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((,2-Y E THAT filches from me my

(\]T good name, robs me of that,
which not enriches him, and makes me
poor indeed.” Thus speaks one of the
characters in Shakespeare’s famous play,
Othello, the Moor of Venice.

As has well been noted, one’s name
might be likened to one’s face—it is that
by which one is known. But what makes
a name good or bad? It is the person who
wears that name. He gives it whatever
quality it has by what he is, the life he
leads, the things for which he stands. A
good name, that is, a good reputation, is
therefore something precious indeed. To
lose a good name is truly to be made poor.

Recognizing the value of a good name,
worldly governments have enacted laws to
protect one’s name or reputation from ma-
licious slander (oral defamation) and libel
(written defamation). In so doing these
governments are but following the pattern
set by the Bible in the ninth of the Ten
Commandments, which stated: “You shall
not give false evidence against your neigh-
bour.” Under that law, those who did, were
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punished with the same punishment

they had intended to bring upon anoth-

er by their false testimony.—Ex. 20:

16; Deut. 19:16-21, New English Bible.

Yes, the Bible shows that we should
rightly be concerned about having and
keeping a good name. In it we read that

“a good name is more to be desired than

great riches.” “A good name smells
sweeter than the finest ointment.” The im-
portance of a good name within the Chris-
tian congregation is made clear by the
Bible’s requirement that overseers must
have “a good reputation with the non-
Christian public.”—Prov. 22:1; Eccl. 7:1;
1 Tim. 3:7, NEB.

Jehovah God himself has set us an excel-
lent example in being concerned about hav-
ing a good name. First of all, he has given
himself a very distinctive name, Jehovah
or Yahweh, meaning “He Causes to Be-
come.” That name at once testifies to his
Creatorship and that he is a God of pur-
pose, One who carries out his will and ful-
fills his promises without fail. He consid-
ered this name so important that he caused
it to appear in the Hebrew Scriptures
6,961 times. In fact, by that name he is
identified more than by all other terms
put together—terms such as Lord, God,
Most High, and so forth. The name Jeho-
vah he associates with his great works
and deliverances, as when freeing the Is-
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raelites from Egyptian bondage.—2 Sam.
7:23.

Perhaps the earliest allusion to the im-
portance of God’s reputation or name is
that made by Abraham in connection with
the destruction of the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah. Abraham questioned the jus-
tice of destroying the righteous with the
wicked, asking, “Is the Judge of all the
earth not going to do what is right?” The
reputation of God was involved, that is,
his name as a just God and Judge. Jeho-
vah God agreed to spare those wicked
cities if but ten righteous persons were
found in them. But there were not ten,
only Lot’s family.—Gen. 18:24, 25; 19:
15-29.

Jehovah spared his people Israel in the
wilderness when they deserved to die, be-
cause of his name. And so in the centuries
to follow, repeatedly we read of Jehovah’s
servants as pleading that He hear and
answer their petitions because his name
was involved, because his reputation was
at stake.—Num. 14:13-19; Josh. 7:7-9;
Isa. 37:14-20; Ezek. 36:16-23.

ACQUIRING A GOOD NAME

Since it is so desirable, how can we
acquire a good name? By seeking to please
men, by trying to be popular? No, but by
doing what is right, by living in the fear
of Jehovah God. Thus there was Job, who
the Bible record shows had a fine name
with God. Why? Because he was ,a man
blameless and upright, who feared God
and set his face against wrongdoing.” And
he defended his good name against the
efforts of his three hypocritical friends to
besmirch it. In the end Job was vindi-
cated and his three supposed friends were
severely censured by Jehovah God.—Job
1:8; 42:7-10.
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Those who bear the name of Jehovah as
his witnesses have added reason to be con-
cemed that their conduct is upright, for
not only their own name, but also the
name of the Christian congregation and
the name of Jehovah himself are involved.
Thus a Witness in Dahomey, Africa, work-
ing in a better-class hotel, found $1,600
in a pair of trousers he was given to take
to the cleaners. He took the money to the
hotel owner, who put it in a safe. When
the guest discovered his loss he was great-
ly distressed and went immediately to the
owner of the hotel bemoaning his loss,
having no money with which to pay his
bills, in fact, nothing except his airplane
ticket back to France. The hotel owner
was glad to be able to return the money
and explained that it had been found by
one of his employees. The guest asked to
see this employee; meeting the man, he
asked him what made him return the
money. The employee replied that he was
one of Jehovah’s witnesses and that as
such he lived by Bible principles. The
guest, very much impressed, stated: °I
know Jehovah’s witnesses are good people
and when | return to France | am surely
going to look them up, because | want to
know more about them.’

The hotel owner, who previously had
little time for the Christian witnesses of
Jehovah, has changed his mind. Now he
is glad to have one of them working for
him. That honest deed not only gave the
Witness involved a good name, but helped
to enhance the name of Jehovah’s witness-
es as a people. More importantly, it served
to glorify the name of their God, Jehovah.

Truly a good name is something pre-
cious. Happy are all those who have a
good name, for it is better than great
riches, finer than sweet-smelling oil.
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AT God has
a personal
name all persons
well acquainted
with the Holy Scrip-
tures realize. True,
he also is designated
in the Scriptures by such descriptive titles
as “God,” “Lord,” “Father,” “the Al-
mighty,” “the Most High” and others. But
his personality and attributes are fully
summed up and expressed only in his per-
sonal name, one that is unique with him.
God says: “lI am Jehovah. That is my
name; and to no one else shall I give my
own glory.”—Isa. 42:8; Ps. 83:18.

“Jehovah” is the best-known English
pronunciation of God’s name, although
“Yahweh” is that favored by most He-
brew scholars. The oldest Hebrew manu-
scripts present the name in the form of
four consonants, commonly called the Tet-
ragrammaton (from Greek tetra, meaning
“four,” and gramma, “a letter”). These
four Hebrew letters are the equivalent of
our four English letters YHWH (some
say YHVH or JHVH).

But if Jehovah is the name of God,
someone may ask, why is that name so
rarely used in the churches either by
preachers or parishioners? Do you, for
example, use God’s name in your worship?
Is it important that you do so?

SUPERSTITION HIDES THE NAME

A principal reason why so many are
unfamiliar with God’s name is because of
a superstitious idea that arose among Jew-
ish people many centuries ago. This super-
stition held that it was wrong to pronounce
God’s personal name. Just what caused
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the Jews to adopt this
idea is not certain.
Some claim the teach-
ing arose that the
name was too sacred
for imperfect lips to
speak. Another view
is that the intent was
to keep non-Jewish
peoples from knowing
the name and possibly
misusing it. And still
another claim is that
the purpose was to protect the name from
use in magical rites.

When did this superstition toward pro-
nouncing God’s name take hold? There is
uncertainty about this. Many reference
works have suggested that the name
ceased to be used by about 300 B.C.E. They
base this conclusion on the supposed ab-
sence of God’s hame in the Greek
gint, the first translation of the Scriptures
from Hebrew into Greek, begun in about
280 B.C.E. Was this the case?

True, the most complete manuscript
copies of the Septuagint now known do
consistently follow the practice of substi-
tuting the Greek words (Lord) or
ho Theos'(God) for the name Jehovah
(Yahweh). But these major manuscripts
date back only as far as the fourth and
fifth centuries C.E. Recently, however,
much older copies, though in fragmentary
form, have been discovered that prove that
the earliest copies of the Septuagint did
contain the divine name.

For example, there is the fragment of
a papyrus roll, listed as Inventory Num-
ber 266 of the Fouad Papyri. It contains
the second half of the book of Deuterono-
my, and in it the Tetragrammaton is regu-
larly presented, written in Hebrew char-
acters. This papyrus is dated by scholars
as of the second or first century B.C.E,,
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four or five centuries earlier than the
Septuagint manuscripts mentioned previ-
ously that do not contain the divine name.

Commenting on another ancient papyrus
find, Dr. Paul E. Kahle says: “The papyrus
containing fragments of Leviticus ii-v is
written in a hand closely akin to that of
Papyrus Fouad 266, characterized as al-
ready mentioned by the fact that the name
of God is rendered by the Tetragrammaton
in Hebrew square letters (nIn') not by
kopto¢ [Ky'ri os] as later in Christian MSS
of the Bible.”—The Cairo Geniza, 1959 ed.,
pp. 222, 224.

So, there is sound evidence against the
idea that the divine name, at least in writ-
ten form, ceased to be used in the period
before our Common Era.

WHEN THE SUPERSTITION TOOK HOLD

In the first century C.E., there first
appears some evidence of the development
of a superstitious attitude toward God’
name. For example, Josephus, a first-
century Jewish historian from a priestly
family, after discussing God’s declaring of
his name to Moses, said: “It is not lawful
for me to say any more.” ( of
the Jews, Book H, Chap. XM, par. 4) Jo-
sephus’ statement, however, is vague. It
does not clearly reveal just what the gen-
eral attitude current in the first century
was as to pronouncing or using the divine
name.

The Jewish Mishnah, a collection of
rabbinical teachings and traditions, is
somewhat more explicit. 1ts compilation is
credited to Rabbi Judah the Patriarch,
who lived in the second and third centuries
C.E. Some of the Mishnaic material clearly
relates to circumstances prior to the de-
struction of Jerusalem and its temple in
70 C.E. It must be acknowledged, how-
ever, that the historical value of the Mish-
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naic traditions is questionable. Neverthe-
less, certain Mishnaic traditions give
insight into what were apparently Jewish
attitudes toward the pronouncing of the
divine name.

In connection with the annual Day of
Atonement, Yoma, 6, 2, states: “And when
the priests and the people which stood in
the Temple Court heard the Expressed
Name come forth from the mouth of the
High Priest, they used to kneel and bow
themselves and fall down on their faces
and say, ‘Blessed be the name of the glory
of his kingdom for ever and ever!’”

Of the daily priestly blessings, Sotah,
7, 6, says: “In the Temple they pro-
nounced the Name as it was written, but
in the provinces by a substitute word.”

Sanhedrin, 10, 1, in listing those “that
have no share in the world to come,”
states: “Abba Saul says: Also he that
pronounces the Name with its proper
letters.”

Yet, despite these last two negative
views, one also finds in the first section
of the Mishnah the positive injunction that
“a man should salute his fellow with [the
use of] the Name [of God],” the exam-
pie of Boaz (Ruth 2:4) then being cited.
—Berakoth, 9, 5.

Taken for what they are worth, these
traditional views may reveal a supersti-
tious tendency to avoid using the divine
name sometime before Jerusalem’s temple
was destroyed in 70 C.E. There is no evi-
dence that such superstition prevailed be-
fore the Common Era. The available evi-
dence shows that this superstition began
to develop at the earliest by the first or
second centuries C.E. Thus, in Jesus’ day
it may well have been the general practice
for many Jews to use the divine name.

The time did come, however, when, in
reading the Hebrew Scriptures in the origi-
nal language, the Jewish reader substitut-
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ed either ,Adhonay' (Lord) or * '
(God) rather than pronounce the divine
name represented by the Tetragrammaton.
This is seen from the fact that when vowel
pointing came into use in the sixth or
seventh centuries C.E. the Jewish copyists
inserted the
vowel points
for either
* Adhonay’ or
,Elo him" when
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glish or any other version of the Old Testam
ment, as it fortunately does not in the
numerous versions made by modern mis-
sionaries. This Memorial Name, explained
in Ex. iii. 14, 15, and emphasized as such
over and over in the original text of the
Old Testament,
designates God
as the personal
God, as the
covenant God,

ISSUE

ertlng the < God’s Children Imitate What Is Good. the GOd of rev-
Tetragramma- elation, the
ton, eV|dentIy = What Kind of Bread for a Hungry World? De_llverer, th_e
to warn the Friend of his

reader to say

those words in place of pronouncing the
divine name. If using the Greek

gint translation of the Hebrew Scriptures
in later copies, the reader, of course, found
the Tetragrammaton completely replaced
by the Greek titles

Translations into other languages, such
as the Latin Vulgate, followed the example
of these later copies of the Septuagint.
The Catholic Douay translation of 1609 in
English, based on the Vulgate, therefore
does not contain the divine name. And the
King James Version of 1611 customarily
uses LORD or GOD in all capitals to repre-
sent the Tetragrammaton in the Hebrew
Scriptures. However, in four places it does
use the name “Jehovah,” namely, at Exo-
dus 6:3, Isaiah 12:2 and 26:4, and Psalm
83:18.

The translators of the American Stan-
dard Version (of 1901) forcefully expose
the wrong basis for obscuring God’s sac-
red name Jehovah, saying, in the foreword
of that translation, “the American Revis-
ers, after a careful consideration, were
brought to the unanimous conviction that
a Jewish superstition, which regarded the
Divine Name as too sacred to be uttered,
ought no longer to dominate in the En-

people;—not
merely the abstractly ‘Eternal One’ of
many French translations, but the ever
living Helper of those who are in trouble.
This personal name [Jehovah], with its
wealth of sacred associations, is now re-

Ky'ranstdv@d to the place in the sacred text to

which it has an unquestionable claim.”
Yes, when we read God’s own declared
purpose to have his name “declared in all
the earth” and that his name “will be
great among the nations,” how can we
hold back from using that name in our
worship because of some superstition?
(Ex. 9:16; Mai. 1:11) The book of Mala-
chi (3:16) describes a “book of remem-
brance” that began to be written up be-
fore God “for those in fear of Jehovah and
for those thinking upon his name.” Are
you included in that “book of remem-
brance”? Do you not only think upon that
name’ but also express it in worship? Only
thereby can any person be counted among
the ‘people for God’s name’ that the Chris-
tian disciple James spoke about at Acts
15:14-18. It means life everlasting for you
to know God by his name, to treat that
name with respect and to live in harmony
with the things that he has had recorded
in his Word over that Most Holy Name.



"It is good to give thanks
to Jehovah.”—Ps. 92:1.

ETTING to know Jehovah God has
been the happy lot of only a minority
of people. He is unknown to the majority.
The apostle Paul observed this fact some
nineteen hundred years ago during his visit
to Athens, where, on an altar, it was pub-
licly acknowledged that God was unknown.
Today we can visit almost any place on
the face of the earth and find existing a
similar general lack of knowledge of Je-
hovah. Few are those who give thought to
the true God. However, this is not because
Jehovah God prevents people from having
knowledge of him and his ways. Jehovah
has provided a written word, the Bible,
that now has become available to the ma-
jority of peoples throughout the world in
their own languages. Also, he has sent out
witnesses, such as Paul, drawing attention
to his Godship. Failure to give attention
is an individual responsibility.—Acts 17:
23; Rom. 1:19-21.
21t is necessary to know a person and
some of his good qualities before one can
really appreciate him. Those who have
known Jehovah and appreciated all that
he has done for mankind have seen the
privilege and duty to express themselves
in reverence and with thanks. In ancient
days Jehovah God chose the descendants
of Israel as his nation and revealed him-

1. (a) Do many people know who Jehovah is? (b) What
Erovoisions has Jehovah made to help mankind to know
im?

2. (a) What results from knowing Jehovah? (b) What
is the invitation in Psalm 95:1-3, and how do these

verses identify Jehovah?
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self to them, speaking to them through
prophets, judges and priests. He did many
good things for that chosen nation. Ap-
predation of Jehovah’s greatness and ma-
jesty moved his worshipers to invite one
another enthusiastically to come together
and unitedly express thanksgiving. One ex-
ample is Psalm 95:1-3: “O come let us
cry out joyfully to Jehovah! Let us shout
in triumph to our Rock of salvation. Let
us come before his person with thanks-
giving; let us with melodies shout in tri-
umph to him. For Jehovah is a great God
and a great King over all other gods.”
How is Jehovah here identified? First of
all, it is by his name, Jehovah. He is the
great God and King over all. Then the
Psalm goes on to reveal him as the Cre-
ator; everything belongs to him. His great-
ness contrasts with the unworthiness of
his earthly worshipers, and the alert ones
who appreciate Jehovah therefore have
good cause to express thanksgiving, to be
joyful and to sing together the praises of
God. Why? Because they have come to
know the great Jehovah.

3Jehovah has interest in the human
family. Whenever Jehovah has dealt with
people, he has instructed them and caused
them to assemble together in united wor-
ship and thanksgiving for their good and

3. (a) What example shows that Jehovah is interested

in having people congregate? (b) How was it beneficial
to assemble in ancient times? Who benefited?
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blessing. As recorded at Deuteronomy 31:
12, 13, God had the command given by
his prophet Moses before the chosen na-
tion of ancient days went into the land
promised to them: “Congregate the people,
the men and the women and the little
ones and your alien resident who is within
your gates, in order that they may listen
and in order that they may learn, as they
must fear Jehovah your God and take care
to carry out all the words of this law. And
their sons who have not known should
listen, and they must learn to fear Jeho-
vah your God all the days that you are
living upon the soil to which you are cross-
ing the Jordan to take possession of it.”
Who are involved here? This sweeping
command takes in everybody in the land,
the entire family plus the alien residents
associated with them. So on occasions for
worship the families should be together.
There was no segregation of the children.
All assembled together. Why? What should
they do? It was a time to listen. It was a
place to learn. If they faithfully did this,
they would not forget God’s law, and the
children coming along would learn of their
relationship to Jehovah.

4Ancient Israel as a nation, when faith-
ful, remembered to come before Jehovah
for thanksgiving and worship. One exam-
pie of this was in the days of Joshua short-
ly after they entered the land promised
to them. “And all Israel and their older
men and the officers and their judges were
standing on this side and on that side of
the Ark in front of the priests, the Levites,
carrying the ark of the covenant of Je-
hovah, the alien resident as well as the
native, one half of them in front of Mount
Gerizim and the other half of them in
front of Mount Ebal, (just as Moses the
servant of Jehovah had commanded,) to
bless the people of Israel first of all. And
after this he read aloud all the words of

4. What were some of the good thin%s accomplished
through assembling in the time of Joshua?
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the law, the blessing and the malediction,
according to all that is written in the book
of the law. There proved to be not a word
of all that Moses had commanded that
Joshua did not read aloud in front of all
the congregation of Israel, together with
the women and the little ones and the
alien residents who walked in their midst.”
(Josh. 8:33-35) So, this arrangement was
not simply for the benefit of Jehovah, who
was receiving their worship. The law was
read aloud by Joshua for the good of ev-
eryone, including non-Israelites. By keep-
ing familiar with God’s law they were able
to comply with God’s requirements. And
what were the results to them? Jehovah
prospered the people in the days of Joshua,
giving them many victories as they came
to be settled in the land. Do you not think
Jehovah God would do the same for his
people today if they complied with his
requirements?

IN THE DAYS OF SOLOMON

6Centuries passed and Jehovah kept his
people together as a nation. Eventually
Solomon became the earthly king. A great
responsibility was placed in Solomon’s
care, namely, oversight of construction of
Jehovah’s temple at Jerusalem. Never had
there been such a temple of Jehovah;
therefore, completion of the building must
have been regarded as something special
in the eyes of all, cause for united thanks-
giving to Jehovah. The worship was or-
ganized as follows: “Solomon proceeded
to congregate the older men of Israel and
all the heads of the tribes, the chieftains
of the paternal houses of the sons of Israel,
to Jerusalem, to bring the ark of the cove-
nant of Jehovah up from the city of David,
that is to say, Zion.” (2 Chron. 5:2) A
multitude of animals were sacrificed. There
was singing of praises to Jehovah, and
5. %a) How was Solomon used by Jehovah in connection
Wit

pure worship? (b) What did the people learn
through hearing the prayer of Solomon?
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finally a period of instruction as King
Solomon stood and prayed aloud before
the multitude. This prayer, recorded at
2 Chronicles chapter 6, helped the people
to see how this temple would benefit them
and it magnified Jehovah’s greatness, his
concern for man and His mercies. Jeho-
vah was too great to dwell in this house
that had been built, though it was a mag-
nificent structure. The house was to be
used as a center of worship and prayer.
It also was a place for giving thanks. Peo-
pie could straighten out their ways and re-
gain Jehovah’s favor by their repentance
and returning to worship Jehovah in con-
nection with his temple. Foreigners could
worship Jehovah too. After hearing the
provisions to be made for the nation and
the people by having this temple, every-
one should have a heart filled with thanks-
giving.

*When Solomon finished his prayer, Je-
hovah gave the people evidence that He
was in harmony with the prayer and ac-
cepted the temple by sending fire from
heaven to consume the offering and sac-
rifices, and his glory filled the house. Pro-
6. (a) How did Jehovah answer Solomon’s prayer?

(b) What feature of Solomon’s reign showed Jehovah’s
blessing?
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vision had been made for the entire na-
tion to be united in his worship, coming
before Jehovah with thanksgiving when
praying toward the house that had been
built in Jerusalem. (2 Chron. 7:1, 2) Dur-
ing Solomon’s reign the nation enjoyed
great material prosperity. It was a reign
of peace as Jehovah had promised, giving
ample evidence that when there is pure
worship of Jehovah God blessings always
follow.

OTHER KINGS

, Many vyears later Hezekiah became
king at Jerusalem, and during his reign
there were notable gatherings before Je-
hovah. Chapters 29 and 30 of Second
Chronicles tell of efforts made to assem-
ble the people for worship. Runners were
sent out by the King, carrying invitations
to people all through the land of Judah
and also to people living under the ten-
tribe Kingdom of Israel. Those who re-
sponded to the invitation received the ben-
efits. “And there came to be great rejoicing
in Jerusalem, for from the days of Solo-
mon the son of David the king of Israel
there was none like this in Jerusalem.”

7. What are some of the notable events of Hezekiah’s
reign as recorded in 2 Chronicles chapters 29 and 30?

Completion of the temple was cause for united thanksgiving to Jehovah.
Should there not be even more thanksgiving on the part of Christians?
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(2 Chron. 30:26) What a pity that all
through the years from the time of Solo-
mon to Hezekiah the people had not al-
ways faithfully come before Jehovah with
thanksgiving. What joy they missed! Those
who were present in the days of Hezekiah
had every reason to give thanks, because
Jehovah was blessing their efforts to re-
turn to Him and His ways.

8Following the death of Hezekiah, pure
worship broke down and troubles came to
the people. After some years a good king
named Josiah came to the throne and was
a mere eight years of age when he began
his rule. But he had a heart inclined
toward God and searched for God. This is
a fine Biblical example for youths of all
generations; indeed, no age is too early to
begin searching for God. By the time Jo-
siah was nineteen years of age, he had
learned many things about true worship
and false worship so he embarked on a
campaign to cleanse the land of all false
worship. “And in the eighth year of his
reigning, while he was still a boy, he start-
ed to search for the God of David his fore-
father; and in the twelfth year he started
to cleanse Judah and Jerusalem from the
high places and the sacred poles and the
graven images and the molten statues.
Further, they pulled down before him the
altars of the Baals; and the incense stands
that were up above he cut down from off
them; and the sacred poles and the graven
images and the molten statues he broke
in pieces and reduced to powder, and then
sprinkled it upon the surface of the burial
places of those that used to sacrifice to
them.” (2 Chron. 34:3, 4) The center for
pure worship and thanksgiving had to be
put in order and so Josiah organized re-
pairing of Jehovah’s house.
8. (az In his youth, how did King Josiah show respect

for Jehovah God? (b) How is this an example for
youths today?
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®When about twenty-five years old, Jo-
siah rejoiced that a copy of the book of
God’s law had been found. Consideration
of the law revealed how far away from
proper worship the people had Mien; the
king understood what they should be do-
ing. Annually they should have been hold-
ing a passover on the fourteenth day of the
first month, so Josiah set about to cele-
brate a passover in the eighteenth year
of his reign. How well this was done is
summed up at 2 Chronicles 35:17, 18:
“And the sons of Israel that were to be
found proceeded to hold the passover at
that time and also the festival of the un-
fermented cakes for seven days. And there
had never been held a passover like it in
Israel since the days of Samuel the proph-
et, neither had any of the other kings of
Israel themselves held a passover like that
which Josiah and the priests and the Le-
vites and all Judah and Israel that were
to be found and the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem held.” Going back to Samuel’s day
meant a period of more than four hundred
years, even beyond the time of Solomon.
So who will deny that the people on that
occasion had cause for thanksgiving?

10It was Jehovah God who arranged
that his people have periods of assembling
for worship and giving thanks. If his cove-
nant people kept the terms of their agree-
ment, they always benefited and were
blessed very much. But by far the majori-
ty of kings who ruled in the land of Israel
and Judah turned away from Jehovah and
his arrangements. This always led the peo-
pie to unhappiness in many forms and
disasters. Eventually even the capital city,
Jerusalem, was destroyed, the temple was
demolished, many people were killed, oth-
ers were taken as exiles to faraway lands

9. (a) Did Josiah appreciate God’s law? (b) What does

2 Chronicles chapter 35 show to be outstanding about

the assembly organized by Josiah?

\1/8.h\/\4hat troubles came to God’s covenant people?
y?
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and great suffering occurred.—2 Chron.
36:11-20.

1 Jehovah had foretold through the
prophet Jeremiah that Jerusalem would lie
devastated for a period of seventy years,
and, when that time ran out, Jehovah’s
mercy and loving-kindness were shown
toward his covenant people in allowing a
remnant of them to be freed from exile
and return to the site of Jerusalem. This
was for the purpose of rebuilding the city
and its temple of worship so that eventual-
ly God’s servants would come before him
in thanksgiving there. (2 Chron. 36:21-
23) The faith of those who engaged in the
rebuilding work was put to the test by
opposers. Efforts were made to frustrate
the building campaign, so that God’s ser-
vants had to put up a hard fight. For a
time all construction work was stopped
because of the enemy conspiracy. (Ezra
chap. 4; Neh. 4:15-18) By making appeal
to the highest authority in the empire
God’s servants succeeded in receiving an
order from Darius the king that the build-
ing work might proceed and in the sixth
year of the reign of Darius the temple
stood completed at Jerusalem. Jehovah
had blessed his servants with success, and
the culmination was a joyful assembly for
thanksgiving at the temple’s completion.
“And the sons of lIsrael, the priests and
the Levites and the rest of the former
exiles held the inauguration of this house
of God with joy.” (Ezra 6:16) These were
faithful servants of Jehovah with many
reasons for thanksgiving in ancient times.
But what about our times? Should there
not be more thanksgiving on the part of
Christians?

IN CHRISTIAN TIMES
122Jesus Christ made it a practice to be

11. (a) How was Jehovah’s loving-kindness shown to
those who survived the exile? Ezb) What were the
outstanding reasons to come before Jehovah with
thanksgiving at that time?

12. How did Jesus Christ assemble with others?
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with groups of people for the worship of
Jehovah. He kept God’s laws regarding
annual celebrations such as the passover.
He used opportunities to praise Jehovah
God and call attention to God’s purposes
in the presence of groups or crowds of
people. At Nazareth it was his custom to
go to the synagogue each sabbath day,
and there he read aloud from God’s Word.
He taught at the synagogues and the tern-
pie, flll of which should have given the
people reasons for expressing thanks to
God.—Luke 4:16; John 7:14; 18:19, 20.

13Besides the synagogues and the tern-
pie, Jesus found other places to gather
people together for teaching and instrue-
tion. Early in his ministry when crowds
followed him, he went up on a mountain.
What he said to his disciples is written
in Matthew chapters 5 through 7. Today
we enjoy reading of the happinesses with
which he opened his sermon. He explained
how to live with others, even with ene-
mies, and he said a man should love his
enemies just as God shows love. The gath-
ered ones heard him tell how to pray, what
forgiveness really means; the proper view-
point on material things was also a sub-
ject for consideration, and stress was laid
on seeking first the kingdom of heaven,
laying up treasures in heaven. Outstanding
too was the illustration about a tree and
its fruit and how those who do the will of
the Father will enter the Kingdom. What
a wonderful experience it must have been
actually to hear this sermon on the moun-
tain!

KUA small service assembly was held
with the twelve apostles when Jesus sent
them out to preach about the Kingdom.
He described the things they would face,
the experiences in going from house to
house, how they would be taken care of,

13. Give examples showing how it was beneficial to
assemble with Christ Jesus on the mountain.

14. What were some outstanding points made by Jesus
Christ in the service assembly described at Matthew
chapter 10?
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how they would have opposition. But they
should not be afraid of those who can Kill
the body but cannot destroy the soul. He
told how families would become divided
because some desire to worship God and
others do not agree.—Matthew chap. 10.

“ On another occasion, as recorded at
Luke 22:19-30, the passover had condud-
ed and Jesus instituted the Lord’s evening
meal with the bread and wine. He made
a covenant with them for a Kingdom.
Calmly and in a kind way he settled a
heated dispute about who would be the
greatest. This was an example for them
to copy. Chapters 13 through 17 of John
contain many of the good things Jesus
told his assembled followers on that oc-
casion. Here was given the new command-
ment to love one another. They were im-
pressed with the importance of bearing
fruit to the glory of Jehovah God. Jesus
showed that as they were manifesting love
and bearing fruit to Gods glory they
would be hated and persecuted even as he
was. Jesus explained the Christian posi-
tion of neutrality in chapter 15 and em-
phasized it again in his prayer in chapter

17. Truly, everyone present at that meet-
15. (a) As shown by Luke’s account, what are some
things that were learned at the time the apostles were
assembled at the last passover with Jesus? (b) What

outstanding teachings did John record in connection
with the same occasion of assembly?

|

E faith of those who had been
trained and selected by Jesus to be
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ing should have had many reasons for
expressing thanks to Jehovah God.

®What Jesus was doing by gathering
people together for teaching and instrue-
tion was the founding of the Christian
congregation. It was a building work. He
himself is the great foundation comer-
stone, and the faithful apostles are part of
the foundation as well. “You have been
built up upon the foundation of the apos-
ties and prophets, while Christ Jesus him-
self is the foundation cornerstone.” (Eph.
2:20) Christ Jesus is also designated as
the head of this congregation or assem-
bly. “He is the head of the body, the con-
gregation. He is the beginning, the first-
bom from the dead, that he might become
the one who is first in all things.” (Col.
1:18) Thinking about the wonderful or-
ganization that the Christian congrega-
tion is and the great building work Jesus
did in assembling living stones to make up
the building is sufficient to cause any per-
son interested in God and his purposes to
feel moved with thanksgiving, which he
expresses to God in heaven. But someone
may ask, “Where is that building of ‘living
stones’ today?” You will see. But please
read the next article and learn what hap-
pened since the death of Christ right up
to our day.

16. What spiritual building work did Jesus do that
should make us ieel thankful to Jehovah?

' me Dean CIC M

put to a severe test by events surrounding
the death of Jesus and persecution of his

part of the Christian congregation Wgfllowers connected therewith. Although

1. (a) Did the death of Jesus Christ stop his followers
from assembling? (b) How did Christ give encourage-
ment at their meetings in difficult times?

at the time they were in considerable dan-
ger, the faithful ones did not fail in in-
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viting one another to come together for
worship and thanksgiving to God. So it
was that, following his resurrection, Christ
Jesus joined in some of the Christian as-
semblies. Because of the fear of the Jews,
the disciples met together behind locked
doors. Jesus came along to encourage and
build them up. It must have been a thrill-
ing experience to be there and have Jesus
come into the room though all doors were
locked and hear him speak again. This
and other evidences of Jesus’ resurrection
received by the Christians could hardly
pass without great thanksgiving on the
part of the Christians. Jesus actually ar-
ranged for meetings with his disciples fol-
lowing his resurrection. On a mountain
in Galilee Jesus told them: “All authority
has been given me in heaven and on the
earth. Go therefore and make disciples of
people of all the nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the holy spirit, teaching them to
observe all the things | have commanded
you. And, look! I am with you all the days
until the conclusion of the system of
things."—Matt. 28:18-20; John 20:19-22.

2Acts of Apostles opens with a record
of Christian meetings and instruction from
Christ on what should be done in days to
come. “And while he was meeting with
them he gave them the orders: ,Do not
withdraw from Jerusalem, but keep wait-
ing for what the Father has promised,
about which you heard from me; because
John, indeed, baptized with water, but you
will be baptized in holy spirit not many
days after this." When, now, they had
assembled, they went asking him: ‘Lord,
are you restoring the kingdom to Israel
at this time?’ He said to them: ‘It does
not belong to you to get knowledge of the
times or seasons which the Father has
placed in his own jurisdiction; but you
will receive power when the holy spirit

2. What was learned at the last meeting Christ attended
with them on earth?
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arrives upon you, and you will be wit-
nesses of me both in Jerusalem and in all
Judea and Samaria and to the most dis-
tant part of the earth.” And after he had
said these things, while they were looking
on, he was lifted up and a cloud caught
him up from their vision.” (Acts 1:49°)
Thus this was the last earthly assembly at
which Jesus Christ was visibly present.

REASONS FOR THANKSGIVING
AT PENTECOST

sAfter the ascension of Jesus Christ to
the heavens, his faithful followers on earth
continued meeting together for prayer and
consideration of important spiritual things.
The festival days of the Jews provided
an opportunity for Christians to meet at
one place, and as faithful Christians they
seized the opportunity to congregate on
the day of Pentecost in 33 C.E. Can you
imagine what disappointment would have
been experienced by any one of the Chris-
tians who failed to congregate on that oc-
casion? The Bible does not indicate there
was advance notice that anything special
would occur at that particular occasion,
but how glad they must have been that
they were “all together at the same place”!
It was a unique experience for about one
hundred and twenty dedicated servants of
Jehovah: “And suddenly there occurred
from heaven a noise just like that of a
rushing stiff breeze, and it filled the whole
house in which they were sitting. And
tongues as if of fire became visible to them
and were distributed about, and one sat
upon each one of them, and they all be-
came filled with holy spirit and started
to speak with different tongues, just as
the spirit was granting them to make
utterance.”—Acts 2:2-4.

4Here Jehovah had sent his active force,
3. What uniciue experience was enjoyed by the Chris-
tians assembled on the day of Pentecost?

4. (a) What did God’s spirit move his servants to do
Eﬂat 7day? (b) What were some reasons for thanksgiving
en’
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holy spirit, to move his
dedicated servants into
the witness work. Mirac-
ulous power from God
caused the small assem-
bly to bring about a
great testimony to the
honor of God’s name.
What the Christians
spoke was in many lan-
guages understood by
people then in the city
of Jerusalem and it
caused astonishment
among those who under-
stood. The occasion of
this assembly opened an
opportunity for a public
discourse by Peter. The
discourse provided in-
structive material for the assembly itself
and also for those not Christians who
were within hearing distance. Peter was
moved by Jehovah God to use scriptures
and powerful reasoning to convince the
assembled ones that indeed Jehovah God
had sent Jesus as Christ, that the power-
ful works Jesus did were of God, that Je-
sus had succeeded in gaining a resurrec-
tion from the dead and was now at the
right hand of Jehovah in the heavens.
Peter’s speech contained motivation and
exhortation to get saved. So convincing
was Peter’s presentation that the small
group of Christians had a lot to do that
day. The group of about one hundred and
twenty was composed of men and women,
so probably less than one hundred men
got busy with the baptism of about three
thousand new Christian praisers of Jeho-
vah. Thus this spiritual feast on the oc-
casion of Pentecost produced honor to Je-
hovah and signaled a giant step forward
for the spreading of the good news. It
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The 120 Christians at Pentecost 33 C.E. must have been filled
with thanksgiving to God and glad they were

“all together at the same place”!

would be difficult to imagine that anyone
who was present on that occasion could
fail to be filled with thanksgiving to Jeho-
vah.—Acts 2:22-41.

6From that time onward, with holy
spirit guiding them, Christians energetical-
ly mounted a great educational campaign
that spread throughout the whole Roman
Empire and beyond. They continued de-
voting themselves to the teaching of the
apostles, to prayer, to meetings, and to
praising God. They found favor with all
the people. “At the same time Jehovah
continued to join to them daily those be-
ing saved.” (Acts 2:42, 46, 47) As time
went on, congregations were formed all
throughout the area called Palestine. God’s
servants continued to come before him
with thanksgiving, watching with great in-
terest and joy as the spirit of Jehovah
moved the visible theocratic organization
forward. As the expansion went on, per-
secution arose; however, Jehovah always
carried his servants through it and kept

5. Mention some of the blessings that followed Pen-
tecost.
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adding to their strength.—Acts 5:14; 6:
7; 8:1, 14, 40.

6For about three and a half years those
who had been associated with Jesus ex-
perienced the excitement of seeing great
crowds from among the Jews becoming
believers in Jesus Christ and returning to
the pure worship of Jehovah. To them it
must have seemed like a great expansion
was under way. At times they must have
pondered on the words of Jesus when he
said they would be witnesses of him to
the most distant part of the earth. As they
looked to Jehovah for direction, they were
not disappointed. By holy spirit Peter was
directed to go to Caesarea, and there a
new field for expansion of worship opened
up as Jehovah accepted Cornelius and
other Gentiles into the ranks of his dedi-
cated servants. Thus the way opened up
for Gentiles as well as the fleshly descen-
dants of Israel to participate in assem-
bling together for Christian worship of
Jehovah. The next few years witnessed
a tremendous growth in the Christian or-
ganization. (Acts 11:19-21) While the
governing body maintained headquarters
at Jerusalem, representatives were sent to
all kinds of cities and provinces, and the
assembling together of Christians became
very widespread during the first century
of our common era. The apostle Paul was
privileged to have a considerable part in
the theocratic expansion program, congre-
gating people everywhere. (Acts 14:21
28) It is in his writing to the Hebrews
that the exhortation occurs: “Let us hold
fast the public declaration of our hope
without wavering, for he is faithful that
promised. And let us consider one another
to incite to love and fine works, not for-
saking the gathering of ourselves together,
as some have the custom, but encouraging
one another, and all the more so as you
6. (a) How did holy spirit direct extension of the

expansion to include non-Jews? (b) What ﬁa_rt_was
Paul privileged to have in assembling Christians?
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behold the day drawing near.”—Heb. 10:
23-25.

ASSEMBLY BLESSINGS IN THE “LAST DAYS”

TThe words of the apostle Paul quoted
above have been full of meaning for Chris-
tians ever since they were written. The
very phraseology used by Paul indicates
a special importance for those living in
the “last days,” for he says, “all the more
so as you behold the day drawing near.”
If ever there would be a time when one
should hold fast without wavering and
incite others to love and fine works, the
“last days” would especially be such a
time. What Paul wrote was in full har-
mony with Jesus Christ, who urged his
servants to be together. His expression at
Matthew 18:20, “For where there are two
or three gathered together in my name,
there I am in their midst,” indicates the
benefits of being together with other
Christians. Blessings come through Christ
Jesus to those who gather together in his
name. And while such blessings will come
to two or three, they will also be found if
there be two or three hundred, twenty or
thirty thousand or even more. The Scrip-
tures give ample evidence that Christ Je-
sus continues to look with favor upon
those who come before Jehovah with
thanksgiving.

8As we have considered already, many
blessings came to God’s servants who as-
sembled together in earlier days. We re-
call the good things the apostle Peter was
able to express on the occasion of Pente-
cost or at the time when Cornelius was
admitted into the congregation of Chris-
tians. The application of scriptures on such
occasions proved to be cause for thanks-
giving among those who assembled. But
7. Why is assembling of Christians in modern days so
important?
8,9. (a) What are some of the reasons for thanksgivin
now? (b) What has come along in addition to increase

understanding of the Scriptures that causes great joy
in advertising the Kingdom?
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now in this period which the Scriptures
have designated as the “last days,” there
are even more causes for thanksgiving.
Much more light has been shed upon God’s
purposes. Many of the events foretold in
Bible prophecy have come to pass. The
“times of the nations” which Jesus spoke
of have run out; the year 1914 became a
marked year so far as God’s purposes are
concerned, and Jehovah has lovingly let
his witnesses see the facts showing the
fulfillment of Revelation chapter 12 with
the birth of the Kingdom in the heavens
and the ousting of Satan and his demons
from heaven, cast down to the earth. All
of the evidence has accumulated to show
that the end of wickedness is near and it
is a time to lift up Christian heads and be
full of joy because deliverance is at hand.
—Luke 21:24, 28.

8Christians living in the “last days” are
very thankful to Jehovah for a clear
appreciation of the meaning of Mat-
thew chapter 24. As the years have gone
by since 1914, understanding of the sig-
nificance of points mentioned by Jesus
in Matthew’s record has become clearer.
From 1922 forward importance of adver-
tising the King and the Kingdom has been
well known and Jehovah God has opened
up the way for the fulfillment of Jesus’
prophecy at Matthew 24:14. If the good
news of the Kingdom is to be preached
in all the world for a witness to all the
nations, then people would have to do the
preaching. Though the ranks of God’s wit-
nesses were few in the year 1922 com-
pared to now, the blessing of Jehovah has
indeed produced results so that there have
been great increases in the number of in-
dividuals proclaiming the good news of
the Kingdom. Jehovah God has not only
raised up those of the “little flock,” but
in assemblies God’s servants have come to
understand the meaning of Revelation 7:
9-17 and have identified a *“great crowd.”
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Preaching of the Kingdom good news has
reached more than 200 lands now. The
number of those sharing in this activity
sometime ago passed the one million mark
and keeps steadily increasing from year
to year. When assemblies are held for
special occasions of worship, such as the
Memorial of the death of Jesus Christ, the
numbers go up into the millions and are
increasing from year to year. It is easy to
find many reasons for coming before Je-
hovah with thanksgiving in these “last
days.”

10In addition to providing his servants
with people to proclaim the good news,
Jehovah God has graciously made avail-
able the material things necessary to car-
ry on the tremendous activity required.
Facilities are in the hands of God’ dedi-
cated servants for the production of Bibles
and Bible literature, and millions of copies
are going out each month, thereby speed-
ing up the required activity of getting the
good news spread all over the world. In-
dividuals have been raised up by Jehovah
to comprise the *“faithful and discreet
slave” whom Jesus foretold at Matthew
24:45-47, and so there has been a great
flood of spiritual truths brought forth in
these “last days.” It is a time of much
spiritual feasting on revealed truths; regu-
lar provisions of spiritual food are made
for the congregation of God’s servants
throughout the earth.

N Regularly God’s people assemble to-
gether to partake of this spiritual food.
This has brought about a wonderful unity
in the worship of Jehovah God world wide.
Many times this has been demonstrated in
the international assemblies of Jehovah’s
witnesses in recent years. The fact that
such great assemblies have been possible

10. In connection with our spiritual food, what material
things are we extremely thankful for now?

11. (a) How do large Christian assemblies add blessings?
(b) Why are Christians thankful to see faithful brothers
Keeping™ integrity?
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is in itself cause for much thanksgiving
to Jehovah. Anyone who is able to par-
ticipate in an assembly of God’s people
can look about him and see that he has
many brothers and sisters. Among these
are some who have already shared in this
service of Jehovah for many years. The
presence of such individuals is a blessed
example and cause to thank God for those
who endure in his service over the years.
It is well known to those who serve God
in these “last days” that endurance is nec-
essary and that there are those who op-
pose the spreading of the good news. But
it is today just as it was following Pente-
cost of 33 C.E. Jehovah keeps the way
open. He keeps his hand of care and pro-
tection over his organized people and gives
spiritual strength to his servants so they
can endure under many varying circum-
stances and conditions. The Christian in
modern times is full of thanksgiving to
Jehovah for the theocratic organization
He has built up in this period and we are
moved to make expressions similar to the
apostle Paul’s in 2 Thessalonians 1:3-5:
“We are obligated to give God thanks
always for you, brothers, as it is fitting,
because your faith is growing exceedingly
and the love of each and all of you is in-
creasing one toward the other. As a re-
suit we ourselves take pride in you among
the congregations of God because of your
endurance and faith in all your persecu-
tions and the tribulations that you are
bearing. This is a proof of the righteous
judgment of God, leading to your being
counted worthy of the kingdom of God,
for which you are indeed suffering.”
12As the Scriptures foretold, all kinds
of people make up the congregation of Je-
hovah God now. It is really a pleasure to
12. (a) How is Christ's commandment at John 13:34, 35

being kept now? éb} How does Psalm 95 encourage
unity in worship of Jehovah?
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be able to see and be with such a varied
association of Christians. We are moved
to thanksgiving by the fact that the new
commandment Jesus mentioned in John
13:34, 35 is a reality. Although God’s
servants are from all nationalities, races
and peoples, true Christian love binds them
together. Each one shows interest in the
other and not in himself alone. Jehovah
has done this through the unifying force
of his spirit and his Word. The rallying
point for Christians in these “last days”
is the united worship of Jehovah, and the
opportunity is available regularly to join
in such worship in the more than 26,000
Christian congregations now functioning
around the world. As God’s faithful ones in
ancient times did, so too in these “last
days” his servants desire to be united to-
gether in his worship and invite others,
saying: “O come in, let us worship and
bow down; let us kneel before Jehovah
our Maker. For he is our God, and we are
the people of his pasturage and the sheep
of his hand.”—Ps. 95:6, 7.

13The invitation is extended to all read-
ers of The
into the Kingdom Halls of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses throughout the world. There are
vital reasons for everyone to join in wor-
ship and thanksgiving to Jehovah God. As
you read on the previous pages about the
blessings given to worshipers of Jehovah
in both ancient times and our century,
do you see the value in congregating with
servants of God? Do you wish to receive
and enjoy spiritual blessings now? and in
the future? Those whose God is Jehovah
and who are people of his pasturage are
full of joy now and have assurance of
everlasting life in happiness under his
eternal rule. (Ps. 37:9-11) Be a worshiper
of Jehovah. In unity with other worshipers

13. Why are all readers of The Watchtower invited to
join in assembling for worship of Jehovah?

Watchtowerto come regt
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of Jehovah, acknowledge with thanks your
own faith in Jehovah and you will never
be disappointed. “For the Scripture says:
‘None that rests his faith on him will be
disappointed.” For there is no distinction

A song can cheer the heavy
Can bring Jehovah praise;
A song can lighten daily loads,
And help us walk God’s ways.

Yes, songs have power. Some have pow-
er for good and some have power for bad.
Which kind of songs do you sing?

Never before has this earth heard so
much singing of songs as today. Not only
by individuals themselves—with or with-
out instrumental accompaniment—but also
by means of jukebox, radio and television,
and by phonograph and tape recorder. And
in particular is the production of popular
songs a multimillion-dollar business. There
are baroque rock, folk rock, hard rock,
jazz, blues and many other kinds of popu-
lar music and songs.

In times past the religious theme played
a leading role in the songs people sang.
In fact, musicologists tell us that Ger-
many’ being such a musical nation is
largely due to Martin Luther’s insistence
that all in the congregations join in singing
praise to God. And the prominent role
that religious music played in the lives of
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between Jew and Greek, for there is the
same Lord over all, who is rich to all those
calling upon him. For ‘everyone who calls
on the name of Jehovah will be saved.'”
—Rom. 10:11-13.

|| the early settlers of America is to be
|| seen from the very title of a history of
I music in the United States:
|| vah to Jazz.
Today there seems to be a slight

I trend toward religious themes in popu-
I lar music, but it is irreverent, as can

be seen by the most ambitious album
I featuring it: “Jesus Christ, Superstar.”
I And we also read of the “New Rock:
1 Bittersweet and Low.” However, as re-

gards the mainstream of popular music

the counsel of a writer in the New York
Times Magazine is still apropos: “Parents,
if you want to know what your Kids think
of war, drugs and sex, listen to the songs
they sing.'

WHAT KIND OF SONGS?
Youth is impatient, it lacks the wisdom
that knowledge and years of experience
often bring. It wants to try everything,
and it wants to do it now. The popular
songwriters and singers give youths what
they want, or what they think they want,
namely, sex, drugs and rebellion.
Romantic love has ever been one of the
dominant themes of songs, but can today's
fove’ songs that encourage loose conduct
be termed romantic? There are songs with
such words as “Let’s spend the night to-
gether.” “He’ll hold you in his arms till
you feel his disease.” “Tonight I'm yours.”
Drugs have been made very popular by
modem singers. Thus, last October radio
executives attending a White House con-
ference on drug abuse were told to listen
to the words of some of the songs sung
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over their own stations. Among the words
they might have heard were: “I'm a real
straightshooter, if you know what I
mean.” “One pill makes you larger, one
pill makes you small, but the pill your
mother gave you did nothing for you at
all.” Songs tell about taking a “trip” and
use other language that unsuspecting par-
ents would not recognize as having to do
with drugs. Thus “Lucy in the Sky with
Diamonds” refers to LSD.

Another theme with a bad effect that
appeals to youths today is that of rebellion.
Parents and police are ridiculed, taunted
and mocked. Youths sing out: “We want
the world and we want it NOW!” “We are
the forces of chaos and anarchy.”

THE TARGET—THE HEART

A song has power, for it appeals to both
mind and heart. It involves both intellect
and emotion. How can such songs, with
music to match, have any other than a
bad effect on the youths that sing them
over and over again? When they repeated-
ly feed their minds on such themes, can
their hearts be inclined otherwise? And
does not the heart produce the motivation
that leads to actions? As Jesus Christ said:
“Out of the heart come wicked reasonings,
murders, adulteries, fornications.” And as
one of his disciples showed: “Each one is
tried by being drawn out and enticed by
his own desire. Then the desire, when it
has become fertile, gives birth to sin.”
When a person sings again and again, and
with feeling, words that express a craving
for that which is immoral, is he not culti-
vating and making fertile in his own heart
the desire for such things?—Matt. 15:19;
Jas. 1:14, 15.

We cannot escape it. God’s Word is true:
“Whatever a man is sowing, this he will
also reap.” Far from ‘pummeling the body’
to keep it under control, which is what
the apostle Paul said he had to do, the
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singing of such songs feeds its low ten-
dencies, and makes it still harder to do
what is right. (Gal. 6:7; 1 Cor. 9:27) Sing-
ing of such popular songs, because of the
influence on mind and heart, causes one
to be “fashioned after this system of
things,” the very thing Christians are com-
manded not to do.—Rom. 12:2.

THERE 1S AN ALTERNATIVE

It is not as though there are no other
songs available. There are. It is simply
a matter of discriminating, even as one
should do in regard to what one eats and
what one reads. There are ever so many
fine songs that express noble, idealistic
sentiments in the field of folk, standard
and semiclassical music that can be en-
joyed by anyone.

Also let it be noted that the songs
published by the Watchtower society, as
they appear in their songbook, *“Singing
and Accompanying Yourselves with Music
in Your Hearts” are truly beautiful, of
great variety and emotionally satisfying
as well as spiritually upbuilding. They are
a power for good, for by singing them
you will at the same time be heeding the
command to ‘continue considering what-
ever things are true, righteous, chaste,
lovable and virtuous.—Phil. 4:8.

Just as parents have the obligation to
see to it that their children are fed prop-
erly, and given moral guidance in harmony
with God’s Word, so too they have the
obligation to safeguard their children
against singing songs or playing music the
words, mood and spirit of which run coun-
ter to Bible principles. By taking this mat-
ter seriously, by doing something about it,
parents will save themselves many a heart-
ache and regret and will safeguard the
spiritual interests and well-being of their
children.—1 Tim. 4:16.



GIVES A SIGN

'ODAY we are going to talk about
signs. It is good to know how to read watch for. He told them about things

signs. They can help us.

Some signs have
words on them. They
tell us where we can

buy food. They may warn us not to cross
the street when cars are coming. What

signs have you seen?

There are signs of another kind too.
They may have no words. Some of them
tell about changes in the weather. Clouds
may cover the sun. Perhaps the wind starts
to blow. Lightning flashes. There is thun-
der. When you hear and see these things,

what do they mean? What
is going to happen? Yes,
there will probably be rain.
It is not hard to read those
signs, is it?

One day Jesus’ apostles
asked him for a sign.
They had heard him say
that people would not see
him again until some fu-
ture time. They wanted
to know when that would
be. What sign would there
be that the time had
come?

The Great Teacher knew
that his followers would
need a sign. He was going
to go back to heaven to be
with God. When he came
again he would not be a
human. He would be a
spirit. And can you see a
spirit?

So, how would anyone
know that he had come
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again? Well, Jesus told them what to

that would happen

An article specially designed for right here on earth,
parents to read with their children When Jesus was

talking to them, they

were close to Jerusalem. They could see it
across the valley. And they could see its
beautiful temple. So Jesus told them about
things that would happen to Jerusalem and
its temple. And those things did happen!
But Jesus also said that the same things
would happen again later. This time they
would happen to the whole world. And
what would this mean? It would mean
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that Christ had returned. It would mean
that from heaven he had begun to ride in
the kingdom of God. Soon he would de-
stroy the wicked. Life would soon get
much better here on earth.

Have we seen the sign that Jesus gave?
I have. Would you like to hear about it?

As part of the sign, Jesus said: ,You
are going to hear of wars and reports of
wars. Nation will rise against nation and
kingdom against kingdom.’

I have seen that in my lifetime. Whole
nations have fought against other nations
to destroy them. The trouble really began
in the year 1914. Now we hear news re-
ports about war almost every day. Have
you heard those reports on the radio or
on television?

Here is another part of the sign that
Jesus gave. He said: ,There will be food
shortages in one place after another.’

Not everyone has enough food to eat.
Did you know that? | have heard that
every day ten thousand people die because
they do not have enough food. Jesus said
that there would be food shortages.

Jesus also said: ,In one place after an-
other there will be pestilences.’

Do you know what a pestilence is? It
is a sickness or disease that kills many
people. Right after the war that began in
1914 there was a very great pestilence.
It was called the Spanish flu. About 500,-
000,000 persons went to bed sick from
the flu in just a few months, and over 20,-
000,000 of them died. Just think of that!
But the Spanish flu was not the only pesti-
lence. There are still cancer, heart disease
and other sicknesses that kill many thou-
sands of persons every year.

This is another part of the sign that
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he gave: ,There will be earthquakes in one
place after another.’

Do you know what an earthquake is?
It makes the ground shake under your feet.
Houses fall down and people often get
killed. Since the year 1914 there have been
many more earthquakes every year than
there were before. These are things that
have happened in my lifetime.

Jesus said that another part of the sign
would be ,more and more lawlessness.’
That is happening too. That is why peo-
pie almost everywhere lock the door on
their houses. They are afraid that some-
one might try to break in. And in many
places it is not safe to walk on the street
alone at night. Never before has it been
as bad as it is now.—Matt. 23:39-24:22;
Luke 21:5-36.

Some people may say that these things
have happened before. But never before
has it happened to so much of the world
at the same time. All this has special
meaning.

Remember, Jesus said that these things
would be a sign. Can you read that sign?
What does it mean?

Most people see only the trouble. It
makes them unhappy. But if they knew
what the sign meant, they would rejoice.
Why?

Jesus said: ,As these things start to hap-
pen, lift your heads up, because your de-
liverance is getting near.” That means that
we should be happy. Because in just a
short time God will put an end to all the
troubles on this earth. Life will be a real
pleasure then.

Don’t you agree that is good news? If
we really believe it, we won’t keep it only
for ourselves. Other people need to know
about it too.

“How comely upon the mountains are the feet of the one bring-

ing good news, the one publishing peace, the one bringing good

news of something better, the one publishing salvation, the one
saying to Zion: ‘Your God has become king!l’"—lsa. 52:7.



Church News Shows Problems Growing

N RECENT years, Christendom’s
I churches have been buffeted by severe
storms of criticism and opposition. Much
of the dissent is internal, coming right
from within the church systems them-
selves. The Roman Catholic Church espe-
cially has been undergoing inner struggle.
The following recent news items show how
these problems continue to mount with
growing force.

GERMANS QUITTING CHURCHES

West Germans are formally quitting their
churches at the rate of about 4,800 a week,
says “Time” magazine. One reason why is
that by taking this action they can escape the
extra income tax that has for years been
imposed on church members and which, since
World War I, has been collected by the West
German government. These taxes net Protestant
and Roman Catholic churches more than one
thousand million dollars a year. But more and
more Germans are highly resentful of this forced
taxation. Since the only way they can escape
it is by officially quitting their church, they
are doing just that. An estimated 480,000 have
formally renounced their religion in just the
past three years. Now, many of the new
churches built with tax money during the last
two decades are nearly empty most of the time.

POPE CRITICIZED BY ITALIAN NEWSPAPER,
QUESTIONED ON WAR

“Il Tempo" of April 17, 1971, carried head-
lines reading ”Shaggy Haired Pacifists and Girls
in Hot Pants in Audience with Pope.” The
article criticized the pope for receiving members
of several pop music bands in “scandalous
clothing” after the Vatican had recently con-
demned sexy styles of dress. During the
audience with Pope Paul VI, one of the young
musicians asked him: “You who are so powerful
that you can ban the pill, why don’t you get
busy and abolish obligatory conscription? Why
don't you forbid Catholics to take part in wars
and violence?” The pope answered: “It is not
within our power.”
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VATICAN RULES AGAINST PRIESTS
The papal encyclical ,,Humanae Vitae/1
issued in 1968, reaffirmed the Catholic Church’s
ban on the use of contraceptives in birth con-
trol. Among the many priests who disagreed
were about fifty who were disciplined by
Cardinal O ’Boyle of Washington, D.C. Nine-
teen of these priests took their case to the
pope. They lost. The Vatican has now issued
its ruling in the matter: the priests must uphold
the ban.

BISHOPS CRITICIZE PRIESTS

Sometime ago American Catholic bishops
authorized a study of the priesthood and its
problems. It revealed a ,,potentially dangerous
gap” between the bishops and most priests on
all major Church issues. Especially did the
priests disagree with the Church’s stand that
requires them to be unmarried. However, in
their annual meeting this year the bishops
criticized the report, and they greeted with
applause a suggestion that the study be repu-
diated. Thus, the conflict between priests and
the hierarchy of the Church gathers momentum.

CHURCH CHALLENGED IN IRELAND

For centuries Ireland has been one of the
most conservative bastions of the Catholic
Church in the world. But now, the Church in
that country is coming under increasing attack
from within and from without. It is being
challenged on a variety of issues, such as
church-state relations, priestly dissent, the alien-
ation of young people, birth control and social
morality. When Archbishop John McQuaid of
Dublin issued a pastoral letter supporting the
official ban on contraceptives, parishioners at
two churches walked out when the letter was
read. The primate of all Ireland, William
Cardinal Conway, admitted: “There’s a storm

in Western civilization and the church is in-
volved in it. Things are not all calm and
peaceful.”

CLERGY DROPOUTS
How many clergymen are quitting the minis-
try in the United States? Accurate figures are
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difficult to obtain, but the Denver “Post” re-
ports: “One estimate is that at least 3,000
Protestant ministers . and perhaps 2,500
Roman Catholic clergymen . are dropping

out annually.”

SEMINARY ENROLLMENT DOWN SHARPLY

The magazine “Christian Heritage," for May
1971, notes the following: “Since 1966, the
number of young men studying for the priest-
hood [in the United States] has dropped
nearly in half, according to statistics in Wash-
ington, D.C., by the Center for Applied Research
in the Apostolate. About 46,000 future priests
were enrolled in the United States seminaries
four years ago, By October 1970 the
number had decreased to some 24,000. The
exact 1970 figure— 23,822— reflects a decline
in enrollment at every level, from high school
through graduate theology.”

Also, the Vatican says that during 1970 the
number of new ordinations for the priesthood
throughout the world dropped to 4,064. That
represents a decrease of 12.5 percent from
1969.

PRIESTS SUPPORT MARXISTS

Eighty priests in Chile issued a document
declaring: “We don’t see any incompatibility
between Christians and Marxists.” They also
said: “We categorically pronounce ourselves
for a Socialist system, which constitutes the
only way to escape from underdevelopment.”

Similarly, Thomas and Marjorie Melville, a
former priest and a former nun, wrote in the
New York “Times": “It is worth noting that the
Papal Nuncio to Cuba has publicly described
Fidel Castro as 'politically a Marxist but ethi-
cally a Christian,” and that alliances are being
built between Catholics— both lay and clerical
— and Marxists, especially in Colombia, Brazil,
Chile and Argentina.”

‘DOGMA BREAKING DOWN’
Toronto sociologist Martin Goldfarb states:
“It is clear that some aspects of Catholic dogma
are breaking down.” When Catholics were
asked if they would follow the pope’s decrees
or their own conscience in regard to birth
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control, 78 percent said they would follow
their own conscience. And only 37 percent
said they believed in the Church’s teaching of
obligatory celibacy for priests.

SERMONS NOT MEETING PEOPLE’S NEEDS

The president of Fuller Theological Seminary
in Pasadena says that many churchgoers are
getting restless. Why? He states: “It’s getting
so it’s sometimes hard to tell church services
from Rotary luncheons. Many preachers have
become political pundits, economic analysts,
authorities on such subjects as the infield fly
rule. . . . Very often, sermon content has been
thin.” He notes that “the spiritual comfort
people need is not always there. They're tired
of hearing about Vietnam; there’s no personal
encouragement, no joy, no celebration; nothing
to get excited about.” Yet, God’ Word, the
Bible, is filled with information that encourages
those who love righteousness. And it tells of
thrilling events that will affect mankind in the
very near future and beyond.

TURNING TO A ‘NEW GOD’
Catholic theologian Gregory Baum of Toronto
says that modern religion is turning to a ‘new
God.’ Instead of thinking about God as an
invisible being who can be approached through
prayer, Baum says the ‘new God will be found
through self-knowledge, through talking with
other people and deciding through political and
social growth what is right and what is wrong.’
But this is precisely what has been done
already for centuries. Men have leaned on their
own understanding instead of following God’s
wisdom as revealed in the Bible. They have
decided for themselves what is right and what
is wrong and have ignored what God says is
right and what is wrong. The folly of leaning
on human wisdom alone is evident to many
now as the awful results of imperfect, often
selfish, human rule and human thinking become
more obvious daily. Long ago the Bible, God’
Word, warned: “Trust in Jehovah with all your
heart and do not lean upon your own under-
standing.” “Do not put your trust in nobles, nor
in the son of earthling man, to whom no sal-
vation belongs.”— Prov. 3:5; Ps. 146:3.
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bISVINFORMATION?

HE testimony of none other than the
Son of God, Jesus Christ, points to

Moses as the writer of the first book wfterest in that covenant.

the Bible, Genesis. (Luke 24:27, 44) Since
the events related in that book occurred
before Moses’ birth, the question arises,
Where did he get his information?

As far back as the eighteenth century
the Dutch scholar Vitringa pondered this
question. Based on the use of the expres-
sion “this is the history,” Vitringa con-
eluded that each occurrence of this ex-
pression in the book of Genesis identified
an already-existing document. In more re-
cent years others have reached a similar
conclusion. For example, archaeologist
P. J. Wiseman, commenting on the expres-
sion “this is the history” (or, “these are
the origins™), writes: “It is the concluding
sentence of each section, and therefore
points backward to a narrative already
recorded. ... It normally refers to the
writer of the history, or the owner of the
tablet containing it.” Discoveries in
Babylonia About & 53.

An examination of the contents of these
histories, however, casts considerable
doubt on the correctness of this view. For
example, according to this view, the sec-
tion beginning with Genesis chapter 36,
verse 10, would conclude with the words
of Genesis 37:2, “This is the history of
Jacob.” But nearly the entire record per-
tains to Esau’s offspring and makes only
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incidental reference to Ja-
cob and his family. More-
over, if the theory were
correct, this would mean
that Ishmael and Esau
were the writers or pos-
sessors of the most ex-
tensive documents about
God’s dealings with Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob. This
does not appear to be rea-
sonable, for it would make
those who had no share in the Abrahamic
covenant the ones who had the greatest
It would be
hard to conceive that Ishmael had such
concern about events associated with Abra-
ham’s household that he put forth efforts
to get a detailed record thereof, a record
that spanned many years after his being
dismissed along with his mother Hagar.
—Gen. 11:27b-25:12.

Similarly, there would have been no
reason for Esau, who had no appreciation
for sacred things, to have written or been
the possessor of an account dealing exten-
sively with events in Jacob’s life, events
to which Esau was not an eyewitness.
(Gen. 25:19-36:1; Heb. 12:16) Also, it
does not seem logical to conclude that
Isaac and Jacob would have largely ig-
nored God’s dealings with them, being con-
tent to have only brief records about some-
one else’s genealogies.—Gen. 25:13-193;
36:10-37:2a.

While the expression “this is the his-
tory” cannot in each case be reasonably
linked with the writer or owner of such
a history, this would not necessarily rule
out Moses’ getting some of his informa-
tion from earlier written records, includ-
ing accounts committed to writing before
the flood of Noah’s day. Though the Bible
contains no definite references to pre-
Flood writing, it should be noted that the
building of cities, the development of mu-
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sical instruments and the forging of iron
and copper tools had their start long before
the Flood. (Gen. 4:17, 21, 22) Reasonably,
therefore, men would have had little dif-
Acuity in also developing a method of writ-
ing. And archaeological evidence indicates
that writing existed for a considerable pe-
riod before the time of Moses. It must be
acknowledged, however, that direct testi-
mony concerning the existence of pre-
Flood writing is lacking.

It is true that Assyrian King Ashurbani-
pal spoke of reading “inscriptions on stone
from the time before the flood.” But these
inscriptions may have simply preceded a
local flood of considerable proportions or
could have been accounts that purported
to relate events prior to the Flood. For
example, what is known as “The Sumerian
King List,” after mentioning that eight
kings ruled for 241,000 years, states:
“(Then) the Flood sweptover (the earth).”
Such record, clearly, is not authentic.

According to Bible chronology, the glob-
al flood of Noah’s day occurred in 2370
B.C.E. Archaeologists have assigned dates
earlier than this to numerous clay tablets
they have excavated. But these clay tab-
lets are not dated documents. Hence the
dates that have been assigned to them are
merely conjectural and provide no solid
basis for establishing a relationship in
time to the Biblical flood. None of the arti-
facts that have been excavated are defi-
nitely known to date from pre-Flood times.
Archaeologists who have assigned items
to the pre-Flood period have done so on
the basis of findings that, at best, can only
be interpreted to give evidence of a great
local flood.
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So there is no way to establish definite-
ly that Moses got some of his information
from pre-Flood and post-Flood records.
Neither is there any basis for disproving
that he did so, for writing has long been
used for transmitting information. Never-
theless, the source for Moses’ information
did not have to be earlier written records.
It is obvious that someone had to receive
information relating to the events prior to
man’s creation by divine revelation. Thus
Moses could have gotten this as well as
the rest of his material by direct revela-
tion from God. But, if revealed to some-
one other than Moses, this information
and the basis for the remainder of the con-
tents of the book of Genesis could have
been transmitted to Moses by means of
oral tradition. Due to the long life-span
of men of that period, the information
could have been passed from the first man
Adam to Moses through just five human
links, namely, Methuselah, Shem, Isaac,
Levi and Amram. This would, of course,
have required the last traditional link,
Amram, to have the whole book of Genesis
in his head.

At the present time, no definite con-
elusion can be reached as to the imme-
diate source from which Moses obtained
the information that he recorded. He
could have received it through direct reve-
lation, oral tradition or written records.
Perhaps all three sources were involved.
It should be remembered, however, that
the important thing is, not the imme-
diate source, but the fact that Jehovah
God, by means of his spirit, guided the
prophet Moses to write the reliable ac-
count preserved in the Genesis record.

What Rejecting Genesis Means

“Those who reject the Genesis account may not realize that by so
doing they reject Christianity. Why? Because the ransom sacrifice of
Jesus Christ became necessary as a result of what Adam himself did.”

— m|stheBible Really the Word of God?, page 34.



S ir\0 YOU consid-
* 1J er yourself a
merciful person?
Christ Jesus said:
“Continue becoming
merciful, just as your
Father is merciful.”
(Luke 6:36) Are you
doing that? How can
you tell?

Mercy, to many, brings
thoughts of showing
“more Kindness than jus-
tice requires,” or “for-
bearance shown to an
offender.” Like Shake-
speare they say, “Mercy
seasons justice.”

True, these are expres-
sions of mercy, for it often does refer to
being lenient in punishing an offender or
showing clemency in judgment. But mercy
involves much, much more than this. In
fact, if we think of mercy only in those
senses, we are missing the real meaning
of mercy, taking too narrow a view of it.
We could hardly become like our Creator
if that is the sum of our understanding of
mercy.

Look in a dictionary and you will see
that mercy can also mean: “A blessing
regarded as a manifestation of compas-
sion” and “compassionate treatment of the
unfortunate.” Yes, and these definitions
come closer to the basic meaning of mercy
as that quality is expressed in the ancient
languages used to write the Bible.

INVESTIGATING THE BIBLICAL MEANING

Describing God’ personality, Psalm
145:8, 9 says: “Jehovah is gracious and
merciful, . . . Jehovah is good to all, and
his mercies are over all his works.” To
present God’s wonderful quality of mercy
the Hebrew writer here used the word
rahham'. Of course, we know that Jeho-
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vah does show mercy
when he forgives re-
pentant wrongdoers
and shows forbear-
ance to opposers.
(Compare Psalm 51:
1, 2; 103:3, 4; Daniel
9:9.) But is that the
basic meaning of the
word the psalmist used?
Let us see.

Some Hebrew scholars
believe the original source
of
meaning basically “to be
soft and gentle.” They
connect it with the word
for “womb” ( .
So one Lexicon defines

rahham' as meaning “to glow, to feel
warm with tender emotion; to be
compassionate.” How grand to know that
this is a distinguishing quality of our God!
He is merciful. And because mercy can
be said to be the active expression of pity
or compassion, this same Hebrew word is
sometimes translated “pity.”

For example, at Isaiah 49:15 God says:
“Can a wife forget her suckling so that
she should not pity
her belly?” What depth of feeling a moth-
er normally has for the child of her womb!
But what calls forth this quality as de-
scribed in the Hebrew text by rahham’f
Has her suckling infant committed an of-
fense so that the mother has to decide
whether to show clemency or not? Not
likely. Evidently this merciful feeling is
stirred by her baby’s need, perhaps its
being hungry, ill or experiencing some
other cause of suffering. So she exercises
tender compassion toward it. God shows
mercy in similar expressions of compas-
sion.

Take another example, that of Joseph

rais a word

[r tie son of
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in Egypt. On their second trip to Egypt in
search of food, Joseph’s ten half brothers
brought along Benjamin, his only full
brother (from the same womb [rehhem’]
as Joseph was). On seeing Benjamin after
S0 many years, Joseph’s “inward emotions
[plural of rahham']were excited”
his younger brother and Joseph left the
room and gave way to tears. Was this a
case of showing “compassionate treatment
to an offender or adversary”—one of the
meanings of mercy? No, for although Jo-
seph’s half brothers were guilty of personal
offense, Benjamin was not. Instead, Jo-
seph’s act was one bom of deep affection
and merciful concern for this younger
brother of his. What a richness this ex-
ample gives to that Hebrew word that de-
scribes God’s mercy as welll—Gen. 43:30;
37:12-28; compare 1 Kings 3:25-27.

So, then, are you merciful in the Bible
sense? You can see that mercy is not ex-
pressed just by holding back—as when
refraining from punishing to the limit an-
other’s offense or showing forbearance
to an opposer. Rather it primarily relates
to the compassion you feel and express
toward those in difficulty, in need or at
some disadvantage.

THE MERCIFUL WILL BE SHOWN MERCY

In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus said:
“Happy are the merciful, since they will
be shown mercy.” (Matt. 5:7) Surely we
want to be shown divine mercy. So we
should want to know what is included in
being merciful. That means finding out
what the meaning of the word is as used
in this text in the Christian Greek Scrip-
tures.

Here the Gospel writer used forms of

the Greek word e'le 0s to describe merci-
fulness. We can see how closely it corre-
sponds to the Hebrew word (just consid-
ered) by this definition in W. E. Vine’s
Expository Dictionary of New Testament
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Words: “ELEOS (eleog) ‘“is the outward
manifestation of pity; it assumes need on
the part of him who receives it, and re-
sources adequate to meet the need on the
part of him who shows it.'” Other Greek
words (such as oi &nd
tdwany) convey the strong feeling of pity
or warm kindness of which (“mer-
cy”) is the active expression.

But, better than definitions are exam-
pies. What does Jesus’ own example tell
us as to the part mercy should play in our
lives?

JESUS SETS EXAMPLE IN MERCY

Prominent among those calling forth
Jesus’ mercy were parents whose children
were ill, the blind, the demon-possessed,
the leprous. (Matt. 9:27-29; Luke 17:12-
14) In response to their plea, “Have mercy
on us,” Jesus performed miracles to re-
lieve them. And he did so, not in a rou-
tine, apathetic or condescending way, but
“moved with pity.”—Matt. 20:33, 34.

We can appreciate Jesus’ strong feeling
more by noting that, in this last phrase,
the Gospel writer used a verb (form of
splag'’khnon) that literally means “to feel
the bowels yearn.” Yes, God’s Son felt
deeply moved inside on seeing the needs
of others.

This same word describes Jesus’ feeling
upon seeing the crowds who gathered to
hear him, for they were “skinned and
thrown about like sheep without a shep-
herd.” (Matt. 9:36; 14:14; Mark 6:34)
And that same merciful feeling caused Je-
sus to provide those crowds with food so
that they would not “give out on the road”
on returning home. (Matt. 15:32) In ah
this depth of feeling for people in dis-
tress or need, resulting in acts of mercy,
Jesus was but reflecting his Father’s won-
derful qualities.—Compare Jeremiah 31:
20.

It is not enough to feel compassion; we
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must express it if we would be merciful.
In Jesus’ parable of the neighborly Samar-
itan, the Samaritan found a traveler ly-
ing beside the road, robbed and beaten.
He was not only “moved with pity,” but
he also “acted mercifully toward him,”
treating his wounds and caring for him.
Again we may note that no forgiveness
of wrongdoing or judicial proceedings were
involved. It was a case of feeling “sym-
pathy with the misery of another, and es-
pecially sympathy manifest in act”™—one
of the definitions of' the verb form of
e7eos.—Luke 10:3337".

These few examples help us to appre-
date how much is involved in being mer-
ciful. Must we wait until someone causes
us some personal offense or until someone
violates some rule or law to show mercy?
By no means, but we can show it to any
in need of help, to complete strangers as
well as to friends and those we love. Mercy
is indeed compassion in action.

SHOWING MERCY IN OUR DAILY LIVES

Today is a time like that foretold by
Jesus, a time when, along with the “in-
creasing of lawlessness,” we see that ‘the
love of the greater number has cooled off.’
(Matt. 24:12) As love for the true God
diminishes, love for neighbor weakens.
Selfishness, hardness, indifference to the
problems and sufferings of others, even
cruelty, have grown, and this seems es-
pecially true in cities and crowded areas.
The modem industrial society, with its
concern for mass production and big profit,
has developed the “organizational man,”
and men are often viewed as mere parts in
a machine.

In such a time, how refreshing is the
quality of mercy! How important that we
appreciate its wide range of expression
and see the need to manifest it every day
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of our lives! But what can we do in prac-
tical ways?

The greatest need of people today is
spiritual help. They are, in the majority,
spiritually starved, blind, groping about in
the confusing conditions that are upon us
with no real hope for the future. They
are “like sheep without a shepherd.” More-
over, God’s Word shows that a *“great
tribulation” is due to break soon upon all
the earth and that those who would es-
cape need to inform themselves now of
his provisions. (Matt.2 4 : 3 4 2
What are we doing to show mercy to such
ones? Jesus and his disciples were especial-
ly active in merciful giving of spiritual
gifts of far greater value than material
things. (John 6:35; Acts 3:187) They
preached and taught the truth of God’s
Word to others. Do we do that?

Does such preaching and teaching, how-
ever, guarantee that we are fully satisfy-
ing the requirement of being merciful?
Jesus said: “Give as gifts of mercy the
things that are inside.” (Luke 11:41) You
may share in carrying the Word of life to
others, perhaps going right to their homes.
However, in doing this, why are you doing
it? Do you feel that by doing so for a
certain number of hours each month you
thereby prove yourself righteous before
God? Or are your efforts rather ‘a gift of
mercy that comes from inside,” an ex-
pression of mercy from a loving heart?
And, while going to visit persons who are
perhaps strangers to you, are you careful
also to show mercy to those you know,
your own family, those who are your
brothers in the faith?

We may remember that the Pharisees
of Jesus’ day felt they had God’s favor be-
cause they scrupulously paid tithes, made
the required sacrifices and abstained from
secular work on sabbath days. They were
critical of any who did not measure up to

"8,21,22, 367
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their idea of what obeying the Law meant.
But Jesus told them: “If you had under-
stood what this means, I want mercy, and
not sacrifice,” you would not have con-
demned the guiltless ones.”” True, being
under the Mosaic law they were required
to observe those things mentioned, but not
to the point of disregarding “the weightier
matters of the Law,” including mercy.
—Matt. 9:1-13; 12:1-7; 23:23.

How about us? We may be endeavoring
to serve God, regularly, even systematical-
ly and routinely; we may set aside certain
time for performing services and worship
and may make monetary contributions to
advance God’ pure worship. This is fine;
but what is our motive? Could we be so
concerned with gaining God’s approval for
ourselves that we fail to notice the needs
of others around us?

For example, what of those with whom
we meet for study of God’s Word? Does
our mercy come into play here? Many
people in Christendom, as we know, are
“churchgoers” but betray a shallow mo-
tive. They go to fulfill a ‘religious duty,’
for social benefits and conversation, or to
enjoy a ‘quiet atmosphere contributing to
inner tranquillity.” Their interest is in
themselves, not others. If we are merciful,
however, our interest will be in others; not
in what they can do for us as much as
what we can do for them.

Do we notice any who seem to be in poor
health and do we show concern for them?
Do we upbuild them by expressing appre-
ciation for their faith that moved them
to come to the meeting? What of those
who seem timid, lonely, worried or de-
pressed? Do we feel for them so that we
are moved to show interest in them and
try to increase their happiness? What a
fine spirit such mercy builds up in any
group of God’ servants!
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MATERIAL “GIFTS OF MERCY"

But while giving in spiritual ways is the
most vital, this by no means eliminates
showing mercy in material ways. When,
in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus spoke
of “making gifts of mercy” he evidently
referred to gifts to the needy, to those
experiencing poverty, adversity, illness, or
other causes of difficulty. True, Jesus con-
demned the hypocritical persons who used
such gifts to bring praise to themselves.
But he did not downgrade or depreciate
the giving itself. To the contrary, he told
his disciples: “But you, when making gifts
of mercy, do not let your left hand know
what your right is doing, that your gifts
of mercy may be in secret; then your Fa-
ther who is looking on in secret will re-
pay you.”—Matt. 6:1-4.

Dorcas was a Christian woman who
“abounded in good deeds and gifts of mer-
cy.” What did these consist of? When Pe-
ter arrived after Dorcas’ death, “all the
widows presented themselves to him weep-
ing and exhibiting many inner garments
and outer garments that Dorcas used to
make while she was with them.” (Acts
9:36-41) Yes, she was a merciful woman.
Whether she personally bore all the ex-
pense of making such garments for these
widows, or whether she contributed her
time, strength and talent only, the account
does not say. Today, some of us may have
little in the way of material means, but
we can contribute time, energy and talent
in performing deeds of mercy for others.

And, where our means allow, we can
mercifully aid worthy ones in a financial
way. The Law covenant specifically urged
such mercy, warning against ‘hardening
one’s heart or being closefisted toward
poor brothers.” (Deut. 15:7107; compare
Proverbs 19:17.) Christian congregations
in the first century kept lists of widows
who were given material aid. Their worthi-
ness to be on this list required that these
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women also have a record of deeds of mer-
cy, entertaining strangers, relieving those
in tribulation, and similar good works.
(1 Tim. 5:9, 10) Should we fear for the
future and hesitate to use our funds to
help the needy, thinking that we may our-
selves come into need? The apostle Paul
assured his brothers in Corinth that God
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would bless their ‘cheerful giving,” sup-
plying them with what they needed.
—2 Cor. 9:6-14.

What a meaningful, satisfying and rich
life the merciful lead! Happy are you if
you are among them, for God will make
you the object of his mercy, now and in
the days ahead.

MyFuture Is Bright’

e The London, England, branch office of the Watch Tower Society received a letter
addressed “Dear fellow Christians.” It said: “lI am writing this letter to your
office to express my gratitude to your people who called on me at my home and
brought the wonderful message about Jehovah’s kingdom. Though | have been
associated with the Salvation Army for forty years, |1 have to admit that | was
blind and ignorant about God and his true faith. But now, less than four months
since | started to study the Bible with your publications, | have learned many
truths about Jehovah God and his purposes. ... | am 78 years of age, but the
future for me is very bright. I am going every Saturday and Sunday in the preach-
ing work and am looking forward to being baptized at the next assembly.”

Having a bright future depends upon one’s willingness to learn about and do

God’s will.

e What are the “elementary things of the
world” mentioned at Galatians 4:3 and Colos-
sians 2:8, 207—U.S.A.

After showing that a child is like a slave
because of being under the stewardship of
others until he is of age, the apostle Paul,
in his letter to the Galatians, writes: “Likewise
we also, when we were babes, continued en-
slaved by the elementary things belonging to
the world.” (Gal. 4:1-3) He then proceeds to
show that God’s Son came at the “full limit
of the time” and released those Jews becoming
his disciples from being under the Law in order
that they might receive the “adoption as sons.”
(Gal. 4:3-7) Similarly, in his letter to the Colos-
sians, Paul warned the Christians at Colossae
against being carried off “through the philoso-
phy and empty deception according to the
tradition of men, according to the elementary

things of the world and not according to Christ;
because it is in him that all the fullness of
the divine quality dwells bodily.” They should
have “died together with Christ toward the
elementary things of the world.”—Col. 2:8, 9, 20.

Being set in contrast with what such Chris-
tians now enjoyed, the “elementary things of
the world” evidently are the fundamental or
\primary principles followed by those who are
not true Christians, persons who are a part
of the world alienated from God. An American
Translation renders the Greek expression for
“elementary things of the world” as “material
ways of looking at things.” Of course, the way
a person views things is determined by the
principles that he follows.

The text we are considering, Colossians 2:8,
indicates that these primary principles or “ele-
mentary things” include the philosophies and
deceptive teachings based on human standards,
concepts, reasonings and myths, things in which
the Greeks and other non-Jewish peoples rev-
eled. Additionally, as evident from Colossians
2:16-18 and Galatians 4:4-5:4, the “elementary
things” embraced the non-Biblical Jewish teach-
ings calling for asceticism and “worship of
the angels” as well as the teaching that Chris-
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tians must observe the Mosaic law in order
to gain salvation.

But was not the Mosaic law of divine origin?
Certainly. How, then, could its observance be
referred to as one’s being enslaved to the
**elementary things of the world%®f

We must remember that the Law had been
fulfilled in Christ Jesus. He was the **reality”
to which the Law’ *shadows* including the
temple and the sacrifices there carried on,
pointed. The Law had therefore served its pur-
pose and so was no longer the standard for
judgment. (Col. 2:13-17) Not only this, but
these Christians to whom the apostle Paul
wrote were called to heavenly, spirit life. The
Law was for humans, was composed of **legal
requirements pertaining to the flesh,”* even
its tabernacle (and later temple) could be
called **worldly” (Heb. 9:1, 10, Kingdom Inter-
linear Translation; “mundane,” Moffatt) in the
sense that it was part of the human sphere,
something built and used in the world of man-
kind, not something heavenly or spiritual. But
now Christians were called to the superior
way of worship based on Christ Jesus, who
had entered into heaven itself. (Heb. 9:11, 24)
Of Jesus Christ, in a letter to the Colossians
the apostle said that *%all the fullness of the
divine quality dwells bodily” in him. (Col. 2:9)
That being so, then Jesus Christ—not humans
and their principles or teachings, nor even the
now fulfilled Mosaic law—was to be recognized
as God’s appointed standard for his servants,
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WAR EVEN IN HEAVEN

Usually people think of heaven as a peaceful
place. But did you know that there was a war
in heaven? It is mentioned in the Bible at
Revelation 12:7. Would you like to know when
it occurred and how mankind has been affected
by the results of it? Would you like to know
what it indicates for our future? If you would,
you will enjoy reading the book &hen Is
Finished the Mystery of God.” This hard-
covered book of 384 pages contains a detailed
consideration of this heavenly war. It also
discusses in detail the first thirteen chapters
of the highly symbolic Bible book of Revela-
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hence as the full means of measuring the
truth with regard to any teaching or way of life.

As the apostle had counseled the Christians
at Colossae, similarly he wrote those in Gala-
tia not to be like children by voluntarily plac-
ing themselves under that which was likened
to a *pedagogue* or *tutor,* namely, the Mosaic
law. Their relationship with God was now like
that of a grown son with his father. The Mosaic
law had become *tlementary,*” as compared
with the Christian teaching. So it would have
been wrong for Christians to turn back to
the *weak and beggarly elementary things”
of the human sphere. They possessed the full
truth.

Similarly, today people forming the world
alienated from God live according to certain
philosophies of life and customs that are out
of harmony with God’s Word. But to them, this
is the ™practiced™ way to life, a way typified
by such expressions as: **The end justifies the
means*"; *It’s a *dog-eat-dog* world where it*s
*every man for himself>*; *All's fair in love
and war.” They lack the wisdom from above,
spiritual insight. (Jas. 3:13187) As Christians
we must exercise care that we do not slip into
following worldly principles in conducting our
family and business affairs and in dealing with
others. A Christian does well to ask himself,
Am | wholly guided by God’s Word and by the
example and teachings of his Son in everything
that I do, or am | letting myself be influenced
by the popular sayings of this world?
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tion. You may obtain a copy of this book from
Jehovah*s witnesses when they call at your
home. During the months of July and August
they will be offering this book, along with a
booklet on a Bible topic, to the people in your
area for a contribution of only 50 cents.

"WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
August 1: Come Before Jehovah with Thanks-
giving. Page 392. Songs to Be Used: 48, 43.
August 8: Assemblies After the Death of Christ.
Page 397. Songs to Be Used: 102, 65.



