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A watchtower enables a person to see far
into the distance and announce to others
what is coming. Can a magazine serve
similarly in our day? Yes, from its first
issue (July 1879) onward, The Watchtower,
published by Jehovah's witnesses, has done
just that.

How can it benefit you? Consider: Do you
long for a better world, one of true justice
and free from sorrow, hatred and war? Do
you want to live at a time when genuine
peace and love prevail among people of all
races? Then this magazine can aid you. Using
God's Word, the Bible, as its authority, it
points out the clear evidence that the present
wicked system of things will soon end,
destroyed by God. But it also announces
the coming in of a righteous new order.
There, under the rule of God's kingdom, his
heavenly government, people will enjoy life
forever in true peace, health and happiness
on a paradise earth.

Faithfulness to the Word of God lifts
The Watchtower above the contradicting
religious teachings and philosophies of men.
It stays strictly neutral as regards political
affairs. It wholeheartedly upholds the high-
est moral standard—that of man's Maker,
Jehovah God. From this source, it shows
solutions to the problems of daily life.

We know that many sincere persons would
appreciate a discussion of these things in
their own home with a qualified person. A
minister of Jehovah's witnesses will be glad
to call on you free of charge. To arrange for
this, simply write the publishers of this
magazine or contact Jehovah's witnesses
locally.
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N RECENT months, the Middle East
has figured prominently in the news.
Many persons have therefore expressed
the fear that the problems between Arabs
and Jews might lead to a world conflict.
Writing in the November 30,1974, issue
of heMonde, Andre Fontaine states:
“Swift action must be taken to prevent the
tragedy in which Jew and Arab have been
embroiled for the last quarter of a century
from touching off the apocalypse. What a
weight of shame would the world’s rich and
‘civilized’ nations have to bear if they had
to stand by powerlessly until perhaps the
flames engulfed them, too.”—Reprinted in
Atlas World Press Review, January 1975.
Could it be that events in the Middle
East are shaping up for what the Bible
cedis “Har-Magedon” or “Armageddon”?
(Rev. 16:14, 16) Many people might be
led to reach such a conclusion because the
name “Har-Magedon,” meaning “Moun-
tain of Megiddo,” can be linked to the
Middle East. Some nineteen miles south-
east of modem Haifa in the state of Israel
lie the ruins of ancient Megiddo. That city
occupied a strategic spot overlooking and
dominating the plain of Esdraelon. Over a
period spanning more than three millen-
niums the area around Megiddo has been
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the scene of many decisive battles. As not-
ed in M. R. Vincent's Word Studies in the
New Testament, ‘Jews, Saracens, crusad-
ers, Egyptians, Persians, Druses, Turks
and Arabs have all pitched their tents on
the plain of Esdraelon.’

However, while the name Megiddo is at-
tached both to a city and to the adjacent
plain, no known geographical site in the
Middle East or elsewhere is called “Moun-
tain of Megiddo.” Observes The Interpre-
ter's Dictionary of the Bible: “As no Mount
Megiddo is known to either ancient or
modem geographers, it appears the more
likely that in a book [Revelation] abound-
ing in symbolical language this term also
should be meant to carry a symbolical
meaning.”

The war foretold to be waged at this
symbolic “Har-Magedon” is not a conflict
between nations. It is designated in the
Scriptures as the “war of the great day
of God the Almighty.” (Rev. 16:14) The
apostle John symbolically described the
forces that the nations will be confronting:
“l saw the heaven opened, and, look! a
white horse. And the one seated upon it
is called Faithful and True, and he judges
and carries on war in righteousness. . . .
Also, the armies that were in heaven were
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following him . . . And out of his mouth
there protrudes a sharp long sword, that
he may strike the nations with it, and he
will shepherd them with a rod of iron. He
treads too the winepress of the anger of
the wrath of God the Almighty.” (Rev.
19:11-15) So the nations will suffer de-
feat at the hands of the “King of kings
and Lord of lords,” Jesus Christ, and pow-
erful angelic forces.—Rev. 19:16.

The Bible reveals that the “war of the
great day of God the Almighty” is part
of a “great tribulation” to come upon the
entire human system of things. (Rev. 7:
1-3, 14) The survivors of that “great trib-
ulation,” for example, are described as a
numberless “great crowd,” “out of na-
tions and tribes and peoples and
(Rev. 7:9) Accordingly, the “great tribu-
lation” spoken of in the
Bible must embrace much
more than just the Middle
East. It will encircle the
globe.

But might an upheaval
in the Middle East furnish
the “spark” for the “great
tribulation” to begin? The
Bible does not refer to
any specific location in
the Middle East or else-
where as the place for
that event to start. The
details of how matters
will work out remain
to be seen.

‘the sign of his presence and the conclu-
sion of the system of things,’ Jesus said:
“You are going to hear of wars and re-
ports of wars; see that you are not terri-
fied. For these things must take place,
but the end is not yet. For nation will rise
against nation and kingdom against king-
dom, and there will be food shortages and
earthquakes in one place after another.”
(Matt. 24:3, 6, 7) Note, though, that Jesus
Christ did not say that such wars would
be confined to or begin in the Middle East
Just as the famines and earthquakes have
not been limited to one geographical area,
neither have the wars.

Similarly, the climate of fear and anx-
iety existing in the world today cannot
be attributed entirely to developments in
the Middle East. Jesus Christ's words have

Har-Magedon where God’s great war will be fought

FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECY IS INVOLVED

Does this mean, then, that recent trou-
bles in the Middle East have no prophetic
significance? No, for Jesus Christ did point
to conflicts and other calamities in vari-
ous parts of the earth as part of a com-
posite “sign” marking the nearness of his
coming to execute his Father's judgment.
In answer to his disciples’ question about
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proved to be true that the things happen-
ing, not just in the Middle East, but
throughout the earth, would give rise to
great fear. He said: “On the earth [there
will be] anguish of nations, not knowing
the way out . . . while men become faint
out of fear and expectation of the things
coming upon the inhabited earth.”—Luke
21:25, 26.
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Accordingly, recent events in the Mid-
dle East are merely one part of a moun-
tain of evidence that Jesus’ words about
conditions marking the “last days” of the
present system are undergoing fulfillment.
But no one among mankind really knows
what role affairs in the Middle East may
play in developments leading to the “great
tribulation.”

REMAIN AWAKE TO PROPHECY

Of course, devoted servants of God are
rightly concerned with what is happening
in fulfillment of Bible prophecy. They are
like the Hebrew prophets of ancient times
who were keenly interested in the fulfill-
ment of their spirit-inspired utterances
about the Messiah or Christ. At 1 Peter
1:10,11, we read: “A diligent inquiry and
a careful search were made by the proph-
ets who prophesied about the undeserved
kindness meant for you. They kept on in-
vestigating what particular season or what
sort of season the spirit in them was in-
dicating concerning Christ when it was
bearing witness beforehand about the suf-
ferings for Christ and about the glories to
follow these.”

However, we should not go beyond what
a particular prophecy actually says. Bible
prophecies cannot be understood in full de-
tail until the events to which they point
take place. So we do well not to speculate
as to what certain happenings in the Mid-
dle East or elsewhere may or may not
mean.

Such speculation can lead to one’s be-
coming off balance and deeply involved
with matters that actually have little or
nothing to do with the building up of faith.
A person might also spend much time that
could otherwise be used far more profit-
ably in gaining spiritual strength.

Furthermore, if an individual did not
see things take place as he imagined they
should, he might lose sight of the impor-
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tance of maintaining a fine relationship
with God by walking in a divinely ap-
proved way. He might begin to think that
God's day for executing judgment is far
off. This could result in his being tempted
to ‘get all he can’ from the world. He
could deceive himself into thinking that
he will be able to discern from the trend
in world events just when he should make
the needed changes to gain God's approval
and survive the execution of his judgment.
Such reasoning could cost a person his life
when the “great tribulation” strikes, at an
unexpected time, catching him in a dis-
approved condition before God.

Surely it is far wiser to live daily in
expectation of God’s great day. This is the
only course that will result in survival.
Jesus Christ admonished his followers to
remain awake to the certain fulfillment of
his prophetic words. He urged: “Pay at-
tention to yourselves that your hearts
never become weighed down with over-
eating and heavy drinking and anxieties
of life, and suddenly that day be instantly
upon you as a snare. For it will come in
upon all those dwelling upon the face of
all the earth [not merely the Middle East].
Keep awake, then, all the time making
supplication that you may succeed in es-
caping all these things that are destined
to occur, and in standing before the Son
of man.”—Luke 21:34-36.

If you are interested in standing before
the Son of man, Jesus Christ, as an ap-
proved servant of God, take time to con-
sider what the Bible really has to say.
Exercise care not to draw unwarranted
conclusions from the changeable trends in
world affairs, whether they relate to the
Middle East or not. Concentrate on the
truly important things—living in harmony
with the prophetic word, applying the Bi-
ble’s counsel in your life. If you do, you
will find that your life will be richer even
now and you will be able to look with
confidence to the future.
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Insight on the News

e Twelve years ago New Zealand introduced

laws whereby victims of crimes are to be

compensated. Since then

other countries have taken

Modern and Similar steps. This kind of

Ancient legislation calls to mind pro-

Laws visions found in God’s law

given through Moses. In that

law, sanctions for offenses

were designed to give relief and compensa-

tion to the victim of a thief or of a damager

of property. If the offender could not pay

the amount of compensation assessed, he

could be sold into bondage and then pay off

his debt by work. (Ex. 22:1-6) A major dif-

ference, however, exists between such Biblical
legislation and modern laws.

As sociologist Stephen Schafer points out
in “Psychology Today” magazine, modern
legislation puts the burden on the state to
compensate victims; the criminal, though
jailed, is not required to share in this. Schafer
views this as a major weakness. He reasons
that having the offender work to compensate
the victim, and thus do something positive,
would contribute greatly to his rehabilitation.
It would help him to see his act as an injury
to a fellow human and not just as an offense
against ‘an abstraction such as “society” or
“the law.” * These same principles are found
within the Mosaic law— a law reaching back
some three thousand years, but the product
of eternal wisdom.

e About six months ago, on Christmas Eve of
1974, the pope opened and passed through
a special doorway, the “Holy
Door” of St. Peter’s Basilica,
and announced the “Holy
Year’s” commencement. Since
then hundreds of thousands
of *“pilgrims” have visited
Rome. A recent report from Vatican City
describes them as showing a “sense of sad-
ness, grief and sorrow,” in contrast to the
“enthusiasm and generosity” of pilgrims in
the previous Holy Year, 1950.

The reference to the pilgrims’ diminished
generosity recalls the prediction made last
year by the Italian newspaper “Corriere della
Sera” that pilgrims would bring from 600 to
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700 billion lire to Roman hotels, shops and
the Church. It also calls to mind a report in
“Newsweek” magazine that the Vatican had
“drawn fire for selling ‘Pilgrim’s Packets’ ”
consisting of a map of Rome, a “Holy Year”
bumper sticker and a ‘pilgrim’s insurance pol-
icy," along with tickets for free admissions to
public museums and galleries. Alleged “com-
petition” on the part of the Church had, in
fact, been protested by Roman shopkeepers
and hotels even before the Holy Year got
under way. On the other side, at the start of
the Holy Year, the pope had found it neces-
sary to urge Romans not to fleece the pil-
grims flocking there. But a dispatch to the
New York “Times” relates that thousands of
fake bricks— falsely represented as having
been used to block off the “Holy Door” before
the Holy Year’s start— have been sold to pil-
grims at prices from $40 to $80 each. So,
whatever financial gain the celebration may
bring, it does not seem to offer any genuine
hope of spiritual uplift for troubled mankind.

« lllegitimate births among teen-agers rose
50 percent during a ten-year period in the
United States. At last count,
out of every 1,000 teen-age

Rock Music mothers, 339 were unwed,

and Unwed This compares with only 76

Mothers  unwed mothers out of every

1,000 women past the
teen-age period. Why the
great difference?

One organization, Population Institute,
would place a considerable share of the
blame on the lyrics of rock music, so popular
among teen-agers. The Institute points out
that these lyrics often glorify sex relations
and childbearing out of wedlock. Popular
rock songs with titles such as “I Don’t Like
to Sleep Alone” and “Having My Baby”
illustrate the point. Can anyone harmonize
such musical material with the Bible’s urging
at Philippians 4:8 to keep our minds fixed on
things that are ‘true, of serious concern, righ-
teous, chaste and praiseworthy’? For those
who heed that counsel, the next verse prom-
ises, “the God of peace will be with you.”
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IN,th&Naliji2pinvell,

eeming
l over its
7,000 islands are

the 40 million
friendly people of
the Philippines.
Their warm, trop-
ical land is said
to be among the
most fertile areas
on earth.

Fertile their
land is, too, for
the spread of
those who desire
to live as genuine
Christians. There
are in the Philippines today over 78,000
persons who have chosen to make this
their way of life. During the past service
year alone, more than 15,000 of these
have newly joined in Christian preaching
activity as dedicated, baptized witnesses
of Jehovah. That is about one every thirty-
five minutes!

These Christian witnesses of Jehovah
come from all walks of life. Many are
farmers, fishermen and housewives; oth-
ers are doctors, lawyers, teachers and busi-
nessmen.

They come from a variety of religious
backgrounds too. Most were formerly
Catholic, but one elderly man in Las Na-
vas, Northern Samar, had been a Protes-
tant for forty-three years before he was
baptized by Jehovah'’s witnesses in Decem-
ber 1973. Another man was an Adventist
for twenty-five years, while a young wom-
an had been a Mormon for eight years.
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Many were deeply in-
volved in their former
religion. A university
professor in Quezon City
had eight years of Ro-
man Catholic seminary
training in his back-
ground. Another person
had been president of
the Catholic Women's
League in Bogo, Cebu,
for ten years.

WHAT MADE THEM
CHANGE?

A woman who had

been a member of the

Legion of Mary and

Heart of Jesus in the

province of Cebu relates

in this way what con-

tributed to her making

a change: “My close

association with the

priests and the pious

led me to notice much hypocrisy among

them. Yes, they are devoted and pious,

but there is much quarreling, gossiping

and use of unbecoming words among

them. One officer of the Legion of Mary

adulterously took the husband of a fellow

Catholic but still she kept her position as
an official.”

“1 had my first inkling of the mile-wide
difference between theory and practice in
religion when | entered the religious life
after graduating from high school,” says
a young woman from General Santos City
in southern Mindanao. “There in the Do-
minican convent | observed firsthand how
religious superiors and members coming
from wealthy families are given preferen-
tial treatment. Their patronizing and con-
descending attitude toward new members
illustrates well the hypocritical love they
practice as against the Christian love they
preach so well.”
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After leaving the convent to teach in
public schools, she became disillusioned
by unethical practices among public offi-
cials who were also prominent Catholic
lay leaders. But, “in May 1974,” she con-
tinues, “1 was given a free tract entitled
‘Has Religion Betrayed God and Man?
distributed by Jehovah's witnesses. Two
days after reading it, | approached a Wit-
ness neighbor whose warm Christian fami-
ly relationship |1 had secretly longed for
in our own family.” This person was so
enthusiastic about the ensuing Bible study
that she requested that it continue for
three hours every day. She now visits oth-
ers to help them to see how the Bible
changes the lives of those who truly follow
its teachings.

Yes, the contrast between the Bible's
truth and traditional religious practice at-
tracts many sincere people. But is that the
only thing?

ATTRACTED BY LOVE AND KINDNESS

What appeals to many are the warmth
and happiness that Jehovah’s witnesses
display. One mem used to organize town
fiestas in Cebu. But he saw how, although
they were supposed to be religious in na-
ture, they became an excuse for raucous
merrymaking, drunkenness and dancing,
and often in the end—fighting. However,
his visit to a circuit assembly of Jehovah's
witnesses prompted him to note the con-
trast, saying: “Peace and happiness were
all 1 could see. No fighting, no smoking,
no drinking and dancing, yet they were
truly happy.”

Walking on his hands and knees is the
only way one badly crippled man from
Mountain Province can get around. He
was in Dagupan City to receive schooling
for the handicapped when one of Jeho-
vah's witnesses offered him a lift in his
car and invited him to visit their local
Kingdom Hall. His crippled appearance
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did not hinder the warm, loving spirit they
displayed toward him. He so appreciated
what he had enjoyed among them that,
upon returning to his home province, he
searched up and down the mountains un-
til he found the local Kingdom Hall. He
is now a baptized Christian Witness, ac-
tively preaching to others despite his dis-
ability.

Thus people looking for love and warm
human kindness, so lacking in the world,
often find among Jehovah’s witnesses this
appealing quality that marks true Chris-
tianity.—John 13:35.

CHRISTIANITY CHANGES LIVES

It is to be expected that true Christiani-
ty would also change people’s lives for the
better when they begin to practice it. It
helps them spiritually and morally, and
often physically as well.

The case of a ninety-five-year-old man in
Basilan City who used to chew buyo leaves
mixed with tobacco, lime and betel nut
illustrates this point. He gave up his de-
bilitating habit immediately upon learning
that Bible principles show it to be unclean.
(2 Cor. 7:1) He also went to a judge and
had his marriage legalized so as to be mor-
ally clean in God's sight. Certainly no one
is too old to make changes!

“l1 was not ashamed to fight publicly,”
admits a woman in llocos Sur of her for-
mer way of life. “When | disagreed with
my husband | shouted and destroyed
everything | could lay my hands on, in-
cluding the radio, just to satisfy my an-
ger.” After she learned the truth from
God's Word, a radical change took place.
Although her husband opposed her study
of the Bible, she no longer fought with
him as before but showed submissiveness.
This impressed him so much that he too
is showing an interest in the Bible.

Feeling what she considered to be a
lack of parental love, a youth in lloilo ran
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away from home when she was twelve. In
Manila she began a jaded career that came
to include excessive smoking, drinking,
the use of drugs and knives and guns. An
interlude back at home, when she also
studied at a Catholic school, only added
to her vices, now expanded to include les-
bianism. During her high-school years, she
began to have a guilty conscience and to
wonder what was wrong with her. Ap-
proaches for advice to her mother, her
teachers and her priest only brought the
opinion that she was “normal.”

Finally, she asked one of Jehovah'’s wit-
nesses, who did not hesitate to tell her
God's view of such matters, noting that
God had destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah
for similar immoral conduct. On hearing
this, she said: “I was stabbed to the heart
and awakened as from a deep sleep.” A
study of the Bible and sincere effort pro-
duced gradual changes in her conduct un-
til she qualified for Christian baptism on
July 7, 1974. Truly the “word of God is
alive and exerts power.”—Heb. 4:12.

MARVELOUS GROWTH

Thus from all parts of the fertile Philip-
pines people are flocking to serve God. The
Del Monte Congregation in Quezon City
started with 20 persons in 1949, and now
it has grown and subdivided into four con-
gregations having a total of 758 Witnesses.
Seventy persons from the Aurora Hill
Congregation in Baguio City were bap-
tized in the past year alone. Bright pros-
pects for Christian growth throughout the
nation are reflected by an attendance of
over 167,000 for the March 1975 celebra-
tion of the Lord's death—more than dou-
ble the number of Witnesses in this land!

Of course, this has meant tremendous
increases in attendance at their five week-
ly meetings. The Aurora Hill Congrega-
tion, mentioned before, has had to expand
its Kingdom Hall three times since 1967
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and, at the time of this writing, is en-
larging it again. When the dean of a pri-
vate college in Pinamalayan, Oriental Min-
doro, first attended a meeting at the King-
dom Hall, he commented: “In almost all
churches | have attended they have more
pews than people, but in your Kingdom
Hall, even though you are just a minority,
there are just not enough seats to care for
all who want to attend!”

EVERYONE AN EVANGELIZER

Each one of Jehovah's witnesses feels
the urgency of helping others. They know
from their study of the Bible that we are
living in the critical period just before
God will bring an end to all wickedness.
This makes their work urgent, since it in-
volves life.—2 Pet. 3:3-9.

With over 78,000 actively preaching to
a population of about 40 million, this
means that each one, on the average, has
only to reach about 513 persons, including
children, with their message. And when
you consider that an average of over 9,000
of these Christians have been spending
from 75 to 150 hours a month in this work,
it is not hard to see how widespread and
effective it can be. Thus, even though their
nationwide total is less than that of one
of the larger Catholic parishes in Greater
Manila (one parish is reported to have
100,000 members with only one priest),
they are literally able to cover the nation
with their preaching.

The foregoing is just a sampling of the
many thousands responding to the good
news about God's kingdom in the Philip-
pines. If you find this report of dedicated
activity and personal interest in others
displayed by these Filipino Christians to
be appealing, why not get in touch with
Jehovah’s witnesses in your own locality?
Christianity is thriving among these same
Christians, not only in the fertile Philip-
pines, but throughout the inhabited earth.
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THEN you think of things that you

w would most desire, do you think
first of money? of riches? of power? Or
do you think first of good, loyal friends,
of peace and security for yourself and your
family?

As you reflect on these questions, money
may seem very attractive because it can
buy many desirable things. But very likely
you consider peace, security and happiness
as the really more important things. Of
these, money can buy very little. And are
not these good things much more likely
to be gained by association with loyal
friends who honestly love you and do what
they can for your good?

Just as you doubtless put good, upright
people above material things, so God counts
such people of far greater value. They ac-
tually make his own heart happy, and they
bring happiness to others. (Prov. 23:15;
27:11; Hos. 6:6) God once had his own
magnificent material temple in Jerusalem,
but because the people gave him only lip
service and did not worship him from the
heart he let that temple be destroyed. (Isa.
29:13, 14) Later, when he restored the
Jews to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon,
God could have had an even more elabo-
rate temple built. To impress them with
this fact, he said to the builders: “The
silver is mine, and the gold is mine.” (Hag.
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2:8) But an imposing temple
would not necessarily exalt
his name in the earth. What
would?

It would be something com-
ing from the nations that
was much more valuable
to him than gold and
silver. He declared: “I
will rock all the nations,
and the desirable things
of all the nations must
come in; and | will fill

this house with glory.”—Hag. 2:7.

INDIVIDUALS AFFECTED BY ‘ROCKING’
OF THE NATIONS

The rocking of the nations by the no-
tification that Jehovah God the Almighty
took over his universal sovereignty in the
war-marked year of 1914 brought wrath
against the Kingdom announcers. The hos-
tility of the political nations of earth will
be shown to its fullest in a final expression,
and, accordingly, Jehovah will literally
rock all those nations until they crumble
in ruin and are removed forever. Hence,
any religious tolerance of the nations to-
ward the Kingdom ambassadors at the
present is merely temporary. Let no one
be deceived by it.

How, then, before the final outburst of
wrath on the part of all the nations and
then their violent removal, do ‘the desir-
able things of all the nations come in'?
Well, what do the historic facts show re-
garding the fulfillment of this prophecy
up until now? They do not show that all
the political nations as whole nations, as
political establishments, have come into
Jehovah's true temple of worship and have
brought with them as voluntary gifts the
desirable things of their nations.

Yet, what about individual citizens in
all the nations? Well, down till now there
have been tens of thousands of individ-
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uals who have reacted to the Kingdom-
preaching in a way different from that of
their political governments and from that
of religious organizations mixed up in poli-
tics. They have come to see that there is
no happy, peaceful, prosperous future for
themselves under such man-made political
governments. They have come to see that
the only hope of being saved from destruc-
tion with the political nations of this sys-
tem of things is the Messianic kingdom
of the Sovereign Lord Jehovah. They keen-
ly feel that Satan the Devil is the “god of
this system of things,” and they do not
want to worship that false god by wor-
shiping the political nations. (2 Cor. 4:4)
They recognize that all sovereignty right-
fully belongs to the Most High God. Hence,
they have dedicated themselves wholly to
the Sovereign Lord Jehovah to worship
him at his true house of worship. They
have associated themselves with his am-
bassadors.

GOD'S GREAT SPIRITUAL TEMPLE

In beholding such modern-day advocates
of Jehovah’s universal sovereignty and
worship, we are beholding a thrilling ful-
fillment of that often-quoted prophecy of
Isaiah 2:2-4: “It must occur in the final
part of the days that the mountain of the
house of Jehovah will become firmly es-
tablished above the top of the mountains,
and it will certainly be lifted up above the
hills; and to it all the nations must stream.
And many peoples will certainly go and
say: ‘Come, you people, and let us go up
to the mountain of Jehovah, to the house
of the God of Jacob; and he will instruct
us about his ways, and we will walk in his
paths. . . . And they will have to beat
their swords into plowshares and their
spears into pruning shears. Nation will not
lift up sword against nation, neither will
they learn war anymore.”

In ancient Jerusalem the temple of Je-
hovah was located on Mount Zion. It was
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the center of worship. That temple was
destroyed by the Babylonians in 607 B.C.E.,
and the second temple, built after the res-
toration of the Jews to Jerusalem from
Babylonian exile and rebuilt and enlarged
by Herod, was destroyed by the Roman ar-
mies in 70 C.E. Therefore, this temple spo-
ken of by lIsaiah as existing in the final
part of the days, and to which people gath-
er, is not a material temple made by hu-
man hands, but is the one about which the
writer of the Bible book called “To the
Hebrews” said: “For Christ entered, not
into a holy place made with hands, which
is a copy of the reality, but into heaven
itself, now to appear before the person of
God for us.”—Heb. 9:24.

This is what Haggai's prophecy really
pointed to—the great spiritual temple, in
the Most Holy of which, in heaven itself,
Jehovah God sits as Judge. (Heb. 12:22,
23) Christ as High Priest and King is
God’s chief agent for ‘rocking’ the nations.
(Psalm 110) He is gathering out those
who are “sighing and groaning over all
the detestable things that are being done,”
especially in the realm of Christendom,
which claims to serve God and Christ.
(Ezek. 9:4) The main reason for the “sigh-
ing” of these people is, not that world
conditions affect them adversely, but the
corruption they see practiced among so-
called Christians—the reproach these prac-
tices bring on the good name of Jehovah
God the universal Sovereign, and upon his
Son, his king and high priest. They prove
themselves to be truly lovers of righteous-
ness.

In this final part of the last days there
is no question about the identity of these
people who are in the earthly courtyards
of Jehovah'’s spiritual temple. They have
come from every situation—all races, na-
tions and backgrounds. They have cleaned
up their lives and are changing their per-
sonalities according to the pattern set forth
in the Scriptures. (Eph. 4:22-24) The Bi-

395



ble hope to which they hold is the pros-
pect of everlasting life on earth. They are
well described in the prophetic book of
Revelation. With regard to the time when
God's ‘rocking' of the nations is coming
near to a conclusion, the Revelation vision
first depicts the final gathering of those
who will be resurrected to be heavenly
kings and priests with Jesus Christ, then,
as recorded by the apostle John:

“After these things | saw, and, look! a
great crowd, which no man was able to
number, out of all nations and tribes and
peoples and tongues . . . And they keep on
crying with a loud voice, saying: ‘Salvation
we owe to our God, who is seated on the
throne, and to the Lamb.*”

John then asked who these people were,

and the elder inquired of answered:

“These are the ones that come out of the
great tribulation [when this system of things
is shaken completely to pieces], and they
have washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb. That is why
they are before the throne of God; and they
are rendering him sacred service day and
night in his temple . . . They will hunger no
more nor thirst anymore, . . . because the
Lamb, who is in the midst of the throne, will
shepherd them, and will guide them to foun-
tains of waters of life. And God will wipe
out every tear from their eyes.”—Rev. 7:9-17.

GREATER GLORY BROUGHT TO GOD'S HOUSE
These persons, then, are truly desirable
to God. And do you not appreciate per-
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sons who clean themselves up, physically
and morally? Do not those who are not
belligerent, ‘not learning war anymore,
but who work for peace and the best in-
terests of their neighbors, seem more de-
sirable to you than those who exercise no
control over their desires or their person-
alities? And, in fact, are these persons not
much more valuable than gold and silver?
If all people would become like this, self-
ishness, the basic cause of crime, fraud,
extortion, stealing and war, would be re-
moved. There would not even be fear of
starvation and pollution, because each one
would have an interest in his neighbor as
in himself—Luke 10:27.

So God, as he foretold by his prophet
Haggai, has ‘brought peace in this place,
that is, in the earthly courtyards of his
great spiritual temple, where the “great
crowd,” the “desirable things of all the
nations,” have gathered. (Hag. 2:9) These
people who come willingly to him, the Cre-
ator, and who conform their lives to his
principles, and glorify him, are the “de-
sirable things” of the nations in his eyes.
By them, Jehovah has, indeed, brought
greater glory to his own name and to this
spiritual temple than to the earthly one,
as he said he would.

Also, those who have come together in
unity to serve at Jehovah's great spiritual
temple, and who have begun to make over
their lives, experience the fulfillment of
Jesus’ words: “No one has left house or
brothers or sisters or mother or father or
children or fields for my sake and for the
sake of the good news who will not get a
hundredfold now in this period of time,
houses and brothers and sisters and moth-
ers and children and fields, with persecu-
tions, and in the coming system of things
everlasting life.” (Mark 10:29, 30) By fol-
lowing Jehovah’s commands, they have
made themselves “desirable things,” and
they find their own heart's desires satis-
fied.—Ps. 145:16.
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-TPTOLY vyears” have

£ _/jL been a feature of
Roman Catholic tradition
since the year 1300. They are
filled with pious prayers and
pilgrimages to Rome. Is God pleased with
these special religious activities? If so,
surely there would be some evidence of
his divine pleasure.

However, when Pope Paul VI announced
the 1975 holy year back in May 1973, few
persons could then have imagined the en-
suing incredible turn of secular events. The
coincidence is remarkable because at this
time Pope Paul reversed the traditional
order of things so that local (or diocesan)
holy-year observances began in 1973 be-
fore the 1975 celebrations in Rome. For-
merly, extension of holy-year “benefits” to
the local dioceses always came after the
Roman holy year.

Thus during the very time period of the
holy-year observances, one world-shaking
crisis after another has erupted, beginning
with the October 1973 Mid-East war. The
energy crisis, a world at the brink of eco-
nomic collapse, heads of governments top-
pling like dominoes, famine looming more
menacing than ever—all these events have
occurred during this amazingly critical
holy-year period.

Now the year 1975 itself with its own
calamities threatens to cap the climax.
Events in southeast Asia tear at world
heartstrings. The Mid-East situation re-
mains critical.

‘What a sad coincidence,” you may say,
‘that a period set aside for noble religious
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purposes should be plagued with such di-
sastrous events!” But more remarkable still
is the fact that this is not the first time that
such a coincidence has occurred. In fact,
a Rome correspondent for The Sun of Mel-
bourne, Australia, asserts that “Romans
say they have a terror of Holy Years.
Some disaster is reputed to arrive in its
wake.”

But, of course, such a superstitious fear
of holy years merely because of coinciden-
tal events would be foolish. Rather, the
fact that such events occur even during
these periods may tell honest observers
something about how God views this kind
of worship. Do all those pilgrimages and
prayers influence God to bless holy-year
celebrations? Here is a partial record.

THE 1933 HOLY YEAR

The 1933 holy year, said Pope Pius XI
upon opening the traditional “Holy Door”
at St. Peter's Basilica, “will remain the
greatest of all Holy Years.” It was de-
clared a special “Holy Jubilee” to mark
the nineteenth centenary of Christ's cruci-
fixion in 33 C.E. Expectations were not
confined to internal affairs of the church.
The hope was also expressed that a ‘tide
of religion will arise and sweep the na-
tions into peace and prosperity.’

Yet shortly after Pius XI's December
24 announcement, 1933 events began oc-
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curring that were to ruin world ‘peace and
prosperity’ for years to come:

January 30—Adolf Hitler becomes Chancellor
of Germany; receives dictatorial power March
23.

February—First concentration camps impro-
vised in old barracks, castles and other places.
March 27—Japan withdraws from the League
of Nations, “the first serious blow at the League
structure and a stimulus to aggression
elsewhere.”—An Encyclopedia of World His-
tory, pp. 1126, 1127.

July 27—Failure of World Economic Confer-
ence in London.

October 14— Germany withdraws from world
disarmament conference.

October 21— Germany resigns from the League
of Nations.

Thus, instead of ‘peace and prosperity,’
this *“greatest of all Holy Years” saw
groundwork laid for a coming global holo-
caust the like of which this generation had
not experienced. But were not the nominal
“Vicar of Christ” and his Church acting
as a spiritual bulwark during this special
year in honor of Christ? Note some “re-
ligious” events during the holy year:

“(March 24), the Center party and the Bavarian
People’s party, whom German Catholics right-
ly considered representatives of their interests,
had approved the enabling act that gave Hit-
ler unlimited powers.”—New Catholic Ency-
clopedia (1967), Vol. 11, p. 415.

“The German bishops had declared unequivocal-
ly (March 28) that Catholics could cooperate
with the new State.”—Ibid.

“Colonel von Papen [Hitler's Vice Chancellor]
and Captain Goering [“Hitler’s right-hand
man”] were received by Pope Pius with the
pomp and ceremony appertaining to their rank.
The Vice Chancellor .. . wore the insignia of a
secret chamberlain of the Pope . .. von Papen
and Captain Goering will receive communion
at the Pope’s hand tomorrow.”—New York
Times, April 13, 1933, p. 1.

“Late in June von Papen visited the Pope seek-
ing a new concordat for the whole of Germany
and bespeaking the influence of the Pope to
have the German Catholics abandon their po-
litical organizations and place themselves in
line with the new Germany.”—1934 Americana
Annual (Events of 1933), p. 272.

“Soon after the concordat (June 5, 1933) with
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Austria . . . another was concluded (July 20)
with the German Republic.”’—New Catholic
Encyclopedia, Vol. 11, p. 415.

“This handshake [German concordat]
with the Papacy, the greatest moral power
in the history of the world,” glowed Ba-
varia’s Cardinal von Faulhaber in his hand-
written letter of congratulations to Hitler,
“is a feat of immeasurable blessing.”—
che und Nationalsozialismus: Ddkumente
1930-1935, Hans Muller, 1963, doc. 77, p.
170.

Thus the reputed “greatest moral pow-
er in the history of the world” became
involved in political dealings with one of
the basest, most immoral powers in the
history of the world. Can you imagine
Christ making such political agreements?
On the very day of his crucifixion, Christ
said: “My kingdom does not belong to this
world . . . my kingdom is not here.” Yet
in a year specially set aside to honor
Christ’'s crucifixion, the “Vicar of Christ”
himself brought dishonor on Christ by po-
litical involvement in the name of Christ!
—John 18:36, Catholic New American
Bible (NAB).

But any misrepresentation of Christthat
arose from Christendom’s ensuing brother-
against-brother slaughter during World
War Il was quickly shrugged off. By the
next holy year, Christ-dishonoring politi-
cal meddling by the church was again
making headlines.

THE 1950 HOLY YEAR

Among the aims of the 1950 holy year,
said Pius XII, was the hope that there
might “rise during the Holy Year a new
era—a more just Holy Year, happier for
the whole great human family.” There
were special prayers for world peace.

Just the month before opening the 1950
holy year, Pope Pius himself revealed
where he put his real trust for peace:
“Pope Supports U.S. in West Arms Plan,”
flashed a New York Times headline. “His
remarks,” noted the November 17 Rome
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dispatch, “assumed special significance to-
day because they were addressed to mem-
bers of the United States Senate Military
Appropriations Subcommittee.”—Novem-
ber 18, 1949, p. 1.

“Advocating rearmament,” says the
Times, Pope Pius told the weapons offi-
cials that (Western) law “can hardly hope
to prevail. . . unless it has the backing of
a reasonable force.” As if to add emphasis,
the Vatican reaffirmed its confidence in
force of arms during the holy year itself.
Another Rome dispatch, headlined “Vati-
can Approves Decision on Bomb,” reports:

“The Vatican, through its official news-

paper, Osservatore Romano, assured the
United States Government and people to-
day that it fully understood the reasons
why President Truman had decided to ap-
prove the construction of a hydrogen super-
bomb.”—New York Times, February 3, 1950.

How unlike Christ's view of arms! He
said that “those who use the sword are
sooner or later destroyed by it.” Is what-
ever the world does about arming itself
the business of Christians? Should follow-
ers of Christ be meddling with the world’s
military machine when Jesus said that
true disciples of his “are not of the world,
any more than | belong to the world”?
—Matt. 26:52; John 17:16, NAB.

How could God answer the prayers of
those who directly violate these Christian
principles? He says to people whose ac-
tions belie their prayers: “Though you

A nerYork~TIma37'0°toll°r ]B'M
GERMANYQUITS LEAGUE AND ARMS PARLEY;

pray the more, | will not listen. Your hands
are full of blood!” Thus holy-year prayers
for peace from those who actually trusted
in armaments must have rung hollow in
the heavens.—Isa. 1:15,

Rather than peace, “the event for which
the year 1950 was likely to be most vividly
remembered was the outbreak of war in
Korea on June 25,” observes the Bri-
tannica Book of the Year. Violent disorders
in sixteen countries, six different acute
border disputes, as well as the Chinese in-
vasion of Tibet, also marred the holy year.

Surely the Church had learned from
these bad experiences by the time she en-
tered her extended 1975 holy year in late
1973. But had she? Judge for yourself
from the record.

THE 1975 HOLY YEAR

The theme of the present holy year is
“reconciliation and renewal.” But more
notable than any spiritual “renewal” has
been the renewal of political ties. Stepped-
up efforts continued “to bring the Church
toward a closer relationship with the
world’s Communist nations, in a complete
about-face from cold-war years,” observes
U.S. News & World Report. In early 1974
this political “about-face” brought about
the embarrassing Communist-demanded
removal of a bitter Cardinal Mindszenty
from his post in Hungary. And now the
Vatican can appoint only Communist-
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approved “peace” clergy there. Can you
imagine Christ checking with Caesar for
approval on his choice of apostles?

Also reflecting this trend is the first in-
clusion of Communist North Vietnam and
East Germany in the Holy See’s official
delegate listing for Rome’s 1974 Synod of
Bishops. Hanoi's Archbishop Trinh Van
Can told the Synod bishops that his coun-
try’s “Catholic faithful give an admi-
rable example of their attachment to the
Church.”

But as Pope Paul officially opened the
1975 holy year, the startling headline also
appeared: “North Vietham Honors Loyal
Catholics.” To quote Agence France-Presse
news service’s 1974 Christmas dispatch
from Tonkin’'s Phat Diem Diocese, over
the years “greater and greater numbers
of young Catholics enlisted in the armed
forces,” even becoming “heroes of the
People’s Armed Forces.”

Thus, once again there is the spectacle
of Catholic Kkilling Catholic in political war-
fare—even during a holy year! But have
not most churches always displayed a
similar willingness to befriend political na-
tions in order to preserve themselves? But
how does God view those who befriend the
world at the sacrifice of Christian prin-
ciples?

Well, what do you call women who out-
wardly attach themselves to husbands but
then give themselves to anyone else who
comes along? The Bible says that God re-
quires exclusive devotion, so it describes
such people “as unfaithful as adulterous
wives.” The Bible continues:

“Don’t you realise that making the world
your friend is making God your enemy?

Anyone who chooses the world for his friend

turns himself into God’s enemy.”—Jas. 4:4,
Catholic Jerusalem Bible.

Is it any wonder, then, that God has
not answered holy-year prayers for spiri-
tual “reconciliation and renewal”? Instead,
1974 also saw Italian Catholics hand the
Church a stunning defeat in the referen-
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dum on divorce—a referendum that the
Church itself had urged! And London’s
Economist reports that last year an esti-
mated 65,000 West German Catholics end-
ed their obligation to pay church tax by
canceling their membership. That is 20
percent more than 1973's loss, and “this
year the figures are going up sharply.”

Meanwhile, 1975 has already brought a
public Vatican reprimand to the famous
Swiss theologian Hans Kung, who remains
defiant. The Vatican also ordered the Con-
ference of International Catholic Organi-
zations to destroy a recent book they spon-
sored on population problems.

Does this sound like spiritual “recon-
ciliation and renewal”? Or is the mood
better described by an editorial on the holy
year as published in Catholic Common-
weal magazine: “Paul VI seems to feel
that he must continually warn his people
in public addresses about unnamed dissi-
dents . . . and thus he inevitably projects
himself as a harried worrier rather than
a source of strength and hope.”—January
3, 1975, p. 283.

But should our source of strength and
hope lie with any man or church-declared
“holy” events? Let these words from the
Catholic Jerusalem Bible answer:

“Now that God has acknowledged you
—how can you want to go back to elemental
things like these, that can do nothing? . . .
You and your special days and months and
seasons and years! You make me feel I have
wasted my time with you.”—Gal. 4:8-11.

No year of outward piety can truly be
called holy in the eyes of God as long as
this wicked world exists. Only He can
bring a time of holiness for all mankind
when, as the Bible promises, “the former
world has passed away.” Then, on the
promised “new earth,” not just one year,
but eternity, will be holy or sacred because
“God who is always with them . . . shall
wipe every tear from their eyes, and there
shall be no more death or mourning, cry-
ing out or pain.”—Rev. 21:1, 3, 4, NAB.
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'O WHAT extent do

you use your pow-
er of speech? You cer-
tainly can be a fine
blessing to others with
the marvelous faculty
of speech. But, in addi-
tion, the Designer of
speech and voice ex-
tends a grand invitation
to come to him in
prayer. Appreciative
ones, in turn, accept
this invitation and lift
up their voice in grate-
ful praise and petition
to the Maker of lan-
guage.—Ps. 150:6.

2 When praying to
God, whose name is Jehovah, the atmo-
sphere around you may be humming with
other voices, with music or with noises
of various sorts. Nevertheless, the one
who made speech possible can decipher
the prayers of those who accept his in-
vitation to approach him with their peti-
tions. His hearing does not depend on
sound waves nor does it pose a problem
when the air waves are choked with mean-
ingless chatter of godless ones. Regarding
God's ability to listen, we are assured:
“The desire of the meek ones you will cer-
tainly hear, O Jehovah. . .. You will pay
attention with your ear.”—Ps. 10:17.

1, 2. (a) What invitation does everyone have? (b) Is
it difficult for God to hear prayer, and whose prayer
will he hear?
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O Hearer of prayer, even his
to you people of all flesh

will come." —Ps. 65:2. tional backgrounds

3
ular religious prac-
tice the world

around, with a mul-
titude of notions as
to procedure. Per-
haps you are among
these many people
who have prayed,
and yet have won-
dered whether you
are using the proper
approach to the true
God. Ohbviously,
there is a reveren-
tial way to speak
with him. As a com-
municative God
having great love,
he has provided am-
ple information in
inspired Word
for people of all na-

on how they may

come to know the
right and respectful way to “draw close
to God” in prayer.—Jas. 4:8.

4  When praying, you are talking not to

just anyone but to “the Majesty in the
heavens.” (Heb. 8:1) This alone empha-
sizes the need to acknowledge one's im-
perfect status. Sincerity and faith can be
listed also among the requirements. Note,
in Jesus’ words, the close connection of
faith and prayer: “This is why | tell you,
All the things you pray and ask for have
faith that you have practically received,
and you will have them.” (Mark 11:24)
As you endeavor to explain in thought and
word things of concern to you, do so with
your “whole heart.”—Ps. 119:145.

3. Is there a proper way to pray? How do you know?
4. What are some of the requirements for prayers to
be heard by God?
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THE WAY TO COME

tion with him. Jesus rightly declared: “No

6  “People of all flesh” and of all nationabne comes to the Father except through

origins may come to God as they see the
need for spiritual help. Even when the
nation of Israel was God’'s ‘private prop-
erty,” foreigners could also approach Je-
hovah. They could come and pray toward
Jehovah’s house at Jerusalem, assured
that God would listen from the heavens.
(2 Chron. 6:32, 33) At the home of Cor-
nelius, the apostle Peter recognized that
fact, saying: “God is not partial, but in
every nation the man that fears him and
works righteousness is acceptable to him.”
—Acts 10:34, 35.

6Cornelius was a man of the nations,
“an army officer ... a devout mein and
one fearing God,” but a man who ex-
pressed his faith. Just imagine the joy that
Cornelius experienced when an angel as-
sured him that his prayers and gifts of
mercy brought a favorable response from
God! He welcomed the witness that Peter
gave, and he and his household got bap-
tized.—Acts 10:1-4.

7Like Cornelius, those today who are
starving spiritually should be similarly
groping for God and earnestly seeking him.
(Acts 17:27) They should be earnestly
seeking to know his will and what God
requires of one to be pleasing to him. In
turn, God is gracious and merciful, grant-
ing such knowledge in answer to those
who have a heart bent toward righteous-
ness and who express sincere faith.

8To communicate readily with the heav-
enly Father, one must accept Christ Jesus
as Lord. Peace with God can come only
through the appointed way, the ransom
provision by the Lord Jesus. (Matt. 20:
28; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6) He is the provision for
approach to God in prayer and reconcilia-
5, 6. (@ Whom did Jehovah previously allow to pray

to him? (b) How did Cornelius have his prayers
answered ?

7. To whom does God grant knowledge?

8. (a) What ;)rovision has Jehovah made for us to
come to him? (b) Why did Jesus ask for prayer to
be made in his name?
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me.” (John 14:6) He is the “helper” that
plays a vital role in our having access to
the Hearer of prayer. (1 John 2:1, 2) The
way, therefore, to come to God is on the
basis of Christ's official services as high
priest as well as the ransom he provided
for mankind. Our asking in his name and
coming to the Father is, therefore, in rec-
ognition of his office as God's “Chief Agent
of life.” No other intermediary is neces-
sary in addressing our prayers to God.
—Acts 3:15; John 14:13, 14; Heb. 10:
19-22.

9We must at all times feel free to bring
our requests to God. This is fine, but it
should be remembered that he is not re-
quired, and is under no obligation, to an-
swer them all. Why should he listen to
or answer prayers that are not in his in-
terests or in the interests of his people,
or, perhaps, even to the hurt of the one
asking? He does not work against his own
purposes or against those persons who
worship him. For any request to be grant-
ed, it must please the Hearer of prayer.
This shows the need for us to ask accord-
ing to God’s will if we expect him to lend
an ear to our prayers, just as it is written:
“This is the confidence that we have to-
ward him, that, no matter what it is that
we ask according to his will, he hears us.”
(1 John 5:14) A knowledge of his will
should govern the contents of our peti-
tions to him.

PRAY IN FAITH

0The entire life course of a true Chris-
tian is controlled by faith, enabling him
to overcome obstacles in his service to
God. So too when it comes to prayer, be-
lieving that there is a real and living God
who can and does hear prayers is condu-
cive to our speaking freely with him. In

9. If we expect God to hear our requests, how should
we pray?
10. Why is faith necessary to speak freely to God?

THE WATCHTOWER — JULY 1, 1975



fact, it is important to have full faith that
‘God is and that he is a rewarder of those
earnestly seeking him.” (Heb. 11:6) He
who knows best and cares most is ever
aware of our needs, even though they may
vary widely for people living in different
parts of the world. In a figurative sense
‘Jehovah is near to all those calling upon
him in faith,” and is swift to respond to
their need of help.—Ps. 145:18.

You are not talking to yourself but are
addressing the living heavenly Father, who
can “do more than superabundantly be-
yond all the things we ask or conceive.”
(Eph. 3:20) When decisions must be made,
big or little, it is Jehovah's spirit and di-
rection that can unlock the way to go.
Although God is self-contained, lacking
nothing, he has great empathy for the
needs of his people, and they are welcome

N In calling upon the One whose ear%o unload all their anxieties of daily life

are open to the prayers of righteous ones,
we axe reminded that he is fully aware of
what we need even before we ask. Rela-
tive to food, drink and clothing, his own
Son stated: “Your heavenly Father knows
you need all these things.” (Matt. 6:32)
But even though God has all knowledge
and awareness of these things, he desires
us to ask him for our needs and wants. In
view of his standing invitation to come
to him, it would be showing a lack of ap-
preciation to take the view that we should
not bother him by asking for our daily
needs. As man'’s caretaker, the “God of
sight” has his eyes on the good ones as
well as the bad ones in the earth, and he
has not abandoned those loving him, so
as to oblige them to work out all their
problems alone. In fact, Jehovah God must
enjoy listening to those who rely on him,
as they tell him in their own words that
they recognize him as their Father and
refuge, and the source of their strength.
—Gen. 16:13; Ps. 46:1; Prov. 15:3.

“ Those with little faith may consider
God as an absentee who has left mankind
on its own. Or they may think that prayer
is just a form of self-deception. Others
may think it is a psychological aid or
crutch, to keep one in a peaceful frame
of mind, with one’s thoughts running in
spiritual channels. However, there is far
more to it than an emotional experience.
11. (a) Does God know our needs? (b) Then why should
we pray about them?

12. (a) How do some wrongly view prayer? (b) Why,
though, Is it beneficial to pray?

THE WATCHTOWER — JULY 1, 1975

on him, because he cares about them.
—1 Pet. 5:7.

PRAYER WORKS

B It was by means of a prophet of Israel

that the force and effectualness of prayer
was illustrated. After announcing the ap-
proaching end of a long drought upon Is-
rael, Elijah prayed atop Mount Carmel
that it might rain again. From that loca-
tion his attendant saw the prayer an-
swered—first a small cloud, the precursor
of the rain, and then the downpour that
followed. The Bible writer James, in draw-
ing attention to that event of history, com-
ments on Jehovah’s ability to answer the
prayers of his servants who pray accord-
ing to his purpose. We read: “A righteous
man’s supplication, when it is at work,
has much force.”—Jas. 5:16-18; 1 Kings,
chapters 17, 18.

“ The Father of the human family has
arranged that all keep in contact with him,
day and night, as one truly interested in
their welfare and happiness. Parents ap-
preciate their children looking to them at
all times for what they need; all the more
so Jehovah knows how to provide for those
persistent in their petitions to him. In
making the same point, Jesus gave his dis-
ciples an illustration ‘with regard to the
need for them always to pray and not give
up.” (Luke 18:1-8) Repeatedly requesting
what you need shows your concern, and

3. How did [i)rayer work for Elijah?
14 c\j/vgy should one be persistent In praying for one's
needs
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when your prayers are answered your per-
sistence is rewarded.

Binterference with the spreading of the
good news invariably affects the bearers
of it sooner or later. Suffering and perse-
cution may be the result, even as such
things were experienced by Christ Jesus.
It is written: “All those desiring to live
with godly devotion in association with
Christ Jesus will also be persecuted.”
(2 Tim. 3:12) However, prayer and sup-
plication to God, along with love for him
and trust in him, aid Jehovah’s Christian
witnesses in their course of faithfulness,
come what may. (Ps. 34:15) The counsel
at Romans 12:12 is: “Endure under tribu-
lation” and, at the same time, “persevere
in prayer.”

BBans are imposed occasionally to ham-
per the preaching of the good news, re-
sulting in court cases, persecutions and
sometimes prison terms for the preachers.
When we hear of such things we feel
deeply for our brothers who stand firm,
not compromising even for the sake of
temporary relief. We can be strengthened
by their splendid stand for righteousness
under pressure, and they, in turn, can be
encouraged and assisted by our prayers.
Yes, it is proper to pray for those in gov-
ernmental positions so that Christians may
go about their Christian life and activity
without interference.—1 Tim. 2:1, 2.

I7When our brothers are in difficulty,
such as in a notorious case in court, then
our concern can be reflected in our persis-
tence in prayers for them. It is apparent
that God permits the petitioners to display
the depth of their love, the genuineness of
their motives, in requesting relief. Dis-
tance or prison walls do not render their
supplication ineffective. No question about
it, the Scriptures show that persistence in
15. Of what value Is prayer during opposition?

16, 17. (a) How can we show concern for our brothers

under persecution? (b) What, in turn, does this show
on the part of the petitioner?
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prayer can work for the relief of those in
dire circumstances.—2 Cor. 1:8-11.

PATIENCE AND PERSEVERANCE IN PRAYER

“ But we always need to recognize the
need to wait on Jehovah, for him to answer
prayers relative to bans and persecution.
The seeming delay at times on God’s part
should not be considered as inability to
act on behalf of those he loves. Possibly
it is not his time to bring a victory in ju-
dicial courts or relief in other ways, for
an even greater witness may be given to
God’s kingdom if relief comes later. Never
term God “slow” but acknowledge that he
has his ‘due time' for everything. In the
meantime, he can provide angelic protec-
tion. Comfort can also be drawn from what
the apostle Peter said: “Jehovah knows
how to deliver people of godly devotion
out of trial . . . Jehovah is not slow re-
specting his promise, as some people con-
sider slowness.” (2 Pet. 2:9; 3:9) Yes, in-
deed, the Hearer of prayer can strengthen
those who are patient and who stick at
doing his will.

PThe power of intercessory prayer for
others should not be overlooked, whether
it is offered individually or by many. Je-
hovah is not forced into acting by sheer
weight of the numbers praying. The sup-
plication of those who petition is that Je-
hovah's will be done, and their united in-
terest and loving concern are for the help
and protection of their fellow preachers
of the good news. It may be that God’'s
will is to bring relief in a way not fore-
seen by those involved. Confidently rely
on this fact: Jehovah will back up those
who maintain integrity under difficulties!

DSo never should one feel that one’s
supplications are in vain or that perhaps
one did not pray in just the right way to
18. Why is patience vital in praying?

19. (a) Should we pray that God prevent persecution?

(b) What can Jehovah always do if he so chooses?

20. Should we ever feel that our supplications for
others are in vain?
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help those being persecuted. What God
does in reply will be what we should have
asked for had we known to do so. (Rom.
8:26, 27) Each one should be confident
that over the centuries Jehovah’'s power
has not waned nor has he grown deaf, un-
able to hear the prayers of his worshipers.

FREENESS IN PRAYER

2l The person in whom God'’s love reach-
es its full expression feels free to come to
him in full confidence. Why would any-
one hold back from offering a prayer of
thanks, praise or petition to a God with so
many wonderful qualities, including mercy,
long-suffering and loving-kindness? (Ps.
36:7) Upon gaining insight into these
qualities of his personality, imperfect peo-
ple should muster up courage to come to
Jehovah, the “God of glory,” on any sub-
ject and ask for help in doing his divine
will. (Acts 7:2) Living as we are in the
midst of a cold, selfish world, how refresh-
ing it is for us to come and pray to a fa-
ther who is compassionate and has mercy
upon us when we are in difficulty or at
some disadvantage. As he himself de-
clared to Moses: “Jehovah, a God merci-
ful and gracious, slow to anger and abun-
dant in loving-kindness and truth.”—EX.
34:6.

2There is also added reason for us to
approach such a God in freeness of speech
in prayer since learning the part that
Christ Jesus plays in this arrangement.
The apostle Paul focuses our attention on
him in these words at Hebrews 4:15, 16:
“For we have as high priest, not one who
cannot sympathize with our weaknesses,
but one who has been tested in all respects
like ourselves, but without sin. Let us,
therefore, approach with freeness of speech
to the throne of undeserved kindness, that
we may obtain mercy and find undeserved
%kl)) a)h\all\{h%nzhould_qne not hold back from ﬁrayer?

qualities attract one to Jehovah?

22. What is an added reason tor freely coming to
Jehovah?
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kindness for help at the right time.” Know-
ing that he underwent the very things we
must face and endure, we appreciate how
understanding he can be and how helpful
to us as we sinful creatures endeavor to
be reconciled to God through him as our
redeemer and mediator—Heb. 7:25.
ZBJesus felt free to communicate with
his Father in heaven when he was on earth.
At that time when he was far removed
from the presence of Jehovah, we can
imagine how he enjoyed speaking with God
by prayer. He had important matters to
talk to God about, therefore he went to
lonely places conducive to meditation. All
the Gospel accounts reveal Jesus as a man
of prayer—at his baptism he was praying;
also when he fed multitudes; again before
he chose his apostles; also at the Memorial
supper, and on the torture stake. On these
and other occasions Jesus was communi-
cating with his heavenly Father. In all
things he wanted to please his Father and
do His will, not his own. (John 5:30) He
kept going ahead with his assigned work,
knowing that his supplications and peti-
tions were favorably heard. (Heb. 5:7-10)
He never compromised to avoid persecu-
tion but led a life course of integrity, up-
holding Jehovah's sovereignty. As a result,
even heavenly creatures proclaimed him
to be worthy of the honor and glory to
which he attained.—Rev. 5:11, 12.
AWhat a fine example for all Chris-
tians to follow, this Leader and Master
who made his way successful by prayer!
All who want to be successful as he was
should copy the example of this one who
was so anxious to do each day what his
Father wanted him to do. Speaking to God
from the heart, asking for the strength
and backing to do the divine will, assists
the petitioner to walk and talk in a way
pleasing to the Creator. Drawing near to
God, imploring him in a spirit of depen-
23. (a) Wgy did Jesus feel free to talk with his

Father? (b) On what occasions especially did he ;)ray?
24. To make our way successful, what can we do”
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dence, and seeking his direction can be a
refreshing relief to ns. We are encouraged
to throw all our anxieties upon God. (1 Pet.
5:7) The counsel of Jesus, you remember,
was to pray and not give up on asking
God for anything we may need.—Luke 18:
1-7.

CONTINUE TO PRAY

SPlacing the proper evaluation on com-
municating with Jehovah will aid the sup-
plicant to hold to a righteous course, while
at the same time not expecting a spectacu-
lar answer to every request. In fact, one
may need to exercise much patience when
one is under trial or chastisement, in wait-
ing for an answer. One should never under-
rate the power of prayer, but, rather,
should show a “waiting attitude” with
confident expectation, as expressed by the
prophet Micah, that “my God will hear
me.”—Mic. 7:7.

BAfter you commit some badness, that
is no time to stop imploring God'’s favor,
as if you do not feel qualified to pray.
One’s transgressions must not be ‘covered
over.” (Prov. 28:13) If you want mercy,
tell Jehovah your God how sorry you Ere
for what you did, perhaps without think-
ing at the moment. After you have cor-
rected the matter to the best of your abili-
ty, show that you have fErith in the power
of prayer and God's willingness to forgive,
by apologizing to him. In this way you
can demonstrate confidence that Jehovah
hears your cries for help and understands
what you really need—Ps. 5:1, 2.

2Z’Do you fully understand the import
of the invitation to people of all flesh to
come to the Hearer of prayer? If one feels
to some extent a fear or dread of approach-
ing God, is it not demonstrating a certain
lack of love for him, even a lack of appre-
25. How can you show a waiting attitude?

26, 27. (a) How can you show faith in the power of
Pra%j/e'r)? (b) What should your love of God move you
0 do?
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ciation for the ransom provision? Certain-
ly one’s imperfections should not be a de-
terrent to a ready approach to the loving
Creator. In fact, one’s love for God should
move one to express oneself freely to one’s
merciful Creator—1 John 4:16-18.

BHowever, a loss of confidence in call-
ing on Jehovah for help can happen. Pos-
sibly a bad conscience or something that
went wrong in your life gave you a nega-
tive feeling of unworthiness. In a situation
like this there is grave danger if you ne-
glect to ask God for help. Why compound
the matter by ceasing to pray? For such
ones who hold back from coming to God
on their own and from speaking to him
freely, the intercessory prayers of older
men in the congregation can be a blessing.
These qualified ones in the congregation
are there to help you should you feel there
is a “cloud mass” blocking your approach
to God and hindering your prayers from
passing through. (Lam. 3:44) It was in
regard to praying for one another that
James wrote: “A righteous man’s suppli-
cation, when it is at work, has much force.”
(Jas. 5:16) This asking for help is a lov-
ing arrangement of counsel and prayer for
those who hesitate to pour out their heart
on their own to the God who is absolutely
righteous, good and holy. On the other
hand, the sinner who personally approach-
es God can be truly blessed in beseeching
God for mercy. It worked for King Ma-
nasseh of Judah. He kept praying, and his
request was finally heard.—2 Chron. 33:
12, 13.

DIt behooves one and all to be open and
honest with Jehovah God if they want him
to grant their requests. Why would any-
one try to hide anything from him? He
even ‘knows the hearts of all.’ So never
try to deceive him. (Acts 1:24; Jer. 17:
28. (a) How can the older men be_ a blessing to you?

éb) hat example is there of one with gross sins asking
od for mercy?

29. Why should all be honest in their prayers?
THE WATCHTOWER — JULY 1, 1975



10) In your prayers be specific, straight-
forward, earnestly acknowledging your
sins and errors against your heavenly Fa-
ther. Have the deep appreciation that loyal
David did and ask God to search you
through and know your heart. Plead with
him to give ear to your prayer and to pay
attention to your entreaties. (Ps. 139:23;
86:6) Remember, the prayer of the up-
right is a pleasure to him. So think of the
many reasons why you should keep pray-

N THIS modern age the

majority of persons seem to
have little or no time for God.
Many excuses are made as to
why they do not consider him
in their daily lives. However,
if one claims to serve the living
and true God, then one should loyally
communicate with him, looking to him
as the one whom to serve and obey in
everything.

2 Especially after one has committed 4

oneself to serve Jehovah God one should
take prayer seriously. Rather than view
it as a duty, one should enjoy it as a privi-
lege. With a preference to the doing of
God's will and a theocratic submissiveness
to it, one will pray: “Make me know your
own ways, O Jehovah; teach me your own
paths. Make me walk in your truth and

1 2. (a) Why should one communicate with God?
(b) How does one display a preference for God's will?
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"Every loyal one
will pray to you.
-Ps. 32:6.

ing freely, confidently expecting God to
hear and help you.—Prov. 15:8.

P There is One you can come to without

reservation. He is the “Hearer of prayer.”
So why not make him happy as you
by “prayer and supplication along with
thanksgiving let your petitions be made
known to God”? (Phil. 4:6) By doing this
you can go forward, experiencing the love
that God has for those who come to him.

30. To whom should you come without reservation?

teach me, for you are
my God of salvation.”
—Ps. 254, 5.

SINCERITY IN PRAYER

3 Sincerity is ir

in speaking with the
Most High if you expect
him to give attention to
your requests. In all se-
riousness and in full pos-
session of our senses, we
must be honest in the
appraisal of ourselves.
To be loyal to God's
righteous ways, we will
not gloss over our wrong
habits or questionable
attitudes. It is not pos-
sible to deceive the One with whom we
have an accounting. (Heb. 4:12) It would
be folly for us to pray one way and to act
out of harmony with the request.

mandments have the assurance: “The eyes
of Jehovah are upon the righteous ones,
and his ears are toward their supplication;
but the face of Jehovah is against those
doing bad things.” (1 Pet. 3:12) If we ask
for forgiveness, then we must practice
forgiving, from the heart. (Matt. 18:35)
If we pray for God's kingdom, we ought

3. How can we be sincere In our requests to God?
4. What should we do to please the Hearer of prayer?
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Those who loyally observe his com-



to seek it first in our lives. (Matt. 6:10,
33) If we are seeking more Scriptural
knowledge from God, then besides praying
for it we should set aside regular times to
study his Word, the Bible. Being filled
with accurate knowledge, we will be helped
to focus attention on the more important
things, and we will have these in mind
when we pray.—Phil. 1:9, 10.

UPHOLDING GOD'S WAYS

8We can be sure that God will always
uphold his own good name and righteous
ways. He will never lower his standards
to the level of those who, by their words
or works, show themselves to be disloyal
or wicked. Why should God pay attention
to the prayers made for a pretense from
hearts not in tune with him? The prayer
of those who practice wickedness can “be-
come a sin.” (Ps. 109:3-7) Those who
hypocritically turn their back on God and
yet pray cannot expect a favorable hear-
ing, as shown in Proverbs 28:9: “He that
is turning his ear away from hearing the
law—even his prayer is something de-
testable.” Long prayers by boastful and
proud men are also not acceptable, as ex-
plained by that authority on prayer, Christ
Jesus. (Matt. 6:5, 7; Luke 18:10-14) If we
do not learn to do good and to be respon-
sive to the Word of God, then, in effect,
it amounts to rejecting God's own Word.
This, in turn, would not be conducive to
our having a favorable hearing of our
prayers.

6 To cling to a fine relationship with ou
God and Father, we need to maintain his
lofty moral standards. By one's words
and/or course of action one can show ap-
proval or disapproval of deeds of immo-
rality or, possibly, leanings in that way.
“O you lovers of Jehovah, hate what is
5. Describe the prayers that are not acceptable.

6. (@) How can one's words or actions affect one's
prayers to God? (b) What should be kept honorable?
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bad. He is guarding the souls of his loyal
ones,” is the counsel of Psalm 97:10. Those
who come to be past all moral sense alien-
ate themselves from God by their course
of loose conduct. (Eph. 4:17-19) One's
practice of immorality or even condoning
it would render one’s prayers ineffective.
As an honorable person, appreciate the
divine arrangement of sex and marriage
and loyally uphold it so as not to block
or hinder your prayers.—Heb. 13:4.

PRAYER CAN BE HINDERED

7To keep the lines of communication
open with God, it is vital for you to walk
carefully in this wicked system of things.
In this way you can have the confidence
about which the apostle John wrote:
“Whatever we ask we receive from him,
because we are observing his command-
ments and are doing the things that are
pleasing in his eyes.” (1 John 3:22) Ver-
bal expressions carry little weight with
God if our actions are not in harmony
with our entreaties. By being careless one
may undercut the effectiveness of one’s
petitions to God. Hence, husbands are ad-
monished: “You husbands, continue dwell-
ing in like manner with them [your wives]
according to knowledge, assigning them
honor as to a weaker vessel, the feminine
one, since you are also heirs with them
of the undeserved favor of life, in order
for your prayers not to be hindered.”
(1 Pet. 3:7) This shows that even in one’s
homelife one can do things that affect a
favorable transmission of one’s prayers to
'God. This fact should alert all of us to be
most sensitive to walk in the right way in
every aspect of life, never presuming upon
God’'s mercy and compassion.

8Maintaining a peaceful
with our Christian brothers

relationship
in the con-

Zf Dgscribe some ways in which prayers can be hin-

(a) Why must we get along well with our brothers?
(b) What “is it good to remember?
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gregation is vital also, as we endeavor to
keep strong ties with the God we serve. If
we are quick to follow the advice of Jesus
in Matthew 5:23, 24, then we will not let
any problem, large or small, go unresolved
with our brother. If we do not straighten
matters out in a Scriptural way, we must
realize that it can render our prayers and
sacrifices unacceptable to God. It is well
to stop and think that very often Jehovah
has probably been merciful and patient
with us ourselves, giving us an extended
opportunity to correct a wrong course or
untheocratic at-
titude. Copying
our God in this
respect, we can
be most helpful
to others, espe-
cially those who
have come into
close relation-
ship with him
as our spiritual
brothers. As we
become doers of
God's ways, we
will be happier
and our prayers
need not be im-
peded by any unthoughtful action on our
part—1 Thess. 4:1.

8In the congregation, prayer should be
approached in a pure way. There should be
no feeling of animosity or anger toward
others. Those who are wise and under-
standing will cultivate a meekness that be-
longs to wisdom and will follow the desire
of the apostle Paul: “That in every place
the men carry on prayer, lifting up loyal
hands, apart from wrath and debates.”
—1 Tim. 2:8; Jas. 3:13, 17.

Does your family regularly pray together?

or establish his supposed personal rights.
Even though one has the freedom to do
something, care should be exercised to do
only that which is upbuilding. It requires
love to keep the peace, and forgiveness can
be unlimited on the part of each one. (Matt.
18:21, 22) It takes humility to admit a
wrong and ask forgiveness. The result of
such a humble course brings peace to the
individual and to the congregation. It out-
weighs any feelings of humiliation. It de-
velops and strengthens a person in the fine
quality of humility, which God appreciates.

(1 Pet. 5:5) Feel

free to seek Je-

hovah's rich
blessing as you
Christians “let

all your affairs
take place with
love.”—1 Cor.
16:14.
il

takes effort for
us to maintain
a fine relation-
ship with those
in the congrega-
tion, so we want
to do all we can
to allow no rupture in our treasured close-
ness to our Father in heaven. If we are
going to please him, we need to be holy
in all our conduct. (1 Pet. 1:14-16) Loyal-
ty will motivate the Christian to avoid any
tendencies to deviate from the way of
the truth and become spotted with the
world. When a person appreciates the all-
powerfulness of God and that he is not to
be trifled with and cannot be mocked, it
makes him pray for Jehovah's direction
to protect him from stumbling into wrong-

1 A humble brother will not fight withyoing of any sort. Failure to walk in the

his Christian brothers in order to defend

9. What might hinder congregation prayer?
10. How do love and humility help to keep the peace
in the congregation?
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right way in any respect can raise ob-
stacles to offering prayer freely.—Gal. 6:7.

11. What is recommended to please God?
409



LOSS OF APPROACH

LIf a person feels
he is losing his ap-
proach to God, if he
cannot pray anymore, then he should
examine his life course. There may be
one fault or a range of faults from an
improper outlook on life, bad stan-
dards of conduct or, possibly, some-
thing deeper, like the qualities of
the heart. There may be a failing
to do what one knows to be right,
for God’'s Word says: “If one knows how
to do what is right and yet does not do it,
it is a sin for him.” (Jas. 4:17) To stay on
speaking terms with God, we must avoid
using our lives in activities that put us in
opposition to him. It takes wisdom and
discernment on our part so as not to get
involved in anything that may jeopardize
our standing with the God we love and
worship.

BA deviation to any degree from a righ-
teous and true course can cause one to
have a bad conscience and then cause a
person to shrink back from praying regu-
larly. Those who refuse to submit to God's
will or who take liberties in opposition to
it are not guided by godly wisdom and
hence are bound
to err. When we
awaken to any loss
of friendship with
Jehovabh, it is good
to examine our-
selves and rectify
the causes of lack
of communication.

One cannot be a
lawgiver to oneself
and also please
God. Rather, those
who are loyal to
God can expect his

12. What may cause a
loss of approach to God?
13. What will cause one
to shrink back from
prayer?

Do not forget to ask
God’s blessing when
studying his Word
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It is good to thank God each day
for his many kindnesses

help. If we have his
smile of approval in
all our ways we can
rest assured that he
will listen to our re-
quests and reward usin
his own time and way.

EARNEST PRAYER
u

is more than just

talking to God. This
is emphasized in the many prayers record-
ed in his inspired Word for our guidance.
These prayers were, of course, appropriate
to the time and occasion. Today the peti-
tioner need not be bound to some wording
in conveying his thoughts to God. Prayer
should never become a meaningless routine
nor should it be held rigidly to some favor-
ite set of memorized words. Bible examples
show that men of prayer spoke in the same
everyday language they used when talking
to others. There is no need to use some
special vocabulary when we are speaking
with God. Let your prayer be in words
that express your heartfelt thoughts. Far
be it from one who worships God with
spirit and truth to pay someone else to
pray for him or to use someone else’s
prayers that are written in a book.—John
4:24.

5 The Model Prayer that Jesus furnished

his disciples helps us to appreciate things
of primary importance for us to in-
corporate in our prayers to the Most
High. (Matt. 6:9-13) This sample
prayer is marked by simplicity and so
should our prayers be as we come to
the One who can solve any prob-

lem we may have. Turn to him

for help whenever you sense any
weakening of your faith or any

14. (a) How can one convey one’'s thoughts

in prayer? (b) How can you make a prayer

your own?

15. When can we 7pray, and how should our
requests be made?
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tendency to drift from pure worship.
Throughout the day or night, in all sit-
uations or undertakings, in danger, temp-
tation, business, travel, pleasure or sick-
ness, be anxious to come to the listening
God, the Hearer of prayer. Take full
advantage of this source of strength as
you carry on “every form of prayer and
supplication.” (Eph. 6:18) Call out to
him for favor, assistance; lift up your
voice in gratitude. Remember that the
author of language is not impressed by
big words; just pour
out your heart to him.
—Ps. 62:8.

B It is profitable to
meditate prior to ap-
proaching God, so that
you will say what you
mean to say. Having
in mind fine thoughts
will prevent you from
rambling, or from just
saying the same things
over and over again in
a monotonous fashion.
You are not talking to
a neighbor or anyone
else but to the greatest
one in the universe,
Jehovah God himself. Acceptable prayer
is addressed, not only to him, but also
on right matters. Thus it is entirely
appropriate to think before you pray, pon-
der over the more important things. In
this way you can prevent your requests
from degenerating into formalism or be-
ing dulled by repetition.—Matt. 6:7.

71t may be well for you to seek out a
quiet place to pray. Jesus tried to get
away from people and distractions to spend
time in prayer. (Mark 1:35; Luke 9:18)
In quietness you can mentally review
things needed, matters beneficial for your-

16,17. (a) Is it good to meditate before praying? Why?
(b) How can you present a coherent prayer?
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self and those you love. Thinking before
relaying your thoughts to God will aid you
to present a coherent prayer.

PERSONAL PRAYER

BIn your own personal prayers, come
to God in a humble way, not trying to im-
press him or, in effect, to try telling him
what to do. You should remember your
littleness and humble yourself in the eyes
of Jehovah. (Jas. 4:10) Whether your
prayer is expressed audibly or uttered
voicelessly in your heart, your feelings
may be just as David's: “Let the sayings
of my mouth and the meditation of my

heart become pleasur-
able before you, O
Jehovah.” (Ps. 19:14)
Not only should we
present acceptable
prayers but we should
derive joy and refresh-
ment from present-
ing our innermost
thoughts to our heav-
enly Father. Realizing
that we belong to him,
we do well to acknowl-
edge his provisions for
us as well as for all
other members of the human family.
Wherever you turn, you see evidence of
a most generous and thoughtful Creator.
As recipients of God's love and goodness,
we should each one say, ‘Thank you’ loyal-
ly and regularly to him. We are encour-
aged to do so, in these words: “Always be
rejoicing. Pray incessantly. In connection
with everything give thanks.”—1 Thess.
5:16-18.

DOYour private prayer may embrace any
facet of life. Sometimes it may be that
God’'s own inspired Word will best convey
your thoughts as you reflect on certain
18. (a) What quality should mark our énersonal prayers?
(b) How can we express appreciation?

19. What should govern the contents of prayers? Give
examples.
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Scripture texts. It is the accurate knowl-
edge of God's will that should govern the
contents of prayer, for Jehovah cannot
work against his own purposes, despite
your requests. If you are loyal to Jehovah's
sovereignty, then his name should have a
place in your petitions as well as in your
life. Other related fundamental matters of
importance are incorporated in the prayer
that Jesus lovingly gave his disciples: “Let
your kingdom come. Let your will take
place, as in heaven, also upon earth.” The
other items mentioned in the prayer re-
late to the petitioner’'s desire to live in
God's favor.—Matt. 6:9-13.

DAmong the things you can appropri-
ately ask for is God’'s spirit. This active
force motivates one to go in the right way,
God’'s way. (Luke 11:13) If it is your aim
to be most useful to your God and his Son
Jesus Christ, then you will continue to ask
for divine direction to accomplish the most
good in the expenditure of your resources.
Truly living a dedicated life means buy-
ing out the opportune time for ourselves.
(Eph. 5:15, 16) One dedicated Christian
expressed herself in this way: “I ask Je-
hovah to let me realize whenever 1 am
wrong or out of line as a Christian.” He
who knows the secrets of the heart will
discern if we keenly recognize the need
for complete dependence on him so that
we, like Christ Jesus, can make our way
successful.—Ps. 44:21; compare Joshua
1:8.

2lYour thinking of all the reasons why
you must keep praying and also your con-
sidering all the necessary things to pray
about will move you to do so. “Be perse-
vering in prayer, remaining awake in it
with thanksgiving.” (Col. 4:2) Continue
to pray about your mistakes, problems,
needs for the day, a crisis that may arise

20. Why is it good to ask for God's spirit?

21. Name some of God's interests and your own
interests for which to pray.
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in your life, your feelings, your joys and
disappointments and frustrations. Pray
that you might have added strength to
keep on as a loyal and devoted worshiper
of the true God despite the pressures of
daily living. With the emphasis on our
getting the Kingdom good news preached,
keep it before you as a matter of peti-
tion and ask that you too might brace up
your mind for zealous activity. (Matt. 24:
14; 1 Pet. 1:13) By your focusing your
thoughts on God’s interests, as well as
your own, it will keep you alert to praise
and magnify his name and faithfully rec-
ommend his worship to others. Do not for-
get what you can do for others, and ask
that Jehovah may bless them as they also
endeavor to worship and serve him.—Heb.
13:15, 16.

PRAYING TOGETHER

2 It is beautiful to see a family praying

together at mealtimes and at other times,
such as when they tire enjoying spiritual
food. Family prayer can be a wonderful
blessing to a home, promoting obedience,
order and decency in family life. The fam-
ily is God's arrangement, and his guid-
ance should be sought on it. All members
of a family can learn to pray. No doubt
Jesus, when very young, was taught to
kneel and pray in his home. When he grew
up, he thoroughly appreciated prayer; in
fact, he was instrumental in teaching oth-
ers how to pray properly. (Matt. 21:13;
Luke 11:1) In their childlike simplicity
children can be taught how to speak rev-
erently to their Father in heaven, express-
ing gratefulness for the life they enjoy
and for having ahead the hope of a para-
dise earth under the kingdom of God.
Young and old people alike can form the
prayer habit, which they can carry with
them anywhere and everywhere, under
whatever circumstances they are.

22, Describe the benefits of family prayer.
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BChristian meetings are usually opened
and dosed with prayer, for all those as-
sembled look to their Grand Instructor as
the source of their teaching. Here again
it is proper for the one representing the
congregation before God to think care-
fully before he prays in behalf of those
present. There can be a request for divine
blessing at the opening of the meeting and,
at the close, a note of thanksgiving for
what has been learned and enjoyed. Ap-
propriate words should be expressed by the
one praying, keeping in mind the purpose
of the prayer and the occasion at hand.

“ Much can be said in a few words, as
demonstrated in the Model Prayer at Mat-
thew 6:9-13. When praying, think! What
does this congregation need? Request can
be made about the witness work in the
area, in substance that the brothers may
present the message effectively and be-
come adept at teaching Bible truth. As in
personal prayer, variety can be employed
as to the content of the united public pe-
tition, with a wide range of applicable
thoughts. For the congregation to prosper
and for love to abound, prayer is a divine
provision, just as is regular association
with those of like precious faith. All as-
sembled should hear the prayer clearly so
that they may say “Amen” at the con-
clusion.—1 Cor. 14:16.

Blt is wonderful to observe people of
all races accepting the invitation to come
to the Hearer of prayer. As a generous
23,24. (@) How is prayer used at meeting times?
(b) What are some things that might be prayed lor

on these occasions?
25. In what does Jehovah delight?

Father, he takes delight in rewarding
those who loyally serve him. “Jehovah
himself will not hold back anything good
from those walking in faultlessness.” (Ps.
84:11) AIll who express faith with a hope
of everlasting life can address him as Fa-
ther and expect his smile of approved as
they ask according to his will.

BWith full expectation that God will lend
a sympathetic ear to our thoughts in prayer,
we must likewise be fond of what he has
communicated to us in writing, his Holy
Bible. As we absorb more and more of
Jehovah's thoughts and ways, we will have
a deeper insight into the One to serve and
obey, and we will appreciate to the full
the fine relationship possible with him and
his Son, our channel of communication.
No matter what progress you have already
made in molding your life into conformity
to God's will, keep on asking for the help
and guidance that come from above.
Whether you kneel by your bedside or
pray along the way, whether you ask for
help early in the morning or late at night,
rest assured that the Maker of the ear can
hear your prayer—Ps. 119:62, 147.

X What greater joy could there be than
to have an answer to a prayer? Whether
you get an instant answer or wait until
God's due time, never lose faith in the
power of prayer. Every loyal one will be
steadfast in prayer, daily enjoying rich
blessings in gratitude and looking forward
to everlasting friendship with the Hearer
of prayer.

26. What should all of ug be fond of If we expect our
grayers to be heard?
7. What joy can there be, and for whom?

Prayer That Led to Finding God's Truth

¢ In Colombia a contractor prayed that God might use him in some way. When
one of Jehovah's witnesses, a missionary, and his ten-year-old companion called,
the contractor listened attentively. Impressed by the boy's Scriptural knowledge,
the man agreed to study the Bible with the missionary. Soon thereafter he got
rid of his books on spiritism, stopped smoking and then, after explaining to his
wife what the Bible had to say on the matter of idolatry, threw out the images.
Ten months after starting to study the Scriptures the man was baptized at a

district assembly of Jehovah's witnesses.
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D BE complete, a Bible should correspond
s closely as possible to the original manu-
cripts and thus contain everything that

s “inspired of God and beneficial for teachtwenty-two books

ing, for reproving, for setting things straight,
for disciplining in righteousness.” (2 Tim. 3:
16) But you may wonder, How can | be sure
that my Bible meets these requirements?

As you may have noticed, a number of Bible
versions contain such “deuterocanonical” or
“apocryphal” books as Tobit (Tobias), Judith,
Wisdom, Ecclesiasticus, Baruch, and 1 and 2
Maccabees. Does this mean that such Bible
versions are complete, whereas translations
from which deuterocanonical books have been
left out are incomplete? If such books were
indeed part of the inspired Scriptures, their
omission would make a Bible incomplete. But
are they?

There is clear evidence that these apocryphal
books were not recognized as part of the in-
spired Scriptures when the Christian congrega-
tion was established. At that time the Hebrew
Scripture canon had already been fixed and
did not Include any apocryphal books. The
first-century Jewish historian Josephus wrote:
'There are not with us myriads of books, dis-
cordant and discrepant, but only two and
twenty [the equivalent of the thirty-nine books
of the Hebrew Scriptures according to modern
division], comprising the history of all time,
which are justly accredited.” Expressing an
awareness regarding the existence of apocry-
phal books, he continues: “From the time of
Artaxerxes up to our own everything has been
recorded, but the records have not been ac-
counted equally worthy of credit with those
written before them, because the exact suc-
cession of prophets ceased.”—Against Avion,
Book I, par. 8 (according to the translation in
The Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible, Vol.
1, p. 163).

Noteworthy, too, is the observation of the
learned Jerome, translator of the Latin Vul-
gate. In his Prologus Galeatus to the Vulgate,
he lists the Inspired books of the Hebrew
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Scriptures in harmony with the Hebrew canon
(in which the thirty-nine books are grouped as
twenty-two) and then says: “Thus there are
This prologue of the
Scriptures can serve as a fortified approach to
all the books which we translate from the
Hebrew into Latin; so that we may know that
whatever is beyond these must be put in the
apocrypha” Writing to a lady named Lceta
on the education of her daughter, Jerome ad-
vised: “All apocryphal books should be avoided;
but if she ever wishes to read them, not to
establish the truth of doctrines, but with a
reverential feeling for the truths they signify,
she should be told that they are not the works
of the authors by whose names they are dis-
tinguished, that they contain much that Is
faulty, and that it is a task requiring great
prudence to find gold in the midst of clay.”

The apocryphal books manifestly were no
part of the inspired Scriptures and were clear-
ly not recognized as such in the early cen-
turies of our Common Era. Their omission
from a translation of the Bible, therefore,
does not make that version incomplete.

Another factor that might raise questions
about the completeness of one's Bible is that
certain words, phrases and even entire verses
found in some older translations do not ap-
pear in many modem translations. For ex-
ample, note the following quotations from the
Authorized or King James Version: “For the
Son of man is come to save that which was
lost.” (Matt. 18:11) “For of necessity he must
release one unto them at the feast.” (Luke
23:17) “There are three that bear record in
heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy
Ghost: and these three are one." (1 John 5:7)
If you were to look these passages up in such
modem versions as The New American Bible
(Catholic), The New English Bible, An Ameri-
can Translation, The Jerusalem Bible (Catho-
licy and the New World Translation, you
would not be able to find the first two quota-
tions and the italicized portion of the third.
Why?

Biblical scholarship has brought to light that
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these words were manifestly never a part of
the original manuscripts. These statements are
missing from ancient manuscripts dating back
as far as the fourth century. Contrary to what
might be expected, copyists were more prone
to add than to leave things out. This is evident
from the fact that the oldest and most reliable
Bible manuscripts are the most condensed.

e Do Jehovah's witnesses believe in doctors?

Yes, Jehovah's witnesses avail themselves
of the various medical skills to assist them with
their health problems. They love life and want
to do whatever is reasonable and Scriptural
to prolong it. Like Luke, the Christian in the
first century who was a physician, some Wit-
nesses today are doctors, in many fields of
health. (Col. 4:14) However, they do not ac-
cept therapy that conflicts with Bible require-
ments, such as a blood transfusion. The Bible
specifically forbids the taking of blood to
nourish the body.—Gen. 9:4; Lev. 17:1-14;
Acts 15:28, 29.

Jesus and the apostles often miraculously
cured the sick and infirm with the power of
the holy spirit as a sample of what will be done
in a complete sense in Jehovah's new system of
things. After the death of the apostles near
the close of the first century, the gifts of
miraculous healing on the part of God's ser-
vants ceased, and thus Jehovah's witnesses
today do not expect a miracle to restore them
to health. They do, however, look to God to
bless and direct their efforts to care for their
health in a reasonable manner. Yet they know
that, even as occurred with the apostles, God
still allows death to take faithful ones whose
bodies have reached the point where they
cannot sustain themselves with good food and
adequate rest or with the help of physicians.

There are, of course, various theories on the
treatment of disease. The Watch Tower Society
does not advocate one method over another;
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So if you cannot locate certain words or
texts in a modern translation, you need not be
alarmed. Such modern translation of the Bible
may be closer to the original than an older
version, the translators of which did not even
have available to them such valuable fourth-
century manuscripts as Codex Vaticanus and
Codex Sinaiticus.

individually each witness of Jehovah is left to
choose whatever treatment he or she feels best.
From time to time our publications discuss the
different healing arts and methods employed,
doing so as a matter of interest to our readers,
but letting each one decide what may be bene-
ficial.

We recognize that there are sometimes wide
differences of opinion among those who deal
with health matters. But there is no reason
for one Christian having feelings in one direc-
tion to criticize those whose inclinations are
toward other forms of treatment, as long as
what is decided upon is not prohibited by God's
Word. It is important to recognize, too, that,
as the facts show, the treatment that results
in good for one person may have no beneficial
effect on another and may actually work to
his harm.

Jehovah's witnesses, while being grateful for
whatever relief from sickness and disease the
medical profession can provide, appreciate that
such relief is at most temporary and that we
must look to God for permanent relief from
sickness. In Jehovah’s new system, now very
near, human creatures will be cured of their
sicknesses, and even death will be eliminated
on the basis of the ransom of Christ Jesus.

e | find Exodus 4:24-26, about the circumcision
of Moses' son, hard to understand. Whose life
was in danger, and what occurred?

This passage appears in the account about
Moses' return to Egypt, along with his wife
Zipporah. Exodus 4:24-26 literally reads: “Now
it came about on the road at the lodging place
that Jehovah [that is, Jehovah's angel] got to
meet him and kept looking for a way to put
him to death. Finally Zipporah took a flint and
cut off her son’s foreskin and caused it to
touch his feet and said: Tt is because you are
a bridegroom of blood to me." Consequently he
let go of him. At that time she said: ‘A bride-
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groom of blood/ because of the circumcision.”

This is an obscure passage and we cannot
at this time be conclusive about its entire
meaning. Other scriptures, though, do shed
considerable light on it. So we offer the follow-
ing suggestion:

The law earlier given to Abraham regarding
circumcision stated: “An uncircumcised male
who will not get the flesh of his foreskin cir-
cumcised, even that soul must be cut off from
his people. He has broken my covenant.” (Gen.
17:14) It being, not Moses, but his son who
was uncircumcised, the boy’s life was evident-
ly the one threatened by Jehovah’s angel. Then,
too, Moses had received a divine commission
from God through his angel to lead the Israel-
ites out of Egypt. (Ex. 3:10) So it does not
seem reasonable to conclude that Moses him-
self would be threatened with death by an
angel of God while Moses was on his way to
fulfill that commission.

It was the angel of Jehovah that had the
power from God to kill Moses’ son for not be-
ing in accord with the covenant of circumci-
sion. Logically, therefore, Zipporah would have
caused the foreskin (the evidence of having

complied with the covenant) to touch the an-
gel’'s feet and thus show that there was now
no reason for her son to die.

Zipporah’s unusual expression, “You are a
bridegroom of blood to me,” was evidently
made because circumcision involved a cove-
nant. The author of that covenant was Jehovah
God as here represented by His angel. Hence,
in addressing Jehovah through his representa-
tive angel as a “bridegroom of blood,” Zippo-
rah appears to have been, not speaking critical-
ly, but acknowledging her own submission now
to the terms of that covenant. It was as if
she had accepted a wifely position in the cir-
cumcision covenant, with Jehovah God as the
husband. By this act of obedience to God’s
proper requirement, the life of her son was no
longer in danger.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
August 3: Coming to the Hearer of Prayer.
Page 401. Songs to Be Used: 5, 28.
August 10: Be Steadfast in Prayer. Page 407.

Songs to Be Used: 38, 81.

COME, HEAR THE FREE PUBLIC ADDRESS:

ONE WORLD, ONE GOVERNMENT,

UNDER GOD'S

SOVEREIGN

It is the principal talk of the four-day district assem-
bly of Jehovah’s witnesses being held this summer in
scores of cities in the United States, the British Isles and
Canada. The assembly program also features helpful
Bible discussions on practical matters of life, and four

full-costume Bible dramas.

Contact the local Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses to find out where the nearest assembly will be
held, or write the publishers of this magazine.

416

THE WATCHTOWER — JULY 1, 1975



