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the world for the price of an act of wor- 
ship to him.—Matt. 4:8-10.

Now, people who want peace, life and 
freedom can look to something better than 
the present situation. They can take heart 
in the truth of another Bible proverb: 
“When the wicked become many, trans- 
gression abounds; but those who are righ- 
teous will look on their very downfall.” 
Today, wickedness is alarmingly wide- 
spread. But its end is near.—Prov. 29:16.

Six thousand years of human history 
are nearing their close, and to humans, 
that seems very long. But to the Universal 
Ruler, and in universal time, six thousand 
years is merely as a few days, or hours. 
Yet it has allowed men ample opportunity 
to see the hopelessness of man’s own ef- 
forts and the need for God’s kingdom, 
which he has prepared and which is ready 
to replace all other rulership of the earth. 
—2 Pet. 3:8, 9.

In a thousand years God’s Messianic 
kingdom will undo all the bad effects of 
Satan’s six-thousand-year rulership of 
earth. Christ Jesus is the King, but he has 
with him 144,000 associate kings. What 
kind of rulers are they? How can we be

THE earth has seen many rulers come 
and go. Both rulers and ruled have 

tried every conceivable form of human 
government, but none have brought real 
relief and happiness to the people. This has 
been going on now for nearly six thousand 
years.

But, actually, for this long period of time 
there has been one ruler over the earth 
who has operated all this world’s system 
of things. How? By exerting his influence 
on the imperfect men making up those 
systems. We can see whether this ruler 
has been good or bad by following the Bi- 
ble’s cause-and-effect principle: “When the 
righteous are in power the people rejoice, 
but they groan when the wicked hold of- 
flee.”—Prov. 29:2, The New English Bible.

Yes, for six millenniums the people have 
groaned because they have been invisibly 
ruled by the one Scripturally called “the 
god of this system of things,” and “the rul- 
er of the world,” who is the enemy of 
God. (2 Cor. 4:4; John 12:31; 14:30) The 
Bible identifies him as Satan the Devil. 
(Rev. 12:9) The rulership over earth’s 
governments was shown to be his when he 
offered Jesus Christ all the kingdoms of
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a m an  o f h is choosing; o f th is  he has g iven  
assurance to  a ll by ra is in g  him  from  the  
dead.”— A cts 17:31, N E  (1970).

“EXECUTED WITH THE AX”
How can we be sure that these 144,000 

rulers will be as faithful and loyal to righ- 
teousness as is their Leader the Messianic 
King Jesus Christ? The vision tells us that 
before their resurrection to be kings, they 
were “executed with the ax.” Why? “For 
the witness they bore to Jesus and for 
speaking about God.” (Rev. 20:4) They, 
like Jesus, gained the victory over the 
world by refusing to break their loyalty 
to God. They continued to bear witness to 
God’s kingdom, to Jesus as its King and 
to God as its Creator, and to its coming 
rule of earth. Only their deaths could stop 
their loyal witnessing.

The scripture does not mean that every 
one of the 144,000 prospective kings would 
be executed with a literal ax, or beheaded. 
The apostle James was killed by the sword 
at the order of Herod Agrippa I. (Acts 12: 
1, 2) Tradition has it that the apostle Paul 
was beheaded at Rome, Italy. (2 Tim. 4: 
6 8  Others were killed by different means (־
of execution, while some died in a “nor- 
mal” way.

All, however, had to be faithful until 
death. (Rev. 2:10) They had to die in or- 
der to receive a change of nature from 
human to “divine” (Godlike, spirit) na- 
ture by a resurrection, just as Christ did. 
(2 Pet. 1:4) They had to die “a death like 
his” in order to “attain to the earlier res- 
urrection from the dead.” (Phil. 3:10, 11) 
So they do not die for their sins. Their 
death is therefore counted as “sacrificial” 
with Christ. Paul writes: “If we have be- 
come united with him in the likeness of his 
death, we shall certainly also be united 
with him in the likeness of his resurrec- 
tion.”—Rom. 6:5.

How, then, can they be said to be “ex- 
ecuted with the ax”? Well, in the Roman
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sure they will not let corruption enter into 
government? (For the least deviation from 
right principles can eventually spread to 
corrupt an entire government and its peo- 
pie. “A little leaven ferments the whole 
lump.” [Gal. 5:9]) How do these rulers 
qualify for such important offices?

Jesus Christ, of course, is greatly con- 
cemed with the quality of the kings he 
will have with him. These kings receive 
repeated mention in the vision he gave to 
his apostle John. John reports:

“I  sa w  thrones, and there w ere those w ho  
sa t dow n on them , and pow er o f judging  
w a s g iven  them . Yes, I  sa w  th e  souls o f 
th ose  executed  w ith  the a x  for  the w itness  
th ey  bore to  Jesu s and for  speak ing  about 
God, and th ose  w ho had w orshiped neither  
the w ild  beast nor its  im age  and w ho had  
n ot received  th e  m ark  upon their forehead  
and upon th eir  hand. And th ey  cam e to  life  
and ruled  a s  k in g s w ith  the C hrist for a 
thousand  years. (T he rest o f the dead did 
n ot com e to  life  until the thousand years  
w ere ended.) T his is  the first resurrection. 
H appy and holy  is  anyone h av in g  part in 
the first resurrection; over th ese  the second  
death  h as no authority , but th ey  w ill be 
p riests o f God and o f th e  C hrist, and w ill 
ru le a s  k in gs w ith  him  for  the thousand  
years.”— R ev. 20:4-6.

The thrones John saw were up in heav- 
en, not on earth, for Christ’s throne is in 
heaven. (Rev. 3:21) And they were not 
indefinite in number. The number was 
144,000, to correspond with the 144,000 
spiritual Israelites who were sealed with 
the “seal of the living God” and who “keep 
following the Lamb [Jesus Christ] no 
matter where he goes.” (Rev. 7:1-8; 14: 
1-5) John here saw the beginning of the 
glorious judicial day of one thousand 
years’ duration. This day was spoken of 
to the Court of Areopagus, Athens, more 
than nineteen centuries ago, in these 
words:

“ [G od] h as fixed th e  day  on w hich  he w ill 
have the w orld  judged, and ju stly  judged, by
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slaves of the state and do not lend an ac- 
tive hand in carrying on its worldly ac- 
tivities, often beastly. They do not run for 
political offices, or vote for political can- 
didates. They refuse to share in its san- 
guinary warfare.

But these Christian witnesses to God’s 
sovereignty never interfere with the politi- 
cal state in these matters. They ‘pay back 
Caesar’s things to Caesar’ by complying 
with registration and tax laws and by 
obeying all the laws of the land that are 
not contrary to God’s laws as stated in the 
Bible. It is only when “Caesar” demands 
what belongs to God, namely, worship, 
devotion or anything that detracts from 
their acknowledgment of Jehovah’s sover- 
eignty, that they must refuse, choosing to 
“obey God as ruler rather than men.” This 
brings about their symbolic, and some- 
times their literal, ‘execution with the ax.’ 
—Matt. 22:21; Acts 5:29.

This ‘execution with the ax’ is not one 
that they undergo because of their own 
will. They are not seeking persecution or 
martyrdom. Nevertheless, they know in 
advance that they are going to incur the 
world’s hatred by their bearing witness to 
Jesus as Christ and King and speaking 
about God as the rightful ruler of the uni- 
verse (including our earth). They know 
they must follow Christ’s footsteps to a 
death of integrity to God, as was his. 
—1 Pet. 2:21.

RIGHTEOUS GOVERNMENT ASSURED
Can we not be absolutely certain of a 

just, righteous, equitable and merciful rule 
by such kings under Christ? Of them, the 
Bible says, “and no falsehood was found 
in their mouths; they are without blem- 
ish.” (Rev. 14:5) God is sure of them, and 
his judgment and discernment are perfect 
and infallible. He says that they are “ho- 
ly,” which means they are thoroughly 
clean, righteous. (Rev. 20:6) The apostle

Empire the power of execution was sym- 
bolized by an ax wrapped within a bundle 
of rods, called the fasces. Benito Mussolini 
popularized the symbol during his “Fas- 
cist” regime in Italy.

So the political state, in effect, executes 
the 144,000 Kingdom heirs by judging 
them as unworthy to live under its au- 
thority. It sentences them to death, as it 
were. This is because the world hates 
them. (John 17:14; Matt. 24:9) They are 
“undesirable” in the eyes of the religious 
and political leaders of the world, even as 
were the apostles.—1 Cor. 4:13.

NO WORSHIP OF THE “WILD BEAST״
We can also be assured of the continued 

faithfulness of these 144,000 as kings by 
considering another reason for which they 
were “executed with the ax.” It was be- 
cause they “had worshiped neither the 
wild beast nor its image” and “had not 
received the mark upon their forehead and 
upon their hand.”—Rev. 20:4.

Thus it was not due to any fanatical 
religious or revolutionary activities nor 
any meddling in politics that they were 
“executed with the ax.” I t  was because 
they were neutral as to the political situa- 
tion in all its varied expressions and ac- 
tivities throughout the earth. They were 
for God’s kingdom as the only hope for 
mankind. Neither have the remaining ones 
of these Kingdom heirs in this twentieth 
century worshiped the United Nations or- 
ganization for world peace and security.

Not ‘worshiping’ the political state or 
its “image,” the United Nations, would 
mean not transferring to these man-made 
agencies hope in and allegiance to God’s 
kingdom. Instead, these spiritual brothers 
of Christ continue to proclaim the King- 
dom. They do not have the “mark upon 
their forehead and upon their hand.” That 
is, they do not have the identification as
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In the meantime, by studying the Bible 

and by association with some of these 
Kingdom heirs remaining on earth today, 
along with their companions, you can even 
enjoy a “token” taste of what that righ- 
teous rule will do toward establishing true 
peace, unity and love among all mankind. 
Jehovah’s witnesses love this association, 
and we are confident that you will also. 
You are invited to attend meetings a t their 
local Kingdom Hall to prove this matter 
for yourself.
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Paul, after describing God’s bringing to 
completion his spiritual Israel, which com- 
poses the full body of 144,000 Kingdom 
heirs, exclaims: “O the depth of God’s 
riches and wisdom and knowledge! How 
unsearchable his judgments are and past 
tracing out his ways are!”—Rom. 11:33.

Can we have at least a glimpse of the 
thousand-year reign? Yes, the Bible gives 
us a preview. In articles to follow we hope 
to present some of these good things as 
a foretaste.

five years to launch the proj- 
ect successfully, they chris- 
tened it Key 73.

Forecast as “the biggest co- 
operative evangelism project 
in the history of the Chris- 
tian Church,” Key 73 was de- 
signed to unite adherents of 
many religions in an unprece- 

dented witnessing campaign 
throughout the United States and 

I!anada. The campaign’s slogan was 
‘Calling Our Continent to Christ” 

and its aim was to revive apathetic 
church members and bring in many 
new converts.

The Denver Post (December 30, 
1972), commenting on the project, 

said: “Presumably, no suburban pre-fab, 
arctic igloo, city highrise or . . .  adobe hut 
will be untouched by the most ambitious 
campaign for conversion ever to fire the 
energies of the American church.” 

Massive publicity was planned, by tele- 
vision broadcasts, widespread newspaper 
coverage, by “Gospel-rock concerts” for 
young people. And all of this was to pre- 
pare the field for the witnessing activity.

“Every Christian should be carrying the 
message of Christ to a nonbeliever,” said 
Key 73’s executive director, Theodore A. 
Raedeke. Churchman Arthur F. Glasser,

VANGELISM  IS ON THE 
t .  MOVE! It has found a new in- 

tegrity, a new enthusiasm, and a bold 
new thrust.”

“The fulfillment of Key 73 may well 
mean Open Doorway 74 for evangelical 
Christianity in America.”

What is this “Key 73” about which such 
stirring hopes were voiced? Were those 
hopes realized?

A TREMENDOUS GOAL
Key 73 was conceived in 1967 by a 

group of religious leaders from more than 
a dozen denominations. Because they met 
near Francis Scott Key Bridge (linking 
Virginia and Washington, D.C.), and be- 
cause they believed it would take another
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Presbyterian Churches. Nevertheless, the 
total number of members in the churches 
backing the campaign added up to some 
one hundred million persons. Potentially 
a mighty army of evangelizers!

Have you ever wondered what would 
happen if such a large number of church- 
es got together to bear witness to the good 
news to their neighbors? What would it 
produce? What, actually, did happen?

“KEY ’78 FAILS TO UNLOCK SPIRITUAL DOOR”
Thus read the headline on one news- 

paper report about the campaign. ( 
Courier-News, September 1,1973) The At- 
lanta Constitution (September 20, 1973) 
said: “Key 73 Evangelism Dream Fizzles.” 
What went wrong? A number of things.

One early problem was lack of finan- 
cial support. The campaign had a goal of 
$2,000,000 for use in television programs 
and other mass publicity. But even after 
five years of preparation, and the hiring 
of a professional fund-raising firm, what 
happened? Just three months before the 
end of 1973, campaign officials expressed 
little hope of receiving more than about 
one fourth the money needed!

Genuine enthusiasm on the part of both 
ministers and members for such proclaim- 
ing of the good news never really devel- 
oped on a wide scale. The National Ob- 
server noted one Key 73 official as saying: 
“The average American pastor is not a 
fisher of men, he’s the keeper of the 
aquarium. We’re going to have to convince 
him and his congregation that it’s just as 
important to witness as it is to worship.” 
The Key 73 Congregational Resource 
Book had referred to the people in the 
pews as “frozen assets” of the church. 
“More than 99 percent of the world’s 
Christians are in this category,” it said. 
“No massive movement in evangelism can 
be envisioned without their involvement 
and cooperation. They are one of the

writing in the religious weekly Christiani- 
ty Today (January 19, 1973), urged: 
“Reach every home with a winsome wit- 
ness to Jesus Christ! . . .  In short, the call 
is to ,follow him.’ And what will be the 
result? He will make us fishers of men. 
(Matt. 4:19). And those who do not reach 
out after others this year are not faithful 
followers of Jesus Christ. . . . Let’s end 
the snide remarks about those who go 
from house to house and persuade men to 
embrace Christ.”

Along with “Coffee Pot Evangelism” 
and witnessing at shopping centers, the 
good news was to be carried right to the 
homes of the people, particularly to give 
out copies of portions of the Bible (Luke- 
Acts). But that was not all. The Key 73 
Congregation Resource Book says:

“The development committee was unani- 
mous in its recommendation that ,bare’ 
Scripture distribution programs are of lit- 
tie value. . . . Laymen must be trained to 
give a brief explanation of the Scriptures 
and to follow that explanation with an in- 
vitation to join an evangelistic Bible study 
group, or to enroll in an evangelistic Bible 
correspondence course, administered by 
the local church. The main emphasis of 
this event then is to get people to study 
the Bible—not just to place a portion of 
Scripture on a doorstep or in a mail box.”

Who would share? During the five-year 
preparation period the number of denomi- 
nations pledging their support grew to 
over 140, involving an estimated 300,000 
local churches. Virtually all the main 
branches of the Baptist, Methodist and 
Lutheran groups were included and many 
Pentecostal organizations. The National 
Council of Churches endorsed it and, to 
the surprise of many, so did the U.S. Con- 
ference of Catholic Bishops.

Not that support was unanimous. Major 
holdouts as to full endorsement included 
the Episcopal Church and the United
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themselves the chief ones who have made 
“snide remarks about those who go from 
house to house and persuade men to em- 
brace Christ.”

In this connection, a comment by Ken 
Briggs of Newsday is noteworthy. He said:
“Getting the laity to go door-to-door like 
Jehovah’s Witnesses was not as simple as 
it might have seemed. . . . the average 
Christian knows precious little about his 
faith and would be tongue-tied in trying 
to explain it to himself, let alone convinc- 
ing anyone else.”

Yes, the religious leaders have consis- 
tently failed to equip their followers to 
share the good news. They are like those 
religious leaders to whom Jesus said: 
“Woe to you who are versed in the Law, 
because you took away the key of knowl- 
edge; you yourselves did not go in, and 
those going in you hindered!”—Luke 11: 
52.

Finally, how could these churches ‘call 
the Continent to Christ’ when “Christ ex- 
ists divided” among them due to their 
scores of different sects and denomina- 
tions? The Bible shows that Christ’s true 
followers would be a t unity.—Read John 
17:21, 23; 1 Corinthians 1:10-13.

By contrast, during the last ten days 
of September 1973, Jehovah’s witnesses 
earth wide distributed tens of millions of 
tracts alerting people to the urgency of 
our times and pointing out clearly what 
steps they now need to take for a happy 
future. World wide, Jehovah’s witnesses 
now conduct some 1,200,000 Bible studies 
in the homes of interested persons each 
week. And they have been ministering the 
good news to people in their homes in this 
way—not just in 1973—but year in and 
year out for decades!

Slogans and similar devices will never 
open the doors to lasting benefits. The 
truth will. Do you know where to find it?
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greatest untapped spiritual resources in 
the world.” Yet when Key 73 sought to 
turn on a great flow of zeal from this 
source, it got only a dribble.

True, in some areas and in some cases 
there were momentary signs of life—some 
large meetings, some mass distribution of 
Bible portions. But the overall picture was 
very weak. In Georgia, a Key 73 task force 
arranged for a statewide “Day for Evan- 
gelism” and invited supporters to the 
Peachtree Presbyterian Church with its 
1,000-person seating capacity. Less than 
one hundred came. In Chicago, Minister 
Daniel A. Barret said that two attempts 
to hold mass rallies there “could most 
charitably be termed ‘disastrous.’ ”

The United Methodist Reporter, which 
had supported the Key 73 campaign, ran 
an editorial asking “Whatever Happened 
to Key 73?” Its own answer was that in 
most local congregations it “seems to have 
produced nothing more than a giant yawn.” 
Similarly, The Texas Methodist said: “We 
believe it is time for Christians to drop 
the gimmicks and face the facts: our con- 
tinent is not being effectively called to 
Christ because relatively few Christians 
make an effort to share their faith with 
others.”

But why is this the case?

THE REAL CAUSE OF THE FAILURE
Key 73’s leaders and spokesmen gener- 

ally failed to recognize the root causes of 
the campaign’s failure. They were these:

Christendom’s clergy themselves have 
not been, and are not now, an example to 
their own flocks as to proclaiming the 
good news. Rather than get out among 
the people and carry the good news to the 
homes as the apostles and early disciples 
did, these men ring church bells and wait 
for the people to come to them. (Acts 5: 
42; 20:20) These sectarian ministers are



P a k is ta n  w ar could 
quickly involve the nu- 
c le a r  p o w e rs , som e 
would rather risk Ar- 
mageddon than concede 
any authority to an in- 
ternational body, even 
one representing most 
of m ankind.” (Para- 
graph five)

3Shortly  thereafter, 
under date of January 1, 
1972, in the newspaper 

The Philadelphia In- 
q u irer , th e  e d ito r ia l 
writer entitled his arti- 

cle “We Welcome a New Year with Ar- 
mageddon Still a t Bay,” and closed the 
article with this paragraph: “But, last 
midnight, it could be said that mankind 
made it through another 365 calendar 
leaves without obliterating itself, and the 
nation endured another twelvemonth with- 
out bloody revolution. And if in 1972 
Armageddon can once again be staved off, 
it will again be worth the time.”

4In those editorial statements we note 
that Armageddon is viewed as merely a 
war between humans on earth. The writ- 
ers failed to take the Bible view that Ar- 
mageddon will be a war between humans 
on earth and God the Almighty the Cre- 
ator of man and earth. All wars have 
caused hardship to the people and nations

the hostile relations be- 
tween God and men that is 
called Har-Magedon or Ar- 
mageddon. The inspired 
writer of the last book of 
the Holy Bible says that 
there are “expressions in- 
spired by demons” and that 
“they go forth to the kings 
of th e  e n tire  in h ab ited  
earth, to gather them to- 
gether to the war of the 
great day of God the Al- 
m ighty.. . .  And they gath- 
ered them together to the place that is 
called in Hebrew Har-Magedon.”—Rev. 
16:14-16.

3 According to this brief description, the 
war of Har-Magedon (or Armageddon) 
means a confrontation between hostile 
men and God the Almighty. Since the end 
of World War Π in the year 1945, promi- 
nent men and editorial writers have taken 
the name Armageddon into their vocabu- 
lary and made a modern-day application 
of it. Said one editorial writer in the news- 
paper The Spectator of Canada, under date 
of December 8, 1971, and under the head- 
ing “United Nations and War,” these 
words: “Although the leaders of nations 
are fully aware that situations such as 
the Middle East impasse and the India-

Mitnougn trie ng tree itself may 
not blossom, and there may be no 
yield on the vines; . . . yet, as for 
me, I will exult in Jehovah him- 
self; I will be joyful in the God 
of my salvation."-Hab. 3:17, 18.

4. (a) Between whom will the war at Har-Magedon 
really be? (b) What will this war entail upon all 
mankind, and, in view of that, what questions arise 
about one’s reaction?

1. What is Har-Magedon, who are seen being gathered 
there and under what agencies?
2, 3. Who have taken the term Armageddon into their 
vocabulary, and how is it being applied publicly?
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thorized Version) The New American Bi- 
hie says: “To a plaintive tune.”

«The chapter closes with another mu- 
sical reference, reading: “To the director 
on my stringed instruments.” (Hab. 3:19; 
Byington; AT) Other translations render 
the Hebrew term for “director” as “choir- 
master” and “Leader.” ( Standard
Version; Je; JP) Moffatt’s translation 
reads: “From the Choirmaster’s collec- 
tion.” These musical references have sug- 
gested to some that Habakkuk was a 
member of the choir of the temple a t Je- 
rusalem and hence was a Levite. At least, 
on finishing his lyrical prayer, the prophet 
Habakkuk handed it to the musical direc- 
tor at the temple for him to compose a 
suitable melody for it. The prophet Ha- 
bakkuk doubtless had the temple in mind, 
for, immediately before his lyrical prayer, 
he says: “But Jehovah is in his holy tern- 
pie. Keep silence before him, all the earth!” 
—Hab. 2:20.

7Likely the temple a t Jerusalem was 
the one that Habakkuk had in mind, but 
the real reference is to Jehovah’s heavenly 
spiritual temple, that He built, and not 
King Solomon of Jerusalem. It was into 
the Most Holy of this spiritual temple 
that Jesus the Messiah entered after his 
resurrection from the dead and his ascen- 
sion to heaven in the year 33 of our Com- 
mon Era.—Heb. 8:2; 9:23, 24.

8 As we study Habakkuk’s lyrical 
prayer, we can appreciate why he called 
for plaintive times or dirgelike melody for 
it. He did not live to see his prophetic 
prayer answered. The Christian Greek 
Scriptures quote from Habakkuk’s proph- 
ecy and locate its final fulfillment in the 
future, in our own generation. That is why 
we are interested in it. Our faith in the
6. (a) What does the close of Habakkuk 3:19 further 
suggest regarding the prophet? (b) What building did 
he doubtless have In mind, and why?
7. Which one was the temple referred to in Habakkuk
2 :20?
8. 9. Where do the Holy Scriptures locate the fulfillment 
of Habakkuk’s prophetic prayer, and how so?

746
involved, but the “war of the great day 
of God the Almighty” a t Har-Magedon 
will bring hardship to all humans around 
the globe. It will be the greatest war in 
all human experience. Necessarily so, be- 
cause it will be a war of all the political 
rulers of the entire inhabited earth against 
the greatest Warrior in all existence, God 
the Almighty. Well, then, with serious 
hardship bound to come then upon all 
mankind, will it be possible for anyone on 
earth to exult a t Har-Magedon? What 
reason could there then be for anyone 
among mankind to exult? Of what help 
and benefit will it be for anyone to exult 
a t Har-Magedon? The sacred Book that 
is the source of the name Har-Magedon 
gives the only answers to these questions.

* Seven centuries before the Christian 
prophet John gave the name of the battle- 
field of the coming universal war, Har- 
Magedon, there was a Hebrew prophet 
who gave a description of that same war. 
His Hebrew name was Habakkuk, which 
means “Embrace (of love),” or, “Ardent 
Embrace.” He finished writing his thrill- 
ing prophecy about the year 628 before 
our Common Era. He was interested in 
sacred music. This is indicated in the third 
and last chapter of the book of his proph- 
ecy, which is in the form of a lyric, a 
poem that was to be set to music. The 
opening verse of this chapter suggests 
mournful strains of music, such as those 
of dirges, saying: “The prayer of Habak- 
kuk the prophet in dirges”; or, as The Je· 
rusalem Bible says: “tone as for dirges.” 
Other Bible translations give the Hebrew 
word here for “dirges,” and read: “Upon 
Shigionoth,” or, “according to songs, or, 
tunes,” or, according to the Authorized 
Version Bible margin: “according to vari- 
able songs, or, tunes.” (Jewish Publication 
Society; An American Translation; Au-
5. (a) What prophet of the seventh century B.C.E. also 
had a vision of that war, and what does his name mean? 
(b) How does Habakkuk 3:1 indicate that he was 
interested in sacred music?
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quietly waiting nation for whom he 
prayed.

11In the year 607 before our Common 
Era the city of Jerusalem and its temple 
were destroyed by the armies of Babylon, 
but there was no answer to Habakkuk’s 
prayer then. Nor in the year 539 B.C.E., 
when the mightily walled city of Babylon 
on the Euphrates River fell to the victori- 
ous armies of the Medes and Persians un- 
der the Persian king, Cyrus the Great. The 
city of Jerusalem that was rebuilt there- 
after, from 537 B.C.E. onward, suffered a 
destruction and its rebuilt temple along 
with it. That was in the year 70 of our 
Common Era, by the military legions of 
Rome under General Titus. And yet there 
was no answer to Habakkuk’s prophetic 
prayer at that time. On the site of the 
wrecked city of Jerusalem a new city was 
built by the Romans. Even down to the 
outbreak of World War I in the year 1914 
that city continued under non-Jewish or 
Gentile rulers. The capture of the old 
walled city of Jerusalem by the Israelis in 
the six-day war of June 5-10, 1967, was 
not the answer to Habakkuk’s prayer. 
Nothing like what is described in chapter 
three of Habakkuk happened then or since 
to the Israelis.

12 In the light of the facts it is plain 
that Habakkuk’s prophetic prayer is not 
to have a fulfillment upon the political Re- 
public of Israel nor upon the Zionist move- 
ment nor the natural Israelites who are 
citizens of the various Gentile countries all 
around the globe. There is a reason for 
this. To the Christianized Hebrews of the 
first century C.E., it was revealed that 
Habakkuk’s prophecy must have its ful- 
fillment in favor of the faithful followers 
of Jesus the Messiah. These true disciples
11. What Is there to say about whether Habakkuk’s 
prayer was fulfilled upon the Israelites In 607 B.C.E., 
or 539 B.C.E., or 70 C.E., and in 1967 C.E. ?
12, 13. (a) Upon whom, then, is Habakkuk’s prayer due 
to be fulfilled? (b) What does the Christianized Hebrew 
Paul call these?

inspiration of the prophecy and its sure- 
ness leads us to look for its fulfillment 
in our generation. The book of He- 
brews, written to the Christianized He- 
brews about the year 61 of our Common 
Era, quotes from Habakkuk’s prophecy, 
chapter two, verses three and four, and 
says:

9 “You have need of endurance, in order 
that, after you have done the will of God, 
you may receive the fulfillment of the 
promise. For yet ‘a very little while,’ and 
‘he who is coming will arrive and will not 
delay.’ ‘But my righteous one will live by 
reason of faith,’ and, ‘if he shrinks back, 
my soul has no pleasure in him.’ Now we 
are not the sort that shrink back to de- 
struction, but the sort that have faith to 
the preserving alive of the soul.”—Heb. 
10:36-39.

A “PRAYER” FOR WHOM, FOR WHAT?
10In his prophetic prayer, Habakkuk 

speaks in the first person, using the pro- 
nouns I, my, me. Really, though, he is 
speaking representatively. He represents 
the nation of his people, the people of the 
kingdom of Judah with Jerusalem as its 
capital. This is clear from chapter three, 
verses thirteen through sixteen, where we 
read: “And you went forth for the salva- 
tion of your people, to save your anointed 
one. . . . With his own rods you pierced 
the head of his warriors when they moved 
tempestuously to scatter me. . . . and in 
my situation I was agitated, that I should 
quietly wait for the day of distress.” So 
the one that was to be scattered by an 
army of warriors under a military leader 
was, not Habakkuk himself, but the na- 
tion of which the prophet Habakkuk was 
a member. So the answer to Habakkuk’s 
prayer could come after he himself was 
dead, and yet it would come upon the
10. (a) While speaking in the first person, in what way 
was Habakkuk speaking? (b) Thus how could the prayer 
be answered in behalf of the one prayed for?
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Jehovah’s “activity” destroyed Pharaoh’s army as 
they pursued the Israelites through the Red Sea
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upon them be peace and mercy, 
even upon the Israel of God.” 
—Gal. 6:14-16; Moffatt, Jeru-
salem Bible, Revised Standard Ver- 
sion.

“ In the days when the apostle 
Paul wrote those words, Christen- 
dom did not exist, and so Paul was 
not calling Christendom the “Is- 
rael of God.” First three centuries 
later did Christendom come into 
existence, in the days of the Ro- 
man Em peror Constantine the 
Great, the pagan Pontifex Maxi- 
mus, and even down till now Chris- 
tendom has not shown itself to be 
the spiritual Israel of God, blessed 
with “peace and m ercy.” Both 
World War I  and World War Π 
broke out in Christendom, and the 
nations who then showed no mercy 
to one another were mostly na- 
tions of Christendom. The faithful 
C hristians of the firs t century 
whom the apostle Paul called “the 
Israel of God” came under perse- 
cution by the Roman Empire. Cor- 
respondingly, the surviving rem- 
nant of that spiritual Israel of God 
that was living in the time of 

World Wars I and Π came under persecu- 
tion by the warring nations of Christen- 
dom. Why? Because such spiritual Israel- 
ites, anointed with God’s holy spirit, tried 
to “walk orderly by this rule of conduct,” 
not having any active part in shedding 
blood with the nations of Christendom.

15 Who made up that remnant of spiri- 
tual Israelites anointed with holy spirit 
of Jehovah God? The facts of history iden- 
tify them. They were the ones concerning
14. (a) What is to be said as to whether Christendom 
is the “Israel of God’׳ ? (b) How do the spiritual Israel- 
ites of the first century and those of today correspond 
as to their experience?
15. Who make up this remnant of spiritual Israel since 
1914 C.E., and how were they to be identified?

of him were anointed with the holy spirit 
of Jehovah God in the year 33 C.E. and 
thereafter, and so these form a spiritual 
Israel of God. They are spiritual Israelites, 
spiritual Jews. (Rom. 2:28, 29) Referring 
to this spiritual Israel, the Christianized 
Hebrew, the apostle Paul, wrote to the 
Christians in the province of Galatia:

18 “Never may it occur that I should 
boast, except in the torture stake of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the 
world has been impaled to me and I to 
the world. For neither is circumcision 
anything nor is uncircumcision, but a new 
creation is something. And all those who 
will walk orderly by this rule of conduct,
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rael. (Rev. 7:9,10,14; Ex. 20:10; Matt. 24: 
21, 22) It was therefore quite fitting that 
the prophet Habakkuk should instruct the 
musical “director” of the temple a t Jeru- 
salem to compose the somber tones of a 
dirge* for these opening words:

17 “O Jehovah, I  have heard the report 
about you. I  have become afraid, O Jeho- 

.vah, of your activity.”—Hab. 3:2־

NATURALLY “AFRAID״ AT SUPERNATURAL 
“ACTIVITY״

18 Like the Israelite prophet Habakkuk, 
the spirit-anointed remnant of spiritual Is- 
raelites today have heard the report about 
this God of the Holy Bible, whose name 
is Jehovah. By the time of Habakkuk’s 
prophecy, the greater part of the inspired 
Hebrew Scriptures had been written, and 
through the pages of these he had “heard 
the report” about Jehovah. Today the 
remnant of spiritual Israelites have all the 
inspired Hebrew Scriptures, and, in addi- 
tion to them, all twenty-seven books of 
the inspired Greek Scriptures. By a dili- 
gent study of all these Sacred Scriptures 
the spirit-anointed remnant have “heard 
the report,” the true-to-fact report, about 
Habakkuk’s God, Jehovah. I t  is an awe- 
inspiring report of what actually took 
place because of Jehovah God.

19Through the Scriptural “report” the 
prophet Habakkuk saw his God Jehovah 
in action. Likewise, the anointed remnant 
of today, drawing a mental picture of Je- 
hovah’s “activity” as described in the 
Scriptural “report,” have also seen Him in 
action. If they had been personally on the 
scene back there to be eyewitnesses of Je-

* Compare the subscription of Habakkuk 3:19 with 
the superscriptions of Psalms 4 and 54.

18. How did Habakkuk hear the ״,report*״ about Jeho- 
vah, and how does the remnant of spiritual Israel hear
the “report״ ?
19, 20. (a) How do the anointed remnant, like Habak- 
kuk, see the ancient activity of Jehovah? (b) What 
effect should the “report״ of such divine activity have 
upon the anointed remnant?

whom Jesus Christ said in his prophecy 
about the “conclusion of the system of 
things” : “Then people will deliver you up 
to tribulation and will kill you, and you 
will be objects of hatred by all the na- 
tions on account of my name.” (Matt. 24: 
9) Those spirit-anointed Christians upon 
whom those prophetic words had their ful- 
fillment since 1914 C.E. were the faithful 
Bible students known as Jehovah’s Chris- 
tian witnesses. Their Christlike neutral 
position toward national politics, revolu- 
tions and international wars is well known 
world wide, and has focused upon them the 
hatred and persecution by Christendom 
and also nations no part of Christendom. 
Nevertheless, they are loved by Jehovah 
their God. As it were, they are in his ‘lov- 
ing embrace,’ a fact that is suggested in 
the prophet’s name, Habakkuk.

18 These spiritual Israelites today make 
the prophetic prayer of Habakkuk their 
own, and upon themselves they expect its 
fulfillment as an answer from Jehovah, 
whose spirit-anointed witnesses they are. 
There is very urgent reason for them to 
offer such a prayer to God. In the light 
of Bible prophecies and the situation that 
is developing throughout the earth, they 
expect that shortly, within this gener- 
ation, the “great tribulation” will over- 
take Christendom and all the rest of this 
system of things and will reach its great- 
est intensity in the “war of the great day 
of God the Almighty” at Har-Magedon. 
They realize that this will mean great 
hardship for them and for all those who 
take their stand alongside the spirit- 
anointed remnant and become their loyal 
companions in suffering. Already there is 
a “great crowd” of such God-fearing com- 
panions, who are like strangers or ‘alien 
residents’ within the gates of spiritual Is-
16, 17. (a) Why is it very urgent for the remnant of 
spiritual Israel to make Habakkuk's prayer their own? 
(b) Why was it appropriate for Habakkuk to instruct 
the “director״ to set the prayer to dirge tones?
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21Why, though, make oneself afraid? 
Why bring to mind such a fear-inspiring 
“report״ ? There was a need to do so as 
Habakkuk looked ahead prophetically to 
the future and foresaw an international at- 
tack upon the true worshipers of Jehovah. 
For the anointed remnant of today there 
is a need to do likewise, for now this rem- 
nant knows that it is getting close to the 
time of that international attack by the 
enemies of Jehovah. It is now a time to 
believe and depend on it that this God of 
such ancient “activity” is not dead! For 
the sake of the anointed remnant and

hovah’s activity, they would have “become 
afraid,” just as Habakkuk said that he 
was at the report alone. Just think of Je- 
hovah’s activity in the year 1513 B.C.E., 
when he liberated the enslaved ancestors 
of Habakkuk in Egypt and then destroyed 
the chariots and horsemen of Pharaoh of 
Egypt as they madly pursued the escaping 
Israelites through the dried-up bed of the 
Red Sea.

20 Think, too, of the fear-inspiring dem- 
onstration that Jehovah gave at Mount 
Sinai in Arabia at the time that he de- 
dared the Ten Commandments to the en­

their loyal companions he needs to be alive 
and just as active. So it is time for them 
to take up the fervent prayer of Habak- 
kuk and say:
21, 22. (a) Why was there need to bring to mind such 
a fear-inspiring “report," both in Habakkuk’s case and 
in that of the anointed remnant? (b) So what fervent 
prayer of Habakkuk for action is it now the time for 
the remnant to take up?

brought the Israelites miraculously through 
flood stage and into the Promised Land

camped Israelites. Think, further, of what 
activity he miraculously displayed in be- 
half of his chosen people during their 
forty-year wandering in the dangerous 
wilderness and how, at the end of those 
forty years, he brought this migrant peo- 
pie through the Jordan River at flood 
stage and into the Promised Land, in 1473 
B.C.E. Think still further of Jehovah’s ac- 
tivity during the centuries when he raised 
up the judges to act as deliverers of his 
oppressed people. Yes, 
think of when, not too 
long before the time 
of Habakkuk, Jehovah 
used his heavenly an- 
gel to wipe out 185,- 
000 Assyrian invaders 
in a single night and 
delivered Jerusalem  
from capture by the 
God-defying Assyrian 
king Sennacherib. If 
we try to visualize all 
this activity  on the 
part of this Almighty 
God Jehovah, it should 
have no other effect 
t h a n  to  m a k e  u s  
afraid. Habakkuk ad- 
mitted he was afraid.

The Bible “ report” 
shows that Jehovah 
the Jordan River at
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count of the chosen ones whom he has 
chosen he has cut short the days.”—Mark 
13:20, NW; The Christian’s Bible—New  
Testament,by George N. LeFevre (1928), 

which also uses the name Jehovah here.

GOD ON THE MARCH!
25 After the prophet Habakkuk prays for 

Jehovah to bring to life again his ac- 
tivity of old in the coming years, the kind 
of activity for which Habakkuk prays he 
now describes, saying: “God himself pro- 
ceeded to come from Teman, even a Holy 
One from Mount Paran. Selah. His dignity 
covered the heavens; and with his praise 
the earth became filled. As for his bright- 
ness, it got to be just like the light. He 
had two rays issuing out of his hand, and 
there the hiding of his strength was. Be- 
fore him pestilence kept going, and burn- 
ing fever would go forth a t his feet.” 
—Hab. 3:3-5.

26Habakkuk here names two historical 
places in the Middle East, namely, Teman 
and Mount Paran. Teman was associated 
with the land of Edom. Edom (meaning 
“Red”) was the nickname that was given 
to Abraham’s grandson Esau after he sold 
his Abrahamic birthright to his twin 
brother Jacob for some red pottage to sat- 
isfy his raging hunger. (Gen. 25:27-34) 
Paran was a mountainous wilderness re- 
gion that lay north of Mount Sinai. In this 
wilderness region the migrant nation of 
Israel wandered about for some thirty- 
eight years prior to their invading the 
Promised Land. (Num. 10:11, 12; Deut. 
2:14) The land of Edom lay to the north- 
east of this, between the Gulf of Aqabah 
and the Dead Sea. The “King’s Highway” 
passed through Edom. As for Teman 
(meaning “southern”), there was a de-
25, 26. (a) From what two historical places does Habak- 
kuk now describe God as marching? (b) What were the 
features of those two localities?

22 “In the midst of the years O bring it 
to life! In the midst of the years may you 
make it known. During the agitation, to 
show mercy may you remember.”—Hab. 
3:2.

23For what was Habakkuk here pray- 
ing while prophetically speaking for the 
anointed remnant of today? It was for Je- 
hovah God to repeat his activity, to re- 
vive it, to make it come alive again, in 
the course of the years, a t the critical time 
during those years. Let Him again make 
known his activity in behalf of his en- 
dangered worshipers. There is reason for 
Jehovah to be agitated into taking action. 
If his agitation is a t his anointed remnant 
and the “great crowd” of loyal compan- 
ions because of any shortcomings on their 
part, may He graciously remember to 
show mercy to them for his holy name’s 
sake. But if His agitation is against per- 
secutors and attackers of his worshipers, 
then, during the action that his agitation 
moves him to take against these arrogant 
enemies, may he remember to show mercy 
to the remnant and the “great crowd” of 
companions in their distress. Let him not 
permit the “great tribulation” to result in 
their death. Let him fulfill the prophecy 
of his Son Jesus Christ concerning the 
“great tribulation” :

24 “For then there will be great tribu- 
lation such as has not occurred since the 
world’s beginning until now, no, nor will 
occur again. In fact, unless those days 
were cut short, no flesh would be saved; 
but on account of the chosen ones those 
days will be cut short.” (Matt. 24:21, 22) 
“In fact, unless Jehovah had cut short the 
days, no flesh would be saved. But on ac-

23, 24. (a) For what to be brought to life in the midst 
of the years was Habakkuk thus praying? (b) Whose 
“agitation'’ was it here and against whom, and in what 
way was the showing of mercy to be remembered?
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scription is in agreement with that of Ha- 
bakkuk regarding the southern point of 
departure for the advancing Israelites. 
Just within two months before the Israel- 
ites crossed the Jordan River into the 
Promised Land, he began his blessing on 
Israel by saying:

28 “Jehovah—from Sinai he came, and 
he flashed forth from Seir [occupied by 
the Edomites] upon them. He beamed 
forth from the mountainous region of Pa- 
ran, and with him were holy myriads, at 
his right hand warriors belonging to them. 
He was also cherishing his people; all their 
holy ones are in your hand.”—Deut. 33:

1־3.
29Of course, Jehovah God did not vis- 

ibly appear a t the head of the marching 
columns of the Israelites. However, al- 
though remaining invisible to human eye, 
he did make a praiseworthy record for 
himself as their unseen Leader. Also, the 
visible representation of Him, namely, the 

pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of 
fire by night, went before them.—Ex. 
13:21, 22; Num. 14:14; Deut. 31:15.

30 When, in the year 1474 B.C.E., Je- 
hovah finally moved his homeless peo- 
pie from the mountainous region of 
Paran with the Promised Land as their 
destination, the Gentile nations became 
aware of it. It was like a shining light 
that made things manifest to them. It 
was evidence that God himself in dig- 
nity was on the march. For decades his 
people had been in obscurity in the 
wilderness of the Sinai Peninsula, and 
now they were brought into the light. 
It was the powerful “hand” of Jehovah 
that was being seen in action. It was 
as if double rays of light were issuing 
from his “hand,” beaming forth light in 
both directions, on both sides. Strength

scendant of Edom (Esau) named Teman, 
and the place named for Teman may have 
been an Edomite city. But Jewish authori- 
ties locate it to the northeast of Edom. But 
it was from Teman that “God himself pro- 
ceeded to come” when leading his chosen 
people to the Promised Land.

27Because of Edomite disapproval and 
opposition, the migrant nation of Israel 
did not use the King’s Highway through 
the land of Edom, but likely passed north- 
ward alongside the eastern boundary of 
Edom and around Moab toward the Dead 
Sea. (Num. 20:14-21) Thus, enemies and 
unfriendly people along the line of march 
did not stop the Israelites in their progress 
from the mountainous region of Paran and 
past Teman and toward the Promised 
Land. The prophet Moses was the visible 
leader of the marching nation, and his de­
27, 28. (a) How did the migrant Israelites keep advanc- 
ing in spite of enemies and unfriendly peoples? (b) How 
do Moses' references agree with those of Habakkuk as 
to the starting point of Israel’s march?

29. How did Jehovah go before his marching people, 
and what kind of record did he make for himself?
30. After decades in obscurity, how were the Israel- 
ites again brought into the light?
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stances, he will survey the battlefield of 
Har-Magedon and take note of the de- 
ployment of the enemy battle lines. So 
Habakkuk’s dirgelike prayer continues on 
to say: “He stood still, that he might shake 
up the earth. He saw, and then caused 
nations to leap. And the eternal mountains 
got to be smashed; the indefinitely lasting 
hills bowed down. The walkings of long 
ago are his. Under what is hurtful I saw 
the tents of Cushan. The tent cloths of the 
land of Midian began to be agitated.” 
—Hab. 3:6, 7.

34 Jehovah does not impulsively rush 
pell-mell into anything. He takes his po- 
sition and turns his attention to the situa- 
tion that calls for action, to see that he 
has his enemies just where he wants them, 
fully exposing themselves as to their in- 
tents. His taking his stand, ready for ac- 
tion, causes a commotion in the figurative 
“earth” that lies before him; it causes, as 
it were, an earthquake in the earthly or- 
ganization of the enemy. When it becomes 
evident that it is indeed Jehovah who has 
approached and stands before them, the 
earthly organization gets all shaken up 
prior to falling to ruin. When the nations 
at last realize that Jehovah God the Al- 
mighty ‘sees' them and that he is giving 
his attention to them, they are indeed 
startled. Awakening now to the real state 
of affairs, they leap, not for joy, but with 
a shock, in a burst of agitation. They will 
be like the Egyptian charioteers and cav- 
alrymen, who, when bogged down in the 
midst of the Red Sea, saw the real cause 
of their trouble and began crying out: 
“Let us flee from any contact with Israel, 
because Jehovah certainly fights for them 
against the Egyptians.”—Ex. 14:25.

35 No earthly organization, even though
34. (a) How will the earth be shaken up by Jehovah’s 
standing still?, (b) How will the nations leap when 
Jehovah ‘sees’?
35. (a) What will happen to organizations, like moun- 
tains and hills, in Jehovah’s line of march? (b) In 
what way will the “walkings of long ago’’ be those of 
Jehovah then?

is hidden in Jehovah’s hand. The light 
therefrom is a strong light. Enemy na- 
tions cannot bedim it or fail to see its 
glory.—Hab. 3:4.

31 Concerning the “time of the end,” 
which history proves began in the year 
1914 C.E. as marked by World War I, 
Jesus prophesied that, not only would 
there be international war, but there 
would also be earthquakes, famines and 
pestilences. (Matt. 24:3, 7, 8; Luke 21:10, 
11; Dan. 12:4) Such pestilences were pro- 
duced by the unsanitary conditions ere- 
ated by immoral and war-afflicted man- 
kind. But, when, in the near future, 
Jehovah marches to the “war of the great 
day of God the Almighty” at H ar- 
Magedon, he will bring death upon many 
of his enemies by the nonviolent, silent 
means of execution, pestilence.

32 It will then be dangerous, fatal, to get 
in the way of Jehovah’s line of march to 
victory, for ahead of his steps he will send 
the pestilence and behind his heels he will 
leave victims afflicted with death-dealing 
burning fever. As Habakkuk 3:5 said of 
the oncoming Jehovah: “Before him pesti- 
lence kept going, and burning fever would 
go forth at his feet.” His ability to do this 
he illustrated during the final days of Mo- 
ses, when Jehovah laid low in death 24,000 
immoral Israelites on the plains of Moab 
across the river from the Promised Land, 
because they broke his commandments 
and committed fornication with pagan 
women and turned to worshiping the false 
god, Baal of Peor.—Num. 25:1-9.

NATIONS TO BE STARTLED
33According to the way that Jehovah 

has acted long ago under given circum-
31, 32. (a) How does Habakkuk 3:5 undergo fulfillment 
concerning pestilence and burning fever? (b) How, at 
the plains of Moab, did Jehovah demonstrate his ability 
to do this?
33. Before proceeding against the enemy forces at 
Har-Magedon, what will Jehovah do, as suggested in 
Habakkuk 3:6?
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of these, Habakkuk uses the tent dwellers 
of Cushan and of the land of Midian, close- 
ly related or neighboring territories. Al- 
though the land of Midian lay east of the 
Gulf of Aqabah and was not in the direct 
line of march of the Israelites on their way 
to the Promised Land, yet the Midianites 
were agitated, as it were even the tent 
cloths taking on the agitation of the dwell- 
ers inside. The prophet Habakkuk saw 
“what is hurtful” upon the tents of Cush- 
an. The tenters felt that Jehovah’s passing 
by with his redeemed people meant no 
good for those in Cushan. The depressed 
and tense feelings that afflicted them 
hurt them, pained them, kept them in sus- 
pense. Certainly it will not be good to be 
among those who are afflicted with painful 
feelings and agitation a t the report of 
Jehovah’s forward movements a t H ar- 
Magedon. They are not among those who 
exult in Jehovah under such circumstanc- 
es, although hardships may be involved.
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imposingly high like a mountain, will be 
allowed to obstruct Jehovah’s march to 
triumph. All such mountainlike organiza- 
tions, though appearing to be eternal for 
age, will be smashed. Other less promi- 
nent earthly organizations, whose capacity 
for endurance seemed to be indefinitely 
lasting, like that of the hills, will have to 
bow in defeat, letting Jehovah march 
ahead, trampling them underfoot. His ways 
of walking at Har-Magedon will be like his 
“walkings of long ago,” only on a great- 
ly magnified scale. What He did of old he 
can do today. He will bring to life again 
his activity of olden time.

36 What the God of Habakkuk does as he 
pushes forward irresistibly strikes terror 
into all those who hear the report of it, 
these ones not being friendly to Jehovah 
and his chosen people. As an illustration
36. (a) What is illustrated by the tents of Cushan feel- 
ing hurt and the tent cloths of Midian being agitated? 
(b) Such ones are not among what exultant people?

IN  SPITE OF PERSONAL HARDSHIPS?
of God the Almighty” a t Har-Magedon, 
the prophet says:

2 “Is it against the rivers, O Jehovah, is 
it against the rivers that your anger has 
become hot, or is your fury against the 
sea? For you went riding upon your hors- 
es; your chariots were salvation. In its 
nakedness your bow comes to be uncov- 
ered. The sworn oaths of the tribes are 
the thing said. Selah. With rivers you pro- 
ceeded to split the earth. Mountains saw

κ־׳Τ> LESSED are those who will be able 
D יי  to exult at Har-Magedon in spite of 
the personal hardships that will then be- 
fall them. Habakkuk finally sets forth the 
reason for such exultation as he carries 
forward his prophetic prayer. Still de- 
scribing the exploits of Jehovah God as 
He enters into the “war of the great day
1, 2. (a) Those able to exult at Har-Magedon are called 
what? (b) What display of superhuman power with 
waters on the part of Jehovah does Habakkuk now 
describe ?
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posal of the Creator to split the earth and 
engulf the enemies, as in the days of Judge 
Barak and the prophetess Deborah. Wa- 
ters from the skies above can pour down 
in a thunderstorm. In contrast to waters 
dropping from above, the waters of the 
deep under the earth can be made to gey- 
ser or spout up, as if the deep were lifting 
up its hands on high to play a part in the 
destruction of the enemies.—Hab. 3:9, 10.

6 While mountains writhe as if in severe 
pains, Jehovah displays himself as a war- 
rior with superhuman weapons of war. His 
winged darts of death and his means of 
propelling them are no mere man-made 
arrows and bow. They will not be left cov- 
ered, concealed, as if in a bow cover and 
a quiver. Roaring thunderbolts and crack- 
ling lightnings are in his divine armory. 
At the flashing of God’s means of death 
to his enemies the light will be so intense 
by day and night, that the natural sun and 
moon will, as it were, feel themselves not 
needed for illumination. It will be as if 
they “stood still,” not functioning as light 
bearers, but letting Jehovah’s radiant mis- 
siles put on a display of illuminating pow- 
er. To add to the awe-inspiring spectacle 
of speedy flashing missiles of destruction, 
Jehovah’s larger weapon, like a spear, will 
be sent streaking through the air and add 
to the brightness by its lightnings. Imag- 
ine the mental effect of such war action 
upon the foes of Jehovah and of his people!

FOR WHOSE SALVATION THE WAR IS WAGED
3 Let the nations of the earth take warn- 

ing. The very ones whom they have now 
for decades made the “objects of hatred 
by all the nations” are the ones whom Je- 
hovah will save at Har-Magedon, whereas 
the nations themselves suffer for hating 
those whom He loves. Under inspiration,
5. How does Habakkuk 3:11 picture Jehovah’s brilliant 
weapons of warfare?
6. What warning should the nations take as regards 
those to be saved at Har-Magedon?

you; they got to be in severe pains. A 
thunderstorm of waters passed through. 
The watery deep gave forth its sound. On 
high its hands it lifted up. Sun—moon— 
stood still, in the lofty abode thereof. Like 
light your own arrows kept going. The 
lightning of your spear served for bright- 
ness.”—Hab. 3:8-11.

3 Not only do mountainlike obstacles fail 
to halt Jehovah in his march, but also 
seemingly uncrossable things like rivers 
and seas do. In the year 1513 B.C.E. the 
Red Sea learned that fact, when Jehovah 
divided its waters from east to west in 
order to bring his liberated people through 
to safety on the shores of the Sinai Pen- 
insula. In the year 1473 B.C.E. the flood- 
ing Jordan River was taught the same 
fact when God the Almighty cut off its 
flood tide from the north and dried up 
the riverbed for his people under Gen- 
eral Joshua to cross over and set foot 
at length upon the Promised Land. At 
such treatment of obstructing waters, the 
prophet could well ask whether wrath and 
fury were against rivers and sea. Where- 
as Egypt’s Pharaoh and his horsemen and 
chariots were swallowed up in the at- 
tempted Red Sea crossing, Jehovah and 
his heavenly armies, riding as it were on 
war horses, plunge right in and chum 
their way through anything like rivers and 
sea seemingly blocking passage. His sym- 
bolic chariots, instead of conveying their 
drivers to a watery grave, bear the riders 
to salvation, to victory!

4How faith-strengthening this is to Je- 
hovah’s anointed remnant of spiritual Is- 
raelites today, who, like the tribes of an- 
cient Israel, are under sworn oaths to Him, 
through the new covenant with Him as 
mediated through his Son Jesus Christ! 
They know that flash floods are a t the dis-
3. How did Jehovah, in the years 1513 and 1473 B.C.E., 
demonstrate that things like a sea and river are no 
obstacle to Him?
4. How can God split the earth with rivers and cause 
the watery deep to raise up its “hands” on high?
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earthly nations, but, rather, leads the 
armies of heavenly angels against the 
nations that are attacking Jehovah’s 
“people” a t Har-Magedon. This “people” 
is composed of the remnant of spirit- 
anointed disciples of Jesus Christ, and, 
together, these spirit-begotten anointed 
members of spiritual Israel make up Je- 
hovah’s “anointed one” at Har-Magedon. 
As it is written in Psalm 28:8, 9, propheti- 
cally, concerning spiritual Israel:

10 “Jehovah is a strength to his people, 
and he is a stronghold of the grand salva- 
tion of his anointed one. Do save your 
people, and bless your inheritance; and 
shepherd them and carry them to time 
indefinite.”—See also 1 John 2:20, 27; 
2 Corinthians 1:21.

11 Along with Jehovah’s “anointed one” 
there will be a “great crowd” of fellow 
worshipers that will be saved at H ar- 
Magedon. These also will have fled from 
the Babylonish world empire of false re- 
ligion before the destruction of Babylon 
the Great. Although not being of the spiri- 
tual Israelites who make up Jehovah’s 
“anointed one,” they will join the “anoint- 
ed one” in worshiping and serving Jeh 
vah at his spiritual temple. Revelation 7: 
9-15 assures us that they will survive the 
“great tribulation.”

12In dramatic contrast with the salva- 
tion of the “anointed one” and the “great 
crowd” there will be the complete deso- 
lation of the “house of the wicked one.” 
Like a house that is laid bare and de- 
stroyed from the roof to the foundation, 
the wicked system of things that they 
established under the unseen influence 
of Satan the Devil will be knocked to 
pieces. The head ones of this international 
“house” will be crushed in, broken to 
pieces, and those making up the underpart
11. Who else on earth will be saved along with the 
“anointed one“ at Har-Magedon?
12. What, however, will happen then to the “house of 
the wicked one“ ?
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the prophet Habakkuk makes this plain, 
as he goes on to say: “With denunciation 
you went marching through the earth. In 
anger you went threshing the nations. And 
you went forth for the salvation of your 
people, to save your anointed one. You 
broke to pieces the head one out of the 
house of the wicked one. There was a lay- 
ing of the foundation bare, clear up to the 
neck. Selah.”—Hab. 3:12, 13; Matt. 24:9.

7Thus the worshipers of Jehovah God 
may have confidence that He will come to 
their aid a t Har-Magedon. They are the 
ones that will be under attack by all the 
worldly nations. As the book of Revela- 
tion, chapters seventeen through nineteen, 
shows, this will be after the surprising 
destruction of that international prosti- 
tute, Babylon the Great, the world empire 
of false religion, including Christendom. 
Jehovah’s worshipers who have come out 
from bondage in that Babylonish religious 
empire, will be preserved clear through 
the destruction of Christendom and all the 
rest of Babylon the Great.

8The irreligious nations who will have 
brought about this destruction will then 
concentrate on trying to wipe out from the 
earth the pure worship of the one living 
and true God, Jehovah. In order not to 
let the godless nations succeed in this, Je- 
hovah will have to go forth for the salva- 
tion of ,his people.’ So in “denunciation” 
of the evil-intentioned nations He will 
march through the earth and angrily 
thresh the nations, pounding them under- 
foot like grain on a threshing floor.

9The “anointed one” whom Jehovah 
goes forth to save is not his glorified Son, 
Jesus the Messiah or Anointed One. Reve- 
lation 17:14 and 19:11-16 reveal that Je- 
sus Christ needs no salvation from the
7, 8. (a) After what great religious event will this 
salvation take place? (b) To preserve what on earth 
will Jehovah perform this salvation, and how will he 
treat the nations?
9, 10. Who is the “anointed one“ whom Jehovah goes 
forth to save?
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surprise. He will not lead his afflicted 
“anointed one” and their loyal compan- 
ions into any ambush of the enemy. When 
the anti-God nations storm out tempestu- 
ously to scatter the practicers of the true, 
pure religion, Almighty God will turn the 
weapons of the attacking nations against 
themselves to fight among and against 
themselves. (Zech. 14:13; 2 Chron. 20:22־ 
24) However, Almighty God will do more 
than just cause the international enemies 
to use their own military rods to pierce 
the heads of their own warriors. He will 
also himself use superhuman forces at His 
command to carry the destruction to a 
completion. With the “horses” of his heav- 
enly armies under Jesus Christ, he will 
push onward victoriously through the 
“sea” and the “heap of vast waters” of the 
surging, roaring enemies. Thus His own 
people will not be overwhelmed in destrue- 
tion at Har-Magedon. They will be eye- 
witnesses of Jehovah’s sublime victory!

QUIETLY WAITING FOB THE 
“DAY OF DISTRESS”

13 As we today look ahead to the coming 
“war of the great day of God the Al- 
mighty” a t Har-Magedon, we do not leave 
out of mind what it will mean as respects 
the physical living conditions of people, 
especially of those under attack by the 
desperate nations. Hence, the certain pros- 
pect of hardships grows upon us more and 
more and makes us very serious. Look at 
how the prophet Habakkuk was affected 
by merely the prophetic vision of that sol- 
emn time. He says: “I heard, and my belly 
began to be agitated; a t the sound my lips 
quivered; rottenness began to enter into 
my bones; and in my situation I was agi- 
tated, that I  should quietly wait for the 
day of distress, for his coming up to the 
people, that he may raid them.”—Hab. 
3:16.
16. How are we affected by the prospect of what H ar- 
Magedon will mean for people, as indicated by the 
effects of the *‘report׳״ on Habakkuk himself?

of the worldwide structure will be demol- 
ished clear to the base, not even the 
“foundation” being left covered in the 
ground as a base for a new building there- 
on. The foundation will be laid bare, ex- 
posed in a wrecked condition. The “house 
of the wicked one” will be no more on 
earth.

13 At the battlefield of Har-Magedon the 
nationalistic enemies of Jehovah’s “anoint- 
ed one” will be thrown into suicidal con- 
fusion. In a prophetic vision of this, the 
prophet Habakkuk says in his prayer to 
Jehovah as a Warrior: “With his own rods 
you pierced the head of his warriors when 
they moved tempestuously to scatter me. 
Their high glee was as of those bent on 
devouring an afflicted one in a place of 
concealment. Through the sea you trod 
with your horses, through the heap of vast 
waters.”—Hab. 3:14, 15.

14 When speaking of the international 
attempt to “scatter me” with tempestuous 
force, Habakkuk is speaking of himself as 
representing or standing for Jehovah’s 
“anointed one,” His people in need of sal- 
vation from the attackers. Like maraud- 
ers who lie in wait in a concealed place 
for a victim, the nations assembled in full 
array at Har-Magedon will leap out upon 
Jehovah’s “anointed one” and the “great 
crowd” of fellow worshipers to destroy all 
these as they destroyed religious Bab- 
ylon the Great. The “afflicted one” whom 
they expect to devour in high glee at 
their “place of concealment” is Jehovah’s 
“anointed one,” whom the worldly nations 
have always afflicted in their hatred of 
Jehovah’s worshipers. But their concealed 
place is not hid from Jehovah God.

13Jehovah will not be taken by any
13, 14. (a) When speaking of the nations moving tern- 
pestuously to scatter “me,״ of whom is Habakkuk 
speaking? (b) Who is the “afflicted one״ whom the 
nations expect to devour gleefully in a place of con- 
cealment?
Λ5. How is it that the heads of the warriors of 
the wicked one are pierced “with his own rods״ by 
Jehovah? (b) How is the destruction of the enemy 
forces brought to a completion by Jehovah?
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18 Whereas that hostile “people” aims at 

raiding Jehovah’s “anointed one” at H ar- 
Magedon, the “day of distress” from Je- 
hovah will be like a raider that will raid 
the armed “people.” Thus the “day of dis- 
tress” is personified as a man who comes 
up to the people or army of the enemies 
“that he may raid them.” (Hab. 3:16) As 
the Jewish Publication Society Version 
puts it: “That I should wait for the day 
of trouble, when he cometh up against the 
people that he invadeth.” This will mean 
destruction for the enemy “people.”

20War always brings disagreeable con* 
ditions for those involved, especially for 
those under attack. The “war of the great 
day of God the Almighty” a t Har-Magedon 
can be expected to bring hardships for 
those who are then under attack by the 
combined enemies of Jehovah’s worship* 
ers. It was not as a mere possibility of 
such hardships that the prophet Habak- 
kuk spoke of such a thing, saying: “A1* 
though the fig tree itself may not blossom, 
and there may be no yield on the vines; 
the work of the olive tree may actually 
turn out a failure, and the terraces them- 
selves may actually produce no food; the 
flock may actually be severed from the 
pen, and there may be no herd in the en- 
closures; yet, as for me, I will exult in 
Jehovah himself; I will be joyful in the 
God of my salvation.” (Hab. 3:17, 18) 
Habakkuk speaks of this as a very real 
likelihood.

21 Habakkuk prophetically envisioned 
extreme economic hardship for Jehovah’s 
“anointed one” because of the intemation* 
al attempt to scatter the worshipers of Je- 
hovah. It would seem as if there was noth- 
ing for these to live on. Their survival was 
in doubt!
20. (a) What kind of conditions does war always bring, 
and particularly for whom? (b) So what bad economic 
condition does Habakkuk describe, and this as merely 
possible or as likely?
21. For whom did Habakkuk envision such extreme 
economic conditions, and because of what?
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17 At just contemplating the report on 

the coming “day of distress” in all its 
sobering significance, as set out in Habak- 
kuk 3:2-15, the prophet felt as if he were 
about to collapse. His bones seemed to 
melt in decay, providing no strong frame 
to hold his body erect on his feet; his 
whole body underwent agitation; his lips 
could utter no words, but merely quiver. 
His situation was indeed one of agitation 
even before the actual arrival of the ter- 
rifying “day of distress.” But did his agi- 
tation drive him to suicide as a way of 
escape, or to the use of drugs to deaden 
his senses to reality? No! His agitation 
was induced by God through the inspired 
report given to him as a prophet. So his 
agitation affected him in the right way, 
in the right direction, namely, “that I 
should quietly wait for the day of dis- 
tress.” This is the way that the remnant 
of spiritual Israelites today, and also the 
“great crowd” of faithful companions, 
should react as they see the evidences that 
the frightening “day of distress” is getting 
closer within this generation. They should 
keep calm and wait.

18 They should note that Habakkuk does 
not say that the “day of distress” is for 
Jehovah’s people, His “anointed one.” 
Habakkuk said that he himself would 
quietly wait for the “day of distress” to 
come from Jehovah “up to the people,” or, 
literally, “up to a people.” In the Hebrew 
Scriptures the term “people” is often ap- 
plied to an army, as in the prophecy of 
Daniel 9:26. So the “people” for whom the 
“day of distress” is prepared is the hos- 
tile army of the nations that attack Jeho- 
vah’s “anointed one” at Har-Magedon. 
That “day of distress” will dawn for such 
“people” or anti-God army.

17. (a) Habakkuk’s agitation over the “report״ moved 
him to do what, and why? (b) How should the remnant 
and \ive “ gTeat crowd״ react today to the “report׳׳?
18, 19. (a) For whom is the “day of distress״ meant? 
(b) How is this day of distress personified, with what 
result to the “people״ ?
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Magedon. Naturally, the economic and liv- 
ing conditions and personal freedoms of 
Jehovah’s Christian witnesses should be 
reduced to a very low subsistence level. 
Extermination will stare them in the face! 
O the hardships then!

24 Will they panic with fear? Will they 
yield to the attacking enemies and re- 
nounce their faith and cease to be Jeho* 
vah’s Christian witnesses? Or, will they 
lose hope and sink into the slough of 
despondency and die spiritually? No! 
answers back Habakkuk in speaking pro- 
phetically for them. Despite all these hard- 
ships brought upon them for their faith- 
fulness to the one living and true God, 
Jehovah’s Christian witnesses will cry out: 
"Yet, as for me, I will exult in Jehovah 
himself; I will be joyful in the God of my 
salvation.”—Hab. 3:18.

25 Their God, Jehovah, is a God of salva- 
tion, and he will save them. Jehovah will 
vindicate himself as their Savior and De- 
liverer. When they seem to be in their 
worst extremity and certain extermina- 
tion threatens, the “day of distress” will 
break forth upon their persecutors and 
attackers. It will swiftly invade them like 
a raider, for then Jehovah will go forth 
with his heavenly angels under Jesus 
Christ and will save his faithful witnesses 
on earth. They will become witnesses of 
Jehovah in a further regard, when they 
behold him destroy all the enemies on 
earth and vindicate his universal sover- 
eignty.

26This is not the time for Jehovah’s 
Christian witnesses to weaken as they dis- 
cem the hardships incidental to H ar-
24. What questions arise as to the conduct of Jehovah’s 
witnesses at that time, but how does Habakkuk pro- 
phetically answer for them?
25. How will Jehovah then vindicate himself as a Savior, 
and who on earth will be eyewitnesses of his vindicating 
his sovereignty?
26. (a) In view of Habakkuk’s closing words, what is 
this not the time for, as respects Jehovah’s witnesses? 
(b) How will they act as if having hinds’ feet from
Jehovah ?

22 Even today, in this “time of the end,” 
when the famines, pestilences, earthquakes 
and international warfare are taking their 
toll of the inhabitants of the earth even be- 
fore the outbreak of the “great tribula- 
tion,” the economic and other living condi- 
tions of all mankind are working hardship 
for more and more people. Even dur- 
ing the “great tribulation” itself, accord- 
ing to His own prophecies, Jehovah God 
will take action against his earthly ene- 
mies with plague, earthquakes and other 
elemental forces against which His ene- 
mies cannot fight with their nuclear bombs 
and economic and medical programs. Who 
can escape from being affected to some 
extent? It is true that the spirit-anointed 
remnant of spiritual Israelites and the as- 
sociated “great crowd” are, like Jesus, 
“no part of the world,” yet they are “in 
the world” and cannot help but feel effects 
due to world conditions. Moreover, as “ob- 
jects of hatred” by all nations and peoples, 
they cannot expect to be given favored 
treatment and exemptions from worldwide 
discomfort.—John 15:19; 17:11.

23 What, though, when the nations, hav- 
ing wreaked their vengeance on Babylon 
the Great, mass together in total warfare 
against Jehovah’s surviving worshipers to 
scatter and devour them? No longer wffl 
the governmental “superior authorities” 
of this world serve as ‘God’s ministers’ to 
Jehovah’s Christian witnesses for their 
good. (Rom. 13:1-4) Their means of serv- 
ing the public in general will break down 
or be disrupted. Besides now failing as 
‘God’s ministers’ in this respect, they will 
now turn themselves into fighters against 
Jehovah God by unitedly attacking his 
people, thus provoking the war of Har-
22. (a) According to His prophecies, with what will 
Jehovah take action against his enemies during the 
“great tribulation’’? (b) Why can His worshipers not 
expect preferential treatment and exemption from the 
worldwide discomfort?
23. From being God’s ministers for good, what will the 
“superior authorities’’ become, and how will this affect 
Jehovah’s witnesses?
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Jehovah God, they will dash up to the safe 
heights of undefeated integrity toward the 
Sovereign Lord Jehovah. There they will 
continue treading surefootedly as follow- 
ers of the reigning King Jesus Christ. Like 
bounding hinds they will leap into the 
blessings of God’s righteous new order, as 
survivors of all the hardships of H ar- 
Magedon.

Magedon shaping up and getting closer. 
Instead, let their voices ring out with the 
triumphant closing words of the prophet 
Habakkuk: “Jehovah the Sovereign Lord 
is my vital energy; and he will make my 
feet like those of the hinds, and upon my 
high places he will cause me to tread.” 
(Hab. 3:19) Strengthened in their spiri- 
tual limbs by their exultation and joy in

That was in 
the year 1925.1 was twenty- 

one years of age, but from my teens I had 
been searching for God’s truth.

My mother belonged to the Church of 
England, but I rejected that. My father 
was an atheist, but I  came to the conclu- 
sion that there had to be a God. So one 
day, for the first time in my life, I  knelt 
at my bedside and directed a prayer to 
the true God and asked him to reveal his 
truth and his people to me. The very next 
morning I was handed a Scriptural book 
entitled “Millions Now Living Will Never 
Die.” I devoured it. This was the answer 
to my prayer.

I returned the next day to the woman 
who had given me the book and asked for 
more. I left with an armful, and also with 
an invitation to return for more informa- 
tion. How I thrilled as, later, Ronald Tip- 
pin flipped through the pages of the Bible 
to answer my many questions. By now 
I was reading voraciously. I always car-

ttrrRUSTJ_ IN  TH E LORD 
WITH ALL THINE HEART; AND LEAN 
NOT UNTO THINE OWN UNDER- 
STANDING.” Those words from the Bible, 
framed and hanging on a wall in a home 
I  was visiting, captured my attention. For 
the rest of that day I pondered over them. 
Could I, I asked myself, trust God with 
all my heart?

Reaching home, I took out my King 
James Version Bible and reread Proverbs 
3:5, along with the following verse: “In 
all thy ways acknowledge him, and he 
shall direct thy paths.” This, I resolved, 
would be my guide through life. Within 
a few days I was put to the test.

I had arranged something special for 
a certain evening; later it was announced 
that there was to be an important meeting 
of the Christian congregation on that very 
evening. Which should take priority? Re- 
calling my resolution, I asked Jehovah to 
direct my steps. I attended the meeting.

As told by Claude S. Goodman
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before the Society’s president, J. F. Ruth- 
erford. His large frame and stentorian 
voice contrasted with his gentle and kind- 
ly attitude, as he explained that it would 
be a one-way ticket. That is how, two 
months later, we found ourselves on a ship 
bound for Bombay.

When I entered the full-time ministry, 
it was with no assets beyond a good con- 
science over newly settled debts. But that 
step was minor compared with going to 
India. We arrived in Bombay with a few 
dollars, which were soon spent on tropical 
clothing and bedding rolls.

To carry out my ministry, I had to em- 
ploy various forms of transportation: 
afoot, pedal cycle, motorbike, house car, 
taxi, passenger train, freight train, oxcart, 
camel, horseback, horse cart, plane, sam- 
pan, rowboat, paddle steamer, bus, truck, 
rickshaw, even a private train. Sleeping 
was as varied: lush hotels, raja’s palace, 
railway waiting rooms, jungle grass and 
cattle shed. Our “home” was wherever 
Ron and I could spread our bedding rolls.

Our objective was to spread Bible liter- 
ature as widely and prolificallyaswecould, 
trusting in Jehovah to get it into appre- 
ciative hands. Because no vernacular lit- 
erature was available, our witnessing then 
was to be restricted to those speaking 
English. Our stay in each town thus was 
very short.

Our first assignment was Karachi, now 
in Pakistan, where our literature was read- 
ily accepted. It helped our finances when 
we were invited to be the guests of the best 
hotel in town. Quite a change from the 
50-cent-a-day room where we had been 
staying!

We traveled on by train to Hyderabad, 
Sind. I tried to get some sleep on a jolting 
wooden-bench bunk. After Hyderabad, 
Ron and I separated; he went toward the 
cool Himalaya mountains and I went by 
freight train toward the hot center. Here

ried a volume of Studies in the Scriptures, 
and I also started to read the Bible 
through. In May 1926, just one year after 
receiving the Millions book, I dedicated 
my life to Jehovah and symbolized it by 
baptism at the international assembly in 
London. As I listened to J. F. Rutherford’s 
expose of the clergy, I knew that I was 
committed to a fight for the truth and 
against false religion.

ENLARGING MY SHARE IN  THE MINISTRY
At the Memorial of Christ’s death in the 

year 1927, a tract entitled “Where Are the 
Nine?” was given to all attending. It called 
for more “colporteurs,” or pioneers, as 
full-time proclaimers of God’s truth are 
now designated. That night was for me 
one of wakefulness and prayer. Ronald 
Tippin and I had planned a business part- 
nership, so next morning I wrote to him 
and asked him to release me from our 
agreement. But a letter from him to me 
crossed mine. Can you guess its contents? 
Yes, we became partners, not in secular 
business, but in the full-time preaching 
work.

Pioneering in those days meant taking 
the good news of God’s kingdom into un- 
touched areas. So in May, two years after 
learning God’s truth, I was off with my 
companion to Salisbury, England. Work 
hours were long, cycling was strenuous. 
That winter I remember waking one mom- 
ing to find my hair frozen to the tent walls 
and on the blanket a piece of ice where 
I breathed. But we sought out every cot- 
tage and hamlet and left Bible literature 
wherever interest was found.

TO INDIA
In 1929 we attended an assembly of Je- 

hovah’s people in London. A Bible student 
from India, Percy Barnes, told about the 
need for full-time ministers in that coun- 
try. Next morning, after a night of many 
prayers, Ron and I  presented ourselves
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field ministry. One of us remained in Ran- 
goon and the other would go by train or 
river flotilla into the interior.

Deep in the jungle hills at a place called 
Namtu was a silver mine owned by a Brit- 
ish company. I wanted to talk to a man 
interested in the Bible who was at the 
minehead. It could be reached only by the 
private railway owned by the company. 
We applied for permission to use the rail- 
way but were turned down repeatedly. 
Upon reaching Lashio, I learned that there 
was a jungle track to Namtu, and so I 
persuaded a taxi driver to take me and 
many cartons of Bible literature by that 
route.

On the second day in Namtu, a man 
showed interest in the Bible’s truth but, 
because of failing eyesight, declined the 
literature. I offered to read to him from 
my personal copies. This impressed him, 
for the next day I learned that he had 
phoned to his friends about this, and most 
of them took the Bible literature. I think 
he must have phoned the managing direc- 
tor of the mine, because of what followed.

Still wanting to travel to the minehead, 
I went to the managing director himself, 
thinking perhaps he might throw me off 
the property. But he did not seem sur- 
prised to see me. As I explained to this 
Australian my reason for going to the 
minehead, I saw a twinkle in his eyes. He 
left his guests to take me in his chauffeur- 
driven car to the mine office. There he 
introduced me to his private secretary, a 
Roman Catholic who had taken it upon 
himself to deny my use of the company’s 
railway. The secretary’s face fell at the 
sound of my name, and again as the man- 
aging director instructed him to treat me 
as a guest of the company, to put a pri- 
vate train at my disposal and to have me 
fed and housed at the company’s facilities. 
Now the secretary was falling over him- 
self to do my bidding and calling me “Sir.”

762
at Murree, I  met and walked with and 
talked the Bible’s truth to Hindu national- 
1st leader Mahatma Gandhi. I made ar- 
rangements for him to read some Bible 
literature.

For the rest of that year my pattern 
of life was similar: Sleeping in snatches on 
trains, platforms and waiting rooms; eat- 
ing a t Indian food stalls along with coolies; 
walking dusty roads all day witnessing in 
palatial bungalows. Ron and I reunited at 
Lahore, from where we traveled to nearby 
villages by camels.

TO CEYLON, BURMA AND MALAYA
Following an assembly in December 

1929, we were sent to the beautiful island 
of Ceylon. Our problem in Ceylon was 
how to reach the thousands of tea, rubber 
and coffee plantations scattered over the 
mountains. This we solved in part by se- 
curing a lightweight pedal cycle, which 
was loaded onto a bus along with many 
cartons of literature. One of us would go 
to a convenient town and from there cycle 
daily to the plantations scattered miles 
apart over the hilly countryside. The other 
would remain in Colombo and witness to 
the people there. It was a happy day 
when, once a month, we two united and 
exchanged experiences.

Our next assignment was Burma. So we 
secured a “deck” passage on an exclusive 
British liner bound for Rangoon. This 
meant spreading our bedding rolls on the 
deck under the stars a t night and eating 
with the Indian crew during the day. We 
were disdained by English passengers for 
“lowering British prestige,” but on our 
part we felt we were elevating Christian 
prestige by following the examples of Je- 
sus Christ and the missionary and apostle, 
Paul.

There were about ten persons preaching 
God’s truth in Rangoon; we were able to 
help them and to organize them for the
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fold and, with water often over the floor- 
boards, roar our way across.

In 1934 the Society sent us sound equip- 
ment with recorded Bible lectures in the 
vernacular. Now we were able to contact 
the masses direct. We would set up the 
sound system wherever people congregat- 
ed. Attendances at the recorded Bible talks 
were often large.

This continued until 1938, when a broth- 
er from Australia visited as zone overseer. 
At his request, Ewart Francis and I tested 
the suitability of a lake for a baptism. It 
must have been contaminated water, for 
twenty-one days later Ewart was dead, 
and I was on a sickbed from which I arose 
after two months of unconsciousness—and 
only then because of the skilled nursing by 
a Christian sister in the full-time preach- 
ing work, Maude Mulgrove. On leaving 
that hospital in Agra, I was able to give 
a talk to the assembled staff, and one of 
these, Edith Newland, left nursing to be- 
come a full-time preacher of God’s truth, 
and she continues as such even until now.

SERVING AT THE SOCIETY’S BRANCH OFFICE
This sickness, typhoid fever, left me so 

infirm that it was thought unwise to send 
me back to the house car, so I was invited 
to aid Brother Skinner, overseer at the 
Society’s branch office. I t was then the 
war year of 1939. The Society’s literature 
came under ban. The branch was raided 
many times, but only twice without our 
being forewarned. Some friendlily disposed 
person would drop us a hint; we prepared 
for the raid, and an hour afterward we 
would be busy as ever duplicating The 
Watchtower.

Brother Skinner and I were arrested and 
charged with spreading banned literature. 
We consulted a lawyer noted for his not 
fearing the British “Raj,” but the fee was 
beyond our means. Dejected, we returned 
home. On the steps of the branch building

So for the next several days, one could 
behold a humble full-time minister with 
a train all to himself, to go when and to 
where he chose. More importantly, the in- 
terested person was found and encouraged, 
and men at the minehead received a wit- 
ness about God’s kingdom.

It was mid-1931 when we left Burma 
for Malaya. Ron went directly to Singa- 
pore, but I took a coastal vessel through 
the beautiful archipelago and witnessed to 
coastal towns. We toured Malaya by dif- 
ferent routes to reunite a t Kuala Lumpur. 
Next, Ron worked Penang while I went on 
to Bangkok, Thailand, and left a large 
quantity of Bible literature there before 
joining Ron again, preparatory to going 
next to Calcutta, India.

Calcutta! Vast city of millions of illiter- 
ates living in homeless squalor. We secured 
a low-cost unfurnished room and used car- 
tons for our chairs, another for our table, 
and our bedding we spread on the floor. 
It was here in Calcutta that we distributed 
the booklet The Kingdom, the Hope of the 
World. We left copies with businessmen, 
politicians and clergymen. How some of 
the clergy fumed!

To cover the large city, we bought two 
low-priced motorcycles and used them also 
to travel the 1,500 miles to an assembly 
in Bombay. After that assembly in 1932, 
we went again to Ceylon, using our motor- 
cycles for those mountain roads. But a 
bad bout of malaria put an end to my stay 
in Ceylon. The Watch Tower Society in- 
vited us back to India to take charge of 
a new house car.

SOUND-CAR WORK
A new style of life opened now for us. 

We were able to comb every village, often 
far from railways or roads. Unbridged riv- 
ers were our chief concern, but we became 
experts at fording these. We would dis- 
connect the engine exhaust a t the mani-
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arrived at the docks. Elated and excited, 
I set off on my bicycle, only to find the 
road ahead blocked by an angry crowd.

I  thought of es- 
caping down a side 
street, but found 
th a t  b locked as 
well. I had no al- 
ternative but to 
go th ro u g h  th e  
crowd. So with a 
brief prayer to Je- 
hovah, I cycled 

straight toward them, and on reaching 
them started to shout and wave my arms 
vigorously. What they thought, I do not 
know, but they fell back, and a path 
opened before me. Some even cheered me! 
After signing for the literature I returned 
by a more discreet route.

In 1947, India was granted indepen- 
dence. This was followed by one of the 
greatest massacres in history, Muslims 
versus Hindus. Neighbors who had lived 
side by side for generations rose to slay 
one another. Jehovah’s witnesses who 
were doing street witnessing saw persons 
stabbed alongside them.

TO GILEAD SCHOOL
The next year, 1949, was the most ex- 

citing of all for me, for I was invited to 
Gilead School. There I experienced ec- 
stasy: as when Brother Dunlap took 
us through the Kingdom book, or when 
Brother Schroeder traced the unclean 
trail of false religion from Babylon to 
Christendom; as Brother Keller proved 
that the divine name belonged in Christian 
inspired writings, or as Brother Friend 
moved us to tears with his Bible reading 
of Joseph and his brothers.

I have never known so exciting an at- 
mosphere as when the Society’s president, 
N. H. Knorr, told us one by one of our 
future assignments. After graduation, I
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was a Norwegian Witness, a sailor exiled 
from home. Upon leaving, he slipped some- 
thing into Brother Skinner’s hands—ex- 
actly the amount 
th a t  th e  law yer 
had quoted as his 
fee! The gift was 
rep ea ted , when, 
after losing in the 
low er co u rt, we 
wanted to appeal 
to a higher court, 
except th a t th is 
time the amount given was in excess of 
our needs.

In the early war years, the Australian 
branch office shipped us a treadle printing 
press, and I was sent to Kotayam, Kerala, 
there to print the Malayalam Watchtower. 
I  knew nothing of printing and less of 
Malayalam. Further, the Witness sent to 
help me knew no English. But with the 
aid of books on printing and many ges- 
tures, we assembled the machine and set 
up fonts of English and Malayalam type. 
How thrilled we were when our first copy 
of The Watchtower went out!

With the end of the war and the re- 
moval of bans, new hazards arose. The 
Indian people had helped Britain during 
the war and now demanded home rule. In- 
tensely anti-British demonstrations fol- 
lowed. Violent attacks on persons wearing 
European-style dress became common. Yet 
our witnessing intensified even in the most 
troubled areas. Then came the news that 
Brother Skinner was invited to go to the 
United States to attend the Watchtower 
Bible School of Gilead. I  was asked to care 
for the branch during his two-year ab- 
sence. I surely needed to continue trusting 
in Jehovah.

One morning when the anti-British dem- 
onstrations were exceptionally active, I re- 
ceived news that the long-awaited first 
postwar shipment of Bible literature had

T H E  N E X T  IS S U E

•  A  Thousand Years of Relief for Mankind.

•  Keeping Courtship Honorable.

•  “Faith Divorced from Deeds Is Lifeless as
a Corpse.’’
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ture just seemed to walk in and settle it- 
self where needed, the gift of loving 
brothers or by being purchased second- 
hand.

In the sixteen years that followed, I 
enjoyed the privilege of being presiding 
overseer and saw the congregation grow 
and twice divide. In May 1973 I completed, 
at the age of sixty-nine, forty-six years of 
full-time service. Now in my seventieth 
year, I look back on a life just filled with 
happy and often exciting experiences, only 
a few of which I related here. I ask my- 
self, Were I back at that day when I ac- 
cepted the Millions book, would my reac- 
tion be different? My answer is, No! 
Jehovah is true to his promises, and he di- 
rects the steps of those who trust in him 
with all their heart. Despite being in full- 
time Christian service, often with very 
little of a material nature, I can truth- 
fully say that never once have I put my 
hand into my pocket for a needed dollar 
and failed to find one there. That is some- 
thing of worth. But of greater value by 
far is the overriding conviction of having 
Jehovah’s power and loving care behind 
one. There is no possible value that a man 
can set on that!

was given extended training in branch op- 
eration and management, for my assign- 
ment was to open a new branch office in 
Pakistan.

After six years in Pakistan, I decided 
on another step, marriage. My wife-to-be 
was Lilian, a daughter of Sister Harding, 
at whose home I convalesced after ty- 
phoid. I was now fifty-two years of age 
and, out of thirty years in the full-time 
ministry, had spent twenty-six in foreign 
assignments. But I did not want this step 
to end my pioneer ministry. I learned that 
part-time secular work was more easily 
obtained in Australia, and decided to move 
there. My prayers were that I might con- 
tinue to use my Gilead training to good 
advantage.

We arrived in Australia with a small 
reserve of money, and I decided to con- 
tinue in the full-time ministry as long as 
any remained. I looked carefully at each 
dollar before spending it. My territory was 
three miles away, and I walked to and 
from it to save the bus fare. Then Lilian 
told me she was pregnant. Mark was bom, 
and in prayer I asked Jehovah to help 
me train the boy to be a faithful worship- 
er of him. We rented a house, and fumi-

C A N  T H E  B I B L E  H E L P  YO U ?
in the same car accident that had crippled her. 
Did she have reason for still wanting to live?

Yes, for she appreciated that the Bible’s 
promise of the resurrection is backed up by 
solid evidence. She had every confidence that 
she would see her dead relatives again. Then, 
too, she had not lost the desire to aid others 
to appreciate that, regardless of the circum- 
stances, life becomes truly meaningful when one 
is serving the Creator. She has learned to write 
and speak again. Though her right side is par- 
alyzed, she is concerned about her service to 
God, including sharing Bible truth with others. 
As she put it: “ I serve Jehovah God the best 
I can. That is why I learned to write with my

HE idea that the Bible, a book written cen- 
turies ago, could aid persons in coping with 

I l ife ’s problems today may sound strange to 
many. But it has done so. The Bible has assisted 
even people whose circumstances appeared 
hopeless. It has given them a purpose in life 
and therefore a reason to keep on living.

In the Netherlands one of Jehovah’s Christian 
witnesses awoke from a long state of coma 
caused by a car accident. She was a physical 
and mental wreck, given a 2-percent chance 
of surviving and regaining sanity. But slowly 
she did recover. Then she learned that her 
brother, sister-in-law and husband, all of whom 
were also Jehovah's witnesses, had been killed

ז
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After his recovery, he asked for the Witness 

who had come to his rescue. Soon a Bible study 
was started with this man, his wife and their 
five children. In conjunction with the Bible, the 
book “The Truth That Leads to Eternal Life” was 
used for this study. The subject given consider- 
ation first was “ Building a Happy Family Life.” 
In a few weeks the holnelife of this family 
changed for the better as all saw the wisdom 
of applying the Bible’s counsel. Happily the 
man has found a new life.

Since the Bible has helped persons in ex- 
treme situations, is it not reasonable to expect 
that it could help you to cope with problems 
whether they be large or small? Might not the 
Bible’s counsel regarding what can be done 
to improve family life and one’s relationship 
with others be helpful to you? Jehovah’s wit- 
nesses would be glad to assist you in a study 
of the Holy Scriptures.

entered into the memorial tomb, they saw a 
young man sitting on the right side clothed in 
a white robe, and they were stunned. He said 
to them: *Stop being stunned. You are looking 
for Jesus the Nazarene, who was impaled. He 
was raised up, he is not here.״״—Mark 16:26־; 
John 20:1.

If Matthew 12:40 means three complete 
twenty-four-hour days, when would Jesus have 
been buried? Counting back seventy-two hours 
from early Sunday morning, we would come to 
early Thursday morning. But since Jesus died 
about 3:00 p.m., he would have had to be 
laid in the tomb on Wednesday afternoon. 
(Matt. 27:46, 50) The Bible account regarding 
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
however, in no way suggests that the period 
involved extended all the way from Wednesday 
to Sunday. Let us, then, examine the evidence.

The reason the women went to the tomb was 
to grease Jesus״ body with spices. They bought 
some of these spices immediately after the sab· 
bath. (Mark 16:1; compare Luke 23:56.) Which 
sabbath could this have been? If Nisan 14 had 
extended through Wednesday afternoon, this 
would make Thursday, Nisan 15, the first day 
of the Festival of Unfermented Cakes and 
hence also a sabbath day. (Lev. 23:5-7) The 
next sabbath would have been the weekly sab- 
bath, starting on Friday evening and running
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left hand, because I want to serve Jehovah. 
If I were not to continue serving Jehovah, I 
would shame my husband. That is why I press 
on to witness to Jehovah’s honor.”

In the same land one of Jehovah’s witnesses 
was able to aid a man who was at the point 
of death to find a reason to live. Looking out 
of the window of his home one evening, this 
Witness noticed a commotion on the other side 
of the street. He feared that there might have 
been an accident perhaps involving a child. 
So he hastened to the scene. There he saw a 
man who had hanged himself and was now 
lying on the ground apparently dead. But life 
was still within the man. The Witness lost no 
time in applying artificial respiration. The man 
regained consciousness and was hospitalized.

This man had tried to commit suicide because 
he was tired of life. He had no hope for the 
future. His domestic affairs were in a pitiful 
state and his wife ran the home.

•  The Bible speaks of Jesus״ being in the 
tomb for “three days and three nights.*״ Does 
that mean that he was in the tomb for a full 
seventy-two hours?—Brazil.

The reason this question comes up is that 
Jesus once said: “Just as Jonah was in the 
belly of the huge fish three days and three 
nights, so the Son of man will be in the heart 
of the earth three days and three nights.״* 
(Matt. 12:40) Many Bible readers take that 
to mean three full days and nights, or seventy- 
two hours. Scriptural evidence, though, shows 
that Jesus was in the tomb for a period less 
than seventy-two hours.

Jesus died on Passover day, Nisan 14, on the 
day now known as Friday. And by early morn- 
ing of the day now termed Sunday he had 
already been raised from the dead. Mark’s 
account reads: “Very early on the first day of 
the week [Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother 
of James, and Salome] came to the memorial 
tomb, when the sun had risen. . . . When they
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the next day and its night; and any part of the 
succeeding or third day.״ Was this true in the 
case of Jesus?

The answer to this question is clear once the 
year in which Jesus died is determined. Know- 
ing the year, it is possible by computation in 
line with the principles of the Jewish calendar 
to ascertain the day of the week on which 
Nisan 14 fell, even back in the first century 
C.E. Happily the Bible provides enough evi- 
dence to fix the year.

According to Luke 3:1, John the Baptist be- 
gan his ministry “in the fifteenth year of the 
reign of Tiberius Caesar.״ As Luke used a 
Greek word literally meaning “governorship,״ 
some have concluded that the “fifteenth year״ 
should be counted as starting from the time 
that Tiberius was a coregent with Augustus. 
Hence, they would place the beginning of Jesus״ 
ministry in 27 C.E. However, just exactly 
when such coregency began is in question.*

While the start of the coregency is uncertain, 
the beginning of Tiberius* reign as Caesar is 
well established. The date is August 17, 14 C.E. 
(Gregorian calendar). Hence, the fifteenth 
year extended from August 17, 28 C.E., to 
August 16, 29 C.E. This would place the start 
of Jesus’ ministry in 29 C.E., about six months 
after John the Baptist began his activity. It 
was first at the time of his baptism that Jesus 
was anointed by God’s spirit, thereby becoming 
the promised Messiah or Christ. Bible prophecy 
specifically foretold the exact time for this 
event. (Dan. 9:25) And applying that prophecy 
to historical data also points to 29 C.E. as the 
time for Messiah’s appearance.—See the book 
Aid to Bible Understanding, pp. 137,328-331,348.

Daniel 9:27 indicates that at the middle of 
the “week,” or three and a half years after 
beginning his ministry, Messiah would “cause 
sacrifice and gift offering to cease.” This he did

* Indicative of the uncertainty. The International 
Standard Bible Encyclopaedia states: “In 13 AD (or 
according to Mommsen 11 AD) T[iberius] was by a 
special law raised to the co-regency." It may also be 
noted that, although Tiberius was associated with 
Augustus in rulership, not until his sole rule did he 
begin to reign as Caesar. Logically, therefore, the 
fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar* was the actual 

fifteenth year of his reign. Though himself favoring the 
count of the fifteenth year from the time of the co- 
regency, Dutch scholar J. J. Van Oosterzee acknowl- 
edges: “The reigning years of a Roman emperor were, 
indeed, commonly dated from the time when he 
governed alone."

to Saturday evening, since the Jewish days 
began at sundown.

It does not seem reasonable that Mary Mag- 
dalene, Mary the mother of James and Salome 
would have purchased spices immediately after 
Nisan 15 (Thursday evening, according to such 
reckoning) and then waited until early on the 
morning of Nisan 18 (Sunday) to go to Jesus’ 
tomb. That would have been more than three 
and a half full days since the death of Jesus. 
Any greasing with spices would have been of 
very little value for the corpse then. (See John 
11:39.) It would also appear strange indeed for 
the women to allow Nisan 16 (a day that would 
not have been a sabbath) to pass by without 
doing anything and then to rush to the tomb 
as early as possible on Sunday morning, Nisan 
18.*

In view of these factors favoring a period of 
less than three full days between Jesus* burial 
and resurrection, the question arises: Why 
could Jesus say that the “Son of man will be in 
the heart of the earth three days and three 
nights*״? (Matt. 12:40) This is because the ex- 
pression “three days and three nights’* can re- 
fer to parts of three days, as is clearly shown 
at 1 Samuel 30:12,13. Under the heading “Day,” 
The Jewish Encyclopedia says: “In Jewish com* 
munal life part of a day is at times reckoned as 
one day; e.g., the day of the funeral, even when 
the latter takes place late in the afternoon, is 
counted as the first of the seven days of 
mourning; a short time in the morning of the 
seventh day is counted as the seventh day; 
circumcision takes place on the eighth day, 
even though of the first day only a few minutes 
remained after the birth of the child, these 
being counted as one day.” Accordingly, as 
Bible commentator Lightfoot observes, three 
days and three nights “included any part of the 
first day; the whole of the following night;

* Some may argue that Matthew 28:1 proves that 
there were two separate sabbaths between the time of 
Jesus״ death and resurrection. That text reads: “After 
the sabbath [literally, sabbaths], when it was growing 
light on the first day of the week." However, the fact 
that the plural is used in the Greek does not prove 
that more than one sabbath was involved. According to 
respected authorities, such as A Greek-English Lexicon 
by H. G. Liddell and Robert Scott, the plural form 
frequently refers to just one day. Also, the plural 
“sabbaths" is used in the Bible to designate a week. 
(Mark 16:2; Luke 24:1; John 20:1, 19; Acts 20:7) That 
is why Rotherham renders Matthew 28:1: “And late in 
the week when it was on the point of dawning into the 
first of the week."



^eWATCHTOWER D e c e m b e r  15, 1973
the spices came at daybreak Sunday morning, 
Nisan 16. By that time Jesus had already been 
resurrected, after having been in the tomb for 
parts of three days.

And this Scriptural view of matters accords 
with the numerous Bible statements to the 
effect that Jesus was raised “on the third” day, 
not on the fourth day.—Matt. 16:21; 17:23; 20: 
19; Luke 9:22; 18:33; 24:7, 21, 46; Acts 10:40; 
1 Cor. 15:4. Also, see the article “Firstfruits of 
Resurrection,” published in The Watchtower 
under date of March 15, 1944, particularly from 
the subheading “Firstfruits Identified” (p. 86 
onward to end of article).

WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS״*
January 20: Exulting in Jehovah Despite Hard- 

ships of Har-Magedon, 111-32. Page 745. 
Songs to Be Used: 30, 117.

January 27: Exulting in Jehovah Despite Hard- 
ships of Har-Magedon, 113336־, also Why 
Exult in Spite of Personal Hardships? Page 
753. Songs to Be Used: 84, 116.
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by laying down his own life in sacrifice, thereby 
causing all animal sacrifices to cease having 
any value in God’s eyes. Accordingly, his minis- 
try as Messiah lasted three and a half years, 
extending from the fall of 29 C.E. to the spring 
month of Nisan in the year 33 C.E. As estab- 
lished by computation, in the year 33 C.E. 
Passover day or Nisan 14 began on Thursday 
evening and ran to Friday evening.

This harmonizes well with the Bible accounts 
concerning the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. Jesus died on Friday afternoon and 
was buried before the sabbath began. This 
being the case, the weekly sabbath coincided 
with the first day of the Festival of Unfer- 
mented Cakes, which was also a sabbath. It is 
logical, then, that this is why the Bible calls 
the day following Jesus״ death a “great” sab- 
bath. (John 19:31, 42; Mark 15:42, 43; Luke 
23:54) As soon as that sabbath was over 
(which would be at sundown, Nisan 15) Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and 
Salome bought additional spices for greasing 
Jesus’ body. Their earliest opportunity to use


