


A watchtower enables a person to see far
into the distance and announce to others
what is coming. Can a magazine serve
similarly in our day? Yes, from its first
issue (July 1879) onward, The Watchtower,
published by Jehovah's witnesses, has done
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long for a better world, one of true justice
and free from sorrow, hatred and war? Do
you want to live at a time when genuine
peace and love prevail among people of all
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God's Word, the Bible, as its authority, it
points out the clear evidence that the present
wicked system of things will soon end,
destroyed by God. But it also announces
the coming in of a righteous new order.
There, under the rule of God's kingdom, his
heavenly government, people will enjoy life
forever in true peace, health and happiness
on a paradise earth.

Faithfulness to the Word of God lifts
The Watchtower above the contradicting
religious teachings and philosophies of men.
It stays strictly neutral as regards political
affairs. It wholeheartedly upholds the high-
est moral standard—that of man's Maker,
Jehovah God. From this source, it shows
solutions to the problems of daily life.

We know that many sincere persons would
appreciate a discussion of these things in
their own home with a qualified person. A
minister of Jehovah's witnesses will be glad
to call on you free of charge. To arrange for
this, simply write the publishers of this
magazine or contact Jehovah's witnesses
locally.
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sthe Use Oft THEROBARY Scriptural

illions of

M professed n eTfo

hristians have never
given any serious A
thought to their use of the \
rosary. They have taken it for
granted that there is nothing objectionable
about counting prayers with a string of
beads. They believe that this is a Christian
practice.

Many are therefore surprised to learn
that the same practice is common among
Hindus, Buddhists and Mohammedans. Its
earliest origins are, in fact, non-Christian.
Roman Catholic Bishop Fulton J. Sheen
acknowledged: “Prayer beads . . . were
probably first used by the Buddhists. Both
Buddhists and Moslems make use of them
in their prayers.” But none of the apostles
of Jesus Christ nor their fellow believers
in the first century used a rosary.

Is there anything objectionable about
its use today? To deter-
mine this, we do well to
consider what is involved
in the use of the rosary
and to do so in the light
of Bible principles.

The rosary that is com-
monly used by many Ro-
man Catholics consists of
five groups of ten small
beads, marked off by four
larger beads and joined
by a medal bearing an im-
print of Mary. From this
medal hangs a pendant or
small chain consisting of
three small beads between
two larger beads and ter-
minating in a crucifix.
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A Hindu sadhu praying in Mahalaxmi
Temple in Bombay, using prayer beads

As to the pro-
cedure for saying
the rosary, this
varies. The book-
let The Fifteen
Mysteries of the
Holy Rosary
(published in the United States) outlines
the following: The person using the rosary
blesses himself with the crucifix and, at
the same time, says: “Incline unto my aid,
O God, O Lord, make haste to help me.”
He then proceeds to recite the “Apostles’
Creed,” one “Our Father,” three “Hail
Marys” and one “Glory be to the Father.”
These prayers, said on the small chain or
pendant, are optional. Those recited as the
remainder of the beads are fingered, how-
ever, cannot be omitted. First, the “Our
Father” is recited. This is followed by ten
“Hail Marys.” The “Glory be to the
Father” brings the decade to its conclusion.

All the other decades call for the repeti-
tion of the identical words, with the
exception that a different mystery is
reflected upon. After having completed
the decades of the rosary, the “Hail Holy
Queen” and the “Litany
of the Blessed Virgin”
may be recited. To say the
complete rosary of fifteen
decades requires going
around the usual circle of
beads three times.

The saying of the ro-
sary attaches the greatest
importance to Mary, as
most of the prayers are

directed to her. Is this

in harmony with the
teachings of Jesus?

On one occasion a
woman, moved by emo-
tion on hearing Jesus’
teaching, exclaimed:
“Blest is the womb that
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bore you and the breasts that nursed you!”
Is this not the sentiment that is given
greatest prominence when the rosary is
said? But did Jesus go along with this
emotional expression? No. “ Rather,” he
replied, blest are they who hear the word
of God and keep it.” "—Luke 11:27, 28, the
Catholic New American Bible.

Jesus Christ never showed any special
favoritism toward Mary. He did not imply
that she should be given special honor.
When she and her other children* inter-
rupted his teaching, sending word that
they wanted to speak with him, Jesus re-
sponded: “ Who is my mother, and who
are my brothers?” And extending his hand
toward his disciples, he said: ,Look! My
mother and my brothers! For whoever
does the will of my Father who is in heav-
en, the same is my brother, and sister,
and mother.” ”—Matt. 12:48-50.

Mary, too, showed a humble attitude.
When the angel Gabriel revealed to her
God’s purpose regarding the birth of his
Son, she replied: “lI am the handmaid of
the Lord.” (Luke 1:38, the Catholic New
Jerusalem B Her attitude was
like that of the angel before whom the
apostle John prostrated himself after re-
ceiving the revelation. That angel cau-
tioned John, saying: “All I am is a fellow
slave of you and of your brothers who have
the work of witnessing to Jesus. Worship
God.”—Rev. 19:10.

Is not the saying of the rosary contrary
to the angelic admonition, “Worship God”?
Are not most of the prayerful expressions
directed to Mary? Yet that is not all.

Advocates of the rosary are forced to
admit that many gain no benefit from it.
Observes the publication The Fifteen Mys-
teries of the Holy Rosary: “Many . . .

* For _the evidence that Mary had other children, see
Aid to Bible Understanding, pages 262 and 263.
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reduce the Rosary to a mechanical recita-
tion of Our Fathers and Hail Marys with
the result that it becomes a tedious prac-
tice especially for young people.”

Truly a tremendous amount of repetition
is involved in saying the rosary. To go
through the fifteen decades of the rosary
calls for saying the “Our Father” or
“Lord’s Prayer,” as recorded at Matthew
6:9-13, fifteen times. The following words
of the “Glory be to the Father” are like-
wise said fifteen times: “Glory be to the
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.” Ten times as often the words of the
“Hail Mary” are spoken: “Hail, Mary, full
of grace; the Lord is with thee: blessed
art thou among women, and blessed is the
fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary,
Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now
and at the hour of our death. Amen.”

Is such repetitious saying of prayers in
agreement with the Bible? Note what
Jesus Christ said: “In your prayer do not
rattle on like the pagans. They think they

MMAdwin a hearing by the sheer multiplica-
tion of words. Do not imitate them.”
—Matt. 6:7, 8,

Is not the saying of the rosary a “sheer
multiplication of words”? Does it not imi-
tate the pagans who were using the rosary
long before professed Christians began to
do so?

There can be no question, therefore, that
the use of the rosary is unscriptural. It is
out of harmony with Jesus’ words about
prayer and is contrary to the admonition
to “worship God” alone. Instead of con-
tinuing to use the rosary, persons seeking
divine approval need to make heartfelt
expressions in prayer to God through his
Son Jesus Christ.
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ANMASM OULD THERE

A GENERATIONGAP

IN THE CHRISTIAN HOME?

*QUIT BEING FASHIONED AFTER THIS SYSTEM OF THINGS.”— ROM. 12:2.

ttYX?HAT struck me during my last
w visits to America,” said histo-
rian Arnold Toynbee, “was the widening
gap between the rising generation and
their parents’ generation.” Such reference
to the generation gap is not uncommon in
the news today. The generation gap is
more than a figure of speech. It is a cold,
hard fact of this system of things. It is
found not just in North America but in
many parts of the world, such as Europe
and Asia. “The Generation Gap in Japan,”
reported the New York Times, “Is Almost
an Abyss.” And a long article in the Soviet
Communist newspaper Pravda noted that
the generation gap is a major problem of
Soviet society. Social scientist Margaret
Mead speaks of a “deep, new, unprece-
dented world-wide generation gap.”

sents a wide difference in thinking between
two generations.

*World wide though this gap may be,
what about Christian homes? Just because
this system of things has an appalling
generation gap, should there be the same
gap in the Christian home? Well, are true
Christians part of the world? Jesus Christ
made it very clear that Christians should
be “no part of the world.” (John 15:19)
So if you are a true Christian, whether
young or old, you want “no part” of this
generation gap in your home, do you?

4But we have to face the fact that
Christian youths, as well as adults, can be
influenced by worldly people around them.
Worldly thinking can be adopted, and, if a
person is not on guard, he can be fashioned
by this system of things. The danger for

2 Just what is this gap? It is a gap ofhristians is there, and it can be a real

breakdown in communication and under-
standing between youths and adults. Many
youths feel that adults have made a miser-
able world and that there must be a better
way and that they must find it. Often
these youths rebel against anything the
older generation likes or stands for. Older
people, on the other hand, tend to feel that
many youths are irresponsible, spoiled,
selfish and ungrateful. The gap thus repre-

1. What do news reports and various authorities have
to say about a widespread generation gap?

2, 3. (a) What is the generation gap? (b) Should there
be a generation gap in the Christian home? Why?
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battle. It is not to be minimized. It is a
struggle against worldly ideas, goals and
ambitions and against imitating worldly
people, whether young or old. Young Chris-
tians especially need to heed the words of
the Christian apostle Paul, who warned:
“Do not imitate the way of this world.”
—Rom. 12:2, Lamsa translation.

8Now, how can you Christian youths be
helped in this struggle so that you do not
become fashioned by the world and end up
victims of the generation gap? In seeking

4, 5. (a) What dangers are there ior young Christians,
and so what counsel do they need to heed? (b) What
important question now arises?
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an answer to that question, it is good to
examine the reasons for this gap.

TREMENDOUS CHANGES A FACTOR

*Tremendous changes and happenings in
the last fifty to sixty years are a major
reason for the generation gap. At no time
before have young people known and expe-
rienced such rapid changes.

Half a century ago there

were still lots of horses

and buggies in use, and

life was not so rushed.

The development of jet

airliners has had the

effect of shrinking the

globe so that travel

from one continent to an-

other takes only a few

hours. Other technological de-
velopments allow men to walk on
the moon, and to talk to us as they
do so.

7And there have been stupendous
changes in communication as well
as in the field of entertainment. The
birth of radio
and television
has occurred in
this same peri-
od. Both are
powerful weap-
ons in the
hands of propagandists and specialists in
mass psychology. Says long-time Juvenile
Court Judge P. Gilliam of Portland, Ore-
gon: “The communications explosion is
the major factor in delinquency. In every

. home is a television set—instant
violence all around.” Crime was not the
great problem fifty years ago that it is
today. Immorality was not so prevalent.

8Consider, too, the changes in popular
music. “Nothing, perhaps, reflects the gap

Influences such as

these— all of them
developments in recent
decades—are a major cause
of the generation gap

6, 7.’) What changes have contributed to the generation
gap?

8. How does popular music reflect the generation gap,
and what is the Scriptural view of much of such music?
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between generations more strikingly than
the new music,” said The National Observ-
er. “It echoes all the other manifestations
of youth’s rebellion against the established
order—the hippie movement, drug use,
social protest . . . widespread rejection of
religion and moral convention, and chronic
aversion to combs, barbers and beauty
shops.” Not only is there the loud, pulsat-
ing beat, but the lyrics of many rock n’
roll songs blaspheme the Creator, pour
contempt on parents, preach rebellion,
encourage immorality and the use of
dangerous drugs. As one song says:
“Living for today because tomorrow
may never happen.” Thus a large
part of rock 'n’ roll stars and their
fans share what one writer
called a “manic disregard for
the future.” This, of course, is
the “wisdom” of this old sys-
tern, which the Bible describes
at James 3:15 as “earthly, ani-

mal, demonic.”
9So all these changes and
happenings have
had a profound
effect upon
youths. Two
world wars have
plagued this gen-
eration, and this
fact cannot be
concealed from youths. “We have had two
world wars—two fatal mistakes—and
youth knows it,” said the Philippine’s for-
eign minister, Carlos P. Romulo. “They
want to fashion their own world after their
own dreams.” Today’s youths are living
more than ever before in whatis called “the
age of violence,” and this violence contin-
ues to reach new peaks. To offset the ha-
treds of the world, many youths stage what
are called “love-ins” or they seek a life of
escapism through drugs. They show con-
9. What cannot be concealed from youths, and how do
many youths react to present unsatisfactory conditions?
THE WATCHTOWER — MAY 1, 1974



tempt for the Establishment by following
what is called the “new morality,” which is
no morality at all. Rebellion against past
“standards” of social conduct is the battle
cry of many of the world’s young people.

ADULT FAILURE A REASON

DIt is evident to young people that
adults in general have failed to set the ideal
example for youths. “We see the world as
a huge rumble as it swiftly goes by with
wars, poverty, prejudice, and the lack of
understanding among people and nations,”
wrote a fifteen-year-old boy from Texas.
In this essay the boy further observes,
“We see the huge rat race of arguing
people trying to beat their fellow man
out. All this builds up, causing unrest be-
tween nations and in the home.” Thus
adult failure is a big reason for the genera-
tion gap.

11 Many adults, for example, though pro-
fessing to be Christians, have turned away
from the Bible; they seldom if ever read it
and do not follow its principles. So what
incentive, even to look into the Bible, do
such parents give their children? More-
over, the youths hear clergymen of all
kinds of religious denominations down-
grade the Bible, speak of it as “myth,”
and so forth. As historian Arnold Toynbee
said: “In the past, we were told what the
truth was. This is the Bible, this is the
truth about God and the world.” Now, we
don’t know the truth about the most
important things. Children are going to
question things because their parents
guestion things.”—

2The hypocrisy of many adults is what
troubles so many youths. A seventeen-
year-old high-school honor student com-
mented on this worldly society. Writing in
the Chicago Tribune of April 26,1970, this
10, 11. (a) What is a big reason for the generation gap,
as youths themselves see it? (b) What adult attitude
toward the Bible has contributed to the generation gap?
12. What did a seventeen-year-old student say about the

ﬁresent adult generation and its worldly religion, and
ow does this relate to the generation gap?
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teen-ager said, under the heading “Voice of
Youth”:

“Teen-agers easily see thru the double
standards of their elders. Six days a week
they see them directly or indirectly covet,
lie, steal, and worship a false god, the al-
mighty dollar. Then, come Sunday or Satur-
day, these same people suddenly become
thoughtful for an horn- or so while attending
religious services. The remainder of the
day they continue hypocritical ways. . . .
Sometimes parents don’t even try to hide
the fact they belong to a religious group only
for the social prestige or to avoid disap-
proval of peers. Teen doubts about religion
also stem from general observations. The
vast array of religious organizations with so
many opposing and contradicting views,
each claiming to be the chosen church,
makes a teen from even the most religious
background think twice about the value of
pursuing a religious life.”

The hypocrisy and contradictions of world-
ly religion thus do not escape notice by
teen-agers, and this failure of religion and
of the adult generation widens the gap be-
tween older persons and youths. Youths of
the world, in seeing these things, take off

f March 18, 1969.

Young folks see the hypocrisy of those who
pretend to be religious one day of the week
and who gossip and cheat at other times
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in a different direction, seeking a better
way of life.

YOUTHS’ RESPONSIBILITY

life that the adults of this world have
created for themselves. But a Christian
must draw different conclusions than do
the youths of the world. He knows that

B Butin going their own way and seekthe “love of money is a root of all sorts of

ing something different, have youths found
the happiness they seek? Not really, and in
widening the generation gap they miss out
on the joy of communicating with their
parents. The gulf between parents and
youths has widened to the point where, in
many families, it seems impossible to
build a bridge of communication between
the two generations. As one twenty-two-
year-old Hollywood starlet said: “It’s hope-
less now between my parents and me. . ..
We still communicate, but we have to
censor things. . . . It’s just that there’s an
incredible gap, and they think my genera-
tion is crazy.” But we ask: What does this
starlet and others like her have with their
“free love” and different view of things?
Do they have peace of mind with content-
ment? Do they have hope in the future?
That same girl says: “Today | am terrified
at the thought of being thirty. The thought
of age, and even more the thought of
dying, overwhelms me. And because I'm
not religious, 1 have nothing to cling to
when death comes.” Does this sound like
the way of happiness?

14How different it is with a Christian
youth, for he has the hope of living forever
in God’s new order of righteousness! (2 Pet.
3:13; Rev. 21:3-5) He is not terrified at the
thought of being thirty years old! Why
should he be? He has the hope of an eter-
nity of time ahead of him, if he obeys his
Creator now and continues to do so. (Eccl.
12:1, 13; Titus 1:2) Moreover, he can see
the hypocrisy of the materialistic way of
13. (a) How does a young movie starlet describe the
present-day generation gap, and so what joy is bein
missed? (b) In going their own way, have youths foun
%Biupeajppmess they seek, and what about hope in the
14, 15. (a) What different view of the future do Chris-
tian youths have, and what different conclusions do they

draw? (b) For a grand future, what must Christian
youths avoid, this requiring what struggle?
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injurious things” and that many persons
have “stabbed themselves all over with
many pains” by loving money and the
things it will buy. (1 Tim. 6:10) He also
abhors hatred and violence, and he shows
it by unselfishly doing good to others, even
loving his enemies, and not by selfish grati-
fication of his own sensual appetites.—Gal.
6:10; Matt. 5:44; Col. 3:5.

15So for Christian youths there will be a
grand tomorrow if they avoid “the spirit of
the world” and its generation gap! (1 Cor.
2:12) However, it means a tremendous
struggle for young people. They have to
put up a real battle against tendencies,
temptations, enticements, allurements and
pressures that their parents may never
have had when they were young. More
than ever before it is necessary to “put up
a hard fight for the faith that was once
for all time delivered to the holy ones.”
—Jude 3.

I®Actually a great responsibility for
avoiding the generation gap in the home
rests on youths. How, then, will you who
are Christian youths discharge this respon-
sibility? First of all, do what the apostle
Paul says at Romans 12:2: “Quit being
fashioned after this system of things, but
be transformed by making your mind over,
that you may prove to yourselves the good
and acceptable and perfect will of God.”
This has to do with how you think on
matters. What is your attitude toward
materialism? What do you think about the
use of drugs for “kicks” or as an escape
from the troubles of the world? What do
you think of the immorality and promis-
cuousness of modem society? What do you
16, 17. (a) Upon whom does a great responsibility rest
for avoiding the generation gap? (b) How should Chris-

tian youths think on matters so as to avoid a generation
gap and its disastrous results?

THE WATCHTOWER — MAY 1, 1974



think of the music and entertainment
sought after by youths of the world?

17You must not, you cannot, think on
these matters as adults and youths think
who are part of this wicked system of
things. The way we act starts with how we
think. “Quit being fashioned [in your
thinking] after this system of things.” Re-
sist worldly thinking and pressures: “Don’t
let the world around you squeeze you into
its own mold.” (Rom. 12:2, J. B. Phillips’
translation) Fashioning your thinking by
the Word of God is the most important
step if you will keep yourself in line with
the “acceptable and perfect will of God”
and avoid a generation gap.—1 Pet. 1:14"
16; Eph. 4:2224~.

18  You young people who want to do th

will of God should cultivate a love for
God’s Word the Bible. Study it, ponder over
what it says, treasure up its truths, obey
its commandments and live by its princi-
pies of righteousness. Do what Proverbs 3:
57" says: “Trust in Jehovah with all your
heart and do not lean upon your own
understanding. In all your ways take notice
of him, and he himself will make your
paths straight. Do not become wise in your
own eyes. Fear Jehovah and turn away
from bad.” What does it mean to ‘take
notice of Jehovah’ in all your ways? It
means to acknowledge Jehovah, especially
by doing what he says we should do, to
follow his ways. If you do that, he will
direct and guide your paths and you will
have good success and enjoy divine favor.

1Following that good advice, you will
not become rebellious because of the many
evils of this present system of things. You
well know that this wicked system of
things cannot be reformed, so there is no
need to become heated up in anger and
engage in violent protest. To the contrary,
listen to and follow the wise counsel of
18. What good counsel should young people follow If
they wish to have success?

19. 'What should be the Christian youths” attitude toward
the evils of this worldly system?
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Psalm 37:8, 9: “Let anger alone and leave
rage; do not show yourself heated up only
to do evil. For evildoers themselves will be
cut off, but those hoping in Jehovah are
the ones that will possess the earth.”

BENEFIT FROM THE OLDER ONES
IN GOD’S ORGANIZATION

DAre you young folks among “those
hoping in Jehovah,” and who will shortly
now be “the ones that will possess the
earth”? If so, there is another Bible com-
mandment you must not overlook. At
Ephesians 6:2, 3 Christian youths are told:
““Honor your father and your mother’;
which is the first command with a prom-
ése: That it may go well with you and you
may endure a long time on the earth.””
Especially is this important if your father
and mother are dedicated, baptized fol-
lowers of God’s Son, Jesus Christ, for then
they are part of that large adult segment of
God’s organization to whom 1 Peter 5:5
refers when it says: “You younger men, be
in subjection to the older men.” The prin-
ciple is also stated at Leviticus 19:32: “Be-
fore gray hair you should rise up, and you
must show consideration for the person of
an old man.”

2LlHere, then, is a basic Bible truth that
applies both to you younger ones and to
you older ones if you believe the Bible.
There must not be a generation gap be-
tween you, as there is in the world. You
youths should put real confidence in these
adults in the Christian congregation, espe-
dally the “older men” or elders. Like many
of you, they too are dedicated servants of
the Most High God. The main difference
is that they have many more years of
experience—experience from which you

20. What should be the attitude of Christian youths
toward their parents ‘in the Lord' and the older men
in God's organization?

21. How and why can Christian youths benefit from
older ones in God's organization?
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can profit, if only you will ask them for
their advice and counsel. If you have never
repaired an auto you can certainly learn
a lot from the oldtimer who has spent
much of his life as a mechanic. If you have
never made a dress, you can avoid many
pitfalls and learn the shortcuts to success
as a seamstress from a mother who has
made the family’s clothes for many years.
Profit by the experience of older ones,
who have a more balanced outlook on life.
Their experience has changed their sense
of values. The older folks were young once;
they know what that is like. But you
younger ones have never been old yet and
so you know nothing of the outlook on life
that comes with older years. So appreciate
the benefit that comes from those with
older years.

22Some worldly young folks today say
they are willing to talk to people over
thirty years of age, but only if the older
ones refrain from giving advice. It is this
spirit that makes many youths victims of
the generation gap. But you Christian
youths, do not be that way. Do not resent
helpful advice, just because you did not ask
for it! Sometimes we do not know that we
need counsel. At a time like that it is most
helpful when some mature one kindly
speaks up and offers it to us. It can save us
heartaches if we listen to counsel. Tragedy
can often be avoided.—Prov. 10:17; 12:1;
13:18; 15:31-33.

2B 0Often young people go to their youth-
ful companions and seek their advice and
counsel, ignoring what their parents and
older men who are Christians say. Such
youths remind one of young King Reho-
boam. You can read about him in First
Kings, chapter twelve. After the death of
22. What worldly attitude makes many youths victims
of the generation gap, and so how can Christian youths
avoid tragedy?
23. What mistake do_many(}/oung people make when it
comes to seeking advice, and what Bible example shows
the unwisdom of this course?
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his father Solomon, Rehoboam asked for,
but then ignored, the advice of the older
men who had been advisers and counselors
to his father. Rehoboam also went to the
young men with whom he grew up and
asked their counsel and advice. They of-
fered him bad advice and encouraged him
to take a harsh, unkind course of action.
The result? In following the advice of the
younger persons instead of the older men,
King Rehoboam lost five sixths of his king-
dom, and he had nothing but sorrow and
trouble the rest of his life.

240n the other hand, there was an older
man, the apostle Paul, who did not hesitate
to give the young man Timothy good coun-
sel, which he gladly accepted and from
which he greatly benefited. How many of
you Christian youths are Timothys at
heart?—1 Tim. 4:12-16.

550, all you young people, benefit from
the good counsel of the mature ones who
are Jehovah’s witnesses. Work hard at
avoiding the generation gap and becoming
victims of it. Being a victim means only
disappointment and death. The apostle
John wrote: “The world is passing away
and so is its desire, but he that does the
will of God remains forever.”—1 John 2:
15-17.

26Do you want to remain forever? Of
course you do! Then do the will of God.
Stick close to his Word and his organiza-
tion of dedicated, baptized people. And
think of the rewards that can be yours
if you avoid the generation gap! Right now
you can enjoy many happy experiences if
only you will reach out and seize hold of
the theocratic privileges being extended
to Christian youths. And in the future?

24, 25. (a) What Christian youth of the first century
ladly accepted good counsel from an older man?
%b) Why should Christian youths work hard at avoiding
the generation gap?

26, 27. What are the rewards for avoiding the generation
gap, and what question now needs to be considered?
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Well, Proverbs 3:1, 2 says: “My son, my
law do not forget, and my commandments
may your heart observe, because length
of days and years of life and peace will
be added to you.”

Z'Parents, however, can do much to
prevent a generation gap from arising in
the first place. The following article will
help them to discharge their responsibility
to the rising generation.

Generation Gap IN YOUR HOME

"Train up a boy according to the way for him; even when
he grows old he will not turn aside from it."-Prov. 22:6.

HkDULTS today cannot escape their
C /1 share of blame for the worldwide
generation gap. Many parents, for exam-
pie, have shown an overly permissive at-
titude toward their children, with bad re-
suits. (Prov. 29:15) Not only has there
been a resultant generation gap, but young
people who “have gone their own way”
have often made a mess of their lives. In
fact, we now live in what has been called
“the Age of the Slob.” Recently, Theodore
M. Black, a member of the New York
State Board of Regents, while discussing
Regents examinations as yardsticks for
measuring educational accomplishment, ex-
pressed this thought:

2“At least in part because of our own
negligence and permissiveness we find our-
selves living in what | am compelled to
label the Age of the Slob—a time when
slovenliness in personal hygiene, appear-
ance, speech and habits, immorality and
obscenity publicly flaunted, a slothful dis-
interested shoddiness in the performance
of one’s tasks and a monumental self-
centeredness which manifests itself not
merely in discourtesy but in a churlish dis-
regard of the rights of others and the nice-
1, 2. (a) Who cannot escape a share of the blame for

the generation gap, and why? (b) What comment has
been made about many of today's youths?
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ties of human relationships in a truly civ-
ilized society—all seem to be the order of
the day.”—New York Times, June 24,1972.

3 Parents who care about their children

do not want them to grow up that way.
But if a child is to grow up with high moral
standards, showing Christian qualities, in-
eluding industriousness, kindness, good-
ness and love, the Christian parent can-
not wait till the child is old enough to
go to school to train him in the right way
—God’s way. No, but as was true with
the young Christian man Timothy, so it
is advisable today. Of him, the apostle Paul
said: “From infancy you have known the
holy writings, which are able to make you
wise for salvation through the faith in
connection with Christ Jesus.” (2 Tim. 3:
15) It is important to start training chil-
3. If a child is to grow up with fine Christian qualities,
what must the parents do, and when?
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dren, then, when they are infants. Godly
principles are not born into children. In-
stead, “foolishness is tied up with the
heart of a boy; the rod of discipline is
what will remove it far from him.” (Prov.
22:15) From an early age they need prop-
er training and discipline to counteract
wrong tendencies.

is during the first four or five years of
life that a child’s development is most rap-
id and most subject to modification. Dur-
ing this period a child acquires the abili-
ties on which his later abilities will be
based. Perhaps 20 percent of those basic
abilities are developed before his first
birthday, perhaps half before he reaches

4  That is why the Bible counsels: “Trairfour.”

up a boy according to the way for him;
even when he grows old he will not turn
aside from it.” (Prov. 22:6) Or as the New
English Bible renders that verse: “Start
a boy on the right road, and even in old
age he will not leave it.” Another trims-
lation of this verse reads: “Educate a
child according to his life requirements;
even when he is old he will not veer from
it.”—The New Berkeley Version.

*However, some parents might say: “I
know of children who were trained in the
Bible’s ways, but they turned out bad.”
Does the deviation of some youths from
God’s truths nullify the scripture? No!
What the Bible has stated at Proverbs 22:
6 is a general rule. There are exceptions,
just as there are exceptions to what is
stated at Proverbs 15:1: “An answer, when
mild, turns away rage, but a word causing
pain makes anger to come up.” This is
not always true; sometimes a person will
continue in his angry way no matter how
mild our answer might be. But the rule
is a good one and brings excellent results
in the majority of cases.

6  The general rule applies: there is grea

benefit in training up a boy or girl in Je-
hovah’s ways from infancy. Early training
is vital, because the first four or five years
of a child’s life are crucial ones. During
this time his mental patterns and abilities
are becoming established. Says Dr. Joseph
M. Hunt of the University of Illinois: “It
4, 5. (@) What fine counsel does Proverbs 22:6 give?
b) When there are exceptions to what is stated in
od’s Word, why does this not nullify the scripture?

6, 7. Why is early training of children so vital, and
with what likely result?
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T Taking the time, then, to instill godly
principles into young children is vital. The
results will be that, if the child has a good
heart, he will go in the right way when
older. He is helped to avoid being a vie-
tim of the widespread generation gap.
—Eph. 6:4; Deut. 6:6, 7.

KEEP THE CHANNEL- OF
COMMUNICATION OPEN

8There are many things that parents
can do to establish and maintain the chan-
nel of communication with their children.
Generally, family ties are stronger if par-
ents provide close personal supervision, in-
stead of relying largely on training from
schools, relatives, nurses, and so forth. It
is important to begin as early as possible
to talk freely with a child. Equally im-
portant is the need to answer a child’s
questions, especially from God’s Word the
Bible, when that is possible. (2 Tim. 3:16,
17) This requires listening with genuine
regard to what a youngster has to say.
So you parents need to learn to listen. Find
out what your child’s problems are. Never
{hink that his problems are too trifling for
you to bother with.

"Communication is maintained better
when parents keep in mind that children
are not perfect, even as they themselves
are not perfect. In fact, a youngster has
to be prepared for imperfections—in him-
self, in his family, and in others. So it is
8. What can parents do to establish and maintain the
channel of communication with their children?

9, 10. (@) How can a youngster be prepared to face
life realistically? (b) How can parents encourage their
children and maintain free communication?
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well to bring up a child with full realiza-
tion that he will make mistakes. This is
unavoidable in imperfection and in this
system of things. (Ps. 51:5; Rom. 3:23;
Jas. 3:2) But parents can encourage their
child to keep on improving, and to keep
working at cultivating Christian qualities.
(Col. 3:12-15) Give credit and praise when
such are due.

10To facilitate free communication be-
tween parents and children, it is beneficial
for the family to share meals together
rather than developing the habit of eating
separately. Regular conversing at meals
improves family communication.

sions of their problems in communicating
with their parents. One teen-age girl re-
vealed: “My sister’s the type that is always
volunteering to help. Honestly—she likes
housework. Then my mother says to me,
‘Look how much your sister does. Why
can’t you be like her?’” This teen-age girl
found such comparisons to be discourag-
ing and hampered communication with her
parents.

13 Another girl commented: “It isn’t fair.

I'll carry out the trash and do the dishes
and straighten my room, and the next day
my mother says, ,Good grief, the dog does
more around here than you do.” Other kids

1 Parents need to express and encouragget compared to their brothers and sis-

continuing love. The strong bond of love
will unite Christian families. (Eph. 5:25;
Titus 2:4) With love the channel of com-
munication remains open. Sometimes chil-
dren become self-centered if the parents
are always speaking critically of others,
downgrading others, or digging up what is
bad. (Prov. 12:18; 16:27) But parents who
smooth over the foibles and faults of oth-
ers, and who take a kind, loving attitude,
help their children to be loving and forgiv-
ing, and to take an interest in other peo-
pie. (Eph. 4:32) When parents show hos-
pitality, even asking their children, “What
can we do for So and So?” they are not
only building up the joy of giving but also
keeping open the channel of communica-
tion, so necessary in preventing a gener-
ation gap. If parents learn God’s truth
when the children are in the teens, a steady
effort will help to reopen the lines of com-
munication.

UNFAVORABLE COMPARISONS
TEND TO BE SELF-DEFEATING

121t is interesting to note what young
people say when there are group discus-

11. What can parents do to keep the channel of com-
munication open and to prevent children from becoming
self-centered ?
12, 13. What comments have some young people made
when discussing their problems in communicating with
their parents?
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ters, but | even get compared to the dog.”
14Most parents, of course, know that
children in the same family will differ in
likes and dislikes and in personalities and
gualities. Yet at times, especially when
under pressure, parents may forget that
very thing, as they try to motivate one
youth to imitate others whose behavior is
more desirable in a certain respect. But
such efforts are likely to be self-defeating.
Says the volume Today’s Teen-Agers:
“Teachers have found that unfavorable
comparisons tend to discourage rather
than inspire students in the classroom.”
BParents do well to imitate the elders
in the Christian congregation who always
endeavor to apply Bible principles. These
older men know how unwise it would be
to compare one Christian to another, or
to ask a person: “Why can't you do more?
Brother So and So, who has more respon-
sibilities than you, does this and this.”
Would such a comparison inspire any
Christian? Or would it discourage?
13And what if such unfavorable com-
14. (a) When trying to encourage their children, what
might parents forget at times? §b) How do teen-agers
in school generally respond to unfavorable comparisons?
15-18. (a) How might_pz_arents benefit from the example
of elders in the Christian congregation and from the
viewpoint expressed by Jesus as recorded at Matthew
13:23? (b) To whom as examples are all in the Christian

congregation encouraged to look? (c) So, how should
Christian parents want to treat their children?
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parisons were made publicly, in the hear-
ing of others? Would not this have a
doubly discouraging effect, proving to be
utterly self-defeating as a means for en-
couraging someone?

1 Elders in the Christian congregation
do not make such comparisons. They know
that the Lord Jesus Christ spoke favorably
of those Christians sharing the good news
of God’s Word, whether thirtyfold, sixty-
fold or a hundredfold. (Matt. 13:23) More-
over, in the Christian congregation, elders
encourage the congregation to “become
imitators of God, as beloved children,” also
to be imitators of Christ, and to imitate
fellow Christians only as they imitate
Christ. (Eph. 5:1; 1 Cor. 11:1) From this
we see that the ones we should look to
and measure ourselves with should be Je-
hovah God and the Lord Jesus Christ. The
faithful example of fellow Christians can
encourage us, but comparisons with other
Christians are not to be used to make us
think we are inferior to or better than
others. (2 Cor. 10:12; Gal. 6:4) We look
to the perfect examples to imitate.

18So, since it has proved unwise in the
Christian congregation, as well as in world-
ly schoolrooms, to make unfavorable com-
parisons rather than treating all as indi-
viduals, Christian parents who want to
avoid a generation gap do well to think
twice before using such comparisons.

SPEND TIME WITH YOUR CHILDREN

BParents need to show loving concern
for their children. They cannot expect
their children to turn outwell if they them-
selves are lovers of pleasures or of wealth
more than lovers of their own children.
(1 Tim. 6:9, 10) Thus, regarding a teen-
ager who became a victim of the gener-
ation gap and who went wrong, we are told:
“Leon was alienated from his parents, both
19217, Why Is it so important for parents to show loving
concern for their children by spending time with them,

and what have some authorities said about the conse-
quences of parental neglect?
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of whom worked and who were too busy
to give him the attention he craved.”

20Today’s way of life with its many
pressures and distractions makes it hard
for parents to spend time with their chil-
dren. But time has to be spent. Professor
Urie Bronfenbrenner in the book
Worlds of Childhood: U.8. and
contends that too many parents have with-
drawn from the lives of their children,
leaving a moral vacuum that is filled by
their peers and television. Writes Dr.
Bronfenbrenner:

“We are experiencing a breakdown in the
process of making human beings human.
What is needed is a change in our ways of
living that will once again bring adults
back into the lives of children and children
back into the lives of adults.... If adults do
not once again become involved in the lives
of our children, there is trouble ahead.”

21And McCann wrote in Delinquency—
Sickness or Sin?: “The dockets of our ju-
venile courts . . . reveal in one child after
another a common experience: parental in-
difference, neglect, rejection.”

2 Trouble came to one well-known forty-

four-year-old television entertainer whose
sons turned to drugs. He explained later
to the press: “The average father doesn’t
lead my life, but it’s the same thing. He
goes to work, comes home, says he doesn’t
want to hear about the little problems be-
cause he’s had a tough day at the office,
puts on the television and then goes to bed.
... I see successful men running companies
with hundreds of men; they know how to
deal with every situation, how to disci-
pline and reward in the business world.
But the biggest business they are running
is their family and they fail it___ I thought
because | was a success at an early age,
I knew it all. I knew nothing.”—New York
Times, August 1, 1972, p. 26.

22. What happened to the sons of a television enter-
tainer when he failed to sEend enough time with them,

and how did he describe the situation with himself and
many fathers?
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BThus, when children are left on their
own and little interest is shown in them
and their activities, a generation gap re-
suits, with serious consequences. Recent-
ly the findings of a veteran San Anto-
nio, Texas, narcotics detective-investigator
were made public. After nine months as
an undercover agent gathering informa-
tion, he learned that many young people
taking drugs seemed to make no attempt
to conceal the fact that they were users
of drugs. The conclusion reached by this
investigator was that the use of drugs by
the young is, to a large degree, the re-
suit of parental indifference. He told of
young people talking about their parents’
giving them money and then leaving them
alone to do as they wished on weekends.
“It seems like the Kkids couldn’t under-
stand why their parents didnt want to
spend time with them,” said the detective-
investigator.—San Antonio News, January
28, 1972.

2 How important it is, then, for parents
to spend time with their children! Spend-
ing time together makes communication
natural, and helps parents to get the
youngsters’ views. Much good results when
the father spends time with both sons and
daughters in working around the home.
Sharing in work, as well as in recreation,
trains the family to enjoy things with
others, not just pursuing personal inter-
ests.

5AnNd, of course, spending time togeth-
er in private and in congregational Bible
instruction is vital. God established that
principle in ancient Israel. He commanded
parents, not only to teach children God’s
ways at home, but also to take their chil-
dren with them when going to the assem-
blies that were held for the purpose of
worshiping and praising Jehovah. The di-
23. What did one investigator find as to the consequences
of ;arental indifference?

24-26. (a) When might parents advantageously spend
time with their children? (b) What principle did God

establish in ancient Israel that relates to “little ones"
in Christian families today?
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vine command through Moses was: “Con-
gregate the people, the men and the women
and the little ones ... in order that they
may listen and in order that they may
learn, as they must fear Jehovah your
God and take care to carry out all the
words of this law.” The “little ones” were
not left at home. Likewise today children
need to accompany their parents to attend
meetings of the Christian congregation.
—Deut. 31:12, 13; Neh. 12:43; Luke 2:
41507; Matt. 19:13, 14.

DHParents who follow God’s Word have
divine wisdom to help them to rear their
children, and if they train their children
up in the way they should go, spending
time with them, teaching them to be imi-
tators of God and of his beloved Son, they
will likely succeed.

WATCHING THEIR ASSOCIATION

27Parents who want their children to
avoid being victims of the generation gap,
with consequential plunges into the abyss
of drug taking or immorality, need to ap-
predate the importance of watching the
young ones’ associations. The Bible clearly
states the principle for success: “Do not be
misled. Bad associations spoil useful hab-
its.” “Bad company ruins good morals”
( Revised Standard Version).—1 Cor. 15:
33.

28What the apostle Paul is warning
against here is not mere contact with
worldly persons. How so? Well, what is
association? The Greek term means “being
in company with” or “a having intercourse
with.” The English word is derived from
a Latin word meaning “joined to, united
with,” “joined with, allied.” In other words,
you become a companion or an ally of
someone whose companionship you are
seeking. It is fraternizing, entering into
the pursuits and pleasures of those with
2729°. (a) What Scriptural principle did the apostle Paul

state about association? (b) What is association, and
when is it bad?
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whom you are associating. This is a bad
thing if the association is with worldly
persons, since good morals and habits will
suffer.

st Sometimes parents find out in the hard
way that watching their children’s asso-
ciation is the key to avoiding heartache.
But why learn things in the hard way?
Jehovah’s Word contains the guidance
that parents need to bring up children sue-
cessfully.

BLESSINGS FROM RIGHT TRAINING

OWhat rewards there are for par-
ents who train up their children in the
way they should go! They attain to great
joy and avoid the grief and heartache
and shame that are certain to come when
a child becomes a victim of the gener-
ation gap and goes his own way. (Prov.
17:21; 29:15) During a class discussion
of social problems in a girls’ class at
high school the matter of the generation
gap was introduced. The discussion was
one-sided, so the girls were invited to
bring their parents at the next session.
The parents of a Witness student arranged
to be present. Said the father:

"We were the only parents present. Two
teachers were also present. The discussion
began by the girls’ raising their hands and
asking questions when called upon by us.
The girls were interested in our attitudes
toward discipline, punishment, freedom, rec-
reation, causes for the generation gap, and

a) What rewards come to parents who give their
chll ren right training from infancy? (b) How is this
illustrated by an experience in high school?

V'

so forth. Our answers were based on the
Bible, to which we referred as the occasion
required.

“We pointed out that when a family lives
by Bible principles there is no generation
gap. The girls appeared to be deeply im-
pressed, and at the end of the forty-minute
period asked if we could stay for a second
period, which we did.

“It was obvious to the girls that there was
no communication gap in our home. After
we left, some of the girls commented to our
daughter that they wished they could trade
parents with her. Many agreed that they
would rather live in a home where there was
discipline coupled with love than in a home
where parents and children could not com-
municate.”

8lYes, the Bible’s excellent principles
furnish the bridge over which parents and
children can intercommunicate, while re-
alizing that both adults and teen-agers are
children of a Great Father who knows
how to discipline in love. So train children
from infancy, and do your best to keep
the channel of communication open, en-
couraging them, not by self-defeating un-
favorable comparisons, but with the High-
est Examples for us to imitate. Spend time
with your children, and watch their asso-
ciation. Then the blessings for such right
training will be yours, for “the father of
a righteous one will without fail be joyful;
the one becoming father to a wise one will
also rejoice in him. Your father and your
mother will rejoice, and she that gave
birth to you will be joyful.”—Prov. 23:
24, 25.

31. Restate the fine principles that will help parents to
prevent a generation gap in their home.

I

]

» The danger caused to children by excessive TV viewing may be more than
wrong moral influences and a factor in the generation gap. Phyllis Dolhinow
of the University of California, at Berkeley, explains: "The child sits passively
in front of a television set, uninvolved in social interaction or creative use
of the intellect.” Referring to such children as. ‘telly dunces/ the London
Daily Mirror noted the concern of British scientists for many aged nine to
eleven whose reading age is less than six. “They are likely to wind up as
illiterate adults—because they come from homes where their main . . . source
of information is television and pop records.”
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Insight on

* In March a joint commission of Roman Cath-
otic and Lutheran theologians of the United
States issued a statement that
the ‘primacy, of the pope’

Barrier  need no longer be a “barrier
to reconciliation” of their re-
Down? spective churches.

Many today do not real-

ize that the sixteenth-century

Protestant breakaway was more of a protest
against Church government than against doc-
trine. Back in the fifth century, Leo “the Great,”
bishop of Rome, had claimed superiority over

all other bishops. Enforcing this, the fifteenth~”

century Council of Florence officially pro-
nounced the bishop of Rome to be *“the
true vicar [administrative representative] of
Christ,” having “full power of feeding, ruling,
and governing the whole Church.” Protestants
of the following century rejected such papal
rule as unscriptural. Any hope of reconcilia-
tion darkened when, in July 1870, Vatican
Council | took the further step of declaring
that the pope was “infallible” in defining
doctrine of faith and morals.

How, then, does this Catholic-Lutheran
commission a hundred years later propose
that the impasse be solved? First, Lutherans
would be asked to accept the pope’s primacy
in the sense of his being a ‘special minister’
having a ‘special responsibility’ and as sym-
bolizing the global Christian unity. Then, the
Roman Catholic Church would be asked to
accept the Lutherans as a self-governing
“sister-church” in a “larger communion.” The
issue of papal infallibility? Well, the theolo-
gians would just leave that for ‘future decision.’

Unity of true Christians is both Scriptural
and desirable. It comes, however, not by
compromise and evasion, but by holding to
the straight teaching of God’s Word. The
Bible makes no man, but only Christ Jesus
the head of the Christian congregation or
church— 1 Cor. 3:11; Eph. 5:23.

¢ Recently, through books, newspaper reports
and motion pictures, there have been at-
tempts to tie in the Bible with
an imagined “space visit”
to earth some thousands of
years ago. Ezekiel chapter
one, containing a vision of
a celestial chariot, is high-
lighted in the attempt to prove existence of
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Fantasies

the News

spacecraft millenniums ago. Supposedly based
on this, “scientific” drawings of such space-
ship have been published.

Comparison between the claims and the
facts shows the absurdity of the whole idea.
In one case, “four living creatures” described
by Ezekiel become— in the “scientist’s” mind
— four propulsion motors for the spacecraft!
Ezekiel chapter ten shows that they were—
not metal propulsion motors— but “cherubs,”
living angelic messengers of God. The pro-
phetic vision is clearly symbolic, not of a
space venture, but of divine destruction then
approaching apostate Jerusalem.

Similarly, many puzzles of the past— aston-
ishingly immense constructions found in an-
cient civilizations; their amazingly fine work
in metals; their astronomical calculations—
are piled together in an effort to support the
theory of a visit by superintelligent persons
from outer space. But today’s ignorance of
ancient capabilities does not prove the theory
of the moneymaking books and films. The
problem lies largely with the false idea that
man has been “evolving," a theory that fails to
credit men of the past with the intelligence the
Bible shows they possessed.— Gen. 4:21, 22.

All of which goes to show that what makes
money today does not necessarily make sense.

e The way people use their leisure time is a

fair index of what their set of values is. There
was a time when people used
evening hours for family as-
sociation and recreation, for
reading, including the read-
ing of the Bible. What is the
situation today?

A recent Gallup poll in the United States
posed the question, “What is your favorite
way of spending an evening?” Of those in-
terviewed, almost half listed “watching tele-
vision.” Less than one out of seven preferred
reading, only one out of ten included “en-
gaging in family activities at home.” One
wonders, too, what type of reading is done
by those who do prefer it. The improbability of
its including any consideration of God’s Word
is indicated by the fact that less than one out
of thirty gave *attendance at religious meet-
ings’ as a preferred way of spending an
evening. The rule applies to the use of leisure
time also that ‘you reap what you sow.*
— Gal. 6:7.
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WHAT KIND OF A

«V TEWS reports from various lands
x tell of weddings taking many
forms. For instance, two German aero-
bats were wed while on a trapeze high
above a town square. Then there was a
pair of skydivers who parachuted to
earth, followed by a priest who married
them on the spot where they landed.
Though these may be rare, publicity-
motivated examples, more and more
couples desiring to marry have decided
to express their individuality in other
ways. Such “individualists” have ob-
served that many conventional weddings
are extremely formal and costly affairs,
where the emphasis is placed on eti-
quette, seemingly endless details and
custom-bound ritual just to impress
friends and relatives. Without question
such preoccupation with “showy dis-
play” often detracts from the reeil sig-
nificance and pleasure of the occasion.
In rebellion against such, the so-called
“New Wedding” has developed in the
past decade. In it the couple often dis-
regard established customs and the opin-
ions of their conservative seniors. They

274

may get married on a mountainside, at the
beach or in a cave, instead of in a church or
a judge’s chambers. At a “New Wedding” the
couple might read a piece of poetry instead
of repeating the conventional wedding vows
(imitating a wedding staged in a recent mo-
tion picture). At one such wedding near Los
Angeles, California, a couple recited the fol-
lowing:

“l do my thing, and you do your thing. | am

not in this world to live up to your expectations.

And you are not in this world to live up to
mine. You are you and | am | and if by chance
wa find each other, it's beautiful.””

Now, in your opinion, no doubt, both ex-
tremes are undesirable. Likely you will agree
that there is no need to be an abject slave
of the *“rules of etiquette” covering every
detail. But you also probably believe that a
wedding should not be a *“do-it-yourself”
stunt that disregards the feelings of others
and the nature and dignity of the occasion.

What, then, is a reasonable course between
these extremes? When planning a wedding,
Christian witnesses of Jehovah give thought
to what is actually necessary and what will
be a modest and dignified wedding. That is
why observers are often impressed with what
they see when they attend weddings in King-
dom Halls.

EMPHASIS ON THE BIBLE
While the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Wit-

nesses is essentially a place where the con-
gregation meets for study of the Bible, some-
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times weddings are held there too.* This
is appropriate since the Bible itself shows
that marriage is a divine institution.
—Gen. 2:24.

As is fitting for a ceremony in the King-
dom !fell, a Scriptural talk is given on the
meaning of marriage and the privileges
and responsibilities of husband and wife.
Then, at the conclusion of the upbuilding
talk, there may be a vow taken or agreed
to, conforming to what the local law re-
quires.

In El Salvador and some other lands a
marriage cannot take place in a religious
building. It must be performed by a civil
magistrate, such as at the Alcaldia (may-
or’s office). Yet, in such lands Jehovah’s
witnesses will often follow that civil mar-
riage with a Scriptural talk at the King-
dom Hall. This, though not necessary, is a
fine step. The day of one’s wedding is a
happy time, and also an appropriate time
to have in mind the wise counsel from the
Originator of marriage—Ps. 119:1.

MARRIAGE VOW

As mentioned, sometimes local law re-
quires that the bride and groom make a
public statement or vow in the presence
of others, and Jehovah’s witnesses comply
with the law. But even in lands where it
is not required, it is often customary for
the couple to repeat or agree to a marriage
VOW.

The “New Wedding” example quoted
earlier illustrates that even in regard to
the marriage vow there is a trend to “do
your own thing.” Sometimes the couple
make up their own vow; in other cases the
clergyman does so. Thus in one church
the minister “married” two lesbhians for
“as long as there’s love.” Another pastor
married a naked couple, for “as long as
you dig it.”

e Naturally, a wedding and any preparation for it

would be arranged around the normal schedule of
services at the Hall.
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In refreshing contrast to such trends,
which dishonor the God-given state of
marriage, Jehovah’s witnesses use the fol-
lowing vow, as was recommended in The
Watchtower of March 15, 1969:

For the groom: I -----—-- take you-------—-- to
be my wedded wife, to love and to cherish
in accordance with the divine law as set
forth in the Holy Scriptures for Christian
husbands, for as long as we both shall live
together on earth according to God’s marital
arrangement.”

For the bride: “I -------- take you----—--—-- to

be my wedded husband, to love and to
cherish and deeply respect, in accordance
with the divine law as set forth in the Holy
Scriptures for Christian wives, for as long
as we both shall live together on earth
according to God’s marital arrangement.”

But is there more to a Kingdom Hall

wedding?

HAPPY, DIGNIFIED AND PERSONAL

One reporter observed: “The American
wedding is a reflection of our dominant
concerns: love and money, involving big
doses of romanticism and status-seeking.”
This may often be true in other lands too.
However, Christians in all lands place the
emphasis on the Biblical, spiritual aspects
of the wedding. This, in turn, helps them
to be moderate and balanced, to ‘let their
reasonableness be known to all.—Phil. 4:
5.

Does this mean that weddings at the
Kingdom Hall are all the same, or that
they are somber or spartan affairs? No,
not at all. These weddings are dignified yet
joyful occasions, just as weddings were in
Bible times. (Ps. 45:13-15; lsa. 62:5; Rev.
19:7, 8) Often there are special attire,
flowers and pleasant. Bible-based music
from the songbook used at the Kingdom
Hall; these all help to make it a festive
affair.

And there is variety according to indi-
vidual taste. In Bible times the bride was
decked with various ornaments and festive
garments. (lsa. 49:18; 61:10; Rev. 21:2)
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So too at a Kingdom Hall wedding, variety
may be observed in such things. For in-
stance, the bride may be wearing a special
bridal gown, or she may choose to wear
something that will also be suitable to wear
on future festive occasions.

There may be variety too as to those
participating in the wedding. In Lebanon
the bride and groom normally each have
one close friend to serve as a companion.
(Matt. 25:1; John 3:29) Usually those
chosen to be the very close companions on
this happy occasion are spiritual brothers
and sisters, ones also hoping to serve Je-
hovah eternally. Elsewhere, it may be cus-
tomary for a parent to appear in the wed-
ding party. But if there are no legal
requirements, just how the couple arrange
this aspect of their wedding can reflect
their personal taste.

Similarly, the couple can plan what they
would like as to other matters. Whether
they will exchange rings, come into the
hall in any certain way, have refreshments
at another location after the wedding, and
so forth, are things for them to decide.
They are aware of local customs, but need
not be slavishly bound to tradition.* More
important will be having a happy, digni-
fied wedding that all who attend will find
pleasant and spiritually upbuilding.

WHO MAY USE THE HALL?

There is, of course, no objection to Je-
hovah’s witnesses being married at a home
or in some place where civil marriages are
performed. But if they are interested in
having a wedding at the Kingdom Hall,
they should contact the congregation’s
committee of three ministers who are re-
sponsible for such matters.

These ministers will make sure that both
prospective mates are Scripturally free to
marry and are in good standing in the

* More detailed observations about wedding customs
appeared on pages 57 to 61 of The Watchtower of

January 15, 1969. Information about receptions was
published in the issue of May 1, 1969, pages 283 to 286.
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congregation. Also, they will determine
from the couple the type of ceremony they
have in mind. The committee recognize
that personal tastes differ, and they do
not want to impose their preferences on
anyone. Still they will check to make sure
that nothing planned seems as if it would
cause stumbling or take away from the
peace and unity of the congregation.
—1 Cor. 1:10; 14:33.

In line with the Bible’s clear counsel—
‘marry only in the Lord—Jehovah’s wit-
nesses definitely do not encourage the mar-
riage of a Christian to one who is not yet
baptized and serving Jehovah. (1 Cor. 7:
39) If someone does not follow that Bible
advice, he or she faces the likelihood of
many problems and much grief, as the
experiences of others have proved. (Neh.
13:25277) But would such a marriage be
permitted at the Kingdom Hall?

The committee of overseers are the ones
to decide on that. One case may involve a
new Christian who is going ahead with
plans to marry a person to whom he or
she was engaged before learning the truth
of God’s Word. In the next case the cir-
cumstances may be much different. Con-
sequently, each situation is weighed indi-
vidually. Since these ministers know the
facts and the possible reactions locally,
they can determine what is in the best in-
terest of all.

In certain instances couples who are still
studying the Bible with the Witnesses have
been wed at the Kingdom Hall. For ex-
ample, a couple in Denmark wanted to
have a wedding talk in a Kingdom Hall
near the home of the bride, before they
moved to his homeland, Spain. The min-
isters caring for the congregation gave
permission. They saw that the couple were
making real progress toward becoming
Christians and believed that the couple
and their friends and relatives would bene-
fit from the Bible counsel given in the
marriage talk.
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Hence, if you have occasion to attend a
wedding at a Kingdom Hall, you should
find it an enjoyable, dignified, happy and
spiritually beneficial affair. There may be
some features that reflect the local cus-

toms of the area. Other aspects will likely
evidence the personal tastes of the groom
and his bride. But you will also hear a
helpful and upbuilding talk about marriage
based on God’s inspired Word.

A JUDGMENT

THAT

BALANCES JUSTICE WITH MERCY

HEN you think of going before a
judge, what picture comes to your
mind?

Perhaps you envision a harsh, strict, un-
bending individual who listens to the
charges and the evidence against you, but
gives you no chance to explain your po-
sition and the reason for your failures.

This is the picture that the religious
churches of Christendom often paint of
Christ as judge. For example, a mural in
the Sistine Chapel in Rome depicts Christ
pronouncing judgment. He is making a
sweeping gesture as he utters condemna-
tion to the “damned” for their past sins,
sending them to a hell of eternal torment.
So harsh and terrifying is his expression
that his mother Mary, shown alongside
him, is cringing, as if she were more righ-
teous and merciful than he—that Christ’s
judgment is inhumanly cruel.

Nothing could be farther from the truth
than such a picture. Of the one appointed
as Head Judge, the apostle John wrote:
“He was full of undeserved kindness and
truth.” (John 1:14) And at the time of
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judgment he will have with him as asso-
ciate judges 144,000 heavenly persons, of
whom the Bible says: “No falsehood was
found in their mouths; they are without
blemish.”—Rev. 14:1, 5.

Furthermore, the Judgment Day the Bi-
ble describes is not one twenty-four-hour
day, in which all the billions of humanity
are paraded before the throne to have their
past sins rehearsed and to receive a final,
irrevocable judgment then and there. The
judgment day during which Christ and his
144,000 associates serve as judges occu-
pies a full thousand years.—Rev. 20:6,
12, 13.

WHAT IS A “JUDGE” IN THE BIBLE SENSE?

When we examine the Bible account,
we see that judges were not men who
merely sat to hear and weigh evidence and
then pronounced a judgment or sentence.
Judges were appointed as leaders, helpers,
deliverers of the people. (Judg. 2:18) They
not only judged violators of law; they also
helped the people to know and to apply
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God’s law in their lives—they were like
“fathers” to the people.

Take, for example, Judge Gideon. He
was an unassuming man, a farmer, but well
informed on the law. With three hundred
men of faith in God he delivered Israel out
of the oppressive hand of the Midianites.
Then he led and judged the nation in righ-
teousness for forty years, during which
time the land was without disturbance.
—Judg. chaps. 6-8.

Then there was Jephthah, an outcast
man, who relieved Israel from the oppres-
sion of the Ammonites. His zeal for God’
cause was so fervent that he vowed of his
own accord to sacrifice whoever came out
of his house to greet him on his victorious
return from battle. (This vow was not to
bum anyone literally, but to devote the
individual to a life of service at the taber-
nacle of God.) To do this was his right as
head of his household. Jephthah faithfully
fulfilled his vow when his own daughter,
his only child, proved to be the one. After-
ward he “continued to judge Israel for six
years” until his death.—Judg. chaps. 11,12.

The apostle Paul names a number of
these judges and says that they “effected
righteousness.” (Heb. 11:33) How? They
acted to restore pure worship of God; they
served to clean up the nation and to bring
it back into favor with God, with resultant
peace and prosperity. (Judg. 6:28-32) They
counseled and directed so that individuals
could bring their lives into harmony with
God and thereby secure prosperous and
happy living.—Isa. 1:26.

Other judges in ancient Israel were also
elders in their communities. They handled
legal cases, but that was only one feature
of their work. Much of their time was
spent in directing the affairs of the com-
munity, seeing to the welfare of all, in
harmony with the arrangements that God
had established. They helped the people to
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learn and abide by the law, thus reducing
the number of legal cases that would other-
wise arise.—Prov. 8:15, 16.

Kings of Israel were also judges. Israel
requested “a king to judge us like all the
nations.” Though the king had responsi-
bility for the welfare of all the population
on his shoulders at all times, sitting in
judgment of judicial cases was, of course,
an important part of his work.—1 Sam.
8:4, 5; 2 Chron. 1:9-12.

MANKIND’S JUDGMENT DAY

The apostle Paul told an audience in
Athens: “[God] has set a day in which
he purposes to judge the inhabited earth
in righteousness by a man whom he has
appointed, and he has furnished a guaran-
tee to all men in that he has resurrected
him from the dead.” (Acts 17:31) That
“man” is the Lord Jesus Christ. His res-
urrection is a guarantee of the resurrection
of the dead, as Paul wrote to his fellow
minister Timothy: “l solemnly charge you
before God and Christ Jesus, who is des-
tined to judge the living and the dead, and
by his manifestation and his kingdom.”
—2 Tim. 4:1; 1 Cor. 15:12-19.

Jesus Christ can judge all mankind, in-
eluding the resurrected dead, because of
purchasing the human race by his ransom
sacrifice. He said: “Just as the Father
raises the dead up and makes them alive,
so the Son also makes those alive whom
he wants to. For the Father judges no one
at all, but he has committed all the judging
to the Son, in order that all may honor
the Son just as they honor the Father. He
that does not honor the Son does not honor
the Father who sent him. And he has given
him authority to do judging, because Son
of man he is. Do not marvel at this, be-
cause the hour is coming in which all those
in the memorial tombs will hear his voice
and come out, those who did good things
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to a resurrection of life, those who prac-
ticed vile things to a resurrection of judg-
ment. | cannot do a single thing of my
own initiative; just as | hear [from the
Father], | judge; and the judgment that
I render is righteous, because | seek, not
my own will, but the will of him that sent
me."—John 5:21-23, 27-30.

Having been a perfect man on earth as
was Adam, who lost life for the human
race, Jesus Christ is the “Son of man.”
He stands in the position of blood relative
and repurchaser, as foreshadowed by the
Law. He can repurchase humankind and
thereby deliver them from the bondage to
sin and death, even from the grave.—Lev.
25:47-49; Rom. 5:14.

The millennial Judgment Day will be
resurrection day for all those in the memo-
rial tombs. This means all of redeemed
mankind aside from Christ’s spiritual
“brothers,” his 144,000 associate kings and
priests, who will also be judges during that
“day.” This is because these associates will
have an earlier resurrection, since they
share in the “first resurrection,” a resur-
rection to heaven.—Rev. 20:4-6; Phil. 3:11.

This resurrection will be not only of
those reckoned as righteous but also of
those who are called “unrighteous” in
comparison. “There is going to be a resur-
rection of both the righteous and the un-
righteous,” the apostle Paul declared. We
have no fears for the “righteous,” but
what of the “unrighteous”?—Acts 24:15.

THE “UNRIGHTEOUS”

We need not have fears for the “unrigh-
teous” either. It is up to them, during the
Judgment Day, to accept or to reject
Christ’s ransom when they are given an
understanding of it. The very fact that a
thousand years are set aside for the Judg-
ment Day indicates that it consists of more
than a mere pronouncement of verdicts
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and sentences. It is a merciful arrange*
ment. All resurrected will need help, and
one of the very purposes of the thousand
years is to give them that help.

The “unrighteous” will need more help
than the “righteous.” During their life*
time they did not hear of God's provision,
or else they did not heed when the good
news came to their attention. Circum-
stances and environment had much to do
with their attitudes. Some did not even
know that there is a Christ. Others were
so hindered by worldly pressures and cares
that the *“seed” of the good news did not
take permanent root in their hearts. (Matt.
13:18227) The present system of things
under the invisible influence of Satan the
Devil has “blinded the minds of the un-
believers, that the illumination of the
glorious good news about the Christ, who
is the image of God, might not shine
through.” (2 Cor. 4:4) It is not a ‘second
chance’ for those resurrected ones. It is
their first real opportunity to get eternal
life on earth through faith in Jesus Christ.

The “unrighteous” will have far to go
to reach perfection. But, under the far bet-
ter, merciful conditions of Judgment Day,
with Satan and his demons out of the way,
and the present evil system gone, they
will not again be hindered by outside ob-
stacles. They will hear the good news under
these better conditions and may accept or
reject it. Those who reject it will die; theirs
will be a ‘resurrection followed by conduct
that brings on them condemnatory judg-
ment." Those who accept it will have to
begin making their minds over. (Rom. 12:
1, 2) It will take time for them to do this.

THE “RIGHTEOUS"

On the other hand, the “righteous” who
are brought back in the earthly resurrec-
tion will have a ‘head start.’ But the judg-
es will have to devote time to them also.
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All of them died because of inheriting sin
and its penalty death from the disobedient
Adam and Eve. So they all died without
having any righteousness of their own.
(Rom. 5:12; 3:23) Their righteousness in
God’s eyes was due, not to moral and
physical perfection, but to the fact that
they were men and women of integrity to-
ward God, as the patriarch Job was.—Job
2:3, 9, 10; 27:5; Jas. 5:11.

Accordingly, when the “righteous” come
back to earth in the resurrection, untrans-
formed as to their personal characteris-
tics, even they will not be free from im-
perfection and sinfulness. This was true in
the cases of those men and women whom
the prophets Elijah and Elisha and the
Lord Jesus Christ and his apostles resur-
rected, brought back to life on earth.

In view of that, the “righteous” ones just
aswell as the “unrighteous” will need more
than just liberation from the memorial
tombs by resurrection from the dead. The
“righteous” will also need liberation from
sinfulness and human imperfection. Con-
sequently, the heavenly Judge Jesus Christ
cannot pronounce them at once actually
innocent, perfect, free from condemnable
sinfulness and on their very day of resur-
rection hand down the decision that they
are fit for eternal life on earth. They will
mercifully be given the benefits of Christ’s
atonement sacrifice so that they can come
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to human perfection, spiritually and physi-
cally. If they are obedient they will not die
again. That is why the resurrection of the
Judgment Day is called “a better resurrec-
tion” than that experienced by those res-
urrected in Bible days.—Heb. 11:35.

Those who, as a “great crowd,” survive
the destruction of this system of things
will be in a like position. (Rev. 7:9, 10,
13157) They will still have their inherited
sinfulness, though they have made good
progress in putting on the new personality.
(Eph. 4:22-24) They are on the way to
life, and will have to keep on, under the
merciful guidance and care of the heavenly
judges, until these judges have delivered
them completely from sinfulness, weak-
nesses and the dying state.

WILL YOU BE THEBE?

So there is no reason to fear the Judg-
ment Day of a thousand years. It is some-
thing to look forward to with all our heart.
Imagine being on the scene to welcome
back your loved ones to an opportunity to
live under conditions in which one would
really voant to keep on living!

The question set before each of us today
is, Will I be there to welcome back rela-
tives and friends in the resurrection? For
now is our time of opportunity for life.
We know about Gods arrangements
through his kingdom under Christ, the
Judge for a thousand years. Our taking
hold of the truth, learning more about God
and his good purposes toward us, and mak-
ing the truth our way of life, will work
toward our survival.—Zeph. 2:2, 3.

Even if we should die while serving God
in the short time this system of things
has left, we can be assured of an early
resurrection. So the question is raised, Will
I be there? This is answerable in large
measure by oneself, for God now holds the
opportunity before us.—John 11:25, 26.
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-LIKE OUR GOD

EHOVAH our God is compassionate be-

yond compare. In all our troubles and
difficulties we can have confidence that his
view of his erring human children will be
tempered by a warm tenderness that moves
him to work out ways for alleviating sor-
row and bestowing blessings on them. The
basis for such confidence is our knowledge
of his dealings in the past, as recorded in
the Bible.

Whose compassion, do you suppose, was
extended to the disobedient people of Is-
rael, giving them warning after warning
by a long line of prophets? Even when
that people had reached a low ebb, morally
and religiously, it was Jehovah who held
forth the promise: “l will show compas-
sion upon them, just as a man shows com-
passion upon his son who is serving him.”
—Mai. 3:17.

God’s only-begotten Son, while on earth
in the form of a man, demonstrated this
same godly quality of tender compassion.
The record of his ministry tells how he
felt pity for the crowds *“because they
were skinned and thrown about like sheep
without a shepherd.” (Matt. 9:35, 36) His
was not a pity that was satisfied by mere
oral expression. It was a deep compassion
that moved him to cure sick ones, to heal
the maimed, to feed the hungry, to give
sight to the blind and hearing to the deaf.
But it did not stop there. He well knew
that the urgent need of the people was for
them to be shepherded, safely led, and pro-
tected against the evil influences of a god-
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less world. So he
trained his disci-
pies to be compas-
sionate shepherds.

In order to be
effective those
shepherds serving
under Christ must
act as he did and
from the same
motives. They
must learn to be tenderly compassionate,
particularly toward those conscious of their
spiritual need. And this is all the more
true in our day, for now we are living in
the most distressing times of all. Multi-
tudes are spiritually blind and lame and
deaf and hungry, in dire need of the fine
shepherding that Jesus had in mind for
them. If you are a follower of Christ, do
you see yourself following his example in
this respect? Are you also keenly con-
eemed about the crowds that are “skinned
and thrown about”? Are you taking hold
of such practical means as are at your dis-
posal to alleviate their spiritually impov-
erished condition?

True, you may feel that you are very
limited as to opportunities to put your
compassion to work. Perhaps you are able
to share personally in the preaching of the
Kingdom to people in their homes. It is
not always easy, but it does show that your
pity for the needy ones is more than just
talk. And as to the worldwide field, you
can reach out and aid multitudes in far-
away places too. How? Just as many Chris-
tians are doing and have been doing for
many decades. They have recognized that
one religious organization amid the many
operating around the earth stands out in
stark contrast. It is an organization whose
sole purpose is to promote the shepherding
service that Jesus inaugurated nineteen
centuries ago. How is it recognized?

Itis a body of men and women scattered
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throughout the nations of earth working
together in the service of God’s kingdom,
magnifying the name of their God, the
compassionate God, Jehovah. They are
united in their worship and they pool their
resources in a unique manner to support
and maintain the work of aiding humbile,
sheeplike persons who hunger and thirst
for peace and righteousness. They use the
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of
Pennsylvania, with its central office in
Brooklyn, New York, and its many branch
offices around the world, as their instru-
ment for getting this vital work done.
Their small contributions are sent to that
Society in the confident knowledge that
they will be used, not for promotional
schemes or to pay high salaries to admin-
istrative experts, but for the spread of the
life-giving message of truth in printed
form and by oral communication.

This body of men and women are well
aware that the Society’s offices around the
world, in some 90 countries and islands,
are manned by people who have the same
compassionate outlook, who are unsalaried,
who gladly give of their time and ener-
gies for the advancement of this shepherd-
ing work. All together, these Christians,
whether inside or outside the Society’s
branch premises, give of their means and
of their energies generously, for they all
worship the same compassionate God and
are desirous of sharing to the extent pos-
sible in His work of extending peace and
hope to all peoples by means of the good
news of the Kingdom.

Long ago, by his prophet Ezekiel, the
compassionate God foretold this great work
of finding lost “sheep” and caring for them.
He declared: “Here I am, I myself, and
I will search for my sheep and care for
them.” (Ezek. 34:11) Again, by his proph-
et Jeremiah, God spoke these words that
now have fulfillment: “lI myself shall col-
lect together the remnant of my sheep out
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of all the lands ... And I will raise up over
them shepherds who will actually shepherd
them; and they will be afraid no more,
neither will they be struck with any terror,
and none will be missing.”—Jer. 23:3, 4.

For well over a half century now there
have been indications of the progress of
just such a shepherding work among
the peoples of all nations. Thereby vast
throngs have received the tender care of
the compassionate God. They, in turn, have
learned to be “tenderly compassionate,” to
be “keeping an eye, not in personal inter-
est upon just [their] own matters, but also
in personal interest upon those of the oth-
ers.” (Phil. 2:4; 1 Pet. 3:8) That tender
solicitude finds expression in their efforts
to bear the message of the Kingdom to the
homes of their neighbors, and in their
money donations toward the advancement
of the same service in every continent.

Little wonder that the service of shep-
herding by means of the worldwide preach-
ing by Jehovah’s servants continues unhin-
dered by any lack of finances. The blessing
of the compassionate God is without doubt
on their generous-minded activity. He sees
that it is in their hearts to reach out with
spiritual help to those in need. He observes
how they work cooperatively, using the
Watch Tower Society as their instrument,
to reach into every comer of the earth.
He knows that their gifts and services are
not out of compulsion or from some sense
of duty, but issue forth from hearts that
are touched by the urgent need of those
who hunger and thirst after righteousness.

For those who compassionately give of
their energies and means for the further-
ance of the Kingdom-preaching work, there
is rich satisfaction. Not at all a selfish sat-
isfaction, for it is the realization that the
grateful recipients of their spiritual help
will come to appreciate the deep and ten-
der compassions of our God—truly a satis-
fying reward in itself.
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HEN | was a young woman, my

mother died. This shocked me
greatly, and | began to ask, “Why? Why?”
Two years later a friend died, and | attend-
ed the funeral, which was conducted by a
Bible Student, one of Jehovah’s witnesses.
My brother, who was interested in their
Bible message, invited the speaker to stay
overnight at our home. We asked many
questions about death and received satis-
fying answers from the Bible; we learned
about the grand hope of the resurrection
of the dead.—Ecd. 9:5; John 5:28, 29.

From then on | began to read the Watch
Tower Society’s books Studies in the
Scriptures. | became so engrossed in them
that | read late into the night.

Soon a decision had to be made. | de-
cided to do Jehovah’s will wholeheartedly.
When | was twenty-seven years old, | dedi-
cated myself with all my heart to God, and
in 1914 | was baptized in symbol of that
dedication.

STARTING A NEW LIFE

From then on, my goal was to do God’s
will wholeheartedly. My desire was to be
a colporteur (pioneer), preaching God’s
Word full time under the direction of the
Watch Tower Society. In June-July 1914
| attended a convention of Bible Students
at Columbus, Ohio. The Society’s presi-
dent, C. T. Russell, was the main speaker.
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What a thrill it was to be at this assembly
of about 2,000 fellow believers! Here |
found a companion with whom to preach
God’s Word full time in Canada, where
I lived.

Our first assignment was in London,
Ontario, where we served as ushers in con-
nection with the showing of the Photo-
Drama of Creation, a slide, motion picture
and sound production outlining the divine
purpose for the earth and mankind. We
made visits on those who showed interest
and left with them the volumes Studies in
the Scriptures.

At the close of 1914 my companion got
married, so | returned to my brother’s
home in Saint Catharines, Ontario, where
I continued in the full-time preaching work
alone. Next year | received an assignment
to preach in Niagara-on-the-Lake, a beau-
tiful town at the mouth of the Niagara
River. But, having no companion, | found
it a big test to go alone and locate a place
to stay, especially since no Bible Students
lived there. | prayed for strength and help
from Jehovah.

As | was leaving, | noticed a calendar
on the back of the door. On it was a Bible
text that read: “For | the Lord thy God
will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee,
Fear not; | will help thee.” (Isa. 41:13)
A thrill went through me. It was as though
God had spoken and had taken me by the
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hand. When 1 arrived at my assignment,
I had no difficulty in finding a place to live.
That first morning in the field ministry
| took orders for three sets of books. Since
then | have learned that facing obstacles
successfully strengthens heart devotion.

PREACHING IN QUEBEC

In 19181 became very ill with the Span-
ish flu. When | recovered, | discontinued
the full-time preaching work for a time.
But in 1922 | attended the Cedar Point,
Ohio, assembly and heard the stirring talk
encouraging us to “Advertise, advertise,
advertise, the King and his Kingdom.” |
realized that | must get back to full-time
preaching as soon as possible. In 1924 |
was assigned to the province of Quebec as
a full-time preacher. So | joined two of
my Christian sisters in Saint-Hyacinthe.
They had been stopped by the police from
preaching in the city, so we packed our
bags and lunches and walked long distanc-
es into the country, from farm to farm.
We met many friendly persons who ac-
cepted Bible literature.

We preached in many small towns that
summer. Having no car, we found moving
quite a chore. After packing our suitcases
and cartons of books, we would hire some-
one to take them to the station. We also
ordered books from the Society to be
shipped ahead of us so that we could get
them from the freight shed upon arrival.

When the cold weather came, we moved
to Montreal. Here there were many ob-
stacles to preaching the good news. Ar-
rests were common. Sometimes we were
out on bail; sometimes we were released;
sometimes children chased after us with
mud or stones until we were forced to
leave the vicinity—at least for the time
being.

We had exciting times distributing the
tract Ecclesiastics Indicted in the French
language during the early summer of 1925.
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We were given a routing of towns and vil-
lages for ten days. Beginning at 6 a.m., we
worked as quickly as possible, leaving the
tract at every door. It was not unexpected
when we met opposition.

While in the tract work in Thetford
Mines, we had a threatening mob of some
fifty persons follow us. We went to the
police station, asking for protection. Re-
luctantly, the chief of police finally dis-
persed the mob.

In the summer of 1932, | had the privi-
lege of doing rural witnessing in Quebec
Province. We generally had four or five
cars in the group, with two or three per-
sons to a car. Often we experienced opposi-
tion. For example, a priest and the mayor
of a little town once followed us from farm
to farm, taking away the Bible literature
that we had left with the people. When we
found this out, we gave them the slip by
running our car into some bushland until
they had passed by; then we turned back,
making our calls along another road.

In September 1933 we learned about a
special distribution of Bible literature to
be made in the city of Quebec. A large
number of car drivers volunteered to go
with four occupants to a car. We started
distribution at 6 a.m., leaving three book-
lets at every door. By 8 a.m. thirty of us
had been taken to the police station. We
were held all day without food. Finally,
at 5 p.m., we were charged with *“sedi-
tious conspiracy” and locked up.

On the third day we were released on
bail. At the tried five of us were found
guilty. But on appeal, the case went finally
to the Superior Court, where the decision
was rendered in our favor.

WORKING UNDER BAN

We full-time preachers were assigned
out of the Province of Quebec. In July
we were startled with the news that the
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Watch Tower Society was banned in Can-
ada. In September many W itness children
in London and Hamilton, Ontario, were
expelled from school for conscientious re-
fusal to salute the flag. | was assigned,
along with another sister, as a school-
teacher for these children. Although | was
not able now to do full-time preaching,
I would engage in the preaching work dur-
ing the evenings and on weekends, using
only the Bible. Preaching the good news
of God’s kingdom is a work commanded
in the Bible, and | was determined to “obey
God as ruler rather than men.”—Acts
5:29.

In November we distributed a special
booklet entitled “End of Nazism,” which
plainly declared that God’s kingdom would
destroy all totalitarian power. Our instrue-
tions were to start at 3 a.m. Four of us
women left in a car to do three villages.
We worked swiftly that cold, snowy mom-
ing, concerned that a dog might bark and
arouse suspicion. When my companion and
I passed a well-lighted store, a man came
out and stared at us, but we kept right on
walking. He must have wondered what
two women were doing at that hour, walk-
ing out of the village into the blackness
of a country road. We finished the dis-
tribution successfully. However, on the
way to the next village, we had car trou-
ble, and it was all that we could do to get
back home.

RETURNING TO THE FULL-TIME
PREACHING WORK

After the ban on the work of Jehovah’s
witnesses was lifted, the way was open for
me to return to the full-time preaching
work. I was now in my sixtieth year, and
the thought came to me: “Maybe pioneer-
ing will be too strenuous for you. Why
not be just a good publisher?” But my
Bible-trained mind said: “How can you
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say it would be too difficult till you have
tried?” So it was that | became a full-time
preacher of God’s Word in Toronto. What
a blessed and happy time | had serving
there for three and a half years! | saw
five persons with whom 1| studied the Bible
there symbolize their dedication to Jeho-
vah.

In November 1950 | was assigned to
Montreal, where | am still in the full-time
preaching work. At first we still suffered
persecutions and arrests. So we distributed
pamphlets very carefully, taking only five
or six at a time, and leaving one at every
third or fourth door. Then we would leave
the area as quickly as possible.

On returning from this distribution one
Sunday morning | had just entered my
living quarters when two policemen ar-
rived, demanding that I show them what
was in my purse and in the pockets of my
coat. They seemed very disappointed when
they found no Bible pamphlets at all.

| have been in an English-speaking con-

gregation since then, and have had the
privilege of helping many of those with
whom | have studied to become witnesses
of Jehovah. By now there are many con-
gregations in Montreal, both French- and
English-speaking, and 1 am happy that |
have had a small share in contributing to
this increase.

Having had a major operation four
years ago, and due to advancing age, being
in my eighty-seventh year, | have slowed
up a little. However, with the help of Je-
hovah and his spirit, 1 am still able to
pioneer. Every day | thank Jehovah for
his undeserved kindness to me, keeping
me close to his organization, and for his
help to serve him with my whole heart.
Truly, it is as the apostle Paul wrote: “For
all things |1 have the strength by virtue
of him who imparts power to me.”—Phil.
4:13.

285



Gilead Graduates Urged to Imitate Ancient Gileadites

OING out to serve as a missionary in a

foreign land is not an easy thing. It means

leaving behind friends, relatives and fa-
miliar surroundings. It requires adjusting to
new circumstances and possibly facing unfa-
miliar problems. But there are abundant bless-
ings that await those willing and able to make
sacrifices in helping honest-hearted people to
become devoted servants of Jehovah God.

The fifty young men and women who gradu-
ated from the Watchtower Bible School of
Gilead on March 4, 1974, have reason to look
forward to these blessings. This is because
most of them received assignments to serve as
missionaries in foreign fields.

The discourses given during the graduation
exercises on Monday afternoon encouraged
them to stick to their assignments so that they
would not lose out on the joys of missionary
service. One speaker admonished the graduates
to keep as their goal the advancement of true
worship, not allowing themselves to be side-
tracked. Another stressed the importance of
their having courage, imitating men like Joshua
of old. Still another called attention to the
need for using wisdom in pursuing each step
they would be taking and not permitting their
mental eyes to look behind them.

F. W. Franz, basing his remarks on 1 Chroni-
cles chapter 5, pointed to the ancient Gileadites
as an example worthy of imitation.

In the days of King Saul the Israelites in-
habiting the land of Gilead east of the Jordan
were enjoying great prosperity. Their livestock
had become very numerous. So they coura-
geously pressed forward in expanding their ter-
ritory beyond the land of Gilead, toward the
river Euphrates. This they did in harmony with
God's promise made to their forefather Abra-
ham.—Gen. 15:18; 1 Chron. 5:10.

Hence, they came into conflict with the Hag-
rites (possibly descendants of Hagar and thus
descendants of her son Ishmael, hence Ismael-
ites). The Gileadites faced tremendous odds.
They numbered 44,760. But in the ensuing
conflict they took 100,000 living captives. This
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was by no means the complete Hagrite force,
for the Bible reports that 'many had fallen
slain/ Manifestly the Gileadites could not have
gained the victory in their own strength, and
they did not do so. They looked to Jehovah God
to help them. "it was to God that they called
for aid in the war,” says the Bible account,
“and he let himself be entreated in their favor
because they trusted in him.1—" Chron. 5:18-
22.

Making application to the Gilead graduates,
F. W. Franz urged them likewise to trust in
Jehovah as they, equipped with the shield of
faith and the sword of the spirit, God's Word,
would engage, not in physical warfare, but in
spiritual warfare against great odds.

Following up F. W. Franz' remarks, N. H.
Knorr, president of the Watchtower Bible
School of Gilead, presented stirring admonition
to keep on preaching in imitation of Jesus
Christ, his apostles and other disciples. In the
concluding portion of his talk, he related
modem examples of the fine work done by
missionaries and others in preaching the "good
news."

Thereafter the graduates received an enve-
lope containing their diploma, and the president
of the School announced their assignments of
service in seventeen different lands.

In the evening the graduates of Gilead's fifty-
sixth class put on a most enjoyable program,
featuring music from Europe, the Middle East
and North America as well as two thought-
provoking Bible dramas. The first of these
dramas aided the audience to benefit from
what happened to a prophet whose activities
are related at 1 Kings 13:1-32; the other drama
portrayed outstanding experiences of the Israel-
ites during their forty years in the wilderness.
Both were excellently done!

There can be little question that the gradu-
ates and others who shared in the joy of the
occasion were impressed with the need to keep
on preaching, imitating the courage and devo-
tion of God's servants of ancient times.
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* What evidence is there that those spoken of
at John 10:16 as "other sheep” are persons who
will live on earth in God’s new order?—Italy.

The identity of the "other sheep” can be de-
termined by considering the context in the
light of other scriptures.

Jesus Christ said: "l am the fine shepherd,
and I know my sheep and my sheep know me,
just as the Father knows me and | know the
Father; and | surrender my soul in behalf of
the sheep. And | have other sheep, which are
not of this fold; those also I must bring, and
they will listen to my voice, and they will be-
come one flock, one shepherd.”—John 10:1416"

These words reveal that Jesus views as his
"sheep” only those who know his voice, that
is, who recognize his authority over them as
their shepherd. This makes it clear that the
fold of "sheep” that Jesus contrasted with the
"other sheep” could not have been the nation
of Israel, for only a small remnant of that
nation recognized Jesus Christ as their shep-
herd. Who, then, were the "sheep” of the fold
that would form "one flock” with the "other
sheep”? Would they be the Jewish disciples,
whereas the "other sheep” would be the Gen-
tiles who, in time, were accepted as anointed
Christians? Though commentators of Christen-
dom often present this explanation, it does not
harmonize with other scriptures.

Back in the time of Jesus’ earthly ministry,
all who accepted him as their shepherd came
in line for membership in the heavenly king~
dom. Jesus said to his disciples: "Have no fear,
little flock, because your Father has approved
of giving you the kingdom.” (Luke 12:32) At
other times Jesus Christ referred to this "little
flock” of disciples as his "brothers.” (Matt. 12:
49; Mark 3:34; Luke 8:21; John 20:17) When,
in time, Gentiles were accepted by God, anoint-
ed with his holy spirit and called to heavenly
life, they also were "joint heirs with Christ,”
his "brothers.” (Gal. 3:2729% Rom. 8:17) Log~
ically, then, the "other sheep” would be per-
sons who are not his "brothers” but who are
brought into close association with them.
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The words of Jesus Christ regarding his com-
ing in Kingdom glory confirm this. We read:

1When the Son of man arrives in his glory,
and all the angels with him, then he will sit
down on his glorious throne. And all the na-
tions will be gathered before him, and he will
separate people one from another, just as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.
And he will put the sheep on his right hand,
but the goats on his left.

"Then the king will say to those on his right,
,Come, you who have been blessed by my Fa-
ther, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the founding of the world. For | became
hungry and you gave me something to eat; |
got thirsty and you gave me something to
drink. 1 was a stranger and you received me
hospitably; naked, and you clothed me. | fell
sick and you looked after me. I was in prison
and you came to me." Then the righteous ones
will answer him with the words, Lord, when
did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty,
and give you something to drink? When did we
see you a stranger and receive you hospitably,
or naked, and clothe you? When did we see
you sick or in prison and go to you?" And in
reply the king will say to them, ,Truly I say
to you, To the extent that you did it to one of
the least of these my brothers, you did it to
me.” "—Matt. 25:3140"

The "sheep” here mentioned are revealed to
be different from Christ’s brothers. Yet, like
Christ’s brothers, they recognize him as their
"Lord” or shepherd. Both being submissive to
him, both groups form just one flock. The
sheep here mentioned cooperate fully with
Christ’s brothers, giving active support to
them. But how do they differ from Christ’s
brothers?

What the King Jesus Christ said to them
helps us to understand that two distinct class-
es are involved. His words to the "sheep”
were: "Inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the founding of the world.” (Matt. 25:
34) That is different from what is said of
Christ’s "brothers.” The membership for the
heavenly kingdom that these “brothers” were
to inherit was foreknown before the "founding
of the world,” that is, before the world of man-
kind came into being through the birth of chil-
dren to the first human pair, Adam and Eve.
The apostle Paul, writing to fellow Christians,
states: "[God] chose us in union with [Christ]
before the founding of the world.”—Eph. 1:
4, 5.
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The difference in the time element regarding
the foreordination of the reward definitely
points to two different destinies. Concerning
the inheritance of Jesus’ “brothers,” the apos-
tie Peter wrote: “Blessed be the God and Fa-
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, for according
to his great mercy he gave us a new birth to
a living hope through the resurrection of Je-
sus Christ from the dead, to an incorruptible
and undefiled and unfading inheritance. It is
reserved in the heavens for you.” (1 Pet. 1:3,
4) That heavenly inheritance involves ruler-
ship, for Revelation 5:10 says: “[Christ] made
them to be a kingdom and priests to our God,
and they are to rule as kings over the earth.”

But over whom will Christ’s “brothers” rule?
Over mankind on earth. This is in agreement
with Revelation 21:3, 4.

Not being Christ’s brothers, the “other sheep
are evidently in line for the blessings of an
earth free from sorrow and death. That will
be their reward under the rulership of Jesus
Christ and his joint heirs. It is for this reason
that they are spoken of as ‘inheriting the king-
dom prepared for them from the founding of
the world.” The original Greek word for king-
dom not only means a government but can

also refer to “reign” or “being ruled by a king-
dom.” Thus, the “other sheep” inherit the state
of being ruled by the King Jesus Christ and
his associate kings, his “brothers.” As soon as
there began to be born to Adam and Eve
children who would have an opportunity to
come under Kingdom rule, God’s promise re-
garding such rule took effect. In this sense,
the “kingdom,” that is, the state of being ruled
by the kingdom, was prepared for humankind
“from the founding of the world.”

The testimony of the Bible as a whole thus
points to the “other sheep” as persons who
will gain life on earth under the rule of God’s
kingdom by Christ, whether of the “great
crowd” of “tribulation” survivors or of the
resurrected dead ones of mankind.—Acts 24:15.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS

June 2: Should There Be a Generation Gap
in the Christian Home? Page 261. Songs
to Be Used: 18, 24.

June 9: Preventing a Generation Gap in
Your Home. Page 267. Songs to Be Used:
29, 70.



