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ciples, you will find that they are practical. 
For when put into practice they work.

UNHAPPINESS FROM IGNORING BIBLE  
STANDARDS

In a world that is quite unhappy, you 
likely know among your acquaintances 
some who have unhappy family lives. 
Doubtless you have observed that selfish- 
ness, misunderstanding and neglect have 
been causes. You see in such families un- 
trained, frustrated, irritated children who 
have not received the love and direction 
they so much need.

Today the tendency is to make the fam- 
ily unit unimportant. But in your own ex- 
perience, are not families much happier 
where there is family unity, where the 
parents are real friends to their children 
and direct them in the right way to go? 
Who established this wholesome arrange- 
ment of the family as the basic unit of 
society? Man’s Creator, God. And where 
is it actually a law that the family unit 
be kept strong? In the Bible.—Gen. 10:31, 
32; Deut. 6:6, 7; Eph. 3:14, 15.

Many children, irritated by parental

W HAT a re  
the things 

that make people 
unhappy? Most 
common is the
inability to reach certain goals. Often 
there is a feeling of failure, resulting in 
frustration. Perhaps you have experienced 
this. You will probably agree that, to be 
fully happy, you must have a purpose in 
living.

However, a vague idea of your purpose 
will not bring success. Neither can it sue- 
ceed if carried out in a haphazard or care- 
less manner. You need “vision,” that is, 
guidance from a reliable source. All 
around us we see the results of following 
human wisdom: disorder, desperation and 
unrestrained violence. Actually, divine 
guidance is the only solution. Read how 
accurately the situation is described in 
the Bible at Proverbs chapter twenty-nine, 
verse eighteen.

The Bible tells us that its words are the 
words of God, and says: “The orders from 
Jehovah are upright, causing the heart to 
rejoice; the commandment of Jehovah is 
clean, making the eyes shine.” (Ps. 19:8) 
However, some persons are prejudiced 
against the Bible because of religious hy- 
pocrisy. But hypocrites are not following 
the Bible. If you follow the Bible’s prin­
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if they did so, would not the earth be a 
happier place to live?—Mic. 6:8.

If you were asked the question, ‘Do you 
know whether you are living up to really 
right standards, or not?’ could you sincere- 
ly answer Yes? If not, you will delight in 
looking into the Bible and discovering its 
pure, beneficial standards. Then you can 
have real satisfaction and happiness when 
you begin to check your own ways and 
find that you conform more and more to 
God’s standards. It costs something in time 
and effort, but you will find your life be- 
coming happier day by day.

In making such an investigation of the 
Bible you cannot rely on things that you 
have sincerely followed in the past through 
custom, religious tradition or professional 
counselors. Otherwise, why would condi- 
tions today be so bad, and why would the 
Bible say: “Quit being fashioned after 
this system of things, but be transformed 
by making your mind over, that you may 
prove to yourselves the good and accept- 
able and perfect will of God”?—Rom. 
12:2.

God’s own Son knew, and he said: “Man 
must live, not on bread alone, but on ev- 
ery utterance coming forth through Jeho- 
vah’s mouth.” (Matt. 4:4) Jehovah’s wit- 
nesses have found that, to the extent that 
they have measured up to the Bible’s stan- 
dards, they have found happiness, freedom 
from frustration, a restoration of human 
dignity and the feeling of fulfillment—a 
real purpose in life. They feel that their 
life is more in harmony with the purpose 
that God had in creating man and woman.

They cannot keep this good news to 
themselves. They are happy with what 
they have found and know that others are 
also seeking happiness. God is not partial. 
He holds out the same happiness for 
one who sincerely looks into his Word of 
truth, the Bible.—Acts 10:34, 35.
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neglect, have turned to drugs and violence. 
But had the parents only followed the Bi- 
ble’s principles on marriage and parental 
love, they might well have avoided such 
sorrows. Do you think it likely that the 
children would have gone the way they 
did if the parents had known and taken 
seriously the Bible’s advice: “You, fa- 
thers, do not be irritating your children, 
but go on bringing them up in the disci- 
pline and mental-regulating of Jehovah”? 
—Eph. 6:4.

Again, the Bible says: “Even when a 
person has an abundance his life does 
not result from the things he possesses.” 
(Luke 12:15) Today we see family life 
neglected because both husband and wife 
work, or husbands have two jobs. They 
choose to sacrifice family association and 
spiritual welfare for greater conveniences 
of life, often to give their children ‘more 
than they had.’

But does such concentration on material 
benefits bring happy results? No, it tends 
toward spiritual bankruptcy. In far too 
many cases the children, though provided 
even a college education, find their lives 
shallow and meaningless and are wholly 
unsatisfied. How Bible counsel would have 
benefited these families!

A SUCCESSFUL WAY OF LIFE
If you really take the Bible for what it 

says, you find that it presents the only 
practical, reasonable way in all avenues of 
life. For the Bible tells us how all of us 
ought to live and behave as humans. One 
of its writers says: “He has told you, O 
earthling man, what is good. And what is 
Jehovah asking back from you but to ex- 
ercise justice and to love kindness and to 
be modest in walking with your God?" 
What could be more reasonable than that? 
Should not everyone do these things? And
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eration undermining authority in every 
conceivable way. It may be in the form 
of extremely vocal and even violent dis- 
sent. Or, it may be the silent, but none- 
theless destructive, defiance of authority 
in areas that may go unobserved, among 
“just plain people״ who make up the ma- 
jority of todays society.

3Dr. Amitai Etzioni, chairman of Co- 
lumbia University’s Department of Sociol- 
ogy, commented on the “blatant disre- 
spect for authority, any kind of authority, 
that he sees in many college students,״ 
saying:

 After World War II, something broke‘״
down in child-rearing . . . There was a wide- 
spread reaction against authoritarianism 
—an overreaction it seems.. . .  Now we have 
all these children born in the 1940s, grown 
up, who cannot accept authority in any way 
—from a teacher, a cop, a judge, even from 
one another. . . .  I also see a danger to 
the civil order, the very fabric of society.” 
—The National Observer, Monday, February 
2, 1970, page 20.

United States Senator John L. McClellan, 
during an interview on reasons why crime 
keeps rising in the land, spoke in a similar 
vein:

 Another is the general climate in this״*
nation—of civil disobedience, of nonconfor- 
mity and of disrespect for authority—this 
so-called philosophy of each ״doing his own 
thing* irrespective of its relation to or impact 
upon others. A great deal of it is in the 
nature of rebellion against constituted au-

3. How do prominent persons speak of the current 
trends with regard to respect for authority?

ONE morning in October 1969, the city 
police in Montreal, Canada, instead 

of reporting for duty, went to an arena to 
discuss strike tactics. How would the peo- 
pie of the city react to this sudden ab- 
sence of police authority? As anticipated, 
rioting and looting broke out at the hand 
of thugs, militant students and other op- 
portunists. But what about the ordinary 
citizen, the person who might be one’s 
next-door neighbor? An eyewitness re- 
ported:

“I don’t mean hoodlums and habitual law- 
breakers, I mean just plain people committed 
offenses they would not dream of trying if 
there was a policeman standing on the cor- 
ner. I saw cars driven through red lights. 
Drivers shot up the wrong side of the street 
because they realized no one would catch 
them.”—The New York Times, Friday, Oc- 
tober 10, 1969, page 2.
2 Is your view of authority the same as 

that of these “just plain people”? Is au- 
thority just something to tolerate, yet to 
flout if given the opportunity? O f course 
not!’ you might respond. But careful self- 
scrutiny is in order, since one’s thinking 
and actions may have been influenced in 
ways one does not realize. To most of to- 
day’s generation, “authority” is a word 
with a distasteful ring; they feel that au- 
thority unduly restricts freedom of action 
that even the most conservative persons 
would like to have. So we find this gen-
1, 2. (a) How is the common view of authority illus- 
trated? (b) Why is it important to us to examine 
our own view of authority?
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air of the modem world, a defiance of 
authority, a contageous irresponsibility, a 
kind of moral delinquency no longer re- 
strained by religious or ethical faith.” This 
“something in the air” is simply a result 
of the current activities of what the Bible 
terms the “ruler of the authority of the 
air, the spirit that now operates in the sons 
of disobedience.” (Eph. 2:2) Today’s gen- 
eration is seeing the abundant fruitage of 
this one’s work in cultivating disrespect 
for authority. However, the roots of it go 
back to this ,ruler’s’ encounter with the 
first human pair.

6 Since at all costs one should want to 
avoid being viewed by God as a ‘son of dis- 
obedience,’ it is wise to examine the kind 
of thinking that the “ruler of the authori- 
ty of the air” has engendered among man- 
kind. This was first illustrated with Adam 
and Eve, when they were tested as to 
their view of the Creator’s authority as 
ruler. God asserted his right to make and 
enforce laws to govern his creation. He 
clearly defined the bounds of their free- 
dom. Their obedience would constitute ac- 
ceptance of his supreme authority or sov- 
ereignty over them. He said: “From 
every tree of the garden you may eat to 
satisfaction. But as for the tree of the 
knowledge of good and bad you must not 
eat from it, for in the day you eat from it 
you will positively die.”—Gen. 2:16, 17.

7 The one who was later termed the “rul- 
er of the authority of the air” took it upon 
himself to question Jehovah’s authority. 
In doing so he became Satan, which means 
“opposer.” Speaking through a serpent, 
he questioned Jehovah’s rightful assertion 
of authority by misrepresenting God’s 
command. Satan asked Eve: “Is it really 
so that God said you must not eat from 
every tree of the garden?” (Gen. 3:1) Eve
6, 7. (a) How did man’s Creator test the way Adam 
and Eve viewed his authority? (b) How did Satan 
break down their respect for authority, and why is 
knowing this important to us?
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thority.”— U.S. N ew s & W orld R eport, March 
16, 1970, page 18.

4 Just what is authority, that it should 
provoke such increasingly hostile feelings 
toward it as are to be found on every side 
today? One dictionary says that it is “pow- 
er to influence or command thought, opin- 
ion, or behavior.” Those in authority, then, 
influence or command a person’s actions 
in a course on which he may or may not 
wish to go. As a result, the exercise of 
authority has come to be considered by 
many as contrary to freedom. In the sense 
of removal of authority, freedom has been 
cast by some as the ultimate goal toward 
which men are striving. An American 
philosopher of the last century, Henry 
Thoreau, in his essay “Civil Disobedience,” 
put it this way:

“I heartily accept the motto,—‘That gov- 
ernment is best which governs least;’ . . . 
Carried out, it finally amounts to this, which 
also I believe,—‘That government is best 
which governs not at all.’ ”— Man & The 
S ta te: The P olitical Philosophers, page 301.

A modem teen-age film star expressed the 
same feeling in the vernacular of today: 
“I t’s rotten to take orders from anyone. 
. . . there are dads who think they have 
the divine right to rule their offspring 
simply because they have engendered 
them.” (New York Sunday News, Novem- 
ber 17, 1968) With this kind of thinking 
becoming the norm rather than the excep- 
tion, is it any wonder that “the very fab- 
ric of society” is in danger?

THE SOURCE OF DISRESPECT FOR 
AUTHORITY

*What is causing this powerful move- 
ment to throw off the bonds of all author- 
ity? A comment in the International Her- 
aid Tribune of June 7, 1968, inadvertently 
refers to the primary source of disrespect 
for authority: “There is something in the
4. (a) What is authority? (b) How have some expressed 
their view of authority?
5. How is the source of disrespect for authority iden- 
tided?
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tional demonstrating and often involving 
violence. Adults also often use disparaging 
terms for law officers and elected officials 
and even these officials publicly denounce 
their political opponents in an uncompli- 
mentary fashion, thus setting a poor ex- 
ample for youth. If adults behave this way, 
is it not to be expected that youthful ob- 
servers would have little regard for their 
demands to show respect?—Prov. 26:22.

9 Another factor that influences some in 
their view of authority is the fact that 
those in authority often abuse the power 
they have. The father, the divinely au- 
thorized head of the household, can be- 
come a tyrant. Public scandal makes vis 
aware of the common practice of bribe 
taking by police and politicians. (Prov. 
29:4) Political leaders frequently mislead 
the public with statements that are later 
shown to be untrue, and a “credibility 
gap” results. Getting a favorable judgment 
in a court of law is too often only for 
those who can afford a “good” lawyer, 
and through the efforts of these unscrupu- 
lous lawyers they may even “buy” exemp- 
tion from punishment for crimes they do 
commit. Minorities suffer. In other in- 
stances, there are clearly wicked men who 
misuse authority through force, such as 
Hitler and other despots who have arisen 
in recent years.

10 Seeing apathy or failure to act on the 
part of authorities contributes to a feeling 
of scorn for their double standards of met- 
ing out justice. It is a matter of general 
knowledge that in many countries the 
underworld of crime is almost immune 
from criminal prosecution, even being 
called “untouchable” by the public in the 
United States. This apathy encourages 
other persons to a lawless course. Senator 
McClellan pointed this out in his further 
comments on why crime keeps rising in
9. In what ways have men abused their authority?
10. How has apathy on the part of authorities en- 
couraged disrespect?
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knew that God had not unduly restricted 
their freedom by forbidding them to eat 
from every tree. He had set only a reason- 
able limitation, just one tree. When Eve 
indicated that she knew this, Satan went 
on to charge God with lying to keep the 
humans under His authority, claiming that 
their life did not depend on obedience, and, 
in fact, there would be new vistas of free- 
dom open to them if they defied Jehovah’s 
rulership. This is the same false premise 
that Satan continues to use today in lead- 
ing men from all forms of authority. The 
course of self-determination and indepen- 
dence is made to appear as enticingly pref- 
erable to being governed by the wishes of 
another. If Satan can make one chafe un- 
der authority just a little, then the way is 
set for more serious rebellion in the fu- 
ture.—Gal. 5:9.

OTHER FACTORS AFFECTING ONE’S VIEW
8 There are a number of additional fac- 

tors that may affect one’s view of author- 
ity. It is good to be aware of them so they 
will not turn our thinking in the direction 
that the rest of this system is going. For 
instance, there is the poor example set by 
adults who are in authority or supposed 
to be upholding it. Civil servants such as 
the police, teachers and mailmen, parents 
and even the clergy ostensibly advocate 
law and order but often they do not want 
to end their own illegal actions. This has 
led many persons to conclude that the law 
is to be obeyed only if it does not result 
in personal inconvenience or interfere with 
selfish interests. So we find them evading 
taxes or customs duties in devious ways, 
breaking traffic laws when they think they 
can get away with it, stealing from their 
employers by “padding” expense accounts 
or by walking away with company prop- 
erty. They participate in illegal strikes 
accompanied by name-calling and emo-

SEeWATCHTOWER.

8. How does example affect one’s view of authority?
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even to direct his step.” (Jer. 10:23) The 
Christian must be guided, then, in his 
view of contemporary authorities, and au- 
thority generally, by his Creator. The 
right view is made clear in two ways: 
(1) by observing the physical principles 
demonstrating the value and necessity of 
authority as found in the laws of creation 

and (2) by learning right 
principles provided in the 
Creator’s written revelation 
of his view of authority, 
the Holy Bible. We can here 
briefly review some of these 
principles.

BIGHT VIEW OF AUTHORITY 
SUGGESTED BY CREATION

18We are governed 
by certain  physical 
laws that restrict our 
actions or make us do 
things. In some cases 
this is quite forcible. 
For example, your 
body ‘influences’ or 
‘commands’ you with 
undeniable authority 

to take in fuel, food. If you 
want to stay alive, you must 
eat. Your body must also rid 
itself of the wastes produced 

through its metabolism. It gives one an 
authoritative command, as it were, to 
eliminate. Consider your need for sleep, 
air and water. Your body commands you, 
and eventually will force you, to obtain 
these things even though you may desire 
otherwise. Do you feel that your freedom 
has been taken away from you because of 
these things? Are you going to rebel and 
become violent with your body simply be- 
cause it exercises a form of authority over 
you? This would be absurd, would it not?

the United States: “Crime that goes un- 
punished breeds crime. . . . the chance of 
being apprehended, convicted and pun- 
ished for a serious crime is less than 1 out 
of 20.” (U.S. News & World Report, 
March 16, 1970, pages 18, 19) This bears 
out what the wise King Solomon said: 
“Because sentence against a bad work has 
not been executed speedily, 
that is why the heart of 
the sons of men has be- 
come fully set in them to 
do bad.”—Eccl. 8:11.

11In review, we can see 
that a number of things 
may affect one’s view of 
authority. The influence of 
Satan, man’s own fleshly 
tendencies, poor human ex- 
amples, abuse of power and 
failure to act, all serve to 
cause persons to develop a 
feeling of rebellion toward authority. 
Truly, “man has dominated man to his 
injury.” (Eccl. 8:9) With such an un- 
pleasant picture of the exercise of au- 
thority through the years, many per- 
sons use such things to 
rationalize the course they 
take in opposition to au- 
thority when they break 
laws or engage in various 
forms of dissent. But should these things 
unbalance our view of authority and the 
purpose it serves? Should they cause us 
to rebel outspokenly against what we con- 
sider to be the wrongs perpetrated on 
those subject to authority? Should they 
make us resentful in less obvious ways 
and ready to disobey authority whenever 
we think we will not be seen or can “get 
away with it”?

12 One thing that should be evident from 
the observations made thus far is that “it 
does not belong to man who is walking

Your body ‘commands' you 
to eat and sleep. Are you 
going to rebel because of 

Its authority over you?

13. (a) How does your body exercise authority over 
you? (b) How do you react to your body's commands?

11. What questions does the foregoing raise?
12. How can we learn the proper view of authority?
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place as that of others! What if one’s legs 
were customarily of differing lengths? 
However, this is not the case. A designer 
with the authority to do so has already 
standardized our bodies for us. The Bible 
psalmist David said in admiration: “And 
in your book all its parts were down in 
writing.” (Ps. 139:14-16) I t  was not left 
up to us to determine these things. Yet 
within the bounds of His standards, He 
has allowed for endless variety and free- 
dom of choice, to our delight. Applying 
the principle of uniformity to life today, 
we find benefits and a clear need of some 
authority to determine standards. There 
are weights, measures and monetary ex- 
change to be decided, as well as the side of 
the road on which to drive. I t is obvious 
what would happen if each one were to 
do as he wished in these matters. The 
exercise of authority, then, eliminates con- 
fusion and provides a measure of safety 
by setting up certain standards.

16 From our brief review of some laws 
of creation, we can see that the exercise 
of authority through them works to keep 
us alive and makes for orderly existence. 
It does not inhibit freedom in the true 
sense when we recognize its direction and 
work in harmony with it. Authority evi- 
dent in creation actually contributes to 
our joy in living.

BIGHT VIEW OF AUTHORITY COMES 
FROM THE CREATOR

17 God’s arrangement of authority to 
guide intelligent creatures is necessary be- 
cause he gave them something that only 
the omnipotent Creator could give, the 
ability to choose their own direction, a 
“free will.” He realized that this freedom 
brings them a choice among alternatives, 
some of which may not be in the best in- 
terests of the one choosing or of others.
16. What are some of the benefits that men gain from 
the exercise of authority?
17. What is it in man that makes authority necessary? 
Illustrate.
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Those who try  to violate these physical 
laws only harm themselves. Yet the proper 
adherence to them is beneficial and can 
actually bring pleasure. Who does not en- 
joy a good night’s sleep? . . .  a delicious 
meal? . . .  a cold glass of water on a hot 
day?

14 The same is true of laws outside our 
bodies and which we must obey. The ex- 
istence of stairways and elevators is a con- 
stant reminder of the power that gravity 
exerts over us. Would you deny the au- 
thority of gravity by stepping out of a 
tenth-floor window instead of using the 
stairs? Even though these laws are in- 
flexible and continual in their effect, who 
can deny that they are really quite bene- 
ficial? Gravity holds to the earth its at- 
mosphere, oceans and other things so nec- 
essary to life. If we recognize the laws 
of creation and work in harmony with 
them, we may find that they can be used 
for even greater benefit and pleasure. For 
example, men recognized the authority of 
the law of gravity, studied it along with 
other applicable laws, and they eventually 
developed the airplane. This is not a rebel- 
lion against the authority of gravity any 
more than the existence of birds or flying 
insects would be considered such. They 
are merely working in harmony with di- 
vinely instituted laws, with benefit to those 
who recognize them.

15 Another area in which authority pro- 
vides real benefit to us is found in the uni- 
formity of the universe. The human body 
illustrates this. Its organs, with rare ex- 
ceptions, are always found in the same 
location, and all of the external body mem- 
bers are arranged symmetrically. Imagine 
the chaos in the practice of medicine, and 
especially surgery, if a person’s appendix 
could not be counted upon to be in the same
14. Give an example of authority exercised by a law 
of creation.
15. (a) How is authority demonstrated in the standards 
of the universe? (b) What are some standards that 
affect our lives today?
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for his children. The apostle Paul 
wrote: “God is dealing with you 
as with sons. . . . for whom Jeho- 
vah loves he disciplines.” (Heb. 
12:6, 7) Jehovah’s exercise of au- 
thority may take the form of 
needed discipline or counsel, just 
as with a human father who ad- 
ministers these to his children. But 
it shows that he cares, he is in- 
terested and wants the best for 
the one who receives his direction. 
And it makes for peaceful relations 
with God and one’s fellowman, as 
the apostle goes on to say: “After- 
ward to those who have been 
trained by [discipline] it yields 

peaceable fruit, namely, righteousness.” 
—Heb. 12:11.

NEED FOR CIVIL AUTHORITY
19Even though the full benefit of Je- 

hovah’s arrangement for governing has 
been temporarily interrupted with respect 
to earthly government, he acknowledges 
that some form of authority must exist 
until his rule is fully restored here. There- 
fore, we find that Christians are told to 
“be in subjection and be obedient to [ex- 
isting civil] governments and authorities 
as rulers” rather than rebel against them 
because they have imperfections. (Titus 
3:1) These “authorities” help to maintain 
a measure of order in society, without 
which chaos from anarchy would reign. In 
this the authorities reflect the remnants 
of man’s God-given conscience. (Rom. 2: 
14, 15) They have the necessary author- 
ity to sustain some degree of order in 
areas such as public services (sanitation, 
water supply, mail, highway construction, 
education); crime, fire and judicial pro- 
tection; government relief measures and
19. (a) What purpose do civil authorities serve? 
(b) What things do we receive from civil authorities, 
and what do we give in return?

Therefore, a form of guidance would be 
necessary so that intelligent creatures 
might live peacefully and equitably. To 
illustrate, a man might wish to build his 
home in a certain beautiful spot, but would 
his choice infringe on the freedom of oth- 
ers? The spot may have already been se- 
lected by someone else, or perhaps it 
would be a fine location to set aside as a 
community park for the benefit of every- 
one in the locality. Clearly there must be 
a way of deciding what is best for all, 
since men must exist alongside other men. 
God’s way of doing this is through the 
principle of headship.

18 The headship principle is illustrated at 
1 Corinthians 11:3: “I want you to know 
that the head of every man is the Christ; 
in turn the head of a woman is the man; 
in turn the head of the Christ is God.” 
When expanded to include all intelligent 
creatures and their activities, this principle 
permeates Jehovah’s arrangement for gov- 
eming the universe, including us here on 
earth. It demonstrates a warm concern 
for His creatures, not a disinterested aloof- 
ness. It is the concern of a loving father
18. How has Jehovah arranged the exercise of author- 
ity? What does this show about Jehovah?
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13:1, 2; John 19:11) He realizes that it is 
necessary to render relative subjection to 
the authority exerted by those in various 
phases of secular life—the teacher, the 
employer, the policeman, the judge and 
the tax collector. He continues to maintain 
this Godly viewpoint despite apparent 
abuses or shortcomings of present authori- 
ties, realizing “one that is higher than the 
high one is watching, and there are those 
who are high above them.” (Eccl. 5:8; 
Prov. 15:3) He remains confident that Je- 
hovah’s will is to exert his loving authority 
through “an administration at the full 
limit of the appointed times.” (Eph. 1:10) 
He looks to the time when “all authority 
. . . in heaven and on the earth” will be 
administered by Jesus through faithful 
Christian servants like those who are 
working hard now among him and his 
Christian brothers.—Matt. 28:18.
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safety legislation (construction, fire pre- 
vention, sanitation, pollution, food, drug, 
traffic). In recognition of these benefits, 
the Christian gives the secular authorities 
relative subjection and taxes. (Rom. 13: 
6, 7; Mark 12:17) As a result, he can, for 
the most part, “go on leading a calm and 
quiet life with full godly devotion and 
seriousness” under men “who are in high 
station,” the governmental authorities. 
—1 Tim. 2:2.

20 So what is the mature Christian’s 
view of authority? First, he appreciates 
that it is necessary to all aspects of his 
existence. He sees in the Creator’s exer- 
cise of it a loving interest in the welfare 
of His creatures. He recognizes secular 
authorities now as serving in the Creator’s 
overall purpose and that they “stand placed 
in their relative positions by God.” (Rom.
20. How does the mature Christian view authority?
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and in many cases a loving provision for 
your benefit? Or do you look upon it as 
something to be circumvented if it be- 
comes inconvenient or contrary to what 
you would like? You can obtain a clear 
appraisal of your view of authority by 
briefly reviewing the areas of your life 
that are affected, considering situations 
that may arise as a result of the way you 
view it. These relationships can be broadly 
divided into two groupings, those outside 
and those inside the Christian congrega- 
tion. We will review them in turn.

THE majority of your relationships 
with other persons and the happi- 

ness you achieve from them are affected 
by the way you view authority. This af- 
fects family, religious and secular asso- 
ciations that cover almost every hour of 
every day. The important thing to remem- 
ber in these relationships is not just that 
you recognize authority, but how you view 
that authority. Do you see it as necessary
1. To what extent is your life affected by your view 
of authority, and how can you appraise what your 
view is ?
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be to take “a stand against the arrange- 
ment of God” for our time. (Rom. 13:2, 4) 
In Jehovah’s new order, we will need the 
right view of the authority that will be 
taken over by the Kingdom government, 
no doubt through earthly administrators. 
At that time these may have to handle 
much of what we now consider to be secu- 
lar functions. It would certainly be unwise 
to carry over an attitude of disrespect for 
men appointed to administer these things 
under God’s government.

4 Even in areas where secular authority 
and God’s authority seem to be in conflict, 
it is wise to show respect for governmental 
authority to the extent possible. For ex- 
ample, your child may attend a school 
where the educational authority requires 
children to learn about the theory of evo- 
lution. Would it be proper to speak slight- 
ingly of the teacher to your child and thus 
cultivate in him disrespect for this authori- 
ty? No; instead, you might explain that 
a Christian could show proper respect for 
authority by listening to what is taught, 
recognizing that the teacher is required to 
teach the subject. You could also point out 
that this does not mean that a person has 
to believe everything he hears, any more 
than he has to agree with the views of 
the political party in power merely be- 
cause it exercises authority over him. 
(Prov. 14:15) A proper, balanced view of 
the teacher’s authority is thus maintained 
without compromising Christian principles.

5 It is also unwise for one to be taken 
up by the current trends toward dissent 
against the existing civil authorities. Prov- 
erbs 24:21, 22 speaks about “those who 
are for a change” from the administration 
of Jehovah’s anointed king. The advice 
given is: “With those . . .  do not inter- 
meddle. For their disaster will arise so
4. Give an example of how to maintain a balanced view  
of secular authority without compromising Christian 
principles.
5. Is it wise to get involved with rebellion against 
existing authorities, and why?
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GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITY

*Your view of governmental authority 
usually is shown by the way you view 
representatives of the government under 
which you live. You may come in contact 
with representatives such as policemen, 
judges, government officials, tax collectors 
or teachers. In dealing with such authori- 
ties outside the Christian congregation, 
the proper view is reflected by recognition 
and acceptance of the principle of relative 
subjection. There is a common tendency 
to see the authorities as being inherently 
bad and thus disrespect them. This dis- 
respect often becomes evident in one’s fail- 
ure to obey what seem to be unnecessary 
or unjust laws such as certain traffic regu- 
lations, or one’s engaging in “little” dis- 
honesties in connection with customs and 
taxes. Or it may take the form of using 
derogatory slang names for policemen and 
other representatives of the government. 
With respect to this latter practice, it is 
interesting to note what Solomon advised 
Jews under the kingdom of Israel: “Even 
in your bedroom do not call down evil upon 
the king himself.” (Eccl. 10:20; Acts 23: 
5) And Peter showed that Christians 
ought to apply this principle to secular 
rulers today: “Honor men of all so rts ,. . .  
have honor for the king.”—1 Pet. 2:17.

3Why is this so important, since these 
authorities are part of a passing system? 
It is because of the view or mental out- 
look toward authority that it cultivates, 
not only in ourselves, but also in our chil- 
dren and those with whom we associate. 
The existing governmental authorities are 
now acting as “God’s minister to you for 
your good,” and must be viewed in this 
light, however imperfect the individual 
administrators may be. To take a position 
against them in even small matters would
2. (a) How does one's view of governmental authority 
become evident? (b) What is the proper way to view 
such authorities ?
3. Why is it important to develop the proper view 
of governmental authority now?
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employees during hours he has agreed to 
work for his employer. He ought to ask 
himself: “Is this honest? Is it fair to my 
employer? If I asked my employer if I  
could do these things, what would his re- 
ply be?״ Whether the employer is him- 
self dishonest or unfair does not enter into 
the matter. Any activity beyond what you 
have agreed with your employer to do 
during the time he is paying you would 
make your view of his authority suspect. 
A person who does these things would not 
like to think of himself as a thief, but do 
his actions not amount to taking dishon- 
estly time for which the employer is pay- 
ing?—Heb. 13:18.

7 Another related matter that is good to 
think about is this: “Have I let other em- 
ployees influence my view of the employ- 
er’s authority? Do I follow their bad hab- 
its of coming to work late, stopping early 
or just ‘loafing’?” The Bible’s counsel re- 
specting a person’s relationship to his 
“owner” or employer is: “Please them 
well, . . . not committing theft, but ex- 
hibiting good fidelity to the full, so that 
[the Christians] may adorn the teaching 
of our Savior, God, in all things.” (Titus 
2:9, 10; Col. 3:22, 23) One can ‘commit 
theft’ in ways other than taking money or 
things from one’s employer, as shown 
above. Also, if, without the knowledge of 
one’s employer, one takes off paid “sick 
leave” when really not ill, one is showing 
disrespect for the employer’s authority as 
well as Jehovah’s laws on lying and theft. 
In these things considered “little” by em- 

ployees in general, one can reflect 
on one’s view of authority and 

whether one has the Christian 
traits that Jehovah desires of 
those who will live in His new 

order. One can show one’s

suddenly, that who is aware of the ex- 
tinction of those who are for a change?” 
This principle could certainly be applied 
by Christians faced with the modern re- 
bellion against authority, which rebellion 
often takes the form of violence. The ones 
hurt most are usually the rioters them- 
selves. The Christian will wait on Jehovah 
to remedy mankind’s ills when His king- 
dom “stone . . . cut out not by hands” 
strikes and crushes “all these kingdoms” 
without any overt acts on our part.—Dan. 
2:34, 44.

EMPLOYMENT
• Often in this old system of things the 

policy is to do as little as possible for one’s 
secular employer, just enough to “get by.” 
Sometimes employees are heard to brag 
about how little they can do on the job 
and “get away with it.” One who knows 
what the Bible indicates about the near 
future might even rationalize: “The busi- 
ness will soon be destroyed at Armageddon 
anyway, so why work hard to perpetuate 
it?” He may even use such specious rea- 
soning to condone spending time when he 
is unobserved to do other things, such as 
prepare a Bible talk or preach to other

6. (a) How do some view the 
authority of their employer? 
(b) Can such a view be justified? 
Why?

Do you respect the 
authority of your 
employer, or do you 
do as little as you 
think you can get

7. (a) How are some influenced by 
others on the job? Illustrate, (b) How 
is the proper view of authority in 
employment displayed ?
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of refreshment and les work for the par- 
ent who is willing to put forth the effort 
in early stages to instill in him a deep 
respect for parental authority.

9 The parent who indulges his child, let- 
ting him have his own way rather than 
exerting parental authority where called 
for will find this result to be true: “If 
one is pampering one’s servant from 

youth on, in his later life he 
will even become a thank- 
less one.” (Prov. 29:21) 
Youths have meager thanks 
to give a parent who does 
not show enough interest 
to give of himself with dis- 
cipline rather than of his 
pocketbook with material 
things. You parents are 
largely responsible for your 
child’s view of authority 
and there is little sympathy 
to be found in God’s Word 
for those who say: “I just 

can’t control my child.” 
Youths’ view of parental 
authority has a profound 
effect on the way they 
view authority outside 
the family as well; thus 
parents should consider 
carefully the next time 

they would rather “rest” than administer 
needed discipline.

10Another thing that strongly affects 
youths’ view of authority is what they ob- 
serve of the way parents display their own 
view in application of the headship prin- 
ciple. (1 Cor. 11:3) Does your husband 
constantly say when his child asks for 
a decision on something: “Go ask your 
mother”? Are you a wife who usually op- 
erates independently of her husband, ex-
9. (a) Do children appreciate parents who do not 
exercise authority? (b) How far-reaching is parents״ 
cultivation of respect for authority in children?
10. How can a Christian wife enhance her children’s 
view of authority, and with what benefits to herself?
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proper view of authority by finding joy 
in accomplishment, mastering one’s job 
and becoming efficient at it, thus develop- 
ing good habits for the future when one 
will be under the authority of Jehovah’s 
righteous overseers.

FAMILY AUTHORITY

8Moving on to relationships inside the 
congregation, we come to 
that between parent and 
child. With regard to pa- 
rental authority, it is not 
up to the child to develop 
the proper view on his 
own. Parents must take 
the initiative, especially 
in the child’s early for- 
mative years. This means 
to do as the Proverb 
(13:24) advises: “The
one loving [his son] is 
he that does look for him 
with discipline.” When 
discipline is needed, fol- 
lowing through every 
time with well-thought- 
out correction and coun- 
sel usually creates in 
children a fine respect 
for parental authority.
However, to many par- 
ents, this seems just too much effort to 
make when they want rest from the cares 
that come with the other aspects of their 
lives. The farsighted parent, though, sees 
beyond the immediate work of disciplining 
his child. He sees the heartwarming bene- 
fits that a child who has developed the 
proper view of authority can bring to all 
the family. Solomon said: “Chastise your 
son and he will bring you rest and give 
much pleasure to your soul.” (Prov. 29:17) 
So a child will actually prove to be a source
8. (a) Whose responsibility is a child's view of au- 
thority? (b) Is it easier to be a parent who is lax 
in administering discipline?
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A  child will be a source of re- 
freshment and less work to the 
parent who instills in him a deep 

respect for parental authority
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respect to the limit, if she has the proper 
view of authority, she will not a t once 
assume that her case is the exception. She 
will first examine herself and endeavor to 
apply the sound principles of God’s Word 
and the suggestions of His servants.

CONGREGATIONAL· AUTHORITY
12 Somewhat similar to the authority of 

male over female in marriage, in the 
Christian congregation the man also has 
certain authority over the woman. This is 
sometimes difficult to accept for the worn- 
an who has been “emancipated” in modern 
society. The majority of those in Jehovah’s 
organization are women, and for them to 
assent to male authority is a testimony 
to the way Jehovah’s Word can work. A 
woman coming into this organization who 
has a secular job where she has authority 
over a large number of others, including 
men, may find it difficult to restrain her- 
self in the presence of a male who is not 
so able to direct others as she is. How- 
ever, if she continues to accept her place 
in Jehovah’s arrangement and see in it 
His way, she will make a valuable contri- 
bution to the peace and harmony of the 
congregation.—1 Tim. 2:12.

13 Thoughts or actions to the effect that 
one is superior in ability or judgment to 
the one in authority can result in frustra- 
tion to the individual and dissension in the 
congregation. But what if we find it diffi- 
cult to submit to a certain decision or way 
of doing things set out by the overseer in 
authority? Rather than brooding over it 
or trying to make others see how wrong 
it is, display the proper view by accepting 
the direction of the one who has the ap- 
pointed authority to handle the matter. 
Even if your judgment is better in this
12. How is the arrangement of authority in the Chris- 
tian congregation to be viewed by women who are 
part of it?
13. When the individual disagrees with the decisions 
of those in authority, how should he view the situa-
tion?
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ercising all the authority with the chil- 
dren so that they come to you with almost 
everything instead of going to their fa- 
ther? You may find that this will contrib- 
ute to the above attitude in your husband, 
or perhaps it will cause him to become re- 
sentful of your taking over the father’s 
rightful authority. Try directing the chil- 
dren to their father on the more important 
issues. In many cases it will bring a three- 
fold benefit—he will find a feeling of ac- 
complishment in fulfilling his proper role 
as head, you will have the satisfaction of 
having a husband who really is the “head 
of the house” and the children will grow 
up with the proper view of authority. They 
will see parental authority as a stable and 
united front, worthy of their respect.

11One of the biggest problems a wife 
may have with regard to family authority 
is in the case where she has the more 
dominant or capable personality. Perhaps 
she finds it difficult to maintain the proper 
view of her husband’s authority if he does 
not measure up to her expectations. Two 
courses are open to her. She may take 
over his authority, though this is con- 
trary to God’s instruction, or she may 
show that she has the right view of au- 
thority, whether the authority meets up 
with her expectations or not. The wife 
who takes the latter course and lovingly 
looks to her husband for decisions will 
find herself much happier than if she tried 
to take over from him. By her humble 
and tactful consideration of him, he may 
even increase in the qualities necessary 
to the exercise of authority. This will en- 
hance the other qualities that caused her 
to love him in the first place, making for 
a happy relationship not possible without 
the Bible’s wise counsel. (Eph. 5:33) Even 
in situations that seem to test the wife’s
11. (a) What problem may arise with regard to a 
wife's respect for her husband's authority? (b) How 
will the wise wife handle the situation?
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not as arbitrary rules, but as an evidence 
of Jehovah’s loving interest in his wor- 
shipers.—Prov. 3:12.

16 Sometimes persons speak against the 
understanding of certain Scriptural teach- 
ings that the Watch Tower Society has 
set forth. For example, there were those 
who had difficulty accepting the change of 
understanding regarding the “superior au- 
thorities” of Romans 13:1. Some even 
stumbled from their dedicated relation- 
ship to Jehovah over this matter. They 
did not have the proper view of the au- 
thority of Jehovah’s organization for pro- 
viding spiritual “food at the proper time.” 
When some of the disciples had difficulty 
accepting what Jesus was teaching on one 
point, saying: “This speech is shocking; 
who can listen to it?” they “went off to 
the things behind and would no longer 
walk with him.” Peter, with the right 
view of Jesus’ teaching authority, realized 
there was no other place to go for truth 
and so remained in the way of life.—John 
6:60, 66-69.

JEHOVAH’S AUTHORITY
1T The most important relationship that 

one has is with one’s Creator through 
dedication. This, too, is affected by the 
way we view authority. Do we accept Je- 
hovah as the one “searching the heart” 
and therefore ‘in all our ways take notice 
of him’? (Jer. 17:10; Prov. 3:6) The way 
we can show respect for Jehovah’s author- 
ity in this personal dedicated relationship 
is by obedience, especially in areas that 
may be unobserved by others. Such things 
as self-abuse and wrong or immoral think- 
ing can be controlled when we have the 
proper view of Jehovah’s authority. ׳This 
will demonstrate how seriously we take 
our unique relationship with Him. We will
16. How have some been affected by progressive dis- 
pensation of spiritual food, but what is the right view?
17. How does one show one's acceptance of Jehovah's 
authority ?
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one case, are you better qualified or will- 
ing to handle his position in other re- 
spects? Then, too, one could be mistaken. 
Sometimes a seemingly wrong course 
turns out to be right in the outcome, per- 
haps through Jehovah’s direction.

14 And if someone should try  to stir up 
sentiment ‘for a change,’ by word and deed 
help him to get the proper view of author- 
ity. Then the one presiding ‘will not have 
to act with severity according to the au- 
thority he has, to build up and not to tear 
down.’ (2 Cor. 13:10; Heb. 13:17) The 
peace and harmony that come to the con- 
gregation when those in it have the proper 
view of authority is far more important 
than doing things in the most “efficient” 
way. If we have a suggestion that we are 
sure is important enough for consider- 
ation, it is best to wait for the proper time 
and in the right manner present it to the 
one with authority to handle it, just as 
Queen Esther did in ancient times.—Es- 
ther 4:11; 5:1, 2; 7:1-3.

16The visible governing body of Jeho- 
vah’s organization has also been given au- 
thority by Him to direct the work of His 
worshipers on earth at this time. (Matt. 
24:45-47) The congregation and its over- 
seers show their proper view of authority 
by accepting willingly its counsel provided 
through the printed page, letters or its 
traveling representatives. Sometimes there 
is a tendency to doubt the fitness of cer- 
tain counsel, perhaps about the matter of 
dress or hairstyle, regarding it as an un- 
due invasion of privacy and one’s “free- 
dom.” Yet one with the proper view of 
authority will realize the concern Jeho- 
vah’s organization has for the way God 
is represented to the world through us. 
(1 Cor. 4:9) He will view the instructions,

14. What can one do to help persons who complain 
against the decisions of the appointed overseer?
15. How should we view the authority of the visible 
governing body of Jehovah's organization?

SHeWATCHTOWER.



273

ing with men. He will no doubt use his 
representatives to administer the opera- 
tion of earthly activities. Do you find it 
difficult to accept the authority of these 
representatives in a spiritual way now?

Then how will 
you react if di- 
rected by them at 
that time to care 
for some mun- 
dane responsibili- 
ty such as collect- 
ing the garbage?

20 Remember, it 
was on this mat- 
te r  of respect 

for authority that the first man was 
tested and it may be that a t the end 
of Christ’s thousand-year reign this prin- 
ciple will also be involved in the final 
test. This could be indicated by the fact 
that there would be “nations in the four 
corners of the earth” that would be led 
to attack Jehovah’s authority as repre- 
sented by the “camp of the holy ones and 
the beloved city.” (Rev. 20:8, 9) Our view 
of authority is really a reflection of our 
understanding, our appreciation of Jeho- 
vah’s purpose in all its connected parts. 
When a person lacks understanding, then 
he becomes “like a horse or mule 
understanding, whose spiritedness is to be 
curbed even by bridle or halter.” (Ps. 32: 
9) Rather than be curbed at Armageddon 
or later, it is wise to develop and display 
understanding with respect to authority 
so we will be the kind of persons Jehovah 
wants in his new order of righteousness. 
Then we will work in harmony with his 
direction through Christ’s Kingdom reign 
and make our peaceful Paradise earth a 
grand testimony to the benefits that come 
when we have the right view of authority.
20. How may our view of authority be important to 
us in the future, and of what Is this view a reflection?
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be constantly conscious of his loving in- 
terest in us and accept the guidance of his 
authority in our lives. We will fear to vio- 
late his laws, not because of reprisals, but 
because we realize he knows what is best 
for us and that 
any other course 
would be to our 
harm.

18 One situation 
that is particu- 
larly difficult for 
some is when they 
“fall in love” with 
someone who is 
not dedicated to 
Jehovah. This is especially true where there 
are few potential marriage mates for one 
among those serving God. The question of 
how we view Jehovah’s authority in this 
matter where powerful emotions are in- 
volved becomes a very real one. One’s de- 
sire for “freedom” in this area could set 
in motion the chain of events that has 
drawn many back into the old system in 
bondage to a mate who has no respect for 
Jehovah’s authority or his righteous prin- 
ciples. Those with the proper view will 
not find themselves in this situation, be- 
cause they see Jehovah’s counsel in such 
matters not as just authority speaking, 
but as based on a loving interest in what 
is best for his worshipers, eternally. They 
will be content to wait until the situation 
cem be remedied in Jehovah’s way and 
due time.

AUTHORITY IN  THE NEW  ORDER
19 Now is the time to begin molding our 

thinking with respect to authority for the 
new order. There is no reason to believe 
that Jehovah will change his way of deal-
18. Illustrate how one’s view of Jehovah’s authority 
may be tested, explaining the proper view in this 
case.
19. When Is the time to cultivate the proper view of 
authority, and why ?
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this can change learning from a painful 
chore to something bringing enjoyment.

The ability to concentrate requires that 
we overcome another tra it characteristic 
of small children: impatience. Children 
usually want things NOW! And when they 
try to do something and do not succeed 
in a few attempts, they generally are ready 
to quit. Appreciating that some of the most 
worthwhile things in life take considerable 
time and effort to attain will help you not 
to give up easily.

Another trait to be overcome is that of 
undertaking things hastily, just on im- 
pulse. Proverbs 21:5 tells us: “The plans 
of the diligent one surely make for ad- 
vantage, but everyone that is hasty surely 
heads for want.” So, before you embark 
on some project or accept some assign- 
ment or job, first of all make sure it is 
something genuinely worth while.

In some cases the wise thing to do is 
not to finish what you start. How so? Be- 

cause sometimes it was a 
bad idea from the beginning.

Do You
FINISH
what you 

start?

c M 1

The goal may be a wrong 
one, one that is out of har- 

mony with right principles and the coun- 
sel of God’s Word.

On the other hand, the goal may not 
be bad in itself, but is it a good one for 
you? And is it worth the time and effort 
it is going to take to reach it? Do you 
have good reason to believe you can reach 
it?

Jesus told of the man who sets out to 
build a tower without first figuring out 
the cost and whether he can meet it or 
not. As Jesus said, the man may lay the 
foundation and then find that he can go 
no farther, causing observers to laugh and 
say, “This man started to build but was 
not able to finish.” (Luke 14:28-30) So, 
if you want to finish what you start, count 
the cost beforehand.

Weigh advantages against disadvan- 
tages. Ask others their opinion, especially

'UCH of human happiness comes 
through accomplishment. The 

person who decides to learn to play a mu- 
sical instrument, and stays with it until 
he can, gets enjoyment from it. The one 
who quits soon after starting
never gets that joy. Helpful facts that young

people want to knowThe same is true of man- 
ual arts, woodworking, car- 
pentering, mechanics, sewing, or projects 
of a mental kind, such as learning a lan- 
guage or mathematics. In any undertaking, 
assignment or job, if you see it through, 
you will get satisfaction and pleasure from 
it.

However, in this m atter of finishing 
what we start, we all have certain ten- 
dencies we have to outgrow or overcome.

WHERE THE PROBLEM LIES
For example, in our first few years as 

children we had a very limited attention 
span. Even in play a small child’s atten- 
tion does not stay fixed very long; it is 
easily distracted.

As we grow, our powers of concentra- 
tion develop. But to a large degree we have 
to cultivate these. It is worth it because
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coming just a series of failures and un- 
finished projects.

GOD VALUES THOSE WHO PERSEVERE
The Bible shows that God expects his 

servants to show determination, stick-to- 
itiveness. Consider Noah. The ark that he 
and his sons built was a three-story chest- 
like structure half again as long as a foot- 
ball field. It was no “weekend project.” 
But because he saw the job through to its 
finish, Noah and his family survived the 
Deluge and we, his descendants, are alive 
today.

Among Christians, the apostle Paul 
gives us a real example of tenacity and 
resourcefulness. To him, his particular as- 
signment or ministry was a treasure, 
worth enduring all manner of hardship to 
retain. He was willing to undergo tribula- 
tions, cases of need, beatings, stoning, im- 
prisonment, hard labor, sleepless nights, 
thirst, hunger, cold and lack of clothing, 
being falsely accused, experiencing dan- 
gers, not only from enemies of the truth 
but also from common criminals and even 
wild beasts and the forces of nature, as he 
traveled over land and sea. (2 Cor. 6:3-10; 
11:23-28) Because he was not a quitter, 
he could truthfully say he had ‘fought the 
fine fight, run the course to the finish, 
observed the faith.’ He was confident of 
coming off victorious and receiving the 
promised reward. (2 Tim. 4:6-8; Rom. 8: 
35-39) Would not you say he was a worth- 
while person to imitate?

DEVELOPING PERSEVERANCE IN  YOUTH
Youth is the time to begin building a 

pattern of perseverance, of seeing things 
through to their finish. In school, some 
courses are easier, some appeal to you 
more than others. But if you work just as 
hard or even harder a t those you do not
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your parents. Benefit from their experi- 
ence; they have made mistakes and can 
steer you away from these. The Bible is 
an outstanding source of wise and practi- 
cal counsel. King Solomon, for example, 
did about all a man can do in the way of 
seeking pleasure in purely material things. 
He gives us the result: I t was just “a striv- 
ing after wind.” So, why should we take 
up a similar worthless pursuit?—Eccl. 2: 
3-11; compare 1 Timothy 6:17-19.

Confidence that your goal is really 
worth while can keep you from quitting. 
Planning how to reach that goal is also 
vital. What steps or methods will you use?

Many young persons fail to finish what 
they start because they become discour- 
aged. They find that what they under- 
took is harder than they thought it would 
be. Or some unforeseen, and perhaps un- 
foreseeable, problems or obstacles spring 
up. What now?

It is easy to quit. But this situation re- 
veals what a person is really made of.

If you let hardships fill you with nega- 
tive and pessimistic thoughts, this will rob 
you of the strength to go on. Proverbs 
24:10 says: “Have you shown yourself dis- 
couraged in the day of distress? Your pow- 
er will be scanty.” Instead, look on the 
situation as a challenge. Rise to meet it 
with extra effort—extra thought, energy 
and time. Challenges can make life inter- 
esting if we do not run away from them. 
By overcoming, you grow in confidence 
and resourcefulness. You can then under- 
take future tasks with greater assurance 
and enjoyment.

So avoid developing a wrong habit or 
personality pattern of quitting just because 
the going gets hard. Otherwise, the next 
time things get difficult, your tendency 
will be to do the same, “throw in the 
towel,” quit. By not letting this habit get 
a start, you can keep your life from be-
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was “well reported on by the brothers” 
in two different towns. (Acts 16:2) That 
is why the apostle Paul selected him as a 
traveling companion. Timothy had unique 
privileges, going with the apostle through- 
out many parts of the Roman Empire. 
After about a dozen years of faithful ser- 
vice, he was entrusted with weighty re- 
sponsibility, was authorized to appoint 
overseers in congregations. (Phil. 2:19-22; 
1 Cor. 4:17; 1 Tim. 3:1-15) He did not 
have the best of health. (1 Tim. 5:23) 
But he heeded the apostle’s exhortation 
to “stay by” the things learned, to ‘ac- 
complish fully’ the particular ministry as- 
signed him, both in favorable season and 
in troublesome season, proving himself a 
real soldier of Christ Jesus, willing to 
endure hardships and unpleasantness. 
(1 Tim. 4:11-16; 2 Tim. 4:2-5; 2:3) Yes, 
Timothy could be relied on to stay with 
his assignment and do thorough work. He 
was a man to be trusted. But it took time 
and perseverance to merit that trust.

Yes, by proving yourself a person who 
sees things through, you can gain many 
privileges and benefits. Really, life itself 
is at stake in this matter. Jesus said of 
those following him: “He that has endured 
to the end is the one that will be saved.” 
(Matt. 24:13) We are in a race for life 
everlasting as persons enjoying God’s ap- 
proval. We will gain that prize only if we 
develop the ability to see things through, 
proving our mettle in the face of prob- 
lems and hardships. By finishing what we 
start in smaller things, we can persevere 
in the bigger ones too.—Luke 16:10; 
1 Cox’. 9 : 2 4 2 .Tim. 2:5 ־27; 

So “whatever you are doing, work at it 
whole-souled as to Jehovah, and not to 
men,” for it is from God that you will re- 
ceive the reward that really counts.—Col. 
3:23, 24.
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like so well, you get double benefit. You 
not only get knowledge but also strengthen 
your powers of concentration and deter- 
mination. Some educators say that the 
most valuable thing any of us get from 
school is learning how to study, how to 
apply ourselves, to dig out information, 
get the sense of it and make it our own.

So, too, with any jobs you take on out- 
side of school. Some jobs appeal, some do 
not. But you can learn something from 
any job. Do not look just at the surface 
or immediate benefits a job may give in 
training, abilities to be acquired, or pay. 
Think also of the molding effect it can 
have on you as a person. Even a simple, 
low-paying, laborious job can do a lot 
in maturing you and developing your 
strength of personality.

Learn perseverance too in personal re- 
lations. To be really happy we must be 
able to get along well with others, work 
effectively with others and get their co- 
operation, gain their respect, and feel we 
are appreciated by others. You cannot do 
this if you are quick to “give up on” peo- 
pie, initiating friendships and then drop- 
ping them at the first sign of disagreement 
or letting friction break up work arrange- 
ments with others. Examine yourself. Do 
you not sometimes give offense to others? 
Do you give up on yourself? Then why 
be quick to give up on others? Take the 
time needed to work out problems with 
patience and determination, building along 
positive lines, using thought and resource- 
fulness. (Compare Proverbs 14:29; 2 Timo- 
thy 2:23, 24.) Being able to do this is 
what spells the difference between sue- 
cess and failure in most marriages.

If you prove that you are not one who 
gives up easily, not a quitter or a dropout, 
you will earn the confidence and respect 
of others. While yet a young man, Timothy
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WHY DO JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES 
CALL ON YOI

W

of being robbed those practicing wickedness:
“Son of man, a watchman is 

what I have made you to the house 
of Israel, and you must hear from my 
mouth speech and you must warn them 
from me. When I say to someone wicked, 
‘You will positively die,’ and you do not 
actually warn him and speak in order to 
warn the wicked one from his wicked way 
to preserve him alive, he being wicked, 
in his error he will die, but his blood I 
shall ask back from your own hand. But 
as for you, in case you have warned someone 
wicked and he does not actually turn back 
from his wickedness and from his wicked 
way, he himself for his error will die: but 
as for you, you will have delivered your 
own soul.”
Someone may say: ‘Yes, go to those 

doing bad things. Why come to me?’ But 
note that the righteous also needed Eze- 
kiel’s message:

“And when someone righteous turns back 
from his righteousness and actually does 
injustice . . .  he himself will die because 
you did not warn him. For his sin he will 
die, . . . but his blood I shall ask back from 
your own hand. And as for you, in case you 
have warned someone righteous that the 
righteous one should not sin, and he himself 
does not actually sin, he will without fail 
keep on living because he had been warned, 
and you yourself will have delivered your 
own soul.”—Ezek. 3:1721־.
Why was the warning so urgent? Be- 

cause Jerusalem would soon (within six 
years) be destroyed by the Babylonian 
army, for the reason that the Jews had 
rejected God’s rulership of them and had

THEN you are 
busy, or you 

feel like relaxing and 
being left alone, it is 
disconcerting when 
you hear a knock at 
your door. Visions of 
unexpected guests, or 
of a salesman pressur- 
ing you to buy his 
product, make you re- 
luctant to answer. Or 
perhaps you are afraid 
or injured.

But the call that Jehovah’s witnesses 
make is a different type of call. They 
know, of course, that you may be busy, 
or even afraid. But they feel impelled to 
call because of a danger on the horizon 
that you may have been too busy to rec- 
ognize. (See Luke 21:34-36.) Jehovah’s 
witnesses truly call out of love and con- 
sideration for you. They believe that your 
life is in danger.

Moreover, the Witnesses count it an 
obligation to call on you. They would feel 
that they had failed of a duty and done 
you an injustice if they deliberately ig- 
nored your home. Why?

Because they have a direct command 
from God to warn you.

Is this actually true? Most of us know 
that Jesus Christ said that the good news 
would be preached in all the world. (Matt. 
24:14) But is it anyone’s duty to do so? 
Yes, on pain of death to them. How? A 
powerful illustration in the Bible leaves 
no doubt.

GOD’S “WATCHMAN”
This illustration clearly sets out God’s 

principles and way of dealing, and it is not 
something fictional, but it actually hap- 
pened on a national scale.

The illustration has to do with Ezekiel, 
a man whom God selected as his prophet 
and then informed him that he must warn
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contents, to make it his own. Then as he 
began to talk to those Jews exiled at Tel- 
abib, ‘Jehovah’s hand was strong upon 
him,’ strengthening him to express in his 
ministry the things written in the scroll, 
which were very bitter judgments from 
Jehovah.

Ezekiel, as a “watchman,” performed a 
valuable service to those Jews back there. 
How was he an illustration also for this 
time?

WeU, in 1918, during World War I, the 
nations claiming to be God’s people, or 
Christendom, brought much trouble to Je- 
hovah’s witnesses, in effect ‘killing’ their 
work. But in 1919 these witnesses for God 
were revived, given the symbolic “scroll,” 
receiving an understanding of all the viola- 
tions of God’s laws that Christendom had 
committed. The message was shocking, 
stunning. Just as Ezekiel was “stunned” 
for a time, so Jehovah’s witnesses took 
time to adjust to the awe-inspiring post- 
war work, which they saw had to be done 
world wide.

But now ‘the hand of Jehovah upon 
them was strong,’ and nothing could stop 
their proclamation. The Bible in its last 
book prophetically tells about the ‘killing’ 
and reviving of this witness work:

“And those of the peoples and tribes and 
tongues and nations will look at their corpses 
for three and a half days, and they do not 
let their corpses be laid in a tomb. . . . And 
after the three and a half days spirit of life 
from God entered into them, and they stood 
upon their feet, and great fear fell upon 
those beholding them.”—Rev. 11:9-11.
Now, as to his duty as watchman, Eze- 

kiel had to watch how the sons of Israel 
fulfilled their covenant obligations to God. 
If they did not, a great danger would fall 
on them. Likewise, the people in the so- 
called Christian nations have a serious, 
heavy danger hanging over them. This 
danger is not from crime, pollution or war, 
but the far greater danger of destruction
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additionally turned to corrupt practices. 
The destruction to come would be ter- 
rible. Both old and young, men and women, 
were to die in the streets, and children 
were to be dashed to pieces, after a long 
siege of the city. Famine conditions would 
become so serious that some would eat 
their own children.—Lam. 2:11, 12, 20, 
21; 4:4, 9, 10; 5:11, 12.

Ezekiel, though not in Jerusalem, backed 
up the prophet Jeremiah, who was in Je- 
rusalem, thus providing a second witness 
to the truth of the message God was send- 
ing. Doubtless it became well known in 
Jerusalem that Ezekiel, in Babylon, was 
also giving warning of Jerusalem’s doom. 
The Jews in Babylon surely were greatly 
stirred up by Ezekiel’s message. They too 
needed the message, lest God completely 
forsake them for their wrong, rebellious 
viewpoint.

In serving as watchman, Ezekiel, though 
he was commanded to speak God’s mes- 
sage, could not serve Jehovah God prop- 
erly unless he was in heart harmony with 
his work, unless he expressed in his min- 
istry the spirit of what he had to say.

For this reason God had Ezekiel sym- 
bolically eat a scroll. This scroll contained 
God’s judgments against Jerusalem and 
Judah. It warned of the calamities to come, 
detailing how seriously the Jews had cor- 
rupted themselves and the injustices and 
oppressions they, and particularly their 
leaders, had practiced. The scroll tasted 
sweet as Ezekiel began eating it. The re- 
ceiving of the privilege of serving as God’s 
prophet and watchman was indeed pleas- 
ant. But in Ezekiel’s stomach it proved to 
be bitter and, says Ezekiel, “I went bitter- 
ly in the rage of my spirit.”—Ezek. 3:14.

A SHOCKING MESSAGE, BUT VITAL TO AT.T.

So shocking were the features contained 
in the scroll that Ezekiel was stunned for 
seven days. He needed time to digest its
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of execution at the hands of God. That is 
why Jehovah’s witnesses take their duty 
so seriously. They themselves have first 
been called on by others and have studied 
the Bible. They see and understand what 
God is doing and what he is about to do. 
They would love to see all persons live. 
Furthermore, they do not want the blood 
of anyone on their heads for not being 
concerned enough about preserving life to 
give the warning. They accept their obli- 
gation to reform their own lives according 
to Bible principles and to inform others, 
for they know that only those living ac- 
cording to the clean principles of the Cre- 
ator will live in his new order.

The reason for the zealous activity of 
the Witnesses, calling at every door, is 
shown in what next happened to Ezekiel. 
As newly appointed watchman, he tells us:

“And the hand of Jehovah came to be upon 
me there and he proceeded to say to me: 
‘Get up, go forth to the valley plain, and 
there I shall speak with you.’ So I got up 
and went forth to the valley plain, and, 
look! the glory of Jehovah - was standing 
there, like the glory that I had seen by the 
river Chebar, and I went falling upon my 
face.״—Ezek. 3:22, 23.

OPPOSITION FROM PROFESSED  
SERVANTS OF GOD

It was no longer time to be awestruck 
by his vision, but it was time for action. 
The celestial chariot he saw in vision, ac- 
companied by Jehovah’s glory (Ezekiel, 
chapter 1), represented God’s heavenly or- 
ganization proceeding to war. I t had f01־ 
lowed Ezekiel from Tel-abib to his new 
location, indicating that the divine organi- 
zation was with him in his ministry. But 
he was told now that he would experience 
opposition from his own people the Jews, 
as Ezekiel reports:

“Then spirit entered into me and made 
me stand up on my feet, and he began to 
speak with me and say to me: ‘Come, be 
shut up inside your house. And you, O son 
of man, look! they will certainly put cords
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through God’s judgments for their viola- 
tion of his laws. For this he is about to 
bring these nations to an accounting. His 
destruction of wickedness will free sur- 
viving mankind from the dangers that men 
now fear and will bring peace and righ- 
teousness to earth.

Therefore, Jehovah’s witnesses, having 
embraced God’s name, and knowing his 
laws and judgments, are like a sentry who, 
if he should fall asleep and fail to guard 
his sleeping comrades, would lose his own 
life.

Accordingly, Jehovah’s witnesses must 
call to give their fellow humans opportu- 
nity to know what God is going to do and 
what he requires, so that all who desire to 
live may do so and not die.

Jehovah God is not harsh toward his 
witnesses in laying this obligation upon 
them. Really, it proves a test of their love. 
And they do it willingly, gladly, as the 
psalmist foretold: “Your people will offer 
themselves willingly on the day of your 
military force.”—Ps. 110:3.

Neither is God unloving toward the peo- 
pie in sending his witnesses among them, 
even though their call and the message 
they bring may be considered disturbing 
to some. The work they do actually origi- 
nates with God, because he sends and com- 
mands his witnesses to go and speak to 
all, particularly to those in Christendom.

Moreover, it is the greatest undeserved 
kindness for God to warn all persons, in- 
eluding those who prove to be his ene- 
mies. He says: “ ‘Do I take any delight 
at all in the death of someone wicked,’ 
is the utterance of the Sovereign Lord Je- 
hovah, ‘and not in that he should turn 
back from his ways and actually keep liv- 
ing?’ ”—Ezek. 18:23.

The gravest danger facing those persons 
in Christendom who do not listen to what 
God’s Word of truth, the Bible, says is 
not danger of dying in a natural way, but
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ing in Jesus’ words to his disciples, as set 
out in his prophecy concerning the “con- 
elusion of the system of things,” namely:

“Also, in all the nations the good news 
has to be preached first. But when they are 
leading you along to deliver you up, do not 
be anxious beforehand about what to speak; 
but whatever is given you in that hour, 
speak this, for you are not the ones speak- 
ing, but the holy spirit is. Furthermore, 
brother will deliver brother over to death, 
and a father a child, and children will rise 
up against parents and have them put to 
death; and you will be objects of hatred by 
all people on account of my name. But he 
that has endured to the end is the one that 
will be saved.”—Mark 13:10-13; Matt. 24:3-14.
Here we are in the decade of the 1970’s, 

and, despite all that Christendom has at- 
tempted against them by her religious cler- 
gy and the fierce attacks of dictators Be- 
nito Mussolini, Adolf Hitler, Joseph Stalin 
and others, Jehovah’s anointed servants 
have endured down to this time as a watch- 
man to Christendom. They are determined 
to endure to the end of their earthly min- 
istry, and that will also be to the end of 
Christendom and to the end of this system 
of things of which Christendom has been 
a predominant part.

When Jehovah’s witnesses call a t your 
home, therefore, take time to hear what 
they say and give it thought. See if it is 
a true message from God’s Word. (1 Thess. 
5:21) Then accept or reject it as you see 
fit. If you do not believe what they say 
now, it may be that circumstances will 
have changed your viewpoint when they 
call again. Jehovah’s witnesses continue 
calling at your home because they are 
obligated to God to give the people warn- 
ing of what is ahead. They want to deliver 
their own souls, and have a heart’s desire 
to help as many others as possible to do 
the same. Their earnest hope is that you 
will survive the end of this system of 
things to enjoy real life on earth under 
God’s Messianic government.
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upon you and bind you with them so that you 
cannot go forth into the midst of them. 
And your very tongue I will make stick to 
the roof of your mouth, and you will cer- 
tainly become mute, and you will not become 
to them a man administering reproof, be- 
cause they are a rebellious house. And when 
I speak with you I shall open your mouth, 
and you must say to them, “This is what 
the Sovereign Lord Jehovah has said.” Let 
the one hearing hear, and let the one refrain- 
ing refrain, because they are a rebellious 
house. ׳ ״ —Ezek. 3:24-27.
Yes, it was the professed servants of 

God that would actually try  to hinder and 
restrain Ezekiel from coming out of his 
house to declare Jehovah’s words. But 
Ezekiel was not to trust in himself, nor to 
speak words of his own view of matters. 
When Jehovah had no message for him to 
deliver, then, in that regard, Ezekiel would 
be mute. But when Jehovah had a message, 
he would open Ezekiel’s mouth to declare 
it irrespective of what those rebellious Is- 
raelites did.

Similarly, Jehovah’s witnesses have had 
their eyes opened to see and appreciate 
that fundamentally there are only two or- 
ganizations, Jehovah God’s and Satan the 
Devil’s. They realize that Satan is “the 
god of this system of things,” which God 
will destroy. They put themselves at the 
disposal of Jehovah’s organization. They 
do not claim any divine inspiration, nor 
are they telling the people what they per- 
sonally think. Rather, they rely on God’s 
Word the Bible. They trust in God’s spirit 
to aid them in having courage to speak.

All people in the so-called Christian 
lands know that the religious systems, 
through their leaders, have hated and spo- 
ken evil of Jehovah’s witnesses. More than 
that, they have incited political action 
against the Witnesses, and, by misrepre- 
senting them, have even brought about 
mob action to stop them, if possible.

But Jehovah’s witnesses are undaunted. 
They continue to call to help people, trust-
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, RECOMMENDING
OURSELVES

AS TOLD BY 
FINDA, FELISA AND  
INFS CARVAJALINO

to confess. We reasoned: ‘Either the con- 
fession is worthless or the Communion 
has no value.׳

While living in Aracataca, our three 
younger brothers died of malaria within 
a two-year period. Our father also died at 
that time. That left Antonio, our oldest 
brother, in charge of the family. By that 
time he had been indoctrinated in Com- 
munism, and he became a militant mem- 
her of the Communist party. When his 
life was threatened by jealous rival mem- 
bers, we begged him to move the family 
to the large coastal city of Barranquilla. 
He did so in 1946.

GOD'S TRUTH FINDS US
In 1948 a missionary of Jehovah’s 

Christian witnesses, James Webster, came 
to our door. He spoke with our brother 
and left him the booklet Meek Inherit 
the Earth/ On reading it, we found infor- 
mation about a marvelous future that un- 
til then was unknown to us.

Months later, after we had moved, an- 
other Watch Tower missionary, Olaf Olson, 
visited our home. Although Antonio was 
no longer an active Communist, he still 
held to Communist doctrine. When this 
Witness spoke about Theocracy, Antonio 
thought that what he really meant was 
Communism. We overheard enough of the 
conversation to know that the mission-

W E ARE three of nine children born 
to devout Roman Catholic parents 

in the town of Ocafia, in northern Colom- 
bia. In 1919, when just eleven years old, 
I, Finda, had the following experience at 
school:

My teacher, a nun, who used to teach 
us from a large, illustrated Bible, shocked 
us one day. She revealed that she was dis- 
tressed with life in the convent. She even 
advised us against entering it when we 
became of age. To our surprise, she ex- 
pressed her conviction that the Catholic 
religion was not the true one but said that 
‘when the end of the world drew near, 
people would come teaching the true re- 
ligion.׳ Little did I then realize that I 
would someday be counted among those 
people and would thereby have the op- 
portunity to ‘recommend myself׳ as one 
of God’s servants too.—2 Cor. 6:4.

In 1929 our family moved to the village 
of Aracataca in the neighboring province 
of Magdalena. While we were living there 
our waning confidence in the Catholic re- 
ligion received another setback. One of 
the parish priests was aware that we had 
not gone to confession for some time and 
he wanted to know why. When we told 
him it was to avoid contact with one of 
the other priests, he acknowledged that 
the latter was guilty of bad conduct. So 
he granted us permission to take Com- 
munion in the future without first having
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FIRST ASSIGNMENT AS FULL-TIME 

PBEAGHERS
Early in 1953, James Webster, who at 

that time was in charge of the Watch Tow- 
er Society’s branch in Colombia, planned 
a trip to the small inland city of Mon- 
teria, in the province of Cordoba. Our 
brother, who was then in the full-time 
preaching work, offered to go along. When 
the branch servant returned a few days 
later, Antonio remained behind in Mon- 
teria, where he later received an appoint- 
ment to special full-time ministry.

On returning to Barranquilla, Brother 
Webster spoke with us to see if we would 
like to return with him as full-time preach- 
ers of God’s Word. As it had been our 
desire to enter the full-time ministry for 
some time, our answer was a unanimous 
Yes. So he packed all of us, including our 
mother, older sister and a nephew, Tomas 
Dangond, into the Watch Tower Society’s 
station wagon, and we headed for Mon- 
teria. Just a month after arriving, our 
aged mother died, and five months later 
the three of us were appointed as special 
full-time preachers of God’s Word.

Although Monteria was not a big city, 
it was a commercial center. So we spent 
considerable time talking about God’s 
Word on the streets and in the market- 
place. (Compare Acts 17:16, 17.) After 
we had a lively discussion in the market- 
place with a prominent lawyer, the local 
press published the following: “There have 
arrived in Monteria some young ladies 
skillfully taught in the use of the Bible 
and who are, therefore, a danger to the 
Catholic religion. We call this to the at- 
tention of the civil and ecclesiastical au- 
thorities in order to put an end to that 
propaganda.”

But we continued to teach Bible truths 
in and around Monteria, staying with in- 
terested people. At times we slept on the 
floor and, once in a while, even on the
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ary was not talking about Communism.

After this Witness had a number of dis- 
cussions with our brother, we decided it 
was time to make ourselves known. So 
the next time he visited, we came out of 
the interior room where we did dress- 
making and said to him: “Look, Sefior. 
Our brother talks about Communism, but 
we’re not in agreement with him. Having 
read the publications you’ve left, we find 
they speak of God and his kingdom. We 
understand that it is God who is going to 
solve the problems and not the political 
governments.” Then it was that Witness 
Olson placed a Bible with us and offered 
to study it free of charge in our home 
with the aid of the Bible study aid ״  
Truth Shall Make You Free.״

In August 1948 we began to study God’s 
Word. Appreciating the need to help oth- 
ers to know God’s truth, we went out in 
the house-to-house ministry four months 
later. Early the following year we dedi- 
cated ourselves to Jehovah, and were bap- 
tized in water with our brother, Antonio, 
and our older sister, Eusebia. In recom- 
mending ourselves as God’s ministers, we 
cannot but think of the many times since 
then that we have made that same offer 
of a free home Bible study to others anx- 
ious to learn the truth of God’s Word.

As the first Witness missionaries had 
just started preaching in Barranquilla in 
1946, there were not many of us associated 
with the congregation of Jehovah’s Chris- 
tian witnesses there in those days. But 
how the congregation grew! By the end 
of 1951 there were two congregations.

As time went by, we were engaging 
more and more in the preaching work and 
devoting less and less time to our secular 
work. It was not long until we had sold 
some of our household items, including 
three of our four sewing machines.
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and nephew and confiscated our Bible lit- 
erature, twenty cartons of it.

When we refused to pay a fine of 200 
pesos each, they sentenced us to three 
months in jail. Soon we found ourselves 
in a large, bare cement room with about a 
dozen other women who were in there for 
terrible crimes, even murder. Neverthe- 
less, even among these sinful women there 
were those who seemed anxious to know 
about the Bible. We were delighted to ex- 
plain God’s truths to them, using a small 
Bible we had managed to keep with us. 
When it came time to bed down for the 
night, some let us use their straw mats 
for sleeping, while they slept on the bare 
cement floor. Then, as soon as all was 
quiet, out of the sewer came huge white 
rats.

The next day our brother managed to 
gain an audience with the military mayor 
and convinced him that it was a terrible 
disgrace on his administration to have 
four Christian women locked up under 
such deplorable conditions. He asked that 
our sentences be added to his and to our 
nephew’s. Strangely enough, the request 
was granted. So after spending some 
twenty-four hours in that abominable 
place, we were released but remained un- 
der police surveillance. On our leaving, 
two of the women inmates, who had lis- 
tened with pleasure to the Kingdom mes- 
sage, embraced us and asked if we would 
give them our little Bible, which we were 
glad to do.

Due to the efforts of James Webster 
and a cousin of ours who was then a law- 
yer in Bogota, the national capital, our 
brother and nephew were released from 
jail a week later on the condition that 
we leave town. Although the office of 
the President of the Republic had or- 
dered their release and also the return 
of the confiscated Bible literature, a priest 
showed himself indisposed to comply with
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ground. Starting out early each morning, 
we would call on all the homes along the 
road as we walked. The people would in- 
quire as to where we were staying. Thus, 
on one occasion, upon returning from an 
enjoyable day in the preaching work, we 
were surprised to find a group of not less 
than forty persons waiting for us. So An- 
tonio took advantage of the ready-made 
audience and gave a public Bible talk.

The Kingdom work went ahead rapidly 
in Monteria. At the end of just one year, 
there was a congregation of twenty Wit- 
nesses, including one local full-time min- 
ister. The area that was assigned to us 
there now forms part of three circuits, so 
God’s truth has continued to have fine ac- 
ceptance in the province of Cordoba.

‘WE RECOMMEND OURSELVES AS GOD'S 
MINISTERS . . .  BY PRISON׳

The experience we had in our second 
assignment as full-time ministers reminds 
us of the apostle Paul’s words: “We rec- 
ommend ourselves as God’s ministers . . . 
by prisons.” (2 Cor. 6:4, 5) That assign- 
ment took us to a major petroleum center, 
the river port city of Barrancabermeja. 
There was already a full-time preacher of 
God’s Word there, but she needed help. 
Shortly before we went there Barranca- 
bermeja was declared to be “Catholic mis- 
sion territory.” This meant that it was 
out of bounds for proselytizing by other 
religious groups.

On the second day after our arrival, we 
were accompanying the local Witness in 
the preaching work when the four of us 
were picked up by detectives. We later 
found out that some Evangelicals had gone 
to the Catholic bishop with The Watch- 
tower and Awake! to inform him that it 
was the Witnesses who were distributing 
these magazines. So the bishop had given 
the order for our arrest. After arresting 
us, the police then arrested our brother
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her several texts that show that Paradise 
will be restored here on the earth. (Rev. 
21:3, 4; Luke 23:43) She wondered how 
it could be possible when the only hope 
she was acquainted with was life in heav- 
en. However, she was soon convinced and 
said she wanted me to speak with her 
husband.

It turned out that her husband was an 
Evangelical preacher. At the outset he 
told me that he would talk with me if 
only the Bible were used. I accepted. He 
asked me questions on many subjects that 
I answered with Bible texts. As I  was 
leaving he said to me: “Senorita, I would 
like to know what you know.” So I offered 
him a Bible study for the entire family, 
which he accepted. Just two weeks later 
he resigned as Evangelical minister. The 
family began to associate with God’s true 
ministers and soon they were sharing these 
Bible truths with others. He would tell 
these truths to the Evangelicals and then 
say: “I would like you to do what I did: 
abandon a religion that does not teach the 
truth.”

While preaching Bible truths in Bucara- 
manga, Antonio met an elderly widow who 
was dejected. She later confessed that she 
had been ready to take poison when our 
brother called. Antonio turned the call 
over to two of us so that we could study 
with her. One day she showed us a room 
that was full of idols. Having so many, 
she thought she was well protected from 
thieves. We studied a chapter in the book 
״ Let God Be True” entitled “Use of Im- 
ages in Worship.” By the time we returned 
for the next study, she had got rid of her 
images with the exception of one large 
one, which she shattered soon thereafter. 
It was not long until she was baptized and 
was recommending herself as one of God’s 
full-time proclaimers of his Word and 
kingdom. Now, still in the full-time preach- 
ing work, and although over seventy years
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the request. It so happened that he had 
been guarding the twenty cartons of Bi- 
bles and Bible literature in the vestry of 
the cathedral. He demanded 200 pesos in 
return for the literature. However, upon 
being informed of the priest’s demands, 
the mayor’s office, already smarting under 
the pressure applied by the Government, 
ordered a group of soldiers to go to the 
cathedral and take the literature by force, 
if necessary. The priest was a little more 
obliging that time. So the next day when 
the authorities put us and our belongings 
on a couple of buses headed for Bucara- 
manga, the literature was with us.

OUR FIVE YEARS IN  BUCARAMANGA
Due to political violence that was com- 

mon in the area and due to the fact that 
our work was new to them, the people of 
Bucaramanga exhibited fear when we be- 
gan to speak to them. But once they real- 
ized the nature of our work, that we had 
a message of hope based on God’s Word, 
the reception was far more pleasant. Those 
who listened would tell their relatives and 
friends that we were ministers of God ex- 
plaining the Bible. So the word would 
spread. In that way we were soon con- 
ducting many home Bible studies.

We rented a large, second-floor room in 
an old hotel in the downtown area, and 
this is where we stayed for the five years 
we were in Bucaramanga. We began hav- 
ing meetings of the Christian congregation 
here too. Before long we had to ask for 
an adjacent room in which to live so that 
we could use the large one exclusively for 
the meetings. On special occasions we 
would fill both rooms and even have some 
seated on the stairs.

About the year 1955, I, Finda, met a 
woman in the door-to-door preaching work 
who told me that, as Evangelicals, they 
knew all about the Bible. Nevertheless, 
she invited me in and listened as I read
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The neighbor, who was then almost 
seventy years old, came. After a few stud- 
ies, she invited an older sister of hers and 
her son to join us. Before long three more 
were invited to sit in. All seven are now 
baptized and serving Jehovah.

“AS POOR BUT MAKING MANY RICH”
There are many similar experiences that 

we could relate. They have been a source 
of joy to us and have spurred us on to con- 
tinue recommending ourselves as God’s 
ministers. We believe that, like the apos- 
tie Paul, we can say: “In every way we 
recommend ourselves as God’s ministers 
. . .  as poor but making many rich, as 
having nothing and yet possessing all 
things.”—2 Cor. 6:4, 10.

Materially speaking, we are poor. We 
have trusted in Jehovah to provide us with 
the necessary material things. (Matt. 6: 
33) Through his organization he has cared 
well for us. With our older sister, Eusebia, 
who has been a full-time preacher of God’s 
Word since 1958, we now live behind the 
South Unit Kingdom Hall here in Bogota.

However poor we may be in a material 
way, we are indeed rich in a spiritual 
sense. And by means of our sharing the 
truth of God’s Word with others, we can 
truthfully say that we have made others 
rich. Since moving to Bucaramanga in 
1954, it has been our unspeakable joy to 
be used by Jehovah in helping 210 per- 
sons to dedicate their lives to him and 
symbolize their dedication by water bap- 
tism. How many more we have helped in 
an indirect way, we do not know. We 
boast, not in ourselves, but rather in Je- 
hovah.—1 Cor. 1:31.

We count it a joy to study the Bible 
with persons who show themselves anx- 
ious to become servants of Jehovah. We 
have love and warm affection for them. 
They become as dearly beloved children 
to us. So, although we have seen fit to
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of age, she is, instead of being dejected, 
noted for her bright hope and smile.

In 1958 our brother, Antonio, died of 
cancer and our nephew, Tomas Dangond, 
became the presiding minister. The fol- 
lowing year local Witnesses were entrusted 
with the oversight of the congregation, 
and we received a new assignment. Today 
we rejoice in the knowledge that five con- 
gregations flourish in Bucaramanga.

CONTRIBUTING TOWARD EXPANSION  
IN  BOGOTA

Our new assignment brought us to Bo- 
got a. Many times, while preaching God’s 
Word here from house to house, we were 
obliged to flee in the face of mobs insti- 
gated by Catholic priests. But by leaving 
the scene of trouble and resuming our 
activity in another neighborhood, we con- 
tinued to be filled with joy. (Compare 
Acts 13:50-52.) From one congregation in 
1959, the work has progressed so that at 
the present time there are twenty-three 
congregations here.

While working in Bogota in 1961, I, 
Inez, met a young married woman who 
responded favorably. A study was started. 
While in the midst of the study, her moth- 
er unexpectedly came in. She wanted to 
know why her daughter had not told her 
that she was studying the Bible. Knowing 
her mother to be such a devout Catholic, 
the daughter replied that she had been 
afraid to tell her. The mother asked me 
various questions, with the result that she 
requested a study too.

After a few studies, the mother ex- 
pressed her desire to invite her neighbor 
to study with us. She called her neighbor 
on the telephone. “I want to share some- 
thing with you,” the conversation went. 
“I’m enjoying an exquisite dish, but I 
don’t want to eat it alone. I  would like 
you to come over so that you might eat 
from the same dish.”
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apply the advice of the apostle Paul to fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters, 
remain in the single state in order to de- and children added to us, namely, those 
vote ourselves to the service of the Lord “who hear the word of God and do it,” 
“without distraction,” we have certainly all as a result of our recommending our- 
not been without family. (1 Cor. 7:34, 35) selves as God’s ministers.—Luke 8:21; 
On the contrary, we have had spiritual Mark 10:29, 30.

this to happen would produce a lot of “vanities” 
and “words” in self-justification. He closed by 
stressing the importance of fearing “the true 
God” as a help to being true to their mission- 
ary assignment.

Then came the main graduation talk, given 
by N. H. Knorr. He briefly reviewed the history 
of the missionary school and the wonderful 
work that graduates have accomplished. Since 
the School’s inception on February 1,1943, well 
over five thousand students have graduated, 
about one half of whom are still actively en- 
gaged in the full-time ministry.

The speaker noted that in the Greek the 
expression “cling to what is good” is, literally, 
*glued to what is good’ and urged the students 
to be glued to their assignments. (Rom. 12:9, 
11; Kingdom Interlinear Translation) Enduring 
means not only to put up with hardships but 
to continue a long time in a certain course, 
he said. Today, after 29 years, 36 of the first 
hundred Gilead students are continuing in the 
full-time ministry somewhere.

Brother Knorr particularly stressed the need 
of the missionaries to be humble, lowly in 
mind, when teaching others. For them to try 
to impress others by telling of their education 
and special training could well deter people 
from trying to imitate them in the field min- 
istry. Rather, **your humility and lowliness of 
mind will aid them to understand,” he coun- 
seled. As Jesus helped those literally blind to 
see, so the missionaries can help those spiri- 
tually blind to see, and this will contribute to 
the vindication of Jehovah’s name. In conclu- 
sion Brother Knorr urged: **We appreciate 
very much that we must have lowliness of 
mind, we must be willing to give. You have 
the truth. As you go forth—GIVE.”

In the evening the students presented a fine 
musical program, which was followed by a 
Biblical drama that also stressed the need 
for Christians to be humble, lowly in mind 
toward one another.

at

O N Monday, March 6, 1972, at 2 p.m. two 
thousand and one persons packed out Je- 
hovah’s Witnesses Assembly Hall in New 

York city. The occasion? The graduation of the 
52nd class of the Watchtower Bible School 
of Gilead.

Presiding over the program was N. H. Knorr, 
president of the school. After opening song 
and prayer Brother Knorr made some remarks 
on the youthfulness and enthusiasm of this 
class of students.

A series of brief talks followed, given by 
Gilead instructors and others. The first of these 
talks pointed out that there was no identity 
crisis among the Witnesses as is admittedly 
the case among others professing to be Chris- 
tian ministers. The second speaker stressed the 
importance of concern for the well-being of 
one’s Christian brothers. He was followed by 
one who warned against looking back longingly, 
as this resulted in self-pity and discouragement. 
The next talk showed the importance of Bible- 
trained thinking ability in making decisions. 
Still another speaker emphasized humility, low- 
liness of mind, and encouraged the missionaries 
to accept the people in their missionary assign- 
ment. The final one of these brief talks re- 
minded the missionaries of what happiness is 
in store because of having set wise goals for 
themselves.

Next, a number of messages, including cable- 
grams and telegrams, were read, after which 
F. W. Franz, vice-president of the Watch Tower 
Society, spoke. He stressed the seriousness of 
their commitment, their dedication as God’s 
servants. He also discussed in detail Ecclesias- 
tes 5:1-7, regarding vows. Among other things 
he noted that the **dreams” there mentioned 
that come from *a multitude of business’ do 
not refer to dreams one has while sleeping 
because of a busy day. Rather these are selfish 
personal dreams that result when one gets 
sidetracked from God’s service and becomes 
involved in materialistic activities. To allow



DO YOU REMEMBER?
.happiness and welfare of the mate.—P. 132 ן

•  Why, according to Isaiah 53:10, did Jehovah 
?״take delight in crushing his Son״

This crushing, which terminated in Jesus’ 
I death, had a lofty purpose in view, namely, 
 the deliverance of mankind from sin and ן

death. Jehovah rejoiced in the good that would 
result, not in his Sorts suffering.—P. 175.
•  Why does the appointment of men to serve 
as elders in a Christian congregation put the

I humility of all associated under test?
Men who are not appointed need humility 

 to recognize their limitations; those who are ן
appointed need humility to give due consid- 
eration to the suggestions of others and work 
unitedly as a body of elders. All need humility 

I to cooperate with the elders, assisting them 
I in the accomplishment of their work.—Pp. 202־ 
.ן 204

•  What benefits come from avoiding sexual 
immorality?

It aids one to preserve a clean conscience 
I before God and all persons and protects one 
 -from such things as venereal disease, un ן

wanted pregnancies, jealous fights and, pos- 
sibly, even murder; also one is much more 
likely to have a successful marriage.—Pp. 218־

j 221.
I ·  What is the ״״new earth,״ and who will 
j serve as its foundation?

The ״‘new earth״ is a new and righteous 
human society on this very planet; the ״״great 

! crowd״ of Armageddon survivors will be the 
I basis for this society organized under the 
j “new heavens.״—Pp. 238, 240.

the sinful passions that were excited by the 
Law were at work in our members that we 
should bring forth fruit to death. . . . What, 
then, shall we say? Is the Law sin? Never 
may that become so! Really I would not have 
come to know sin if it had not been for the 
Law; and, for example, I would not have known 
covetousness if the Law had not said: ״You 
must not covet.״ But sin, receiving an induce־ 
ment [literally, an onrushing off] through the 
commandment, worked out in me covetousness 
of every sort, for apart from law sin was dead.״ 
—Rom. 7:58־; interlinear reading.

Had it not been for the Law, the apostle 
Paul would ״not have known sin״ in the sense 
that he would not have known or discerned the 
full range and scope of sin, all that sin includes,

Have you read the recent issues of The 
Watchtower carefully? If so, you will doubt- 
less recall these points:
•  While ministerial servants are not charged 
with the responsibility of teaching fellow be־ 
lievers, why must their conduct be exemplary?

Their fine conduct removes the basis for 
any legitimate accusation’s being made about 
the congregation as to the men whom it en- 
trusts with responsibility.—P. 21.*
•  What is the symbolic mark mentioned at 
Ezekiel 9:4?

The mark is that which identifies one as 
a worshiper of Jehovah, one’s having a Christ- 
like personality.—Pp. 49, 50.
•  In Jesus’ illustration about the sower, what 
is meant by bearing fruitage? (Matt. 13:1823־)

This refers to making expressions about 
God’s kingdom, the fruitage being a manifold 
reproduction of the “word of the kingdom.” 
—P. 91.
•  How does one come into a proper relation- 
ship with Jehovah?

By repenting of his former course of life, 
completely rejecting it and turning around to 
live in harmony with God’s will, petitioning 
God for a good conscience and then symbol- 
izing this request by water baptism.—Pp. 120, 
121.
•  In marriage how does a loving person 
not look for his own interests’? (1 Cor. 13:5)״

By thinking first of the feelings of one’s 
mate, considering the circumstances and then 
doing what is most advantageous for the 

* All references are to The Watchtower for 1972.

•  Since the Law given to the Israelites was 
something good, why could the apostle Paul 
say that the commandment provided an ״in- 
ducement for sin’?—U.S.A.

In showing that the Mosaic law could not 
enable imperfect humans to gain a righteous 
standing before Jehovah God, the apostle Paul 
wrote: ״״When we were in accord with the flesh,
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Law came, Paul or his nation lived uncon- 
demned for such sins as were not specified. 
There was a hope of life without the Law. 
Hence when God’s Law, specifying sins, was 
introduced for gaining life, Paul or his people 
died. Why? Because they became designated 
as sinners cursed, condemned to death. Paul or 
his nation found that they were sinners more 
than they had thought. The Law made them 
more conscious of being sinners. In the light of 
the law, they saw themselves as sinners on 
more counts. Thus in the light of that law more 
sinners came to view. Not that the law prompt- 
ed them to sin, but that it exposed them as sin- 
ners. Thus sin received an inducement through 
the Law and worked out sin in Paul and his 
people. ,The Law provided the basis for con- 
demning more people as sinners and on many 
more legal counts.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS 
June 11: How Do You View Authority? Page 

261. Songs to Be Used: 112, 24.
June 18: How Your View of Authority Affects 

Your Life. Page 267. Songs to Be Used: 
107, 104.
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one example being the sinfulness of coveting. 
However, as Paul notes, the Law “excited” sin- 
ful passions and the commandment against 
coveting provided an “inducement” for sin. 
Does this mean that, if there had been no com- 
mandments, Paul would never have practiced 
what was condemned in the Law?

No, for that would mean that the laws 
against adultery, murder, thievery and the like 
served to increase crime and violence. ׳This is 
wholly contrary to God’s ways. Before the Law 
was given, persons had already become in- 
volved in coveting, murder, thievery and other 
things of this nature. So the Law was designed 
to control the actions of the Israelites and not 
to incite them to increased lawlessness. The 
psalmist declared: “,The law of Jehovah is per- 
feet, bringing back the soul. The reminder of 
Jehovah is trustworthy, making the inexperi- 
enced one wise.” (Ps. 19:7) In what way, then, 
did the Law excite sinful passions and provide 
an “inducement” to sin?

This becomes clear when we remember that 
the apostle Paul said: “Apart from law sin 
was dead.” That is, what sin was had not been 
defined specifically. One cannot be accused of 
sins not legally branded such. So before the
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