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A watchtower enables a person to see far
into the distance and announce to others
what is coming. Can a magazine serve
similarly in our day? Yes, from its first
issue (July 1879) onward, The Watchtower,
published by Jehovah's witnesses, has done
just that.

How can it benefit you? Consider: Do you
long for a better world, one of true justice
and free from sorrow, hatred and war? Do
you want to live at a time when genuine
peace and love prevail among people of all
races? Then this magazine can aid you. Using
God's Word, the Bible, as its authority, it
points out the clear evidence that the present
wicked system of things will soon end,
destroyed by God. But it also announces
the coming in of a righteous new order.
There, under the rule of God's kingdom, his
heavenly government, people will enjoy life
forever in true peace, health and happiness
on a paradise earth.

Faithfulness to the Word of God lifts
The Watchtower above the contradicting
religious teachings and philosophies of men.
It stays strictly neutral as regards political
affairs. It wholeheartedly upholds the high-
est moral standard—that of man's Maker,
Jehovah God. From this source, it shows
solutions to the problems of daily life.

We know that many sincere persons would
appreciate a discussion of these things in
their own home with a qualified person. A
minister of Jehovah's witnesses will be glad
to call on you free of charge. To arrange for
this, simply write the publishers of this
magazine or contact Jehovah's witnesses
locally.
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WATCH TOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY
OF PENNSYLVANIA
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X*T9O0ORN in 1945, the United Nations Organi-

zation is now almost twenty-nine years
old. Where does it stand today as a world
force? After years of apparent decline, is it now
in a time of growing strength?

The evidence points that way. Recent devel-
opments indicate that this globed organization
is due to play a highly significant role in future
world affairs. Bible prophecy points in the same
direction.

High hopes were held when the U.N. was
brought forth through the San Francisco Con-
ference in 1945. “The most important human
gathering since the Last Supper,” exclaimed
the New York
ence.

The world had then just emerged from the
greatest military holocaust in human history,
its finale brilliantly lit by the devastating blasts
of atomic bombs. The promise that this new-
bom organization would be the agency where-
by all nations could unite in the interests of in-
temational peace and security sounded good to
war-weary people. It inspired visions of a new
era of progress and prosperity through an in-
ternational cooperation unparalleled in the past.
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During the early years,
the U.N. captured world at-
tention. The setting up of the
Republic of Israel, the Kash-
mir border dispute between
India and Pakistan, the out-
break of war in Korea, the
Suez Canal incident and simi-
lar events kept the U.N. on
the front page of newspapers
around the world. It scored
some successes— ‘keeping the
lid on’ in several potentially

explosive situations, serving as the
means for bringing about truces in
some cases and an early settlement of
conflict in others. Its gleaming head-
quarters on the East River inManhat-
tan became a major tourist attraction.

DECLINE BEGINS

Then, during the 1960’s, the U.N.
began a slide into relative obscurity,
fading from public attention. By 1970
it was with sarcasm being referred
to by some as the *“East River De-
bating Society,” a “propaganda plat-
form,” and an “international psychia-
trist’s couch” where nations went to
voice their complaints. Its visitors’
galleries were largely empty. Press
coverage dwindled. For a time the
U.N. was even in danger of financial
bankruptcy because of lack of sup-
port from member nations.

Postin describing fhrue;obfdy: agencies, such as the

World Health Organization, the
World Bank, the Food and Agricul-
ture Organization and the United Na-
tions Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization, were all achieving
notable advances in far-flung areas of
the earth. But the U.N. was designed
to be primarily a political instrument.
And it was in the field of world poli-
tics that its greatest weakness seemed
evident.



INCOMING ISSUES

The Gambling Boom—How
Do You View It?

Settling the Issue of
Ownership.

How Are Jehovah’s
W itnesses Different?

The organization, of course, had built-in
limitations and weaknesses from its very
formation. As the 1970 World Book -
clopedia states: “The UN is not a world
government. Normally, it can only make
studies and recommendations.” This is
particularly true of the General Assembly,
the main body of the organization, which
can draw up and pass resolutions—but
resolutions which are not binding on the
organization’s membership.

The fifteen-member Security Council
has greater initiative and can make de-
cisions that are binding. However, each
of its five permanent members (the United
States, the Soviet Union, Great Britain,
France and China) holds the power of
veto.

The present U.N. secretary-general,
Kurt Waldheim, summed up the problem
in saying:

“You must not expect the United Na-
tions to accomplish miracles. We are made
up of sovereign nations. We can only ac-
complish what our member nations allow
us to accomplish.”

Unity has been the critical factor for
any decisive action by the giant organiza-
tion. And within one year of its formation,
the unity of the United Nations was largely
in name only. The “cold war” pitted the
Communist nations against the Western
powers.
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We need to remember that the U.N.s
composition back in 1945 was vastly dif-
ferent from what it has become today.
The original charter members then num-
bered fifty-one. Of these, twenty-two were
in the western hemisphere (including the
United States and Canada), about a dozen
others were from western Europe and the
British Commonwealth of Nations. Among
the remainder, there was only a handful
of Communist countries and neutrals.

Thus, most of the U.N.’s members were
allies of the United States, and for many
years the way the United States voted
was the way the majority voted. This
preponderance of power for the Western
nations placed the Communist bloc and
its leader, the Soviet Union, in a disagree-
able position. That was a major reason
why the Soviet Union used its power
to veto Security Council measures more
than a hundred times in the first two
decades of the U.N.’s existence. By the
1960’ the picture had undergone a dra-
matic change. The bright hopes were
flickering, weakening.

A KEY FACTOR IN THE DECLINE

During the first five years of the or-
ganization’s life, only nine new members
were admitted, bringing the membership
total up to 60. But by 1960 there were
99 members. Today there are 135. The
vast majority of new members have come
from Asia and Africa (where onetime im-
perial colonies have steadily been gaining
independence, often with the U.N.’s help).
This change in composition proved a key
factor in the U.N.’s decline from world
prominence. Why?

On the one hand, this expansion made
the organization truly global. At the same
time, however, Western influence under-
went steady erosion. Zeal and enthusiasm
for the organization waned, notably in the
United States.
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A major cause of disenchantment in-
volved the voting in the General Assembly.
There any of the now abundant small
countries, some of which have a popula-
tion of less than a million inhabitants,
had a voting power equal to that of nations
the size of England, Brazil, the United
States or the Soviet Union. The “super-
powers” often found this frustrating.

The past decade has brought the as-
cendancy of the Afro-Asian states to a
majority status in the U.N. (more than
70 out of the 135 members). This un-
doubtedly was a strong factor in the sue-
cess of the twenty-year-long movement to
admit Communist China as a member,
with its enormous population of some
800,000,000 persons. Its entrance in 1971
to a permanent position on the Security
Council in the place of Nationalist China
also contributed to the U.N.’s radically
changed aspect. Clearly, things would
never return to the way they were during
the global organization’s infancy.

Despite expansion, to the world’s view
there was no notable sign of renewed

WHEN THE U.N. EXPANDED TO 135 MEMBER NATIONS,

strength of the U.N. The so-called “Third
World,” made up of the poorer, “develop-
ing” nations, had come into the extraor-
dinary position of being able to put reso-
lutions through the General Assembly in
the face of opposition from the “super-
powers.” But the “Third World” nations
did not have the means to give “muscle”
to these resolutions. The general state of
frustration continued and the giant organi-
zation twitched, groaned and shouted, but
generally could not coordinate its strength
for decisive action.

Thus, as a Life magazine editorial in
1970 expressed it: “National self-interest
is still the common denominator of inter-
national politics, and real power resides
where it always has—with the gov-
emments and military forces of great
powers.”

Why, then, is there reason to believe
that the United Nations is now experienc-
ing a resurgence of power? What factors
contribute to this? What part will this
global organization yet play in the future
of all mankind?

IT MADE THE

ORGANIZATION TRULY GLOBAL. THIS HAS GREATLY CHANGED THE U.N.
FROM AN ORGANIZATION MADE UP MOSTLY OF WESTERN NATIONS TO

ONE
THE WATCHTOWER — SEPTEMBER 15, 1974

IN WHICH THE AFRO-ASIAN STATES ARE

IN THE MAJORITY
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FOR THE

United Nettan ¥

T 3E United Nations is evidently en-
tering an era of renewed vigor and
prominence on the world scene. In the
near future it will be involved in events
of world-shaking impact. Why is this so?
The Middle East conflict in October of
1973 and its aftermath helped to restore
much of the U.N.’s prestige. True, the big
powers played dominant roles in the truce
arrangements between lIsrael, Egypt and
Syria. But as Finnish historian Max Ja-
kobson writes in the Saturday Review/-
World (March 23, 1974):

“Even the superpowers found that they
could not do entirely without the United
Nations. The cease-fire agreement negotiated

.. was legitimized by the [U.N.] Security
Council. Supervision on the ground was
provided by the United Nations. The sight
of the blue berets along the banks of the
Suez Canal revived faith among the believ-
ell’ls:” The United Nations was needed after
all.

Of U.N. Secretary-General Kurt Wald-
heim’s designation as chairman of the
Middle East peace conference, U.N. re-
porter Anthony Astrachan says:

“His role as chairman of the opening

peace talks in Geneva may be symbolic, but

symbols develop importance, if not power.

Moscow and Washington . . . now cultivate
him to protect their options with the world.”

The more recent conflict in Cyprus also
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brought into sharp focus the peace-
keeping role of the U.N.

PROBLEMS CLAMORING
FOR INTERNATIONAL ACTION

But the Middle East is just a small part
of the global picture. There is, world wide,
a growing realization of the need for swift
united action, internationally, to cope with
the severe problems that now rise on man-
kind’s horizon.

Vast regions of the earth are now in
dire need of food. But the grain bins of
the world are virtually empty of reserve
supplies. Meanwhile the world’s popula-
tion continues its steady upward climb
—seventy-eight million more last year.

Poverty deepens. According to World
Bank President Robert McNamara, 800,-
000,000 people now survive on about
thirty cents a day. In other wealthier
lands, runaway inflation brings soaring
prices, and national currencies generally
face their worst time of instability.

The destructive power of weapons de-
veloped by the big powers in recent years
makes the atom bombs of World War T
seem small indeed. Now, by explosion of
a nuclear device, India has become the
sixth member of the ‘Atomic Weapons
Club.” The likelihood of other nations fol-
lowing this course increases the likelihood
that some member of the ‘club’ will resort
to nuclear weapons in a future conflict.
The destruction that could develop stag-
gers the imagination.

Demands for energy resources are out-
pacing available supplies. The energy crisis
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has shoved concern over pollution into the
background. But the problem of contami-
nation of earth’s air, land and seas does
not thereby go away. It continues and
worsens.

Speaking about these problems before
the United Nations, U.S. Secretary of State
Henry Kissinger said: “Challenges of this
magnitude cannot be solved by a world
fragmented into self-contained nation-
states or rigid blocs.” The situation calls
for collective action on a world scale. But
there are yet other factors enhancing the
position of the United Nations.

OTHER KEY FACTORS

As Dr. George W. Shepherd points out,
the world is no longer like a chessboard
on which the two superpowers confront
each other, with the European nations
like knights and bishops, and the “Third
World” nations like pawns. “That,” says
this ,University of Denver professor, “is
why we are seeing a revival of [the United
Nations].”

Though previously the “Third World”
nations were able only to make noise in
the U.N. and pass resolutions that were
never enforced, the big powers can no
longer treat these smaller nations lightly.
The recent Arab oil boycott showed the
potential power that exists in the “Third
World.” This is true not only of the oil-
rich lands. Many of the basic raw ma-
terials and minerals—tin, zinc, copper,
manganese, uranium, iron ore, bauxite
(for producing aluminum)—that the in-
dustrialized nations depend heavily upon,
come from these so-called “undeveloped”
nations. What may this lead to?

An article in the German newspaper
Schwabacher Tagblatt says it would be
astonishing if these poorer countries were
to resist for long the temptation to “throw
down the gauntlet to the so-called rich
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nations and flex the musdes of their
awakened self-assurance,” imitating the
Arab nations. The article adds: “When
we feel the grip of the awakened self-
assurance of these countries around our
Adam’s apple, then it is too late .. . social
problems will arise in our industrial world
with dimensions such as have never before
confronted us.”

All of this adds to the insecurity that
moves the political nations, large and
small, to seek global agreements and ac-
tion that will bring relief. Concern for
peace and security grips the nations today
as seldom before in history and has pro-
duced a dominant attitude or “spirit” that
is moving the nations more and more to
think and act on a global basis. Pointing
out why they may be expected to turn
increasingly to the United Nations as their
instrument, former U.S. ambassador to
the U.N. Charles W. Yost says:

"The U.N., despite everything, has one

enormous advantage over all the other
devices for the conduct of international
relations—it is a permanent institution.

Whatever may be the merits of summit
meetings, regional conferences, bilateral and
multilateral agreements, they all rest on
the shifting sands of capricious and chang-
ing leadership and public opinion. Only the
U.N., like national governments, is firmly
based on a constitution and a bureaucracy
which have lives of their own and which
endure from decade to decade.”

WHAT BIBLE PROPHECY REVEALS

The conclusive answer as to what the
future holds for the United Nations is not
found, however, by analyzing world con-
ditions or trends. It is found in the inspired
Word of God, the Bible, and its prophecies.
Present-day events and trends confirm the
rightness of those prophecies.

In the Bible, political world powers are
represented under the symbol of beasts.
(See Daniel 7:17, 23; 8:20-22.) Chapter 17
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of the book of Revelation foretells a com-
posite political organization, combining in
itself the remnants of the world powers
of history. It is represented under the
symbol of a seven-headed beast (each
head representing a world power, as
counted on the basis of its effect on the
servants of the true God) with ten horns,
the horns representing the totality of
earthly political governments. This orga-
nization was to disappear from the scene
for a time, falling as if into a pit of death-
like inactivity. Then it would reappear
and move to its fined destiny.

The United Nations, with its predeces-
sor, the League of Nations (which entered
into a period of deathlike inactivity during
World War M), fits this symbolic descrip-
tion. Even as the governments represented
by the “ten horns” gained increased au-
thority on a world scale through associa-
tion with the composite political organi-
zation, so too we see that even small
nations have gained a voice, importance
and power through their membership in
the United Nations.—Rev. 17:7-13.*

As prophetically represented, these dis-
tinct symbolic kings “have one thought.”
(Rev. 17:13) That is, even though they
disagree on numerous proposals, they are
united in their determination to employ
a human scheme for establishing lasting
peace and security on a global scale. In
so doing, they reject God’s own provision
for accomplishing this: his kingdom by
means of Christ Jesus. Therefore the
prophecy shows this international political
organization as fighting against God’ ap-
pointed King and those on his side of the
issue. This makes inevitable the ultimate
destruction of that composite political or-
ganization and all its members and sup-

porters, thereby making way for God’s

e For further information on this prophecy, see the
book God's Kingdom of a Thousand Years Has Ap-
proached, pp. 308311~
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own government of earth.—Rev. 17:14;
compare Daniel 2:44.

But before it passes off the earthly
scene, that composite political organiza-
tion will fulfill another feature of divine
prophecy. The Bible shows that the or-
ganization’s member nations have long
been under the deceitful domination of
worldly religious systems, these forming
a world empire of false religion pictured
in Revelation by a harlotrous woman
named “Babylon the Great.” But prophecy
shows that the political powers will tire
of the hypocrisy, the meddling, the de-
mands of the harlotrous religious systems
and will turn against them, utterly dev-
astating them.—Rev. 17:1-6, 15-18.f

Strange as it may seem, just when this
global organization appears to reach the
zenith of its prominence, seemingly on the
threshold of establishing a political foun-
dation for peace and security, it will si-
multaneously near the point of its own
downfall. As the apostle Paul was inspired
to write: “Whenever it is that they are
saying: ‘Peace and security!” then sudden
destruction is to be instantly upon them.”
(1 Thess. 5:2, 3) And, although after such
proclamation this world organization will
engage in its most dramatic and world-
shaking act—the destruction of the world
empire of false religion—that act will not
protect it from being destroyed itself by
God as a counterfeit, a futile and rebellious
attempt to substitute a political setup for
God’s promised kingdom.

For this reason growing numbers of per-
sons in more than 200 lands and isles of
the sea, yes, people of many nations, now
unite in placing their full confidence and
hope, not in a political system of this
troubled world, but in the heaven-based
government of Christ Jesus, the true
source of enduring peace and security for
this earth.

t See the book *“Babylon the Great Has Fallen!”
God's Kingdom Rules!, pp. 5986037, for further expla-
nation.
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VERY year millions upon millions of

books are printed. In the Brooklyn,
New York, printery of the Watchtower
Society alone, over a million bound books
are frequently produced each week. Books
being so common today, it may be hard
to imagine a time in human history when
they were unknown. Yet that was the
case for many centuries.

Not until after the passing of about
four thousand years of human history did
the codex or leaf-book, the forerunner of
the modem book, come into common use.
Before that, scrolls of papyrus or parch-
ment served the purpose that books do
today.

Scrolls had definite disadvantages not
shared by the codex. To find a particular
point in a concluding section of a scroll
might require unrolling twenty, thirty or
more feet of it. This may explain why
guotations made by ancient secular writers
from other sources are often very inac-
curate. Instead of going to all the trouble
of unrolling a scroll and trying to find
the quotation, they likely recorded it from
memory.

The codex was far more practical than
the scroll. While a scroll of some 104 feet
might be needed to contain the four Gos-
pels, one compact codex could accommo-
date them all. Because the writing was on
separate pages and not just on one long
roll with numerous columns of writing,
one could more readily find specific state-
ments. A codex usually contained twice
as much information as a scroll having
the same amount of papyrus or parch-
ment. This was so because scrolls ordi-
narily had writing on only one side, where-
as the leaves of the codex had writing on
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both sides. So the codex was more eco-
nomical than the scroll.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE CODEX

As to the development of the codex, the
Latin word from which the term “codex”
is drawn provides clues. It comes from the
Latin caudex and originally meant a tree
trunk. Later the term was applied to
wooden tablets that were used for writing
after being smeared over with wax. In
time, individual tablets were bound to-
gether by cords or rings, and the assem-
bled tablets came to be known as a codex.

Eventually the Romans began using
parchment instead of wax-coated wood as
writing material. Such parchment was
called membranae, that is, “skin (prepared
for writing).” By the first century C.E.
membranae was evidently in common
use. The apostle Paul, for example, re-
quested that Timothy bring him “the
scrolls, especially the parchments [Greek,
mem-bralnas].” With the change in writ-
ing material, the development of the
codex progressed rapidly.—2 Tim. 4:13.

The early codices took various forms.
One form of codex consisted of a large
quire (signature or collection of sheets)
that was sewn down the center fold.
When this codex was closed, the center
pages extended beyond the outer pages
and therefore had to be trimmed. As a
result, this codex had the objectionable
feature of middle pages that were notice-
ably narrower than the outer pages.

The type of codex that gained popu-
larity, however, was the multiple-quire
codex. A quire of eight to ten leaves (four
or five sheets folded in half) was found
to be most convenient for binding. This
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arrangement kept variation of page size
at a minimum. The sheets of each quire
were sewn together before they were
stacked and bound between the covers, to
complete the codex. Modem books also
consist of a group of signatures.

EARLY CHRISTIANS ADOPT THE CODEX

At least until about the end of the
first century C.E. Christians used mainly
scrolls. The apostle John referred to the
book of Revelation, which he wrote about
96 C.E., as a “scroll.”—Rev. 22:18,19.

Not long thereafter, Christians adopted
the codex to preserve the writings making
up the Christian Greek Scriptures. Ar-
chaeological findings suggest that early
Christians were making more extensive
use of the codex than other people. For ex-

HE RAN FOR “THE PRIZE OF
THE UPWARD CALL” AND WON!

On July 30, 1974, at the age of 86,
Thomas James Sullivan finished his earth-
ly course. He was bom on May 14, 1888,
in County Kerry, Ireland. In March 1916
he was baptized, and in 1924 he and his
wife Evelyn entered full-time service in
the Brooklyn Bethel. His intimate friends
affectionately called him “Bud,” and as
the Superintendent of Evangelists he was
in charge of the Watchtower Society’s
Service Department for many years. In
this capacity he regularly visited his
Christian brothers who were imprisoned
in the United States because of their neu-
trality during World War Il and there-
after. On October 31, 1932, he was made
a member of the board of directors of the
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of
Pennsylvania; he was also one of the
eleven-member governing body of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses. When he died at Watch-
tower Farm, where he had lived for the
past eleven months, he was able to say,
as did the apostle Paul, “I have fought
the fine fight, 1 have run the course to
the finish, 1 have observed the faith.”
—2 Tim. 4:7; Phil. 3:14.
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ample, scroll fragments of classical writ-
ings of the third century number 291. But
there are only 20 codex fragments for the
same period. As for Christian writings,
codex fragments number 38 and scroll
fragments perhaps 9.

There was good reason for the early
Christians to adopt the use of the codex.
Jesus Christ had commissioned his fol-
lowers: “Make disciples of people of all the
nations, . . . teaching them to observe all
the things | have commanded you.” (Matt.
28:19, 20) In order to make and to teach
disciples, Christians needed to use the
Sacred Scriptures. The compact and con-
venient nature of the codex facilitated
their teaching, making it easier to find
appropriate passages of Scripture.

The pattern for using the Scriptures
extensively in making and teaching dis-
ciples had been established in the first
century C.E. Of the apostle Paul’s use of
the Scriptures, Acts 17:2, 3 reports: “Ac-
cording to Paul’s custom he went inside
to them, and for three sabbaths he rea-
soned with them from the Scriptures, ex-
plaining and proving by references that
it was necessary for the Christ to suffer
and to rise from the dead.” Also, the
taught ones were commended for check-
ing matters out in the Holy Scriptures.
Thus we read: “Now the [Beroeans] were
more noble-minded than those in Thessa-
lonica, for they received the word with
the greatest eagerness of mind, carefully
examining the Scriptures daily as to
whether these things were so.” (Acts
17:11) The codex was much easier to
use in imitating these fine examples.

Just as the early Christians made wise
use of the codex, Jehovah’s Christian
witnesses in modern times have availed
themselves of modem methods to spread
the Kingdom message. Hence, the printed
page is today playing a tremendous part
in spreading God’s truth to the most
distant parts of the earth.
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Insight on the News

« The African country of Zambia holds its
Trade Fair each year, lasting six days. For the
past four years the gates at
the Fair have been manned by

Honesty Jehovah’s witnesses. Why?
Still An article in the “Times of
Appreciated Zambia" says that certain

other organizations had been

used by the Fair management
in the past but these had “displayed a singular
disregard for honesty." Shortages in gate re-
ceipts would run as high as 400 to 500
“kwacha" (or, in dollars, from $615 to $769).
To illustrate the honesty of the Witnesses, the
article states that this year the shortage in
gate receipts for the six days amounted to
“an astounding 40n [about 62c]."

e Modern computers handle mathematical
problems with astounding speed. They store
up tremendous amounts of
information in their “memory
How “Smart” banks." Some twenty years

Are ago, scientists predicted that
Computers? computer-controlled automa-
tion would revolutionize hu-

man society, with increased

production displacing millions of laborers.

Others foresaw future computers that would
“think” better than people, even replace hu-
mans in government. What has happened?

In the August 1974 “Atlantic" magazine,
science reporter Fred Hapgood shows that
productivity rates were no different in the
1960’s than in the 1950’s, despite the addition
of nearly 200,000 more computers.

As to computers *thinking,” those advancing
the idea evidently choose to ignore the time
and effort humans must spend preparing the
“data"™ (figures and facts) fed into computers
and preparing the “programming” that tells
the machine just how to handle the data. The
slightest change in a problem can mean that all
this complicated work must be done over again
so the computer will function properly. Pointing
out that there is no “intelligence” involved in
the mechanical operations of a computer,
author Hapgood says: “Whatever else intelli-
gence may be, it surely implies an ability to
link up with the real world, to pursue some
objective or apply a competence over at least
a small range of natural experience.”

A classic example cited of the limited ability
of computers is the automatic zip-code readers
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used in some post offices. After years of devel-
opment, the most sophisticated model (costing
$800,000) can successfully handle “only 9.5
percent of the mail.“

The May 1974 issue of "Psychology Today,"
cites another illustration. One corporation uses
these sentences to test a computer’s ability to
“understand" language: “Tommy had just been
given a new set of blocks. He was opening
the box when he saw Jimmy coming in."
Three questions are then put to the computer:
“Who was opening the box? What was in the
box? Who came in?’" The article says: “Al-
though any first-grader could easily answer
these questions, the computer finds them sur-
prisingly hard." It needs the data spelled out
in still simpler, more specific terms.

Another good question is: If modern science
cannot produce intelligence in a machine, how
could the blind chance that the evolution
theory relies on have produced it in man?

¢ In Canada, Sunday-school attendances have

dropped “catastrophically” in the past ten
years. The “Toronto Star" re-

ports that the overall decline

Decline in is close to 50 percent, with
Sunday some major churches having
Schools even greater decreases. United
Church rolls listed 648,354

children in 1962. In 1972 the

figure was down to 293,900. Presbyterian
schools dropped from 109,864 in 1963 to

63,362 in 1973.

Anglican bishop L S. Garnsworthy of Toronto
said: “Unless Christian parents start teaching
their children themselves, Christianity will not be
transmitted to another generation. Sunday
schools, as we have known them, are withering
away.”

Some religious groups report growth in
Sunday-school attendances but most of them
achieve it only through bussing of children
and such things as contests for attendance
records or pre-Sunday-school sports and similar
methods.

The Bible nowhere sets forth any basis for
isolating children in Sunday schools. It shows
that the parents themselves are responsible to
bring up their offspring “in the discipline and
mental-regulating of Jehovah,” and to have

them with them in congregational meetings.
— Deut. 6:4-7; 31:12, 13; Eph. 6:4; Matt.
15:32, 38.
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Christianity dying, or is it perhaps

ompletely dead, as some have con-
eluded? If we view Christendom’s churches
as representing true Christianity, a look
at them would seem to confirm the idea.
Samuel Calian, author and professor of
theology at the University of Dubuque,
lowa, recently said of the ministers of
Christendom’s churches:

"Who is it in our society that makes
significant and prophetic statements about
the epic events of our times? . . . for the
most part certainly not ministers. .
Harried, tired, and ill-prepared, they have
become an inarticulate voice in a world seek-
ing purpose and hope.”

And William L. Edelen, Jr., minister
at the First Congregational Church in
Tacoma, Washington, admitted:

“The church today is . . . almost indistin-
guishable from an average business corpo-
ration or political machine.”

But this gives rise to a very good ques-
tion: Do Christendom’ churches really
represent Christianity, or is it a false
label? If you look at Christendom’s his-
tory, has it ever promoted real Chris-
tianity among its adherents?

So, then, if the churches do not repre-
sent real Christianity, perhaps we should
look for it to be alive elsewhere. A judge
who was not himself a Christian once
counseled the rulers of a nation regarding
the apostles of Christ and their preaching
activity: “(If this scheme or this work
is from men, it will be overthrown; but
if it is from God, you will not be able to
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overthrow them;) otherwise, you may
perhaps be found fighters actually against
God."—Acts 5:38, 39.

The Founder of Christianity gave a
prophetic illustration in which he showed
that real Christianity is indeed from God
and that it would not die out, but, rather,
would flourish, in the first century, as it
actually did, and again in the time of our
generation, which the Bible refers to as
the “conclusion of the system of things.”
—Matt. 24:3, 34; 13:40.

CHRISTIANITY FLOURISHES
IN FIRST CENTURY

This illustration is the parable of the
“talents,” found in the Bible at Matthew
25:1430". Jesus spoke figuratively of him-
self as a man who, before leaving on a
long trip, committed his money to his
slaves. Concerning their activity after
his departure, the parable continues: “Im-
mediately the one that received the five
talents [a large amount of money] went
his way and did business with them and
gained five more. In the same way the
one that received the two gained two
more.”—Vss. 16, 17.

This was true of the first-century dis-
ciples, the apostles and their associates,
who immediately went to work on Pente-
cost day of 33 C.E., only ten days after
Christ’s ascension to heaven. Their work
was not to make money, but to increase
the number of disciples by diligent work
in the cultivated field that their Master
left them, thus promoting true Chris-
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tianity. Thousands were added to the
Christian congregation in a very short
time and the Christian message ‘bore fruit
and increased in all the world,” and was
“preached in all creation that is under
heaven.”—Acts 2:41; 4:4; Col. 1:6, 23.

FORETOLD TO PROSPER IN OUR TIME

How did the parable show that Chris-
tianity would also flourish in this present
time, in our day? Well, the parable showed
that after a long journey the man would
return and make an inspection and would
find that two of his three slaves increased
by 100 percent the “belongings” entrusted
to them. Other Bible texts support the
view that this part of the parable applies
to Christ's return after a long period, “to
settle accounts” with those anointed to
serve him.—1 Pet. 4:17, 18; Col. 3:24.

There are also other reasons to expect
true Christianity to flourish and to in-
crease today. One of these reasons is that
this is the time of Christ's invisible pres-
ence in power as King. The “appointed
times of the nations,” or the “times of
the Gentiles,” have ended. These “times”
began when God’ representative kingdom
on earth was overthrown in 607 B.C.E. by
Babylon. How long were these “times”
to run? They were to be “seven times” or
seven prophetic years of 360 days each,
in which a day was to count for a year.
This would be 7 X 360, or 2,520 years.
This brings us to the year 1914 C.E., when
the Kingdom would be restored in the
hands of the one “who has the legal right.”
—Luke 21:24; Dan. 4:17; Ezek. 4:6; 21:27.

Additionally, conditions on earth since
1914 match what Jesus foretold would be
taking place at the time of his taking
power at “the conclusion of the system of
things.”—Matthew chap. 24; Mark chap.
13; Luke chaps. 17, 21.

Now, this return of Christ in Kingdom
power, in heavenly glory, is a time of
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judgment; first, of those anointed to rep-
resent Christ, and next, of the world. The
people need to know about this. Hence,
it is essential that the message of the
Kingdom, outlining God’s purposes for
mankind, be widely proclaimed again on
a wide scale, “in all the inhabited earth.”
God has always used his servants to give
warning before acting in execution of
judgment upon people. Witness Noah's
warning before the flood, the prophets’
warning to Jerusalem before its destrue-
tion in 607 B.C.E. and the intense warning
given by Jesus and his disciples before that
city's destruction by the Roman armies
in 70 C.E.

CHRISTIANITY VIGOROUS NOW

So, even though Christendom's churches
are decaying, true Christianity is not
dying. It is a perilous time for all, how-
ever, because it is the consummation of
this world's system. It is therefore to be
expected that Christ would raise up more
“slaves” and entrust them with his “be-
longings.” However, in 1914, when Christ
took Kingdom power, a world war was
ravaging the earth. This war was fought
mainly by the armies of so-called Chris-
tian nations.

On the other hand, those few who at
that time were trying to increase their
Master's “belongings” by the practice of
real Christianity came under heavy per-
secution, due to the war propaganda and
war fever. They were jailed, beaten and
driven out of some towns because of the
distorted, prejudiced viewpoint that even
Christendom’s clergy had caused the peo-
pie to have regarding the work to be done
by the “slaves” of Jesus Christ. It ap-
peared that their work was crushed.

Nevertheless, after the war, by 1919,
there was still a faithful group that saw
the need to proclaim the presence of the
Lord Jesus Christ for the purpose of in-
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spection and judgment. These the Lord
raised up and infused with zeal and energy,
never to be stifled again by their enemies!
By 1922 they had made preparations to
announce that the King Jesus Christ had
taken his power in the heavens and would
soon free mankind of all oppressors. It
was to be a worldwide work! Because of
their zealous proclamation of the truth
there were 90,434 persons who attended
the annual Memorial of the death of Jesus
Christ in 1925. This showed that the
“slaves” had indeed done as the parable
stated, namely, they had gained more
“talents” or had increased the Master’s
“belongings.”

Today, less than fifty years later, prac-
tically the whole creation has had the
Kingdom message preached to them “for
a witness.” (Matt. 24:14) In 208 countries
of the earth, now more than a million
and a half have heard and believed the
message of Christ’s “slaves” and have
taken up the same work, aiding others
to hear. Since there are but 144,000 per-
sons who will make up the entire body
of faithful “slaves,” eventually to reign
with Christ in the heavens, most of those
taking up the message now have hope of
surviving the destruction of this system
of things and of living on earth under the
Kingdom government—Rev. 14:1, 4.

We note that in the parable each class
of the faithful slaves, the five-talent class
and the two-talent class, worked equally
hard, and both classes gained a 100-
percent increase. So each one did up to
the extent possible for him, and no one
was better than anyone else. Of course,
they could not boast over the increases
gained, for it is Jehovah, through Christ,
to whom the accomplishments belong, as
the apostle Paul said: “I planted, Apollos
watered, but God kept making it grow;
so that neither is he that plants anything
nor is he that waters, but God who makes
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it grow.” (1 Cor. 3:6, 7) Christ’s “slaves”
are merely the instruments that God is
pleased to use in effecting the increase.
How are these faithful “slaves” rewarded
during the time of the Lord’s inspection
and judgment?

In the fulfillment, note that the slaves
represent, not individuals, but classes of
persons. Modernly, therefore, we cannot
point to individuals as being of the five-
talent class or the two-talent class. Both
work equally hard with the responsibili-
ties, greater or less, assigned to them.

THE MASTER’S REWARD
TO FAITHFUL “SLAVES”

The apostle Paul speaks about their
reward at 1 Thessalonians 4:14-17:

“If our faith is that Jesus died and rose
again, so, too, those who have fallen asleep
in death through Jesus God will bring with
him. For this is what we tell you by Jeho-
vah’s word, that we the living who survive
to the presence of the Lord shall in no way
precede those who have fallen asleep in
death; because the Lord himself will de-
scend from heaven with a commanding call,
with an archangel’s voice and with God’s
trumpet, and those who are dead in union
with Christ will rise first. Afterward we
the living who are surviving will, together
with them, be caught away in clouds to
meet the Lord in the air; and thus we
shall always be with the Lord.”

That this reward is a real, living
hope the apostle Paul demonstrated when,
shortly before his death, he wrote to his
co-worker Timothy: “lI have fought the
fine fight, 1 have run the course to the
finish, 1 have observed the faith. From
this time on there is reserved for me the
crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous judge, will give me as a
reward in that day, yet not only to me,
but also to all those who have loved his
manifestation.”—2 Tim. 4:7, 8.

At the time of the Lord’s presence,
when he comes to inspect and judge, he
gives first attention to those “slaves” of
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his who have died from the time of Pen-
tecost of 33 C.E. until the time of his
arrival. These he resurrects to heavenly
life. They join him as his collective
“bride.” (Rev. 19:7; 21:9) This, being a
heavenly resurrection to spirit life, is, of
course, not observed by those living on
earth. The *“slaves” remaining on earth
during his presence, as they die, will, “to-
gether with them, be caught away in
clouds to meet the Lord in the air.” That
is, during Christ’s invisible presence, rep-
resented by clouds, they will join those
already resurrected. From then on they
will always be with the Lord.

These faithful ones, at their death, are
instantaneously resurrected. There they
“rest from their labors, for the things
they did go right with them.” (Rev. 14:13)
They have labored hard with the Lord’s
“belongings,” the “talents” entrusted to
them. After their resurrection they are
relieved from their hard circumstances on
earth, yet go right on with work in their
place of heavenly reward. Their instan-
taneous change at the moment of death
is described at 1 Corinthians 15:50-54.

But what about the faithful “slaves”
while they remain on earth for a time
during the King’s presence? They enjoy
a reward now by entering into the “joy”
of their Master. (Matt. 25:19-23) Who is
the source of this *“joy”? Jehovah God,
the Father of Jesus Christ. Jesus endured
his sufferings because of “the joy that
was set before him.” (Heb. 12:2) When
he took his long journey he went to his
Father, the Source of that “joy,” and he
received from the Father greater respon-
sibilities, including kingly power. The
faithful *“slaves” find great joy in an-
nouncing the established Kingdom. Also,
as “a people for his name,” they are having
the name of Jehovah the great Universal
Sovereign called upon them. They are
known world wide by the name ‘Jehovah’s
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witnesses.” (Isa. 43:10127) And, since they
are “slaves” of Christ, they are Jehovah’s
Christian witnesses.

YOU CAN PRACTICE REAL CHRISTIANITY

It is Jehovah’s purpose, during this time
of inspection, to gather to the remaining
faithful “slaves” of Christ a “great crowd”
of other people. Since the terminating of
the conclusion of this system of things is
very near, these persons will be survivors
of this world’s destruction and be the
foundation for a ‘new earth, wherein
righteousness is to dwell.—Rev. 7:9-17;
2 Pet. 3:13.

These members of the “great crowd”
are coming in to associate with Jehovah’s
witnesses so rapidly that hundreds of new
meeting places, called “Kingdom Halls,”
are being built every year. While Chris-
tendom’s churches are groaning about
shrinking memberships and lack of sup-
port, the halls of Jehovah’s witnesses are
figuratively “bulging.” Tens of thousands
are baptized each year. And these new
ones are not passive members, but are
active proclaimers of the same Kingdom
message that the “slave” class bears.

So, Christianity, real Christianity, is
not dying, but is alive, flourishing, in-
creasing in numbers and extent of activity.
If you want it you can now find and
practice it. Approach the matter with an
open mind, and see for yourself what
God is doing to support and to cause
Christianity to grow mightily today. The
Kingdom Halls of this happy group are
open to you and you may attend free of
charge, without having to suffer embar-
rassment by a request for contributions
or the passing of a collection plate. Exam-
ine what these people believe and what
they are doing, then do what you see is
right alongside those you see doing it.
This is the only way to joy now and to
life in the righteous system of things
near at hand.
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DO NOT
((y*O D is light
y/T and there is
no darkness at all
in union with him.”
(1 John 1:5) This
profound truth
should be an inspi-
ration to all persons
seeking to practice
the truth, to live by
righteous princi-
pies. If one is in
union with God one
is walking in the
light. And how pre-
cious light is! In
fact, if there were
no light from the
sun in the heavens
there would be no
life on the earth.
Each one of us can \
appreciate the val-
ue of light when we
suddenly find ourselves in a totally dark
place. One’s first reaction is to ask for a
light to be turned on. Therefore when one
comes to appreciate that God is light, it
should be one’s desire to be in association
or union with God, the Source of all true
light.
20ur world today, however, is filled
with humankind who do not know God
and, in the majority of instances, do not
wish to know him. It is as Isaiah wrote
centuries ago under the inspiration of
God: “For, look! darkness itself will cover
the earth, and thick gloom the national
groups.” (Isa. 60:2) This is not a dark-
ness as a result of lack of illumination
from the sun shining through to the earth.

FROM

ATOH

1. (a) How important is light? (b) What kind of light
isb of thg greater importance, and how should we feel
about it?

2. What serious lack of light, spoken about by lsaiah,
exists today?
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HOLD BACK

If we make the statement:
,We are having a sharing
with him/ and yet we go
on walking in the darkness,
we are lying and are not

practicing the truth.”
— 1 John 1:6.

This is a much more serious darkness, a
darkness resulting from the lack of spir-
itual light from Jehovah God, the Father
of the celestial lights.
3The author of this darkness is the
archfoe of the God of light, Satan the
Devil, and his demon associates. They are
spoken of in Ephesians 6:12 as “the world
rulers of this darkness, . . . the wicked
spirit forces in the heavenly places.” It is
the intention of Satan and his demons
to keep mankind in darkness, alienated
from the light of Jehovah God. In large
measure it appears that they have sue-
ceeded in this. The apostle Paul, under
inspiration of holy spirit, called the Devil
“the god of this system of things,” who
3. (@) Who is the author of such darkness, and how
does Ephesians 6:12 describe his associates? (b% What
purpose does the author of mental darkness have in
mind, and whom does the apostle Paul say he has sue-
ceeded in blinding?
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“has blinded the minds of the unbelievers,
that the illumination of the glorious good
news about the Christ, who is the image
of God, might not shine through.” This
blinding of the mind’ results in spiritual
darkness—2 Cor. 4:4.

41n spite of the fact that people live in
such a world, this does not mean that the
light from God and his Son, who is “the
image of God,” and therefore is also light,
is not reaching some among mankind and
thus freeing them from the darkness.
(John 8:12) The God of light and his Son
have provided the light of truth to such
an extent that throughout the history of
mankind there have been some individuals
who have walked in the light and have
had the Creator’s favor and blessing. The
eleventh chapter of Hebrews mentions a
few of such individuals of pre-Christian
times. The Christian Greek Scriptures
relate the history of the beginnings of
Christianity and carry us into the final
days of the first century, telling about
Christ Jesus and his followers, who walked
in the light. And while we have little
actual recorded history to identify the
adherents of light in the centuries fol-
lowing the death of the apostles and early
disciples of Christ down to our modem
times, nevertheless, we are assured by
the illustration of Jesus Christ concerning
the wheat and the weeds that throughout
that time there would be those walking
in the light of God, following his Word,
the Book of light. (Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43)
In modem times, as the fulfillment of the
illustration of the wheat and the weeds
reaches its culmination, the *“sons of the
kingdom™ are glorified in the established
Kingdom, a remnant yet on earth shining
“as brightly as the sun,” dispensing spir-
itual enlightenment so that others may
4. What evidence is there that the light from God and

his Son has reached many among mankind all through
man’s history?
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be gathered onto the side of the God of
light for future preservation.

NOT EASY TO WALK IN THE LIGHT

8 The fight to keep people from the light

of God’s Word and from walking in the
light of God is an intense war waged by
the powers of darkness, Satan, his de-
mons and his visible earthly organization.
(1 John 5:19) For those coming in con-
tact with the light there is often every
possible hindrance placed in their path
to make them stumble and so to continue
on in the darkness. It may be pressure
from relatives who fight against the light
of truth. It may be doubts about the
truthfulness of the Word of God, because
of one’s being blinded for so long by the
false teachings of the religious powers of
darkness. It may be pressure from asso-
dates one has or one’s own sinful inclina-
tions that make it hard to live up to the
divine requirements placed on the children
of the light.

8 Even after a person has freed himself

from the control of the powers of dark-
ness and has come into the light he faces
continued bombardment from this system
of things. So it may be difficult at times
for some to ‘practice the truth,” but they
need to be on guard so that they do not
return to their former way of life. The
apostle John wrote: “If we make the
statement: ‘We are having a sharing with
him,” and yet we go on walking in the
darkness, we are lying and are not prac-
tiding the truth.” (1 John 1:6) True, we
all fall short at times, but what are the
things that we practice? Are some of us
walking in darkness rather than light,
even though we claim to have come out

5. What tactics have Satan and his demons used to keep
people from the light of God’s Word?

6. (a) What can happen to one even after being freed
from enslavement to darkness? (b) What questions do
we do well to consider?
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of the darkness of this world into the
light? Are we really practicing the truth,
or does our pattern of life show that we
are holding back, deceiving ourselves,
lying to ourselves?—1 John 1:8-2:2.

1Self-examination is vital in this mat-
ter, using the Word of God as the guide
to what a person should be doing if he is
practicing the truth, walking in the light.
This self-examination enters into a num-
ber of vital areas, areas in which each
one of us should be interested. This self-
examination we should do, having in mind
the words of the apostle Paul in speaking
to the Corinthian congregation: *“For we
do not dare to class ourselves among some
or compare ourselves with some who
recommend themselves. Certainly they in
measuring themselves by themselves and
comparing themselves with themselves
have no understanding.” (2 Cor. 10:12)
Our self-examination should be made on
the basis of the Book of light, the Word
of God. Paul further said: “For if anyone
thinks he is something when he is nothing,
he is deceiving his own mind. But let him
prove what his own work is, and then he
will have cause for exultation in regard
to himself alone, and not in comparison
with the other person.” (Gal. 6:3, 4) Let
God’s Word show each one individually
what God requires of those who say they
are “practicing the truth.” Let us not be
measuring ourselves by some other hu-
man, or by human standards.

PRACTICING THE TRUTH
IN OUR DAILY CONDUCT

8To the congregation in Ephesus, the
apostle Paul wrote these words: “This,
therefore, | say and bear witness to in the
Lord, that you no longer go on walking just

7. What self-examination is vital, and on what basis
should it be done?
8. In his letter to the _Eghesians, what did the apostle

Paul advise one to avoid
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as the nations also walk in the unprofit-
ableness of their minds, while they are in
darkness mentally, and alienated from the
life that belongs to God, because of the
ignorance that is in them, because of the
insensibility of their hearts. Having come
to be past all moral sense, they gave them-
selves over to loose conduct to work un-
cleanness of every sort with greediness.”
—Eph. 4:17-19.

9The standards of this world, their
“situation ethics,” are the result of minds
that are in darkness mentally, alienated
from the life that belongs to God. The
world says in effect, “Do your own thing,”
meaning that one is a lawmaker to oneself,
not bound by any outside code or rule
that would limit one’s freedom. This stan-
dard allows for one to become insensible
in one’s heart. “Anything goes,” becomes
the motto.

10Those in darkness mentally include
many religious leaders of Christendom
who support such worldly standards. Rath-
er than encouraging people to practice
truth, they acquiesce in the pressures of
the nations and the people in high station
who condone wrong conduct. To support
this statement, consider what a Protes-
tant chaplain of a college in the United
States said about adultery: ‘A full life
can best be achieved when a man—and his
wife, too—are free to engage in extra-
marital affairs [adultery], not secretly,
but with each other’s knowledge and con-
sent.” Said a San Francisco clergyman in
a weekly Episcopal Church magazine:
“There is no sex act which in itself is
sinful. ... | also believe that two people
of the same sex can express love and
deepen that love by sexual intercourse
[homosexuality].”

9. What standards of the world today show that many
minds are in darkness?

10, 11. Who are included among those in mental dark-
ness, and why?
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11This mental darkness also extends
into the field of entertainment. And, in
fact, in many ways those in the *arts”
are the policy makers, or “style setters”
for this generation. It is not uncommon
to read in magazines and newspapers
about men and women living together,
and bearing children out of wedlock, with
no stigma whatsoever attached to such
fornication. In fact, any who would pro-
test are often branded as prudish, out of
step with modem times. Talk shows on
radio and television often feature these
people of questionable quality as the
main attraction. They like to make their
lives an open book for all to read and see,
as though they were trying by every pos-
sible means to shock common decency.
Little do they know that the shock will
come to them in the days ahead as they
reap what they sow because of their loose
conduct.

12The apostle Paul well described this
type of individual in his letter to the
Romans who lived under similar condi-
tions nineteen hundred years ago. He said:
“Therefore God, in keeping with the de-
sires of their hearts, gave them up to
uncleanness, that their bodies might be
dishonored among them, even those who
exchanged the truth of God for the lie
and venerated and rendered sacred service
to the creation rather than the One who
created, who is blessed forever. . .. That
is why God gave them up to disgraceful
sexual appetites, for both their females
changed the natural use of themselves
into one contrary to nature; and likewise
even the males left the natural use of the
female and became violently inflamed in
their lust toward one another, males with
males, working what is obscene and re-
ceiving in themselves the full recompense,

12. What description of those in mental darkness is
given at Romans 1:24-27?
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which was due for their error.”—Rom.
1:24727.

13In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul
said that such kinds of persons were “in
darkness mentally, . . . because of the in-
sensibility of their hearts.” Again, in the
letter to the Romans, Paul said that such
ones are “empty-headed in their reason-
ings and their unintelligent heart became
darkened(Eph. 4:18; Rom. 1:21) Note
in both instances that such ones are not
associated with light, but with darkness,
with lack of light and understanding.

WPaul continued on to show the further

results of such empty-headedness, saying:
“And just as they did not approve of hold-
ing God in accurate knowledge, God gave
them up to a disapproved mental state,
to do the things not fitting, filled as they
were with all unrighteousness, wickedness,
covetousness, badness, being full of envy,
murder, strife, deceit, malicious disposi-
tion, being whisperers, backbiters, haters
of God, insolent, haughty, self-assuming,
inventors of injurious things, disobedient
to parents, without understanding, false to
agreements, having no natural affection,
merciless. Although these know full well
the righteous decree of God, that those
practicing such things are deserving of
death, they not only keep on doing them
but also consent with those practicing
them.”—Rom. 1:28-32.

55 These types of people—and this earth
is filled with such because of the influence
of the ‘authority of the darkness'—are
not “practicing the truth,” as spoken of
by the apostle John, but are ‘practicing
things deserving of death.” The problem
facing those who want to walk in the light,

13. How does Paul describe the mind and heart of
empty-headed worldlings ?

14. Show what results from those in darkness who are
“empty-headed in their reasonings,” according to Ro-
mans 1:28-32?

15. Describe the problem of those wanting to walk in
the light.
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to be in union with the Source of light and
his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, in short,
to practice the truth, is how to keep the
proper mental balance in the midst of this
darkness surrounding them and not be
enticed away from the pathway of light.
What, then, is required of one to keep
the proper mental balance, so as not to
be so enticed?

BIf we are going to practice the truth
we have to be “walking in the light.”
(1 John 1:7) To walk in the light we
must consistently heed the counsel given
us by the God of light and cultivate love
for his ways. If we do so, then when we
see this system of things approving of
standards that are condemned by the God
of light, Jehovah, we will not allow our-
selves to contemplate the seeming satis-
faction of such a course. We will not
think to ourselves how nice it would be
to enjoy such pleasures just for a moment,
feeling that somehow those lower stan-
dards of the world do have some redeem-
ing features. We will not dupe ourselves
into thinking that, after all, the brief mo-
ment of enjoyment might be worth the
violation of the principles of light. Rather,
we will call upon God, in our practice of
the truth, and seek to follow right prin-
ciples. Looking in the Bible we find re-
corded, for example, the life of Moses,
a servant of Jehovah. It is written of him
that he refused to be called the son of
the daughter of Pharaoh, “choosing to be
ill-treated with the people of God rather
than to have the temporary enjoyment
of sin.” How was Moses able to do this?
The record says, “because he esteemed
the reproach of the Christ as riches great-
er than the treasures of Egypt; for he
looked intently toward the payment of

16. (a) Explain what it means to be “walking in the

light." (b) How do we avoid wrong thinking and
actions, and whose life is an encouragement in this
direction?
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the reward.” (Heb. 11:24267) That is what
practicing the truth is. That is what walk-
ing in the light means.

PRACTICING THE TRUTH
BY WATCHING OUR ASSOCIATIONS

17No doubt many of you who are readm
ing this information have heard the ex-
pressions, Tell me who your friends are
and | will tell you who you are,” and,
‘Birds of a feather flock together.” Both
of these expressions carry the meaning
that you are much like those with whom
you associate. If one seeks the company
of those of this darkened world who are
interested only in doing as they want,
regardless of the requirements for upright
living that are outlined in the Bible, then
the chances are that such a one will find
it difficult not to identify himself with
such company and become like them. The
Bible’s warning along this line is, “Bad
associations spoil useful habits.” (1 Cor.
15:33) Thus every person wanting to prac-
tice the truth must in all honesty ask
himself whether those with whom he is
associating are helping him to walk in the
light or are hindering his progress in
serving the God of light.

BiIn the field of religious thinking, is
it consistent for a person who says that
he wants to ‘walk in the light” also to
associate with a religious organization
that condones the so-called *“situation
ethics” of this system? If a church or-
ganization allowed one of its ministers
to preach from its pulpit in support of
adultery, homosexuality, and other forms
of loose living, how could one seeking to
learn of God’s way so as to walk in the

17. What connection is there between practicing the
truth and watching our associations?

18. (a) If a religious organization tolerates ministers
who encourage immorality, why would the fact that not
everyone in the organization practices loose living not
argue that one practicing the truth could still identify
himself with such an organization? gb) Where, then,
must those be who practice the truth?
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pathway of light continue to associate
with such an organization? It makes no
difference that some in the church or-
ganization may not practice such things,
while others do. The organization is still
condoning the individual who believes and
preaches what is contrary to the express
will of the God of light. Paul’s counsel
concerning an immoral man in the Corin-
thian congregation of the first century
was: “Remove the wicked mein from
among yourselves.” (1 Cor. 5:13) So it
is that those who would gain the favor of
Jehovah God and practice truth must fol-
low the admonition of Revelation 18:4,
which says concerning religious Babylon
the Great: “Get out of her, my people, if
you do not want to share with her in her
sins, and if you do not want to receive
part of her plagues.” Yes, that is where
all who practice truth and walk in the
light have to be, completely “out” of the
false religious organizations of Babylon
the Great!

180f course, a person must also watch
who his associates are in the field of en-
tertainment. While the association here
may not be so personal—the majority of
persons do not have direct association
with those in the entertainment world—
still one has to watch one’s habits in the
reading of books and periodical publica-
tions that follow the corrupt standard of
this world, or in watching movies and
television that exalt and praise the things
condemned by God’s Word, such as those
outlined in the book of Romans, referred
to previously. One cannot walk in the
light of God while running in association
with those of this wicked and sick society
that approves of everything that the God
of light abhors. The choice of association

19. How does a person go about watching his associa-

tions In the field oi entertainment, and so what choice
becomes necessary?
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is up to each one to determine, but the
decision as to whether that one is prac-
ticing the truth is up to Jehovah God.
Remember that the words of 1 John 1:6
are: “If we make the statement: “We are
having a sharing with him,' [that is, with
the God of light] and yet we go on walking
in the darkness, we are lying and are not
practicing the truth.” The point is plain
and forceful. It is the duty of all Chris-
tians, followers of the Master, Jesus Christ,
to heed the counsel of God’s Word and
direct their lives in accordance with that
counsel.

DBut there is even more to practicing
the truth than watching our daily con-
duct and keeping with the right company.
Practicing the truth calls upon us to ob-
serve other necessary things. For example,
how does a person who practices the truth
view his association with those of like
precious faith in congregation meetings?
As a necessity, or as something to do
when one has nothing better to do? And
what about sharing in telling others about
the God of light and of his Son, who is the
light of the world? Can one practice the
truth and not be willing and anxious to
tell others of the blessings in store for
mankind as foretold in God’s Word? Then
there is the matter of assisting those of
the household of faith, those who are now
sharing in practicing the truth in the
Christian congregation. How does our
practicing the truth affect this relation-
ship and its responsibilities? For one to
have a sharing with Jehovah the God of
light and his Son, so that one can truly
say one is practicing the truth and not
walking in darkness, one is called upon
to meet certain basic requirements. These
are discussed in the article that follows.

20. Name other necessary things one must consider
when it comes to practicing the truth.
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HIS COMMANDMENTS'

"And by this we have the knowledge that we have come to know him,
namely, if we continue observing his commandments.”
—1 John 2:3.

ARTH WIDE today there are hun-

dreds of thousands of dedicated and
baptized witnesses of Jehovah God who
meet together and share in declaring the
good news of the Kingdom from house
to house and by many other means. These
servants of God love him and want to do
his will. That is why they have dedicated
their lives to carrying out his command-
ments, observing his laws. However, at
times there may be some who fail to ap-
predate fully what it means to “continue
observing his [God’s] commandments.” If
one does not keep on with self-examination
of one’s way of life and one’s motives, one
may find that the powers of darkness in
this system blind one to the requirements
of Jehovah. We need to continue to carry
out the commandments of God. If a per-
son continues to do the same thing, in
time it becomes a habit with him, some-
thing he does regularly. He does not do
it now, and forget it later. We could say
that he practices that “something” habit-
ually, whatever it may be. So it becomes
a way of life to him, something that he
does without thought of discontinuing in
the future.

Ao it is with those who observe the

commandments of God. They continue in
this course day in and day out, month in

1. Why Is self-examination
necessary?

2. How does one truly come to know Jehovah?
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In practicing the truth

and month out, year in and year out,
knowing that this is a requirement of God.
The point of all of this is that the only
way truly to ‘come to know him," that is,
Jehovah, is by always observing what he
wants us to do. This does not allow for
serving him only when we feel like it,
when it does not interfere with anything
else that we think is of greater impor-
tance. This constancy is what is em-
bodied in the expressions “practicing the
truth” and ‘continuing to observe his
commandments.’

IN “THE CONGREGATED THRONGS"

3The psalmist wrote: “Among the con-
gregated throngs | shall bless Jehovah.”
(Ps. 26:12) Jehovah, the God of light, has
commanded that his people meet together
in his name. The Hebrew Scriptures con-
tain the commands of Jehovah laid upon
his ancient people Israel to meet together
to observe special events during the year.
It was obligatory in many cases for the
people so to meet. Besides, it was to their
blessing and benefit. The obligation to have
meetings for worship was passed along to
the Christian congregation of God’s people.
Basically, Hebrews 10:24, 25 calls upon
Christians to meet together and not to
forget doing so. It is for the purpose of

3. What does Jehovah call upon his people to do as
regards meeting together?
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encouraging one another and building up
their faith, inciting to love and right
works.

4The Christian congregation today, in
our twentieth century, must be “observing
his commandments” about meeting for
worship. Individually each one in the
group must observe this commandment if
there is to be a ‘congregated throng.” To
practice the truth as a group, each one
must listen to the commandments of Je-
hovah. It might be argued that there is
no specific command in the Scriptures that
we must meet together five hours a week,
as is customary among Jehovah’s people
on earth. That is true. But should we not
be grateful that our God is generous,
abundantly supplying us with spiritual
good things? We are benefited spiritually
by every meeting that we attend. Our
faith is strengthened. When we meet with
fellow Christians we are aided to observe
Jehovah’s commandments, to practice the
truth. Is that not what we want to do?

81t stands to reason, then, that a dedi-
cated servant of Jehovah would make
every effort to be with his Christian
brothers and sisters at the meetings.
Rather than finding ex-
cuses to stay away, he
would seek reasons to be
at every meeting possible
of the congregation. Nat-
urally, he would use good
judgment if he were sick
or if some unforeseen
circumstance of serious
importance arose. But,
by and large, his Bible-
trained conscience will
impel him to practice the
4. (@) In order to practice the
truth, what must a person do?
(b) How mifght one argue about
meetings of the congregation,
but what is it good to bear in
mind?
5. How, then, would a dedicated
servant of Jehovah view the . - .
meetings of the congregation? Bible discussions
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At weekly meetings
of Jehovah’s Christian witnesses, hundreds
of thousands congregate for upbuilding

truth by following the commandment of
Jehovah through his Word not to forsake
assembling together.

41f a servant of the Lord is not watchful,
he could regularly let very minor matters
keep him from this blessed association.
At times a visit from relatives might keep
one from a particular meeting, depending
on the circumstances. But would one let
every visit from relatives and every oc-
casion of this nature interfere with one’
being with those walking in the truth
among the congregated throngs? Why not
invite the relatives to go with you? Simi-
larly, there might be an occasional meet-
ing missed on account of bad weather,
one’s job, or minor illnesses. However, it
is when these “reasons” become “excuses”
to leave off from being in association with
the Lord’s people regularly that one begins
to walk in darkness, rather than in light,
to become as one lying rather than as one
practicing the truth. Do we think for a
moment that at the time of the exodus
from Egypt the faithful Israelites let any-

6. How might “reasons” for missing a meeting become
“excuses” for making it a habit to miss them?
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thing interfere with the sprinkling of some
of the blood on their doorposts, with their
eating the Passover lamb and being ready
to leave at a moment’s notice? They knew
that to observe Jehovah’s commandments
in this instance meant their very lives. Is
it any less serious now? Are times any
different now? Are we not living in criti-
cal days, hard to deal with? So much
more so, then, should we show our willing
attitude by associating with the congre-
gated throngs regularly as commanded by
Jehovah.

PRACTICING THE TRUTH PUBLICLY

70ne of the outstanding characteristics
of the first-century Christians was their
public declaration of the good news. We
read of Jesus going throughout the whole
of Galilee, teaching in the synagogues and
preaching the good news of the Kingdom.
(Matt. 4:23) He preached and taught in
the mountains, among the people along
the seashore, in the homes of interested
ones, anywhere and everywhere that there
proved to be people with whom to speak.
To the twelve that he was specially train-
ing he said: “Go, preach, saying, The
kingdom of the heavens has drawn near.””
When the twelve had their instructions,
he sent them out to the cities to teach
and to preach.—Matt. 10:5-10.

81t is but reasonable, then, that the
Christians of the twentieth century would
be doing the same. Somewhere along the
line it is evident that the vast majority
of those in Christendom, instead of being
“doers of the word,” have become hearers
only, doing nothing themselves to practice
the truth by spreading the Word of the
truth. But among Jehovah’s Christian
witnesses we find “doers of the word.”
They realize that to be like Jesus they
must share in telling others the good news

7. What outstanding characteristic of early Christianity
is next discussed in our lesson?

8. How are Jehovah’s Christian witnesses different from
the majority of those in Christendom?
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of the Kingdom. It is their commission
just as it was the commission of Jesus
and those of the early Christian congre-
gation. The Bible record tells us: “He
that says he remains in union with him
is under obligation himself also to go on
walking just as that one walked.”"—Jas.
1:22; 1 John 2:6.

9To practice this truth by sharing in
the Kingdom-preaching is not always the
easiest thing for a Christian. He often
has to put up with abuse from opposers.
There are very few persons who are, as
it were, bom for the public preaching
activity, that is, possessing the gift of
being able to talk freely to people. The
faithful Christian, therefore, has to work
at it to become proficient and capable.
He also has to humble himself to carry
out the public preaching work, realizing
that it is his love for God and for his
neighbor that impels him to share the
good news with others. Therefore, there
are times when a Christian may find it
difficult to share in such work, and he
may make excuses for not doing so.

10  Occasionally there may be a very good

reason not to be able to share in the
preaching work at a particular time.
There are times when the home in which
one lives is in desperate need of certain
repairs. The car on which one depends
for transportation may be in urgent need
of attention. There may be something of
a personal nature that one must do that
would prevent one from sharing in the
preaching and teaching work. But again
the question, When does the reason be-
come an excuse? Does one allow such in-
terferences to cause one to stop practicing
the truth? Each one knows what is in
one’s own heart, and, of course, Jehovah
9. Outline some of the problems in practicing the truth
by sharing in public preaching.

10. (a) Name some of those things that might keep one
from sharing in the preaching work at times, and when
might “reasons’’ become “excuses”? (b) What is it

good to keep in mind about Satan’s tactics, and where
can we turn for help?

THE WATCHTOWER — SEPTEMBER 15, 1974



knows. But in the life-and-death issue that
is now facing £lll mankind surely we as
faithful Christians want to be careful that
we do not allow ourselves to begin walking
in darkness. Satan, the god of darkness,
works on our weaknesses, not on our
strengths. If he can get us to feel sorry
for ourselves, to think negatively, then
he will do it all the more each time the
issue arises. To meet and overcome his
designs successfully, we must rely on Je-
hovah God. We need his help and we
should ask for it in prayer. We should
ask ourselves, Do we make a practice of
putting Kingdom interests first, or do we
make a practice of putting other interests
first?

1. We must be on guard against lettin

anything take us away from the love of
God. Remember, in the time of the prophet
Haggai he told the negligent people what
their trouble was. His words were: “You
are on the run, each one in behalf of his
own house, while my house is lying
waste.” (Hag. 1:9) Are we going to take
the same course and cut ourselves off from
Jehovah’s blessing? If Jehovah shakes the
earth, and the mountains totter into the
heart of the sea, what will happen to our
homes and the new paneling and the im-
provements we have made? (Ps. 46:2)
How vital, then, to continue practicing
the truth, sharing fully in our public
preaching work. The time nears when this
never-to-be-repeated activity will be done.
Ahead of us lies the great tribulation. In
the strength of the God of light let us do
with our might what our hands find to do.
Remember Paul’s words: “For all things
I have the strength by virtue of him who
imparts power to me.” (Phil. 4:13) May
those *“all things” include our public
preaching to the praise of Jehovah’s name.
H. How can material pursuits prove to be a stumbling

block to practicing the truth, and from where does
strength to do right come?
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“WALKING IN THE LIGHT"
BY LOVING OUR BROTHER

12Turning now to another practice of
the truth that is important, we read again
from the book of First John: *“He that
says he is in the light and yet hates his
brother is in the darkness up to right now.
He that loves his brother remains in the
light, and there is no cause for stumbling
in his case. But he that hates his brother
is in the darkness and is walking in the
darkness, and he does not know where he
is going, because the darkness has blinded
his eyes.” (1 John 2:9-11) Observing the
commandments of God and practicing the
truth are very closely connected with the
love of one’s brother. How very foolish it

ould be to conduct ourselves uprightly
n all respects, regularly to share in con-
gregating with God’s people and in the
preaching and teaching activity, and at
the same time to have little or nothing
to do with our Christian brothers at other
times, to shun them, to be unconcerned
for their welfare.

130ne might ask, ‘How could this be?’
One might say: ‘I love my brothers. |
would be glad to do anything for them.
But what can | do? What do they need?’
Let us look at it this way: In recent years
there have been occasions when the ser-
vaults of Jehovah have suffered much in
various parts of the earth. In the country
of Malawi, for example, Jehovah’s people
were greatly persecuted, the majority fi-
nally having to flee their homes and the
country and take up residence in another
land because of opposition to their Chris-
tian conduct. In the land of Nicaragua a
devastating earthquake struck the capital,
Managua, and many faithful Christians
lost all their belongings—their homes,
jobs, meeting places, everything. What
ﬁh V;/hat other form of darkness must we avoid, and
13. y(a What questions might one logically ask at this
point? (b) How do the examples involving our brothers

in Malawi and Nicaragua show that God's servants
want to practice truth by showing love for one another?

569



was the response of the servants of Je-
hovah world wide? There was great con-
cem for the welfare of these spiritual
brothers of theirs. This was shown by
the aid sent in behalf of these Christians.
It was a wonderful display of Christian
concern, of care for one’s brothers.
14But let us bring it to a more local
level. Are we as concerned with practicing
the truth among those with whom we
meet regularly and whom we know very
well in our own congregations? Many, of
course, are, but, remember, we are doing
some self-examination now. These are
times when people are feeling great pres-
sure as a result of the soaring cost of
living. That pressure is greatly increased
if the family breadwinner is laid off from
his job. Many family groups and indi-
viduals who live on fixed incomes have
a hard time obtaining the necessities of
life, and in the months to come that situ-
ation will no doubt worsen. (Hab. 3:17)
What are we going to do as individuals
when we realize that another person or a
14. Who In the congregation might we well have In

mind as we practice truth
by showing concern for

our brothers, and in
By doing things for what ways might we as-
our elderly and infirm sist?
Christian brothers and
sisters, we show love
and concern
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family group in our midst, because of no
fault on their own part, has come into
need? As the disciple James wrote: “If a
brother or a sister is in a naked state and
lacking the food sufficient for the day, yet
a certain one of you says to them: ,Go in
peace, keep warm and well fed,’ but you
do not give them the necessities for their
body, of what benefit is it?” (Jas. 2:15,16)
It is something to think about for those
who are practicing the truth.

B How about some of our elderly broth-
ers and sisters in the congregation? How
are they faring? Are we showing that we
are “walking in the light” by fellow feel-
ing and concern for them? Are we con-
tinuing to observe Jehovah’s command-
ments regarding them? Perhaps at times
they need someone to pick them up and
help them to get to meetings or in the
field service. They also may need help
with obtaining the physical necessities of
life or to assist with the upkeep of their
home. These are ways to practice the
truth. Sometimes those who are aged ap-
preciate it if someone drops by to pay
them a visit, to talk about the truth of
God’s Word, to take an interest in them.
We are told this in Scripture: “Gray-

headedness is a crown of beauty when
it is found in the way of righteous-
ness.” (Prov. 16:31) How pleasing
it must be to Jehovah to see his
servants who have been faith-

fully doing his will for

many, many years given

attention by others who

are practicing the truth,

and walking in the light!

1BWe need also to bear

in mind that practicing

the truth includes show-

ing respect for elders

15. Who else need our consid-
eration, and in what possible
ways?

16. How is respect for elders in
the congregation still another
way to practice the truth?

THE WATCHTOWER — SEPTEMBER 15, 1974



who preside in a fine way. The advice of
the apostle Paul is: “Now we request you,
brothers, to have regard for those who are
working hard among you and presiding
over you in the Lord and admonishing you;
and to give them more than extraordinary
consideration in love because of their work.
Be peaceable with one another.” (1 Thess.
5:12,13; Heb. 13:17) Is this how we view
the older men in our congregations?

170f course, it is also evident that those
who are presiding must be practicing the
truth, having intense interest in the wel-
fare of the “sheep.” They must not lord
it over their brothers, as then they would
not be reflecting the ways of Jehovah,
the God of light. They are under direct
command of God to “shepherd the flock
of God . . . not under compulsion, but
willingly; neither for love of dishonest
gain, but eagerly; neither as lording it
over those who are God’s inheritance,
but becoming examples to the flock.”
—1 Pet. 5:2, 3.

18Finally, it should be borne in mind
that practicing the truth, walking in the
light, observing Jehovah’s commandments,
keeping free of the darkness of this wicked
system of things, calls upon all of us to
follow the authoritative advice of the
apostle Paul in his words of wisdom to
the Colossian congregation: “Accordingly,
as God’s chosen ones, holy and loved,
clothe yourselves with the tender affec-
tions of compassion, kindness, lowliness
of mind, mildness, and long-suffering. Con-
tinue putting up with one another and
forgiving one another freely if anyone has
a cause for complaint against another.
Even as Jehovah freely forgave you, so
do you also. But, besides all these things,

17. How, in turn, can elders show that they are prac-
ticing the truth?

18. Outline the wisdom of the authoritative advice of
Paul to God’s people.
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clothe yourselves with love, for it is a
perfect bond of union.”—Col. 3:12-14.

19Herein, then, we find some of the
ways we can practice the truth and ob-
serve God’s commandments in these days
of total darkness upon the people as a
result of the blinding of the minds of the
people by Satan, so that the glorious good
news about the Christ might not shine
through. While the darkness of the world
grows more dense, the light of truth from
the Word of God grows brighter. It re-
minds us of the days of Moses when the
Israelites were down in Egypt in slavery.
The ninth plague, or blow, against the
hardhearted Pharaoh of Egypt was that
of a thick darkness upon the land. We
learn about it in these words: “Moses
immediately stretched his hand out toward
the heavens, and a gloomy darkness began
to occur in all the land of Egypt for three
days. They did not see one another, and
none of them got up from his own place
three days; but for all the sons of lIsrael
there proved to be light in their dwellings.”
—Ex. 10:22, 23.

20We are living in momentous times,
and while the world gropes in darkness,
not knowing the way out, the light of
truth from the God of light and his light
of the world, the Lord Jesus, shines bril-
liantly. How appropriate that we regularly
consider what it means to all of us to prac-
tice the truth and to continue observing
God’s commandments, walking in the light.
What that means for the days ahead is
stated in these words of the apostle John:
“However, if we are walking in the light
as he himself is in the light, we do have a
sharing with one another, and the blood
of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.”
(1 John 1:7) Let us be thankful for our
union with the God of light, in whom
there is no darkness at flll

19, 20. What occurrence in the days of Moses reminds
us of the world we live in today, and how can we
Bersonally_ be blessed as a result of practicing the truth
y observing Jehovah’s commandments?
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IGHT makes

a person
cheerful. We are
delighted, after
a dark night, to
see the dawn. In a spiritual sense, those
who follow Jehovah’s ways are enjoying
light and reflect it to others. (Eph. 5:8;
1 Thess. 5:5) This kind of light, which
reveals the unfruitful works of dark-
ness, makes these bad things, hidden as
stumbling blocks in the darkness of this
world, appear as clearly as if they them-
selves lighted up, so that the person seek-
ing to do what is right can avoid them.
—Eph. 5:13.

2The light exposes the wicked persons

of the earth, so that they are shaken from
the earth’s surface. (Job 38:12, 13) On
the other hand, it reveals delightful things
to those who do not count on darkness
for the doing of secret works! Jehovah
says of the earth as the dawn progres-
sively moves across its face from east to
west: “It transforms itself like clay under
a seal, and things take their station as in
clothing.” (Job 38:14) Just as a seal was
anciently rolled across the clay, leaving
its clear imprint, so the light of morning
reveals the things on earth, these suddenly
taking form in all their variegated colors
and hues, just as a beautiful garment. In
the same manner Jehovah’s spiritual light
reveals the outcome of his purposes in all
their beauty. At first the things he prom-
ises are seen only in dim outline. Then,
as time progresses, we can see things
taking shape.
1. What benefit does Jehovah’s spiritual light }’)rovide
with respect to the bad practices of this world?

2. (a& What effect does light have upon wicked ones?
(b) Explain the meaning of Job 38:1
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8Those who
have served as
Kingdom pro-
claimers for
many years rem
member that a relatively few years ago ful-
fillment of the Bible’s promises of increase
in the number of true worshipers was ex-
perienced only in a limited way. It was a
source of wonderment just how prophecies
such as Isaiah 2 2 7
and Zechariah 8:23 would be completely
fulfilled. In most congregations it took
many hours of work to find an interested
person, and many more hours of study,
sometimes over a period of years, before
that person began, slowly, to take a stand
for the truth.
4Then, by the year 1935, the way was
thrown open for a *“great multitude”
of Paradise-minded persons to join the
anointed spiritual “brothers” of Christ in
proclaiming the good news as dedicated,
baptized disciples of Christ. A search of
the Scriptures revealed them to be the
“great crowd” spoken of in Revelation,
who have the hope of surviving the de-
struction of this system of things and of
living everlastingly on earth. (Rev. 7:9-
17) But three years later, in 1938, there
were, reportedly, on an average, only
47,143 persons preaching the good news
world wide. Nevertheless, in the 19kk
Yearbook of
faith was expressed,
statement:

in the following

3. What was the situation In the congregations some
years_ago in relation to the fulfillment of prophecies
promising outstanding increase in the number of true
worshipers ?

4, 5. Beginning with 1935, what developments in fulfill-
ment of these prophecies have taken place?
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“The Scriptures indicate that a great host
is yet to come out from the peoples of all
nations, kindreds and tongues, even as the
prophet Isaiah, in the 60th chapter and
8th verse, stated: Who are these that fly
as a cloud, and as the doves to their win-
dows?' This prophecy denotes that there
will be a great ingathering of active witness-
es for the Kingdom who will, for a short
time before Armageddon, but sufficiently
long to prove their integrity, come into
the Lord’s organization and work there in
the interests of the Kingdom; and a witness
will be given far and wide, by the Lord’s
grace, such as never has been given here-
tofore.”

*Today we can see this fulfilled in much
more detail. In the 208 lands where the
good news is being preached, the numbers
getting baptized as real disciples of God’
Son are amazing. Over two million persons
have been baptized since 1948. Each year
brings the fulfillment of God’s promises
into fuller reality and color, just as the
morning light progressively shows the
details and colors of the things that it
illuminates.

THE POWER OF THE TRUTH

8How marvelously Jehovah has brought
his promises to fulfillment, and we are not
yet to the end. Who can fail to take de-
light in Jehovah, in that his patience has
resulted in salvation to so many people?
—2 Pet. 3:15.

‘Have you been able to spend only a
little time in the work of sharing the good
news from God’s Word with others? Or
has the work you have done met with
indifference, seeming to have meager re-
suits? Even so, you have reason to rejoice.
Why? Jehovah’s prophet said: “In the
morning sow your seed and until the eve-
ning do not let your hand rest; for you
are not knowing where this will have
success, either here or there, or whether

6. Who has brought these g)romises to fulfillment, and
how do we feel about him? . o
7. Even though our personal efforts in publicizing the
good news may seem to have had meager results, what
encouragement does Ecclesiastes 11:6 give us?
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both of them will alike be good.” (Eccl.
11:6) Your own work may have had
greater success than you thought.

8The foundation has often been laid in
the house-to-house ‘sowing’ of the word
of the Kingdom, both among those who
responded and among those who did not.
By this activity and also by informal wit-
nessing, by Jehovah’s witnesses talking
wherever they were, whether they met
interest, indifference or even opposition—
others have been prompted to talk. (Phil.
1:15-18) God causes the “seed” to germi-
nate. Many who have heard, even many
who have read some of the Watch Tower
publications, at first paid little attention
or, having listened for a while, drifted
away. But circumstances later caused
them to view world conditions more se-
riously. As they listened to religious and
political propaganda they had enough of
the seed of truth in their minds and hearts
to discern the fallacy of such propaganda.
When they were again approached by
Jehovah’s witnesses their attitude was
changed. Some, on their own Iinitiative,
got in touch with the Witnesses, seeking
spiritual help. The seed sprouted! All of
this is evidence of the power of the truth.
It never really left their hearts, and at
the right time and under the right cir-
cumstances it grew and produced fruitage.
If you are one of Jehovah’s witnesses you
sowed some of that seed.

-Furthermore, the truth has a “chain-
reaction” effect. Most persons now have
relatives, friends, workmates or school-
mates who are Jehovah’s witnesses. Now,
when the Witnesses approach these per-
sons they already know something, at
least, about God’s people and their mes-
sage, and can decide more intelligently.
And it is not only the truth that the

8. (a) How has Ecclesiastes 11:6 worked out In the
spiritual sowing work of Jehovah's witnesses? (b) What
evidence does this give about the truth that God has
laced In our hands?

. How have many people become acquainted with the
good news and itS power in one's life?
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Witnesses speak, but also its cleansing
power in their lives, that has exerted
force to attract people to Jehovah’s service.

JEHOVAH’S QUALITIES
A SOURCE OF DELIGHT

10How does Jehovah feel about what
his people do? Does Jehovah take delight
in them? He says of his servant: “By Je-
hovah the very steps of an able-bodied
man have been made ready, and in his
way He takes delight.” (Ps. 37:23) And
his Son Jesus Christ expressed the special
delight that he and his Father have in
those loving him when he said: “If any-
one loves me, he will observe my word,
and my Father will love him, and we shall
come to him and make our abode with
him.”—John 14:23.

1 How delighted we can be in Jehovah,
that he is a God who loves his people as
a father, a God who is happy, loving
cleanness, beauty and peacefulness. This
is in sharp contrast to the gods of the
nations, including those of Christendom,
which are depicted as grotesque, terrify-
ing, angry, hard to appease. Conversely,
Jehovah's appearance is shown in the
apostle John’s vision to have the effect
of cheerfulness, calmness, serenity, maj-
esty, tranquillity and peace.—Rev. 4:3.

12Moreover, Jehovah is a God close
at hand, not far off. (Acts 17:27; Ps.
119:151) As a Father, he provides pro-
tection for us, through his angels. (Ps.
34:7) He expresses feelings toward us as
does a father for his children. He is glad
when we are loyal to him. (Prov. 27:11)
He is hurt at heart, his spirit is grieved
or hurt when we are disobedient—Gen.
6:6; Isa. 63:10; Eph. 4:30.

13But what appreciation Jehovah has

10. What is the attitude of Jehovah and his Son toward
God’s people?

11. How are Jehovah’s qualities in sharp contrast with
the qualities of the gods of the nations, including
Christendom’s gods?

12. How does God act as a true Father to us?

13. Does Jehovah appreciate the faith and service of
his people? Give examples.
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for faith and for service rendered to him
with a sincere heart! He gives rewards
beyond expectation to those loving him.
Because of Abraham’s faith God selected
him, out of all the world of that time,
as the mem through whom blessings would
come to
12:137%, Rom. 4:3) Rahab of Jericho,
though a prostitute, developed and demon-
strated faith in the true God after hear-
ing the accounts of his mighty acts. She
endangered her own life by safeguarding
spies from God’s people Israel. For this
she was spared from death. She later
married a chieftain of the tribe of Judah
and became an ancestress of Jesus Christ.
(Josh. chap. 2; 6:25; Matt. 1:5) Jehovah
made a covenant for a priesthood with
Phinehas for his loyal act in keeping the
camp of Israel clean from immorality and
idolatry.—Num. 25:10-13.

14 God’s loving consideration and appre-
ciation for the faith and acts of devotion
of his servants are so deep that they do
not necessarily have to do great things
to please him. Of the widow who dropped
only two coins, worth about one fourth of
a cent, into the temple contribution box,
Jesus remarked: “This widow, although
poor, dropped in more than they all [the
rich ones] did.” (Luke 21:3) And when
Mary the sister of Lazarus and Martha
anointed Jesus with perfumed oil, Je-
sus said: “Wherever this good news is
preached in all the world, what this
woman did shall also be told as a remem-
brance of her.” (Matt. 26:6-13) God saw
to it that Jesus’ words came true, for
this act of devotion is reported in three
of the Gospel accounts—Mark 14:3-9.

15Consequently, what if your circum-
stances have made it possible for you to
spend only a small amount of time in

14. Show that God does not necessarily require his
people to do great things in order to please him.

15. How, then, should you feel if you have been earnest
in your service to God, but unable to do much, or have
not seen great results from your work?
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proclaiming the good news? Or what if
you have been unsuccessful in helping
others to learn the truth directly by means
of Bible studies? If your effort has been
made in sincere faith, has it gone un-
noticed or unappreciated by Jehovah God?
By no means. Not only does his love go
out to you for it, but also he can make
the seed you have planted grow and cause
your works to bear fruit. The apostle Paul
said: “l planted, Apollos watered, but God
kept making it grow.”—1 Cor. 3:6.

DELIGHT IN YOUR SERVICE
TO JEHOVAH

“ S0, when you see new persons come
to the Kingdom Hall, and when you see
new ones baptized, can you say that you
had no share? Not if you have a part in
doing God’s will. The congregation is a
body, and it represents God and exerts
its influence collectively, so that everyone
shares. Additionally, by your upright con-
duct, by your friendliness, particularly
toward those attending meetings—in fact,
by your very presence at the meetings,
you have strong influence toward helping
them on the way to life. As to God’s view
of the importance of each one of his people,
great and small, the apostle Paul wrote:

1For the body, indeed, is not one member,

but many. Ii the foot should say: ‘Because
I am not a hand, | am no part of the body/
it is not for this reason no part of the body.
And if the ear should say: 'Because I am
not an eye, I am no part of the body/ it is
not for this reason no part of the body. If
the whole body were an eye, where would
the sense of hearing be? If it were all
hearing, where would the smelling be? But
now God has set the members in the body,
each one of them, just as he pleased.” ""And
if one member suffers, all the other members
suffer with it; or if a member is glorified,
all the other members rejoice with it."
—1Cor. 12:1426 /18~

16. Why can none of Jehovah’s witnesses, when they
see many new_persons commg in, say that they have
had no Share in this increase?
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I7To all who have ,tasted and seen that
Jehovah is good,” the service of Jehovah
is delightful in all its aspects. (Ps. 34:8)
It is a volunteer service. (Ps. 110:3) It
would hurt Jehovah if any of his servants
felt forced, or were not happy, rejoicing
in doing his will. Jesus found great joy
in all his service to Jehovah. (Ps. 40:8;
Heb. 12:2) Since Jehovah wants us to be
happy, serving such a delightful God is
not a matter of being an ascetic, over-
serious, always denying ourselves any-
thing that is not work. The Bible coun-
sels: “Do not become righteous overmuch,
nor show yourself excessively wise. Why
should you cause desolation to yourself?”
—Eccl. 7:16.

BNeither should we compare our record
with that of another person or impose our
conscience on him. The apostle Paul told
the Christians at Galatia, who were mak-
ing comparisons and restricting them-
selves by unnecessary rules: “Where, then,
is that happiness you had?” Further, he
said: “If anyone thinks he is something
when he is nothing, he is deceiving his
own mind. But let him prove what his
own work is, and then he will have cause
for exultation in regard to himself alone,
and not in comparison with the other per-
son."—Gal. 4:9-15; 6:3, 4; 2 Cor. 10:12.

1Of course, each one of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses must accept Jehovah’s fatherly
discipline. (Heb. 12:7-11) He should be
open to Scriptural counsel from fellow
Christians, and should work in harmony
with the congregation. (Gal. 6:1; Heb. 13:
17; Phil. 1:27) He must also exercise self-
control, so as not to let imperfect human
inclinations take over. (1 Cor. 9:26, 27;
Prov. 6:9-11) Yet God’s servants are not
17. How does Jehovah want us to feel about the service
that we render him?
38'hH0Vr¥ ShC?UId we feel _abouft otherst_w_ltw a_rt?1 i%r\_/ing
ehovah and any comparing of our activity wi eirs?
19. (a) What protective things that Jehovah provides

should the Christian appreciate and respect? (b) What
effect does a reasonable view of service to God have?
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required to drive themselves unreasonably.
For example, perhaps you plan to spend a
certain amount of time in field service.
However, if you become weary, is it not
better to stop and rest for a few minutes
and then start in again than to feel driven
to go without a pause? In fact, might this
enable you actually to serve Jehovah bet-
ter because you are relaxed, happy and
able to think more clearly? Or, if you are
cold and weary, is it not better to stop
for a hot drink to warm and refresh your-
self and then to continue instead of forcing
yourself relentlessly, with risk to your en-
joyment and effectiveness? Jesus worked
whole-souled, yet he recognized the need
to rest occasionally, and did not feel guilty
while doing it. (Mark 6:31, 32) Moreover,
“a joyful heart has a good effect on the
countenance,” and the people to whom you
witness cannot help but be favorably af-
fected if you are happy.—Prov. 15:13.

D  So, enjoy your service to Jehovah. Re-

joice and delight in it. (Phil. 4:4) He does
not want your worship toward him to be
a burden. If you enjoy your service your
heart will prompt you to do even more.
Happiness is contagious, and such a spirit
will manifest itself throughout the entire
congregation. New ones will observe it
and will likewise see that the ways of Je-
hovah are truly a delight and will join you
in happy service to him.—Zech. 8:23.

20. What will be the results If you truly enjoy your
service to Jehovah?

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS

October 13: Do Not Hold Back from “Praetic-
ing the Truth.” Page 560. Songs to Be
Used: 19, 64.

October 20: “Continue Observing His Com-
mandments.” Page 566. Songs to Be Used:
4, 65.

October 27: Finding Delight in Jehovah's
Ways. Page 572. Songs to Be Used: 48,101.



