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-TH E  CREATOR’S 
GUIDE FOR MAN

thousands of millions. 
N o o th er book can  
equal that record.

Of course, the mere 
writing of a religious 
book, its preservation 
for hundreds of years 

and its esteem by millions do not prove 
that it is of divine origin. It must bear 
credentials of Divine Authorship demon- 
strating that it was inspired by God. A 
careful examination of the Bible convinces 
sincere persons that it truly has such 
credentials.

Originally written in Hebrew, Aramaic 
and Greek, the Bible, as we know it, has 
sixty-six books. The exact number of 
books is not important (whether a cer- 
tain two are combined or left separated), 
nor is the particular order in which they 
follow one another. The books remained 
as separate rolls long after the Bible canon 
or catalog of inspired books was closed, 
and ancient catalogs vary in the order in 
which the books are listed. What is most 
important, however, is what books are in- 
eluded. In reality, only those books now 
in the canon have any solid claim to in- 
spiration. From ancient tim es efforts to 
include other writings have been resisted.

The Bible was originally written in con- 
tinuous, unbroken lines of letters. It was 
not until the ninth century C.E. that any 
system of dividing sentences by punctua-

t t  LAMP to my foot, and a light
C /lL  to my roadway.” That is how 

the Bible psalmist described God’s Word. 
And appropriately so, because the Bible 
serves as a light to guide all men in 
the way God wants them to go. Surely 
such a book as this—the Creator’s Guide 
for all mankind—deserves careful study. 
Not only should all lovers of God’s Word 
be well acquainted with its contents, but 
they also ought to know how it was pro- 
duced and why it can be said that it is 
“inspired of God.”—Ps. 119:105; 2 Tim. 
3:16.

Bible writing dates back to the year 
1513 B.C.E., when Moses was directed to 
begin the record. It was late in the first 
century C.E. when the apostle John fin- 
ished his writing, thus bringing Bible writ- 
ing to an end—after about sixteen cen- 
turies. No other book took so long to 
complete as the Bible.

Today the Bible is available, in whole 
or in part, in over 1,400 languages. Though 
few books reach a circulation in the mil- 
lions, the Bible has been published by the
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mitted word for word, by verbid dictation. 
(Ex. 34:27) The prophets also were often 
given specific messages to deliver. (1 Ki. 
22:14; Jer. 1:7) The evidence indicates, 
however, that the men used by God to 
record the Scriptures did not always sim- 
ply record dictated material. For exam- 
pie, John received the Revelation through 
God’s angel “in signs” and John was told: 
“What you see write in a scroll.” (Rev. 
1:1, 2, 10, 11) So, God apparently saw 
good to allow the Bible writers to select 
words and expressions to describe the vi- 
sions they saw, while he always exer- 
cised sufficient guidance over them so that 
the end product was accurate and suited 
his purpose. (Eccl. 12:10) This doubtless 
explains the different styles evident in the 
books of the Bible.

That the writings of Moses were in- 
spired of God there can be no doubt, in 
the light of internal evidence. It was not 
Moses’ idea to become the leader of the 
Israelites. At first Moses drew back at the 
suggestion. (Ex. 3:10, 11; 4:1014־) Rath- 
er, God raised Moses up and gave him 
miraculous powers. Even magic-practicing 
priests had to acknowledge that what Mo- 
ses did originated with God. (Ex. 4:1-9; 
8:16-19) In obedience to God’s command 
and with the divine credentials of holy 
spirit, Moses was moved first to speak 
and then to write down part of the Bible.

Following Moses’ death, the writings of 
Joshua, Samuel, Gad and Nathan (Joshua, 
Judges, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel) were added. 
Kings David and Solomon also made con- 
tributions to the growing canon of the 
Holy Writings. Then came the prophets 
from Jonah to Malachi, each contributing 
to the Bible canon. And each in turn met 
the requirements of true prophets as out- 
lined by Jehovah: They spoke in the name 
of Jehovah, their prophecies came true 
and they turned the people toward God. 
—Deut. 13:1-3; 18:20-22.

228
tion marks was devised. The main features 
of our modern system of punctuation be- 
gan in the fifteenth century C.E. as a re- 
suit of the introduction of printing. Sub- 
division of the Bible into chapters and 
verses (the Authorized Version has 1,189 
chapters, 31,173 verses) was not done by 
the original writers either. This came cen- 
turies later. The Masoretes, Jewish schol- 
ars, divided the Hebrew Scriptures into 
verses. Then in the thirteenth century 
C.E. chapter divisions were added.

“INSPIRED OF GOD״
About forty different individuals served 

as secretaries of the one great Author to 
record the inspired Word of Jehovah. “All 
Scripture is inspired of God,” wrote the 
Christian apostle Paul. And this includes 
the writings of the Christian Greek Scrip- 
tures along with “the rest of the Scrip- 
tures.” (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 3:15,16) But 
what is meant when one speaks of the Bi- 
ble’s inspiration?

By “inspiration” is meant, not a mere 
heightening of the intellect and emotions 
to a higher degree of accomplishment (as 
is often said of secular artists or poets), 
but the production of unerring writings 
that have the same authority as if writ- 
ten by God himself. How did the Creator 
accomplish this?

God caused his own spirit to become 
operative on faithful men whom he used 
to record things at his direction. For this 
reason the apostle Peter could declare: 
“Prophecy was at no time brought by 
man’s will, but men spoke from God as 
they were borne along by holy spirit.” 
(2 Pet. 1:21) In at least one case, how- 
ever, the information was supplied in writ- 
ten form by God himself. This was the 
set of Ten Commandments, God giving it 
to Moses on two “tablets of stone written 
on by God’s finger.”—Ex. 31:18.

In some cases information was trans-
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contents of the book itself must give evi- 
dence that it is a product of holy spirit. 
Consequently, it cannot contain supersti- 
tions or demonism, or encourage creature 
worship. It must be in total harmony with 
the rest of the Bible. Each book must con- 
form to the divine “pattern of healthful 
words,״ and be in harmony with the teach- 
ings of Jesus.—2 Tim. 1:13.

The apostles clearly spoke with divine 
authority. By holy spirit they had “dis- 
cemment of inspired utterances” as to 
whether such were of God or not. (1 Cor. 
12:4, 10) With the death of John, the 
last apostle, this reliable chain of divinely 
inspired men came to an end. And so with 
the Revelation, John’s Gospel and his let- 
ters, the Bible canon closed.

The sixty-six books of our Bible, by 
their harmony, testify to the oneness of 
the Bible, and recommend it to us as in- 
deed Jehovah’s Word of inspired truth.

INFORMATION OTHERWISE UNAVAILABLE 
TO MEN

The Bible contains information that oth- 
erwise would not be available to men. The 
Genesis account, for example, provides in- 
formation about earth’s creation; it gives 
us knowledge of things that took place 
before man was on the scene. (Gen. 1: 
1-31) The Bible also tells us about con- 
versation that took place in the heavens, 
conversation that no human ears could 
hear, unless God provided the information. 
-J o b  1:6-12; 1 Ki. 22:19-23.

Moreover, the Bible acquaints us with 
Jehovah. It relates details of miraculous 
visions of Jehovah with which his ser- 
vants were favored. (Dan. 7:9, 10) Also 
the Bible acquaints us with God’s name 
“Jehovah,” which name occurs more than 
6,800 times in the Masoretic text of the 
Hebrew Scriptures. In the Bible we learn 
of Jehovah’s outstanding qualities, such 
as love, wisdom, justice, mercy, long-
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COLLECTING THE INSPIRED WRITINGS

Just as Jehovah inspired men to write, 
it logically follows that he would direct 
the collecting of these inspired writings. 
According to Jewish tradition, Ezra had 
a hand in this work after the exiled Jews 
were resettled in Judah. He was well 
qualified for the work, being one of the 
inspired Bible writers, a priest, and also 
“a skilled copyist in the law of Moses.” 
—Ezra 7:1-11.

The canon of the Hebrew Scriptures 
was well fixed by the end of the fifth cen- 
tury B.C.E. It contained the same writings 
that we have today. No council of men 
made them canonical; from their begin- 
ning they had divine approval. The most 
conclusive testimony on the canonicity of 
the Hebrew Scriptures is the unimpeach- 
able word of Jesus Christ and the writers 
of the Christian Greek Scriptures. Though 
they used the inspired Hebrew Scriptures 
freely, never did they quote from the 
apocryphal books.—Luke 24:44, 45.

THE BIBLE CANON COMPLETED
The writing and collecting of the twenty- 

seven books of the Christian Greek Scrip- 
tures was similar to that of the Hebrew 
Scriptures. Christ “gave gifts in men,” yes, 
“he gave some as apostles, some as proph- 
ets, some as evangelizers, some as shep- 
herds and teachers.” (Eph. 4:8, 11-13) 
With God’s holy spirit upon them they set 
forth sound doctrine for the Christian con- 
gregation. Jesus assured his apostles that 
God’s spirit would help them, teaching, 
guiding and recalling to their minds the 
things they had heard from him, as well 
as revealing to them future things. (John 
14:26; 16:13) This assured the truthful- 
ness and accuracy of their Gospel ac- 
counts.

The real test of canonicity is not how 
many times or by what nonapostolic writ- 
er a certain book has been quoted. The
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As a book of prophecy, the Bible is out- 
standing. Thus it gives significance to 
events of history and shows why they 
turned out as they did. (Luke 19:4144־) 
It shows the future of all present world- 
ly governments—that they will all be 
crushed by God’s heavenly kingdom, and 
that kingdom will stand forever. (Dan. 
2:44) It explains events of our days, show- 
ing that we live in the foretold “time of 
the end” of this old system and that soon 
God will clear out all the wicked.

Without the Bible we would not know 
the real purpose of a dedicated person’s 
life: “Fear the true God and keep his com- 
mandments. For this is the whole obliga- 
tion of man.” (Eccl. 12:13) It makes clear 
that man is not a product of blind chance, 
but a creation of God, who has a loving 
purpose for mankind. And it explains 
what God’s will is for us now and how we 
can find real satisfaction in life.—Rev. 4: 
11; 1 Tim. 2:3, 4; Ps. 16:11.

Human history demonstrates that man, 
apart from God, cannot successfully di- 
rect his steps. (Jer. 10:23) Only the Bible 
provides the guidance that he needs. It 
gives guidance regarding morals, showing 
what God condemns and what he approves. 
(Gal. 5:19-23) It proves to be a most prac- 
tical help amid a world that has thrown 
off moral restraint. It helps us to get the 
viewpoint of God and to be pleasing to 
him.

Is it not obvious why this Book of books 
should be mankind’s primary textbook for 
study? Christians, above all, are keenly 
concerned about investigating this Book 
that is authored by the One to whom God’s 
Son said: “Your word is truth.” (John 
17:17) The more you become familiar 
with the sixty-six books of the Bible the 
more you will be convinced that it is in- 
deed the Creator’s Guide for all mankind.
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suffering, generosity, perfection in knowl- 
edge, changelessness.—Ex. 34:6, 7.

Furthermore, the Bible tells us much 
about God’s Son and the important place 
that he occupies in God’s purpose. (Col. 
1:17-20; 2:3; 2 Cor. 1:20) More than any 
others, the Son of God, when on earth, 
was able to enlarge our acquaintanceship 
with Jehovah. For he was able to say: “He 
that has seen me has seen the Father 
also.” (John 14:9) Yet, if Jesus’ teach- 
ings and sayings were not written down 
and made part of the Bible, we would not 
have this accurate information today.

A PROPHETIC AND PRACTICAL GUIDE
Details as to the development of God’s 

purpose are revealed in the Bible. All of 
the foretold blessings for obedient man 
were centered in a promised Savior whom 
Jehovah would raise up. He was described 
prophetically in the Garden of Eden by 
God as the “seed” of God’s woman. (Gen. 
3:15) In time God promised that this 
Seed would come through Abraham. (Gen. 
22:18) He showed that the promised Sav- 
ior would be an everlasting king and 
priest “according to the manner of Mel- 
chizedek!” (Ps. 110:4; Heb. 7:1-28) He 
gave the Law covenant to Israel with its 
priesthood and sacrifices, all of which 
were a “shadow of the good things to 
come.”—Heb. 10:1; Col. 2:17.

To David promise was made that the 
kingship would everlastingly remain in his 
family. (2 Sam. 7:11-16) And the heir 
of that promise, as well as the one to 
whom all the other prophecies pointed as 
the Deliverer, is shown to be Jesus Christ. 
Yes, throughout its pages the Bible fo- 
cuses on the theme of the inspired writ- 
ings—the kingdom of God in the hands 
of Jesus Christ as the means that Jehovah 
has provided for carrying out his purpose.
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Mary’s husband Joseph was a carpenter. 
He made things out of wood. And he 
raised Jesus as his own son. That’s why 
the Bible calls Jesus “the carpenter’s son.” 
In those days a young boy would work 
with his father. He would learn to do the 
same jobs his father did. So Jesus no 
doubt worked with Joseph.—Matt. 13:55.

It may have been hard at first. But with 
years of practice, he learned to do it well. 
The Bible tells us that Jesus became a 
carpenter too.—Mark 6:3.

Do you think this work brought Jesus 
pleasure? Would you be happy if you 
could make fine tables and chairs and 
other things for people to use? You can 
get great pleasure from work. The Bible 
says it’s good for one to “rejoice in his 
works.” Work gives a kind of pleasure 
that you cannot get from play. It’s not 
wrong to play, but it’s not good to play 
all the time.—Eccl. 3:22.

Jesus did not work as a carpenter all 
his life. Jehovah God had special work for 
him to do on earth. Do you know what 
that work was? Jesus said: “I must de- 
clare the good news 
of the kingdom of 
God, b ecause for  
t h i s  I w a s  s e n t

THE

O F
W O R K

An article specially designed for 

parents to read with their children

W HICH would you rather do, work 
or play? It’s true that we all en- 

joy playing. But would it really be good 
if we played all the time? Have you ever 
thought what would happen if no one ever 
worked? Let’s think about it for a moment.

Look at the clothes you have on. Do 
you know where they came from? They 
were probably made from the wool of an 
animal or the cotton that grows from the 
ground. But if people didn’t work to make 
wool and cotton into clothes, you wouldn’t 
have anything to wear. So aren’t you glad 
that people work to make clothes?

Think about the food you eat. Do you 
know where it comes from? Most of it 
grows from small plants and large trees. 
But if no one cared for them and picked 
the fruits and vegetables 
that they produce, what 
would you eat? Isn’t it 
good that people work so 
that you have food to 
eat?

Look around the home 
in w hich  you liv e . Do 
you have a bed to sleep 
in? Are there chairs on 
which to sit and also a 
table? Aren’t you glad 
someone worked to make 
these things?

How did J esu s, th e  
Great Teacher, feel about 
work? Let’s see.
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Let’s take just one example: Putting 
away your toys after you play. Why would 
you say that is important? It helps to 
make the house neat. It is also important 
because it can prevent accidents. If you 
don’t pick up your toys, your mother may 
come along someday with her arms full 
and step on one of them. She may trip and 
fall and crack her head. She may even 
have to go to the hospital. Wouldn’t that 
be terrible? So, when you put away your 
toys after you play, that is a blessing to 
all of us.

There is other work that children have 
too. I am thinking of schoolwork. At 
school you learn how to read. Some chil- 
dren find reading to be fun, but some say 
it is hard. Even if it seems hard at first, 
you will be glad if you learn to read well. 
When you know how to read, there are 
so many interesting things that you can 
learn. Reading opens up great treasures 
of knowledge. You will even be able to read 
God’s own book, the Bible, for yourself! 
So, when you do your schoolwork well, it 
is really a blessing, isn’t it?

There are some people who try to avoid 
work. Maybe you know someone who does 
that. But since God made us to work, do 
you think that people of that sort are 
happy? No; we need to learn how to enjoy 
work.

Here are some things that can help. 
When you are given any work to do, make 
it a habit to figure out why it needs to be 
done. When you know why something is 
important, it is easier to do it. And wheth- 
er the work seems to be big or little, do 
a good job of it. If you do that, you will 
be able to rejoice in the work of your 
hands. Then you will know from your own 
experience that work really is a blessing.
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forth.” Yes, God had a preaching work 
for Jesus to do.—Luke 4:43.

How did Jesus feel about doing this 
work? Did he want to do it?

Jesus said: “My food is for me to do 
the will of him that sent me and to finish 
his work.” How much do you like to eat 
your favorite food? This gives you an 
idea of how much Jesus liked the work 
that God gave him. That work was a bless- 
ing to him, just as it is a blessing to eat 
when you are hungry.—John 4:34.

Since Jesus found pleasure in working, 
do you think that you can find pleasure 
in working too? I am sure you can. When 
you learn to do a job well, then it can 
bring you real pleasure.

God made us so that we are happy when 
we learn to work. He says that it is his gift 
to man that he should “rejoice in his hard 
work.” So, if you learn to work when you 
are young, your whole life will be more 
enjoyable.—Eccl. 5:19.

That does not mean that a young child 
can do the work of a big man, but we 
can all do some work. Your father works 
day after day so that we will have food to 
eat and a home in which to live. Do you 
know what kind of work your father does? 
He doesn’t work just for himself. He 
works for the good of the whole family. 
And your mother works to prepare our 
meals. She keeps our home and our cloth- 
ing clean.

What work is there that you can do 
that will be a blessing to the whole family? 
You can help to set the table, wipe the 
dishes, clean your room and pick up your 
toys. Perhaps you already do some of those 
things. Is that work really a blessing?

SPReWATCHTOWER

“Look! The best thing that I myself have seen, which is 
pretty, is that one should eat and drink and see good for 
all his hard work with which he works hard ”—Eccl. 5:18.



TT OW glad we can be that the prom- 
JL ised restoration was to be, not of 

the things of which human politicians and 
philosophers spoke, but of the “things of 
which God spoke”! Those things should 
therefore be good for all mankind. They 
should be certain of being restored. We 
ought to want those things to be restored, 
for, better than anyone else, our Creator 
knows what needs to be restored to us. 
But do we want those things?

2 We do not care to answer this question 
blindly, ignorantly. We are gifted with 
the right of free moral agency. We desire 
to know first what the things involved are, 
in order that we may make an intelligent, 
enlightened choice. What are all those 
things? How can we find out that God 
spoke of all of them? Who heard him  
speaking? When did he speak of them? 
And how? Questions like these come flood- 
ing into our minds. They deserve to be 
answered with the backing of a reliable 
authority. They can be.

3 A man who figured prominently in the 
first century of our Common Era brought 
up this subject, and he did so in a city 
the name of which is mentioned much in 
the world news of today. That man has 
had many places on earth named after 
him. The man’s name was Peter, the son 
of John, of a city in the controversial 
Middle East. The place where he spoke 
was in the temple of the city of Jerusalem. 
Today that temple, constructed by famous 
King Herod the Great, does not stand at 
that location. It was destroyed in the year 
70 of the first century, when the Roman 
armies destroyed the whole city of Jeru- 
salem. At that location there is now a 
place of worship of a different religious 
belief. But back there when Peter, the son 
of John, spoke, it was yet thirty-seven
1. The restoration is to be of things of which who 
spoke, and why can we be glad on th a t account?
2. How do we desire to answer th a t question, and 
so what questions come flooding into our m inds?
3. Who raised this subject of restoration of all things, 
and when, where and why?

,T h e times of restoration of all 
things of which God spoke through 
the mouth of his holy prophets of 

old time.״—Acts 3:21.
233
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perishable Book is our reliable authority 
for backing up what we say.

6Years later Peter wrote a letter con- 
ceming those Holy Scriptures, addressing 
it to Bible readers. In it he wrote: “You 
know this first, that no prophecy of Scrip- 
ture springs from any private interpre- 
tation. For prophecy was at no time 
brought by man's will, but men spoke 
from God as they were borne along by 
holy spirit.” (2 Pet. 1:20, 21) Knowing 
this, Peter accepted what those spirit- 
borne men prophesied as being, not man’s 
word, but God’s word. We, although being 
of this twentieth century, should accept 
those inspired writings in the same way 
in which Peter did, for those writings 
stand unchanged today. What Peter there 
wrote and what he spoke in the temple
6. (a) Why did P e ter accept those w ritings in  the 
way th a t he did? (b) W here do we find w hat Peter 
wrote and what he said in the tem ple?
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years before that news-making event of 
the year 70 C.E. A great crowd of worship- 
ers had gathered around Peter. What had 
happened through the agency of Peter 
raised questions in their minds. It was on 
that occasion that Peter uttered the mean- 
ingful phrase, “the times of restoration of 
all things of which God spoke through the 
mouth of his holy prophets of old time.” 
—Acts 3:21.

* Ah, here we have answers to our ques- 
tions. It was in “old time,” even before 
the time of Peter, that God spoke. It was 
by means of “his holy prophets” that he 
spoke of these vital things. No false proph- 
ets were they, but they were “holy proph- 
ets” of God. He spoke to them, and they, 
in turn, used their mouths to tell to 
others the things spoken by God. The 
voices of those holy prophets died down 
more them twenty-three centuries ago. 
Their voices were not preserved 
on phonograph record s or on 
recording-machine tapes. The mes- 
sages that God sent through the 
m ouths of those holy prophets 
w ere recorded in w riting. That 
writing, which took over a thou- 
sand years to complete, has been 
jealously safeguarded in the first 
thirty-nine books of the Autho- 
rized Version of the Holy Bible.
Peter the son of John read thpse 
books. That is why he knew what 
he was talking about.

6We also can know the things 
that God spoke through the mouth 
of his holy prophets by reading 
those selfsam e books. There is 
hardly any excuse for us not to 
know, for the Holy Bible is the 
most widely distributed book in the 
most languages on earth. This im-
4, 5. (a) Why were those men not false proph* 
ets, and how has w hat they spoke been pre- 
served? (b) Why is there hardly any excuse 
for us not to know today w hat those men 
spoke?
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9Peter disclaimed any credit for this 
marvelous miracle. To the inquisitive 
crowd, Peter said: “The God of Abraham 
and of Isaac and of Jacob, the God of our 
forefathers, has glorified his Servant, 
Jesus, whom you, for your part, delivered 
up and disowned before [Governor] Pi- 
late’s face, when he had decided to release 
him. Yes, you disowned that holy and 
righteous one, and you asked for a man, 
a murderer, to be freely granted to you, 
whereas you killed the Chief Agent of life. 
But God raised him up from the dead, 
of which fact we are witnesses. Conse- 
quently his name, by our faith in his name, 
has made this man strong whom you be- 
hold and know, and the faith that is 
through him has given the man this com- 
plete soundness in the sight of all of you. 
And now, brothers, I know that you acted 
in ignorance, just as your rulers also did. 
But in this way God has fulfilled the 
things he announced beforehand through 
the mouth of all the prophets, that his 
Christ would suffer.”—Acts 3:1-18.

10 Even though it had been done in igno- 
ranee as far as that crowd was concerned, 
a crime had been committed. What was 
worse, it was committed upon God’s own 
Messiah or Christ. The fact that God had 
foretold by his prophets that his Messiah 
or Christ would suffer did not excuse the 
crowd. According to God’s Law as given 
to the Jews through the prophet Moses, 
even manslaughter committed unwittingly 
or unintentionally had to be made up for, 
in order that the land might not be pollut- 
ed with innocent blood. (Nura. 35:9-34) 
Those listening to Peter knew that. They 
knew that community responsibility for 
the murderous killing of Jesus Christ, 
the faithful Servant of God, rested upon
9. W ith what words did P e ter disclaim any credit for 
the miracle, and also speak of fulfillment of prophecy?
10. Why was the m urder of Jesus, although committed 
in ignorance, not excusable and w ithout consequences 
for th a t Jewish crowd?
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of Jerusalem are preserved for us in the 
last twenty-seven books of the Holy Bible.

7Why, though, did that crowd of wor- 
shipers gather around Peter and his com- 
panion, John the son of Zebedee? An 
excitement of curiosity! A crippled beggar 
at the temple had looked to Peter for a 
charitable money gift. Peter gave him 
something better. He said: “Silver and 
gold I do not possess, but what I do have 
is what I give you: In the name of Jesus 
Christ the Nazarene, walk!” The beggar, 
lame from birth, was helped by Peter to 
get onto his feet and walk. Was this not 
enough to make any crowd gather? Yes. 
So the crowd wanted an explanation from 
Peter.

8Now let us remember that in early 
spring of that year 33 C.E. a murder had 
occurred in open daylight in public, just 
outside the walls of Jerusalem. It was the 
murder of that one whom Peter named, 
“Jesus Christ the Nazarene.” That meant 
Jesus the Messiah of the city of Nazareth. 
Roman soldiers were employed to nail him 
to a stake to die like a criminal, but his 
friends got permission to bury him nearby. 
But on the third day of his buried the 
sealed tomb was opened by an angel and 
was found to be empty. In proof that 
Jesus Christ was no guilty criminal, Al- 
mighty God raised him from the dead, 
to life, not in flesh again, but in spirit. 
Peter and John had seen the resurrected 
Jesus Christ appear a number of times 
thereafter by his materializing in flesh 
on certain occasions before many reliable 
eyewitnesses during forty days. On the 
fortieth day Peter and John and their 
companions saw this Jesus Christ ascend 
heavenward and disappear. Now Peter’s 
use of the name of Jesus Christ the Naza- 
rene worked for the cripple.
7. Of what did the crowd gathered around Peter and 
John want an explanation?
8. W hat had happened to th a t one named by Peter, 
so th at P e ter’s use of th a t name worked for the 
cripple ?
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effort to cease from it. For those Jews 
back there, that meant to stop resisting 
Jesus Christ and, rather, to start walking 
in his footsteps as the “Christ [or, Mes- 
siah] appointed for you, Jesus.״ (Acts 3: 
19, 20) Those Jews were already dedicated 
to Jehovah as God by reason of their 
having been born into the covenant that 
Jehovah had made with their forefathers 
through Moses. So now they had to accept 
the one whom Jehovah had appointed as 
their Messiah or Christ and present them- 
selves to Jehovah as believers in and 
followers of His Messiah. Some days ear- 
lier Peter told some three thousand re- 
pentant Jews that they needed to symbol- 
ize their repentance and conversion by 
being baptized in water in the name of 
Jesus as now being their accepted Messiah, 
the Son of God.—Acts 2:37-42.

14 What did Peter say would be the fine 
result of such turning around from the 
way of being contrary to God’s purpose 
and appointment and going in the way of 
his approval and will? This: “that seasons 
of refreshing may come from the person 
of Jehovah.”

15 Certainly it would be most refreshing 
for them to have their sins blotted out, 
and no longer have the condemnation of 
sin nor a guilty conscience before him, 
especially after having been in opposition 
to the Messiah or Christ of Jehovah. The 
blotting out of their sins resulted not from  
the water in which they were baptized, 
but from the shed blood of Jesus Christ 
as a perfect human sacrifice for the sins 
of all mankind. Just as Peter’s companion, 
John the son of Zebedee, wrote later on 
concerning our walking with God, saying: 
“If we are walking in the light as he him- 
self is in the light, we do have a sharing 
with one another, and the blood of Jesus
14, 15. (a) W hat fine result comes to the forgiven 
one from having his sins blotted out? (b) As to whether 
the blotting out of sins comes from  the w ater of bap- 
tism, what does John have to say ?
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them. What should they do to escape the 
consequences of this crime? How could 
their sins in this regard be blotted out? 
Likely this miracle-worker Peter knew. 
He did. So he told that crowd:

11 “Repent, therefore, and turn around 
so as to get your sins blotted out, that 
seasons of refreshing may come from the 
person of Jehovah and that he may send 
forth the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 
whom heaven, indeed, must hold within 
itself until the times of restoration of all 
things of which God spoke through the 
mouth of his holy prophets of old time.” 
—Acts 3:19-21.

HOW TO GET SINS BLOTTED OUT
12 Those words of Peter set the pattern 

for us today. We all have sins that need 
to be blotted out according to God’s loving 
arrangement, for we are all bom sinners, 
by inheritance of sin from our first human 
parents, Adam and Eve. (Gen. 3:1-24; 
Rom. 5:12, 18, 19) We must remember 
that “the wages sin pays is death.” (Rom. 
6:23) If we are anxious to gain life ever- 
lasting, in the favor of God, then it is 
necessary that we repent, that is, feel 
sorrow and regret for our sinfulness and 
imperfection and our sins against God’s 
law. If we really feel sorry and hate our- 
selves for being sinners against God, we 
will try to get out of that sinful state and 
to cease from sinning. How, though?

18 Peter said one must take action in 
harmony with one’s repentance. He added: 
“And turn around so as to get your sins 
blotted out.” Mere repentance will not get 
our sins blotted out. We have to “turn 
around” and go in the opposite direction 
from the course of sinning, making the
11. How could those Jews get th eir sins blotted out, 
and what was to  follow th is in due time ?
12. W hat pa tte rn  for having sins blotted out does this 
set for us today, and why?
13. W hat in addition to repentance was necessary for 
those Jews, and w hat course did th is call upon such 
Jews to  take?
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secular enemies in the near future. Je- 
hovah’s face of favor is turned away from 
Christendom, and he will no more protect 
her against the approaching destruction 
than he protected Jerusalem in the year 
70 C.E.

18 This is why it is now urgent upon the 
people, Jew and Gentile alike, to do what 
the apostle Peter advised, “Repent, there- 
fore, and turn around so as to get your 
sins blotted out [or, forgiven].” This is 
what the Christian witnesses of Jehovah 
have done, and all the evidence proves that 
they are, in a spiritual sense, enjoying 
abundantly the ‘seasons of refreshing from 
the person of Jehovah.׳ By the presenting 
of themselves to Him in a full dedication 
through his Messiah, Jesus, they have 
become his “men of goodwill.” As a re- 
ward for this they are enjoying what the 
angels said in the hearing of the shepherds 
at the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, “upon 
earth peace among men of goodwill.” They 
do not want to be destroyed with unpeace- 
ful Christendom nor with all the rest of 
the world empire of false religion in the 
near future. They feel great “refreshing” 
because of being relieved of any commu- 
nity share in the sins of Christendom 
and of that religious world empire, Baby- 
Ion the Great.—Rev. 18:2-5.

A SECOND SENDING OF MESSIAH AND WHY
19 Christendom claims to be waiting for 

the return of Jesus Christ, and she expects 
to experience “seasons of refreshing” as 
a result of his return. But for this to be so, 
Christendom would have to do what Peter 
told the sin-guilty Jews to do, “Repent, 
therefore, and turn around [or, be con- 
verted] so as to get your sins blotted out.” 
Such times of refreshing follow such a
18. W hat counsel is it  therefore u rgen t upon all people 
to follow now, and who have already done so and 
w ith w hat result?
19. How do Christendom and the  n a tu ra l Jews differ as 
to Messiah’s coming, and for it to resu lt in “ refreshing״׳ 
what does Christendom need to do?
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his Son cleanses us from all sin.” (1 John 
1:7) Thus God no longer looks on us as 
sinners, and the peaceful relation with God 
that results from this mercy on God’s part 
brings us tremendous refreshment indeed.

18Since these “seasons of refreshing” 
are said to “come from the person of 
Jehovah,” it means that his face is turned 
toward us with favor. He is giving us his 
favorable attention. His goodwill is toward 
us, during the “year of goodwill on the 
part of Jehovah.” We have become his 
“men of goodwill.” (Isa. 61:1, 2; Luke 
2:14) In the days of the Christian apostle 
Peter it was urgent upon those Jews to 
gain Jehovah’s goodwill after the murder 
of His Messiah at Jerusalem, inasmuch as 
the destruction of the city of Jerusalem 
and the breaking up of the Jewish nation 
in the land of Judah was getting very 
close. The sad history of the Jewish people 
after the destruction of Jerusalem by the 
Romans in the year 70 C.E. proves that 
the dispersed Jewish people have not been 
enjoying ‘seasons of refreshing from the 
person of Jehovah [literally, from the face 
of Jehovah].’

11Also, as we examine the history of 
the religious organization of Christendom 
since its establishment in the fourth cen- 
tury, we are obliged to admit that Chris- 
tendom has not been enjoying the ‘seasons 
of refreshing from the person of Jehovah’ 
during the more than sixteen centuries 
of her existence until now. All through 
her history she has been tom  by inside 
religious disputes and wars, sectarian di- 
visions and disunity and ever-worsening 
religious confusion. The destruction of 
Jerusalem back in the year 70 C.E. was 
a type foreshadowing the destruction of 
Christendom at the hands of worldly,
16. W hat did P e ter m ean by saying th a t those “sea- 
sons 01 refreshing” come “from  the person of Jehovah,” 
and in th a t regard w hat does history  show regarding 
the Jews since 70 C.E.?
17. In  th is same regard  w hat m ust be said about 
Christendom, and w hat does Jerusalem ’s destruction 
in 70 C.E. indicate fo r her?
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heaven on the fortieth day af- 
ter his resurrection from the 
dead. B ut to fu lf ill a ll th e  
p rop h ecies con cern in g  th e  
Messiah, he had to come again. 
So the apostle Peter, after 
speaking of “seasons of re- 
freshing” from the person of 
Jehovah, went on to say: “And 
that he may send forth the 
Christ appointed for you, Je- 
sus.” The first time that Je- 
hovah sent his Son to earth, 
it was that he might die as a 
ransom sacrifice for all man- 

kind. Hence Peter said to the 
crowd of Jews around him: “In 
this way God has fulfilled the 
things he announced beforehand 

th rou gh  th e m outh o f a ll th e  
prophets, that his Christ would 

suffer.”—Acts 3:18.
21 Other things announced beforehand 

through the mouth of all the prophets of 
Jehovah told of his coming glory in the 
Messianic kingdom. In his first letter to 
Christian believers the apostle Peter wrote 
concerning those prophets, saying: “They 
kept on investigating what particular sea- 
son or what sort of season the spirit in 
them was indicating concerning Christ 
when it was bearing witness beforehand 
about the sufferings for Christ and about 
the glories to follow these.” (1 Pet. 1:10, 
11) Peter remembered the words of Jesus 
Christ in his prophecy concerning the 
destruction of Jerusalem, saying: “When 
the Son of man arrives in his glory, and 
all the angels with him, then he will sit 
down on his glorious throne.” (Matt. 25: 
31) His sufferings in the flesh on earth, 
as foretold for him through the prophets, 
would then be forever past. When Jehovah

Each one ought to ask 
himself: Am  I really a 
loyal supporter of God 's 
Messianic kingdom by  
Jesus Christ? If so, 
how do I prove it?

21. W hat other things did Jehovah's prophets foretell 
about the Messiah, as indicated by P e ter in his letter, 
and why does Jehovah send him the second time?

co u rse, ju st as 
Peter went on to 
s h o w ,  s a y i n g :
“That seasons of 
refreshing may 
com e from th e  
person of Jeho- 
vah and that he 
m ay send forth  
the Christ appointed for 
you, Jesus, whom heav- 
en, indeed, must hold within itself until the 
times of restoration of all things of which 
God spoke through the mouth of his holy 
prophets of old tim e.” (Acts 3:19-21) 
The natural, circumcised Jews that do not 
believe that the Messiah came nineteen 
centuries ago look for him to come for 
the first time in the future. But Peter and 
John and the other Christianized Jews 
looked for the Messiah to return or to 
come a second time and for a different 
purpose. Peter and John had seen him 
ascend back to heaven.

20Peter and John remembered Jesus’ 
words to the Jews: “What, therefore, if 
you should behold the Son of man ascend- 
ing to where he was before?” On his 
resurrection day he appeared to Mary of 
the city of Magdala and said: “I have not 
yet ascended to the Father. But be on 
your way to my brothers and say to them, 
Ί am ascending to my Father and your 
Father and to my God and your God.’ ” 
(John 6:62; 20:17) He ascended back to

20. W hy was the re tu rn  of the Messiah a necessity, 
and why had God sent him the first tim e?
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must hold within itself until the times of 
restoration of all things* of which God 
spoke through the mouth of his holy 
prophets of old tim e.” (Acts 3:21) The 
key question here is, What are those 
“all things” until the times of the restora- 
tion of which the heaven must hold within 
itself the ascended Messiah Jesus, who is 
seated at Jehovah’s right hand waiting 
for his enemies to be made his footstool?

25Those “all things” are the Messianic 
kingdom and its interests at the earth. 
Is this a surprising answer to the question? 
Is anyone of us inclined to ask, How could 
this be so, when, back in the apostle 
Peter’s day, that Messianic kingdom of 
Jehovah was yet to come? Since that 
kingdom of the Messiah had not been 
established and been lost, how could it 
be restored?

26 The apostle Peter, however, knew 
what he was talking about. He knew how 
that kingdom could be restored. He was 
one of the apostles who asked the resur- 
rected Messiah Jesus just before he ascend- 
ed to heaven: “Lord, are you restoring the

* Jesus Christ used a sim ilar expression, in Matthew 
17:11, when he said: “E lijah, indeed, is coming and 
will restore all th ings.” This statem ent had reference 
to Malachi 4:5, 6. But then  Jesus went on to make an 
application of this prophecy about E lijah  to John 
the Baptist. (Matt. 17:12, 13) John the Baptist also 
served as the forerunner of Jesus Christ, and for th at 
reason he proclaimed: “ The kingdom of the heavens 
has drawn near.” (Matt. 3:1, 2) But as to modern 
times, a fte r W orld W ar I  and since the year 1919 a 
work like th a t of E lijah  has been carried on by 
Jehovah’s Christian witnesses. By them  a witness to 
Jehovah’s Messianic kingdom has been given since 
th a t time until now such as has never before been 
given world wide in all previous hum an history. 
—Matt. 24:14; Mark 13:10.

Since 1919 C.E. these Christian witnesses of Jehovah 
discern a spiritual fulfillment tow ard them  of the 
words of Isaiah 1 And I“ :־2527:  will tu rn  back my 
hand upon you, and I  shall sm elt away your scummy 
dross as w ith lye, and I  will remove all your waste 
products. And I  will bring back again judges for you 
as a t the first, and counselors for you as a t  the start. 
After this you will be called City of Righteousness, 
Faithful Town. W ith justice Zion herself will be 
redeemed, and those re tu rn ing  of her, w ith righteous- 
ness.”

25. Briefly, what are those “all th ings,” and w hat 
questions does this brief answ er raise up?
26. Concerning the restoration  of w hat had P e ter and 
fellow apostles asked Jesus before he ascended, and 
what was his reply?
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sends him to earth the second time, it is 
that he might reign in heavenly glory 
to fulfill all the other prophecies concern- 
ing the kingdom of Messiah.

22Now just when would that be? King 
David of Jerusalem, who was a royal 
ancestor of Jesus Christ, said prophetically 
concerning his ascension to heaven: “The 
utterance of Jehovah to my Lord is: ‘Sit 
at my right hand until I place your ene- 
mies as a stool for your feet.’ The rod of 
your strength Jehovah will send out of 
Zion, saying: ,Go subduing in the midst of 
your enemies.’ ” (Ps. 110:1, 2) In com- 
ment on this prophetic psalm Hebrews 
10:12,13 says concerning Jesus Christ and 
his perfect humem sacrifice: “This man 
offered one sacrifice for sins perpetueilly 
emd sat down at the right hand of God, 
from then on awaiting until his enemies 
should be placed as a stool for his feet.” 
This prophecy meant that the glorified 
Jesus Christ in heaven at God’s right 
hand would be victorious over all persons 
on earth who would oppose his reigning 
over all mankind as Jehovah’s Messiah.

23Each one of us does well, therefore, 
to ask himself the vital question, ‘Am I 
an enemy of Jehovah’s Messianic kingdom 
by Jesus Christ?’ Christendom is! Babylon 
the Great, the world empire of false reli- 
gion, is! So are the political nations that 
make up the world organization for inter- 
national peace and security, the United 
Nations. All such enemies are to be sub- 
dued, crushed! According to Bible prophe- 
cy and world conditions, this is near!

2*Why are we convinced of that world 
disaster as being near? For the reason 
that the apostle Peter prophesied that 
this ascended Jesus Christ “heaven, indeed,
22. As to when this fulfilling of Kingdom prophecies 
would be, w hat do Psalm  110:1, 2 and Hebrews 10:12, 
13 indicate?
23. So w hat vital question does each one do well to 
ask himself, and why?
24. Until w hat “tim es” was heaven to hold the Mes- 
siah Jesus w ithin itself, and so now what is the key 
question for us?
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be witnesses of me both in Jerusalem and 
in all Judea and Samaria and to the most 
distant part of the earth.” After saying 
that, and as he was blessing them, he was 
taken up from his disciples on the Mount 
of Olives into heaven.—Acts 1 :6 1 1  Luke ;־
.־24:553
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kingdom to Israel at this time?” To this 
question the resurrected Messiah Jesus 
replied: “It does not belong to you to get 
knowledge of the times or seasons which 
the Father has placed in his own jurisdic- 
tion; but you will receive power when the 
holy spirit arrives upon you, and you will
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Nations does not desire or pray for Jeho- 
vah’s Messianic kingdom at all. Not Chris- 
tendom, but Jehovah’s Christian witnesses 
do desire that Messianic kingdom and 
have given their allegiance to it.

3The establishment of that Messianic 
kingdom, not on earth, but in heaven, 
means a “restoration,” according to the 
Holy Scriptures. How so? Let us remem- 
ber that the apostles of Jesus Christ knew 
and acknowledged that he was the Messiah 
or the Christ appointed by Jehovah for 
His people. On one occasion the apostle 
Nathanael said to Jesus: “Rabbi, you are 
the Son of God, you are King of Israel.” 
And on a later occasion the apostle Peter 
said to him: “You are the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.” (John 1:49; Matt. 
16:16) The title Christ is the Greek word

HOW
LL who are familiar 
w ith h istory knowΛ

that at the time of Jesus’ as- 
cension the nation of Israel 
did not have a kingdom. For some years 
they had had a kingdom of the Maccabees, 
but that had been a kingdom of Jewish 
priests of the tribe of Levi and had been 
overthrown by the Roman Empire in the 
year 63 before our Common Era. Also, the 
later kingdom of Herod the Great had been 
no Jewish kingdom but an Edomite king- 
dom and had been imposed upon the Jews 
by the Roman Senate. But when Jesus as- 
cended to heaven, Jerusalem was under 
the Roman governor Pontius Pilate, who 
had handed him over to be put to death; 
and the province of Galilee was being ruled 
by Herod Antipas, the son of Herod the 
Great. (Luke 3:1, 2; 23:6-15) So the 
disciples could properly ask Jesus Christ 
before he ascended: “Lord, are you re- 
storing the kingdom to Israel at this 
time?” (Acts 1:6) He did not then do so, 
and to this day Israel has no kingdom. 
The government of Israel in the Middle 
East is a Republic and is a member of 
the organization for world peace and se- 
curity, the United Nations.

2 The United Nations does not want the 
Messianic kingdom to come by means of 
the Republic of Israel. In fact, the United

3. How did the apostles by their question show that 
establishment of the Messianic kingdom then would be 
a restoration, and how did they expect him to make it?

1. W hat question did the political situation of the 
Jews in Jesus’ days make it appropriate for his apostles 
to ask him, and what does Israel’s position today show 
as to his action?
2. W hat is the a ttitude of the U.N. toward Jehovah’s 
Messianic kingdom, but who wants it restored?
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a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord, in David’s 
city.”—Luke 2 :8 1 1 .־

5This  Jesu s, who 
was to be the “Lord” 
of King David, was 
born into a Messianic 
line. How is that? Be- 
cau se th e adject ive  
Messianic means “hav- 
in g  to  do with  th e  
Messiah.” Well, then, 
were the kings of Da- 
vid’s line in ancient Is- 
ra e l  c a l l e d  “ Mes-  
siahs”? Or, would the 
Greek-speaking Jews 
call them “Christs”? 
Yes, because the title 
Messiah means Anoint- 
ed One, and Christ  
means Anointed One. 
This title applied to 
these kings of David’s 
royal line because they 
had been anointed by 
Jehovah’s high priest 
in Israel  with  holy  
anoint ing  oil to be 

kings over Jehovah’s chosen people. (1 Ki. 
1:34-39) R epeatedly David spoke of 
King Saul, the first king of the twelve 
tribes of Israel, as being the “anoint- 
ed [or, Messiah] of Jehovah.” Likewise, 
David himself as king was constantly 
spoken of as Jehovah’s anointed or Mes- 
siah. (1 Sam. 24:6, 10; 26:9-23; 2 Sam. 
1:14-16; 19:21;  22:51;  2 3 :1 )  Even  
Zedekiah, the last king of David’s line 
on the throne of Jerusalem, is called 
“the anointed one [or, Messiah] of Je- 
hovah.”—Lam. 4:20, footnote of 1958 edi- 
tion.
5. Into what kind of line, then, was Jesus born, and 
what is there to  prove th a t Israel’s kings were referred 
to as Messiahs?
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for the Hebrew word 
Messiah. Consequent- 
ly, when the apostles 
asked the resurrected 
Jesus, “Lord, are you 
restoring the kingdom 
to Israel at this time?” 
th e y  w ere  a s k i n g  
whether the real Mes- 
siah would restore the 
kingdom. As he was 
truly the Messiah or 
Christ, they expected 
him to “restore” the 
kingdom. How? By his 
becoming King him- 
self over Israel at that 
time.

* Ah, do we now get 
the point? The ancient 
kin gd om  of  I s r a e l  
down to its overthrow 
by th e Babylonian  
Empire in the year 
607 B.C.E. was a Mes- 
sianic kingdom. That 
kingdom was the gov- 
ernment of the royal 
family of David of  
Bethlehem. When God sent his only-begot- 
ten Son from heaven, he was born into the 
family of King David and was given the 
name Jesus, the name meaning “Jehovah 
Is Salvation.” Thereby Jesus was an heir to 
the throne of King David. (Matthew 1:1 to 
2:6; Luke 3:23-31) Even an angel from 
heaven declared that Jesus was the Christ 
or Messiah. On the night of his birth in 
Bethlehem, this angel from Jehovah said 
to God-fearing shepherds: “Have no fear, 
for, look! I am declaring to you good news 
of a great joy that all the people will have, 
because there was bom to you today
4. So what kind of kingdom m ust the Jewish kingdom 
have been down to the year 607 B.C.E., and why was 
the Son of God from heaven born into David’s line?
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God promised King David that his kingdom 
would be established to time indefinite. 
This meant that the Messianic kingdom in 
the royal line of David had to be restored
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hovah,” for he was anointed by Jehovah 
himself, and not with holy anointing oil, 
but with Jehovah’s spirit. This took place 
after Jesus was baptized in water by John 
the Baptist. (Matt. 3:13-17; Acts 10:38) 
His death on an execution stake outside 
Jerusalem did not prevent him from be- 
coming the Messianic Heir of King David 
forever, for, on the third day of his death, 
God Almighty resurrected him and re- 
warded him with immortality, with incor- 
ruptible life in the spirit. (Rom. 1:3, 4; 
1 Cor. 15:3-8; 1 Pet. 3:18-22) So by reason 
of his endless life in heaven he can reign 
as Messianic King forever.

FORETOLD BY MOSES AND LATER PROPHETS
9 In order to show how great this Jesus 

is, the apostle Peter went on to say to the 
crowd of Jews around him in the temple: 
“In fact, Moses said, ‘Jehovah God will 
raise up for you from among your brothers 
a prophet like me. You must listen to him 
according to all the things he speaks to 
you. Indeed, any soul that does not listen 
to that Prophet will be completely de- 
stroyed from among the people.’ ” (Acts 
3:22, 23) Peter was there quoting the 
words of the prophet Moses as found in 
Deuteronomy 18:15-19.

10 Jesus Christ is that promised Prophet, 
who was to be like Moses but greater than 
Moses. He did more and greater miracles 
than Moses did, and he mediates the New 
Covenant between Jehovah and the Chris- 
tian congregation, a covenant that is far 
better than the Law Covenant as mediated 
by Moses at Mount Sinai in Arabia. (Acts 
2:22; Jer. 31:31-34; Heb. 8:6; 9:15; 12: 
24; 13:20) Certainly, then, we do not 
desire to be found among those who oppose 
the restoration of the Messianic kingdom 
in the person of Jesus Christ, the Prophet
9, 10. (a) How did Peter indicate who was to be the 
Prophet like Moses, but g reater?  (b) How is that one 
greater than Moses, and so why do we not want to 
resist him?
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• After the overthrow of King Zedekiah 
at the destruction of Jerusalem in 607 
B.C.E., there was no Messianic king on 
the throne of Israel. But 463 years before 
this Jehovah, in a solemn covenant with 
King David, promised him: “Your house 
and your kingdom will certainly be stead- 
fast to time indefinite before you; your 
very throne will become one firmly es- 
tablished to time indefinite.” (2 Sam. 
7:16) This meant, therefore, that the 
Messianic kingdom in the royal line of 
David had to be restored.

7 Jesus Christ was the one by means of 
whom to make this restoration of the 
Messianic kingdom, for Jesus was bom  
into the line of King David. Before his 
human birth an angel said concerning 
Jesus: “Jehovah God will give him the 
throne of David his father, and he will 
rule as king over the house of Jacob for- 
ever, and there will be no end of his 
kingdom.” And at Jesus’ birth in Bethle- 
hem an angel announced that he was to 
be “Christ [or, Messiah] the Lord.” (Luke 
1:32, 33; 2:11) That fixed matters; the 
restoration of the Messianic kingdom was 
to be with Jesus.

8True, Jesus was not anointed to be 
king over Jacob or Israel by having the 
high priest pour the holy anointing oil 
upon his head at Jerusalem. To the con- 
trary, in the year 33 C.E. the high priest 
of Jerusalem called for the death of Jesus 
by being executed at the hands of the 
Romans. But this did not prove that Jesus 
was not the Anointed One or Messiah. 
(Luke 24:20; John 19:6, 15, 21) Jesus 
was anointed by someone higher than the 
high priest of Israel. He was in a very 
special sense “the Anointed One of Je-
6. In  view of what event in 607 B.C.E., why would 
God’s promise to King David require th a t the Mes- 
sianic kingdom be restored?
7. W hy was Jesus Christ the one in whom to make 
restoration of the Messianic kingdom?
8. Although not anointed by the high priest a t Jeru- 
salem, why was Jesus nevertheless the Messiah, and 
why can he now reign forever?
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to bless first the natural, circumcised 
Jews, by having his Son Jesus born as a 
Jew in the family line of King David. 
To get the blessing those Jews had to turn 
from wicked works.

13 So by calling upon those Jews to ‘re- 
pent and turn around’ or be converted, 
the apostle Peter was not setting before 
those Jews an earthly hope, a hope of 
inheriting an earthly Paradise under the 
Messianic kingdom of the heavens. He 
was not pointing them forward to the 
long-distant future with the prospect of 
being restored to perfect human life and 
health in a Garden of Eden restored to 
earth. Rather, Peter was pointing them 
to the opportunity of becoming associated 
with that Jesus Christ the primary Seed 
of Abraham and thus sharing with Jesus 
Christ in blessing all the families and 
nations of the earth. This would mean 
that they would also be associated with 
him in his Messianic reign, reigning with 
him in the heavens for the blessing of 
all mankind. So they, also, would receive 
the anointing with Jehovah’s spirit and 
become his spiritual sons. Their being 
natural circumcised Israelites no longer 
counted with God. They needed to become 
spiritual Israelites, circumcised at heart, 
and making up the spiritual “Israel of 
God.”—Gal. 6:15, 16.

14When the vast majority of the Jews 
refused to take advantage of this won- 
drous opportunity to become associated 
with Jesus Christ in his heavenly Messianic 
reign, the opportunity was offered to all 
non-Jewish nations. God’s predetermined 
number are acting upon this opportunity. 
(Acts 10:1 to 11:18; 15:7-14; 13:46-48) 
A remnant of these spirit-begotten heirs 
of the Messianic kingdom are on earth
13. W hen P e ter called on those Jew s to repent, was 
he setting before them  an earth ly  hope or a  heavenly 
one, and why?
14. (a) When the vast m ajority  of the Jews turned 
down the Kingdom opportunity, who were allowed to 
take advantage of it?  (b) W hy are  a rem nant of these 
Kingdom heirs rejoicing today?
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King who is greater than Moses. To be 
found among them would mean our com- 
plete destruction.

11 Moses, however, was not the only one 
who prophesied under divine inspiration 
about this Jesus the Messiah. There were 
many others, and so the apostle Peter 
went on to say to Jews crowded around 
him in the temple: “And all the prophets, 
in fact, from Samuel on and those in sue- 
cession, just as many as have spoken, 
have also plainly declared these days. You 
are the sons of the prophets and of the 
covenant which God covenanted with your 
forefathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in 
your seed all the families of the earth 
will be blessed.׳ To you first God, after 
raising up his Servant, sent him forth to 
bless you by turning each one away from 
your wicked deeds.”—Acts 3:24-26.

12The prophet Moses was the one that 
recorded Jehovah’s covenant with the pa- 
triarch Abraham for all families and na- 
tions of the earth to be blessed by means 
of his Seed or Offspring. (Gen. 12:3; 22: 
18) The prophet Samuel was the one who 
first anointed David of Bethlehem to be- 
come the king of all Israel; and this in 
itself was a prophetic act pointing forward 
to Jesus Christ. (1 Sam. 16:11-13) The 
succession of Hebrew prophets after Sam- 
uel all had something to say with reference 
to Jehovah’s Messianic kingdom. From 
these prophecies we are helped to appre- 
ciate how much the Messianic kingdom 
of the Son of God w ill mean to all man- 
kind. Jesus Christ was primarily that 
promised Seed of Abraham for blessing 
all families and nations. (Gal. 3:3-16) 
God raised him up and commissioned him  
as “his Servant” to bring blessings to the 
people. God sent this anointed Servant
11. According to P e ter 's  words, who besides Moses 
had declared those days and the  blessing for which 
the Israelites were in line?
12. (a) How were those words true  w ith respect to 
the prophets? (b) How did Jehovah arrange to have 
Israel blessed first by Messiah?
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cies and its timetable for human affairs? 
Are we rejoicing in these “times of resto- 
ration of all things” of which the God 
of the Bible spoke? If we do have faith 
and we are therefore rejoicing, then the 
first thing that we should unselfishly de- 
sire with due respect to God is the reestab- 
lishment of the universal sovereignty of 
Jehovah so as to include our earth. This 
would mean that Jehovah would positively 
prove that he as God the Creator still 
owns the earth and controls it the same 
as all the rest of the boundless realm of 
creation, heavenly and earthly.

17 This would mean an all-inclusive 
change in things. It would mean the re- 
establishment of peace through all the 
universe heavenly and earthly. What a 
great “refreshing” it will be for us when 
that greatest of all peace disturbers, Satan 
the Devil, and his demons will be bound 
by Jehovah’s Messianic kingdom and be 
hurled into an abyss so as not to be able 
to mislead and oppress earth’s inhabitants! 
(Rev. 20:1-6) By destroying Satan’s entire 
organization God’s kingdom will vindicate 
his universal sovereignty.

18 God’s Messianic kingdom has rightful 
interests in the earth. These interests be- 
long to the “all things” of which God spoke 
through the mouth of his prophets of old 
time and which must have a restoration 
here. So subjects are included. All human 
creatures living on this earth must become 
subjects of that kingdom in order to come 
under the universal sovereignty of Jeho- 
vah.

18 a  “great crowd” of sheeplike persons 
today acknowledge and subject themselves
17. W hat change in things will such a reestablishm ent 
mean, and with what refreshing to us?
18. W hat do the “all things’* th a t are to be restored 
include?
19. 20. (a) Who already subm it themselves to this Mes- 
sianic kingdom, and with w hat prospects for a fte r 
the end of this system ? (b) How does Isaiah 11:1-5 
describe their King?
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today, and eagerly they look forward to 
sharing with the Messiah Jesus in his 
heavenly kingdom. (Rom. 8:14-17; 2 Tim. 
2:10-12; Rev. 20:4-6) They specially re- 
joice today because they know that “times 
of restoration of all things of which God 
spoke through the mouth of his holy 
prophets of old tim e” have broken upon 
them. (Acts 3:21) The Messianic kingdom 
has been restored! Since when?

15Since the end of the “times of the 
Gentiles,” or, “the appointed times of the 
nations,” in the year 1914 C.E. (Luke 
21:20-24) Jesus Christ did not ‘restore 
the kingdom’ at the time of his ascension 
to heaven in the year 33 C.E. He knew 
he had to wait, and he did wait, until those 
Gentile Times ended in that year when 
the first world war erupted upon mankind. 
At that time he was authorized to make 
request of Jehovah, and Jehovah foretold 
that he would then grant the request of 
his Messiah. He would give the Messiah 
or Christ the political nations for his in- 
heritance and the “ends of the earth” for 
his possession. Today these nations are 
interested in world domination by poli- 
ticians not anointed with Jehovah’s spirit. 
They are giving themselves over to selfish 
nationalism along with national sovereign- 
ty, in spite of belonging to the United 
Nations organization. Even in their des- 
perate circumstances today they are not 
seeking and praying for Jehovah’s restored 
Messianic kingdom. Their keeping on in 
this course will mean their annihilation. 
—Ps. 2:1-9.

RESTORATION OF UNIVERSAL SOVEREIGNTY
1®How about us, though? Do we have 

faith in the Holy Bible and in its prophe-
15. Since when has the Messianic kingdom been re- 
stored, and so because of going on in what course will 
the nations be destroyed?
16. W ith due regard for God, w hat would we desire 
to see reestablished?
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21 With the “rod of his mouth,״ or with 
the authoritative orders that issue from 
his mouth for striking, he will have 
smashed to pieces the visible earthly or- 
ganization of mankind’s great enemy, 
Satan the Devil. Also, with the “spirit of 
his lips,” or with the irresistible active 
force that is expressed by his lips in pro- 
nouncing God’s judgments, he will have 
put all the wicked ones of the earth to 
death. (Compare Revelation 19:15,16,21.) 
This will leave only the true lovers of 
peace alive on the earth. The refreshing 
peace that already exists between God’s 
“men of goodwill” world wide even now 
before that coming destruction of all wick- 
ed, unpeaceful ones will be carried over 
into the righteous system of things under 
Messiah’s kingdom. The beauty of that 
peace and harmony, besides now fulfilling 
the further words of the prophet Isaiah 
in a spiritual sense, will become more 
concrete in a literal fulfillment of those 
same prophetic words, which we read in 
Isaiah 11:6-9:

22 “And the wolf will actually reside 
for a while with the male lamb, and with 
the kid the leopard itself will lie down, 
and the calf and the maned young lion 
and the well-fed animal all together; and 
a mere little boy will be leader over them. 
And the cow and the bear themselves will 
feed; together their young ones will lie 
down. And even the lion will eat straw 
just like the bull. And the sucking child 
will certainly play upon the hole of the 
cobra; and upon the light aperture of a 
poisonous snake will a weaned child ac- 
tually put his own hand. They will not 
do any harm or cause any ruin in all my 
holy mountain; because the earth will 
certainly be filled with the knowledge of
21,22. (a) How will the  K ing strike  w ith  the , ‘rod 
of his m outh״  and pu t to death w ith the “sp irit of 
his lips״ ? (b) The peacefulness of whom on earth  
today will carry  over into the new system, and how 
does Isaiah 11:6-9 describe the beauty of it?
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to that Messianic kingdom as set up in 
the heavens at the end of the Gentile 
Times in 1914 C.E., even now before the 
destruction of Satan’s organization visible 
and invisible. After the disastrous end of 
this wicked system of things, they will 
not experience opposition and persecution 
for further submitting themselves to the 
Messianic government then in full undis- 
puted power and control. (Rev. 7:9-17) 
Unitedly they will worship the divine Sov- 
ereign of the universe, Jehovah. As his 
“men of goodwill” they will receive every 
help and blessing from his Messianic king- 
dom, as well as from their fellowmen. 
How refreshing will be the peace that will 
then reign over all the earth! What a 
wise, just and merciful King they will 
have in the Messiah Jesus! Speaking of 
him as the descendant of Jesse of Beth- 
lehem, who was also the direct father of 
King David, the prophecy of Isaiah 11:1-5 
says:

20 “And there must go forth a twig out 
of the stump of Jesse; and out of his roots 
a sprout will be fruitful. And upon him the 
spirit of Jehovah must settle down, the 
spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and of mightiness, 
the spirit of knowledge and of the fear 
of Jehovah; and there will be enjoyment 
by him in the fear of Jehovah. And he 
will not judge by any mere appearance 
to his eyes, nor reprove simply according 
to the thing heard by his ears. And with 
righteousness he must judge the lowly 
ones, and with uprightness he must give 
reproof in behalf of the meek ones of the 
earth. And he must strike the earth with 
the rod of his mouth; and with the spirit 
of his lips he will put the wicked one to 
death. And righteousness must prove to 
be the belt of his hips, and faithfulness 
the belt of his loins.”
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to the Messianic government. Those re- 
fusing full submission and obedience to 
the restored Messianic kingdom over earth 
will be judged as undeserving of any life 
at all and will be destroyed, condemned 
to absolute extinction. But those who learn 
to practice obedience will receive the full 
benefit of the perfect human sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ as a ransom. They themselves 
will be uplifted to perfection of human 
life, as obedient children of the Messianic 
King. Thus they will be able to enjoy him 
as their life-giving Father, for another one 
of his titles prophetically given is Eternal 
Father.—Isa. 9:6.

26The Messianic kingdom of the kings 
of ancient Israel had just the God-given 
territory in the Promised Land over there 
in the Middle East. The Messianic kingdom 
of the Son of God, Jesus Christ, will have 
this territory restored to it. It w ill also 
have Africa, Asia, Europe, Australia, the 
North, Central and South Americas, the 
Antarctic and all the islands of the seven 
seas, yea, all the earth. They will all be 
transformed into a Paradise of Pleasure, 
a Garden of Eden, for all the interests 
that belong to the universal sovereignty 
of Jehovah in those parts of our planet 
will be restored to his Messianic King, 
Jesus Christ. (Luke 23:43) That Messi- 
anic Government will see to it that all 
these earthly interests belonging to the 
Creator are conserved forever, to Jeho- 
vah’s praise and to man’s eternal good.

27 Through the mouth of his holy proph- 
ets of old time God spoke of all these 
things that are to be restored. (Acts 3:21) 
The promised “times of restoration of 
all things” are now upon us. Let us see 
to it that they are a blessing to us all.
26. W hat te rrito ry  will be restored to Jehovah’s Mes- 
sianic kingdom, and into what will it  be transform ed?
27. W hat “ times” are now upon us, and we should see 
that they are what to us?
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Jehovah as the waters are covering the 
very sea.”

EARTH-WIDE PEACE AND SECURITY AT LAST!
23 Under the Messiah Jesus, who is 

“something more than Solomon,” the 
peace will be restored that existed under 
the united kingdom of wise King Solomon, 
the son of David, concerning whose reign 
it is written: “Judah and Israel were 
many, like the grains of sand that are by 
the sea for multitude, eating and drinking 
and rejoicing. And Judah and Israel con- 
tinued to dwell in security, everyone under 
his own vine and under his own fig tree, 
from Dan to Beer-sheba, all the days of 
Solomon.” (1 Ki. 4:20, 25; Matt. 12:42) 
It will be this prosperous peace earth wide 
into which all the ransomed dead of man- 
kind will be resurrected. The Messiah 
Jesus, one of whose titles is “Prince of 
Peace,” will not call men of all nations 
and families back from the grave to re- 
sume under his kingdom the interracial, 
international, intertribal and interfamily 
quarrels and wars in which they engaged 
before and down till death. Concerning his 
reign he prophesied:

24 “Do not marvel at this, because the 
hour is coming in which all those in the 
memorial tombs will hear his voice and 
come out, . . .  to a resurrection.”—John 
5:28, 29.

25How will each one’s resurrection to 
life on earth under the Messianic kingdom 
turn out to be? This will depend upon 
the course of each one. There will be an 
opportunity for each one to gain endless 
life on a Paradise earth, and that will be 
taken advantage of by heartfelt obedience
23,24. (a) W hat conditions under ancient King Solo- 
mon’s reign will be restored? (b) Whom will the 
Greater Solomon call back to enjoy these earthly 
conditions then?
25. W hy will the resurrection of some under Messiah’s 
kingdom tu rn  out to be for judgm ent or condemnation, 
and th a t of others tu rn  out to be for life?
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on independently by a large number of 
scientists. What have they found? Does 
marijuana smoking lead to the use of 
heavier drugs?

A folder published by the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Health, Education, and Welfare 
reports that “users of one illicit drug may 
be exposed to a variety of them through 
contacts with drug sellers and other us- 
ers.” And under the heading “Latest Find- 
ings on Marijuana,” the U.S. News & 
World Report of February 1, 1971, states 
that “there is evidence that people who 
have come to lean on the drug for psycho- 
logical reasons—in the belief it will re- 
lieve tension and depression—are likely 
to go on to stronger drugs.”

The physical dangers of the heavy drugs 
are well attested. As to marijuana, “suf- 
flciently high doses . . . can cause un- 
predictable, acute—although temporary 
—psychotic episodes manifesting them- 
selves in the form of illusions, hallucina- 
tions, paranoia, depression and panic,” 
says a report from the New York State 
Temporary Commission to Evaluate the 
Drug Laws. “In addition, preliminary re- 
search indicates that continued regular 
use of marijuana or extremely high dos- 
ages may cause liver damage, genetic de-

y t  YOUNG musician in Canada 
C / l  was found in bad condition by 
the police. He told them he had de- 
cided to try LSD because he no longer 
got “kicks” from marijuana. The re- 
suit was a “bad trip” during which 
he shoved his fingers deep into his 
eye sockets because he “didn’t want 
to see what he was seeing.” He se- 
verely damaged both eyes, and doc- 
tors feared he would lose the sight of 
one of them.

Accounts like these are not uncom- 
mon in news reports. Doctors, law- 
makers and even most users of drugs 
admit that the heavy “psychedelic” 
drugs such as LSD and heroin as well 
as the “up” and “down” pills, amphet- 
amines and barbiturates, are dangerous. 
Heroin and the barbiturates, particularly, 
are addictive. Few addicted to heroin are 
ever cured.

On the other hand, marijuana users, 
who include many youths of college and 
high-school age, present arguments to sup- 
port their use of the “weed.” They call it 
a “social intensifier.”

One college student said that with mar- 
ijuana “the mind is magnificently delight- 
ed by very simple situations or memoirs.” 
Some went farther by expressing a deeper 
purpose in their smoking, saying: Drugs 
“are our only means of feeling love in this 
debacle of self-destruction.” It is a “re- 
turn to Eden,” and drugs are “instant 
paradise,” or “instant analysis of oneself.”

SOME FACTS AS TO MARIJUANA’S EFFECTS
Two questions are most frequently 

asked: Are users of marijuana likely to 
go to stronger drugs? Is marijuana itself 
dangerous?

Because the truth about marijuana has 
been shrouded in a “m ist” of ignorance, 
and noting its epidemic spread, govern- 
ments are establishing drug research com- 
missions. In addition, research is carried
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those who are disgusting in their filth 
and murderers and fornicators and those 
practicing spiritism [Greek,
“druggers”] . . . their portion will be in 
the lake that bums with fire and sulphur. 
This means the second death.”—Rev. 21: 
8, Kingdom Interlinear Translation.

HASHISH, THE DRUG OF ASSASSINS
Marijuana is a product of the cannabis 

plant, a hemp, from which hashish is also 
made. This drug is similar to marijuana 
and is frequently used by marijuana smok- 
ers.

The origin of the word “assassin” testi- 
fies to the power of hashish to incite to 
acts of violence. “Assassin” is drawn from 
the Arabic word hashshashin, used to de- 
scribe the Order of Assassins, a Moslem 
order founded in Persia about 1090 C.E. 
At the time of the crusades these men 
terrorized the Christians and other ene- 
mies by secret murder, religious assassina- 
tions, committed under the influence of 
hashish.

DRUGS BRING USERS INTO SLAVERY
All these drugs, from marijuana to LSD 

to heroin, are either physically or psycho- 
logically addicting, or both. Researchers 
say: “Scientists . . .  agree that signs of psy- 
chological addiction [to marijuana] are 
common.” True, certain drugs, adminis- 
tered under a physician’s care, may have 
some medicinal purpose. But marijuana 
users can find no such excuse, for, says 
the U.S. Department of Health, Educa- 
tion, and Welfare, “unlike other drugs, it 
has no known use in modem medicine.”

The Christian, in carrying on the fight 
for the faith, is warned: “Keep your sens- 
es, be watchful. Your adversary, the Devil, 
walks about like a roaring lion, seeking to 
devour someone.” (1 Pet. 5:8) The person 
who relaxes vigilance, particularly when
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fects, brain damage and upper respiratory 
ailment.” What sensible person would de- 
liberately expose himself and his posterity 
to misery and a shortened life from these 
diseases?

THE BIBLE VIEWPOINT
Does the Bible say anything relative to 

the subject of drugs? Does it give us help 
to resist use of them? Can we, with the 
Bible’s help, strengthen our children to 
resist?

Drugs were known in the ancient days 
of Bible writing. For what, especially, 
were they known? For their connection 
with sorcery, witchcraft, spiritism. But 
drugs did not bring their users into ‘com- 
munion with God,׳ as some modem drug 
advocates claim. At Galatians 5:20, spirit- 
ism is classed, not as a fruit of God’s 
spirit, but as one of the “works of the 
flesh” that will prevent one from entering 
God’s kingdom. Here the Greek word used 
for “practice of spiritism” or “sorcery” is 
phar-maki'a, literally, “druggery.”

On this word, Vine’s Expository Die- 
tionary of New Testament Words com- 
ments: “PHARMAKIA . . . primarily sig- 
nified the use of medicine, drugs, spells; 
then, poisoning; then, sorcery, . . . See 
also Rev. 9:21; 18:23. . . . In sorcery, the 
use of drugs, whether simple or potent, 
was generally accompanied by incanta- 
tions and appeals to occult powers, with 
the provision of various charms, amulets, 
etc., professedly designed to keep the ap- 
plicant or patient from the attention and 
power of demons, but actually to impress 
the applicant with the mysterious resourc- 
es and powers of the sorcerer.”

If one is led into the practice of spirit- 
ism he is open to all sorts of wrong prac- 
tices that can bring demon influence and 
insanity, and will surely result in his ever- 
lasting death. God says: “But as for . . .
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PARENTS, HELP YOUR CHILDREN

Parents can help their children, and 
should prepare them in advance. They 
should approach the subject with the right 
attitude. Young persons may feel that they

have good rea- 
sons for using 
drugs, because 
they hear ar- 
guments favor- 
ing drugs from 
w orldly asso- 
c i a t e s  a l l  
around them . 
Children are  

basically intelligent, and they want, not 
merely a series of “no’s,” but adequate 
reasons. Parents, employing love, consid- 
eration and kindness, reasoning with facts 
and Bible counsel, can fortify children to 
resist the drug menace.—2 Tim. 2:24-26.

The relationship of the person with God 
is the strongest matter to stress. For, if 
God is left out of the picture, the dis- 
cussion may “go in circles” and end up 
with the child feeling that there was really 
little valid, authoritative counsel that 
would benefit him. And the parents must 
set the proper example themselves, not 
“giving themselves to a lot of wine,” and 
not relying on “pep” pills (amphetamines) 
and sedatives (barbiturates) to substitute 
for self-control when faced with emotional 
problems, weight problems (from lack of 
control in eating), and so forth.—1 Tim. 
3:8; Prov. 23:20.

Parents should point out to their chil- 
dren that illicit drug trade and use are 
suppressed by very strong laws in many 
countries, penalties for violations ranging 
up to the death penalty. The Christian who 
traffics in or uses illicit drugs is a law- 
breaker, a criminal; he is refusing to obey 
God, to ‘pay back Caesar’s things to Cae- 
sar,’ and is not showing proper subjection
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it is done for “kicks” and by something 
that incapacitates his normal processes of 
thinking and discernment, is opening him- 
self up to attack by Satan and the de- 
mons. Such a person throws away self- 
c o n tr o l ,  and  
acts contrary 
to his devotion 
to  G od an d  
C hris t .  The  
apostle Paul  
said: “ I will  
not let myself 
be brought un- 
der authority  
by anything” (that is, that would put Paul 
at a disadvantage in serving God).—1 Cor. 
6:12; Gal. 5:22, 23.

CHRIST REJECTED UNREALITY AND DRUGS
What was Jesus Christ’s view of es- 

capism and drug use? When a suggestion 
by Peter, one of his apostles, tempted him 
to escape reality by looking away for even 
an instant from the difficult course of sac- 
rifice before him, Jesus quickly replied: 
“Get behind me, Satan.”—Mark 8:32, 33.

Later, when about to be impaled on the 
torture stake, Jesus was offered “wine 
drugged with myrrh, but he would not 
take it.” (Mark 15:23) Why did Jesus re- 
fuse? Vine’s Dictionary comments: “ [The 
verb] SMURNIZO . . .  is used transitively 
in the N.T., with the meaning to mingle 
or drug with myrrh, Mark 15:23; the mix- 
ture was doubtless offered to deaden the 
pain (Matthew’s word ‘gall’ [27:34] sug- 
gests that myrrh was not the only ingredi- 
ent). Christ refused to partake of any 
such means of alleviation; He would re- 
tain all his mental power for the complete 
fulfillment of the Father’s will.” Just be- 
fore he died, Christ accepted some sour 
wine for his thirst. This, incidentally, in- 
dicates that Jesus made a distinction be- 
tween drugs and wine.—John 19:28-30.
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and, “Flee from the desires incidental to 
youth, but pursue righteousness, faith, 
love, peace, along with those who call upon 
the Lord out of a clean heart.” (1 Cor. 
15:33; 2 Tim. 2:22) Those who are learn- 
ing to respect God’s laws are therefore 
the ‘clean-hearted’ ones whose companion- 
ship is valuable.

If the youth is a Christian witness of 
Jehovah, he has the strongest possible 
weapon. That is his knowledge of God’s 
Word of truth and the ability to bear wit- 
ness to God’s kingdom. (Eph. 6:17) Of- 
ten, if he tells his associates that he is 
one of Jehovah’s witnesses and that he 
cannot join them in their use of drugs, he 
will be left alone. If, whenever opportuni- 
ty arises, he speaks about Bible principles 
and the better things that God’s kingdom 
brings, he will be respected by many for 
abstaining from drugs. Furthermore, he 
may even be able to help some of his as- 
sociates to avoid or break away from 
drug use.

LIVING NOW ACCORDING TO REALITY
“Psychedelic” means “mind (or, soul) 

manifesting.” But it is not through any 
analysis of his own imperfect mind and 
heart that man finds what is good. (Rom. 
7:18; Jer. 17:9, 10) Rather, it is through 
an understanding of the mind of God and 
of his Son Jesus Christ. It is God’s Word 
and spirit that reveal these things of in- 
estimable value to us. (1 Cor. 2:9-13) The 
Bible also enables one to analyze what is 
really in one’s own heart, so that one can 
make corrections in harmony with God’s 
righteous will, not a mere “trip” into sen- 
suality that leaves the individual more con- 
fused and depressed than before.—Heb. 
4:12.

While drug users claim that they 
achieve “Eden,” “paradise” and “love,” 
those who hold to the principle of godly de-
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to the superior authorities, as commanded 
by God.—Matt. 22:21; Rom. 13:1.

In addition, the person who is tempted 
to use drugs should realize that, very of- 
ten, in order to buy drugs, users turn to 
stealing and even violence. In a survey by 
the Centre of Criminology of the Univer- 
sity of Toronto, covering 967 persons 
eighteen years of age and older, drugs 
were listed as the chief cause for crime, 
with lack of discipline in the home a close 
second.

Drugs weaken integrity to God. The U.S. 
Government brochure reports: “A person 
using marijuana finds it harder to make 
decisions that require clear thinking. And 
he finds himself more easily open to 
other people’s suggestions.” If they had 
been smoking marijuana to escape reality, 
would the three Hebrew companions of 
Daniel have been able to stand with firm 
decision, as they did, with death in a fiery 
furnace staring them in the face?—Dan. 
3:1-25.

COPING WITH “GROUP PRESSURE״
Parents must face the realization that 

probably the strongest force tending to 
promote drug use is “peer group pres- 
sure.” This is the desire to be “in” with 
the crowd and the fear of being called a 
coward or a “square.” Usually it is a 
“friend” who is the pusher. “The ‘peddler’ 
may be the boy next door,” says the New 
York Times. Often a pusher makes a gift 
of a “reefer” (marijuana cigarette) or a 
stronger drug to the individual to get him 
started toward becoming a profitable cus- 
tomer later. In an apparent effort to cause 
further addiction, some have sprayed mar- 
ijuana with heroin before selling it.

How, then, will the youth who is con- 
stantly pressed by companions, at school, 
at work and elsewhere, successfully fight 
the use of drugs? The Bible rule is: 
“Bad associations spoil useful habits,”
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changing.” (1 Cor. 7:31) Instead of war, 
hatred, prejudice and death, a true Edenic 
paradise is at hand, in which God “will 
wipe out every tear from [mankind’s] 
eyes, and death will be no more, neither 
will mourning nor outcry nor pain be any 
more. The former things have passed 
away.” (Rev. 21:4) Anyone with a desire 
to learn of God can achieve real peace of 
mind and, not a fanciful, dreamy “instant 
paradise,” but an actual,enduring one, by 
studying the Bible with Jehovah’s witness- 
es. If we seek God, he will let himself be 
found by us, for, “in fact, he is not far 
off from each one of us.”—Acts 17:27; 
2 Chron. 15:2.
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votion have the “promise of the life now 
and that which is to come” (1 Tim. 4:8) 
They are living in reality and enjoying 
life, being kept occupied, with no bore- 
dom or frustration, for they have a pur- 
pose in life. (1 Cor. 15:58) On the other 
hand, a college student confessed: “I have 
stopped taking drugs.. . .  It became all too 
easy to ‘groove’ on something . . . with- 
out ever coming to terms with real prob- 
lems, without ever really thinking. The 
borders of illusion and reality became 
hazy.”

Truly, the present scene of this world 
is a depressing thing. But the apostle Paul 
comforts us: “The scene of this world is
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of ̂ friendship ?
The ban has meant that all Christian 

meetings of Jehovah’s witnesses and all 
preaching of the Bible from door to door 
are forbidden. Further, the Bible maga- 
zines mailed in to them were seized as 
they arrived at the post office. They were 
even refused the right to receive ship- 
ments of Bibles!

As a result of the ban two native full- 
time ministers of Jehovah’s witnesses were 
arrested. And why? Well, one was found 
carrying a Bible! And it is the same Bible 
that can be purchased in many places 
throughout Gabon. What do you think of

country of
JL friendship”—this ' ■SI

is the way some tourist ad- i׳ ■ J ■
vertisements describe Ga-
bon, a West African coun- It®!;*______
try  that  straddles the  
equator. But since April of 1970 doubts 
have been raised as to whether Gabon 
really is “the country of friendship.” Why? 
Because toward the end of April the gov- 
emment of Gabon took action to ban free- 
dom of worship for the most peaceful peo- 
pie in the country.

On Wednesday evening, April 29, 1970, 
Radio Libreville announced that, in a cabi- 
net meeting presided over by President 
Bongo, the decision was made to ban the 
work of Jehovah’s witnesses in all of Ga- 
bon. Thereafter the government expelled 
all missionaries of the W itnesses from the 
country.
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WHY THE BAN AND UNFRIENDLY ACTS?
Was this decision by the Gabonese gov- 

emment one motivated only by political 
rulers? There are indications that religious 
clergymen were involved. For example, 
soon after the ban was announced, Catho- 
lie priests began to visit the owner of the 
home where the missionaries of Jehovah’s 
witnesses lived. Had the priests come to 
sympathize with the homeowner and to 
express themselves in favor of freedom of 
worship? No, the priests tried to per- 
suade the landlord to put the missionaries 
out of his house! But the homeowner re- 
fused to take such unfriendly action, de- 
spite much prodding on the part of the 
Catholic priests.

Another interesting aspect of the matter 
is that Witnesses were told by persons in 
a position to know that there had been a 
meeting of many of the clergy, both Cath- 
olic and Protestant, at the home of a gov- 
ernment official, and that they had re- 
joiced over a plot to ban religious freedom 
for these Christian witnesses. One min- 
ister in the government who spoke against 
the Witnesses is a Protestant pastor. And 
one prominent political leader is a Catho- 
lie priest.

The Witnesses in Gabon knew that 
charges were being fabricated, and that, 
whether they were being inspired to some 
extent by religious clergymen or not, the 
truth should be stated. So the very next 
morning after the ban was announced, two 
missionary representatives of the Witness- 
es and a native Gabonese Witness went to 
see the Minister of the Interior. They dis- 
cussed the matter for about forty-five min- 
utes. They asked him on what grounds 
their Christian activity was banned. He 
told them that their religion was banned 
because of some members of their religion 
in the interior of the country. And how 
did he back this charge up? With four 
handwritten letters from towns in the in-
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a government that arrests peace-abiding 
people for carrying a Bible?

THE REACTION AMONG THE PEOPLE
The announcement to deny freedom of 

worship to these Christian witnesses was 
a shock to many, especially those who 
know that these Christians believe in liv- 
ing by the Bible’s command to “seek peace 
and pursue it.” (1 Pet. 3:11) One man 
said: “My wife just cried out at hearing 
the announcement.” A Gabonese man who 
was not a Witness expressed the feelings 
of many as he told a missionary: “Since 
the announcement of the expulsion of the 
missionaries was made I could neither eat 
nor sleep for several days but cried!”

Several persons asked: “Why does our 
government not respect its own Const!- 
tution? There should be freedom of reli- 
gion in Gabon.”

Another man said: “We’re chasing out 
the good religion that minds their own 
business and we’re keeping those who are 
all the time mixing in politics and giving 
us trouble.”

Thus there were many Gabonese peo- 
pie who were very disappointed by the un- 
friendly actions of their government. One 
who thanked the missionaries for helping 
him was formerly a worthless drunk, but 
now he is pursuing the Christian minis- 
try. Another expressed appreciation in a 
letter for the help the missionaries gave 
him. He had previously been a polygamist 
with four wives, but is now happily mar- 
ried to only one because of the influence 
of Bible truths on his life.—1 Tim. 3:2,12.

The people of Gabon in general are 
friendly. Many natives appreciate that the 
Witnesses preach the Word of God and 
stick to it; and they are continuing to 
show the same friendly spirit they always 
have. It is their government, however, that 
has taken such unfriendly steps against 
freedom of worship.
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vote in Gabon is secret, so it should not 
be possible to tell who did and who did 
not vote. Then, too, for three years prior 
to this ban there were no elections, and 
for four years thereafter none are to be 
held. So is this matter of voting a prob- 
lem that Gabon has suddenly been faced 
with? Hardly.

How about the charge of causing dis- 
order among the people? The Witnesses 
preach the good news of God's kingdom. 
They never force others to accept their 
message and become W itnesses. They fol- 
low the counsel of Jesus, who said: “When 
you are entering into the house, greet the 
household; and if the house is deserving,

OFFICIALS OF GABON
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terior of Gabon—where there are no Wit■ 
nesses! He said that the work of the Wit■ 
nesses had been investigated and that 
these letters came from their agents as a 
result.

Later the authorities accused the Wit- 
nesses of not respecting the flag, not pay- 
ing taxes, teaching people not to vote and 
causing disorder among the population.

THE CHARGES UNFOUNDED
The Witnesses answered these govern- 

ment charges by explaining that as Chris- 
tians they respect the government and 
show it obedience, as the Bible teaches. 
(Rom. 13:1) They pointed out that none 
of the Witnesses in Gabon were ever ar- 
rested or put in prison because they had 
stolen anything, killed anyone or fought 
against the law or the government. Why, 
world wide Jehovah’s witnesses are known 
as peaceful, law-abiding citizens. They 
show respect for the flag, knowing that 
it represents the government, and any Wit- 
ness in Gabon who was present at a cere- 
mony in which the flag was saluted was 
standing quietly and respectfully.

As to the accusation of not paying taxes, 
any informed person knows that this is 
not true. The W itnesses have always paid 
their taxes because that is what God’s 
Word instructs them to do, and they live 
by the Bible. Even the instruction book 
for baptized Witnesses, Word Is a
Lamp to My Foot” says on page 38: 
“Must a Christian pay all the taxes de- 
manded by law?” Reply is given by quot- 
ing the Bible: “Render to all their dues, 
to him who calls for the tax, the tax; to 
him who calls for the tribute, the tribute.” 
—Rom. 13:7.

As for politics, Jehovah’s witnesses 
maintain a neutral stand. Nobody was 
brought forth by the Gabonese govern- 
ment as proof that the Witnesses had 
taught him not to vote. Incidentally, the
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Gabon to explain their position and to an- 
swer the false charges made against them. 
However, the requests were ignored. The 
government did not give an opportunity 
for the W itnesses to explain their position 
to the high officials responsible for the ban.

YOU CAN HELP
Although the government has refused 

to accept an explanation from the Wit- 
nesses, you can help. If you are not in 
agreement with such denial of freedom of 
worship, confiscation of Bibles, and other 
unfriendly acts toward peaceful Chris- 
tians, why not write to one or more of 
the government officials listed here and 
express your views? Urge them to show 
respect for their own Constitution and for 
people who seek to do the will of God.

If you do, it might cause the govern- 
ment of Gabon to reconsider the matter 
and to endeavor, by a change in their 
course of action, to show that Gabon is 
“the country of friendship” that they 
claim it to be.
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let the peace you wish it come upon it; 
but if it is not deserving, let the peace 
from you return upon you. Wherever any- 
one does not take you in or listen to your 
words, on going out of that house or that 
city shake the dust off your feet.”—Matt. 
10:12-14.

Since 1958 Jehovah’s witnesses have 
been preaching publicly and freely in Ga- 
bon. Why, after twelve years, does the 
government suddenly accuse them of caus- 
ing disorder?

To show that the charges are unfounded, 
the W itnesses sent a four-page letter of 
defense covering the foregoing points to 
the government. With what result? A brief 
reply said that their legal corporation had 
been “dissolved.” It added that once the 
government has made a decision it is “sov- 
ereign and can never be changed.”

But since the charges are false and 
since freedom of worship is involved, ought 
there not to be a change? Definitely so!

The Witnesses tried by different chan- 
nels of approach to see the president of
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Seeing the Condition of the Churches
men are excusing homosexuality and other 
loose conduct Also, the ,God is dead* philoso- 
phy is gaining ground among them.

 ?But what is causing the churches to die״
It is because they are not teaching Bible truth 
and are not adhering to Bible principles. The 
clergy often downgrade the Bible and substi- 
tute their own ,philosophy״ for the Word of 
God. (Col. 2:8) . . .  What they offer is false 
religion.”

The Catholic paper then said: ״The above is 
an excerpt from a tract put out by ,The 
Watchtower,״ (Jehovah’s Witnesses). We think 
that much of it applies to the situation here 
at St. Stephens/״

•  About sixteen years ago a Roman Catholic 
man in Dublin, Ireland, became one of Jeho- 
vah״s witnesses. As a result, he encountered 
opposition, particularly from his wife. She 
took him to court regarding their six children.

•  Jehovah’s witnesses have frequently point- · 
ed out that what one sees in the churches of I 
Christendom is not really Christianity. Some j 
persons have considered such conclusions un- I 
fair, and not really true. j

Last year The Defender’s Trumpet, a paper j 
put out by a Catholic church in Minnesota, ן 
made some interesting comments regarding j 
this. In its Vol. 2, No. 5 issue it carried this j 
quotation:

 Have you wondered about the Churches? j״
Throughout the world, Church Organizations j 
are being torn by disputes. Churchmen con- j 
tradict one another in public. Church doctrine j 
and church authority are being challenged by J 
both clergymen and churchgoers. In fact, in · 
many areas church attendance has sagged so } 
much that some churches resort to ,rock and } 
roll* music, dancing and other entertainment { 
to bolster it. J

 In addition, instead of exercising a whole- J״
some influence on morals, a number of church- I
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discuss with the visiting boys the meaning 
behind the scripture under consideration. In 
this way John’s father was able to tell these 
youths something about God’s purposes.

John’s father finally died. The young per- 
sons were so deeply impressed that he had 
kept his faith to the end that John and three 
of his friends asked the Witnesses to help 
them to learn the message of the Bible. They 
made rapid progress. Soon they were telling 
all whom they met the fine things that they 
were learning. The result? ״Twenty young 
men have become footstep followers of Jesus 
as witnesses of Jehovah in Dublin. Yes, the 
endurance of John’s father and his faithful* 
ness helped these young persons to find the 
road that leads to life.—Matt. 7:14.

tuated? It is not punctuated at all. Why not? 
Because the writers of the Greek Scriptures did 
not use punctuation at that time. The Encyclo־ 
pedia Americana, 1956, Volume 23, page 16, 
states: “No attempt to punctuate is apparent 
in the earlier manuscripts and inscriptions of 
the Greeks.” It was not until the 9th century 
C.E. that punctuation came into general use. 
Although later Greek texts such as that of 
Westcott and Hort put the comma before the 
Greek word for “today,” they did so according 
to their own understanding and religious be* 
liefs. However, neither the comma nor any of 
the other punctuation was there in the older 
Greek texts.

Where, then, should the comma be put? What 
is the testimony of God’s own Word on this 
matter? What did Jesus himself say? Did he 
believe he was going to inherit his kingdom 
and be in some kind of Paradise immediately 
after he died, in that same twenty-four-hour 
period?

Earlier, to his disciples, Jesus stated: “The 
Son of man must undergo many sufferings and 
be rejected by the older men and chief priests 
and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day 
be raised u p ” (Luke 9:22) The two angels at 
the tomb told the women who had come there: 
“He is not here, but has been raised up. Recall 
how he spoke to you while he was yet in Gali- 
lee, saying that the Son of man must be de- 
livered into the hands of sinful men and be 
impaled and yet on the third day rise ”—Luke 
24:6, 7.

Jesus was not resurrected on the day he 
died, but on the third day from his death. Thus,
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Winning the case, she was permitted to rear י 
them as Catholics.

The newspaper reported the matter fully, ( 
even publishing the incident of this man’s j 
throwing his images into the river Liffey. 1 
From that time on, his wife refused to cook ! 
for him or to do his laundry. But the more j 
things she did to hurt him, the more loving 1 
he was to her. j

About four years ago this Witness became ♦ 
gravely sick with cancer of the liver. During I 
his long illness in the hospital, his son John j 
visited him each night, bringing various j 
friends. The boys who accompanied John to « 
the hospital were all Catholics. j

The father would ask John to read to him j 
the daily Bible text from the Yearbook of t 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. Then he would kindly {

•  At Luke 23:43, why does the New World 
Translation put the comma after the word 
“today” ?—E. D., U.S.A.

In the New World Translation of the Holy 
Scriptures Luke 23:43 reads: “And he said to 
him: Truly I tell you today, You will be with 
me in Paradise.* ” Jesus said this in answer to 
the following request of one of the evildoers 
hung beside him: “Jesus, remember me when 
you get into your kingdom.”—Luke 23:42.

However, other Bible translations punctuate 
Luke 23:43 differently. For instance, the King 
James Version says: “And Jesus said unto him, 
Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be 
with me in paradise.”

There is no question but that the position of 
the comma changes the meaning of the verse. 
In the King James Version the comma’s being 
placed before the word “today” makes it appear 
that Jesus told the evildoer that he would be in 
Paradise that very same day. This would mean 
that Jesus would have to come into his King- 
dom, and that Jesus, as well as the evildoer, 
would be in Paradise on that very day that he 
was speaking.

In the original Greek language of the Chris- 
tian Greek Scriptures, how is this sentence punc­
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Scriptures, in its rendering of Luke 23:43, is 
consistent with the truth of God's Word con- 
ceming the establishment of God's kingdom, 
the Paradise earth that will be restored under 
Kingdom rule, the condition of the dead, and 
where Jesus was during those three days.

Other translators have also seen the diffi- 
culty involving the comma in this scripture. 
The Riverside New Testament avoided the prob- 
lem by not putting in a comma at all, render- 
ing it: T  tell you truly to-day you will be with 
me in Paradise.'״ On the other hand, The New 
Testament by George M. Lamsa renders it: 
“Truly I say to you today, You will be with me 
in Paradise.'״ Also The Emphasised Bible by 
Joseph B. Rotherham reads: “Verily I say unto 
thee this day: With me shalt thou be in Para· 
dise."

So what Jesus was saying was that when 
God's kingdom by Christ was established at a 
time then future, and when Paradise was re- 
stored to the earth, this evildoer could expect to 
be resurrected to have an opportunity for eter- 
nal life. He would be included among those 
mentioned at Acts 24:15, where it states: ״There 
is going to be a resurrection of both the 
righteous and the unrighteous.'״ As an “unrigh· 
teous'״ person he would be resurrected and 
given the opportunity to learn of God's pur- 
poses and requirements. If obedient to God and 
his King-Son, he would live forever on that Par- 
adise earth, qualified to be among those of 
whom Psalm 37:29 foretold: ״The righteous 
themselves will possess the earth, and they will 
reside forever upon it."
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he could not have come into his kingdom on 
the day of his death. Then where was he during 
those three days, before his resurrection? Acts 
2:24 says: ״״God resurrected him by loosing the 
pangs of death, because it was not possible 
for him to continue to be held fast by it." So 
Jesus was in the grip of death during that 
time. Acts 2:27 further says concerning him: 
 You will not leave my soul in Hades, neither״״
will you allow your loyal one to see corruption.” 
Hence, Jesus was in Hades, which is mankind's 
common grave. And the Bible says that there is 
 -no work nor devising nor knowledge nor wis״״
dom in Sheol [LXX, Hades]." So he was out of 
existence in Hades, as was the evildoer.—Eccl. 
9:5,10.

Then, on the third day from his death, God 
raised Jesus from the dead as a mighty spirit 
creature. But the evildoer was not raised; he 
stayed in the grave.—1 Pet. 3:18.

When Jesus, after his resurrection, mate- 
rialized to appear to his disciples, they asked 
him: ״״Lord, are you restoring the kingdom to 
Israel at this time?" (Acts 1:6) Jesus showed 
that the answer was, No. The time had not yet 
come for his kingdom to be established.

Then, was God's heavenly kingdom, with Je- 
sus as king, established at any time during the 
lives of the apostles? No, for about sixty-three 
years after Jesus' death and resurrection the 
apostle John was inspired to write that God's 
kingdom was still in the future. (Revelation 
chapter 12) And it would be under that future 
kingdom that paradise would be restored.

,Thus, the New World Translation of the Holy
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS 
May 23: ״״Restoration of All Things of Which 

God Spoke." Page 233. Songs to Be Used: 
85, 111.

May 30: How ״״Restoration of All Things" Is 
Made. Page 240. Songs to Be Used: 114, 93.


