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Every watchtower has its purpose. It serves as an elevated place for a 

wide-awake person with sharp vision. It enables him to see far ahead into 
the distance and tell those below for whom he is a watchman what is 
drawing near, whether it is a danger against which to prepare or it is 
something good over which to be glad with strong faith and hope.

Because of having the name "The W atchtow er" this magazine justly 
has to render a similar useful service to the people o f all nations. This is 
an international magazine and makes no racial distinctions, for we are all 
facing a common world danger; we are all hoping for a common good.

Ever since "T he W atchtow er” began to be published in July o f 1879 it 
has looked ahead into the future, always striving to aid its readers to ad­
vance in knowledge and to gain a clearer picture o f the glorious new order 
o f things that is in store for righteous mankind. No, "The W atchtow er” 
is no inspired prophet, but it follows and explains a Book o f prophecy the 
predictions in which have proved to be unerring and unfailing till now. 
"T h e W atchtow er” is therefore under safe guidance. It may be read with 
confidence, for its statements may be checked against that prophetic Book.

Am ong the many nations o f today there are hundreds of differing 
religions. W hich one does this magazine present? N ot the confused religions 
o f Christendom, but the religion of the oldest sacred Book on earth. W hich  
Book? The Sacred Bible of the H oly Scriptures, written by inspiration in 
the name of the Creator o f heaven and earth, the only living and true God.

The sacred, nonpolitical purpose of "The W atchtow er” is accordingly 
to encourage and promote study of the H oly Bible and to give our many 
readers the needed unsectarian help to understand that Book of true 
religion and infallible prophecy. Thus this magazine will be helping them 
to prove worthy o f perfect life and happiness in God’s promised new order 
under His everlasting kingdom of righteousness.
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TO THE LORD S 
EVENING HEAL

ES, the Christian witnesses of Jeho­
vah throughout the earth invite 

you to attend their celebration of the 
Lord’s evening mecil.

But you may ask, What kind of meal 
is it? When and where will it be served? 
What is its purpose, and why should I 
want to be present?

The Lord’s evening meal is also known 
as the memorial of Christ’s death and, 
more commonly, as the Lord’s Supper. The 
manner of its celebration is recorded for 
us in the Bible at 1 Corinthians 11:23-25: 
“The Lord Jesus, on the night he was 
betrayed, took the bread, gave thanks to 
God, broke it, and said, ‘This is my body 
which is given for you. Do this in memory 
of me.’ In the same way, he took the cup 
after the supper and said, ‘This cup is God’s 
new covenant, sealed with my blood. When­
ever you drink it, do it in memory of me.’ ”  
—Today’s English Version.

Where will this meal take place? At

the local Kingdom Halls of Jehovah’s wit­
nesses. When? Jesus instituted it on Nisan 
14, according to the Biblical calendar. It 
was right after he and his apostles had 
celebrated the annual passover commemo­
rating the deliverance of Israel from Egyp­
tian bondage. (Matt. 26:2, 17-20) So once 
each year on Nisan 14 the Christian wit­
nesses of Jehovah meet in obedience to 
Jesus’ command. This year the date, on 
the Gregorian calendar, is March 22 after 
sundown.

What is the purpose of this evening 
meal? It has the same purpose as any 
memorial. And that is to keep from forget­
ting an important event. And what event 
does the Lord’s evening meal commemo­
rate? On Nisan 14, 33 C.E., Jesus Christ 
as “the Lamb of God” died to ‘take away 
the sin of the world.’ (John 1:29) Certain­
ly no more important event for humankind 
has taken place than the sacrificial death 
of Jesus Christ. By means of it all men 
exercising faith can become free from sin 
and death and gain everlasting life.—John 
3:16.

The Lord’s evening meal serves a spe­
cial purpose for those anointed footstep 
followers of Jesus Christ with whom he 
has made a covenant for a heavenly king­
dom. (Luke 22:28-30) By partaking of the 
unleavened bread and fermented red wine 
they indicate their oneness with their Head 
and their determination to continue faith­
ful. As the apostle Paul noted: “The cup
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of blessing which we bless, is it not a shar­
ing in the blood of the Christ? The loaf 
which we break, is it not a sharing in the 
body of the Christ?”—1 Cor. 10:16.

Although the Lord’s evening meal was 
originally instituted for the benefit of these 
who partake of the bread and wine and 
who are known as a “ little flock,” today 
they are by no means the only ones wel­
come. (Luke 12:32) In fact, last year more 
them 2,700,000 attended in the more than 
25,600 congregations that met world wide 
to celebrate the Lord’s evening meal. How­
ever, less than 10,400 of all of these at- 
tenders professed to be of the “little flock” 
with heavenly hopes and indicated this by 
partaking of the bread and wine.

Christian witnesses of Jehovah who do 
not profess to be of the “little flock” look 
forward, not to life in the heavenly king­
dom, but to everlasting life on a paradisaic 
earth when God’s will is done on earth 
even as it is in heaven. (Matt. 6:10; Rev. 
21:4) They are described by Jesus as his 
“other sheep,” who today comprise a 
“great crowd” out of all nations. These 
attend the Lord’s evening meal as ob­
servers because of their appreciation of 
what Jehovah and Jesus Christ have done 
for them.—John 10:16; Rev. 7:9-17.

But Jehovah’s witnesses, with either 
heavenly or earthly prospects, are not the 
only ones welcome to this memorial of 
Christ’s death. In fact, with about 1,300,- 
000 active Witnesses world wide and a 
memorial attendance last year of over 
2,700,000, it can be seen that there were 
more visitors present them Witnesses 
themselves! All lovers of truth and righ­
teousness are welcome as well as all who 
are “conscious of their spiritual need.” 
—Matt. 5:3.

Why should you want to attend? How 
do you stand to benefit? The very fact 
that Jesus Christ commanded that his fol­
lowers come together to observe this me-
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morial of his death should make you want 
to attend. There will be heartfelt singing 
of beautiful Christian songs especially ap­
propriate to the occasion. There will also 
be a series of earnest and thankful prayers 
by mature Christians. And there will be 
featured an enlightening discourse on the 
meaning of the Lord’s evening meal. It 
will trace the faithful course that Jesus 
took while on earth: being obedient even 
to the shameful and painful death on the 
torture stake. For this reason his Heav­
enly Father resurrected and highly ex­
alted him, so that now he is in position 
to administer the benefits of his sacrifice 
to all humankind.—Phil. 2:5-11.

Since this will be such a joyful and mean­
ingful occasion, you are bound to benefit 
from attending it. You will grow in your 
understanding and appreciation of the 
goodness and love of Jehovah God and Je­
sus Christ. And doubtless you will get a 
clearer picture than you ever had before 
of just what it means to be a recil Chris­
tian, a genuine follower of Jesus Christ. 
—1 Pet. 2:21.

So please consider this as your per­
sonal invitation to attend the Lord’s eve­
ning meal with the Christian witnesses of 
Jehovah at one of their Kingdom Halls. 
You will be in the company of a large 
group of friendly Christians who will ex­
tend to you a warm welcome. As a visitor 
you will not be asked to say anything 
during the meeting, nor will you have a 
collection plate passed in front of you. 
Jehovah’s Christian witnesses heed Jesus’ 
words: “You received free, give free,”  and 
have learned to appreciate that “there is 
more happiness in giving than there is in 
receiving.” If you do not know the location 
of the Kingdom Hall nearest you, ask any 
witness of Jehovah you may happen to 
know or write to the publishers of The 
Watchtower. (See inside cover for the ad­
dress.)—Matt. 10:8; Acts 20:35.

STie WATCHTOWER-



HEN Jesus Christ was on trial before 
Roman governor Pontius Pilate, his 

answer to the false charges that had been 
laid against him was summed up in his 
statement, “For this I have been born, 
. . .  that I should bear witness to the truth.” 
The governor replied with a question: 
“What is truth?”

Pilate was appointed to govern an area 
that for centuries had been the center of 
Jewish worship. And now the chief priests 
of the Jews had him under severe pressure 
to put to death a man of whose innocence 
Pilate was evidently convinced. He had 
reason to ask, “What is truth?”

But there is nothing to indicate that Pi­
late really pursued a search for the truth. 
He turned Jesus over for execution and 
washed his hands of the affair. He was 
no doubt disturbed, but not disturbed 
enough.—John 18:37, 38; 19:12-16.

There are many persons like Pilate: con­
fused and disturbed about this matter of 
truth. When the subject of truth comes 
up one may think of one’s own church, 
one’s own religion. But lately so many 
things have been happening in religious 
circles that people are genuinely perplexed. 
Reports of what is happening in the 
churches create serious doubts in the 
minds of many sincere people as to wheth­
er their church really does have the truth 
or not. They still believe in God, but is God 
in their church? Was he ever in their 
church? Have thoughts like these crossed 
your mind?

RECOGNIZING THE TRUTH TODAY
But is truth really so hard to recognize? 

Perhaps you have heard someone use the 
expression that some statement or belief 
has the “ring of truth.” Just what does 
that mean? Well, it means that something 
sounds right. Truth is “conformity with 
the facts.” And when you hear of some new 
thought that you know to be in harmony 
with other ideas based on facts, you at 
once want to say, “That’s right.” It sounds 
reasonable. You have no difficulty in ac­
cepting it.

It could also be that the source of the 
information has some influence on your 
acceptance of it. If it originates from a 
source that you have always known to be 
reliable, unbiased and well-informed, you 
have little difficulty in hearing the ring 
of truth in what is said.

Now, would you say that the things you 
hear and read in connection with your 
own church give you this kind of confi­
dence? Do you find the things you are 
being taught easy to harmonize with facts? 
Do they sound reasonable to you? Are you 
convinced that your religious leaders are 
sincere? Do they themselves live in har­
mony with what they teach? More and 
more people are having difficulty in an­
swering Yes to questions like these.

A BOOK OF TRUTH
But does this mean that there is no 

truth to be found anywhere? Not at all. 
You are probably a member of your church 
because you have always felt that it be­
longed to God and taught his Word the
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Bible. It could be that you are now just 
beginning to read the Bible for yourself 
and are having difficulty in harmonizing 
what you read with what your clergyman 
has been teaching.

Perhaps you have thought of your re­
ligion as the right one because it is so old. 
But the Bible is older, and all it says still 
conforms with the facts. What it teaches 
is still reasonable. Its writers have lost 
nothing of that peerless sincerity that 
stamps them as being honest. It has never 
been successfully contradicted, and the 
truthfulness of its prophecies is proved as 
each day goes by. It was the Holy Scrip­
tures that Jesus spoke of when he said in 
prayer to God, “Your word is truth.” And 
it was this same Word that he recommend­
ed to his hearers when he said, “You will 
know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free.”—John 17:17; 8:32.

Who were the people to whom Jesus 
spoke those words? They were people who 
thought they were free and that they knew 
the truth. They thought they were still 
following the worship of their forefather 
Abraham and that because their religion 
was so “old” it had to be right. But in fact 
their leaders had departed far from what 
Abraham believed; they had amassed tra­
ditions and philosophies that had the peo­
ple in bondage. Just how deeply into error 
they had gone was shown by Jesus when 
he rebuked them: “But now you are seek­
ing to kill me, a man that has told you 
the truth that I heard from God. Abraham 
did not do this.”—John 8:40.

MEN OF TRUTH
But not all of those who listened to Je­

sus speak the truth opposed him. Maybe 
you are like the men who became his dis­
ciples. They, too, belonged to an old tra­
ditional religion that had its roots in past 
centuries. But they were able to discern 
that their religious leaders had departed
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from the Scriptures and were not acting 
honestly. They could see their commercial 
greed, their ambitions, their meddling in 
politics, their disposition toward violence.

Much has been said about the intellec­
tual capacity of these disciples of Jesus. 
The Jewish rulers spoke of them as “un­
lettered and ordinary” men, and yet this 
was on an occasion when the simplicity 
and boldness with which they spoke caused 
these rulers to wonder. They began to 
“recognize about them that they used to 
be with Jesus.” Why? No doubt because 
the things these men said and the straight­
forward way in which they reasoned had 
the same “ring” as Jesus’ speech.—Acts 
4:13.

It is interesting to note that some reli­
gious leaders of today still reason like the 
Jewish rulers and priests. In his book, 
Whereon to Stand: What Catholics Believe 
and Why,Roman Catholic writer John
Gilland Brunini speaks of Jesus’ apostles 
and says: “Before Christ’s death, Peter 
and his brethren were guided far more by 
faith than by knowledge and understand­
ing. However much Jesus instructed them, 
they stumbled over lessons with which 
Christian school children today have little 
difficulty.” But just how accurate is this 
appraisal of the situation?

The writer immediately goes on to il­
lustrate his point by saying: “The idea 
that they were associated with a Man who 
was unique and was truly Man and truly 
God came through to them with slowness.” 
In other words, their backwardness was 
demonstrated in that they did not appear 
to believe in a trinity. According to the 
writer they got over this backwardness 
when ‘the Holy Spirit later supplied them 
with grace.’ Is this in harmony with the 
facts? Read through their inspired writ­
ings after they received the holy spirit 
from God and see if you can find the slight­
est trace of evidence that they now ac-
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cepted the Trinity teaching. You can find 
none.

How about you? Do you believe in a 
mysterious God made up of three persons, 
all of them coequal? Just how does this 
fit with reason and facts? More important, 
is it in harmony with the Bible? Peter 
identified Je­
sus, not as God, 
but as “ the  
Son of the liv­
ing God.” The 
beloved apostle 
John speaks of 
him as being 
God’s “ only- 
begotten Son,” 
and “the beginning of the creation by 
God.”  The apostle Paul shows that Jesus’ 
relative position is that of “mediator be­
tween God and men.” All of this has the 
ring of truth. It is reasonable. Above all, 
it agrees with what Jesus himself taught. 
There is nothing hard to grasp about his 
plain statement, “The Father is greater 
than I am.”—Matt. 16:16; John 3:16; 
Rev. 3:14; 1 Tim. 2:5; John 14:28.

QUALITIES AKIN TO TRUTH
Did you notice too in the dispute be­

tween Jesus and those Jews who thought 
they had the truth that those men were 
disposed to violence? Their anger at Jesus 
for speaking ‘the truth he heard from 
God’ made them want to kill him. For that 
reason he told them they were sons of the 
original liar and manslayer, Satan. The 
Bible teaches that those who have the real 
truth from God would be peaceable. “The 
wisdom from above is . . .  peaceable,” says 
the disciple James. (Jas. 3:17) Now, is 
your church promoting peace? If you are 
a Catholic, how do you feel when you read 
reports from Brazil, considered to be the 
largest Catholic country in the world, that 
tell of the arrest of priests, monks and
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seminarians because of alleged subversive 
activities? Does it make you wonder when 
one of that nation’s security chiefs states 
that he has “conclusive proof”  that at 
least three of the arrested religious lead­
ers have strong ties with Brazil’s commu­
nist terrorist organization? Universo,

G u a y a q u i l ,  
Ecuador, No­
v e m b e r  9,  
1969) But with 
r e g a r d  t o  
Christendom’s 
r e l ig io n s  in 
general, have 
not people o f 
the same reli­

gion killed one another in wartime? Yet 
Jesus indicated that his true followers 
would be noted for their love and peace­
ableness.—John 13:35; Matt. 5:9.

James also said that the wisdom from 
above “ is first of all chaste.” (Jas. 3:17) 
Now, unchastity is rampant everywhere. 
The causes are many, but not least of them 
is ignorance of what the Bible teaches on 
morals. And those who should have been 
teaching this kind of truth have to shoul­
der their share of the responsibility. An 
Outline-History of Latin America, speak­
ing of religious life in that part of the 
world, says:

“The practice of religion in the Spanish 
colonies and in Brazil was often superficial,
. . .  The clergy were frequently illiterate,. . .  
and often immoral as well. Hence they some­
times set a bad example for the people, who 
in some cases lost all respect for the clergy 
. . .  In every community the populace was 
appealed to by the Church through the use 
of religious festivals, processions and cele­
brations of all descriptions. Especially in 
Indian towns, the ceremonies of the Church 
appeared inseparable from the old pagan 
forms of idol worship. It may be safely said 
that in many communities in the colonies 
the Roman Catholic religion had broken 
down and had become devoid of much of its 
European significance by grafting upon it 
many non-Christian practices.”

SEeWATCHTOWER.
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This was in the days of the Spanish 

colonies, but things are not much different 
today. The same religious processions, with 
the participants masquerading as demons, 
angels and animals while at the same time 
using images and other artifacts of the 
modem church, are still a regular spec­
tacle throughout the Indian population of 
South America. The festivals are still char­
acterized by drunken, immoral orgies that 
frequently end in bloodshed, and the Cath­
olic priests still officiate at them through 
the mass. Many sincere Catholics who see 
these things for the first time are dis­
turbed to know about such practices in 
“ their” religion. They have reason to be.

You see, all of these things we have 
discussed go together. Truthfulness, rea­
sonableness, peace, chastity; they belong 
with one another. If one is missing, we 
doubt the others. And if they are missing 
in your church, you have reason to look 
elsewhere. But where can one look?

SATISFYING THE SEARCH FOR TRUTH
Well, Jesus said that the kind of people 

that God is looking for are those who 
would worship him “with spirit and truth.” 
(John 4:23, 24) If there are such people 
—and there are—they will teach reason­
able, Scriptural doctrines. They will be at 
peace with one another and you will find 
them living in a way that recommends 
them as Christians. We would like to in­
vite you to look more closely at Jehovah’s 
witnesses. You may know at least one of 
them, since you are reading this maga­
zine. Perhaps this person is known to you 
personally, or you may know of others of 
Jehovah’s witnesses in your neighborhood. 
Have you not noticed that they are usually 
the kind of people we have described?

Of course, we do not expect you to ac­
cept without personal investigation what
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we say. You may have your religion and 
you may still feel it is the best one. If you 
are sincere, you should. But you should 
also want to be right and have the truth. 
As has been said, “ It is one thing to want 
the truth to be on our side, but another 
very different thing sincerely to want to 
be on the side of the truth.”

You see, the truth is not popular. It was 
not in Jesus’ day. The Jews wanted to 
kill him because he was speaking the truth. 
It angered them because it was different 
from what they taught. That is why Je­
hovah’s witnesses are not usually very 
popular. What they teach is different, be­
cause the truth is different. You do not 
find them taking part in politics. But you 
will find that they do pay their taxes, live 
by the moral standards of the Bible and 
do not fight with their neighbors.

Of course, this is not all there is to the 
matter of having the truth in your life. 
When one knows what truth is, he should 
not be afraid to tell it to others even 
though it may be different. That is why 
you also find Jehovah’s witnesses at your 
door so often.

Perhaps the one who left you this maga­
zine will be back to see you, because Jeho­
vah’s witnesses are interested in talking 
with people who have investigating minds. 
Why not invite him in and discuss the mat­
ter further. Remember that the important 
thing is to establish the truth. And there 
is only one truth. If you have it, then 
please use it to help others become free 
from falsehood. But if your mind is tan­
gling with a religion that you cannot rec­
oncile with reasonableness, chastity and 
peace, then you have reason to be dis­
turbed. Do not wash your hands of the 
affair as Pilate did. Pursue your search 
for the answer to the question, “What is 
truth?”
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NO DOUBT you, like the vast majority of 
persons, acknowledge belief in God. But 
what does God mean to you? What quali­
ties or characteristics does he have? How 
would you describe him?

First of all, it is good to realize that 
God has a name—not one given to him 
by men, but a name that he has given to 
himself. Perhaps you have seen that name, 
Jehovah, in your own copy of the Bible. 
—Ps. 83:18; Isa. 42:8,

If you have reasoned on the matter, 
you probably concluded that God has al­
ways existed and that he is responsible 
for all creation. You no doubt found this 
more logical to believe than that the uni­
verse brought itself into existence and, 
without any guiding intelligence, produced 
the marvelous results you see all around. 
Therefore you have reason to agree with 
the acclaim given to God by heavenly 
creatures: “You are worthy, Jehovah, even 
our God, to receive the glory and the hon­
or and the power, because you created all 
things, and because of your will they ex­
isted and were created.”—Rev. 4:11.

You undoubtedly accept the idea of in­
finity—that something can be limitless, 
without beginning or end. You realize, for 
instance, that time is infinite, and that 
space has no beginning or end as far as 
man can determine. Thus, you can accept 
the fact that Jehovah God is the “King of 
eternity,” and that, as the Bible says, he 
has no beginning and will have no end. 
—1 Tim. 1:17; Ps. 90:2; Rev. 10:6.

AWE-INSPIRING, MAGNIFICENT
But what does God look like? How 

would you describe him?
Since Jehovah is a Spirit, and thus is 

beyond the power of humans to see, any 
description of his appearance in human 
terms can only approximate his incom­
parable glory. (John 4:24) Jehovah says: 
“To whom can you people liken me so 
that I should be made his equal? . . .  Raise 
your eyes high up and see. Who has cre­
ated these things? It is the One who is 
bringing forth the army of them even by 
number, all of whom he calls even by 
name.”—Isa. 40:25, 26.

Thus is emphasized the greatness and 
incomparable glory of the Creator of this 
marvelous material universe. Perhaps you 
have seen motion pictures of a powerful 
nuclear explosion with all its awe-inspiring 
brilliance and magnitude. Yet the thou­
sands of millions of stars, or distant suns, 
that Jehovah created and calls individual­
ly by name give off tremendous flares that 
dwarf in brilliance and energy anything 
that man can produce. How awe-inspiring 
and magnificent the Creator of these in­
numerable suns must be!

No wonder that Jehovah God cannot be 
fully comprehended by mere humans. Real­
ly, for the Almighty Jehovah to set down 
for us a description of himself in spirit 
terms would be like supplying advanced 
algebraic equations to persons having only 
the most elementary knowledge of mathe­
matics. Or it would be like trying to ex-
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plain colors to a person born blind.—Job 
37:23, 24.

Nevertheless, certain of Jehovah’s ser­
vants were given inspired visions of his 
heavenly courts, although they did not ac­
tually see God. (John 1:18) Their descrip­
tion of his presence portrays, not only 
great dignity and awesome majesty, but 
also serenity, order, beauty and pleasant­
ness. These descriptions employ meta­
phors and similes, likening Jehovah’s ap­
pearance to things known to humans, such 
as jewels, fire and a rainbow. But, of 
course, such descriptions are never to be 
taken literally.—Ezek. 1:26-28; Rev. 4:1-3.

DESCRIBED AS IF HAVING HUMAN FEATURES
Similarly, Jehovah God is described in 

the Bible as if having certain human fea­
tures. For example, the Christian apostle 
Peter wrote: “The e of Jehovah are 
upon the righteous ones, and his ears are 
toward their supplication; but the face of 
Jehovah is against those doing bad things.” 
(1 Pet. 3:12; Ezek. 20:33; Ex. 15:6; Luke 
11:20) Such expressions are often neces­
sary for the description to be humanly 
comprehensible. But they are not to be 
taken literally, any more than metaphori­
cal references to God as being a “sun,” 
“ shield” or “Rock” are to be taken literal- 
ly.—Ps. 84:11; Deut. 32:4, 31.

“But does the Bible not say that man 
was made in ‘God’s image’?” you may in­
quire. “And does not that indicate that 
God has body parts that are similar to 
those of humans?”—Gen. 1:27.

Bible references to man’s being made in 
God’s image do not mean that the first 
human was created physically in Jeho­
vah’s likeness. Rather, they refer to man’s 
being created with the same attributes or 
qualities possessed by Jehovah God, such 
as love, thinking ability, a sense of justice, 
and so forth. That physical likeness is not 
meant is indicated by Jehovah’s specific
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warning to the nation of Israel through 
his spokesman Moses: “You must take 
good care of your souls, because you 
not see any form  on the day of Jehovah’s 
speaking to you in Horeb out of the mid­
dle of the fire, that you may not act ruin­
ously and may not really make for your­
selves a carved image, the form of any 
symbol, the representation of male or fe­
male.”—Deut. 4:15, 16.

This shows that it is impossible for any 
humans to make a likeness of Jehovah 
God, because no human knows what he 
looks like, that is, what form of likeness 
he has. We do know that God and his 
spirit creations are altogether different 
from humans. Their perception, for in­
stance, is not dependent on eyes and ears 
such as humans possess.

For example, Jehovah God, even with­
out the benefit of light rays, can see deeds 
done in utter darkness. (Ps. 139:1, 7-12; 
Heb. 4:13) In fact, his vision can encom­
pass all the earth. (Prov. 15:3) And he 
needs no X-ray equipment to see the grow­
ing embryo within the human womb. 
—Ps. 139:15, 16.

Furthermore, Jehovah’s hearing is not 
dependent on sound waves in an atmo­
sphere, for he can “hear” expressions 
though uttered voiceless in human hearts. 
(Gen. 24:42-45; Ps. 19:14) Man cannot 
successfully measure the vast physical 
universe, yet even as the physical heavens 
do not embrace or enclose the place of Je­
hovah’s residence, much less does some 
earthly house or temple. (1 Ki. 8:27) Real­
ly, what a great God we worship!

LOVE MANIFESTED IN CREATIVE WORKS
How grateful we can be that the awe­

inspiring, magnificent Jehovah is outstand­
ingly a God of love! In all his dealings 
this quality is apparent.

Jehovah showed love in granting his 
first-created spirit Son the privilege of
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sharing with him in all further works of 
creation, generously causing this fact to 
be made known, with resultant honor to 
his Son. (Gen. 1:26; Col. 1:15-17) He thus 
did not weakly fear the possibility of com­
petition, but rather displayed complete 
confidence in his own rightful Sovereignty 
as well as in his Son’s loyalty and devo­
tion. And, lovingly, Jehovah allows his 
spirit sons relative freedom in the dis­
charge of their duties, on occasion even 
permitting them to offer their views on 
how they might carry out particular as­
signments.—1 Ki. 22:19-22.

Jehovah’s love was further demonstrat­
ed in his arranging for the bringing into 
existence of earthly creatures. Since man 
was made “ in God’s image,” it follows that 
the joy a human father finds in his child, 
particularly one who shows filial love and 
acts with wisdom, reflects the joy that 
Jehovah finds in his intelligent creatures 
who love and wisely serve Him. (Prov. 
27:11; Matt. 3:17; 12:18) This pleasure 
comes, not from any material or physical 
gain, but from seeing his creatures will­
ingly hold to his righteous standards and 
show unselfishness and generosity.—Ps. 
147:10, 11; Heb. 13:16.

Certainly the first man Adam in his per­
fection had reason to feel awesome re­
spect and love for his Creator. He could 
certainly concur with the later words of 
the Bible psalmist: “I shall laud you [Je­
hovah] because in a fear-inspiring way I 
am wonderfully made. Your works are 
wonderful, as my soul is very well aware.” 
—Ps. 139:14.

Adam’s own body—outstandingly ver­
satile among earthly creatures—as well as 
the things he found around him, offered 
good reason to laud Jehovah. Each new 
bird, animal and fish, each different plant, 
flower and tree, every field, forest, hill, 
valley and stream that the man saw would
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impress upon him the depth and breadth 
of his Father’s wisdom and the colorful­
ness of Jehovah’s personality as reflected 
in the grand variety of his creative works. 
All of man’s senses—sight, hearing, taste, 
smell and touch—would communicate to 
his receptive mind the evidence of a most 
generous and thoughtful Creator.

Nor were Adam’s intellectual needs, his 
need for conversation and companionship, 
forgotten, as his Father provided him with 
an intelligent feminine counterpart. (Gen. 
2:18-23) They both could well have sung 
to Jehovah, as did the Bible psalmist: “Re­
joicing to satisfaction is with your face; 
there is pleasantness at your right hand 
forever.” (Ps. 16:8, 11) Having been the 
object of so much love, Adam and Eve 
should certainly have known that “ God is 
love.”—1 John 4:16.

Most importantly, Jehovah God supplied 
man’s spiritual needs. He revealed him­
self to his human son Adam, communicat­
ing with him, giving him divine assign­
ments of service, the obedient performance 
of which would constitute a major part of 
man’s worship. (Gen. 1:27-30; 2:15-17) 
Even when the first human pair rebelled 
against His law, Jehovah did not cease to 
exercise love.

Mercifully God made provision for Ad­
am’s offspring to recover the forfeited hu­
man perfection and prospect of eternal 
life. The Bible explains: “God loved the 
world [of mankind] so much that he gave 
his only-begotten Son, in order that every­
one exercising faith in him might not be 
destroyed but have everlasting life.” (John 
3:16) Are you not grateful to Jehovah 
for this loving provision?

GOD’S STANDARDS AN EVIDENCE OF LOVE
We can also be thankful to Jehovah for 

the stability he established in his creative 
works. The regular cycle of day and night,

SEeWATCHTOWEFL



172

the steady downward course of rivers in 
response to the force of gravity, and count­
less other things give proof that earth’s 
Creator is a God, not of confusion, but of 
order. (1 Cor. 14:33) Man surely finds 
this helpful in carrying out his activities. 
He is thus able to plan and work with 
confidence, free from anxious uncertain­
ty. How loving and thoughtful for Jeho­
vah to provide such standardization in laws 
and works of creation!

Commenting on these standards En­
cyclopaedia Britannica makes these inter­
esting comments:

“Man’s accomplishments [in establishing 
standards] . . . pale into insignificance when 
compared with standards in nature. The 
constellations, the orbits of the planets, the 
changeless normal properties of conductiv­
ity, ductility, elasticity, hardness, permeabil­
ity, refractivity, strength, or viscosity in the 
materials of nature, the orbits of electrons 
within the atom or the structure of cells, 
are a few examples of the astounding stan­
dardization in nature.”

And showing the importance of such 
standardization, this reference goes on to 
say:

“Only through the standardization found 
in nature is it possible to recognize and 
classify . . .  the many kinds of plants, fishes, 
birds or animals. Within these kinds, indi­
viduals resemble each other in minutest 
detail of structure, function and habits pe­
culiar to each. If it were not for such stan­
dardization in the human body, physicians 
would not know whether an individual pos­
sesses certain organs, where to look for 
them . . .  In fact, without nature’s standards 
there could be no organized society, no 
education and no physicians; each depends 
upon underlying, comparable similarities.” 
— Vol. 21, pp. 306, 307, 1959 edition.

In view of such standardization in Je­
hovah’s marvelous material creations, it 
should not seem strange to us that Jeho­
vah should set standards governing man’s 
conduct and his relations with his Cre­
ator. Especially stressed as essential is the
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standard of obedience to God’s instruc­
tions. Such obedience to God is how we 
can return the love that Jehovah has 
shown us. His Word says: “This is what 
the love of God means, that we observe his 
commandments.”— 1 John 5:3.

Do you think that such obedience to 
God may in some way restrict you, some­
how interfering with your happiness and 
enjoyment of life? You can dismiss en­
tirely any such ideas. For within the 
bounds of Jehovah’s requirements for his 
earthly creatures are limitless opportuni­
ties for pleasure. As the encyclopedia ar­
ticle on standards, mentioned earlier, ob­
serves regarding the material universe:

“Yet with this overwhelming evidence of 
standards none charges nature with monot­
ony. Although a narrow band of spectral 
wave lengths forms the foundation, the 
available variations and combinations of col­
our to delight the eye of the observer are 
virtually without limit. Similarly, all the 
artistry of music comes to the ear through 
another small group of frequencies.”

Likewise, Jehovah’s requirements for 
human creatures allow them all the free­
dom that a righteous heart could desire. 
True, due to human imperfection and ex­
posure to the degraded thinking and prac­
tices of this devilish world, it may not 
always be easy to conform to God’s re­
quirements. (Ps. 51:5; 1 John 5:19) But 
when the effort is made and when one re­
mains within the safe bounds that Jeho­
vah has set to govern human conduct, 
genuine contentment, satisfaction and hap­
piness are realized.

Truly there is every incentive for us to 
want to come to know better this great, 
awe-inspiring and yet loving God, Jehovah. 
Are you not further encouraged to study 
the Bible wherein Jehovah reveals him­
self to us? What a privilege Jehovah God 
has made available to us—to know and 
serve him!
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Ke ep the Right View of 
Kingdom Preaching

^  “This good news of the kingdom will
beTjreached in all the inhabited earth 

* * for \  witness to all the nations; and
' then the end will come.”— Matt. 24:14.

EARLY Christians did not simply think 
of theirs as just another religion, one 

they personally happened to prefer. Not 
at all! They firmly believed that they pos­
sessed the truth about Jehovah God and 
his purposes, and that others needed this 
knowledge for salvation. (John 17:3) 
Their conviction moved them to vigorous 
preaching activity. The inspired Bible rec­
ord says: “Every day in the temple and 
from house to house they continued with­
out letup teaching and declaring the good 
news about the Christ, Jesus.” (Acts 5: 
42) Do you, too, profess to be a Christian? 
If so, do you exhibit this same zeal and 
enthusiasm for sharing in the preaching 
work? Is Kingdom preaching really a re­
quired activity for true Christians?

2 The founder of Christianity, Jesus 
Christ, viewed the preaching work in this 
way; in fact, as the primary reason why 
he came to earth. He explained to his fol­
lowers: “Let us go somewhere else, into 
the village towns nearby, that I may 
preach there also, for it is for this pur­
pose I have gone out.” (Mark 1:38) And 
showing clearly what message it was that 
he came to preach, he said: “I must de­
clare the good news of the kingdom of
1. What attitude toward their faith did early Christians 
have, and what were they therefore moved to do? 
2, 3. How did Jesus show the way he viewed the preach­
ing work?

God, because for this I was sent forth.” 
—Luke 4:43; 8:1.

3 Yes, Kingdom preaching was Jesus’ pri­
mary work; it was God’s purpose for him 
to advertise this heavenly government that 
will eventually rid the earth of all unrigh­
teousness, and will see that God’s will is 
done here. (Matt. 6:9, 10) And Jesus al­
ways demonstrated the right view of the 
work his Father gave him to do. On one 
occasion Jesus illustrated its importance 
to him by saying: “ My food is for me to 
do the will of him that sent me and to 
finish his work.”—John 4:34.

4 Included in Jesus’ work was the train­
ing of his followers to share in Kingdom 
preaching. This, too, was to be their pri­
mary work. Jesus indicated this when he 
instructed twelve of those to whom he 
had given special training: “As you go, 
preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of the heav­
ens has drawn near.’ ” The Kingdom could 
be said to have “drawn near” because the 
designated king of God’s heavenly king­
dom, Jesus Christ, was then in their midst. 
So Jesus told his disciples to call right at 
the homes of the people with this vital mes­
sage. He even explained to them how to 
greet the household and present the King­
dom message. Later, he sent out seventy
4, 5. (a) How did Jesus show clearly that his followers 
must also be Kingdom preachers? (b) How effective was 
the preaching of early Christians?
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trained disciples with similar instructions. 
(Matt. 10:5-7, 11-14; Luke 10:1-11) Even 
after his death and resurrection, Jesus ap­
peared to his followers to urge them to 
carry on the preaching.

5 To “upward of five hundred brothers,” 
who had apparently gathered at a post­
resurrection appearance in Galilee, Jesus 
said: “Go therefore and make disciples of 
people of all the nations . . .  teaching them 
to observe all the things I have command­
ed you.” (1 Cor. 15:6; Matt. 28:10,19, 20) 
And finally to those disciples who wit­
nessed his departure heavenward, he said: 
“You will be witnesses of me . . .  to the 
most distant part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 
How filled with fervor and enthusiasm 
were those early Christians after being en­
couraged by the resurrected Christ! They 
had the right view of the work, and their 
zealous Kingdom preaching produced re­
markable results. Historian Edward Gib­
bon, no friend of Christianity, admitted: 
The “zeal of Christians . . . diffused them 
through every province in almost every 
city of the [Roman] empire.” *

KINGDOM PREACHING TODAY
6 But what about today? Are Christians 

who are living now also under obligation 
to be Kingdom preachers? Is there pro­
vision for training them to carry on the 
preaching work, as there was in the first 
century? Will God’s kingdom really bring 
righteous conditions to earth?

7 Nineteen centuries ago Jesus Christ 
pointed forward to his invisible second 
presence in Kingdom glory, and the “con­
clusion of the system of things.” Among 
other things, he foretold: “Nation will 
rise against nation and kingdom against 
kingdom, and there will be food shortages

* The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Edward 
Gibbon, Modern Library Edition, Vol. 1, c. 16, p. 451.

6. What questions are raised in connection with a 
modern-day preaching work?
7. What are some of the evidences that were to mark 
Christ’s coming in Kingdom glory?

B r o o k l y n , N.Y.
and earthquakes in one place after anoth­
er. All these things are a beginning of 
pangs of distress.” (Matt. 24:3-13) War 
unparalleled in scope and magnitude, fol­
lowed by food shortages, earthquakes, in­
creased lawlessness, and so forth, were 
among the evidences that would signal 
Christ’s heavenly second presence and the 
time of the end of this system of things.

8 Have we entered the momentous time 
in history of which Jesus spoke? Have we 
seen in our day the things that he fore­
told would mark his second presence in 
Kingdom glory? Yes, we have! The events 
of the past generation since 1914 are the 
very ones that Jesus and his disciples 
prophesied would occur. The coming to 
pass of all these things in such unprece­
dented doses proves beyond a doubt that 
we are now living during Christ’s second 
presence and the “last days” of this sys­
tem of things. (2 Tim. 3:1-5; 2 Pet. 3:3, 4) 
Therefore, an important message concern­
ing God’s kingdom must now be preached, 
as Jesus foretold: “This good news of the 
kingdom will be preached in all the in­
habited earth for a witness to all the na­
tions; and then the end will come.” And 
“this good news” is being preached.—Matt. 
24:14.

9 The present-day “good news” concern­
ing God’s kingdom is that it has been 
established in heaven in this very genera­
tion; yes, that Jesus Christ has been en­
throned there and is ruling in the midst 
of his enemies. This means that Satan the 
Devil has been cast from heaven to the 
vicinity of the earth, and that he will soon 
be abyssed and his entire wicked system 
of things destroyed. What good news! (Ps. 
110:1, 2; Rev. 12:7-12; 20:1-3) Included 
in the “good news” is also the fact that
8. (a) What proof is there that we have entered the 
time of Christ’s second presence and the “last days” 
of this system? (b) What important work must be 
done before “the end’ ’ comes?
9. What is the “good news’ ’ concerning God’s kingdom 
that must now be preached?
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those who serve God will survive this sys­
tem’s end and will enjoy eternal life and 
peace under the Kingdom rule. (1 John 
2:17; Ps. 37:9-11, 29) Happily, we have 
reached the days of which the Bible proph­
ecy speaks: “ In the days of those kings 
the God of heaven will set up a kingdom 
that will never be brought to ruin. . . . 
It will crush and put an end to all these 
kingdoms, and it itself will stand to times 
indefinite.”—Dan. 2:44.

10 Do you believe that 
we have reached the day 
for the fulfillment of 
these Bible prophecies?
Do you really believe that 
the end of wickedness 
and the ushering in of a 
new system of things 
under God’s kingdom is 
near at hand? Do you 
confidently look forward 
to the fulfillment of the 
Bible promises concern­
ing the end of sickness, 
suffering and death?
(Rev. 21:3, 4) You do?
Well, surely, then, you 
will want to tell “ this 
good news” to others!
Really, the right view is 
that there is not a more 
important work on earth 
that a person could do.
Kingdom preaching is the work Jehovah 
God, man’s Creator, has commanded to 
be done. For this reason Jehovah’s wit­
nesses are devoted to this activity; more 
than 1,250,000 of them now regularly 
sharing in telling “this good news” in 203 
lands. And like the early Christians, they 
are prepared to train and assist others to 
preach the Kingdom message. Their con-
10. (a) What is the right view toward Kingdom preach­
ing? (b) How have Jehovah’s witnesses demonstrated 
this right view?

gregation meetings are designed for this 
very purpose.

OBSTACLES TO KEEPING RIGHT VIEW

11 However, some of those who have 
started out in the Kingdom preaching have 
found it difficult to continue. Obstacles 
have interfered with their keeping a right 
view. ‘What is the use?’ some have felt. 
‘No one wants to listen to the message of 

God’s kingdom.’ The in­
difference of people 
toward the “ good news” 
discourages them. Do 
you, too, ever become 
discouraged because 
householders are unre­
sponsive to the Kingdom 
m essa g e?  But, then , 
should you expect it to 
be otherwise? Is it cus­
tomary for the majority 
to respond favorably to 
the message carried by 
God’s ministers?

12 For example, what 
was the attitude of peo­
ple toward the Kingdom 
message in Jesus’ day? 
Why, the vast majority 
were unresponsive even 
though Jesus himself 
spoke the good news to 
them . In fa c t ,  Jesus 

said: “For the heart of this people has 
grown thick, and with their ears they 
have heard with annoyance, and they have 
shut their eyes; that they might never see 
with their eyes and hear with their ears 
and get the sense of it with their hearts 
and turn back, and I heal them.” (Matt. 
13:15) Yet, despite the unreceptive re­
sponse of most, Jesus maintained his zeal
11, 12. (a) Why have some found it difficult to con­
tinue in the preaching work? (b) After our considering 
the response of many to Jesus’ preaching, should we 
be discouraged when receiving an unreceptive response?

In 203 lands Jehovah’s witnesses 
are preaching the good news of 

God’s kingdom
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for the work his Father assigned to him. 
It was God’s will that he preach the King­
dom message; so Jesus was determined to 
carry on regardless of how people respond­
ed. We need to cultivate the same right 
view that Jesus demonstrated. Even if no 
one to whom we preach becomes a true 
disciple, it does not mean that our min­
istry is a failure or that God is displeased 
with us.

13 Consider the ministry of the prophet 
Jeremiah. Jehovah God had commissioned 
him to preach to his rebellious, stiff­
necked countrymen who had turned from 
the true worship of God. Jehovah said: 
“You must speak to them all these words, 
but they will not listen to you; and you 
must call to them, but they will not an­
swer you.” (Jer. 7:27) Really, could any 
people to whom we might preach be more 
unreceptive? Yet, even though those Is­
raelites were extremely cold toward God, 
Jeremiah faithfully continued preaching 
to them for some forty years. True, he 
got discouraged. (Jer. 20:9) Nevertheless, 
he maintained a right view of the impor­
tance of preaching, and Jehovah was 
pleased with his faithful endurance. Jeho­
vah God now purposes that “a witness to 
all the nations” be given before the end 
comes, and so He also is pleased if we 
continue preaching in obedience to His 
command.

14 However, a cold, unreceptive response 
is not the only thing that causes some who 
have started out in the work to slow down 
or even cease preaching “this good news 
of the kingdom.” Other obstacles also can 
interfere with keeping a right view of the 
importance of Kingdom preaching. One of 
them may simply be the increasing bur-
13. How did Jeremiah demonstrate the right view 
toward his preaching assignment, and what can we 
learn from his example?
14,15. (a) What other obstacle can interfere with 
keeping a right view of Kingdom preaching, and, as a 
result, what might one wrongly think is God’s view 
of his service? (b) What does God require from his 
servants, and therefore what is the right view?
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den of what Jesus called the “anxieties of 
life.”—Luke 21:34.

15 In today’s highly competitive society 
you may experience increased responsibili­
ties and more and more demands on your 
time. Perhaps added pressure is exerted 
upon you by your employer. Also, there 
may be unexpected expenses, and the anx­
iety of trying to meet them all. Perhaps 
reduced health and energy accentuate the 
pressures. So, in view of all this, you may 
think that God is not pleased with the 
little time and effort you have left to de­
vote to God’s service. However, this is not 
the case. Jehovah God does not require 
more from his servants than they are able 
to give. He is greatly pleased even with 
the ‘widow’s mite’ when this is all one 
is able to offer. (Luke 21:1-4; Matt. 11: 
28, 29) So the right view is that a Chris­
tian should do what he can in the preach­
ing work. This is all that God requires.

16 Kingdom preaching is the most vital 
work on earth today, yet there are still 
other obstacles that can interfere with 
keeping this right view. For example, ma­
terialistic desires or pursuits can prove a 
read hindrance. This was so with the apos­
tle Paul’s missionary companion Demas, 
who left Paul “because he loved the pres­
ent system of things.” (2 Tim. 4:10) Per­
haps, too, something, or someone, has come 
into your life with an appeal so strong 
that you feel that you just cannot resist. 
(1 John 2:15-17) On the other hand, the 
obstacle to keeping a right view may be 
opposition from relatives or friends in the 
form of ridicule or ostracism. (Matt. 10: 
33-38) Or, maybe the threat of severe 
physical abuse and persecution is causing 
you to lose sight of the importance of 
faithfully continuing in the preaching 
work. (2 Tim. 3:12) Or the obstacle to 
keeping a right view may be that one has
16. What are still other obstacles that have Interfered 
with persons’ keeping a right view of Kingdom preach­
ing?
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taken personal offense at something some­
one has said or done. Instead of straighten­
ing out the trouble in the Scripturally pre­
scribed way, the offended one allows the 
matter to become such a big issue in his 
mind that he fails to keep a proper view 

of Kingdom preaching.—Matt. 18:15-17; 
Ps. 119:165.

SOURCE OF WRONG VIEWS
17 Why are there so many hindrances to 

keeping a right view of this most impor­
tant work on earth? A prominent factor is 
our inborn imperfections and weaknesses. 
These work against our obediently doing 
the will of God. (Ps. 51:5; Rom. 7:18-21) 
Also, however, there are very real and 
powerful forces whose purpose is to cause 
us to develop a wrong view and to quit 
preaching about God’s kingdom. Describ­
ing these enemies, the apostle Paul wrote 
to Christians: “Stand firm against the 
machinations of the Devil; because we 
have a fight, not against blood and flesh, 
but against . . . the world rulers of this 
darkness, against the wicked spirit forces 
in the heavenly places”  (Eph. 6:11, 12) 
These are real spirit persons! What is 
more, they have been cast from heaven 
by God’s king Jesus Christ in this very 
generation since 1914, and they are now 
in a last-ditch vengeful struggle against us. 
The Bible prophecy points forward to this 
very generation and says: “Woe for the 
earth and for the sea, because the Devil 
has come down to you, having great an­
ger, knowing he has a short period of 
time.”—Rev. 12:9, 12.

18 So what are you going to do? Give 
up and quit? Will you succumb to the 
efforts of the Devil and his demons to stop 
you from preaching? Or will you fight 
against them with everything you have,
17. Why is it so difficult to keep a right view of the 
preaching work?
18. What attitude should we properly have toward the 
Devil's efforts to stop us from preaching?
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letting nothing deter you from continuing 
in the most important work on earth to­
day? The apostle Paul said that Christians 
must wage strenuous spiritual warfare, 
“overturning reasonings and every lofty 
thing raised up against the knowledge of 
God.” (2 Cor. 10:3-5) We cannot let any 
wrong views that the Devil might sponsor 
slow us up or stop us from doing God’s 
will.

19 The apostle Peter also pointed to the 
Devil as a real enemy, and said: “Take 
your stand against him, solid in the faith, 
knowing that the same things in the way 
of sufferings are being accomplished in the 
entire association of your brothers in the 
world.” (1 Pet. 5:8, 9) How are you af­
fected by this knowledge that your broth­
ers throughout the world are facing the 
very same difficulties you are, and are re­
maining faithful? Is it not a real encour­
agement? Is it not a reassurance that you, 
too, can faithfully continue preaching de­
spite the obstacles you may face? Yes, if 
they can remain faithful under test, so can 
you!

HOW TO KEEP THE RIGHT VIEW
20 But, you may ask, how can one find 

happiness and contentment in the preach­
ing work when experiencing trials and dif­
ficulties? Oh, it may not be that there is 
much actual opposition, but just a lot of 
apathy in the territory where you are 
working, and you feel discouraged. Under 
such circumstances, how can one keep the 
right view?

21 What will help is to consider why you 
are doing the preaching. Did you dedicate 
your life to a work, undergoing water 
baptism as a symbol of your dedication to 
the work of Kingdom preaching? Or, rath-
19. How should we be affected by the knowledge that 
our brothers are remaining faithful despite all that the 
Devil brings against them?
20, 21. Even though one experiences trials and diffi­
culties, how will a proper view of dedication to God 
help one find happiness in preaching?
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er, did you dedicate your life to a person, 
The Person, Jehovah God, to do his will, 
whatever that may prove to be? Why, of 
course, you dedicated your life to Jehovah, 
and you preach because it is God’s will 
that the message of his established king­
dom now be proclaimed earth wide. (Matt. 
24:14) Does this not help to draw mat­
ters into proper focus? Yes, for by keep­
ing closely in mind our precious rela­
tionship with Jehovah we can find real 
pleasure in doing whatever He says. It is 
natural to enjoy doing what pleases and 
benefits a loved one, and since Jehovah 
God is the one whom we dearly love, we 
can find delight in preaching about the 
kingdom that will vindicate his name and 
purposes.

22 Considering our dedication to Jehovah 
also reminds us that much more is involved 
in pleasing Him than just preaching. It is 
necessary, too, that we mold our lives to 
conform to God’s perfect example. This 
means cultivating the fruits of His spirit, 
including love, kindness, mildness and self- 
control, always exercising them in our 
dealings with others. (Gal. 5:22, 23) Also, 
we must live moral lives, not committing 
fornication or adultery, nor getting drunk, 
or lying or stealing, because Jehovah hates 
all of such practices. (1 Cor. 6:9, 10) So, 
although Kingdom preaching is the most 
important work on earth, we appreciate, 
as a result of a proper view of our dedi­
cation, that sharing in it is valueless in 
God’s sight unless we preserve our close 
personal relationship with him by obeying 
his other requirements as well.

23 Thus, it is vital to keep in proper 
perspective the preaching work and our 
precious dedicated relationship with Jeho-
22. What besides faithfully preaching the Kingdom 
good news is necessary in order to win Jehovah’s 
pleasure?
23, 24. How can a consideration of the marriage re­
lationship help us to appreciate the relative importance 
between the work of Kingdom preaching and our 
dedicated relationship with Jehovah God?
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vah God. An illustration can help us to 
appreciate the relative importance between 
relationship and work. Consider: When a 
mature woman enters the marriage rela­
tionship she knows that in the care of the 
home and the rearing of children there 
is important work ahead of her and plenty 
of it. But she finds pleasure in the work, 
not necessarily because of the work itself, 
but because she appreciates that the faith­
ful performance of it plays an important 
part in preserving and building up the close 
bond between her and her husband.

24 Likewise, we, too, can find pleasure 
in the work of Kingdom preaching for a 
similar reason. The pleasure, of course, 
does not come because of the apathetic, 
unkind or vicious response at times re­
ceived in the ministry. Rather, it is be­
cause we know that obedience to Jeho­
vah’s command to preach builds up and 
strengthens our close relationship with 
Him. So by always cherishing our precious 
dedicated relationship with Jehovah we 
will maintain a mature view of the preach­
ing work. We will zealously engage in it 
with the right motive, because we really 
love Jehovah and desire to exalt his name. 
—1 John 5:2, 3.

25 Yes, what will help us to keep a right 
view of Kingdom preaching is to consider 
this work as an opportunity to prove our 
love and devotion to Jehovah God. This 
is the way Jesus viewed matters. He said: 
“To do your will, O my God, I have de­
lighted.” (Ps. 40:7, 8; Heb. 10:5-10) Jesus 
said this even though doing God’s will 
meant ridicule, reproach and eventual 
death on a torture stake for him. (Ps. 22: 
7, 8, 16; Isa. 53:5, 7) He found delight in 
the preaching work because it provided 
him opportunity to prove his unbreakable 
love for God, and also because in doing
25. (a) How was Jesus able to find delight in doing 
God’s will even though doing it involved terrible suf­
fering for him? (b) What grand privilege do we have
today ?
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this work faithfully he could furnish his 
Father a reply to Satan’s taunt that hu­
mans will not willingly serve God because 
they love Him. (Prov. 27:11; Job chap­
ters 1 and 2) We, too, can find delight in 
doing God’s will for the same reasons. It 
is indeed a privilege to share in the vin­
dication of God’s name, and to engage in 
work that truly makes his heart glad!

26 Another thing that will help us to 
keep a right view of Kingdom preaching is 
to maintain a genuine love for our fellow 
humans, to remember how they can be 
benefited by our work. Think of it! By 
faithfully preaching we can be instrumen­
tal in rescuing persons heading for certain 
death at the fast-approaching end of this 
system of things, even as the Bible prov­
erb encourages: “Deliver those who are 
being taken away to death; and those 
staggering to the slaughter, O may you 
hold them back.” (Prov. 24:11) The apos­
tle Paul, too, emphasized the lifesaving 
nature of our work, saying: “Pay constant 
attention to yourself and to your teach­
ing. Stay by these things, for by doing
26. How can genuine love for fellow humans help us 
to keep a right view of Kingdom preaching?
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this you will save both yourself and those 
who listen to you.” (1 Tim. 4:16) To be 
instrumental in saving fellow humans is 
certainly a marvelous way to be able to 
show love!

27 Really, to be able to share in King­
dom preaching is the grandest privilege 
one could enjoy at this time. Keeping busy 
in it will serve as a real protection to us. 
Our minds will be focused on God and 
doing his will, and thus will not be turned 
aside to activities condemned by God. (Gal. 
5:19-21) Furthermore, we will be working 
closely with God in His work, and what 
a privilege this is! (1 Cor. 3:5-9) And re­
member, too, the grand reward with which 
Jehovah God will bless all of his faithful 
servants. His promised blessing is survival 
through the end of this system of things, 
and everlasting life in perfect health in 
His righteous new order. (1 John 2:17; 
2 Pet. 3:13; Rev. 21:3, 4) Truly, there is 
every reason to want to serve Jehovah and 
carry out his will to preach this good news 
of His kingdom before “ the end” comes. 
—Matt. 24:14.
27. What benefits do we receive, both now and in the 
future, for faithfully serving God and preaching the 
good news of His kingdom?
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“Jehovah’s angel opened the doors of the 
prison, brought them out and said: ‘Be 
on your way, and . . . keep on speak­
ing to the people.’ ”— Acts 5:19, 20.

IT IS a comforting, reassuring thought 
.that one is being supported in what 

one is doing by Almighty God and his 
invisible, heavenly angels. Certain knowl­

edge of this fact can infuse a person with
1. (a) Knowledge of what fact can inspire a person to 
press on zealously in his work? (b) What, therefore, have 
worldly leaders done, but why is God not supporting 
them?
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such courage and zeal that no obstacle, 
regardless of its size, is able to slow him 
down or stop him from pressing on with 
the work. It is understandable, therefore, 
that religious and political rulers of the 
world have often endeavored to inspire 
their people to greater efforts by telling 
them that God is backing them up. They 
frequently do this during wartime, and 
the result is that each opposing side claims 
Almighty God’s support. However, these 
men have no certain evidence of heavenly 
support of their activities. To the con­
trary, because they seek their own ends 
and refuse to heed God’s laws, even their 
“prayer is something detestable” to Him. 
—Prov. 28:9; Jas. 4:1-3.

2 On the other hand, Jesus Christ, who 
faithfully submitted to God’s will and 
preached His kingdom message, was con­
fident of God’s support. On the last night 
of his earthly life, while in the garden of 
Gethsemane, he told his apostle Peter: 
“Do you think that I cannot appeal to my 
Father to supply me at this moment more 
than twelve legions of angels?” (Matt. 26: 
53) Not only did Jesus profess to have 
heavenly support, but he had certain 
knowledge of it. Why, just some minutes 
before speaking to Peter out there in the 
garden, “an angel from heaven appeared 
to [Jesus] and strengthened him.” Also, 
three and a half years earlier, at the be­
ginning of his earthly ministry, “angels 
came and began to minister to him.” (Luke 
22:43; Matt. 4:11) The reason why Jesus 
received this help from heaven is that he 
was doing the will of God. Jehovah God 
was keenly interested in his Son’s activity 
of Kingdom preaching, and supported him.

3 That God actually shares in the min­
isterial activity of his servants is shown
2. (a) What evidence is there that Jesus received 
heavenly support? (b) Why did Jesus receive this help 
from heaven?
3. What Scriptural assurance is there that Jehovah 
supports and protects his servants?

B r o o k l y n , N .Y .

by the inspired writings of the apostle 
Paul concerning the preaching work: 
“What, then, is Apollos? Yes, what is Paul? 
Ministers through whom you became be­
lievers, even as the Lord granted each one. 
I planted, Apollos watered, but God kept 
making it grow; so that neither is he that 
plants anything nor is he that waters, but 
God who makes it grow. For we are God’s 
fellow workers.”  (1 Cor. 3:5-7, 9) How 
wonderful to know that Jehovah God backs 
up and supports his ministers! His fellow 
workers can confidently sing, as did the 
Bible psalmist: “Jehovah is on my side; 
I shall not fear. What can earthling man 
do to me? Jah is my shelter and my might, 
and to me he becomes salvation.”— Ps. 
118:6, 14.

JEHOVAH PROVIDES HEAVENLY SUPPORT
4 Do you really believe that Jehovah 

God backs up his servants and uses his 
heavenly angels to support them? Persons 
who are not closely acquainted with the 
works of Jehovah might have doubts that 
he does. There was a man in the nation 
of Israel in the tenth century B.C.E. who 
apparently had no thought of this. He was 
the attendant of Jehovah’s prophet Elisha.

5 The Israelites were God’s chosen peo­
ple, and so when the nation of Syria be­
came involved in war with Israel, Jehovah 
revealed to his servant Elisha what mili­
tary maneuvers the king of Syria was plan­
ning. By thus receiving advance warning 
from Elisha, the Israelites were able re­
peatedly to avoid traps prepared for them. 
When the Syrian king finally learned who 
was revealing his well-laid military strata­
gems, he sent out a heavy military force 
to capture Elisha. The Bible record ex­
plains: “They proceeded to come by night
4. Who might have doubts that God’s servants enjoy 
heavenly support, and who in ancient times apparently 
had no thought of this?
5, 6. (a) Why did the Syrian king want to capture 
Elisha? (b) Although he was surrounded, how was 
it that Elisha and his attendant were rescued?
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and close in upon the city. When the min­
ister of the man of the true God [Elisha] 
rose early to get up, and went out, why, 
there a military force was surrounding 
the city with horses and war chariots. At 
once his attendant said to him: ‘Alas, my 
master! What shall we do?’ ”—2 Ki. 6: 
14, 15.

8 It appeared that the Syrians were about 
to capture Elisha. He and his attendant 
were surrounded. There was no way of 
escape. Or was there? Elisha was confi­
dent of heavenly support, and so told his 
attendant: “ ‘Do not be afraid, for there 
are more who are with us than those who 
are with them.’ And Elisha began to pray 
and say: ‘O Jehovah, open his eyes, please, 
that he may see.’ Immediately Jehovah 
opened the attendant’s eyes, so that he 
saw; and, look! the mountainous region 
was full of horses and war chariots of fire 
all around Elisha.”  (2 Ki. 6:16, 17) Yes, 
powerful angelic forces were backing up 
Elisha! They rescued him and his atten­
dant, striking blind all the enemy troops. 
The Bible psalm certainly is true: “The 
angel of Jehovah is camping all around 
those fearing him, and he rescues them.” 
—Ps. 34:7; 91:11.

7 However, it was not just this once, but 
on many other occasions in the past that 
Jehovah God used his heavenly angels to 
support and rescue his faithful servants. 
There was the time in Babylon that the 
three Israelites Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego refused to bow down and wor­
ship a huge gold image that King Nebu­
chadnezzar commanded to be set up. In 
faithfulness to Bible law they would wor­
ship only Jehovah God. (Ex. 20:3-5; Deut. 
6:5) Therefore, King Nebuchadnezzar had 
the three of them thrown into a superheat­
ed fiery furnace. It was so hot that even 
the strong men throwing them in were
7, 8. (a) Why were three Israelites in ancient Babylon 
thrown into a fiery furnace? (b) What protection did 
these men receive, and from whom?
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killed. But what of the three Israelites?

8 Looking into the flames, King Nebu­
chadnezzar exclaimed: “ ‘Was it not three 
able-bodied men that we threw bound into 
the midst of the fire?’ They were answer­
ing and saying to the king: ‘Yes, O king.’ 
He was answering and saying: ‘Look! I 
am beholding four able-bodied men walk­
ing about free in the midst of the fire, and 
there is no hurt to them, and the appear­
ance of the fourth one is resembling a son 
of the gods.’ ” It was amazing! Divine 
support was provided for these faithful 
servants of Jehovah! After petitioning 
them to come out, and observing that they 
were not even singed nor had the smell 
of fire, Nebuchadnezzar said: “Blessed be 
the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed­
nego, who sent his angel and rescued his 
servants that trusted in him.”—Dan. 3: 
24-28.

9 Just a few years later Jehovah God 
provided similar angelic support for his 
Israelite servant Daniel. By this time Bab­
ylon had been overthrown by the Medes 
and Persians, and Daniel had been ap­
pointed a top official in the new govern­
ment. However, his successfulness caused 
other officials to seek his downfall. Wicked­
ly, they induced the king to pass a law 
that prohibited for thirty days petitions to 
any god or man except the king, a law 
Daniel could not abide by. Thus the king 
was forced to have Daniel thrown into the 
lions’ pit, since Daniel could not even for 
one day cease worshiping Jehovah God. 
—Dan. 6:1-17.

10 That night the king could not sleep. 
Finally, at dawn, he hurried to the lions’ 
pit and cried out with a sad voice: “ O 
Daniel, servant of the living God, has your 
God whom you are serving with constancy 
been able to rescue you from the lions?” 
Daniel answered: “My own God sent his
9, 10. (a) Why was Daniel thrown into a lions’ pit? 
(b) How was he protected there, and by whom?
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angel and shut the mouth of the lions, 
and they have not brought me to ruin.” 
(Dan. 6:18-22) Truly, the heavenly angels 
served in a wonderful way to support God’s 
faithful servants in times past.

HEAVENLY SUPPORT OF EARLY CHRISTIANS
11 In time Jehovah transferred his fa­

vor from the unfaithful Israelite nation 
and bestowed it upon the followers of 
his sent-forth Son, Jesus Christ. And 
just as God’s angelic forces supported and 
strengthened Jesus and faithful Israelites 
before him, so they did also the members 
of the Christian congregation. These cer­
tainly needed support, for the message 
they preached concerning Jesus and the 
heavenly kingdom of God was extremely 
unpopular with the first-century religious 
leaders.

12 Why, shortly after Jesus’ resurrec­
tion and the outpouring of holy spirit upon 
the 120 of his followers at Pentecost dur­
ing the year 33 C.E., the apostles Peter 
and John one evening were arrested and 
taken into custody. Although this was 
their first time in prison, they were not 
afraid. The next day they gave a bold 
witness to the religious leaders who had 
them arrested. To their orders to stop 
preaching, the apostles said: “Whether it 
is righteous in the sight of God to listen 
to you rather than to God, judge for your­
selves. But as for us, we cannot stop speak­
ing about the things we have seen and 
heard.” What courage! What boldness! 
God’s Son Jesus Christ had commanded 
them to preach, and they were not going 
to allow anyone or anything to stop them! 
Frustrated by the apostles’ determination, 
the religious rulers further threatened 
them and let them go.—Acts 4:1-22; Matt. 
28:19, 20; Acts 1:8.
11. (a) To whom did Jehovah transfer his favor? 
(b) Why did these ones need heavenly support?
12. What opposition did Peter and John receive, and 
how did they respond?
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13 Peter and John immediately went and 
reported on these matters to their fellow 
Christian preachers. After hearing of this 
opposition to the preaching work, the 
faithful band of Christians raised their 
voices to God and requested: “Jehovah, 
give attention to their threats, and grant 
your slaves to keep speaking your word 
with all boldness.” As soon as they made 
this supplication, the Bible says, “ the place 
in which they were gathered together was 
shaken; and they were one and all filled 
with the holy spirit and were speaking the 
word of God with boldness.” Their prayer 
was answered! Yes, this manifestation of 
support from heaven infused them with 
zeal and boldness to continue on with the 
preaching work regardless of the opposi­
tion they might face! “With great power 
the apostles continued giving forth the 
witness,” the Bible record says.—Acts 4: 
23-33.

14 The results were marvelous. “Believ­
ers in the Lord kept on being added, multi­
tudes both of men and of women,”  the 
Bible says. (Acts 5:14) Many persons in 
Jerusalem were interested in hearing about 
Jesus Christ and the kingdom of God. But 
not the religious leaders; they were out­
raged. They were determined to stop the 
preaching work. So “the high priest and 
all those with him, the then existing sect 
of the Sadducees, rose and became filled 
with jealousy, and they laid hands upon 
the apostles and put them in the public 
place of custody.” (Acts 5:17, 18) This 
was Peter and John’s second imprisonment, 
but this time they had company. The rest 
of the apostles were locked up with them. 
However, it was not for long.

15 A remarkable release occurred during
13, 14. (a) After the release of Peter and John, for 
what did the Christians pray? (b) What response was 
there to the bold, fearless witnessing of the apostles?
15. (a) While in prison, what thoughts about angels 
might have passed through the apostles’ minds? 
(b) What did the angel’s appearance and instructions 
there in the prison make plain to the apostles?
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Jehovah’s angel direct­
ed Philip to preach 
God’s truth to an Ethi­
opian. Christians today 
also preach under the 
direction of heavenly 

angels

the night to reaffirm that God was back­
ing them up in the preaching work. The 
apostles were acquainted with the Bible 
psalms that said that God “will give his 
own angels a command . . .  to guard you 
in all your ways,” and that His angel is 
camping “all around those fearing him, and 
he rescues them.” (Ps. 91:11; 34:7) They 
knew about the miraculous angelic rescues 
in times past. Also they would remember 
Jesus’ words: “ I tell you that their angels 
in heaven always behold the face of my 
Father who is in heaven.” (Matt. 18:10) 
While in prison these thoughts about God’s 
angels may have gone through their minds. 
Even so, how startling it must have been 
when “during the night Jehovah’s angel 
opened the doors of the prison, brought 
them out and said: ‘Be on your way, and,

having taken a stand in the temple, 
keep on speaking to the people all the 
sayings about this life’ ” ! (Acts 5:19, 
20) Could it be any plainer that Jeho­
vah was backing up the preaching of 
his people? What joy, what confidence, 
what gratitude was theirs! They were 
right in what they were doing! Those 
religionists were wrong and were fight­
ing against God.

16 Similar heavenly support was pro­
vided some time later when strong op­

position again arose 
against the preaching 
w ork . K ing  H erod  
Agrippa had the apos­
tle James slain by the 
sword. He also went on 
to have Peter arrested, 
and thrown into pris­
on. This time Peter’s 
life was really in dan­
ger. Herod planned to

bring him forth, and no doubt execute 
him. (Acts 12:1-5) But that very night 
an angel of Jehovah stood by Peter, the 
chains were broken from his hands, and 
he was led past the guards to freedom. 
(Acts 12:6-10) Yes, Peter was miracu­
lously delivered so that he could con­
tinue to take a lead in advancing the 
preaching work!

17 Not only did God’s angels act to 
preserve His earthly servants, but they 
also took a direct part in the preaching 
work, assisting Christians to come in 
contact with righteously disposed per­
sons. For example, on one occasion “Je­
hovah’s angel spoke to Philip, saying: 
‘Rise and go to the south to the road 
that runs down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ 
. . . With that he rose and went, and, 
look! an Ethiopian eunuch . . . was
16. How did Peter later receive similar heavenly 
support ?
17. What direct part did angels take in the preaching 
work as shown in Philip’s meeting of the Ethiopian 
eunuch ?
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sitting in his chariot and reading aloud 
the prophet Isaiah.” Philip was directed 
to approach the chariot, and, when he 
explained the Bible truths concerning Je­
sus Christ, the man happily embraced 
them and was baptized. What a grand 
privilege Christians enjoyed of serving 
under the direction of the heavenly angels! 
—Acts 8:26-38.

18 On another occasion a short time later, 
Jehovah’s angel directed that the King­
dom message be carried to uncircumcised 
non-Israelites or non-Jews. For three and 
a half years after Jesus’ death, or until 
36 C.E., only Jews and Jewish proselytes 
were accepted into the Christian congre­
gation. Thus, the opportunity of becoming 
members of the heavenly kingdom was 
limited to these persons. However, only a 
limited number of Jews took advantage of 
this marvelous opportunity, and therefore 
in 36 C.E. it was God’s time for the oppor­
tunity to become heirs of the heavenly 
kingdom to be extended to uncircumcised 
persons of all nationalities.

“ So in a vision an angel appeared to 
the God-fearing non-Jew named Corne­
lius. The angel told Cornelius to send for 
the apostle Peter and have Peter come to 
preach to him so that he might come in 
contact with Jehovah’s Christian congre­
gation. Cornelius obeyed, and when his 
messengers found Peter they explained to 
him: “Cornelius . . . was given divine in­
structions by a holy angel to send for you 
to come to his house and to hear the things 
you have to say.” (Acts 10:1-22) Peter 
responded to the heavenly direction, and 
had the privilege of accepting the first un­
circumcised non-Jews into the Christian 
congregation.

20 The apostle Paul and his missionary
18, 19. What part did God’s angel have in directing 
that the preaching also be done to non-Jews?
20. How did the apostle Paul receive heavenly direction 
in his preaching work?
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companions, too, frequently received heav­
enly direction. For example, in reporting 
on one of their missionary tours, the Bible 
says: “They went through Phrygia and 
the country of Galatia, because they were 
forbidden by the holy spirit to speak the 
word in the district of Asia. Further, when 
getting down to Mysia they made efforts 
to go into Bithynia, but the spirit of Jesus 
did not permit them. So they passed Mysia 
by and came down to Troas. And during 
the night a vision appeared to Paul: a cer­
tain Macedonian man was standing and 
entreating him and saying: ‘Step over into 
Macedonia and help us.’ Now as soon as 
he had seen the vision, we sought to go 
forth into Macedonia, drawing the con­
clusion that God had summoned us to de­
clare the good news to them.”  (Acts 16: 
6-10) What close heavenly direction the 
apostle Paul received! How evident it is 
that early Christians were given heavenly 
support and guidance in their preaching 
work!

HEAVENLY SUPPORT TODAY
21 But what about today? Are Jehovah’s 

Christian witnesses who are obeying His 
command to preach the good news of the 
Kingdom receiving heavenly support and 
direction? There can be no doubt that they 
are. Attempts to stamp out their preach­
ing work have been just as unsuccessful 
as were such efforts in the first century. 
For example, over thirty years ago the 
tyrant Adolf Hitler swore: “This brood 
will be exterminated from Germany.” * Yet, 
despite concentration camps and brutal 
persecution, Jehovah’s witnesses survived

* Taken from a sworn account by Karl R. A. Wittig, 
who, in 1934, was a German government worker who 
was present when Hitler made this statement. On 
November 13, 1947, this account was signed before a 
notary public in Frankfort on the Main.

21. What evidence is there that Jehovah’s Christian 
witnesses have enjoyed heavenly support In modem 
times?
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and are now tens of thousands strong and 
still preaching in Germany, while Hitler 
and his party are dead and gone. Also in 
many other lands in recent years, such as 
Portugal, Spain, Cuba, Malawi, the United 
Arab Republic, and so forth, scores of Je­
hovah’s witnesses have been arrested and 
imprisoned, yet the Kingdom message con­
tinues to be preached. Jehovah’s angels 
clearly have had an important part in mak­
ing this possible, even as they did in the 
first century.

22 The Scriptures indicate that the an­
gels would have a very direct part in the 
preaching work in these “ last days” also. 
The Bible prophecy says that Christ would 
“send forth his angels” to “gather his 
chosen ones together.” (Matt. 24:31) Yet, 
not only have the angels been instrumen­
tal in gathering the “chosen ones,” who 
will eventually become members of Christ’s 
heavenly bride, but they are also sharing 
in separating people of the nations, as 
Jesus explained: “When the Son of man 
arrives in his glory, and all the angels with 
him, . . .  he will separate people one from 
another, just as a shepherd separates the 
sheep from the goats.”—Matt. 25:31-33; 
see also Revelation 14:6-10.

23 Is there evidence of this angelic par­
ticipation in the Kingdom preaching to­
day? Consider: A few years ago there was 
a young couple that had received copies 
of the Watchtower magazine and enjoyed 
reading them. The more the husband read, 
the more he believed that the magazine 
contained Bible truth. Then one Saturday 
night he and his wife knelt down and 
prayed that if this was God’s truth, would 
God please send a minister to explain to 
them His ways. The very next morning
22. How do the Scriptures indicate that angels would 
have a part in the preaching work in these “last days” ? 
23-25. What modern-day experiences indicate that the 
angels are sharing in the present-day Kingdom preach­
ing?
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one of Jehovah’s witnesses called at their 
door with the Kingdom message! The cou­
ple were astounded, but probably no more 
so than was the minister who was literally 
grabbed, pulled into the house, given a 
seat, and asked for Bible knowledge. This 
man is now a ministerial servant in one of 
the congregations of Jehovah’s witnesses.

24 In a similar experience, a minister of 
Jehovah’s witnesses recently was invited 
inside, and was asked: “Who sent you?” 
The minister inquired why the householder 
wanted to know, and was told: “Last night 
I prayed to God to send someone to help 
me understand the Bible.”  A Bible study 
was immediately started with this sheep­
like person.

25 Also at a semiannual assembly of 
Jehovah’s witnesses in Texas not long ago 
a Witness related: “ Normally my daughter 
rides to school with a neighbor, but one 
morning in January for some reason I 
decided to take her myself. As I was re­
turning home I saw a lady walking, and, 
as it was cold, I offered to take her to her 
destination. She noticed my witnessing bag 
and asked what kind of books were in it. 
When told one was a Bible and another 
a Bible-study aid she became extremely ex­
cited. The night before she had prayed 
for God to lead her to His people. Now 
she asked me to start a Bible study with 
her and insisted that I come in right then.”

28 Another experience evidencing heav­
enly direction began at a laundromat in 
Cleveland, Ohio, a couple of years ago. 
Two women were engaged in a conversa­
tion regarding world conditions. The dis­
cussion concluded with one woman saying 
to the other, a person who she did not 
know was one of Jehovah’s witnesses: “ It 
would be nice if you could visit me at my 
home to continue this discussion.”  Unfor-
26, 27. What experience involving two women who met 
at a laundromat further evidences angelic direction?
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tunately, however, the Witness misplaced 
the address. Two months later she dis­
covered it, and immediately made the call. 
The woman was so pleased to see her, ex­
plaining: “I have wished every day that 
you would come to see me. But I didn’t 
have your name, so I couldn’t call.” The 
woman had recently lost her father and 
had been in much grief over this and other 
problems. A Bible study was immediately 
started with her, and she progressed rap­
idly in Bible knowledge and in a short time 
was sharing the good news with others.

27 Later, this woman explained that on 
the very day the Witness called at her 
home she had decided to take her life 
because of her mounting troubles. But 
before she went through with it, she asked 
God in prayer to send the lady she had 
talked with at the laundromat, for per­
haps she could help. Almost immediately 
the doorbell rang, and there was the Wit­
ness! And, remember, it was only shortly 
before that the Witness had found the mis­
placed address of the woman! Surely the
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angels today have an active part in direct­
ing God’s servants to sheeplike persons, 
even as they did in the first century. What 
a privilege it is to share under heavenly 
direction in preaching the good news of the 
Kingdom!

28 We have every reason to keep the 
right view that Kingdom preaching is the 
most important work on earth today. Only 
God’s kingdom can usher in stable govern­
ment and the peace that mankind so des­
perately needs. Therefore, whatever ob­
stacles there may be, do not let them slow 
you up or stop you from preaching “ this 
good news of the kingdom.” Always re­
member: Jehovah God and his heavenly 
angels are backing you up in this work. 
It is with God that you are a fellow work­
er. (1 Cor. 3:9) So never become afraid, 
discouraged or despondent. Rather, “be of 
good courage and say: ‘Jehovah is my 
helper.’ ” He is indeed supporting you. 
—Heb. 13:6.
28. Why do we have every reason to keep a right view 
of Kingdom preaching?
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^  Kingdom Hope
ONE day when I was but 

eight years o f  age, while 
kneeling at prayer, the words “Thy 
kingdom come” became deeply riveted in 
my mind. I jumped up and went to my 
mother, asking: “What do those words 
mean?” Instead of answering my question 
as she usually would, she told me that I 
had better ask the priest. Since we always 
went to the Greek Orthodox Church in

our village of Lu- 
tron, in Greece’s prov­

ince of Corinth, I decided 
I would do what mother suggested.

We had always been regular church 
attenders. In fact, my father was one of 
the directors of the local church. And by 
reason of his great interest in religion I 
received considerable religious training, 
later even serving as an altar boy. So there

As told by Alex Kellaris
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was every reason to go to the priest with 
my question, confident of a good answer. 
However, he not only failed to answer my 
question, but rebuked me, saying: “You 
have no right to ask a priest questions. 
A priest takes neither orders nor ques­
tions from others.” Needless to say, I was 
quite taken aback. And to think that my 
mother’s fondest hope was that I would 
one day be a priest!

As I grew older I never forgot that 
question, and kept asking people about it, 
especially those who seemed to be reli­
giously inclined. But no one could give me 
any real satisfaction. It seemed strange to 
me that we should be saying those words 
over and over in prayer and not know what 
they really meant.

In 1912, when I was sixteen years of age, 
my parents gave me permission to emi­
grate to the United States of America, 
where I could join my brother in Toledo, 
Ohio. That started a new life for me, in 
more ways than one. It happened one day, 
as I looked out the window of the restau­
rant where I was working for one of my 
relatives, that I saw a horse-drawn wagon 
with placards mounted on its sides. The 
driver was ringing a bell to attract at­
tention. It was an announcement of a show­
ing of the “Photo-Drama of Creation”— 
a picture show that promised to tell all 
about the Bible’s true-life story.

Since I was unfamiliar with the city, I 
persuaded my uncle to take me to the place 
where this film would be presented. After 
the showing, which was a real revelation 
to me, I asked the one in charge of the 
meeting, A. H. Macmillan: “What does 
‘Thy kingdom come’ mean?” He was 
amused at my youthful earnestness, and 
asked me to read Daniel 2:44, not once, 
but twice. When he saw that I still did 
not grasp it, he explained: “The kingdom 
of God is his hammer by which he will
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destroy all the kingdoms of the world and 
bring blessings to all survivors.”

SHARING KINGDOM HOPE WITH OTHERS
That answer gave me just what I want­

ed. On the next day I eagerly told my 
friends and relatives about what I had 
seen and learned. And for the next three 
evenings I went back for the remainder 
of the Drama’s showings.

Longing to know more about this new­
found hope, I visited a number of book­
stores looking for books on the subject. 
At one of these I was delighted to obtain 
Volume One of Studies in the Scriptures, 
on the topic “The Divine Plan of the Ages.” 
It was in Greek and cost me only ten 
cents! But what a valuable source of knowl­
edge it proved to be, and what joy it 
brought me!

As opportunity afforded I was able to 
get the other six volumes of this series of 
“Studies” from itinerant colporteurs. The 
more I read the more I felt obligated to 
share this wonderful Kingdom hope with 
others.

Soon World War I came, and, to my 
amazement, the seventh volume of Studies 
in the Scriptures was banned by the gov­
ernment. Agents seeking copies of the 
banned publication began to harass me, so 
I decided to move to Springfield, Ohio, 
where I had some relatives. It turned out 
to be the right move, for there I was soon 
in touch with the Bible Students, as Jeho­
vah’s witnesses were then known, and I 
was able to associate regularly with them 
in Bible study. In those days we met quiet­
ly in the attic of a seven-story office build­
ing where one of the Bible Students was 
an elevator operator. Among those I met 
here was Chester Goings, with whom at 
a later date I was to serve in the head­
quarters of the Watch Tower Bible and 
Tract Society.
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I kept on witnessing to people about the 

Kingdom hope, especially among Greek­
speaking people. I recall at least two fami­
lies who took their stand for God’s king­
dom.

Speakers from Columbus, Ohio, came to 
deliver public lectures, adding much to our 
knowledge of God’s will. At first I did not 
understand the need for being baptized 
again. But as I matured, I recognized that 
that former dipping in water in infancy 
was of no effect. So I was baptized on 
December 31, 1923, at Wheeling, West 
Virginia.

KINGDOM JOY OR WORLDLY SUCCESS?
I was always keen to expand my service 

of the Kingdom interests, having begun 
the race “ for the prize of the upward call 
of God by means of Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 
3:14) Often I wished that I could be of 
some help at the Society’s headquarters in 
Brooklyn, New York. But someone told 
me that they could use only experienced 
help, so I set aside the idea for the time 
being.

Then, on one occasion, a “Pilgrim” 
brother, or traveling representative of the 
Society, W. J. Thorn, visited our congre­
gation. When I was out in house-to-house 
preaching with him, he inquired: “Broth­
er, why are you not serving the Kingdom 
with all of your time at Bethel?” “Because 
I don’t know how to make books,” was 
my reply. “Don’t worry,” he said, “ they 
will show you how,” and with that he 
handed me an application. Joyously I filled 
in the form and mailed it off to the So­
ciety’s office.

I was certainly free to go, for I had just 
sold my share of a certain business. But 
then, suddenly, came one test after an­
other. First, I received a most tempting 
and lucrative business offer. But I was 
through with materialism, so I turned it 
down. Next, a lifelong friend and Chris-
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tian brother planned to visit his folks in 
Greece and asked that I care for his busi­
ness while he was gone. For some months 
I had been awaiting some response to my 
Bethel application. I told him: “ If in two 
weeks I do not hear from the Society, I 
will look after your business.”  But in a 
few days a special-delivery letter came. 
I was requested to report for service at 
Bethel.

That settled it! On March 17, 1930, I 
walked into the Bethel Home to commence 
a period that has abounded with joyous 
privileges for me—a period that has so far 
embraced almost forty happy years.

SERVING THE KINGDOM AT BETHEL
Despite my lack of experience I was 

soon shown how to work in the bookbind­
ing department, on the casing-in machine. 
I really liked the work. In fact, before I 
knew it I had been twenty-three years on 
that same job. Many were the younger 
men I was privileged to train, encouraging 
them to stick to their service of the King­
dom.

Added to the satisfactions of Bethel ser­
vice have been the many opportunities to 
share in all the features of the Kingdom­
preaching work. Right up to this time I 
have been able to keep up with house-to- 
house privileges of preaching, making re­
turn visits on interested people and con­
ducting Bible studies with them. Offering 
Bible-study magazines on the streets has 
also been a joy. In the Riverside congre­
gation of Jehovah’s witnesses in West 
Manhattan there is one book-study group 
held in the home of a Greek family. Since 
it was first organized in 1937 I have had 
the great pleasure of serving as the study 
servant.

Imagine my satisfaction during the 
years at seeing “children” and even “grand­
children” from this group become pro- 
claimers of the message of God’s kingdom!
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To me a very significant event in Bethel 

history was the start of the Theocratic 
Ministry School for Bethel workers. That 
was in 1942. I enrolled right away, and 
I still attend classes and give student talks. 
The marvelous training provided by that 
School has equipped many, including my­
self, to give public lectures.

A BROADER VIEW OF GOD’S GRAND WORK
Serving at Bethel headquarters all these 

years has certainly done much to broaden 
my view of the Kingdom interests and the 
marvelous work Jehovah is having done in 
all the earth. Witnesses from all parts of 
the United States and from all other parts 
of the world have come to visit here or 
to attend the Gilead School for missionary 
training. It has been wonderfully strength­
ening to see people of all nationalities with 
the same zeal for God’s service.

Especially has this been noted at large 
assemblies of God’s people; for example, 
those I was privileged to attend in Europe 
in 1955. There was the delightful trip 
across the ocean on a ship chartered by 
the Society, the Arosa Star. Then came 
the never-to-be-forgotten assemblies, and 
then to Greece, where the Kingdom work 
was being carried on under great difficul­
ties. In my little hometown I spoke to 
many about the Bible’s message of hope 
—even gave two public talks in the town 
square and one in the home of an elder 
in the Greek Orthodox Church. Night after 
night I would chat with my Christian 
brothers until two or three in the morning.

I had the opportunity to visit some in­
valid Witnesses in Sparta. One of them, 
upon hearing of my coming, got up and 
dressed and, as I entered the house, threw 
his arms around me and said, “Now I can 
die happy, for I have met one of the Lord’s 
anointed from Brooklyn headquarters.” 
The doctors had not given him much hope, 
but he lived for five more years after that.
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Letters I had written to my father, I 

now learned, had borne more fruit than 
I had supposed. One day a Witness, pur­
sued by a violent mob, fled to his house. 
My father met the mob with a gun and 
threatened to shoot anyone who got too 
close. Though he never did take his stand 
for God’s kingdom, he had learned that 
intolerance against those who preach the 
Bible’s message is not the way of the true 
Christian.

Then came the exciting year 1969, when 
once more I had the great joy of traveling 
to Europe, this time by air. The thrilling 
assembly in Nuremberg, Germany, was the 
highlight. Here I had the joy of meeting 
and sharing assembly sessions with Wit­
nesses from all parts of Greece, from Aus­
tralia, France, Belgium, and many other 
lands. The love among the brothers was 
manifest on every hand. I can truly say 
that I have never had another experience 
that was so upbuilding.

Again I visited Greece and exchanged 
greetings with fellow Witnesses in Athens, 
Corinth, and Sparta. It was truly enjoyable 
to hear of their many experiences. For ex­
ample, one elderly Greek pioneer minister 
told of coming upon a group of workers 
eating their noonday lunch. They invited 
him to share their meal, and meantime all 
were listening to a Communist who was 
telling them about the “Red Paradise.” 
When the man got through with his 
speech, the pioneer minister tactfully told 
him: “I am 87 years of age, and if you 
can stop this aging process and hold off 
my death, I am willing to go along with 
you.” Of course, the man could give no 
such guarantee. So the pioneer minister 
went on to explain Jehovah’s provision 
for all mankind. The man eagerly listened, 
accepted the Kingdom message, and is 
now a zealous Witness.

In one small village, a visitor asked the 
local priest: “What is going on in this
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village? Everyone seems to belong to the 
Witnesses!” The priest answered: "Per­
haps pretty soon I will be one of them too.”

One Witness was haled into court by a 
priest on the charge that he was going 
about like a "wolf in sheep’s clothing.” The 
accused said to the judge: "Your Honor, 
I wear clothing just like everyone else 
wears. The priest is the one who wears dif­
ferent clothing.” At that the priest left, 
while the judge dismissed the case.

All in all, it was grand to see the 
zeal of the Witnesses in Greece. Men of 
responsibility in the congregations and 
throughout the country spend long hours 
shepherding the flock of God, their work 
rendered doubly hard by all the restric­
tions. But they are joyful, and they surely 
have great love for the brothers at the 
Society’s headquarters who work hard to 
keep them supplied with spiritual nourish-

•  W hat is the meaning of the prayer to God: 
“Do not bring us into temptation**?— E. D., 
U.S.A.

This is part of Jesus* familiar 'model prayer.* 
After urging his disciples to pray for forgive­
ness, Christ concluded the prayer: “And do not 
bring us into temptation, but deliver us from 
the wicked one.**— Matt. 6:12, 13; Luke 11:4.

Some have wondered whether this means that 
unless one asks God to do otherwise God is 
going to tempt one to sin. But that absolutely 
cannot be, for Jehovah inspired Jesus’ half 
brother James to write: “When under trial, let 
no one say: T am being tried by God.* No; for 
with evil things God cannot be tried nor does 
he himself try anyone.** (Jas 1:13) Jesus* words 
must be understood in the light of this verse 
and in harmony with it.

The experience of Adam and Eve illuminates 
what Christ meant. God permitted them to eat
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ment. I am truly thankful that the Society 
made it possible for me to go and visit so 
many of our European fellow servants of 
the Kingdom.

More than ever, even at the age of 
seventy-two, I appreciate that the King­
dom for which I prayed as a boy is indeed 
mankind’s only hope. I am thankful for 
the measure of health and strength that 
makes it possible to go on serving daily 
in the Bethel Home and, in addition, to 
spend some fifteen to twenty hours each 
month in activities having to do with the 
Riverside, New York, Congregation of Je­
hovah’s Witnesses—a zealous group of 
Kingdom publishers. To young people par­
ticularly I would say: While you have 
strength of youth, expend it in the inter­
ests of the Kingdom! No other activity 
can bring such satisfaction and peace of 
mind.

to satisfaction from “every tree desirable to 
one’s sight and good for food.” However, they 
were not to eat from the tree of the knowledge 
of good and bad.— Gen. 2 :9 ,16 ,17 .

That was a test on them, true. Yet it was 
not an evil test designed to hurt them. God was 
not like the religious enemies of Christ who 
schemed to test him so as to trap him and thus 
have an excuse to have him killed. (Matt. 22: 
15-18; Mark 11:18; 12:13; John 11:53) By 
this simple test of Adam and Eve, Jehovah 
could make plain what they really were, 
whether as free moral agents they truly wanted 
to obey and serve their Creator.

But note what a fine thing God did: To help 
Adam and Eve avoid error, in effect, to 'bring 
them not into temptation,’ He explained that 
to disobey would be wrong and would lead to 
death. Surely warning a person against evil 
is not tempting him with it. W as it not the Devil 
who tempted the first pair? He saw an oppor­
tunity to tempt them to go beyond the bounda­
ries that God had set for them. His false de­
scription of the outcome of eating from the 
tree created a wrong desire, which in turn led 
to sin.— Gen. 3:1-6; Jas. 1:14,15.

As he did with Adam and Eve, God leads 
Christians today 'not into temptation* by warn-
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ing us against evils and by advising us what 
the outcome will be if we share in such things. 
We are thus aided to avoid temptations to do 
wrong.

For instance, Jehovah clearly tells us that 
adultery is a sin and to be shunned. (Ex. 20:14; 
Rom. 13:9, 10) That is a warning so that we 
are not ignorant of what is wrong. Also, He 
states what the results would be if a Christian 
practiced that wrong; he would defile the mar­
riage bed, be judged adversely and not inherit 
the Kingdom. (Heb. 13:4; 1 Cor. 6 :9 ,10) Plainly, 
Jehovah is not tempting Christians into adul­
tery. On the contrary, observe the splendid 
counsel at 1 Corinthians 7:5. To married couples 
who might, by mutual consent, abstain from  
marital relations for a time, went the advice 
that then they should ‘come together again, 
that Satan may not keep tempting them* to­
ward adultery. The temptation would not be 
from God, who had alerted and forewarned 
them, but from Satan through the operation 
of wrong desire.

Similarly, at 1 Timothy 6 :9 ,1 0  Jehovah warns 
that the love of money is dangerous and that 
it can lead to all sorts of injurious things. And 
he states that the outcome of this love and the 
determination to be rich can include being led 
astray from the faith and suffering many pains. 
So we are notified of what is wrong and made 
aware of the harm that can result if we fall 
into this temptation.— 2 Cor. 2:11.

One who prays not to be brought into temp­
tation obligates himself to do his best to 
avoid temptations. That would include shun­
ning thoughts that build up wrong desires as 
well as situations where temptations are likely 
to arise. Also he must let Jehovah strengthen 
him by studying God's Word so that he can 
discern good from evil.

Consequently, Jesus' words “Do not bring us 
into temptation" do not imply that God tempts 
us or brings us into situations that tempt us 
with evil, and hence the necessity of begging 
Him to do otherwise. Rather, they constitute 
a request that God not leave us ignorant of 
evil things that might be a temptation, but that 
he warn and strengthen us so that we can 
avoid the temptation or endure it.

•  May dedicated Christians attend church fu­
nerals of other religious organizations?— C. S., 
U.S.A.

Some Christians may feel obligated to attend 
a church funeral because of a debt of gratitude, 
because a close relative is involved or due to
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pressures from an unbelieving mate. But before 
doing so each one should consider the various 
factors involved and the possible alternatives. 
While doing so is not forbidden by the Christian 
congregation, such a course is certainly fraught 
with dangers and problems.

First of all, it is well to remember that a 
church funeral is not held primarily to afford 
friends an opportunity to console the bereaved 
family. Usually that is done in the funeral 
parlor beforehand or by visiting the family in 
their home. The church funeral is really a re­
ligious service. It therefore is likely to involve 
a sermon advocating such unscriptural ideas 
as the immortality of the soul and that all 
good people go to heaven. It may also involve 
unscriptural practices such as making the sign 
of the cross and most likely the joining in 
united prayer with a priest or minister of 
another religion. Of course, a Christian could 
not take part in such, in view of the command 
at Revelation 18:4.

In this regard Japanese funerals represent a 
real test for dedicated Christian wives with 
unbelieving husbands. If they attend the fu­
neral, their name is called out and they are 
expected to go up and offer incense and a prayer 
to the dead. So, many of such Japanese Chris­
tians have decided that it is better not to attend 
these funerals.

Some dedicated Christians have attended 
church funerals because they wanted to stay 
close to the immediate family and support 
them. So they went to the funeral parlor, to 
the church funeral and then even to the grave. 
They might have been able to do all that with­
out personally committing any false religious 
act. There are, of course, spiritual hazards in 
going to any place of false worship.

True, a Christian wife whose husband is an 
unbeliever and who wants her to attend a 
church funeral might look to the example of 
Naaman. He was the Syrian general who was 
cured of leprosy by bathing himself seven 
times in the Jordan River at the command of 
the prophet Elisha. Because of this miraculous 
cure Naaman was determined never to worship 
any other god than Jehovah. But that would 
be a hard thing for him to do because he was 
still in the service of his king. He helped the 
king get around and so would have to go with 
him into the house of the pagan god Rimmon. 
He might even have to help the king bow down. 
So he asked that Jehovah God forgive him and 
not hold this against him. Naaman, who had
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become a true worshiper of Jehovah, was not 
himself worshiping this false god; he was only 
there under orders.— 2 Ki. 5:1-19.

And so with the Christian wife who has an 
unbelieving husband. If her husband insisted 
that on a certain occasion she go with him to 
a church funeral of a relative or family friend 
she might feel that she could act in a way 
similar to that in which Naaman did— be pres­
ent on that occasion but not share in any acts 
of false religion. But whether she went would 
be up to her to decide. She would have to 
resolve the conflict between respect for her 
husband's wishes and obedience to Jehovah and 
the dictates of her conscience, trained by God’s 
Word.— 1 Pet. 3:16.

Yes, her conscience would be involved. W hy?  
Because others might see her, one of Jehovah’s 
witnesses, entering the church, and they might 
be stumbled. She would therefore have to con­
sider that possibility. As the apostle Paul wrote: 
“Make sure of the more important things, so 
that you may be flawless and not be stumbling 
others up to the day of Christ.”— Phil. 1:10.

Better it would be if such a wife tried to 
explain her position to her husband. She would 
do well to pick a time when he was relaxed and 
in a good frame of mind, taking a lesson from  
Queen Esther, and then tactfully try to explain 
why she felt she could not attend such a church

funeral. Among other things, she could point 
out that if she attended and did not take part 
in the ritual it might be very embarrassing to 
others, and especially to her husband. So an 
unbelieving husband might agree, out of love 
for his wife, respect for her religious scruples 
and a desire to avoid embarrassment.— Esther 
5:1-8.

But might one offend the bereaved family 
by not attending? Only if one ignored the death 
entirely. One would not need to do that. A  
person could do things to show that he was 
sympathetic and interested in helping. He could 
go to the funeral parlor beforehand, express 
condolences to the family and offer practical 
help. A person could bring over food if need be, 
or cook a meal there for the family, or watch 
the children, relieving the adults of that respon­
sibility temporarily. Then the family would not 
think that the person was unloving just because 
he did not attend the church funeral.

Thus there is no need for a Christian to feel 
obligated to go to a church funeral of another 
religious organization, where there may be the 
temptation to give in to pressure and follow 
the crowd when everyone else is performing 
some false religious act. Thus also the danger 
of performing an act of apostasy and displeas­
ing Jehovah God can be avoided. But each one 
must decide for oneself on the basis of circum­
stances and one’s own conscience.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FIELD MINISTRY
When a building is constructed, diligent effort 

is exerted to make certain that there is a good 
foundation. Likewise a solid, right kind of foun­
dation is necessary on which to build Christian

faith. Thus what Jesus Christ taught and did 
for us serves as the primary foundation for 
true faith. (Eph. 2:20) Ever since this journal 
was first published in 1879, The Watchtower 
has endeavored to help others build upon this 
right spiritual foundation. To build up faith in 
others during the month of March, Jehovah’s 
witnesses will happily offer a year’s subscrip­
tion for The Watchtower, along with three book­
lets, for $1.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS 
April 12: Keep the Right View of Kingdom

Preaching. Page 173. Songs to Be Used: 
103, 89.

April 19: Heavenly Support of Kingdom  
Preaching. Page 179. Songs to Be Used. 
92, 80.


