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A watchtower enables a person to see far 
into the distance and announce to others 
what is coming. Can a magazine serve 
similarly in our day? Yes, from its first 
issue (July 1879) onward, The Watchtower, 
published by Jehovah’s witnesses, has done 
just that.

How can it benefit you? Consider: Do you 
long for a better world, one of true justice 
and free from sorrow, hatred and war? Do 
you want to live at a time when genuine 
peace and love prevail among people of all 
races? Then this magazine can aid you. Using 
God’s Word, the Bible, as its authority, it 
points out the clear evidence that the present 
wicked system of things will soon end, 
destroyed by God. But it also announces 
the coming in of a righteous new order. 
There, under the rule of God’s kingdom, his 
heavenly government, people will enjoy life 
forever in true peace, health and happiness 
on a paradise earth.

Faithfulness to the Word of God lifts 
The Watchtower above the contradicting 
religious teachings and philosophies of men. 
It stays strictly neutral as regards political 
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est moral standard—that of man’s Maker, 
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HOW  W O M E N
CAN

REALLY

liberated

some problems and de- 
sired to make th ings 
better.

Before going to the 
Pageant, I interviewed, 
on CBS Radio, Robin 
Morgan, one of the or- 
ganizers of the move- 
ment. She explained: 

“The whole image of 
women as presented by 
the Pageant is a kind of 
m indless ‘sex object.’ 
The contestant is there 
to sort of smile and shut 

up, and show herself in a bathing su it.. . .  
We think the whole notion of parading up 
and down, sort of like a country fair, be- 
fore judges who judge the meat, is de- 
praved and is a barbarous ritual.”

The more I listened, the more I identi- 
fled with these women and what they were 
fighting for. They seemed really sincere; 
it seemed to me that they were not just 
thinking of themselves, but were seeking 

to establish better, 
more balanced rela- 
tionships with men.

A s R ob in  e x -  
plained, men were 
oppressed too by the 
cultural definitions 
of “ m a scu lin ity ” 
and “fem in in ity” : 
“Men are oppressed 
by what we call the 
H em ingw ay m ys- 

tique—that if you beat up women, shoot 
dumb animals, and if you drink a lot—then 
you are a real man.”

Did she hate men? I wanted to know. 
“I hate the John Wayne stereotype,” she 

answered. “So in that respect I am a man 
hater. But no, in general terms, we don’t  
hate men. I think that we want to learn 
to love ourselves, and learn to love people.” 

This was different from what I had been

t t \ \  70M EN, UNITE! SISTERHOOD 
W  IS POWERFUL!” This was the 

slogan of demonstrators at the protest 
against the Miss America Beauty Pageant 
in 1969 at Atlantic City. I was there, cov- 
ering the demonstration for CBS News 
Radio. The assignment, received only by 
chance, proved to be a turning point in 
my life.

I was not a regular reporter. My posi- 
tion then was that 
of press representa- 
five, or publicist, for 
CBS N ew s. H ow- 
ever, protesters re- 
fused to talk with 
male reporters, so I 
was asked to cover 
the story, since CBS 
then had no female 
reporters based in  
New York.

I knew only a little about the women’s 
liberation movement at the time, and much 
of what I knew sounded extreme. But as 
I did research, I was surprised to learn 
that I felt the same way about matters as 
they did.

True, they were angry. They had com- 
plaints. But I think anyone with an open 
mind would agree that they correctly saw

•  For centuries women have been op- 
pressed and mistreated by men of many 
nations. Now more and more women are 
demanding freedom and equality.
•  Does the Bible approve of these 
women’s liberation movements?
•  Read how one fighter for women’s 
rights discovered the only really successful 
way of achieving the needed liberation 
for women.
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Finally, almost by accident, I found 
someone willing to take a chance on me as 
a publicity writer for The Reporter maga- 
zine, a political journal. This led to the 
position as publicist at CBS News. Even- 
tually I became manager of CBS News 
Publicity for the entire national news unit, 
the first woman to hold that position.

As an executive, I had a secretary and 
a staff of writers under me. And I knew 
everybody at CBS, from the president on 
down. I would see Walter Cronkite almost 
every day, since I would write stories 
about him as if he had written them him- 
self. He would look a story over and ap- 
prove it. Then we would feed it to editors 
in different cities across the country who 
would print it as if they had personally 
gotten an interview with Cronkite or as 
if he had written the article just for them.

This was a glamour job. I had status. 
I had money. I had youth and attractive- 
ness. Since I had everything the culture 
teaches you to want, why, you may then 
ask, did I become a fighter for women’s 
liberation?

WHY WOMEN’S LIBERATION?
Although I was able to get a good job, 

I knew that relatively few women make 
out as well as men, due to job discrimi- 
nation against them. So I became a fighter 
for women’s liberation because a principal 
purpose of the movement was to correct 
this situation.

Another reason why women’s liberation 
developed, and why it appealed to me, had 
to do with rising living costs and modem- 
day life styles. This meant that wives had 
to work to help support the family, and 
then come home and cook and clean and 
run the household too. Husbands generally 
refused to step outside their so-called 
“masculine” role to help, since they con- 
sidered such chores “woman’s work.” We 
felt that this heavy physical burden on
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A  reason why women's 
liberation developed had to 
do with rising living costs 
and modern-day life styles.'

________________ ___ ________________

told that the women’s liberation move- 
ment wanted. It was what I wanted. So it 
was not long before I was fully committed 
to the movement, and eventually I became 
a fighter for women’s liberation.

I still believe that both women and men 
need liberation, and I can truthfully say 
that I am working harder now than ever 
to show others the solution to the oppres- 
sion of humankind.

N ot all women are in sympathy with all 
the goals of women’s liberation. So you 
might wonder, What kind of woman gets 
involved in the movement? My own story 
is illustrative.

ACHIEVING WORLDLY SUCCESS
I was raised in Connecticut, in an af- 

fluent suburb of New York city, and went 
to a private all-girls’ school. Mine was an 
intellectual family with a literary tradition 
and a keen appreciation of the world of 
the mind.

I married at eighteen and had a son. 
The marriage ended in divorce when I was 
twenty-three. That left me looking for 
work, with a son to support.

I was offered jobs as a secretary, which 
I refused, reasoning that if I ever started 
as a secretary I would never get beyond 
it. I would have to start beyond it to get 
beyond it, job discrimination against worn- 
en being what it is. I knew I had certain 
skills, but I was not given the serious con- 
sideration I would have been had I been 
a man. This experience hit me very hard, 
and opened my eyes to the problems of 
women in the job market.
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stead of being outraged, as I was, he told 
me: “This is an everyday affair.”

He was right. The proposition was com- 
mon. My response was not. I filed a $2- 
million lawsuit, charging discrimination in 
employment.

All of these, and more, are real prob- 
lems that women face. They clearly need 
to be solved. But how? Women began seek- 
ing answers.

FORMING THE MOVEMENT
It was Betty Friedan’s book The Femi- 

nine Mystique,published in 1963, that ar-
ticulated the malaise that women were 
increasingly feeling due to the way the 
changes of the modem world had adverse- 
ly affected their lives. The effect of this 
book could be likened to a brush fire. 
Women all across the country began to re- 
alize that they were not alone in their 
discontent.

In 1966 Friedan formed the National 
Organization for Women, designed to work 
organizationally for an end to discrimina- 
tion against women. Soon similar organi- 
zations were being formed. The basis of 
the developing women’s movements was 
what were called “rap groups.” These 
groups of eight to ten women each would 
decide to get together every week to dis- 
cuss women’s problems. These groups 
sprang up like mushrooms.

These were exhilarating times for me 
and for many women just discovering 
women’s liberation. We spent many hours 
hashing out what we felt about being worn- 
en, sharing experiences and developing 
theories. We found that a lot of resent- 
ments that we had submerged began to 
surface and, as we all shared our unhappy 
experiences at the hands of men, we got 
madder and madder. But, at the same time, 
we drew closer and closer together as 
women.

This feeling of solidarity, of trust, of 
love, which we called “sisterhood,” was

women was unfair, and women’s liberation 
wanted to change it.

Within the family arrangement, too, 
woman’s role has changed. We are not, 
like some of our grandmothers, raising fif- 
teen children, making our own cloth, milk- 
ing cows, baking our own bread, and so 
forth. The average family today has maybe 
two or three children, and that means that 
by the time a woman hits her forties, her 
children do not need her as much anymore. 
So just at the age that her husband is 
reaching his career peak, she is at home, 
often not knowing what to do with herself.

Even with all of this, woman’s lot might 
have been endurable were it not for the 
change in sex attitudes in the nineteen six- 
ties. We knew, as women, that a large pro- 
portion of men were traditionally unfaith- 
ful to their wives. But now men were 
doing openly and without apology what 
they had previously done secretly, and 
they were pressuring women to adopt 
similar free-wheeling attitudes toward sex.

י ץ
The open promiscuousness of 
men led many women directly
to women's liberation."

________________ ___ ________________ /

Yet the average woman has a strong dis- 
taste for infidelity as a way of life. It goes 
against her grain. So the open promiscu- 
ousness of men led many women directly 
to women’s liberation.

We were also tired of being viewed as 
sex objects. Women hate it when their 
bosses, with power to hire and fire them, 
try to force them into sexual relationships. 
This is a widespread problem for women 
in the working world.

I was fired in 1971, and I felt that it was 
because I had refused to date my boss at 
CBS. When I brought the matter to the 
attention of one of the vice-presidents, in­
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sisterhood—one of our most cherished con- 
cepts—broke down as soon as women be- 
gan to taste power. The theory had not 
taken into account human selfishness.

I witnessed several bitter power strug- 
gles in women’s groups, with women stab- 
bing each other in the back as bloodthirst- 
ily as any man I ever saw. In New York 
Media Women, as in the movement as a 
whole, many women unmistakably mani- 
fested a “hustler’s” mentality—they want- 
ed to be famous and successful, and they 
used the movement as their personal 
stepping-stone.

As the idealistic theories proved unre- 
alistic, radical elements began to take the 
movement off in new and, to me, fright- 
ening directions.

For example, we focused heavily on rape 
as an issue. How can women protect them- 
selves? The solution the movement came 
up with was karate and judo. I went along 
with this and trained in karate, because 
I was determined that I would never be 
at any man’s mercy.

I remember a group of us holding a 
planning session to discuss going out and 
maiming or even killing men that were 
known to have raped or beaten up women. 
We were serious. But would it have been 
morally right? To me it was not right— 
it violated everything I wanted to be as 
a person. It seemed that the movement 
was losing its moral thrust. It was willing 
to enforce change, regardless of the means. 
Another dominant theme of the movement 
disgusted me more than violence—that 
was lesbianism. I discovered, in time, that 
many of the women I had admired and who 
were taking over leadership of the move- 
ment were lesbians. Actually, the move- 
ment itself served to encourage women to 
become lesbians. Of course, that was not 
the original purpose of the movement, but 
this is what resulted.

The goal of women’s liberation had orig- 
inally been to build better relationships

new to all of us, and beautiful. We had all 
grown up viewing other women as poten- 
tial rivals for some male’s attention. Now 
we began to try to see one another as 
friends and co-victims who needed to de- 
pend on one another.

Often these “rap groups” developed in- 
to larger organizations. For example, my 
“rap group,” composed largely of women 
in journalism, formed the nucleus of what

"Sisterhood—one of our most 
cherished concepts—broke 
down as soon as women 
began to taste power."

________________ ____________________J
became New York Media Women. This 
group made headlines when it stormed the 
Ladies' Home Journal demanding changes 
in story content and personnel policy to 
upgrade the image of women that the mag- 
azine projected.

The women’s liberation movement revo* 
lutionized attitudes toward women. In em- 
ployment, in education, in sports, the 
discrimination against women has, to a 
considerable extent, been relieved.

Also, lawsuits had a tremendous impact 
on job opportunities for women, such as 
my own against CBS. When I worked at 
CBS, there was only one woman reporter 
on the worldwide national news staff. 
Within a few months of the filing of my 
lawsuit, they had five female reporters.

Although sizable accomplishments had 
been made, I soon saw serious problems 
within the movement itself and these be- 
gan disturbing me.

WHAT WENT WRONG?
The ideals of women’s liberation seemed 

to me to be beautiful in theory, yet they 
were not working in practice. For example,
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raised him, and I wished I had another 
choice. The women’s liberation movement 
simply was not answering the basic ques- 
tions: What happens to the children if 
both parents work? And, deeper, what hap* 
pens to them if both parents refuse to be 
parents anymore because parenthood in* 
terferes with their personal pursuit of hap* 
piness?

I was confused and disillusioned. Worn* 
en’s liberation did not have the answers. 
But what particularly saddened me was 
that I had fought so hard to involve other 
women in a movement that was having 
such bad effects on their relationships both 
with men and with their families.

Still, liberation was clearly needed. We 
women had correctly identified real prob* 
lems that contribute toward making life 
miserable for millions. What, then, were 
the solutions? I did not give up looking.

AN UNEXPECTED SOURCE
A friend suggested that the Bible had 

the answers. I was skeptical to the ex* 
treme. To a women’s liberationist the Bi* 
ble is just a book written by a bunch of 
men—reflecting men’s negative attitudes 
toward women. But I decided at least to 
investigate. I knew how so many had mis- 
represented what women’s liberation was 
all about. Therefore I realized that it would 
be unfair to pass judgment upon the Bible 
without first studying it.

I had never before read the Bible. So 
one day I picked up a copy and happened 
to open it to Isaiah chapter fifty-four, 
where I began reading: “ ‘For your Grand 
Maker is your husbandly owner, Jehovah 
of armies being his name . . .  For Jehovah

"I was not going to fight for 
a woman's right to be a 
lesbian/'_______________ J

between men and women, based on mu- 
tual respect. We had really believed that 
as soon as men knew of our grievances, 
they would acknowledge their validity and 
change. Instead, men were reacting to 
women’s liberation with hostility, mock- 
ery, and an entrenchment of attitudes.

Thus many women were finding that 
liberation meant losing their man. Many 
men simply walked out and found more 
“feminine” women. In turn, the women 
they left behind often gave up trying to 
relate to men. So when their men walked 
out on them, they too walked out—to an- 
other woman.

To me, however, lesbianism was per- 
version and a revolting practice. I was not 
going to fight for a woman’s right to be 
a lesbian.

EFFECT ON THE FAMILY
As a mother, I became disturbed over 

another developing aspect of the move- 
ment—the view of children and the family. 
Divorce was encouraged. Women who mar- 
ried and became pregnant were looked 
down upon as old-fashioned and bourgeois. 
Voluntary sterilization was considered a 
“liberated” action, all-women communes 
became the encouraged life style, and test- 
tube babies the dream of the future.

Encouraged by such views, many women 
began running away from their families. 
Recently I read some statistics by Tracers 
Company of America, experts on finding 
missing persons. In the early nineteen six- 
ties the ratio of husbands to wives desert- 
ing their families was 300 to one. By the 
late sixties, it had become 100 to one. To- 
day it is one to one! Now women are doing 
the very thing for which they had hated 
men.

But I loved and enjoyed my son. A 
chronic source of grief to me was the fact 
that my job necessitated my being away 
from him so much. I worried about how 
he would turn out if a series of baby-sitters
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c~« ! ; ! ץ
"The Bible's emphasis on love 

and the need to consider the 
worth of fellow humans
really appealed to me."

________________ ___________________ /

wives be in subjection to their husbands 
as to the Lord, because a husband is head 
of his wife ׳ ״ ? (Eph. 5:22, 23) When I 
first read it, this was distasteful to me too. 
I wondered, How could having a husband 
as her head be anything but enslaving to 
his wife? However, the person with whom 
I was studying urged me to consider the 
full picture and not to judge the principle 
stated in this scripture by what I had seen 
among men in the world.

It was shown to me that Christian hus- 
bands, too, have a head to whom they are 
in subjection and that they are trader or- 
ders to treat their wives just as Jesus had 
treated his earthly followers. (1 Cor. 11:3) 
Ephesians chapter 5 says about this: “Hus- 
bands, continue loving your wives, just as 
the Christ also loved the congregation and 
delivered up himself for it.” I thought to 
myself: If husbands really did this, if they 
loved their wives so much that they would 
willingly die for them, there never would 
have been a women’s liberation movement!

Also, I was shown where the Bible com- 
mands husbands to assign honor to their 
wives. (1 Pet. 3:7) Now this idea of head- 
ship began to be a little more acceptable 
to me.

But, I still wondered, if this was what 
God, the inventor of marriage, wanted hus- 
bands to be like, how did everything get 
so mixed up? I learned in my study that 
when man sinned in the garden of Eden, 
he brought on himself a host of problems, 
including sickness and death. But, in 
reading the Bible account, I was appalled 
at the punishment Eve received: “Your

called you as if you were a wife left en- 
tirely and hurt in spirit, and as a wife of 
the time of youth who was then rejected,׳ 
your God has said.” How could this God 
Jehovah know about such womanly feel- 
ings? I wondered. The delicacy of the im- 
age moved me to want to find out more 
about what kind of God this is.

The person who directed me to the Bi- 
ble, although not being one of Jehovah’s 
witnesses, said that they were the only 
ones who taught the Bible straight. So in 
May of 1971 I contacted a local Kingdom 
Hail of Jehovah’s Witnesses and arranged 
for a Witness to study with me. The an- 
swers given gradually began making sense.

The Bible’s emphasis on love and the 
need to consider the worth of fellow hu- 
mans really appealed to me. For example, 
these scriptures are only a sampling of 
many that impressed me:

“Become kind to one another, tenderly 
compassionate, freely forgiving one anoth- 
er just as God also by Christ freely for- 
gave you.” Do “nothing out of contentious- 
ness or out of egotism, but with lowliness 
of mind considering that the others are 
superior to you.” “In showing honor to one 
another take the lead.”—Eph. 4:32; Phil. 
2:3; Rom. 12:10.

Nothing is said about this advice ap- 
plying only to women; no, this is how peo- 
pie, male and female, should consider and 
treat one another. I was all for that!

I had become disgusted with the world’s 
view that men “had” to fly from flower to 
flower like bumblebees—immorality sup- 
posedly being natural for them. Now I 
discovered that the Bible says, ‘No! Do not 
do that! Marriage is to be kept honorable!’ 
Further, Romans chapter one condemns 
homosexual conduct, terming it “obscene.” 
What a relief!

HUSBANDS AND WIVES
“But,” many women are sure to ask, 

“what about the scripture that says, ‘Let
THE WATCHTOWER —  JUIY 1, 1974392



Moreover, I saw that when they pray 
to God, Our Father in heaven, let your 
kingdom come,׳ they really believe that 
God’s government will rule the earth. They 
really believe the Bible when it says: “The 
God of heaven will set up a kingdom that 
will never be brought to ruin. . . .  It will 
crush and put an end to all these king- 
doms, and it itself will stand to times in- 
definite.”—Dan. 2:44.

LIBERATION WORTH FIGHTING FOB
I could see that Jehovah’s witnesses be- 

lieve that the smashing of this system by 
God is near and that soon now deserving 
humankind will be preserved into a righ- 
teous new order. As I thought about it, 
this became reasonable to me too. For 
surely the Creator must be appalled by 
the gross selfishness and immorality that 
pervades every part of this world! And I 
was convinced that humans by themselves 
cannot correct this situation.

As I continued to study the Bible, I be- 
came more convinced that what God will 
accomplish will be far beyond what we in 
women’s liberation could ever have hoped 
to achieve. For under God’s kingdom not 
only will women’s problems be solved, but 
the Creator will see that all humankind is 
liberated from every form of oppression, 
including even sickness and death. This is 
what he has promised in his Word, and 
there is every reason to believe that he 
will keep his promise.

So I am still a fighter for the liberation 
of both women and men, but in a different 
way. Instead of spending many hours each 
week in “rap sessions” or fighting legally 
to improve women’s rights, I use my time 
showing people that their only real hope 
for happy living is in applying in their 
lives the fine principles of God’s Word. 
This is the only way that will lead to true 
liberation in the paradise “new earth” un- 
der God’s righteous Kingdom rule. (2 Pet. 
3:13) —Contributed.

craving will be for your husband, and he 
will dominate you.”—Gen. 3:16.

What a repugnant thought! Did this 
mean that in order to accept the Bible 
I would have to accept domination as worn- 
an’s lot? No, as I studied deeper I learned 
that God has in mind very soon to begin 
the restoration of man and woman to their 
original perfect state. Sin, sickness and 
death will be removed forever. (Rev. 21: 
3, 4) Did this mean, then, that this domi- 
nation by sinful men would end also?

Yes. I joyfully learned that while the 
loving headship principle will remain, the 
selfish domineering by men will cease. 
Viewed in this context, would not having 
a husbandly head as loving as Christ be 
pleasant?

Not only that, I learned that I did not 
have to wait for Jehovah God to trans- 
form the earth into Paradise. Christian 
men, true Christians, are supposed to be 
striving to live up to God’s righteous stan- 
dards right now. Were they?

ONLY THEORY?
I was urged to attend the meetings of 

Jehovah’s witnesses regularly and to as- 
sociate with them and their families, and 
see for myself. I was amazed. They really 
practice what the Bible teaches. Then I 
began to see why.

Each one of them believes the Bible to 
be true—that the Creator of the universe 
actually inspired humans to write it. So 
the Witnesses sincerely try, to the best of 
their abilities, to live by God’s Word. As 
a result they do treat others kindly and 
with compassion, and husbands do work 
at loving and honoring their wives.

"I was shown where the Bible 
commands husbands to assign 
honor to their wives."

________________ ___ ________________ J
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the News
is the source of a message as vital as that 
which the Bible has for all mankind.

•  Cannibalism is generally thought of as 
something of the uncivilized past. In October 

1972, however, following a 
plane crash high in the An- 

Stay des mountains of Chile, some 
Alive— At of the survivors stayed alive 
Any Cost? during the next ten weeks by 

eating parts of their dead 
companions' bodies. Now 

books have been published giving graphic 
accounts of their ordeal. Though several pre- 
ferred to die rather than eat human flesh, 
sixteen chose this as an acceptable way to 
keep alive. How did they reason?

One argument was that to refuse to eat 
the dead would mean certain death and that, 
since 'suicide was forbidden by the church,’ 
this would make the eating of human flesh 
allowable in their case. Another claimed to 
see a parallel between eating the flesh of 
dear friends and the ‘holy communion,’ main- 
taining that ‘God had provided us with food.’ 

The survivors were not alone in their rea- 
soning A "National Catholic Reporter" re- 
view of one of the recent books said: "Church 
officials later defended the actions of the 
survivors on the grounds that they had a 
right to survive and that their treatment of 
the dead was, considering the circumstances, 
respectful." The reviewer then went on to say: 
"It is good to know, at least, that a church 
which has in the past so often rationalized 
wars which created dead bodies can also 
rationalize the eating of the remains of the 
dead as a matter of survival."

The Bible shows that God granted men the 
right to eat animal flesh— not that of fellow 
humans. (Gen. 9:3; compare Leviticus 26:27· 
29.) There is no doubt that the survivors 
experienced a trying, harrowing ordeal. But 
the idea that ‘the end justifies the means’ 
does not harmonize with the Bible. On that 
reasoning, men in dictatorial lands followed 
orders that caused them to commit atrocities. 
To disobey, they reasoned, would have been 
"suicidal." But Christ Jesus showed that at- 
tempts to save one’s life in ways out of 
harmony with God’s will can only lead to loss 
of God’s favor. Death in integrity, however, 
assures a resurrection to life in a righteous 
new order.— Mark 8:35; John 6:39, 40.
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Insight on
•  Frequent smoking of marijuana can have 
a depressing effect on the body's production 

of male sex hormones and 
sperm, according to recent 

M arijuana medical reports. Research da- 
and M ale ta published in the "New 

Potency England Journal of Medicine" 
cited cases where heavy smok- 
ers of marijuana were ren- 

dered impotent and regained potency only 
some weeks after giving up the practice. One 
of the authors of the report. Dr. William H. 
Masters, said: "It now appears possible that 
there may be severe consequences of frequent 
intensive use of the drug."

Two potential dangers cited were: One, 
that a preadolescent boy frequently using the 
drug might not have normal development into 
puberty. And, second, that the male fetus 
of a pregnant woman regularly smoking 
marijuana could thereafter be born defective 
in its sex organs.

So, evidence continues to mount against 
so-called “soft" drugs like marijuana that 
are used to escape from reality.

The Bible truth is also emphasized that 
one "sowing” to wrong fleshly desires "will 
reap corruption from his flesh." (Gal. 6:8)
By contrast, Bible guidelines for conduct mean 
"life to those finding them and health to all 
their flesh.”— Prov. 4:22.

•  Does Quiche mean anything to you? 
Perhaps Cakchiquel rings a bell? Or what 

about Kekchi, Tzutuhil, Mam, 
Kanhobal or Pokomam? These 

Quiche? are all languages or dialects 
Cakchiquel? derived from the ancient Ma- 

Kekchi? yan language, and they are 
spoken today by the people 
in Guatemala. A recent news 

report from there states that it is hoped that 
some 60 percent of the twenty-four native 
tongues spoken in Guatemala will soon be 
cared for with Bible translations.

Many people today are unaware of the 
fact that the Bible— in whole or in part— has 
already been translated into 1,526 languages 
and dialects. In fact, the number of persons 
speaking languages not yet served with Bible 
translations now amounts to only about 3 
percent of earth’s inhabitants. No other book 
in history has even come close to such wide- 
spread availability. But, then, no other book
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THE USE OF IMAGES
C M  AFFECT YOU

for example, deny that 
they actually worship the 
images before which they 
bow, kneel or pray. They 
say that this is merely 
“relative” worship of the 
one whom the image rep- 
resents.

Did you know that pa- 
gans made that same claim 
centuries ago? According 

to “church father” Lactantius (of the 
fourth century C.E.), pagans argued: “We 
do not fear the images themselves, but 
those beings after whose likeness they 
were formed, and to whose names they are 
dedicated.” Many Hindus and Buddhists 
today make a similar claim in justification 
of their veneration of images.

Does God approve of the use of images 
for relative worship of himself? If so, 
would he not have granted one of his 
prophets to see him and to write down his 
description in the Bible? Yet the Scrip■ 
tures state: “No one has ever seen God.” 
(1 John 4:12, Je) When the Israelites set 
up an image for “relative” worship of Je- 
hovah, God expressed his strong disap- 
proval, saying that they had “apostasised.” 
—Ex. 32:7, Je.

The claim that images are nothing spe- 
cial in themselves but only aids for rela- 
tive worship is highly questionable in al- 
most all cases. How so? Well, is it not 
true that, of several images of the same 
individual, certain ones may be consid- 
ered worthy of greater devotion and are 
thought to be more “efficacious” for a 
particular matter than others? This indi- 
cates that, in practice, people attribute 
recil powers and worship to certain images.

Roman Catholic theologian Thomas 
Aquinas went so far as to say: “The same 
reverence should be shown to Christ’s im- 
age as to Christ Himself.” And since Cath-

/ k־־״  AN is a religious creature. 
C / V .L Throughout human history the 
majority of mankind has practiced some 
form of religion.

There are literally thousands of ways 
in which people serve their gods. Hundreds 
of millions of persons—including Bud- 
dhists, Hindus, so-called “primitive” peo- 
pies, and many in Christendom—use im- 
ages as an aid to devotion.

Although religious images often bear 
the likeness of humans, at times they may 
be medals, figurines or merely lumps of 
wood or stone in which a god or the spirit 
of a god is thought to dwell. These latter 
are known as “fetishes.”

How does God view the use of images 
in worship? How could this practice affect 
you? Let us consider God’s own view of 
the matter as found in the Holy Bible.

God’s law forbade making images as 
objects of worship. The second of the Ten 
Commandments decreed: “You shall not 
make yourself a carved image or any like- 
ness of anything in heaven or on earth be- 
neath or in the waters under the earth; 
you shall not bow down to them or serve 
them.” (Ex. 20:4, 5, The Jerusalem Bible) 
The inspired Christian Scriptures (usually 
called the “New Testament”) also com- 
mand: “You must keep clear of idolatry.” 
—1 Cor. 10:14, Je.

IS “RELATIVE” WORSHIP IDOLATRY
Many insist that their use of images in 

worship is not idolatry. Some Catholics,
395THE WATCHTOWER — JULY 1, 1974



ship can prove harmful. How so? Most im- 
portantly, it can cause a breach in one’s 
relationship with Jehovah. Regarding the 
Israelites, who “angered him with abomi- 
nable idols,” God foretold: “I will hide my 
face from them.” (Deut. 32:16, 20, The 
New American Bible) Rebuilding their re- 
lationship with God meant ‘spuming sinful 
idols.’—Isa. 31:6, 7, N

The apostle Paul pointed to another 
harmful effect of image worship. He said 
that the relative worship offered to im- 
ages actually goes “to demons and not to 
God.” (1 Cor. 10:20, NAB) At times, pos- 
sessing religious pifctures, images or fe- 
tishes can even invite harassment from the 
invisible realm. A woman in North Amer- 
ica reports concerning her mother: “She 
had been ill almost £111 summer. When my 
husband and I visited her home she told 
me that on the previous night she had seen 
a soft light floating around her room. 
Then the bed covers were pulled off of her 
and it felt as if a child had crawled into 
bed next to her. She was a nervous wreck.” 
What caused these unusual circumstances?

Her daughter searched the house and 
found two religious pictures. Could these 
have something to do with her mother’s 
difficulties? Realizing that the Bible asso- 
ciates image worship with demonism, they 
decided to bum the pictures to see what 
would happen. The daughter continues: 
“How happy we were to see my mother 
out of bed the very next day, and feeling 
better than she had all summer!” Many 
have had similar experiences.

Image worship cannot aid anyone to 
meet God’s approval. God views “relative” 
worship through images as going, not to 
himself, but to the demons. This can lead 
only to strained relations with God and, 
on occasion, may invite direct demon at- 
tack. How appropriate, therefore, the 
Scriptural counsel: “My little children, be 
on your guard against idols”!—1 John 5: 
21, NAB.

olics believe, though incorrectly,* that Je- 
sus Christ is Almighty God, this means 
that an image of Christ should be given 
the same reverence as that due to God. 
There is thus no real difference between 
“relative” worship through images and 
idolatry.

What about worship of creatures other 
than God? Jesus, replying to Satan about 
worship, drew upon Deuteronomy 6:13 as 
follows: “It is Jehovah your God you must 
worship, and it is to him alone you must 
render sacred service.” (Matt. 4:10) He 
later said that true worshipers would wor- 
ship “the Father,” no one else. (John 4: 
23, Je) Realizing this, an angel reprimand- 
ed the apostle John for doing an act of 
worship to him, saying: “Don’t do that: 
. . .  It is God that you must worship.” 
—Rev. 22:9, Je.

What about praying to Jesus’ earthly 
mother Mary or to particular saints for 
them to “intercede” with God on one’s be- 
half? The Bible’s direct answer is: “There 
is only one mediator between God and 
mankind, himself a man, Christ Jesus.” 
—1 Tim. 2:5, Je.

EFFECT OF IMAGE WORSHIP ON ONE
Image worship, being contrary to the 

principles of God’s Word, cannot help peo- 
pie to win God’s approval and gain salva- 
tion. On the contrary, Jesus said that eter- 
nal life depends upon getting to “know” 
God, becoming acquainted with his match- 
less personality, his purposes and dealings 
with mankind. (John 17:3, Je) Images 
that can neither see, nor feel, nor speak 
do not help one to know God and to wor- 
ship him correctly. (Ps. 115:4-8, Je) That 
most important education is available only 
through a study of God’s Word, the Bible.

Besides affording no benefit, image wor-
• Jesus Christ did not claim to be God, but *‘the Son 

of God’״ (John 10:36, Je);  nor did he claim equality 
with God, but said: “The Father is greater than I.*״ 
—John 14:28, Je.
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the Messiah, so today there is strong proof 
of his now being active in earth’s affairs. 
The apostle says: “Faith is . . . the evi- 
dent demonstration of realities though not 
beheld.” (Heb. 11:1) So things that es- 
tablish faith are not always the visible, 
obvious things, and may even be things 
quite different from what we have been 
led by personal ideas or desires to expect.

Consequently, it is good to examine 
closely to see what the Bible says are the 
evidences of Christ’s presence and the ap- 
proach of his thousand-year rule over 
earth.

Christ’s Kingdom rule of a thousand 
years promises the finest conditions—con- 
ditions mankind has never known. There- 
fore, everyone should look for evidences 
of its approach with the greatest interest 
and anticipation. The Bible book of Reve- 
lation (chapters 20 and 21) reveals many 
of the good things that the thousand-year 
rule will bring. It also tells us that this 
millennium must be preceded immediately 
by the most destructive war in all human 
history. We can now see the political rulers 
or “kings of the entire inhabited earth” 
being gathered, under forces beyond hu- 
mem control, for that War of all weirs, at 
the place ceilled Har-Magedon.—Rev. 16: 
13-16.

FOR nineteen centuries Christians have 
looked for the coming of Christ in 

power.
Some have expected a sudden, miracu- 

lous visible appearance in the sky, or have 
believed that those who are “bom again” 
as the spiritual brothers of Christ will 
suddenly and miraculously disappear from 
off the face of the earth, being taken to 
heaven.

There is a similarity in this viewpoint 
to that of the religious scribes and Phari- 
sees of nineteen centuries ago. They want- 
ed a sign from Jesus Christ, to convince 
them that he was the Messiah. They re- 
quired that he make a visible appearance 
in the sky, one of great power and glory, 
so that all could see with their natural 
eyes. But he refused.—Matt. 12:38; com- 
pare Daniel 7:13, 14; Matthew 26:64.

AVOID WRONG EXPECTATIONS 
We could be mistaken by having such 

an expectation, looking for some spectacu- 
lar miracle, to convince us. This is con- 
trary to the apostle’s statement that “we 
are walking by faith, not by sight.” (2 Cor. 
5:7) Just as there were plenty of evidences 
when Jesus was on earth for those having 
faith in Jehovah God to accept Jesus as
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with World War I in 1914 C.E. Jesus 
Christ is shown crowned as King; riding 
forth upon the white horse of righteous 
warfare. The horseman on the fiery horse 
represents the prosecution of earthly war- 
fare, which has indeed ravaged the earth 
since that year 1914 C.E.

Also, the inspired psalmist clearly fore■ 
told that Jesus Christ would begin to rule 
as King some time before the “kings of 
earth” are destroyed and he starts his 
thousand-year reign. He wrote, propheti- 
cally: “Why have the nations been in tu- 
mult and the national groups themselves 
kept muttering an empty thing? The kings 
of earth take their stand and high officials 
themselves have massed together as one 
against Jehovah and against his anointed 
one [his Christ, Greek Septuagint Ver- 
sion], saying: ‘Let us tear their bands 
apart and cast their cords away from us!’ 
The very One sitting in the heavens will 
laugh; Jehovah himself will hold them in 
derision. At that time he will speak to 
them in his anger and in his hot displea- 
sure he will disturb them, saying: Ί, even 
I, have installed my king upon Zion, my 
holy mountain.’ ”—Ps. 2 :1 6  compare ;־
Acts 4:24-30.

Accordingly, after the beginning of 
Christ’s presence in Kingdom power and 
glory, there is to be a period of time in 
which he will be busy conducting a judg- 
ment of this system of things and finally 
bringing it to complete ruin. (Ps. 2:8-12; 
110:2-6) During this period he will be in- 
visible to human eyes, because he is now 
“the exact representation” of the invisible 
God, whom ‘no man has seen at any time.’ 
Christ now “dwells in unapproachable 
light,” and “not one of men has seen or 
can see” him.—Heb. 1:3; John 1:18; 1 Tim. 
6:16.

Since Christ was to be invisible to hu- 
man eyes at the time of his presence in 
Kingdom power from 1914 C.E. onward, 
he kindly gave his disciples a “sign” by

CHRIST REIGNS FOR A TIME BEFORE 
THOUSAND-YEAR RULE

Describing the battle lineup for that war, 
the Revelation reveals that on the side of 
God the Almighty will be the Leader of 
Jehovah’s heavenly armies. He is called 
Faithful and True, the Word of God. He 
is shown to be already reigning as King 
before the war at Har-Magedon begins. 
The account describes Christ proceeding 
to the war: “Upon his outer garment, even 
upon his thigh, he has a name written, 
King of kings and Lord of lords.” (Rev. 
19:11-16; compare Revelation 12:5,10-12.) 
Thus he is reigning as King before he en- 
ters upon that thousand-year-long period 
of reigning with his 144,000 Christian joint 
heirs.—Rev. 14:1-4; 20:4-6.

Further proof is given, in another pic- 
ture, that Christ would be active as King 
and would be “present,” in the sense of 
turning his attention and exercising kingly 
power toward the earth. (Compare Jeho- 
vah’s ‘coming down’ at Micah 1:3; 2 Sam- 
uel 22:10.) In chapter six of Revelation the 
apostle John records his vision in which 
he saw the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, 
start opening up the seven seals holding 
shut the “scroll” that he had received from 
the hand of God. John writes: “And I saw 
when the Lamb opened one of the seven 
seeds, and I heard one of the four living 
creatures say with a voice as of thunder: 
‘Come!’ And I saw, and, look! a white 
horse; and the one seated upon it had a 
bow; and a crown was given him, and he 
went forth conquering and to complete 
his conquest. And when he opened the sec- 
ond seal, I heard the second living creature 
say: ‘Come!’ And another came forth, a 
fiery-colored horse; and to the one seated 
upon it there was granted to take peace 
away from the earth so that they should 
slaughter one another; and a great sword 
was given him.”—Rev. 6:1-4.

This prophetic picture symbolizes the 
things that came upon the earth starting
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pa-rou-si'a as meaning “presence.” Young’s 
Literal Translation of the Holy Bible reads: 
“Tell us, when shall these be? and what 
is the sign of thy presence, and of the full 
end of the age?” Rotherham’s The Em- 
phasised Bible says: “Tell us when these 

things shall be,—and what the sign of thy 
presence and the conclusion of the age.” 

Notice that the apostles asked about the 
Parousia of the Lord Jesus Christ. Were 
they asking about his “coming” or his “ad- 
vent,” as some call it? No. Observe the 
term with which Christ’s first coming or 
advent was spoken of by the Christian 
martyr Stephen when he spoke to the Jew- 
ish Sanhedrin: “Which one of the proph- 
ets did your forefathers not persecute? 
Yes, they killed those who made announce- 
ment in advance concerning the coming 
[e'leu-sis, Greek] of the righteous One, 
whose betrayers and murderers you have 
now become.” (Acts 7:52) Note that the 
word e'leu-sis, not the word pa-rou-si'a, was 
used. They are two Greek words different 
in form and derivation, and also in meaning.

What is the meaning and significance 
of the Greek word pa-rIt literally 
means “a being alongside,” the expression 
being drawn from the Greek preposition 
para' (“alongside”) and (a “being”). 
Let us see what the lexicographers say.

Liddell and Scott’s A Greek-English Lex- 
icon* gives as the first definition of parou- 
sia the English word It gives
as the second definition thereof " 
then adds: “E specially] visit of a royal 
or official personage.”

In agreement with this, the Theological 
Dictionary of the New Testament (edited 
by Gerhard Friedrich) t  gives as “The 
General Meaning” the English word “Pres- 
ence.” Then, as “The Technical Use of the 
Terms,” in Hellenism, it gives “1. The Vis- 
it of a Ruler.” It says concerning “The

* Volume II, page 1343. 
t  Volume V. pages 859, 865.
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which they could know and understand 
when that time had come. He foretold this 
“sign” just after he had predicted the de- 
struction of the temple at Jerusalem. The 
occasion of his describing the “sign” came 
shortly after he had said to the Jewish 
religious leaders who rejected him: “Look! 
Your house is abandoned to you. For I 
say to you, You will by no means see me 
from henceforth until you say, ‘Blessed is 
he that comes in Jehovah’s name!’ ”—Matt. 
23:38, 39.

This strong statement of Jesus indicated 
that he was going away, and that there 
would be those who would take up the 
prophetic words of Psalm 118:26 and say: 
“Blessed be the One coming in the name 
of Jehovah.” But it would not be at that 
material temple in Jerusalem that these 
words would be spoken. This was made 
clear by Jesus’ next words. The account 
reads: “Departing now, Jesus was on his 
way from the temple, but his disciples 
approached to show him the buildings of 
the temple. In response he said to them: 
‘Do you not behold all these things? Truly 
I say to you, By no means will a stone be 
left here upon a stone and not be thrown 
down.’ ”—Matt. 24:1, 2.

“COMING” OR “PRESENCE"—WHICH?
Jesus and his twelve apostles then 

walked out of Jerusalem and climbed the 
Mount of Olives nearby. Seated in a posi- 
tion where they could get a fine view of 
the entire temple complex, they were deep- 
ly moved. Finally four of the apostles posed 
the question in which all were interested. 
According to the rendering of the New 
World Translation, their question was: 
“Tell us, When will these things be, and 
what will be the sign of your presence 
[pa-rou-si'a, Greek] and of the conclusion 
of the system of things?”—Matt. 24:3; 
Mark 13:3, 4.

Other translations of the Christian Greek 
Scriptures similarly recognize the term
THE WATCHTOWER —  JULY 1, 1974



since the world’s beginning until now, no, 
nor will occur again.” (Matt. 24:21) Jeru- 
salem’s tribulation in 70 C.E. was her 
worst, but was certainly not worse than 
the global flood of Noah’s day and is far 
less catastrophic than the conclusion of 
this present entire world system of things 
will be.

NEED TO BE ALERT
The pa-rou-si'a or “presence” of the Lord

Jesus Christ is, therefore, his presence or 
visit as King, invisibly, in royal power and 
glory. Consequently a “sign” is required 
so that persons on earth may discern that 
presence. Jesus, according to his character- 
istic way of giving kind attention to all 
questions asked by his disciples, gave them 
an even more thorough answer than they 
expected. The entire twenty-fourth and 
twenty-fifth chapters of Matthew, along 
with parallel accounts in Mark chapter 13 
and Luke chapter 21, give many features 
of the “sign” of his presence.

Hence, we do well to consider carefully 
the things Jesus pointed out that would 
provide full and sufficient proof of his in- 
visible presence. The “sign” with its many 
features, as outlined by Jesus, is not a 
sign that he is on the way—coming—but 
that he is present, directing his invisible 
attention and power toward the earth.

Those who have understanding, using 
the ‘eyes of the heart,’ will discern that 
fact. As the prophet Daniel wrote: “the 
ones having insight will understand.” 
(Dan. 12:10) If Christ appeared in visible 
form, with a dazzling display, or by caus- 
ing miraculous happenings world wide, 
where would insight be needed? True 
Christians, therefore, will not be like those 
who have a wrong expectation; but will 
have insight and discernment, and will 
‘lift up their heads, because their deliver- 
ance from this system of things is getting 
near.’—Luke 21:28, 36.

Technical Use of pdreimi [verb] and pa- 
rousia in the NT.”: “In the NT the terms 
are never used for the coming of Christ 
in the flesh, and parousia never has the 
sense of return. The idea of more than one 
parousia is first found only in the later 
Church.”

So, then, Jesus’ disciples were asking, 
not about his future “arrival,” but about 
after his arrival. They were asking about 
his “presence.” And if, instead of using 
the word “presence,” we resort to “the 
technical use of the terms” in Hellenism, 
the disciples would be understood to ask 
Jesus: “What will be the sign of your 
[visit as a royal personage] and of the 
conclusion of the system of things?” A 
“visit” includes more than an “arrival.” 
It includes a “presence.”

In the so-called New Testament the 
Greek word parousia occurs twenty-four 
times, and in all its occurrences there, not 
only the New World Translation of the 
Holy Scriptures translates the word every 
time as “presence,” but also other trans- 
lations do so, as Young’s Literal Transla- 
tion of the Holy Bible, of 1862 C.E.; Wil- 
son’s The Emphatic Diaglott, of 1857-1863 
C.E.; and Rotherham’s The Emphasised 
Bible, of 1897 C.E. We note how fittingly 
“presence” and “absence” are contrasted, 
in Philippians 2:12, where the apostle Paul 
says: “You have always obeyed, not during 
my presence only, but now much more 
readily during my absence.”

Christ’s “presence,” about which the dis- 
ciples asked, could not have occurred at 
the time of Jerusalem’s destruction by the 
Romans in 70 C.E. Why not? Though it 
is true that the Jewish system of things 
ended then, the larger system of things 
of which that Jewish system was merely 
a prophetic pattern or type did not end 
then. This was to come during Christ’s 
pa-rou-si'a, which was to culminate in a 
“great tribulation such as has not occurred
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W ITH

"All of you gird yourselves with 
lowliness of mind tow ard one 
another, because God opposes 
the haughty ones, but he gives 

undeserved kindness to the  
humble o n e s .1 .Pet. 5:5 ״-

pointing out that if they accepted childlike 
persons on the basis of his name it would 
be the same as accepting him as well as 
his Father Jehovah. So he certainly en- 
couraged his disciples to be lowly of mind. 
(Mark 9:3337־) Years later Peter wrote: 
“All of you gird yourselves with lowliness 
of mind,” and he went on to explain why, 
saying, “because God opposes the haughty 
ones, but he gives undeserved kindness 
to the humble ones.” (1 Pet. 5:5) Not only, 
then, do we find lowliness of mind a de- 
sirable quality, but so does God, and he 
rewards such with undeserved kindness.

2 We want to have God’s approval, so we 
do well to give serious consideration to this 
matter of humility. Since the Bible says 
that the things written therein “were writ- 
ten for our instruction,” can we find an 
account in the Scriptures that will instruct 
us in humility? (Rom. 15:4) One worthy 
of consideration in this connection is found 
in Second Kings, chapter five. There we 
learn of an individual in ancient times who 
developed humility, and by reading and 
analyzing the account we can personally
2. Why should we consider Second Kings, chapter five?

401

0  ,YOU know people who are proud ן
haughty, vain, egotistical, conceit- 

ed? Most of us do. But how much more 
do we prefer to associate with individuals 
who are humble, lowly of mind, modest, 
meek, unassuming! In fact, the qualities of 
humility and lowliness of mind are quali- 
ties that all Christians are encouraged to 
develop. On one occasion Jesus knew that 
his disciples had been arguing among 
themselves as to who was greater, and he 
told them: “If anyone wants to be first, 
he must be last of all and minister of all.” 
Then he went on to show that there was 
no room for a man to be high-minded,
1. What qualities are Christians encouraged to develop? 
Why?

By showing lowliness of mind the Syrian army 
chief Naaman was miraculously cured of leprosy
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to you, here I do send to you Naaman my 
servant, that you may recover him from  
his leprosy.” Jehoram was dismayed at the 
letter and feared that the Syrian king was 
“seeking a quarrel” with him. Elisha, the 
prophet of the true God, got to hear of 
this and sent to King Jehoram, saying: 
“Let him [Naaman] come, please, to me 
that he may know that there exists a 
prophet in Israel.” Ah, at last Naaman was 
going to get personal attention from the 
man who the little Israelite girl said could 
cure him!—2 Ki. 5 :5 8 .־

* “So Naaman came with his horses and 
his war chariots and stood at the entrance 
of the house of Elisha.” How would Elisha 
react with such a dignitary present? 
Would he make some special fuss over this 
celebrated army chief? The account con- 
tinues: “However, Elisha sent a messenger 
to him, saying: ‘Going there, you must 
bathe seven times in the Jordan that your 
flesh may come back to you; and be 
clean.’ ” No, Elisha was not trying to curry 
favor with individuals of high rank. He 
was interested in having Jehovah’s con- 
tinued favor and seeing to it that His will 
was accomplished.—2 Ki. 5:9, 10.

7Was Naaman pleased to learn how 
easy it was for him to get cured from his 
leprous condition? No; rather, the account 
continues by saying: “At this Naaman 
grew indignant and began to go away and 
say: ‘Here I had said to myself, “To me 
he will come out all the way and will cer- 
tainly stand and call upon the name of 
Jehovah his God and move his hand to 
and fro over the place and actually give 
the leper recovery.” Are not the Aba'nah 
and the Phar'par, the rivers of Damascus, 
better than all the waters of Israel? Can 
I not bathe in them and certainly be clean?’ 
With that he turned and went away in a 
rage.”—2 Ki. 5:11, 12.
6. (a) What happened when Naaman arrived at Elisha's 
house? (b) What was Elisha not trying to do, and in 
what was he interested?
7. How did Naaman react to Elisha's instructions?
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derive benefit as we each seek to gird our- 
selves with lowliness of mind.

NAAMAN LEARNS HUMILITY
3In the tenth century B.C.E., Syria, 

which lay to the north of Israel, had an 
army chief named Naaman, who led the 
Syrians to victory. Unknown to Naaman 
at the time, it was Jehovah who by him 
had given salvation to Syria. Naaman “had 
become a great man before his lord and 
held in esteem, . . . and the man himself 
had proved to be a valiant, mighty man.” 
(2 Ki. 5:1) No doubt because of his posi- 
tion and his military exploits, Naaman was 
a proud man, but he had contracted lep- 
rosy. This loathsome disease did not bar 
him from holding the position of an army 
chief in Syria as it would have in Israel, 
but, in time, it served to humble and bene- 
fit him in a most unusual way.—Lev. 13:46.

4 Syrian marauder bands had taken a 
little Israelite girl captive from the land 
of Israel, and this girl came to be a maid- 
servant to the wife of Naaman. This girl 
(not named in the Bible) knew about the 
prophet of Jehovah named Elisha and the 
miracles that he had performed. She had 
faith in Elisha’s God, Jehovah, and bore 
witness to her faith. On one occasion when 
she was talking to Naaman’s wife, her 
mistress, she said: “If only my lord were 
before the prophet that is in Samaria! In 
that case he would recover him from his 
leprosy.” The witness of the Israelite girl 
in time reached the ears of the king of 
Syria.—2 Ki. 5 :2 4 .־

5 The Syrian king, evidently Ben-hadad II, 
wrote a letter to Jehoram, king of Is- 
rael, and sent his army chief Naaman 
about a hundred miles to deliver it. Along 
with Naaman he sent valuable gifts. Je- 
horam received the letter and read: “And 
now at the same time that this letter comes
3. What do we learn about the man Naaman?
4. How did the king of Syria come to learn about 
Elisha?
5. How did Naaman come in contact with Elisha?
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tainly know that there is no God anywhere 
in the earth but in Israel.” What a con- 
fession of faith! Gratefully he offered Eli- 
sha a blessing gift. Elisha, however, was 
not interested in making profit from serv- 
ing Jehovah, and so he said: “As Jehovah 
before whom I do stand is living, I will not 
accept it.” In spite of urging on the part 
of Naaman, Elisha “kept refusing” to ac- 
cept any gift, for he realized that Jehovah 
was the Healer and he did not seek to 
profit from the office that Jehovah had 
given him.—2 Ki. 5:15, 16.

11Finally Naaman said: “If not, please, 
let there be given to your servant some 
ground, the load of a pair of mules; be- 
cause your servant will no more render up 
a burnt offering or a sacrifice to any other 
gods but to Jehovah.” Naaman humbly ex- 
pressed his desire to worship Elisha’s God, 
but he wanted to do so on Israelite soil 
even though he had to return to the ser- 
vice of the king of Syria.—2 Ki. 5:17.

12How lowly of mind Naaman had be- 
come, not concerned with putting on an 
outward show or being made prominent 
himself, but, rather, being interested in 
pleasing Jehovah, the one he now recog- 
nized as the true God! He went on to say 
to Elisha: “In this thing may Jehovah 
forgive your servant: When my lord comes 
into the house of Rimmon [the false god 
the king of Syria worshiped] to bow down 
there, and he is supporting himself upon 
my hand, and I have to bow down at the 
house of Rimmon, when I bow down at 
the house of Rimmon may Jehovah, please, 
forgive your servant in this respect.” No 
longer would Naaman be worshiping this 
idol Rimmon, but his bowing would be only 
mechanical on his part to facilitate his 
king’s bowing. Elisha believed that Naa- 
man was sincere, and so he said to him, 
“Go in peace.”—2 Ki. 5:18, 19.
11, 12. Naaman now expressed concern about what? In 
what ways?

8It looked as if Naaman’s pride was 
going to prevent him from being cured. 
He was not pleased by the poor reception 
he received nor by such a simple remedy. 
It seemed as if he was more interested in 
some pomp and ceremony attached to the 
cure than in the actual cure itself. Pride 
was about to interfere with obedience to 
the instructions of God’s prophet. But Naa- 
man’s servants helped him to get things 
in their proper perspective. They said: 
“Had it been a great thing that the proph- 
et himself had spoken to you, would you 
not do it? How much more, then, since he 
said to you, ‘Bathe and be clean’?” (2 Ki. 
5:13) They had the proper viewpoint. They 
appreciated that the main thing was for 
Naaman to be cured of his disease, and 
their conversation with their master had 
results.

*“At that he went down and began to 
plunge into the Jordan seven times accord- 
ing to the word of the man of the true 
God.” Yes, he began to show lowliness of 
mind; he girded himself with humility and 
followed through on the recommended pro- 
cedure. He went to the Jordan and plunged 
himself into the water, once, twice, on up 
to six times, but no cure. Then came the 
seventh plunge, and the result? “His flesh 
came back like the flesh of a little boy and 
he became clean.” He was cured!—2 Ki. 
5:14.

10But how much of a humbling effect 
did this have on Naaman? Would he now 
return home, proud of his cleansed condi- 
tion but lacking appreciation for what had 
been done? The account goes on to show 
that he returned to the man of the true 
God, a distance of perhaps twenty-five miles 
or more, along with his horses and war 
chariots. This time Elisha appeared before 
him, and Naaman said: “Here, now, I cer-
8. What was Naaman׳s pride causing him to lose sight 
of and that his servants helped him to consider?
9. What occurred when Naaman obeyed Elisha’s 
instructions ?
10. (a) How did Naaman react on being cured? (b) Why 
did Elisha refuse Naaman’s offer of a gift?
THE WATCHTOWER —  JULY 1, 1974 403



not the all-important concern in his mind. 
—2 Ki. 5:20.

15Naaman got off his chariot to meet 
Gehazi and inquired, “Is all well?” Gehazi 
answered, “All is well,” and then proceeded 
to lie to get what he was after. “My mas- 
ter himself has sent me, saying, ,Look! 
Just now there have come to me two 
young men from the mountainous region 
of Ephraim from the sons of the prophets. 
Do give them, please, a talent of silver 
and two changes of garments.’ ” Gehazi 
lyingly involved his master Elisha and the 
sons of the prophets in his evil scheme. 
—2 Ki. 5:21, 22.

18 Naaman still manifested the same gen- 
erous spirit he had shown Elisha earlier 
and said, “Go on, take two talents.” Then 
Naaman “kept urging” Gehazi, and so this 
greedy man took the two talents of silver 
and the two changes of garments and pro- 
ceeded to deposit them in his house. Then, 
empty-handed, Gehazi returned to Elisha. 
“Where did you come from, Gehazi?”
16. What occurred when Gehazi returned to Elisha?

15 Is it not interesting to see how, in a 
relatively short time, Naaman learned to 
,gird himself with lowliness of mind’ and 
as a result came to be a worshiper of Je- 
hovah and gained His favor and blessing? 
But diming this same time, someone else 
was becoming self-centered, high-minded. 
Who was this?

GEHAZI MOVED BY GREED
14 Elisha had an attendant named Gehazi 

who was evidently present during Naa- 
man’s discussion with Elisha. Gehazi saw 
matters differently than Elisha did. He is 
reported as saying, apparently to himself: 
“Here my master has spared Naaman this 
Syrian by not accepting from his hand 
what he brought As Jehovah is living, I 
will run after him and take something 
from him.” Gehazi was interested in ma- 
terial gain, in profiting from the work of 
Jehovah’s spirit; so spiritual matters were
13. What did Naaman’s ‘girding himself with lowliness 
of mind' result in for himself?
14, 15. How did Gehazi show in what he was really 
interested?

Gehazi’s greed prompted him to try to profit from the work of Jehovah’s spirit and Naaman’s 
generosity. It cost Gehazi his health and his privilege of serving with Elisha
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in his ability to use one of his faithful 
servants through whom to perform mir- 
acles. Elisha had never cured any lepers 
in Israel, as Jesus later pointed out. (Luke 
4:27) But this little girl had real faith. 
There was no question about it in her mind; 
she believed implicitly that if Naaman 
would go and ask, Jehovah would answer. 
Although just a maidservant, she had the 
courage to witness about her faith in Je- 
hovah. She must have done this enthusias- 
tically and convincingly to succeed in get- 
ting her message across so that it was 
acted upon, and not viewed merely as some 
childish notion. Like this humble, unnamed 
servant of God who set so outstanding an 
example of faith, we should fearlessly 
speak the truth so that all of honest heart 
can benefit. Never should we hold back 
from making known Jehovah and his pur- 
poses, fearing we are not qualified to speak 
to someone in a higher station in life than 
we. We should have full confidence in Je- 
hovah and his ability to direct us.—Ps. 
56:11.

20Then there is Elisha. The Bible tells 
us quite a lot about this miracle-working 
servant of Jehovah. He was used by God 
even to raise someone from the dead. 
(2 Ki. 4:32-37) But his desire was not to 
be seen nor to become wealthy but, rather, 
to help people to grow in appreciation of 
Jehovah and his purposes. His interest was 
certainly not in making a name for himself 
but in magnifying the name of his God, 
Jehovah. We do well to im itate Elisha in 
being primarily concerned with Jehovah, 
putting our love for him first and helping 
others to call on him for salvation.—Matt. 
22:37, 38; Rom. 10:13.

21 While Naaman was “a valiant, mighty 
man” prior to his encounter with Elisha, 
he learned to gird himself with lowliness 
of mind. He came to appreciate that he 
was just another person in the eyes of
20. How can we imitate Elisha?
21, 22. What are some of the things Naaman had to 
do in humbling himself?
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Elisha inquired. Adding another lie to cov- 
er up the ones he told to Naaman, and 
lyingly to conceal the truth, Gehazi re- 
plied, “Your servant did not go anywhere 
at all.” But, of course, Jehovah knew what 
Gehazi had been up to and revealed the 
entire matter to Elisha. And so Elisha said 
to Gehazi: “Did not my heart itself go 
along just as the man turned to get down 
off his chariot to meet you? Is it a time 
to accept silver or to accept garments or 
olive groves or vineyards or sheep or cat- 
tie or menservants or maidservants?” 
—2 Ki. 5:23-26.

17 Can you imagine the horrified feeling 
that hit Gehazi? Why, his master knew 
exactly what he had done! Imagine too 
the righteous indignation that Elisha felt. 
Here he had served Jehovah’s interests in 
the curing of Naaman’s leprosy and had 
refused any financial reward for his part 
in this miracle. And now his servant, who 
was not directly involved, had gone and 
greedily taken something under false pre- 
tenses. Elisha, with Jehovah’s obvious 
backing, went on to say to Gehazi: “So the 
leprosy of Naaman will stick to you and 
your offspring to time indefinite.” And the 
account concludes by saying: “Immediate- 
ly he went out from before him, a leper 
white as snow.”—2 Ki. 5:27.

ATTRIBUTES TO BE IMITATED OR AVOIDED
18Look back on the account in Second 

Kings chapter five that we have just con- 
sidered. We certainly note some outstand- 
ing characteristics and dispositions of dif- 
ferent people. It will be most beneficial 
to us to review some of these differences.

19Just think of the little Israelite girl. 
She was taken captive from Israel, but this 
did not weaken her faith in Jehovah nor
17. (a) Why was Elisha rightly disturbed? (b) What 
happened to Gehazi for his greed?
18. What can we review in connection with Second 
Kings, chapter five?
19. (a) What admirable qualities did the little Israelite 
girl possess? (b) How can we manifest such charao־ 
teristics?
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pointed Elisha. And what disastrous results 
came upon him, for he was smitten with 
leprosy! His greed cost him his health and 
the privilege he had enjoyed of serving 
with Elisha. We can profit from this il- 
lustration of the disastrous course of being 
greedy, self-idolizing. We learn that reach- 
ing out for personal gain from Jehovah’s 
service is a very dangerous thing and some- 
thing we must avoid.—Compare John 12: 
4-6.

A PROPHETIC PARALLEL· FOR TODAY
24 Elisha was an anointed servant of God. 

That is, he was specially appointed by 
Jehovah to do a certain work. So he can 
be used as a picture or prophetic type of 
the remaining ones of the bride of Christ 
yet on earth, the remnant of the 144,000 
who will be united with Christ in the heav- 
ens. (Rev. 14:1-3) Mankind in general is 
in much the same position as Naaman was. 
Instead of being afflicted with leprosy, they 
are suffering from the death-dealing plague 
of sin, and in such a condition they, for 
the most part, fight against the remaining 
members of Christ’s bride yet on earth 
and those associated with them.—Rom. 5: 
12; Matt. 24:9.

25However, through the giving of a 
Kingdom witness, such as that of the little 
Israelite maid of Naaman’s wife, many of 
these have been directed in the right way 
for healing from their diseased state, spiri- 
tually speaking. They have come into con- 
tact with the anointed Elisha class and 
have been told what Jehovah requires for 
them to be spiritually recovered and to 
gain a good conscience toward him. Just 
as was true in Naaman’s case, so too in 
the case of these people, faith and self- 
humbling were required. They have been 
encouraged and have obeyed and have the 
joy of being cleansed to an acceptable con-
24. Whom can Elisha and Naaman be considered as 
picturing?
25. How have the Naaman-like “great crowd’״ been 
helped?
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Jehovah, and not someone worthy of spe- 
dal honors or attention from His servants. 
What joy he must have felt when he came 
up out of the Jordan the seventh time 
to see his skin completely cleansed! How 
glad he was that he had humbled himself 
and followed the recommendation of Eli- 
sha given through a messenger!

22 Just think too what it must have tak- 
en for a man in his position to do what he 
did. He not only took the word of a little 
slave girl from an enemy nation; but he 
had to leave his own gods behind, per- 
haps thinking he would be risking their 
displeasure, and go to a country at enmity 
with his and ask a prophet of a strange 
God to do something for him. Naaman’s 
becoming humble meant something of 
greater worth to him than being cleansed 
of leprosy. What was that? It led him to 
become a worshiper of Jehovah, a man de- 
siring to have the approval of the one true 
God. A fine reward indeed for his clothing 
himself with humility. As with Naaman, 
we too can profit immeasurably spiritually 
if we ‘wrap ourselves in the garment of 
humility’ and realize that God favors the 
humble.—•1 Pet. 5:5, New English Bible.

23The other individual whose activities 
are brought to our attention in this chap- 
ter of the Bible is someone whose ex- 
ample we do well not to copy. Gehazi had 
been serving with Elisha for some time 
and had ample opportunity to see how 
Jehovah was using Elisha and what a priv- 
ilege he had in being with Elisha. But he 
came to desire material wealth. His greed 
got the better of him when he saw his 
master refuse all the silver and garments 
offered by Naaman. His desire became fer- 
tile and moved him to sin. (Jas. 1:14, 15) 
He schemed and conjured up a story so 
as to obtain some of the material things 
with which Naaman was returning home. 
He even went so far as to lie to his master, 
in effect lying to Jehovah, who had ap-
23. Why can we profit from reviewing Gehazi’s course?
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. . . nor greedy persons, . . . nor ex- 
tortioners will inherit God’s kingdom.” 
—1 Cor. 6:9, 10.

27 These who make up the “great crowd” 
that come into association with God’s 
anointed servants must also gird them- 
selves with lowliness of mind. Today’s En- 
glish Version of the Bible, at 1 Peter 5:5, 
says: “And all of you must put on the 
apron of humility, to serve one another; 
for the scripture says, ‘God resists the 
proud, but gives grace to the humble.’ ” 
An apron makes us think of someone doing 
serving, caring for the interests of others, 
preparing food for others. So putting on 
“the apron of humility” would then in- 
volve being humble, lowly of mind, inter- 
ested in serving others.

23 Are you willing to ‘gird yourself with 
lowliness of mind,’ to “put on the apron 
of humility”? Are you willing to accept 
Jehovah’s way for salvation? In this 
twentieth century we have an example of 
humility, of lowliness of mind, that is found 
world wide. It is in the organization of 
Jehovah’s witnesses. Why not read on and 
see how they have humbly conformed to 
Jehovah’s way for salvation?
27, 28. What can people do today in identifying them- 
selves as part of the “great crowd” ?

dition in God’s sight. They have now be- 
come part of the “great crowd” whose hope 
is to live forever in a righteous new sys- 
tem on a cleansed earth. (Rev. 7:9) Those 
of this “great crowd” have come to recog- 
nize that there is no God anywhere except 
among the witnesses of the true God, Je- 
hovah. They appreciate that the spiritual 
heeding is given free, in harmony with 
Jesus’ instructions.—Matt. 10:1, 8.

28The Elisha class do not desire to ex- 
ploit the “great crowd” in assisting them 
to gain spiritual recovery from the plague 
of sin. They refuse any pay for assisting 
individuals to spiritual recovery, just as 
Elisha refused any gift, financial or mate- 
rial, from Naaman. They give of their 
time freely to assist others who want to 
study God’s Word. And if any associated 
with the congregation of God’s people on 
earth try to make material gain at the 
expense of the “great crowd,” such ones 
are exposed as being greedy, guilty of 
idolizing themselves. Such ones are re- 
moved from the organization, harmonizing 
with the treatment Elisha gave to Gehazi 
for his covetousness and greed. This con- 
forms to the rule: “Neither fornicators,
26. How are those viewed who, under a pretense of 
serving God, exploit others for personal gain?

1The humble people you will save; but your eyes are against the haughty ones.”— 2 Sam. 22:28.

one man had been viewed as the “congre- 
gation overseer,” and in many cases he 
had served for years in that capacity. But 
in 1971 it was recalled from the Scrip- 
tures that the Christian congregations in

IN September of 1972 a great change took 
place among the congregations of Je- 

hovah’s witnesses world wide. Since 1932 
and up to 1972, in each congregation
1. What happened in congregations of Jehovah’s 
witnesses in 1972?
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ly way. God had an arrangement through 
his prophet Elisha, and He would not 
change. Once Naaman humbled himself 
and went along with that arrangement he 
was blessed with a cure and with learning 
the truth. So humility is something about 
which we also need to learn.

4 The word translated “humility” in the 
Hebrew Scriptures comes from a root 
meaning “to be bowed down.” Humility, 
meekness, condescension and lowliness are 
all connected with the meaning of that 
word. In the Christian Greek Scriptures 
the word originally used closely connects 
humility with lowliness of mind. In En- 
glish, it comes from the Latin word humus, 
referring to the ground, earth, and means 
freedom from pride or arrogance.

ACHIEVING HUMILITY
* Humility is a quality that can be cul- 

tivated. First of all, a person must have 
the desire to be humble. This inclination 
is certainly enhanced by reading the Bible. 
In it we learn that “God opposes the 
haughty ones, but he gives undeserved 
kindness to the humble ones.” (Jas. 4:6) 
We come to appreciate that Jehovah wants 
us “to be humble in walking with” him. 
(Mic. 6:8, NW, 1960 edition) So our de- 
sire to please God makes us want to de- 
velop the quality of humility.

® Closely connected with this is the mat- 
ter of having a good appreciation of our 
relationship to Jehovah. We are to have 
a proper fear of him, that is, an awesome 
respect, a fear to displease him, knowing 
that what he requires of us is right. (Ps. 
111:10; Prov. 8:13) And Solomon tied in 
fearing Jehovah with humility when he 
said: “The result of humility and the fear 
of Jehovah is riches and glory and life.” 
—Prov. 22:4.
4. What significance is attached to the words in Hebrew, 
Greek and English involved with humility?
5. What helps us to appreciate the need to cultivate 
humility?
6. Why does appreciating our relationship to Jehovah 
aid us to be humble?
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the first century had a body of elders or 
overseers rather than just one. (1 Tim. 4: 
14; Phil. 1:1) In view of this the Scrip- 
tural arrangement was again followed to 
allow for a body of elders to function in 
each congregation and for the chairman- 
ship of that body to rotate from year to 
year in the congregations. Thus, in most 
of the 28,407 congregations of Jehovah’s 
witnesses in existence in September of 
1972, someone new stepped in as local pre- 
siding overseer.

2 How did the former “congregation 
overseers” or “congregation servants” re- 
act? Almost every one of them humbly 
accepted the change and was appreciative 
that Jehovah had guided His organization 
into a closer conformity with early Chris- 
tianity. These individuals willingly stepped 
down in the sense of becoming part of a 
body of elders, made up of equals, rather 
than being the one individual looked to 
as the overseer of the congregation. Could 
such a change be made in any worldly or- 
ganization, that is, talking all those in the 
key positions and rotating them to other 
positions, without catastrophic results? 
Hardly. And yet this was possible among 
Jehovah’s witnesses, for they are people 
who do “nothing out of contentiousness or 
out of egotism, but with lowliness of mind 
considering that the others are superior.” 
—Phil. 2:3.

* But how do Jehovah’s witnesses come 
to have such qualities? They are born sin- 
ners, possessing the death-dealing disease 
of sin, like King David and the rest of 
mankind. (Ps. 51:5) They have learned, 
however, that conforming to Jehovah’s 
way in humility can lead to salvation from 
such condition, just as it led to Naaman’s 
being saved or cured from leprosy. In 
Naaman’s case, Jehovah’s way was the on-
2. How did the change in the organizational arrange- 
ment help further to identify God’s people on earth 
today?
3. How do Jehovah’s witnesses come to have lowliness 
of mind and humility?
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10 The quality of love, one of the fruits 
of God’s spirit, is necessary in developing 
lowliness of mind. (Gal. 5:22) “Love . . . 
does not get puffed up.” (1 Cor. 13:4) 
We learn to appreciate that the most im- 
portant love is our love for Jehovah, and 
then, in addition, we are to ,love our neigh- 
bors as ourselves,׳ that is, we are to put 
them on a par with ourselves, not think- 
ing more of ourselves than of them. (Matt. 
22:37-39) Jehovah’s witnesses desire to be 
humble. They know from their study of 
the Bible that Jehovah requires this of 
them. They have meditated on the examples 
of Jehovah and Christ Jesus in this con- 
nection. They take advantage of the provi- 
sion of prayer, and they continue working 
at manifesting love, which Jesus said would 
identify his followers and which aids them 
in cultivating lowliness of mind.—John 13: 
34, 35.

HUMILITY NEEDED TODAY
11 Developing the quality of humility as- 

sists us to face up to the challenges found 
in this modem, selfish, hate-filled world. 
God inspired the apostle Paul to foretell 
“that in the last days” men would be 
“lovers of themselves, . . . haughty.” 
(2 Tim. 3:1, 2) This attitude has taken 
strong hold of people in all walks of life, 
and we certainly do not want to let it rub 
off on us.

12 The fights between people of various 
nationalities or different races, people read- 
ily admit, are because of nationalistic or 
racial “pride.” But pride is the opposite 
of humility, and “pride is before a crash, 
and a haughty spirit before stumbling.” 
(Prov. 16:18) Do we want to crash head 
on with God because of national or racial 
pride? It would mean our destruction.

13The women’s liberation movement is
10. How does love fit Into the discussion on humility?
11, 12. How does humility help us in this hate-filled 
world ?
13. How does humility help women In this wicked 
system of things?

7Jehovah’s example of humility too is 
of assistance to us. (2 Sam. 22:36; Ps. 18: 
35) He exercises mercy and compassion 
upon sinners; yes, he even went so far as 
to provide his Son as a sacrifice for man’s 
sins. (1 John 4:10) If Jehovah, the great- 
est personage in the universe, is humble, 
should not we as insignificant creatures 
likewise be?

8The pattern Jesus set is also one for 
us to imitate if we are Christians, followers 
of Christ. (1 Pet. 2:21) Was it not fore- 
told that he would be “humble” as he en- 
tered Jerusalem to present himself asking? 
(Zech. 9:9; Matt. 21:5) As the Word, 
God’s firstborn Son in heaven, the one who 
became Jesus certainly had a lofty posi- 
tion, but “when he found himself in fash- 
ion as a man, he humbled himself and be- 
came obedient as far as death.” And Paul 
wisely counseled the Philippian congrega- 
tion to “keep this mental attitude in you 
that was also in Christ Jesus,” that men- 
tal attitude including the quality of hu- 
mility. (Phil. 2:5-8) As a man on earth, 
Jesus spoke of the preciousness of the 
attribute of humility, encouraging his dis- 
ciples to be humble like a young child, and 
reminding them that “whoever humbles 
himself will be exalted.”—Matt. 23:12; 
18:4.

9Another aid in humbling ourselves is 
prayer. It serves to remind us of God’s 
greatness and our insignificance, the fact 
that there are others desirous of coming 
into or maintaining a good relationship 
with “our Father”; and what a marvelous 
provision Jehovah made through his Son 
so that we can have our sins forgiven! 
Prayer assists us to remember that in our- 
selves we really have nothing of which to 
be proud.—Matt. 6:9-12.
7. What does Jehovah's example In this connection 
do for us?
8. How do Jesus' actions and words aid us In 
developing humility?
9. What part does prayer play in becoming lowly in 
mind?
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which he purposes to rule the earth. (Mark 
13:10) Lowliness of mind helps us to take 
into consideration the viewpoint of those 
to whom we preach; it helps us to under- 
stand their position as we converse with 
them. Jesus also foretold that his followers 
would be hated, persecuted for following 
him. (Matt. 24:9) Humility helps us to 
face such opposition because we recognize 
that Jehovah is supreme, and so we do not 
rebel against him for permitting this to 
happen. We look to the example Jesus set 
of facing up to persecution, keeping hum- 
ble before those reviling him and remain- 
ing loyal to his Father.—1 Pet. 2:23.

16The humble person is one who ac- 
cepts counsel and discipline. “The reproofs 
of discipline are the way of life.” (Prov. 
6:23) Those who are proud resent being 
counseled; they feel they do not do any- 
thing wrong anyway. But those of lowly 
mind recognize they do make mistakes and 
appreciate being corrected. “True, no dis- 
cipline seems for the present to be joyous, 
but grievous; yet afterward to those who 
have been trained by it it yields peaceable 
fruit, namely, righteousness.” (Heb. 12:11) 
So those who accept counsel and discipline 
are helped to make fine spiritual progress.

MODERN-DAY EXAMPLES OF HUMILITY
17 If you were unable to read, would you 

be humble enough to admit it and ask 
for help? A young man in West Africa 
related this experience: “I felt bad that 
at the age of nineteen I did not know how 
to read and write. But one day I heard 
of the literacy class conducted by Jeho- 
vah’s witnesses at their Kingdom Hall. 
Even though I was not a Witness, they let 
me enroll. The literacy period was part of 
one of their congregation meetings, and 
to show appreciation I would sit in on the
16. Why does humility assist in the matter of discipline?
17. How did humbly admitting he was illiterate help 
one young man?

something of which people the world over 
have been made aware. Some women as- 
sociated with it, viewing the Bible as a 
book produced by men, haughtily claim 
that the scripture that says man “is God’s 
image and glory; but the woman is man’s 
glory,” is nothing more than a male chau- 
vinist’s opinion. (1 Cor. 11:7) The pride 
of such women has brought them into di- 
rect conflict with Jehovah, who inspired 
the writing of the Bible. Do you women 
who desire to have God’s approval avoid 
such lack of humility? The apostle told men 
in the Christian congregation, “Humble 
yourselves, therefore, under the mighty 
hand of God.” Do you women not find 
that your also heeding this Scriptural in- 
junction makes being submissive much 
easier and makes for a happier life? 
—1 Pet. 5:6.

14 The idea of male headship, of course, 
can be carried to extremes. To fulfill his 
role as father and husband, the male in 
the household needs to be humble, to see 
his own faults and work to overcome them, 
and admit it when he makes mistakes. 
Humility would result in his having em- 
pathy, taking the others in the family into 
consideration before making major deci- 
sions. It would also aid him to be forgiving 
of others in the family and not to expect 
perfection from them any more than Je- 
hovah expects it from him. Humility re- 
ally helps all in the family circle to over- 
come problems that stem from differences 
in male and female, young and old. Low- 
liness of mind aids us to continue “putting 
up with one another in love.”—Eph. 4:2.

15Humility serves as an aid to our en- 
gaging in the work Jesus said would be 
done before the end of this wicked system 
of things came. He foretold a worldwide 
preaching work, a work of telling others 
about the Kingdom, God’s government by
14. How can the ‘head of the house* be humble?
15. How does humility aid us in connection with 
preaching and enduring persecution?
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attending some of the meetings of Jeho- 
vah’s witnesses although they had to walk 
two and a half to three hours to do so. 
Soon, the old pastor told the other mem- 
bers of the church that he was leaving 
because he realized that what he had 
taught previously was not the truth. Yes, 
he was humble enough to admit the error 
of his past course in life and took steps 
to get in line with Jehovah’s way for 
salvation.

20Another humble clergyman was con- 
tacted in a village on a South Pacific is- 
land, and he also agreed to a home Bible 
study. He quickly discerned the difference 
between the teachings of his church and 
the Bible, and after just two studies he 
resigned from the church. His former as- 
sociates were perturbed at his resignation 
and tried to persuade him to remain as 
their minister. He informed them that he 
would now uphold only true Christianity. 
His spiritual progress continued and now 
he is one of Jehovah’s baptized servants, 
aiding others to learn the truth.

21The apostle Paul encourages: “Strip 
off the old personality with its practices, 
and clothe yourselves with the new per- 
sonality, . . . clothe yourselves with the 
tender affections of compassion, kindness, 
lowliness of mind, mildness, and long- 
suffering.” (Col. 3:9-12) So part of the 
new Christian personality is lowliness of 
mind, humility. These qualities are mani- 
tested by Jehovah’s people, and this serves 
to attract others. The following letter re- 
ceived at the Philippine branch office of 
the Watch Tower Society from the mana- 
ger of a business where two W itnesses are 
employed illustrates this: “We are in the 
process of reorganizing our Manufactur- 
ing Department and in this connection we
20. Why did another clergyman resign from his church?
21. (a) What does the “new personality" involve? 
(b) What fine commendation was expressed regarding 
the “new personality" of Jehovah's witnesses?
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remaining part of the program for the eve- 
ning. I enjoyed those meetings so much 
and I longed to give a talk as other 
young men were doing. One of these men 
started a home Bible study with me. In 
less than two years I not only learned to 
read and write, but was able to qualify for 
field service, symbolize my dedication by 
being baptized and enjoy the happy privi- 
lege of being a pioneer.” This man’s hu- 
m ility enabled him to learn to read and 
write, come to a knowledge of the truth 
and become a full-time minister, sharing 
the truth with others.

18In the same part of the earth there 
was a man who was not so humble. In fact, 
he proudly told the minister of Jehovah’s 
witnesses who met him that he did not 
need anyone to teach him, a manager in 
a large firm, as he could study the Bible 
himself. However, he did accept an in- 
vitation to attend one of the congregation 
meetings. He was much impressed by the 
Theocratic Ministry School and started to 
attend regularly. He soon enrolled in the 
school, and his whole attitude changed as 
he began accepting and applying the coun- 
sel received in the school. He made a re- 
quest for a Bible study at home and made 
fine progress. Yes, he humbled himself and 
is now privileged to serve as a dedicated 
and baptized servant of Jehovah God.

19 On an island not far from Australia a 
young Witness contacted an old man, and 
after many calls started a study with a 
group of five to ten people, spending two 
or three hours on each visit. An old blind 
man was always present and showed a 
deep love for the Bible. He soon began 
to talk to everyone he met about the 
truths he was learning. It was later learned 
that this blind man was the local Lutheran 
pastor. In a few months this group began
18. How did one proud man change? What resulted?
19. How did a blind clergyman show humility?
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and so some of the ones doing this work, 
known as circuit overseers, were not need- 
ed any longer for this particular ser- 
vice. One such individual serving in New 
York city humbly commented: “When 
I heard that a number were being tak- 
en off the circuit work I prayed to Je- 
hovah that, if my visits were hindering 
or not helping the congregations as much 
as others, I would be one of the ones taken 
off the traveling work.” What a fine at- 
titude, representative of that shown by 
the older men or overseers among Jeho- 
vah’s witnesses world wide! They are not 
proudly interested in their position but, 
rather, in humbly caring for the sheeplike 
followers of Jesus, recognizing that the 
“sheep” belong to him.—John 10:14.

THE PROPER COURSE TO TAKE
24 Do you really believe the words of the 

Bible writer David in his prayer to Jeho- 
vah: “The humble people you will save; 
but your eyes are against the haughty 
ones”? (2 Sam. 22:28) If you do, then 
you will want to ferret out of your life 
any traces of haughtiness, of thinking you 
are better than others whether because of 
your race, your nationality, your educa- 
tion or your station in life. We all come 
from sinner Adam, so in ourselves we re- 
ally have nothing about which to be proud. 
—Acts 17:26.

25The hope of salvation is ours if we 
humbly conform to Jehovah’s way. We 
must appreciate that “everything in the 
world—the desire of the flesh and the de- 
sire of the eyes and the showy display 
of one’s means of life—does not originate 
with the Father, but originates with the 
world. Furthermore, the world is passing 
away and so is its desire, but he that does 
the will of God remains forever.” (1 John
24, 25. What must we do If we believe salvation Is for 
the humble?

would like to know if you would kindly 
assist us in our search for skilled workers. 
The strongest reason which prompted us 
to approach your Society is mainly be- 
cause our observation, close study and ex- 
perience have proved that men belonging 
to your organization could be highly re- 
lied upon to perform with unselfish dili- 
gence and honesty in any given task, and 
we are also amazed at their capability to 
understand and adjust themselves to ex- 
isting economic and labor problems.”

22 Although they do well at their secu- 
lar work, Jehovah’s witnesses do not for- 
get that Jehovah is the one to whom the 
credit goes, and they continue to value the 
privilege of attending meetings of the 
Christian congregation so as to continue de- 
veloping the “new personality.” The fami- 
ly  of a young female Witness came into 
need and she had to apply for a secular job 
to help out financially. When interviewed 
for the job, she found that she would 
be required to work during some of the 
congregation meetings, and the employer 
refused to make adjustment. She informed 
him, “I need this job, sir, but I cannot 
exchange my faith for a job,” and so she 
refused it. Two days later, however, the 
manager sent a messenger to the Kingdom 
Hall to look for her and offer her the 
job with time off to attend all meetings. 
Jehovah blessed her for her humble efforts 
to please him.

23 Traveling representatives of Jehovah’s 
witnesses are assigned to visit congrega- 
tions on a regular basis to build them up 
spiritually by talks and by sharing in the 
preaching work with them. Some time 
back these visits were changed from ev- 
ery four months to every six months,
22. How did one Witness show appreciation for the 
congregation meetings, and what resulted?
23. (a) How did one traveling overseer express a 
humble attitude? (b) In what are the overseers among 
Jehovah's witnesses Interested?
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action actually may involve resisting the 
holy spirit, because the holy spirit is re- 
sponsible for the appointments of older 
men in the congregation. (Acts 20:28) 
Why, then, should we criticize one of the 
brothers for handling the Kingdom inter- 
ests in a way that the holy spirit seems 
to direct him? And if the brother is wrong 
in the way he handled something, we 
should have faith that the holy spirit will 
correct him.

28In a world of bitter rivalries, with 
each contentious faction fighting for its 
own individual interests, one organization 
stands out as different, the genuine fol- 
lowers of Jesus, Jehovah’s Christian wit- 
nesses. Some of them, like the little 
Israelite girl in Naaman’s life, have mani- 
fested courageous faith, speaking what 
they know to be the truth in the hope that 
others will benefit. They may be viewed 
as nameless, insignificant individuals, but 
they have the approval of Jehovah. Others 
have served in more prominent capacities, 
as Elisha did, but they too are concerned 
first of all with having Jehovah’s favor; 
their desire is not to get gain for them- 
selves. May all of us work with them, rec- 
ognizing that there is no salvation without 
humility and a willingness to conform to 
Jehovah’s way.
28. What must we all recognize, for our own everlasting 
welfare?

IN  COMING ISSUES
■ Is the Holy Spirit Really

a Person?

■ H ave You Really Come to
Know God?

a A Problem  That R ivals
Drug Addiction.

2:16, 17) Jehovah’s way means that we 
cannot afford to be wrapped up in the 
materialistic pursuits of the world. They 
could well cause us to lose out altogether, 
as was true in greedy Gehazi’s case.

28So, then, the course to follow is to 
study the Scriptures, to conform your life 
to Jehovah’s will and to become one of his 
dedicated, baptized servants, helping oth- 
ers to comply with Jehovah’s way for sal- 
vation. For those who have already taken 
this step, it is necessary to continue going 
in the right direction. “To what extent we 
have made progress, let us go on walking 
orderly in this same routine.” (Phil. 3:16) 
Never do we want to feel a reaction of 
discomfort to the words of Paul, “Consid- 
ering that the others are superior to you,” 
in our relations with our Christian broth- 
ers. (Phil. 2:3) We want to appreciate 
fully the spirit of humility within the 
ranks of God’s people and work to con- 
tribute to such spirit. We want to have 
a feeling of well-being, of satisfaction from 
it. It creates and maintains a pleasant and 
rewarding atmosphere, this humbly ex- 
pressing love for the whole association of 
brothers. Remember, too, that Jehovah’s 
organization cannot change just to suit 
individuals.

27 If we object to something done by the 
body of elders or criticize the way some 
matter is handled, we are being disloyal 
to Jehovah’s organization. Let us remem- 
ber that the elders are not newly converted 
men; they have been serving Jehovah for 
years. (1 Tim. 3:6) And what is it that 
prompts faultfinding or complaining? Is it 
not often a desire to elevate ourselves in the 
eyes of others? In other words, pride is 
the root of the problem. This course of
26. What course of action do we Individually want 
to follow?
27. Why would criticizing the work of the body of 
elders in the congregation be wrong?
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pose) of prophesying was to bear witness 
to Jesus. Accordingly, whenever necessary, 
God's spirit will aid us to recall all such 
teaching regarding Jesus Christ and will 
enable us to discern its correct applica- 
tion. In fact, since “all Scripture is in- 
spired of God,” what Bible knowledge we 
have acquired can be brought to remem· 
brance by God's spirit.—2 Tim. 3:16.

This can give us confidence in speaking 
about God’s kingdom to others. We can 
rest assured that God’s spirit w ill bring 
back to our minds the things we need to 
help honest-hearted ones. Though we may 
feel limited and perhaps fear we might be 
misunderstood, as long as we keep our 
heart stayed on God we can be sure that 
his spirit is not going to allow us to mis- 
represent the truth to those really want- 
ing it.

Even under very trying circumstances 
God’s spirit will aid us to defend our po- 
sition as true Christians. Jesus Christ said 
to his disciples: “You wifi be haled before 
governors and kings for my sake, for a 
witness to them and the nations. However, 
when they deliver you up, do not become 
anxious about how or what you are to 
speak; for what you are to speak will be 
given you in that hour; for the ones speak- 
ing are not just you, but it is the spirit of 
your Father that speaks by you.”—Matt. 
10:18-20.

Hence, baptized disciples of Jesus Christ 
should not be surprised if brought before 
governmental authorities. At times ques- 
tions may be raised in a harsh manner 
and in such a way as to belittle the Chris- 
tian. With the help of God’s spirit, how- 
ever, he will be able to present good rea- 
sons for his hope. Moreover, he will be 
enabled to respond with calmness and 
gentleness. (Compare 1 Peter 3:14, 15.) 
This is because the qualities of long- 
suffering, kindness, mildness and self- 
control are included in the fruitage God’s 
spirit produces in those allowing them-
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CAN HELP YOU

JEHOVAH God is invisible to human 
eyes and, therefore, his spirit is also in- 

visible. (John 1:18) When on earth, Jesus 
Christ revealed how that spirit would aid 
his followers. He said: “The helper, the 
holy spirit, which the Father will send in 
my name, that one will teach you £111 
things and bring back to your minds all 
the things I told you.” (John 14:26) What 
is this spirit and how does it serve as a 
remembrancer and a teacher?

God’s spirit is, not a person, but an in- 
visible active force. This is evident from 
the fact that the Hebrew and Greek words 
rendered “spirit” convey that very thought. 
At times these terms simply mean “wind,” 
or, air in motion, as you can see by read- 
ing Exodus 10:13; Job 41:16 and Zecha- 
riah 2:6.

As to what God’s spirit will recall, our 
situation is somewhat different from that 
of the apostles. We have not been directly 
taught by Jesus Christ. However, all the 
vital aspects of what Jesus did and said 
have been recorded in the four Gospels. 
Moreover, all Bible prophecy, both in the 
Hebrew Scriptures and in the Christian 
Greek Scriptures, in some way focuses on 
Jesus Christ. That is why an angel told 
the apostle John: “The bearing witness to 
Jesus is what inspires [literally, “is the 
spirit of”] prophesying.” (Rev. 19:10, In- 
terlinear) This means that the entire “spir- 
it” (the whole inclination, intent and pur-
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As a rightly motivated person continues 
to study the Bible and meditates on the 
things he is learning, God’s spirit, operat- 
ing on his mind and heart, causes his love 
for Jehovah to deepen. In time his rela- 
tionship to God becomes the most impor- 
tant thing in his life, and within his heart 
and mind a strong appreciation for that 
relationship develops. That appreciation 
stirs him to combat any inclination that 
might damage his relationship with the 
Creator.

Hence, when faced with temptation, he 
does not entertain thoughts about how 
pleasurable it might be to engage in 
wrongdoing nor does he reason that the 
flesh is very weak and that ‘God is too 
merciful to reject him.’ Rather, his im- 
mediate concern is not to ruin his rela- 
tionship with Jehovah. The thought of 
yielding to temptation therefore repels 
him.

Similarly, when perplexed as to exactly 
what course to take in a certain trial, the 
Christian can confidently rely on the help 
of God’s spirit. Of this, the disciple James 
wrote: “Consider it all joy, my brothers, 
when you meet with various trials, know- 
ing as you do that this tested quality of 
your faith works out endurance. . . .  So, if 
any one of you is lacking in wisdom [as 
to what to do in his trialsome situation], 
let him keep on asking God, for he gives 
generously to all and without reproach- 
ing.” (Jas. 1:2-5) Yes, in answer to prayers 
for guidance, Jehovah will give direction 
through his holy spirit. God’s spirit, acting 
on the memory of the individual, will re- 
call the needed guiding principles found in 
the Bible and will aid him to discern how 
these principles apply in his case.

Truly, then, God’s spirit does give need- 
ed help. So if you desire its guidance, co- 
operate with it by filling your mind with 
knowledge from God’s Word.

selves to come under its influence.—Gal. 
5:22, 23.

Of course, when speaking to persons in 
unusual circumstances, one may feel a cer- 
tain concern as to being able to present 
God’s truth properly and effectively. Even 
the apostle Paul found this to be true in 
his case, as, for example, when he went 
to Corinth, a center of Greek learning and 
philosophy. To Christians at Corinth, he 
wrote: “I came to you in weakness and in 
fear and with much trembling.” (1 Cor. 
2:3) Why did Paul feel this way? As a 
Jew coming into this center of Greek cul- 
ture, he was evidently concerned that his 
presentation under these unusual circum- 
stances be such as would accomplish God’s 
purpose and also reach the hearts of his 
listeners.

With the help of God’s spirit, Paul was 
successful in aiding honest-hearted Corin- 
thians to become disciples of Jesus Christ. 
Though himself well educated, he did not 
appeal to them with extravagant speech 
or a display of human wisdom, but with 
the truth taught by God’s spirit.

Like Paul, we as true Christians today 
can also be successful in aiding others to 
come to an accurate knowledge of God’s 
will and purposes. Lack of knowledge re- 
specting certain mundane matters will not 
put us at a disadvantage. What people re- 
ally need, regardless of their education, 
background and station in life, is the truth 
as set forth in the Bible. And God’s spirit 
will help us to convey that truth accurately 
by acting in our behalf as a teacher.

God’s spirit also assists the Christian to 
continue following a divinely approved 
course. As Galatians 5:16 states: “Keep 
walking by spirit and you will carry out 
no fleshly desire at all.” Yet it may be 
asked, How does God’s spirit prevent one 
from following the inclination of the sin- 
ful flesh?
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given to drinking wine, a friend of tax collec- 
tors and sinners.״”—Matt. 11:18, 19.

Truly Jesus* fellow countrymen were behav- 
ing like children. John the Baptist’s simple life 
as a Nazirite did not suit them, for they did 
not lament over their sins and repent. And 
they did not take on the joyful mood of Jesus, 
for they did not rejoice over the good news of 
the kingdom that he preached. Their judgment 
was based, not on Scriptural guidelines, but 
on preconceived personal ideas. They simply 
could not be pleased with either of God’s rep- 
resentatives, either John or Jesus. They did 
not want these to set the mood for them by 
telling them straightforwardly God’s will for 
them and of their need to line up with it. They 
did not want to conform to God’s will.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
July 28: ”Gird Yourselves with Lowliness of 

Mind.” Page 401. Songs to Be Used: 106, 
115.

August 4: Humbly Conform to Jehovah’s Way 
for Salvation. Page 407. Songs to Be Used: 
9, 71.

•  What is the point of Jesus’ illustration, at 
Matthew 11:16, 17, concerning the flute playing 
and the wailing of young children at play?
—U.S.A.

Matthew 11:16, 17 reads: 1With whom shall 
I compare this generation? It is like young 
children sitting in the marketplaces who cry 
out to their playmates, saying, W e played the 
flute for you, but you did not dance; we wailed, 
but you did not beat yourselves in grief.* ”

Jesus Christ was comparing that generation 
to children with their varied games. Applying 
the point of the illustration, Jesus continued: 
”Correspondingly, John came neither eating 
nor drinking, yet people say, ,He has a demon’; 
the Son of man did come eating and drinking, 
still people say, 4Look! A man gluttonous and


