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THE PURPOSE OF *THE WATCHTOWER”

Every watchtower has its purpose. It serves as an elevated place for a
wide-awake person with sharp vision. It enables him to see far ahead into
the distance and tell those below for whom he is a watchman what is
drawing near, whether it is a danger against which to prepare or it is
something good over which to be glad with strong faith and hope.

Because of having the name **The Watchtower” this magazine justly
has to render a similar useful service to the people of all nations. This is
an international magazine and makes no racial distinctions, for we are all
facing a common world danger; we are all hoping for a common good.

Ever since **The W atchtower"” began to be published in July of 1879 it
has looked ahead into the future, always striving to aid its readers to ad-
vance in knowledge and to gain a clearer picture of the glorious new order
of things that is in store for righteous mankind. No, *The W atchtower"
is no inspired prophet, but it follows and explains a Book of prophecy the
predictions in which have proved to be unerring and unfailing till now.
**The W atchtower"” is therefore under safe guidance. It may be read with
confidence, for its statements may be checked against that prophetic Book.

Among the many nations of today there are hundreds of differing
religions. Which one does this magazine present? Not the confused religions
of Christendom, but the religion of the oldest sacred Book on earth. Which
Book? The Sacred Bible of the Holy Scriptures, written by inspiration in
the name of the Creator of heaven and earth, the only living ana true God.

The sacred, nonpolitical purpose of **The Watchtower” is accordingly
to encourage and promote study of the Holy Bible and to give our many
readers the needed unsectarian help to understand that Book of true
religion and infallible prophecy. Thus this magazine will be helping them
to prove worthy of perfect life and happiness in God’s promised new order
under His everlasting kingdom of righteousness.
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WHAT STANDS IN THE WAY

W orld Peace?

RY as they might, the people of the
world have been unable to achieve
genuine peace. Why?

Until two obstacles are removed, true
peace can never come.

The first of these obstacles, according
to the Bible, is the world’s false religious
systems. Informed men are also beginning
to view world religions as an obstacle.

Under the headline “Now Church Up-
setting World,” John Chamberlain, edito-
rial commentator for the King Features
Syndicate, calls attention to the churches’
interfering in politics, their even going so
far as to support revolutionary move-
ments. He writes:

“lronically, the biggest enemies of the
growing spirit of universal dftente [a relax-
ing of strained relations between nations]
are a few functionaries who claim to be
speaking in the name of Christianity. The
World Council of Churches is the worst
offender. But the Roman Catholic Church
has produced its own radicals, whom it
should disown.”—
August 8, 1973.
And the United States president, in his

August 15, 1973, television address to the

nation, implicated the clergy in political

meddling and lawbreaking when he said
that, in the nineteen sixties,

“individuals and groups increasingly assert-
ed the right to take the law into their own
hands, insisting that their purposes repre-
sented a higher morality. Then, their attitude
was praised in the press and even from
some of our pulpits as evidence of a new
idealism. Those of us who insisted on the
old restraints, who warned of the overriding
importance of operating within the law and
by the rules, were accused of being reac-
tionaries.

“That same attitude brought a rising spi-
ral of violence and fear, of riots and arson
and bombings, all in the name of peace and
in the name of justice.”

Actually, the Bible says that the true
servants of God should stay out of politics
completely, being totally neutral, and
should proclaim the kingdom of God as the
hope of the world. But, instead, world re-
ligion, particularly the churches of Chris-
tendom, has meddled in politics, has taken
sides in national disputes and has misrep-

TheDailyeseRiesbfzed. Therefore it has his disfa-

vor. He has said that he will destroy it.
How?

God’s instrument will be the political
elements with which the religious organi-
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zations have ,played the harlot.” But right
now, in most of the so-called “Christian”
nations, the religious leaders “hobnob”
with politicians and are often prominent in
their political gatherings. Even though
there are some godless rulers, it is not to
be expected that the political elements, on
their own, would act unitedly to destroy
false religion. What, then, will cause them
to do so? Note what action God says he
will take toward harlot-like world religion.

THE “WILD BEAST”

In his Word the Bible God describes the
great world political organization as a
“wild beast.” We know this from what
God revealed centuries ago through his
prophet Daniel. Daniel was given a vision
in which he saw beasts—a lion, a bear,
a leopard and a fearsome beast with iron
teeth. God’s angel explained, “as for these
huge beasts, because they are four, there
are four kings that will stand up from the
earth.” These turned out to be Babylon
(then in power), Medo-Persia, Greece and
Rome.—Dan. 7:4-7, 17; compare Daniel
8:3-8, 20, 21.

Likewise, in the book of Revelation the
apostle John reports a vision in which he
saw a “wild beast” having seven heads and
ten horns. This beast, being a composite,
represents the world political organization
that has expressed its authority through
seven world powers. (Rev. 13:1, 2) The
Devil is shown to be its real ruler and god.
—2 Cor. 4:4; Matt. 4:8, 9.

THE “HARLOT”

An “image” of the symbolic “wild
beast,” an international organization for
peace and security, now known as the
United Nations, has been set up, its mem-
bership being comprised of the chief polit-
ical powers of earth making up the polit-
ical “wild beast.” Its “ten horns” represent
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all the national rulers therein. This “im-
age,” also called a “scarlet-colored wild
beast,” is ridden by the “harlot” “Babylon
the Great,” the world empire of false re-
ligion. She is shown directing this “wild
beast” toward total war against the
“Lamb,” Jesus Christ, and his Kingdom
interests in the earth. False religion has
had a strong influence in directing the
political rulers against Jehovah’s witness-
es, and they have been bitterly persecuted.
“Babylon the Great’s” powerful influence
makes her a religious “empire” over the
earth’s political organization, as the Bible
says: “And the woman whom you saw
means the great city that has a kingdom
over the kings of the earth.”—Rev. 17:1-3,
5, 13, 14, 18.

How does the end of the entire false
religious system come? The Bible an-
swers: “The ten horns that you saw [all
the national rulers], and the [scarlet-
colored] wild beast, these will hate the
harlot and will make her devastated and
naked, and will eat up her fleshy parts
and will completely bum her with fire.”
—Rev. 17:16.

What prompts them to act, since they
have not done so even though they see the
churches meddling in political matters?
Jehovah God himself. “For God put it into
their hearts to carry out his thought, even
to carry out their one thought by giving
their kingdom to the wild beast, until the
words of God will have been accom-
plished."—Rev. 17:17.

False religion’s end will therefore come
with surprising suddenness, while she is
thinking, “I sit a queen, and | am no wid-
ow, and | shall never see mourning.” But
God says: “That is why in one day her
plagues will come, death and mourning
and famine, and she will be completely
burned with fire, because Jehovah God,
who judged her, is strong.”—Rev. 18:7, 8.
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REMOVING THE SECOND OBSTACLE
What, then, is the second obstacle to
world peace? It is the “wild beast” itself,
the earth-wide political organization that
governs this world.

The “wild beast’s” record is indeed a
bad one. It is a record of far more years
of war than of peace. And even during
peacetime millions of people have always
been under oppression or in slavery. Now
nationalism forms a positively impenetra-
ble barrier to world peace. So God’s Word
tells us that, after false religion is ‘burned
up,” right on its heels will come the de-
struction of the “wild beast” and all who
support it.

Does this destruction come by a nuclear
and chemical war? Enough of these weap-
ons are now stockpiled to destroy the en-
tire human race. But no, the Bible shows
that the entire “wild beast” fights against
God and his kingdom in the hands of
Christ Jesus. From heaven, Christ con-
quers them. This is the battle that takes
place at the stage of world developments
called Har-Magedon, as it is written:
“And they gathered them [the Kkings of
earth] together to the place that is called
in Hebrew Har-Magedon.”—Rev. 16:14"
16.

Therefore, let no reformers think that
by protests and demonstrations they can
make the “wild beast” a tame ‘peace
beast,” assuring human rights to all earth’
peoples. Nor should revolutionaries think
that by violence, guerrilla tactics or ter-
rorism they can unseat the “wild beast”
from its control of earth. The book of
Revelation, describing Har-Magedon, re-
veals the only way that the “wild beast”
can be subdued:

“And | saw the wild beast and the kings
of the earth and their armies gathered to-
gether to wage the war with the one seated
on the horse and with his army. And the
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wild beast was caught, and along with it the
false prophet that performed in front of it
the signs with which he misled those who
received the mark of the wild beast and
those who render worship to its image.
W hile still alive, they both were hurled into
the fiery lake that bums with sulphur. But
the rest were Killed off with the long sword
of the one seated on the horse, which sword
proceeded out of his mouth. And all the birds
were filled from the fleshy parts of them.”
—Rev. 19:19-21.

The one seated on the horse is described
earlier (verses 11167) as the *“King of
kings and Lord of lords.” Who else but
the “Lamb,” the Lord Jesus Christ, would
be the one on the horse, fighting this battle
of the “retribution of God the sovereign
Lord”? (Rev. 19:15, New English
Bible) Notably, along with the “wild
beast” there is seen a “false prophet.”
This evidently would be a part of the “wild
beast’s” forces acting as a mouthpiece or
chief spokesman. And we find that this
“false prophet” is the very one that spoke
so loudly to get the “image of the wild
beast” set up for the people to worship,
to look to for world peace and security.

Yes, it is one of the heads of the beast
and is itself a “wild beast” when viewed as
a single world power, as were Babylon,
Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome. It is rep-
resented as a “two-homed” wild beast.
(Rev. 13:1115%) It proves to be the sev-
enth world power, having two “horns,”
two separate but usually cooperating rul-
ing political powers, Britain and the Unit-
ed States.

HAR-MAGEDON NOT OF LONG DURATION

No part, therefore, of this world’s po-
litical system will be on the sidelines.
Even so, the heavenly forces under Jesus
Christ will not take long to wipe out the
entire military forces of all the armies of
earth and all their equipment at Har-



678

Magedon. Earthly weapons cannot touch
the heavenly forces, of course. But weap-
ons can threaten those on earth who stand
on the side of God’s sovereignty. Yet these
earthly servants of God will not engage in
any fighting. They rely on Christ’s heaven-
ly forces, which the “wild beast,” however
powerful and elusive, cannot evade. It will
be “caught” while committing its last
misdeeds against the faithful worshipers
of Jehovah God.

If one angel of God could destroy 185,-
000 of the chief men and leaders of the
Assyrian army in one night, how long
would it take all the myriads of angels
under Christ’s command to annihilate the
armies of this world, even though they
should number into tens of millions?
—2 Ki. 19:35; 2 Chron. 32:21; Dan. 7:9,
10, 13, 14.

At Har-Magedon the King of kings is-
sues the order for the destruction of God’s
enemies at the hands of the heavenly an-
gels under his command. While “still alive”
—strong, functioning institutions—the po-
litical organizations are annihilated by
being thrown into the symbolic “lake of
fire.” What disorganization and confusion
this destruction of their organization
brings among the ranks! But it proves
too late for flight and too hopeless to fight.
Jesus Christ, by the ‘long sword proceed-
ing out of his mouth,” orders their exe-
cution as if a long sword of an officer with
authority were being applied.

SURVIVORS

Note that the account does not say that
God will bum up the literal earth over
which the world political system ruled for
centuries and which it polluted and deso-
lated to a great extent. Neither does the
prophecy say that the earth will be a dead,
uninhabited place. There will be survivors.
How do we know?
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Jesus Christ himself implied survival
by giving instructions for survival and
then saying: “Keep awake, then, all the
time making supplication that you may
succeed in escaping all these things that
are destined to occur, and in standing be-
fore the Son of man.”—Luke 21:36.

Accordingly, not all will worship the
“wild beast” or its “image.” The pressure
applied to make everyone do so provides
a test of endurance for the spiritual
brothers of Christ on earth. (Rev. 13:7-
10) But they defeat the “wild beasts”
efforts and are ‘conquerors’ of the world
without armed conflict.—John 16:33; Rev.
2:7, 17, 26.

Besides these spiritual brothers of
Christ, who have heavenly hopes, the Bible
definitely shows that there are others
who do not worship the “wild beast.”
These are the “great crowd” of Revelation
7:9-17, who are specifically said to “come
out of the great tribulation” and over
whom God will spread his “tent” of pro-
tection, and his Lamb will “guide them
to fountains of waters of life.” These are
not of the “new creation” that make up
the “Israel of God.” (Gal. 6:15, 16) The
apostle John saw them appear on the scene
sifter he had witnessed the sealing of the
144,000 of spiritual Israel.

Also, these are depicted as the “sheep”
who do good to Christ’s spiritual brothers
during his presence in Kingdom power.
They are invited: “Inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the founding of the
world.”—Matt. 25:34.

Consequently there will be no vacuum,
no empty, uninhabited earth. God will
merely cleanse the earth of polluters, ruin-
ers. (Rev. 11:18) He will annihilate his
enemies. All who survive will see the dis-
grace of those who fight against God, and
all living will praise him for his justice,
righteousness and mercy.—Ps. 145:9-21.
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HROUGHOUT the earth many people are

filled with bitterness. They do not enjoy

peace with their fellowmen. Persons of one
nationality, race or skin color feel animosity
toward individuals of another nationality, race
or skin color, often because of injustices com-
mitted in the past. Can such persons overcome
their animosities?

The experience of a minister of Jehovah’s
witnesses in California shows what can be
done. He was engaging in the house-to-house
ministry, speaking with people in the neighbor-
hood about God’s purposes. He says:

“At one door, a six-foot-tall man answered.
As soon as | introduced myself, he interrupted,
saying, 1 don’t talk to white people!" Sincerely
wanting to speak with him, | asked him what
the problem was. He told me that he was an
American Indian and that the whites had taken
their land and killed off his people.

“l acknowledged that a great wrong had
been done. | also informed him that | was
Armenian and that if | wanted to take the
same attitude, | could feel the same way about
the people who had massacred thousands of
Armenians. But | assured him that | was placing
my trust and faith in Jehovah God, knowing
that he would soon rectify matters through his
heavenly Kingdom government. Then | assured
him that this is why | was at his door, to explain
how present world conditions gave proof that
soon God's kingdom will end injustice, preju-
dice and wickedness throughout the earth.

“That so appealed to him that he accepted
a Bible study aid designed to help people
understand God's purposes. When | returned
on a later occasion, we began a regular study
of the Bible. Since then he and his wife have
come each week to the meetings at the King-
dom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses and are mak-
ing rapid progress in learning the Bible’s sure
hope for the future.”

Even persons trained for war can change
their ways and begin pursuing peace. A man
from Belgium relates:

“l was a mercenary in the African Katangese
army and faced many perilous situations. In
one campaign the Katangese army killed every
creature, man and animal. Fearful of losing my
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life, | vowed, *If |
get out of here
alive, |1 will go back
to church.* | came
out alive. Katanga
was defeated and,
as if by a miracle, |
escaped death.
“Many years
previously | had left
the Catholic Church.
But now | went back. The first time | went back
they preached about hell. The illogical com-
ments of the aging priest gave me such a
shock that | left the church immediately. Later,
I went back on Christmas night. | arrived just
at midnight. The church door was locked. After
knocking, | was let in. In the rear, amidst drunk-
en Christmas celebrators, | felt fully absolved
of my vow made on the battlefield. | left the
church, never to return.

“However, from that time onward | thought
more about the existence of God. | prayed to
God to reveal himself to me by means of a
sign so that I could fulfill the vow | had made
to him.

“Then something happened. One of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses came to our door and | took
everything that he offered to me and read it
with keen interest. | examined, compared and
studied.

“Soon afterward, | decided to test out what
I had learned by visiting the Kingdom Hall.
Impressed by the friendly and happy atmo-
sphere, | soon became a regular attender. Never
in my whole life, eventful and colorful though
it was, with much travel, had | found the love
and unity that | found in this Kingdom Hall.**

This man had tremendous changes to make.
As he put it: “All my life | had been trained
for carnal warfare and now | had to learn to
become a spiritual soldier of Christ.*

Truly, then, a good relationship with the
Creator, based on accurate knowledge of his
Word, is the key to peace with fellowmen. If
you are disturbed about the bitterness and
prejudice existing today, why not take the
opportunity to speak with Jehovah’s witnesses.
Find out from them what sure proof there is
that God will soon terminate national and
racial prejudice, as well as war earth wide. And
also learn what steps to this end are already
being taken by hundreds of thousands of Chris-
tians all over the globe.
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O KINDS of seeds are being sown
world wide today—the seed of good
news of a lasting peace and the seed of
war propaganda. The latter seed is being
sown by the majority, the first-mentioned
seed by the minority.
2The armed nations are occupied with
sowing the seed of war preparedness. Both
in the field of agriculture and in the field
of international relations it always works
out that what is sown reproduces itself,
produces its own kind. This has been true
ever since the first mem took up farming.
(Gen. 3:17-19; 4:1, 2; 1:11,12; 9:20) This
law also operates relentlessly in the lives
of nations. The divine prophecy has been
true of many nations, and not just of
ancient Israel: “It is wind that they keep
1. What two kinds of seeds are being sown world wide,
and by whom?
2. (a) What law works out regarding what is sown,
not only in the field of agriculture, but also in
international affairs? (b) What rule as stated by

Paul holds true with regard to sowing seeds of good
news?

680

"This hope you heard of before by the

telling of the truth of that good news which

has presented itself to you, even as it is bearing
fruit and increasing in all the world."—Col. 1:5,6.

sowing, and a stormwind is what they will
(Hos. 8:7) Since the majority of
men are engaged in sowing the seed of
war preparedness, what about the seed of
peaceful good news? Can it thrive and
produce fruit and increase? Yes, for time
and again it has been demonstrated to be
an infallible rule that “whatever a man is
sowing, this he will also reap.” (Gal. 6:7)
Man’s Creator fixed it that way.
3Today those who are sowing the seed
of the good news of lasting peace are
really carrying on a work that started
nineteen centuries ago. They are now car-
rying on this work upon such a scale that
it cannot help but be observed by all the
world. What was experienced by the seed
sowers back there in the first century
of our Common Era is being experienced
by the seed sowers of today in this war-
plagued twentieth century. Lovers of a
lasting peace on earth ought to be inter-
ested. But we all have to decide on wheth-
er we care to be sowers of war propa-
ganda or sowers of the peaceful good news.
3. (a) When did this work of sowing the peaceful
seed of the good news get started? (b) What decision on
sowing do we have to make in this war-plagued
twentieth century?

THE WATCHTOWER — NOVEMBER 15. 1973
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Our decision will
quences to us.
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determine the conse*
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«The calamitous destruction of Jeru-
salem and her temple was heartbreaking

4  During the sixties of the first centuryoews to the Jews around the world who

C.E., the air was electric with heated feel-
ing against the Roman Empire. This was
particularly so in the Middle East in the
Roman province of Judea. Rebellion was
brewing against the occupancy and domi-
nation of that land by the Roman armies
under a pagan Roman administrator. The
violent end of the sacred city of Jerusa-
lem was drawing near. That city as a
center of Jewish worship was in its time
of the end. The generation of Jews whom
Jesus Christ himself addressed during his
public ministry on earth was the one that
he said would not pass away until Jeru-
salem and its gorgeous temple were de-
stroyed. (Matt. 24:34, 1-22) History re-
cords that this terrible destruction came
in the mournful year of 70 C.E. Was
there anything that could keep Jews from
being overwhelmingly grieved at such a
religiously shocking destruction? Yes,
there was! There was just one thing that
could comfort a Jewish heart, provided
that the Jewish heart would accept it.
What was that? Jesus Christ mentioned
it when giving his marvelous prophecy
upon the conclusion of the Jewish system
of things over there in the Middle East.
This cheering, heartwarming thing he
spoke of after telling of the persecutions
that would come upon his faithful disci-
pies. He said:

®&'But he that has endured to the end
is the one that will be saved. And this
GOOD NEWS of the kingdom will be
preached in all the inhabited earth for a
witness to all the nations; and then the
end will come.”—Matt. 24:13, 14.

4,5. (a) Back there in the sixties of the first century
C.E., what religiously shocking disaster was in the
making? (b) In view of such a disaster, what was the
thing mentioned by Jesus that would bring comfort to
the Jew who accepted it?

still looked to that earthly city as their
religious center. It was for them the worst
of news. But the information that Jesus
Christ proclaimed throughout his earthly
ministry was GOOD NEWS, gospel, evan-
gel' But good news of what kingdom? It
was not the kingdom that Jesus Christ
said would rise against kingdom at the
same time that nation would rise against
nation, to be accompanied by famines,
pestilences and earthquakes in one place
after another. It was the only kingdom
that Jesus advocated and proclaimed. It
was the one that he mentioned in this
selfsame prophecy, calling it “the kingdom
of the heavens.” (Matt. 24:7; 25:1) He
foretold the signs of its nearness, saying
in this very prophecy: “In this way you
also, when you see these things occurring,
know that the kingdom of God is near.”
—Luke 21:10, 31.

7S0, then, even before the destruction
of earthly Jerusalem in the year 70 C.E,,
because of her rebellion against the Ro-
man Empire, “this good news” of God's
kingdom, of the kingdom of the heavens,
was to be preached in all the inhabited
earth for a witness to all the nations, na-
tions inside and outside the Roman Em-
pire. With what effect? Well, when the
Roman legions wrecked Jerusalem and her
temple, this would not shock the Christian
believers in God, even the Christianized
Jews. These were actually expecting that
destruction. The Christianized Jews in Je-
rusalem and in all the rest of the province
of Judea acted upon the advice given in
Jesus’ prophecy; they fled from Judea and
Jerusalem as quickly as they could after
6. What kind of news was it that Jesus proclaimed, and
about what government did it tell?
7. (a) Before Jerusalem’s destruction, what was to be
accomplished by Christ’s disciples? (b) Why was Je-

rusalem’s destruction no shock to the Christians, leaving
them hopeless?
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the temporary surrounding of Jerusalem
by Roman armies in the year of Jewish
revolt, 66 C.E. (Matt. 24:15-22; Luke 21:
20-24; Mark 13:14-20) They knew that
the desolating of Judea and Jerusalem did
not mean the destruction of the “king-
dom of the heavens,” “the kingdom of
God.” No earthly city represented God’s
kingdom to them any longer. They rested
their hope in God’ heavenly kingdom that
was to come, in which they were to share.
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"INCREASING IN AIA THE WORED”

*That the foretold preaching of the good
news of the Kingdom was accomplished
before Jerusalem’ destruction in 70 C.E.
was testified to even years before that
Jewish calamity. Testified to by whom?
By the Christian apostle Paul. About the
year 60 or 61 C.E., he found himself under
Roman custody in a private house in Rome
and in chains. During his two years or
longer of house arrest in Rome he wrote

8 Jerusalem’ destruction filled thengnspired letters to Christian congregations

with more confidence than ever in the
true Messianic kingdom of God. The evi-
dence is that they continued to proclaim
the good news of that kingdom to the
very end of the first century, in spite of
bitter persecution by the Roman Empire.
The Christian apostle John, who died
about the year 100 C.E., received the Rev-
elation (the book listed last in the Holy
Bible) shortly before his death. In the
opening chapter he writes: “I John, your
brother and a sharer with you in the trib-
ulation and kingdom and endurance in
company with Jesus, came to be in the isle
that is called Patmos for speaking about
God and bearing witness to Jesus.” (Rev.
1:9) By this time the “good news of the
kingdom” had been preached in all the
inhabited earth for a witness to all the
nations to even a greater extent than such
good news had been preached before Je-
rusalem’s end in the year 70 C.E. Thus
Jesus’ prophecy concerning the worldwide
preaching of the good news of God’s Mes-
sianic kingdom had not failed. This set
the pattern for similar preaching of “this
good news of the kingdom” in our present-
time conclusion of the system of things,
to which Jesus’ prophecy applies in a cul-
minating sense.

8. (a) The Christians were filled with more confidence
in what government, and how was this shown down to
the end of the first century? (b) For whom was a
pattern of activity thus set?

in Greece and Asia Minor. One of these
letters was to the congregation in the
Asia Minor city of Colossae, which lay
near to the cities of Laodicea and Hierap-
olis, where there were Christian congre-
gations also. Modem Turkey now holds
these locations. The apostle Paul sends his
letter in the names of himself and of
Timothy, a fellow missionary. Paul had
not founded the congregation in Colossae,
and his letter indicates that he had never
been there. But through a visiting fellow
Christian, Paul heard about this Colossian
congregation. He was so stirred by this re-
port which came through Epaphras, that
he was moved to write this letter to Chris-
tians unknown to him. He introduces him-
self, saying:

10“We thank God the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ always when we pray
for you, since we heard of your faith in
connection with Christ Jesus and the love
you have for all the holy ones because
of the hope that is being reserved for
you in the heavens. This hope you heard
of before by the telling of the truth of
that good news which has presented itself
to you, even as it is bearing fruit and
increasing in all the world just as it is
doing also among you, from the day you
heard and accurately knew the undeserved
9,10. (a) The worldwide preaching of the good news
before Jerusalem’s destruction was testified to by whom,

and how? (b) In his letter to the Colossians, how_did
Paul involve himself with the unknown congregation?
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kindness of God in truth. That is what
you have learned from Epaphras our be-
loved fellow slave, who is a faithful min-
ister of the Christ on our behalf, who
also disclosed to us your love in a spiritual
way.”—Col. 1:3-8.

N At the time of writing this letter Paul,
as an informed, widely traveled mission-
ary, testified to the worldwide preaching

of the good news by what he says in the-

above introduction of his letter. He writes
of the “telling of the truth of that good
news which has presented itself to you,
even as it is bearing fruit and increasing
in all the world.” (Col. 1.5, 6) That he
means a worldwide preaching Paul con-
firms some sentences later, when he speaks
of their “not being shifted away from the
hope of that good news which you heard,
and which was preached in all creation
that is under heaven. Of this good news
| Paul became a minister.” (Col. 1:23)
This, of course, did not mean that every
individual on earth under heaven was be-
ing personally reached. It meant that the
preaching of the good news was being
pushed to all quarters of the inhabited
earth under heaven and that all human
creatures, without regard for language,
color, race or nationality, were being given
the opportunity to hear the Kingdom mes-
sage. There were no limits. In his earlier
letter to the congregation in Rome (about
56 C.E.), Paul expressed his intention to
carry the good news into Spain. The
Americas still farther west were not then
known to him.—Rom. 15:24.

RThis preaching of “this good news of
the kingdom” by the then small band of
disciples of Christ during the first cen-
tury in Asia, Europe and Africa was in ful-
Ailment of Bible prophecy. (Matt. 24:14;
11. (a) That w_orldwi.de Opreaching was meant is shown
how in Colossians 1:23? (b) In what sense was this
true of the preaching by then?

12. Was that the complete fulfillment of the prophecy
on preaching, or what was yet due?
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Mark 13:10; Acts 1:8) But it did not com-
plete the fulfillment of the prophecy. It
was to be duplicated in a climactic way
on a global scale after the discovery of
the Americas by Europeans and before
the destruction of the antitypical rebel-
lious Jerusalem, modern-day Christendom,
in this time of her end since 1914 C.E.
18The spiritual effect of this spreading
of the Kingdom hope now should be the
same as that in the days of the apostles
of Jesus Christ during the first century
C.E. Accordingly let us consider what the
apostle Paul says of its effect with refer-
ence to the congregation there in Colossae,
Asia Minor. He says that to the Colossians
there had been a “telling of the truth of
that good news which has presented itself
to you, even as it is bearing fruit and
increasing in all the world just as it is
doing also among you.” (Col. 1:5, 6) So
the “telling” of the spoken word “of the
truth of that good news” was “bearing
fruit” world wide, including Colossae.
UThe apostle Paul here likens the “good
news” that was truthfully told to them
to seed planted in the ground. The ground
or soil is good and fine, and seed takes
root and sprouts and produces fruit, a fruit
of its own kind. This picture corresponds
with the parabolic illustration that Jesus
Christ gave about the productive abilities
of four types of soil. Here is what he said:

B“Look! A sower went out to sow;
and as he was sowing, some seeds fell
alongside the road, and the birds came
and ate them up. Others fell upon the
rocky places where they did not have
much soil, and at once they sprang up
because of not having depth of soil. But
when the sun rose they were scorched,
and because of not having root they
13. According to Paul, what was the effect of the
spreading of the Kingdom hope, as illustrated in the
case of Colossae?

14,15. ﬁuTo what did Paul thus liken the good news

as truthfully told? (b) The picture here drawn corre-
sponds with what parabolic illustration given by Jesus?
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withered. Others, too, fell among the
thorns, and the thorns came up and choked
them. Still others fell upon the fine soil
and they began to yield fruit, this one a
hundredfold, that one sixty, the other
thirty.

18“You, then, listen to the illustration
of the man that sowed. Where anyone
hears the word of the kingdom but does
not get the sense of it, the wicked one
comes and snatches away what has been
sown in his heart; this is the one sown
alongside the road. As for the one sown
upon the rocky places, this is the one
hearing the word and at once accepting
it with joy. Yet he has no root in himself
but continues for a time, and after tribu-
lation or persecution has arisen on account
of the word he is at once stumbled. As
for the one sown among the thorns, this
is the one hearing the word, but the
anxiety of this system of things and the
deceptive power of riches choke the word,
and he becomes unfruitful. As for the one
sown upon the fine soil, this is the one
hearing the word and getting the sense
of it, who really does bear fruit and pro-
duces, this one a hundredfold, that one
sixty, the other thirty.”—Matt. 13:3-8,
18-23.

17According to what the apostle Paul
had heard from his visitor, Epaphras, the
members of the Christian congregation in
Colossae had hearts that were like the
“fine soil” described by Jesus. Hence, the
“word of the kingdom” that was sown
upon their hearts bore fruit and produced
in varying amounts, like a hundredfold,
sixtyfold, thirtyfold. The apostle Paul had
not sown the Kingdom seed among the
Colossian hearts, but, apparently, this
Epaphras of Colossae had done so, for
16. What explanation did Jesus himself give of this
illustration?
17. (a) The hearts of the Colossians were like what in
Jesus” illustration, and who had done the sowing of

them directly? (b) In actuality, what is the “seed,”
and in what situation?
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Paul speaks of him in the letter to the
Colossians as “Epaphras, who is from
among you, a slave of Christ Jesus.” Paul
also says to them: “That is what you
have learned from Epaphras our beloved
fellow slave, who is a faithful minister
of the Christ on our behalf, who also
disclosed to us your love in a spiritual
way.” (Col. 4:12; 1:7, 8; Philem. 23)
This “minister of the Christ” was merely
acting as an agent of the Great Sower
of the seed, Jesus Christ. Said Jesus: “The
seed is the word of God.” (Luke 8:11)
It is the “word of the kingdom.” But it is
not seed in a storehouse, but is seed
that is “sown,” that is to say, God's “word
of the kingdom” that is preached, pro-
claimed, taught.

18 Those disciples who join together un-

der the Great Sower, Jesus Christ, in
sowing, preaching, proclaiming, teaching
the seed of the “word of the kingdom”
are, as the apostle Paul calls them, “my
fellow workers for the kingdom of God.”
(Col. 4:11) Even while Paul was there
in the custodial house in Rome, he did
more than write letters, such as the one
to the Colossians. He “would Kindly re-
ceive all those who [like Epaphras] came
in to him, preaching the kingdom of God
to them and teaching the things con-
ceming the Lord Jesus Christ with the
greatest freeness of speech, without hin-
drance.” (Acts 28:30, 31) Since this spiri-
tual “seed” is the “word of God,” the
“word of the kingdom,” it contains in
itself good news, a message of hope, a
message of the grandest government for
the blessing of all mankind, God's Mes-
sianic kingdom. This message contained
in the “seed” is something that the re-
ceiver of the “seed” has to understand and
appreciate. He has to get the meaning of
18. (a) How did Paul in his custodial house In Rome
continue to sow the “seed”? (b) What does this *seed"”

contain within itself, and what is necessary for it to
take root in human hearts?
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it, the sense of it, with his heart. In this
way the “seed” will take root in his heart.

FAITH AND LOVE WITHIN THE HEART

*What effect did the “good news” as
truthfully told to them have within the
hearts of the members who made up the
congregation in Colossae? It had an effect
that moved Paul, when he heard about
it, to write them his excellent letter. The
effect within their hearts was what Paul
mentions: “your faith in connection with
Christ Jesus and the love you have for
all the holy ones,” “your love in a spiritual
way.” (Col. 1:4, 8) Such faith and love
had to be cultivated in their hearts for
the “seed” of the “word of God” to take
root downward and sprout upward and
make an outward expression, thus pro-
ducing new, living seed grains thirty,
sixty or a hundred times as many as the
original seed. There must be this develop-
ment in the heart first before there is an
outward expression that reproduces what
was sown inside.

20As regards Gentiles, non-Jews, such
as many of the Colossian congregation
were, it had taken faith on their part
to accept the “seed” of the word of God.
They had to abandon the many Greek and
Roman gods to which they were dedicated
and concentrate their belief upon the only
living and true God, the Creator of heaven
and earth and of all things in them, whose
name is Jehovah. But whether they were
uncircumcised Gentiles or were natural
Jews, they also had to believe in Jesus
Christ, that this Jesus the descendant of
King David of Jerusalem was the promised
Messiah or Christ. They had to believe
that this one was the “firstborn of all
19. (a) According to Paul, what effects did the telling
of the good news have within the hearts of the Colos-
sians? (b) Because of the “seed” sown, why must
there be a development of faith and love in the heart?
20. (a) Why did the Gentiles especially have to exercise
faith in order to accept the “seed”? (b) Whether Jew

or Gentile, they had to accept what vital facts concern-
ing Jesus?
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creation.” They needed to believe that he
was also “firstborn from the dead,” be-
cause Jehovah God has resurrected him
from the dead to immortal life in the
heavens. Besides, they had to believe that
Jesus Christ is the “head of the body,
the congregation,” to which they desired
to belong. Also, that “carefully concealed
in him are all the treasures of wisdom
and of knowledge,” so that their pagan
philosophies or their man-made religious
traditions must no longer be held to.—Col.
1:15-18; 2:3, 8; Acts 14:11-18.

21Those were some of the vital things
that were contained in the “truth of that
good news,” and in these things they had
to have faith with their hearts. It was just
as the apostle Paul had written years
previously to the Romans: “The ‘word’
of faith, which we are preaching. For if
you publicly declare [or, you confess] that
‘word in your own mouth,” that Jesus is
Lord, and exercise faith in your heart
that God raised him up from the dead, you
will be saved. For with the heart one
exercises faith for righteousness, but with
the mouth one makes public declaration
[or, one confesses] for salvation.” (Rom.
10:8-10) Because the hearts of the Colos-
sians were like “fine soil,” they did exer-
cise faith with their hearts and accepted
the “seed” of the “word of the kingdom,”
the “word of God,” and they did let it
take root in their heart and express itself.

22In conjunction with their faith that
Jesus was the Messiah or Christ, they
had to believe that Jehovah God had
seated him at His own right hand like a
King-Priest, who was foreshadowed by
Melchizedek the ancient king of Sedem.
21. (a) What did the Colossians have to do with that
“word” that had been placed in their mouths, and
why? (b) What quality did they have to exercise with
their heart to move them to give outward expression?
22, 23. (a) Those Colossians were obliged to believe Jesus
occupied what official position, and so under what rule
were_they?. %b) Hence, like Paul the letter writer, what
Eosmon with reference to that government did they

old, and what command of Jesus did they share in
carrying out?
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In consequence of this, they had come
under Christ’s spiritual kingdom. Yes, they
were required to believe that God “deliv-
ered us from the authority of the dark-
ness and transferred us into the kingdom
of the Son of his love.” (Col. 1:13) Not
only were they under the present king-
ship of the Son of God’s love, but they
were also “ambassadors substituting for
Christ” in God’s program of “reconciling
a world to himself” by means of Christ.
(2 Cor. 5:19, 20) While in the prison from
which Paul wrote his letter to the Colos-
sians, he spoke of “freeness of speech to
make known the sacred secret of the good
news, for which I am acting as an ambas-
sador in chains.” (Eph. 6:19, 20) So, like
the apostle Paul, the Colossian congrega-
tion was a body of ambassadors for the
“sacred secret of the good news.” They
were obliged to take part in the fulfillment
of Jesus’ prophecy, in Matthew 24:14:

2 “This good news of the kingdom wilft

be preached in all the inhabited earth for
a witness to all the nations.”

2By engaging in this ambassadorial ac-
tivity in behalf of the Messianic kingdom

24. (a) To what nation did those Colossians now belong,
and what fruits were they obliged to bring forth’>
(b) So what kind of fruitage was it that the
sown on their hearts was bringing forth?

“seed"”
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of God, those Colossians were bringing
forth the fruits of the Kingdom. They
proved themselves to be part of the “na-
tion producing its fruits.” The “kingdom”
that had been taken away from the nation
of natural, circumcised Israel had now
been given to the nation of spiritual Israel,
to which nation those Colossian Christians
belonged. (Matt. 21:43) The symbolic
“seed” of the “word of the kingdom,”
“the word of God,” had been sown on
their hearts, and now that their hearts
were found to be fine soil they were pro-
ducing a crop of the same kind of thing
that had been sown on their hearts. That
is, they too were bringing forth, preach-
ing, teaching, the “word of the kingdom”
to others, those outside the Colossian con-
gregation.—Matt. 13:19; Luke 8:11, 15.

SAn excellent example worthy of imi-
tation was set back there in the first cen-
tury C.E. in connection with the Christian
ongregation in Colossae, Asia Minor. Is
being duplicated today in this war-
plagued twentieth century? If so, then we,
like the apostle Paul, will have cause to
“thank God the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ always” when we pray to Him re-
garding the religious situation.

25. In view of the example set by the Colossians, what
question do we ask as regards our war-plagued century
and for what will we thank God?
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N THE first century with which our
Common Era began, the most hair-
raising event was, not the burning of the

1. What was the hair-raising event of the first century
C.E., and, before it became_ known world wide, what
had been preached world wide?

city of Rome in 64 C.E., but the siege
and destruction of the city of Jerusalem
in the year 70 C.E. For his oustanding
victory over that mightily fortified city,
the Roman General Titus was rewarded
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with a victory procession on his return
to Rome in 71 C.E., a triumphal arch
being erected in his honor. However, the
sanguinary war with the rebellious Jews
did not end until the capture of their last
Judean stronghold, the fortress of Masada
that overlooks the Dead Sea, in the year
73 C.E. This brought great shame, re-
proach and religious frustration to the
Jews world wide, with tens of thousands
of them being sold into slavery. However,
years before this bad news for those cir-
cumcised Jews became known world wide,
the good news of an everlasting joy had
been spread throughout the then known
world. It was the good news of the Mes-
sianic kingdom of God, a kingdom that
is not dependent upon earthly Jerusalem.

2Who were the bearers of that good
news in that first century C.E.? Not the
natural circumcised Jews who looked to
Jerusalem as their religious center. Rath-
er, it was those who were falsely accused
by Emperor Nero for the burning of Rome,
namely, the peaceful, harmless followers
of Jesus Christ who had been called
“Christians” first in the Syrian city of
Antioch. (Acts 11:26) Back there those
Christian disciples included thousands of
Jewish believers, like the Christian apos-
ties Simon Peter and Paul. Before the
burning of Rome the apostle Peter found
himself in Babylon, Mesopotamia, from
which he wrote to the Christians through-
out Asia Minor. The apostle Paul found
himself, for at least the first two years of
his stay in Rome, Italy, under house ar-
rest and booked for having his appeal in
behalf of Christianity heard before Em-
peror Nero. (1 Pet. 5:13; Acts 28:30, 31)
From Babylon, near the eastern limit of

2. (@) Who were the bearers of that good news in that
first century C.E.? (b) How wide a Sﬁread did
Christianity have from east to west, before the burning
of Rome?
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the Roman Empire, to Rome itself was a
distance of about two thousand miles.
Quite a spread for Christianity!

8Through the conversion of the Ethio-
pian eunuch of Queen Candace by the
evangelizer Philip, Christianity had also
penetrated far south, all the way down
into Ethiopia south of Egypt. (Acts 8:26*
39) Thus the good news of God’s Mes*
sianic kingdom was penetrating deep into
Africa and Asia and Europe. Among the
Christians to whom the apostle Peter
wrote in his first general letter, in five
provinces in Asia Minor, were the Chris-
tians in Colossae, Laodicea and Hierapolis
in the Roman province of Asia. (1 Pet.
1:1) About the time of Peter’s general
letter, the apostle Paul wrote directly to
the Christian congregation in Colossae and
mentioned to them his letter to the con*
gregation in Laodicea. (Col. 4:16) It was
to these Colossian Christians that Paul
spoke of the “telling of the truth of that
good news” world wide, this being years
before the end came upon earthly Jeru-
salem in the year 70 C.E. Along with
such good news there went a hope for
those accepting the good news, and with
reference to this Paul writes, saying:

*“This hope you heard of before by
the telling of the truth of that good news
which has presented itself to you, even
as it is bearing fruit and increasing in
all the world just as it is doing also
among you, from the day you heard and
accurately knew the undeserved kindness
of God in truth.”—Col. 1:4-6.

5 That the hope of God’s heavenly king-

dom had been spread world wide is em-
phasized by Paul when his letter continues
on to say to the Colossians: “Provided,

3, 4. (a) Before his letter to the Colossians, how had
the truth penetrated deep into Africa as well as else-
where? (b) According to Paul’s letter, how extensively
was the *good news” bearing fruit?

5 In Colossians 1:23, how did Paul emphasize the
preaching of the good news world wide?
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of course, that you continue in the faith,
established on the foundation and stead-
fast and not being shifted away from the
hope of that good news which you heard,
and which was preached in all creation
that is under heaven. Of this good news
| Paul became a minister.”—Col. 1:23.

*The apostle Paul was not the only
minister of the good news back there.
All the faithful Christians of that first
century were, including the disciple Epa-
phras of Colossae, who visited Paul during
his house arrest in Rome. (Col. 1:7, 8;
4:12, 13) All these ministers of the good
news joined in sharing their hope with
others, not particularly by copying by
hand the inspired Gospel accounts of
Christ’s life and the letters written by his
inspired disciples, but especially by word
of mouth, by preaching to all hearers and
by giving oral teaching to all interested
ones. The amount of work connected with
this we can only imagine for workers
under those first-century circumstances.
Those Christian ministers had the only
good news to tell to the first-century
world. They were not silent about the
Kingdom, but were very vocal about it.

S&EWATCHTOWER.
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is bearing fruit and increasing in all the
world just as it is doing also among you.”
(Col. 1:5, 6) The “telling of the truth of
that good news” was bearing fruit and
increasing not only among the congrega-
tion in Colossae but also in all other
congregations in Europe, Asia and Africa.
The “seed” that they brought forth was
used in sowing the Kingdom message in
the hearts of others. What wonder, then,
that within a matter of thirty years from
the time that Jesus Christ began sowing
the seed by his preaching of the kingdom
of God such a witness to the Kingdom
was brought about in “all the inhabited
earth”t—Matt. 4:12-17; 24:14.

ANY MODERN SIMILAR FEAT?

8The power of growth in a seed that
is planted in fertile soil is astonishingly
great. The “seed” of the *“word of the
kingdom” amazed the world with its power
back there nineteen hundred years ago.
Has that seed of the “word of God” lost
its power in this twentieth century? That
should not be the case, and it is not the
case! What was written to the Chris-
tianized Hebrews nineteen centuries ago

7 The “seed” of the “word of the king[emains true today: “The word of God

dom” that was spoken to them did not
fall upon unproductive soil. But up from
the fine soil of good and honest hearts
there sprang a growth bearing seed like
that sown. There came forth the mul-
tiplying of the seed of the good news of
God’s Messianic kingdom by the telling
of it to all others within reach or hearing
distance. Thus, just as the apostle Paul
remarked to the Colossian Christians, “the
telling of the truth of that good news .. .
6. (@) Who were ministers of the good news, besides
Paul? §b) How did those ministers share jointly the
hope of the good news with others?

7. (a) Because the “seed” of the good news was not
sown on unproductive soil, what occurred in the con-
gregation of Colossians and others? (b) Because the
‘good news," as truthfully told, was *“bearing fruit,"”

what was accomplished within thirty years from when
Jesus started preaching?

is alive and exerts power and is sharper
than any two-edged sword.”—Heb. 4:12.

9 Age has not decreased its grow power.

What do we have to show for this fact?
Shall we say that it is the religious realm
known as Christendom? According to the
published estimates of the church mem-
bership of Christendom, after reaching a
peak in the 1960 she suffered a tern-
porary slump in membership by the tens
of millions. But now the latest estimate
gives Christendom a new peak of 985,363,-
400 members.—See

8. How great is the power of %rovy‘th of a seed r‘ightly
sown, and has the seed of the “word of God“ lost
such power of growth in this twentieth century?

9. (a) Has old age decreased the grow power of the

“seed” of God's Word? (b) Why do we here consider
the growth of Christendom's membership?
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manac and Book of Facts, page 343, under
the heading “Religious Population of the
World.”

10Let it be admitted that Christendom
is not declining in its claimed membership.
Yet, may it also be that the quality of
her members is increasing in spirituality,
to produce more genuine Christians? Let
us compare them with the brand of Chris-
tians at Colossae, to whom Paul was
strongly moved to write spontaneously.
Those Colossian Christians were far dif-
ferent from what most people who claimed
to serve God would be much later on,
“in the last days.” The fact that Chris-
tendom, after more than sixteen centuries
of existence, is increasing does not dis-
prove that she is in her “last days.” That
she is in “critical times hard to deal with”
cannot be questioned. What did the apostle
Paul foretell would be the reason for this,
and is this the reason for Christendom’s
religious difficulties? Paul said:

1 “But know this, that in the last days
critical times hard to deal with will be
here. [Why?] For men will be lovers of
themselves, lovers of money, self-assuming,
haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to par-
ents, unthankful, disloyal, having no natu-
ral affection, not open to any agreement,
slanderers, without self-control, fierce,
without love of goodness, betrayers, head-
strong, puffed up with pride, lovers of
pleasures rather than lovers of God, hav-
ing a form of godly devotion but proving
false to its power.”—2 Tim. 3:1-5.

2Who is there that can deny that this
prophetic description explains the reason
for Christendom’s difficulties today, after
sixteen centuries of numerical growth. In
having this inspired prophecy fulfilled

10,11. (zz? What question about growth arises as to
Christendom, and does numerical growth prove she is
not in her “time of the end"? ) What conditions
foretold by Paul for the “last days”’ ma%/ be the
reason for Christendom’s religious difficulties?

12, 13. (a) How, then, does Christendom compare spiri-
tually with the ancient Colossian congregation? (b) How
does” Christendom explain that the Lord’s Prayer will
be fulfilled regarding the heavenly Father’s kingdom?
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upon her, Christendom proves herself
to be diametrically opposite from what
the Colossian congregation was. For all
these centuries Christendom has regularly
prayed what she calls the Lord's Prayer.
This model prayer as offered by the Lord
Jesus Christ in his Sermon on the Mount
begins by saying: “Our Father which art
in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth,
as it is in heaven."” (Matt. 6:9, 10, Autho-
rized Version) Christendom today explains
this coming of the heavenly Father’s king-
dom to be by the establishing of the King-
dom in the hearts of the believers. As Dr.
Adam Clarke said in commenting on Mat*
thew 6:10:

B “When the kingdom of righteousness,

peace, and joy, in the Holy Spirit, is es-
tablished in the heart, there is then an
ample provision made for the fulfillment
of the Divine will.”—Commentary, Vol. 5,
page 86, col. 1.

14For a long time it was thought that
God’s kingdom would come by the convert-
ing of all mankind to be church members
of Christendom. But now that Christen-
dom is lagging behind the world’s popu-
lation growth, the religious clergy say the
Kingdom’s coming is only into the hearts
of as many as believe. There is no teach-
ing that God’s Messianic kingdom will
come against this present worldly system
of things and destroy it and then rule
as an actual government over all the in-
habitants of the earth and fill the whole
earth with righteousness and peace and
happiness forevermore. (Dan. 2:44; 7:
13, 14) Jesus Christ said: “A good man
brings forth good out of the good treasure
of his heart.” And: “Where your treasure
is, there your hearts will be also.” (Luke
6:45; 12:34) But where is the evidence
14. (a) Since Christendom’s growth lags behind that of
the world population, how do her clerg?/ explain the
Kingdom’s coming? (b) How do two world wars inside

of thirty-two years raise a question about the Kingdom's
coming as regards Christendom?
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that God’s kingdom has been established
in even the hearts of the church members
of Christendom and that their hearts are
with God’s kingdom as their treasure?
Are two world wars inside of thirty-two
years of this twentieth century the evi-
dence that God’s *“kingdom of righteous-
ness, peace, and joy, in the Holy Spirit”
was established in the hearts of the hun-
dreds of millions of church members of
Christendom?

BDuring the twenty years between the
two world wars the League of Nations
for world peace and security was the
treasure of Christendom, for her churches
said: The League of Nations is “the po-
litical expression of the Kingdom of God
on earth.” But where is the League of
Nations today? And what is its successor,
the United Nations, accomplishing in halt-
ing the international arms race for mill-
tary superiority in a third world war that
threatens the existence of all mankind?
The making of more deadly weapons
answers.

BAII these things prove that the king-
dom of God has not been established in the
hearts of the clergy and church members
of Christendom and that it has not come
into their hearts. The kingdom of God
cannot be expected to come in that way,
and it will not come in that way. Yet the
kingdom of God by Christ is coming in
answer to the Lord’s Prayer, and that
theocratic government is now actually at
the doors. This is what all mankind are
today being told in the “good news of
the kingdom” that Jesus Christ prophesied
would be preached in all the inhabited
earth for a witness to all the nations be-
fore the end came. (Matt. 24:14) This
good news, “the word of the kingdom,” is
15. (a) Between the two world wars, what organization
was Christendom’s “treasure” ? (b) What Is the League’s
successor doing about the arms race?

16. Is God's kingdom truly comin? in spite of Christen-

dom’s condition, and how are all mankind being told
about this today?
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being sown like seed in all the earth, in
208 countries and island groups, and it
is bearing fruit the same as in the days
of the apostle Paul. And as he said to the
Christian congregation in Colossae, “it is
bearing fruit and increasing in all the
world just as it is doing also among you.”
(Col. 1:6) Inside and outside of Christen-
dom this seed of the good news is being
sown.

17And as regards the relationship be-
tween God’s kingdom and the human
heart, it is not the Kingdom, but the
of the good news of God’s Messianic King-
dom that comes into the heart. This “seed”
is established there by taking root and
bearing fruit. This seed is sown by the
preaching of the good news to all those
who will listen to it and receive it. This
seed of the good news bears fruit by caus-
ing the mouth to speak, out of the abun-
dance of the heart of those in whose hearts
the seed has been planted. Thus the im-
planting of the “seed” makes everyone in
whose favorable heart the seed has been
sown become a new proclaimer of the
good news. That is the way the seed of
the good news is increasing through the
proclaiming of the good news by more and
more preachers of the Kingdom. And
whereas Christendom tries to prevent the
sowing of the seed of the Kingdom in
human hearts, the Christian witnesses of
Jehovah keep on scattering the seed of
the good news world wide. Likewise, just
as in the apostle Paul’s days, the bearing
fruit and increasing have taken place—
world wide, Christendom notwithstanding.

THE ATTENDANT FRUITAGE
18This sowing of the seed of the King-
dom good news has abundantly borne fruit

17. (a) If not the Kingdom, what Is it that Is established
in the hearts of humanity, and how? (b) So, as in
Paul's day, how has the “bearing fruit and increasing”
of the good news come about, despite Christendom?
18. What has the sowing of the “seed” produced besides
more Kingdom_proclaimers, and so what qualities mark
Jehovah's” Christian witnesses today?
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and increased in more them merely pro-
ducing more Kingdom proclaimers. It has
had an attendant fruitage in the hearts
of those in whom the seed has been sown
and who proclaim the Kingdom. It has
produced the contrary of what the apostle
Paul foretold for Christendom in 2 Timo-
thy 3:1-5 regarding her. It has produced
the same things that it did in the hearts
and lives of the Christian congregation
in Colossae to whom Paul wrote his let-
ter. It has produced the Christian qual-
ities that Paul mentions in his letter,
namely, love, hope and faith. Miraculous
powers and abilities marking the true
Christian congregation might pass away
after the death of the Christian apostles,
but, said Paul, “now, however, there re-
main faith, hope, love, these three; but
the greatest of these is love.” (1 Cor.
13:13) These are the things that remain,
not with war-plagued Christendom, but
with Jehovah’s Christian witnesses. Faith,
hope, love mark them.

10Said Paul to the Colossians: “We
heard of your faith in connection with
Christ Jesus and the love you have for ah
the holy ones because of the hope that is
being reserved for you in the heavens.
This hope you heard of before by the
telling of the truth of that good news
.. . Epaphras our beloved fellow slave . . .
also disclosed to us your love in a spiritual
way.” (Col. 1:4, 5, 7, 8) Not the sexy,
passionate, fleshly love that characterized
the pagan Greek-speaking world in the
apostle Paul’s day, but “love in a spiritual
way”—this is what has been produced by
the sowing of the good news in the hearts
of Jehovah’s Christian witnesses of today.
This true Christian love is part of the
fruitage of God’s spirit, according to Paul’s
words in Galatians 5:22. It is this spiritual
19. (a) What did Paul have to write about the faith, love
and hope of the Colosslan congregation? (b) What kind

of love Is It that moves Jehovah’s Christian witnesses to
open their mouths in preaching?
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love in the heart that moves them to open
their mouths in preaching.

20Jesus’ prophecy respecting the con-
elusion of this worldly system of things
is being fulfilled in Christendom today,
namely, “Because of the increasing of
lawlessness the love of the greater number
will cool off.” (Matt. 24:12) But the prayer
that the apostle Paul expressed when
writing to the Colossians is being fulfilled
toward Jehovah’s Christian witnesses to-
day: “that their hearts may be comforted,
that they may be harmoniously joined to-
gether in love.” (Col. 2:1, 2) But they
must cooperate with the apostle’s prayer
for them by doing what the apostle wrote
to the Colossians: “Clothe yourselves with
love, for it is a perfect bond of union.”
—=Col. 3:14.

211t is not surprising, therefore, that,
although Jehovah’s Christian witnesses of
today come from *“all nations and tribes
and peoples and tongues,” they do not
recognize any racial, national, tribal or
skin-color barriers among themselves. Not
only do they not fight among themselves
in their congregations and general assem-
blies, but they refuse to engage in any
untheocratic international wars. Such wars
would oblige Christian witnesses of one
country to kill fellow Christians of an-
other country.—Rev. 7:9.

221t requires great faith to take this
course in a war-plagued world. But,
like the congregation in Colossae, our
twentieth-century witnesses of Jehovah
have full faith in the rightness of the
laws and rules of conduct set forth in the
Holy Bible. They have faith that the Bible
has God as its Author and that it is a
20. What, as foretold, Is happening to the quality of love
In Christendom today, and so what prayer of Paul
must they cooperate with him in fulfilling, and how?
2L How does such love affect Jehovah's witnesses who
are of such different backgrounds in their relations with
one another?
22. For them to take such a course in this world re-

uires faith In what facts, and how must they be like
the Colossians as respects their faith?
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theocratic Book, to which they must un-
questioningly adhere. They have faith that
Jesus Christ is God’s Son and is their
Lord whose words and examples they must
follow unswervingly. That they may be
“open to no accusation before him,” they
do like the Colossians: they “continue in
the faith, estab-

lished on the
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“ Nineteen centuries ago, O what a
“hope” those Colossians had! It was a
vital factor in helping them to keep ac-
ceptable to God through Christ; and for
that potent reason the apostle Paul re-
minded those Colossian Christians about
“not being shifted away from the hope of

that good news
which you heard,

foundation and THE NEXT ISSUE and which was
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“the firmness of
your faith to-
ward Christ.” (Col. 1:22, 23; 2:5) For a
like reason we can rejoice over Jehovah’s
witnesses of today.

23There are many political lords on
earth at present, but Jehovah’s Christian
witnesses abstain from worldly politics.
Why? Because they have “accepted Christ
Jesus the Lord.” Quite appropriately, then,
they obey the apostle Paul’s admonition
to the Colossians: “Go on walking in union
with him [Christ], rooted and being built
up in him and being stabilized in the faith,
just as you were taught, overflowing with
faith in thanksgiving.” (Col. 2:6, 7; 1 Cor.
8:5, 6) There are thousands of examples
in twentieth-century history to prove that
the Christian worshipers of Jehovah as
God will hold to this faith in Jesus Christ
as their Lord down to the very death, even
a violent death at the hands of persecutors.
Their belief in the resurrection of the dead
strengthens them to do this. They have the
faith of the Colossian Christians, which,
the apostle Paul said, is the “faith in the
operation of God, who raised him [Christ]
up from the dead.”—Col. 2:12.
23. (a) During this time of political lords, in whom do
they put faith as their Lord? (b(}e What strengthens

then)) to endure even to a violent death under persecu-
tion?

Christians, many
of whom were
doubtless converted from pagan nations,
lived in a most wonderful time when secret
features of God’s purposes were first made
manifest, this making it possible for God-
fearing believers to take advantage of such
manifestation. Most certainly those Colos-
sian believers must have felt highly fa-
vored in this regard when the apostle
Paul wrote them and said that he was
made a minister “to preach the word of
God fully, the sacred secret that was hid-
den from the past systems of things and
from the past generations. But now it has
been made manifest to his holy ones, to
whom God has been pleased to make
known what are the glorious riches of
this sacred secret among the nations. It
is Christ in union with you, the hope of
his glory.”—Col. 1:25-27.
25This meant that for the first time
such a sacred arrangement existed as
“Christ in union with” not only the Jew-
ish believers but also believers from all
the non-Jewish or pagan Gentile nations.
24. (a) What other factor strengthened the Colossians to
keep acceptable to God, and what did they have to do
about this? (b) Why did they live in a wonderful time
?asv(t)?’ego;mmg a faith, and so why did they feel highly
25. What did that statement by Paul mean with respect

to believers back there, and what Christian qualities did
that hope promote in the Colossians?
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Christ’s being now in union with all these
furnished the b8sis for a remarkable hope,
“the hope of his glory.” This hope was
therefore that of their sharing with Christ
the Messiah in his heavenly kingdom for
the everlasting blessing of 81l mankind.
Ah, then, what excellent Christism qualities
such a hope produces! The apostle Paul
said that the love 8md faith of the Colos-
sisins were “because of the hope that is
being reserved for you in the heavens.”
(Col. 1:4, 5) Such a marvelous hope lives
today!

BWhat, then, is the hope of Jehovah’s
Christian witnesses of this time of world
upheaval and political confusion? Is it the
hope of becoming the king or queen of
England? Is it to become the president of
the French Republic? Is it to become the
prime minister of West Germany? Is it
to become the chairman of the Communist
Party of Soviet Russia? Is it to become
the governor of the State of New York
or of any other state in the United States
of America? Not for a moment! The hope
of the Christian witnesses is not to fill such
political offices in any of the world gov-
emments of this doomed system of things.
Let the office-seeking politicians of Chris-
tendom and pagandom fill those worldly
positions on earth down to the end. Those
of Jehovah’s witnesses who have the up-
ward call like that of the first-century
Colossians hope for a governmental posi-
tion reserved for them in the heavens,
in union with Jesus Christ the “King of
kings and Lord of lords.” In that heavenly
kingdom they will serve God and help to
bless all mankind.

27As for those Christian witnesses of
Jehovah who desire to live in 8m unpol-
luted, peaceful Paradise earth, their hope
26. At this time, what Is the hope of Jehovah’s Christian
witnesses as to rulershlp, and for what purpose?

27. As for those Witnesses who desire to live In the
paradise earth, what are their hopes about rulershlp,

and how will they be among those whom God preserves
Into his new order?
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is not to live forever under the “Stars
and Stripes Forever,” nor under the Ham-
mer and Sickle to all time to come, nor
under the emblem of any other nation of
this present system of things. Their hope
is to live forever on earth under the heav-
enly kingdom of Jehovah God the Sover-
eign of all the universe, hi that theocratic
government Jesus Christ and his glorified
congregation will reign as kings and
priests for the endless welfare of all man-
kind, the living and the dead. To this
Government alone these hopers in an
earthly Paradise look for deliverance from
all the misrule over mankind by Satan the
Devil and all his agents, demon and human.
Because of such a grand, all-excelling
hope they have no desire and ambition
for any political offices of earthly nations.
They want no share in the community
responsibility for the sins and corruption
of politics. They know that the ones who
keep clean from such worldly defilements
will be the ones whom God will preserve
into His new order.

28All thanks to Jehovah God through
Jesus Christ for such matchless “good
news.” This is the good news that is being
preached today to &1l creation under
heaven. The telling of this good news is
bearing fruit and increasing, through the
victorious power of Almighty God. Those
who are receiving the seed of this good
news are, as a consequence, cultivating
within themselves faith, hope and love,
in spite of being in a war-plagued world.
Only the true *“good news” could bring
forth such Christlike qualities. Motivated
by these qualities, the Christian witnesses
of Jehovah will continue to preach the
good news of God's Messianic kingdom in
81l creation that is under heaven, clear
down to the end of this fruitful seed-
sowing se8uson.
28. To whom go the thanks for such *'good news,*" and

what Christian qualities has it produced to motivate
preachers onward to the end?



OME folks never attend a wed-

ding, even the wedding of a
close friend, claiming they are too busy.
But it is good to remember that Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, when upon earth
was not too busy to attend the marriage
feast in Cana. In fact, the first sign he
performed as proof of his Messiahship was
at this wedding. When the wine ran out,
he miraculously supplied more, the very
best wine and that in abundance. Inciden-
tally, the result of that miracle was that
“his disciples put their faith in him.”
—John 2:1-11.

The first wedding was that of Adam and
Eve and it was performed by Jehovah God,
the Creator. God first had Adam come to
appreciate his need for a mate, for we read
that after having named all the animals
Adam found that for himself there was
“no helper as a complement.” Then God
created Eve and “proceeded ... to bring
her to the man.” No wonder that, upon
being introduced to her, Adam said: “This
is at last bone of my bones and flesh of
my flesh. This one will be called Woman,
because from man this one was taken.”
—Gen. 2:18-23.

Among God’s servants in ancient times
there is no record of a formal religious
ceremony associated with weddings. And
there was no such thing as a marriage
license, though definite steps were taken
that made the marriage tie legally binding.
However, one thing is certain, that, even
as is the case today, a wedding was a
joyous occasion. Underscoring the joyous-
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ness associated with marriage
feasts is the reference to the
marriage of the Lamb, thus using
this arrangement that is well under-
stood by humans to illustrate the relation-
ship that comes to exist between Jesus
Christ and his followers in heaven. Con-
cerning this marriage, we read: “Praise
Jah, you people . . . Let us rejoice and be
overjoyed, and let us give him the glory,
because the marriage of the Lamb has
arrived and his wife has prepared herself.”
—Rev. 19:6, 7.

Weddings are customarily very joyous
affairs and they do have many appealing
factors, especially for the womenfolk, who
generally are inclined to be more romantic
and more interested in weddings than the
menfolk. Usually there is a beautifully
adorned bride. And often there are flowers
and music to add to the festiveness of the
occasion.

It has been observed that brides make a
great deal of their wedding; they like to
dramatize it as much as possible. And this
they do with peculiarly feminine wisdom.
Quite likely most grooms would prefer
otherwise, but by going through with all
the arrangements even these ones may
well have impressed upon their hearts and
minds the importance of the step they
are taking. As has been observed by
worldly psychologists, the dramatic cere-
mony so impresses itself on the male or
groom that he is made more aware that
he is from now on a married man. Then,
too, brides are wise in making much of
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their wedding, for getting married is one
of the most serious steps one can take and
it is taken with the expectation of its
lasting a lifetime.

REASONS IBOR GOING

Many and varied are the reasons why
people go to a wedding. A person who is
quite romantic will usually find a number
of excuses for going to a wedding. A very
good reason for going is, of course, be-
cause a good friend or close relative is
getting married. A couple getting married
consider it an expression of love or respect
for others to attend their wedding. Some
people go because they are related to the
bride or groom and so feel obligated to
put in an appearance. Others go because
of business or political connections that
seem to recommend their presence. Curi-
osity may cause still others to go, even as
the opportunity to wear fine clothes might
cause some women to attend.

While a wedding is a joyous occasion,
let it never be forgotten that, according
to the Bible, it is also a most serious one.
A man and woman in marrying are
supposed to be contracting “for keeps,”
as the saying goes. It is commonly recog-
nized that couples marry “for better or
for worse” and “until death” parts them.
Fittingly, at weddings conducted by Jeho-
vah’s witnesses the officiating minister re-
views the Scriptural basis for marriage and
the Scriptural obligations of the man and
the woman. While all of this is primarily
directed to the couple being married, is
it not also good counsel for all in the
audience? Most surely!

FOR HUSBANDS AND WIVES

Today, among people in general, mar-
riage is being downgraded as more and
more couples live together as husbhand
and wife without first getting married.
Among those that do marry there is ever
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less loyalty and faithfulness to the mar-
riage vows and to each other and ever
more divorcing. All the trends of the day,
such as materialism, sexual immorality
and perversions, combine to make it more
difficult to make a success of marriage.
Thus even among dedicated Christian
servants of God some may be tempted to
separate and go their own ways if not
able to get a Scriptural divorce.

Might not all such, as well as any others
who are having more “tribulation in their
flesh” than they bargained for, benefit
from attending a wedding ceremony—the
kind conducted in the Kingdom Halls of
Jehovah’s Witnesses? (1 Cor. 7:28) How
well it would be for them to compare their
actions toward each other with the Scrip-
tural counsel being presented! As the
groom is being counseled, each husband
can well ask himself to what extent he
measures up to the standard set forth by
the Originator of marriage in his Word the
Bible. The same goes for each wife as the
bride is counseled on her Scriptural obli-
gations toward her husband. If a couple’s
marriage has got into a commonplace rut,
attending a wedding and seeing and hearing
young people in love and full of hope take
their marriage vows may well help to
recall the time when they felt that way
toward each other. It may even motivate
them to do something about rekindling
their “first love.”

PARENTS AND CHILDREN

Parents, ever hopeful as regards a happy
marriage for their children, can also bene-
fit from attending such a wedding cere-
mony. Thus, one Christian minister, in the
course of his wedding talk, commended the
parents of the youthful couple for having
reared their children “in the discipline
and mental-regulating of Jehovah” so that
their children were able to have an honor-
able marriage at their house of worship.
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Without doubt, all parents with marriage-
able or even younger children, when
hearing such remarks, are caused to appre-
ciate more how much is involved in proper-
ly rearing their children.—Eph. 6:4.

Further on, this same minister also
commended the young pair themselves for
having avoided the snares of sexual im-
morality so that they could have such an
honorable wedding ceremony. What an
incentive those remarks were to all the
young folks in the audience to follow
Bible principles and to exercise self-control!
They were also helped to appreciate
how true the apostle’s words are that
“godly devotion is beneficial for £11things,”
including happiness in marriage.—1 Tim.
4:8.

Those who are seriously contemplating
marriage also stand to benefit from at-
tending such a wedding. As they hear
the speaker outline the duties as well as
the privileges of married folks, it should
help them to take a mature view of mar-
riage rather than justa sentimental roman-
tic view, as though marriage were a bed
of roses. They will be helped to see how
much one’s happiness in marriage depends
upon practical factors, such as being
thoughtful, unselfish and considerate of
each other. Also, they will have impressed
upon them that in marriage people do
have “tribulation in their flesh” and so
must be prepared to “take the bitter with
the sweet.”

BENEFITING FROM THE RECEPTION

There are those acquaintances of a
couple getting married that take the atti-
tude that they do not have time to attend

MeWATCHTOWER.

November 15, 1973

the wedding ceremony at the Kingdom
Hall, but they do have time for the fes-
tivities that follow, when there will be
wining, dining and dancing. This might be
said to be putting the cart before the
horse. Really, it borders on the mistake
made by the ancient hunter Esau, who
preferred a bowl of lentil stew to the
spiritual blessings of the promise first
made to his grandfather Abraham. One’
presence at the wedding is an expression
of esteem for those getting married, but
one’s presence only at the reception may
mean that one’s primary interest in life
is having a good time.—Heb. 12:16.

Wedding receptions among Jehovah’s
witnesses have often been made occasions
of spiritual profit and upbuilding. Recently,
at one of these there were short talks,
combining humor and practical counsel by
several close friends of the bridal pair.
There was also some fine singing of Chris-
tian songs that were especially appropriate
to the occasion, and, of course, the fes-
tivities began with asking God’s blessing on
the occasion.

Here also care should be taken that the
reception keeps a high tone and does not
sink to the level of riotous living or
drunken revelry, as is so often the case
among worldlings. In short, at wedding
receptions also let there be a heeding of
the apostle’s advice: “Whether you are
eating or drinking or doing anything else,
do all things for God’ glory.” Doing so
will make the wedding ceremony, as well
as the festivities afterward, not only joyous
occasions but also occasions for mutual

upbuilding and for fond memories.—1 Cor.
10:31.
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ENERALLY, people in North Ameri-
G ca and Europe view superstitions
current among some of the population as
absurd. They laugh at beliefs that handling
toads produces warts, that sleeping with
the moon shining on one’s face can cause
lunacy, and similar ideas. Yet many of
them are just as superstitious in different
ways. For example, fear of the “unlucky”
number thirteen prevents hotels from hav-
ing a thirteenth floor or such a room num-
ber. Moreover, many prominent persons,
even political leaders, consult astrologers
and fortune-tellers.

In Central and South America, Africa,
Asia and islands of the sea, “bush medi-
cine” and Voodoo are often taken very
seriously by much of the population.

The practitioners of bush medicine and
Voodoo attribute all or most sicknesses to
evil supernatural powers, to “witches” and
evil spirits. Therefore, they appeal to the
supernatural in their treatment of disease.
Sometimes they seem actually to effect a
cure by their incantations, rites and sacri-
flees of chickens, pigs and goats.

Consequently the question arises: May
those who become Christians properly look
to bush medicine or Voodoo for healing of
their afflictions?

The answer to this question would de-
pend on the source of such “healings” and
what the Bible says about them. The
whole issue revolves around whether the
person is giving exclusive devotion to the
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true God or not—whether he is dividing
that devotion with other “gods.” For the
God of the Bible says: “I Jehovah your
God am a God exacting exclusive devotion.”
—Deut. 5:9.

A person’s present life is not so impor-
tant that he should violate the principles
of righteousness and turn to other gods for
help. (Matt. 16:25) For example, a real
Christian would not commit murder or
adultery to save his own life. But do bush
medicine and Voodoo call upon the Chris-
tian to turn from his allegiance to God, to
share it with other gods?—Compare
Isaiah 42:8.

BUSH MEDICINE AND VOODOO RITES

It is true that bush medicine uses many
herbs that are known to have healing
effects. And, due to Western influence, some
“medicine men” have come to be, to an
extent, specialists in herbal medicines for
certain illnesses. But the VVoodoo and bush
medicine “healers” hold that the herbs
and potions they use are powerless in
themselves. Medicines, these men believe,
are effective only in connection with the
power of the nomma, that is, the life-
force that comes through the power of
the medicine man’s word, whether the
“medicine” is swallowed, rubbed in or
carried by a cord around the neck. There-
fore, all bush medicine dispensed through
such *“healers” is connected with magic,
with worship of the sorcerer’s gods, even
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though some of it may also have a specific,
natural effect on the disease.

The !'Kung Bushmen of Africa (the
exclamation point represents a “click”
sound) say that “medicine” was given by
God to Bushmen in the beginning, but
that men can transfer “medicine” from one
body to another. When, by means of
dancing, the “medicine” is brought to the
‘boiling point,” the vapors rise up through
the spinal column, and when the vapors
reach the brain, the dancer enters a trance.
One expressed the effect in this way:

“Bushman medicine is put into the body
through the backbone. It boils in my belly
and boils up to my head like beer. When
the women start singing and | start
dancing, at first | feel quite all right. Then
in the middle, the medicine begins to rise
from my stomach. After that I see all the
people like very small birds, the whole
place will be spinning around and that is
why we run around. . . . You feel your
blood become very hot just like blood
boiling on a fire and then you start healing
... then when I lay hands on a sick person,
the medicine in me will go into him and
cure him.”—Natural History magazine,
November 1967.

A variant of this rite is that of the
“Zionists” of South Africa, a religious
group originating from the work of mis-
sionaries of a sect in Zion, Illinois. During
the circle dancing, the dancers grasp the
afflicted parts of the body of persons to be
‘cured.” This “laying on of hands” is sup-
posed to impart “holy ghost” to heal them.

In Peru, the curandero or “healer” may
have a mesa or table divided into three
sections. The first is supposed to be gov-
emed by Satan. It contains artifacts
associated with black magic and evil
forces. The opposite section is called “the
field of divine justice,” and contains arti-
facts related to “white magic.” This zone
is said to be governed by Christ. The third
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(middle) section is of a neutral nature,
governed by Saint Cyprian (said to be a
powerful magician who was converted to
Christianity).

The curandero acts as consultant for his
clients on love, business or other matters.
For these he may use divining cards. But
for sickness or suspicion of possession by
the spirit of a witch, he may rub the
patient with a live guinea pig, then open
the pig’s stomach and perform entrail div-
ination. If witchcraft has caused the ail-
ment, it is expected that the guinea pig%s
spine will be found broken. If there is
organic disease, the corresponding organ
in the guinea pig is expected to be found
spotted or black.

TWO TYPICAL:- ACCOUNTS OF
“HEALING” SESSIONS

A researcher, writing in Natural History
(Nov. 1972), recounts attending a “heal-
ing” session in Peru, held at night. A man
had become sick and unable to walk. His
business was declining and his children
had become dropouts from work and from
school. The curandero’s diagnosis was that
a sorcerer had cast a spell and that this
was responsible for the family’ troubles.
During the ensuing *healing” ritual, a
daughter of the family began to cough and
sputter, regurgitating the brew of boiled
San Pedro cactus juice she had drunk (she
had also imbibed a mixture of cactus and
wild tobacco juice). She began to lean
crazily backward. Someone cried that a
monster was pulling the girl’s hair from
behind. At this, the curandero grabbed a
sword from the mesa and went into furious
battle as though with an invisible foe,
slashing fiercely and wildly. This, he said,
was to break the spell of the sorcerer. The
researcher reports that when he saw the
family later, the man’ health as well as
his family and business had improved.

Louis C. Whiton, another researcher,
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who has led six expeditions to Surinam to
make a study of the people known as the
Bush Negroes, reports an account of his
own experience with a prominent witch
doctor in Paramaribo. (Natural History
Aug.-Sept. 1971) “Many of the city’s more
educated people employed his talents even
though they attended Christian churches,”
he writes. Whiton was suffering a lameness
and severe pain in his hip and leg. Over
a period of eighteen months, specialists
and Whiton’s own physician had been un-
able to give relief. The following is a very
condensed summary of the “healing” rit-
ual.

The ceremony began at midnight. Clay
that had been blessed with ritual so as to
have the power to ward off evil was rubbed
over his body. Chanting and prayers to the
jungle gods followed. The patient’s "soul”
was then questioned about his past life. The
witch doctor prayed to the god Misah to
**protect this Child of the Earth, even though
he has sinned, so that no harm will come to
him.” The Voodoo altar was paraded around
Whiton’s head and the flags of the Indian
gods were waved over him. After about two
hours he was told that the gods had arrived.
He was told to lie on the ground, and the
**healer” lay in the opposite direction, the
tops of their heads touching. Then an ex-
tremely large and heavy mortar was set
on the witch doctor’s chest, while one of his
assistants stood on his stomach and another
on his thighs, pounding the mortar with
large wooden pestles. They believed that the
pounding would keep his heart beating reg-
ularly during the ordeal, in which the evil
spirit was supposed to leave the patient and
enter the witch doctor.

The witch doctor, now supposedly pos-
sessed by the evil spirit that had been in
the patient, became quarrelsome, speaking
in English, instead of his native Taki-Taki, in
angry and unfriendly terms. After this, the
evil spirit had to be transferred from him
to an altar of snake bones, and finally, to
the body of a chicken, which was held up
by its neck feathers in front of the patient.
If the evil spirit had been completely exor-
cised, the chicken was to die without the
witch doctor’s injuring it in any way. The
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chicken did not die, so the patient was told
that probably not all the evil was *pulled

chicken’s beak and spit into its mouth. He
complied, and at this, the bird flapped its
wings violently, went limp and died. Whiton
reports that after the passage of two years
since the rite there has been no recurrence
of the pain in his leg and hip.

BY WHOSE POWER?

It seems evident from these reports that
there is some kind of power in the bush
medicine and Voodoo rites. But whose
power? Is it the power of Jehovah God,
the Creator of heaven and earth, or of
some other “good spirits” ? Who are really
being called upon by those who seek heal-
ing by bush medicine or Voodoo? For an
answer, let us look in on one of the Voo-
doo sessions—not a healing ritual, but one
held periodically to appease their gods,
called loas. It demonstrates who really
gets into control of those who practice
Voodoo and bush medicine:

In an appeal to the loas to appear, the
worshipers begin to dance to the accompani-
ment of songs and drums. As the drums get
louder and louder, the tension increases. The
dancers fall into a trance, leap, and begin to
scream. Then the loas *appear,’” taking one
after another of the dancers into possession,
or, as they say, *mounting and riding* them.
The person becomes the **horse” of the 10a.
He then manifests the characteristics of that
particular 10a, of which there are many,
one governing fertility, another, ruler of the
seas, another, governor of agriculture, a
group that are gods of war, of death, and
a sex goddess, to name a few. The one
*ridden* embodies the 10a; he becomes that
10a, in effect. Then he may break forth with
crude and very obscene words and actions.
Often the person possessed by one of the
loas of fire will walk barefoot upon the
burning embers of a huge bonfire, holding
red hot tongs in his hand, and laughingly
walk slowly back down, without apparent
injury.

Note that Jesus Christ acknowledged
that demons actually exist, these wicked

spirit persons being under the direction
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of Satan the Devil, the enemy of God, a
fact that the Jews also accepted. (Luke
11:14-20) Most people from whom Jesus
expelled demons had an “incurable” phys-
ical or mental malady. Some were epileptic
or paralyzed. (Matt. 4:24; 17:14-16, 18;
Luke 9:38-43) Some were fierce, violent
and dangerous. (Matt. 8:28-32; Mark 5:
2-13) The demons had made some blind
and mute.—Matt. 12:22; Luke 11:14.

Jesus expelled demons from possessed
people, not by any ritual, and not by ap-
pealing to “the gods,” but in the name of
the true God, his Father, Jehovah. (John
10:25) He did not try to appease the spir-
its or employ ritual to get their help. He
“rebuked” the unclean spirit with author-
ity from God. On one occasion he healed
an epileptic boy afflicted by an unusually
strong demon that Jesus’ disciples could
not expel. But Jesus simply “rebuked it,
and the demon came out of him; and the
boy weis cured from that hour.”—Matt.
17:14-18; Luke 9:42.

Whom, then, is a person serving who
calls on “the gods” to exorcise evil spirits,
or who divines by cards or entrails, ob-
serves omens and offers sacrifices?

Jehovah God revealed his attitude to-
ward all forms of divination, magic, as-
trology and occult practices when he said
to the nation of Israel as they were about
to enter the land of Canaan:

“When you are entered into the land that
Jehovah your God is giving you, you must
not learn to do according to the detestable
things of those nations. There should not
be found in you anyone who makes his son
or his daughter pass through the fire, anyone
who employs divination, a practicer of magic
or anyone who looks for omens or a sorcer-
er, or one who binds others with a spell
or anyone who consults a spirit medium or
a professional foreteller of events or anyone
who inquires of the dead. . . . For these na-
tions whom you are dispossessing used to
listen to those practicing magic and to those
who divine: but as for you, Jehovah your
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God has not given you anything like this.”
—Deut. 18:914",

The apostle Paul warned Christians of
the danger of dividing their devotion by
looking to gods other than Jehovah: “You
cannot be drinking the cup of Jehovah and
the cup of demons; you cannot be partak-
ing of ,the table of Jehovah’ and the table
of demons. Or ,are we inciting Jehovah to
jealousy’? We are not stronger than he is,
are we?1—" Cor. 10:21, 22.

TRUE CHRISTIANS GIVE GOD
EXCLUSIVE DEVOTION

Does the true Christian view mean that
the Christian is forbidden by the Bible to
seek a cure from herbalists, medical doc-
tors, chiropractors, and so forth? No. But
true Christians will avoid Voodoo, bush
medicine, witch doctors and all forms of
spiritism, including those viewed by prac-
titioners as “good spirits.” (Rev. 21:8)
There is no doubt curative value in some
herbs and other remedies. But Christians
realize that no cure is to be sought from
witch doctors, medicine men, curanderos
or any other practitioner who uses any
form of spiritistic practice, charm, am-
ulet or ritual, whether that doctor in-
eludes herbs or any form of medicine along
with it or not.

Some may feel that they have received
a cure, or a partial cure, for some ailment
from bush medicine. However, those who
have formerly practiced bush medicine
acknowledge that the only “cures” the
spiritistic healers generally claim to per-
form are those that involve affliction by
the spirits, the demons. Some, it is true,
use herbs that have curative powers, along
with their magic. But they attribute any
benefits to their spiritistic ability, and not
to the herbs. Thus they deceive the patient
into believing it was really the magic, not
the herbs themselves, that brought some
relief. Persons going to such healers come
under the influence of the spirits, the
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wicked demons, because they have ap-
pealed, through the witch doctor, to the
demons, and have accepted what the de-
mons offered.—Rom. 6:16; 1 Cor. 10:20,
21.

Many persons in Africa, Asia, South
America and other parts of the earth
where bush medicine, Voodoo, juju and
other magic are practiced are being lib-
erated from their superstitions and fears
of witches and Voodoo gods by learning
the truth of the Bible. As Jesus said: “You
will know the truth, and the truth will
set you free.” (John 8:32) This freedom
from fear of the demons gives them a
wholesome outlook on life and contributes
much toward their physical and mental
health. They see, on the other hand, what
degradation the practice of bush medicine,
with its appeal to spirits, actually to wick-
ed demons, has brought to the people.
They realize that only through Christ’s
ransom sacrifice can man receive real,
lasting recovery from his imperfection
and sicknesses. They also learn that the
application of such ransom benefits will
come during the thousand-year Messianic
rule, now near at hand.

As an example of this clean break and
the determination to give exclusive devo-
tion to the Creator, one of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses in Africa was asked to type out
some instructions provided by a witch
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doctor to tell his client how to use a
special medicine he had prepared. The
Witness refused to become a party to the
treatment, saying to the “medicine man”
that he had abandoned the use of such
potions himself and did not want the
responsibility before God to encourage
someone else to use them. Such course
shows true faith and obedience, assuring
God’s blessing.

So the clear-cut answer to the question,
‘Should Christians seek bush medicine’s
cures?’ is an unequivocal “No.” Christians
will realize that they cannot hold onto
true Christianity and at the same time
include as a sort of “interfaith” an appeal
to any other god, even if they feel some
healing of physical afflictions might come
from that source. Jesus Christ, God’ Son,
said: “Whoever wants to preserve his own
life will lose it, and whoever loses his life
for me will find it.” Also: “No one can
slave for two masters.”—Matt. 16:25, AT;
6:24.

True Christians know that God’s approv-
al is to be sought above all other things.
They avoid attempts to get healing or
anything else in a way that is lawless in
God’s eyes, and that would divide their
devotion. They trust in his promised new
order, for there they can enjoy a healing
that will last, not for just a few years,
but forever.

BIBLE TRUTH BRINGS FREEDOM

A missionary serving in West Africa re-
lates: “I called on a woman who, though for-
merly opposed to our work, had now agreed
to study the Bible. But the study was not held
regularly and so | wondered if it would con-
tinue. However, when we considered the sub-
ject of spiritism, | saw that she was taking
the study seriously. That week she threw out
all objects related to spiritism except one.

“At our next study she brought this object
to me, asking if it would be all right for her
to look inside before destroying it. The item
had been given to her by a ‘medicine man’ to

ensure pregnancy, as she had wanted to have
a baby but could not. In the middle of a large
tray covered with sand sat a little upside down
clay pot. Gingerly she upended the pot. Seeing
nothing, she dug around the tray with a pair
of scissors—again nothing! She was furious
at having been fooled by the ‘medicine man.'
Rising immediately, she heaved the whole
thing out the window.”

Yes, the ‘truth sets one free’ from false
belief as this woman, now a baptized Witness,
can well testify.—John 8:32.



Footnotes That Magnify Jehovah God

AVE you ever paid attention to the foot-

notes in fine print that appear at the bot-

tom of the page of some Bible translations?
Or have you usually been in too much of a
hurry? If you have passed over them you have
been missing items that are not only interesting
but also faith strengthening. While not all
footnotes are of the same value, many of those
found in the large-print edition of the New
World Translation (NW) do help us better to
appreciate Jehovah God.

For example, this edition has a footnote at
Genesis 5:22 that shows why this translation
renders ha Elohim as “the true God.” This
rendering is based on the authority of the noted
Hebrew scholar Gesenius, who shows that the
definite article “ha” is used *when terms
applying to whole classes are restricted (simply
by usage) to particular individuals,” and then
other examples are cited in the Greek, such as
ho theos, which, as he says, literally means
“the one true God.” One looks in vain in other
translations for this distinction between Elohim
and ha Elohim.

Another example of how this edition (NW)
helps us better to appreciate Jehovah is by its
expression “Sovereign Lord Jehovah.” Even
those versions that render the Tetragramma-
ton as “Jehovah” or “Yahweh” read only
**Lord Jehovah” or **Lord Yahweh.” Why does
the New World Translation add **Sovereign”?
Because, as shown in the footnote on Genesis
15:2, the term Adonay, usually rendered “Lord”
in such instances, is in the plural of excellence,
literally *Lords Jehovah.” Since the plural is
that of excellence rather than of number, the
New World Translation adds “Sovereign” to
show that this Lord is no ordinary Lord. Truly
Jehovah is not ordinary, but is a very special
Lord, the Sovereign Lord.

A similar explanation is given in the foot-
note on Ecclesiastes 12:1, for the expression
“Grand Creator.” There we are told that “the
Hebrew participle of the verb *create” is here
in the plural number of grandeur or excel-
lence.” The title “Creator” in the singular would
not do justice to the original, and so, most
fittingly, the expression “Grand Creator” is
used. Again, it is hard to find other translations
that take cognizance of this fact, an exception
being Young’s, which, however, reads: “Remem-
ber also thy Creators in days of thy youth.”
Does that mean that there is more than one
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Creator? Hie Soncino Bible footnote on this
text explains: “If the noun is construed as
plural, it is the *plural of majesty.” *This desig-
nation of God was chosen as laying stress on
Him as the ultimate cause and designer of our
bodily frame.™"

Enlightening also is the footnote appearing
at Deuteronomy 18:5, NW. It tells of a frag-
ment of the Greek Septuagint Version contain-
ing this verse, which fragment goes back to
the second century B.C.E. In it *a Greek ren-
dering of *Jehovah your God" does not occur
. . . but the Hebrew tetragrammaton (nin,
YHWH) for God’s name is written in. This,
besides occurrences in other fragments of this
papyrus collection, indicates that Jehovah’s
name did appear in the form of the Hebrew
tetragrammaton in the book of Deuteronomy
of the Greek Septuagint, if not in all its Pen-
tateuch.” This is of great interest, for it indi-
cates that Septuagint copies used in Jesus” day
likely contained the Hebrew tetragrammaton.

Then again, at Exodus 23:28 many transla-
tions read that God would send **homets*" or
**the hornet™ ahead of the lIsraelites to drive
out the Canaanites before them. (See Autho-
rized Version, American Standard Version, The
Jerusalem Bible, The New American Bible, Re-
vised Standard Version.) This rendering might
be said to reflect upon God’s truthfulness, for
the Scriptures contain no reference to his
actually sending hornets ahead of the Israelites.
However, the footnote of the 1971 New World
Translation quotes the German Bible scholar
Ludwig Koehler to show that the Hebrew word
here corresponds with the Arabic word mean-
ing **dejectedness; discouragement; abasement."
Accordingly, the New World Translation reads
that Jehovah would **send the feeling of de-
jection ahead of you.” This indeed was the case,
for Rahab the harlot of Jericho told the two
Israelite spies that “*the fright of you has
fallen upon us, and ... all the inhabitants of
the land have become disheartened because of
you.” (Josh. 2:911") The New English Bible, at
Exodus 23:28, in agreement with the New
World Translation, says that God would **spread
panic before you."

Yes, the footnotes of the 1971 edition of the
New World Translation do contribute to a better
appreciation of Jehovah as the one true God,
the Sovereign Lord and the Grand Creator
who fulfills his promises.
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¢ Do Paul’s words at 1 Corinthians 6:1-7 mean
that under no circumstances should a Christian
take to court a case involving a fellow be-
liever?—U.S.A.

The apostle Paul’s inspired admonition is:
”Does anyone of you that has a case against
the other dare to go to court before unrighteous
men, and not before the holy ones? Or do
you not know that the holy ones will judge the
world? And if the world is to be judged by
you, are you unfit to try very trivial mat-
ters? Do you not know that we shall judge
angels? Why, then, not matters of this life?
If, then, you do have matters of this life to
be tried, is it the men looked down upon in
the congregation that you put in as judges?
I am speaking to move you to shame. Is it
true that there is not one wise man among
you that will be able to judge between his
brothers, but brother goes to court with broth-
er, and that before unbelievers? Really, then,
it means altogether a defeat for you that you
are having lawsuits with one another. Why do
you not rather let yourselves be wronged? Why
do you not rather let yourselves be defrauded?”
—1 Cor. 6:1-7.

Here Paul was showing the Corinthian Chris-
tians the inconsistency of taking disputes be-
tween Christians before secular tribunals. The
judges would be men who were not governed
by the lofty principles of God’ law and whose
consciences were not trained through a study
of his Word. As many of the judges at that
time were corrupt and accepted bribes, Chris-
tians had little reason to believe that their
judgment would be just. Paul referred to them
as “unrighteous men.” Were Christians to take
their disputes before such men, they would be
Hutting in as judges’ men whom the congre-
gation looked down upon as lacking integrity.

Then, too, in taking matters before unbe-
lievers for judgment, they would, in effect, be
saying that no one in the congregation had the
wisdom to judge “matters of this life” among
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Christians. This was wholly inconsistent with
the fact that spirit-anointed Christians as heav-
enly associate rulers of the Lord Jesus Christ
would be judging, not only men, but also angels.
And by dragging fellow believers before pagan
judges, they would bring great reproach upon
God’s name. As outsiders would be led to be’
lieve that Christians were no different from
other people in being unable to settle differ-
ences, the interests of true worship would be
injured. It would have been far better for
individual Christians to take personal loss rath-
er than to injure the entire congregation by
bringing their disputes to public notice.

In view of the foregoing, would dedicated
Christians today go before secular courts if
that were to injure the advancement of true
worship or misrepresent it in the eyes of out-
siders? No. Of course, as all other people, true
Christians are still imperfect humans. They
make mistakes, and problems arise in connec-
tion with business matters and the like. But
differences of this nature ought to be settled
within the congregation, for God’s Word pro-
vides the needed guidelines and there are men
in the congregation who are well grounded in
the Bible.

However, if a Christian refuses to correct
a serious wrong when it is made clear to him
by elders serving in judicial capacity in the
congregation, such a one would be expelled.
This is in line with Jesuslwords: 4if he does
not listen even to the congregation, let him
be to you just as a man of the nations and as
a tax collector.” (Matt. 18:17) Thus, for ex-
ample, one who defrauded his Christian broth-
er or who failed to provide materially for his
wife and children would find himself outside the
congregation if he did not repent.—1 Tim. 5:8.

The injured party could thereafter decide
whether legal action should be taken in an
attempt to force the guilty one, now disfellow-
shiped, to rectify matters. Of course, the injured
party would want to take into consideration
whether it would be worth the time and ex-
pense as well as whether the congregation
could still come into disrepute by bringing to
public attention the actions of one of its former
members. If the wronged Christian conscien-
tiously felt that God’s name would not be re-
proached and legal action was definitely need-
ed, he would not necessarily be acting contrary
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to the spirit of Paul’s counsel if he were to
take to court one who was no longer a part
of the Christian congregation. Jehovah God
has permitted secular authority to serve as his
instrument in bringing lawbreakers to justice,
and in this case the one wronged would be
availing himself of legal help after exhausting
the intracongregational means to have the
wrong corrected.—Rom. 13:3, 4.

There may even be times when Christian
brothers conscientiously feel that they could go
to court with fellow believers. This might be
to obtain compensation from an insurance com-
pany. In some countries the law may specify
that certain matters have to be handled in a
court, such as wills that may have to be pro-
bated by courts. But this does not create ad-
verse publicity or bring reproach upon the
congregation. In handling such legal matters
that would not affect the congregation adverse-
ly, Christians can be governed by what they
consider to be best under the circumstances.
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However, if any member of the Christian
congregation, without regard for the effect of
his action on the good name of the congrega-
tion, ignores the counsel from God’s Word on
this matter, such one would not be “free from
accusation” as a Christian. He would not be
one who has “a fine testimony from people on
the outside” of the congregation. (Titus 1:6;
1 Tim. 3:7) He surely would not be an example
for others to imitate, so this would affect the
privileges that he might have in the congre-
gation.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
December 16: Sowing Seeds of Good News in
a War-plagued World. Page 680. Songs to
Be Used: 74, 62.
December 23: Telling of the Good News Bear-
ing Fruit World Wide. Page 686. Songs to
Be Used: 10, 105.



