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THE PURPOSE OF "THE W ATCHTOW ER”
Every watchtower has its purpose. It serves as an elevated place for a 

wide-awake person with sharp vision. It enables him to see far ahead into 
the distance and tell those below for whom he is a watchman what is 
drawing near, whether it is a danger against which to prepare or it is 
something good over which to be glad with strong faith and hope.

Because of having the name "The Watchtower״ this magazine justly 
has to render a similar useful service to the people of all nations. This is 
an international magazine and makes no racial distinctions, for we are all 
facing a common world danger; we are all hoping for a common good.

Ever since "The Watchtower” began to be published in July of 1679 it 
has looked ahead into the future, always striving to aid its readers to ad- 
vance in knowledge and to gain a clearer picture of the glorious new order 
of things that is in store for righteous mankind. No, "The Watchtower” 
is no inspired prophet, but it follows and explains a Book of prophecy the 
predictions in which have proved to be unerring and unfailing till now. 
"The W atchtower” is therefore under safe guidance. It may be read with 
confidence, for its statements may be checked against that prophetic Book.

Among the many nations of today there are hundreds of differing 
religions. Which one does this magazine present? Not the confused relidions 
of Christendom, but the religion of the oldest sacred Book on earth. Which 
Book? The Sacred Bible of the Holy Scriptures, written by inspiration in 
the name of the Creator of heaven and earth, the only living ana true God.

The sacred, nonpolitical purpose of "The W atchtower” is accordingly 
to encourage and promote study of the Holy Bible and to give our many 
readers the needed unsectarian help to understand that Book of true 
religion and infallible prophecy. Thus this magazine will be helping them 
to prove worthy of perfect life and happiness in God’s promised new order 
under His everlasting kingdom of righteousness.
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cause of the changes in their church.
Are you also disturbed because beliefs 

you have long cherished are being cast 
aside by your church? Do you find it dis- 
turbing that more and more clergymen 
speak approvingly of premarital sex re- 
lations, of adultery and of homosexuality?

Many who have been disturbed by what 
they have seen in their churches have 
simply left them. A considerable number 
of these people still believe in God. To 
them there is overwhelming evidence that 
he exists. But they do not feel that the 
churches of Christendom are properly rep- 
resenting God. Still others continue sup- 
porting their church even though they 
may not be in full harmony with it.

In view of this, it might be asked, Does 
God approve of the doctrines and prac- 
tices of these churches?

Many sincere persons, after making a 
careful investigation of the available evi- 
dence, have come to the conclusion that 
the Bible is a sound basis for judging re- 
ligion.—2 Tim. 3:16, 17.

We invite you to undertake a compari- 
son of what the Bible contains with what 
is being taught in the churches of Chris- 
tendom. Many who have done this have 
been amazed to find that the very things 
that offended them in the churches of 
Christendom were not taught in the Holy 
Scriptures. What they learned from a se- 
rious consideration of God’s Word en- 
abled them to identify the true religion.

Ga/e you 6e sum

M I R  M U
_____14/light?

✓ Π־׳  ELIGION has had a tremendous 
X יי \ .  impact on people’s lives, often in- 
fluencing their conduct and their entire 
outlook on life. Truly, then, there is good 
reason to be sure about one’s religion.

Today, however, a growing number of 
people are having doubts about what their 
church is doing. In fact, some voice open 
disagreement. The editor of The Ameri- 
can Church News,for example, decried 
the fact that the Episcopal Church, for 
claimed financial reasons, is unable to ful- 
fill “the one and only task with which 
Jesus charged His Church”—evangelism. 
He listed a number of projects that were 
being financed by his denomination and 
then added, “but there is no money for 
evangelism.. . .  We do not put first things 
first. We leave them out altogether.”

Others, while perhaps not expressing 
such open disagreement, are, nevertheless, 
very confused by what is being done in 
their church. A Jesuit weekly declared 
that many Catholics today “flounder” be­
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fore and kissing images, claiming that 
such acts are merely relative worship?

GOD’S SON, JESUS CHRIST
Besides teaching the truth about God, 

the right religion should also be pointing 
out the proper manner in which to ap- 
proach God in worship. Concerning this, 
Jesus Christ stated: “I am the way and 
the truth and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me.” (John 14: 
6) Accordingly, the right religion must 
be teaching the truth about Jesus Christ.

Surely no one was better qualified to ex- 
plain his position to others than Jesus 
himself. To his disciples, he said: “If you 
loved me, you would rejoice that I  am 
going my way to the Fattier, because the 
Father is greater than I am.” (John 14: 
28) After his resurrection from the dead, 
he told Mary Magdalene: “Stop clinging 
to me. For I have not yet ascended to the 
Father. But be on your way to my broth- 
ers and say to them, Ί  am ascending to 
my Father and your Father and to my 
God and your God.׳ ’*■—John 20:17.

Do these statements agree with the re- 
ligious teaching that Jesus and God are 
equal? Do they not rather show that Je- 
sus recognized his Father as his God?

Yet someone might object, Are there 
not scriptures that speak of Jesus as being 
equal with God?

One passage that is pointed to in proof 
of this is John 14:8, 9. According to the

THAT which is right must be in full 
harmony with a standard of truth. 

Most people who belong to a church of 
Christendom believe that their religion 
agrees with the Bible. This being the case, 
we can reasonably use the Bible as a 
basis for identifying the right religion. 
—John 17:17.

Why not get your copy of the Bible and 
consider some of the basic truths it con- 
tains. While the renderings of your trans- 
lation may differ in wording, you will find 
that the meaning conveyed is the same as 
in the Bible translations quoted in this 
article.

THE TRUE GOD
The focal point of religion is the One 

to whom worship should be directed—God. 
What have you been taught about God? 
Has his name been brought to your at- 
tention? Have you been taught his view 
of images? Note what the Bible says at 
Psalm 83:18: “You, whose name is Jeho- 
vah, you alone are the Most High over 
all the earth.” And Isaiah 42:8 reads: 
“I am Jehovah. That is my name; and to 
no one else shall I  give my own glory, nei- 
ther my praise to graven images.”

So, then, could religions that minimize 
the importance of using God’s name be 
right? Could the One who does not share 
his glory or praise with graven images 
approve religions that uphold bowing be­
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389
ernment, the heavenly government of God 
in the hands of Jesus Christ.

This gives real force to the petition of 
Jesus’ model prayer: ' ,Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heav- 
en.” (Matt. 6:10, RS) This is a request 
for God’s kingdom to come against its 
enemies, removing them and ushering in 
a time when God’s will will be done on 
“earth as it is in heaven.” What will that 
mean for the earth? With God’s kingdom 
in full control of earth’s affairs, no hu- 
man, no, not even an animal will “do any 
harm or cause any ruin.” (Isa. 11:9) Also, 
“ [God] will wipe out every tear from 
their eyes, and death will be no more, 
neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain 
be anymore. The former things have 
passed away.” (Rev. 21:4) What a glori- 
ous prospect this is! No more doctors, 
no more drug stores, no more medicines, 
no more hospitals or mental institutions, 
no more undertakers, no more funerals, no 
more graves! Yes, and no more crime, 
no more policemen, no more prisons! Is 
that not “good news”? If you are a church 
member, is this the glorious hope to which 
your church is directing people’s atten- 
tion?

THE BIGHT RELIGION'S PRINCIPLES 
OF CONDUCT

Adherence to the right religion is not 
only a matter of understanding and be- 
lieving certain basic truths, but also a mat- 
ter of acting on those beliefs and proving 
one’s faith by work. Should we not expect 
the right religion to make people better 
husbands, better fathers, better wives, bet- 
ter mothers, better children and better 
neighbors? Do you find that to be the case 
with church members you know? Do you 
feel confident that you will be dealt with 
honestly when you do business with a
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rendering of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion, this text states: “Philip said to him, 
‘Lord, show us the Father, and we shall 
be satisfied.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have I 
been with you so long, and yet you do not 
know me, Philip? He who has seen me 
has seen the Father.’ ”

What did Jesus mean when he said this? 
The Bible itself explains. Earlier, Jesus 
had said: “I do nothing on my own au- 
thority but speak thus as the Father 
taught me. . . .  I always do what is pleas- 
ing to him.” (John 8:28, 29, RS) So, Je- 
sus faithfully represented his Father, 
speaking his Father’s words and doing his 
works. Yes, since Jesus reflected the per- 
sonality of his Father perfectly, the dis- 
ciples really came to know the Father 
through him.

THE KINGDOM OF GOD
Another basic teaching of the Bible re- 

lates to the kingdom of God. Jesus Christ 
and his apostles made this a prominent 
part of their message, and Jesus fore- 
told that “this good news of the kingdom 
will be preached in all the inhabited 
earth.” (Matt. 24:14) When was the last 
time you heard a minister of Christendom 
point to this kingdom as the remedy for 
the present world distress?

Many may find this question unusual. 
They believe that the Kingdom is a con- 
dition in one’s heart. Is this what you 
have heard? Compare this with what the 
Bible says a t Daniel 2:44: “In the days 
of those kings the God of heaven will set 
up a kingdom which shall never be de- 
stroyed, nor shall its sovereignty be left to 
another people. It shall break in pieces all 
these kingdoms and bring them to an end, 
and it shall stand for ever.” (RS) What 
is this kingdom that will break in pieces 
all other kingdoms? Obviously it is a gov-
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against practicers of sin? Should not the 
right religion be zealous for aiding people 
to conform to God’s lofty requirements 
rather than to adopt the thinking of those 
who have no regard for his Word?

Of course, true worship is not just a 
matter of refraining from doing what is 
wrong. It also involves doing positive good. 
In particular are Christians commanded 
to cultivate the fruitage of God’s holy 
spirit—“love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
kindness, goodness, faith, mildness, self- 
control.” (Gal. 5:22, 23) Of these quali- 
ties, the greatest is love, an unselfish, 
self-sacrificing concern for the welfare of 
others. (1 Cor. 13:13) This kind of love 
is the identifying mark of those who prac- 
tice the right religion. Said Jesus Christ 
to his disciples: “I am giving you a new 
commandment, that you love one another; 
just as I have loved you, that you also 
love one another. By this all will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love 
among yourselves.”—John 13:34, 35.

Is this the kind of love you see being 
manifested among those whom you know 
to be members of a church of Christen- 
dom? Do they keep free from the con- 
flicts of the world and thus refrain from 
doing harm to fellow humans of another 
race or nationality? Are they willing to 
sacrifice of their time and energies to help 
others to gain an accurate knowledge of 
God’s purposes?

The right religion must not only be 
teaching the truth as found in the Bible, 
but those adhering to it must be living in 
harmony with i t  Today there is a group 
of Christians scattered throughout the 
earth who are indeed practicing true wor- 
ship. For you to hear the expressions of 
those who are now associating with this 
group because of having positively identi- 
fied the true religion on the basis of God’s 
Word, we encourage you to read the next 
article.
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church member? Does the fact that he 
goes to church regularly give you reason 
to believe that he will not lie to you nor 
try  to cheat you?

If he truly is one who adheres to the 
Bible, you should be able to have this con- 
fidence. God’s Word declares: “Now that 
you have put away falsehood, speak truth 
each one of you with his neighbor.” (Eph. 
4:25) “Surely you know that the wicked 
will not receive God’s Kingdom. Do not 
fool yourselves; people who are immoral, 
or worship idols, or are adulterers, or 
homosexual perverts, or who rob, or are 
greedy, or are drunkards, or who slander 
others, or are thieves—none of these will 
receive God’s Kingdom.”—1 Cor. 6:9, 10, 
Today’s English Version, Third Edition.

Of course, some may feel that the 
church to which they belong is trying to 
help people to live a good life but that 
many are just not responding properly. 
Yet what is done in the case of those who 
practice what the Bible condemns and 
have no desire to change? What if a min- 
ister openly condones sexual immorality? 
Consider what the Bible says should be 
done: “In the letter that I wrote you I 
told you not to associate with immoral 
people. What I meant was that you should 
not associate with a man who calls him- 
self a brother but is immoral, or greedy, 
or worships idols, or is a slanderer, or a 
drunkard, or a thief. Don’t  even sit down 
to eat with such a person. After all, it 
is none of my business to judge outsiders. 
God will judge them. But should you not 
judge the members of your own fellow- 
ship? As the scripture says, ‘Take the evil 
man out of your group.’ ”—1 Cor. 5:9, 
11-13, TEV.

Do the churches with which you are ac- 
quainted expel lawless persons from their 
midst? In view of the clear Scriptural ad- 
monition, do you think God could ap- 
prove of religions that fail to take action
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that God knew what he was doing for 
both ‘died in God’s grace,’ she became 
confused.

“A Witness called on me,” she tells, “and 
gave me real comfort from the Bible. But 
I wanted to show her that the Catholic 
Church was right and she was wrong, and 
so many times I called the priest on the 
telephone to ask about what I had been 
taught in the Catholic Church. Each time 
the result was that I  felt that for years 
I had been deceived. As I continued to 
study with the Witnesses I learned the 
meaning of John 8:32: ‘You will know the 
truth, and the truth will set you free.’ For 
the first time I was truly happy. Soon I 
made my dedication to Jehovah and was 
baptized.”
( /  Another sincere searcher for true 
Christianity was a Baptist living in De- 
troit, Michigan, who tells: “By the time 
I was twenty years old I  was a pianist for 
church choirs and I  was disillusioned when 
I saw that those who committed immoral 
acts never lost their positions. I  felt that if 
God was going to accept these people I 
didn’t want him or his Bible. Still I played 
for whatever church paid me well. Af- 
ter some twenty years I  began to think 
seriously about the wonders of creation. 
Noting my desire to understand the Bible, 
my sister persuaded me to study with the 
Witnesses. What I began to learn was just 
the opposite of what I had been taught as 
a child. There was the opportunity to live 
forever on earth in Paradise! The wicked 
would not burn forever. Jehovah was not 
condoning wickedness. He has appointed 
a time to clean up the earth!

“Now I could no longer play for church- 
es. Although my church salary had helped 
to give my children a comfortable living, 
I quickly gave this up and took a job in 
a restaurant until a more favorable op- 
portunity presented itself. I progressed to 
the point of dedication and symbolized it 
by baptism.”

Seated
/M7tue fieliafon

REWARDED

EACH year many thousands of sincere 
searchers for the true religion are re- 

warded by what they find. Among such 
are the following:
( /  A young couple in Massachusetts had 
become greatly distressed by what they 
heard their Methodist preacher say. He 
openly approved of such practices as pre- 
marital sex and homosexuality. He also 
expounded a modem philosophy that be- 
littled the Bible. So they stopped going to 
his church. But they still felt the need to 
worship God. What were they to do?

A Witness friend of theirs spoke to 
them about Jehovah God and his righ- 
teous principles as contained in his Word, 
the Bible. Before long they were regularly 
attending the congregation meetings of Je- 
hovah’s witnesses and telling their friends 
and relatives about how they found the 
true religion. Soon five of their relatives 
were also studying the Bible with the 
Christian witnesses of Jehovah. This cou- 
pie is so happy to be associated with peo- 
pie whose doctrines and practices they 
have found to square up with the Bible. 
<ן  Then there was a devout Catholic 
who lived in Maryland. Her priest once 
told her that the reason her young brother 
had been suddenly killed was because her 
father had not been going to church for 
twenty years. This caused her father to 
repent and again attend church. But when, 
after nine months, the father suddenly 
died, and the priest said that this showed
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had a somewhat similar experience: “My 
search for the truth began when I began 
to see so many controversies within the 
Church, such as regarding birth control. 
I heard of changes taking place, but for 
a long time I would not believe it as I  did 
not see them in my own church. But when 
I attended other parish services I  saw, to 
my surprise, many changes. I t  bothered 
me so much that I lost my faith in the 
Church. Among those that shattered my 
security in it were those regarding the 
liturgy, prayer and ceremonies. The day 
before Easter of 1969 I quit the Catholic 
Church. A few months later I  attended the 
‘Peace on Earth’ International Assembly 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses with my family.

“I was asked if I would like to study 
the Bible and I agreed. At first I was slow 
to progress and accept the truth. But prog- 
ress came as I prepared for the congre- 
gational meetings as well as for my own 
Bible study. The Witness I was studying 
with always had the answers or was able 
to find them. One day after studying the 
chapter ‘Popular Customs That Displease 
God,’ in the Bible study aid Truth 
That Leads to Eternal Life, I threw away 
all my rosaries and images. That was the 
turning point in my accepting the truth 
of the Bible. I  sent in my resignation to 
the Catholic Church and was baptized as 
a Witness.”

If you have not as yet attended a meet- 
ing of Jehovah’s witnesses a t one of their 
Kingdom Halls, why not do so this week? 
You, too, may well be as favorably im- 
pressed with what you see and hear. And 
if you want to understand the Bible, why 
not ask one of Jehovah’s witnesses to 
study the Bible with you as hundreds of 
thousands of others have done? If it is 
understanding of God’s Word for which 
you pray, along with a way of life that is 
in harmony with that Word, you will find 
the answer to your prayer.

392
And then there was a devout Roman 

Catholic living in an Illinois monastery. 
While there he was given books to read 
about the lives of “saints.” But, instead of 
inspiring him to become a saint, these 
books discouraged him and so he quit the 
monastery. Not long thereafter he got 
married. Then one day at his church the 
senior priest distributed a questionnaire 
that itemized proposed changes and asked 
the parishioners to check what changes 
they favored. He and his wife checked off 
a few and then added at the bottom of the 
list, “Bible study courses.” Shortly there- 
after they approached their senior priest 
and asked him personally about organiz- 
ing a Bible study class at their church, 
but he replied: “I don’t  think there are 
enough people in the parish interested to 
form a group.” So they tried studying the 
Bible by themselves.

After they started studying the Bible 
with Jehovah’s witnesses they asked to 
have their names removed from the 
church roll. Then one day when a young 
priest chanced to meet them and asked 
them why they were no longer coming to 
church, they told him about their Bible 
study with the Witnesses. He asked if he 
could attend and was told he could. At the 
beginning he said he believed in the Bible, 
but it soon became apparent that he did 
not. During the study he took exception 
to the point about Christians needing to 
keep separate from the world, and ex- 
pressed disbelief in the existence of a per- 
sonal Devil. In regard to the resurrection 
of Lazarus, the priest insisted that Laza- 
rus had not actually died. All such re- 
marks by the priest only caused the cou- 
pie to be more convinced that they had 
found the true religion among Jehovah’s 
witnesses. Soon they were attending all 
the meetings of the Witnesses.

A Catholic living in Portland, Oregon,
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W HAT a thrill it is to hear beauti- 
ful music and song! Especially is 

this so when the praises of Jehovah God 
are being sung. As Israelites of old cele- 
brated festivals a t Jehovah's sanctuary, 
they heard singers and musicians of the 
tribe of Levi. (1 Chron. 6:16, 31, 32) The 
words to many of the songs they sang 
have been preserved to this day in the 
Bible book of Psalms. How moving were 
those songs of praise to the Most High!

2 Those artisans of music and song were 
well organized. (1 Chron. chapter 25) 
That is, they were each assigned duties 
with a view to unifying their efforts, put- 
ting them in readiness for cooperative ac- 
tion. An organization is a group of per- 
sons united for some purpose. Orderly, 
harmonious organization—like that of 
those Levites—befits Jehovah, for “God 
is a God, not of disorder, but of peace." 
(1 Cor. 14:33) Those who listened did so 
with gratitude as the Levites extolled Je-
1, 2. (a) What does it mean to be organized, as illus- 
trated by ancient temple musicians? (b) Why does 
orderly, harmonious organization befit Jehovah?

"I will laud yo u , 0  Jehovah, with all my heart; 
I will declare all your wonderful works. I will 
rejoice and exult in yo u , I will make melody 
to your name, 0  M ost H ig h ."-P s . 9 :1, 2 .

hovah in song, because they were hearing 
music used for its highest purpose.

3As those Levites were organized to 
praise God, so others have been organized 
to praise him too. If you could peer into 
the spirit realm, you would behold a mar- 
velous organization—holy angels by the 
millions. (Dim. 7:9, 10; Rev. 5:11, 12) 
What purpose do they serve? Under di- 
vine inspiration David exclaimed: “Bless 
Jehovah, O you angels of his, mighty in 
power, carrying out his word, by listening 
to the voice of his word. Bless Jehovah, 
all you armies of his, you ministers of his, 
doing his will.” (Ps. 103:20, 21) For the 
holy angels to carry out Jehovah's word 
and do his will, they certainly must be
3. The organization of holy angels serves what purpose?
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tion. Some religious groups then expected 
that the bodily coming of Jesus Christ was 
imminent. But our interest centers on Al- 
legheny, Pennsylvania. Bom there in 1852 
was Charles Taze Russell, son of Joseph 
L. and Eliza Bimey Russell. Even in child- 
hood Charles displayed keen interest in 
God. Though raised a Presbyterian, he 
later joined the Congregational Church.

B ut young R ussell w as 
greatly troubled by the doc- 
trines of predestination 
and eternal torment. By the 
age of seventeen he was a 
skeptic. Then something 
significant happened. Of 
this, Russell later wrote:

Seemingly by accident, one 
evening I dropped into a 

dusty, dingy hall in Alle- 
gheny, Pa., where I had 
heard that religious ser- 
vices were held, to see if 
the handful who met 
there had anything more 
sensible to offer than the 
c r e e d s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  
churches .  T here, for  
the first time, I heard 
s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h e  
views of Second Advent- 

ism, by Jonas  Wendel l .  . .
Though his Scripture exposition was not 

entirely clear, . . .  it was sufficient, under 
God, to reestablish my wavering faith in the 
Divine inspiration of the Bible, and to show 
that the records of the Apostles and the 
Prophets are indissolubly linked.
*Shortly thereafter Russell and a few 

others began meeting weekly for prayer- 
ful, systematic Bible study. The spiritual 
light they received from God intensified, 
for “the path of the righteous ones is 
like the bright light that is getting lighter 
and lighter until the day is firmly estab- 
fished.״ (Prov. 4:18) For instance, they 
recognized that Jesus would return as a
6. Did Russell and those meeting with him for Bible 
study receive spiritual light from God?
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well organized.—Isa. 6:1-6; compare He- 
brews 12:22.

‘OUT OF DARKNESS INTO GOD’S 
WONDERFUL LIGHT׳

*In the first century of our Common 
Era, God called honest-hearted persons 
“out of darkness into his wonderful light.” 
They became part of the Christian con- 
gregation, which was also or- 
ganized to praise God and ‘de- 
clare abroad his excellencies.׳
(1 Pet. 2:9) In time, however, 
apostasy occurred and spiritual 
darkness prevailed among man- 
kind. (Acts 20:29, 30; 1 Tim. 4:
1, 2) Yet, in keeping with a par- 
able of Jesus C hrist, during 
those spiritually dark centuries 
some individuals enjoyed fight 
and favor from God. (Ps.
43:3) Some true Chris- 
tians, likened by Jesus to 
“w heat,” grew  am idst 
“ w eeds” o r im ita tio n  
Christians. As the “har- 
vest” or “conclusion of a 
system of things” drew 
near, Jehovah acted to 
identify the wheatlike ones. (Matt. 13:24- 
30, 36-43) Like the first-century Chris- 
tians, they proved to be persons called 
“out of darkness into his wonderful fight.” 
These modern-day Christians can readily 
be identified because of their zeal in ‘de- 
claring abroad Jehovah’s excellencies,׳ 
lauding him with all their heart and mak- 
ing melody to his name. (Ps. 9:1, 2) A 
brief review of their history shows that 
they too are organized to praise God.

6In this regard, events of the nine- 
teenth century C.E. command our atten-
4. Despite apostasy, how do we know that some persons 
had favor from God during the spiritually dark 
centuries?
5. Who was Charles Taze Russell, and what were some 
of his early religious experiences?
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in 1884 as “Zion’s Watch Tower Tract 
Society” (now called “Watch Tower Bible 
and Tract Society of Pennsylvania”). No 
selfish commercial interests were in- 
volved. Its charter states:

The purpose for which the Corporation is 
formed is, the dissemination of Bible truths 
in various languages by means of the pub- 
lication of tracts, pamphlets, papers and 
other religious documents, and by the use 
of all other lawful means which its Board 
of Directors, duly constituted, shall deem 
expedient for the furtherance of the pur- 
pose stated.

This and other corporations of similar 
purpose are merely legal instruments used 
by Jehovah’s servants as they serve and 
praise God.

10 The Bible Students voluntarily do- 
nated funds for the advancement of the 
work. They ‘honored Jehovah with their 
valuable things,’ and he blessed them 
abundantly. (Prov. 3:9,10; 2 Cor. 9:7,11) 
God provided quarters and facilities de- 
signed to meet increasing demands for 
Bible literature. In 1889 they moved into 
their new four-story brick building called 
the “Bible House,” constructed in Alle- 
gheny at a cost of $34,000. Some years 
later, when the title of ownership for the 
entire establishment was donated to the 
Society, its board of directors valued the 
net equity of the building and equipment 
at $164,033.65.

11As Jehovah’s holy spirit or active 
force continued giving direction and en- 
lightenment, abundant spiritual food was 
provided through a composite “faithful 
steward” and its governing body. (Luke 
12:42-44; compare Acts 15:4-29.) Excel- 
lent spiritual fare reached truth seekers 
through Zion’s Watch Tower and kindred 
publications. C. T. Russell himself penned
10. (a) How did the Bible Students ‘honor Jehovah 
with valuable things’? (b) What was the '*Bible
House” ?
11-13. (a) By what means was spiritual food provided? 
(b) How did some persons respond to spiritual food 
In Zion's Watch Tower and kindred publications?
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spirit, and so be present though invisible. 
—1 P e t 3:18.

7About January 1876, C. T. Russell 
came in touch with the journal The Herald 
of the Morning, published by N. H. Bar- 
bour of Rochester, New York. I t advo- 
cated belief in an invisible presence of Je- 
sus Christ Eventually Russell’s Pittsburgh 
Bible class became affiliated with Bar- 
hour’s group and Russell became coeditor 
of the Herald, also giving financial aid. 
But in 1878, according to Russell, Mr. Bar- 
bour wrote a Herald article “denying that 
the death of Christ was the Ransom-price 
for Adam and his race.” Writing in the 
journal, Russell firmly upheld the Bibli- 
cal doctrine of the ransom. (1 Tim. 2:5, 6) 
But this was to no avail, and so Russell 
severed ties with Barbour. Then, in July 
1879, C. T. Russell published the first issue 
of Zion’s Watch Tower and Herald of 
Christ’s ־Presence, now called The - 
tower. In no uncertain terms this journal 
has always declared the Scriptural truth 
about the ransom.

8 That was a “day of small things,” but 
it was not to be despised. (Zech. 4:10) The 
first issue of Zion’s Watch Tower consist- 
ed of only about 6,000 copies. But the 
Bible students publishing it desired to 
praise God and believed that the journal 
had Jehovah’s backing. Today its circu- 
lation exceeds an average of 7,800,000 
copies per issue in over 70 languages. Such 
an accomplishment in the face of the in- 
ternational opposition that developed is 
evidence of divine support.—John 17:14- 
17; Ps. 127:1.

*Marking 1881 was the formation of 
the “Watch Tower Tract Society,” which 
was incorporated under Pennsylvania law
7. (a) What was C. T. Russell’s relationship with 
N. H. Barbour, and what happened to it? (b) When was 
The Watchtower first published, and what is its stand 
on the doctrine of the ransom?
8. What gives evidence that The Watchtower has had 
divine backing?
9. State the origin and purpose of the Watch Tower 
Society.
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the keenest interest, and we consider it a 
God-send and a great blessing that we have 
had the opportunity of coming in contact 
with them. ׳They are indeed a “helping hand” 
to the study of the Bible. The great truths 
revealed in the study of this series have 
simply reversed our earthly aspirations; and 
realizing to some extent, at least, the great 
opportunity for doing something for Christ, 
we intend to take advantage of this oppor- 
tunity in distributing these books, first, 
among our nearest relatives and friends, 
and then among the poor who desire to read 
them and are unable to purchase.

This letter was signed by J. F. Rutherford, 
who was baptized in 1906, in symbol of his 
dedication to God, and who eventually sue- 
ceeded C. T. Russell as president of the 
Watch Tower Society.

JEHOVAH’S BLESSING ENRICHES
15 “The blessing of Jehovah—that is 

what makes rich, and he adds no pain with 
it.” (Prov. 10:22) How true! With divine 
blessing, congregations of Bible Students 
were growing in number. In time, “pil- 
grims”—traveling representatives of the 
Watch Tower Society—regularly visited 
them. The pilgrims got joy from their ser- 
vice and ‘longed to see fellow believers 
to impart some spiritual gift to them' 
through discourses and by other means. 
(Rom. 1:11, 12) “How these added to our 
ever-flowing stream of joy and to the 
riches of our faith!” exclaims Hazelle M. 
Krull concerning these pilgrims. “And how 
they aided us to appreciate Jehovah’s or- 
ganization!”

16Meetings held by the Bible Students 
provided excellent Biblical instruction. 
They also afforded opportunity to ‘incite 
one another to love and fine works.’ (Heb.

15. Who were the pilgrims associated with the Society, 
and how did they aid fellow believers?
16. (a) Meetings of Jehovah’s Christian witnesses afford 
what opportunity? (b) Are collections taken at these 
gatherings ?
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six volumes of Millennial (later
called “Studies in the Scriptures”) from
1886 to 1904. In the meantime, house-to- 
house preaching by “colporteurs” (now 
called “pioneers”) carried God’s truth di- 
rect to the people’s homes.—Acts 5:42; 
20:20.

12But how did people respond to such 
spiritual food? There cam be no doubt that 
Jehovah’s spirit directed matters. For in- 
stance, from London, England, came this 
request in 1882: “Please instruct me how 
and what to preach so as to accomplish 
the blessed work God wishes done.” An
1887 letter from Nebraska stated: “I shall 
consider it not only a duty but a blessed 
; privilege to assist, by every means at my 
command, in proclaiming this gospel.”

12 Jehovah’s spirit was also a t work in 
more distant lands. By 1887 and 1888 some 
tru th  had spread to China. From Mace- 
donia, European Turkey, came this 1888 
report: “Turks, Jews, Bulgarians and
Macedonians are much interested in the 
truth.” Shortly thereafter, despite perse- 
cution, the truth was reportedly “gaining 
ground” along Africa’s coast. And, from 
Deccan, India, came an 1890 letter from 
one of Christendom’s missionaries “30 
miles out in the jungles” who read Zion’s 
Watch Tower and Bible Student tracts 
“with much interest.” He subscribed for 
two years and ordered other literature.

14In 1894 volumes of Millennial Dawn 
were obtained by a man who said, in part, 
in a letter received by the Society:

I took the books home, and thought little 
of them, until a few weeks ago, when I had 
some spare time, I began reading the first 
volume, and it was so very interesting that 
I could not stop. The result is, my dear 
wife and myself have read these books with

14. (a) How did J. F. Rutherford express his appre- 
elation for volumes of Millennial Dawnf (b) Give some 
details concerning Brother Rutherford’s later activities.
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truths before the public also through an 
international newspaper syndicate that 
they organized. At one time about 3,000 
newspapers in the United States, Canada 
and Europe were publishing C. T. Rus- 
sell’s sermons. However, for years the Bi- 
ble Students had declared that the 2,520־

year-long Gentile 
Times or “appoint- 
ed tim es of the  
n a tio n s ” would 
ex p ire  in 1914. 
(Luke 21:24) As 
t h a t  y e a r  a p -  
proached, Russell 

conceived of a bold new way to declare 
the good news.

20 Motion pictures were still in their in- 
fancy. Commercially successful synchro- 
nization of film and sound had not yet 
been achieved; nor had color motion pic- 
tures been perfected for general use. But 
in 1912 Russell determined to give a great 
witness through this medium. He wrote 
and produced the Photo-Drama of Cre- 
ation, an eight-hour-long slide, motion pic- 
ture and sound production outlining the 
divine purpose for the earth and mankind 
from creation down to the end of Jesus 
Christ’s thousand-year reign. (Rev. 20:6) 
Shown in four parts, the Photo-Drama 
combined phonograph recordings with 
slides and motion pictures. I t was seen by 
millions and was a grand witness concern- 
ing Jehovah’s purposes.

21While on a preaching tour, ailing 
Charles Taze Russell died aboard a train 
a t Pampa, Texas, on October 31,1916. De- 
spite resulting sorrow, however, the ma- 
jority of Bible Students knew that their 
work was not dependent upon one man. 
It was Jehovah’s work, directed by his 
holy spirit. God would have it continue 
and succeed.—Acts 5:38, 39.
21. Was the work of the Bible Students dependent upon 
one man?
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10:24, 25) To this day, meetings of Jeho- 
vah’s Christian witnesses are advertised 
with the motto “Seats free, no collection.” 
“You received free, give free,” said Jesus 
Christ.—Matt. 10:8.

1TC. T. Russell had traveled abroad in 
1891. Thereafter literature of the Watch 
Tower Society was 
published in Ger- 
m a n ,  F r e n c h ,
Sw edish, D ano- 
N orw egian, Po- 
lish , G reek and 
la te r  in I ta lia n .
The Society’s first 
branch office outside the United States was 
established in London, England, in 1900. 
The story is one of increase and divine 
blessing ever since. By 1972, branch offices 
of the Society numbered ninety-five.

18 The years 1908 and 1909 brought fur- 
ther expansion. Representatives of the 
Society purchased the old “Plymouth 
Bethel,” a mission structure a t 13-17 Hicks 
Street, and the Henry Ward Beecher home 
at 124 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn, New 
York. The “Plymouth Bethel” was re- 
named the “Brooklyn Tabernacle” and the 
old Beecher home was called “Bethel,” a 
residence for members of the Society’s 
headquarters staff. So, by 1909, Brooklyn 
was the location of the Society’s world 
headquarters. Today the Watchtower Bi- 
ble and Tract Society of New York, In- 
corporated, owns an extensive complex of 
residence, office and factory buildings in 
Brooklyn. All these facilities are used by 
Jehovah’s witnesses as they praise God 
and declare the good news of the King- 
dom.—Mark 13:10.

1*The Bible Students kept Scriptural
17. When and where was the Society’s first branch 
office established outside the United States, and how 
many branch offices were there by 1972?
18. What occurred in connection with the Society’s 
headquarters in 1909?
19. 20. (a) How did the Bible Students use a newspaper 
syndicate? (b) Describe the Photo-Drama of Creation.
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from God” enlivened them and they again 
sallied forth, organized to praise God. 
—Rev. 11:312־.

23 The year 1919 brought a thrilling con- 
vention in Cedar Point, Ohio—one that 
gave renewed impetus to the work of the 
Bible Students. Among other things, there 
they received a new instrument for use in 
their preaching work. It was The Golden 
Age, a journal exposing religious error and 
drawing attention to the hope and com- 
fort found in the Holy Scriptures. Now, 
more than half a century later, it still ac- 
complishes the same purpose under a new 
name—Awake!

24Once again the Bible Students as- 
sembled at Cedar Point, in 1922. This time 
J. F. Rutherford’s discourse of Friday, 
September 8, on the subject “The King- 
dom” was especially significant. Power- 
fully he concluded it with the words: 
“Behold, the King reigns! You are his pub- 
licity agents. Therefore advertise, adver- 
tise, advertise the King and his kingdom.” 
With that, a thirty-six-foot-long banner 
was unfurled above the speaker’s stand. It 
read “Advertise the King and Kingdom!” 
God’s servants have advertised the King- 
dom ever since.

25Came the year 1931. The Bible Stu- 
dents assembled in convention at Colum- 
bus, Ohio. There by resolution they hearti- 
ly embraced the Biblical name “Jehovah’s 
witnesses.” (Isa. 43:10-12) Gladly they 
have borne Jehovah’s name, witnessing 
about God and his purposes throughout 
the earth.

SUPPORTED BY THE GOD THEY PRAISE
2®Succeeding years brought rich bless- 

ings, but also much persecution. For in-
23, 24. (a) The Bible Students׳ convention at Cedar 
Point, Ohio, in 1919 affected their work in what way? 
(b) What significance did the 1922 convention have 
with regard to Kingdom proclamation?
25. Under what circumstances did the Bible Students 
embrace the name “Jehovah’s witnesses’׳ ? Is it Biblical?
26, 27. Cite an example showing that, for those organized 
to praise him, Jehovah has been “a secure height in 
times of distress.׳׳
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ADVERTISING THE KING AND KINGDOM
22 J. F. Rutherford succeeded C. T. Rus- 

sell as the elected president of the Watch 
Tower Society. But he came face to face 
with ambitious, opposing men within the 
organization who sought control of it, and 
some time passed before their efforts were 
completely foiled. At the same time, 
clergy-inspired persecution raged against 
the Christian witnesses of Jehovah. (Matt. 
24:9) Furthermore, it seemed that their 
work would be seriously crippled when, 
on May 7, 1918, J. F. Rutherford and sev- 
en others prominently associated with the 
Society were arrested, later tried, and fi- 
nally convicted on false charges. It was 
charged that they—

Unlawfully and feloniously did conspire, 
combine, confederate and agree together, and 
with divers other persons to the said Grand 
Jurors unknown, to commit a certain offense 
against the United States of America, to wit: 
the offense of unlawfully, feloniously and 
wilfully causing insubordination, disloyalty 
and refusal of duty in the military and naval 
forces of the United States of America when
the United States was at w ar__by personal
solicitations, letters, public speeches, distrib- 
uting and publicly circulating throughout the 
United States of America a certain book 
called “Volume VII. Bible Studies. The 
Finished Mystery,” and distributing and 
publicly circulating throughout the United 
States certain articles printed in pamphlets 
called “Bible Student’s Monthly," “Watch 
Tower,” “Kingdom News” and other pam- 
phlets not named.

After months in the federal penitentiary 
a t Atlanta, Georgia, they were freed on 
bail. By May 14, 1919, their erroneous 
convictions were reversed, and on May 5, 
1920, they were completely exonerated. 
Figuratively speaking, God’s “two wit- 
nesses,” Christ’s anointed followers, had 
been dead. After release of the Society’s 
representatives from prison, “spirit of life
22. What difficulties did Jehovah's Christian witnesses 
experience shortly after J. F. Rutherford became 
president of the Watch Tower Society, but how did 
matters turn out?
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At the Cedar Point assembly in 1922 the Society’s president, J. F. Rutherford, put 
great emphasis on preaching God’s kingdom, powerfully urging: "Advertise, 

advertise, advertise the King and his kingdom!"

ates promptly embarked upon an exten- 
sive educational work. February 1, 1943, 
marked the dedication and inauguration 
of the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead. 
Through the years this institution has 
equipped thousands of ministers for for- 
eign missionary work and other important 
service assignments in the expanding or- 
ganization of Jehovah’s servants.

23 Also in 1943 a new school was started 
in the individual congregations of Jeho- 
vah’s witnesses. I t was the Theocratic 
Ministry School, originally open for male 
enrollment. Today it aids men, women 
and children who are enrolled, and greatly 
benefits all who attend its weekly sessions. 
Enrollees are taught to gather, develop 
and present Biblical information. Educa- 
tion received at this and other meet- 
ings of Jehovah’s witnesses deepens Bible 
knowledge and appreciation and enhances 
ministerial ability.

80 In 1959 another organizational provi- 
sion had its beginning. This was the King- 
dom Ministry School. Conveniently 10־ 
cated and operating under the Watch 
Tower Society’s direction in various lands, 
these schools train spirit-appointed over-
29. In what way does the Theocratic Ministry School 
benefit individuals?
30. When was the Kingdom Ministry School instituted, 
and what is its purpose?

stance, many trialsome experiences befell 
Jehovah’s servants during World War II. 
One brother, incarcerated by the Nazis, 
stated:

Being so often deprived of food and having 
to do heavy work every day, our physical 
strength was waning visibly. I was in such 
a state that I was hardly able to move my 
skeleton. Two brothers would support me 
under the arms when marching into the 
camp. Often I swallowed a handful of sand 
so that my stomach had something to do. 
Other brothers did this too. So we did every- 
thing possible to stay alive and thus brand 
Satan and his SS men as liars, for they often 
said: “Where is your Jehovah? Let him help 
you!’’ I must say that he helped us in a 
wonderful way.
87 Jehovah does indeed aid his servants. 

His spirit rests upon his people as an or- 
ganization and as individuals. Time and 
again, for those who are organized to 
praise God, Jehovah has proved to be “a 
secure height in times of distress.”—Ps. 
9:9.

EDUCATED AND STRENGTHENED 
TO PRAISE GOD

28 J. F. Rutherford died on January 8, 
1942. Five days later N. H. Knorr was 
unanimously elected president of the 
Watch Tower Society. He and his associ-
28. When was the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead 
inaugurated, and what has it accomplished?
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continuing despite bad weather, ill health 
and persecution. I t is genuine love for Je- 
hovah that has impelled them to press on.

84Perhaps you have come into associ- 
ation with Jehovah’s organization only in 
the past few years. You may not have 
known these older ones very long; you see 
them only in their later years of life. How 
do you view them? Recently a letter re- 
ceived by the Watch Tower Society said 
regarding this: “I wish to express my ap- 
predation for the 19 Yearbook. . . . 
Perhaps the one single paragraph that im- 
pressed me most was paragraph three on 
page thirty-two under ‘Acts of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses in Modem Times.’ This para- 
graph calls attention to a circumstance 
that does indeed exist. ‘Sometimes the 
present generation just thinks of what it 
is accomplishing. Really, the present gen- 
eration of Jehovah’s witnesses is building 
on what faithful evangelizers did years 
ago.׳ What a truth! The way the 1973 
Yearbook is prepared, it will help us 
‘younger ones in the tru th’ to look a t the 
‘older brothers in the tru th’ through dif-
34. (a) In harmony with the example set by Jehovah, 
how should we view one another in Jehovah’s organi- 
zation? (b) In what urgent work is there plenty for 
all of us to do?

seers to discharge their responsibilities 
within the Christian congregation.—Acts 
20:28; 1 Tim. 3:1-10, 12, 13; 1 Pet. 5:1-4.

81 Jehovah’s earthly organization has ex- 
panded as God has prospered the work of 
his devoted worshipers. Of no little signifi- 
cance have been their large gatherings. 
Among these was the “Divine Will” Inter- 
national Assembly of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
July 27-August 3, 1958, when 253,922 
packed out New York city’s Yankee Sta- 
dium and Polo Grounds for the public talk 
by N. H. Knorr on the subject “God’s 
Kingdom Rules—Is the World’s End 
Near?”

82 Divine blessing has brought about 
spiritual strengthening of Jehovah’s earth- 
ly organization and has also resulted in 
productivity in the Kingdom-preaching 
work. Today it is being carried on in 208 
lands under the direction of the Watch 
Tower Society’s 95 branch offices. To Je- 
hovah alone must this increase be attribut- 
ed. God has blessed his faithful servants, 
and his holy spirit hats backed them up in 
their work of declaring his purposes and 
making disciples.—Matt. 28:19, 20.

88 Many more thousands have continued 
to flock into Jehovah’s organization right 
down till the present time, and it is grand 
to see them come! But what will 
they do with the good news that 
they are  learning? Will they 
show the kind of zeal that those 
zealous servants of God did in 
years past? Will they show the 
same perseverance? Remem- 
ber, there are in Jehovah’s or- 
ganization today persons who 
have been going out in the 
field service for over fifty years,
31. What significant gathering of Jeho* 
vah’s witnesses took place in 1958?
32. Why has Jehovah's earthly organiza- 
lion experienced spiritual strengthening 
and increase?
33. What questions is it appropriate for 
those who have learned the truth in re- 
cent years to ask themselves?

After N. H. Knorr became president of the Watch Tower 
Society, great emphasis was put on education. One of 

the schools established was the Watchtower 
Bible School of Gilead



401
Lord,” knowing that such is the most 
worthwhile work that anyone can do. 
(Zech. 2:8; Hag. 2:7; 1 Cor. 15:58) As a 
united group, Jehovah’s witnesses earth 
wide will continue to extol their heavenly 
Father, grateful that they have been or- 
ganized to bring praise to him.
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ferent eyes, and not view them as merely 
‘old friends’ or ‘old brothers and sisters.׳ ” 
Each one of Jehovah’s servants has a 
place in his organization, and each one is 
precious to Jehovah. There is work for 
all of them to do, and the Bible urges us 
to have “plenty to do in the work of the
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really appreciate 
Jehovah’s earth- 
ly organization? 

There are many reasons 
to esteem it highly. Brief- 
ly consider but a few.

WHY APPRECIATE GOD’S 
ORGANIZATION

8For one thing, Jesus’ 
anointed followers, who 
a re  p a r t  of Jeh o v a h ’s 
earthly organization, are 
“am bassadors substitut- 
ing  fo r  C h r is t .” T h e ir 
companions with earthly 
hopes also serve the in- 
terests of the Kingdom. 

(2 Cor. 5:20) Mind you, they are not am- 
bassadors and envoys of a mere human 
government and of sinful rulers. They 
represent Jehovah, his exalted spirit king 
Jesus Christ and the mighty kingdom of 
God. What an inestimable privilege! Of 
course, to serve and praise the Universal 
Sovereign, one must associate with the 
organization of Jehovah’s Christian wit- 
nesses.
3. Jesus’ anointed followers and their companions are 
privileged to represent what and whom?

JEH O V A H  is 
being praised 

in a song that is 
heard  t h r o u g h o u t  the  
earth today. No, it is not 
being sung by Levites.
Nor can we hear an an- 
gelic chorus extolling God 
in the heights above. But 
we can h ea r  the  “ new 
song,” sung in unison by 
prospective heirs of Jeho- 
vah’s heavenly govern- 
ment. (Rev. 14:1-4; 20:6;
22:5; Ps. 96:1, 10) I t  is 
the s tirring  anthem  of 
God’s established kingdom 
th a t has functioned in 
heaven since 1914 C.E. with the glorified 
Jesus Christ as King. Thousands have 
heard that gripping song with deep ap- 
preciation.

2Have you responded appreciatively to 
this “new song”? Are you praising Jeho- 
vah with his people? Have you associated 
with the organization God is using to de- 
dare earth wide “this good news of the 
kingdom”? (Matt. 24:14) If so, do you
1, 2. (a) What Is the “new song,” and how have some 
responded to it? (b) Cite some personal questions that 
merit consideration.

“I will sing to Jehovah throughout 
my life; I will make melody to my 
God as long as I a m P s .  104:33.
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could have revealed this to those early 
Bible students so far in advance.

«Another reason to appreciate the or- 
ganization of Jehovah’s Christian witness- 
es is that it aids us to understand God’s 
provisions for blessing obedient ones, and 
then to bring our lives into harmony with 
the divine will. (Matt. 24:45-47) This 
brings us happiness now despite world 
gloom, for it is truly satisfying to know 
that one is pleasing God. By its publica- 
tions and through other means, the true 
Christian organization keeps prominently 
before us the Biblical prospect of endless, 
happy life under the rule of God’s king- 
dom. (Rev. 21:3-5) What a blessing! How 
much we should appreciate God’s earthly 
organization and our opportunities to 
praise Jehovah with his people!

7 Furthermore, this organization alone 
is supplied with “gifts in men,” such as 
evangelizers, shepherds and teachers, who 
serve God’s purpose in connection with 
the spiritual development and welfare of 
his people. (Eph. 4:7-16) Appointed over- 
seers or elders and ministerial servants 
meet Scriptural requirements for their re- 
sponsible places in Jehovah’s organization. 
Among other things, they welcome honest- 
hearted people into the Christian congre- 
gation and help to educate them in Jeho- 
vah’s ways. (1 Tim. 3:1-10, 12, 13; Titus 
1:5-9) Under the influence of God’s holy 
spirit, you can share in this grand work 
of finding, welcoming and educating those 
who will become fellow praisers of Jeho- 
vah. What a blessed privilege!

8 Think of the people themselves—those 
praising Jehovah as part of his earthly 
organization. They are indeed “the de- 
sirable things of all the nations.” (Hag. 
2:7) True Christians have many spiritual 
brothers, sisters, mothers and children.
6. As to life, what prospect does the Christian organlza- 
tion set before us?
7. What purpose is served by “gifts in men״ ?
8. Persons of what kind make up Jehovah's earthly 
organization ?
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4 Consider, too, the fact that Jehovah’s 

organization alone, in all the earth, is di- 
rected by God’s holy spirit or active force. 
(Zech. 4:6) Only this organization func- 
tions for Jehovah’s purpose and to his 
praise. To it alone God’s Sacred Word, the 
Bible, is not a sealed book. Many persons 
of the world are very intelligent, capable 
of understanding complex matters. They 
can read the Holy Scriptures, but they 
cannot understand their deep meaning. 
Yet God’s people can comprehend such 
spiritual things. Why? Not because of 
special intelligence on their part, but as 
the apostle Paul declared: “For it is to 
us God has revealed them through his 
spirit, for the spirit searches into all 
things, even the deep things of God.” 
(1 Cor. 2:10) Jesus Christ praised his 
heavenly Father for ‘hiding such things 
from the wise and intellectual ones but 
revealing them to babes.’ (Matt. 11:25) 
How very much true Christians appreci- 
ate associating with the only organization 
on earth that understands the “deep things 
of God”!

5Direction by God’s spirit enables Je- 
hovah’s servants to have divine light in 
a world of spiritual darkness. (2 Cor. 4: 
4) For instance, long ago they understood 
that 1914 C.E. would mark the end of the 
Gentile Times or “appointed times of the 
nations,” during which the Gentile na- 
tions were allowed uninterrupted rulership 
of the earth. (Luke 21:24) This 2,520- 
year period began with the destruction of 
Jerusalem and its temple by the Babylo- 
nians in the late seventh century B.C.E. 
For example, Zion’s Watch Tower of 
March 1880 had declared: “ ‘The Times 
of the Gentiles’ extend to 1914, and the 
heavenly kingdom will not have full sway 
till then.” Only God by his holy spirit
4. Why can those in Jehovah's earthly organization 
understand spiritual things?
5. Direction by God's spirit enabled Jehovah's servants 
long ago to understand what about 1914 C.E. ?
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continually meeting people from everywhere, 
going everywhere. Twice a year there are 
. . . students coming here to attend Gilead 
School [for missionaries]. There are visiting 
missionaries and traveling representatives 
of the Society. Also, of course, there are the 
members of the [Bethel] family itself to 
meet. . . . After forty-five years here I am 
always meeting people I know or who share 
mutual acquaintances. My family of friends 
spreads round the globe.
12 How fine to have a “family of friends” 

earth wide! Why, those who are part of 
God’s organization rightly express their 
appreciation to Jehovah for their fellow 
believers. The apostle Paul did. He wrote 
concerning his Christian associate Timo- 
thy: “I am grateful to God, to whom I am 
rendering sacred service as my forefathers 
did and with a clean conscience, that I  
never leave off remembering you in my 
supplications, night and day longing to 
see you, as I  remember your tears, that 
I may get filled with joy.” (2 Tim. 1:3, 4) 
Regarding fellow worshipers in Rome, 
Paul said: “I give thanks to my God 
through Jesus Christ concerning all of 
you, because your faith is talked about 
throughout the whole world.” (Rom. 1:8) 
Indeed, for such fine associates, and for 
many other reasons, those who are part 
of God’s earthly organization deeply ap- 
preciate their privilege of praising Jeho- 
vah with his people.

DISPLAYING YOUR APPRECIATION 
FOR GOD’S ORGANIZATION

1S But how can you show that you really 
appreciate Jehovah’s organization? Among 
other things, you can regularly study the 
Bible and the Christian publications that 
God provides through his organization. Do 
not neglect them. The counsel given for 
kings of Israel merits thought in this re- 
gard. Through Moses, God said: “And it
12. Is it proper for Christians to express appreciation 
for fellow believers?
13. Why read and study the Bible and Christian publi- 
cations regularly?
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(Mark 10:29, 30) Having association with 
such moral, godly praisers of Jehovah who 
live according to the Holy Scriptures is 
something to appreciate.

GRATEFUL TO BE PART OF GOD’S 
ORGANIZATION

* No wonder so many persons are deeply 
grateful to be associated with Jehovah’s 
earthly organization and to be praising 
God with his people. A fifteen-year-old 
said:

I just wanted to write to tell you how 
happy I am to be one of Jehovah’s witnesses.
I am so grateful to my parents for teaching 
me about the truth. . . . Seeing the corrup- 
tion in the world, I am proud and grateful 
to be able to say that I’m not part of it, and 
that I am one of Jehovah’s witnesses.
10 After the accidental death of their son, 

one Christian family told about the love 
fellow believers showed them, and also 
wrote:

Let me assure you—from our hearts—that 
Jehovah has made his love, the love of our 
brothers and of his organization so real to 
us. Through a tragedy we have seen Jeho- 
vah's spirit working right in front of our 
eyes. We are so humbly grateful to be among 
these that Jehovah calls the ״desirable ones 
from the nations.’ . . .

We hope that we have made you realize 
to a small degree how grateful we are to 
have brothers like you, to be a part of Jeho- 
vah’s organization, to feel the working of 
God’s spirit and to have his comfort. The 
joy cannot be put on paper.
11A man who served faithfully for many 

years at the world headquarters of Jeho- 
vah’s witnesses (called Bethel) in Brook- 
lyn, New York, stated:

In the years since [my wife’s] death, I 
have come to appreciate Bethel even more.
. . . Bethel can be considered a crossroads, 
the crossroads of Jehovah’s people. We are

9. How did one fifteen-year-old express gratitude for 
association with God's people?
10. Jehovah's organization and spirit meant what to one 
bereaved family?
11. How was Bethel viewed by a man who served there 
for many years?
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apply God's instructions in life. They had 
to face tests of faith and temptations. As 
was true of other people, certainly they 
were beset by temptations to lie, steal, 
commit adultery or engage in other wrong- 
doing. But if a test arose, they might well 
reflect on what had been read to them at 
their assemblies. (Deut. 31:1013־) They 
could recall Jehovah’s laws and promises. 
It would then be possible to surmount 
trials and maintain integrity to God. We 
benefit similarly by attending Christian 
meetings and assemblies today. Also, by 
our presence we incite each other “to love 
and fine works.”—Heb. 10:24, 25.

16 If we truly appreciate Jehovah’s 
earthly organization, we will remain loyal 
to it, knowing that the organization is his. 
If we were to leave it, where else could 
we go? There is no other organization 
that is doing the divine will or that is 
educating people for life everlasting. When 
many abandoned Jesus Christ, he asked 
his apostles: “You do not want to go also, 
do you?” Peter replied: “Lord, whom shall 
we go away to? You have sayings of ever- 
lasting life; and we have believed and 
come to know that you are the Holy One 
of God.” (John 6:66-69) Faithful early 
Christians endured intense persecution 
and yet remained loyal to God and to his 
organization, the Christian congregation. 
For instance, persecuted Christians in 
Rome sought refuge in that city’s cata- 
combs, underground burial areas. Family 
burial chambers there provided places for 
small group meetings. Early Christians 
recognized their spiritual need and the 
necessity of gathering for encouragement 
and instruction, even if this required go- 
ing underground in a literal way. If we 
have Christian appreciation, we, too, will 
stay with Jehovah’s organization, his 
Christian congregation, despite difficulties 
and persecution today.
16. Of what importance is loyalty to Jehovah’s organi- 
zation?
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must occur that when he takes his seat 
on the throne of his kingdom, he must 
write in a book for himself a copy of this 
law from that which is in the charge of 
the priests, the Levites. And it must con- 
tinue with him, and he must read in it 
all the days of his life, in order that he 
may learn to fear Jehovah his God so as 
to keep all the words of this law and these 
regulations by doing them; that his heart 
may not exalt itself above his brothers 
and that he may not turn aside from the 
commandment to the right or to the left, 
in order that he may lengthen his days 
upon his kingdom, he and his sons in the 
midst of Israel.” (Deut. 17:18-20) Jeho- 
vah’s Word and true Christian publica- 
tions inculcate God’s righteous laws and 
principles. So read and study them regu- 
larly. Cherish the spiritual guidance they 
furnish. Be like the psalmist who said: 
“Blessed you are, O Jehovah. Teach me 
your regulations. . . . For your statutes I 
shall show a fondness. I shall not forget 
your word.”—Ps. 119:12-16.

14 Another way to show that you appre- 
ciate Jehovah’s organization and your 
privilege of praising God with his people 
is by attending Christian meetings regu- 
larly. I t pleased David greatly to be among 
Jehovah’s worshipers a t God’s sanctuary. 
He declared: “One thing I have asked from 
Jehovah—it is what I shall look for, that 
I may dwell in the house of Jehovah all 
the days of my life, to behold the pleasant- 
ness of Jehovah and to look with appre- 
ciation upon his temple.” (Ps. 27:4) If we 
truly appreciate Jehovah’s earthly organi- 
zation, we will long to be at Christian 
meetings and assemblies.—Ps. 84:1-4.

15 By not neglecting God’s house of an- 
cient times (Neh. 10:39), but by appre- 
ciatively supporting it and attending fes- 
tivals there, the Israelites were helped to
14,15. If we appreciate Jehovah's earthly organization, 
how will we view Christian meetings and assemblies, 
and how do we benefit from them?

SfieWATCHTOWER



405
Thereafter “Jehovah’s spirit quickly led 
Philip away” and soon he was caring for 
another ministerial assignment. (Acts 8: 
26-40) God’s holy spirit and angelic di- 
rection also played their part in the 
preaching work done by the apostle Peter 
at the home of the Gentile Cornelius. 
—Acts chapter 10.

20That same holy spirit and angelic di- 
rection still affect the preaching activities 
of Christian ministers. The aged apostle 
John envisioned an “angel flying in mid- 
heaven” with “everlasting good news” to 
declare to earth’s inhabitants. (Rev. 14: 
6, 7) No, today you cannot behold such 
an angel flying in the sky, or literally hear 
him speak. But you can hear his message, 
for it is being delivered on earth by Je- 
hovah’s worshipers. In essence, they say 
of Jehovah: “Look! This is our God. We 
have hoped in him, and he will save us. 
This is Jehovah. We have hoped in him. 
Let us be joyful and rejoice in the salva- 
tion by him.” (Isa. 25:9) How very much 
one should appreciate being influenced by 
God’s holy spirit and having angelic di- 
rection while bearing the name and de- 
daring the purposes and praises of the 
Most High as one of Jehovah’s Christian 
witnesses!—Isa. 43:10.

21Such an awesome privilege calls for 
the Christian’s best efforts in the ministry. 
If you are a Christian minister, how can 
you be effective in your field service? 
For one thing, keep a good record of min- 
isterial activity. Then it will be possible 
to make prompt return visits. Further- 
more, make these especially effective by 
thinking in advance about the person’s 
problems, interests or needs. Locate Bible 
texts that will help the individual. There- 
after, where possible, start and conduct 
good home Bible studies with the person. 
In this the aid of Jehovah’s holy spirit is 
essential and will be evident. Among oth-
21. How can one make effective return visits and con- 
duct good home Bible studies?
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17You can also show appreciation for 

God’s earthly organization by joining 
wholeheartedly in the Christian ministry, 
taking God’s Word to other people. Thus 
you further the educational work that the 
organization carries on. There is need to 
participate in that work with a sense of 
urgency, too, for the end of this wicked 
system of things is drawing near. The time 
is short. The harvest is great and the 
workers are few. (Matt. 9:37, 38) What 
a privilege it is to be one of the industrious 
modern-day harvest workers and to do a 
lifesaving preaching work! By all means, 
keep busy in the Christian ministry, “al- 
ways having plenty to do in the work of 
the Lord, knowing that your labor is not 
in vain in connection with the Lord.” 
—•1 Cor. 15:58.

18Faithful, appreciative ones wish to 
offer a fine “sacrifice of praise” to God. 
(Heb. 13:15) But how can this be done? 
Seek Jehovah’s help in prayer. Guidance 
by his holy spirit is needed to aid sheep- 
like persons and to do one’s best in the 
ministry. So pray for God’s spirit to rest 
upon you. Jehovah graciously grants it to 
his dedicated servants who make this plea. 
Jesus Christ stated: “Therefore, if you, 
although being wicked, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much 
more so will the Father in heaven give 
holy spirit to those asking him!”—Luke 
11:13.

19 The holy angels also play their part. 
Yielding to angelic direction and the in- 
fluence of Jehovah’s holy spirit, Philip 
the evangelizer found the Ethiopian eu- 
nuch and “declared to him the good news 
about Jesus.” The results were immediate. 
Promptly the Ethiopian was baptized.
17. Why engage in the Christian ministry with a sense 
of urgency?
18. To do well in the ministry, how important are 
prayer and God’s holy spirit?
19,20. (a) What connection did God’s spirit and the 
holy angels have with the Christian ministry in the 
past? (b) Do God’s holy spirit and angelic direction still 
affect Christian preaching activities?

S&eWATCHTOWER



July 1, 1973
Listlessly, apathetically? When Andrew 
told Peter of their discovery, do you sup- 
pose that he said softly, in a mere whis- 
per, “We have found the Messiah*׳? Hard- 
ly. There must have been some excitement 
in his voice. Just think! They had found 
the Messiah, God’s Anointed One! (John 
1:35-41) Well, if you are practicing true 
Christianity, you have found the organi- 
zation that is educating persons for life 
eternal, the only organization on earth 
that is serving Jehovah God under his 
Messianic King. That really is something 
to appreciate. Therefore, enthusiastically 
direct others to God's organization. Tell 
them about the true Christian congre- 
gation and its modem history. Show 
them how those associated with Jeho- 
vah’s earthly organization walk in spiri- 
tual light, have God’s backing and direc- 
tion by his holy spirit and enjoy his rich 
blessing. Explain that Jehovah’s Christian 
witnesses are organized to praise God and 
that qualified persons have the privilege 
of praising Jehovah with his people. Cul- 
tivate in your Bible students appreciation 
for Jehovah and his organization that edu- 
cates persons for eternal life.

24Satan the Devil has an organization 
of demons and humans. I t is now moving 
toward crushing defeat and eternal de- 
struction by God and his executional fore- 
es headed by Jesus Christ. But Jehovah’s 
organization is on the march with mar- 
velous prospects before it. With quickened 
pace it is advancing and will continue on- 
ward, through the present distress and the 
“great tribulation” yet ahead, right into 
the new order of God’s promise. (Matt. 
24:21; 2 P e t 3:13) Are you, by God’s 
undeserved kindness, determined to march 
with it faithfully? Have you cultivated 
that much appreciation for Jehovah and 
the organization he is using to educate 
persons for eternal life? If so, then press
24. What will be done by one having true appreciation 
for Jehovah and His organization?
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er things, it will bring back to mind ma- 
terial previously studied. (Mark 13:11) 
Work to simplify the information in your 
own mind. Then you will be able to con- 
vey clear and accurate ideas and help 
others to understand. Be like Ezra and 
associated Levites who read God’s law to 
assembled Israelites in Jerusalem. Those 
instructors knew what they were talking 
about, for we are told: “They continued 
reading aloud from the book, from the law 
of the true God, it being expounded, and 
there being a putting of meaning into it; 
and they continued giving understanding 
in the reading.” Did their efforts produce 
good results? Indeed, for the people under- 
stood, rejoiced greatly, and celebrated the 
festival of booths.—Neh. 8:8, 12-18.

DIRECT OTHERS TO JEHOVAH'S 
ORGANIZATION

22When conducting informative Bible 
studies with interested persons, endeavor 
to cultivate in their hearts an apprecia- 
tion for God’s Word and his organization, 
the Christian congregation. For instance, 
when a problem arises and the Scriptural 
solution is found in a Christian publica- 
tion, the Bible student might be asked: 
Tf Jehovah’s organization did not give 
us Biblical understanding in matters like 
these, we would not know what course to 
take in order to please God, would we?' 
Such thought-provoking questions can be 
used with telling effect They will make 
the student think and realize the value and 
importance of the Bible and of Jehovah’s 
organization.

22If you truly appreciate Jehovah’s or- 
ganization, you will direct others to it 
enthusiastically. When John the Baptist 
told two of his disciples that Jesus was 
the “Lamb of God,” how did they react?
22. In what way might one cultivate appreciation for 
God’s Word and organization in the hearts of interested 
persons ?
23. How can you enthusiastically direct others to God’s 
organization?
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claimed: “I will sing to Jehovah through- 
out my life; I will make melody to my 
God as long as I  am. Let my musing about 
him be pleasurable. I, for my part, shall 
rejoice in Jehovah.”—Ps. 104:33, 34.
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on, with songs of praise to Jehovah upon 
your lips. Extol God, as did Levite singers 
of old and like the angelic hosts of heaven. 
Continue to praise Jehovah with his peo- 
pie. Be as resolute as David, who ex-
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» ',SIMPLE EYE
IS NEEDED

responsibilities toward God 
and fellowmen and therefore 
acts in ways that are injuri- 
ous.

When not guided by the 
righteous principles of God’s 
Word, a person can come to 
view things in an impure way 

or with evil design. That is why the Bible 
refers to the ‘ungenerous eye,’ the “envi- 
ous eye” and “eyes full of adultery.” (Deut. 
15:9; Prov. 28:22; 2 Pet. 2:14) How might 
a person’s eye be “ungenerous”? The ‘un- 
generous eye’ has no compassion but is 
deliberately blind to the needs of others. 
Selfishness and an unwillingness to sacri- 
fice in behalf of others becloud the vision. 
Similarly, one may also come to look upon 
what others have with envy, making one 
a “man of envious eye.” And the married 
man who keeps on looking at a woman 
other than his wife so as to develop a 
passion for her reveals himself to be one 
whose eyes are “full of adultery.”

Effort is required to maintain a “sim- 
pie” eye, one that does not look desiringly 
upon what is wrong. There being sinful 
inclinations within us, we should a t all 
times strive to keep these under control, 
praying that we do not begin to look upon 
something bad as desirable. This would be 
in keeping with the prayerful expression 
of the psalmist: “Make my eyes pass on 
from seeing what is worthless.”—Ps. 119: 
37.

Another vital factor in maintaining a 
“simple” eye is appreciation for the re- 
lationship one enjoys with the Creator,

W HAT our eyes focus on, what they 
see and how they see have a bear- 

ing on our actions. Good vision can help 
us to avoid danger, whereas defective vi- 
sion can cause us to misjudge matters 
and bring injury to ourselves and others.

It is for this reason that Jesus Christ 
spoke of the “eye” as a “lamp.” He said: 
“The lamp of the body is the eye. If, then, 
your eye is simple, your whole body will 
be bright.”—Matt. 6:22.

In a literal sense, a “simple” eye would 
be one that is in focus, conveying clear 
images to the mind. On the basis of clear 
visual impressions, decisions can be made 
for the benefit of the entire body. If, how- 
ever, the eye were to wander aimlessly, 
not fixing its attention on any particular 
object, confused and blurred images would 
be conveyed to the mind. The effect of 
this could be compared to walking in the 
darkness of night.

What is true in a literal sense is also 
true in a spiritual sense. In fact, Jesus 
Christ, in speaking of the “simple” eye, 
had this aspect in mind. And spiritual vi- 
sion depends upon whether the heart, mind 
and conscience are trained in harmony 
with God’s will. If they are not, the in- 
dividual is in “darkness.” He is blind to his
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This does not mean that the servant of 

God will not experience problems in mak- 
ing a living, or suffer adversity and enemy 
opposition. Proverbs 24:16 says: “The 
righteous one may fall even seven times.” 
But will the “righteous one” be forsaken, 
completely abandoned without any help 
when faced with such adverse circum- 
stances? Not at all. The proverb contin- 
ues: “He will certainly get up.” God will 
help him to overcome.

The person whose “eye” is always on 
Jehovah will therefore not allow himself 
to be robbed of the calming assurance 
that, regardless of what might happen, his 
God will not forsake him. (Heb. 13:5) 
He will not get ensnared into thinking 
that he will have to resort to dishonesty 
in order to make a living. Along with 
other devoted servants of God, he will be 
of good courage and say: “Jehovah is my 
helper; I will not be afraid. What can man 
do to me?”—Heb. 13:6.

Truly a “simple” eye is needed; it serves 
as a real safeguard. In that the “simple” 
eye shifts away from the desire to gain 
riches and away from undue anxiety about 
the cares of life, the faculties of the body 
continue to be used in acquiring the more 
valuable spiritual riches. Then, too, the 
person who views everything from God’s 
standpoint will not become a practicer of 
the degraded works of the flesh—‘unclean- 
ness, loose conduct, idolatry, spiritism, en- 
mities, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, con- 
tentions, divisions, sects, envies, drunken 
bouts, revelries, and things like these.’ 
(Gal. 5:19-21) This is because, as Gala- 
tians 5:16, says: “Keep walking by spirit 
and you will carry out no fleshly desire 
at all.”

Are you working hard to maintain a 
“simple” eye, one that focuses its full 
attention on Jehovah God and looks at 
things in a pure way? Your welfare and 
life depend upon this.
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Jehovah God. This relationship should be 
the focal point of one’s life. When that is 
the case, a person is stirred to exert him- 
self to maintain an approved standing be- 
fore Jehovah. He does not allow himself 
to be sidetracked by selfish desires.

Rather than making perishable mate- 
rial things his chief goal in life, a person 
with a “simple” eye has as his prime con- 
cem the ‘storing up of treasures in heav- 
en,’ treasures that cannot be lost, stolen 
or destroyed. (Matt. 6:19-21) His record 
of fine works is indeed like riches deposit- 
ed with Jehovah God, who does not for- 
get the faithful deeds of his servants but 
rewards them with grand blessings. (Heb. 
6:10) These fine works include, not only 
assisting others to gain an accurate knowl- 
edge of God’s purposes, but also looking 
well to one’s Christian obligation to care 
for family responsibilities, being exem- 
plary in what one does a t work, school or 
elsewhere, and being alert to aid fellow 
believers in their time of physical or spiri- 
tual need. (Gal. 6:10; Eph. 4:25; 1 Tim. 
5:8; Titus 2:1-10) Yes, rather than putting 
his trust in transitory riches or selfishly 
seeking to amass still greater wealth, the 
person having a “simple” eye strives to 
use what he has in furthering the advance- 
ment of true worship and assisting those 
in real need.

When a person’s eye is truly fixed on 
the Creator, he does not become over- 
anxious about ‘making a living.’ He ap- 
preciates the wisdom of Jesus’ counsel: 
“Stop being anxious about your souls as 
to what you will eat or what you will 
drink, or about your bodies as to what you 
will wear. Does not the soul mean more 
than food and the body than clothing? 
Observe intently the birds of heaven, be- 
cause they do not sow seed or reap or 
gather into storehouses; still your heaven- 
ly Father feeds them. Are you not worth 
more than they are?”—Matt. 6:25, 26.
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ministerial servant in the Harrodsburg, 
Kentucky, congregation of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses:

“For twenty-one years tobacco had been 
our main source of income. After coming to 
a knowledge of the Bible truth in recent 
years, we felt that raising tobacco was not 
right, since smoking is against Bible princi- 
pies. However, it wasn’t until April 1971 that 
we made up our minds not to raise tobacco 
any longer. The following year, 1972, we 
rented out our tobacco base, which is an 
allotment or right from the government to 
raise a certain amount of tobacco.

“But now our consciences will not let us 
do that, since we would be still making 
money from tobacco. So we decided to give 
up our right to this tobacco base altogether.”
If you were a tobacco raiser, would you 

make a similar decision? Jehovah’s wit- 
nesses have not attempted to set up rules 
and regulations as to what a person can 
or cannot do in these matters of employ- 
ment. But in a number of cases indi- 
viduals’ consciences have moved them to 
suffer material loss rather than be impli- 
cated in any way in the raising of tobacco. 
An elder in the Stanford, Kentucky, con-

IF YOU worked in a meat market, would 
you sell a tainted piece of meat? Or 

would you direct a pedes- 
t r i a n  a t  n igh t  down a 
s t r e e t  you  knew  led 
through a very dangerous, 
high-crime area?

It is unlikely that you 
would do these  th ings .
Why? For one reason, because your con- 
science—your inward sense of right and 
wrong—tells you that these actions are 
wrong.

However, a person, because of his train- 
ing and environment, may do things that 
are wrong according to God’s law without 
its bothering his conscience. But a Chris- 
tian should properly make adjustments 
upon learning how God views matters. His 
inward sense of what is right and what is 
wrong should motivate him to do what 
pleases God. Does your conscience do this? 
Are you conscientious in doing good to- 
ward all?—Gal. 6:10.

RAISING TOBACCO
In recent years much has been published 

regarding tobacco showing it to be harm- 
ful to health. In fact, the Royal College 
of Physicians in Great Britain said regard- 
ing this: “Cigarette smoking is now as 
important a cause of death 01s were the 
great epidemic diseases such as typhoid, 
cholera, and tuberculosis that affected 
previous generations in this country.” Fur- 
thermore, one who continues to smoke is 
not living in harmony with the Scriptural 
admonition to ‘cleanse himself of every 
defilement of flesh and spirit perfecting 
holiness in God’s fear.’—2 Cor. 7:1.

In view of this, is God pleased if one 
raises the tobacco that is used, and which, 
in effect, slowly poisons people and dam- 
ages their health?

Many Christians in recent months and 
years have concluded that they cannot 
conscientiously raise tobacco. Writes a
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have the faith to make such an adjust- 
ment in your employment? What if you 
had a large family to support? One of Je- 
hovah’s witnesses in the Williamstown, 
Kentucky, congregation explains why he 
made this personal decision:

“My wife and I and six children for years 
lived on a farm in Owen County, Kentucky. 
My job involved the planting and growing of 
three acres of tobacco in addition to working 
on the farm as a carpenter, with much of the 
work being to remodel tobacco barns. I was 
provided a home for my wife and children 
as part of the pay of my employer, and this 
enabled us to feel secure and unencumbered.

“However, when I read the article in the 
October 1, 1972, Watchtower on conscience 
I knew that I would not be able to continue 
to grow a crop of tobacco or to work on 
tobacco bams and still hold to a good con- 
science before Jehovah. So at the first op- 
portunity I explained to the farm manager 
that I would not be able to grow another 
crop of tobacco or work in tobacco barns 
because of reasons of conscience, and he 
accepted this.

“I fully realize this means moving out 
of the home on the farm provided by my 
employer and that I will have to find a new 
type of secular work in order to provide for 
my family. I do not have any doubts or 
fears about making this adjustment because 
I know that Jehovah truly takes care of 
those who are willing to obey him.”
In other cases, personal feelings of con- 

science have moved a number of Jeho- 
vah״s witnesses to quit jobs with cigarette 
and cigar companies. One of them, em- 
ployed for sixteen years at the General 
Cigar Company in Kingston, Pennsylva- 
nia, explained her personal feelings in this 
way: “Making cigars was not living up to 
Jesus״ command to ‘love your neighbor as 
yourself. ״ ״״

GAMBLING AND CONSCIENCE
What about gambling? Could promoting 

it also be compared, in effect, to directing 
a person into an area where his life would 
be in serious danger?
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gregation explains how he came to feel 
about having any part in tobacco growing:

“For the past thirteen years I have rented 
out my tobacco base, and received one-half 
of the receipts. However, I no longer feel it 
is right to receive an income from a product 
that is proven to be detrimental to health.
I cannot even conscientiously lease my to- 
bacco base to another farmer—not even if 
I agreed to receive nothing in return. I am 
going to have absolutely nothing to do with 
tobacco in any way.”
Also, one of Jehovah״s witnesses in 

Brooks, Kentucky, writes: “As soon as I 
saw the illustration in The Watchtower 
of the man and the tobacco pile with the 
question, ‘Is it consistent to talk of neigh- 
bor love and yet to produce tobacco that 
may ruin your neighbor’s health?״ that 
was it for me. I sowed the tobacco spot 
of ground in alfalfa. No more tobacco in 
any form for me.״״

A TEST OF FAITH
I t is not easy, however, for some per- 

sons to make such an adjustment. ״Their 
whole livelihood has depended on tobacco. 
So for them to maintain a clear con- 
science has required real faith. This is 
evidenced by the example of the Chris- 
tian elder in Wilmore, Kentucky, who 
writes:

“I am leaving the farm after many years. 
We have been raising cattle, grain and to- 
bacco. Since our work was on a tenant basis, 
the landlord would still want tobacco raised. 
After considering carefully The Watchtower 
on conscience, we can no longer raise tobacco 
as we can see that this would not be in 
harmony with our showing love to our 
fellowman.

“I am not physically able to hold a public 
job. We intend to leave the farm soon, 
knowing that with Jehovah’s help my wife 
and I will be able to care for ourselves in 
the short time left for this old system of 
things.”
If your conscience responded this way 

under similar circumstances, would you
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nents was troubled by this question when 
he began studying the Bible. “As I con- 
tinued to study,” he explained, “I kept 
thinking that if someone were to ask me 
where I worked, how could I tell him I 
loved my neighbor when I have a part 
in producing things to hurt others?” So 
he quit his good-paying job, and found 
other employment.

Many others have done similarly. A 
maintenance supervisor on a military in- 
stallation in Albany, Georgia, found other 
work because he realized that if he wanted 
to be a follower of Jesus Christ, the Prince 
of Peace, he could no longer be associated 
with war preparations. (Isa. 2:2-4; 9:6, 7) 
And a man at Robbins Air Force Base 
also quit for like reasons. “I now do main- 
tenance work elsewhere and receive about 
half what I used to make,” he notes.

A person is faced with many decisions 
involving his conduct and choice of em- 
ployment. There are things that are spe- 
cifically condemned in the Bible, such as 
stealing and lying. (Eph. 4:28; Col. 3:9) 
And there are Bible principles that show 
that it is improper to defile our bodies, 
which clearly indicate that defiling our 
bodies with harmful products such as to- 
bacco is wrong.—2 Cor. 7:1.

However, in some areas, matters are not 
so clear and we must individually be di- 
rected by our consciences as to what we 
will do. When our conscience is troubled 
by things that we are doing, how will we 
respond? How much will our love for 
neighbor affect the decisions we make? 
Are we willing to make sacrifices in or- 
der to do what is pleasing to God and to 
maintain a clear conscience? Jehovah God 
will bless eternally in his righteous new 
system those who act so as to have a clean 
conscience before him.—1 John 2:17; 
2 Pet. 3:13.
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A long-time Las Vegas card dealer, who 

worked himself up to floorman in charge 
of several dealers, notes: “Gambling kin- 
dies greed. I have watched dealers steal 
from one another and the casino. Men lose 
homes, families, and all self-respect, over 
a crap game.”

This Las Vegas floorman was making 
$25,000 a year. But he then began study- 
ing the Bible with Jehovah’s witnesses and 
learned God’s view on matters. He realized 
that he could never become a true follower 
of Jesus Christ while doing work that was 
directly connected with gambling. As a 
step toward getting a clear conscience, he 
quit his position and found other employ- 
ment. There are many similar experiences. 
A Reno, Nevada, resident writes:

“My wile and I were card dealers at 
Harold’s Club, well established in the ways 
of the world. It was not unusual for a 
friendly dealer to take home several hundred 
dollars after a shift of dealing. A conserva- 
tive estimate of our joint income was $40,000 
a year.

“Then, in 1968, we were privileged to learn 
the truths of God’s Word. After several Bible 
studies we realized we had to make a change 
in our occupation. As I had no training or 
skill, I at first found it difficult to find satis- 
factory employment, but after persevering 
in my efforts and in prayers to Jehovah, I 
became a truck driver and am now able to 
support my family adequately.”
How conscientious are you about doing 

good toward all? Would you be willing to 
give up a high-paying position to avoid 
doing work that contributes directly to en- 
couraging greediness and immorality?

SHOWING RESPECT FOR LIFE
Is making weapons for destruction con- 

sistent with doing good toward all? Would 
your conscience permit you to share in 
producing weaponry?

A man employed by a firm in the United 
States devoted to producing war compo-
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IS PHIFECI HEALTH ״  POSSIBU?
live out in the  coun t ry ,  
away from the heavy pollu- 
tion of the cities, free from 
the deterioration of old age. 
Mankind today staggers 
under the inherited burden 
of sin, and it is this that 
produces sickness and even- 
tually results in death. No 
imperfect human can liber- 
ate himself or anyone else 
from this condition. (Rom. 
5:12; Ps. 49:7-9) But God 
has provided the means by 
which such a release is pos- 

sible. He has done this through his Son 
Jesus Christ.

While on earth, Jesus demonstrated that 
those who exercised faith in him could 
have their sins forgiven and could by this 
means be restored to good health. Thus 
when he told a paralytic, “Your sins are 
forgiven,” the man was cured. (Mark 2: 
1-12) Jesus also showed that when he 
is given the kingdom of mankind as his 
domain, the paradise that mankind had 
enjoyed in Eden would be restored. It was 
a man who was dying alongside Jesus that 
said to him: “Jesus, remember me when 
you get into your kingdom.” This moved 
Jesus to reply: “Truly I tell you today, 
You will be with me in Paradise.”—Luke 
23:42, 43.

“Paradise” means “parklike garden.” 
The paradise home that God gave to the 
first human pair was lost through disobe- 
dience. (Gen. 3:1-7,17-24) Those who wifi 
gain life in the perfect environment of the 
restored paradise must show that they are

THE general health of 
people is deteriorat- 

ing  day  by day. I t  was 
alarm ing to the govern- 
ment of the United States 
some years ago when a 
high percentage of young 
men were found to be physi- 
cally unfit for military ser- 
vice. A report made later 
by the then president John 
F. Kennedy stated, with re- 
gard to his physical fitness 
program: “Twenty percent 
of all the country’s schools 
have no regular fitness program, and 20 
percent of our schoolchildren cannot pass 
a minimum test. Eighty percent cannot 
pass all the parts of a more comprehen- 
sive examination. . . .  And we have barely 
begun to work on the vast problem of 
adult fitness.”

This situation existing in what is gen- 
erally called one of the world’s most ‘ad- 
vanced’ nations shows that scientifically 
oriented society is not bringing people 
nearer to perfect health. Actually, the en- 
vironment essential to good health is be- 
coming increasingly polluted.

Nevertheless, there is a sure, firmly 
founded hope for perfect health in a per- 
feet environment. How can this be?

SOURCE OF TRUE HEALTH
To gain true health, something more 

than medical treatment and a good en- 
vironment is needed. As anyone who has 
gone to a doctor can tell you, medical ser- 
vices, while sometimes helpful, do not 
bring perfect health. Nor are people who
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was indeed “water of life.” The angel con- 
tinues with the description:

“And it must occur that fishers will 
actually stand alongside it from En-gedi 
[“Spring of the Kid”] even up to En-eglaim 
[“Spring of Two Calves,” about eighteen 
miles north of En-gedi, on the west shore of 
the Dead Sea]. There will come to be a 
drying yard for dragnets. In their kinds 
their fish will prove to be, like the fish of 
the Great Sea [the Mediterranean], very 
many.”—Ezek. 47:10.
The vision is very evidently one 

concerning Christ’s thousand-year reign. 
Therefore the fishers of this prophecy are 
not the “fishers of men” that Christ said 
his disciples would become. (Matt. 4:19) 
For, in the promised “new earth,” there 
will be no catching of men like fish to be- 
come disciples of Jesus.—2 Pet. 3:13.

So the appearance of fishers in Ezekiel’s 
vision merely portrays prophetically that 
the “water of life,” God’s provisions for 
life through Christ’s ransom sacrifice and 
priestly services, will impart real, vigor- 
ous health and life to humankind.

Today the conditions and circumstances 
affecting mankind are death dealing, like 
the environment of the Dead Sea. This is 
true not only of the modem polluted phys- 
ical environment, which man is progres- 
sively making worse. (Rev. 11:18) More 
importantly, it includes also the imper- 
fection, the inherited results of the sin 
of our forefather Adam, bringing death.

There is, however, yet another factor 
that makes perfect health in a paradise 
earth impossible under the present cir- 
cumstances. This fact is expressed in the 
apostle John’s statement, “The whole 
world is lying in the power of the wicked 
one.” (1 John 5:19; 2 Cor. 4:4) Satan the 
Devil invisibly controls the majority of 
mankind, and is the chief source of man’s 
woes. This is especially so now in this 
world’s time of the end.—Rev. 12:3, 4, 
7-13.
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not like Adam, but that they do God’s 
will, obeying him from the heart.

MIRACULOUS HEALING
God long ago showed that he recog- 

nized man’s needy state and that he cares 
and will remedy the situation. To his 
prophet Ezekiel he gave a vision wherein 
Ezekiel saw a “river of water of life” run- 
ning from Jehovah’s sanctuary, the Most 
Holy of the temple, where Jehovah was 
representatively present This water issued 
forth as a stream, but grew into a mighty 
torrent as it ran eastward toward the rift 
valley called the Arabah, and flowed di- 
rectly into the Salt Sea, the Dead Sea. The 
results that were brought about forecast 
a marvelous, happy fulfillment, one in 
which no one of mankind can afford not 
to take interest. Ezekiel reports on his 
vision:

“At that he [the angel of God] said to 
me: ‘Have you seen this, O son of man?’ 
Then he had me walk and had me return to 
the bank of the torrent. When I returned, 
why, look! on the bank of the torrent there 
were very many trees, on this side and on 
that side. And he went on to say to me: 
 This water is going forth to the eastern״
region and must go down through the 
Arabah. And it must come to the sea. It 
being brought forth into the sea itself, its 
water is also actually healed. And it must 
occur that every living soul that swarms, in 
every place to which the double-size torrent 
comes, will get life. And it must occur that 
there will be very many fish, because there 
is where this water will certainly come, and 
the seawater will be healed, and everything 
will be alive where the torrent comes.׳ ” 
—Ezek. 47:6-9.
There, in the salty, lifeless water of this 

lowest surface body of water on earth, 
Ezekiel saw a miracle take place. The sea 
began to swarm with living fish! The tor- 
rent had sweetened the waters so that they 
could support life!

Ezekiel was given live evidence that the 
formerly Dead Sea now was full of life— 
that the stream from Jehovah’s temple
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vironment when he placed the perfect Ad- 
am and Eve in the garden of Eden. When 
they rebelled they were driven out, be- 
cause to remain in the garden would be 
the privilege of perfect, righteous persons 
only.—Gen. 3:24.

Correspondingly, Ezekiel’s vision does 
not leave out this environmental feature 
important to perfect happiness. The angel 
went on to say:

“And alongside the torrent there will 
come up, along its bank on this side and on 
that side, all sorts of trees for food. Their 
leafage will not wither, nor will their fruit- 
age be consumed. In their months they will 
bear new fruit, because the water for them 
—it is coming forth from the very sanctuary. 
And their fruitage must prove to be for 
food and their leafage for healing.”—Ezek. 
47:12.
Jehovah assures us of the certainty of 

a paradisaic home by providing testimony 
at the mouth of two witnesses. (2 Cor. 
13:1) How? More than six hundred years 
after Ezekiel’s prophecy, Christ sent his 
angel to the apostle John with a corrobo- 
rative vision, proving that Jehovah is the 
God who does not change and whose pur- 
poses are sure of accomplishment. John 
reports on his vision of the heavenly “New 
Jerusalem” :

“And the broad way of the city was pure 
gold, as transparent glass. And he showed 
me a river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
flowing out from the throne of God and of 
the Lamb down the middle of its broad way. 
And on this side of the river and on that 
side there were trees of life producing twelve 
crops of fruit, yielding their fruits each 
month. And the leaves of the trees were for 
the curing of the nations.”—Rev. 21:21; 22:
1, 2.

John’s vision located the fulfillment of 
the vision at the time when Jehovah 
reigns through the kingdom of his Mes- 
siah, the “Lamb.” John’s and Ezekiel’s 
visions attest to the heartening good 
news that the torrent of life-giving water 
will be accompanied by the growth of
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Accordingly, the foretold ‘life-giving wa- 

ter’ will not flow to restore perfect health 
to mankind until God’s mighty Chief An- 
gel, Jesus Christ, removes Satan and his 
demons by hurling them into the “abyss” 
so that they cannot trouble the earth. 
Then the survivors of this world’s destrue- 
tion will be first to drink freely of life’s 
water. But they will not be the only ones. 
The river’s volume will provide enough for 
all resurrected mankind.—Rev. 20:1-3.

SOME WILL NOT BE HEALED
The fish pictured as caught in the salt 

sea’s miraculously sweetened waters were 
“clean” fish, edible under the Mosaic law, 
not unclean sea creatures. Likewise those 
healed by the life-giving waters will be 
those who exercise faith and obedience in 
pure worship. But what will happen if one 
is rebellious and disobedient to the laws 
and arrangements of that system of things 
under the rule of the Messianic “new heav- 
en”?—Rev. 21:1.

In answer, Ezekiel’s vision says of cer- 
tain areas not reached by the healing wa- 
ters: “There are its swampy places and 
its marshy places, and they will not be 
healed. To salt they will certainly be giv- 
en.” (Ezek. 47:11) In a figurative way, 
this would show that anyone who will- 
fully refuses Jehovah’s healing “water” 
will not gain everlasting life. I t is written 
concerning the resurrected ones under Je- 
hovah’s Messianic Kingdom: “This means 
the second death, the lake of fire. Further- 
more, whoever was not found written in 
the book of life was hurled into the lake 
of fire.” Such faithless, disobedient ones 
will be removed from the righteous human 
society of those who receive the “water” 
of life.—Rev. 20:14, 15.

A PARADISE ENVIRONMENT
Jehovah showed his purpose that per- 

feet humans have a perfect paradise en-
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did in the garden of Eden. Yes, just as 
he made ‘a covenant in connection with 
the wild beast of the field’ for the benefit 
and security of his ancient dedicated peo- 
pie in Israel, much more lasting will be 
his protection under Kingdom rule, against 
all dangers to life and health.—Hos. 2:18.

A knowledge of Jehovah’s undeserved 
kindness through Christ should move £111 
who see it to praise him. This praising is 
most effectively done by conforming our 
lives to the requirements set forth in his 
Word the Bible and by proclaiming this 
wonderful hope to others. (Rev. 22:17; 
Rom. 10:10) Nothing could be better than, 
in a condition of perfect health and in a 
beautiful, peaceful, crimeless and unpol- 
luted environment, to hear the words:

“Look! The tent of God is with mankind, 
and he will reside with them, and they will 
be his peoples. And God himself will be 
with them. And he will wipe out every tear 
from their eyes, and death will be no more, 
neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain 
be anymore. The former things have passed 
away.”—Rev. 21:3,4.

In the generations after Jehovah God brought 
the nation of Israel into a covenant, individual 
Israelites came into this covenant relationship 
by birth. They did not have to make a per- 
sonal decision to be servants of Jehovah God. 
Accordingly, heart appreciation was not a pre- 
requisite for being one of God’s covenant peo- 
pie. Yet throughout the course of history many 
individuals in the nation of Israel not only 
knew God's law but also cultivated heart ap- 
predation for it. Regarding the righteous one, 
Psalm 37:31 says: “The law of his God is in 
his heart.”

Nevertheless, there were features of the Law, 
including the sacrifices and cleansing proce- 
dures, that were not fully understood by the 
Israelites. This was because such features were 
pictorial of far greater things. Colossians 2:17 
tells us: ‘Those things are a shadow of the
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plants for beauty and good food, as 
was true of the original garden of Eden. 
A continual supply of life-sustaining pro- 
visions in abundance, not blighted by 
drought, disease or pests, will be there for 
humankind to enjoy, as if by means of 
fruit trees producing a fresh crop “each 
month.”

The “leafage” of those trees will be “for 
the curing of the nations.” This assures 
us that there will be perfect health con- 
tinuously, for obedient humankind.

All conditions will then be there for 
perfect health in happiness. Humans will 
be fully able to appreciate life, and the 
healthful, clean environment will make 
their happiness complete. There will be no 
fear that the waters will dry up, for their 
Source is inexhaustible. What energy 
those drinking thereof will have for work 
in taking care of the paradise, as Adam 
and Eve were commissioned to do but 
failed!

Jehovah, in blessing his people, will also 
bring about a balanced ecology just as he

•  Hebrews 8:10 states: “ ,This is the covenant 
that I shall covenant with the house of Israel 
after those days,׳ says Jehovah. ‘I will put my 
laws in their mind, and in their hearts I shall 
write them.’ " How, as mentioned in this text, 
are God’s dealings with those brought into the 
new covenant different from those who were 
under the old Law covenant?—U.S.A.

A consideration of the features of both cove- 
nants and the circumstances of those brought 
into the covenant relationship with God sheds 
light on the difference.
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into the new covenant as spirit-begotten Chris- 
tians were first of all taught God's requirements 
for salvation. Then, after Jehovah God opened 
their hearts to receive the divine ״word'״ or 
message in an appreciative way, they were 
moved to make a dedication or commitment to 
live in harmony with God's law as disciples 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. After symbolizing 
this dedication by water baptism, they were 
brought into the new covenant. Since Jehovah 
God made it possible for them to know and 
understand his law, as well as to have true 
heart appreciation for it, he indeed put his 
“laws in their mind" and wrote them “in their 
hearts," not on stone tablets.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
August 12: Organized to Praise God. Page 

393. Songs to Be Used: 22, 107.
August 19: Praise Jehovah with His People. 

Page 401. Songs to Be Used: 81, 57.
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things to come, but the reality belongs to the 
Christ." The Israelites carried out the cere- 
monial features of the Law primarily because 
they were commanded to do so and because 
of the strict penalties imposed for disobedience. 
Since they did not have the full understanding 
of these things, their heart appreciation was 
of necessity limited. Thus it can be seen that 
God's law was not inscribed on the mind and 
heart of every Israelite.

However, all those brought into the new cov- 
enant must make a commitment or dedication 
to serve Jehovah as disciples of the Lord Jesus 
Christ This calls for a public acknowledgment 
of Jesus Christ as the resurrected Lord and 
for faith in God, the One who raised Jesus 
from the dead.—Rom. 10:8-10.

Without knowing God's requirements for sal- 
vation and having a heart appreciation for 
them, a person simply could not exercise faith 
with his heart nor make a public declaration 
or acknowledgment with a view to becoming 
a baptized disciple of Jesus. Those brought
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