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Father

V */which art in
heaven, Hallowed be
thy name. Thy king-
dom come.”

These words*
must be among the
most well known by
men. Quite possibly
you were taught to
memorize them at
your mother’s knee.
Perhaps even now
whenever you hear them
spoken they evoke in you
the kind of response that is natural to
familiar and well-loved things. It may
even be that you are among those who,
even in this materialistic age, still use
those very words in prayer or teach them
to your children. If so, it indicates your
interest in the things of God, including his
kingdom.

But have you ever seriously pondered
the significance of the words in that model
prayer? What does the word “kingdom”
mean to you? A government with a king
ruling over specific territory? This is what
the word “kingdom” usually means, does
it not?

* Quoted from Matthew 6:9,
King James Version of the Bible.

10 according to the

What is the Kingdom?
What will it do for mankind?
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It is vital that
you give thought to
this matter, for only
accurate knowledge
concerning God’s
kingdom will enable
you to conform to
God’s will and have
his blessing when
his kingdom has
“come,” and his will
is done on earth. In-
deed, how can one

submit to the rule of a
kingdom, cooperate with its
policies and so experience the benefits of
its administration if one has no conception
of what that kingdom is, where it is lo-
cated and for what purpose it functions?

But, you may ask, should not my
church supply the answers to these ques-
tions? Surely, if knowledge of God’s king-
dom is so essential to a Christian’s welfare,
one might expect that the clergy would
have something to say on the matter. Sur-
prisingly to many, the coming of God'’s
kingdom is not a subject on which much
is being said by the clergy of our day.
And this may indeed seem strange, since
Jesus foretold that in our time “this good
news of the kingdom will be preached in
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all the inhabited earth for a witness.”
—Matt. 24:14.

THE CLERGY’'S VIEW OF GOD’S KINGDOM

Why is this so? For one thing, as you
may be well aware from comments in the
public press, more and more of the clergy
are rejecting the belief that the Bible is
wholly inspired by God. They tend to view
the Bible as a book of moral precepts or
as a philosophy of life. Hence they view
its prophecies, including those about God's
kingdom, as expressing only human aspi-
rations rather than being inspired expres-
sions of God’'s purpose. Obviously, those
who fail to appreciate what the Kingdom
is cannot provide the guidance or vital en-
couragement to ‘seek first the kingdom.’
— Matt. 6:33.

You have perhaps heard clergymen
speak of the Kingdom as “something per-
sonal and spiritual, an experience of the
heart.” (The Encyclopaedia of Religion
and
by Royston Pike, 1951 edition) But is that
all there is to God’s kingdom—some spiri-
tual condition within the hearts of people?

The words of Jesus at Luke 17:21 ac-
cording to the King James Version of the
Bible, namely, “the kingdom of God is
within you,” have been cited to support
this view. But logically, this could not be
what Jesus meant. The context shows that
Jesus addressed those words to his ene-
mies, the Pharisees. It could hardly be
said to them that they were undergoing
a fine “experience of the heart,” “some-
thing personal and spiritual.” Indeed, they
directly rejected God's kingdom and its
king Jesus Christ, saying, “We have no
king but Caesar.”—John 19:15.

While the kingdom of God was cer-
tainly not within them, it could be said to
be among them or in their midst. Why?
Because the appointed King of the King-
dom was present there. Correctly, then,
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modem translations of the Bible render
this passage: “The kingdom of God is in
your midst,” or “is among you.”—
New English Bible, Jerusalem Bible.

A GOVERNMENT TO BRING AN END TO
THIS WICKED SYSTEM

With Christ as appointed King present
on earth, the message could go forth: “The
kingdom of the heavens has drawn near.”
(Matt. 10:7) This message the Pharisaic
religious leaders rejected and they tried
to prevent others from accepting Jesus
and putting faith in the Kingdom. As Je-
sus told them: “You shut up the Kking-
dom of the heavens before men; for you
yourselves do not go in, neither do you
permit those on their way in to go in.”
—Matt. 23:13.

Notice, though, that it is a heavenly
kingdom—*“the kingdom of the heavens.”
Jesus promised his anointed followers that
they would share in this heavenly govern-

Religionsunder entry “Jesus Christ’ment in its rule over the earth. As a

“little flock” they would be taken from
earth to heaven to be “priests of God and
of the Christ, and will rule as kings with
him.” (Luke 12:32; Rev. 20:6) Under the
blessed administration of that heavenly
government a great crowd of believers
from “all nations and tribes and peoples
and tongues” are to enjoy life and bless-
ings in the earthly territory or domain
of the Kingdom.—Rev. 7:9; Matt. 25:34.

Yes, the kingdom of God means a gov-
ernment in heaven with a heavenly king,
Christ Jesus. Its rule will extend to this
earth to transform it into a paradise of
peace and happiness, that the words of
the psalmist might be fulfilled: “The meek
ones themselves will possess the earth,
and they will indeed find their exquisite
delight in the abundance of peace.”—Ps.
37:11.

That will be quite a change from
the present troubled state of the world!
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How will such a
change come
about? Simply
and effectively by
God’'s kingdom,
backed by Jeho-
vah God’s al-
mighty power,
destroying this
present system
with its conflict-
ing political and
national govern-
ments. Does the
Bible truly fore-
tell such a thing?
Clearly and force-
fully it does: “In
the days of those
kings the God of
heaven will set
up a kingdom
that will never be
brought to ruin.
And the kingdom
itself will not be
passed on to any
other people. It
will crush and
put an end to all
these kingdoms,
and it itself will stand to times indefinite.”
—Dan. 2:44.

SUPPORTERS OF KINGDOM
NO PART OF THIS WORLD

Did the thought occur to you as you
read the foregoing: “I've never heard that
preached in the churches I've attended”?
Why not? Because of the two points al-
ready mentioned: the clergy’s lack of faith
in the Bible as being God’'s Word, and a
misconception of what the Kingdom is.

There is still another potent reason for
the present attitude of the clergy toward
the Bible teaching about the Kingdom. Do
you recall those words of the Jewish re-
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God’s kingdom will transform this earth into a paradise
of peace and happiness

ligious leaders quoted earlier: “We have
no king but Caesar”? This simply meant
that the Pharisees and others cast in their
lot with Caesar, the human political gov-
ernment of the day. They preferred its
visible and immediate protection and ap-
proval to the hazards of following Jesus
as King and pinning their hopes on a
future, coming heavenly kingdom. In this
way those religious leaders made them-
selves part of that world system.

On the other hand, of those who fol-
lowed him and really put faith in the
kingdom for which he taught them to
pray, Jesus said: “They are no part of
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the world, just as I am no part of the
world.”—John 17:16.

As the history of the first few centuries
of our Common Era shows, those early
Christians were no part of the world and
kept separate from its political disputes.
Their separateness was not just in their
mental outlook, but could be seen and ob-
served by others, since they applied the
above words of Jesus in a practical way
in their lives.

This separateness of the early Chris-
tians was not out of some obstinate desire
to be different, but because to them God’s
promised kingdom was a reality. They be-
lieved in it and served it as the only gov-
ernment that could bring lasting life and
blessings. As Eugene A. Colligan and Max-
well F. Littwin in their book World
to the New put it: “They preferred the
Kingdom of God to any kingdom that
they might serve on earth. The early
Christians were ready to die for their
faith.”

Do you find that attitude toward God's
kingdom reflected today by the religious
leaders of Christendom? Do they show the

Clergy involvement in politics is well known. Might it be that this
involvement explains why they do not stress belief in God’s kingdom
as the hope for mankind?
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same attitude toward involvement in this
world’s political activities as did the Chris-
tians of the first few centuries after
Christ? Do they manifest in a clear way
by what they say and do that they prefer
God's kingdom to the kingdoms of men?

Rather, is there not a willingness on
the part of the clergy to get involved in
political matters, in other words, to be
part of the world? How, then, can we ex-
pect to hear from these professed teach-
ers of Christianity a clear, uncompromis-
ing preaching about God's kingdom, which,
as we have seen, is to bring this system
of things to its end?

The present state of faithlessness on the
part of Christendom’s clergy toward the
Bible's teachings stems from the apostasy
that set in following the death of the
apostles of Jesus. This apostasy was not
only in matters of doctrine, but was mani-
fest also in the apostate Christians’ atti-
tude toward the world. Commenting on the
situation of the church when “Christiani-
ty” became the established religion of the
Roman state and following the “conver-
sion” of Constantine, The Theological

Dictionary by
Henderson and
Buck states:

“The simplicity
of the Gospel
was corrupted,
pompous rites
and ceremonies
were introduced,
worldly honours
and emoluments
were conferred
on the teachers
of Christianity,
and the King-
dom of Christ in
good measure
converted into a
kingdom of this
world.”
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In all honesty, would you not agree
that these words still aptly apply to the
teachers of Christendom today?

KINGDOM BLESSINGS SURE FOR MANKIND

‘God's kingdom come’ will mean the
most joyful of blessings for believing man-
kind. As noted above, it first brings to
an end this wicked system of things. That
will mean the removal from the earth of
wickedness, hatred, discrimination, injus-
tice, violence and war—all the things that
threaten the peace and safety of man and
rob him of his happiness.

God’s kingdom will bring in global peace
and security. (Isa. 9:6, 7; Ps. 46:8-11)
Security means the safety of your person,
property and family from attack by
thieves or hoodlums, and even from ac-
cidental injury caused by the foolishness
or selfishness of others. Do you not long
for such peace and security? They can
be yours in the not-distant future if you
bring your life into harmony with God’s
will and put faith in his kingdom as the
only hope for mankind. This means your
giving heed to Jesus’ admonition in the
Sermon on the Mount to “keep on, then,
seeking first the kingdom and [God's]
righteousness.”—Matt. 6:33.

PEOPLE WHO SEEK FIRST GOD'S KINGDOM

Really, it is this seeking first God’s
kingdom that particularly identifies Jeho-
vah's witnesses as being different from
other religions. When you think of it, do
you have any other regular callers at your
door who have as their purpose the de-
claring of the “good news of the Kking-
dom”? Noting this, Charles S. Braden in
his book These Also Believe stated: “It
may truly be said that no single religious
group in the world displayed more zeal
and persistence in the attempt to spread
the good news of the kingdom than the
Jehovah's Witnesses.”
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Jehovah’s witnesses accept the Bible as
the Word of God. They offer no apologies
for doing so. They have studied the Bible
and are confident of its truthfulness de-
spite the growing materialistic attitude of
the majority of people today and despite
the lack of faith in the Bible demonstrated
by so many leaders of Christendom.

Jehovah's witnesses accept what the Bi-
ble says about God's kingdom. They re-
fuse to water down the Bible's teachings
just to tickle the ears of selfish men. In-
stead, they appeal to those who still be-
lieve in a Supreme God and in his Son Je-
sus Christ to study the Bible and learn
God's will and thus establish their faith
firmly on the Bible's promises.

What, then, will you do? That is a mat-
ter for your personal decision. But to help
you decide wisely, consider these timely
questions: Has the religion with which
you are now associated educated you in a
knowledge of the Bible? Has it given you
a strong faith in God's kingdom, a faith
that provides you with a positive, opti-
mistic view of the future? Does it preach,
as the Bible does, that the only hope for
man is the kingdom of God? Does it teach
that Bible prophecy indicates that the
blessings of God's kingdom are to be re-
alized on earth soon?

If not, is it not time seriously to con-
sider a change in your pattern of religious
association? Would it not be the course
of wisdom to seek out those who do have
faith in God's kingdom and who will help
you to learn what the Bible teaches about
the Kingdom? Be assured that Jehovah’s
witnesses will be glad to help you to do
just that. Indeed, they warmly invite you
to associate with them, to study the Bible
with them, to share with them the con-
fident, happy hope that they have in God's
everlasting kingdom.



HAVE a book published in

1889 that explains all about
this war and saying it would come in
1914.” So said my brother-in-law in April
1915 as we two discussed the then de-
teriorating world situation. |1 asked to see
this book, and it turned out to be The
Time Is at Hand by Charles Taze Russell,
founding president of the Watch Tower
Bible and Tract Society. Right away I
devoured its message.

Seeing that 1 was so gripped by what
I read, my brother-in-law offered me this
book and two others by the same author.
How delighted | was with their treasures
of Bible knowledge! | studied them all
carefully, beginning with The Divine Plan
of the Ages. Not having been indoctrinat-
ed with any of Christendom’s false teach-
ings, my mind was open to facts and Bible
reasoning.

I was and still am a slow reader, with
only a moderate education, so it all took
time. But from the first 1 was certain that
I had found the truth about the Bible.
I wrote the Watch Tower Society’'s of-
fice in Melbourne and obtained all other
books and Bible references available. By
the time two years had passed | had read
all six of Pastor Russell's “Studies in the
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Scriptures.” What a spiritual feast!
And to think that the perfect Creator
was offering heavenly life to those
who would be patterned after the im-
age of his own Son'—Rom. 8:29.

But who was | to aspire to such a
glorious goal? Gleniffer on the Bel-
linger River, New South Wales, Aus-
tralia, was the place of my birth in
December 1888. We lived on a dairy
farm, and there | continued until
I was twenty-five. From Novem-
ber 1913 | was a tram conductor
in Sydney up to and following the
time | began to take a keen inter-

est in the Scriptures. But
now a big change in my
life was to take place.

THE START OF THE COURSE

One morning in February 1917, in the
course of a conversation with a man riding
on the tram, | started to tell him what
I had been learning from the Bible. Jesus
Christ reported to his disciples the things
he had heard from his Father. How could
I do other than tell people about what
I was learning? Well, this man turned out
to be a Bible Student (as Jehovah's wit-
nesses were then known) and he invited
me to attend a study group. Imagine my
joy at finding fifty others with whom
I could study and discuss the precious
truths. From that time on | never looked
back. The more | studied, the more valu-
able the truth became, the more | wanted
to follow in Jesus’ steps.

Then came the publication of The Fin-
ished Mystery. This book created quite a
controversy. It was surely an outspoken
condemnation of false religion! Though
some felt timid about pushing its dis-
tribution to the public, I wanted to have
a share in getting out as many copies as
possible. We had studied about “Babylon
the Great” and it was now our opportu-
nity to share in exposing what the Bible
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called “the great harlot.” Jesus, too, had
exposed false religion during his ministry.
His followers can do no less.—Rev. 17:1, 5.

In due course | received fifty copies of
this much-debated book and had the privi-
lege of organizing a few fearless ones for
house-to-house distribution on the week-
ends. | was baptized in October of that
same year, 1917. 1 was now obligated to
conform my life to the perfect example
left by Jesus. The few of us in those days
had the whole city of Sydney as our ter-
ritory. It was truly “virgin” territory, with
marvelous opportunities for arousing in-
terest. There is still a “pioneer” or full-
time preacher of the Kingdom good news
here in Sydney to whom | was privileged
to bear the first enlightening Bible pub-
lications he received.

LEAVING ALL TO FOLLOW
Time and again these words from
Divine Plan of the Ages would keep re-
curring to my mind:

“To obtain this knowledge and this
strength, which God thus proposes to supply
to each runner for the heavenly prize, will
surely test the sincerity of your [dedication].
You have [dedicated] all your time, all your
talents, to the Lord; now the question is,
How much of it are you giving? . . . But
think not that the giving will end with the
giving of the needful time and energy to
this study: it will not. The sincerity of your
sacrifice of self will be tested in full ... If
you give diligence to the Word of God, and
receive its truths into a good, honest, [ded-
icated] heart, it will beget in you such a
love for God . . . and such a desire to tell
the good tidings, to preach the gospel, that
it will become the all-absorbing theme of
life thereafter.”

In the fall of 1918 | left my secular
employment and made arrangements to
start out in the full-time preaching work
in Melbourne. My partner had a horse-
drawn van and | had a bicycle. Off we
went into rural territory, camping out
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wherever night overtook us. The first day
—no placements! But next day, making
fresh effort to overcome initial nervous-
ness, | shall never forget the thrill of
placing that first set of books with some-
one really interested in the Bible!

Back to Melbourne, then, for a conven-
tion at The Tabernacle, our meeting place
attached to the Society’s branch office.
What a joy to meet with about one hun-
dred Witnesses from all parts of the land
and have fellowship together for four days!
We had much in common—especially a
keenness to learn more about Jesus’ ex-
ample and to follow it.

In 1920 we had the first “pilgrim” visit
by a representative of the Society from
Brooklyn, New York. He toured all the
larger cities of Australia, giving the talk
“Millions Now Living Will Never Die.”
Sharing with him in advertising the lec-
tures and hearing his spiritual talks to
the local congregation gave me a real
boost. It was just what | needed as en-
couragement to stick with the full-time
ministry of preaching. To endure in the
race for life a person must keep his eyes
on the perfect exemplar, Jesus.—Heb. 12:
1, 2

MANY HAPPY MEMORIES

In 1922 | was invited to serve at the
Society’s branch office, then in Melbourne,
and there | remained for three vyears.
Then, in 1925, | married, and my wife
and | kept on as pioneer preachers in the
Sydney area. Eleven years passed and
once more | was invited, with my wife,
to serve at the Australian branch office,
now moved to Sydney. The use of gramo-
phones and records had now come to the
fore, and it was one of my jobs to make
hundreds of cases and assemble machines
for use by the Witnesses in the field.

One day | recall saying to the servant
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in charge of the branch office: “Have you
ever thought of witnessing to the men who
sail in ships?” “I think it would be a good
idea,” he replied. “Give it a try and let
me know how you get on.” Well, I did
just that, commencing in 1946 when my
wife and | resumed the pioneer ministry.

Since that time the ships have consti-
tuted my chief field of labor. I made it my
business to study the ways of ship life
and how | must speak and act so as to
obtain a welcome for the Kingdom mes-
sage aboard ships. | found it necessary to
obtain two passes from the shipping au-
thorities, and these entitled me to go on
board “all ships at all times.” To date
I have been privileged to witness on more
than 12,000 ships of all nationalities, and
the work becomes daily more interesting.

It has been a pleasure to observe the
fruitage of this service. 1 know of several
seamen who have become dedicated ser-
vants of Jehovah. Others accept the litera-
ture readily, and then on the next trip
there is further discussion, perhaps even
a Bible study started. The approximate
quantities of Bibles and Bible literature
that | have placed with men on ships since
1948 have been 6,000 clothbound books,
6,000 booklets and 20,300 magazines. Sure-
ly a mountain of testimony!

During the years of my full-time ser-
vice | have spent many thousands of
hours witnessing, and, looking back, it is
wonderful to think on how swiftly the
time has gone. Then, too, it has been
most rewarding to see some whom | have
helped reach out for greater privileges,
training others in turn, and going on to
become overseers in many parts of the
field. Of course, it is Jehovah who pro-
vides the growth as long as we faithfully
plant and water.

Now it is more than fifty-one years
since | started serving the Kingdom in-
terests full time. | have had many tests

SEeWATCHTOWER.

Brooklyn, N.Y.

and severe trials, some from unexpected
quarters, but | have striven hard to pre-
vent any personal feelings from adversely
affecting my loyal love for our heavenly
Father and my determination to go on
being conformed to the image of his dear
Son. Psalm 91:4 has brought grand as-
surance under any and all circumstances.

My wife and | have precious memories
of the marvelous international assemblies
of 1958 and 1969. The 1958 assembly at
Yankee Stadium, New York city, fulfilled
a desire | had entertained for over thirty
years—to gain firsthand knowledge of the
theocratic arrangements at the Brooklyn
headquarters and meet some of the older
men whose talks we had read for years
in the Convention Reports. Of course,
throughout the years, | had never doubted
but that Jehovah was richly using the
Watch Tower Society in connection with
his kindly purpose to have the “good news”
preached world wide.

The “Peace on Earth” Assemblies have
been unforgettable. We were overjoyed at
being able to attend at Auckland and Suva
as well as at Melbourne during 1969. Im-
agine our feelings as we compared the
25,837 at Melbourne’'s Showgrounds with
the one hundred who gathered in the same
city in 1918! The subjects presented from
the platform were instructive and stimu-
lating, especially in showing us how we
must live and serve in the “time of the
end” of this doomed system of things. And
what a joy to meet our fellow Witnesses
from far and near, and to incite one an-
other to even greater works of faith in
the days ahead!

Surely it has been by Jehovah's spirit
that those assemblies were arranged and
carried out successfully! Truly, we can ex-
pect as a result a still greater influx of
God-fearing men and women into the or-
ganization that Jehovah is so markedly
using for his own praise! For our part,
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we are determined, with His help, to keep
on sounding out the wonderful life-giving
message to others. Jehovah has given us
added strength.

A FRUITFUL FIELD

Back in my assignment now, | am hav-
ing some wonderful experiences among
sailing men. | often
think of how Jesus,
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partake of their hospitality each time their
ships berth here. One captain regularly
takes the magazines and is always happy
to have me as his guest. Some | have con-
tacted have even kept in touch by cor-
respondence. These experiences we have
keep reminding me of the words recorded
at Ecclesiastes 11:1: “Send out your bread

upon the surface of

the waters, for in

too, had a lot to do NEXT ISSUE! the course of many
with men familiar days you will find it
with boats, even se- The Road Back to Peace again.” It seems so
lecting some of his in Paradise applicable when one

apostles from

among such. In one

instance | had placed the book From Para-
dise Lost to Paradise Regained with one
man, and as | returned after two or three
weeks and was walking up the gangway
he called out: “George, you're just the
man | want to see. That was the most in-
teresting book | ever read. 1 want to see
how many more you have like it.”

Another man who received the Para-
dise book from me said, when | called
back: “When | read that book | knew
I had found the truth. It fully convinced
me. | want other books that will help me
to do God's will, that I may gain life.”

Still another who had been taking books
and magazines for some eighteen months
said: “George, if | don't go on to the point
of doing God’'s will and dedicating my life
to him, 1 know I will end up with this old
system of things in destruction.” He then
inquired how he could do witnessing like
I did on board ship. | advised him to keep
a small literature supply in his cabin and
speak to the men during lunch hours or
at other free times. Now he has taken
three months’ leave so as to study and
dedicate his life to God before returning
to his ship.

There are at least three chief stewards
who are interested and who invite me to

keeps in mind that
“waters” in the
Scriptures are often symbolic of “peoples.”

It is appropriate, too, to mention here
our appreciation of the faithful, fearless
service performed by the Society’'s three
presidents, C. T. Russell, J. F. Rutherford
and N. H. Knorr. As they have, in con-
junction with diligent associates, carried
out the Master's will in serving spiritual
food to the whole body of God's servants
on earth at the proper time, they have
been and are a real inspiration to us.
—Matt. 24:45-47.

As one who is now eighty-one years of
age, and laboring under a number of phys-
ical disabilities, 1 would like to urge all
who can to take up the full-time preach-
ing activity and stay with it just as long
as they can. | have gained much satis-
faction from doing so, always hearkening
to the apostle Peter’s reminder: “To this
course you were called, because even
Christ suffered for you, leaving you a mod-
el for you to follow his steps closely.”
(1 Pet. 2:21) With Jehovah's aid | pur-
pose to continue in this service, reserving
my dwindling energies for the praise of
the One who furnished us his own Son as
a sacrifice for our sins and as the Model
of devotion to his God and our God.



T 8:30 in the morning a woman in

North Carolina knocked at the door
of one of Jehovah's witnesses with whom
she had been studying the Bible for some
time. When the Witness answered, the
woman asked her what she was planning
for the day. The Witness replied that she
was getting ready to visit people with the
Bible’s message of truth. “Good,” said the
woman, “that is what | came for! May
I go with you?” Needless to say, the Wit-
ness was delighted to take this enthusi-
astic woman from door to door for the
first time that day.

204

In Nevada another woman also began
going with the Witnesses in their work of
preaching God's truth. After the second
time she went out, she said, “l have cer-
tainly been missing something precious!”
Yes, this woman appreciated what a pre-
cious privilege it is to serve Jehovah God
in this most joyful way.

DELIGHTFUL WORK STARTED BY JESUS

Jehovah's witnesses are helping tens of
thousands of persons to learn Jehovah
God’'s will as expressed in the Holy Bible.
When these persons have developed an
appreciation of God's purposes, and have
brought their lives into harmony with the
righteous principles of God’'s Word, they
are invited to go into the door-to-door
preaching work to see how God’s work is
being done in their community. In doing
this, Jehovah’'s witnesses are following
the example that Jesus Christ set when
he was on earth. The Bible shows that Je-
sus went from village to village preaching
God’s truth, and he trained his disciples
to do the same. (Mark 6:6-13; Luke 10:1)
No doubt, you would have greatly enjoyed
going along with Jesus in his work of
preaching God’'s kingdom.

Have you been studying the Bible with
Jehovah's witnesses for some time now?
If you have, has the Witness who is help-
ing you invited you to accompany him
in the door-to-door preaching work? Of
course, you will not be invited to engage
in this if you have just begun studying the
Bible. However, if you are interested in
having a part in this activity, why not
speak to the Witness who is studying the
Bible with you?

Thousands of persons who have begun
this Kingdom-preaching work have found
it to be a delight. They rejoice to know
that they are doing as Jesus and his apos-
tles did. (Acts 20:20) Yes, in all the earth
Jehovah's witnesses are helping people to
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join in praising God in this way. (Ps.
145:11) Perhaps some who are invited
may be a little apprehensive about the
idea. There is no reason to feel this way
at all, because you will not be asked to
go alone. One of the Witnesses, perhaps
the one teaching you, will be with you.
All you will be doing is merely going along
to see a demonstration of the Kingdom
witness work, that is all! If you feel that
you want to say something, you will be
helped to prepare it ahead of time.

April

THEIR APPREHENSIONS DISAPPEARED

It is only natural, of course, that one
has some apprehensions about doing some-
thing that one has never done before. Yet
experiences of others show that once they
share in this Bible-based activity such ap-
prehensive feelings are quickly dispelled.
Yes, the exhilaration that comes from
knowing that one is pleasing God makes
such apprehensions disappear. For exam-
ple, consider what this person in Brooklyn,
New York, says about the first time he
went from door to door with Jehovah's
witnesses:

“When | was invited to go out in the
preaching work with the Witnesses, | told
the one who was teaching me that I did
not feel confident to speak to people. He
told me that all | had to do was to listen.
If I wanted to do something, | could offer
to those whom we met handbills advertis-
ing the public lectures that were sched-
uled at the local Kingdom Hall or some
tract explaining a Bible teaching.

“That Sunday | was a little nervous
when | met with the Witnesses. However,
right at the very first door we called on,
this was dispelled. The man who answered
listened most attentively to what the Wit-
ness said and took two magazines from
him. 1 handed the man a handbill; this
gave me a feeling of confidence. The man
then said that, although he was Catholic,
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he appreciated someone calling on him to
talk about God. This so encouraged me
that 1 wanted to offer magazines at the
next home we visited. |1 did so and, when
the householder there accepted them, I
was thrilled. Now | regularly engage in
this work that gives me such joy.”

Here is how another Witness saw his
apprehensions disappear on his first day
in door-to-door activity in Indiana: “When
I consented to go out in the preaching
work, the Witnesses kindly helped me to
prepare a short sermon to use at the
doors. However, | had some misgivings
that someone at the door might ask me
questions on the Bible that | could not
answer.

“When we arrived in the territory in
which we were to preach from house to
house, | told the Witness that | preferred
to go alone at first. He agreed. As | ap-
proached the first door, | said to myself,
‘l sure hope that no one is home here.’
Was | relieved when no one answered. At
the next home, | hoped the same thing,
but a woman answered. Though | was
quite nervous, 1 managed to explain my
purpose in calling at her home.

“She listened and politely refused the
Bible literature that | offered her. How-
ever, she said that she appreciated that a
young man like me would go out and visit
folks. She said that she respected Jeho-
vah's witnesses because the young people
among them are interested in the Bible.
Her words of commendation genuinely en-
couraged me, and my uneasiness disap-
peared. I soon saw that my misgiving
about people asking me Bible questions
was unfounded. | noted that the average
householder rarely asks questions and, if
anything, it is you that must usually ask
guestions to draw him out. | rejoice that
I did not hold back from this most plea-
surable activity.”
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Some persons have qualms about meet-
ing someone they know when they are
engaging in the preaching work. If you
feel this way, then consider this experi-
ence: “l was well-known in my high
school. Everybody in the small Tennessee
town where | lived knew my family, for
my father ran the local airport. That Sat-
urday morning when | went out in the
preaching work for the first time with
the Witnesses, | was wondering about be-
ing seen by my friends. How would I feel?

“Well, we began working, and after a
while some of my friends did walk by,
and they just looked at me. | did not feel
as uncomfortable as | thought 1 would.
All they did was just look, and that was
nothing. Later, when | placed two maga-
zines with a householder, the feeling of
accomplishment made me forget about be-
ing seen by friends. 1 am so glad that |
began doing this work, for the sense of
satisfaction | derive from it is something
that | truly enjoy experiencing.”

Another youth found it most advanta-
geous to meet people he knew in the door-
to-door work in the state of Washington.
“I learned that it was indeed an advantage
to meet my classmates. Since they knew
me, they felt obligated to hear why |
called at their home. They usually listened
to me instead of calling their parents as
they did when other Witnesses called. They
even came to me in school to ask questions
about the Bible.”

Of course, these persons who shared in
the preaching work were no longer mem-
bers of a church nor were they attending
its services when they were invited to go
from door to door. Their conduct permit-
ted them to be identified with Jehovah’'s
witnesses. They accepted the entire Bible
as the inspired word of God, and they
wanted to help others to learn it. Yes,
these were requirements that they had to
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meet before they could be invited to share
in this public Christian activity.

EAGER TO SHARE THE GOOD NEWS

Some persons are eager to tell others
what they are learning from God’'s Word,
the Bible. They do not wait to be invited
but ask the Witnesses if they can go with
them in their preaching work. For ex-
ample, one young man was most anxious
to go out in the witness work in California.
However, he could not do so until his
affairs were set in order. When they fi-
nally were, he immediately went to the
home of the Witness and asked him:
“When does the group go out in the house-
to-house work?” Elatedly the Witness
made arrangements to fulfill this young
man’s noble desire.

Here is what the young man said about
the first time he went out with the Wit-
nesses: “That Saturday when we met for
the preaching work, | felt a keen sense of
joy, a joy that comes from being with the
Witnesses. | went with an elderly Witness
and | was most impressed with his way
of presenting the truths of the Bible at
the doors. After listening to him at the
first door, | was very eager to try one on
my own. The Witness felt that | should
watch him as he called on a few more
doors and kindly encouraged me to do so.”

Why this eagerness? This young man
answers: “l was so happy at what | was
learning from the Bible that | wanted to
go out and share it with others. | derived
great satisfaction in doing what I knew
was right in Jehovah God's eyes, and |
still do.”

Another person, who had studied for
only four months in Massachusetts, re-
lates: “I knew that when | began studying
the Bible it was right for me to tell others
what | was learning. So one evening after
the meeting, | told a Witness, ‘I think that
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I would like to go out in the house-to-
house work with you tomorrow.’

“After a period of time in which |
watched other Witnesses work, | took my
first door. | think that | gave my entire
sermon in one breath; nevertheless, the
man listened and took two magazines.
What a feeling of happiness! And from
that day on | have regularly shared with
others God’s truth in this happifying way.”

Do you feel as eager to share the good
news as these persons? Then why not dis-
cuss with the Witness who is helping you
what steps are needed for you to share
in this rewarding activity?

HESITANT AT FIRST

Because personalities differ, some per-
sons progressing in God’'s truth may be
hesitant to go from house to house to
share the Bible's good news. One of these
was in California at the time. “When 1
was asked to accompany the Witnesses in
their preaching work | declined to go from
door to door. I would go with them, sit in
the car and watch them preach. Every so
often they would return to the car and
tell me their experiences. This went on
for four times. Patiently and lovingly they
encouraged me.

“Finally | realized that | should be do-
ing what they were doing, and | told them
that | would take that house, pointing to
one. You can guess which one it was.
I purposely chose a dilapidated house, one
that appeared to be deserted. However,
when | knocked, someone answered and
I managed to give a short presentation.
I was so delighted by the experience that
I have found pleasure in the door-to-door
work ever since then, sharing in it as of-
ten as | can.”

A mother who was living in Connecti-
cut tells how she felt about this activity:
“When | heard the announcements for field
service at the end of a meeting, | asked
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what it meant. The Witness who was
teaching me told me that it was the work
of going from house to house with the
Bible's message. She then asked me if
I would like to see how it was done that
weekend. | replied curtly, ‘I would not
go from door to door. Only beggars do
that!” Another Witness who overheard me
said kindly, Well, Jesus Christ the Son
of God went from door to door and village
to village!” His comment made me think,
and | decided to go.—Luke 8:1.

“That morning we met opposition at the
very first door, and | was horrified. The
Witness with me calmly said, ‘Come on,
G------ , let us take the next door! That
woman does not understand why we called.’
Her undisturbed attitude put me at ease,
and | continued to go with her. How did
| feel after I completed that morning of
Christian activity? | was so happy that
I had done something pleasing to Jehovah.
Now | look forward to going from door
to door to tell people about our magnifi-
cent God, Jehovah.”

Yes, once these folks began calling at
the doors of the people, they found that
it was not a continual agony but, rather,
an unspeakable joy. It is something that
one must experience to appreciate. Are
you sharing in this activity now? If not,
are you planning to do so? Why not work
toward this happy goal. Rely on Jehovah
and enjoy an activity that is satisfying to
the spirit.—Ps. 34:1, 8; 89:1.

Indeed, serving Jehovah God in this
way is a precious privilege. Not only does
it please him but it benefits your neigh-
bors. Many are in need of the comfort and
hope from the Scriptures. (Rom. 15:4)
How urgent it is that we all help them
gain this while there is still time! Going
from door to door in the preaching work
will enable you to enjoy the greater hap-
piness that comes from giving.—Acts 20:
35.



“Let us exult while in tribulations, since we

know that tribulation produces endurance;

endurance, in turn, an approved condition;

the approved condition, in turn, hope, and

the hope does not lead to disappointment.”
— Rom. 5:3-5.

NE of the most renowned wonders of
the modern world is the endurance
of the giant sequoia trees of California.
Practically exempt from disease and en-
dowed with an almost endless life, some
have been judged by their annular rings
to have been thousands of years old. The
oldest tree ever cut down for lumber is
recorded to have lived for 3,148 years.
Truly a record of endurance! Those se-
quoia trees had been created by Jehovah,
the same One who can endow man with
the quality of endurance for his eternal
benefit.
2Since mankind is entering a most cru-
cial period of history, qualities for sur-
vival are most urgently needed. We are
fifty-five years into the Biblically foretold
“time of the end” for this system of things,
and the world stands at the very thresh-
old of a “great tribulation” culminating
in Armageddon, “the war of the great day
of God the Almighty.” (Rev. 16:14, 16;
19:11-21) Endurance will be needed to

1. Why are the giant sequoia trees of California of
interest to Christians?

2. Why are survival qualities urgently needed at this
time, and what is one of them?
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survive this system of things and the war
of Armageddon.

sAnother factor for Christians to con-
sider is their commission. The resurrected
Jesus Christ commanded that they “go
therefore and make disciples of people of
all the nations, . . . teaching them to ob-
serve all the things | have commanded
you.” (Matt. 28:19, 20) This means that
Christians must instruct the disciple thor-
oughly. He must be told what to expect
when he becomes a witness for the true
God Jehovah; that the way to salvation
is narrow, cramped and difficult, that as
we get nearer to the “great tribulation”
we can expect greater opposition and per-
secution from Satan and his wicked or-
ganization. (Matt. 24:21, 22) To endure
in the face of increasing opposition will
not be easy. But to be forewarned is to
be forearmed. The Holy Scriptures warn:
“Do not be afraid of the things you are
about to suffer. Look! The Devil will keep
on throwing some of you into prison that
you may be fully put to the test. .. Prove
yourself faithful even to death, and I will
give you the crown of life.” (Rev. 2:10)
The crown of life is to the faithful endurer.

4The servant of God also looks at this

3. What else must the Christian take under consider-
ation, and why?

4. What other incentive motivates the Christian to
acquire the quality of endurance, and with what end
in view?
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subject of acquiring the quality of endur-
ance from another point of view. It is the
desire of the Christian to be Christlike,
that is, approved of God. To Christ, Je-
hovah said: “l have approved you.” (Luke
3:22) The disciple wants that same stamp
of approval. The apostle Paul counsels that
“tribulation produces endurance; endur-
ance, in turn, an approved condition.”
(Rom. 5:3, 4) The disciple James wrote
similarly: “Happy is the man that keeps
on enduring trial, because on becoming ap-
proved he will receive the crown of life,
which Jehovah promised to those who con-
tinue loving him.” (Jas. 1:12) Endurance
is, therefore, evidence of the disciple’s
love for God, which love leads to God's
approval and life everlasting.—Rom. 5:5.

ART OF TEACHING REQUIRED

5To build Bible students so as to become
dedicated, baptized disciples of Christ hav-
ing endurance we must not only have the
proper building materials but also em-
ploy “all... art of teaching.” (2 Tim. 4:2)
Since members of the Christian congrega-
tion are “God's fellow workers” and those
with whom they study the Bible may soon
become “God’s field under cultivation,
God’s building,” it is necessary that they
build wisely, that they be concerned about
the type of Christians they are making,
whether they are building people having
endurance. This means that the builder
should ask himself from time to time
probing questions, such as, What sort of
disciples am | making? Am | truly
building Christian personalities that will
endure? How is my building program pro-
ceeding? Am | employing the art of teach-
ing? Am | reaching the people with Chris-
tian truths? Are they believing and
accepting the things taught? Are they
demonstrating faith? Am 1 reaching their
5. (@ In making disciples what are some things that

must be kept in mind? (b) What questions might we
ask ourselves, and why?
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hearts? Am | building in them, not only
appreciation for right doctrine and Bible
principles, but a deep devotion to them?
Am | developing in them, not only aware-
ness of the importance of integrity, but
a deep appreciation for it? Am | instilling
in them a love of God and his purposes,
and appreciation of what it means to be
a servant of God? Each Christian quality
must be taught in such a way that the
disciple will see its need and function in
everyday life. Are you building in this
way?—1 Cor. 3:9.

GODLY QUALITIES OF HEAVENLY WISDOM

“There are a number of qualities that
need to be absorbed by the disciple, and
to head the list are the godly qualities of
heavenly wisdom. There are eight sepa-
rate aspects that must be cultivated be-
fore one can truly appreciate what it
means to be a disciple of Christ. At James
3:17 these are listed: “The wisdom from
above is first of all chaste, then peaceable,
reasonable, ready to obey, full of mercy
and good fruits, not making partial dis-
tinctions, not hypocritical.” Help the learn-
er to know what these godly qualities are
and how he can identify them in his life.
For example, you can ask him if he knows
what the Bible means by the word
“chaste.” Chasteness means to be morally
and spiritually clean. Explain these things.
If we remain morally and spiritually
clean because we know it is God’s will for
us to be so, then it can be said that we
are being governed by the wisdom of God,
by his holy spirit.

7 The disciple James goes on to say that

the quality of heavenly wisdom is also
peaceable, reasonable and ready to obey.
Probe the student of the Bible with ques-

6. What qualities are indispensable to a disciple of
Christ, and how may we aid the Bible student to be-
come aware of them? Give an example.
7. How can the student acquire other qualities of
heavenly wisdom such as: (a) peaceableness, (b) rea-
sonableness and (c) readiness to obey?
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tions to see if he understands what it
means to be “peaceable.” A peaceable per-
son is not pugnacious, not quarrelsome,
faultfinding, bickering, nagging or gossip-
ing. He is peaceable. Help the householder
to see that this applies in the family, with
sons and daughters, husbands and wives.
Help them to feel the power of God's
Word. “For the word of God is alive and
exerts power.” (Heb. 4:12) Through your
method of studying, you have to see
whether he is a reasonable person or not,
whether he is moderate in habits, accept-
able, sensible, not overly demanding, as a
reasonable person should be. Is he ready
to obey the commandments of God? This
applies both inside the congregation and
outside, and to children as well as adults.
8Further, we are told that heavenly wis-
dom is also “full of mercy and good
fruits,” without “partial distinctions, not
hypocritical.” Dwell on such points that
strike the heart. Have the home Bible
student examine himself to see if he is
full of mercy and whether he has good
fruits to show for the days he has lived
upon the earth. Partial distinctions divide,
and hypocrisy is distasteful. Allow the
power of God to examine the heart and
to cut it if necessary. This probing action
gives the learner a chance to see himself
as God sees him. Take one point at a time,
however. And take time to see that he
understands what the Bible is saying. In
this way we will be building in disciples
an appreciation for the godly qualities of
heavenly wisdom.—Rom. 2:6, 11.

BUILDING TO DEVELOP ENDURANCE
9Ilmplanting spiritual discernment in
others, getting them to understand and
teaching them to think on their own is by
8. What other aspects of heavenly wisdom should the
student be taught, and how can these be inculcated?
9. (@ As a rule, why is spirituality difficult to In

culcate? (b) What is the key to endurance, and how
may this be communicated to interested persons?
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no means a simple task. As a rule, people
today are just not spiritually minded. They
do not discern things spiritually. Still a
key to developing endurance is spiritual
discernment, understanding and thinking
ability. Here, too, the heart of the dis-
ciple must be reached by stressing the last-
ing appreciation one should have for these
qualities and their worth to us individual-
ly. This is what Jesus did. To stimulate
and maintain appreciation for these quali-
ties Jesus drank regularly from the Word
of God. Thus he was able to understand
Jehovah's principles completely as they re-
lated to him. He was also able to discern
clearly the course that should be followed
to the praise of Jehovah and to the eter-
nal good of mankind.

D It may be necessary for us to teach

those with whom we study the Bible how
to reason on Scripture texts. For example,
Mark 12:29 might be read: “Hear, O Is-
rael, Jehovah our God is one Jehovah.”
Ask the student, “How many Jehovahs are
there?” Let him answer. The answer is ob-
vious that there is only one Jehovah. When
he discerns this, you have caused him
to register an important fact in his mind
that he might otherwise have missed. Help
him to appreciate further what this means
to him. Reason with him, perhaps in this
way: “If he is one Jehovah, then could
he be three gods, God the Father, God the
Son and God the Holy Ghost, as the Trini-
tarians teach?” Again, let him answer.
“No, Jehovah could not be three gods, for
the Bible plainly says he is one God.”
Now, you have caused the student to think
on a basic Scriptural truth and to under-
stand that Jehovah is but one God. You
have also exposed a basic false doctrine—
the doctrine of the Trinity. With almost
everything we teach, it is profitable to the
10. (a) What else may be necessary for us to do In our
teaching work? Give an example of how this may be

done, (b) What is accomplished by instructing in this
manner?
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learner that we follow this pattern. In this
way we can determine whether the stu-
dent is learning, whether he is discerning
the truth of God's Word, whether he un-
derstands the points made, whether he is
thinking spiritually. When we teach in
this manner, the student with whom we
study will see how spiritual discernment,
understanding and thinking ability sur-
pass all material treasures in value, be-
cause their rewards are pleasantness and
life—Prov. 2:4, 5, 9-11; 3:16-18.

THE TESTED QUALITY OF FAITH

NWhen conducting your Bible studies
always have in mind the quality of faith,
for “without faith it is impossible to please
[God] well.” (Heb. 11:6) And, too, a
Christian ‘lives by reason of his faith.’
(Rom. 1:17) But more is needed than
just faith. The student must appreciate
the tested quality of faith, that his faith
must be tested, that is, refined, even as
silver and gold are refined. Faith must
be freed from all impurities, and this is
done by subjecting it to tests. This re-
fining process is well described for us by
the apostle Peter, who said: “For a little
while at present, . you have been
grieved by various trials, in order that
the tested quality of your faith, of much
greater value than gold that perishes de-
spite its being proved by fire, may be
found a cause for praise and glory and
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”
(1 Pet. 1:6, 7) So the faith that counts
is the faith that is subjected to trial and
survives. This tested quality of faith is
what is more precious than gold and silver
and is not simply faith alone.

2If the student knows ahead of time
that he will suffer trials for the course he
11. (a8 Why is faith essential? (b) What further must
a student appreciate about faith? (c) What quality
of faith is more precious than gold and silver?
12, Why is it good to forewarn the students concerning

trialﬁ of faith, and whose example do we have to follow
in this?
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has chosen, then the tests and trials that
befall him because of his faith will no
longer be surprises, but the expected and
the anticipated thing. Jesus forewarned
his disciples; why should we not do the
same? At Matthew 10:22, 36-38 Jesus
showed that Christians would come under
trials from many directions, that they
would “be objects of hatred by all people
on account of [his] name”; that they
would face opposition from family mem-
bers, “indeed, a man’s enemies will be per-
sons of his own household,” he said. Pre-
pare the student for this inevitable reality.
—John 15:20; 16:33; Mark 13:9; Rev. 2:
10; Luke 6:22, 23; 2 Cor. 11:21-28.

REASON FOR INTEGRITY

“ However, it is not enough to tell the
student that the world will hate him and
that he will suffer much for being a Chris-
tian. He must know, understand and ap-
preciate why he must suffer and why he
must remain steadfast. So not simply in-
tegrity as to righteousness must be taught,
but the reason for integrity. Not only
must we teach what integrity is, but we
must also build appreciation for it. We
must aid those with whom we study the
Bible to see that maintaining integrity is
not just to be a good example to others
or to have a good report from others. The
primary reason for integrity is that God’s
name is involved in what we do and how
we act. It is, therefore, most appropriate
that we help others to appreciate the
grand privilege of sharing in the vindica-
tion of Jehovah's name by standing up
for righteousness, for godly principles,
never giving way to the fear of men.
(Matt. 10:28; Acts 2:31, 32) Like the an-
cient patriarch Job, he must prefer to
suffer death rather than to compromise
his integrity to God. Job said: “Until |
13. (&) What more than integrity must be taught, and

why is this important? (b) To what conviction and
determination must the student be brought?
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expire | shall not take away my integrity
from myself!” (Job 27:5) It is to this
resolve that the student must be brought
—Jas. 5:11a

DEVOTION TO BIBLE PRINCIPLES

MWhile it is important for students of
the Bible to know the principles con-
tained therein, this in itself is not enough.
Additionally, we must teach devotion to
Bible principles. It is devotion to Bible
principles that prevents one from follow-
ing a course of expediency. This is well
illustrated in the case of Joseph, son of
Jacob. When tempted
by Potiphar’s wife to
have immoral rela-
tions with her, Joseph
did not yield to temp-
tation and abandon
right principles. In-
stead, he replied:
“You are his wife. So
how could I commit
this great badness and
actually sin against
God?” (Gen. 39:9) He
knew that having re-
lations with another
man’s wife is wrong.
It is ‘sinning against
God'! It is this moral appreciation that
must be inculcated in students of the
Scriptures. Joseph’s faithful adherence to
godly principles at first resulted in unjust
suffering, but far grander were the bless-
ings he received from Jehovah because of
his depth of devotion to what was right.

RESPECT FOR LAWS AND REQUIREMENTS
IsWe cannot hope to be in step with
Jehovah'’s will and purpose if we are out

14. Give an example of why devotion to Bible principles
must be taught.

15. How does the psalmist show the proper attitude
that must be cultivated toward God's laws and com-
mandments?
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Teaching a student to rely on the guidance
of God's Word will help him to develop
the quality of endurance
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of step with his laws and requirements
for life. Still, not only laws and require-
ments must be taught, but a deep respect
for them. This appreciation must motivate
the Christian in the ways of righteous-
ness. The proper respect is reflected by
the psalmist who said: “Teach me good-
ness, sensibleness and knowledge them-
selves, for in your commandments | have
exercised faith. How | do love your law!
All day long it is my concern.” (Ps. 119:
66, 97) If we are to walk uprightly we
must make God's laws our concern. We
must respect what they mean to us. This
quality of appreciation
must be inculcated if
the student is to en-
dure.

Brooklyn,

CONVINCED THAT THE
BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD
16

on God's written Word
must be taught. The
student must learn to
use the Word of God
as a sure guide in his
life. He must be
brought to the conclu-
sion of the psalmist
who said: “Your word
is a lamp to my foot, and a light to
my roadway.” “The substance of your
word is truth.” (Ps. 119:105, 160) Is it
possible to reach this conviction? Yes.
The apostle Paul, writing about the Thes-
salonians, said that they were a source of
praise to God because when they heard
the word of God preached by Paul they
“accepted it, not as the word of men, but,
just as it truthfully is, as the word of
God.” (1 Thess. 2:13) It is to this con-
viction that the student must be brought
16. To what depth of appreciation about the Bible

must the student be brought, and how was this ex-
pressed by the Thessalonians?
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in his studies of the Bible if he is to draw him close to Jehovah’s organization,
endure. for love “is a perfect bond of union.” (Col.

LOYALTY TO GOD’S VISIBLE ORGANIZATION
The student must also come to ap-

preciate the theocratic organization of Je-
hovah's people. Loyalty to the theocratic
organization will prevent the student from
stumbling over an explanation of God's
Word that may be difficult to understand.
In the first century many missed out on
the grand privilege of being a part of the
congregation of God, because they quit
when Jesus brought a difficult doctrinal
truth to their attention. But how did the
well-trained apostles respond when Jesus
asked them: “You do not want to go also,
do you?” The apostle Peter replied: “Lord,
whom shall we go away to? You have say-
ings of everlasting life.” (John 6:67, 68)
True loyalty, like that possessed by Peter,
is what we want to build in those with
whom we study God’'s Word, so that they
will stick close to God’'s organization at
all times, with blessings to themselves.

TENDERLY LOVE THE BROTHERS

3:12-14) In loving tenderly and intensely
from the heart Jesus set a perfect exam-
ple for us. Let us follow it. (John 10:
11-15; 1 John 3:18) It is this love that
the student must cultivate if he is to en-
dure unto salvation.

UPHOLD AND PREACH THE KINGDOM OF GOD

DIt is necessary to assist the student to
appreciate that we are already subjects
of God’s established kingdom, and there-
fore we must form an unbreakable attach-
ment to it and a fearless willingness to
bear witness to it. (Matt. 24:14) We as
ambassadors and envoys of God’s kingdom
are no part of the political governments
of this system of things. (2 Cor. 5:20)
We promote solely the interests of God's
established Kingdom government in the
heavens. We must remain fearless pro-
claimers of the Kingdom’s establishment.
In this we imitate the courageous exam-
ples of Jesus and his apostles. (John 18:
36; Acts 4:20) Hence there is no room

18 At 1 Corinthians chapter 13 the aposfor dividing our loyalties. This apprecia-

tle Paul emphasizes that without love a
Christian is nothing, despite the record of
works he may have. “Love,” he says,
“never fails.” (1 Cor. 13:8) Yet the stu-
dent must learn more than to love the
brothers. He must learn to love them
warmly and tenderly. Paul wrote: “In
brotherly love have tender affection for
one another.” (Rom. 12:10) The apostle
Peter writes: “Love one another intensely
from the heart.” (1 Pet. 1:22) This quali-
ty of loving one another intensely will be
a real source of joy to the student, en-
abling him to endure many trials. It will
17. What place must loyalty to Jehovah's organization
have in the student's life, and how is this manifested
by the apostle Peter?

18. What love must the disciple cultivate in his heart

toward the brothers, and how was this exemplified
in the life of Jesus?

tion for the Kingdom being instilled in
him, the student will remain steadfast as a
Kingdom publisher. He will not cower or
shrink from his responsibility to declare
this good news of the Kingdom, which he
represents.

DTherefore in our disciple-making work
it is good to bear in mind the words of
the apostle Paul, who said: “We are God’s
fellow workers. You people are God'’s field
under cultivation, God’s building. Accord-
ing to the undeserved kindness of God that
was given to me, as a wise director of
works | laid a foundation, but someone

19. What important factors about God's kingdom must
the student learn, and how will this be an aid to him?
20. (@) In summary, according to Paul, what factors
is it well to keep in mind? (b) How can we build
wisely, and thus to what end?
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else is building on it. But let each one
keep watching how he is building on it.
For no man can lay any other foundation
than what is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
Now if anyone builds on the foundation
gold, silver, precious stones [these fine
fire-resistant qualities], wood materials,
hay, stubble, each one’s work will become
manifest, for the day will show it up, be-
cause it will be revealed by means of fire;
and the fire itself will prove what sort
of work each one’s is.” (1 Cor. 3:9-13)
So build wisely. Get students of the Bible
to see and appreciate the godly qualities
of heavenly wisdom. Aid them to a lasting
appreciation of spiritual discernment, un-
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derstanding and thinking ability. Help
them to cherish the tested quality of their
faith, the reason for integrity, devotion to
Bible principles and deep respect for God'’s
laws and commandments. See that they
appreciate the Bible as being God’s Word,
the need of sticking close to Jehovah's
organization and the need to cultivate an
intense love for the brothers. Lead them
to an appreciation of the Kingdom as man-
kind's only hope and develop in them an
unbreakable attachment to it and a will-
ingness to bear witness to it. If you do
this, there is every reason to believe that
your work will endure, to God'’s praise and
glory, for this is his promise.

WHEN BUILDING DISCIPLES,

HE Christian’s commission is not on-

ly to teach doctrine, but also to in-
culcate love, appreciation, humility, faith,
in fact, all the fruits of God’s spirit men-
tioned at Galatians 5:22, 23. The Chris-
tian’s work is to aid others to ‘put away
the old personality which conforms to
their former course of conduct and which
is being corrupted according to his de-
ceptive desires; but that they should be
made new in the force actuating their
minds, and should put on the new person-
ality which was created according to God'’s
will in true righteousness and loyalty.’

1. What is included in a Christian’'s commission, and
to fulfill one’s commission what must be reached?

(Eph. 4:20-24) To accomplish this, more
than head knowledge is needed. The heart
of the Bible student must be reached and
motivated in ways of righteousness.

2The heart is, in effect, a storehouse
of many things. Man can put into the
storehouse of his heart good and bad. Dur-
ing a study of God’'s Word, the Bible, he
is drawing from Jehovah'’s inexhaustible
storehouse and transferring stock into his
own. This is good stock, for ‘God is good.’
(Mark 10:18) At other times, such as
when observing the crime and corruption
of the world through the medium of tele-

2. What is the heart, in effect, and why is it necessary
that we take stock of it?
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vision, movies, the theater, newspapers,
magazines, and so forth, the mind could
be very easily storing up bad thoughts
and ideas. Some may object that this is
not the case, but the Bible cautions that
“every way of a man is upright in his
own eyes, but Jehovah is making an esti-
mate of hearts.” (Prov. 21:2) Jehovah
will not be deceived when he inspects the
storehouse of our heart to find what we
have stored therein. What may be stored
therein?

Jesus Christ revealed that the heart

is capable of storing up many wicked
things. After exposing the religious scribes
and Pharisees as fruitless worshipers, wor-
shiping in vain because of their traditions,
Jesus gave this illustration, about which
the Bible account says: “With that he
called the crowd near and said to them:
‘Listen and get the sense of it: Not what
enters into his mouth defiles a man; but
it is what proceeds out of his mouth that
defiles a man.’ Then the disciples came up
and said to him: ‘Do you know that the
Pharisees stumbled at hearing what you
said?' In reply he said: ‘Every plant that
my heavenly Father did not plant will be
uprooted. Let them be. Blind guides is
what they are. If, then, a blind man guides
a blind man, both will fall into a pit." By
way of response Peter said to him: ‘Make
the illustration plain to us.’ At this he
said: ‘Are you also yet without under-
standing? Are you not aware that every-
thing entering into the mouth passes along
into the intestines and is discharged into
the sewer? However, the things proceed-
ing out of the mouth come out of the
heart, and those things defile a man. For
example, out of the heart come wicked
reasonings, murders, adulteries, fornica-
tions, thieveries, false testimonies, bias-

3. (a) What did Jesus Christ reveal about the heart?
(b) How can a wicked heart be made right?
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phemies. These are the things defiling a
man; but to take a meal with unwashed
hands does not defile a man.'” (Matt.
15:9-20) And the only way the heart can
be emptied of its wicked contents is by
the power of God’'s Word having a direct
effect on it and replacing the wicked,
worthless stock with the fruitage of God's
spirit, which is capable of sustaining one
unto everlasting life.

THE MIND, A WAY TO THE HEART

4How can the heart be reached with
Christian qualities so that it can be set
straight? When Jesus said that “out of
the heart come wicked reasonings,” he
was showing that the mind was the most
direct line of communication to the heart
and that the mouth was the “spokesman”
of the heart. It is in the mind where con-
clusions are formed. Also, in the mind is
where evil is conceived and planned be-
fore it is executed into reality. Therefore,
the reasoning powers of mem, the mind of
man, must be reached before the heart
can be cleansed, changed and protected.
Was not this the apostle’s thought, when
he said: “Quit being fashioned after this
system of things, but be transformed by
making your mind over, that you may
prove to yourselves the good and accept-
able and perfect will of God”? (Rom.
12:2) The mind must be empowered with
thoughts that are inspired of God.

5The principal way to communicate to
the mind is through the senses. What we
see, hear, touch, taste and smell definitely
influences the mind. This means we must
see the Word of God through a study of
its pages, and hear it by attending meet-
ings where that Word is discussed. The

4. What is one line of communication to the heart,
and what did the apostle Paul have to say about it?
5. (@) What is the principal way to communicate to
the mind? (b) Why is it wise to fill the heart abundant-
ly with good?
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more we do this and act upon the knowl-
edge gained, the greater our advantage.
All of our senses are used if we practice
what we learn from the Word of God. The
heart will be reached and the mouth will
respond, “for out of the abundance of the
heart the mouth speaks.” (Matt 12:34)
It is the heart filled with an abundance of
the inspired Word that speaks and is
moved to do good. It is from within the
heart that one finds strength of integrity,
devotion to godly principles, love of righ-
teousness, joy, love, peace, long-suffering,
kindness, goodness, faith, mildness and
self-control. That is what the heart must
be concentrated upon if we wish to build
disciples with Christlike qualities.—Phil.
4:6-9.

HEARTS MOTIVATED BY EXAMPLE

«But before we can build in others,
there must first be a building within our-
selves. Christ Jesus, the Master Teacher,
left us a perfect example to follow. (1 Pet.
2:21, 23) It logically follows that those
in whom we are endeavoring to implant
Christian qualities should see those very
qualities in us. The apostle Paul instructed
Titus: “Keep on exhorting the younger
men to be sound in mind, in all things
showing vyourself an example of fine
works.” (Titus 2:6, 7) Few things influ-
ence the mind like a good example, but
our example should be one worthy of imi-
tation. Paul was not afraid to say: “The
things that you learned as well as ac-
cepted and heard and saw in connection
with me, practice these; and the God of
peace will be with you." (Phil. 4:9) Or
as he said to the Corinthians: “Become
imitators of me, even as | am of Christ.”
(1 Cor. 11:1) If we are to reach and in-
fluence the hearts of others, our example
must be worthy. Is it?

6. What other communication line is there to the
heart, and how does Paul speak of it?
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7There must be harmony between what
we teach and what we practice, if hearts
are to be motivated. Paul writes: Do you,
“the one teaching someone else, not teach
yourself? You, the one preaching ‘Do not
steal/ do you steal? You, the one saying
‘Do not commit adultery/ do you com-
mit adultery? You, the one expressing ab-
horrence of the idols, do you rob temples?”
(Rom. 2:21-24) We could carry this line
of reasoning a little farther by saying,
You, the one saying, ‘You should study
the Bible regularly/ do you study the Bible
regularly? You, the one saying, ‘You must
not become materialistic/ do you live in
lavish material surroundings and lounge in
the luxury of the material world? The les-
son here is one of consistency between
what is taught, practiced and observed.
There must be example. When there is,
the heart will be reached with the needed
godly qualities.

DISCIPLINE CORRECTS THE HEART

8There is still another aspect involved
in communicating to the heart and moti-
vating it. Jehovah, who made the heart,
said: “The heart is more treacherous than
anything else and is desperate. Who can
know it? I, Jehovah, am searching the
heart, examining the kidneys, even to give
to each one according to his ways, ac-
cording to the fruitage of his dealings.”
(Jer. 17:9, 10) Since the heart behaves
in this manner, the instructor must watch
for weak spots or unchristian tendencies
and tactfully reveal these to the student so
that through discipline they may he cor-
rected. Is the Bible student haughty, pride-
ful? Is he overcritical, unappreciative?
What really is the condition of his heart?
The instructor, too, keeps examining his
own heart in the same way to detect, if
possible, any badness taking root. As the
7. Why does example vitally affect the heart?

8. (@) To right the heart, what part does discipline
play? (b) How can the heart be disciplined?
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Bible study progresses note these weak-
nesses and work on them. Do not humor
weaknesses in oneself or in the student.
This will not help. There is a tendency to
say, “We're all imperfect. We all make
mistakes.” That is true, but mistakes can
be overcome if we work to correct them.
Also, it may be necessary to solicit the
aid of others to overcome our problem.
But spiritual weaknesses can be con-
quered. Otherwise, God would not have
called upon us to make over our person-
alities into the image of his Son Jesus
Christ. Let not the treacherousness of the
heart deceive us into thinking that we
need no correction or are beyond improve-
ment. Disciplining a Bible student to the
heart is done by communicating righteous-
ness to it and insisting that it be moti-
vated by the right.

9Watch, therefore, for weak spots in the
student’s faith. God warned Cain and ad-
monished him what to do. “If you turn
to doing good, will there not be an exalta-
tion? But if you do not turn to doing good,
there is sin crouching at the entrance, and
for you is its craving; and will you, for
your part, get the mastery over it?” (Gen.
4:7) Jesus Christ discerned what the
weakness of the rich young ruler was and
told him to ‘go sell his belongings and give
to the poor and he would have treasure in
heaven.” (Matt. 19:21) But neither Cain
nor the rich young man heeded the good
advice. However, there were countless oth-
ers who did heed sound advice to become
the servants of God.

HOW TO GUARD THE HEART
0The heart is changed by planned, de-
termined effort to right wrongs in har-
mony with God's Word. In the same way

9. What examples do we have to show that it is proper
to advise others of their weaknesses, and what has
been the outcome of such counsel?

10, 11. (a) How do we safeguard the heart? (b) What
part does one’s attitude play in safeguarding the heart?
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it is also guarded. There must be a regular
study of God’'s Word. This will keep the
flow of truth into the mind and heart.
Then, too, it is needful to pray so that
we draw close to God. In turn, he will
draw close to us. Additionally, we must
learn to meditate on the Word of God, its
sayings and promises, which will keep
right thoughts in our minds. Then there is
the active ministry that provides the out-
let for our emotions, our joy. Earnestly
endeavor to develop the fruitage of the
spirit by a practice of Christian principles.

“ We will also want to be watchful of
our personal attitude toward other per-
sons, places and things. Be upbuilding in
the presence of others, possessing a posi-
tive outlook. This will aid us to look for
the good in our brothers and not simply
their weaknesses. In this way we will come
to express the love that builds up, the love
that always speaks highly of God’'s Word,
his organization and the brothers in gen-
eral. We will recommend the ministry, the
meetings of God’'s people and the joy it
is to be his servants in these “last days.”

EXAMPLES OF ENDURANCE

PHistory records how Christian people
were imprisoned in dungeons, burned at
the stake, beheaded before their children,
hurled over precipices; their homes and
villages were burned; their womenfolk
were stripped naked and outrageously vio-
lated; their innocent children were mas-
sacred. The apostle Paul declared: “In
every way we recommend ourselves as
God’s ministers, by the endurance of much,
by tribulations, by cases of need, by diffi-
culties, by beatings, by prisons, by dis-
orders, by labors, by sleepless nights, by
times without food.” (2 Cor. 6:4, 5) In
this same letter Paul tells of his own suf-
ferings and how the spirit of God is equal
12. What do the Bible and history have to say about

the suffering and endurance of Christians, and how do
we pronounce those who have endured?
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to every situation. (2 Cor. 11:23-28) And
it may seem incredible to some, but such
trials and sufferings are still being en-
dured in this twentieth century. And God'’s
spirit is still equal to every trial brought
to bear. Therefore, “Look! We pronounce
happy those who have endured,” because
they have God’'s promise of life eternal
assured to them.—Jas. 5:11; Rev. 2:10.

PERSECUTION BECAUSE OF NEUTRALITY

BChristians do not take sides in the
political affairs of this world, because
they are no part of this world. (John 17:
16; Jas. 1:27; 4:4) Since their ministeri-
al commission to preach God's kingdom
originates with God, they cannot, there-
fore, stop serving God on demand of lower
worldly authorities. (2 Cor. 3:5; Acts 4:
18-20; 5:27-29) Jesus Christ himself de-
clined to accept a political office when on
earth. His footstep followers also avoid all
political involvement. Said the book On
the Road to
tory: “Christians refused to share cer-
tain duties of Roman citizens. . . . They
would not hold political office.” Also the
book World History, The Story of Man's
Achievements says: “Zealous Christians
did not serve in the armed forces or ac-
cept political offices.” This neutral stand
of theirs often brought the wrath of the
Roman Empire on them. But the structur-
al quality of their Christianity was equal
to all the fury unleashed against them.
And we today count those happy who have
endured.

HUOn the modern scene, the magazine
Adult Student, in an article on “The Early
Church,” said that “Jehovah’s witnesses
more nearly resemble the early Christians
than do members of the more-regular de-
nominations.” They, too, have suffered

13. (@ Why have servants of God suffered because of
their neutrality? (b) And what has been the outcome?
14. Who on the modern scene have suffered for their
neutrality, and how have they fared?
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severely, because of their neutrality. The
Nazis, who were considered masters at
breaking the human will, tried desperately
to get Jehovah’s witnesses to violate their
Christian neutrality, but failed miserably.
They could not break the integrity of
faithful witnesses of Jehovah. The best
seller The Theory and Practice of Hell had
this to say: “When the war broke out the
Witnesses at Sachsenhausen concentration
camp were invited to volunteer for mili-
tary service. Each refusal was followed by
the shooting of ten men from their ranks.
After forty victims had been killed, the
SS desisted.... One cannot escape the im-
pression that, psychologically speaking,
the SS were never quite equal to the chal-
lenge offered them by Jehovah's Witness-
es.” Totalitarian inquisitions can capture
and harass Jehovah'’s people if he permits
it for a witness; but nothing can imprison
Jehovah's spirit, which makes them con-
querors. Jehovah's witnesses proved that
they had Christian qualities in their heart
to endure trials unto salvation.

5 As recently as October 1967, the re-

fusal to join a particular political party
and the failure to carry a party card iden-
tifying one with the party, resulted in a
barbaric wave of torture heaped upon Je-
hovah’s witnesses in the Central African
country of Malawi. An unknown number
of women witnesses of Jehovah were
raped. Forty of these were pregnant. Due
to the way they were abused, each one
suffered a miscarriage. Because they re-
fused to buy a political card, they were
beaten severely, sexually assaulted and
their property was destroyed. Yet Presi-
dent Banda of Malawi could not get them
to break integrity and renounce their God
Jehovah. These Witnesses were motivated
from the heart. They had true Christian
qualities built in them.

15. Why were the Christian witnesses of Jehovah

barbarically mistreated in Malawi, and what quality
of faith did they manifest?
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BWhen a Christian witness of Jehovah
of Ntifinyire Village was beaten for re-
fusing to purchase a political card, Banda's
youths took a knife and made cuts en-
circling his arms and then his legs and
inflicted many cuts on his head. Other
Witnesses had six-inch nails driven into
their feet, bicycle spokes were forced
through their legs and then these Chris-
tians were told to run. Still others were
tortured with a burning stick placed
against their arms, legs, head and entire
body. Still these Witnesses refused to com-
promise their religious beliefs or deny
their God Jehovah under such barbaric
torture. Do you have the quality of Chris-
tian endurance in you to stand such tests?
You may be called upon someday to prove
your faith. How will your faith stand up?

PERSECUTION FROM FAMILY MEMBERS
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had angered her most was that she had
been trying for twelve years to make him
break his bad habits without success. Now
that he finally overcame them with the
help of God's spirit, she became displeased
and did everything in her power to try to
break his integrity, even resorting to phys-
ical attacks. Then one day she gave him
an ultimatum: he was to choose between
her and Jehovah. Of course, he chose to
serve Jehovah. From that moment on she
refused even to wash his clothes or to
cook his meals. When this did not break
his integrity, she left him. He has en-
dured much, and we count those happy
who endure. He knows he will face many
problems in the future. None of Jehovah's
people can escape trials as long as this
wicked world exists and Satan is still loose.
But, whatever the problem, know that
God’s spirit is equal to it. “God is faith-

I From the time of Christ until thisyl” assures the apostle Paul, “and he

hour wives have had to endure the abuse
of their unbelieving husbands because of
their Christian faith, and husbands of un-
believing wives have had to do the same.
In the United States a husband ordered
his wife to stop studying the Bible or he
would leave her. After enduring hardship
for over a year the husband had a change
of heart. Shortly thereafter she became
a baptized witness of Jehovah. On the oth-
er hand, in Bremerton, Washington, a hus-
band endured his wife's abuse. In time
she had a change of heart and now they
both study the Bible together. In New
York an alcoholic and a chain smoker
broke these bad habits, only to find that
his wife was displeased with the marvel-
ous change that came over him. She was
furious and accused him of being “be-
witched” by this “new religion.” What

16. (&) What other trials did Jehovah's witnesses in
Malawi suffer? (b) What questions should we ask
ourselves, and why?

17. How have wives and husbands suffered, what
promise can they put trust in. and why?

will not let you be tempted beyond what
you can bear, but along with the tempta-
tion he will also make the way out in
order for you to be able to endure it.”
(1 Cor. 10:13) With that promise rest
confidently in Jehovah, putting complete
trust in him.—Prov. 3:5-7.

B The quality of endurance is absolutely

necessary and it must be inculcated in the
heart if we dedicated, baptized disciples
of Christ are to survive the “great tribu-
lation.” It is needed, not only to survive
the fiery tests now and in the “great trib-

ulation,” but also in the righteous earthly
new order of God’'s making. (Matt. 24:

21, 22) Against the good things of God's
spirit there is no law, and they will endure
indefinitely. Jehovah, who has provided us
with the giant sequoia trees as a living
testimony of endurance, has also seen to
it that by means of his Word, spirit and
organization, we of his intelligent creation
18. (@ Why must the quality of endurance be in-

culcated into the heart? (b) What hope is ours if we
do cultivate the quality of endurance?



220

can acquire the quality of endurance for
our salvation. By building that quality
into our hearts as well as into the hearts
of those with whom we study the Bible to

HE good news of God’s kingdom that

Jehovah's servants bring to the peo-
ple of earth is termed a song, and not
without good reason. It is beautiful, har-
monious, bringing comfort and joy to the
listeners, even as does a beautiful literal
song. Most fittingly we are repeatedly
commanded to sing that song, as at Psalm
96:1 and lIsaiah 42:10: “Sing to Jehovah
a new song.”

As Jehovah's servants we are not only
commanded to sing this figurative song,
but axe also encouraged to sing literal
songs as a part of our worship. And it
might well be said that, of all the ways
in which we can worship and praise Je-
hovah God—by prayer, by public talks,
by our field ministry and by our exem-
plary conduct—one of the most beautiful
of them is this literal singing of songs to
Jehovah’s praise.

Our singing of such songs, then, is a
part of the Christian’s worship of Jeho-
vah God. Jehovah listens to these songs,
even as he does to our prayers. The sing-
ing of these songs furnishes an opportu-
nity for all to share actively in the wor-
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help them to become dedicated, baptized
disciples of Christ, we will be endowed
with the most precious of all possessions,
an endlessly enduring life.

ship. To the extent that we fully enter
into this feature of our worship, to that
extent we will receive joy and spiritual
uplift from doing so.

IN ANCIENT TIMES

It is indeed interesting to note how
musical God’s ancient people were and
what a prominent part music played in
their worship. Thus music historian Kurt
Sachs says: “Among the world’'s books,
few can lay claim to greater importance
for the history of music than the Bible.”
The Oxford Companion to Music tells that
“throughout the ancient history of the
Jewish people ... we find music mentioned
with a frequency that perhaps exceeds its
mention in the history of any other peo-
ple.” And Grove’s Dictionary of Music and
Musicians, Volume 4, asks: ‘Were the Jews
especially a musical people?’ It answers:
“Yes . .. King Sennacherib demanded and
received as tribute from King Hezekiah
many Jewish musicians, male and female.
During the exile the Babylonians demand-
ed of their Jewish captives that they
should entertain them with their songs.”
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Psalm 137 gives us to understand that the
songs of these exiles were primarily “the
songs of Zion,” “the song of Jehovah.”

How typical, then, is the admonition:
“Make melody to God, make melody. Make
melody to our King, make melody. For
God is King of all the earth; make melody,
acting with discretion.” (Ps. 47:6, 7) The
very first recorded instance of the Israel-
ites’ praising Jehovah with melody was
after their deliverance at the Red Sea.
How jubilantly they must have sung the
words! “Let me sing to Jehovah, for he
has become highly exalted. The horse and
its rider he has pitched into the sea.”—EX.
15:1-21.

Vocal and instrumental music became
a prominent part of the temple worship at
Jerusalem. King David arranged for 4,000
out of a total of 38,000 Levites to be “giv-
ers of praise to Jehovah.” (1 Chron. 23:
3, 5) In particular was vocal and instru-
mental praise to Jehovah featured on spe-
cial occasions, as when David brought the
ark of the covenant to Jerusalem, when
Solomon dedicated the temple he had
built to Jehovah, and when the lIsraelites
under Nehemiah inaugurated the wall of
Jerusalem they had rebuilt.—1 Chron. 15:
1-28; 2 Chron. 5:11-14; Neh. 12:27-30,
38-42.

IN APOSTOLIC TIMES

Singing was also a part of worship in
apostolic times. Of Jesus it had been fore-
told: “l will declare your name to my
brothers; in the middle of the congrega-
tion | will praise you with song.” (Heb.
2:12; Ps. 22:22) During and after the
last valid Passover celebration Jesus and
his apostles sang a number of songs or
psalms as was then the custom. (Matt.
26:30) The apostle Paul gives us to un-
derstand that singing was a regular part
of congregational worship, for he says:
“What is to be done, then? ... 1 will sing
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praise with the gift of the spirit,” that is,
in an unknown tongue, “but I will also
sing praise with my mind.”—1 Cor. 14:
15, 16.

Paul not only sang himself but also
urged Christians to sing: “Keep__ speak-
ing to yourselves with psalms and praises
to God and spiritual songs, singing and
accompanying yourselves with music in
your hearts to Jehovah.” “Keep on teach-
ing and admonishing one another with
psalms, praises to God, spiritual songs with
graciousness, singing in your hearts to
Jehovah.”—Eph. 5:18-20; Col. 3:16.

IN MODERN TIMES
Do Jehovah's people in modem times
offer praise to Jehovah and teach and ad-
monish one another with song? Yes, and
for this purpose they have been publish-
ing songbooks ever since 1879, the year
that the very first issue of The Watch-
tower was published. How they are prais-
ing God and admonishing one another in
song today can be seen from the themes
found in their latest songbook, "
and Accompanying Yourselves with Mu-
sic in Your
“Jehovah Has Become King!” “Jehovah
Is My Shepherd,” “ ‘Preach the Word'!”
“Proof of Discipleship.”

This being so, it follows that by singing
such songs as part of our worship we are
also obeying the command of the apostle
Paul: “Let us hold fast the public decla-
ration of our hope without wavering . . .
And let us consider one another to incite
to love and fine works.” (Heb. 10:23, 24)
Yes, when we sing such songs as “We Are
Jehovah’s Witnesses” and “The Resurrec-
tion Joy” we are making public declara-
tion of our hope. And when we sing such
songs as “We Must Have the Faith!” and
“The Fruitage of the Spirit,” are we not
inciting one another to love and fine
works? Surely!

BWmong these are:
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If we pay attention to the words of
these songs, take them to heart and try
to live up to their sentiments to the best
of our ability, just what will be the result?
Why, it will help us as Jehovah's people
to be zealous in our ministry, to be bring-
ing forth all the fruits of the spirit, and
so we will be getting along fine with our
fellow Christians as well as with the mem-
bers of our own families. What a blessing!

AIDS TO SINGING

Since these songs are a part of our
worship, we should want to sing them as
well as we can. That means that we need
to give thought also to their music, their
melodies. Just what is required? First of
all is the matter of getting familiar with
the melodies. Some appear to have a little
difficulty with this. Some have limited mu-
sical ability and in some homes there is
no musical instrument to help out. This
is one of the reasons why the Watch Tow-
er Society provided recordings of the
songs. By obtaining a set of these record-
ings and playing them in their homes, lis-
tening carefully, all such can be aided to
become familiar with the melodies and
learn just how they are to be sung.

Once we are familiar with the melodies,
what else is required? Another thing re-
quired to sing these songs well is to give
attention to the moods of the various
songs. To aid in this there is, at the be-
ginning of each song just above the first
staff of music, a word or phrase indicating
just how the song should be interpreted;
whether happily or fervently, vigorously
or tenderly, and so forth. Paying attention
to these suggestions will help us to get
into the right mood for the various songs
so as to sing them with the feeling or
spirit required by both the words and the
music.

Applying the principles learned in the
Theocratic Ministry School will also great-
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ly aid us in our efforts to sing well. Even
as with public speaking, one of the basic
requirements is singing these with suffi-
cient volume. Of course, not all can raise
their voices to the same degree. Some are
naturally soft-spoken, others may not be
feeling well, others may be feeble because
of old age; some may not be able to sing
at all. But each one can have the spirit
of the songs
expression to it to the extent he can.

Then again, in our Theocratic Ministry
School training we are counseled on en-
thusiasm and on warmth and feeling.
These qualities are even more important
to our singing well our songs of praise to
Jehovah. So we want to sing them with
spirit and feeling, especially those the
moods of which are heartfelt. And even as
sense stress is important in speaking, so
stress, that is, the stress of the beat, is
important in singing if we would do jus-
tice to the spirit of the song.

How fitting it is that we sing praise to
Jehovah in view of how wonderful and
loving he is! How fitting that we also teach
and admonish one another in song! By
reason of the fact that singing is a part
of our worship all can have an active part
in it, even though not all are privileged to
speak from the platform. So let us take
this part of our worship seriously, for
Jehovah is listening to our singing of songs
of praise even as he listens to our prayers.

And, above all, let us pay more than
usual attention to the words. It is by the
words that we worship Jehovah God,
bringing praise to Him, and it is by the
words that we teach and admonish one
another. If we truly enter into the singing
part of our worship with all our hearts we
will bring joy to Jehovah, honor to his
name, and we will bring encouragement
and happiness to others as well as to our-
selves. Yes, “make melody to God, make
melody.”

inhis heart and the



Succeeding by Faithfulness in the Ministry

By what standard do worldly people judge
success?

Worldly people lay great stress on “higher
education.” The higher the learning that one
has received, the more successful many persons
hold him to be. Yet The world through its wis-
dom has not come to know God.” (1 Cor. 1:21)
Worldly people also lay great stress on mate-
rial riches as an evidence of success. But what
counts with God is being “rich in fine works.”
—1 Tim. 6:18.

By what standards was
success?

He put the emphasis on glorifying his heav-
enly Father. (John 12:28; 17:4) By successfully
meeting all the tests brought upon him by the
Devil, Jesus proved his unbreakable devotion
to his heavenly Father and branded the Devil
a liar. Yes, he faithfully carried out ‘Jehovah’s
regulations and judicial decisions' in his min-
istry and so was successful.—1 Chron. 22:13.*

Jesus9 ministry a

For what basic reasons is the preaching done
by Jehovah% witnesses a success in our day?
First of all, by means of their faithful min-
istry they make known Jehovah's name and
purposes. Others must have the opportunity to
learn about him, that he is a loving God. Call-

* For details see The Watchtower, April 1, 1969.

e How are we to understand Isaiah 7:14,
which the apostle Matthew applied to Jesus?
Jesus was not called “Immanuel,” was he?
—J. G, US.A.

In applying lIsaiah 7:14 to Jesus the apostle
Matthew wrote: “All this actually came about
for that to be fulfilled which was spoken by
Jehovah through his prophet, saying: ‘Look!
The virgin will become pregnant and will
give birth to a son, and they will call his
name Immanuel,’ which means, when trans-
lated, ‘With Us Is God."—Matt. 1:22, 23.

ing on others in their homes provides many
opportunities to speak in behalf of Jehovah.
This is the most important of all reasons why
the ministry of Jehovah's witnesses is suc-
ceeding.

A second and very important reason why
their ministry is succeeding is that by means
of it they demonstrate their love for Jehovah
and for their neighbor. In fact, there is nothing
like the ministry to sharpen one's appreciation,
to perfect one's obedience and to show what is
in one’s heart.—Mark 12:29-31.

Also, their ministry is succeeding because it
warns the wicked regarding Armageddon. The
seriousness of this obligation is seen by Eze-
kiel's commission. Jehovah made him a watch-
man. If he failed to warn someone wicked, the
wicked one would die in his error, but Ezekiel
would also die for having failed to warn him.
To deliver his own soul he had to warn the
wicked one.—Ezek. 3:17-19.

And fourth, there is the making of disciples
in obedience to the commission that Jesus gave
his followers. Right-hearted persons hear the
Kingdom message preached by Jehovah's ser-
vants and so learn of and enter upon the nar-
row way of life, rather than undertake the
broad road that leads to destruction. More than
120,000 did so during the 1969 service year.
—Matt. 7:13, 14; 28:19, 20.

True, Jesus was not called “Immanuel.” But
that fact does not mean that he did not fulfill
this scripture. It was meant to state a fact
regarding his mission rather than to give him
a literal name. This can be illustrated by an-
other prophecy of Isaiah, found at chapter
nine, verses six and seven: “For there has
been a child born to us, there has been a son
given to us; and the princely rule will come
to be upon his shoulder. And his name will
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. To the abun-
dance of the princely rule and to peace there
will be no end, upon the throne of David and
upon his kingdom in order to establish it
firmly and to sustain it by means of justice
and by means of righteousness.”

There can be no doubt that this prophecy
applies to Jesus Christ, the Son of God as well
as of David. Yet nowhere do we read that any
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of Jesus* apostles or disciples identified him
by these names. Nevertheless, when upon earth
he was the “Wonderful Counselor,** and will
be such even more so in the coming system
of things as he counsels all mankind as to how
to gain everlasting life. From his creation on-
ward the designation “Mighty God* was appli-
cable to him; and since his resurrection, when
he received all authority in heaven and on
earth, and especially since his ascension into
heaven, when he became the “reflection of
[God’s] glory” and the “exact representation
of his very being,” has that designation been
most fitting for him. (Heb. 1:3; Matt. 28:18)
Further, in that he will provide everlasting
life to obedient humankind by means of his
ransom sacrifice he very appropriately is named
“Eternal Father.” And, since by means of his
kingdom he will bring everlasting peace to
humankind, as well as to all the universe, how
fitting that he be called “Prince of Peace.”

So, too, with Isaiah 7:14, which tells that a
“maiden herself will actually become pregnant,
and she is giving birth to a son, and she will
certainly call his name Immanuel.” That the
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emphasis is on the role Jesus will play is ap-
parent from Matthew’s giving us also the
meaning of Immanuel, namely, “With Us Is
God.”

Most appropriate is it that Jesus Christ as
the foremost representative of Jehovah God
ever on earth has the title “With Us Is God.”
And particularly is this so when we remember
Jesus* reply to Philip’s request: “Lord, show
us the Father, and it is enough for us.” Jesus
said to Philip: “Have | been with you men so
long a time, and yet, Philip, you have not come
to know me? He that has seen me has seen
the Father also. How is it you say, ‘Show us
the Father*? Do you not believe that I am in
union with the Father and the Father is in
union with me?”—John 14:8-10.

Surely, in view of these facts we can see how
fitting it was and is that in prophecy Jesus was
identified not only as “Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace,”
but also as “Immanuel,” meaning, “With Us
Is God.” And all this, let it be noted, without
his actually being called by these names when
he was on earth.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FIELD MINISTRY

True Christians know how important it is to
be faithful in all matters pertaining to pure
worship. (1 Chron. 22:13) To serve Jehovah
God and his Son Jesus Christ faithfully ne-
cessitates a study of the Bible so as to know
clearly what we are to do. Each issue of the
Watchtower magazine aids millions of persons
world wide to gain knowledge and understand-
ing of God’'s purposes for mankind. To help
others to be a success in God's eyes, Jehovah's
witnesses will be offering in their house-to-
house ministry during April a year’s subscrip-
tion for The Watchtower, along with three
booklets, for $1.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
April 26: Building Disciples Having the Qual-
ity of Endurance. Page 208. Songs to Be
Used: 15, 111.
May 3: When Building Disciples, Motivate th
Heart. Page 214. Songs to Be Used: 23, 31.



