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the interest of a faithful concern for the 
well-being of a marriage partner.”

Committees of experts appointed by the 
two denominations worked out the state- 
ments, which take a like liberal and con- 
temporary view not only regarding fom i- 
cation and adultery but also in regard to 
homosexuality, abortion, masturbation and 
artificial insemination. All these are not 
wrong in themselves, it is claimed; ‘it all 
depends upon the circumstances.’ The Lu- 
theran document was formally accepted as 
the position of that church. The Presby- 
terian statement was accepted for study 
by that church.

Then again, in a Methodist church in 
San Francisco, minister Lloyd Wake per- 
formed a marriage uniting two male homo- 
sexuals. ( Daily Pilot, March 27,1971) And 
Anglican theologian Norman Pittenger, of 
Cambridge University, has come out with 
a suggested code of ethical conduct for 
homosexuals.—Caspar Star-Tribune, Janu- 
ary 16, 1971.

It is true, of course, that not all reli- 
gions may openly or officially endorse such 
views regarding morality, nor do all cler- 
gymen. Yet most of them give tacit ap- 
proval by afiowing members who practice 
such things to remain in good standing

W HAT makes a Christian really a 
Christian? Should not his morals 

play a large part in this, and should not 
his moral standards be higher than those 
of non-Christians? If not, then in what 
way could the Christian believe that his 
religion is superior to the non-Christian 
religions? And, finally, if one claims to be 
a Christian, should not his moral standards 
be those found in the Bible?

There was a time when Christendom’s 
churches, by and large, based their morals 
on the Holy Bible. But how do the church- 
es of Christendom view Christian morals 
today?

A report from the Dallas Morning News 
of August 6, 1970, says: “Churches Ex- 
amine Sexuality. United Presbyterian, Lu- 
therans, Adopt Contemporary View.” 
What is this contemporary view?

The report goes on to show that accord- 
ing to the Lutheran statement “sexual in- 
tercourse outside of marriage is a growing 
reality of our time” and “to state cate- 
gorically that it is wrongful is to come at 
it legalistically rather than contextually.” 
In much the same vein the Presbyterian 
statements hold that “there may be ex- 
ceptional circumstances where extramari- 
tal sexual activity may not be contrary to
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couple’s own decision, their conjugal and 
sexual morality is quite rigid. . . . They 
regard the Bible as their source of belief 
and rule of conduct.”

What does the Bible itself say about 
sexual morality? Does it make allowance 
for “exceptional circumstances” as justi- 
fication for adultery, fornication or homo* 
sexuality? Hebrews 13:4 states: “Let mar- 
riage be honorable among all, and the 
marriage bed be without defilement, for 
God will judge fornicators and adulterers.” 
And at 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10 we read: 
“What! Do you not know that unrighteous 
persons will not inherit God’s kingdom? 
Do not be misled. Neither fornicators, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men kept for 
unnatural purposes, nor men who lie with 
men, nor thieves, nor greedy persons, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners 
will inherit God’s kingdom.” Is this not 
clear and unmistakable in its meaning?

Jehovah’s witnesses also believe that to 
retain God’s favor they must remain clean 
as a congregation. They recognize that, 
just as a little leaven will ferment a whole 
batch of flour or a bad apple w ill cause a 
whole basket of apples to rot, in the same 
way an immoral person allowed to remain 
in a congregation will have a polluting ef- 
feet on others therein. So, any who prac- 
tice immoral acts make themselves liable 
to “disfellowshiping,” that is, expulsion 
from all congregations of Jehovah’s wit- 
nesses. While it is true that such persons 
may be accepted back after a period of 
time, this is only when sincere repentance 
and elimination of the wrong practice are 
evident.

What does the Bible say on this? The 
apostle Paul commanded concerning a man 
in the Christian congregation at Corinth 
who was living immorally: “Remove the 
wicked man from among yourselves.” And 
in that connection he stated: “Now I am 
writing you to quit mixing in company
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within the church. Have you not found 
this to be so?

The Roman Catholic Church, as is well 
known, has firmly opposed abortion as 
well as divorce and birth control. But it is 
equally well known that many predomi- 
nantly Catholic lands have a very high 
rate of illegitimacy. To cite but one ex- 
ample, the official Catholic weekly Orien- 
taci&n, (September 24, 1967) gave figures 
showing that 66.5 percent of all births in 
El Salvador were illegitimate. Prostitution 
is also high in many Catholic lands, the 
Italian weekly Lo Specc reporting that
100,000 prostitutes were active in Rome 
itself in recent years. Despite the high 
rate of concubinage, adultery and fomica- 
tion in many such lands, excommunication 
for these practices is rare. So they con- 
tinue to flourish.

Have you ever inquired of the pastor of 
your church what his view is on Christian 
morals? His answer might surprise you.

How do the views and position of Je- 
hovah’s witnesses compare with those giv- 
en above? Do they follow the modem 
trend?

Their position briefly is this: They be- 
lieve the Bible account that, in creating 
man, God gave humans their male and 
female characteristics. (Gen. 1:27) Be- 
cause of this, and because the sex powers 
relate to the procreation of life (which 
the Bible presents as sacred), they ac- 
knowledge that God alone has the authori- 
ty and right to say what is proper and 
good and what is improper and bad as to 
the use of our sexual powers. Also because 
of this sacredness of life, they consider 
the deliberate destruction of a living fetus 
by abortion to be murder.—Gen. 9:6; Ex. 
21:22, 23.

Commenting on the beliefs of Jehovah’s 
witnesses, the New Catholic Encyclopedia 
(1967) Vol. 7, p. 846, says: “Except for 
birth control, which they leave to the

SheWATCHTOWER,
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you think that these fruits are the product 
of sowing what is good?

God’s laws are not only authoritative 
but also wise and for man’s good. “Godly 
devotion is beneficial for all things, as it 
holds promise of the life now and that 
which is to come.” (1 Tim. 4:8) Yes, liv- 
ing by Bible principles leads to happy, 
united homes and to the reward of endless 
life in God’s favor. Is this what you want? 
If so, then you doubtless appreciate the 
importance of Christian morals. In a world 
experiencing moral decay, should you not 
avoid those who show themselves Chris- 
tians in name only and seek rather to as- 
sociate with those who are morally clean? 
You will find such association refreshing 
and stimulating to clean and wholesome 
conduct.

A ugust  1, 1971

with anyone called a brother that is a for- 
nicator or a greedy person or an idolater 
or a reviler or a drunkard or an extortion- 
er, not even eating with such a man.” 
(1 Cor. 5:11-13) Is this instruction fol- 
lowed in the church you attend?

The rule in God’s Word is that ‘what a 
person sows he will reap.’ (Gal. 6:7, 8) 
What does the modern trend regarding sex 
lead to? Is it not true that divorce and 
broken homes are increasing and that such 
broken families are fertile soil for juvenile 
delinquency? Is it not true that health au- 
thorities now warn that venereal diseases 
are getting out of hand, reaching epidemic 
proportions? And is it not true that file- 
gitimacy is skyrocketing, with ever youn- 
ger unwed girls becoming mothers or 
undergoing abortions to avoid this? Do

SBeWATCHTOWER

have been found containing the divine 
name in its full form.

But, on the other hand, God’s name does 
occur in its abbreviated form in both the 
old Greek manuscripts and the transla- 
tions of them. In your Bible reading have 
you observed at Revelation 19:1, 3, 4, 6, 
the expression “Alleluia” or “Hallelujah”? 
According to Webster’s New Collegiate 
Dictionary “Hallelujah” means: “Praise 
ye Yah ( Jehovah).”

This appearance of God’s name in ab- 
breviated form reveals that use of the 
name was not obsolete among early Chris- 
tians. Why, then, does God’s name in its 
full form not appear in any existing manu-

/  TJERHAPS in your Bible reading you׳
 JL have come across God’s name in the ״י
so-called “Old Testament.” For example, 
you may have read in the King James Ver- 
sion: “That men may know that thou, 
whose name alone is JEHOVAH, art the 
most high over all the earth.”—Ps. 83:18; 
Isa. 12:2.

However, in your reading of the “New 
Testament” or Christian Greek Scriptures 
you may never have come across God’s 
name. Most translators have left it out 
when translating that part of the Bible. 
Why? One reason is that so far no an- 
cient manuscript copies of the original 
text of the Christian Greek Scriptures
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more.”—The Cairo Geniza, pp. 222, 224.
But when did “Christians” in their 

Greek translations of the Hebrew Scrip- 
tures replace God’s name in its Tetragram- 
maton form by the titles (Lord)
and ho The-os' (the God)? If we can de-
termine this, it will shed light upon wheth- 
er the writers of the Christian Greek 
Scriptures actually used God’s name in 
their inspired writings, and whether the 
earliest copies of their original writings 
contained the divine name.

WHEN THE DIVINE NAME WAS REPLACED
The replacing of God’s name in Tetra- 

grammaton form in the Christian Greek 
Scriptures evidently occurred in the cen- 
turies following the death of Jesus and 
his apostles. This is apparent because in 
Greek translations of the “Old Testament” 
or Hebrew Scriptures made in the first 
centuries of the Common Era by professed 
Christians the divine name is found. For 
example, in Aquila’s Greek version, dating 
from about the year 128 C.E., the Tetra- 
grammaton still appeared in Hebrew char- 
acters.

Also, around 245 C.E., the noted scholar 
Origen produced his Hexapla, a six-column 
reproduction of the inspired Hebrew 
Scriptures. On the evidence of the frag- 
mentary copies now known, Professor 
W. G. Waddell says: “In Origen’s Hexapla 
. . . the Greek Versions of Aquila, Sym- 
machus, and LXX [Sep all repre- 
sented JHWH by Π ΙΠ Ι; in the second col- 
umn of the Hexapla the Tetragrammaton 
was written in Hebrew characters.”* Oth- 
ers believe the original text of Origen’s 
Hexapla used Hebrew characters for the 
Tetragrammaton in all its columns. Origen 
himself stated that “in the most faithful 
manuscripts t h e  n a m e  is written in He- 
brew characters, that is, not in modem, 
but in archaic Hebrew.”

* The Journal of Theological Studies, Vol. XLV, 
July-October, 1944, pp. 158, 159.
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script copy of the Greek Bible text? Does 
this absence of God’s name in these old 
manuscripts indicate that Jesus and his 
disciples did not use the name Jehovah?

EXPLANATION THAT IS NO LONGER VALID
It was long believed that the reason 

God’s name in its full form is not found 
in any known manuscript copies of the 
Christian Greek Scriptures is that early 
Christians used the Greek Septuagint 
translation of the Hebrew Scriptures, and 
that they simply followed its practice of 
omitting the divine name. This Greek 
Septuagint version had been prepared for 
Greek-speaking Jews beginning about 280 
B.C.E., and is the translation of the He- 
brew Scriptures that early disciples of Je- 
sus Christ are thought to have used.

The consensus of opinion used to be 
that, because of a Jewish superstition re- 
garding God’s name, the Greek Septm- 
gint translators had substituted in their 
version the Greek titles Ky'rios (Lord) or 
ho The-os' (the God) for the Tetragram-
maton, the four Hebrew letters (יהרה) that 
represent God’s name Jehovah. But com- 
paratively recent discoveries have shown 
that the oldest fragments of the Greek 
Septuagint actually do contain God’s name 
in its Hebrew form!

Commenting on this fact, Dr. Paul E. 
Kahle says: “We now know that the Greek 
Bible text [the Septuagint] as far as it was 
written by Jews for Jews did not trans- 
late the Divine name by Tcy'rios [Lord], 
but the Tetragrammaton written with He- 
brew or Greek letters was retained in such 
MSS [manuscripts].”

Who, then, replaced the divine name in 
copies of the Greek Septuagint with the 
titles “Lord” or “God”? Dr. Kahle goes on 
to answer: “It was the Christians who re- 
placed the Tetragrammaton by ky'rios 
[Lord], when the divine name written in 
Hebrew letters was not understood any
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disciples to pray: “Our Father in the heav- 
ens, let your name be sanctified.” (Matt. 
6:9) His works, he said, were done “in the 
name of my Father.” (John 10:25) And 
in prayer on the night of his death, he 
said that he had ‘made his Father’s name 
manifest’ to his disciples.—John 17:6, 26.

In view of all this, when Jesus quoted 
the Hebrew Scriptures or read from them 
he certainly used the divine name, Jeho- 
vah. For example, he would do so when 
he quoted from the Hebrew Scriptures at 
Deuteronomy 8:3, and said: “It is written, 
‘Man must live, not on bread alone, but on 
every utterance coming forth through Je- 
hovah’s mouth.’ ” (Matt. 4:4; also com- 
pare Matthew 22:37 with Deuteronomy 
6:5; Matthew 22:44 with Psalm 110:1; and 
Luke 4:16-21 with Isaiah 61:1, 2.) Logi- 
cally, those disciples of Jesus who were 
inspired to write the Christian Greek 
Scriptures would follow their Master’s ex- 
ample of using the divine name, thus in- 
corporating it into their Bible writings.

Why, then, is the name absent from 
the ancient manuscripts of the Christian 
Greek Scriptures or so-called “New Testa- 
ment” we now have? Evidently because 
by the time those ancient copies were 
made, which was from the third century 
C.E. onward, the original text of the writ- 
ings of the apostles and disciples had been 
altered. The divine name (possibly in Tet- 
ragrammaton form) was undoubtedly re- 
placed with Ky'rios and ho ׳ by later
copyists, precisely what the facts show 
was done in later copies of the 
translation of the Hebrew Scriptures.

Recognizing that this must have been 
the case, some translators have included 
the name “Jehovah” in their renderings 
of the Christian Greek Scriptures. There 
is sound basis for this. Yes, God’s name 
does belong in the whole Bible.

A ugust  1, 1971

As late as the fourth century, Jerome, 
the translator who produced the Latin Vul- 
gate, says in his Prologus Galeatus pref- 
acing the books of Samuel and Malachi: 
“We find the four-lettered name of God 
(i.e., יהוה) in certain Greek volumes even 
to this day expressed in the ancient let- 
ters.”

What does such information indicate? 
It makes clear that the so-called “Chris- 
tians” who “replaced the Tetragrammaton 
by Tcy'rios”in the Septuagint copies were
not the early disciples of Jesus. They were 
persons of later centuries, when the fore- 
told apostasy was well developed and had 
corrupted the purity of Christian teach- 
ings.—2 Thess. 2:3; 1 Tim. 4:1.

USED BY JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES
There is irrefutable evidence, then, that 

God’s name was found in copies of the 
Scriptures used in the time of Jesus and 
his disciples, both in Hebrew manuscripts 
and in Greek manuscript translations. 
Surely these men used the divine name 
as they read and taught people from such 
copies of the Scriptures. Also, when writ- 
ing the Christian Greek Scriptures, the 
disciples of Jesus without question would 
follow the God-approved practice of using 
the divine name in their writings. Their 
master Jesus Christ certainly set them the 
example as he magnified his Father’s 
name.

Consider the very name “Jesus.” This 
was the name that the heavenly angel di- 
rected Mary to give the child that was to 
be bom to her. (Luke 1:30, 31) And that 
name “Jesus” gives prominence to God’s 
name, for in Hebrew it means: “Salvation 
of Jah [Jehovah].”

What is more, Jesus repeatedly held the 
name of his Father before the people in 
his ministry. For example, he taught his

SiieW ATCHTOW ER.



This Greek term lays emphasis on a 
particular aspect of service, that of a 
personal service. In fact, one of its earliest 
uses in the Greek language is to describe 
the service of ‘waiting at table’ for an- 
other, serving food to the one eating, being 
his attendant.

Did you realize that the Bible uses the 
Greek words for ministering a number of 
times in this same early sense? For exam- 
pie, Jesus gave the illustration of a master 
whose slave comes in from the field where 
he has been plowing or minding the flocks 
(rendering service, true, but not of a very 
personal nature), and the master tells his 
slave: “Get something ready for me to 
have my evening meal, and put on an 
apron and minister [form of dia-ko-ne'o] 
to me.” (Luke 17:7, 8) Both Martha and 
Peter’s mother-in-law ‘ministered’ in simi- 
lar ways, serving food, rendering personal 
service. (Mark 1:30, 31; Luke 10:40; John 
12:2; compare John 2:5-9.) Yes, “to minis- 
ter” has a broad meaning. But could ac- 
tivities like those just described ever be 
properly spoken of as part of the “Christian 
ministry”? Let us see.

As Jesus had said, he came, not ‘to be 
ministered to, but to minister to others.’ 
Nevertheless, certain ones did minister to 
Jesus and he accepted their service, for it 
was done voluntarily and with the desire 
to enable him and his disciples to use 
their time and energies in spiritual activ- 
ity. For example, we read of a number of 
women “who had accompanied Jesus from 
Galilee to minister to him” and to his dis- 
ciples. The mother of James and John was

T HE mention of the Christian ministry 
brings different things to mind to 
different persons. What do you think of? 

Like many, do you think of a man who 
preaches and teaches in a congregation? 
Or, like others, do you think of carrying 
the good news of God’s kingdom to persons 
in their homes? Which is correct?

Actually each of these ideas represents 
a ministry of Christians. But neither in 
itself—nor even both together—expresses 
the Christian ministry in its full sense. 
In fact, if we viewed the Christian ministry 
as limited to such activities only, then we 
would have an incomplete, imperfect grasp 
of what it embraces. Since this would 
impair our service to God, let us investi- 
gate and see what the Christian ministry 
consists of according to God’s own Word.

WHAT IT MEANS TO MINISTER
Jesus Christ told his disciples: “The Son 

of man came, not to be ministered to, but 
to minister and to give his soul a ransom 
in exchange for many.” He showed that 
he was thereby setting an example for all 
his followers. They, too, should be active 
in ministering to others, not seeking for 
others to minister to them. (Matt. 20: 
26-28; Luke 22:26,27) How would they do 
this?

The expression “to minister” in this 
text translates a Greek verb ( )
meaning literally “to serve.” Yes, basically 
the Christian ministry is Christian service. 
If we keep this in mind we will be better 
able to grasp the full meaning of such 
ministry.
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di-a-ko-ne'o) to Paul while he was in prison. 
(2 Tim. 1  -Philem. 13) What ser ;־1618:
vices did they render? The record does not 
give particular details. Aside from pro- 
viding food and other physical needs we 
know they carried messages and relayed 
instructions from the apostles to others, 
and they doubtless did secretarial work, 
made purchases, perhaps of writing ma- 
terials, and performed other similar tasks 
as true assistants to the apostles. Surely 
they looked upon such service as a Chris- 
tian ministry and a real privilege, just as 
it was.

By their ministering to Paul and others, 
these made it easier for the ones served to 
concentrate their efforts on their own par- 
ticular ministry. Paul had a special minis- 
try assigned him by Christ Jesus and that 
was “to bear thorough witness to the good 
news of the undeserved kindness of God,” 
particularly to the “nations” or Gentiles, 
to whom Paul was an apostle. (Acts 20: 
24; 21:19; Rom. 11:13; Eph. 3:5-7) Also 
in serving as a ‘minister of a new cove- 
nant,’ Paul was aiding persons to become 
part of the nation of spiritual Israel in that 
new covenant. And, even more important- 
ly, he was serving those already in that 
new covenant, rendering service as a shep- 
herd, helping Christians to stay faithful 
to that covenant’s terms and see its bene- 
fits realized toward them.—2 Cor. 3:5, 6; 
4:1; Col. 1:23-25.

In time, some of those who ‘ministered’ 
to Paul were themselves charged with do- 
ing shepherding work within spiritual Is- 
rael, the Christian congregation. Timothy, 
for example, was asked to stay in Ephesus 
to aid the congregation there for a period 
of time.—1 Tim. 1:3.

THE MORE VITAL ASPECTS 
OF THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY

Yes, all these many services were minis- 
tries, all part of the Christian ministry.
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among these. (Matt. 27:55; Mark 15:40, 
41) How did they ‘minister׳?

Likely by rendering services such as the 
preparing of meals, mending or washing 
clothes, perhaps even making such gar- 
ments. (Compare Acts 9:36-39; Romans 
16:1, 2.) And they evidently used their 
own funds and possessions to provide many 
of the needs of Jesus and his disciples, for 
Luke 8:3 says they “were ministering to 
them from their belongings.”

But by caring for the needs of Jesus and 
his male disciples so that they could con- 
centrate on preaching and teaching, were 
these women performing a Christian minis- 
try? Most assuredly, and a fine ministry 
indeed. Such ministry was highly appre- 
ciated by Jesus himself and merited par- 
ticular mention in God’s Word. (Compare 
also Mark 14:3-9.) This can also be seen 
by Jesus’ parable of the sheep and the 
goats as recorded at Matthew 25:31-46.

In this account we find the goatlike ones, 
judged adversely by Jesus, saying to him, 
“Lord, when did we see you hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick 
or in prison and did not minister to f" 
Jesus replied that “to the extent that you 
did not do it to one of these least ones 
[of Jesus’ spiritual brothers], you did not 
do it to me.” The sheeplike ones, on the 
other hand, had performed such ministry 
and were richly blessed for doing so. Do 
you share in such ministry? Do you gladly 
avail yourself of opportunities to render 
help and aid to those of Christ’s brothers 
today? Yes, even for the “least ones,” as 
well as those more prominent?

‘MINISTERING' TO THE APOSTLES
After Jesus’ death, the Bible record 

shows, some, including young John Mark, 
Timothy and others, ministered to certain 
of the apostles (Acts 13:5; 19:22; 2 Tim. 
4:11), and some ‘rendered services’ (from
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praised matters, and the result was that 
“the word of God went on growing, and 
the number of the disciples kept mul- 
tiplying in Jerusalem very much.” (Acts 
6:7) It is noteworthy that those assigned 
to minister to tables did not conclude that 
nothing more was required in their case. 
Stephen, for example, had a powerful share 
in public proclamation of God’s Word. 
—Acts 6:8—7:60.

SHARING IN THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY TODAY
Seeing the broad scope of the Christian 

ministry, we can understand why the apos- 
tie says at 1 Corinthians 12:4-7: “Now 
there are varieties of gifts, but there is 
the same spirit; and there are varieties of 
ministries, and yet there is the same Lord 
[Jesus C hrist]; and there are varieties of 
operations, and yet it is the same God who 
performs all the operations in all persons. 
But the manifestation of the spirit is given 
to each one for a beneficial purpose.” 
—1 Cor. 12:12-28.

Yes, there are many ministries within 
the Christian ministry. For the Christian 
congregation is like a body, and for that 
body to function properly under its Lord 
and Head, Jesus Christ, there are many 
services, many ministries, that must be 
performed. All of them are essential, 
though some are more vital than others. 
Clearly, then, there is something available 
for everyone to do and, among the “vari- 
eties of ministries” to be performed under 
the direction of the one Lord, there is a 
wide field of opportunity and privileges.

Many persons today, including not only 
young men but also mature men and also 
women, perform services similar to those 
of first-century Christians who ministered 
to Jesus and his apostles. Hundreds of 
Jehovah’s witnesses do so on a full-time 
basis serving in Bethel homes, printing
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Some services, of course, were more vital 
than others. This was made evident short- 
ly  after the founding of the Christian 
congregation at Pentecost of 33 C.E. There 
was a rapid growth in the number of dis- 
ciples, with three thousand newly baptized 
ones. This gave rise to a need for aid in 
the form of food and other supplies, since 
many of those new believers were visitors 
to Jerusalem, away from their home cities 
or lands. To cope with this, there was a 
wholehearted donating of funds by dis- 
ciples to meet the needs of others among 
these new brothers and sisters. (Acts 2:5, 
41; 4:32-37) But, for some unstated rea- 
son, the widows of Greek-speaking Jews 
came to be overlooked in the “daily dis- 
tribution” (literally the “daily service [or 
ministration, Gr., di-a-ko-ni'a]") of sup- 
plies. Who should handle this problem that 
was causing a murmuring among the 
Greek-speaking Jews against the Hebrew- 
speaking Jews?

On being informed, the apostles said: 
“It is not pleasing for us to leave the word 
of God to distribute food [or “to be minis- 
tering” ( di-a-ko-nein׳) ] to tables.” So they
had the brothers select seven qualified men 
and then the apostles appointed these over 
this “necessary business,” saying, “but we 
shall devote ourselves to prayer and to 
the ministry of the word.”—Acts 6:1-6.

So, there were two ministries involved 
here. One ministry had to do with the 
equitable and impartial distribution of 
food supplies (and doubtless also the han- 
dling of funds and purchasing of some sup- 
plies) for those in need. But there was a 
more vital ministry to be performed in- 
volving, not material food or funds, but 
the supplying of spiritual food and riches 
by prayerful study, research, teaching and 
shepherding. The apostles realized that 
this latter “ministry of the word” merited 
their undivided attention. They rightly ap-
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side the congregation. (Acts 2:17, 18; 
Heb. 10:24, 25) Surely there is ample to 
do for all true Christians in the Christian 
ministry with its variety of services!

Having this broadened understanding of 
what the Christian ministry embraces is 
beneficial. It helps us to find joy and satis- 
faction in serving. Christian men can see 
that there are many outlets for their varied 
abilities and talents. And they should be 
encouraged to develop their spiritual abili- 
ties to serve among the overseers in the 
“fine work” of shepherding God’s sheep. 
(1 Tim. 3:1) Wives can realize the value 
of their ministering to the needs of Chris- 
tian husbands and their children, being as- 
sured that this service has merit in the 
eyes of the congregation’s Head, Jesus 
Christ, and of God. (1 Pet. 2:21; 3:1-5) 
Young people, too, can make themselves 
helpful at home, at meeting places, per- 
forming services for those who are aged 
or ill, offering themselves for assignments 
of work under the direction of overseers. 
And all can and should share in telling 
forth God’s praise within the congregation 
and outside thereof, doing all this to their 
own salvation and the salvation of those 
listening to them.—Rom. 10:10.

How, then, can you share in the Chris- 
tian ministry? By accepting Christ Jesus 
as your God-appointed Head and sub- 
mitting to his direction, serving with his 
congregation. You can be helpful to those 
doing shepherding and teaching work; you 
can aid others in their worship and service 
to God and Christ; you can make known 
the good news to others. Whatever assign- 
ment may come your way, large or small, 
accept it with appreciation. Yes, “in pro- 
portion as each one has received a gift, use 
it in ministering to one another as fine 
stewards of God’s undeserved kindness 
expressed in various ways.”—1 Pet. 4:10.
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factories, farms and branch offices through- 
out the earth. But since, in many cases, 
their work may be very similar to, if not 
the same as, work done by persons in sec- 
ular establishments, are they engaging in 
the Christian ministry by such activity? 
Yes, for their work is done in the interests 
of Christ’s kingdom; it contributes toward 
others’ being able to concentrate on teach- 
ing and shepherding work, to devote them- 
selves “to prayer and to the ministry of 
the word,” providing the spiritual food 
needed by Christ’s congregation and by 
persons in the world of mankind. Yes, and 
those today caring for what might be 
termed “necessary business” also can and 
do have a part themselves in personally 
ministering the word of life to others, 
sharing the good news of Christ’s kingdom 
with their brothers and with those of the 
world of mankind. They recognize this to 
be a vital part of their ministry.

In more than 26,000 congregations 
around the globe, spiritually qualified men 
serve as shepherds and teachers of the 
sheep of God’s flock—overseeing their spir- 
itual welfare, counseling, reproving, com- 
forting, strengthening—while other de- 
voted men care for additional necessary 
duties. (Eph. 4:11, 12; 1 Tim. 3:1-13) 
Within each congregation there are many 
services to be rendered. There are sick 
persons to be visited, perhaps needy ones 
to be cared for, meeting places to be 
provided and maintained. Yes, even per- 
forming such services as cleaning Kingdom 
Halls, doing repair work, making curtains, 
painting signs—all these are opportunities 
for ‘ministering.’ Men, women and even 
children can share in caring for these nec- 
essary things. And God through his Son 
also grants to them all the grand privilege 
of ministering the good news to one an- 
other and to honest-hearted persons out-
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whom the prophet Ezekiel saw in a vi- 
sion concerning Jerusalem before its de- 
struction in 607 B.C.E. In that vision Je- 
hovah told a mem with a secretary’s ink- 
horn: “Pass through the midst of the city, 
through the midst of Jerusalem, and you 
must put a mark on the foreheads of the 
men that are sighing and groaning over 
all the detestable things that are being 
done in the midst of it.” (Ezek. 9:4) Then

the forces of de- 
ru ction  Jeh ovah  

said: “Pass through  
 ̂ the city after him and

strike. Let not your 
^ Z -ey e  feel sorry, and do 

not feel any compas- 
sion. Old man, young 
man and virgin and 

' little child and women
you should  kill o ff  
—to & ruination. But 
tn־  a n y  m an u p o n  
whom  th ere is  th e  
mark do not go near.” 
(Ezek. 9:5, 6) That 

a rk  m e a n t  l i f e  
w h en  d e s t r u c t io n  
came.

3There is a similar 
‘m arking’ going on 

today. In these “last days” individuals are 
also being identified. Jesus foretold: “When 
the Son of mem arrives in his glory, and 
all the angels with him, then he will sit 
down on his glorious throne. And all the 
nations will be gathered before him, and he 
will separate people one from another, just 
as a shepherd separates the sheep from 
the goats. And he will put the sheep on his 
right hand, but the goats on his left.” 
(Matt. 25:31-33) Those on the left “will 
depart into everlasting cutting-off.” Those 
on the right hand of favor go “into ever-

, THE TRUTH
TMT LEADS TO

“I f  you  rem ain  in m y  w ord, yo u  a re
re a lly  m y  disciples, a n d  yo u  w ill  know  
th e  tru th , a n d  th e  tru th  w i l l  se t you  

f r e e .”— John 8:31, 32.

ORE cl!
ever before we s  

this system of things break- 
ing down. Daily the evi- 
dence of its deterioration 
mounts. One by one the 
things in which people have 
put their trust are proving 
unable to overcome the dis- 
tressing conditions. The Bi■ 
ble truthfully foretold of 
our age: “In the last days 
critical times hard to deal 
with will be here.” (2 Tim.
3 :1 )  Jesu s Christ also  
truthfully prophesied of our 
time: “On the earth anguish of nations, 
not knowing the way out because of the 
roaring of the sea and its agitation, while 
men become faint out of fear and expec- 
tation of the things coming upon the in- 
habited earth.”—Luke 21:25, 26.

2Jehovah God has permitted sufficient 
time for this present system of things to 
come to full fruition. Now there can be no 
doubt as to its true nature. Persons who 
are honest-hearted are truly disgusted 
with conditions. In this they are like those

3. (a) What ‘marking׳ work is going on in our time? 
(b) What is the basis for being marked for eternal 
life?

1. As to the present system of things, what is be- 
coming clearer to thinking people?
2. (a) To whom can honest-hearted persons today be 
compared? (b) What resulted from having the “mark״ 
and not having it?
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saw to it that all the information God’s 
servants needed would be recorded. So 
today those who sincerely want to learn 
the truth about God’s will and do it so as 
to gain eternal life have the entire inspired 
written Word of God as their guide. (2 Tim. 
3:16, 17) By means of the truths it con- 
tains, individuals can develop the Chris- 
tian personality that will mark them for 
survived.—Rom. 12:2; Col. 3:10.

USED TO DISPENSE TRUTH
* Jesus showed who would be used to dis- 

pense the truth to mankind after his death. 
No, it would not be the hypocritical reli- 
gious leaders of that time. It would be 
those humble people who faithfully fol- 
lowed Jesus. They were the ones who were 
doing God’s will. To them Jesus stated: “I 
have many things yet to say to you, but 
you are not able to bear them at present. 
However, when that one arrives, the spirit 
of the truth, he will guide you into £111 the 
truth, for he will not speak of his own im- 
pulse, but what things he hears he will 
speak, and he will declare to you the things 
coming.” (John 16:12,13) Here Jesus was 
speaking about God’s powerful holy spirit. 
It would assist the faithful followers of Je- 
sus to become the Christian congregation, 
guiding them in the way of the truth. At 
Pentecost, this spirit from Jehovah was 
poured out on those followers of Jesus, 
showing that now Jehovah was using them 
to dispense the truth to mankind. (Acts 2: 
1 1 8 4־ ־14, ) God had abandoned the Jewish 
religious system. (Matt. 23:38) It took 
place just as Jesus had said to the Jewish 
religious leaders: “The kingdom of God 
will be taken from you and be given to a 
nation producing its fruits.”—Matt. 21:43.

1 Later, the apostle Paul said: “We speak 
God’s wisdom in a sacred secret, the
6. (a) After Jesus׳ death, whom did God use to dis- 
pense the truth? (b) What evidence did Jehovah give 
as to whom he was using?
7. What is absolutely essential in order to understand 
the truth?
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lasting life.” (Matt. 25:34, 41, 46) What 
kind of person is marked for eternal life? 
At 1 John 2:17 we read: “The world is 
passing away and so is its desire, but he 
that does the will of God remains forever.” 
Those to be spared for eternal life are 
identified as persons who do the will of 
God. And how do they know what the 
truth is about God’s will?

* Jesus knew the truth about God’s will. 
He had complete confidence that what he 
taught others was the truth. Why was he 
so sure? Concerning his followers he said 
to his heavenly Father: “I have given your 
word to them . .  . Sanctify them by means 
of the truth; your word is truth.” (John 
17:14, 17) He also said: “I do nothing of 
my own initiative; but just as the Father 
taught me I speak these things. And he 
that sent me is with me; he did not aban- 
don me to myself, because I always do the 
things pleasing to him.” (John 8:28, 29) 
Jesus, in his prehuman existence, had been 
with the heavenly Father for untold ages 
of time. When on earth he would be able to 
tell the truth about the Creator’s will and 
purpose. (John 1:14, 18; 16:28) In addi- 
tion, throughout his earthly ministry Jesus 
used the Hebrew Scriptures, which were 
available in his day. These contained God’s 
thoughts in written form. So when Jesus 
referred to God’s word as being the truth, 
he included the entire Hebrew Scriptures 
as well as the additional information he 
had as a result of his intimate association 
with Jehovah.

5Thus when Jesus spoke, he spoke the 
truth because he spoke God’s thoughts. 
He knew the truth about Jehovah better 
than anyone else who had ever walked 
the earth. The truthful teachings of Jesus, 
and later those of his faithful followers, 
were recorded in the Scriptures. Jehovah
4. Why did Jesus have such complete confidence that 
what he had was the truth?
5. How can we learn what God's will is and be 
marked ior survival?
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then go to gathering the wheat into my 
storehouse.' . . .  so it will be in the con- 
elusion of the system of things. The Son 
of man will send forth his angels, and they 
will collect out from his kingdom all things 
that cause stumbling and persons who are 
doing lawlessness, and they will pitch them  
into the fiery furnace.”—Matt. 13:30,

40־42.
10 All the evidence in fulfillment of Bible 

prophecy indicates that God's kingdom was 
established in the heavens in the year 
1914 C.E. At that time the “last days” for 
Satan’s system of things began. (2 Tim. 
3 :1 5  -Now would come the final gather (־
ing of God’s servants to Christ’s right hand 
of favor. And as they were gathered, they 
would be given heavy responsibilities, for 
Jesus had prophesied: “Who really is the 
faithful and discreet slave whom his mas- 
ter appointed over his domestics, to give 
them their food at the proper time? Happy 
is that slave if his master on arriving finds 
him doing so. Truly I say to you, He 
appoint him over all his
(Matt. 24:45-47) Note carefully that when 
God’s kingdom was established, those on 
earth obeying God as ruler would be given 
the supervision over all the Kingdom in- 
terests under the direction of Christ Jesus 
and his angelic forces in heaven. God 
would use these whom he likens to “wheat” 
to dispense his truths to whoever wants 
them. These latter would be clearly iden- 
tified and set apart from those who are 
likened to “weeds” or “goats.”

11 Those who make up the “faithful and 
discreet slave”—who are they? They are 
the anointed remnant of Jehovah’s dedi- 
cated servants. How can it be said with 
such certainty that they are the ones God 
is using to dispense the truth to those who 
are “sighing and groaning over all the
10. What responsibility would be given God's servants 
in the “last days"?
11. Who make up God's faithful slave today, and on 
what basis can this be said?
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hidden wisdom, which God foreordained 
before the systems of things for our glory. 
This wisdom not one of the rulers of this 
system of things came to know, for if 
they had known it they would not have 
impaled the glorious Lord. But just as it 
is written: ‘Eye has not seen and ear has 
not heard, neither have there been con- 
ceived in the heart of man the things that 
God has prepared for those who love him.’ 
For it is to us God has revealed them 
through his spirit, for the spirit searches 
into all things, even the deep things of 
God.”—1 Cor. 2 :7 1 0 .־

8But who, specifically, get God’s spirit 
to guide them in the way of the truth? 
Peter and the other apostles said to the 
Jewish Sanhedrin: “We must obey God as 
ruler rather than men.” (Acts 5:29) What 
could those who obey God as ruler expect 
in return? The apostles said: “We are wit- 
nesses of these matters, and so is the holy 
spirit, which God has given to those obey- 
ing him as ruler” (Acts 5:32) Yes, those 
who do God’s will, “obeying him as ruler” 
in everything, are the ones who can expect 
to receive his spirit. That spirit will direct 
them to the proper understanding of the 
things God wants his servants to know.

GATHERING GOD’S SERVANTS
9After the death of the apostles and 

other spiritually mature men of the first 
century, the Christian congregation began 
to be overgrown with “weeds.” These were 
men who pretended to serve God, but who 
would not really obey him as ruler. Jesus 
foretold this growth of weedlike imitation 
Christians among wheatlike true Chris- 
tians, and also the final outcome, saying: 
“ ‘Let both grow together until the har- 
vest; and in the harvest season I will tell 
the reapers, First collect the weeds and 
bind them in bundles to bum them up,

8. Who can expect to be guided by God’s spirit in the 
way of truth?
9. What final separation of God’s servants takes place?
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the past local Catholic hierarchies almost 
always supported the wars of their nations, 
blessing troops and offering prayers for 
victory, while another group of bishops on 
the other side publicly prayed for the op- 
posite outcome.” Significantly, the report 
notes: “The contradiction between the 
Christian spirit and the conduct of war, 
which was often obscured by theological 
subtleties, seems increasingly clear to 
many, as weapons grow more brutal.”

13 God’s Word of truth makes the identi-
fication very clear: “The children of God 
and the children of the Devil are evident 
by this fact: Everyone who does not carry 
on righteousness does not originate with 
God, neither does he who does not love 
his brother. For this is the message which 
you have heard from the beginning, that 
we should have love for one another; not 
like Cain, who originated with the wicked 
one and slaughtered his (1 John
3:10-12) Those who do not obey God as 
ruler and who ‘slaughter their brother’ 
could not possibly have the truth. Only 
those who consistently obey God as ruler 
by refusing to participate in such mutual 
slaughter could be identified with the 
truth.

14 What group has truly obeyed God as 
ruler in this vital matter wherever they 
live on this earth? The Sacramento, Cali- 
fomia, Union commented editorially on 
July 9, 1965: “Suffice it to say that if all 
the world lived by the creed of the Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses there would be an end of 
bloodshed and hatred, and love would reign 
as king.” Yes, the worldwide bond of gen- 
uine Christian love displayed by the more 
than one million witnesses of Jehovah 
shows that they have the mark of true 
Christians. They really do practice the 
kind of love toward their Christian broth-
13. What clear identification does God’s Word make 
of those who are children of God and those who are 
not?
14. Who today really practice true Christian love?
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detestable things that are being done” in 
the religious world? Jesus showed how a 
person could identify those who had the 
truth, saying: “Every good tree produces 
fine fruit, but every rotten tree produces 
worthless fruit; a good tree cannot bear 
worthless fruit, neither can a rotten tree 
produce fine fruit. Every tree not pro- 
ducing fine fruit gets cut down and thrown 
into the fire. Really, then, by their fruits 
you will recognize those men. Not every- 
one saying to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 
into the kingdom of the heavens, but the 
one doing the will of my Father who is in 
the heavens will.” (Matt. 7:17-21) Those 
whom God uses must be those who are 
doing his will, obeying him as ruler in 
everything.

“LOVE AMONG YOURSELVES”
12 What are some of the major identify- 

ing marks of those who are doing God’s 
will? What “fruit” must they be pro- 
ducing? Among the many identifying 
marks is this vital one given by Jesus: 
“By this all will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love among your- 
selves.” (John 13:35) This Christian love 
must be in evidence among those who have 
the truth. Those who do not have this kind 
of love cannot possibly have the truth. 
Now then, have the church systems of 
Christendom produced this kind of fruit? 
What have they done in periods of faith 
testing, such as during wartime? The facts 
are beyond dispute: they have violated 
this requirement and sent their followers 
to slaughter one another. For example, of 
the largest religion in Christendom the 
New York Times of December 29, 1966, 
reported: “Traditionally Catholics sup- 
port the nation’s war efforts and leave 
moral responsibilities for the wars’ con- 
duct to the political authorities. . . .  In
12. (a) What vital fruit must be evident among those 
who have the truth? (b) Is it displayed by the 
churches of Christendom?
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refusing to participate in the slaughter 
resulting from Nazi rule. In Communist 
Russia, they were sent to labor camps in 
Siberia for the same reason. In the United 
States, to this very , they are given 
jail sentences of up to five years—for 
obeying God as ruler and showing true 
Christian love! Similar persecution has 
taken place in many other countries. But 
regardless of what the nations may do, Je- 
hovah’s witnesses continue to “obey God 
as ruler rather than men.” For doing so, 
what can they rightly expect from Je- 
hovah? “The holy spirit, which God has 
given to those obeying him as ruler.”

OTHER IDENTIFYING MARKS
16 Among other identifying marks, those 

who have the truth will show respect for 
God’s Word, the Bible. In this Jesus set the 
pattern. He accepted the Scriptures of his 
day as God’s inspired Word. He quoted 
from them frequently and recommended 
them to his followers. (Matt. 19:4-6; Luke 
24:44,45) Never did he water down or 
ridicule the Scriptures. But can we say this 
about the religious leaders of Christendom 
today? Are they taking the lead in build- 
ing respect for God’s Word, upholding it 
against its enemies? Are they recommend- 
ing the Bible’s standards of behavior? 
No, but they belittle the Bible and call 
parts of it myth. More and more of them  
flout the Bible’s moral standards and ex- 
cuse or even condone premarital sex rela- 
tions, adultery, homosexuality and vio- 
lence. Truly, instead of defending the 
Bible against its enemies, they themselves 
have become its enemies!

17 That the clergy of Christendom have 
not respected God’s Word or really taught 
it to their people can be demonstrated 
by asking persons who go to church to
16,17. (a) What attitude toward the Bible must be 
shown by those who have the truth? (b) Contrast the 
attitude toward the Bible on the part of the clergy 
with that of Jehovah’s witnesses.

During 1970 the Witnesses invited people 
all over the world to hear 1,103,567 
Bible discourses in their Kingdom Halls

ers and sisters that God requires. Regard- 
less of the country in which they live, they 
refuse to join in the wars of the nations, 
for that would result in their slaughtering 
one another.

15Rather than disobey God as ruler in 
this matter, Jehovah’s witnesses are will- 
ing to suffer persecution. In Germany, 
many were executed in concentration 
camps for obeying God’s law of love and
15. For showing true Christian love, what have God’s 
servants undergone?

Witnesses use every opportunity to share 
Bible truths, as this one does when the 
postman calls. They offer Bible publi- 

cations in 165 languages
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witnesses conducted 
home Bible studies 
all nationalities

In 1970 Jehovah’s 
1,146,378 regular 

with people of

God would be called out to be “a people 
for his name.” (Acts 15:14) Thousands of 
times in the Bible, the name of God—Je- 
hovah in English—is mentioned. But from 
whom have you heard this name? You 

know that if it were not for 
Jehovah’s w itnesses you 
likely  would never have 
heard the name, as the  
churches of Christendom  
rarely use it. Only Jeho- 
vah’s witnesses today make 
known the fact “that thou, 
whose name alone is JEHO- 
VAH, art the m ost high  
over all the earth.”—Ps. 83: 
18, Authorized Version.

19Those who have the 
mark of true C hristians 
m u st  keep  th e m s e lv e s  

“ w ith o u t spo t from  the  
world” (Jas. 1:27) God’s 
Word clearly warns: “Who- 
ever, therefore, wants to 
be a friend of the world 
is constituting himself an 
enemy of God.” (Jas. 4:4)

“without19. Who keep themselves 
spot from the world” ?

In 206 lands around 
the world Jehovah’s 
Christian  w itnesses 
teach people the 
truths from God’s 

Word the Bible

explain God’s purposes and requirements 
from their own Bibles. So few are able 
to do so that it is obvious they are not 
being taught from God’s Word. The 
Reader’s Digest of May 1966 commented: 
“Many of the church’s top leaders today 
—especially in what are called the ‘main- 
stream’ denominations—are sorely failing 
its members in two ways: 1) by succumb- 
ing to a creeping tendency to downgrade 
the Bible as the infallible Word of God, 
and 2) by efforts to shift the church’s 
main thrust from the spiritual to the 
secular.” But of Jehovah’s witnesses the 
French publication France-Soir of August 
6,1969, said: “The doctrines of Jehovah’s 
witnesses are based on the Bible.” And 
England’s Weekly News of September 27, 
1969, commented: “Perhaps the real secret 
of the Witnesses’ success is because they 
know their Bible so well.” Yes, Jehovah’s 
witnesses accept the entire Bible as the 
Word of God. They teach it 
freely to anyone who wants 
to learn its truths. This is 
manifest by the fact that 
they conduct well over a 
million Bible studies weekly 
in the homes of interested 
persons in over 200 lands 
throughout the world. This 
is by far the largest home 
Bible study program in ex- 
istence. Indeed, it is the  
largest ever in the history 
of the world!

18Jesus said in prayer:
“Our Father in the heavens, 
let your name he sancti- 
fied.” (Matt. 6:9) He also 
prayed: “I have made your 
name known to them and 
will make it known.” (John 
17:26) The true servants of
18. How are God’s servants identified 
in connection with his name?
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21Even this very brief examination of 
some of the fruitage that must be pro- 
duced by those whom God uses to dispense 
the truth makes it obvious that Jehovah 
certainly is not using the church systems 
of this world. They are in utter confusion 
and decay, and “God is a God, not of dis- 
order, but of peace.” (1 Cor. 14:33) To 
growing numbers of sincere persons it is 
becoming clear that the clergy of Chris- 
tendom do not have the truth, that God is 
not using them. Rather it is becoming 
more obvious all the time that the clergy 
are actually the modern counterparts of 
the religious leaders to whom Jesus de- 
dared: “You are from your father the 
Devil, and you wish to do the desires of 
your father. . . .  If I speak truth, why is 
it you do not believe me? He that is from 
God listens to the sayings of God. This is 
why you do not listen, because you are not 
from God.”—John 8:44-47.

22There is an additional way, among 
others, to determine whom Jehovah is 
using today. Bible prophecy, history writ- 
ten in advance, comes from God. (2 Pet. 
1:20, 21) He can foresee future conditions 
with total accuracy and keep his servants 
abreast of them. Jehovah is “the One 
telling from the beginning the finale, and 
from long ago the things that have not 
been done.” (Isa. 46:10) These things Je- 
hovah has made known to those who obey 
him as ruler: “The Sovereign Lord Jeho- 
vah will not do a thing unless he has 
revealed his confidential matter to his 
servants the prophets.” (Amos 3:7) In this 
century who has been correctly informed 
about the future? the clergy? the political 
leaders? the economic heads? Or has it 
been the witnesses of Jehovah? The next 
article will examine this question.
21. Is Jehovah using the church systems of today? 
Give a reason for your answer.
22. What is an additional way that we can determine 
whom Jehovah is using today to dispense the truth?
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The reason for this becomes apparent 
when we consider that Satan the Devil is 
the “ruler of this world,” the “god of this 
system of things.” (John 12:31; 2 Cor. 4: 
4) The clergy have constantly supported 
this world’s wars and have become in- 
volved in its political intrigues. They are 
definitely part of this world. But what 
about Jehovah’s witnesses? Chicago’s 
day of October 18, 1969, observed: “Their 
belief pattern, moreover, calls for total 
noninvolvement with the political society 
in which they dwell.” Jehovah’s witnesses, 
obeying God as ruler, are no part of this 
world.

20 Another identifying mark would be the 
fulfilling of this key prophecy given by 
Jesus for the “last days”: “This good news 
of the ־kingdom,will he ,preached in all the
inhabited earth for a witness to all the na- 
tions; and then the end will come.” (Matt. 
24:14) That Kingdom was the theme of 
Jesus’ teaching. (Matt. 4:17) He taught 
his followers to pray: “Let your kingdom 
come. Let your will take place, as in heav- 
en, also upon earth.” (Matt. 6:10) This 
was the kingdom spoken of by Daniel the 
prophet centuries before when he said: “It 
will crush and put an end to all these 
[other] kingdoms, and it itself will stand 
to times indefinite.” (Dan. 2:44) Who to- 
day teach people that the only hope for 
mankind is God’s kingdom? Who teach 
that this heavenly government is the agen- 
cy God will use to end wickedness and 
bring peace and eternal life to obedient 
mankind? The clergy hardly mention it 
anymore. But for the more than nine de- 
cades of their modem history, Jehovah’s 
witnesses have forcefully proclaimed Je- 
hovah’s kingdom as mankind’s only hope, 
as the announcement on the cover of this 
magazine indicates.
20. What message must be highlighted by those who 
obey God as ruler?
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“Never before had Europe presented a 
face so prosperous and buoyant;. . .  it was 
an enlightened age . . . Not only was the 
future full of promise; the present itself 
was a thing of congratulation, and if a 
moment’s uncertainty should intervene, 
the record was there for all to examine 
—look at the motor car, look at the Mar- 
coni telegraph, look at the flying-machine 
. . . War was scarcely even a speculation, 
. . . Western Europe had known no war 
for close on two generations.” The politi- 
cal, religious and commercial elements of 
this world widely accepted that view.

4However, Jehovah’s witnesses held a 
view that was just the opposite! In the 
July 1879 issue of their official publication, 
The Watchtower (at that time known as 

Zion’s Watch Tower) its readers were told: 
“God teaches in many Scriptures that a 
great time of trouble will come upon the 
nations.” In its October issue that same 
year The Watchtower said: “ ‘Great and 
terrible’ things are coming upon the world 
—overturning of all governments, law and 
order—utter wreck of society.” It spoke 
of a “time of trouble such as was not since

JEHOVAH GOD knows the 
truth about the future. He 

says: “Surely just as I have 
figured, so it must occur; and 
just as I have counseled, that 
is what will come true.” (Isa.
14:24) Those who obey him 
as ruler Jehovah enlightens with vital in- 
formation about future events: “New 
things I am telling out. Before they begin 
to spring up, I cause you people to hear 
them.” (Isa. 42:9) These new things are 
revealed progressively: “The path of the 
righteous ones is like the bright light that 
is getting lighter and lighter until the day 
is firmly established.” (Prov. 4:18) This 
knowledge about the future strengthens 
the faith of God’s servants. Jesus said: “I 
have told you before it occurs, in order 
that, when it does occur, you may believe.” 
(John 14:29) Also, Jehovah wants his ser- 
vants to know these prophetic truths so 
that they can take them to other persons, 
giving these ones the opportunity for eter- 
nal life too.—John 17:3.

2Previously we examined some of the 
main identifying marks, or the fruitage, 
that those who know the truth about God 
must bear. We have seen that Jehovah’s 
witnesses do bear those identifying marks. 
Then we should expect them to have God’s 
prophetic truths. Does the evidence show 
this? Let us examine what Jehovah’s wit- 
nesses have been saying down through 
the years and compare it with what has 
been said by the political, religious and 
commercial leaders of this system of 
things. Who has told the truth? Who to- 
day deserve our confidence as they tell of 
events to come in the very near future?

8In the book 191Jf James Cameron de- 
scribes the view that prevailed before 
World War I in 1914 C.E. He says:

4, 5. What view did Jehovah's witnesses have?

1. What vital information does Jehovah provide his 
servants? Why?
2. Who should have God’s prophetic truths?
3. What view of world conditions was widely held be- 
fore World War I?
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rible events as took place. But Jehovah’s 
witnesses did expect such things, and oth- 
ers acknowledged that they did. On Au- 
gust 30, 1914, the New York World said: 
“The terrific war outbreak in Europe has 
fulfilled an extraordinary prophecy. For a 
quarter of a century past, through preach- 
ers and through press, the ‘International 
Bible Students’ . . . have been proclaiming 
to the world that the Day of Wrath proph- 
esied in the Bible would dawn in 1914. 
‘Look out for 1914!’ has been the cry of 
the . . .  evangelists.”

7How could Jehovah’s witnesses have 
known so far in advance what world lead- 
ers themselves did not know? Only by 
God’s holy spirit making such prophetic 
truths known to them. True, some today 
claim that those events were not that hard 
to predict, since mankind has long known 
various troubles. But if those events were 
not hard to predict, then why were not 
all the politicians, religious leaders and 
economic experts doing so? Why were 
they telling the people the opposite? And 
why did they persecute Jehovah’s witness- 
es for telling things that were later seen 
to be the truth?

PREACHING THE TRUTH AFTER WORLD WAR I
8World War I ended in 1918. What 

then? Once more the leading elements of 
this world began to predict a future of 
peace, security and prosperity. In Satur- 
day Review of November 9, 1968, profes- 
sor of history Henry Steele Commager, 
noting that World War I had been fought 
to “make the world safe for democracy,” 
stated: “Surely the world had a right to 
exult when this greatest and most terrible 
of wars dragged to its weary end. Mili- 
tarism had been crushed, aggression frus- 
trated, tyranny ended, injustice rectified, 
democracy vindicated, and peace assured; 
for now, after centuries of yearning and
7. How did Jehovah's witnesses know these things?
8. What view of the future prevailed after World War I?
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there was a nation.” In all the years that 
followed, Jehovah’s witnesses (then known 
as “Bible Students”) consistently preached 
this message, that the world was headed 
into the worst trouble ever. They called 
attention to God’s prophetic Word at Dan- 
iel 12:1, which spoke of “a time of distress 
such as has not been made to occur since 
there came to be a nation until that time.” 
They noted Jesus’ prophecy that “then 
there w ill be great tribulation such as has 
not occurred since the world’s beginning 
until now, no, nor will occur again.” 
—Matt. 24:21.

5 From Bible chronology, Jehovah’s wit- 
nesses as far back as 1877 pointed to the 
year 1914 as one of great significance. The 
Watchtower as of March 1880 said: “ ‘The 
Times of the Gentiles’ extend to 1914, and 
the heavenly kingdom [of God] will not 
have full sway till then.” While they were 
not yet dear on just what the details 
would be, in the nearly four decades pre- 
ceding 1914 they sounded the warning 
that the future for this present system  
would not be one of peace, security and 
prosperity for mankind, but that in 1914 
the world would come to the greatest time 
of trouble ever. In 1897 the book The Bat- 
tie of Armageddon, (at first entitled “The 
Day of Vengeance”) published by Jeho- 
vah’s witnesses, said that this trouble 
would be “more general and widespread, 
and more destructive, as the machinery 
of modern warfare signally suggests. In- 
stead of being confined to one nation or 
province, its sweep will be over the whole 
world, especially the civilized world, Chris- 
tendom.”

*The momentous year of 1914 came, 
and with it World War I, the most wide- 
spread upheaval in history up to that time. 
It brought unprecedented slaughter, fam- 
ine, pestilence and overthrow of govern- 
ments. The world did not expect such hor-
6. Whose view was proved to be the truth by the 
events that began In 1914?
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ing peace and eternal life.—Matt. 6:10.
11Now that more than a half century 

has passed since World War I, who has 
proved to be the teller of truth? Were the 
predictions of the political, religious and 
commercial elements correct? No, they 
were not. Professor Commager shows 
what actually took place, saying: “Fifty 
years after the armistice that was to make 
the world safe for democracy, men ‘who 
could control the great globe itself׳ are 
unable to control themselves. . . , Rarely 
in history have such high hopes been 
dashed so low . . . Nineteen-eighteen did 
not usher in the millennium, it ushered in 
a half century of conflict—turbulence, 
war, revolution, desolation, and ruin on a 
scale never before seen or even imagined. 
. . . The era which was to have seen the 
end of war ushered in instead the most 
terrible of wars, which rose to a climacter- 
ic in the most terrible of weapons; the era 
which was to have seen the triumph of 
democracy saw instead the triumph of 
tyranny . . .  How can we explain this long 
succession of blunders and tragedies al- 
most without parallel in history?״

12 They could not explain it. But Jeho- 
vah׳s witnesses explained it, truthfully 
—before it happened, while it happened, 
and after it happened. No, not by their 
own intelligence, but by being forewarned 
from God’s Word of truth and directed by 
his holy spirit they could tell truth seekers 
where this world was headed. In 1925 C.E. 
they made known that after the beginning 
of the “last days” in 1914 great trouble 
was due because, after a war in heaven, 
“down the great dragon was hurled, the 
original serpent, the one called Devil and 
Satan, who is misleading the entire inhab- 
ited earth . . . Woe for the earth and for 
the sea, because the Devil has come down 
to you, having great anger, knowing he 
has a short period of time.”—Rev. 12:912־.
11,12. Who proved to be the truth teller?

A ugust  1, 1971

striving, men of good will had set up a 
league to preserve peace. No more wars, 
no more tyranny—mankind had at last 
sailed into the safe harbors of peace.” 
When the League of Nations was estab- 
lished, some of the clergy of Christendom 
even hailed it as the ‘political expression 
of God’s kingdom on earth.’

*However, what were Jehovah’s wit- 
nesses saying? Again, just the opposite! 
The March 1, 1919, issue of The Watch 
Tower declared: “Lasting relief to suffer- 
ing humanity will come neither through 
human uplift nor through socialism nor 
through governmental regulation nor 
through any league of nations, however 
desirable such an arrangement might be, 
but only through the power of the Christ, 
Jesus and his church, bringing order out 
of chaos by the establishment of the uni- 
versal kingdom of peace and righteous- 
ness. . . .  As men come to realize, through 
troublous experiences now upon the earth, 
the futility of lasting happiness amidst hu- 
man selfishness and depravity, the num- 
ber of those who will long to welcome back 
the King will increase. They will come 
to appreciate that the eradication of self- 
ishness from the earth is a work for the 
great heavenly Physician, far beyond the 
power of imperfect mortal man.”

10 From 1919 onward Jehovah’s witness- 
es began the most widespread preaching 
campaign in the history of the world. They 
warned that this wicked system of things 
had entered its “last days.” They preached 
with growing force and numbers that 
world conditions would continue to deteri- 
orate until God crushed out of existence 
the entire wicked system of things, re- 
placing all governments of man with one 
government of God, his heavenly king- 
dom under Christ. (Dan. 2:44) They high- 
lighted the Bible’s teaching that God’s 
kingdom is man’s only sure hope for last-
9,10. What was the message of Jehovah’s witnesses 
after World War I?
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monetary crisis that shook the basic ft- 
nancial and political assumptions of the 
post-war period.. . .  in the last year there 
has been a series of near-catastrophes in 
what is meant to be a system assuring 
stability.. . .  It was a nightmare week for 
the world’s financial experts.”

15 None of this economic difficulty has 
surprised those who have been obeying 
God as ruler. They have expected such 
things. And they believed that the worst 
economic collapse ever would come, on 
the principle set out in this text: “Into the 
streets they will throw their very silver, 
and an abhorrent thing their own gold 
will become. Neither their silver nor their 
gold will be able to deliver them in the day 
of Jehovah’s fury.” (Ezek. 7:19) It will 
happen just as God’s Word says: “The one 
trusting in his riches—he himself will fall; 
but just like foliage the righteous ones 
will flourish.”—Prov. 11:28.

THE TRUTH ABOUT SCIENCE
18 During this century science has been 

hailed as a savior. It was claimed that it 
would provide the technology to subdue 
the earth and provide plenty and comfort 
for all. However, Jehovah’s witnesses 
warned that, despite good intentions and 
some benefits, science was a false hope 
because it could not solve mankind’s prob- 
lems. Has this been so? Professor Com- 
mager states: “At the end of a genera- 
tion of unparalleled advance in science 
and technology, mankind found hunger 
more widespread, violence more ruthless, 
and life more insecure than at any time in 
the century. Nor was this disappointment 
confined to the backward peoples of the 
globe: Even in America, which boasted 
almost limitless resources and the most 
advanced technology, poverty was famil-
15. Will the future prove to be better for this world's 
materialism and its supporters?
16. How have events verified the view of Jehovah’s 
servants regarding science?
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TRUTH ABOUT MATERIALISM

15For nearly a century Jehovah’s wit- 
nesses have warned those seeking to obey 
God as ruler not to put their trust in ma- 
terial wealth but to be content with life’s 
necessities, for that is what the Bible says. 
(Matt. 6:11,33, 34) Repeatedly they point- 
ed out the Bible’s teaching that financial 
wealth was not truly satisfying or secure, 
and that it would go out of existence with 
this system of things. Yet, all during that 
time the world’s economic experts were 
promoting one scheme after another prom- 
ising financial security.

14 With what results? In 1929 the worst 
economic depression in history begem. And 
a measure of relief came only when the 
nations began borrowing and spending to 
finance World War II. What has been the 
economic situation since World War II? 
True, there has been an apparent increase 
in material prosperity in several countries, 
but much of this has been the result of 
deficit financing, going into debt to buy 
things. How genuine and secure is such 
prosperity? The publication entitled The 
Amazing Dollar in published in
1969, states: “Never, in the past 18 years, 
have innocent owners of currencies been 
subjected to such gigantic losses of mone- 
tary value as during the past twelve 
months. . . . There is not one case in the 
history of [the] past 50 years that a gov- 
emment or other type of loan has been 
redeemed in the purchasing power in 
which the buyer acquired it. And all in- 
terest payments by savings and commer- 
cial banks, as well as most dividends, have 
been wiped out during the past 28 years 
by taxes and loss of purchasing power.” 
Concerning just one of many recent eco- 
nomic disturbances the New York Times 
of November 24, 1968, reported: “The 
Western world struggled last week with a
13. What contrasting outlooks were held regarding ma- 
terialism?
14. What has actually taken place?
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pectancy by allowing more people to reach 
the upper limit, which for the general run 
of mankind still seems to be approximately 
the Biblical fourscore years.. . .  The aging 
of such normal cell populations is appar- 
ently due to an intrinsic process, not a 
deficiency in growing conditions.”

18While men are to be commended for 
sincere efforts to help the sick and dying, 
the truth is that nothing has changed:

m an s t i l l  gets  
sick  and dies. 
A nd h is  l i f e -  
span is  about  
the same as it 
was when, cen- 
turies ago, God’s 
Word declared: 
“ T h e  d a y s  o f  
our years are  

seventy years; and if because of special 
mightiness they are eighty years, yet their 
insistence is on trouble and hurtful things; 
for it must quickly pass by, and away we 
fly.” (Ps. 90:10) Man, by his own efforts, 
cannot overcome sickness and death. It is 
still true that “through one mem sin en- 
tered into the world and death through 
sin, and thus death spread to all men.” 
(Rom. 5:12) Not men, but God will bring 
permanent healing of body and mind by 
means of his kingdom under Christ.—Rev. 
21:3, 4.

THE RELIGIOUS SITUATION
19What has been the truth about the 

world’s religious situation, particularly 
that of Christendom? In November 1879 
The Watch, Tower stated: “Every church 
claiming to be a chaste virgin espoused to 
Christ, but in reality united to and sup- 
ported by the world . . .  we must condemn 
as being in scripture language a harlot 
church. . . . Yes we believe the nominal
19, 20. What have Jehovah’s servants expected regarding 
this world’s religions?
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iar in millions of households, white as well 
as black; cities decayed, the countryside 
despoiled, air and streams polluted; law- 
lessness, official and private, was conta- 
gious; and war and the threat of war filled 
the minds of men with hatred and fear.” 
And now, others are beginning to recog- 
nize the truth of what Jehovah’s witnesses 
have said, for U.S. News & World Report 
of February 9, 1970, noted: “Scientists, 
after reaping  
adm iration for 
th e  le a p s  in  
technology that 
th ey  have ac- 
complished in 
recent decades, 
now find them- 
selves fending 
o ff brickbats.
People in growing numbers seem to feel 
that scientific research is creating more 
problems than it is solving. . . . Criticism 
. . . has reached a point where many of 
the nation’s leading scientists are pro- 
foundly worried.”

” What about the accomplishments in 
the field of medical science? Many claimed 
that it would provide the answers to man’s 
sick and dying condition. As evidence they 
proudly pointed out that man’s life-span 
has been greatly lengthened in recent 
times. Has it? Scientific American of 
March 1968 said: “The common impres- 
sion that modern medicine has lengthened 
the human life-span is not supported by 
either vital statistics or biological evi- 
dence. To be sure, the 20th-century ad- 
vances in control of infectious diseases 
and of certain other causes of death have 
improved the longevity of the human pop- 
ulation as a whole. These accomplishments 
in medicine and public health, however, 
have merely extended the average life ex-
17,18. Has medical science been able to change the 
truths contained in the Bible regarding sickness and 
death?
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CONFIDENTLY FACING THE FUTURE
22So in all fields of human endeavor 

there are the unmistakable signs of de- 
terioration. The nations are in the precise 
condition foretold by Jesus when he said 
of our day: “And on the earth anguish 
of nations, not knowing the way out be- 
cause of the roaring of the sea and its 
agitation, while men become faint out of 
fear and expectation of the things coming 
upon the inhabited earth.״ (Luke 21:25, 
26) But this anguish of heart is not shared 
by Jehovah’s servants, for Jesus also said: 
“As these things start to occur, raise your- 
selves erect and lift your heads up, because 
your deliverance is getting near.”—Luke 
21:28.

23 The hope of those who have been mak- 
ing known such prophetic truths from God 
gets brighter even while conditions de- 
teriorate in the old system of things. Why 
so? Because these servants of God know 
that all this means that “the world is pass- 
ing away and so is its desire, but he that 
does the will of God remains forever.” 
(1 John 2:17) They look ahead with grow- 
ing faith and confidence to a marvelous 
future in God’s new order after the end of 
this wicked system, fortified by the knowl- 
edge that God’s prophetic truths they 
have been upholding have come to pass 
and will continue to do so. Never will they 
forsake God’s precious prophetic truths for 
the vain promises of those who promote 
this system of things. They heed the coun- 
sel of the apostle Paul: “Be blameless and 
innocent, children of God without a blem- 
ish in among a crooked and twisted gener- 
ation, among whom you are shining as 
illuminators in the world, keeping a tight 
grip on the word of life.”—Phil. 2:15, 16.

24There are many honest-hearted per-
22,23. (a) Why is the anguish of nations today not 
shared by Jehovah’s servants? (b) What will those 
who know God’s prophetic truths continue to do?
24. In view of the time, what is the most rewarding 
thing anyone can do?
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church of today to be the Babylon of our 
text, which falls. . . . The fall we expect 
will not be instantaneous; it will have a 
beginning and will gather momentum as 
it falls until it is dashed to pieces.” While 
it was not clear at that time just how this 
would come about, forewarned by God’s 
prophetic truths concerning false religion, 
Jehovah’s servants told their hearers to get 
out of this world’s religions, for these re- 
ligions were not serving God and would 
receive his adverse judgments.

20The church systems did not believe 
this and brought repeated persecution 
against Jehovah’s witnesses. Indeed, in the 
1950’s they experienced what seemed to 
be a revival of religious interest. Then the 
Vatican Council in the 1960’s was hailed 
by religious leaders as a great step toward 
unifying and strengthening the churches. 
But all during this time Jehovah’s wit- 
nesses continued to sound the warning that 
these worldly religions would go out of 
business, and very soon.

21The evidence is now very clear that 
what Jehovah’s witnesses were saying was 
the truth. They indeed had the guidance 
of God’s holy spirit all the time. Now, all 
authorities admit that the religions of this 
world are in deep trouble. They are being 
abandoned by increasing numbers of peo- 
pie and clergy alike, with financial support 
dropping. As the New York Times of 
March 25, 1969, noted: “Institutional re- 
ligion is on the way out, a German expert 
on the sociology of religion said today.” 
This ferment in religion prompted an edi- 
torial in the New York Post of March 14, 
1969, to say: “The area in which the old 
order seems to be reeling past us with the 
speed of light is religion. . . . How far this 
religious revolution will go nobody dares 
say.” But Jehovah’s witnesses have been 
saying it—with growing force, and for 
more than ninety years now!
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time, to spread the truth to others. There 
is nothing you could do at this time in hu- 
man history that could be more rewarding. 
Why so? Because God’s Word promises: 
“Pay constant attention to yourself and to 
your teaching. Stay by these things, for by 
doing this you will save both yourself and 
those who listen to you.”—1 Tim. 4:16.

my serving now more than twenty years 
in the Philippines, telling others about the 
kingdom of God. Over the years my career 
of proclaiming God’s kingdom has brought 
me many blessings, yes, right from the 
time of my baptism.

DESIRE FOR BAPTISM FINALLY REALIZED
I was grateful that my parents brought 

me, from an early age, to the meetings of 
Jehovah’s Christian witnesses. Though I 
was born of Protestant parents in 1926, in 
Cleveland, Ohio, it was not long before my 
father became dissatisfied at the minister 
of the church, who would say: “Do as I 
say but not as I do.” We had relatives who 
were Bible Students, as the Christian wit- 
nesses of Jehovah were then known. And 
soon we began attending meetings of the 
Witnesses.

My first opportunity to go from house 
to house in the Kingdom ministry came in 
1936, when I was only ten years of age. 
But I enjoyed going from house to house 
offering Bible literature with the help of 
a “testimony card,” a printed card that 
explained my reason for calling. I wanted 
to be baptized, but my parents did not al- 
low me to do so at that time because they 
thought I should be older. So I had to wait 
till I was fifteen years of age. But what an 
occasion that was!

It was assembly time, and the Watch 
Tower Society’s convention was being held 
in St. Louis, Missouri, August 6 1 9 4 1  .־10, 
Upon arrival there, all children between
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sons who do not yet know the truth about 
God and his purposes. They are distressed 
at what they see taking place in the world, 
but do not know which way to turn. They 
too need the truth that comes from God. 
But the hour is very late for this dying 
system. Appreciate the urgency of the 
times and take the time, yes, make the

OF

n y  >TY DESIRE to make a career of 
C✓  V L  proclaiming the kingdom of God 
presented me with a marvelous choice. 
One day the mailman brought a long 
envelope; it contained an application for 
serving at the Watch Tower Society’s 
headquarters at Brooklyn, New York. How 
happy I was to receive this! Then before 
I had time to fill it out I received another 
application; this one was for the Society’s 
missionary school of Gilead. Now a big 
decision faced me.

It was really a hard decision to make, 
as I had always wanted each of these priv- 
ileges. Well, I finally chose to fill out the 
application for Gilead School. This led to
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copy of this Bible study aid as Brother 
Rutherford looked on smiling.

Yes, what a convention that was for me! 
Getting baptized and then being one of 
those 15,000 children and receiving that 
wonderful spiritual message and book. 
From that time until now I have been try- 
ing to do all I can to tell others about God’s 
kingdom.

PROCLAIMING THE KINGDOM FULL TIME
After my baptism, I still had three years 

of high school to complete, but early in 
1944 I was thinking about a career as a 
full-time proclaimer of God’s kingdom. I 
filled out an application for pioneer ser- 
vice, full-time preaching of the Kingdom 
under direction of the Watch Tower Bible 
& Tract Society. Upon its approval I or- 
dered my literature and was very happy 
when that first carton of books arrived 
from Brooklyn.

On the first day of June, I started out 
in the ministry and rode my bicycle to the 
territory. That evening I graduated from 
high school. That ended twelve years of 
schooling and began my many years in the 
full-time ministry of telling others about 
Jehovah God and his kingdom.

Later I received an application for spe- 
cial pioneer service and was assigned to 
serve in Medina, Ohio. While I was there 
I received applications for both Brooklyn 
Bethel and Gilead School. Having chosen 
Gilead, I was called to its twelfth class. 
Upon graduation I remained a special pio- 
neer for a time, and then came a letter 
stating that I was assigned to the Philip- 
pines. What was it going to be like? Could 
I endure? These and many other questions 
arose in my mind.

GETTING ACQUAINTED WITH MY NEW HOME
My grandfather, who was an immigrant 

from Germany, told me to eat the way the 
people eat and to learn their ways. This
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the ages of five and eighteen years were 
to register for Children’s Day. I registered. 
And on Sunday morning there was an as- 
sembly for baptism. I was one of 1,357 
children who symbolized by water baptism 
their dedication to do Jehovah’s will. What 
a thrill it was finally to be able to present 
myself for baptism!

After being baptized we returned to The 
Arena or main auditorium, and at 11 a.m. 
I had the wonderful privilege of sitting in 
the main part of the auditorium with
15.000 other children. We heard the dis- 
course by the Society’s then president 
J. F. Rutherford entitled “Children of the 
King.” It was an inspiring discourse. And 
after concluding his talk, the Society’s 
president said: Ί  have a question to pro- 
pound to each of you. All of you who have 
agreed to do the will of God and have taken 
your stand on the side of the Theocratic 
Government by Christ Jesus, and who have 
agreed to obey God and His King, please 
STAND UP!’

We arose as one body. ‘Behold,’ ex- 
claimed the Society’s president, ‘more than
15.000 new witnesses to the Kingdom!’ 
After long applause he said: ‘All of you 
who will do what you can to tell others 
about God’s kingdom and its attending 
blessings please say Aye!’ Then came a 
thunder of “Aye” from 15,000 children on 
their feet.

And then the Society’s president said: 
‘If you had an instrument in your hands 
that you could use to the honor of Jeho- 
vah’s name, would you be diligent to use 
it?’ We answered “Yes!” ‘Then be seated, 
and I will tell you about that instrument. 
The Lord has made possible the prepara- 
tion of this book as a message for you. 
The title of this book is “Children.” ’ What 
tremendous applause followed! I remem- 
ber going up one of the two stairways to 
the platform to receive my free personal

S&eWATCHTOWER.



475
assemble in the Kingdom Hall at 8 a.m. 
In fact, many were already there at 7 a.m. 
During my week’s visit, many of the Wit- 
nesses who lived farther from the Kingdom 
Hall would sleep at the Hall for the whole 
week; at about 2 o’clock Monday morning 
they would start for home, full of spirit 
and happiness.

The week’s special preaching activities 
made us all very happy. Sometimes we 
would walk over the hills for two hours 
to the witnessing territory, sometimes 
singing Kingdom songs as we went. And 
with fifteen to twenty in a group, all 
walking single file over the trails and sing- 
ing, it really made my heart glad that I 
had accepted my foreign assignment.

The first circuit I was assigned em- 
braced the whole of the Tagalog-speaking 
towns; today that same section is con- 
tained in two districts. The expansion is 
very fast. Serving as circuit servant there 
in the Tagalog-speaking section of the 
Philippines was a real highlight in my life. 
To take God’s Word to the small homes in 
the rural sections; to see these humble 
people with no chairs in their homes but 
sitting on the floor listening to every word 
being spoken; to conduct a Bible study 
with them and later to see them at the 
Kingdom Hall on my next visit to the con- 
gregation—this made me want to work 
all the harder to tell others of God’s king- 
dom before the work was finished.

Traveling on Monday to another con- 
gregation was a real treat. Early in the 
morning in the rural sections I would wait 
for the bus to come. When it arrived it was 
usually full, but that did not matter, as 
there is always a way to make room for 
one more. The roof of the bus was full of 
cargo, and at times inside the bus, in the 
rear, perhaps a cow. On the running board 
might be some pigs; on the floor of the 
bus perhaps sacks of rice. The bus would 
travel along at about twenty to twenty-
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turned out to be a helpful suggestion, and 
it has made life much easier.

On June 1 ,1951,1 arrived at the Port of 
Manila. That evening I went with several 
of the Witnesses to a downtown section of 
Manila to offer the Watchtower and 
AuoaJce! magazines to pedestrians. I found 
my new surroundings very fascinating. The 
people were friendly, and most of them 
could speak English. That evening I met 
many Witnesses as they came past. At 
times I may not have paid full attention 
to the magazine work, as a mem came up 
and tapped me on the shoulder and asked 
if he could obtain a magazine from me.

I received my first missionary assign- 
ment, a housing project of the government 
called Roxas District. After several months 
of preaching God’s kingdom there, I was 
able to recommend to the Society that the 
group of new W itnesses there be formed 
into a congregation. I was privileged to be- 
come the presiding minister. When wit- 
nessing about God’s kingdom from house 
to house, I found that nearly everyone 
would invite me into their living room. I 
was able to give a sermon at nearly every 
home.

SERVING AS CIRCUIT SUPERVISOR
After being in my missionary assign- 

ment for only nine months, I received the 
privilege of serving as a circuit servant or 
supervisor, visiting congregations of Wit- 
nesses to encourage them and help them 
in their ministry. This work took me out 
to the provinces. Life there was much dif- 
ferent from that in the city. There was 
very little transportation, and most of the 
witnessing was done on foot. It reminded 
me of the time when Jesus Christ and his 
apostles went from town to town proclaim- 
ing the good news of God’s kingdom.

During my visits nearly every Witness 
in a congregation would engage in the 
field ministry. Each morning they would

SRe WATCHTOWER.



B r o o k l y n , N .Y .

Convention times give us a nice break, 
and we get to talk with other circuit and 
district supervisors from all parts of the 
country and to hear their experiences and 
of the thrilling increases that Jehovah is 
giving us here.

DISTRICT WORK
On June 1, 1968, I received the grand 

privilege of being appointed to serve as a 
district servant or supervisor. This has 
brought us many joys and thrills. It is 
delightful to assemble with Jehovah's peo- 
pie at a circuit assembly every two weeks. 
In our present district each circuit is made 
up of 200 to 500 Witnesses. We are now in 
the section of the country where the major 
language is Hiligaynon. Each circuit has 
its own dialect, but the basic language here 
is Hiligaynon.

This district is made up of almost 4,000 
Witnesses. It includes many beautiful is- 
lands and has one volcano. Many of our 
Christian brothers make their livelihood 
by raising sugarcane and rice or by en- 
gaging in the fishing industry.

At times travel is still very difficult. In 
some places, only during the mornings can 
one travel, as there is danger in the eve- 
nings or at night. Often we ride one bus to 
a certain town and then transfer to an- 
other to get where we are going. When it 
is time to transfer, we may find there are 
no buses at this time of the day. So we 
just have to sleep in that town at the home 
of a Witness and then proceed the next 
morning. This means, then, that it may 
take two days to go only a short distance. 
It is encouraging, though, to experience 
the warm hospitality of our Christian 
brothers wherever we are.

I have been in the Philippines now more 
than twenty years, and there is no place 
that I would rather be on earth than here, 
telling others of the kingdom of God. Je- 
hovah has given me everything that I have 
needed; in fact, more than I ever expected.
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five kilometers an hour (about fifteen 
miles an hour), but in time we would 
reach our destination.

One year I was serving in the Batangas- 
Mindoro circuit, made up of three provinc- 
es. Mindoro is a large island on the west 
coast of Luzon. There in the town of Bo- 
ngabon I found my partner for life; Nenita 
and I have served together now in King- 
dom work for thirteen years.

CONVENTION PRIVILEGES
Generally each year I have one month 

or more leave from my regular work to 
prepare for a large assembly. It is a won- 
derful privilege. The first assembly of 
which I had the privilege of being assem- 
bly servant or supervisor was in 1953. We 
had many problems, because this was my 
first time to be assembly servant, and 
most of the other Witnesses were new in 
their work too.

Then in 1963 I received the assignment 
to be assembly servant at the Around-the- 
World International Assembly of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. This was to be the biggest as- 
sembly yet in the Philippines. The Rizal 
Memorial Football Stadium was under con- 
tract, but there was no place for the cafe- 
teria and various departments. So a large 
building had to be constructed. Besides 
this, it was decided to place a roof over 
the bleachers, as the assembly would take 
place during the rainy season. We began 
putting the roof over the bleacher section 
two weeks before the assembly. Some em- 
ployees of the stadium said it would never 
be done. But just a handful of carpenters, 
with good organization and Jehovah’s 
blessing, were able to complete the building 
of the roof ahead of schedule, and on open- 
ing day it was ready.

We had planned this assembly for 20,- 
000 persons, but when the attendance 
count came in, we saw that there were 
over 37,000 persons at the public talk!
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You may wonder what happens to the 
old body parts. These die off a little bit 
at a time and are taken away as wastes. 
The new ones take their place.

These changes are 
happening everywhere 
in our body. It does not 
take very long until our 

whole body is made over. Jehovah made 
our body so that it does this. He made it 
so that it would go on doing it forever. 
Yes, he made mem to live forever.

But people die. Why? Because Adam 
sinned against God. And we got sin from 
Adam. He spoiled man’s good relationship 
with God. And our life depends on God.

To live forever, we need more than air 
and water and food and sleep. We need to 
have the right standing with God.

There is no doctor that can make us 
live forever. There is no magic pill that 
will keep us from dying. The only way we 
can live forever is by drawing close to 
God. The Great Teacher tells us how to 
do that.

Let’s get our Bibles and open 
them to John chapter 17, verse 3. 
Here we find w hat Jesus said: 
“This means everlasting life, their 
taking in knowledge of you, the 
only true God, and of the one whom 
you sent forth, Jesus Christ.” 

What did the Great Teacher say 
that we need in order to live for- 
ever? We need to take in knowl- 
edge. That means we need to learn. 
That is why we study the Bible.

But how will learning about Je- 
hovah help us to live forever? Re- 
member, all life comes from him.

An a r t ic le  s p e c ia lly  d e s ig n e d  fo r  

parents to read with their ch ildren

JEHOVAH has given us many wonderful 
gifts. One of his finest gifts to us is life. 

Without it we could not do anything, could 
we? But if we want to keep that gift, 
there are some things 
that we must do.

You are doing one of 
those things right now.
So am I. We do it all day and all night, 
even when we are asleep. If we were to 
stop, we would die right away. Do you 
know what it is? Yes, we are breathing.

There are other things that we do every 
day to keep alive. Can you name some 
of them? We eat food. We drink water. 
And we sleep. God made us so that we can- 
not live without these things.

None of them are hard to do. In fact, 
I like eating. Don’t you? But how does 
food keep us alive? Do you know? What 
happens to it after we swallow it?

Our body breaks the food into very tiny 
pieces. Then the blood carries these to 
every part of our body. This food is used 
in a marvelous way to build new bone, 
new flesh, new hair, nails, eyes and other 
body parts. Did 
you know that?
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Now, what does it mean to ‘exercise 
faith’ in Jesus? It means that we really 
believe that we cannot stay alive without 
him. We believe that God gives us ever- 
lasting life through Jesus. Do you believe 
that?

‘Exercising faith’ in Jesus means some- 
thing else too. It means that we believe 
him so much that we do what he says. 
We do not do just some things and not 
others. We do all the things he says. And 
we do them because we really want to. Is 
that what you want to do?

One of the things that the Great Teach- 
er tells us to do is to talk to other peo- 
pie about God and his kingdom. He did 
it himself to show us how. So, if we 
have really learned from Jesus, that is 
something that we will do. Do you do 
that?

But that is not all that counts. Every 
day we should do the things that the Bible 
says are right. We must be careful not to 
do bad things. We should show that we 
truly love one another.

If we do these things, it shows that we 
have really been listening to the Great 
Teacher.

kanah was a Levite of the nonpriestly family 
that descended from Kohath. (1 Sam. 1:1, 19; 
1 Chron. 6:27, 33, 34) As a nonpriestly Kohath- 
ite Levite, Samuel was not authorized to of- 
flciate at the sanctuary altar, and there is no 
record that he ever did so. Regarding Levites 
who were not of the family of Aaron, God’s 
law stated: “To the utensils of the holy place 
and to the altar they must not come near that 
they may not die.” (Num. 18:3) However, being 
Jehovah’s representative and prophet, Samuel 
could, in compliance with divine direction, offer 
up sacrifices at places other than the sanctuary, 
as was done by Gideon of the tribe of Manasseh 
and, later, by the prophet Elijah.—Judg. 6:15, 
25-28; 1 Ki. 18:36-38.
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To have his favor, we must worship him 
as the only true God. But we cannot wor- 
ship him in the right way unless we listen 
to what he says. Just as we need food 
every day, so we need to learn about Jeho- 
vah every day. This keeps us close to him. 
The Bible says: ‘Man must live, not on 
bread alone, but on all the words that 
come from Jehovah’s mouth.’—Matt. 4:4.

We also need to take in knowledge about 
someone besides God. Who is that? Jesus 
Christ. This is because God sent Jesus to 
take away sin. He can take away the harm 
that Adam did when Adam sinned against 
God. Jesus can help us to get back into 
a good relationship with God. And that is 
not possible in any other way.

That is why the Bible says: “There is 
no salvation in anyone else.” We have to 
learn about Jesus if we want to live for- 
ever. And if we really do have faith in 
him, we will be able to live forever. When 
he brings good conditions to all the earth, 
he will help us to live forever and be hap- 
py. It is a sure thing. That is why the Bible 
says: “He that exercises faith in the Son 
has everlasting life.”—Acts 4:12; John 
3:36.

•  Since the Bible speaks about the prophet 
Samuel as offering sacrifices, does this mean 
that he was a priest?—U.S.A.

No, the Scriptures clearly show that Samuel 
was not a priest of the line of Aaron. Samuel’s 
father Elkanah resided at Ramah in the moun- 
tainous region of Ephraim and is therefore 
called an Ephraimite. But genealogically El-
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self and endanger his relationship with Je- 
hovah God.

•  Why is it that Psalm 102:25, 26 and Hebrews 
1:10, 11 speak of the heavens and the earth 
as *perishing’ and as *being replaced like a 
worn-out garment’?—Hawaii.

In answering this question, some persons 
may point to the fact that the terms **heavens” 
and **earth” are not always applied to the 
literal heavens and earth. At Psalm 96:1, for 
example, the **earth” is encouraged to sing a 
**new song.” Obviously in this case the people 
of the earth are meant. ׳The Bible also speaks 
of ‘*wicked spirit forces in the heavenly places.” 
(Eph. 6:12) This would suggest that such 
wicked spirit forces constitute a *heaven״ over 
the wicked human society. In fact, the Devil 
is referred to as the **god of this system of 
things.” (2 Cor. 4:4) On this basis, some might 
conclude that the heavens and the earth men- 
tioned at Psalm 102:25, 26 (quoted at Hebrews 
1:10, 11) refer to the wicked heavens composed 
of Satan and his demons and which control 
the earth made up of mankind alienated from 
God. But does the passage itself allow for this 
application?

Psalm 102:25, 26 reads: “Long ago you [God] 
laid the foundations of the earth itself, and 
the heavens are the work of your hands. They 
themselves will perish, but you yourself will 
keep standing; and just like a garment they will 
all of them wear out. Just like clothing you 
will replace them, and they will finish their 
turn.” This gives rise to the question, How 
could God possibly be the Creator of wicked 
heavens and a wicked earth?

Well, it might be argued that God did create 
the spirit creatures who rebelled and eventually 
became a wicked heavens over mankind, and 
that God created Adam and Eve, from whom 
all persons alienated from God have descended. 
However, it should be noted that neither the 
passage itself nor the context readily lead to 
this conclusion. Then, too, there are no other 
scriptures that speak of Jehovah’s laying the 
foundation for a wicked human society or 
creating wicked heavens. Reasonably, there- 
fore, we should look for an explanation that 
more naturally and logically fits the context.

As revealed in the superscription of Psalm 
102, this psalm is “a prayer of the afflicted in 
case he grows feeble and pours out his con- 
cern before Jehovah himself.” Such an afflicted 
one could logically think about the everlast-

August 1, 1971
It is noteworthy that, when King Saul *com- 

pelled himself״ to offer up the burnt sacrifice, 
Samuel did not accuse him of wrongfully as- 
suming the priestly office. He simply said to 
Saul: “You have acted foolishly. You have not 
kept the commandment of Jehovah your God 
that he commanded you, because, if you had, 
Jehovah would have made your kingdom firm 
over Israel to time indefinite. And now your 
kingdom will not last.” (1 Sam. 13:12-14) So 
for violation of what command did Samuel 
censure Saul? And what guiding principle can 
we learn from this?

Earlier Samuel had instructed Saul: “You 
must go down ahead of me to Gilgal; and, look! 
I am going down to you to offer up burnt sacri- 
fices, to render up communion sacrifices. Seven 
days you should keep waiting until my coming 
to you, and I shall certainly let you know 
what you should do.” (1 Sam. 10:8) Even if 
this command pertained to another occasion 
(as some commentators believe), it would some- 
what parallel the one that Saul violated. What- 
ever the case, the fact remains that Samuel was 
Jehovah’s representative and, therefore, the 
command violated was really Jehovah’s com- 
mand and could not be treated with impunity. 
Thus Saul’s sin consisted of his presumptuously 
going ahead with the sacrifice and not obeying 
Jehovah’s command (given through Samuel) 
to wait. It did not involve an attempted seizure 
of the priestly office, for Samuel was not an 
Aaronic priest. Saul’s sin differed from that 
of a later king, Uzziah, who was told: “It is 
not your business, O Uzziah, to burn incense 
to Jehovah, but it is the business of the priests 
the sons of Aaron.”—2 Chron. 26:18.

Saul’s sin illustrates that it is a very serious 
thing for an individual to disregard God’s 
arrangement of matters. Samuel had not made 
himself a prophet. It was Jehovah God who, 
by means of his spirit, called him to be such 
so that all Israel “became aware that Samuel 
was one accredited for the position of prophet.” 
(1 Sam. 3:19, 20) Similarly, those serving as 
overseers and shepherds in the Christian con- 
gregation receive their appointment by holy 
spirit. (Acts 20:28) Of course, they do not speak 
by divine inspiration as did Samuel. Neverthe- 
less, we should not be presumptuous and at- 
tempt to take over the responsibility and duties 
of those so assigned, perhaps due to feeling 
they are not handling matters right or are too 
slow. Anyone who deliberately took such action 
would, like King Saul, bring trouble upon him-
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Accordingly, greater permanence is ascribed 
to Jehovah God (Ps. 102:25, 26) and to his 
glorified Son Jesus Christ (Heb. 1:10, 11) than 
to the physical creation, which is corruptible 
and could perish. Other scriptures also support 
this conclusion. At Luke 21:33, for example, 
Jesus said that ‘‘heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will by no means pass 
away.” Jesus here contrasted the stability and 
eternal truthfulness of his words as compared 
with the perishable nature of the physical 
heavens and earth. Not that God purposes to 
destroy them, but that they are destructible. 
So, the sense of this expression seems to be like 
that of Matthew 5:18: “Truly I say to you that 
sooner would heaven and earth pass away 
[or, “it is easier for heaven and earth to pass 
away,״ Luke 16:17] than for one smallest letter 
or one particle of a letter to pass away from 
the Law by any means and not all things take 
place.״

Since Jehovah God and his Son possess great- 
er permanence than the physical heavens and 
earth, this gives us full assurance that Jesus 
is always alive to plead for afflicted ones and 
God is always alive to hear and answer such 
pleas. (Compare Hebrews 7:25.) This knowl- 
edge should encourage us to trust completely 
in every promise of God, with full assurance 
that it will be fulfilled, no matter what may 
appear to stand in the way.
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ingness of Jehovah in relationship to the physi- 
cal heavens and earth. Yes, the physical ere- 
ation of heavens and earth is perishable. It 
could be destroyed, if such were God’s purpose. 
Unlike God’s eternal existence, the permanence 
of any part of his physical creation is not 
independent. As seen in the earth, the physical 
creation must undergo a continual renewing 
process if it is to endure or retain its existing 
form. That the physical heavens are dependent 
on God’s will and sustaining power is indicated 
at Psalm 148. After referring to sun, moon and 
stars as well as other parts of God’s creation, 
this Psalm (verse 6) states that God “keeps 
them standing forever, to time indefinite. A 
regulation he has given, and it will not pass 
away.”

At Hebrews 1:10,11 the words of Psalm 102: 
25, 26 are applied to Jesus Christ. He, too, 
could be said to have ‘laid the foundations 
of the earth’ and produced the heavens as 
‘the work of his hands* because God’s only- 
begotten Son was God’s personal Agent em- 
ployed in creating the physical universe. (John 
1:1, 2; Col. 1:15, 16) In highlighting the great- 
ness of the Son of God, who now enjoys incor- 
ruptibility, an “indestructible life” (Heb. 7:15, 
16), the writer of the letter to the Hebrews 
contrasts the Son’s permanence with that of 
the physical creation, which God, if he so de- 
signed, could ‘wrap up just as a cloak״ and 
set it aside.—Heb. 1:12.
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“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS 
September 5: Having the Truth That Leads to 

Eternal Life. Page 460. Songs to Be Used: 
9, 19.

September 12: Making Known God’s Prophetic 
Truths. Page 467. Songs to Be Used: 51, 25.


