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A watchtower enables a person to see far
into the distance and announce to others
what is coming. Can a magazine serve
similarly in our day? Yes, from its first
issue (July 1879) onward, The Watchtower,
published by Jehovah's witnesses, has done
just that.

How can it benefit you? Consider: Do you
long for a better world, one of true justice
and free from sorrow, hatred and war? Do
you want to live at a time when genuine
peace and love prevail among people of all
races? Then this magazine can aid you. Using
God's Word, the Bible, as its authority, it
points out the clear evidence that the present
wicked system of things will soon end,
destroyed by God. But it also announces
the coming in of a righteous new order.
There, under the rule of God's kingdom, his
heavenly government, people will enjoy life
forever in true peace, health and happiness
on a paradise earth.

Faithfulness to the Word of God lifts
The Watchtower above the contradicting
religious teachings and philosophies of men.
It stays strictly neutral as regards political
affairs. It wholeheartedly upholds the high-
est moral standard—that of man's Maker,
Jehovah God. From this source, it shows
solutions to the problems of daily life.

We know that many sincere persons would
appreciate a discussion of these things in
their own home with a qualified person. A
minister of Jehovah's witnesses will be glad
to call on you free of charge. To arrange for
this, simply write the publishers of this
magazine or contact Jehovah's witnesses
locally.
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churches!

HE churches of Christendom in-
I volve nearly a thousand million

persons. In recent years certain churche$70's. The same trend exists throughout

have grown rapidly. The publication Reli-
gion in America
percent of the people think that religion
is gaining in influence. In 1970 only 14
percent felt that way.

“At the same time, however, a majority
(56 percent) currently say religion is los-
ing influence,” notes the same publication.
A brief consideration of the attitudes and
conduct of most members of Christendom'’s
churches will reveal an interesting fact:
Millions of church members do not take
part in religious services or other church
activities. Though their names may remain
on church membership rolls, they have vir-
tually, if not formally, left the churches.
Consider:

MEMBERSHIP, ATTENDANCE DWINDLE

In the United States the United Method-
ist Church has lost some 150,000 mem-
bers each year for the past five years.
Certain other Protestant bodies in this
country have lost from tens to hun-
dreds of thousands of adherents during the
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the world. In sdme West German cities

1975showedikttaroweBart that they are kept busy

by veritable lines of people who want to
cancel their church membership. A com-
parison of figures in the 1975

Book of the Year with the volumes for
1974 and 1973 reveals a drop of 80,041,050
in the combined membership of Roman
Catholic, Eastern Orthodox and Protestant
Churches throughout the world in just
two years.

Besides direct losses, Christendom’s
churches have gained fewer and fewer new
members in recent years. Church atten-
dance, too, is very low. Polls taken in
France show that, while more than 80 per-
cent of French citizens are baptized Catho-
lics, only about 20 percent attend church
with any degree of regularity. A 1972
Canadian survey reveals that only 30 per-
cent of Montreal's Catholics attend Mass
and receive sacraments. In the United
States the church attendance figure is just
40 percent for adult members.

Why have so many millions of persons
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turned their backs on the churches of
Christendom?

WHY DO THEY LEAVE?

The reasons that people give for aban-
doning the churches are many and varied.
Some in West Germany do it in order to
be relieved of paying the church tax. More
often, however, the reason involves chang-
es in Roman Catholic teaching in recent
years. These have confused many persons
who thought that they had the true apos-
tolic religion. As one Catholic priest in the
United States put it: “If the things the
Church has said in the last ten years are
true, then everything it said for the last
2,000 years is false.”

Some clergymen have tried to retain
young people in their churches by
conforming to popular fancies. For

The Drop s 115, Church Alieidance

members of Christendom’s churches,

only 40 percent attended church in a
typical week. Attendance figures for other
countries are much lower.

M

ffi
1990 195

example, folk and rock music were incor-
porated into religious services. But these
efforts have been largely unsuccessful. “It
doesn’t seem to work,” commented Catho-
lic priest Andrew M. Greeley. “Somehow,
the young are not attracted by clerics who
act like drug freaks and churches that try
to substitute for the local coffee shop or
to do the Woodstock thing.”
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Open approval by many clergymen of
the loose moral standards prevalent today
has brought about further reverses for
many churches. Even youths disapprove of
this, as noted in the newspaper column
“Youth Attitudes”:

“There’s an old saying that you don’t pull
yourself up by dragging the other person
down. Just the opposite should be the case.
That's why, in our opinion, the churches have
erred in not standing firm behind high
moral standards and in being equally firm
in teaching what is morally right and wrong.
Young people need and want guidance. . . .
There is no compromise with what is moral-
ly wrong.”

Catholic priest and psychologist Martin
Pable cited another principal reason why
people are discouraged with the churches.
“People have real religious hungers, and
one of the few chances they have to satis-
fy this hunger is during the Sunday ser-
vice. And when the priest (or minister)
doesn’'t nourish spiritual hungers, there’s
a real disappointment.”

What are conditions like in your church?
Do you receive sound, Bible-based counsel

that builds spirituality? Or are you

B among the hundreds of thousands that
r, have been disappointed when hearing
pk  repeated pleas for money, discussions

of politics and approval from the pul-
pit of moral laxity? If that has been
your experience, does it make sense
to remain a member of such a church?
Millions have decided that it does not, and
so have left the churches. Should you?
This is a serious question for you to
consider. While you are doing so, be sure
to weigh carefully what God himself says
in the Bible at 2 Corinthians 6:14-17:
“Do not become unevenly yoked with un-
believers. For what fellowship do righ-
teousness and lawlessness have? Or what
sharing does light have with darkness?
. . . ‘Therefore get out from among them,
and separate yourselves,’ says Jehovah,
‘and quit touching the unclean thing.”
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If you decide to follow that Scriptural
advice and leave your church, where can
you' turn to satisfy your spiritual need?

IS “PERSONAL,” RELIGION THE ANSWER?

Most persons who have left the churches
still believe in God and feel a need for
spirituality. How do they seek to satisfy
this? According to U.S. News & World
Report, there has been “a renewed interest
in the more personal and emotional aspects
of religion.”

A considerable number of persons in re-
cent years have reported having “mysti-
cal” experiences. But this is really nothing
new. In the recent article “Are We a Na-
tion of Mystics?” priest Andrew M. Gree-
ley and William C. McCready comment:

“Such extraordinary experiences . . . are
recorded at every time in history and in
every place on the globe. . . . Easterner and
Westerner, saint and sinner, man and wom-
an, young person and old, all seem to report
a virtually identical experience—intense,
overpowering joy which seemed literally to
lilt them out of themselves.”

Have you ever had such a personal re-
ligious experience? If not, perhaps you
know someone who has. Such experiences
make a deep impression on people. But
there is a need for caution. Why so? Be-
cause, as noted above, they have been wide-
spread throughout history in pagandom
as well as Christendom. Experiences of
ecstasy do not in themselves help people
to know the true God, his requirements
for acceptable worship and his purpose for
the earth and mankind. Ecstatic experi-
ences may even hinder a person from seek-
ing this important information. How so?

Interestingly, the above-mentioned sur-
vey by Greeley and McCready noted that
48 percent of six hundred persons who re-
ported having such experiences felt “a
certainty that all things would work out
for the good.” When asked what he thought
about human survival after death, one per-
son whom they interviewed stated:
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“All 1 know is that, once you have experi-
ences like I've had ..., the question doesn’t
seem very important. You know things will
be all right, and you don’t bother yourself
worrying about details.”

The Scriptures, however, direct people
to “keep seeking” knowledge of God as if
digging for hidden treasures. (Prov. 2:3-
5) Jesus urged his disciples to ‘exert them-
selves vigorously’ to gain eternal life.
(Luke 13:24) And, although they had al-
ready been “sanctified in union with Christ
Jesus, called to be holy ones,” the apostle
Paul cautioned certain Christians of the
first century C.E.. “Let him that thinks
he is standing beware that he does not
fall.” (1 Cor. 1:2; 10:12; compare Philip-
pians 2:12; Matthew 24:13.) Any experi-
ence, therefore, that would tend to make
a person complacent and cocksure of sal-
vation could not be from God.

But if neither the churches of Christen-
dom nor personal religious experiences
provide the foundation for worshiping God
correctly, where can people turn?

THEY FOUND TRUE CHRISTIANITY
Jesus said of the way to distinguish his
true followers from persons who merely
profess Christianity: “Really, then, by
their fruits you will recognize those men.”
(Matt. 7:20) By what “fruits” ? Let us con-
sider two of them.

The true Christian congregation, accord-
ing to the Bible, would be “a people for
[God's] name.” (Acts 15:14) They would
obviously use the name of God, the Father
of Jesus Christ, in their worship. Does
your church do that? Do you personally
know and use the name of God in worship?
A young man from West Germany ex-
plains how this very thing helped him to
find true Christians:

“l had been living in a commune, taking
drugs and stealing to get food. Soon, though,

I realized how unreasonable such a life was

and so | began to search for a meaning to
life. But no goal seemed worth putting all
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my efforts into. Usually | gave up trying
before | had even begun.

“When | returned to the commune one
evening, | noticed that the others were hav-
ing a discussion about God. What | heard
there stimulated my interest to read the
Bible. I then began searching, for | was
confident that somewhere there must be a
true Christian congregation.

"Then my sister gave me a copy of the
New World Translation of the Bible. For the
first time in my life | was confronted with
the name Jehovah. A few days later | asked
one of Jehovah’s witnesses: ‘Why the name
Jehovah?’ His answer was precise, but | was
skeptical and just let him talk, thinking that
in this way | might catch him in his own
words.

“l maintained this skeptical attitude dur-
ing weeks of Bible discussions. But finally |
realized that | had found the very thing for
which | had so often prayed. Here was a
truly Christian organization. Soon | began
to make changes to harmonize my life with
Bible principles. Now | have the privilege of
spending a large part of my time in sharing
Bible truth with others.”

Jesus set forth another identifying mark
of true Christians when he said: “By this
all will know that you are my disciples,
if you have love among yourselves.” (John
13:35) A young woman found that this
helped her to identify true Christianity.
She relates:

“1 left home at eighteen, began using
drugs and living in a commune. There
were often as many as twenty people living
in the two rooms, so it looked like a gar-
bage dump. There | gained experience at
how bad and mentally cruel people can be.

“1 was convinced that somewhere there
must be people who truly practice love.
Then | came in contact with the ‘Jesus
People’ and joined them. Soon, however,
I realized that this was not for me. The
day’s routine was taken up merely with
singing, praying and dancing. While these
young persons did not take drugs, | no-
ticed that a person could ‘get high’ in their
presence.
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“l read the Bible daily and prayed that
God would lead me to a group of real
Christians. Then [a friend] visited me and
told me that God's name was Jehovah and
other things that he had learned from Je-
hovah's witnesses. But this did not interest
me at the time. | said that | was seeking
Christ. ‘If it's Christians you want to see,
[he] replied, ‘then come with me. ”

This young woman attended a meeting
at the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's Witness-
es. Here she was surprised to meet people
who truly demonstrate love for one an-
other and for strangers. She relates: “I
was very much impressed by the people
I met there.” Six months later she was
baptized as one of Jehovah’s Christian
witnesses. She married the individual who
had introduced her to Jehovah's witnesses
and now spends her full time sharing Bible
truth with her neighbors. Summing up her
feelings, she said: “I am thankful to Je-
hovah from the bottom of my heart that
he saved me from this crooked world sys-
tem and has brought me into his wonder-
ful light.”

Have you been troubled by the failure
of your church to meet the spiritual needs
of its members? Has your church replaced
sound Bible instruction with “social ac-
tion” and involvement in politics? Then
you have an important choice to make.
Does church membership mean more to
you than does having an approved rela-
tionship with God? Will you continue to
be part of an organization that is Christian
in name only? Or will you leave it?

If you would like to learn more about
the Word of God without any obligation
to join a church, Jehovah's witnesses will
be glad to help you. They will conduct a
free Bible study with you in your home
or at any other convenient location. Act-
ing on this invitation will aid you to learn
the form of worship taught by the Bible
itself. Is not that what you have been look-
ing for?
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Insight on

e “The era of the general church magazine

. * has passed,” says an editorial in “The

Christian Century” magazine.

This expression was prompted

End of an by the announcement that

Era? United Methodists Today”

would cease its publication in

June 1975. Beginning back

in 1956 under the name of “Together,” this

general church magazine reached a peak

circulation in 1959 of one million (there are

some 10 million Methodists). But then it began

to slide, and since its beginning it has run up
a sustained net loss of over $6,000,000.

It was not just the demise of this one
publication, however, that led to “The Chris-
tian Century’s” gloomy statement. This is but
one portion of the overall picture. In 1968
U.S. Protestant and Orthodox Church publica-
tions claimed a combined circulation of 23,-
008,185. By 1975 the figure had dropped to
little more than 16,000,000. Commenting on
the cause, “The Christian Century” says: “Pos-
sibly it is wrong to assume that the average
reader ... is a deeply committed Christian
longing for in-depth information about the
church. Then, too, there is the lingering suspi-
cion that church periodicals reflect the estab-
lishment and are inclined to use public rela-
tions gimmicks to push programs.”

Back in 1956 when “Together” magazine
began, “The Watchtower” had a worldwide
circulation of 2,550,000. Why not look on the
inside cover of this issue and see what it is
today?

 Medical evidence has linked the smoking
of tobacco with a long list of ailments— lung
cancer, emphysema, heart

disease and numerous others.

Smoking Now yet another ailment
and comes into focus. Dr. Edward
Teeth R* Loftus, a dental professor

at Harvard University, says

that “smoking is one of the

biggest factors in teeth loss.” In a research
survey of “259 smokers and 376 nonsmokers
[results showed] that the smokers suffered a
greater incidence of bone loss and loose
teeth,” he said. “They also had a greater
buildup of plaque and tartar, which collect on
the teeth and contribute to gum disease and
decay. The incidence of all these conditions in
the nonsmokers was significantly lower.” Dr.
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the News

Richard C. Graves, of the University of Michi-
gan, found similar evidence and offers this
explanation: “Smoking causes constriction of
the blood vessels in the gum tissue, thus re-
ducing the circulation and speeding up the
disease process.”

Some years ago Jehovah's witnesses who
had anything to do with the production and
promotion of tobacco, separated themselves
from such employment, often at a considerable
financial loss to themselves.

e In contrast with the above stand of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses is an article in the Louisville
“Times” under the headline
t # “The Evil Eye?” It reports on
“The Evil a large Indiana television-
Eye?” manufacturing plant employ-
ing 5,000 workers. A large
portion of these are members
of the Pentecostal religion. When interviewed,
many said that their religion views television
as ‘the work of the devil." “l1 am certain God
would condemn me if | had a television set
in my home,” said one woman employee.
Asked why she produced the sets, one young
Pentecostal answered that “they pay good,”
and added, “The Lord doesn’t care if we make
TV sets. He just doesn’t want us to watch
television.” Few would deny that, along with
some harmless and even worthwhile programs,
there is much that is bad and undesirable on
today’s television. Yet one wonders how any-
one who rejects it totally could still conscien-
tiously contribute to its use.

e The Bible foretold a lack of “natural affec-
tion” as one of the conditions marking the
“last days” of the present
system. In sad illustration of

Lack of  this, the London “Daily Mail”
Natural reports that, on the average,
Affection “two children die every day

in Britain as a result of

savage assaults by their
parents.” The more than 64,000 cases reported
in one year of small children with blackened
eyes and battered bodies does not make
pleasant reading. But what a comfort to know
that a new order nears in which “righteousness
is to dwell,” with none being allowed to “do
any harm or cause any ruin”— 2 Pet. 3:13;
Isa. 11:9.
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OOW VALUABLE

O MOST people life is a treasure.

Without it, there is nothing. To oth-
ers, life is not so important. They are will-
ing to take great risks for fleeting fame or
for pleasure. Yet most of these people who
appear to count life cheap try to pack all
the pleasure or fame that they can into
a short time. They reveal by their course
that they would actually love long life if
they felt that it could be lived under prop-
er conditions. But because of the present
bad circumstances they do not see any
possibility that life can be a long and hap-
py one.

How does the Creator regard the life
that he has given humans? He views it as
most precious, a treasure. He has life in
the fullest sense and knows what it is and
what it can be. Therefore he holds out,
through his Son Jesus Christ, the oppor-
tunity for everlasting life to mankind, and
does not want anyone to lose out on this
marvelous gift.—John 6:51.

How valuable is your life to you? Do you
want to prolong it? To those who take
hold of his provision for obtaining life he
gives assurance of deliverance from ex-
tinction. Oh, they may die now from sick-
ness or other causes, but they can be fully
confident of receiving a resurrection back
to this earth during the coming thousand-
year reign of Jesus Christ. (John 5:28, 29)
God is going to deliver and preserve many,
even millions of people, into that righteous
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“new earth,” for » i« hand.-2 Pet.

3:t kid that every individual
“ S se serving God has the guararP

through the destruction of this systemo

L gs Which has to n
thousand-year reign of Peace- ™ *
10-13; Rev. 19:19-21; 20:1-4) But God as-
sures us in his written Word (and God
cannot lie) that, as a body, his people will
be protected and delivered into that righ-
teous “new earth.” (Titus 1:2) He wants
them to LIVE, not die, and to enjoy full-
ness of life forever—Ezek. 18:23, 32.

TAKING UP “THE CUP OF
GRAND SALVATION”

The God who has such love for his peo-
ple inspired one of his psalmists to write
about his experience. (Actually, the psalm-
ist seemed to be writing of himself as rep-
resenting the entire nation of Israel.) He
underwent a situation in which his life
was on the verge of extinction at the hands
of the enemies of God and His people. Then
God delivered him from death. The apos-
tle Paul quoted the psalmist’'s words at
Psalm 116:10 and applied the words to
himself and fellow Christians. (2 Cor. 4:
13) In appreciation the psalmist said, ex-
ultingly:

\ shalld J epay to Jehovah for all his

me? QAP of grand salvation |
take up, and on the name of Jehovah
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I shall call. My vows | shall pay to Jehovah,

yes, in front of all his people.”—Ps. 116:12-14.
This beautiful psalm, Psalm 116, applies
in modem times to the remnant of anoint-
ed disciples of Christ from 1919 onward,
after they emerged from the hardships and
dangers of World War |. But there is a
greater deliverance ahead for them and
also for the “great crowd” of Christ's
“other sheep,” at the “great tribulation.”
And so, when they are delivered from dan-
ger by God's ridding the earth of wicked
ones in the “great tribulation,” they will
have peace. (Prov. 21:18) There can then
follow a preservation of loyal ones all dur-
ing the thousand years of God's Messianic
kingdom, the loyal ones of the “great
crowd” of Revelation 7:9-17 being the ones
that will forever keep living upon the
cleansed earth.

The psalmist spoke of a “cup.” A cup
contains something to drink or even to
pour out as a “drink offering” to Jeho-
vah, as was done in the psalmist’'s day.
(Num. 28:7; Phil. 2:17) Jehovah offers
to his people “the cup of grand salva-
tion” by preserving them through the
“great tribulation.” (Rev. 7:14) During
the thousand years of earth-wide rule by
the Messiah they will drink the “grand sal-
vation” provided to them, enjoying life “in
the lands of those living.” (Ps. 116:9) As
they do so, they will call upon the name
of Jehovah through his Messiah to bless
and guide them in all their efforts.

PAYING VOWS TO JEHOVAH

What are the “vows” that the delivered
ones have to pay to Jehovah? During their
danger of imminent death at the hands of
God's enemies, did they make any vows,
any solemn promises to God in desire for
deliverance on God'’s part? If so, then they
will pay such “vows” to Jehovah because
he acted in harmony with their vows and
preserved them. They will do what they

THE WATCHTOWER — JUNE 1, 1975

vowed to do “in front of all his people,”
thereby praising his name publicly.
Continuing to speak in appreciation of
Jehovah'’s preservation, the psalmist em-
phasizes the value that Jehovah places on
the lives of those who live according to
his righteous principles: “Precious in the
eyes of Jehovah is the death of his loyal
ones. Ah, now, O Jehovah, for I am your
servant. | am your servant, the son of your
slave girl. You have loosened my bands.”
(Ps. 116:15, 16) The psalmist appreci-
atively knew that Jehovah had considered
him loyal by preserving him. He had been
in dire danger of death, but Jehovah had
loosened the bands with which he appeared
to be tied to death. He called himself “the
son of [Jehovah's] slave girl,” which would
simply indicate that he was one of Jeho-
vah's people. He recognized that Jehovah
considered him one of His loyal servants.

DEATH OF LOYAL ONES “PRECIOUS”

How is the death of his loyal ones “pre-
cious in the eyes of Jehovah”? Well, just
as the psalmist was, they are precious
slaves to Jehovah. God’'s loving-kindness
toward his servant moved him to preserve
his servant’'s life. A person’s life is par-
ticularly valuable in Jehovah's eyes if the
person uses it in the right way, as a true
worshiper of Him. Jehovah counts the
death of the entire body of his loyal ones
too costly to let occur. Of course, the loyal
ones will express appreciation and thanks-
giving for this, because life is exceedingly
precious to them. It is a marvelous quality
on Jehovah's part that he is deeply con-
cerned with his servants’ lives. He con-
siders their death as being too high a price
to pay, and so does not let the death occur.
—Rom. 8:35-39.

Not only is Jehovah's great love here
manifested, but also his regard for justice
and righteousness in the universe is shown,
for the benefit of all his creatures. For him
to let his enemies triumph over his loyal
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people and wipe all of them from the face
of the earth would be a blot upon his uni-
versal sovereignty, his rulership over heav-
en and earth. He is the Creator of the
earth and he created it for those loyal to
him. (Isa. 45:18) If he cannot preserve his
group of loyal ones on earth even under
the heaviest, most dastardly attack by
anti-God enemies, it would be as if his ene-
mies were more powerful than he is and
had the right to say who shall live per-
manently on earth. He will not have his
rulership of earth, in fact, his whole uni-
versal sovereignty as well as his name
reproached, impugned by such a thing.

Furthermore, if Jehovah let his whole
body of loyal ones be effaced from the
earth, there would be no one left in the
courtyards of his great spiritual temple,
which are located here on earth. There
would be on earth no basis or foundation
for the “new earth” or righteous human
society to dwell under the “new heaven.”
(Rev. 21:1) How, then, could the thousand-
year reign of the Messiah begin, with no
earthly subjects? No! The death of the
entire group of God’s loyal ones on earth
would be too precious, too costly, for Je-
hovah. Out of respect for Himself, it is
too costly to allow.

SACRIFICE OF THANKSGIVING

For Jehovah’s saving the “great crowd”
of “other sheep” to live on earth, for main-
taining his purpose and his promises to
have the earth a place where righteous-
ness dwells, the *“tribulation” survivors
render heartfelt praise and appreciation.
Jehovah wants them to live as much as
they themselves want to live and enjoy
life. They, in addition to the remnant of
spiritual Israelites, will say, as did the
psalmist:

“To you | shall offer the sacrifice ol
thanksgiving, and on the name of Jehovah
I shall call. My vows | shall pay to Jehovah,
yes, in front of all his people, in the court-

330

yards of the house of Jehovah, in the midst

of you, O Jerusalem. Praise Jah, you peo-

ple!”—Ps. 116:17-19.

The survivors of the “great tribulation,”
the anointed remnant and the *“great
crowd,” will offer up sacrifices of thanks-
giving and praise to Jehovah for their de-
liverance, in the same spirit that Noah
and his family offered a grand sacrifice of
thanksgiving after being preserved through
the global deluge. (Gen. 8:20, 21) Then
the “great crowd” on earth will experience
even greater delight in seeing billions of
persons resurrected on earth for oppor-
tunity to take hold upon the desirable
prize of life also.—Rev. 20:11-15.

How do you value your own life? Do
you think it worth while to live on a peace-
ful, beautified earth, in perfection of
health and with no fear of death, ever?
Life, in some instances, may be difficult
now, but Jehovah, who knows how mar-
velous life can be under good circum-
stances, purposes to provide these circum-
stances. He desires you and all others to
grasp hold of the opportunity he offers
through his Word the Bible.

Knowing what Jehovah purposes for us,
we can come to know and love him and
become his loyal subjects, with the hap-
piest prospects in view. He is the only
source of life, real life that can be enjoyed
as he created mankind to enjoy it. For
this reason the psalmist's exclamation,
“Praise Jah, you people!” can be recog-
nized by us as wholly appropriate. This
expression, in Hebrew, is “Hallelujah!” and
appears many times in the Hebrew Scrip-
tures. In the Greek form it is found to-
ward the closing part of the Bible's last
book, Revelation or Apocalypse. (Rev. 19:
1-6) Those proclaiming God’'s name are
witnesses to Jehovah’'s majesty, loving-
kindness and magnificence.

Christians today render up this praise
through their great High Priest, Jesus
Christ, at Jehovah's spiritual temple. This
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is no earthly building. However, they meet
for Bible study and worship in buildings
that they call “Kingdom Halls.” They also
conduct free home Bible studies with in-
terested persons. All those who love life

T IS a delightful thing to come to ap-

preciate the majesty of God, his love,
his mercy and his fine way of dealing with
his people. It is also a heartwarming plea-
sure to become acquainted with God's
people.

But in this world Christianity is not the
easy way. After realizing this, if you have
set out on a course of serving Jehovah
God, you may find it profitable to examine
yourself by asking certain questions, such
as: What is my attitude when | encounter
unpleasant things? Do | persevere when
there is hardship? Am | determined to re-
main true to God if severe persecution
strikes? How do | feel about facing oppo-
sition, economic difficulties, sickness, pris-
on or other trials?

We have to be honest with ourselves:
Nobody wants to suffer hardships. Suffer-
ing ‘goes against the grain’ for anyone. It
is normal to have some fear. And Chris-
tians are certainly not looking for trouble
or seeking to be persecuted or put to death.

Nevertheless, persecutions and other
hardships will come. Jesus Christ foretold
this. But he also foretold that, along with
hardships, God would give his servants so
much more in good things that the trouble
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can now join them in searching into God'’s
Word, learning more about his purpose and
his promises, and can unite with them in
true worship. Grand prospects of survival
and life forever will be their happy lot!

would be light in comparison. He said to
his disciples:

“Everyone that has left houses or brothers
or sisters or father or mother or children or
lands for the sake of my name will receive
many times more and will inherit everlast-
ing life.”—Matt. 19:29.

The apostle Paul, who personally expe-
rienced much hardship, expressed agree-
ment, writing to fellow Christians:

“Though the tribulation is momentary and
light, it works out for us a glory that is of
more and more surpassing weight and is
everlasting: while we keep our eyes, not on
the things seen, but on the things unseen.
For the things seen are temporary, but the
things unseen are everlasting.”—2 Cor. 4:17,
18.

It may be that you possess many ma-
terial things. Do you count these as assets
only as they can help you to render better
service to God? Would you be willing to
give them up without regret if an issue of
integrity arose? Again, the apostle Paul
wrote:

“On account of him [Jesus Christ] | have
taken the loss of all things and | consider
them as a lot of refuse, that 1 may gain
Christ.”—Phil. 3:8; Luke 14:26.

True Christians in Germany during Hit-
ler's regime and, in more recent times, in
Malawi, demonstrated this fine attitude,
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sacrificing everything to maintain their
loyalty to God.

DEVELOPING THE QUALITY

Obedience to God is the key to develop-
ing endurance. How quick are you to obey
the things God’s Word commands? As you
carry out God's will, there are obstacles
that you are overcoming practically every
day. Do you willingly obey, nevertheless?
This can be of great aid to you in meeting
situations that require more than the usual
endurance. Jesus’ half brother James coun-
seled:

“Consider it all joy, my brothers, when you
meet with various trials, knowing as you do
that this tested quality [or proof] of your
faith works out endurance. But let endurance
have its work complete, that you may be
complete and sound in all respects, not lack-
ing in anything.”— Jas. 1:2-4; Kingdom Inter-
linear Translation.

Therefore, if you have started on the
course of obedience to God you will cer-
tainly want to avoid giving in to any trial
now, however small. Temptations due to
desires of the flesh can bring great pres-
sure upon Christians, both from within
themselves and from the bad “atmosphere”
and associations in this world. Sexual im-
morality, excessive drinking and the use
of drugs, including tobacco, are among
these things. Persecution can also bring
strong pressure to sin by compromising
and breaking integrity. The apostle Peter
expressed the attitude and determination
that the Christian should have when he
wrote:

“Therefore since Christ suffered in the
flesh, you too arm yourselves with the same
mental disposition; because the person that
has suffered in the flesh has desisted from
sins, to the end that he may live the re-
mainder of his time in the flesh, no more for
the desires of men, but for God’'s will.”
—1 Pet. 4:1, 2.

So, if you have accepted the Christian way
of life, which you know includes suffering
for the truth’s sake, and perhaps have al-

332

ready suffered to an extent for righteous-
ness’ sake, now is no time to turn back.
—Luke 9:62.

TESTING YOURSELF
To test yourself as to whether you are
developing endurance, look at what you
are doing at the present time. Are you
maintaining faithfulness now? Are you
regularly studying God's Word now? Do
you get, not merely the “milk” of the word,
the primary doctrines, but also “accurate
knowledge and full discernment; that you
may make sure of the more important
things” 7—Phil. 1:9, 10; Eph. 5:16.

Are you at the present time ‘putting
yourself out’ to help others? Or do you
hesitate to inconvenience yourself? (Gal.
6:10) One who is willing to undergo some
difficulty in behalf of others in the inter-
ests of true Christianity is developing the
quality of endurance—Jas. 1:27.

Another essential factor is emphasized
by this question, Do you recognize that
your success in enduring trials is due, not
to any good in yourself, but to the strength
that God supplies? (1 Pet. 4:11) Do you
confidently look to God for wisdom and
ability, and do you recognize that all you
have comes from him?—Phil. 4:13; Jas.
1:5.

THINGS TO AVOID

In our obedience to God, and in things
that we have endured, we should not re-
lax, feeling that we have reached our goal.
Neither should we develop a boastful spirit,
feeling that, when we have endured some
trial, we are “heroes,” entitled to special
consideration, or that we are more ad-
vanced toward the goal than our brothers
are. It is ‘he that endures to the end that
will be saved. (Matt. 24:13) To avoid a
wrong attitude, call to mind that some of
those who had endured years of suffering
in Nazi concentration camps later fell prey
to materialism or immorality. There is
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only one cause for boasting, and that is in
knowing Jehovah.—Jer. 9:23, 24.

Some persons worry about specific phys-
ical abuse that they may have to endure.
This is unwise. We do not know what
hardships we, individually, may encoun-
ter. Not all will meet the same trials. The
vital thing is to trust in Jehovah. “God is
faithful, and he will not let you be tempted
beyond what you can bear, but along with

A AW iWiIW/H//111,

Finland, a land
that is 92 percent
Lutheran. When |
became one of Je-
hovah’s Christian
witnesses in 1930, my employment as a
schoolteacher was threatened.

This was because the Bible Students, as
the Witnesses were then known, were
viewed as being Communists and were told
that they would be sent to Russia. The
school board threatened me with this if |
did not leave the school districtvoluntarily.

But | refused to leave my job. The
school board then tried to get me to prom-
ise not to go from house to house, preach-
ing a “new doctrine” that the community
could not tolerate. 1 could not, of course,
give such a promise; in fact, it was my
goal someday to preach the good news of
God's kingdom full time.

Next, the school board evidently worked
on the parents of my pupils. They tried
to get the pupils to go on strike. But not
one stayed away from school.

I GREW wup in
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THE FINE FIGHT
THE FAITH

As told by Vaino Pallari

the temptation he will also make the way
out in order for you to be able to endure
it.”—1 Cor. 10:13.

Jehovah wants his people to be happy.
He takes no pleasure in seeing his people
suffer. But he does make even those en-
during hardship happy because they have
the opportunity now to make an everlast-
ing record of integrity to the Universal
Sovereign Jehovah God.—Matt. 5:11, 12.

Finally, frustrated in their attempts to
get me removed, the school board simply
abolished the position | held. However, the
outcome of such a procedure was that |
would be entitled to a
considerable income.
I did not raise any ob-
jection, as the finan-
cial assistance would
simply help me to get
started in the full-time
preaching work—my
ultimate goal. The op-
portunity that I had
waited for presented itself, and | seized it,
rejoicing that at last | could devote all my
energies to “the fine fight” of the faith,
as the apostle Paul did.—2 Tim. 4:7.

Also, about that time | received a letter
from the Watch Tower Society, asking me
to help to organize the house-to-house
preaching work. This was a very happy
time. | was in the preaching work with my
Christian brothers every day and held
meetings in the evening—yet it did not
seem too tiring.

THE WAR YEARS

In 1939 the threatening clouds of war
gathered on the horizon. The people in
Finland were in a very anxious frame of
mind. As Jehovah’s Christian witnesses
were neutral in political affairs, they were
looked on with disfavor and were no longer
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able to work freely. The first court case
against the Witnesses began before the war
actually broke out. On one occasion, while
I was distributing the Bible booklet Gov-
ernment and Peace in Turku, | was sur-
rounded by the police and charged with
“unlawful peddling,” which resulted in
legal proceedings.

During the war we had continual court
cases and our preaching work was officially
banned. We were viewed as Communists,
which, at that time, was considered to be
the worst thing imaginable. Since the
Watch Tower Society had been banned, it
could not arrange meetings, but they were
held, nonetheless, in the name of a private
Christian. This was possible because the
law on freedom of religion was still in
force, in spite of the war.

we emerged from these bomb shelters, we
would see fires blazing all around us, but
the homes of the Witnesses were rarely
damaged.

The most frightening event of my life
occurred during the height of the war. |
was returning home very late at night on
the tram. Two slightly drunk soldiers hap-
pened to get on the same tram, and, seeing
me in civilian clothes, they became very
bitter. They talked about me between
themselves and said that | should be in
uniform. We got off at the same place, and
the men ordered me to stop.

One of them asked me why | had stirred
up a fuss on the tram, which, of course,
I had not done. All of a sudden the other
one took out a knife and said: “What
would you say if we let the wind out of

I have always had poor health and beyou?” | tried to explain the disagreeable

cause of this | was exempted from military
service. So | was able to continue my full-
time preaching work, for which | was pro-
foundly grateful to Jehovah.

Working as a circuit overseer during the
war was not without its anxious moments.
Since The Watchtower and Consolation
(now Awake!) were banned, we had to
take all the mimeographed spiritual food
along in a suitcase. This was dangerous,
since the military police often examined
bags of travelers to see if they had butter
(all food was rationed) or other “forbid-
den luggage.”

On one occasion | had many mimeo-
graphed Watchtower magazines in my
bag, and a military policeman asked what
they were. | replied that it was Bible lit-
erature that is given to people to read.
Fortunately he was in a hurry, so he did
not take the time to look further into the
matter. If he had examined the literature
I was carrying, he would surely have ar-
rested me.

The bombing raids on the cities were an
experience. Often we had to interrupt a
meeting to go to a bomb shelter. When
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consequences to them if they did it, but
they replied that they had suffered so
much at the front that they did not care
anymore what happened to them. All of a
sudden the soldier raised his knife, intend-
ing to strike me. Then, with my heart
fluttering, | grabbed his hand, although
I could not actually stand up against them.

I felt helpless in this situation, and |
breathed a prayer to Jehovah, as | had
been doing during this whole episode. As
though by a miracle, the soldier loosened
his grip and let me go. | continued on my
way, weeping for joy and thanking Jeho-
vah for saving my life. The Bible's assur-
ance came into my mind: “A hiding place
is the God of ancient time, and under-
neath are the indefinitely lasting arms.”
—Deut. 33:27.

REJOICING IN
“THE FINE FIGHT” AT BETHEL

In 1942 | received an invitation to serve
at Bethel, the Watch Tower Society’s
branch office, where 1 have since had
many privileges of service. During the war
I had the task of procuring food for the
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Bethel family, which was really quite dif-
ficult as there was a serious shortage of
everything. On many occasions we got
what we needed in almost miraculousways.
It was as though manna fell from heaven
to help us through the trying time of war.

I also had the privilege of handling legal
affairs. For example, many Witnesses who
had no close heirs wanted all their finan-
cial assets used to advance Jehovah'’s work
sifter their death. But in Finland there is
a law requiring that after the death of the
testator the beneficiary of the will has to
contact all the deceased’s relatives. This
necessitated my contacting all relatives of
deceased Christian brothers who had made
such wills, and this is no easy task.

We have also had a continual battle with
the Finnish Broadcasting Corporation. Just
about all the religious denominations have
been allowed to broadcast over the radio,
but we have not been allowed to do so. And
not only that, but from time to time at-
tacks have been made on our preaching
work.

One commentator made up an unfavor-
able program about the Witnesses, and in
it very coarse Finnish words were bandied
back and forth. The
program was taped in
advance and we were
permitted to hear it
before the actual pre-
sentation. Another
Witness and | wrestled
with this problem for
about a week, and we
were successful in get-
ting the producer to
remove the worst in-
sults, but it was still
very bad. Right after
this, as a result of the
nervous tension, |1 had
a stroke. | partially
lost my eyesight and
power of speech and
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completely lost the ability to read and
count.

After a few weeks in the hospital, | re-
covered fairly well, but I have felt cold
ever since. The doctor ordered me to “re-
tire” and forbade me to put forth too much
effort in anything. I had to get into a low-
er gear in order to continue my service,
but I can assure you that | have not lost
what the Finns call sisu or fortitude.

Thus at times | have worked perhaps
harder than | should, but I have enjoyed
it. Recently, | had another stroke, which
was worse than the previous one. My
speech, which returned quite soon, now
seems to be at a standstill. Again | have
had to slow down, but I still want to do my
best to fight “the fine fight” of the faith.

Looking back on the forty-four years
that I have spent my full time in the
service of God, | can say that | could not
have used my life in a better way. Such
full-time service, which one learns to love
more and more as the years go by, is so
rich in blessings that no other work can
compare with it. Although the work in
Bethel, as well as in the field service, re-
quires strength, it is a source of great joy.

The Watch Tower Society’s branch office in Finland
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OVE is vital to the en-
Ljoyment of peace, hap-
piness and contentment. In-
deed, life is not worth
living without love—a fact
that even materialistic
scientists recognize. “l want
to affirm the unique impor-
tance of love . . . Love is
indispensable,” wrote the
well-known scientist Sir
Julian Huxley.

2 Why do even those who
refuse to acknowledge the
existence of a Creator stress
the importance of love? For
one reason, scientific stud-
ies have documented our
need for love. These studies
indicate that, as hunger
must be satisfied for a person to survive,
so humans also need to love and to be
loved. Scientist Ashley Montagu wrote:
“We now know from the observations of
a number of physicians and investigators
that love is an essential part of the nour-
ishment of every baby and that unless he
is loved he will not develop as a healthy
organism ... Even though he is physically
well nurtured, he may nevertheless waste
away and die.”

WHY HUMANS POSSESS LOVE

"Love one another
intensely from the
heart.”—1 Pet. 1:22.

INTENSE LOVE

ONEANOIHER

develop by chance. Is it not
evident that it was implant-
ed in them by a loving Cre-
ator? All of us have the
ability and capacity to love
and, with cultivation, this
quality can be expressed in
the most beautiful, heartwarming ways.
*Jehovah God bestowed this gift of love
at the creation of the first human pair. We
know this because Adam was created “in
God's image.” And since “God is love”
—Ilove being his dominant quality—the
creature made in his image would also
possess love. (Gen. 1:26, 27; 1 John 4:8)
That the first man Adam was endowed
with love for his beautiful new wife is evi-
denced by his joyful expression at seeing
her: “This is at last bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh.” (Gen. 2:23) Even

3 Happily, however, there is little danthough Adam sinned and lost perfection,

ger that a child will fail to receive the
tender, unselfish care it needs. This is be-
cause instinctively, as the Bible says, “a
nursing mother cherishes her own chil-
dren.” (1 Thess. 2:7) Where did mothers
get this love for their offspring? It did not
1, 2. (a) How .important is love? (b) WhY do even
atheistic scientists recognize love to be vital?

3. (a) Why do children usually receive the love they
need? (b) Where did humans receive this capacity and
ability to love?

336

he passed on to his offspring the ability
to love, including the capacity humans
have to find intriguing delight with one
of the opposite sex. Indeed, an ancient wise
man said that one of the four things too
wonderful for him to understand was “the

4. (a) Why do we know that Adam was endowed at
creation with the quality of love? (b) What evidence is
there that Adam had love for Eve, and that this capacity
to love one of the opposite sex was passed on to his
offspring?
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way of an able-bodied man with a maiden.”
—Prov. 30:19; Gen. 24:67; 26:8.

LOVE IS EXPANSIVE
5But in addition to this romantic love
that can exist between men and women,
humans ordinarily have a natural, deep
feeling of affection for their fleshly rela-
tives. Thus when Joseph, after many years
of separation, saw Benjamin, “his inward
emotions were excited toward his brother.”
Later, “he fell upon the neck of Benjamin
his brother and gave way to weeping, and
Benjamin wept upon his neck.” (Gen. 43:
30; 45:14) This family love also moved
Andrew, when he had found the Messiah,
to look for his brother Peter to tell him
this grand news.—John 1:40-42.

know that you are my disciples, if you
have love among yourselves.” (John 13:
35) And yet, a true Christian’s love can-
not be limited to just fellow servants of
God. It must reach out to include still
others. In fact, Jesus commanded: “Con-
tinue to love your enemies and to pray for
those persecuting you; that you may prove
yourselves sons of your Father who is in
the heavens.”—Matt. 5:44, 45.

THE LOVE THAT WE NEED TO CULTIVATE

8Clearly, this quality of love with which
God endowed humans can be expressed in
various degrees and senses. How so? Be-
cause obviously the love a Christian has
for an enemy who is persecuting him is
not the same tender affection that a nurs-

8 Yet this quality of love is capable ofng mother has for her baby, that Joseph

reaching out and including persons other
than one’s fleshly relatives. Jonathan, the
Benjamite son of Israel's King Saul, was
so moved by the good qualities of David,
a descendant of Judah, that his “very soul
became bound up with the soul of David,
and Jonathan began to love him as his own
soul.” Later, when Jonathan was Killed,
David was moved to call him “brother,”
and to say: “My brother Jonathan, very
pleasant you were to me. More wonderful
was your love to me than the love from
women.” The Moabite Ruth’s love for her
mother-in-law Naomi is another example
of how love can include persons other than
natural fleshly relatives—1 Sam. 18:1;
2 Sam. 1:26; Ruth 1:16, 17.

7Those who become true Christians
must also have warm brotherly love for
one another, regardless of the race, na-
tionality, social position or economic sta-
tus of their Christian brothers and sisters.
Jesus showed this, saying: “By this all will

5. Besides romantic love between men and women, what
evidence is there of love existing between fleshly rela-
tives?

6. What Bible examples show that a person’s love can
include others besides fleshly relatives?

7. How inclusive must a Christian’s love be?

THE WATCHTOWER — JUNE 1, 1975

had for Benjamin, that Jonathan felt for
David, or that a Christian feels for a fel-
low believer. God does not expect us to
be fond of an enemy, or even necessarily
to like him. Yet we are obligated to love
him. Is this contradictory?

8. Explain how love can be expressed in various degrees
and senses.

Genuine love for David moved Jonathan to
give him some gifts as a token of his affection
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9No, it is not, when once we understand
the meaning of the principal Greek word
translated “love” in the Christian Greek
Scriptures, or so-called New Testament.
The noun form of that word is agape. Re-
garding God'’s
pository Dictionary of New Testament
Words by W. E. Vine says: “This is not the
love of complacency, or affection, that is,
it was not drawn out by any excellency in
its objects.” And it is a fact: Humankind
as a whole are not a very lovable lot. But
this is not really their fault—Eph. 4:17-
19; Titus 3:3.

10Due to inheritance from Adam, all hu-
mans were conceived in sin and brought
forth with an inclination toward wrong-
doing. (Ps. 51:5) God knows this. So he
is moved to love mankind, not because of
any merit or excellency on their part, but
particularly because he realizes that, in
time, many humans will respond to his love
and bring their lives into harmony with
his will. (Rom. 5:8-11) Agape, therefore,
carries the meaning of love that is dis-
tinguished by respect for principle. So,
then, if we copy the example of our heav-
enly Father we will love even those who
give no evidence of deserving our love.
They may be cynical, selfish and even im-
moral or criminal. We will hate what they
do and say, yet, at the same time, we
will be concerned for their personal wel-
fare. We will do all we can to encourage
them to respond to God's love. Are you
cultivating such a love for humankind in
general, one that is guided by principle?

N But it is not love guided only by prin-
ciple, and lacking affection and warmth,
that the apostle Peter had in mind when
he wrote fellow Christians: “Love one an-
other intensely from the heart.” (1 Pet.

9, 10. (a) How does knowing the meaning of agdpe, and
Jehovah's exercise of it, help us to appreciate that per-
sons might be loved but not necessarily liked? (b) How
can we show love for evil, immoral persons?

11, 12. (a) Should a Christian’s love for his brothers be
guided only by principle? (b) How does marital love
and Jehovah's love for his Son indicate that agdpe
includes more than just love guided by principle?
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1:22) While respect for principle is a dis-
tinctive feature of agape, this love can also
include affection and fondness. Thus we
read: “Husbands ought to be loving [verb
form @l their wives.” (Eph. 5:28)

agdpefor mankdiiduslizxthis does not mean that Chris-

tian husbands should love their wives sim-
ply as they love their enemies! No; but,
rather, the admonition “to be loving their
wives” means that husbands should also
have feelings of warmth, tenderness and
affection for their wives, as the Creator
purposed.

DThat the Greek word agdpe may in-
clude very deep feelings of affection and
fondness is also indicated in other Bible
examples. For instance, we are told: “The
Father loves the Son.” (John 3:35) The
love of God for his Son, Jesus Christ, is
not simply governed by respect for prin-
ciple. Jehovah has tender affection and
compassion for Jesus, as the Bible says:
“The Father has affection for the Son and
shows him all the things he himself does.”
Jehovah God said: “This is my son, my
beloved, whom | myself have approved.”
—John 5:20; 2 Pet. 1:17.

BSo, then, this is the degree of love
that Christians need to cultivate for one
another. It is not a halfhearted love, or
love shown simply out of duty for persons
whom they may not even like. But it is
a warm, tender affection for others, com-
parable to the tender love that one has for
a cherished relative, and which Jehovah
has for his dearly beloved Son. The apos-
tle Peter stressed that our love for one
another should be of this kind or degree
when he encouraged: “Love one another
intensely,” or, as other translations put
it, “fervently?”
(1 Pet. 1:22; New American Standard Bi-
ble, The New English Bible) The original
Greek word rendered “intensely” means,
13. (a) What degree of love should Christians have for
one another? (b) How does the basic meaning of the

Greek word for “intensely” indicate the proper degree
of our love?
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literally, “outstretchedly.” ( In-
terlinear Translation) Our love, therefore,
must be exerting itself to the limit with in-
tensity. Are you cultivating this kind of
love?

KUWe all need to work on doing so.
This is because Adam'’s disobedience about
6,000 years ago has sunk the human fam-
ily deep into sin and imperfection, adverse-
ly affecting our capacity to reflect Jeho-
vah's dominant quality of love. Even the
instinctive feelings of love that close rela-
tives naturally have for one another are
sometimes twisted and perverted, as in the
ancient cases of Cain, Esau and Joseph’s
half brothers. The Bible foretold that this
would also be evident “in the last days”
when people would have “no natural af-
fection.” (2 Tim. 3:1-3) How vital it is,
therefore, that we cultivate love so as to
keep it alive in our hearts! But how can
we who are living in this critical period
of the “last days” learn to love one an-
other? The apostle Paul explains: “With
reference to brotherly love, you do not
need us to be writing you, for you your-
selves are taught by God to love one an-
other.” (1 Thess. 4:9) How does God
teach us this?

HOW TAUGHT BY GOD TO LOVE
BHe does so in a number of ways. We
might say that by creating man in his
image, endowing mankind with the capac-
ity and ability to love, God has, in effect,
inclined us, even though now sinful, to be
loving. Then, too, God has taught us to
love one another by repeatedly making
the exercise of love a command. Accord-
ing to Jesus Christ, one of the two prin-
cipal commandments of God's law to Israel
was: “You must love your neighbor as
yourself.” The disciple James called this
14. (a) Why do we need to work on cultivating love?
(b) How can we learn to love one another?
15. (a) In what way might it be said that Jehovah

teaches us to love one another? (b) How much are
Christians obligated to love one another?
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“the kingly law.” (Matt. 22:39; Lev. 19:
18; Jas. 2:8) However, speaking as God’s
representative, Jesus revealed that Chris-
tians must have even superior love, loving
one another just as he had loved his dis-
ciples. (John 13:34; 1 John 3:16) But in
another especially appealing way Jehovah
God has taught humankind to love one
another.

BThis is by example. The apostle Paul
spoke to a crowd in the ancient Roman
province of Galatia, Asia Minor, saying
about God: “He did good, giving you rains
from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling
your hearts to the full with food and good
cheer.” (Acts 14:17) Thus God not only
commands us to love one another, but
shows by example how we should do it.
(Matt. 5:44, 45) His finest example of
showing love is the provision of his most
precious possession for our benefit. The
Bible explains: “God sent forth his only-
begotten Son into the world that we might
gain life through him. . . . Beloved ones,
if this is how God loved us, then we are
ourselves under obligation to love one an-
other.”—1 John 4:9-11.

I7So, as we consider the marvelous
things Jehovah has done—providing us
with bountiful material blessings, but es-
pecially with the gift of his Son that makes
possible everlasting life in a new sys-
tem of righteousness—we learn the truth
about what a fine God and Creator Jeho-
vah is. What should be the result of our
acceptance of this grand truth regarding
Jehovah'’s provisions and then living in
harmony with it? The apostle Peter spoke
of “unhypocritical brotherly love as the
result,” yes, a beautiful family relation-
ship of brotherhood and love! And so in
our appreciation, what is it vital that we

16. (a) In what particularly fine way does Jehovah teach
us to love one another? (b) What is the greatest mani-
festation of God's love?

17. What should be the result of our learning the truth
about Jehovah and his grand provisions for us?
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do? Peter added: “Love one another in-
tensely from the heart.”—1 Pet. 1:22.

WHY INTENSE LOVE VITAL THEN

DBut what about the Christians? The
third-century historian Eusebius Pamphi-
lus notes: “The whole body, however, of
the church at Jerusalem, having been com-

B To appreciate why intense love wamanded by a divine revelation, given to

vital in Peter's day, we need to examine
the circumstances then. Peter explains:
“The end of all things has drawn close.
Be sound in mind, therefore, and be vigi-
lant with a view to prayers. Above all
things, have intense love for one another.”
(1 Pet. 4:7, 8) It is true, the end was then
near. Peter wrote sometime between 62
to 64 C.E., and it was shortly after that,
in the year 70, that the end finally came
to the Jewish system of things. The Ro-
man armies devastated the whole area of
Judea, and especially Jerusalem. A proph-
ecy of Jesus helps us to appreciate why
Christians then needed “ love for
one another.

“ Jesus foretold: “When you see Jeru-
salem surrounded by encamped armies,
then know that the desolating of her has
drawn near.” (Luke 21:20; Matt. 24:15)
It was in November 66 C.E. that the Ro-
man armies under Cestius Gallus did sur-
round Jerusalem. They pushed right into
the city, a place considered “holy” to the
Jews, and made an attack on the temple
wall, undermining it. Easily the Romans
could have captured the entire city, but
suddenly, without any apparent reason for
doing so, General Gallus withdrew and re-
treated. This gave Christians opportunity
to heed Jesus’ next admonition: “Then let
those in Judea begin fleeing to the moun-
tains.” (Luke 21:21-24) Later the Roman
armies under General Titus returned and
ravaged the land, resulting in 1,100,000
reported deaths in Jerusalem alone, indeed
a “great tribulation”!

18. When did Peter write his first letter, and what was
then near?

19. Ea) What sign did Jesus give so that Christians
would know that the end was near, and how was this
sign fulfilled? (b) How were Christians able to heed
Jesus’ command to flee, and was it wise that they obey?
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men of approved piety there before the
war, removed from the city, and dwelt at
a certain town beyond the Jordan, called
Pella.”* Yes, the Christians apparently
heeded Christ’s instructions and, after Ces-
tius Gallus and his armies withdrew, fled
to the mountainous region around Pella,
thus escaping with their lives. But they did
not have it easy.

2lKnowing that developments in con-
nection with the return of the Roman sol-
diers—under General Titus—would soon
make it nearly impossible to get out of the
doomed city, Jesus had long before urged:
“Let the man on the housetop not come
down to take the goods out of his house;
and let the man in the field not return to
the house to pick up his outer garment.”
(Matt. 24:17, 18) As a result, hundreds,
and perhaps thousands, of obedient Chris-
tians left in haste as soon as Gallus and
his armies withdrew, taking few posses-
sions with them. It was good that they
were not loaded down, for the journey was
long, the terrain rugged and the weather
conditions no doubt oppressive at that time
of the year. Under such circumstances, ar-
guments and other troubles between the
fugitives could easily have occurred. Then,
too, there was the question of where they
would all live.

2They may have eventually set up
makeshift shelters around Pella, possibly
establishing some sort of mountain refugee

* The Ecclesiastical History of Eusebius Pamphilus,
%anslated from the Greek, by C. F. Crus6 (1894), page

20. What evidence is there that Christians heeded Jesus’
command?

21. (a) Why did Jesus stress the urgency of immediate
flight~ (b% What circumstances may have been experi-
enced by fleeing Christians?

22. (a) What conditions then existed throughout the
area? (b) Why was it vital that Christians then apply
Peter’'s admonition?
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camp there. We do not know. But what-
ever the case, it was difficult for them. It
was a time of shortages and hardship
throughout the whole area. The end of that
entire Jewish system was near! How ap-
propriate, therefore, Peter’'s inspired en-
couragement to readers of his letter, who
were “temporary residents”: “The end of
all things has drawn close. . . . Above all
things, have intense love for one another.”
(1 Pet. 1:1; 4:7, 8) With such love, Chris-
tians would not be selfish and exasperating
to one another, but would share with one
another and build up and strengthen one
another to endure the trialsome circum-
stances they faced.

WHY INTENSE LOVE IS VITAL NOW

ZBWe do not want just to look back at
that time, however. For Jesus' prophecy
regarding “the conclusion of the system
of things” has application today; in fact,
its major application is now. And so, too,
does Peter’s similar warning that “the end
of all things has drawn close.” God's pur-
pose is to wipe out this entire wicked sys-
tem and usher in his ‘new heavens and new
earth’ in the immediate future! (Matt. 24:
3-22; 2 Pet. 3:13) So we are living at a
time when the horrible destruction of Je-
rusalem and its environs will pale into in-
significance in comparison with the “great
tribulation” now so near! The trials that
most Christians will have to face during
the “great tribulation” ahead may be simi-
lar to those endured on two recent occa-
sions.

2AThe first of these involved Jehovah's
witnesses in Malawi. Beneath the head-
line “Jehovah’s Witnesses—Fleeing For
Their Lives,” the New York Times of Oc-

23. Do the Bible warnings about the nearness of the end
have meaning for us today?

24, 25. (a) What experience did Malawi Witnesses en-
dure, and WhFY was obedience to Peter's admonition
important to them? (b) What self-examination would it
be wise for us to make?
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tober 22,1972, reported: “Last week from
the tiny East African country of Malawi
came reports of massive harassment . . .
the raping of women members of the
group, the burning of Witnesses' homes
and what amounted to the forcible expul-
sion of most of the 23,000 adherents in the
country.” Because of their faithfulness to
God’s law, the Malawi Witnesses were driv-
en across the border and forced into a huge
refugee camp where, at first, there were
severe shortages of life's necessities. Many
died due to the hardships. How important,
under those distressful circumstances, to
heed the inspired counsel: “Above all
things, have intense love for one another.”

BThe majority of Malawi Witnesses
came through their experience faithful to
God and spiritually strong, and what sure-
ly helped was their obedience to the above
Bible counsel. But what about ourselves?
Are we preparing for the trials ahead?
Are we cultivating an intense feeling of
tender affection for one another, as Joseph
felt for his brother, as Jonathan felt for
David, and as Jehovah God feels for his
beloved Son Jesus Christ? Exercising such
love is truly vital in these “last days.”

X The difficulties that lie ahead may also
have been previewed by a disaster reported
in the March 8,1973, Awake!, which said:
“The sign is still standing. In mute testi-
mony it declares: MANAGUA, 404,700
INHABITANTS. And in the center of the
city another silent sentinel bears witness.
The clock on the main entrance of the
National Palace stands at 12:35. At that
early morning hour, Saturday, December
23, 1972, during the darkness, the capital
of Nicaragua died in a terrifying earth-
quake.” Yes, the city simply ceased to
function—the plumbing did not work, the

26, 27. (a) What occurred in December 1972 in Managua,
Nicaragua, and of what could it be a small-scale pre-
view? (b) How did Jehovah's witnesses show love for
one another during that disaster in Managua?

341



electricity went off, practically everything
stopped. Soon this will happen, not to just
one city, but city after city after city will
break down—the entire system of things
will die! Under such circumstances, what
is it vital that we exercise?

BWe can learn from that experience.
When great troubles and disasters are
everywhere occurring, what we need most,
above all things, is intense love for one
another. And when we think about it, have
we not, as Jehovah’s witnesses, been receiv-

2l Many hundreds of Jehovah's witnessedNg training to face such circumstances?

in Nicaragua and in nearby countries dem-
onstrated their intense love, as Awake! re-
ported: “At once efforts were under way
to care for these Witnesses [affected by
the earthquake] and their families. The
genuine love that exists among God’s peo-
ple certainly manifested itself. By Satur-
day afternoon a Witness arrived with a
truck and 300 gallons of water from a con-
gregation sixteen miles away.... Then at
10 p.m. the first two truckloads of supplies
arrived from Jehovah's witnesses in Li-
beria, Costa Rica. A short time later, two
more trucks arrived from Witnesses in
Tegucigalpa, Honduras. Thus food, cloth-
ing, medicines, water and gasoline were on
hand within twenty-four hours or so after
the disaster!”

"Have intense love for
one another, because
love covers a multitude
of sins.”—1 Pet. 4:8

AVE you ever spoken sharply to

someone, and immediately wished
you had not? Or have you ever acted un-
kindly in some other way, and then felt
sorry about it? No doubt all of us have.
And as the pressures and hardships on us
increase as the end of this system of
things draws closer, the times when we
hurt or offend one another may grow more

1, 2. (a) What wrongs do we all commit, and why might
we even commit them with greater frequency7 (b) What
will help us to overcome problems that occur?
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Regularly we meet together in assemblies,
large and small, where we receive fine in-
struction and encouragement to love one
another. Also, we have had cafeterias for
feeding one another, and we have hospitably
provided accommodations for fellow Chris-
tians in our homes. Really, what fine train-
ing in love and care for one another! But
we must continue to express this marvel-
ous quality of love with which God en-
dowed humans, but which has been so dis-
torted and perverted by about 6,000 years
of sin and imperfection. It is vital that we
continue to cultivate intense love for one
another now, because the end of all things
has drawn close.

28. (a) What can we learn from that Managuan experi-

ence? (b) In what other ways have Jehovah's witnesses
been receiving training in showing love for one another?

A MULTITUDE OF SINS

frequent. So what should we do when
problems occur?

2 In seeking an answer it is helpful
take a closer look at what is said at 1 Peter
4:7, 8. There it mentions that, since the
end of all things has drawn close, we
should “be sound in mind,” “vigilant with
a view to prayers,” butespecially we should
“have intense love for one smother.” Now
notice the reason given as to why this love
is so important. The account says: “Be-
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cause love covers a multitude of sins.”
This is a very important aspect to consider.

3We have to face the fact that, due to
the disobedience and imperfection of our
original parents Adam and Eve, we have all
inherited an inclination toward wrong-
doing or sin. (Rom. 5:12) All of us fre-
quently miss the mark of what is righ-
teous. Within us is a proneness to be en-
vious, to become provoked, to brag, to be
unforgiving, and so forth. And do we not
get angry with ourselves when we at times
give in to these sinful inclinations? Yet
these bad tendencies exist, and we simply
have to realize that, on occasion, they are
going to be expressed in words and actions.
The disciple James, writing under God's
inspiration, correctly observed: “We all
stumble many times. If anyone does not
stumble in word, this one is a perfect man.”
But none are perfect. “There is no man
that does not sin,” the Bible says.—Jas.
3:2; 1 Ki. 8:46.

4So it is vital that we be realistic about
our relations with one another. Sinful in-
clinations are going to find expression
among Christians, regardless of how hard
they try to prevent this from occurring.
(Rom. 7:15-20) We should not be terribly
shocked and upset, perhaps concluding
that these wrongs are an indication that
we are not associated with the true Chris-
tian congregation. No; rather, we should
look for evidence that love has covered
over these sins. It is, therefore, vital that
we exercise love to prove that we are part
of the true Christian congregation. How-
ever, it is not always easy to do the right
and loving thing. The Bible helps us to
appreciate this. It gives us insight into
goings-on within the first-century Chris-
tian congregation that can assist us to
examine things realistically, so that we
3. (a) What fact do we all have to face? (b) What
correct observation does the Bible make about us?
4. (a) What should not be our reaction when sins occur,

but what should we do? (b) What will help us to exam-
ine things realistically when problems arise?
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can maintain balance should problems
arise.

PHILIPPIAN WOMEN WITH A PROBLEM

5First, let us consider a circumstance
that developed within the Christian con-
gregation in Philippi, the principal city of
the district of Macedonia. The apostle Paul
established this congregation in 50 C.E.
on his visit during his second missionary
tour. (Acts 16:11-40) A few years later,
in the course of his third missionary tour,
Paul was evidently able to visit the Philip-
pian congregation again. (Acts 20:1-6)
Then, about ten years after first establish-
ing the congregation, Paul was moved by
the Philippians’ extraordinary deeds of
Christian kindness and zeal to write them
a moving letter of love and encourage-
ment He highly commended them through-
out, with only one short hint of correction
toward the end of his letter.

6Paul wrote: “Consequently, my broth-
ers beloved and longed for, my joy and
crown, stand firm in this way in the Lord,
beloved ones.” But now notice his next
statement: “Euodia | exhort and Syntyche
I exhort to be of the same mind in the
Lord.” (Phil. 4:1, 2) Why did Paul say
this? Why did he give encouragement for
the congregation to “stand firm in this
way in the Lord,” and then pick out these
two women, Euodia and Syntyche, and ex-
hort them to be of the same mind in the
Lord?

7Clearly, there was some problem be-
tween these two women; they were evi-
dently not united in the same mind. Now
the Bible does not tell us what their dif-
ficulty was, or what had led to the trouble
between them. Perhaps they were in some
way jealous of each other. Both of them
5. (a) Describe some of the back?round of the Philippian
congregation, (b) What kind of letter did the apostle
Paul write to the congregation?
6. What did Paul write concerning Euodia and Syntyche,
and what questions does this raise?
7. (@) Why might these two women not have been of

the same mind in the Lord? (b) What does the fact that
Paul knew about their attitude perhaps indicate?
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may have had strong personalities, and
they may have simply gotten on each oth-
er's nerves to the point that they were
no longer speaking to each other. Butwhat-
ever the problem, there was some friction
involved, because they were not “of the
same mind in the Lord.” And Paul knew
about it hundreds of miles away in Rome,
from where he was writing, which indi-
cates that the difficulty may have been of
long standing and fairly well known among
the brothers.

are.’”” (Acts 15:36) On that first journey
John Mark had accompanied them, but for
some undisclosed reason, the account says,
“John withdrew from them and returned
to Jerusalem,” where his mother Mary
lived—Acts 13:13.

10So, as Paul and Barnabas were discuss-
ing their second missionary tour, Mark’s
name came up. The Bible tells us what
occurred: “For his part, Barnabas was de-
termined to take along also John, who was
called Mark. But Paul did not think it

8 Yet, at the same time, these were basiproper to be taking this one along with

cally good Christian women. Both of them
were serving Jehovah God with their
brothers and sisters. For Paul goes on to
write the congregation: “Keep assisting
these women who have striven side by side
with me in the good news.” (Phil. 4:3)
Thus Euodia and Syntyche had been Chris-
tians for some time, having worked earlier
with Paul in the furtherance of the preach-
ing work. But now they were having a
problem. So, then, if troubles like this ex-
isted in the first-century congregation,
should it upset us excessively if similar
ones occur today? But not only women had
such problems.

TROUBLES BETWEEN CHRISTIAN ELDERS
‘ Christian elders, too, had problems,
even prominent elders. Consider the apos-
tle Paul and his early traveling companion
Barnabas, for example. They had com-
pleted a first missionary tour, establishing
a number of Christian congregations, and
now they were considering a second tour,
as the Bible explains: “After some days
Paul said to Barnabas: ‘Above all things,
let us return and visit the brothers in
every one of the cities in which we pub-
lished the word of Jehovah to see how they
8. (a) Basically, what kind of women were Euodia and
Syntyche, and what indicates this? (b) What lesson can
we draw from that first-century experience?
9, 10. (a) What had happened to John Mark during the
first missionary journey of Paul and Barnabas? (b) Why

might Barnabas have wanted to take Mark along on the
second missionary trip, yet what were Paul’s thoughts?
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them, seeing that he had departed from
them from Pamphylia and had not gone
with them to the work.” (Acts 15:37, 38)
So here was a difference of opinion. Bar-
nabas may have felt that Mark had a good
excuse for returning to Jerusalem during
the first tour; possibly his mother was sick
and he returned to be with her. We do not
know. But, on the other hand, if Mark’s
leaving was indeed a rash, inexcusable
move, Barnabas evidently felt that Mark
had learned a lesson and would this time
stick to the work. But Paul did not think
so. He did not want Mark along. Now,
would you not think that these two ma-
ture Christian elders could settle such a
difference in an amiable way? Yet what
happened?

N The Bible says: “At this there oc-
curred a sharp burst of anger, so that they
separated from each other; and Barnabas
took Mark along and sailed away to Cy-
prus. Paul selected Silas and went off.”
(Acts 15:39, 40) Can you imagine that!
Here two prominent elders had, not just
a minor altercation, but “a sharp burst of
anger” between them, and over such a
seemingly small matter. So they parted
company, evidently not having the best of
feelings toward each other. If you had
been there and seen this, would you have
11 éa) What was the result of this disagreement of Paul
and Barnabas over Mark? (b) Did this trouble between

Christian elders prove that they were not servants of the
true God?
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concluded that surely this must not be
God’'s organization, because of the way
these prominent elders had acted?

1 Or consider another, somewhat differ-
ent type of experience that occurred in
Antioch. When the apostle Peter visited
this city in Syria, he associated with the
whole congregation, fearlessly eating and
socializing freely in the homes of the Gen-
tile believers. He knew that this was prop-
er, since, years before, he had been divine-
ly directed to preach to Cornelius, who
became the first uncircumcised Gentile
convert to Christianity. However, when
some Jewish Christians, who came from
Jesus’ half brother James in Jerusalem,
visited Antioch, Peter, out of fear of criti-
cism from “those of the circumcised class,”
began withdrawing and separating himself
from the Gentile Christians. Other circum-
cised Jewish Christians there began doing
likewise. This clearly was not right. It was
a sin on Peter’'s part to cause such a di-
vision in the Christian congregation.

BAbout this time the apostle Paul also
was in Antioch, and he was incensed by
what he saw occurring. In his letter to the
Galatians, he explained: “When | saw they
were not walking straight according to the
truth of the good news, | said to Cephas
[Peter] before them all: ‘If you, though
you are a Jew, live as the nations do, and
not as Jews do, how is it that you are
compelling people of the nations to live
according to Jewish practice?’” (Gal. 2:
11-14) Peter knew that the Mosaic law
was no longer in force, and had shown this
earlier by freely associating with Gentiles.
(Acts 10:28, 29) Yet now, because of fear,
he was reinstituting the divisions provided
for under the Mosaic law, but which Law
he knew no longer applied to Jewish Chris-
tians. (Eph. 2:13-18) So his “withdrawing
12. What sin did Peter commit during a visit to Antioch,
and what caused him to act in this way?

13. (a) What was Paul’'s reaction when he was in An-
tioch and saw what was occurring? (b) Why was Peter

hypocritical in his actions, yet what was it like to be
corrected before the whole congregation?
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and separating” from the Gentile Chris-
tians was clearly a hypocritical act prompt-
ed by fear of what certain Jewish Chris-
tians, especially those of Jerusalem, might
think of him. And so Paul, before the
whole congregation, exposed Peter’s hy-
pocrisy. How would you have felt if you
were Peter?—Heb. 12:11.

LETTING LOVE COVER SINS
UThink how Peter could have felt. He
was prominent among the apostles, having
earlier been entrusted with special privi-
leges of service by Jesus Christ himself.
(Matt. 16:18, 19; Acts 2:14-41; 10:34-48)
Paul was newer in the Christian organiza-
tion, and now here he was before the whole
congregation resisting Peter to his face.
‘How dare Paul speak to me that way be-
fore the congregation,’ Peter could have
indignantly felt. But no, Peter was hum-
ble. He accepted the correction, and he did
not allow it to cause his love for Paul to
cool off. For note how Peter later referred
to Paul in a letter of encouragement to fel-
low Christians: “Consider the patience of
our Lord as salvation, just as beloved
brother Paul according to the wisdom giv-
en him also wrote you.” (2 Pet. 3:15) Yes,
Peter allowed love to cover over the prob-
lem, which in this case had resulted from
his own sin. Surely Peter demonstrated
the quality that distinguishes the true
Christian congregation!

BWhat about the problem between Paul
and Barnabas that occurred in connection
with the taking of Mark along with them?
Was this problem, which reached a climax
in a sharp burst of anger, also covered over
in time by love? Yes, it apparently was.
For later when Paul wrote to the Corinthi-
an congregation while he was doing mis-
14. (a) How could Peter have felt about receiving this
correction from Paul? (b) However, what later attitude
tpwal%dhl?gaoul indicates that Peter let love cover over this
%n ?a Was the difficul between Paul and Barnabas
straightened out, and what indicates whether it was?

(b) What evidence is there that Paul may have acknowl-
edged any misjudgment of Mark?
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sionary work in Ephesus, he spoke of Bar-
nabas, along with Peter and the other
apostles, as a close fellow worker. (1 Cor.
9:5, 6) Paul evidently acknowledged any
misjudgment by him of Mark, and may
well have humbly apologized to both Mark
and Barnabas. For later Paul speaks high-
ly of Mark. In fact, in one of his letters to
Timothy, he wrote: “Luke alone is with
me. Take Mark and bring him with you,
for he is useful to me for ministering.”
—2 Tim. 4:11; Col. 4:10.

“ Well, what about Euodia and Synty-
che? Did they settle their differences, al-
lowing love to cover over whatever sins
they may have committed against each
other? The Bible does not tell us what
finally happened to them. But being good
women who had striven side by side with
Paul in his Christian ministry, we might
reasonably assume that they humbly ac-
cepted the counsel given. When Paul's
letter was read, we can just imagine their
going to each other after the meeting and
straightening out their problem in a spirit
of love. On the other hand, they could have
been hardened by the counsel given. They
could have taken the attitude: ‘What right
does Paul have to write about our prob-
lem to the whole congregation?” And so
their differences could have been unre-
solved, and even grown worse. What if
this occurred?

I7Well, this letter to the Philippians was
written about 60 C.E. A few years later,
in 64 C.E., the Roman emperor Nero re-
portedly set fire to Rome and blamed the
Christians for doing it. Soon afterward
great persecution broke out against Chris-
tians. What if this persecution also spread

16. (a) Is it reasonable to assume that Euodia and Syn-
tyche settled their differences? (b) Yet, possibly, what
wrong attitude could they have manifested?

17. (a) If Euodia and Syntyche did not settle their differ-
ences, what possible developments could have occurred?

éb) Can we learn something today from such a possible
evelopment?
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to Philippi, and Euodia and Syntyche were
thrown into prison, even as Paul and Silas,
years before, had been imprisoned there?
(Acts 16:19-34) What if they were put in
the same prison, and in the very same cell
together? Now, if they were not of the
same mind, and if their differences had
grown into hate for each other, what could
have happened? They could have tom
down each other spiritually, perhaps ruin-
ing each other’s relationship with Jehovah
God. How sad that would have been! And
how sad it will be today if we do not have
intense love for one another when the
“great tribulation” comes upon this sys-
tem of thingsl—Matt. 24:21.

LOVE VITAL AS THE END DRAWS CLOSE
BThis is something for us to think seri-
ously about. The end of all things has
drawn close, and we need to cultivate in-
tense love to cover the “multitude of sins”
that we all have. (Jas. 3:2) We need to
learn to love our brothers and sisters de-
spite their personality flaws, their irksome
habits, or other features about them which
may be distasteful to us. For think about
it: As this system nears its total collapse
at the “great tribulation,” and communi-
cations no doubt break down and modem
means of travel become impossible, with
whom will we be able to get in touch to
offer help to them and to receive help
from them? Not our brothers in a con-
gregation a thousand miles away, a hun-
dred miles away, or perhaps even twenty
or ten miles away. No, but Jehovah God
has provided fellow Christians in our own
congregation to strengthen and help us. It
is particularly these persons near us, our
close Christian associates, that we need to
love and be loved by. How important this
close relationship will prove to be in the
troublous times ahead!
18. (a) What do we need to learn to do? (b) As the end
approaches, what ﬁossible world situation emphasizes
the need to love the brothers and sisters in our own
congregation?
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“ If we do not have intense love for
those in our own congregation, the conse-
quences can be very bad. The apostle Paul
showed this when writing to Christians in
Galatia, who were apparently having some
trouble in getting along together. He
urged: “Through love slave for one an-
other. For the entire Law stands fulfilled
in one saying, namely: ‘You must love
your neighbor as yourself.’ If, though, you
keep on biting and devouring one another,
look out that you do not get annihilated
by one another.” (Gal. 5:13-15) Yes, if we
do not have love for one another, we may
tear down and even ruin one another’s re-
lationship with Jehovah. This could result
in our failure to survive the “great tribu-
lation” so near at hand!

DSo, then, we really do need to work
on cultivating love for one another. We
simply cannot be practicing the truth,
and at the same time be holding grudges
against our brothers, or in other ways
treating them in an unloving way. The
Bible is very clear on this matter, saying:
“If anyone makes the statement: ‘I love
God,” and yet is hating his brother, he is
a liar. For he who does not love his broth-
er, whom he has seen, cannot be loving
God, whom he has not seen. And this com-
mandment we have from him, that the
one who loves God should be loving his
brother also.” There is no question about
it, we are under obligation to love one an-
other—1 John 4:20, 21; 3:14-16.

LEARN FROM THE BEST TEACHERS
28ut someone may say: “You do not
understand. Certain ones in our congrega-
tion do not act like true Christians. They
are so exasperating and obnoxious in their

19. What may be the consequences If we fail to have
intense love for one another?

20. How does the Bible show that love for God must be
accompanied by love for our brothers?

21. (a) How might some feel about their Christian
brothers? (b) Yet what example in showing love does
Jehovah God provide?
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m What the Churches Do Not
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1 Jerusalem in the Days of
the Apostles.

m Looking to the Future
with Confidence.

ways.” It may well be that some persons
have a long way to go in developing true
Christian qualities. Yet Jehovah God, our
perfect Creator, loves them. He does not
wait until we are nearly perfect, or even
until we begin to make over our person-
ality to conform to his ways, before he
loves us. No, but the Bible says: “God
recommends his own love to us in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us.” (Rom. 5:8) Yes, while we were yet
deep in a course of wrongdoing and had
obnoxious, selfish dispositions, Jehovah
loved us. This is the example in showing
love that we are invited to follow.—Eph.
5:1, 2.

2 Jesus Christ, too, set a wonderful ex-

ample for us in this matter. He gathered
around himself disciples who were basical-
ly good men. Yet, they had bad traits. For
example, on the road coming toward Ca-
pernaum, they got in an argument. The
Bible account says: “They came into Ca-
pernaum. Now when [Jesus] was inside
the house he put the question to them:
‘What were you arguing over on the road?’
They kept silent, for on the road they had
argued among themselves who is greater.”
So Jesus brought a young child into their
midst, put his arms around it, and told his
disciples that they needed to humble them-
2, 23 (a? What bad trait manifested itself among Je-
sus’ apostles near Capernaum? (b) How did this ftrait
again manifest itself, and what counsel did Jesus give?
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selves like young children, and not seek
prominence.—Mark 9:33-37; Matt. 18:1-6.

ZBHowever, it was not long afterward,
when they were approaching Jerusalem,
that the apostles James and John came to
Jesus and asked for the two most promi-
nent positions in his kingdom, one at his
right hand and the other at his left. The
Bible says: “Well, when the ten others
heard about it, they started to be indig-
nant at James and John.” So Jesus gave
them another talking to about this bad
trait then existing in them. He told them:
“You know that those who appear to be
ruling the nations lord it over them and
their great ones wield authority over them.
This is not the way among you; but who-
ever wants to become great among you
must be your minister, and whoever wants
to be first among you must be the slave
of all.”—Mark 10:35-45.

21t was probably a little over a week
later that Jesus met to eat his final Pass-
over meal with his disciples. He knew the

24. (a) What humble example did Jesus set for his apos-
tles at their last Passover together, yet what were they
soon afterward arguing about? (b) How did Jesus con-
tinue to show love to his apostles, and with what result?

To help his disciples to overcome a bad trait, Jesus
brought a child into their midst and told them that
they needed to humble themselves like young children
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problem that existed among them; so ap-
parently near the outset of that last meal
together, what did Jesus do? He took a
basin, filled it with water, and went around
to each one of the apostles and washed
their feet! (John 13:4-17) What a fine ex-
ample of humility for them to follow! Yet
what happened later, during that same
evening? The Bible tells us: “However,
there also arose a heated dispute among
them over which one of them seemed to
be greatest.” (Luke 22:24) Can you imag-
ine that! Yet Jesus did not throw up his
hands in disgust, and say, ‘You people are
hopeless. 1 give up on you. You'll never
learn to be my true followers.” No, but
while they yet manifested such sinful
traits, Jesus loved them. He continued to
admonish and counsel them. (Luke 22:
25-27) And they finally did learn, and later
worked together in unity, with none of
them ambitiously seeking prominence and
prestige.

5 Love indeed will cover “a multitude

of sins.” In fact, by exercising it—by being
forgiving, and by helping and admonishing
one another—we will prevent sins from
causing any lasting harm or
trouble. Never forget what the
apostle Peter wrote about the
importance of love at this criti-
cal time in history: “The end of
all things has drawn close,” he
said. “Be sound in mind, there-
fore, and be vigilant with a view
to prayers. Above all things,
have intense love for one anoth-
er, because love covers a multi-
tude of sins.” Surely we need to
exercise intense love now. Our
very survival into God's righ-
teous new system is dependent
upon our doing so.—1 Pet. 4:
7, 8.
25. (a) What good will result from lettin
love cover over sins? ﬁb) Why is it so vita
that we have intense love for one another
now?
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I1JTOdown in history as

year of very significant ai

interesting events, amor

them being the four-day “I

vine Sovereignty” District A

sembly of Jehovah’s Witnesses.

Especially will this assembly be long remem-
bered by those able to attend. We, therefore,
trust that you will be among the throngs that
are now making preparations to be there. Last
year, 2,043,185 attended similar assemblies
throughout the world.

Let us tell you something about the program
that has been planned for this year’s assembly.
The talks will cover a large range of important
aspects of Christian living. Speakers will deal
with such matters as love, mercy, Kkindness,
patience, long-suffering and humility, and, by
demonstrations and examples, they will show
how valuable and practical these things are in
everyday life. Other talks will stimulate you to
keep spiritually awake and busy, to be confi-
dent and courageous, as well as to keep spiri-
tually healthy and strong, in order that you
may survive the perils and pressures of both
the present and the future.

Bible prophecies and their fulfillment, and
what they mean to us in this present genera-
tion, will be discussed. Other talks will take up
the special problems that parents, children and
young people are having. Questions that elders
and others in the Christian congregation have
been asking will be answered.

In recent years one of the special features at
district assemblies has been the presentation
of outstanding Bible dramas. This year will be
no exception. In fact, it has been arranged for
you to see four of the most moving and timely
dramas yet staged.

There will be an opportunity for those desir-
ing to symbolize their dedication to Jehovah to
be baptized in water—at most assemblies, on
Friday. Would it not be grand if the number
getting baptized at this year’'s assemblies
should even surpass last year’s figure of 67,759?

The climax of the assembly will be the last
day, when the widely advertised public dis-
course “One World, One Government, Under
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God’s Sovereignty” will be given. What an im-
portant message this should prove to be lor
mankind living in this troubled world of con-
fusion and disunity!

These, then, are just a few of the reasons
why we urge you to begin now to make arrange-
ments to attend the 1975 district assembly at
one of the locations listed below.

BRITISH
Julé 10- 13 Bolton, Lancashire,
r

ISLES

Bolton Wanderers Football
ound. Burnden Park. Roomlng St. Peter St., Black-
burn, Lancs. Dublin, irish Republic, R.D.S. Industries
Hall, Ballsbridge. Roomlng 86 Lindsay Rd., Dublin 9.
Sheffield, South Yorkshire, Sheffield Wednesday Football
Ground, Hlllsborough Roomlng 205 Gibraltar 'St., Shef-
field, S3 8UA

Julg 24-27: Cardiff, Wales, Cardiff Arms Park. Rooming: 112
runswick St., Cardiff, CF5 1LN. Edinburgh, Scotland,
Murraéfleld Rugby Ground, Murrayfield. RoomlnnE; Murray-
field Rugby Ground, Murrayfleld Edinburgh, EH12 5P]J.
London, Rugby Union Ground, Twickenham. Roomlng 70
High St West Molesey, East Molesey, Surrey, KT8 OLY.

July 31-August 3:_London, Rugby Union Ground, Twicken-
ham. Rooming: 70 High 'St., West Molesey, East Molesey,
Surrey, KT8 OLY.

CANADA
Julg 3-6: Prince George, B.C., The Coliseum, 1100 Patricia
Ivd. Roomlng 1804 Central St., Prince George, B.C.
VM
Julg 10- 13 Kamloops, B.C., McArthur Island Sports Centre.
ooming: 260 Le|gh Rd., Kamloops, B.C. 2M1, Monc-

ton, N.B.,, Moncton Collseum Killam Dr Roomlng
Granville 'Dr., Moncton, N.B. E1C 3G5. Ottawa, Ont., CIVIC
Centre Stadium, Bank St. Roomlng

Lansdowne Park,

150 Donald St., Ottawa, Ont. KIK 1M9. Winnipeg, Man.,
Winnipeg Arena, 1430 Maroons Rd. Rooming: Assembly
Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses, 1296 Main St., W innipeg,
Man. R2W 3T5.

Julg 17-20: Montreal, P.Q. (French only), Blue Bonnets
aceway, 7440, boul. Decarie. Rooming: 7200, av. Louis-
Hubert, Montreal, P.Q. H2E 2X4. St. John’s, Nfid., Feildian
Gardens, Pennywell Rd. Rooming: 49 Morris Ave., St.
John’s, Nfld. Vancouver, B.C., Pacific Coliseum, Exhibition
Park. Roomlng 3280 Grandview Hwy., Vancouver, B.C.
V5M 2G2. Victoria, B.C., Memorial Arena, 1925 Blanshard
St. Rooming: 1095 Joan Cres., Vlctorla B.C. Vv8S 3L3.

Jul& 24-27: Calgary, Alta., Grandstand Stampede Park.
ooming: 804 McDonald Ave. SE, Calgary Alta. T2G 4M2.
Saskatoon, Sask., Exhibition Grandsfand, Exhibition
Grounds. Roomlng 536 2nd Ave. N., Saskatoon, Sask. STK
2C5. Toronto, Ont. (English, Spanlsh and Portuguese)
Woodbine Race Track, Hwy. 27 & Rexdale Blvd., Rexdale,
Ont. Rooming: 124 5th St., New Toronto, Ont. M8V 2Z3.

July 31-August 3: Toronto, Ont. (English and Greek), Wood-
bine Race Track, Hwy. 27 & Rexdale Blvd,, Rexdale, Ont.
Rooming: 124 5th St New Toronto, Ont. M8V 2Z3. Toron-
to, Ont. (ltalian only) Markham Centennial Centre, 8172
McCowan Rd., Markham, Ont. Rooming: 402 Oakwood
Ave., Toronto, Ont. M6E 2W3.

Au(gust 7-10: St. Catharines, Ont., Garden City Raceway,
lendale Ave. Rooming: 134 Louth St., St. Catharines,
Ont. L2S 2T4.
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UNITED STATES
June 12-15: Laurel, Md., Laurel Race Course, Rte. 1. Room-
ing: Jehovah’s Witnesses Assembly Hall, Sunrise Beach
Ra., Crownsville, Md. 21032.

June 19-22: El Paso, Tex. (SBanish only), ElI Paso County
Coliseum, 4000 E. Paisano Dr. Rooming: 1408 N. Cebada,
El Paso, Tex. 79903. Jacksonville, Fla., Memorial Colise-
um, Gator Bowl Sports Complex. Rooming: 5135 College
St., Jacksonville, Fla. 32205. Laurel, Md., Laurel Race
Course, Rte. 1. Rooming: Jehovah’s Witnesses Assembly
Hall, Sunrise Beach Rd., Crownsville, Md. 21032. Pendle-

ton, Ore. (SFganlsh also(?, Round-Up Stadium, 1205 SW.
Court Ave. Rooming: 704 SW. 23rd St., Pendleton, Ore.
97801. Puyallup, ash., Fairgrounds Grandstand, Cor.

Meridian St. & 9th Ave. SW. oomin%:/ 11317 78th Ave.
E., Puyallup, Wash. 98371. Roanoke, Va., Roanoke Civic
Center, 710 Williamson Rd. NE. Rooming: 823 Whitney
Ave. NW., Roanoke, Va. 24012.

June 26-29: Alexandria, La., Rapides Parish Coliseum, Lees-
ville Hwy., Rte. 28 W. Rooming: P.O. Box 1492, Alexan-
dria, La.  71301. Allentown, Pa., Fairgrounds Grandstand,
17th & Chew Sts. Rooming: 1642 Ehrets Ln., Allentown,
Pa. 18103. Amarillo, Tex., Civic Center Coliseum, 3rd &
Buchanan Sts. Rooming: 2900 1-40 E. at Manhattan St.,
Amarillo, Tex. 79103. Bismarck, N.D. Civic Center, 6th
St. & Sweet Ave. Rooming: 1731 N. 13th St., Bismarck,
N.D. 58501. Buffalo, N.Y., Memorial Auditorium, 140 Main
St. Rooming: 6710 Main St., Williamsville, N.Y. 14221.
Cicero, Ill. Hawthorne Race Course, 35th & Cicero Ave.
Rooming: Jehovah's Witnesses Assembly Hall, 7859 S.
Ashland” Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60620. Cleveland, Ohio, Cleve-
land Stadium, 1085 W. 3rd St. Rooming: 3030 Euclid Ave.,
Cleveland, Ohio 44115. Denver, Colo., Denver Coliseum,
E. 46th & Humboldt St. Rooming: 2606 S. Josephine, Den-
ver, Colo. 80210. Des Moines, lowa, Veterans Memorial
Auditorium, 833 5th Ave. Rooming: 1115 Walnut St., West
Des Moines, lowa 50265. El Paso, Tex. (SBanish only),
El Paso County Coliseum, 4000 E. Paisano Dr. Rooming:
1408 N. Cebada, El Paso, Tex. 79903. Green Bay, Wis.,
Memorial Arena, 1901 S. Oneida St. Rooming: 2036 S.
Ridge Rd., Green Bay, Wis. 54304. Houston, Tex., Sam
Houston Coliseum, 810 Bagby St. Rooming: 2029 Harold
St., Houston, Tex. 77006. Laurel, Md., Laurel Race Course,
Rte. 1. Roomina: Jehovah’s Witnesses Assembly Hall,
Sunrise Beach Rd., Crownsville, Md. 21032. Little Rock,
Ark., Barton Coliseum, Arkansas Livestock Show Grounds,
Roosevelt Rd. Roomin?: 5709 W. 51st St, Little Rock,
Ark. 72209. Los Angeles, Calif.,, Dodger Stadium, 1000
Elysian Park Ave. Roommg: Jehovah’s"Witnesses Assem-
bly Hall, 4310 S. Degnan Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif. 90008.
Mobile, Ala., Municipal Auditorium, 401 Auditorium Dr.
Rooming: 4059 Halls Mill Rd., Mobile, Ala. 36609. Phoe-
nix, Ariz., Arizona Coliseum, Grand Ave. & W. McDowell
Rd. Rooming: 5235 N. 19th Ave., Phoenix, Ariz. 85015.
Puyallup, Wash., Fairgrounds Grandstand, Cor. Meridian
St.” & 9th Ave. SW. Rooming: 11317 78th Ave. E., Puyallup,
Wash. 98371. Taunton, Mass., Taunton Race Track, Rte.
44 W. Rooming: Taunton Race Track, General Delivery,
Taunton, Mass. 02780.

Jule/ 3-6: Allentown, Pa., Fairgrounds Grandstand, 17th &
hew Sts. Rooming: 1642 .Ehrets Ln., Allentown, Pa.
18103. Amarillo, Tex., Civic Center Coliseum, 3rd & Bu-
chanan Sts. Rooming: 2900 1-40 E. at Manhattan St.,
Amarillo, Tex. 79103. Asheville, N.C., Asheville Civic Cen-
ter, 87 Haywood St. Rooming: 68 Orange St., Asheville,
N.C. 28801. Binghamton, N.Y., Broome County Memorial
Arena, Stuart PL Rooming: 126 S. Washington St., Bing-

hamton, N.Y. 13903. Cicero. lll., Hawthorne Race Course,
35th & Cicero Ave. Rooming: Jehovah's Witnesses As-
sembly Hall, 7859 S. Ashland Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60620.

Columbia, S.C., Carolina Coliseum, 600 Assembly St.
Rooming: 2005 Memorial Dr., Cayce, S.C. 29033. Corval-
lis, Ore., Gill Coliseum, 2600 SW. Washington St. Room-
ing: 987 NW. Circle Blvd., Corvallis, Ore. 97330. Denver,
Colo., Denver Coliseum, E. 46th & Humboldt St. Rooming:
2606 S. Josephine, Denver, Colo. 80210. Huntsville, Ala.,
Von Braun Civic Center, 700 Monroe St. SW. Rooming:
308 Lilly Flagg Rd. SE., Huntsville, Ala. 35802. Laramie,
Wyo., Field House, University of Wyoming Campus. Room-
ing: 507 E. Clark. Laramie, Wyo. 82070. Louisville, Ky.,
Coliseum, Kentucky Fair & Exposition Center. Rooming:
733 S. 18th St., Louisville, Ky, 40210. Madison, Wis., Dane
County Exposition Center, Fairgrounds_Dr. Rooming: 5205
Turner Ave., Madison, Wis. 53716. Milwaukee, Wis., Mil-
waukee Arena, 500 W. Kilbourn St. Rooming: 4909 N.
110th St., Milwaukee, Wis. 53225. Puyallup, ash., Fair-
grounds Grandstand, Cor. Meridian St. & 9th Ave. SW.
Rooming: 11317 78th Ave. E. Puyallup, Wash. 98371.
St. Paul, Minn. Civic Center, 143 W. 4th St. Rooming:
1545 Christensen Ave., West St. Paul, Minn. 55118. Spo-
kane, Wash., Spokane Coliseum, N. 1101 Howard St.
Rooming: W. 2903 Government Way, Spokane, Wash.
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99204. Springfield, Ill., Fairgrounds Grandstand, Illinois
State Fairgrounds. Rooming: Illinois State Fairgrounds,
P.O. Box 3691, Springfield, Ill. 62708. Taunton, Mass.,
Taunton Race Track, Rte. 44 W. Rooming: Taunton Race
Track, General Delivery, Taunton, Mass. 02780. Tucson,
Ariz., Tucson Community Center, 260 S. Church. Room-
ing: 207 W. Flores, Tucson, Ariz. 85705.

July 10-13: Baton Rouge, La., L.S.U. Assembly Center,
Louisiana State University. Rooming: 4405 Hatcher Ave.,
Baton Rouge, La. 70806." Bozeman, Mont., Field House,
Montana State University Campus. Rooming: 425 N. lda,
Bozeman, Mont. 59715. Cherr}v_| Hill, NJ., Garden State
Park Race Track, Rte. 70 & Haddonfield Rd. Rooming:
Garden State Park Race Track, General Delivery, Cherr

Hill, N.J. 08002. Cicero, Ill, Hawthorne Race Course, 35t
& Cicero Ave. Roomin%: Jehovah’s Witnesses Assembly
Hall, 7859 S. Ashland Ave. Chicago, Ill. 60620. Corvallis,

Ore., Gill Coliseum, 2600 SW. Washington St. Rooming:
987 NW. Circle Blvd., Corvallis, Ore. 97330. Fort Worth,
Tex., Will Rogers Memorial Center, 1 Amon Carter Sq.
Roomin%: 341/ Sydney St.,, Fort Worth, Tex. 76119. Fres-
no, Calif. (Spanish only), Fresno Convention Center, 700
“M” St. Rooming: 5025 S. Cherry Ave., Fresno, Calif.
93706. Hallandale, Fla., Gulfstream” Park Race Track, 901
S. Hwy. 1. Rooming: c/o Gulfstream Park Race Track,
901 S. Hwy. 1, Hallandale, Fla. 33009. Hampton, Va,
Hampton Roads Coliseum, 1000 Coliseum Dr. Rooming:
2811 Victoria Blvd., Hampton, Va. 23661. Huntsville, Ala.,
Von Braun Civic Center, 700 Monroe St. SW. Rooming:
308 Lilly Flagg Rd. SE., Huntsville, Ala. 35802. Lakeland,
Fla., Lakeland Civic Center, 700 W. Lemon St. Rooming:
1040 N. Brunnell Ave., Lakeland, Fla. 33801. Los Angeles,
Calif., Dodger Stadium, 1000 Elysian Park Ave. Rooming:
Jehovah’s Witnesses Assembly Hall, 4310 S. Degnan
Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif. 90008. Louisville, Ky., Coliseum,
Kentucky Fair & Exposition Center. Rooming: 733 S. 18th
St., Louisville, Ky. 40210. Macon, Ga., Macon Coliseum,
200 Coliseum Dr. Rooming: Cor. Joycliff Rd. & Joe Lynn
Dr., Macon, Ga. 31201. Memphis, Tenn., Mid-South Colise-
um, Mid-South Fairgrounds. Rooming: 3849 Elliston Rd.,
Memphis, Tenn. 38111. Reno, Nev., Centennial Coliseum,
4590 S. Virginia St. Rooming: 601 Spokane St., Reno,
Nev. 89502. Syracuse, N.Y. Onondaga Memorial Audito-
rium, 515 Montgomery St. Rooming: 135 Walter Dr., Syra-
cuse, N.Y. 13206. Taunton, Mass., Taunton Race Track,
Rte. 44 W. Rooming: Taunton Race Track, General Deliv-
ery, Taunton, Mass. 02780.

JU|% 17-20: Cherry Hill, N.J., Garden State Park Race Track,

te. 70 & Haddonfield Rd. Rooming: Garden State Park
Race Track, General Delivery, Cherry Hill, N.J. 08002.
Cicero, Ill. (Spanish only), Hawthorne Race Course, 35th
& Cicero Ave. Rooming: Jehovah’s Witnesses Assembly
Hall, 7859 S. Ashland Ave., Chicago, ill. 60620. Fort
Worth, Tex., Will Rogers Memorial Center, 1 Amon Carter
Sq. Rooming: J3417 Sydney St., Fort Worth, Tex. 76119.
Greensbhoro, N.C., Greensboro Coliseum, 1921 W. Lee St.
Roomin?: 4619 Mercury Dr., Greensboro, N.C. 27410.
Greenville, S.C., Greenville Memorial Auditorium, 300 E.
North St. Rooming: 1000 Rutherford Rd., Greenville, S.C.
29609. Hampton, Va., Hampton Roads Coliseum, 1000
Coliseum Dr. Rooming: 2811 Victoria Blvd.,, Hampton, Va.
23661. Kansas City, 0., Kemper Memorial Arena, 1700
Wyoming St. Rooming: 2885 S. Hardy, Independence, Mo.
64052. Lakeland, Fla. Lakeland Civic Center, 700 W.
Lemon St. Rooming: 1040 N. Brunnell Ave., Lakeland,
Fla. 33801. Macon, Ga., Macon Coliseum, 200 Coliseum
Dr. Rooming: Cor. Jo%/cliff Rd. & Joe Lynn Dr., Macon, Ga.
31201. Oakland, Calif., Oakland-Alameda County Stadium,
Nimitz Fwy. & Hegenberger Rd. Rooming: 1739 8th Ave.,
Oakland, Calif. 94606. Reno, Nev., Centennial Coliseum,
4590 S. Virginia St. Rooming: 601 Spokane St.,, Reno,
Nev. 89502. St. Petersburg, Fla., Bayfront Center, 400 1st
St. S. Rooming: 4340 78th Ave. N., Pinellas Park, Fla.
33565. San Antonio, Tex., Convention Center Arena, S.
Alamo & Market Sts. Rooming: 1603 W. Lullwood Ave,,
San Antonio, Tex. 78201. Springfield, Mass., Springfield
Civic Center, Civic Center Plaza. Rooming: 1984 Westfield
St., West Springfield, Mass. 01089. Tulsa, Okla., Tulsa
Assembly Center, 100 Civic Center. Rooming: 120 S.
Rosedale, Tulsa, Okla. 74127.

Jula/ 24-27: Las Vegas, Nev., Convention Center, 3150 S.
aradise Rd. Roomln%:_ 100 Shiloah Dr., Las Vegas, Nev.
89110. Long lIsland City, N.Y. (French only), Jehovah's
W itnesses Assembly Hall, 44-17 Greenpoint Ave. Room-
ing: Jehovah’s Witnesses Assembly Hall, 44-17 Green-
noint Ave., Long Island City, N.Y. 11104. San Antonio,
“ex. (Spanish only), Convention Center Arena, S. Alamo
& Market Sts. R_oom_ing: 3023 Monterey St.,, San Antonio,
Tex. 78207. Springfield, Mass., Springfield Civic Center,
Civic Center Plaza. Rooming: 1984 Westfield St.,, West
Springfield, Mass. 01089. Tulsa, Okla., Tulsa Assembly
Center, 100 Civic Center. Rooming: 120 S. Rosedale,
Tulsa, Okla. 74127.
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July 31-August 3: Elmont, N.Y. (Spanish only), Belmont
Park Race Track, Hempstead Tpk. at Cross Island Pkwy.
Rooming: Jehovah’s Witnesses Assembly Hall, 44-17
Greenpoint Ave., Long Island City, N.Y. 11104. San An-
tonio, Tex. (Spanish only), Convention Center Arena, S.
Alamo & Market Sts. Rooming: 3023 Monterey St., San
Antonio, Tex. 78207. Springfield, Mass. Springfield Civic
Center, Civic Center Plaza. Rooming: 1984 Westfield St.,
West Springfield, Mass. 01089. West Palm Beach, Fla.
(Spanish only), West Palm Beach Auditorium, 1610 Palm

Beach Lakes Blvd. Rooming: 6620 N. Miami Ave., Miami,
Fla. 33150.

August 7-10: Elmont, N.Y., Belmont Park Race Track, Hemp-
stead Tpk. at Cross Island Pkwy. Rooming: 25 Columbia
Heights, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201. Inglewood, Calif. (Spanish
only), The Forum, Manchester & Prairie. Rooming: Jeho-
vah's Witnesses Assembly Hall, 4306 S. Degnan Blvd,,
Los Angeles, Calif. 90008.

August 14-17: Elmont, N.Y. Belmont Park Race_ Track,

empstead Tpk. at Cross Island Pkwy. Rooming: 25
Columbia Heights, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201.

V In an African country, violence erupted on the day that a district assembly
of Jehovah’'s witnesses ended. On returning home, a new Witness, who had
formerly belonged to the political party that started the uprising, found soldiers
and the local court waiting for him. The question was, What had he been doing
during the rebellion? He told them that he had attended the assembly of Je-
hovah’s witnesses. But that was not enough. They wanted proof. With soldiers
accompanying him, the Witness was permitted to get his assembly program.
After the entire program was read, the chief declared the Witness innocent and
even encouraged him to continue his preaching activity. The villagers marveled

at this, saying:

‘The God to whom you are praying is the living God!” How

grateful this Witness was for having attended the assembly!

e What is meant by Paul's words at 1 Co-
rinthians 7:29, “Let those who have wives be
as though they had none”?

The apostle Paul’s inspired admonition is
part of a discussion recommending singleness
as the better course, for the reason that it per-
mits the Christian to be in “constant attendance
upon the Lord without distraction.” (1 Cor.
7:32-35) The advice for husbands to be ‘as
though they had no wives’ therefore must re-
late to serving Jehovah God with full devotion.

Many married people conduct their affairs
as if their marriage were the only important
thing in life. They are so concerned about
pleasing their mates that spiritual things, if not
ignored completely, are at least neglected. The
Christian husband, though, appreciates that his
relationship with God must come first in his
life. He must live wholeheartedly to Jehovah.
(Rom. 14:8) His love for God must be no less
exclusive than that of those who are single.
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Regardless of what might develop, he should
not permit his marriage to interfere with his
rightful service to God as a devoted disciple
of the Lord Jesus Christ. This would be in
harmony with Jesus’ words: “If anyone comes
to me and does not hate [love to a lesser de-
gree] his father and mother and wife and
children and brothers and sisters, yes, and
even his own soul, he cannot be my disciple.”
—Luke 14:26; compare Matthew 10:37.

Paul's counsel should not be understood to
mean that Christian husbands are to ignore
their wives, treating them as if they did not
exist. To the contrary, Paul instructed Chris-
tians at Ephesus: “Husbands ought to be loving
their wives as their own bodies. He who loves
his wife loves himself, for no man ever hated
his own flesh; but he feeds and cherishes it.”
(Eph. 5:28, 29) So a Christian husband should
not neglect his marital responsibilities. At all
times, however, he ought to follow Paul’'s coun-
sel by building his whole life around his re-
lationship with God. He should not make his
marriage his whole life but should see to it that,
as far as possible, his marriage contributes to
his relationship with God.

The admonition given by the apostle Paul
should also be viewed in the light of the hope
entertained by those to whom he wrote. The
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ones addressed (husbands, wives, as well as
single persons) were spirit-anointed Christians
who had set before them the prospect of being
united with the Lord Jesus Christ in the heav-
ens following their death and resurrection.
Hence, all earthly bonds and attachments, in-
cluding marital ties, would eventually come to
a complete end, never to be resumed. No earthly
sOorrows, joys or possessions would accompany
them to heaven. Since they would have to leave
everything of an earthly nature behind, they
should not permit such things to take on undue
importance in their life.

Then, too, even during the time of their life
on earth, things would not necessarily remain
the same. As the apostle Paul pointed out:
“The scene of this world is changing.” So it
was unwise for Christians to become unduly
attached to relationships and possessions that
were not permanent. Were they to do so, their
losing a wife, a friend or even material pos-
sessions could lead to their becoming so dis-
couraged as to giving up their precious rela-
tionship with God.—1 Cor. 7:30, 31.

Today servants of Jehovah God who hope to
gain life on earth can also benefit from Paul’s
inspired admonition. In their case, too, earthly
possessions and relationships are not perma-
nent. Time and unforeseen occurrences befall
all people, at times depriving them of posses-
sions, friends and marriage mates. As for ma-
terial possessions, no one should expect Jehovah
to preserve these through the “great tribula-
tion.” Jehovah has promised to preserve life,
not material possessions. So the thing of
supreme importance in the life of every Chris-
tian should be, not marriage, possessions or
any other earthly thing, but his good relation-
ship with God. Our life depends upon maintain-
ing that relationship.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
July 6: Cultivate Intense Love for One Another.
Page 336. Songs to Be Used: 49, 45.
July 13: Love Covers a Multitude of Sins. Page

342. Songs to Be Used: 15, 108.



