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WHY HAS GODTHROUGHOUT 
all of man’ s 

history there has 
been much wicked­
ness. And today, no 
matter where you
look in the world, there is bloodshed, 
crime, hatred and immorality. All too of­
ten it is the innocent, decent people who 
suffer from the wicked acts of others. 
They may be victims of violence, perhaps 
losing their homes, loved ones or even 
their own lives. You may or may not have 
experienced such things personally. Even 
if you have not, you likely have gone 
through things that have caused mental 
suffering, experiences such as injustice, 
unkindness, being cheated or deceived.

Why has God permitted such wicked­
ness until our day? There are a number 
of reasons, but to understand those rea­
sons properly we need to examine the 
issues raised at the time of the first re­
bellion. You have likely read the account 
of this in the Bible in the third chapter 
of Genesis. Let us consider, then, the real 
meaning of these events.

Briefly, this is what occurred: Jehovah 
told man that his life depended upon obe­
dience to his Creator, and that disobedi­
ence would result in death. (Gen. 2:17) 
God’s adversary, Satan the Devil, con­
tradicted this clear statement. He told 
Adam’s wife that the human pair could 
disobey and still, “You positively will not

PERMITTED WICKEDNESS
UNTIL

OUR
DAY?

die.” He further 
c la im ed  that 
such disobedi­
ence would ac­
tually improve 
m a tte rs  f o r  
them, causing 
their eyes to be 
o p e n e d , and 
that they would 
“be like God, knowing good and bad.” 
(Gen. 3:4, 5) Now, what was involved in 
this rebellious action of Satan?

THE IS S U E S  A T  S T A K E

A number of issues or vital questions 
were raised. First, Satan called into ques­
tion the truthfulness of God. In effect, he 
called God a liar, and that with regard 
to a matter of life and death. Second, he 
questioned man’s dependence on his Cre­
ator for continued life and happiness. He 
claimed that neither man’s life nor his 
ability to govern his affairs with success 
depended upon obedience to Jehovah. He 
argued that man could act independently 
of his Creator and be like God, deciding 
for himself what is right or wrong, good
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or bad. Third, by arguing against God’s 
stated law, he in effect claimed that God’s 
im y of ruling is wrong and not for the 
good of his creatures and in this way he 
even challenged God’s right to rule.

But Satan’s action raised still another 
question, as is shown later in the Bible 
in the book of Job, chapters 1 and 2. 
There, in connection with a man named 
Job, it is shown that Satan called into 
question the faithfulness and loyalty to 
Jehovah God of all creatures.

In so many words, Satan made the 
claim that those who serve God do so, not 
because they love God and his righteous 
rule, but only for selfish reasons, such as 
the material blessings God gives them. He 
claimed that, if such reasons were taken 
away, then even a man like Job would 
turn away from God. (Job 1:6-11; 2:4, 5) 
Yes, Satan’s rebellion in Eden called into 
question the loyalty of all God’s creatures 
in heaven and on earth. If put to the test, 
would they prove their love for their 
heavenly Father and show that they pre­
ferred his rule to that of any other?

G O D 'S  W A Y  O F  SE T T L IN G  THE IS S U E S

Note, please, that Satan did not raise 
any question as to God’s strength. He did 
not challenge Jehovah to use his might 
to destroy him as an opposer. But he did 
challenge God’s right to rule and the right­
ness of his way of ruling. Also, he ques­
tioned the loyalty of God’s creatures. So, 
instead of a test of strength, it was a 
moral issue that had to be settled.

Satan’s false charges against God may 
be illustrated, to a certain extent, in a 
human way. Suppose a man having a 
large family is accused by one of his 
neighbors of many false things about the 
way he manages his household. Suppose 
the neighbor also says that the family 
members have no real love for their fa-
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ther but only stay with him to obtain the 
food and material things he gives them. 
How might the father of the family an­
swer such charges?

If he simply used violence against the 
accuser, this would not answer the charg­
es. Instead, it might suggest that they 
were true. But what a fine answer it 
would be if he permitted his own family 
to be his witnesses to show that their fa­
ther was indeed a just and loving family 
head and that they were happy to live 
with him because they loved him! Thus 
he would be completely vindicated.—Prov. 
27:11; Isa. 43:10.

This illustrates in certain respects what 
God has done. Moreover, he has allowed 
sufficient time—now almost 6,000 years— 
for the issue to be settled beyond all 
doubt. He has allowed this time, not only 
to permit his faithful creatures to prove 
their devotion to him and his rule, but also 
to demonstrate that any other kind of 
rule results only in bad.—Prov. 1:30-33; 
Isa. 59:4, 8.

Satan set himself up as a rival ruler by 
rebelling against Jehovah God. And, by 
taking the course Satan recommended, the 
first human pair declared themselves in­
dependent of Jehovah’s rule and came un­
der Satan’s control. (Gen. 3:6; Rom. 6: 
16) By God’s letting both Satan and man 
go to the limit in their efforts to act and 
rule independently of their Creator, their 
total failure to produce good government, 
with real benefits for all mankind, would 
be made evident beyond all future denial. 
Meanwhile Jehovah would have those on 
earth who love him proclaim his name 
and purposes for the enlightenment of all 
who love and seek what is right.

So, the situation is much like that in­
volving a Pharaoh of Egypt who took a 
course similar to that of Satan the Devil 
in opposing Jehovah God, and to whom 
Jehovah said: “By now I could have
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thrust my hand out that I might strike 
you and your people with pestilence and 
that you might be effaced from the earth. 
But, in fact, for this cause I have kept you 
in existence, for the sake of showing you 
my power and in order to have my name 
declared in all the earth.”—Ex. 9:15, 16.

W HAT H A V E  THE R E SU LT S  S H O W N ?

The Bible shows that Satan has made 
use of the time to build up an organiza­
tion in heaven and earth over which he 
rules. The extent of his control of the 
earth is indicated by the fact that he 
could offer Jesus all the kingdoms of the 
world and their glory in exchange for Je­
sus’ worship. (Matt. 4:8, 9) That is why 
Satan is called “the god of this system 
of things” and “the ruler of this world.” 
(2 Cor. 4:4; John 16:11) What has this 
meant for mankind, and what has been 
the result of man’s course of independence 
from God and his rule?

History testifies to the fact that this 
has not brought peace, contentment and 
eternal life to mankind. It has brought 
the opposite: thousands of years of pain, 
suffering and death. The record of history 
and the dreadful state of affairs in the 
world today are proof that man has not 
succeeded in governing without God. Man 
has tried all kinds of government, but he 
still lacks security and enduring happiness.

True, there has been progress in a ma­
terialistic way. But is it really progress 
when men send rockets to the moon, and 
yet cannot live together in peace on earth? 
What good is it for them to build homes 
equipped with every convenience, only to 
have families torn apart by divorce and 
delinquency? Are wars, riots in the streets, 
destruction of life and property and wide­
spread lawlessness something of which to 
be proud? Not at all! But they are the
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fruitage of rule that ignores God. Truly, 
as Ecclesiastes 8:9 says, “man has domi­
nated man to his injury.”

So God’s long permission of wickedness 
has proved beyond doubt that man’s at­
tempt to ‘play God’ is a miserable failure. 
(Ps. 127:1) As a prominent editor said: 
“The more we search for an alibi, the 
more we discover that unhappiness on 
earth is man-made. Our key weakness is 
that we have not solved the problem of 
self-government.” * The inspired Bible 
writer Jeremiah rightly said: “ I well 
know, O Jehovah, that to earthling man 
his way does not belong. It does not be­
long to man who is walking even to direct 
his step. Correct me, O Jehovah.”—Jer. 
10:23, 24; see also Proverbs 16:25.

Satan’s influence over earth’s affairs 
has brought disunity, wickedness and 
death, and his rule has been by means of 
deceit, force and selfishness. He has proved 
himself unfit to be the ruler of anything. 
So Jehovah is now fully justified in de­
stroying this debased rebel along with his 
demons and all those on earth who have 
shared in his wicked deeds. (Rom. 16:20) 
But what about the loyalty of God’s crea­
tures to Jehovah’s loving rule and Satan’s 
claim that all would turn away if put to 
the test?

Jehovah God knew that “love never 
fails” and he knew that some of mankind 
would serve him willingly, out of love, 
and not because they were being bribed 
or forced. (1 Cor. 13:8) Many thousands 
have done this throughout the centuries. 
Job was one of these. Even though Satan 
brought terrific pressure against him and 
stripped him of his belongings, children 
and health, Job still declared: “Until I 
expire I shall not take away my integrity.” 
(Job 27:5) Job proved Satan a liar.

As we have seen, the perfect man Jesus
* David Lawrence, U.S. News & World Report, Sept. 

25, 1967, p. 128.
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resisted all of Satan’s temptations and 
bribes. Further, when whipped by soldier 
guards and nailed to a cruel torture stake 
to die, Jesus held fast his loyalty to God. 
(1 Pet. 2:23) This proved that perfect 
Adam could have done the same if he had 
wanted to, and that God was not unrigh­
teous in requiring full obedience from 
man. (2 Thess. 1:4, 5) By his loyalty to 
Jehovah, Jesus gave the finest answer to 
Satan’s false challenge.

But Satan, his mind being twisted by 
selfishness and pride, has refused to slow 
down in his insane course. Although it has 
long since been proved that he was wrong 
and is a liar, he continues to persecute 
lovers of God. (Rev. 12:17) Since Jesus’ 
death many thousands of Christians have
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served Jehovah God because they loved 
him and wanted his loving rule over them. 
And right now, hundreds of thousands 
proclaim their loyalty to Jehovah as ruler. 
(Rev. 7:9, 10) Their faithful keeping of 
Jehovah’s Word and their respect for his 
law have enabled them to live in content­
ment, in spite of all opposition from Satan.

What a mountain of evidence the unity, 
love and integrity displayed by God’s ser­
vants throughout the centuries have pro­
vided against Satan and in behalf of Jeho­
vah God! These clearly demonstrate that 
only Jehovah has the right to rule, that 
his way of ruling in love is the only right 
way, that man can stay loyal to him under 
the most severe test, and that Satan is 
the most monstrous liar of all time.

SReWATCHTOWEFL

Jehovah God has permitted wicked­
ness until our day. But will he per­

mit it to continue indefinitely?
No, for God’s particular purpose in 

permitting wickedness was to settle all 
the issues raised by Satan. Thus, he has 
set a definite time when he will bring 
wickedness to an end. The Bible writer 
Daniel referred to this long ago when 
he wrote: “The end is yet for the time ap­
pointed.”—Dan. 11:27.

Nearly six thousand years from Adam’s 
day to ours may seem a long time when 
viewed from the standpoint of humans 
who live about seventy years. But since 
God set the time limit, it is good to ap­
preciate his view of the matter. The proph­
et Moses, at Psalm 90:4, says of him: 
“A  thousand years are in your eyes but 
as yesterday when it is past.” A year is 
a long time to a child of five, but to a

WICKEDNESS
CONTINUE?

man of sixty it is comparatively short. 
Likewise, to Jehovah, who lives for eter­
nity, a thousand years is like a day. 
—2 Pet. 3:8.

This set time during which wickedness 
has been permitted has been no injustice 
to us. Why, if God had immediately 
crushed the life out of all the rebels in 
Eden, we would never even have been 
born! We would never have had the op­
portunity for eternal life in his new sys-
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tem. So the fact that Jehovah did not cut 
short his long-suffering at some earlier 
time has given us opportunity to live now, 
and eternally in the future. (2 Pet. 3:9, 
15) Also, God has used this time to pro­
vide for man’s redemption through Jesus 
Christ.—Gal. 4:4, 5.

In addition, God has used the time to 
select and prepare from among mankind 
“vessels of mercy.”  These are the ones 
who will make up the 
righteous govern ­
ment over those who 
will live forever on 
earth in the new sys­
tem. What blessings 
this heavenly king­
dom means for man­
kind! During the time that God has been 
preparing the “vessels of mercy,” he has 
shown much long-suffering. He has toler­
ated the wicked, the “vessels of wrath.” 
He has held off their destruction. Why? 
The Bible clearly answers: “ In order that 
he might make known the riches of his 
glory upon vessels of mercy.” (Rom. 9: 
22-24) To God’s heavenly kingdom will 
go the glory of vindicating God’s name 
and destroying the wicked, the “vessels 
of wrath.” Also, by his allowing wicked­
ness to continue for a time, facets of God’s 
personality are manifested that would not 
ordinarily be seen: his mercy and long- 
suffering. These enrich our appreciation of 
the Creator and our own personalities, 
as we imitate him.—Eph. 5:1.

There has also been another real benefit 
in God’s permitting wickedness as long as 
he has. If at any time in the future any­
one should call into question God’s way 
of doing things, it would not be necessary 
again for him to grant that one time to 
try out some other way. The record of 
six thousand years of failure by Satan, 
his demons, and men who have tried to 
run affairs independent of God has sup-
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plied sufficient answer. No one can rightly 
claim: ‘They did not get a chance,’ or say, 
‘If only they had more time.’ The per­
mitted time has been enough to prove that 
the way of rebellion against the Creator 
has been absolutely disastrous! So God 
will be fully justified in swiftly crushing 
any rebel that threatens the future peace 
of the universe.—Ps. 145:20.

There is only a short time left before 
Jehovah will destroy 
this wicked system 
o f things. This re ­
maining time gives 
us the opportunity to 
take sides with him 
and ‘make his heart 
rejoice.’ (Prov. 27: 

11) If we willingly submit to his rulership, 
he will bless us with eternal life in his 
new system. The choice of accepting or 
rejecting is set before each one of us. 
—Deut. 30:19, 20.

Obedience to God is not really difficult. 
If we appreciate that Jehovah’s wisdom 
is much greater than ours, and that what­
ever he does is for our good because he is 
a God of love, then we will obey him in 
everything. Whatever Jehovah’s will is, 
we will want to do it, whether in times of 
crisis or in the everyday things of life. 
That is the way loyal servants of God have 
always felt. (Dan. 3:16-18; Ps. 119:33-37) 
In the first century some of these said 
to a high court: “We must obey God as 
ruler rather than men.”—Acts 5:29.

Today, Jehovah is using his loyal ser­
vants to declare his name and purposes in 
all the earth. (Matt. 24:14) When that is 
done to his satisfaction, then he will show 
Satan his almighty power by crushing 
him and all other rebels, bringing an end 
to this wicked system. Thus, Jehovah will 
clear the universe of wickedness and pave 
the way for his righteous new system. 
—2 Pet. 3:13.
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I ^m "The tested 
I  I qua lity  o f your

fa ith , o f much g reater 
va lue  than

perishes desp ite  its being 
p roved  by fire , m ay be found 

a cause fo r p ra ise  and 
g lo ry  and  honor at the 

reve la tion  o f Jesus 
C h r is t."— 1 Pet.

W H E T H E R  1 7
a person is 

re lig iously  in­
clined or not, everyone puts his faith in 
something. He may not believe in God, but 
he will believe in himself, the security of 
his bank account, the value of education, 
the superiority of a certain form of gov­
ernment, the integrity of a friend. So faith 
takes on many forms. But it was to man’s 
relationship to his Creator and his con­
fidence in the outworking of God’s pur­
poses that Jesus referred when he said: 
“Nevertheless, when the Son of man ar­
rives, will he really find the faith on the 
earth?”—Luke 18:8.

2 What is “ the faith” that Jesus re­
ferred to, and why is it so important to 
each one of us? Obviously Jesus was not 
referring to many different ideologies or

even to what man might accomplish of 
his own will when he spoke of “ the 
faith.” Rather he was referring to God 
and confidence in what He would do 
for the blessing of mankind, saying: 
“Certainly, then, shall not God cause 
justice to be done for his chosen ones 
who cry out to him day and night, even 
though he is long-suffering toward 
them? I tell you, He will cause justice 
to be done to them speedily.”  (Luke 
18:7, 8) However, Jesus did not indi­
cate that God was going to use many 
channels or promote variant ideologies 
in dealing with mankind, each one to 
please the taste of some, when he spoke 
of “ the faith.”

3 Similarly the apostles indicated that 
there was a faith and a way that was 
pleasing to God. Concerning Paul’s min­
istry in Ephesus the account at Acts 
19:9 states: “Some went on hardening 
themselves and not believing, speaking 
injuriously about The Way before the 
multitude.” Here the true faith was 
called “The Way,” and, indeed, it was 
a way of life for those early Christians. 
Even when on trial Paul boldly admit­

ted “that, according to the way that they 
call a ‘sect,’ in this manner I am rendering 
sacred service to the God of my fore­
fathers.”  These early Christians did not 
each one go his own way or follow his 
own line of thought, but endeavored to 
understand and follow closely the teach­
ings of Christ and to gain insight into the 
mind of God, that their faith might have 
a solid base. As Paul wrote, “Now may 
the God who supplies endurance and com­
fort grant you to have among yourselves 
the same mental attitude that Christ Je­
sus had, that with one accord you may 
with one mouth glorify the God and Fa­
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Each one 
was not teaching a different philosophy,

1, 2. (a ) How is it true that faith takes many forms? 3. How is early Christianity described, and what view-
(b) What did Jesus mean when he spoke of “ the faith” ? point did the disciples have regarding it?

40
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creed or belief, but they were in “ one 
accord” and, in fact, believed in “one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and 
Father of all persons.”—Acts 24:14; Rom. 
15:5, 6; Eph. 4:5, 6.

4 Can we have that “one faith” today? 
If you feel that your religious conviction 
is that one original faith, can you back it 
up with Scripture? Do you know it well 
enough to impart it to others, making dis­
ciples of people of all nations as the early 
Christians did? This should be the goal 
of everyone who truly follows in the foot­
steps of Jesus. Regardless of a person’s 
belief, it is good to know exactly what 
one’s religion teaches and the basis for it.

“ SOLID IN THE FAITH”
5 Our faith should be solid like a rock- 

mass that sinks deep into the earth and 
cannot be moved regardless of the forces 
pushing against it. But some have faith 
that is more like sandy soil that gives or 
shifts under pressure or even washes away 
completely when the rains pour down. Still 
others are so devoid of substance to their 
faith that it is like quicksand that not only 
is completely lacking in support but also 
will envelop and destroy any­
one trusting in it.—Matt. 7:
24-27.

6 Faith, to be like a rock- 
mass, must be based on truth.
It must be clearly defined 
in one’s mind, solidly es­
tab lish ed  on a ccu ra te  
knowledge and facts.
Such a faith will stand 
up to questions and op­
posing viewpoints. Our
4. What should be our goal, and 
why?
5, 6. (a) How did Jesus describe 
a person with true faith as com­
pared with one lacking it?
(b) How can we make our faith 
firm?

faith should be a God-given faith. But how 
can we be sure? As 2 Corinthians 13:5 
says, “Keep testing whether you are in the 
faith, keep proving what you yourselves 
are.” Yes, we have to keep testing and ex­
amining our faith: Is it logical, is it rea­
sonable, does it harmonize with the book 
of faith, the Bible?

7 Many have found their faith to be like 
the sandy soil that gave out on them un­
der stress, having been built on traditions, 
human philosophies, not on the rocklike 
foundation of truth. This was the case of 
a woman who lost faith in the value of 
prayer and refused to teach her children 
to pray, because she had been taught to 
pray for the wrong thing, and when her 
prayers were not answered her faith was 
destroyed. She had built it on sandy soil. 
The individual she prayed for was violat­
ing God’s righteous commandments, yet 
she thought God should miraculously pro­
tect him. She was encouraged in this be­
lief by her religious adviser, but her faith 
was sadly misplaced.

8 Even a rocklike faith may be shattered 
in time if it is not constantly built up, re­
inforced and strengthened; so it is no sur­

prise if the uncertain beliefs of 
some youths are eroded when

subject to attack. As Time 
magazine reported: “The ob­
je c t iv ity  o f the religious 
courses sometimes startles 
students, who frequently sign 
up to have their faith rein­

forced , not scru ti­
n ized .”  No wonder 
they are startled when 
the theologian com­
mences his course by 
an attack on the basis
7, 8. (a) Why have some per­
sons lost faith? (b) What is 
necessary for faith?
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for their faith, saying: “The Bible is the 
greatest collection of mythology in the 
history of Western civilization.” Certain­
ly the faith of such students will never be 
built up by those who lack it, those casting 
doubts on God’s Word. Rather, as Romans 
10:17 tells us, “faith follows the thing 
heard. In turn the thing heard is through 
the word about Christ.” So, to reinforce 
and strengthen one’s faith, hearing the 
Word of God with understanding is re­
quired.—Jas. 1:5-8; Neh. 8:8.

9 The true faith directs us toward God 
and strengthens us for his service. True 
faith is not just a passive belief now any 
more than it was for Jesus and his apos­
tles. It requires a solid foundation and 
real effort to build it up through proper 
study and associations. It is vitally impor­
tant for each Christian to build up his 
faith, because it governs his course in life 
and, in fact, his relationship to his Cre­
ator. As Paul wrote: “You are all, in fact, 
sons of God through your faith in Christ 
Jesus.”  Again, Paul declared: “The life 
that I now live in flesh I live by the faith 
that is toward the Son of God, who loved 
me and handed himself over for me.” Does 
your faith mean that much in your life? 
— Gal. 3:26; 2:20; 2 Thess. 1:3.

10 If one knows he is weak in faith, it is 
vital to work to build it up. Those whose 
faith is weak are likely objects for attack, 
for as Peter warned, “Your adversary, the 
Devil, walks about like a roaring lion, 
seeking to devour someone.” To ward off 
such Satanic attacks, Peter urges: “Take 
your stand against him, solid in the faith.” 
If you do, then “the God of all undeserved 
kindness . . .  will himself finish your train­
ing, he will make you firm, he will make 
you strong.” (1 Pet. 5:8-10; Eph. 6:16) 
How does this strengthening take place?
9. Describe true faith and why it is so important.
10. How can attacks against faith be thwarted?
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In Galatians chapter three Paul shows 
that by exercising faith the individual re­
ceives the backing of Jehovah’s holy spirit 
when under attack. The fact that training 
and exercising are mentioned in connec­
tion with faith shows need for an effort 
on our part to build it up. Earnestly seek­
ing such faith leads one to a righteous 
standing with God; in fact, God assures 
us that he declares the “people of the na­
tions righteous due to faith.”— Gal. 3:5, 
6, 8, 22.

11 Do you think you could never live up 
to God’s righteous requirements or share 
your faith with others as Jesus did? God 
does not ask us to do the impossible, but 
with the backing of his spirit these are 
things we can do. As Jesus said, “That 
expression, ‘If you can’ ! Why, all things 
can be to one if one has faith.” (Mark 9: 
23) To be pleasing to God our faith must 
be unwavering. As Hebrews 10:38 tells us, 
“ ‘My righteous one will live by reason of 
faith,’ and, ‘if he shrinks back, my soul 
has no pleasure in him.’ ” Instead of 
shrinking back, we want to move ahead, 
to live in faith and to exercise our faith 
daily by sharing it with others.

THE GOD OF TRUE FAITH
12 However, again the matter of the 

right faith comes into the picture if we 
want Jehovah to have pleasure in us. 
Many people believe in some kind of deity, 
and Paul recognized that, as recorded at 
1 Corinthians 8:5, 6, “ there are those who 
are called ‘gods,’ whether in heaven or on 
earth, just as there are many ‘gods’ and 
many ‘lords.’ ” But he emphasized, “There 
is actually to us one God the Father, out 
of whom all things are, and we for him; 
and there is one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
through whom all things are, and we 
through him.” So just believing in any god
11. Why should we not despair of pleasing God?
12. Why is not just any kind of belief pleasing to God?
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would not be pleasing to the true God, Je­
hovah. He tells us that he becomes “the 
rewarder of those earnestly seeking him.” 
(Heb. 11:6) But if we doggedly persist in 
looking for him in the wrong place or with 
the wrong concept we will not find him 
any more than if we look for a friend on 
the wrong street. Similarly, persons who 
put faith in man and deny the power and 
invisible qualities of God as seen through 
His creation will not find Him or have 
the faith pleasing to Him. Even religious 
people who put their faith in images, in­
cluding those, please note, of imperfect or 
“corruptible man,” “even those who ex­
changed the truth of God for the lie and 
venerated and rendered sacred service to 
the creation rather than the One who 
created,” are not pleasing to God. (Rom. 
1:20-25) So, obviously, what is pleasing to 
God is faith in the right thing, the right 
kind of faith, faith based on God’s Word 
and a knowledge of the Almighty as a per­
sonal and intelligent Being.—Rev. 22:8, 9.

13 True faith must be based on a knowl­
edge of the Creator. After contrasting 
false beliefs with the true, Moses declared: 
“You well know that Jehovah your God 
is the true God, the faithful God, keeping 
covenant and loving-kindness in the case 
of those who love him and those who 
keep his commandments to a thousand 
generations.” (Deut. 7:9) Can you say 
that “you well know that Jehovah your 
God is the true God, the faithful God” ? 
What is the evidence, both from the world 
around us and from the Bible, regarding 
the existence of God? True, we cannot 
see him, for God is spirit and invisible to 
us, but this is no reason to believe he is 
nonexistent. Rather, as Paul said at Ro­
mans 1:20, “his invisible qualities are 
clearly seen from the world’s creation on­
ward, because they are perceived by the
13. On what should true faith be based, and what basis 
do we have for it?
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things made, even his eternal power and 
Godship.” (Heb. 11:27) We know that 
man did not make the universe, nor does 
he have the power to do so, and it is illogi­
cal to assume that it just came about 
without intelligent creative force in view 
of the intricate nature of all matter, ani­
mate and inanimate.

14 Many things that are quite real to us 
are invisible yet have power to bring 
about audible or visible effects; for ex­
ample, gravity, air, radio waves, even 
some light waves that are invisible to the 
human eye and yet make stones glow in 
the dark. We believe in these things we 
cannot see because we know the results 
they bring about. We may not see the 
strong wind that blows us about on a 
windy day, but we feel it. We may not see 
the powerful hand of gravity pulling us 
to the earth, but we feel its power when 
we plunge off a ladder, hitting hard on 
the ground. We see no lines tying in our 
radio or TV set to a transmitter many 
miles away, yet the invisible signal comes 
through the air and we hear or see the re­
sulting program. Surely God is not less 
powerful or wonderful than his creation, 
nor is there less reason to believe in his 
reality than in these other things that we 
recognize to be realities.

15 The fact that radioactive elements in 
the rocks decay at a steady, measurable 
rate over thousands of years shows the 
passing of time and that the material had 
a beginning. Otherwise the radioactivity 
would finally have been exhausted. So the 
question arises, How and when did cre­
ative activity begin? Information such as 
this serves to strengthen our faith in the 
Creator and in the Bible account of a be­
ginning to his creative works.— Gen. 1:1.

18 Again, we might ask, Where did 
plants, trees, and finally man, get their
14. Why is God’s invisibility no reason for disbelief?
15. How do we know that Genesis 1: 1 is true ?
16. How do men’s efforts compare with God's?
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life? Not from men, who cannot artificial­
ly reproduce even the simplest forms of 
microscopic life, nor could it have started 
spontaneously with creatures lower than 
man, with even less intellect, when mod­
ern scientists with the latest equipment 
at their command cannot artificially re­
produce the most simple living organism. 
As Thomas A. Edison, the great inventor, 
is reported to have said, “Until man dupli­
cates a single plant, nature can laugh at 
his so-called scientific knowledge.” No 
efforts of man have come close to the 
creative wisdom of Jehovah. So the Scrip­
tures testify that God’s “ invisible quali­
ties are clearly seen . . . because they are 
perceived by the things made, even his 
eternal power and Godship, so that they 
are inexcusable.”—Rom. 1:20; Ps. 19:1; 
100:3.

17 No wonder Professor Tresmontant, 
lecturer on the philosophy of science at 
the Sorbonne in Paris, stated: “Those who 
find no place for God in their philosophy 
must be prepared to affirm that mindless, 
inanimate matter has been able to orga­
nize itself, to become animated, and to 
endow itself with consciousness and 
thought . . . Matter must be credited with 
all the attributes that theologians specify 
as belonging to God, including supreme 
intelligence, creative power and eternal, 
autonomous existence . . . Even if by the 
great act of faith you accept the theory 
that the first large molecule was created 
by a chance collision of the right atoms 
under the right circumstances . . . The 
operations of chance would have to be 
brought in again at each stage to account 
for the development of each new organ 
. . .  If you go on attributing to chance 
results that in fact are radically contra­
dictory to the laws of probability, you find 
that you are in effect spelling chance with
17. What did a French lecturer say about philosophies 
that ignore God?
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a capital letter, and using it as a synonym 
for God.”

WORLD TROUBLES NO REASON TO LOSE FAITH
18 An argument sometimes raised by 

those who deny the existence of God is that 
if God is so powerful and really does exist, 
why does not he do something to straight­
en out world conditions and alleviate our 
sufferings? Such skeptics are not usually 
persons who are really concerned about 
the Creator or interested in serving him, 
but rather they want a basis on which to 
divorce themselves from faith and its re­
quirements. It is not that they are inter­
ested in God’s purpose or where they fit 
in the stream of time, but rather in the 
results to themselves. Actually their ques­
tion is well answered in the Scriptures, 
which reveal that it is not God, but his 
agelong opposer Satan who is causing the 
misery and distress from which people 
suffer, while God is doing something and 
those who serve him are doing something, 
pointing men to the only real remedy for 
the situation, God’s Kingdom govern­
ment. (Rev. 12:12; 1 John 5:19) God has 
permitted Satan to continue exercising 
power in the earth in order to demon­
strate His power and justice and permit 
His name to be declared while a great 
crowd of faithful persons are gathered to 
the side of His kingdom. Rather than 
God’s being the source of the troubles on 
the earth today, Moses declared: “ They 
have acted ruinously on their own part; 
they are not his children, the defect is 
their own. A generation crooked and 
twisted!”—Deut. 32:4, 5.

19 Fortunately for us, God has kindly 
allowed time to settle permanently the 
challenge raised by Satan, while giving us 
the opportunity to show faith in him and 
to serve him. “What shall we say, then?
18. What reasons do the Scriptures give for present 
world distress?
19. Why should we be happy over God’s patience?
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Is there injustice with God? Never may 
that become so!” Instead, we are remind­
ed, “ If, now, God, although having the will 
to demonstrate his wrath and to make 
his power known, tolerated with much 
long-suffering vessels of wrath made fit 
for destruction, in order that he might 
make known the riches of his glory upon 
vessels of mercy, . . . ”  then certainly we 
should be happy that he has given us this 
opportunity of knowing the truth and 
serving him, rather than get upset that he 
has not wiped out the present system 
along with many good-hearted persons 
who may yet learn the way to life.—Rom. 
9:14, 22, 23.

20 So one who bases his faith on the Bi­
ble and knows it well could answer the 
question by saying that God has permitted 
the continuation of wickedness for several 
reasons. He has given plenty of time for 
his Adversary to marshal all the degen­
erates in heaven and earth in opposition 
to His righteous purposes, and then He 
will show His power, not only at Arma­
geddon when the earth is cleansed of 
wickedness to make way for the Kingdom 
rule, but finally at the end of the 1,000- 
year rule of Christ when wickedness is 
finally stamped out forever according to 
Jehovah’s great purpose. (Rev. 20:7-10) 
By following this course of long-suffering 
and patience despite the reproach that 
God-dishonoring people have brought 
against him, Jehovah will magnify his 
name through the operation of his king­
dom.—Mai. 3:14-18.

21 The day-by-day passage of time that 
may seem slow to men and make us im­
patient for a quick change in conditions 
is as nothing to our God who is without 
beginning or end. Yet the time that he 
has set for the accomplishment of his 
righteous purpose toward the earth is
20. How will Jehovah’s kingdom magnify his name?
21. How do the Scriptures give us the right viewpoint 
to avoid Satan's trap?
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scheduled to run out within the coming 
few years of this generation. So we do 
not want to fall now at this late date in 
man’s history into Satan’s trap of un­
belief and lack of faith.—Matt. 24:34; Ps. 
92:7; Eccl. 8:11-13.

BUILDING FAITH THAT PLEASES GOD
22 If you are among those “earnestly 

seeking” God, then you will want to keep 
strengthening your faith by study and as­
sociation with Jehovah’s witnesses, who 
are today truly exercising faith by bring­
ing the good news of God’s kingdom to 
others. If you feel you have need to 
strengthen your faith lest you or your 
family be among the sad ones whose faith 
cools off and who have nothing to replace 
it, then “ continue applying yourself” to 
taking in knowledge and sharing it with 
others, “for by doing this you will save 
both yourself and those who listen to 
you.” (1 Tim. 4:13-16; 6:12; 2 Tim. 2:15) 
The true faith is not some intangible, un­
explainable feeling, for Hebrews 11:1 
shows that faith is tied in with realities, 
not unrealities. What one does about his 
faith gives a demonstration of the reality 
of his faith to others, convincing them 
that his belief in God and his purposes is 
an assured expectation.

23 So instead of putting your faith in 
financial resources that may quickly be 
wiped out, or in friends who may prove 
to be short-lived or of the fair-weather 
type, or even in a government whose ad­
ministration may change when one least 
expects it, put your faith in the one who 
can help you, the one who has power of life 
or death. Let your faith be as solid as Da­
vid’s was when Jehovah delivered him 
out of the hand of his enemy Saul. He
22. (a) How can one show that he is earnestly seeking 
God? (b) How can one demonstrate the reality of one’s 
faith?
23. To what can the faith that pleases God be likened?
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beautifully expressed it in 2 Samuel 22, 
verse three of which says: “My God is 
my rock. I shall take refuge in him.” Let 
your faith be of tested quality, purified 
like fine gold, but of greater value before 
Jehovah. (1 Pet. 1:7) Let it be not like 
an uncontrolled, windblown wave of the 
sea, but like a ship under control, now
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anchored securely against a storm, now 
moving forward surely on course under 
the propelling force of God’s spirit. (Jas. 
1:6, 7) Be sure you have “the faith” that 
Jesus spoke of, that you are following 
“The Way” as the apostles did, and that 
yours is the faith that pleases God. 
—1 John 5:4.

SfteWATCHTOWER.

ARE YOU READY
F O R  T H E

“Now as they were going over the road, they came to a 
certain body of water, and the eunuch said: 'Look! A  body of 
water; what prevents me from getting baptized?"'— Acts 8:36.

LIKE a man moving from one country 
to a new one, learning a new lan­

guage and taking up a new occupation, so 
is the step of Christian baptism. The per­
son making this move leaves this old sys­
tem with its ties and allegiances and 
comes over into association with those of 
God’s spiritual nation, becoming part of 
the New World society of Jehovah’s peo­
ple world wide. While still in the world, 
they are no longer a part of it, as they 
now recognize the power and authority 
of God’s heavenly government, his king­
dom, in their lives. And instead of being 
divided nationalistically or linguistically, 
they now learn the “pure language” that 
all Jehovah’s people speak in common, the 
language of truth from the Scriptures. 
(Zeph. 3:9) Finally, they take on a new 
assignment of work, entering into the ser­
vice of their Creator, making that the 
first interest in their lives.
1. What changes for a person does Christian baptism 
bring?

2 Are you ready for such a move? Ob­
viously it would take considerable thought, 
planning and prayer. That is why Jeho­
vah’s witnesses do not encourage anyone 
to rush into baptism without first thor­
oughly learning what it means and what 
the responsibilities of a baptized Witness 
are. Yet the work that Jesus commanded 
be done and that Jehovah’s witnesses 
world wide are engaged in is to prepare 
sincere people for just such a move. Their 
work is to “make disciples of people of all 
the nations, baptizing them . . . teaching 
them.” (Matt. 28:19, 20) This is not a 
mere matter of putting one’s name on a 
church membership roll, or subscribing to 
some creed to qualify for membership, 
which status may then be maintained in­
definitely regardless of the person’s course 
of conduct. To be a disciple of Christ a 
person must first qualify through study, 
acquiring faith by hearing the Word of 
God, and then deciding to make this move
2. How can one become a disciple of Christ?
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to come over on God’s side by taking one’s 
stand as a dedicated servant of Jehovah 
God.

3 Those moving in such a direction usu­
ally come under attack in one or another 
of the many insidious ways that Satan 
uses to discourage those desiring to serve 
Jehovah. It may be opposition from family 
or friends; it may just be fear of what 
others will think. But it is something to 
expect, for, as Paul wrote at 2 Timothy 
3:12, “all those desiring to live with godly 
devotion in association with Christ Jesus 
will also be persecuted.” This is not due 
to any wrongdoing on their part, but is 
because of the basic truth that Jesus ex­
plained to his disciples: “ If you were part 
of the world, the world would be fond of 
what is its own. Now because you are no 
part of the world, but I have chosen you 
out of the world, on this account the world 
hates you. Bear in mind the word I said 
to you, A slave is not greater than his 
master. If they have persecuted me, they 
will persecute you also.”  (John 15:19, 20) 
This is no cause for alarm, because when 
we are on Jehovah’s side, nothing that 
Satan can do can cause us lasting harm. 
Rather, Jesus showed, it should be a cause 
of happiness on our part if we suffer for 
his name’s sake, becoming objects of Sa­
tan’s attacks just as Jesus was.—Matt. 
5:11.

♦However, it does mean that those do­
ing the discipling and teaching work must 
prepare those with whom they study to 
be forearmed to withstand such opposi­
tion. It is a reason, too, why a person con­
templating baptism should not rush into 
it, but should first have a good under­
standing of God’s Word, strong faith in 
Jehovah, and a willingness to serve him 
faithfully, regardless of what may come.
3. What should a person showing interest in the truth 
expect, but what attitude should he have?
4. What understanding should a person considering 
baptism come to have?
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The student must come to appreciate that 
Jehovah is the Great Teacher through his 
inspired Word the Bible. As Isaiah 48:17 
says, “ I, Jehovah, am your God, the One 
teaching you to benefit yourself, the One 
causing you to tread in the way in which 
you should walk.” He leams, not that it is 
Jehovah who needs him, but that he needs 
Jehovah and that he is born in sin and 
is therefore in need of Jehovah’s provi­
sions for life and salvation through Christ 
Jesus. In fact, each one, whether he real­
izes it or not, is a slave of sin and thus 
without hope of everlasting life until such 
time as he accepts the ransom Jehovah 
provided through Jesus. (Eccl. 7:20; Rom. 
6:17, 18, 22, 23) When one’s study and 
faith show him clearly what an unde­
served kindness it is on God’s part, not 
only for him to learn the truth, but to 
have his heartfelt dedication accepted by 
the Creator, he can see why those of the 
“great crowd” who now take this step of 
dedication in effect cry out with a loud 
voice, “Salvation we owe to our God, who 
is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 
—Rev. 7:10.

5 He can understand, too, why a change 
must be made in a person’s life before his 
dedication would be acceptable to Jehovah. 
As Jesus said, “The true worshipers will 
worship the Father with spirit and truth, 
for, indeed, the Father is looking for such­
like ones to worship him.”  (John 4:23) 
But those who worship according to some 
religious formalism to be seen of men, or 
whose religious teaching is tainted with 
falsehood, cannot expect their way of wor­
ship to be pleasing to God. Rather, con­
cerning the world organization of false 
worship, a voice out of heaven is heard 
declaring: “Get out of her, my people, if 
you do not want to share with her in her
5. What changes may be necessary prior to baptism 
as indicated by the Scriptures?
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sins.”—Rev. 18:4; Matt. 6:1-5; 1 Cor. 10:
20, 21.

6 Some persons find that they need to 
make a real change in their way of living 
to qualify to approach Jehovah in dedi­
cation. Psalm 15:1-3 asks: “O Jehovah, 
who will be a guest in your tent? Who will 
reside in your holy mountain? He who is 
walking faultlessly and practicing righ­
teousness and speaking the truth in his 
heart. He has not slandered with his 
tongue. To his companion he has done 
nothing bad.” So it may require making 
one’s mind over to Jehovah’s way of think­
ing and conforming one’s life to his righ­
teous standards with the help of his 
active force. Those who continue in a dis­
solute way of life, showing themselves to 
be lovers of pleasure more them lovers of 
God, those who are more interested in the 
desires of this life than in everlasting life 
and who show themselves to be friends 
of this old system of things, thereby in­
dicate they are the enemies of God. He 
will not even consider their prayers, much 
less accept an insincere dedication, which 
amounts to saying one thing and doing 
another.—Isa. 1:15-17; Jas. 4:4.

7 However, all persons of honest heart 
who come to know Jehovah’s Word and 
purposes are invited to share in the grand 
work recorded in Psalm 148:13, 14: “Let 
them praise the name of Jehovah, for his 
name alone is unreachably high. His dig­
nity is above earth and heaven.. . .  Praise 
Jah, you people!” This, in fact, is one of 
the responsibilities of a baptized Witness. 
God is indeed gracious to give mere man 
the honor of serving him in this way. And 
considering what a privilege it is to rep­
resent Jehovah in this way by bringing 
the truth to others as Jehovah’s witnesses 
do in their house-to-house ministry, we 
can understand why the only ones invited
6. What things would be required for one's dedication 
to be acceptable to Jehovah?
7. What privilege and responsibility can be ours?
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to share in this work are those who have 
not only come to appreciate the Scriptures 
and the Kingdom hope, but have also 
made their lives over in harmony with 
God’s will. As Jesus said in prayer to his 
Father, at John 17:6: “ I have made your 
name manifest to the men you gave me 
out of the world. They were yours, and 
you gave them to me, and they have ob­
served your word.” Yes, such ones have 
come out of this system with its corrup­
tion and disregard for God’s righteous re­
quirements and have come to observe and 
follow God’s Word. They “observe the 
commandments of God” and so qualify for 
“the work of bearing witness to Jesus.” 
—Rev. 12:17.

8 In order to observe the commandments 
and do the witness work, accurate knowl­
edge of the truth is required. As Paul 
commented: “Do you, however, the one 
teaching someone else, not teach your­
self?” (Rom. 2:21) Especially before such 
an important step as baptism is it nec­
essary to get an accurate fundamental 
knowledge of the Scriptures and of what 
is required of a baptized witness of Jeho­
vah. Baptismal candidates, therefore, are 
encouraged to read and study the Bible 
carefully. As an aid to accurate knowledge 
the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society 
has encouraged all persons before baptism 
to study or at least read carefully the 
basic Bible textbooks Which It
Is Impossible for God to ”  and Life 
Everlasting—in Freedom of the Sons of 
God (or, if they are not available in your 
language, other recent publications of the 
Watch Tower Society that cover similar 
material). These publications help to es­
tablish a basis for rocklike faith as they 
cover subjects such as how we can be 
sure of the existence of God, which sacred 
book of religion is the truth, and how to
8. (a) Explain what preparation a person considering 
baptism should make, (b) What are some basic truths 
with which he should be familiar?
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become one of God’s men of “good will.” 
Besides doctrinal information, the student 
learns of the respective places of man and 
woman in the Christian congregation, the 
importance of neutrality in this old sys­
tem, the sacredness of blood, and of the 
fight that must be maintained against 
wicked spirit forces for one to receive fi­
nally the paradisaic blessings God has in 
store for those faithfully serving him.

9 Additionally, the Watch Tower Society
has recently provided in English, and in 
a number of other languages, the publi­
cation “  Your Word Is a Lamp to My
Foot,”  showing the Scripturalness of Je­
hovah's modern-day organization in the 
earth. In the first portion of this publica­
tion some key Bible questions are pro­
pounded, together with their answer in the 
form of Scriptural citations. When the 
student consults with the overseer of the 
local congregation and can affirm that his 
life is in harmony with the Scriptural pat­
tern and shows that he can comment with 
understanding on these basic truths, then, 
indeed, such a person is in position to ded­
icate himself in prayer to Jehovah and 
undergo water baptism in symbol of his 
dedication to do Jehovah’s will. Such fine 
guides to accurate knowledge, provided by 
Jehovah as the Great Teacher through his 
channel of communication in the earth to­
day, help us to appreciate what Jehovah 
requires of each person who loves him 
and desires to serve him. Then truly such 
a person is in position to say as did the 
Ethiopian with whom Philip discussed the 
truth: “Look! A body of water; what pre­
vents me from getting baptized?”—Acts 
8:36.

10 By this step of baptism one actively 
puts oneself on God’s side, demonstrating
9. Why is it proper for a person considering baptism 
to consult with the congregation overseer prior to taking 
such a step?
10. ta> What does baptism mean for the individual, and 
why is it so important? (b) What blessings come to the 
individual who is baptized?
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one’s faith in Jehovah and in Christ Jesus. 
One takes up the fight of Christian faith, 
entering the ranks of those serving Christ. 
(2 Tim. 2:3, 4) He has made his dedica­
tion to Jehovah in prayer, in effect deter­
mining to devote himself to the doing of 
God’s will unconditionally. In this he fol­
lows the example set by Jesus as recorded 
in the Scriptures. He indicates he is de­
sirous of following the lead of God’s holy 
spirit. Such a course has God’s approval 
and brings the support of his spirit and 
the encouragement and assistance of his 
organization as well as the assurance of 
a good conscience that the individual is 
sincerely endeavoring to please God fully. 
(Mark 1:9-11; 1 Pet. 3:21) Thus when 
the individual is lowered beneath the wa­
ter of the baptismal site, it is as though 
he is buried or dies symbolically to his 
past situation in life and is then raised up 
for a new start, ready and willing to con­
form fully to God’s guidance in his life. 
Baptism is therefore a solemn commit­
ment made to the Creator. Since nothing 
in a person’s life can have greater sig­
nificance than his relationship to God, his 
baptism as a Christian is therefore the 
most important step in his life.—Eccl. 
5:4-6.

11 At the time of baptism it is customary 
that other dedicated persons be present as 
witnesses to the ceremony. They recognize 
that the one being baptized is publicly 
avowing to accept the responsibilities and 
privileges that come with being a baptized 
Witness. But they are not the only wit­
nesses. As Jesus said, the individual is 
baptized “ in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the holy spirit.” So we 
can be sure that Jehovah and Jesus are 
interested witnesses on such occasions. 
They are interested because this person 
has come to recognize that Jehovah is the
11. (a) How is baptism different from an individual's 
private prayer of dedication to God? (b) What does 
baptism indicate that a person recognizes?
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Supreme Sovereign and Life-Giver and 
that Jesus, his Son and our Redeemer, is 
the enthroned King of Jehovah’s new sys­
tem of righteousness. He acknowledges 
the guiding power and force of Jehovah’s 
spirit in his life and realizes that his dedi­
cation and baptism put him on the side 
of the ‘great cloud of witnesses’ who today 
faithfully follow the lead of ‘the Chief 
Agent and Perfecter of their faith, Jesus.’ 
—Heb. 12:1, 2.

12 Baptism brings responsibilities and 
privileges, but also opposition. Jesus 
showed that this dedication of one’s self 
to Jehovah must take precedence in one’s 
life, even over family or relatives if they 
are opposed. Only by one’s faithfulness 
will one be found pleasing to Jehovah and 
perhaps impress on one’s family the im­
portance of their also taking up the same 
faithful course that leads to life. (Rom. 
10:13) As Jesus said, “Whoever is not 
carrying his torture stake and coming 
after me cannot be my disciple.”  (Luke 
14:26, 27) Are you willing to do that? 
The goal toward which one strives is a 
great one—everlasting life. Since the re­
ward is great, it is only reasonable that 
achieving it is not easy, but with Jeho­
vah’s help it can be gained. Jesus described 
access to this reward as a narrow gate 
and a cramped road that few find, but, 
once found, it is the road to stick to re­
gardless of the problems along the way. 
(Matt. 7:14) Since Jehovah has shown 
such love for us through the sacrifice of 
his Son, to make this prospect of life pos­
sible, we want to show unswerving love 
also for Him in living up to our dedication. 
—1 John 4:9.

13 Once one is baptized, one does not 
lean back and rest on one’s laurels, feeling 
that now one has done what God requires.
12. Why is following the course of dedication to God 
to be recommended despite all obstacles?
13. (a) What does baptism not mean for the individual? 
Why? (b) What good Scriptural counsel should a bap­
tized Christian be sure to follow?
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It is not the end of the road, but the be­
ginning, just as Jesus’ life showed. It was 
after his baptism that he commenced his 
public ministry, throwing himself into the 
preaching work, despite the opposition and 
hatred manifested by the religious class 
in his day, which hatred was appeased 
finally only by his death. So, recognizing 
the work ahead, one who dedicates oneself 
to Jehovah wants to be sure one keeps 
well equipped for it. This means study. 
Not just congregational study, but per­
sonal Bible study so that when we need a 
convincing Bible answer to help someone 
appreciate the truth, we will be able to 
give it. (1 Tim. 4:16) As Proverbs 18:15 
says, “The heart of the understanding one 
acquires knowledge, and the ear of wise 
ones seeks to find knowledge.”  Peter 
urged: “ Go on growing in the undeserved 
kindness and knowledge of our Lord.” 
(2 Pet. 3:18) Paul counseled, “Do your 
utmost to present yourself approved to 
God, a workman with nothing to be 
ashamed of, handling the word of the 
truth aright.” (2 Tim. 2:15) Finally, He­
brews 6:1 encourages, “Let us press on 
to maturity.” So the baptized Witness does 
not slow down or stop his studying of the 
Scriptures just because he is now baptized 
or perhaps because the one who previously 
studied with him discontinues giving this 
assistance. Rather he sees the need to con­
tinue growing in knowledge and under­
standing himself and so plans a definite 
schedule for continued personal study and 
asks Jehovah through prayer to help him 
by means of his spirit to understand his 
Word even more as time goes on. (Prov. 
2:4-6; Jas. 1:5) He recognizes this as one 
of the responsibilities of a baptized Wit­
ness in order to keep spiritually strong.

“ His study as well as his association
14. (a) What arrangement does Jehovah have for the 
well-being of his servants on the eaTth, so why should 
a baptized person want to cooperate with it? (b) What 
did Jesus say about Christian unity?
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with Jehovah’s people helps him to un­
derstand that Jehovah has, not only a 
heavenly, but also an earthly, visible or­
ganization of people doing his will. Jesus 
foretold that among his people there would 
be a “faithful and discreet slave” class 
who would be providing the spiritual food 
to God’s family of devoted servants on 
earth, acting as his channel of communi­
cation and overseeing the carrying out of 
the Kingdom interests world wide. (Matt. 
24:45-47) These anointed overseers serve 
as though being guided in their activities 
by the right hand of Christ. They take 
the same viewpoint as Jesus had when he 
said to Jehovah, “Let, not my will, but 
yours take place.” (Luke 22:42) To illus­
trate the harmony that would prevail in 
Jehovah’s organization, Jesus likened it, 
in John 15:1-10, to a vine with branches. 
Jehovah is the Great Cultivator, Jesus is 
the vine and those coming into spiritual 
union with him are the branches. Clearly 
this necessitates a recognition of Jeho­
vah’s organization in the earth today. This 
vine is a productive one bearing fruit that 
will last through Armageddon.—Heb. 13: 
7, 17.

15 What kind of fruit is it that those at­
tached to the vine must bear in order to 
have God’s favor and to avoid being 
pruned off as unproductive sprouts? Ac­
tually the Scriptures mention two kinds 
of fruitage that a Christian would en­
deavor to cultivate. One is the fruitage of 
the spirit, including love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, kindness, goodness, faith, mild­
ness and self-control. (Gal. 5:22, 23) To 
stay in harmony with Christ and to be 
pleasing to Jehovah, these qualities must 
be produced. But we want to see such 
fruitage, not only in ourselves, but also in 
others. Those who are disciples of Christ 
understand that it is Jehovah’s will that
15. What good fruits should all Christians endeavor to 
produce ?
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they make disciples of others also. As 
Proverbs 11:30 says, “The fruitage of the 
righteous one is a tree of life, and he that 
is winning souls is wise.” This was the 
work to which Paul and the early Chris­
tians devoted themselves. Paul wrote to 
the Romans (1:13) that he hoped to come 
to minister among them that he ‘might 
acquire some fruitage also among them 
even as among the rest of the nations.’ 
By this he referred to Kingdom fruitage 
or Christian disciples. Each one who dedi­
cates himself to Jehovah has a responsi­
bility in this regard to endeavor to ac­
quire fruitage by discipling people of the 
nations.

“ Paul felt so strongly about this re­
sponsibility, that he said: “If, now, I am 
declaring the good news, it is no reason 
for me to boast, for necessity is laid upon 
me. Really, woe is me if I did not declare 
the good news!” (1 Cor. 9:16) This work 
is not one we do just in our own strength, 
but we can be assured of the assistance 
of Jehovah’s spirit as long as we prepare 
and do our part. It is Jehovah who brings 
the fruitage and the increase as a result 
of the activities of his servants through­
out the earth. Each one who dedicates 
himself to Jehovah has a serious respon­
sibility before his Creator. As Ezekiel 33: 
8 says, if “you actually do not speak out 
to warn the wicked one from his way, he 
himself as a wicked one will die in his 
own error, but his blood I shall ask back 
at your own hand.” How much happier a 
course to share actively in giving the 
warning and as a result have the joy of 
rescuing many honest-hearted ones for 
life in Jehovah’s paradisaic new system! 
To such ones Jesus declared: “I say, then, 
to you, Everyone that confesses union 
with me before men, the Son of mem will
16. How do the Scriptures point out a Christian’s respon­
sibility and the wise course to follow?

fKeWATCHTOWER



52 5He WATCHTOWER Brooklyn, N .Y.
also confess union with him before the 
angels of God.”—Luke 12:8.

17 What a cause for joy to have the Son’s 
favor! So, one who enters into a dedicated 
relationship with Jehovah and who ac­
cepts Jesus as his Mediator automatically 
receives responsibilities; one also receives 
many blessings and much joy. Such one 
recognizes that Jehovah is his strength 
and source of help, the One who saves and 
shepherds his people. (Ps. 28:7-9) He finds 
that, far from being a burden, the service 
he performs to Jehovah brings him much 
happiness and is a source of refreshment 
to him. (1 John 5:3) Even though one 
may be under much pressure from family 
or friends, or though circumstances are 
difficult for the time, the one who con­
tinues to find a place for Kingdom inter­
ests in his life, making first place for Je­
hovah and his service, will find the way 
smoothed for him. This was true for the 
returning captives of Zion, and it is true 
for spiritual Israelites today. As Psalm 
126:5, 6 declares: “Those sowing seed 
with tears will reap even with a joyful cry. 
The one that without fail goes forth, even
17. Despite difficulties, of what can one who is dedicated 
to Jehovah be sure?

weeping, carrying along a bagful of seed, 
will without fail come in with a joyful 
cry, carrying along his sheaves.”

18 What a privilege it is to know the 
truth and have some share in advancing 
the Kingdom interests in these “ last days.” 
For those of you contemplating baptism, 
now is the time to prepare for it by care­
ful study, by bringing your life into con­
formity with Jehovah’s righteous require­
ments, and by prayer to Jehovah for his 
guidance. Then do not hold back, but, like 
Jesus, move ahead into greater service 
and receive Jehovah’s approval. And for 
those who have taken this step, let each 
one live up to the responsibilities that 
come with dedication to Jehovah, know­
ing that “loving-kindness belongs to you, 
O Jehovah, for you yourself pay back to 
each one according to his work.”  (Ps. 
62:12) Show to all that you have moved 
over from the old system to the new, that 
you have learned and can now teach the 
pure language of truth under the direc­
tion of Christ the King because you will­
ingly accept the responsibilities of a bap­
tized Witness.—Luke 9:59-62.
18. What should an unbaptized person do, and with 
what goal in view?

A Magazine Found in the Street
One day, in Mexico, a lady picked up a copy of The Watchtower that she found 

lying in the street. She began reading it, and what she read aroused her interest 
so much that she was moved to go to an Evangelical Temple to ask if this was 
the place where The Watchtower was distributed. They told her that it was not, 
but they mentioned that they thought it was distributed on a certain street. For 
two days this interested lady hunted up and down this street, asking everyone 
she met.

Locating the meeting place of Jehovah’s witnesses, she waited on Sunday from  
11 a.m. till the meeting time came. When the meeting began she was in the 
audience, enjoying very much the method of Bible study carried on. Arrangements 
were made for her to be given personal instruction by means of a Bible study. 
Soon what she was learning began to move her to make changes. After learning 
that Jehovah God is invisible and that making images of him is really impossible, 
she removed the images from her home. She regularly came to the meetings 
prepared to participate by commenting in the Watchtower study. She legalized 
her marriage and stirred up her husband’s interest in God’s purposes. She told 
her relatives about God’s truth, and some of them came to the meetings. All this 
because a lover of God’s truth picked up The Watchtower lying in the street.



JOY has been the continuous theme of 
my lifetime of service with Jehovah’s 

organization. My sentiments of joy are 
well expressed in song Number 101 of the 
songbook “  Singing Accompanying
Yourselves with Music in Your H earts”  
a song entitled “Our Godly Joy.” And now, 
with Jehovah’s help and spirit, I would 
like to tell you how Jehovah has given 
me godly joy.—Isa. 65:14; Phil. 4:4.

I was born in 1894 in Altenstadt bei 
Geislingen a/d Steige, now known simply 
as Geislingen an der Steige, Germany. I 
was a happy child, and my parents were 
as happy as others around them, though 
they did not live by a true Bible hope. As 
far as they could do so, they taught us 
three girls and four boys to do what is 
right and to work hard. Still, there was 
something missing in life. I did not really 
know God. We had a measure of happi­
ness, but it was not the “peace of God 
that excels all thought.” That was the 
kind of joy I wanted.—Phil. 4:7.

In the year 1913 I went to Zurich, 
Switzerland, to work for my aunt who 
operated a bakery store. A year later, 
World War I broke out. Three of my 
brothers had to go to war. That was a 
hard experience. Now I needed something 
more than a happy family upbringing to 
sustain me. I needed something that only

God can give—spiritual quali­
ties to aid me to face this era 
of death and sorrow. The reli­
gions with which I was ac­
quainted offered no real hope 
or joy. On Sundays I would 
seek out lonely places in the 
woods where I could meditate 
and pray. I did not know God 
by his name Jehovah at that 
time, but I knew he was the 
only sure source of joy. I was 
much like the Ethiopian eu­
nuch about whom the Bible 
tells us, a man who was read­

ing the Scriptures but needed guidance to 
gain right understanding. (Acts 8:30, 31) 
Jehovah knew my problem and began to 
answer my prayers.

In 1914 one of Jehovah’s witnesses 
(then known as “Bible Students” ) came 
into the store to buy bread. Little did I 
realize that she had the more important 
“bread of life” for which I longed. (John 
6:31, 35) She talked of God’s kingdom, 
and, though my aunt showed no interest, 
I listened eagerly. It was so different, so 
logical, so refreshing! I invited her into 
the kitchen.

I will always remember how patiently 
and kindly she explained that wondrous 
Bible promise: “And he will wipe out 
every tear from their eyes, and death will 
be no more, neither will mourning nor 
outcry nor pain be any more.” (Rev. 21: 
4) How could this ever take place? I in­
quired as to where I could learn more 
about such matters. She invited me to 
regular meetings of the Witnesses.

JOY THROUGH ASSEMBLY
How precious that first meeting was! 

What joy I found there! Here at the As­
sembly Hall was the real Christian fel­
lowship that I had lacked. How right the 
Bible is to advise the assembling together 
of true Christians! (Heb. 10:25) So deep-
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]y impressed was I that it has been my 
goal ever since to make meeting atten­
dance a “must” in my weekly schedule. 
Without meetings I could not possess true 
godly joy.

As one progresses to maturity, joy be­
gins to take on new depths. In those days, 
as today, meetings were truly beneficial. 
We studied such publications as The Three 
Worlds, Tabernacle Shadows, and Studies 
in the Scriptures. My godly joy increased 
to the point of cultivating the hope of one 
day being with Jehovah and his beloved 
Son in the heavenly kingdom. I dedicated 
my life to Jehovah, being baptized in to­
ken thereof.

Not long ago, when I sat in our King­
dom Hall here at Brooklyn Bethel and 
saw the film “God Cannot Lie,” my mind 
went back to the days when another film 
was popular—“Photo-Drama of Creation.” 
I wanted everyone to see and hear 
that Drama. Together with one of my 
Christian sisters I wrote the Watch Tow­
er Society to arrange for showings in 
Geislingen. Those who came were greatly 
blessed and my joy increased at seeing 
some increase of interest on the part of 
people in my hometown. Today there is 
an active congregation of seventy-five 
Witnesses in Geislingen, and even now I 
receive letters telling how older people in 
the territory still recall my earlier efforts 
among them.

Assemblies, too, have been a source of 
great joy. In 1922, for example, I attended 
one in Stuttgart, Germany, where the 
main lecture urged us to “advertise, ad­
vertise, advertise the King and his King­
dom.” Those of us who had been engaged 
in Kingdom work for many years learned 
that we were not yet “going home” to the 
heavenly kingdom to be with our Lord 
Jesus Christ. No, not yet! There was more 
work for us right here on earth.
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Joyfully I continued sharing in the 

preaching of the Kingdom, though not 
without opposition. Satan the Devil was 
busy sowing bad seed among Jehovah’s 
faithful servants. An “evil slave” class 
was beginning to be manifest. (Matt. 24: 
48-51) I knew something was going on 
in the congregation. As one of God’s 
“sheep” I wanted to be led correctly and 
avoid those having selfish designs on 
God’s flock. How happy I was when mat­
ters were clarified by J. F. Rutherford, 
the Watch Tower Society’s president, in 
a speech at the Basel assembly in 1926. 
A week later he spoke to our small group 
at Zurich, encouraging us to stick loyally 
to Jehovah’s organization. Now we knew 
what road to take. Jehovah was leading 
us toward greater joys and privileges in 
his service.

JOY OF BETHEL SERVICE
I knew that the worldwide witness work 

must be accomplished and I wanted to get 
closer to the headquarters of Jehovah’s 
earthly organization, so I decided to come 
to America. The day of departure came. 
I left behind me my dearest friends in 
Zurich and reached New York in Septem­
ber 1926. A few months later I put in my 
application for Bethel service. Today, most 
young people who qualify are called to 
Bethel in a matter of months after sub­
mitting an application. I had to wait ten 
years. That really made me wonder if it 
was Jehovah’s will. But I waited. I was 
determined to serve joyfully at what I was 
doing in the meantime.

It never occurred to me to go back to 
Switzerland. I knew that if it was Jeho­
vah’s will for me to be in Bethel service, 
I would receive the call in due time. I kept 
the matter before him in prayer, and as 
I waited there were many things for me 
to learn as a preacher of the good news 
of his kingdom.

SReWATCHTOWER



J a n u a r y  15, 1969
When a servant of Jehovah waits for 

his blessing long enough, why, when the 
blessing does come it seems that there is 
an extraordinary joy experienced. That 
was what I found. Imagine the peak of 
joy when I received that long-awaited let­
ter from Brother Rutherford inviting me 
to be a member of the Bethel family! What 
better place to be than at Bethel. I have 
come to appreciate it fully during my 
thirty-two years in this wonderful place.

At Bethel a new life began for me. I 
well knew that my part as a woman was 
to serve my God humbly and I assented 
in my heart to do anything Jehovah would 
arrange for me to do through his organi­
zation. I was assigned as a housekeeper, 
taking care of thirteen rooms. That meant 
something that a housewife ordinarily 
does not have to do—making twenty-six 
beds every morning! Also there was the 
scrubbing of floors, cleaning windows, 
dusting, washing sinks and mirrors, vacu­
uming rugs and taking care of washrooms.

On the surface this might appear to be 
plain, ordinary hard work. Not so at Beth­
el! I have learned to face each day with 
the happy thought that I am doing some­
thing for my brothers here. They would 
not appreciate coming home from a hard 
day’s work in the factory or ofiice to an 
untidy room and unmade beds. No, there 
is a sense of satisfaction in doing this 
work. Seeing things neat and clean also 
brings joy and satisfaction.

Many are the expressions of apprecia­
tion I have received from the brothers 
whose rooms it was my privilege to clean. 
A housekeeper gets a certain pleasant re­
lationship with the occupants of a room, 
even though she may not often see them. 
It was always a joy to know that people 
appreciated such services. Actually I have 
found that a housekeeper can be artistic, 
getting joy out of fixing little things in 
the room differently each week.
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However, as time goes on we get older, 

and with age come problems. I recall feel­
ing that I could not possibly keep up with 
the work. But then I had a heart-to-heart 
talk with one of the older Christian sis­
ters in our beloved family. I will never 
forget that discussion. It opened my eyes 
to other avenues of joy; for example, the 
joy of trusting in Jehovah to grant one 
strength for each new day. When young 
we tend to overlook the need for that kind 
of trust. We already have the physical 
strength. But as we get older, our need 
becomes apparent, our problems take on 
a new aspect, and this draws us more 
frequently to Jehovah in prayer. So I 
learned to pray often for strength, while 
at the same time learning how to do things 
more efficiently. After all, actors, even in 
old age, often improve on their art, even 
though their faculties are not so sharp. 
So we, in Jehovah’s service—more pre­
cious than all of the arts— can strive for 
efficiency even in old age.

JOY IN SINGLENESS AND OLD AGE
Looking back on my years of Bethel 

service, I am thankful for the valuable 
training received here. The combination 
of so many different personalities, all de­
voted to Jehovah and all assembled in 
one place with their imperfections, their 
varied habits and interesting customs, 
surely provides a grand field for training. 
In every aspect of life I have learned that 
I am not so good as I once thought I was. 
Bethel has taught me to be humble—that 
quality so precious in God’s sight. (Jas. 
4:6; 1 Pet. 3:4) I have been able to 
develop patience, endurance, peace and 
gratefulness. Situations have arisen that 
aid one to measure one’s humility and 
willingness to share with others. It is my 
prayer that Jehovah will continue to mold 
me as a vessel fit for honorable use in 
his house.
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Then there is the blessing of singleness. 

I have chosen to lead a single life in my 
service to Jehovah. Do I ever get lonely? 
Not at all. Really, my moments alone are 
among some of the most precious. I can 
commune with Jehovah in prayer. I can 
enjoy meditation and personal study with­
out distraction. And whenever there is a 
need for companionship, all I have to do 
is visit some friend’s room, sit in the 
beautiful Bethel garden, or go to the 
lounge, where one can often enjoy hearing 
someone play the piano. Singleness has 
contributed not a little to my joy.

Bethel service, too, includes assignments 
with one of the local congregations. All 
members of the Bethel family have the 
privilege of preaching from house to 
house, making return visits on interested 
persons, and conducting Bible studies with 
people who hunger and thirst for righ­
teousness—all this in cooperation with 
one or another of the 187 congregations 
in the New York area. When I first came 
here there was only one congregation in 
Brooklyn. How joy-inspiring it has been 
to witness the marvelous growth! Surely 
it is the Lord’s doing!

I have also witnessed the construction 
of two new Bethel homes and three new 
factories for producing Bibles and Bible 
literature. Even as I write, another Bethel 
home takes shape just across the street. 
What wonderful evidence of Jehovah’s 
prospering hand with his devoted people! 
I have seen all this. What more could one 
ask?

It has been a pleasure to learn of the 
phenomenal growth of Kingdom interests
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in the land of my youth also. Among the 
multitudes in Germany who have listened 
to the Kingdom message and thrown in 
their lot with God’s worshipers is the son 
of that aunt of mine in Zurich. He and 
his whole family are now Witnesses, to 
my great joy.

I am now seventy-four years of age. 
Considering all things, I am in fair physi­
cal condition. Looking back over the three 
decades and more of Bethel service, I am 
constrained to praise Jehovah for all he 
has given me, and above all for the joy. 
I still do some housework along with oth­
er lighter duties in the Bethel home. I 
have no regrets. I have been privileged to 
receive divine education here. I have wit­
nessed Jehovah’s manifest blessing upon 
his people in these “ last days.”  To me it 
is marvelous, satisfying, joy-inspiring. 
Life has been anything but monotonous. 
It has been filled with good things. I have 
learned to renew my strength through 
trust in Jehovah. I thrill at the new music 
we have, the new literature, the sharper 
discernment of Jehovah’s purposes. My 
heart is strong and joyful.

Upon Jehovah’s people world wide I 
have seen the fulfillment of his grand 
promise: “Look! My own servants will re­
joice, . . . My own servants will cry out 
joyfully because of the good condition of 
the heart.” (Isa. 65:13, 14) With strong 
confidence in Jehovah, then, I am continu­
ing right on down to the close of my earth­
ly ministry, trusting in him to aid me to 
retain, cultivate and improve my godly 
joy!

S&eWATCHTOWER.

JL



ff/H T ’HIS is what I’ve wanted since I 
J_ was a little girl,”  said the pro­

spective bride in Florida about her wed­
ding.

She was thrilled over what was 
planned, including her costly lace-and- 
pearl gown, with its thirty-foot train. 
The traditional wedding music would 
flow from a ten-piece orchestra as she 
made her entrance. And what an en­
trance it would be! Emerging from 
an artificial “cloud” emitted by a 
hidden device, she would descend a 
twenty-one-step staircase. Down she 
would come, between gilded cages of 
doves, to her waiting bridegroom.

Following the ceremony, the re­
ception or wedding feast would in­
clude champagne and an eight-foot- 
tall wedding cake. When the bride 
began to cut the cake two lovebirds 
would be released to flutter through 
the ballroom. How did the prospec­
tive bridegroom react to all this? Un­
nerved by the extravagant plans for 
the $25,000 affair, he fled the scene 
nine hours before the wedding!*

You probably have never seen a wed­
ding as lavish as that one. Yet you likely 
know that weddings and associated events 
range from modest to mammoth, from 
simple to sumptuous, from God-honoring 
to godless.

How, then, is a Christian who loves 
God and desires to be guided by the prin­
ciples of his Word to decide what to ar­
range for his own wedding? Where does 
he draw the line? Complicating matters 
further, one author observed: “No social

Just what is a reasonable Christian wed­
ding?!

CHRISTIAN REASONABLENESS
True Christians know that when they 

marry, the ceremony must fulfill the re­
quirements of the secular law, whether 
that be in a religious service or a civil one 
such as at a courthouse or registration 
office. (Luke 20:25) Throughout the earth 
Jehovah’s witnesses recognize this and so 
fulfill local requirements. Yet questions 
remain as to certain customs followed at 
the wedding ceremony. Just what should 
Christians do?

custom is as deeply rooted in tradition 
and bound by convention as a wedding.” 
Should the Christian try to follow all the 
traditions, some of them, or none of them?

A key quality needed to gain the prop­
er view of this subject is reasonableness. 
This is something that Christians should 
display in all their activities, but it is es-

-------  t Social events connected with marriage, such as the
* Saturday Evening Post, August 13, 1966, p. 29. wedding feast, will be considered at a later occasion.
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pecially needed in connection with social 
functions involving so many people and 
traditions. Under inspiration the apostle 
Paul wrote fine counsel to Christians in 
his day, and remember, they also got mar­
ried and had wedding celebrations. He 
counseled: “Let your reasonableness be­
come known to all men.” (Phil. 4:5) Em­
phasizing this, the disciple James said that 
wisdom from Jehovah is “ reasonable.” 
—Jas. 3:17.

Christians who are spiritually mature 
and who appreciate the importance of ap­
plying Scriptural principles evidence this 
by manifesting reasonableness. Without 
needing a long list of specific rules, they 
exercise care that the spiritual aspects of 
the wedding are not overshadowed by 
mere ceremonial matters.

However, not too long ago a wedding 
in Brazil turned out to be an extremely 
elaborate affair in view of the financial 
means of those being married, and un­
usually opulent for the modest Kingdom 
Hall where the Bible talk was given. For 
many there, the excessiveness of the ar­
rangements, the luxurious gown, the abun­
dance of bridesmaids and attendants and 
other details, drew so much attention that 
those things eclipsed the fine counsel be­
ing offered from the Scriptures. Truly, 
when reasonableness is lost, other things 
are lost by many persons, including the 
bride and groom.

MARRIAGE CUSTOMS
Since there are so many traditional 

practices, should a Christian try to avoid 
all the wedding customs of his area? Not 
necessarily. He can be selective. Some­
times marriage customs have a practical 
basis, such as marrying on the day when 
most people are off from secular work, or 
in the cooler part of the day, after “siesta.” 
Or a tradition may be a touch of local 
color; one would hardly expect that per-
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sons in their hometown in Korea would 
dress as do natives of Lebanon, Finland or 
Fiji.

Of course, some customs are unscrip- 
tural and so they are objectionable to 
Christians. In many lands odd customs 
are followed so that the bride and groom 
or their guests will have “ good luck.” Je­
hovah’s witnesses do not worship the god 
of Good Luck. (Isa. 65:11) Nor do they 
follow traditions that would lead observ­
ers to think that they do. Other customs 
are plainly acts of false worship. So one 
planning a wedding does well to examine 
practices common in his area and analyze 
how people view them locally. If it is ac­
knowledged that a custom is connected 
with false religion or “good luck,” then 
the Christian will shun it.—2 Cor. 6: 
14-18.

Other traditions are unreasonable or un­
loving. In many lands it is common to 
throw rice at the bride and groom. What 
is the point of the custom? “Some peoples 
believe the rice is food to keep evil influ­
ences away from the bride and groom. 
Some say it assures the couple fertility.” 
(Science News Letter, June 8, 1963, p. 
357) This illustrates that there are often 
a number of opinions as to the origin of 
a certain custom. But whatever the back­
ground of this one, do Christians normal­
ly take food and throw it at their friends, 
dirtying up the street in the process? Also, 
consider the matter of loving your neigh­
bor as yourself. Would Christian love move 
one to play “practical jokes” to the em­
barrassment of a bride and groom? Jesus 
said: “Just as you want men to do to you, 
do the same way to them.”—Luke 6:31; 
10:27.

Then there is the tradition of the wed­
ding ring. A study of the subject would 
likely leave you confused as to the origin 
and meaning of the wedding ring; the 
claims are many, the facts muddled.
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Even if the Bible does not directly men­
tion wedding rings, it is plain that Jeho­
vah’s servants could wear rings. (Job 42: 
11, 12; Luke 15:22) But what if people 
in one’s land believe that a wedding ring 
symbolizes a couple’s unbroken faith, love 
and devotion? Christians do not attach 
any symbolic meaning to a wedding ring, 
even though they cultivate these qualities 
in marriage, and even if many in the 
world are hypocritical in claiming to mani­
fest such. A wedding ring ensures nothing. 
It merely serves public notice of married 
estate. It is not improper for a Christian 
to give evidence of his or her married 
status by wearing a wedding ring, be it 
on the right hand, as in Germany, or on 
the left. Yet this is not a necessity where 
it is not a legal requirement. So the cou­
ple can decide what to do in accord with 
their financial situation and personal 
preferences.

Hence, in regard to wedding customs 
one can be selective, asking oneself: What 
is the significance of the custom in this 
locality at present? Will it offend others? 
Is it loving? Is it reasonable?

WEDDING APPAREL
One decision that the couple will have 

to make before the wedding is what to 
wear. One’s wedding is a special occasion, 
so attention is ordinarily given to looking 
joyful and attractive. Yet this does not 
mean that one must wear a certain type 
of gown or suit. One does well to consider 
local styles, expense and personal tastes.

In Bible times the bride and groom of­
ten wore very fine garments. (Ps. 45:13, 
14; Jer. 2:32) Even the holy city, New 
Jerusalem, is described as “prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband.” (Rev. 21: 
2) Thus elegant marriage costumes are 
not unscriptural. Yet, they are not neces­
sary for a happy wedding. Spiritual ap­
parel is more important.— 1 Pet. 3:3, 4.
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If an engaged couple wanted to pur­

chase a special gown, for example, and the 
circumstances allowed for that, it would 
be for them to decide. Would it be reason­
able, though, to buy such an expensive 
costume as to cause a financial burden 
for themselves or others? One Christian 
in northern Europe relinquished the trea­
sure of serving as a special full-time min­
ister to do secular work so as to get a 
fancy wedding dress. Which do you believe 
would have been of more lasting value to 
her? And what about those in the bridal 
party, if there is one? Will they feel ob­
ligated to buy expensive clothing because 
of the richness of the bride’s dress?

The matter of apparel can be handled 
in various ways. While many have bought 
or rented “wedding” garments, some 
brides have enjoyed using the gown of a 
dear friend or relative. Others have re­
ceived great satisfaction from making 
their own bridal outfit, possibly in that 
way being able to have a garment that 
could be used on other occasions in the 
future.—Prov. 31:13, 22.

And it is perfectly proper for a couple 
to wed in their most attractive regular 
clothing, having it neat and clean for the 
occasion. Some have done this so as to be 
able to use the money saved to help them 
to enter the pioneer ministry or to con­
tinue in it. Others who might be in posi­
tion to have an elaborate wedding may 
personally desire to have a “quiet wed­
ding” because of the criticalness of the 
times, “keeping close in mind the presence 
of the day of Jehovah.”—2 Pet. 3:12.

While well-intentioned friends and rela­
tives may have ideas as to how they would 
arrange the wedding, and some of the sug­
gestions based on experience can be help­
ful, the couple getting married should let 
their wedding reflect their own prefer­
ences and plans for the future. And if 
there are small differences in ideas, the
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bride and groom can resolve them in a 
loving way. That should be the case with 
matters after the wedding, both recogniz­
ing God’s arrangement of headship in the 
family. So this would be an opportunity 
for them to show their ability to work 
together in love and according to godly 
principles.—Eph. 5:22-33.

‘But what about wearing white, and 
having a veil?’ some have wondered. As 
with other traditions, ideas about the 
meaning of these vary greatly. To some 
in Germany, a white gown signifies vir­
ginity. Others there believe that it pre­
vents evil spirits from recognizing the 
bride. In Japan some view the white gown 
as a symbol of mourning; the bride ‘dies’ 
to her parents and remains with her hus­
band until death. However, to many per­
sons throughout the earth, the white dress 
is simply a quaint tradition with no par­
ticular meaning. A Christian bride need 
not think that a white gown is essential, 
nor that it is universally forbidden.

A veil may be viewed similarly. The 
Scriptures do not disapprove of a wom­
an’s wearing a head covering in the pres­
ence of her husband-to-be. (Gen. 24:63- 
67) So there is no objection to wearing 
a bridal veil as an attractive article of 
clothing. However, if there is considerable 
local feeling as to a false religious or su­
perstitious significance of a bridal veil, the 
couple should consider that.

There is no need to discuss other ex­
amples involving wedding garments. The 
point to keep in mind about wedding ap­
parel, whether it be luxurious or simple, 
is that it is not the most important thing! 
It should not be allowed to be a source of 
stumbling or unhappiness. (1 Cor. 8:13) 
It will soon dim in one’s memory, but the 
happiness of a reasonable Christian wed­
ding will endure as husband and wife ap­
ply the Scriptural counsel received.

Brooklyn, N .Y.
THE CEREMONY ITSELF

This mature emphasizing of the reward­
ing spiritual aspects of the wedding ap­
plies especially to the ceremony itself. 
There is no special form of ceremony nec­
essary, beyond what the law of the land 
might require. So most details can be 
worked out on a personal basis. This in­
cludes questions such as whether the wed­
ding party will enter the hall in a certain 
way, whether anyone will “give away” 
the bride, whether there will be a brides­
maid and friend of the groom (“best 
man” ) or others sharing in the ceremony, 
and other such matters that are actually 
just minor technicalities. (Ps. 45:14; John 
3:29) If any one of them would, if added, 
rob the occasion of its proper joy, why 
include it?

Before a wedding takes place at a King­
dom Hall of Jehovah’s witnesses, the 
Christian couple should have the approved 
of the ministers responsible for the hall 
as to the arrangements. These mature men 
do not desire to impose their personal 
tastes on the wedding. But they are con­
cerned that nothing be done in connection 
with the Kingdom Hall that would inter­
fere with the meetings held there or that 
would stumble or disturb those in the con­
gregation or community. They keep in 
mind the counsel: “Make sure of the more 
important things, so that you may be flaw­
less and not be stumbling others.”—Phil. 
1:10; Ps. 133:1.

But this should create no difficulty, since 
the Christian couple getting married en­
deavor to apply that same Bible counsel. 
For instance, the bride and groom can 
show their principled love and considera­
tion for those attending the wedding by 
setting a time for the ceremony and then 
striving to be on time. This punctuality, 
as recommended in Jesus’ illustration of 
the ten virgins (Matt. 25:10-12), will mark 
the Christian wedding as different from
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many in the world, where disregard for 
others and idolizing of womanhood are 
often displayed by the bride’s purposely 
being late.

If this is the first time worldly relatives 
of the couple attend the Kingdom Hall, 
they may well be impressed by such dif­
ferences. They may note that if music is 
used it is based on Scriptural themes, tak­
en from the songbook used by Jehovah’s 
witnesses, and not the traditional marches 
involving secular music. And especially 
should they be impressed by the benefi­
cial marriage talk based on God’s inspired 
Word.

Yes, Jehovah’s witnesses are willing to 
be different from the world in many

avenues of life, so they do not feel com­
pelled to study books outlining how wed­
dings “must” be performed. They realize 
that the worldly weddings described often 
turn out to be extravaganzas, prestigious 
affairs that leave those involved exhaust­
ed, disappointed and debt-ridden. And at 
such a wedding so much time and attention 
are taken up by material things and for­
malities that the deep spiritual signifi­
cance of the wedding is lost. In contrast, 
at weddings, as elsewhere, mature Chris­
tians manifest the balance and reasonable­
ness they obtain from studying God’s 
Word by being moderate, thoughtful and 
loving. Thus, they let their “reasonable­
ness become known to all men.”—Phil. 4:5.

YOUR VACATION IN 1969

W HAT are your plans for vacation 
in 1969? Are you heading for the 

mountains, or will you be lured by the 
sound and the scent of the sea? Perhaps 
you are toying with the idea of taking to 
the open road and camping in a park or a 
forest. You may even be attracted by the 
color and gaiety of island resorts. There 
surely is a variety to choose from. But you 
do want to return from your annual holi­
day with a real sense of satisfaction from 
having used the time beneficially.

So why not, right from the start, build 
your vacation around something solid, 
something pleasurable, something truly 
upbuilding? The core of your vacation 
plans could be attendance at one of the 
conventions of Jehovah’s witnesses that 
will be held this year in cities around the 
world. With a little forethought you could 
arrange to travel in easy stages to the 
convention city of your choice. En route 
you could enjoy some camping or other 
outdoor pleasures. On the way home, too,

there could be more scenic delights or 
restful interludes, whatever you may feel 
to be the need.

Particularly if you plan to vacation as 
a family will you find this a delightful 
way to arrange a holiday. It will provide 
a refreshing change. At the convention 
you can enjoy a program of good, whole­
some Bible discussion, interspersed with 
realistic Bible dramas—dramas that ap­
ply the Bible’s fine counsel to the prob­
lems and relationships of today. Last year, 
for example, the prophetic Bible drama 
of Jephthah was thrillingly enacted. But 
more than that—its significance for our 
day was made clear for all.

At such gatherings it is so interesting 
to enjoy the inexpensive meals served in 
the Witness-manned cafeterias. Here there 
is opportunity to chat informally with 
other likable, warm-hearted persons—be­
coming like old friends in an astonishing­
ly short time. In fact, you might easily 
get to speak with missionaries from South
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America, native Witnesses from African 
lands, visiting delegates from the ends of 
the earth. Those who attended assemblies 
in Central America in December 1966 
were thrilled to meet colorfully garbed In­
dians from the mountains who had trav­
eled long distances to enjoy the conven­
tion program.

Visiting a strange city with your family 
should occasion little worry when you 
know that you will be among thousands 
of families of Jehovah’s witnesses. Many 
of these Witnesses have a great deal of 
travel experience and are glad to assist 
you in finding your way around. If you 
attend an assembly in New York, London, 
Paris, Copenhagen or Tokyo, you will en­
joy visiting the Bethel home and printing 
plant of the Watch Tower Society there. 
Time can be set aside, too, to see some 
of the other interesting landmarks. Wher­
ever you go, there is much to see that will 
broaden your outlook and impress more 
deeply things you have already learned 
from reading.

At these assemblies young people as well 
as older ones are always well represented. 
No matter what the age of your children, 
there will be many of the same age at 
the assembly. One first-time visitor to an 
assembly of Jehovah’s witnesses in Otta­
wa, Canada, remarked: “The thing that 
surprised me most was the age of the 
delegates. My estimate is that fully 80 
percent of them were under 40 years of 
age. It is safe to say that over half of 
them were in their twenties and under.” 
And here is an editorial expression from 
La Presse, Montreal, of August 7, 1968: 
“Another useful contribution of Jehovah’s 
witnesses is the accent the group places 
on family unity, respect for the authority 
of the family head and participation by 
adolescents in common endeavours.”

B r o o k l y n , N .Y .

PEOPLE WANT TO COME AGAIN
The happiness and the spiritual tonic 

experienced at these conventions are very 
real. For example, at one of last year’s 
assemblies in Norway, a woman who had 
studied theology, and who attended for 
the first time, explained to the Witness 
who had invited her: “Today I sent two 
express telegrams to my son telling him, 
‘If you want to experience heaven on 
earth, take the first plane and come here. 
I’ll pay for the ticket.’ I have never sent 
an express telegram before in all my life, 
but today I have sent two! I’m sure my 
folks are wondering what is the matter 
with me.”

Yes, a vacation that includes atten­
dance at the sessions of one of these con­
ventions dispenses with the element of 
aimlessness that often robs one of real 
joy. On the way to the convention city 
there is the expectation of good things 
ahead, while on the way home there is so 
much to recall and talk about with 
pleasure!

It may well be that your vacation plans 
look beyond the confines of your own 
homeland. If so, you may be able to at­
tend one of the conventions that are be­
ing arranged for Europe, the Far East or 
the Americas. Or perhaps your first trip 
to Hawaii could coincide with the conven­
tion scheduled for there during 1969.

Witnesses in all parts of the world plan 
and prepare to attend assemblies months 
in advance, sometimes a year and even 
longer. Do you wonder why? Why, for 
example, did two girls pedal their bicycles 
540 miles from Denmark to Stockholm, 
Sweden, in 1963? And why did a young 
Spanish Witness, paralyzed from the chest 
down, determine to travel the hundreds of 
miles to attend an assembly in Milan, Ita­
ly? It was mainly to enjoy the uplifting 
association of other Witnesses and gain 
the spiritual refreshment from the as-
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sembly programs. They had attended oth­
er assemblies. They knew what to expect.

You, too, will by no means suffer dis­
appointment. You will be welcome, you 
and your family. And consider with what 
added appreciation you will view the 
scenic wonders that are the handiwork of 
the Grand Creator, after hearing discussed 
his wonderful provisions for the happy
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future of obedient humans! Is it not a 
fact that after such a practical and up­
building vacation one would be able to 
resume one’s regular responsibilities with 
renewed zest and a hopeful outlook? It is 
indeed so!

By all means, then, plan to attend a 
convention of Jehovah’s witnesses during 
your vacation in 1969.
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International Conventions Planned for 1969
July 6-13: A tlanta Stadium , A tlanta, Ga., 

U.S.A.; Cleveland Municipal Stadium, Cleve­
land, Ohio, U.S.A. (tentative).

July 7-13: Yankee Stadium, New York, N.Y., 
U.S.A. (includes Spanish).

July 13-20: Empire Stadium, Vancouver, B.C., 
Canada; Fairgrounds Grandstand, Pomona, 
Calif., U.S.A. (Spanish).

July 14-20: Dodger Stadium , Los Angeles, 
Calif., U.S.A.

July 21-27: W hite Sox Park, Chicago, 111., 
U.S.A. (includes Spanish); Municipal Stadium, 
Kansas City, Mo. (tentative).

July 29-Aug. 3: Wembley Stadium, London, 
England.

Aug. 5-10: Colombes Stadium, Paris, France; 
Sports Park, Copenhagen, Denmark.

Aug. 10-17: Zeppelinwiese, Nurem berg, Ger­
many; Palazzo dello Sport, Rome, Italy.

•  What did the apostle Paul mean when he 
wrote, at 1 Timothy 2:15, that women would 
“be kept safe through childbearing” ?— B. G., 
Chile.

Under inspiration Paul was discussing the 
proper attitudes and activities for women. One 
worthwhile and protective function for Chris­
tian wives is caring for their children. Paul 
wrote: “She will be kept safe through child­
bearing, provided they continue in faith and 
love and sanctification along with soundness 
of mind.”— 1 Tim. 2:15.

The Bible translation by R. A. Knox renders

Aug. 13-17: Palazzo dei Congressi, Rome, 
Italy (Greek, Spanish).

Oct. 12-16: Changchoong Gymnasium, Seoul, 
Korea.

Oct. 14-19: Tokyo, Japan.
Oct. 18-21: Taipei, Taiwan; City Hall Theater, 

Hong Kong, China.
Oct. 22-26: Rizal Memorial Stadium, Manila, 

Philippine Republic.
Oct. 24-26: Port Moresby, Papua.
Oct. 26-31: Melbourne Showgrounds, Melbourne, 

Australia.
Nov. 4-9: Auckland Trotting Club, Auckland, 

New Zealand.
Nov. 9-12: Town Hall, Suva, Fiji; Papeete, 

Tahiti.
Nov. 11-16: Honolulu International Center 

(Arena), Honolulu, Hawaii.
Dec. 24-28: Mexico Arena, Mexico City, Mexico.

this verse in a way that allows for the idea 
that childbearing itself will result in eternal 
salvation for a woman. But that cannot be 
the thought. Many other texts show that to 
be saved eternally men and women alike must 
believe on the Lord Jesus, have accurate knowl­
edge and exercise faith.— Acts 16:30, 31; John 
17:3; Rom. 10:10.

Other translations give the impression that 
this is a promise that God would preserve all 
his female servants alive through the expe­
rience of childbearing. (Moffatt, New American 
Standard Bible) Yet that had not been so in 
every case up till then, and it has not been 
true since then. (Gen. 35:16-18) Believers and 
nonbelievers have survived childbirth, and 
believers and nonbelievers have died in child­
birth. So it does not mean being kept safe all 
throughout the course of childbirth. Rather, 
it means that by means of childbearing and 
caring for the responsibilities that go with it 
they will be kept safe, provided they also
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manifest faith, love and soundness of mind.

As mentioned, Paul was discussing the proper 
frame of mind and duties for women. In the 
congregation their attitude should be one of 
submissiveness, recognizing that they are not 
to try to exercise authority over adult males. 
Exemplifying the difficulties that can result 
when a woman does not recognize her position, 
the apostle cites Eve’s case. She ran ahead of 
Adam, was deceived and came to be in trans­
gression.— 1 Tim. 2:11-14.

Later in this same letter Paul cautioned 
Christian women about their activities. Some 
of the younger widows were “unoccupied, gad­
ding about to the houses; yes, not only un­
occupied, but also gossipers and meddlers in 
other people’s affairs, talking of things they 
ought not.” These activities could lead to all 
sorts of trouble, including getting involved in 
giving advice and making decisions on matters 
that were properly the responsibilities of hus­
bands or appointed servants in the congre­
gation. How could those younger widows be 
kept safe from such dangers? Paul said that
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one way was “to marry, to bear children, to 
manage a household.”— 1 Tim. 5:11-15.

Hence, when he wrote that women would be 
“kept safe through childbearing,” he meant 
that they should be occupied with worthwhile 
activities. By managing a household and giving 
of themselves in training their children, which 
are valuable roles for which women have 
marvelous God-given abilities, they would prob­
ably be kept safe and out of the snares that 
trap untheocratic women. And these duties 
would nicely complement their activities in 
God’s service, helping them to “continue in faith 
and love and sanctification.”

Women who are not married or who do not 
have children, as well as Christian men, can 
learn from the principle of this inspired ad­
monition: W e all need to be on guard to see 
that we are profitably occupied. God’s Word 
advises each of us: “Keep strict watch that 
how you walk is not as unwise but as wise 
persons, buying out the opportune time for 
yourselves, because the days are wicked.”— Eph. 
5:15,16.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

FIELD MINISTRY
Time really means life. And Christians value 

their lives. So they want to walk wisely, buying 
out the time for serving God during these 
wicked days. (Eph. 5:15, 16) By observing

world events, they know that the end of this 
system of things rapidly approaches. Hence 
now they have an opportunity never to be 
afforded again. How, then, can one buy out 
time to do God’s will? By taking advantage 
of Christian privileges at the expense of other 
things. Jehovah’s witnesses do that by making 
time in their busy schedules to direct others 
to God’s kingdom, that they might walk wisely 
in these wicked days. During January these 
Christian witnesses will be offering to inter­
ested persons this Bible magazine, which an­
nounces Jehovah’s kingdom. A  year’s subscrip­
tion for The Watchtower, along with three 
Bible booklets, will be offered for $1.

“ WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS 
February 9: The Faith That Pleases God.

Page 40. Songs to Be Used: 33, 17. 
February 16: Are You Ready for the Responsi­

bilities of a Baptized Witness? Page 46. 
Songs to Be Used: 108, 94.


