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CAN YOU

AVE you learned to wait—to wait

patiently? That is a lesson that
the Creator, Jehovah God, might be said
to be wanting to teach us earthly crea-
tures. And this he does both by his Book
of Creation and by his inspired Book, the
Holy Bible.

You cannot speed up the days, seasons
or years. Nothing that you or anyone else
on earth may do can accelerate the revo-
lution that the earth makes around the
sun in 365 and one-fourth days. Neither
can anyone hasten the seasons or the pace
at which the earth rotates on its own axis.
Each day takes twenty-four hours.

The farmer sows his seed, but then he
too has to wait. He cannot hurry matters
much, if at all. For some crops he has to
wait several years. His exercise of pa-
tience is set before Christians as an ex-
ample for them by the disciple James:
“Exercise patience, therefore, brothers....
Look! The farmer keeps waiting for the
precious fruit of the earth, exercising pa-
tience over it until he gets the early rain
and the late rain. You too exercise pa-
tience.”—Jas. 5:7, 8.

Jehovah God himself sets us an example
in waiting patiently. Thus the apostle Pe-
ter tells us that “the patience of God was
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waiting in Noah’s

days, while the ark

was being con-

structed.” Likewise

God exercised pa-
tience with his ancient wayward people of
Israel “until there was no healing.”—1 Pet.
3:20; 2 Chron. 36:15, 16.

Jesus Christ, God’s Son, also set a fine
example of waiting patiently. He knew,
as can be seen from the prophecies found
at Revelation chapters 19 to 21, that it
was God’s purpose for him to wipe out all
of God's enemies. And although upon his
resurrection he had the will and the power
to proceed against his enemies, he “sat
down at the right hand of God, from then
on awaiting until his enemies should be
placed as a stool for his feet.”—Heb. 10:
12, 13; Matt. 28:18.

Furnishing us another fine example of
waiting patiently is David the son of Jesse.
As a mere boy he was anointed by the
prophet Samuel to be the future king of
Israel. He showed himself to be Israel's
chief warrior by single-handedly slaying
the giant Goliath, and in battles against
the Philistines he slew ten times as many
as King Saul. When hunted like a dog by
envious Saul, David had several opportu-
nities to slay Saul and so take possession
of the kingdom that God had assured to
him. But no, David was willing to wait
patiently until the time when ‘Jehovah
himself would deal Saul a blow.’



FOR AN END OF WICKEDNESS

HE matter of patiently waiting has a

direct bearing on the question many
lovers of righteousness ask: “Why does
God permit wickedness?” There are some
who argue that wickedness proves that
God is not deserving of worship. Accord-
ing to them, either God is unable to stop
wickedness and therefore is weak and so
not deserving of our worship; or he is
unwilling to stop wickedness and there-
fore is not just and good and so likewise
does not merit being worshiped.

What about these objections? Are they
sound, incontrovertible? By no means! Je-
hovah God has a due time to end wicked-
ness. His Word tells us that he had a cer-
tain time to destroy the wicked in the
flood of Noah's day. (Gen. 6:3) He had
a certain time for freeing the Israelites
from Egyptian slavery. That is why he
did not at once destroy Pharaoh and his
military might when that Egyptian king
refused to let God’'s people go. As God
himself told Pharaoh: “For this cause |
have kept you in existence, for the sake
of showing you my power and in order to

have my name declared in all the earth.”
—Ex. 9:16.

Similarly, only when God’'s due time
came did he send his Son to the earth:
“When the full limit of the time arrived,
God sent forth his Son . . . that he might
release by purchase those under law.” Tru-
ly, “for everything [God has] an appoint-
ed time, even a time for every affair under
the heavens.” How wise it is therefore for
us to wait patiently for God's time for
things to take placel—Gal. 4:4, 5; Eccl.
3:1.

ASSURANCES THAT WICKEDNESS WILL END

That God will, indeed, bring an end to
wickedness he makes clear in his Word.
Why, from the very beginning he gave a
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prophecy that righteousness would tri-
umph, when he told the Serpent, Satan the
Devil, that his head would be bruised by
the seed of the woman, which seed proved
to be Jesus Christ—Gen. 3:15; Rev. 12:9;
Rom. 16:20.

Thus God repeatedly assures us by
means of his psalmists: “Just a little while
longer, and the wicked one will be no
more; . . . but the meek ones themselves
will possess the earth.” “Come, you people,
behold the activities of Jehovah ... He is
making wars to cease to the extremity of
the earth.” “All the wicked ones he will
annihilate.” And in the Bible's last book
we read that Satan and all his agents will
be destroyed and that, not only wickedness,
but even sorrow, pain and death will be
done away with.—Ps. 37:10, 11; 46:8, 9;
145:20; Rev. 20:1-21:4.

Not without good reason therefore does
Jehovah God tell us to wait patiently for
him: “Keep silent before Jehovah and wait
longingly for him.” Rather than rising up
violently against wicked conditions, as so
many are doing today, leave it to Jehovah
to straighten out matters. As the prophet
Jeremiah said after the destruction of Je-
rusalem: “Good it is that one should wait,
even silently, for the salvation of Jeho-
vah.”"—Ps. 37:7; Lam. 3:26.

AIDS TO WAITING PATIENTLY

What will help you to wait patiently for
Jehovah to act and to end wickedness?
One great aid is hope, based on faith. To
the extent that our faith is strong our
hope will be bright. To keep our hope
bright we must keep refreshing our minds
on God's promises regarding the future.
Another aid is to appreciate the wisdom of
waiting patiently. To chafe frustratingly
or to take matters into one's own hands
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can only make matters worse.—Rom. 8:
24, 25; 12:19.

Another great help is joy. “The joy of
Jehovah is your stronghold.” Joy gives one
strength. It was joy that gave Jesus Christ
the strength to wait and to endure. And
even as hope is built on faith, so joy is

Waiting may well be the course of
wisdom in one's everyday relations with
others. A young man may be courting a
young lady. Either he or she may be hasty
about getting married. But wisdom would
indicate not hurrying matters unduly.
Courting gives couples fine opportunities
to get to know each other better and to
adjust to each other. As has well been
said, “Married in haste, we may repent at
leisure.”

Then again, an employee may be very in-
dustrious and ambitious for advancement.
Here again, instead of chafing impatiently,
would it not be better to make the best of
all opportunities that lie before one to
prove one’s worth and to increase one’s
skills? It often happens that when one no
longer frets and chafes but becomes con-
tent, then a change for the better takes
place.

Patiently waiting is also the course of
wisdom in the family circle. Business mat-
ters, or other circumstances over which
he may have no control, such as heavy
traffic, may make a husband late in com-
ing home. Instead of fretting impatiently,
how much better for his wife to give him
the benefit of the doubt!

On the other hand, in certain matters
the wife may show herself slow, requiring
the husband to learn to wait patiently.

T HERE are other aspects of waiting.

fTkWATCHTOWER.
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built on appreciation. To the extent that
you appreciate God’'s goodness, your pres-
ent blessings, the pleasures of association
with fellow Christians, the privileges of
telling others the truths of God's Word as
Jesus did, you will have joy and be able to
wait patiently.—Neh. 8:10; Heb. 12:2.

Being angry will not help. He

may be able to help her to or-

ganize her affairs so as to be

more punctual. But, when the
schedule does not work as planned, rather
than chafe impatiently, how much better
for the husband to heed the advice of the
apostle Peter and ‘deal with his wife ac-
cording to knowledge, assigning her honor
as to a weaker vessel, the feminine one’
—1 Pet. 3:7.

Or it may be that a fellow Christian
alongside whom you are obliged to serve
has a weakness that grates on you and
of which he might not even be aware. Or
he may repeatedly trespass, requiring you
to forgive him, as it were, “seventy-seven
times.” Here again it is well to learn to
wait and have patience with him. He may
not be making as rapid progress as you
would like to see, but with the years there
may be progress nevertheless. Also here
God's Word has wise counsel, namely,
‘with long-suffering put up with one an-
other in love./—Matt. 18:21, 22; Eph. 4:
2, 3.

Truly it is the course of wisdom to learn
to wait patiently. It results in benefits to
ourselves and to those about us. Jehovah
God has his laws governing the universe,
and he has his own timetable for fulfilling
his purposes. He will not change his time-
table to suit us, any more than we can
cause him to change or hasten the days,
seasons and years. Faith, hope, joy and
appreciation will enable us to follow the
wise course of learning to wait patiently.



ther may say the
prayer when you eat
together. But what if
you eat by yourself?
Or what if you have a
meal with people who
do not thank Jehovah?
O YOU talk to Jehovah God? He Then you need to say your own prayer.

wants you to talk to him. When Do you always have to pray out loud?

you talk to God, this is called prayer. No. Jehovah can hear your prayer even

Jesus often spoke to his Father in heav- if you say it in your heart. So you can

en. Sometimes he wanted to be alone when say a silent prayer to Jehovah when you

he talked to God. One time, the Bible says, are with people who do not pray to God.

“he went up into the mountain by him- For example, you might say a silent prayer
self to pray. Though it became late, he when you eat lunch at school.

was there alone.”—Matt. 14:23. Should you bow your head when you

Where can you go to pray to Jehovah pray? Should you get down on your knees?
alone? Maybe you can What do you think?
talk to God alone be-  An article specially designed for Sometimes Jesus bent
fore you go to bed at parents to read with their children his knees when he
night. Jesus said: prayed. At times he

“When you pray, go into your private would lift his head toward heaven as he
room and, after shutting your door, pray prayed. And he also spoke about praying
to your Father.” Do you pray to God each to God while standing up.

night before you go to sleep? It is a good So what does this show? It shows that
thing to do.—Matt. 6:6. it does not matter what position you are

Jesus also prayed when other people in when you pray. God can hear you no
were with him. When he had meetings matter what position you are in. But at
with his disciples, Jesus would pray. You times it is good to bow your head when
can go to Christian meetings where prayer you pray. At other times you may even
is said. At these meetings usually an older want to get down on your knees as Jesus
person will pray. Listen carefully to what did. But, remember, you can pray to God
he says, because he is talking to God for at any time during the day or night and
you. Then you will be able to say “Amen” he will hear you.
to the prayer. The important thing in prayer is that

Do you know what it means to say Yyou really believe that Jehovah is listen-
“Amen” at the end of a prayer? It means ing. Do you believe that Jehovah hears
that you like the prayer. It means that you you? It is also important that you mean
agree with it, and that you want it to be Wwhat you say to God. Do you really mean
your prayer too. what you say in your prayers?

Jesus also prayed at mealtimes. He What should you say in your prayers to
thanked Jehovah for his food. Do you al- Jehovah? Tell me: When you pray, what
ways pray before you eat your meals? do you talk to God about?

It is good for us to thank Jehovah for Jehovah gives us so many good things,
the food before we start eating. Your fa- and it is right to thank him for them,
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isn't it? We thank him for the food we
eat. But have you ever thanked him for
the blue sky, the green trees and the pretty
flowers? He made those too. He also made
dogs that wag their tails, kittens that purr
and beautiful birds that sing. There are
so many things to thank him for!

Jesus’ disciples once asked him to teach
them how to pray. And the Great Teacher
showed them what were the most impor-
tant things to pray for. Do you know what
these things are? Get your copy of the
Bible and open it to Matthew chapter 6.
In verses 9 through 13 we find what many
persons call “the Lord's prayer.”

Here we learn that Jesus told us to pray
about God's name. He said to pray that
God’s name be sanctified or treated as ho-
ly. What is God’'s name? The Bible tells us
that it is Jehovah, and we should love that
name. Second, Jesus taught us to pray for
God's kingdom to come. This kingdom is
so important because it will bring peace
to the earth and make it a paradise. Third,
the Great Teacher said to pray for God's
will to be done on earth just as it is done
in heaven. That means
that we should do God'’s
will.

Jesus also taught us to
pray for the food we need
for the day. He said that
we should tell God that
we are sorry when we do
things that are wrong.

We should ask God to
forgive us. But first we
must forgive others if
they do wrong to us. Do
you do that? Finally, Je-
sus said, we should pray
that Jehovah God will
protect us from the wick-
ed one, Satan the Dev-
il. So, all of these are

3EeWATCHTOWEFL
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good things to pray to God about.

Jesus knew that some persons would
forget to pray. They would give up in
talking to God. So the Great Teacher
told a little story about the need to keep
on asking God for these right things and
not to stop praying.

Jesus said to make believe that you have
a friend who comes to visit you from far
away. He comes in the middle of the night.
Your friend is hungry after his long trip.
But you do not have any food in the house
and the stores are closed. What will you
do?

Perhaps you decide to go to a neighbor
to ask him to loan you some bread. But
what if the neighbor says: ‘Let me sleep.
It is late. I am in bed. | cannot get up
and give you anything’? What will you
do then?

Jesus said that if you beg that man over
and over again to get up, he will do it.
Even if he did not want to, he will get up
and give you some bread. God is not like
that man. God wants us to come to him
in prayer. But Jesus says that we should
keep on praying in order to show that we

really believe in God and
that we really mean what
we say.—Luke 11:5-9.

So we should believe
that Jehovah hears our
prayers and we should
keep on asking him. Then
God will answer our
prayers. Jehovah likes
to hear us pray to him.

He is happy when
we mean what we
say in prayer and
when we ask him
for the right things.
And he will give
us these things.
Do you believe
that?



nineteen hundred years after it was
first issued, a person can determine to
what extent the command has been car-
ried out and how well. If it is a command
that is bound to have an effect on the
whole world of mankind, then it deserves
our looking at it very carefully. What has
been done about that command until now?
The situation is real, for there is such a
command of worldwide importance. The
carrying out of the command has affected
the world. Whether we like the situation
or not, we are involved, even today.

LOOKING at a command more than

dead just forty days before that. Roman
soldiers had been used to put him to death.
He had been put to death because of the
charge that his accusers made out against
him, when they said to the Roman Gover-
nor Pontius Pilate: “This man we found
subverting our nation and forbidding the
paying of taxes to Caesar and saying he
himself is Christ a king.” In order to urge
on the execution of him by the Romans,
the accusers said further: “We have a law,
and according to the law he ought to die,
because he made himself God's son.” From
these accusations you will recognize the

2  When was the command issued, and bynan. He was Jesus Christ—Luke 23:2;

whom and to whom? It was issued on the
fifth day of the week, or, as we would say
today, on a Thursday, and on the twenty-
fifth day of the lunar month of lyar (or
Ziv), in the year 33 of our Common Era,
in the springtime of that year. Men have
even tried to mark the place about where
the command was issued, putting a shrine
over it, for it was issued on a famous
mountain to the east of Jerusalem, namely,
the Mount of Olives.

John 19:7.

4  The religious leaders of Jerusalem had

tried to hush up the facts about his res-
urrection. They tried to falsify the facts,
even by bribery. (Matt. 28:11-15) But, all
the same, Jesus Christ was fully alive
again on that Thursday, lyar 25 of 33 C.E.,
making his last appearance in flesh to his
faithful disciples. He gave them to under-
stand that the kingdom of David was not

3 The Commander was an unusual perIO be restored to the earthly nation of

son, a person who had come back from the

1. Why does a command issued nineteen centuries ago

deserve our looking at it very carefully today?

2. On what day of the week and month of what year

was that command issued, and where?

3. Why was the Commander an unusual person, and

what was his name?

Israel. Nor was it the time for the king-
dom of God then to be set up in the hands

4,5. (a) What had the enemies done with regard to
the fact of Jesus' resurrection? (b) What did Jesus
EOW tell his disciples to do as regards the facts about
im?

744
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of God's Messiah or Christ. Well, then,
were the disciples to let the case of Jesus
Christ drop? Were they to let the distorted
facts about him be broadcast world wide
by the instigators of his death and let all
mankind get no benefit from the life, death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ? Were
they to keep mum about the things that
they had seen and heard and shared in so
personally? Absolutely not! They were to
be empowered to do something about this,
but starting at the right time, namely, the
day for the fulfillment of the prophecy of
Joel 2:28-32 to begin. So he said to them:

5*You will receive power when the holy
spirit arrives upon you, and you will be
witnesses of me both in Jerusalem and in

SHeWATCHTOWER.
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all Judea and Samaria and to the most
distant part of the earth.”—Acts 1:8.

8 “Be witnesses!” That was what they

were commanded to do, and they would be
commissioned for this witnessing when the
holy spirit of God was poured out upon
them in fulfillment of Joel 2:28, 29, ten
days later, on the festival of Pentecost of
that same year, 33 C.E. They were to be
witnesses of Jesus Christ, not just to the
Jews who came to the festivals in Jerusa-
lem from various lands inside and outside
the Roman Empire and to all Judea and
Samaria, but “to the most distant part of
the earth.” That is, to the Gentile nations.

6. So from when on were the disciples to be witnesses
of Jesus, and to whom?

“You will be witnesses of me both in Jerusalem and in all Judea
and Samaria and to the most distant part of the earth.”— Acts 1:8.
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TThis witnessing was not to be dropped
when those disciples there on the Mount
of Olives died within that first century
of our Common Era. This witnessing
concerning Jesus Christ, of worldwide im-
portance, was of vital interest for all gen-
erations to come, be it even the last gen-
eration of the twentieth century. The
witnessing was to be continued through
the centuries, to be taken up by Christian
disciples whom those disciples there on the
Mount of Olives would yet make, and then
by the whole chain of disciples that would
follow, till indeed the most distant part of
the earth was reached with the witness.
And thus it has reached us today. We
have got involved. We are interested.

8This worldwide witnessing was to be
done under the invisible guidance of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Why so? Because, after
issuing this command of such long-range,
worldwide importance, Jesus Christ was
seen by the disciples there present to as-
cend heavenward and disappear by God's
miraculous power. The book of the Acts of
the Apostles, chapter one, verses ten and
eleven, informs us: “And as they were
gazing into the sky while he was on his
way, also, look! two men in white gar-
ments stood alongside them, and they said:
‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking
into the sky? This Jesus who was received
up from you into the sky will come thus
in the same manner as you have beheld
him going into the sky.”” The Messiah
was to come again!

WHAT PROGRESS TOWARD WORLD
CONVERSION?

9But where is the world conversion to-
day? Which “world conversion”? Why, do

7. Was this witnessing to Jesus to cease with the
death of those disciples, and how have we today got
involved with it?

8. Under whose guidance was the worldwide witnessing
to be done, and of what were the disciples assured
concerning the departing Jesus?

9. 10. (a) Why does the question of world conversion
here come up? (b) What does Dr. Adam Clarke’s
Commentary have to say on the parable of the leaven?

SfceWATCHTOWER
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those words of command of Jesus Christ
not mean the converting of the whole
world of mankind to Christianity before
the kingdom of God is set up in the heav-
ens and the thousand years of Christ's
reign begins? That is the way some Bible
commentators on those and other words
of Jesus Christ have understood them. For
instance, Jesus’ parable of the leavened
dough: “The kingdom of the heavens is
like leaven, which a woman took and hid
in three large measures of flour, until the
whole mass was fermented.” (Matt. 13:33)
On this the comment in A Commentary
and Critical Notes by Adam Clarke,
LL. D, says:

10“Both these parables are prophetic,
and were intended to show, principally,
how, from very small beginnings, the Gos-
pel of Christ should pervade all the nations
of the world, and fill them with righteous-
ness and true holiness.”—Page 155, col-
umn 2.

11 Regarding the stone that struck the
metallic image that was seen in the dream
of King Nebuchadnezzar, and that crushed
the image and then became a great moun-
tain filling the whole earth, Adam Clarke’s
Commentary says:

12“The stone began to strike the image,
when the apostles went out into every part
of the Roman empire, pulling down idola-
try, and founding Christian churches. . . .
But the great blow was given to the hea-
then Roman empire by the conversion of
Constantine, . . . The conversion of Con-
stantine took place while he was in Gaul,
A.D. 312, ... He terminated the reign of
idolatry in A.D. 331, by an edict ordering
the destruction of all the heathen temples.
This made christianity the religion of
the empire. ... It is the kingdom which
the God of heaven sets up. That this means
11, 12. What does Clarke's Commentary have to say

about the stone that struck the metallic image seen
in Nebuchadnezzar's dream?
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the whole dispensation of the gospel, and
the moral effects produced by it in the
souls of men and in the world, needs little
proof; for our Lord, referring to this and
other prophecies in this book, calls its in-
fluence and his gospel the kingdom of God,
and the kingdom of heaven; showing
thereby that it is ... a spiritual kingdom
raised and maintained by the grace of God
himself, in which he himself lives and
rules, governing by his own laws, influenc-
ing and directing by his own Spirit; pro-
ducing, not wars and contentions, but glory
to God in the highest, and on earth peace
and good will among men.”—Pages 3209,
3210, edition of 1836; Dan. 2:44, 45.

BlLess them a hundred years ago, in
1885, when the world’s population was
smaller and did not present so big a task,
the Methodist Bishop Foster, addressing
the M. E. Church Conference, on Novem-
ber 9th that year, said, as reported in the
public press:

KU“There is a lack of information on the
progress of Christianity. The facts are mis-
stated daily in pulpits all over the country.
Ministers hesitate to present the worst side
for fear of causing discouragement. They
create hopes that are never to be realized.
We are not at the dawn of the millennium.
Compared with the work to be done, the
past is nothing. Our children’s children
for ten generations to come must labor
harder than we are doing to accomplish
the conversion of the world. The world’s
population is 1,500,000,000. Of these Chris-
tians number less than a third. Half of
that third belong to the Roman Catholic
Church. The Protestants number 113,000,-
000. They are divided into 500 sects. And
this number of their strength includes also
all the thieves, ex-convicts, the debased,
besotted, the speckled and streaked in
13, 14. Back in 1885 what did Methodist Bishop Foster

have to say regarding the facts of the progress of
Christianity and the work ahead for world conversion?
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Christendom. . . . before us we have the
great problem—the 1,100,000,000 of pa-
gans to convert to Christianity. That is
the solid rock that looms up in our path.
Look at it; see what work has been done
in 1800 years, and how much is yet to be
accomplished____ It is a big loaf to be leav-
ened and it has been a long time working.”
—See The Watch Tower, as of January
1886, pages 3-6, under “Blind Guides.”

BAfter World War n ended on Septem-
ber 2, 1945, it seemed as if Christendom
was presented with the opportunity to ex-
pand its membership with a sudden spurt.
On December 10 of that year the Ameri-
can General MacArthur as military super-
visor of defeated Japan abolished Shinto-
ism as the national religion. Later,
freedom of religion was written into the
postwar Constitution of Japan, this being
patterned on the United States Constitu-
tion. Then on January 1, 1946, when the
Japanese Emperor renounced the theory
that he was a descendant from the sun god-
dess, so that he was not to be worshiped as
a god, this further removed an obstacle to
progress of Christendom in Japan. Gen-
eral Douglas MacArthur is reliably report-
ed as having turned down an offer by Em-
peror Hirohito to make Japan a “Chris-
tian” country. The New York Times re-
ports:

B6“The offer was rejected . . . because
the general believed it was wrong to im-
pose any religion on a people. General
MacArthur . . . said that after the sur-
render of the Japanese the Emperor had
privately declared his willingness to make
Christianity the state religion. The general
asked time to ‘think about it, . . . and
after considering the proposal replied to
the Emperor: ‘Never. No nation must be

15, 16. (a) After World War Il what obstacles were
removed from the progress of Christianity In Japan?
(b) Reportedly, what offer was made for making
Christianity the state religion, and how was the offer
treated?
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made to conform to any re-
ligion. It must be done on
a voluntary basis.” ... Gen-
eral MacArthur rejected the
Emperor’'s proposal, . . .
asking the American peo-
ple instead to send 10,000
missionaries. ‘We responded
with a handful of mission-
aries,” Mr. [Billy] Graham
said.”—N.Y. Times, as of
April 7, 1964, under “Gen-
eral Told of Barring Offer
to Create a Christian Ja-
pan.”

7  Japan then had a popu-
lation of 73,110,995. The
world population had in-
creased to 2,139,958,919.
Although tens of millions
of church members of
Christendom had killed off
one another in World War
Il, the membership of
Christendom was then re-
ported as being 592,406,542, or about
a fourth of the world population. To-
day, in 1970, Christendom’s membership
is rated at 924,274,000, which means less
than a third of the world population of
3,483,263,000, with over one thousand mil-
lion more non-Christians to be converted
to Christendom them in the year 1946.
Plainly, the growth of Christendom in its
program of world conversion is not keep-
ing up with the population explosion of
the non-Christian world. Who, then, is
wrong—Christendom or Jesus Christ and
the Holy Scriptures of the Bible? The hard
facts prove Christendom to be woefully
wrong, but Jesus Christ and the Bible to
be right.

17. In comparison of the growth of the world popula-

tion, does Christendom’s growth since that time prove
her to be correct about world conversion or Jesus
Christ?
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“ Jesus Christ and the

Bible never did predict

world conversion to Chris-

tianity before the thousand-

year reign of Jesus Christ.

They predicted worldwide

witnessing before the

“great tribulation” with

which this entire system of

things, including Christen-

dom, will disastrously end

shortly. In his prophecy on

the conclusion of the sys-

tem of things Jesus said:

“This good news of the

kingdom will be preached

in all the inhabited earth

for a witness to all the na-

tions; and then the end will

come.” (Matt. 24:3-14) In

his final word to his disci-

ples on the Mount of Olives

he said: “You will be wit-

nesses of me... to the most

distant part of the earth.”

(Acts 1:8) He did not say that Jerusalem

or all of Judea and Samaria or the most

distant part of the earth would be convert-

ed. They were not, and they have not been

converted. He foretold the destruction of

Jerusalem, that befell her in the year 70

C.E., and also the end of this present sys-

tem of things in the approaching “great

tribulation,” because they would not re-

pent and be converted by the witness given

to them. (Matt. 24:15-22) The witnessing
world wide is still in progress.

WITNESSES OF WHOM?
“ When Jesus Christ told his disciples,
“You will be witnesses of me,” did he

18. (a) What work did Jesus Christ and the Bible
predict would be done before the complete end of
this system of things? (b) He predicted the destruction
of Jerusalem and of this system for what reason?
19. What impression have the clergy of Christendom
given regarding the place of God’s name in connection
with the witness to Jesus?
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mean to detract their attention from the
Most High God? Did he mean that the
name of God was thenceforth to be put
in the background and that his own per-
sonal name was to be put to the fore and
be used almost exclusively? The way in
which the religious clergy of Christendom
act tends to give the world the impression
that that is what Jesus meant. But how
could Jesus Christ ever tell his disciples
not to be witnesses of the very One of
whom he himself was a witness?

DIn the very last book of the Bible,
that is, in Revelation 1:5, he speaks of
“Jesus Christ, ‘the faithful witness,’ ‘The
first-born from the dead, and ‘The Ruler
of the kings of the earth.”” But in Reve-
lation 3:14 the glorified Jesus Christ him-
self speaks and says: “These are the things
that the Amen says, the faithful and true
witness.” The “faithful and true witness”
of whom? Why, of no one else but God,
and that is why in the very next phrase
he gives further identification of himself
by adding: “the beginning of the creation
by God.” And the message that is intro-
duced with those words Jesus Christ ends
up by saying: “To the one that conquers
I will grant to sit down with me on my
throne, even as | conquered and sat down
with my Father on his throne.” (Rev. 3:
21) Jesus Christ thus bears witness to God,
his heavenly Father, as being his Creator
and Life-giver.

21Jesus was the Original One of God’s
creations. And some verses earlier, in
Revelation 3:12, Jesus Christ says: “The
one that conquers—I will make him a
pillar in the temple of my God, and he
will by no means go out from it any more,
and | will write upon him the name of my

20. In Revelation 3:14, 21, how does Jesus Christ bear
witness to God as his Creator and Life-giver?

21. In Revelation 3:12, Jesus Christ mentions whom
four times, and to indicate what relationship of this
one to himself?
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God and the name of the city of my God,
the new Jerusalem which descends out of
heaven from my God, and that new name
of mine.” In this promise he four times
mentions “my God,” to bear witness to
this One as being his own God, whom he
himself worships. He also calls attention to
God as having a name different from his
own name, to denote two separate indi-
viduals.

2 Jesus could not possibly tell his disci-
ples to put his own personal name before
that of the God to whom he prayed. In
his Sermon on the Mount he told his dis-
ciples: “You must pray, then, this way:
‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name
be sanctified.” ” Jesus prayed, not for his
own name to be sanctified, but for the
name of his Father and of their Father to
be sanctified. (Matt. 6:9) In the spring of
the year 33 C.E., after his triumphal ride
into Jerusalem, Jesus prayed aloud in the
hearing of a crowd of worshipers: “Fa-
ther, glorify your name.” Was there an
answer to Jesus’' prayer? The written ac-
count tells us: “Therefore a voice came
out of heaven: ‘I both glorified it and will
glorify it again.'” (John 12:23-28) Sev-
eral days later, after Jesus had introduced
what is called “the Lord’s supper,” he
prayed to God amid his eleven faithful
apostles, saying:

2Z“This means everlasting life, their tak-
ing in knowledge of you, the only true God,
and of the one whom you sent forth, Jesus
Christ. I have made your name manifest
to the men you gave me out of the world.

. Holy Father, watch over them on
account of your own name.”—John 17:3,
6, 11.

22, 23. (a) In his Sermon on the Mount and in the
midst of worshipers at Jerusalem in 33 C.E., how did
Jesus show whether his name was to be put before
that of God? (b) In his prayer after inaugurating
“the Lord’s supper,” what prominence did Jesus give
to God’'s name?
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“ After Jesus' resurrection from the
dead, Jesus appeared to his disciples who
had gathered together at a mountain in
Galilee and said to them: “Go therefore
and make disciples of people of all the na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the holy
spirit” (Matt. 28:18,19) Thus all the rec-
ord goes to prove that Jesus Christ did
not tell his disciples to shove aside the
name of God, his heavenly Father, and
put his own name, the Son’s name, ahead
of his Father's name. So, in his farewell
words to his disciples on the Mount of
Olives, he was not telling them to be, as
he said, “witnesses of me,” to the exclu-
sion of being witnesses of God, his heav-
enly Father. We must remember that Je-
sus Christ, like those Jewish disciples of
his, was bom of a Jewish woman and
“came to be under law,” that is, the law
given through the prophet Moses. (Gal.
4:4) Consequently, Jesus Christ, like his
Jewish disciples, was part of the nation of
Israel (or Jacob), to whom God spoke
these words by the mouth of his inspired
prophet Isaiah:

5 “And now this is what Jehovah ha§3

said, your Creator, O Jacob, and your
Former, O lIsrael: ‘Do not be afraid, for
I have repurchased you. | have called you
by your name. You are mine.’ ‘You are my
witnesses,” is the utterance of Jehovah,
‘even my servant whom | have chosen, in
order that you may know and have faith
in me, and that you may understand that
I am the same One. Before me there was
no God formed [by idol-worshiping na-
tions], and after me there continued to
be none. I—I am Jehovah, and besides me

24,25. (a) What, then, does Jesus’ command to his
disciples in the mountain in Galilee indicate as regards
his final command to them on the Mount of Olives?
(b) According to Isaiah 43:1, 10-12, Jesus as a born
Jew under the Law was obligated to be what toward
Jehovah?
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there is no savior. I myself have told forth
and have saved and have caused it to be
heard, when there was among you no
strange god. So you are my witnesses,’ is
the utterance of Jehovah, ‘and | am God."”
—Ilsa. 43:1, 10-12.

BUnavoidably, then, as natural-bom
members of the nation of Jacob or Israel,
Jesus and his disciples there on the Mount
of Olives were obliged to be God's wit-
nesses, witnesses of Jehovah. Jesus, when
in the flesh on earth, was a witness of Je-
hovah God, and so were his Jewish disci-
ples. After his resurrection from the dead,
Jesus Christ continued to be a witness of
Jehovah. The very last book of the Bible,
Revelation, which Jesus Christ was used
to give the Jewish apostle John, shows
the glorified Jesus Christ to be still wit-
nessing to Jehovah God. Revelation 19:
1-6 records four times the joyous cry,
“Hallelujah!” which is a Hebrew expres-
sion meaning “Praise you Jah!” the name
“Jah” being the abbreviation for Jehovah.
—Rev. 1:1, 2.

Z'To all eternity to come the heavenly
Jesus Christ will be a witness of Jehovah
od. Accordingly, by his words to his Jew-
ish disciples, “You will be witnesses of
me,” Jesus Christ did not lift from his dis-
ciples the obligation to be witnesses of
Jehovah God in fulfillment of Isaiah 43:1-
12. This held true even after the holy spir-
it was poured out upon them at Pentecost,
for first then they became spiritual Israel-
ites under a new covenant with Jesus
Christ himself as Mediator between God
and men.—Acts 2:1-38; Gal. 6:16; 1 Tim.
2:5, 6; 1 Pet. 2:9.

26. How does the last book of the Bible prove the
resurrected Jesus to be still a witness to the name of
Jehovah?

27. (a) By his command in Acts 1:8 did Jesus lift
from his disciples the obligation to be Jehovah's wit-

nesses? (b) Did this hold true even after they became
spiritual Israelites at Pentecost of 33 C.E. ?
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witnessing on the
part of the disciples of Je-
sus Christ has been going on now for more
than nineteen centuries. When, on the
Mount of Olives in the spring of 33 C.E.,
Jesus Christ said to his Jewish disciples,
“You will be witnesses of me,” he was
speaking to natural-born witnesses of Jeho-
vah. (Isa. 43:1-12; 44:8) But from then on,
or from the outpouring of God’s holy spirit
upon them ten days later at Pentecost in
Jerusalem, they were also to be witnesses
of Jesus. Why this additional witness? Was
this meant to take away anything from
their being dedicated witnesses of Jehovah
or even to take the place of their being
witnesses of Jehovah God? Rather than
detract from proclaiming God’'s name Je-
hovah and to put him in the overshadowed
background, the bearing witness of Jesus
was calculated to glorify Jehovah God yet
more. It was to give more pointedness,
more definiteness to the witnessing for Je-
hovah. It was to show that Jehovah had
not lied, but that, after more than four
thousand years, he at last had raised up
his Messiah or Christ.

2
ised Messiah or Anointed One was a mat-
ter of worldwide importance. It deserved to
be made known to the whole world of
mankind, even “to the most distant part
of the earth.” What Jehovah God himself
did deserved to be imitated by his faithful
witnesses on earth. What was that? Why,
1. (@) What additional witnessing was given to Jesus’
Jewish disciples from Pentecost of 33 C.E. onward?
(b) What effect was this to have on their witnessing
to Jehovah?

2. What provision, first referred to in the Garden of
Eden, had now become of worldwide importance?

Jehovah's providing of the long-prom

e »
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bear witness of the actual, historical Mes-
siah or Christ, Jesus the Son of God. About
the year 4026 B.C.E., Jehovah God had
said to the Serpent that had brought about
man’s downfall in the Garden of Eden:
“1 shall put enmity between you and the
woman and between your seed and her
seed. He will bruise you in the head and
you will bruise him in the heel.” (Gen. 3:
15) This was Jehovah's first reference to
the Messiah or Christ.

3When God vindicated his word of
promise by raising up his Messiah or
Anointed One, it would be necessary for
Him to identify his Messiah by bearing
witness to him in a supernatural way. All
mankind could repeat the request once
made to him: “May Jehovah prove to be
a true and faithful witness.” (Jer. 42:5)
Jehovah did do so.

41In the latter half of the year 29 C.E.,
after the baptism of his Son Jesus in the
Jordan River, he gave a visible manifes-
tation of his holy spirit descending upon
the baptized Jesus, and John the Baptist
heard God’s words from heaven: “This is
my Son, the beloved, whom | have ap-
proved.” Thereafter John the Baptist, a
Jewish witness of Jehovah, could bear wit-
ness of Jesus, that this one is the Messiah,
as John himself said: “l have seen it, and
I have borne witness that this one is the
Son of God.” (Matt. 3:13-17; John 1:29-
34) John from then on bore witness to
those who came to him to be baptized,
3. Hence what did Jehovah have to do in order to
show his word to be vindicated in this regard?

4. How did John come to be a witness regarding Jesus
to those who came to him for baptism?
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desiring to be prepared to become disciples
of Jehovah's Messiah or Christ.

6Three years later, at the Mount of
Transfiguration, Jehovah again bore au-
dible witness to his Messiah, Jesus. Three
disciples of Jesus, who saw this vision of
his transfiguration with supernatural glo-
ry, heard God's voice from heaven say:
“This is my Son, the beloved, whom I
have approved; listen to him.” After Jesus’
being resurrected from the dead these
three eyewitnesses told the vision to the
other apostles of Jesus Christ. (Matt. 17:
1-9) Years later the Christian apostle Pe-
ter wrote: “For he [Jesus Christ] received
from God the Father honor and glory,
when words such as these were borne to
him by the magnificent glory: ‘This is my
son, my beloved, whom | myself have ap-
proved.’ Yes, these words we heard borne
from heaven while we were with him in
the holy mountain.”—2 Pet. 1:12-18.

<All through the public career of Jesus
Christ on earth Jehovah bore witness to
the fact that that one was the foretold
Messiah by giving him the good news of
the kingdom of God to preach and by be-
stowing upon him miraculous powers.
Hence, when the apostle Peter was bear-
ing witness to the first Gentile converts
to Christianity, he could speak about Je-
hovah’s Messiah thus:

7“Jesus who was from Nazareth, how
God anointed him with holy spirit and
power, and he went through the land doing
good and healing all those oppressed by
the Devil; because God was with him. And
we are witnesses of all the things he did
both in the country of the Jews and in
Jerusalem; but they also did away with
him by hanging him on a stake. God raised
5. Three years later, how and where did Jehovah again
bear witness to Jesus, and how did Peter testify there-
to in writing?
6, 7. (a) How did God bear witness to Jesus all
through his public career? (b) How did Peter speak to

Cornelius about the part that God took in connection
with Jesus as the Christ?
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this One up on the third day and granted
him to become manifest, not to all the peo-
ple, but to witnesses appointed beforehand
by God, to us, who ate and drank with him
after his rising from the dead. Also, he
ordered us to preach to the people and to
give a thorough witness that this is the
One decreed by God to be judge of the liv-
ing and the dead.”—Acts 10:38-42.

8Extraordinarily powerful was the wit-
ness that Jehovah God the Almighty gave
to his Messiah by resurrecting him from
the dead. Calling attention to this over-
whelming divine testimony, the apostle
Paul could write to the Roman Christians:
“God's good news, which he promised
aforetime through his prophets in the holy
Scriptures, concerning his Son, who sprang
from the seed of David according to the
flesh, but who with power was declared
God's Son according to the spirit of holi-
ness by means of resurrection from the
dead—yes, Jesus Christ our Lord, through
whom we received undeserved kindness.”
(Rom. 1:1-5) Only God the Almighty
could give such a witness to prove who
was really Christ.

9Jesus Christ himself depended upon the
witness from God rather than on that of
men. To the Jews who had remained un-
convinced concerning his being the Mes-
siah, Jesus said: “If | alone bear witness
about myself, my witness is not true.
There is another that bears witness about
me, and | know that the witness which he
bears about me is true. You have dis-
patched men to John [the Baptist, then in
prison], and he has borne witness to the
truth. However, | do not accept the wit-
ness from man, but | say these things that
you may be saved.... But | have the wit-
ness greater than that of John, for the
8. What witness did God give to Jesus that was ex-
traordinarily powerful, as spoken of by Paul in Romans
E%.'1£J5p?0n whom did Jesus mainly depend for a witness

respecting him, and how did he explain this to the
Jews?
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very works that my Father assigned me
to accomplish, the works themselves that
I am doing, bear witness about me that
the Father dispatched me. Also, the Fa-
ther who sent me has himself borne wit-
ness about me. . . . You are searching the
Scriptures, because you think that by
means of them you will have everlasting
life; and these are the very ones that bear
witness about me.” (John 5:31-39) In this
way Jesus depended upon the most power-
ful and irrefutable witness, namely, that
of Jehovah God and of his inspired Word,
the inspired Bible.

DIn law courts of today the judges and
the jury are inclined to accept the witness
given by mere men and women who are
imperfect. Why should we not rather ac-
cept the witness of the perfect and never-
mistaken Almighty God, Jehovah? Every
legal reason exists for us to accept his in-
fallible testimony. If we do not do so, it
means that we are rejecting his testimony
and we are making him a liar. This is the
argument of the apostle John, in 1 John
5:9-12:

n“iIf we receive the witness men give,
the witness God gives is greater, because
this is the witness God gives, the fact that
he has borne witness concerning his Son.
The person putting his faith in the Son of
God has the witness given in his own
case. The person not having faith in God
has made him a liar, because he has not
put his faith in the witness given, which
God as witness has given concerning his
Son. And this is the witness given, that
God gave us everlasting life, and this life
is in his Son. He that has the Son has this
life; he that does not have the Son of God
does not have this life.”

10,11. (a) How does the acceptance of testimony in
human law courts contrast with accepting that of God?
(b) If we reject God’s witness, what do we make Him,
as argued by John in 1 John 5:9-12?
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2What if the witness that God gives
far exceeds that which mem could give?
That does not indicate that God is a liar
and that his witness is impossible. It is on-
ly to be expected that God would do a thing
that would be impossible for mere man
to do; just as the angel Gabriel said to
the Jewish virgin Mary concerning the
virgin birth of her Son Jesus (a thing that
more and more of Christendom’s clergy
claim it is impossible to believe): “With
God no declaration will be an impossibili-
ty.” (Luke 1:26-37) And it did not prove
to be an impossibility. The future ever-
lasting life of all mankind in a paradise
earth in perfect happiness depended upon
that virgin birth of the Son of God. So
it is a matter of everlasting life or ever-
lasting death for us according to whether
we accept or reject the witness given by
God.

BJesus Christ the Son of God pointed
to God’'s law as given to the Jews by the
prophet Moses and said: “In your own
Law it is written: ‘The witness of two
men is true.” I am one that bears witness
about myself, and the Father who sent me
bears witness about me.” (John 8:17, 18)
Here we have the mightiest basis for be-
lief, namely, the concordant witness of the
two greatest Personages in all existence,
Jehovah God and Jesus Christ.

U Certainly since Jesus Christ accepted
and depended upon the witness given by
his heavenly Father, Almighty God, all
who want to be true Christians should also
accept God's own testimony, in order to
imitate Jesus Christ. More than that, Jesus
Christ bore witness concerning the truth
because God his Father did so: like Fa-

12. (a) Why is it unreasonable to take the attitude
that God's witness is impossible for us to accept?
(b) What future of mankind depends upon the virgin
birth of Jesus?

13. According to John 8:17, 18, what is the mightiest
basis that we have for believing the witness given?
14. In order to imitate Jehovah God and Jesus Christ,
and to do what Jesus told his Jewish disciples, what
must we as true Christians do?
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ther, like Son. (John 18:37) And inasmuch
as Jehovah God himself has borne faithful
witness concerning Jesus Christ, then all
those who would imitate God, all those
who claim to be witnesses of Jehovah, all
those who claim to be followers of Jeho-
vah’s only-begotten Son, should and must
likewise do as Jesus Christ told his Jewish
disciples on the Mount of Olives: “Be wit-
nesses of me.”
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this witness concerning his Messianic Son
Jesus. Not in their own strength, but in
the help of Jehovah’s spirit they trusted
in order to deliver their testimony, acting
as Christian prophets. Just as the angel
told the apostle John, in Revelation 19:10:
“All I am is a fellow slave of you and of
your brothers who have the work of wit-
nessing to Jesus. Worship God; for the
bearing witness to Jesus is what inspires

5 By the marvelous witness that H@rophesying.” So, when violent opposition

gives concerning his Son Jesus Christ, Je-
hovah God magnifies himself more than
ever. He glorifies himself all the more as
the Almighty and true God who both
promised and produced the Messiah. He
gives all the more reason for his name as
the heavenly Father to be sanctified.
(Matt. 6:9) His name, Jehovah, still ranks
above that of his Son, Jesus. Those who
become witnesses of Jesus Christ still re-
main witnesses of Jehovah. They are first
witnesses of Jehovah God before witnesses
of his Son Jesus Christ. They are the
Christian witnesses of Jehovah with a
more wonderful message and in a more
privileged position than were those who
were faithful witnesses of Jehovah before
the coming of his Son Jesus Christ.—Heb.
11:1 to 12:2.

THE CONTENT OF THEIR TESTIMONY,
THEN AND NOW

18 Those disciples of Jesus Christ wh

heard his final command on the Mount of
Olives and who saw him ascend heaven-
ward faithfully obeyed what he told them
to do. They waited at Jerusalem till they
received the holy spirit from God through
Christ with which to bear witness to Je-
sus, exalting Jehovah God still more by

15. (a) By his witness to Jesus, what does Jehovah
do respecting his own name? (b) How are true Chris-
tians more privileged as witnesses than the pre-Christian
witnesses of Jehovah?

16. Why was it necessary for Jesus’ Jewish disciples
to wait in Jerusalem before entering in upon their
work of bearing witness to Jesus?

arose against their testifying, it was that
spirit that powerfully moved them; just
as we read, in Acts 4:31: “And when they
had made supplication, the place in which
they were gathered together was shaken;
and they were one and all filled with the
holy spirit and were speaking the word of
God with boldness.”

7All those who became disciples of
Christ back there in apostolic times during
the first century C.E. were able to testify
concerning Jesus Christ together with his
heavenly Father, Jehovah God. Testify
what? The written record that has the very
thing that “inspires prophesying” tells us
what they testified, what their testimony
contained. It tells us that the resurrected
Jesus said to his apostles: “Starting out
from Jerusalem, you are to be witnesses
of these things. And, look! I am send-
ing forth upon you that which is prom-
dsed by my Father [in Joel 2:28, 29]. You,
though, abide in the city [of Jerusalem]
until you become clothed with power from
on high.” (Luke 24:47-49) True to those
instructions, at Jerusalem, after the out-
pouring of holy spirit upon the disciples
the apostle Peter said to more than three
thousand Jewish celebrators at the feast
of Pentecost:

B“Actually David did not ascend to the

17, 18. (a) From where were those flrst-century disciples
to start testifying about Jesus Christ and Jehovah,
and after receiving what? (b) What did Peter testify
about Jesus at Pentecost?
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heavens, but he himself says, ‘Jehovah
said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand,
until | place your enemies as a stool for
your feet.” ' Therefore let all the house of
Israel know for a certainty that God made
him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus
whom you impaled.”—Acts 2:1-36.

9 The record for that day continues
to say: “And with many other words he
bore thorough
witness and kept
exhorting them,
saying: 'Get .
saved from this
crooked genera-
tion.”” (Acts 2:
40) Let it here be .
noted that the
apostle Peter,
while faithfully bearing witness of Jesus
Christ, did at the same time continue act-
ing as a witness of Jehovah, giving the
greater glory to Jehovah God for what he
had done in connection with his Messiah.

"Regarding the province of Samaria,
which bordered on the province of Judea,
we read: “However, those who had been
scattered [by the persecution under Phari-
see Saul] went through the land declaring
the good news of the word. Philip, for one,
went down to the city of Samaria and be-
gem to preach the Christ to them.... when
they believed Philip, who was declaring
the good news of the kingdom of God and
of the name of Jesus Christ, they proceed-
ed to be baptized, both men and women.
... When the apostles in Jerusalem heard
that Samaria had accepted the word of
God, they dispatched Peter and John to
them; and these went down and prayed
for them to get holy spirit. ... Therefore,
when they had given the witness thor-

of Faith?

19. While bearing witness of Jesus at Pentecost, Peter
continued to act as what and with greater glory to
whom?
20. How was the bearing witness to Jesus opened
up in Samaria, and was it introduced without reference
to God?
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oughly and had spoken the word of Je-
hovah, they turned back to Jerusalem,
and they went declaring the good news
to many villages of the Samaritans.”
(Acts 8:4-25) The believing, baptized Sa-
maritans received holy spirit when Peter
and John laid their hands upon them. They

omreceived the witness of Jesus, but this was

part of the preaching of the “kingdom of
God.” It was the
spirit of God that
they got.
2

after that wit-
ness of Jesus was
given to those cir-
cumcised Samari-
tans, the apostle
Peter was sent to
Caesarea at the northwestern tip of Judea
to give the witness of Jesus to the Italian
centurion Cornelius and his relatives and
friends.

2  Later, in explaining to the disciples at

Jerusalem why he had baptized those be-
lieving Gentiles, the apostle Peter said:
“If, therefore, God gave the same free
gift [of holy spirit] to them as he also
did to us who have believed upon the Lord
Jesus Christ, who was | that I should be
able to hinder God?” How did those dis-
ciples react to this report of the conver-
sion of the uncircumcised Gentiles? The
record says: “Now when they heard these
things, they acquiesced, and they glorified
God, saying: ‘Well, then, God has granted
repentance for the purpose of life to people
of the nations also.” ” (Acts 10:1 to 11:18)
Thus the giving of the witness of Jesus to
the uncircumcised Gentiles resulted in the
disciples’ giving glory to Jehovah God,
the Father of the Lord Jesus the Messiah.
21, 22. How did the introduction of the witness to Jesus

among the first Gentile converts result with reference
to God?
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ZBThereafter the apostle Paul was sent
forth as an “apostle to the nations.” (Rom.
11:13; Acts 13:1-4; 16:6-12) Concerning
his work in Corinth, Greece, we read:
“Paul began to be intensely occupied with
the word, witnessing to the Jews to prove
that Jesus is the Christ [or, Messiah].”
(Acts 18:5) When Paul was later held
prisoner in Jerusalem, the Lord Jesus said
to him: “Be of good courage! For as you
have been giving a thorough witness on
the things about me in Jerusalem, so you
must also bear witness in Rome.” (Acts
23:11) Two years afterward, when Paul
was held in custody in Rome, what did he
do? The record tells us: “He explained the
matter to them [his visitors] by bearing
thorough witness concerning the kingdom
of God and by using persuasion with them
concerning Jesus from both the law of
Moses and the Prophets, from morning
till evening.” (Acts 28:23) From there in
Rome Paul could write, even about the
year 61 C.E., to the Christian congrega-
tion in Colossae, Asia Minor:

2“The hope of that good news which
you heard, and which was preached in all
creation that is under heaven.”—Col. 1:23.

5Thus, even back there in the apostolic
days of the first century of our Common
Era, the prophetic words of Jesus Christ
had not proved to be false, namely, “You
will be witnesses of me both in Jerusalem
and in all Judea and Samaria and to the
most distant part of the earth.” But that
did not result in world conversion back
there nineteen hundred years ago. Jesus’
words were never meant to signify that.
But so mighty was the witness that was
given about him that the records of the
existence and early activities of the Chris-
23, 24. (a) According to the record, concerning whom
did the apostle Paul hear witness in Corinth and in
Rome? (b) At the time of his imprisonment in Rome,
how widely had the good news been preached?

25. (a) How did that fulfillment of Jesus’ words in
Acts 1:8 back there result as regards world conversion?

(b) How did that worldwide witness back there result
with regard to secular historians?
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tian congregation were not overlooked by
secular historians, but these non-Biblical
historians have borne witness to the reali-
ty of Christianity nineteen centuries ago.

TWENTIETH-CENTURY WITNESSING
WORLD WIDE

2B How true, then, have the words
Jesus proved to be now, so long after he
first spoke them? It is true and must be
admitted that Christendom has spread the
Holy Bible in hundreds of languages in
more than two thousand million copies of
all the Bible or parts of it. But has Chris-
tendom, in explaining those sacred Scrip-
tures, given a true witness concerning
Jesus Christ? The state of Christendom
today, as well as the state of the world of
which Christendom is a most powerful
part, obliges honest examiners to answer,
No!

Z'True Christianity is radically differ-
ent from the confusing mixture of hun-
dreds of sectarian religions that Christen-
dom now practices. Nevertheless, the
words of Jesus are being fulfilled today by
the same class of disciples as the ones to
whom he addressed his words back there
on the Mount of Olives in 33 C.E. Those
disciples back there were all witnesses of
Jehovah God, and that is what those who
today are bearing Scriptural witness of
Jesus are, whether natural Jews or Gen-
tile non-Jews.—Ilsa. 43:10-12.

BToday one’s bearing witness of Jesus
Christ means much more than it embraced
nineteen centuries ago. History has not
stood still. The fulfillment of Bible proph-
ecy has not stood still. Today, according
to the timetable of the Bible, the world
of mankind is living in “the time of the
end.” (Dan. 12:4; 11:40) Consequently,
26. What has Christendom done about spreading the
Bible message, and has she at the same time given a
true witness to Jesus?

27. What, then, must be said about the carrying out
of Jesus’ words in Acts 1:8 in our time?

28. What time period ended in 1914 C.E., and so what
does the bearing witness of Jesus Christ include today?

of
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true witnesses of Jesus Christ have to bear
witness of what has become true of Jesus
Christ during this “time of the end” that
began back in the year 1914, at the end
of the Gentile Times, or “the appointed
times of the nations,” in that year. (Luke
21:24; Dan. 4:16, 23, 25, 32) There the
time came for Jehovah God to put an end
to the trampling by the Gentile nations
upon the Kingdom right of his Messiah,
Jesus Christ. This he did by enthroning
his Son Jesus Christ and commanding him
to go subduing among his enemies until
they are finally broken to pieces in the
“war of the great day of God the Al-
mighty” at Har-Magedon. (Rev. 16:14;
Ps. 110:1-5; Heb. 10:12, 13) After his en-
thronement in heaven, World War | on
earth was overshadowed by the fact that
“war broke out in heaven” and Satan was
cast down to the earth.—Rev. 12:1-13.

DWho is it today that is witnessing
world wide concerning that birth of God's
Messianic kingdom and the victory of the
newly enthroned King Jesus Christ over
Satan the Devil and his demons? It is the
Christian witnesses of Jehovah since the
year 1914 C.E. Instead of consulting the
Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses for 1970,
let us turn to a secular channel for in-
formation about them. On page 448, col-
umn two, of The New York Times En-
cyclopcedic Almanac 1970, we read under
“Jehovah’s Witnesses” these words:

DIt is the belief of Jehovah's witnesses
that they adhere to the oldest religion on
earth, the worship of Almighty God re-
vealed in the Bible as Jehovah. ... All
of Jehovah's witnesses are considered to
be ministers of the gospel. . . . such min-
isters preaching, teaching the people of
all nations that God's word is true and
29, 30. Who today are bearing witness to those events

of this “time of the end,” and how does a secular
channel of information verify this?
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that their only hope is in the Kingdom of
Jehovah under Christ Jesus, which has
been established to rule over earth and
replace all governments.”

8lWitnessing to Jehovah God and his
Son Jesus Christ in 206 lands around the
globe deserves to be called “worldwide
witnessing,” does it not? Certainly! Is the
debased Satan the Devil pleased at this
witnessing concerning God's Messianic
kingdom? Revelation 12:13-17 indicates
No, saying: “Now when the dragon [Sa-
tan] saw that it was hurled down to the
earth, it persecuted the woman [God’s
heavenly organization] that gave birth to
the male child [the Messianic kingdom].
. . . And the dragon grew wrathful at the
woman, and went off to wage war with the
remaining ones of her seed, who [1] ob-
serve the commandments of God and
[2] have the work of bearing witness to
Jesus.”

2Since World War | this persecution of
these Kingdom witnesses has continued.
For how much longer? Hardly much lon-
ger, for concerning the debased Dragon Sa-
tan the Devil the triumphant heavens
have announced: “Woe for the earth and
for the sea, because the Devil has come
down to you, having great anger, knowing
he has a short period of time.” (Rev. 12:
12) After the oncoming “war of the great
day of God the Almighty” at Har-Maged-
on, where all his visible earthly organi-
zation will be destroyed, the Devil and his
spirit demons reach the end of their “short
period of time.” Then they will be bound
and removed from the vicinity of earth
by being hurled into “the abyss,” unable

31. (a) What indicates whether their work is a
“worldwide witnessing” ? (b) How does Revelation 12:17
show whether the Devil is pleased at their witnessing
work?

32. (a) What indicates whether this persecution of
these Kingdom witnesses will go on much longer?
(b) What, then, was the worldwide witnessing to
Jesus meant to accomplish?
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to deceive and seduce the nations during
the thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ
over the earth and its inhabitants. Thus
the bearing witness to Jesus Christ world
wide is not meant and never was meant
to convert the world of mankind to Chris-
tianity. As a witness, it merely serves no-
tice upon the political nations before their
end comes at Har-Magedon. Thereby they
have had their warning!

BWhen God's war at Har-Magedon pro-
ceeds to destroy all such enemy nations,
the worldwide witness will have served its
purpose. It will end, just as Jesus Christ
foretold, declaring: “This good news of
the kingdom will be preached in all the in-
habited earth for a witness to all the na-
tions; and then the end will come.” (Matt.
24:14) “In all the nations the good news
has to be preached first.” (Mark 13:10)
Were the “end” to come tomorrow, it
33. (a) What did Jesus’ prophecy indicate as to whether
there will be an end to this worldwide witnessing?

(b) What decision is ours now to make before the
worldwide witness ends?
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could never be said by the nations that
this prophecy has failed to be fulfilled.
Evidently, though, the climax of this
worldwide witnessing is yet to be reached.
But all evidence is persuasive that the
climactic end is near. When it does come,
shortly, where will it find us? Lined up on
the side of the unconverted nations? Or
lined up on the side of the invincible king-
dom of Jehovah God in the hands of his
Son Jesus Christ? The decision is for each
one of us to make now, before the end
of the worldwide witnessing occurs accord-
ing to God's will.

AHappy will all those be who are then
found on the side of the Kingdom, yes, all
those who will have had an active share
in giving this never-to-be-repeated world-
wide witness to God’'s Messianic kingdom
and to whom he can then say: ‘You are
my witnesses and the witnesses of my
Son Jesus Christ, the King, and | am your
God Jehovah.—Isa. 43:12; Acts 1:8.

34. Who will be the happy ones when the time for the
worldwide witnessing ends?

Sheand the Children Had Changed!

GREEK family moved to South Africa.
hile there the wife became very inter-
ested in the Bible's message of truth as
presented by Jehovah's witnesses. Not much
later she and her children had to return to
Greece to help her sick parents. Before she
left, her husband stressed to her that the
children were to be brought up in the Ortho-
dox church. While in Greece, however, the
woman continued her study of the Bible and
made rapid progress in her knowledge of its
teachings. Glowing letters about what she was
learning now began reaching her husband.
So he decided to return to Greece “to put a
stop to this whole business before it gets
too far.”

Upon his arrival there, he was met by a
very happy family that had made great
changes. Whereas his wife was formerly an
incorrigible gossiper and troublemaker, he
found that she was now liked and respected
by all. And his children, who had been so

unmanageable, had now become most respect-
ful. Needless to say, he was pleasantly sur-
prised by all this. Nevertheless, he felt that
he still had to put his wife right about her
religion.

So, taking her Bible, off he went to the
village church to note the differences between
it and the one in the church. He found no
differences. In fact, in his investigation he
found the name leova (Jehovah) in the
church Bible, and he wondered why the priest
had never mentioned it. He returned home
very thoughtful. “This religion of yours is
good,” he said to his wife. “I know now that
you will always be faithful to me as a wife
and that my children are better than they
have ever been. You continue in this religion
and give me something to read.” He then
returned to South Africa, where he, too, be-
gan studying the Bible with Jehovah's wit-
nesses.
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O t . greengrass...
The green grass has
dried up, the blossom has
withered; but as for the
word of our God, it will
last to time indefinite.”
True to his promise, Je-
hovah God's Word has
lasted throughout the
many, many centuries since it was first
penned, and that in spite of all the efforts
of God's enemies to destroy his Word by
ridicule and by persecution!—Isa. 40:6, 8.

In seeing to it that his Word was pre-
served, Jehovah could have performed a
continuous miracle. He could have either
preserved the original manuscripts or kept
their copies free from transcribers’ and
translators’ errors, but he chose to do
neither. Rather, he saw fit to guide mat-
ters in such a way that, with few excep-
tions, no significant errors have crept into
the text.

We can have confidence that the copies
we have today are faithful copies of the
original writings. This is to be seen from
the Dead Sea Scroll of Isaiah. Authorities
date this scroll as having been written be-
fore our Common Era. It bears eloquent
testimony to the carefulness with which
Bible copyists did their work. A compari-
son of it with the earliest Masoretic text,
produced more than a thousand years lat-
er, shows that only very insignificant
changes crept in during a thousand years
of copying!

It
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Many Bible lovers who
have obtained copies of
the World Transla-
tion of the Holy Scrip-
tures have wondered why
they found differences
between it and the Bible
to which they had been
accustomed, usually the
King James Version.

Why? As to the Christian Greek Scrip-
tures, the differences are primarily be-
cause the New World Translation is based
on the Westcott and Hort Greek text,
whereas the King James Version was based
on what is referred to as a Textus

tus or “Received Text.”

As students of the Bible are well aware,
the Christian Greek Scriptures were origi-
nally written in what is known as koinS
or “common” Greek during the first cen-
tury of our Common Era. However, it was
not until the beginning of the sixteenth
century that a Greek “New Testament”
was produced for general circulation. The
printer of it was a man named Froben, of
Basel, Switzerland. He commissioned Eras-
mus, a leading scholar of the time, to rush
through a Greek “New Testament.” This
Erasmus did in ten months, and it ap-
peared in 1516. Because of the haste with
which he worked, its text was filled with
errors. Many of these were gradually elim-
inated in further editions that appeared in
1519, 1522, 1527 and 1535.

In the preface of his text Erasmus
wrote: “l vehemently dissent from those
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[the Church of Rome] who would not
have private persons read the Holy Scrip-
tures, nor have them translated into the
vulgar tongue,” that is, into the language
of the common people. While in his edi-
tions he also made critical remarks about
the Roman Catholic clergy, Erasmus never
summoned up sufficient zeal or courage to
give the common people of Europe the
benefit of God's Word by translating it
into one of their own tongues.

THE “RECEIVED TEXT”

The text of Erasmus was a literary sen-
sation. This, together with its reasonable
price, resulted in its becoming the first
Bible “best seller.” In fact, it might be
said that his editions really started some-
thing, for then one publisher after another
brought out his own editions. Among these
were the Parisian Stephanus, the Swiss
Beza and the Dutch Elzevir; none of whose
editions, however, differed greatly from
Froben’'s Erasmus text. Luther used the
1519 edition of Erasmus for his own trans-
lation into German. Among the editions
based on Erasmus’ text was one that be-
came the Textus
Text for Great Britain and the basis for
many English versions including the Chris-
tian Greek Scripture portion of the King
James Version.

How good was this Received Text?
There was no question about its being the
Word of God. However, it did leave much
to be desired as far as accuracy was con-
cerned, and that for more than one good
reason. First of all, Erasmus was able to
consult only a handful of Greek manu-
scripts.* Even more serious was the fact
that all of these were of late origin. As
a rule, the older a handwritten manuscript

* Of these there may have been as few as five; at the
most eight. These, however, did not consist of the
complete Christian Greek Scriptures but rather of one
or more sections into which these Scriptures were
generally divided for copying by hand: (1) the Gospels,
(2) Acts and the general letters of James through
Jude, (3) the letters of Paul, (4) Revelation.
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is, the fewer copying errors it is likely to
have. Then there was also the matter of
the haste with which Erasmus did his
work. He himself admitted that his edi-
tion was “rushed through rather than
edited.”

In spite of these unfavorable aspects of
the editions by Erasmus, which applied
with almost equal force to the Received
Text, this text remained the standard for
more than two hundred years. Among the
first to bring out his own text was the
German scholar Griesbach; although it is
said that he did not rid himself entirely
of the influence of the Received Text.

The first one to do so was Lachmann,
a professor of ancient classical languages
at Berlin University. As one authority put
it, Lachmann “was the first to found a
text, wholly upon ancient evidence; and

did much toward breaking the super-
stitious reverence for the textus
After him came Tischendorf, a truly out-
standing scholar who discovered the Sina-
itic Manuscript in a monastery on the Sinai
Peninsula. While Tischendorf was busy in
rmany. Tregelles did very fine work in
8?5% ,i\é?’ldr?ging out a text that J. B.
Rotherham used for the first two editions
of his Emphasised Bible.

WESTCOTT AND HORT

All this activity of refining reached its
peak in the labors of two British Bible
scholars, B. F. Westcott and F. J. A. Hort.
Like Tischendorf and Tregelles, these men
were firm believers in the divine inspira-
tion of the Scriptures. This fact no doubt
helped to account for both their zeal as
well as their sound judgment.

Westcott and Hort worked on their
Greek text for twenty-eight years, from
1853 to 1881. While working independently
of each other, they continually compared
notes. “They gathered up in themselves,”
as A. Souter puts it, “all that was most
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valuable in the work of their predeces-
sors.” They took every conceivable factor
and every pertinent probability into con-
sideration.

Their work has been termed “the most
important contribution to the scientific
criticism of the New Testament yet made.”
Rotherham used it for his later editions,
speaking of Westcott and Hort as “con-
summate masters of textual criticism.”
Goodspeed states in the preface of An
American Translation (1923):

“1 have closely followed the Greek Text
of Westcott and Hort, now generally ac-
cepted. Every scholar knows its superiority
to the late and faulty texts from which
the early English translations from Tyn-
dale to the Authorized Version were
made.” The text of Westcott and Hort also
served as the foundation of the Greek
Scripture portion of the American Stan-
dard Version (1901) and the Revised
Standard Version (1946).

The translators of the Revised Standard
Version also used a still later, very au-
thoritative text, that of Nestle, which text
the New World Bible Translation Commit-
tee also consulted. That Committee, as can
be seen from their footnotes, made com-
parisons with many other fine texts, both
in Greek and in other languages. For ex-
ample, they consulted nineteen Hebrew
versions of the Christian Greek Scriptures
that served as a basis for their using the
divine name Jehovah in many places in
the Christian Greek Scriptures.

The Westcott and Hort Greek text is
now available to all Bible lovers in The
Kingdom Interlinear Translation of the
Greek Scriptures. One of the latest prod-
ucts of the New World Bible Translation
Committee, it was released in 1969 at the
“Peace on Earth” International Assembly
of Jehovah's Witnesses.

This scholarly work has on each page
a wide column and a narrow one. In the
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wide column to the left there appears the
Westcott and Hort text and under each
Greek word the English equivalent, a
word-for-word translation. In the narrow
right-hand column appears an improved
text of the 1961 New World Translation.
This Kingdom Interlinear Translation also
contains much valuable information in its
introduction and appendix, and regarding
the Greek language itself on the front and
back endsheets.

The foregoing accounts for many of the
differences between the New World Trans-
lation and the King James Version and
other old versions. The more striking dif-
ferences consist of things appearing in the
older versions that are not found in the
later ones or that are shown only in foot-
notes. Why is that? Because most copy-
ists’ errors are additions to the text rather
than omissions. Thus Bible scholars today
agree that the last twelve verses of the
Gospel of Mark (16:9-20) and the first
eleven verses of the eighth chapter of the
Gospel of John were not part of the origi-
nal writings. And neither were the words
“in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the
Holy Ghost: and these three are one. And
there are three that bear witness in earth,”
which are found at 1 John 5:7, 8 in the
Douay and the King James versions.

THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES

The Hebrew Scriptures were produced
by God’s penmen from the time of Moses
to Ezra’'s time. Today none of the original
writings are known to be in existence; only
copies of copies. However, from the begin-
ning great care was exercised in their
preservation, including authorized copies
of them.

Because the Jews became a widely scat-
tered people, from the time of their return
from Babylon there was an increased de-
mand for copies of the inspired Hebrew
Scriptures. Such handwritten copies con-
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tinued to be made particularly until the
invention of printing from movable type
in Gutenberg's time. Today in various li-
braries of the world there are 1,700 hand-
written copies of various parts of the He-
brew Scriptures. Until recently there were
no copies, save a few fragments, older than
the tenth century. But starting with the
finding of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947,
many far older Hebrew Scripture scrolls
have come to light. The most valuable of
these is the Dead Sea Scroll of Isaiah,
which, as already noted, experts date as
being written before our Common Era.
The men who copied these manuscripts
from the time of Ezra to the time of Jesus
were the scribes or sopherim. These men
felt compelled at times to make changes
in the text, as when they thought the text
implied some indignity to Jehovah God.
Their successors were the Masoretes, the
“lords of tradition.” These were exceeding-
ly scrupulous and not only refrained from
changing anything but were careful to re-
store the changes that the sopherim made,
in particular restoring the divine name
Jehovah. The earliest and most reliable
Masoretic manuscript that has been made
available to modem Bible scholars is the
Ben Asher Masoretic text of about 930 C.E.

This is the text that one of the leading
Hebrew scholars of the twentieth century,
Rudolf Kittel, and his associates and suc-
cessors used in producing the third and
later editions of the Biblia Hebraica. Its
7th, 8th and 9th editions (1951-1955) were
used by the New World Bible Translation
Committee in producing their version of
the Hebrew Scriptures. The Committee
also consulted other fine Hebrew texts,
especially that of the eminent scholar D.
Ginsburg, following his text as the main
reading in a number of places.

The New World Bible Translation Com-
mittee also used for purposes of compari-
son leading earliest translated texts. The
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most important of these is the Greek
Septuagint. It began to be produced in 280
B.C.E., reputedly by seventy scholars, from
which fact it got its name. It is the ver-
sion that was mainly used by the writers
of the Christian Greek Scriptures, as can
be seen from both their direct and indirect
guotations.

The Committee also consulted the lead-
ing Latin version, Jerome’s Vulgate. He
translated it from the original languages
into the then common language of the peo-
ple, for which reason it was called the
Vulgate or “vulgar” version. Published at
the beginning of the 5th century C.E., it
also is referred to many times in the foot-
notes of the first and 1963 editions of the
New World Translation.

Also consulted and deserving mention
are the Samaritan Pentateuch and the
Aramaic Targums. The Samaritan Penta-
teuch is actually a transliteration rather
than a translation. That is, the Hebrew
words were simply put in the characters
of the Samaritan alphabet, making it pos-
sible for Samaritans to read but not nec-
essarily understand it. It was produced
during the fourth century B.C.E., although
extant copies go back only to the tenth
century C.E. The Aramaic Targums were
the earliest translations, or more correctly
stated, paraphrases of Bible books. But
they were first put in writing at the be-
ginning of the Common Era, until then
being transmitted only by word of mouth.

The scholarly basis for the renderings
found in the New World Translation of
the Holy Scriptures, as noted in the fore-
going, gives confidence in the accuracy of
this translation. Further giving us con-
fidence in it is the fact that the members
of the New World Bible Translation Com-
mittee firmly believe in the divine inspira-
tion of the Bible, knowing that it is indeed
the Word of God and that “the saying of
Jehovah endures forever.”—1 Pet. 1:25.
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and |
are now in our
seventies, elderly
it is true, but pos-
sessed of awealth
of memories that
we cherish and
delight to pass
on to those who
will follow. (Ps. 78:6, 7) Why are these
memories so precious? Because they have
to do with things we were privileged to
do by the undeserved kindness of Jeho-
vah, “the Master of the harvest,” and his
fellow worker, Christ Jesus. Would you
like to hear about some of them?

It was back in 1922, in the difficult post-
World War | years, that my quest for
some explanation of world turmoil led me
to the shelves of our home library. I was
drawn to a set of books with silver letter-
ing entitled “Studies in the Scriptures.”
I had often seen them before, but now I
decided to read them. And, do you know,
I found in their pages just what | needed,
what | wanted most in life.

My next step was to inquire for the
meeting place of the Bible Students, as
Jehovah'’s witnesses were then known. At
the conclusion of the first meeting that
| attended, there was a call for volunteers,
and that very next Saturday | was out as-
sisting in the distribution of booklets deal-
ing with the Scriptural views on the dead
and spiritism. That marked the beginning
of a satisfying life that has produced un-
told spiritual rewards.

It was in that same year that | met my
future wife, Daisy Manning. We do thank
Jehovah for his kindness in keeping us to-
gether and permitting us to enjoy a life
of teamwork in his service.

In that decade of the 20’s there did not
seem to us to be many who were paying
attention to God’'s message for that time,
but since then we have learned that there
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must have been many thousands who, in
that period, commenced a life of dedica-
tion to God. Since entering the full-time
preaching activity as “pioneers” in 1924,
we have come to know and love many of
them. Others we are looking forward to
meeting at that grand assembly of “the
congregation of the first-born” mentioned
at Hebrews 12:23.

In 1928 we left England for America to
attend the international convention of Bi-
ble Students in Detroit, Michigan. We
learned that there was much territory to
cover with the Kingdom message, and so
decided we would continue our pioneer
ministry on this continent. After tempo-
rarily serving with the Watch Tower So-
ciety’s Canadian branch in Toronto, we
applied for entry into the United States as
permanent residents. From then on we
pioneered or worked full time preaching
God’s kingdom in county after county and
state after state until we had covered some
thirty counties in eight states.

SOLVING PIONEER PROBLEMS

Yes, pioneering has its problems, but at
least they do not include a grumpy boss,
or unpleasant fellow employees, or bad
work conditions, or work that is distaste-
ful. The full-time ministry or pioneer ser-
vice in those days kept one on the move,
for it was mainly covering the territory
with Bible literature, and stopping briefly
to help people organize their own family
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Bible study. We had to be ready to make
many moves and cover vast distances.

We had heard that some pioneers were
cutting down on expenses by building their
own home on wheels, so a fellow Witness
from Youngstown, Ohio, helped us to build
one. It was nothing like the streamlined
mobile homes of today. In fact, motorists
had other names for it when they wanted
to pass us on the road. It was seventeen
feet long, seven feet wide, and the roof
about seven feet from the ground. The
roof was made of an old sail and the sides
were of galvanized sheets, the whole
mounted on an old Ford chassis. For al-
most fifteen years it served us as home,
and certainly made it possible for us to
stick with the full-time ministry.

At Matthew 7:7 the New World Trans-
lation of the Holy Scriptures uses the
forceful verb forms “keep on asking,”
“keep on seeking,” “keep on knocking.”
Many pioneer ministers can relate that it
has been necessary to do just those things
when looking for a place to stay in some
strange town. After searching and asking
all day and on into the evening, it would
usually happen that the only appropriate
place in the community was finally located.
Without persistence and trust that Jeho-
vah through his angels was and is direct-
ing the interests of his Kingdom-preaching
work on earth we would tend to give out
easily.

RELIVING OUR EARLY PIONEER DAYS

Among the most thrilling experiences of
our lives is the study of the Watch Tower
Society’s publications “Then Is Finished
the Mystery of God” and “Babylon the
Great Has Fallen!” God's Kingdom Rules!
Why? Because as we read in them the
historical facts that have been fulfilling
the visions of the apostle John in the Bible
book of Revelation, we actually relive
events that we observed personally and in
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which we participated as full-time min-
isters.

In our early years, remember, all the
congregations of Bible Students were made
up of those who had a heavenly hope, who
hoped one day to enter heaven as part of
Christ’s Bride class. (Rev. 21:2) But then,
true to the Bible prophecies, the “other
sheep” specifically mentioned by the Lord
Jesus began to make their appearance.
(John 10:16) A happy encounter with just
this kind of people comes to mind.

It was in Clinton, Indiana, where we
had prison experience in 1934. We were
warnhed to get out and never return with
our house-to-house preaching of God's
Word. But the Society thought differently,
and we were assigned to go back. This time
things turned out very differently. An
elderly couple, well known to the town of-
ficials and the townspeople, having read
about our case in the newspaper, came
with a property bond to set us free. We
had never met them before, but, true to
the description at Matthew 25:35, 36, they
did visit us in prison and they did extend
hospitality to us until our case was settled.

We have observed, too, the foretold
great speedup in the Lord’s great ingather-
ing of sheeplike persons. What once took
years to accomplish now takes but a few
months. For example, a farmer we called
on early one summer morning was up in
his cherry tree, but not so high that we
could not talk to him. The question of
“hellfire” came up, as it often did. As he
himself later declared: “While 1 was up
in that tree 1 was a believer in ‘hellfire;
but when I came down | was no longer a
believer.” That night he came in search of
us ‘just to see what kind of people we
were.” The following Saturday he was on
the street with us holding up The Watch-
tower to passersby. He never looked back.
Both he and his sons entered the pioneer
ministry, preaching God’s truths full time.
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Then more recently in Kentucky we had
another joyous experience. We were pre-
paring some land for our home close by
the highway. We would be out there be-
tween six and eight each morning. A State
trooper turned in one morning, faced his
car to the road, the engine still running,
and then came over. “I'm just curious
about what you are doing,” he said.

The conversation soon turned toward
the Bible’s message and, with one eye on
the highway, he listened. He confessed that
his being in a position to have to kill some-
one in line of duty or for self-protection
was a matter on his conscience. He re-
sumed his patrol, but came back later, and
a study was arranged for both him and
his wife. They made excellent progress. In
due course he resigned from the force and
is now at some other job in Texas, with a
clear conscience. His wife was baptized re-
cently, and he may follow her soon, we
hope. They write to us as though we were
closer than relatives.

Time would fail me to tell of all the
wonderful things that have happened as
a result of making the pioneer ministry
our way of life. Time and again at as-
semblies we have people come up and say:
“Don’t you remember us? You were the
first ones to bring the message of the
Kingdom to our door.” And if we had not
been pioneers we would not have had the
privilege of being appointed to the “zone
service” in 1938. That service is now
known as “circuit work,” for it involves
visiting a circuit of congregations as spe-
cial representatives of the Watch Tower
Society, with a view to aiding those con-
gregations to progress in their service to
Jehovah.

It was in this field of activity that we
observed at first hand the marvelous ex-
pansion of the Kingdom interests and the
inception and growth of many new con-
gregations, especially after the appoint-
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ment of overseers and ministerial servants
in the congregations in a theocratic man-
ner. Until then appointments had been
made in the democratic manner of each
one voting for his choice. Imagine what a
long way we have come from those begin-
nings of theocratic organization to the
present time, where we now have the in-
valuable handbook "Your Word a Lamp
to My Foot,” and the monthly paper King-
dom Ministry, filled with suggestions for
our ministry.

PIONEERING IN FOREIGN FIELDS

With the death of the Society’s second
president, J. F. Rutherford, and the elec-
tion of its third president, N. H. Knorr,
an era of expansion and ever greater privi-
leges came for those who had made pio-
neering their way of life. What next
opened up for us was the opportunity to
attend the Fifth Class of the Society’s Gil-
ead School for missionaries. Upon com-
pletion of the five-month study course, we
were assigned to British Guiana. How ex-
citing! Yes, and how satisfying!

To sit down on the dirt floor of a palm
hut and talk to the Hindu or Amerindian
folk about God's kingdom, teaching them
a really new way of life, gives a satisfac-
tion that is beyond compare. Seeing those
humble people respond to Bible teaching
and then willingly dedicate their lives to
God is an experience that will never fade
from our minds.

While in Guiana (now Guyana) we usu-
ally spent so-called vacation periods wit-
nessing to all we could meet in the bush
of the Northwest District, 200 miles from
the coast and bordering Venezuela. The
inhabitants were Caribs and other Indian
tribes, besides the mixture of six nations
that make up the bulk of the country’s
population. Ferries, steamer bus, train and
truck were used as required to get to our



766

destination. With vis went provisions, lit-
erature, personal baggage and a bicycle
—this last being essential for traveling the
dirt roads to reach the Indian trails.

These trails lead in all directions and
a person must use his memory or break
off some twigs at the junctions of paths if
he wants to be sure of a safe return. When
any member of the cat family is encoun-
tered on the trail, it is customary to stand
perfectly still and stare it down. Eventual-
ly the creature moves quietly out of one’s
way. Monkeys pass high in the treetops,
screaming their protest at intruders, while
the sloth, hanging upside down, will eye
a person lazily as he passes by. One does
not stop to pet him, for he has vicious
claws, and that appearance of slow mo-
tion is just a cover-up. Here and there in
the clearings one may get a glimpse of
colorful toucan birds feeding on the fruit
of the papaya tree.

As we look back, something that stands
out in memory is the eagerness with which
people came long distances to see our film
of an international convention of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses. Picture for yourself a
large compound in the forest, where offi-
cial buildings, including the police station,
were located. Here, outdoors, we had a
great crowd of eager viewers. Then on the
steamer, during the return trip downriver,
on one occasion, there was a popular de-
mand to see the film. With the captain’s
approval the screen was set up on deck and
the projector was operated from a cabin
window. Catholic and Anglican priests
were on board. Though they had not con-
descended to see the film on land, they
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were now, perhaps unwilling, viewers on
board. Indeed, it was from their cabin that
we ran the film. The passengers later plied
them with questions that only one of Je-
hovah’s witnesses could answer.

Our fifteen years in Guyana passed all
too quickly. There, too, we had many evi-
dences of the Lord’s blessing on the pio-
neer way of life, for we saw multitudes
beam their appreciation of God's grand
message of hope for all peoples. Il health
forced us to return to the United States,
but we had seen the number of Kingdom
preachers in Guyana grow from 50 to 800,
and there are now well over one thousand
joyous proclaimers of Jehovah’'s name in
Guyana.

Yes, our way of life as pioneers has been
filled to the brim and overflowing with
the greatest joys, joys undimmed by the
selfishness of secular life. We are grateful
for the measure of health and strength we
still retain, enabling us to carry on in the
joy-producing pioneer ministry. Our way
of life has helped us to feel a close per-
sonal relationship to Jehovah God and his
Son, Christ Jesus.

Surely to the youth, to the unencum-
bered in all congregations of Jehovah’s
people, the call is loud and dear! The call
to the pioneer way of life is urgent. Those
who will respond and work diligently dur-
ing the years immediately ahead will have
the great satisfaction both of doing Jeho-
vah's will and of laying up a store of pre-
cious memories that can be related to the
children of the resurrection. If you do not
have such memories, you certainly cannot
relate them.

“Jehovah is the portion of my allotted share and of my cup. You
are holding fast my lot. The measuring lines themselves have
fallen for me in pleasant places. Really, my own possession has
proved agreeable to me. | shall bless Jehovah, who has given me

advice. . . .

I have placed Jehovah in front of me constantly”

—Ps. 16:5-8.



= What is the “third heaven” and “paradise”
to which 2 Corinthians 12:2, 4 refers?—R. B.,

U.S.A.

At 2 Corinthians 12:2-4 the apostle Paul de-
scribes one who was “caught away ... to the
third heaven” and “into paradise.” Since there
is no mention in the Scriptures of any other
person having had such an experience, it seems
likely that this was the apostle Paul's own
experience. Whereas some have endeavored to
relate Paul's reference to the “third heaven”
to the early Rabbinical view that there were
stages of heaven, even a total of “seven heav-
ens,” this view finds no support in the Scrip-
tures.

When we examine the context, it becomes
apparent that the apostle is not referring to
the heavens within earth's atmospheric expanse
or to outer space. The apostle wrote: “lI shall
pass on to supernatural visions and revelations
of the Lord. | know a man in union with Christ
who, fourteen years ago—whether in the body
I do not know, or out of the body | do not
know; God knows—was caught away as such
to the third heaven. ... he was caught away
into paradise and heard unutterable words
which it is not lawful for a man to speak.”
—2 Cor. 12:1-4.

It therefore appears that the reference to
the “third heaven” relates to the spiritual
heavens and indicates the superlative degree
of the rapture in which this vision was seen.
In this regard, one can note the way words
and expressions are repeated three times at
Isaiah 6:3, Ezekiel 21:27, John 21:15-17 and
Revelation 4:8, evidently for the purpose of
expressing an intensification of the quality or
idea.

Caught away to the “third heaven,” the
vision-viewer entered “paradise” and heard un-
utterable words. A key to understanding Paul's
description of the vision is found in the prophe-
cies of the Hebrew Scriptures that relate to the
restoration of God's ancient people. Through-
out many of the prophetic books of the Bible
divine promises are found regarding the resto-
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ration of Israel from the lands of its exile to
its desolated homeland. God would cause that
abandoned land to be tilled and sown, to pro-
duce richly and to abound with humankind and
animalkind; the cities would be rebuilt and
inhabited and people would say: “That land
yonder which was laid desolate has become
like the garden of Eden.”—Ezek. 36:6-11, 29,
30, 33-35; compare lIsaiah 51:3; Jeremiah 31:
10-12; Ezekiel 34:25-27.

However, these prophecies also show that
paradise conditions related to the people them-
selves. By faithfulness to God, they could now
“sprout” and flourish as “trees of righteous-
ness,” enjoying beautiful spiritual prosperity
like a “well-watered garden,” showered by
bounteous blessings from God due to having
his favor. (Isa. 58:11; 61:3, 11; Jer. 31:12; 32:
41) The people of Israel had been God's vine-
yard, his planting, but their badness and apos-
tasy from true worship had caused a figura-
tive ‘withering away' of their spiritual field,
even before the literal desolation of their land
took place.—Compare Exodus 15:17; lIsaiah 5:
1-8; Jeremiah 2:21.

Thus the paradise envisioned by the apostle
Paul could refer to a spiritual state among
God's people, as in the case of fleshly Israel.
This can be seen from the fact that the Chris-
tian congregation was also God's “field under
cultivation,” his spiritual vineyard, rooted in
Jesus Christ and bearing fruit to God's praise.
(1 Cor. 3:9; John 15:1-8) As such it had re-
placed the nation of Israel in God's favor.
—Compare Matthew 21:33-43.

Paul's vision, nevertheless, must logically
have applied to some future time. An apostasy
was due to set in among the Christian congre-
gation, was already working in Paul's day, and
would result in a condition like that of a
field oversown with weeds. (Matt. 13:24-30,
3643; Acts 20:29; 2 Thess. 2:3, 7; compare
Hebrews 6:7, 8.) So, Paul's paradise vision
would not reasonably apply while such was the
case. Rather, it would evidently relate to the
time of the “harvest season” when the genuine
Christians would be gathered by the angelic
reapers and would enjoy rich blessings and
spiritual prosperity from God.

The anointed footstep followers of Jesus
Christ who are living today are indeed enjoying
a spiritual paradise, as can be seen from the
spiritual prosperity now evident among them.
In fact, the spiritual prosperity today under
God's established kingdom is more glorious
than that enjoyed during the apostolic days,
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the initial period of Christianity. Sharing in
today's spiritual prosperity are the “great
crowd” of “other sheep” who look forward to
enjoying a literal paradise here on the earth in
the near future.—Rev. 21:1-4.

= On what basis is the prophecy at Ezekiel 21:
25-27 applied to Judean King Zedekiah?—A. S.,
U.S.A.

The prophecy in question reads: “As for you,
O deadly wounded, wicked chieftain of Israel,
whose day has come in the time of the error of
the end, this is what the Lord Jehovah has
said, ‘Remove the turban, and lift off the
crown. This will not be the same. Put on high
even what is low, and bring low even the high
one. A ruin, a ruin, a ruin | shall make it. As
for this also, it will certainly become no one's
until he comes who has the legal right, and I
must give it to him."”

The general agreement among Bible scholars,
Jewish, Catholic and Protestant, is that this
prophecy does indeed apply to the last Kking
of Judah, Zedekiah, and not without good
reason. Ezekiel tells that he began to prophesy
in the fifth year of the exile of King Jehoia-
chin, which began in 617 B.C.E. (Ezek. 1:2)
King Nebuchadnezzar replaced King Jehoiachin
with King Zedekiah, Jehoiachin's uncle. (2 Ki.
24:12-17) King Zedekiah was therefore ruling
when Ezekiel began to prophesy. He certainly
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proved to be a “wicked chieftain.”—2 Ki. 24:
18-20.

Chapter 21 of the book of Ezekiel begins
with a prophecy directed against Jerusalem and
“against the soil of Israel,” and verses 20 and
21 tell that the king of Babylon would come
against Judah and Jerusalem. Since King Zede-
kiah was the only, as well as the last, king of
Israel that was ruling during the time that
Ezekiel prophesied, it follows that Ezekiel 21:
25-27 must apply to him.

And this prophecy did indeed have fulfillment
upon him and in his time. It said, “Remove the
turban, and lift off the crown.” This King Neb-
uchadnezzar did for him, taking off Zedekiah's
royal turban and removing his crown by taking
him into captivity in Babylon. The prophecy pro-
nounced a threefold, that is, a thorough-going
ruination, and that also took place with the
utter desolation of Jerusalem and Judah. As a
result of this the “low” pagan Gentile ruler
Nebuchadnezzar was “put on high” and “the
high one,” King Zedekiah, sitting on David's
throne, was brought “low.”

Further, since King Zedekiah was the last
of the line of King David to sit upon an earthly
throne in Jerusalem, it was indeed true that
after him “it will certainly become no one's
until he comes who has the legal right, and
I must give it to him.” That one, as the virgin
Mary was told by the angel Gabriel, was none
other than the Son of God, Jesus Christ.— Luke
1:32, 33; 22:28-30.
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