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'HERE are
many reli-

gions in Christen-
dom, the realm
where the Bible
has been most
widely circulated.
And today some
people say, “It doesn’t matter much which
church you go to. They’re all teaching the
Good Book, the Bible.” But are they?

Agreed that all of Christendom’s church-
es use the Bible. But how do they regard
it? Do church leaders really accept it as
the inspired Word of God, reliable and
true, free from error? Do they teach their
church members that the Bible contains
divine standards by which people must
abide if they want life? Let us see.

MODERN RELIGIOUS ATTITUDE
Consider first the attitude toward the
Bible in religious seminaries where future
ministers are taught and trained. Reli-
gious editor Louis Cassels quotes Presby-
terian theologian John R. Bodo as saying
that a young man “should have a shock-
proof faith” if he decides to attend a semi-
nary. Why? Because of the erosion of
faith that often results. As Cassels goes
on to say: “The more famous the semi-
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nary, the more cor-

rosive the atmosphere
of skepticism pervading
its faculty and student
body is apt to be.”

An evidence of the de-
gree of skepticism is seen
in the statement by the

dean of a very prominent Episcopalian
seminary that ‘very few of his students
engaged in private prayer.” The reason:
‘most of them didn’t believe in the kind
of personal God to whom one might pray’!

Perhaps you find this strange, rather
difficult to believe. Well, remembering that
Jesus said that a ‘tree is known by its
fruits’ (Matt. 7:16-20), consider some of
the fruitage of these seminaries: the min-
isters they have produced.

Under the heading “What Is Faith?”
an article in the Los Angeles Herald-
Examiner (January 24, 1968) discusses
a survey made of 3,000 Protestant min-
isters throughout the United States. What
did it show? The article says: “A ma-
jority of the younger clergymen could not
be said to believe any longer in the virgin
birth, or to regard Jesus as divine in the
traditional way in which most older Prot-
estants were brought up. And the Bible
had lost stature: ‘The Bible is not only



676

not to be taken literally—Iless than five
per cent of the whole sample did so—but
also there is little specific guidance in it
for specific problems,” the surveyors con-
eluded.”

lllustrating the lack of faith in the Bi-
ble’s divine inspiration, a leading Ameri-
can Protestant weekly, The Christian Cen-
tury (August 19, 1970), carried an article
by United Presbyterian clergyman Dr.
R. E. Willis. He accused the Bible of con-
taining anti-Semitic passages and says
these portions will have to be “branded as
enemies of the truth of God.” “To achieve
this aim,” this minister continues, “the
church will need to develop a description
of the truth of God that is not slavishly
dependent on accepting the New Testa-
ment in toto as the Word of God.”

But is this attitude only characteristic
of Protestant faiths? Evidently not. The
Morning Record of Meriden, Connecticut
(March 26, 1970), reports on a talk given
by priest Edward J. McLean of the Hart-
ford Catholic Information Center. Among
other things, the priest is quoted as say-
ing, “The story of Adam and Eve is not
an historical account of human origins
. .. It’s a theological account, an allegory
or literary form.” The ‘stories of Para-
dise, Noah and the tower of Babel were
meant to be interpreted the same way,’
according to this Catholic clergyman.

Another source, the Daily Oklahoman
of April 30, 1971, reports on the views of
Dr. Gregory Baum, a leading Catholic
theologian. He is quoted as saying that
‘more and more religious people are turn-
ing from the *“invisible friend” kind of
God that many find they can no longer
talk to, and are beginning to find the new
God in their everyday experiences.” This
“new God,” according to the Catholic
theologian, will be found ‘through self-
knowledge, through talking with other
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people and deciding through political and
social growth what is right and what is
wrong.” No longer, he says, will there be
‘specific doctrines’ imposed on church
members. Where does this leave the Bible
with its revelation of God and its specific
doctrines?

THE “FUNDAMENTALIST" VIEW

True, not all of Christendom’s churches
and religious leaders regard the Bible in
these ways. Some, such as the so-called
“Fundamentalist” churches, still claim to
accept the entire Bible as inspired. But
what of the doctrines in their church
creeds? For example, the Bible states:
“The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” (Ezek.
18:4, Authorized Version) Do these
churches teach that? Or do they teach
that the human soul is immortal?

The Bible says that “the wages of sin
is death,” and that the *“dead know not
any thing.” (Rom. 6:23; Eccl. 9:5, AV)
Is this the doctrine of these churches?
Or do they teach that the wages of sin
is eternal fiery torment in conscious suf-
fering?

Jesus is quoted in the Bible as saying:
“My Father is greater than 1.” (John 14:
28, AV) Is that what these churches
teach? Or do they present Jesus as part
of a trinity, as “coequal and coetemal”
with his Father? What does your own
church teach? Have you ever investigated?

THE VIEW OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES

What is the viewpoint of the Chris-
tian congregation of Jehovah’ witnesses
toward the Bible? Does it compare with
that of the modernist clergy who doubt
the complete inspiration of the Bible? Or
is it like that of the “Fundamentalist”
churches? Neither.

Jehovah’s witnesses accept the entire



November 15, 1971

Bible as inspired of God. Rather than
skepticism, they have full confidence and
conviction as to its truthfulness. One rea-
son why is that they have found that its
counsel works, that by applying Bible
principles and teachings in their daily lives
they have the way to solve their problems
and lead happy, fruitful lives. Yes, they
have proved that, as the psalmist said to
God, “your word is a lamp to my foot,
and a light to my roadway.”—Ps. 119:105.

These Christian witnesses find that the
Bible’s revelation of God and of his grand
purposes for mankind is one of the most
convincing proofs of its authenticity and
divine inspiration. Though once discour-
aged by the frustration of trying to find
God and to make real meaning out of life
simply through “self-knowledge” and po-
litical and social activity, they now see
how the Bible’s prophecies marvelously
illuminate the happenings of our day and
point to a righteous new order of God’s
making.

While recognizing that the Bible con-
tains parables and expressions that are
symbolic and figurative, Jehovah’s wit-
nesses do not try to ‘water down’ other
parts obviously meant to be taken literally.
They accept the Bible’s history as authen-
tic, not mere allegory. They agree with
Jesus and his apostles as to the factual-
ness of the Bible’s account of the creation
of man in Eden, the coming of the Flood
and other historic events. (Matt. 19:4-6;
24:37-39; 1 Cor. 15:45-48; 2 Pet. 2:5)
They have only one creed: the Bible itself,
and they do not try to alter its teach-
ings to conform to creedal teachings of a
trinity of deities, inherent immortality of
the soul, or eternal torment.

Stop and think. If a person doubts your
word, doubts its truthfulness, is this not
an insult to your integrity? If a person
misrepresents your word or advocates
things contrary to it while pretending to
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accept it, is this not treachery, a hypoc-
risy that you find disgusting? Then, if,
with regard to God’s Word, Christendom’s
churches are guilty of either of these
courses, do you believe that God is pleased
with those churches? Will he be pleased
with you if you associate with and sup-
port such churches? Or should you now
be looking for and associating with those
who firmly and honestly support, teach
and live by God’s Word, the Bible?

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
— -Their Teachings and Practices

They really believe the Bible and en-
deavor to live by it, using it as their guide
in all matters of life.— 2 Tim. 3:16, 17.

There is no clergy-laity distinction
among them.— Mark 10:42-45.

Their religion is not a set of rituals but
a way of life.-— Rom. 12:1, 2.

They keep free from racial discrimi-
nation.— 1 Acts 17:26; 10:34, 35.
They insist on honesty and moral

cleanness.— 1 Pet. 1:14-16; 4:3, 4.
“Perhaps the most notable thing about

the Witnesses is their insistence upon
their primary allegiance to God, before
any other power in the world.”— “These

Also Believe,” C. S. Braden (Acts 5:29).

They honor and respect and use God'’s
own name, Jehovah.— Ps. 83:18.

They believe that Jesus Christ is truly
God’s Son and that all hope for fu-
ture life is dependent on faith in him.
— Acts 4:12.

Instead of warring against their fel-
lowman, they have in every country
‘beaten their swords into plowshares . . .
neither will they learn war anymore.’
— lIsa. 2:4.

They believe that in the very near
future God’s kingdom will destroy the
present wicked system and will transform
this earth into a Paradise.— Dan. 2:44;
Luke 23:43.

Each Witness has a part in sharing
the good news from God’'s Word with
others. They are active today in 206
lands.— Matt. 28:19, 20.



MowPrecious™re

CHRISTIAN MEETINGS

Z0oyou?

T WAS midwinter and the temperature was below
I zero. But that did not prevent a Christian mother
living in Wisconsin from starting out on foot on an
eight-mile walk to town with four of her children.
Happily for her, after they had trudged for three miles,
a neighbor in an auto happened to come along and
gave them a lift, driving them the remaining five miles
to their destination.

Why would a mother want to start out on a hike
like that? Because she wanted to associate with fellow
Christians for worship and for study of God’s Word.
That is how precious those meetings were to her. Es-
pecially did she want to attend the meetings that Sun-
day, as a traveling representative of the Watch Tower
Society was to speak. There being no buses and her
husband refusing to let her use the family car, she
had no alternative but to go on foot. Are Christian
meetings that precious to you? Do you have a like
awareness of your spiritual need?—Matt. 5:3.

Jesus encourages Christians to meet together, for
he promised: “Where there are two or three gathered
together in my name, there I am in their midst.”
(Matt. 18:20) And the apostle Paul wrote: “We ought
to see how each of us may best arouse others to love
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and active goodness, not stay-
ing away from our meetings,
as some do, but rather en-
couraging one another, all the
more because you see the Day
drawing near.”—Heb. 10:24,
25, The New English Bible.
How precious Christian
meetings are to you, you
show by the price you are
willing to pay to attend them.
In Cuba three Christians
were put into prison after
their homes were raided by
officials on April 29 and 30,
1969. In each case all their
Bible literature was taken, as
well as other possessions. But
why? They were charged with
having illegal meetings, meet-
ings for study of the Bible.
In a town in Thessaly,
Greece, thirteen Christians
were imprisoned because they
had gathered for a Bible
study. Their meetings were so
precious to them that they
were willing to risk prison to
attend them.
Lesser obstacles can also
reveal how precious Christian
meetings are to a person.

POOR HEALTH AND
PHYSICAL INFIRMITY

It takes a measure of health
and strength to be able to
attend Christian meetings.
But, with effort, problems can
often be overcome. A newly
interested woman in Ceylon
keeps attending meetings at
the Kingdom Hall although
she is semiparalyzed. And in
spite of this condition she has
enrolled in the congregation’s
Theocratic Ministry School
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and has begun witnessing to others.
In Nicaragua the traveling circuit min-
ister noticed an attender having tears
stream down over her face for about the
first fifteen minutes of each meeting.
Why? He learned that this was due to her
high blood pressure and rheumatism in
her legs. It took fifteen minutes or so after
getting to the Kingdom Hall for the pain
to subside enough for her to be able to
stand it without weeping. Still, unless she
is confined to her bed, she is a regular
attender of the congregation meetings.
If you are missing meetings because of
such an obstacle you might well ask your-
self, in view of such examples, Does it
present a challenge that | can overcome
or one that I must yield to? Do not deprive
yourself of spiritual blessings needlessly!

THE TRANSPORTATION PROBLEM
For others, it is the problem of trans-
portation that keeps them from attending
meetings regularly. If it is lacking, how
far or how long would you be willing to
walk to attend Christian meetings? In the
Congo (Brazzaville), a youth of seventeen
walks nine miles to attend meetings. In
Nicaragua in one congregation twelve
Witnesses walk two hours each way to get
to the meetings, and they seldom miss.
In Sierra Leone a Witness past eighty-
six years of age comes twice each week
to the Kingdom Hall in all kinds of weath-
er. He never fails. Yet to do so he must
walk more than five miles up and down
a steep mountain. A group of new Witness-
es in Honduras each Sunday walk three
hours to get to the meetings and three
hours to get back home. And in the Philip-
pine Republic a sixty-eight-year-old Wit-
ness living in a mountainous territory
walks twenty-four miles over a stretch
where there are no roads. Because of a
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previous leg fracture he must walk very
slowly, so he leaves home a day early in
order to get to the meetings on time—and
he always is on time!

But what would you do if it just was
not safe to travel to the meetings? A
newly interested woman living in the Ca-
ribbean island of Anguilla, at the oppo-
site end of town from where the meetings
were held, was distressed because she
could not attend the midweek meetings,
as they were held in the evening and it
was not safe for her to go out alone at
night. So what did she do? She overcame
this obstacle by moving to a house near
the Kingdom Hall!

Is your problem similar to any of these?
Can you overcome it?

FAMILY OPPOSITION

Jesus Christ warned his followers that
they could expect opposition from their
own families: “Indeed, a man’s enemies
will be persons of his own household,” he
said.—Matt. 10:34-36.

Opposition by members of one’s own
family to one’s attending Christian meet-
ings has also furnished opportunities for
God’s servants to show how precious those
meetings are to them. In Okinawa an un-
believing husband would lock out his wife
on meeting nights. So she used an old
blanket and slept out in the garden under
a corrugated metal sheet. This she has
done week after week even though faced
with the danger of being bitten by poi-
sonous habu snakes and suffering from
many mosquito bites. When asked about
it, she said that it was nothing when com-
pared to what Christians had been ex-
periencing elsewhere.

In Surinam a Christian wife had a simi-
lar experience. To discourage her, her hus-
band not only took away her literature
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—to burn it, he said—but every time she
went to the meetings and she came home
she found the door locked, and so she had
to sleep in the chicken coop. She did not
give up. Finally one day her husband said
to her: “Okay, you win. This is beating
the wind. Keep your books. Study with
Jehovah’s witnesses. ... | can't fight the
tide anymore.”

Could it be that you have a like obstacle
to attending Christian meetings regularly?
If so, take encouragement from what these
women were willing to put up with for
the sake of meeting with their fellow
Christians. Be like the psalmist who said:
“A day in your courtyards is better than
a thousand elsewhere.”—Ps. 84:10.

DO HOURS OF EMPLOYMENT INTERFERE?
Could it be that you have not been at-
tending Christian meetings regularly be-
cause of the hours of your secular em-
ployment? If so, it seems that there is a
conflict between your obligation to asso-
ciate with your fellow Christians and that
of providing for yourself and your family.
(1 Tim. 5:8; Heb. 10:24, 25) Could you
solve this conflict in favor of attending
meetings regularly? Many have.

In Belgium a Witness explained to his
Works Manager that he would like to
have a change in his hours, as they were
interfering with his attending congrega-
tion meetings. What response did he get?
He was fired, given five days’ severance
pay and a dole ticket. He at once set out
looking for another job. But four days
later the Works Manager called at his
door, offering him a better job with hours
that would enable him to attend all the
meetings.

A student in Andorra who was studying
the Bible with Jehovah’s witnesses had
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such working hours that he could not at-
tend any of the meetings. He quit his job
and finally took employment as a brick-
layer’s helper. Although not accustomed
to working outside in cold weather, he pre-
fers doing that because it gives him time,
not only to attend Christian meetings, but
also for personal study and the field min-
istry.

In Ethiopia a Witness found that he was
forty-five minutes late to the congrega-
tion meetings every other week due to
shift changes. So he arranged with a fel-
low worker to come forty-five minutes
early on those days and relieve him. In
return the Witness agreed to work a com-
plete seven-hour shift, either the day be-
fore or the day after. Now the Witness is
never late for meetings and he is happy
and willing to exchange fourteen hours
of work a month for just ninety minutes
of meetings, so great is his appreciation
for Jehovah’s spiritual table!

Are you engaged in secular employment
that interferes with your attending Chris-
tian meetings? What you can do about it,
of course, depends upon your circum-
stances, but do not forget God’s promise:
“I will by no means leave you nor by any
means forsake you.”—Heb. 13:5.

All Christians who would keep their in-
tegrity toward Jehovah God must be con-
scious of their spiritual need. That means
studying God’ Word and associating with
one’s fellow Christians at the congregation
meetings to the extent that one is able to
do so. If these meetings are truly precious
to you, you will not be easily turned aside
or prevented from attending them. Rather,
you will do all you possibly can to over-
come any obstacles. Doing so can result
in great happiness and many blessings
both now and in the coming system of
things.



Amidst

DEMOCRACIES
and

COMMUNISM

The God [Thecs', Greek] of all unde-
served kindness, who called you to his
everlasting glory in union with Christ,
will himself finish your training, he
will make you firm, he will make you
strong. To him be the might [Kra'tos,
Greek] forever."--! Pet. 5:10, II.

ers—this word Theocracy, but it is at
least nineteen hundred years old. Yes, it
was used in the first century of our Com-
mon Era, and at that time it seemed to be
a strange word.

2The word was coined by a historian,
namely, Flavius Josephus of Jerusalem. In
answer to accusations leveled against his
people, Josephus wrote his work, in two
volumes, entitled “Against Apion.” In
volume 2, paragraph 45, he refers to
“Moses, our excellent legislator,” and in
paragraph 52 he introduces the new word,
in the course of these words written in
Greek: “Several nations have their several
forms of government, and their diversities
of laws. Some governments are committed
to a single person, others to the people.

I T MAY be a new word for many read-

12 VS&) Is the word Theocraca/ a new word for today?
(b) ho coined the word, and how did he explain it?

Our legislator had no regard to any of
these forms, but ordained a government,
that, by a strained expression, may be
termed a Theocracy [

or Holy Commonwealth, in ascribing all
authority and power to God, and persuad-
ing the people to regard him as the author
of all the good things that were enjoyed
either in common by all mankind, or by
each individual in particular. To him he
directs us to fly for succour in our dis-
tresses, as he hears our prayers, and
searches into the very secrets of our hearts.
He inculcates the doctrines of one God, the
uncreated, immutable, and eternal Being,
infinitely glorious, and incomprehensible
one, further than what we know of him by
his works.”*

3  So the word Theocracy was coined
mean a “rule of God,” a government by the
Most High God as Ruler, in contrast with a
government “committed to a single person”
(an autocracy) and a government com-
mitted “to the people” (a democracy) and
a government committed to the rich people
(a plutocracy) and a government com-
mitted to many bureaus (a bureaucracy).
The historian Josephus applied the term
Theocracy to the government that was
established by the legislator Moses at the
command of God, who told Moses that His
name was Jehovah (or Yahweh). In our
twentieth century, however, the term The-
ocracy has been used in connection with the
true Christian church or congregation, in
these times when political democracies
have increased and political communism
has been forcibly established in many
lands. Accordingly, the Christian congre-
gation is a theocratic organization, gov-
erned by God the great Theocrat, Jehovah.

* See page 482, paragraph 3, columns 1 and 2 of the

translation "by William~ Whiston, M.A., as published in
Boston, Massachusetts, in 1849.

3 4 (a_?_ To which government did Josephus apply the
term  Theocracy? %b) To what has the term “been
applied in this "twentieth century by The Watchtower;
and with what words?
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In full recognition of this the issue of The
Watchtower dated June 1,1938, page 163,
paragraph 1, said:
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cratic organization. This occurred even
before Jerusalem’s destruction in the year
70. Historically recorded events point to

4 “Jehovah’s organization is in no wisdhat solemn fact. On the Passover day of

democratic. Jehovah is supreme, and his
government or organization is strictly
theocratic. This conclusion is not open to
successful contradiction.”

®The historian Josephus witnessed the
destruction of Jerusalem by the Roman
legions in the year 70 of our Common Era.
He applied the term Theocracy to the
national Jewish organization that had
existed prior to that terrible calamity. At
the present time, since the six-day war of
1967, the Jews hold possession of all of
what is called Jerusalem today, and they
have their national capital established
there. But can we regard the government
that they have established in their ancient
homeland a successor to the Theocracy
that Moses was used to establish in the
year 1513 before our Common Era? Is the
national government now functioning with
old Jerusalem as its capital a theocracy at
all? How could it be such when it is called
a “republic” and has a democratically
elected president, and has since the year
1949 been a member of the Gentile organi-
zation for world peace and security,
namely, the United Nations? Not even the
president of the Republic of Israel and the
members of the national Parliament, the
Knesset, will claim that their government
is a theocracy, a theocratic organization.
In the ranks of the Israeli politicians there
is great strife over the issue of adhering
strictly to the Law of Moses or not. What
has happened? This:

6In the first century of our Common
Era the Jewish nation ceased to be a theo-

5. Whereas Josephus applied the term Theocracy as
he did, what must we say as to whether the govern-
ment established by the” Israelis in Jerusalem is a
theocracy ?

6. What did_the Jewish nation cease to be in the first
century C.E., and what outcry before the Roman
governor proves this?

the year 33, when the surging crowd was
massed before the Roman governor, Pon-
tius Pilate, and cried out for the criminal
Barabbas to be released to them instead of
the man whom Pilate personally wanted to
release as innocent, what did that crowd
there in Jerusalem cry out? This: “If you
release this man, you are not a friend of
Caesar. Every man making himself a king
speaks against Caesar. . . . We have no
king but Caesar.” (John 19:12-15) This
outcry stood out in shocking contrast to
what their ancient prophet Isaiah had long
previously said: “Jehovah is our Judge,
Jehovah is our Statute-giver, Jehovah is
our King.”—Isa. 33:22.

7Two months or more later another
scene was enacted in that same Jerusalem.
It was in the courtroom of the national
tribunal called the Sanhedrin, composed
of seventy-one members. The high priest
presided at this particular trial, and twelve
native Jews were to be tried for proclaim-
ing certain religious teachings that were
offensive to this Sanhedrin or Supreme
Court. On this we read:

8“So they brought them and stood them
in the Sanhedrin hall. And the high priest
questioned them and said: “We positively
ordered you not to keep teaching upon
the basis of this name, and yet, look! you
have filled Jerusalem with your teaching,
and you are determined to bring the blood
of this man upon us.” In answer Peter and
the other apostles said: ‘We must obey
God as ruler rather than men. The God
of our forefathers raised up Jesus, whom
you slew, hanging him upon a stake. God
exalted this one as Chief Agent and Savior
7, 8. Later, who presided at a session in the Sdnhedrin

hall, and how did the men on trial answer his com-
plaint?
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to his right hand, to give repentance to
Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are
witnesses of these matters, and so is the
holy spirit, which God has given to those
obeying him as ruler.””—Acts of the
Apostles 5:27-32.

9This testimony at this court trial re-
vealed who were the ones acting theocrat-
ically, recognizing God as ruler or as
Theocrat. According to that testimony,
with whom was the theocratic organiza-
tion—with the Sanhedrin, the representa-
tives of the Jewish nation, or with those
twelve apostles of the Jesus whose death
that Sanhedrin had recently brought
about? Beyond all denial, Jehovah’s theoc-
racy was with those twelve apostles of
Jesus Christ.

10The fact that the divine Theocracy
had ceased to be with the nation of Israel
and was now with these twelve apostles
and other disciples of Jesus Christ had
been substantiated by a powerful proof.
By what proof? This, that God had poured
out his holy spirit upon these disciples
of Christ who were recognizing God as
ruler rather than men who opposed God
as ruler. It was with the help of that out-
poured spirit that Peter and the other
eleven apostles gave their courageous testi-
mony to the Jewish Sanhedrin. Some days
earlier, on the feast day of Pentecost, God
had poured out this spirit upon them in
fulfillment of the prophecy of Joel 2:28,
29. This prophecy was quoted by the
apostle Peter that day when he explained
to the thousands of Jewish celebrators of
Pentecost the miracle that had just hap-
pened. It was on that occasion that Peter
said to the inquiring Jews: “Therefore let
all the house of Israel know for a certainty
9. According to the testimony thus given, with whom
was Jehovah’s theocracy then to be found?
10, 11. (a) By what powerful proof on the day of Pen-
tecost was It substantiated that the Theocracy has
ceased to be with the Jewish nation? (b) How was the

untheocratic conduct of the Jewish Sdnhedrin hinted at
by Gamaliel's counsel to them?
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that God made him both Lord and Christ,
this Jesus whom you impaled.” (Acts 2:
14-36) That the Jewish nation was no
longer acting theocratically the Jewish
Law teacher named Gamaliel hinted at
when he said to the Sanhedrin concerning
the twelve apostles on the witness stand
before them:

11“Men of Israel, pay attention to your-
selves as to what you intend to do respect-
ing these men. ... | say to you, Do not
meddle with these men, but let them alone;
(because, if this scheme or this work is
from men, it will be overthrown; but if it
is from God, you will not be able to over-
throw them;) otherwise, you may perhaps
be found fighters actually against God.”
—Acts 5:34-39.

PWhat this Jewish Pharisee Gamaliel
called “this scheme or this work” did prove
to be “from God,” for the Sanhedrin and
all the Jewish people inside and outside
the Roman Empire were unable to over-
throw it, even though they persecuted the
spirit-anointed followers of Jesus Christ.
But in the year 70 C.E. the Jewish capital
of Jerusalem was destroyed and the na-
tional Jewish Sanhedrin was put out of
business. And three years later, in 73 C.E,,
the last Jewish stronghold in the province
of Judea, namely, Masada on the west side
of the Dead Sea, fell to the Romam legions.
But before all this the faithful Jewish
Christians had fled from Jerusalem and all
other parts of the province of Judea, be-
cause Jesus Christ had told them to do so
when he was prophetically describing the
coming destruction of Jerusalem. (Matt.
24:15-22; Mark 13:14-20; Luke 21:20-
24) Very manifestly, then, Jehovah’ the-
ocracy had been transferred from the na-
tion of natural circumcised Israel to the
spirit-filled organization of the disciples of
12. Later, what proved that “this scheme or this

work,” as Gamaliel called it, was “from God,” and so
what transfer had really taken place?
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Jesus Christ, the Son of God. To this day
they are preaching the kingdom of God,
not preaching the Republic of Israel or
any other human government.

THEOCRATIC ORGANIZATION IN
THE FIRST CENTURY C.E.

18The magazine The Watchtower has
called and repeatedly calls attention to the
theocratic organization, and, to be con-
sistent, we should examine to see whether
the dedicated, baptized Christian readers
of this magazine are adhering to theocratic
organization or not.

14No doubt, we need to turn back to the
first century, to the days of Christs
apostles to see how their theocratic organi-
zation was structured. The apostles were
all natural circumcised Jews or Israelites,
the same as Jesus Christ had been. They
were well acquainted with the fact that
the pre-Christian structure of the theo-
cratic nation of Israel had had certain
appointed officials or administrators. They
knew that when Jehovah sent Moses back
to Egypt to liberate His enslaved people
he told Moses: “You go, and you must
gather the older men [zege-nimf, Hebrew]
of Israel, and you must say to them, ,Je-
hovah the God of your forefathers has
appeared to me.”” (Ex. 3:16) Those “older
men” were not just men of advanced age,
but had the rank of “older men,” possibly
on this occasion being representatives of
the whole house of Israel.

15Months later, when the prophet Moses
mediated the Law covenant between God
and the nation of Israel, God said to Moses
at Mount Sinai: “Go up to Jehovah, you
and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu and seventy
13. We should examine as to whether dedicated Watch-
tower readers are adhering to what, and why so?
14. The apostles knew that the pre-Christian Israel had
been structured with what kind of administration, and
how was this shown by those to whom Moses presented
himself on returning to Egypt?

15. How did the seventy men whom Moses took up
with him into Mount Sinai rank, and how is this shown?
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of the older men [zege-nim’] of Israel.”
That these seventy “older men” were rep-
resentatives of the nation is clear from
Exodus 24:11, which tells us: “And he
[Jehovah] did not put out his hand against
the distinguished men of the sons of Israel,
but they got a vision of the true God and
ate and drank.” So they were *“distin-
guished men,” and not merely men of
advanced age. (Ex. 24:1,14) They ranked
as “older men.”

¥ Later, when Jehovah was about to put

a share of the spirit that was upon Moses
upon seventy other Israelites, he said to
Moses: “Gather for me seventy men of the
older men [zege-nim'] of Israel, whom you
do know that they are older men of the
people and officers of theirs, and you must
take them to the tent of meeting, and they
must station themselves there with you.”
After this order was obeyed, Jehovah took
some of the spirit that was upon Moses and
“put it upon each of the seventy older
men,” and “they proceeded to act as proph-
ets.” (Num. 11:16-25) Those seventy men
were associated with “officers,” or, pos-
sibly, as “older men” they themselves were
special officers of the people.

17According to Jehovah’s instructions
to Moses, when the Israelites got into the
Promised Land their cities were to have
“older men,” as they were designated.
(Deut. 19:12; 21:2-20; 22:15-18; 25:7-9)
Bible history shows that this became true
of the cities and towns in the land of Israel.
(Judg. 8:14-16; 1 Ki. 21:8-11; Ezra 10:14)
This came to be true even in the days of
Jesus Christ and his apostles. When he be-
gan telling them about his coming violent
death, he told them that “he must go to
Jerusalem and suffer many things from the
older men and chief priests and scribes,

16. What was the rank of the seventy men upon whom
Jehovah put some of the spirit that”was upon Moses?
17. Accordin?_ to Jehovah’s instructions to Moses, what
were the cities in Israel to have, and how was this
shown to have come true even in Jesus’ days?
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and be killed.” (Matt. 16:21) These were
not just men of advanced age, but they
ranked officially as “older men.” These men
were associated with the chief priests and
with the scribes at the arrest and the trial
of Jesus. (Matt. 26:47 to 27:41) These
“older men” joined in

with the chief priests

in bribing the men

who had been on .
guard at Jesus’ tomb

to say that he had not
been resurrected but
his body had been sto-
len by his disciples.
—Matt. 28:12.

18  Like Jesus Christ,
his apostles had to suffer at the hands
of the “older men” in association with
the chief priests. When the apostles Pe-
ter and John were released after im-
prisonment and tried, then, as the ac-
count says, “they went to their own
people and reported what things the chief
priests and the older men had said to
them.” (Acts 4:5237) AIll this serves to
show that these associates of the high
priests were officially “older men.” The
cities of ancient Israel did not have what
are called “mayors,” but they had their
board of “older men.” Such a board would
have to have a chairman or presiding of-
ficer, and likely the chairmanship rotated
among them, each member having his turn
for a period. How the qualified ones were
made “older men” is not shown.

BWhen natural circumcised Israel
ceased to be a theocracy and Jehovah
established his theocracy over the church
or congregation of the disciples of his Son
from Pentecost of 33 C.E. onward, did
18. (a) As with Jesus, at whose hands did his apostles
have to suffer? (b) These were “older men” in what
sense, and at their meetings what did they need to
have, and for how long?

19. (@) So what question arises as to God's new
theocracy since Pentecost of 33 C.E.? (b) What sugges-

tion has been made as regards “elders,” and what
questions does this suggestion arouse?
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this new theocratic organization also have
“older men” officially? It has been sug-
gested that, as respects the Christian con-
gregation, “all of the anointed of God are
elders.”* This application would include
even the women who by reason of their
dedication to God fol-
lowed by water bap-
tism and begetting by
God’s spirit were
anointed with his spir-
it. But what do the
features of the Chris-
tian theocratic organi-
zation in the first cen-
tury actually show?
Do they show that no
dedicated, baptized men are to be installed
as “older men” officially in the Christian
congregation? Let us see.

20The apostle Peter’s quotation of Joel
2:28, 29 on the day of Pentecost of 33 C.E.
showed that there were to be “old men” in
the Christian congregation, which men
would “dream dreams.” But when this
prophecy is rendered into the Greek, the
Septuagint Version uses the Greek word
pres-by’te-ros, which really means, in En-
glish, “presbyter,” or, “elder.” This is be-
cause the Hebrew word ( ") used in
Joel 2:28 is the word regularly applied to
“elders,” such as those elders of cities and
so forth. The Hebrew word, however, can
also mean just old persons, like Abraham
and Sarah. (Gen. 18:11; 25:8) At any rate,
these presbyters, elders, or “old men” of
Joel 2:28 and Acts 2:17 were part of the
“every sort of flesh” upon which Jehovah
would pour out his spirit in the “last days.”
They could be official “elders™ or just plain
“old men.”

ISSUE

* See paragraph 1, page 266, of The Watchtower as
of September 1, 1932.

20. ga According to Peter’s quotation of Joel 2:28, 29,
what kind of men would be in the Christian congrega”
tion? (b) According to the word used in Joel 2:28, why
could these be official “elders” or just plain “old men”?
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21 Werethere, however, official “old rf'lf)enand Saul.” (Acts 11:27307, marginal read-

or elders or presbyters in the primitive
Christian congregation? To satisfy our-
selves on this point let us turn to Acts
11:30. The Christian prophet Agabus had
predicted that “a great famine was about
to come upon the entire inhabited earth,”
which famine did historically take place
in the reign of Emperor Claudius. So the
disciples of Christ in the city of Antioch
of Syria determined to send a relief minis*
tration to their needy Christian brothers in
the Roman province of Judea. Now to
whom did these contributors specifically
send this relief ministration (

Greek) ? The account says: “And this they
did, dispatching it to the older men [pres-
byters, elders] by the hand of Barnabas
21. (a) To whom specifically was the “relief ministra-
tion™ “sent from Antioch to Jerusalem, and what does

this indicate regarding the primitive congregation?
(b) What is a “presbyter«?

The governing body, composed of the apostles
and other older men, made the decision against
The disciple

circumcising Gentile Christians.
James may have acted as chairman

ing, 1971 edition) So the *“older men,”
presbyters or elders were the direct re-
cipients and these officials saw that it was
distributed to the congregations of Judea.
Webster’s Third New International -
tionary defines “presbyter” as “an official
in the early Christian church vested with
the task of providing leadership as an over-
seer usually over a local congregation.”
By the Holy Scriptures we can find out
whether that is a correct definition or not.

GOVERNING BODY—COMPOSED OP WHOM?

2  When the matter of circumcising non-

Jewish converts to Christianity became
a hot issue in Antioch of Syria, to whom
did the congregation there send to have
the issue settled? “To the apostles and
older men in Jerusalem regarding this dis-
pute.” On arrival at Jerusalem Paul and
Barnabas and others from Antioch
were received by whom? “By the
congregation and the apostles and
the older men [presbyters, or el-
ders].” In this account we notice
that the “older men” as well as
the apostles are distinguished from
the congregation. Not the whole
Jerusalem congregation, but “the
apostles and the older men gath-
ered together to see about this
affair.”—Acts 15:2, 4, 6, marginal
reading, 1971 edition.

B After the decision against cir-

cumcising the newly converted
Gentiles, then, as the account says,
“the apostles and the older men
[presbyters, elders] together with
the whole congregation favored
sending chosen men from among
22. To whom did the Antioch_ _congregation
submit the_question of circumcision,” who re-
ceived their representatives and afterward
who gathered there to see about this matter?
23. Who favored sending the Jerusalem decree

to the congregations, "and who signed as
issuing the decree?
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them to Antioch along with Paul and Bar-
nabas, namely, Judas who was called Bar-
sabbas and Silas, leading men among the
brothers; and by their hand they wrote:
The apostles and the older men, brothers,
to those brothers in Antioch and Syria and
Cilicia who are from the nations [Gen-
tiles]: Greetings!” "—Acts 15:22, 23.

AThus it appears that the apostles and

these associated “older men” (presbyters,
elders) acted as a governing body for all
the Christian congregations throughout
the earth, but they had the backing of
the Jerusalem congregation. Among those
“older men” were James the half brother
of Jesus Christ, and Judas (Barsabbas)
and Silas (Silvanus). (2 Cor. 1:19; 1 Thess.
1:1; 2 Thess. 1:1; 1 Pet. 5:12) It is usually
understood that at this meeting of the
governing body at Jerusalem this older
man (presbyter, or elder) named James
the son of Mary acted as the chairman.
But the fact that he proposed the decree
and its contents regarding the necessary
obligations of newly converted Gentiles
does not, in itself, make that chairman-
ship of his certain.—Acts 15:13-21.
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dYears later the apostle Paul was
journeying on his final trip to Jerusalem.
He stopped at the seaport of Miletus and
got in touch with the congregation nearby
at Ephesus, Asia Minor. Did he send for
the whole congregation of Ephesus to come
and let him have a farewell visit with
them? Here is what Acts 20:17 tells us:
“However, from Miletus he sent to Ephesus
and called for the older men [presbyters,
elders] of the congregation.” (Marginal
reading, 1971 edition) So the congregation
at Ephesus had its official “older men” or
elders. Acts 21:17, 18 reminds us that the
Jerusalem congregation also had such offi-
cials, for there we read Doctor Luke’s re-
port: “When we got into Jerusalem the
brothers received us gladly. But on the
following day Paul went in with us to
James; and all the older men were pres-
ent.” James the half brother of Jesus
Christ was also one of those “older men.”
In Galatians 2:9 Paul speaks of James as
a spiritual pillar, saying: “James and Ce-
phas [Peter] and John, the ones who
seemed to be pillars, gave me and Barna-
bas the right hand of sharing together.”

Z As bearing witness to the official na-

5 Acts 16:4 reports on the movements of ,re of an “older man” (or presbyter

the apostle Paul and his companion Silas
(a member of the governing body), saying:
“Now as they traveled on through the
cities [of Asia Minor] they would deliver
to those there for observance the decrees
that had been decided upon by the apostles
and older men who were in Jerusalem.”
The fact that these “older men” were
associated with the apostles and were part
of the Christian governing body makes it
certain that they were officially “older
men,” presbyters, elders.

24. Who were some of those “older men,™ and as being

what did the apostles and older men act, and who was

chairman at the meeting?

25. In the cities visited, Paul and Silas delivered the

decrees issued by whom, and what is indicated about

Ejhose g)ssomated with the apostles in deciding upon the
lecree?

elder) of the congregation, the apostle
Paul wrote to Timothy, about the years
61 to 64 C.E., these instructions: “Let the
older men who preside in a fine way be
reckoned worthy of double honor, espe*
dally those who work hard in speaking
and teaching.” (1 Tim. 5:17) Thus such
“older men” presided officially in the con-
gregation and worked at speaking and
teaching the Bible. According to James
5:14 the prayers of such “older men” were
specially beneficial.

26. On his final journey to Jerusalem, with whom did
Paul have a farewell meeting in Miletus, and what does
Acts 21:17, 18 indicate as to the makeup of the Jeru-
salem congregation?

27. According to 1 Timothy 5:17, who were to be
reckoned worthy of double honor, and why, and whose
prayers were specially beneficial?



BOUT the years 62 to 64
C.E. the apostle Peter
while at Babylon in Mesopotamia
had something to write about
“older men.” He says: “There-
fore, to the older men [presby-
ters, elders] among you | give this ex-
hortation, for I too am an older man
with them and a witness of the suffer-
ings of the Christ, a sharer even of the
glory that is to be revealed: Shepherd
the flock of God in your care, not under
compulsion, but willingly; neither for love
of dishonest gain, but eagerly; neither
as lording it over those who are God’s in-
heritance, but becoming examples to the
flock.” (1 Pet. 5:1-3) If, now, all the “flock
of God” were to be considered as “elders,”
what would be the sense of Peter in speak-
ing about the “older men among you”?
Then, too, how could it be said that that
flock of God was “in your care,” that is,
in the care of the “older men”? How would
they “shepherd the flock” if all the flock
were “elders” and hence all shepherds?
2The apostle Peter classes himself as
an “older man” with the “older men”
whom he addresses. So, if Peter was an
“older man” in an official sense, those
whom he addresses were also officially
“older men.” Certainly an apostle of Jesus
Christ should be officially an “older man.”
Consequently, when the Christian congre-
gation started out on Pentecost day of 33
C.E., it had twelve official “older men,”
1. What raise as to
whether all members of the conﬁregation were “elders” ?
2. Wh?/ must those addressed here by Peter have been
officia I)é_ older men,” and with how many “older

men” did the Jerusalem congregation start out on
Pentecost of 33 C.E.?

uestions does 1 Peter 5:137

namely, the twelve apostles of Jesus Christ.
(Acts 1:13 to 2:37) Those apostles were all
like Peter in being each “a witness of the
sufferings of the Christ,” because they
had been associated together from the
time of Jesus’ baptism until his ascension
to heaven. (Acts 1:21, 22; 1 Pet. 5:1) As
official “older men” those apostles did
“work hard in speaking and teaching,”
from Pentecost of 33 C.E. onward.—1 Tim.
5:17; Acts 2:37-42; 4:33; compare 2 John 1
and 3 John 1.

“OLDER MEN"—HOW MADE

3The eleven faithful ones of the apostles
of Jesus Christ had been disciples of him,
some as long as more than a year before
he appointed them to be apostles. (John
1:35 to 2:2; Matt. 4:12-22; 10:1-4; Luke
6:12-16) Consequently they were made
“older men” (presbyters, or elders) by
being appointed by Jesus. The later twelfth
apostle named Matthias was chosen by lot
after Jesus’ ascension to heaven, and hence
3. () How were the twelve apostles made ™older
men*? (b) According to Acts, chapter 14, In what

connection do we learn how “older men” were made
for the other congregations back there?
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not by man’s appointment (Acts 1:15-26)
How were the later “older men” of the
Jerusalem congregation put in office, also
the “older men” of other congregations
that were established after Pentecost of
33 C.E.? This is indicated for us in the
Acts of the Apostles, chapter fourteen.
The apostle Paul was on his first mission-
ary tour with Barnabas and got as far as
Derbe, Iconium, Lystra and Antioch of
Pisidia, Asia Minor, and started congrega-
tions there. On their way back they visited
these young congregations.

4How did these recently established con-
gregations get their “older men”? Acts 14:
22, 23 tells us, saying that Paul and Barna-
bas went “strengthening the souls of the
disciples, encouraging them to remain in
the faith and saying: ‘We must enter into
the kingdom of God through many tribu-
lations.” Moreover, they appointed older
men for them in [each] congregation and,
offering prayer with fastings, they com-
mitted them to Jehovah in whom they had
become believers.” Manifestly, then, the
congregations did not set up their own
“older men” by a popular vote or election
among their members. This could not be
called a “democratic” method of installing
“older men.” Paul had been chosen by
Jesus Christ as an apostle and he and
Barnabas had been sent out on this mis-
sionary trip from Antioch by instructions
of God’s holy spirit. So their appointing
of “older men” in the congregations was
theocratic—Acts 13:1-4.

5Years afterward, about the years 61
to 64 C.E., which was after Paul’s release
from his first imprisonment in Rome, he
wrote to his fellow worker Titus, who was
then in the island of Crete. Paul said:
“For this reason | left you in Crete, that
4. How were the “older men” made in the congrega-
tions revisited by Paul and Barnabas, and how was
this method theocratic?
5. What did Paul write to Titus to do about the

congregations in Crete, and what qualifications did
Titus have to observe?
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you might correct the things that were de-
fective and might make appointments of
older men in city after city, as | gave you
orders.” (Titus 1:5) Then Paul sets out
the requirements for one’s being appointed
as an “older man,” by adding: “If there
is any man free from accusation, a hus-
band of one wife, having believing children
that were not under a charge of debauch-
ery nor unruly. For an overseer must be
free from accusation as God’s steward, not
self-willed, not prone to wrath, not a
drunken brawler, not a smiter, not greedy
of dishonest gain, but hospitable, a lover
of goodness, sound in mind, righteous,
loyal, self-controlled, holding firmly to the
faithful word as respects his art of teach-
ing, that he may be able both to exhort by
the teaching that is healthful and to re-
prove those who contradict.”—Titus 1:6-9.

6By beginning to discuss the require-
ments for being an appointed “older man”
and then going on to say, “For an overseer
must be free from accusation,” and so
forth, Paul shows that an *“older man” is
also an “overseer” {e-pi‘skopos, Greek).
So at the same time that Titus would be
appointing “older men” he would be also
appointing overseers in the congregation.
Thus Paul here uses the words “older men”
and “overseers” as being synonymous, as
expressing the same idea, as being inter-
changeable. So an overseer must be an
“older man,” and an “older man” must
carry out the duties of an overseer. Paul
showed this at Miletus.

7We read: “From Miletus he sent to
Ephesus and called for the older men of
the congregation. When they got to him
he said to them: *. . . Pay attention to
yourselves and to all the flock, among
which the holy spirit has appointed you

6. How was Paul here using the terms “older men*
and ‘overseers,” and how is this shown?
7. For whom did Paul at Miletus send to come from

Ephesus, and what did he tell them to do?
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overseers [
the congregation of God, which he pur-
chased with the blood of his own Son."”
—Acts 20:17-28.

8According to those words, those “older
men” had been put in office, not by any
democratic election or voting, but by ap-
pointment of God’s holy spirit acting
through the visible governing body over
all the congregations. By being thus ap-
pointed to be “older men” (presbyters,
elders) they were simultaneously appointed
to be “overseers,” and the duty of over-
seer obliged them to act as shepherds of
the flock, God’s congregation. They were
accountable primarily, not to the govern-
ing body, but to the Great Overseer, Jeho-
vah God. (1 Pet. 2:25; lIsa. 53:6) Paul’s
words to the “older men” of Ephesus
agree with those of the apostle Peter,
when telling the “older men among you”
to shepherd God’s flock.—1 Pet. 5:1, 2.

OVERSEERS AND MINISTERIAL SERVANTS

9The apostle Peter and the other eleven
apostles were, not only “older men,” but
also “overseers.” This becomes apparent at
the time that Peter recommended to the
Jerusalem congregation to fill the place
that had been vacated by the unfaithful
apostle Judas. As calling for this, Psalm
109:8 was quoted by Peter, as he said:
“It is written in the book of Psalms, . . .
‘His office of oversight let someone else
take.”” (Acts 1:20) The Hebrew word for
“office of oversight” was rendered in the
Greek
sko-pe', which refers to the office of an
overseer (
then, the office of an apostle was the office

8. How had Paul’s visitors been made “older men,”
what service were_they obliged to render, and to whom
were they primarily responsible?

9. f(a) In connection with filling the place vacated by
unfaithful Judas, how is it indicated that the apostles
were “overseers”? (b) With how many “overseers”
gédCtEeOJerusalem congregation start at Pentecost of
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seers appointed by Jesus Christ. For this
reason, on the day of Pentecost of 33 C.E,,
the Jerusalem congregation of about one
hundred and twenty members started out
with twelve overseers. (Acts 1:15 to 2:43)
Thereafter as “older men” were appointed
to help in taking care of the growing con-
gregation, more than twelve overseers were
serving in it.

10About twenty-three years after that
Pentecost, when Paul was en route to Jeru-
salem and stopped at Miletus, the congre-
gation at nearby Ephesus had a number of
overseers, for all the “older men” whom
he summoned to see him were overseers.
(Acts 20:17-28) Four or five years later
the congregation of Philippi in Macedonia
had a number of overseers as well as a
number of ministerial servants to act as
assistants to the overseers. That is why
Paul, when writing from Rome, opened up
his letter to the congregation in that city
by saying: “Paul and Timothy, slaves of
Christ Jesus, to all the holy ones in union
with Christ Jesus who are in Philippi,
along with overseers [epi‘skopoi] and
ministerial servants Greek].”
—Phil. 1:1.

1 From this there is no mistaking that

the Philippian congregation had more than
one overseer as well as more than one
ministerial servant
doubtless true of all other first-century
Christian congregations that had enough
89pr|r]petent manpower to provide over-
seers and ministerial servants for their
It was a later development after
ath of the twelve apostles to have
one overseer over a congregation or over

10. (a?] When Paul sent from Mijletus to Ephesus, how
was the oversight of the Ephesian congregation being
taken care of?” (b) According to Philipplans 1:1, how
was the congregation in Philippi being served?

11. To Judge from the. Philip{)i congregation, how
were all other congregations with sufficient manpower
staffed, in contrast with the later system of “bishops” ?

{This w
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a number of congregations in a certain
area.*

“BODY OF OLDER MEN’" (“PRE-SBY-TE'RI-ON")

12The congregational group of overseers
would compose a “body of older men,” or
“presbytery” ( Authorized
can Standard Version), or, “elders as a
body” (
apostle Paul mentions in 1 Timothy 4:14.
(Compare Luke 22:66; Acts 22:5 as to “the
assembly of older men.”) The members of
such a “body [or, assembly] of older men”
were all equal, having the same official
status, and none of them was the most
important, most prominent, most power-
ful member in the congregation. Each
member gladly took his share of the re-
sponsibility of overseeing and shepherding
the whole congregation.

BAccordingly, what did the apostle Paul
mean by what he wrote in 1 Timothy 3:1?
There he said to Timothy: “If any man is
reaching out for an office of overseer [e-pi:
sko-pe', Greek], he is desirous of a fine
work.” He did not mean that such a de-
sirous Christian man is reaching out to be-
come the most important, responsible,
prominent and powerful person in the
congregation as its sole overseer, some-
thing like a “bishop” in Christendom, who
reigns over an area (a diocese) containing
a number of congregations. (1 Tim. 3:1,

* Read, for instance, the brief comment on this in
The New Bible Dictionary, by J. D. Douglas, M.A,
page 158, under the heading *Bishop,” which is how
many translations render epi‘akopos: “Among the
Apostolic Fathers, Ignatius is the only one who Insists
on monarchical episcopacy, and even he never states
that this is Of divine institution—an argument which
would have been decisive, if it had been available for
him to use. Jerome, commentm%_ on Titus 1:5, remarks
that the supremacy of a single bishop arose ‘by custom
rather than by the Lord's actual appointment’, as a
means of preventing schisms in the Church, (c/. Ep.
146). It seems most probable that monarchical episco-
pacy appeared in the local congregations when some

gifted individual acquired a permanent chairmanship
of the board of presbyter-bishops. ..."

12. According to 1 Timothy 4:14, what would the
congregation group of_ “older men' compose, and how
did " they compare with one another as to status?
13. According to 1 Timothy 3:1, what was a desirous
man aspiring to be and do?
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AV;AS; Revised Standard Version; Dorny
Version; New American Bible) No, but this
desirous man is merely wanting to share
with other overseers in the congregation
the duties of watching over the spiritual
condition of the congregation, feeding it
spiritually, guiding it in Jehovah’s worship.
He strives to meet the requirements for

NewEnglish Bible), such asotfgseership that are set out by the apostle

Paul in the succeeding verses, in 1 Timothy
3:2-7, and which correspond with the re-
quirements set out in Titus 1:697. Such
requirements prove that he is “desirous of
a fine work.”

KUOf course, in such a congregational
presbytery or “body [assembly] of older
men” there would have to be a chairman,
to direct the order of meetings of the “body
of older men.” Just how a member was
appointed as the chairman is not shown in
the Scriptures. It would not be a perma-
nent chairmanship, but likely it was tern-
porary, for a period of time, and was
rotated among all the coequal members
of the “body of elders.” When one elder
reached the end of his chairmanship and
relinquished it to the next one in order,
he did not cease to be an “older man” or
an “overseer.” He still remained a member
of the “body of older men.” The members
not being put in office by regular elections
of a democratic kind on the part of the
congregation, his theocratic appointment
by the governing body continued indefi-
nitely as long as he proved faithful in
office.

15There was no assistant overseer or
assistant elder. Either an appointed man
was an overseer, or he was not. Those
who assisted the overseers by taking care
of congregational matters that were not of
14. gz_i) What was needed for maintaining the order of
meetings of the “body of older men,” and how was
this need supplied? (b) How long did one's membershlg
in this “body of older men” continue, and why so~
15._([a) Why were there no assistant overseers or
assistant elders in the congregations? (b) What does

the Greek word dia‘'konos basically mean, and how
broad an application does it have?
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a specifically spiritual kind were appointed
as “ministerial servants” (

Greek). The requirements for these “minis-
terial servants” are set out by the apostle
Paulin 1 Timothy 3:8-10,12,13. The name
“deacon” is merely the Anglicized or trans-
literated form for the Greek name

nos, which ordinarily means a “minister”
in the sense of a servant. Thus the word
“minister” (
broad, general meaning. Hence when the
apostle Paul speaks of our being “ministers
of a new covenant,” or ‘ministers of God’
or “ministers of Christ,” he does not mean
that he and his fellow workers were “min-
isterial servants” of a congregation, who
assisted the *“older men” or “overseers.”
(2 Cor. 3:6; 6:4; 11:23) However, such
assistant officials could be “ministers” of
that larger responsibility in serving God
and Christ and God’s Word.—Acts 6:4.

18 Circumstances do not now allow forn

a further consideration of the theocratic
organization of the Christian congregation
of apostolic times in the first century C.E.
Among other things, the Christian congre-
gation back there had a big public work
to do. What was that? To carry out Jesus’
words, “This good news of the kingdom
will be preached in all the inhabited earth
for a witness to all the nations”; and also,
“Go therefore and make disciples of people
of all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of
the holy spirit, teaching them to observe
all the things I have commanded you.”
(Matt. 24:14; 28:19, 20) This they did with
the aid, guidance and leadership of their
“older men” (presbyters, elders), over-
seers, and ministerial servants. Even be-
fore the destruction of Jerusalem in the
year 70 C.E. the “good news of the Kking-

16. What public work did the first-century Christians
have to do, and to what extent did they accomplish it
along with their elders, overseers, and ministerial
servants?

ffieWATCHTOWER

Brooklyn, N.Y.

dom” was being preached inside and out-
side the Roman Empire, and the apostle
Paul could write from his prison quarters
in Rome: “That good news which you
heard, and which was preached in all
creation that is under heaven.” (Col. 1:2,
23) The theocratic organization back there
favored this exploit. It is an example for
us today.

8 can have a very

THEOCRATIC ORGANIZATION IN
THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

7 The commands of the Lord Jesus

Christ as quoted in the preceding para-
graph still apply today, especially since
Jehovah God established the kingdom of
his Messiah, Jesus, at the end of the Gen-
tile Times in 1914 C.E. We are therefore
interested to see how the organization of
those dedicated, baptized Christians who
are carrying out those commands harmo-
izes with the apostolic pattern of the
first century. In the issue of Zion’s Watch
Tower as of August, 1884, page 7, it said:
“The kingdom of the saints is on the
contrary a Theocracy which will rule the
world (during the period of its imperfection
and restoration) without regard to their
consent or approval.” However, with re-
gard to the organization of the saints or
holy ones on earth, this visible, earthly
organization was conducted largely on the
congregational basis for these dedicated,
baptized followers of Jesus Christ. Their
individual congregations had their elders
and deacons, these being elected at least
annually by a popular or democratic voting
on the part of the dedicated, baptized ones.
This procedure was according to the under-
standing then held of Acts 14:23.*

* See The New Creation, Study VI entitled 4Order

and Discipline in the New Creation/' pages 276278
Published in 1904.

17. According to the Watch Tower of 1884, what was
the heavenly kingdom of God's holy ones called, but
on what basis was the visible earthly organization of
these holy ones carried on?



November 15, 1971

18For example, in the issue of Zion’s
Watch Tower as of November 15, 1895,
there was published the leading article
entitled “Decently and in Order,” this
having reference to 1 Corinthians 14:40.
This discussed the matter of the officers
of the congregations of dedicated, baptized
Christians under subheadings, such as
“Order in the Early Church,” “Order
Necessary Today,” “The Apostolic Counsel
Commended,” “The Occasion of Choosing
Elders,” “The Qualifications of Elders,”
the opening paragraphs thereunder quot-
ing 1 Timothy 3:17" according to The
Emphatic Diaglott New Testament, and
saying: “If a man desires an overseer’s
office [service], he desires a good work.
[Any service we can render to the body
of Christis a blessed service.] An overseer,
then, must be irreproachable,” and so on.
It becomes apparent then that the article
equated the “elders” with *“overseers.”
—See also Zion’s Watch Tower as of Jan-
uary 15, 1896, page 24, setting forth
“REPLY:—The article ‘Decently and in
Order’.”

BThe putting of elders (overseers) and
deacons in office by the elective method of
the congregations continued down till
October 5, 1932, when the New York city
congregation by resolution asked for the
governing body to appoint for it a “service
director,” this officer to have a committee
of assistants who would be selected by the
majority vote of the congregation. This
example was followed by the congregations
all around the earth. (See The Watchtower
as of October 15, 1932, page 319, under
“Resolution.”) However, down to that time
the congregation had carried on an im-
pressive campaign for announcing Jeho-
18. With the choosing of what officers of the congrega-
tions did the 1895 article “DecentI%/_ and in Order”’
dfefal, q)nd with whom did this article equate such
fQ.ICg)S How was this method of electing elders and
deacons terminated on October 5, 1932? (b) Down to

that time, what work had the congregation accom-
plished, also embracing what name?
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vah’s name and advertising His established
kingdom of the heavens. Also, the major
part of the “harvest,” the gathering out of
the remnant of the wheatlike heirs of
the Kingdom, was accomplished. Also, on
July 26, 1931, the congregations of these
heirs of God’s kingdom began to embrace
the name “Jehovah’s witnesses.” (lsa. 43:
10-12)—See Matthew 13:24-30, 37-43.

2D  This altered arrangement for the con-

gregations of Jehovah’s witnesses con-
tinued on from October of 1932 down to
1938. In this latter year the June 1 and
15 issues of
two parts of the article “Organization”
on what was set out as theocratic organi-
zation of the congregations. After that all
the officers of the congregation were ap-
pointed by the governing body at head-
quarters. The governing body is not the
Service Department of the Watch Tower
Society, as the governing body has larger
interests than just the proclamation of
the Kingdom by proclaimers in the field.
But the governing body uses the Service
Department and other agencies in directing
the work afield.

21Today in the congregations of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses there is in general a con-
gregation servant. He acts as chairman
of the congregation and specifically directs
the preaching and teaching in the field by
the congregation members. According to
the Scriptural presentation of matters he
is both an “older man” or “elder” and,
as such, an overseer. When, in course of
time, the chairmanship that he has oc-
cupied is rotated to another member of the
presbytery or “body of older men,” he still
remains a member of that presbytery and
he is assigned appropriate duties.
20. 1(3%8’|)_|0Vg W\?\/Sh that alr}eredlarranrg];_emer}t F]ermsinat_ed
Bepartn'ﬁergt )and tﬁse |gso\felgniaegaggg§?|p of the Service
21. (a) Today who acts as chairman of the congrega-
tion, and what are his duties? (b) When the chairman-

ship passes on to another member of the presbytery,
what happens to the former occupier of it?

TheWatchtower published the
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2There is also an assistant congregation
servant, one capable of serving as chair-
man at any time that the congregation
servant cannot do so. According to the
Scriptural requirements, he is not an
assistant overseer, but he is an overseer
and “older man.” Because there is a tre-
mendous teaching work going on by the
conducting of private Bible studies in the
homes of interested people, the congrega-
tions also have an appointed Bible study
servant. Inasmuch as the Bible requires of
overseers that they be “qualified to teach”
and be “holding firmly to the faithful word
as respects his art of teaching,” this Bible
study servant must also be an overseer
and an “older man.” (1 Tim. 3:1, 2; Titus
1:5-9) These three servants have been used
as a judicial committee to handle matters
of serious spiritual concern.

BThen there are the Watchtower Study
servant and the Theocratic Ministry School
servant. Because of the nature of their
assigned duties in connection with teaching
and preaching, these also should be “older
men” and overseers “qualified to teach.”

2 Today because of the tremendous pro-
duction of Bible study aids and the wide-
spread demand for these printed publi-
cations, there are the magazine-territory
and literature departments. Also, the finan-
cial accounts of congregations have to be
kept with respect to contributions received
and expenses. But since these matters do
22. What are the duties and status of the assistant
congregation servant and the Bible study servant, and
of whom has the congregation’s judicial committee
been composed? .

23. What others in the congreg}atlon rank as “older
men” and ‘“overseers,” and why? .
24. What other departments are there in the present-

day congregation, and how do those serving in such
departments rank Scripturally?
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not have to do with the purely spiritual
concerns of the congregation the work of
the magazine-territory servant, literature
servant and accounts servant would cor-
respond with that work assigned in apos-
tolic times to the appointed “ministerial
servants” (di-a'ko-noi).

25There are today also those called
“Traveling Overseers” who move from con-
gregation to congregation in circuits and in
districts. These are appointed as “Circuit
Servants” and “District Servants.” These
also must be considered as “older men” or
“elders,” due to the requirements of their
assigned duties.

B  Thus today, under these specific desig-

nations, the services of “older men” (or
elders), overseers and ministerial servants
are being carried out. These officers are
not a titled clergy class. But with the bene-
fit of their oversight, shepherding, leader-
ship and help the general members of the
congregation now worship Jehovah God in
peace and unity and they carry on the
disciple-making work and preach the good
news of God’s kingdom of salvation world
wide before the end comes upon democra-
cies and political communism and all the
rest of this system of things. Jehovah
greatly blesses and prospers the endeavors
of his Christian witnesses to be theocratic
in organization and worship and activity.
To Him, the mighty Theocrat, be the glory
and praise forever through Jesus Christ
our Lord—1 Pet. 5:10, 11.

25. Who act as “Traveling Overseers/” and how do
they rank Scripturally ?

26. (a) Under those specific designations, the services
of whom are bemg carried out, but is there thus a
titled clergy class? (b) Thus what work is being

carried out,” and Jehovah blesses the endeavors of his
witnesses in what direction?



In the concluding discourse at each of the

“Divine Name” District Assemblies of Je-

hovah's Witnesses much was said about
“elders,” enlarging on what is printed
in the foregoing study articles. This infor-
motion met with enthusiastic response, and
it is published here for the benefit of all
our readers:

["XTOU will recall that in the discourse
“Theocratic Organization Amidst
Democracies and Communism” it was stat-
ed that the congregation servant acts as
chairman of the congregation. We refer to
him often as the presiding minister. Ac-
cording to the Scriptural presentation that
we heard, the congregation servant is both
an “older man,” or elder, and an overseer.
The statement was also made: “When, in
course of time, the chairmanship that he
has occupied is rotated to another member
of the presbytery or ,body of older men,’
he still remains a member of that presby-
tery and he is assigned appropriate du-
ties.”—Page 693, paragraph 21.

Now some of the brothers are inquiring
about what is meant by this rotation, and
should this be taking place in our day?

We noted that, according to the Bible,
congregations may have a number of older
men, all of whom are overseers. The apos-
tie Paul refers to a “body of elders [Greek,
presby te'rion].” At 1 Timothy 4:14 we
read: “Do not be neglecting the gift in
you that was given you through a pre-
diction and when the body of older men
[or, elders] laid their hands upon you.”
Here there was a “body of older men”
that had responsibility. And to Titus, Paul
said, as recorded in the first chapter of
Titus, the fifth verse: “For this reason

I left you in Crete, that you might cor-
rect the things that were defective and
might make appointments of older men
in city after city, as | gave you orders.”
According to the footnote of the New
World Translation, 1971 edition, Titus was
to “appoint elders.” These men were ap-
pointed to be elders and overseers in the
congregation. No one of them was reach-
ing out for the most important, respon-
sible, prominent and powerful position in
the congregation, nor did anyone want to
be that kind of a person. (1 Tim. 3:1)
They were all one body of shepherds de-
sirous of looking after the sheep, and they
would all work and cooperate together as
a body of elders—Acts 20:17, 28.

Of course, there would have to be a
chairman of this “body of elders” in taking
care of the shepherding work that had to
be done in the congregation. Very likely
in those early days of the Christian con-
gregation, the chairmanship rotated among
the elders.

ANNUAL ROTATION

Now, the question that the brothers
have been asking is, How is that going to
work today? It would seem good for the
rotation of elders to take place yearly.
Does that mean that the congregation ser-
vant will be changed each year? Yes! He
will still be an appointed elder, still be
one of the overseers, but another elder in
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the congregation will now become con-
gregation servant, or the chairman of the
“body of older men.” That does not make
the new chairman the most important
elder; it simply means that he will be car-
ing for added responsibilities for a time.

The information we received Friday af-
temoon of the District Assembly pointed
out that there could be five different men
filling five key positions in the congrega-
tion, namely, the congregation servant,
the assistant congregation servant, the
Bible study servant, the study
servant and the Theocratic Ministry School
servant. These should all be “older men”
of the congregation if the congregation
has that many appointed elders, and they
would make up a “body of elders.” If they
would be rotating, then each year there
would be a new chairman. Under the ro-
tation arrangement the one serving as the
chairman, the congregation servant, would
move out of his position and logically the
one serving as the assistant congregation
servant would move in as the chairman,
or congregation servant, for the next year-
ly term.

It seems good, in harmony with what
was said in the “Theocratic Organization”
talk, that beginning with October 1, 1972,
we put the rotation method into operation.
If that be Jehovah’s will, then next year,
on October 1, 1972, the one serving as as-
sistant congregation servant, where fea-
sible, will move into the congregation
servant’s position and all of the other
older men or elders in the congregation
will shift position. Logically, the Bible
study servant will become the assistant
congregation servant, the Watchtower
study servant will become the Bible study
servant and the Theocratic Ministry
School servant will become the Watch-
tower study servant. The former congre-
gation servant, still being one of the “body
of elders” and still assigned to shepherd-
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ing the flock of God, will (if there are
only five elders) fill in the remaining va-
cancy of the overseers, which will be the
position of Theocratic Ministry School ser-
vant. So for the next year he will have
that privilege of service as part of his
responsibility in shepherding the flock of
God. He will continue to be, along with
the entire “body of elders,” one of the
overseers. But the chairman of the “body
of elders” will be the new congregation
servant and he will look after the general
supervision of the work. If there are five
different elders filling these five different
appointed offices, then all of them will
move, each one, into a different position
each year.

The question might be asked, What if
some elder does not wish to take on the
office of chairman or, for some reason,
is unable to do so? Then it would be up to
the “body of elders” to make the recom-
mendation that he be allowed to be by-
passed and perhaps the next one in line in
rotation would serve as chairman. Under
those circumstances the Bible study ser-
vant might move into the position of con-
gregation servant for the coming year,
and be the presiding chairman. But there
should be a change in all positions unless
it is a small congregation and there is
only one elder. This might be the case in
newly formed congregations. We must
keep in mind that all the older men that
have been appointed as elders and over-
seers by the governing body at head-
quarters take on an office of responsibility.
Therefore each one should be willing to
rotate as respects his office and be the
chairman for a year and take on the po-
sition of the presiding minister. Also, any
elder that is bypassed at his request would
not serve another year in the office then
held but would be shifted to another ac-
ceptable office of responsibility.

It is true that some congregations do
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not have enough qualified elders or over-
seers, and some brothers may be filling
two positions now. In such cases, the “body
of elders” will have to make a recommen-
dation to the governing body as to who
could fill two positions in the next round
when there is a new chairman, or pre-
siding minister, of the “body of elders.”

QUALIFYING TO BE AN ELDER

What if the congregation does not have
five brothers who qualify to be elders and
the brothers who qualify to be overseers
do not have the time to care for the work
involved in more than one servant’s po-
sition? What then? In that case a dia'konos
or ministerial servant could be used. But
just because a ministerial servant, or dia'-
konos, is used to conduct a Theocratic
Ministry School, it does not mean that he
would automatically, by holding that po-
sition, become a member of the “body of
elders.” He must meet the qualifications
before he would be appointed to be an
elder. Having once been appointed to the
“body of elders,” whether there be five
elders
would take his position in rotation, han-
dling the various positions for which the
“body of elders” would recommend him
and to which the governing body will very
likely appoint him.

As the lecture on “Theocratic Organi-
zation” pointed out, when a person be-
comes an “older man” or elder appointed
by the governing body, that appointment
stays in force, not terminating after just
a year. Of course, he would not continue
in the position of elder if he was placed
on probation or was disfellowshiped from
the congregation. In such an event, he
would lose that fine position of being
a shepherd of the flock of God. If, due
to sickness or some other reason, he
could not care for the work of an ap-
pointed servant for a period of time, that

SSeWATCHTOWER.

ormore in the congregation,

697

would not stop him from being an elder.

Let us suppose that a congregation had
six or even seven elders. That would leave
two elders without assignments as ser-
vants in the five servant positions that
we listed earlier. What would happen to
them as the transfer of positions takes
place on October 1 each year? Probably
one could handle the Theocratic Ministry
School servant’s position, and the former
congregation servant would now be one of
the two older men without an appointment
to one of those five servant positions. But
he would still be a member of the “body
of elders” and would certainly be inter-
ested in the congregation. He would be
active in shepherding the flock. He would
be happy to take part in the service meet-
ings or would substitute at any time in
any position for one of the other officially
appointed members who might be away
or be ill.

Whether appointed to another servant’s
position or not, elders in the congregation
can serve very well in selected homes as
cchnegregation book study conductors. And
espéecially when they are not active in the
position of another servant will this often
be possible. We need good men in these
positions, and, as the Bible says, an over-
seer must be *“qualified to teach.”—1 Tim.
3:2.

However, just because a person is ap-
pointed as a book study conductor that
does not make him an elder. He may not
have the qualifications to be an elder or
“older man.” In many cases the “body of
elders” may find it necessary to use as
book study conductors those assistants re-
ferred to in the Scriptures as ministerial
servants. (1 Tim. 3:8-10, 12, 13) In oth-
er words, the ministerial servant is as-
sisting the elders in teaching because
there are not sufficient elders in the con-
gregation to take care of all of these con-
gregation book studies.
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The brothers appointed as magazine-
territory servants and literature servants
and accounts servants should be at least
ministerial servants as described in the
Bible. It is not necessary to have elders in
the congregation appointed to take care
of literature or magazines, territory or ac-
counts. These men who are ministerial ser-
vants are assistants to the “body of elders.”

How can one ever become an elder?
We read in 1 Timothy 3:1: “If any man
is reaching out for an office of overseer,
he is desirous of a fine work.” Certainly
a young man who might be appointed as
a ministerial servant and is conducting a
congregation book study or caring for
other work outlined by the presbytery is
reaching out for a fine work. He should
be desirous of being an *“older man” or
overseer, but as yet he may not have all
of the qualifications for shepherding the
flock of God. However, when he meets
the qualifications that are set out in
1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1, he can be rec-
ommended to the governing body for ap-
pointment as an elder. It will be up to the
“body of elders” to recommend such a one
as an elder and overseer in the congrega-
tion. As a member of the “body of elders”
he will then take up shepherding work
along with all the other members of the
“body of elders,” and serve as chairman
when his turn comes.

How about congregations where most of
the publishers of the Kingdom are sisters?
Can they be elders? No, they could not
be appointed as elders or as ministerial
servants. But the governing body could
request certain mature, humble sisters to
assist the brothers in the congregation or
to be substitutes in caring for the work
until the time that a qualified brother is
available.

Why are not the accounts, literature and
magazine-territory servants required to be
elders? These positions in the congrega-
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tion involve work that is largely mechani-
cal in nature or record-keeping. The “body
of elders” must look after the shepherding
of the flock or the spiritual welfare of all
of the individuals, whereas the accounts,
literature and magazine-territory servants
are looking after records, stocks and sup-
plies the brothers need. So, then, these
positions are filled by ministerial servants
or dia'konoi. Of course, if there are suffi-
cient brothers meeting the qualifications
of elders, there is no objection to having
elders handle these positions if their other
interests allow for it. But just because per-
sons do this work does not mean that
they are elders.

Should not the book study conductors
be elders because they are teachers? It
would be a fine thing if there were a
sufficient number of “older men” in the
congregation to take over all the book
study positions. But this has not proved
to be the case in most congregations.
Therefore, ministerial servants have had
to be used until such time as the body of
elders is large enough to take over these
positions. That is why it was stated that,
where there are enough elders in the con-
gregation, elders should certainly be con-
gregation book study conductors, because
a lot of good can be done in shepherding
this part of the flock that has been al-
lotted to them. To be an overseer or elder
carries with it a very heavy responsibility,
as is set forth in Acts 20:28: “Pay atten-
tion to yourselves and to all the flock,
among which the holy spirit has appointed
you overseers, to shepherd the congrega-
tion of God, which he purchased with the
blood of his own Son.” The overseer must
be intensely interested in their spiritual
welfare because, as is pointed out in the
29th verse, Paul also said, “l know that
after my going away oppressive wolves
will enter in among you and will not treat
the flock with tenderness.” The overseer



November 15, 1971

or elder must really be solid in the truth,
helping the sheep and willing to take re-
sponsibility.

SERVICE OR JUDICIAL COMMITTEE

Will there still be a committee of three
to look after some problems generally or
act as a judicial committee in the con-
gregation? Yes, and this judicial commit-
tee will continue to be made up of the
chairman or congregation servant, the as-
sistant congregation servant and the Bible
study servant. However, sometimes one of
these may be disqualified because of re-
lationship or some involvement. Then, of
course, this committee could select any
one of the other elders to make up a com-
mittee to hear a case. If for any reason
at all a brother does not qualify to serve
on a judicial committee, he should step
aside and let the “body of elders” select
another elder or elders to sit and hear
the facts in the case. There is no need to
have all the elders sitting in on a hearing,
but the brothers who hold these three po-
sitions could in most instances be the ones
that would handle the big problems for
the year, especially when a judicial com-
mittee is required.

In connection with ownership and opera-
tion of some of the Kingdom Halls there
is an association that has been formed.
Sometimes it is a legal corporation. Does
the arrangement of rotation apply to such
associations? No. What we are discussing
here involves only positions in the con-
gregations to which individuals are ap-
pointed by the governing body at head-
quarters.

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS OF ELDERS

During the coming months before Oc-
tober 1, 1972, how will the “body of el-
ders” in each congregation be selected?
The governing body through the Watch
Tower Society will send out a letter asking
the committee that now looks after each
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congregation’s activity to sit down after
further information on the subject has
been published in the columns of The
Watchtower and has been digested spiri-
tually, and prayerfully consider who with-
in your congregation really meets the
qualifications of an elder or overseer.
They, of course, would read over carefully
1 Timothy 3:2-7, Titus 1:5-9 and 1 Peter
5:1-5. Those who seem to qualify will
be compared with these requirements of
God’s Word. Then recommendations will
be made to the governing body. However,
this committee of three might know of a
number of brothers in the congregation
that definitely qualify as elders and they
may want them to sit with them when
they consider all of the brothers in the
congregation.

Then, instead of the three deciding who
qualify as elders, let five, six, seven or
eight, if there are that many older broth-
ers who have already proved over the
years that they have these qualifications,
sit and decide who among them are Scrip-
turally qualified to hold the position of
elders. In larger congregations they might
recommend as many as eight, nine or ten
elders because these brothers have the
qualifications. At the same time they may
want to decide who qualify to be minis-
terial servants. Certainly not everyone in
the congregation is going to qualify as an
elder or as a ministerial servant, because
there are new ones coming in and there
are those who are not making good prog-
ress. One’s being an elder is not necessari-
ly determined by the number of hours he
puts in the field service. Of vital concern
are his spiritual qualifications, his love for
Jehovah God, his interest in his fellow
workers in the congregation, and his abili-
ty as a teacher and as one who can re-
prove and exhort. Of course, he must be
enthusiastic too for the preaching of the
good news. But he must primarily be one
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who will shepherd those already in the
flock of God, as well as leading them in
the field.

Very likely the governing body will ask
for (1) the congregation’s recommenda-
tion of elders, and along with that, their
recommendation as to which one of those
recommended as elders should fill the office
as congregation servant or chairman of
the “body of elders” for the year begin-
ning October 1, 1972, as well as which
ones should fill the other key positions
mentioned, five in number, (2) also, their
recommendation of ministerial servants
any of whom could fill the positions of
accounts, literature and magazine-territory
servants, as the “body of elders” see fit
to use them. Of course, “older men” can
fill these positions too, but their principal
work is as shepherds and teachers.

After the governing body receives rec-
ommendations from the congregation, then
proper appointments will be made. The
governing body will do the appointing of
elders in every congregation and this in-
formation will be sent out by the govern-
ing body through the various offices of the
Society throughout the world.

ELDERS APPOINTED TO VISIT CONGREGATIONS

Then what about circuit and district
servants? Will there be any rotation con-
ceming them? Yes, these the Society ex-
pects to rotate to new assignments every
two years. Sometimes circuit servants may
even be made district servants for a pe-
riod of two years and then, after being
district servants, they may be made cir-
cuit servants, depending on what is felt
to be best in the interest of the work gen-
erally throughout the country.

These brothers, of course, qualify as
elders; that is why they are in these po-
sitions. When visiting congregations they
will cooperate with the *“body of elders”
of each congregation to the full and join
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in their field activities and in building up
the entire congregation spiritually. But af-
ter servants are appointed during the year
or rotate the following year, there will be
no need for the circuit servant to recom-
mend any changes, unless the circuit ser-
vant along with the whole “body of elders”
sees that there is an emergency calling for
a change.

Does a circuit servant when he visits a
congregation have more authority than
the elders of the congregation and can he
change things in the congregation, such
as times of meetings, the arrangement of
the hall, or change brothers in the various
positions of oversight? No! A circuit ser-
vant does not have that authority. A cir-
cuit servant is simply an elder appointed
by the Society to visit congregations to
build them up spiritually and take the
lead in the field service. His being a cir-
cuit servant does not mean that he is
better qualified than are the local elders.
Often the Society uses congregation ser-
vants to be circuit servants on weekends
to serve other congregations in the vicin-
ity. These congregation servants or other
servants are used because they are quali-
fled to give spiritual advice and counsel.
The circuit servant or district servant
should never think himself superior to the
“body of elders” in the congregation. He
should consider himself as an elder sent
to the congregation by the Society to give
what help and assistance he can offer and
to encourage the whole congregation to
press on in their grand work. The “body
of elders” in the congregation should look
forward twice a year to the visit of the
circuit servant, who is also an elder, know-
ing that he will bring some good spiritual
counsel from the Word of God and that
he himself will set a good lead in the field
service.

Of course, the governing body will have
a lot more to say about this in the So-
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ciety’s publications as time goes on. In the
meantime the congregations will function
just as they are with the appointed ser-
vants, and when September 1972 rolls
around, then the congregations having re-
ceived their appointments of servants will
begin to transfer the work over to the new
servants during the month of September,
and on October 1 the new presiding min-
ister of the congregation will become
chairman of the “body of elders” or older
men, each handling his overseer’s assign-
ment. Each year the brothers in the con-
gregation will rotate in their respective
positions and work together as a body,
having just one interest in mind, and that
is the welfare of the congregation itself,
and they will cooperate and shepherd the
flock of God that has been allotted to
them.
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These organization adjustments will help
to bring the operation of the congrega-
tions into closer conformity with God’s
Word, and surely that will result in greater
blessings from Jehovah. There will be
more of a sharing of the load of work in
the congregations, and this will make it
possible for the “older men” to devote
greater attention to the actual teaching
of Gods Word and to shepherding the
flock, to help each one to keep strong in
faith. Also, as we get a clearer view of
the matter of overseers, it helps us to focus
our attention more sharply on Jehovah
God, our Chief Overseer, and on the one
whom Jehovah has designated as the Head
of His congregation, and that is the Lord
Jesus Christ, who is now actively ruling
as king. As we do this, it will greatly
strengthen our appreciation for the way
in which Jehovah leads his people.

*PREACH THE WORD'

JL65 C.E. The apostle

Paul was suffering in

chains as a prisoner in

Rome. Under these cir-

cumstances he wrote his

final letter to Timothy.

Paul’s purpose was to

equip Timothy, as a

Christian overseer, to resist apostate ele-
ments in the congregation and to build
it up as a mighty “pillar and support of
the truth.”—1 Tim. 3:15; 2 Tim. 1:8,
16.

Paul knew that he would not
much longer be on hand to observe
how Timothy cared for the minis-
try as an overseer or “older man.”
But God and Christ would. There-
fore he wrote: “l solemnly charge
you before God and Christ Jesus,
who is destined to judge the living
and the dead, and by his manifesta-

tion and his kingdom, preach the word, be
at it urgently in favorable season, in trou-
blesome season, reprove, reprimand, ex-
hort, with all long-suffering and art of
teaching.” (2 Tim. 4:1, 2) But where was
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Timothy to “preach the word” and why?
What did it mean for him to do so in “fa-
vorable season” and in “troublesome sea-
son”?

A consideration of the context reveals
what Paul had in mind. Earlier he warned
Timothy about the apostasy that was be-
ginning to manifest itself and that would
eventually spring into full bloom. (2 Tim.
2:14-18; 3:8-13) And after admonishing
Timothy to *“preach the word,” Paul al-
luded to persons who would turn away
from the truth, that is, become apostates.
He stated: “There will be a period of time
when they will not put up with the health-
ful teaching, but, in accord with their
own desires, they will accumulate teachers
for themselves to have their ears tickled;
and they will turn their ears away from
the truth, whereas they will be turned
aside to false stories.”—2 Tim. 4:3, 4.

So from the context it is clear that Paul
was not speaking about preaching to out-
siders, but about preaching inside the
congregation by one who was an over-
seer or “older man.” Hence the expres-
sions “favorable season” and “troublesome
season” must be descriptive of circum-
stances, not in the world, but within the
congregation.

FAVORABLE AND TROUBLESOME SEASONS

Paul’s letter indicates that Timothy had
to contend with persons who ‘fought about
words,” indulged in “foolish and ignorant
questionings,” and who were “not favor-
ably disposed” to the truth. (2 Tim. 2:14,
23-25) The presence of such persons in
the congregation would certainly create a
“troublesome season.” Trouble or opposi-
tion coming from those wrongly inclined
within the congregation might cause a
tendency to water down the “word” or
to answer in kind, copying the methods of
the opposers. Nevertheless, Timothy was
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to preach, not human philosophies or spec-
illations, but God’s “word” unadulterated.

Regardless of whether the congregation
was experiencing favorable or troublesome
season internally, there were good reasons
for Timothy to “preach the word.” Such
preaching would strengthen the congrega-
tion spiritually, thereby acting as a de-
terrent to the apostasy. Timothy would
thus be able to say, as Paul had previously
said to the older men of the Ephesus con-
gregation: “l am clean from the blood
of all men, for I have not held back from
telling you all the counsel of God.”
—Acts 20:26, 27.

AVOIDING HUMAN WISDOM
Today overseers or “older men” in the
congregations of Jehovah’s Christian wit-
nesses appreciate that they, too, must be
examples in ‘preaching the word.” There-
fore they seek to imitate the example of
the apostle Paul. Though well educated,
he shunned showy speech and display of
human wisdom and its power to persuade.
While human wisdom or cleverness was
very appealing to the ancient Greeks, Paul
avoided it because he wanted his hearers
to found their faith, not on man’s wisdom,
but on Christ and have it built up through
God’s spirit and power.—1 Cor. 2:1-5.

Whereas today clever sayings or devices,
jokes and the like may have a certain
appeal, such things generally detract from
‘preaching the word.” They have nothing
to do with “a dispensing of anything by
God in connection with faith.” (1 Tim.
1:4) They are a product of worldly wis-
dom.

Being under command to “preach the
word,” overseers or “older men” recog-
nize that they must shun things that tend
to diminish the full force of God’s message
or word. If they find that those who hear
their discourses are talking much more
about the illustrations used than about
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the principles of God’s Word learned
through these illustrations, these men

make adjustments. They know that they
have not succeeded in fulfilling their as-
signment to “preach the word” if in any
way they have hindered their listeners
from getting the full impact of the instrue-
tion from the Bible.

Nothing is as effective and powerful in
motivating others to action as the message
of the Bible. “The word [or message] of
God is alive and exerts power and is sharp-
er than any two-edged sword and pierces
even to the dividing of soul and spirit,
and of joints and their marrow, and is able
to discern thoughts and intentions of the
heart.” (Heb. 4:12) The “word of God”
can penetrate the very motives of an indi-
vidual. It reaches the heart and reveals
whether one is actually living according
to right principles or has a desire to do so.

EFFECT ON THOSE OUTSIDE
THE CONGREGATION

Therefore in the preaching and teaching
done within the congregation nothing
should be allowed to detract from God’s
Word. Not things done chiefly for effect,
but Biblical instruction strengthens and

e How could persons called to heavenly life be
given undeserved kindness in “connection with
Christ Jesus before times long lasting,” as
2 Timothy 1:9 indicates?—U.S.A.

It would, of course, be impossible for indi-
viduals to receive undeserved kindness many
centuries before their birth. However, Jehovah
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builds up the congregation spiritually, en-
couraging all to remain faithful to Jeho-
vah God. Outsiders, too, are affected in a
wholesome way. When attending meetings
where speakers concentrate on imparting
instruction from the Bible, outsiders can
readily see that something more valuable
than human wisdom is being imparted,
prompting sincere ones to say: “God is
really among you.”—1 Cor. 14:25.

Since there must be this ‘preaching of
the word’ inside the congregation, it is
only logical that the same “word” be de-
dared to outsiders. No reason exists for
going beyond the Bible and speculating on
such matters as what people may expect
in the way of homes, and other possessions,
work and entertainment in the “new
earth” of God’s making. All the informa-
tion that individuals must know to gain
God’s approval and life is contained in the
Bible. Hence they need to hear what God’s
Word has to say.

So, whether done inside or outside the
congregation, let our preaching as true
Christians be a ‘preaching of the WORD.’
Such preaching alone will strengthen sin-
cere hearers in their determination to be
faithful servants of Jehovah God.

God foreordained a class of persons (but not
the specific individuals forming it) to become
heirs of a heavenly kingdom. That being his
purpose, it was as good as accomplished and
hence it could be said that this class of persons
had received undeserved kindness “before times
long lasting.” Romans 4:17 says of Jehovah:
“[He] calls the things that are not as though
they were.” So this can be one way of looking
at the matter.

The expression “before times long lasting
evidently designates a period of considerable,
though undetermined length. However, other
scriptures enable us to be more specific rela-
tive to the time involved. In his letter to the
Ephesians, the apostle Paul wrote: “He [God]
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chose us in union with him before the found-
ing [kata-bole'] of the world, that we should
be holy and without blemish before him
in love. For he foreordained us to the adop-
tion through Jesus Christ as sons to him-
self, according to the good pleasure of his will,

. we were also assigned as heirs, in that we
were foreordained according to the purpose
of him who operates all things according to
the way his will counsels.”—Eph. 1:4-11.

The Greek term for founding (kata-bole")
appearing in this passage literally means “a
casting or laying down” and can mean the
implanting of seed in human conception. In
fact, at Hebrews 11:11 the term is appropriate-
ly rendered “conceive.” We read: “By faith
also Sarah herself received power to conceive
seed, even when she was past the age limit.”
Clearly the reference is to Abraham’ *throw-
ing down* human seed for the begetting of a
son and Sarahs receiving that seed so as to
be fertilized.

As to the **founding of the world,” Jesus
Christ linked this event with Abel, saying:
*That the blood of all the prophets spilled
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from the founding of the world may be re-
quired from this generation, from the blood of
Abel down to the blood of Zechariah.” (Luke
11:50, 51) Thus Abel is spoken of as living
at the “founding of the world." Abel being
a son of Adam and Eve, the “founding of the
world” manifestly refers to the time when the
first human pair became parents to children,
thereby producing a world of mankind. So
it must have been after Adam and Eve sinned
and before children were bom to them that
Jehovah God purposed to produce a class of
persons to be heavenly rulers with his Son.
This was about 4,000 years before Paul wrote
his letter to Timothy and so could well be
spoken of as being “before times long lasting.”
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