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wide-awake person with sharp vision. It enables him to see far ahead into 
the distance and tell those below for whom he is a watchman w hat is 
drawing near, whether it is a danger against which to prepare or it is 
something good over which to be glad with strong faith and hope.

Because of having the name ״ The W atchtow er״  this magazinejustly 
has to render a similar useful service to the people of all nations. This is 
an international magazine and makes no racial distinctions, for we are all 
facing a common world danger; we are all hoping for a common good.

Ever since ״The Watchtower״ began to be published in July of 1879 it 
has looked ahead into the future, always striving to aid its readers to ad- 
vance in knowledge and to gain a clearer picture of the glorious new order 
of things that is in store for righteous mankind. No, ״The Watchtower״ 
is no inspired prophet, but it follows and explains a Book of prophecy the 
predictions in which have proved to be unerring and unfailing till now. 
 is therefore under safe guidance. It may be read with ״The Watchtower״
confidence, for its statements may be checked against that prophetic Book.

Among the many nations of today there are hundreds of differing 
religions. Which one does this magazine present? Not the confused religions 
of Christendom, but the religion of the oldest sacred Book on earth. Which 
Book? The Sacred Bible of the Holy Scriptures, written by inspiration in 
the name of the Creator of heaven and earth, the only living and true God.

The sacred, nonpolitical purpose of ״ The W atchtow er” is accordingly 
to encourage and promote study of the Holy Bible and to give our many 
readers the needed unsectarian help to understand that Book of true 
religion and infallible prophecy. Thus this magazine will be helping them 
to prove w orthy of perfect life and happiness in God’s promised new order 
under His everlasting kingdom of righteousness.
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DON’T PUT IT OFF;
To avoid failing in this regard, we need 

to recognize that the complexities of 
modern-day living make our forgetting a 
good intention an easy course to follow. 
Matters do come up unexpectedly, some of 
which demand our immediate attention. 
However, by not letting small matters 
dictate our course of action, we will more 
likely fulfill our good intentions, much 
to the joy of our loved ones and ourselves.

The Holy Bible offers wise counsel on 
this matter. It says: “Always pursue what 
is good toward one another and to all 
others.” (1 Thess. 5:15) Notice that there 
is a need to pursue the doing of good, at 
all times making it our aim. Such counsel 
is given because humans tend to let other 
things crowd out this most desirable qual- 
ity. Yes, we need to guard against the hab- 
it of postponing the doing of good to our 
loved ones and friends.

Further, procrastination or the putting 
off of matters for another time is nour- 
ished by the tendency to take things for 
granted. How is this? Well, let us say 
that a married couple has been planning 
for some time to have their aged parents 
over for dinner. However, something is 
always coming up that causes them to 
keep postponing it. Are they not taking 
for granted that they and their aged par- 
ents will be here next week or next month?

J i

m

AVE w e 
n o t a l l ,  

at one time or 
an oth er, m ade 
personal resolves 
to do something 
nice for someone 
w e l o v e  v e r y  
d e a r l y ?  W e  
promise ourselves that we are going to 
express our love and appreciation for that 
person, be it a friend, a marriage mate or 
our parents. We may plan to express our 
sentiments by means of a gift, a note, a 
verbal expression or some kind gesture. 
Yes, we want our loved one to know how 
much he means to us, how much we ap- 
predate what he has done or is doing for 
us.

Such personal resolves are noble, for 
they reflect an unselfish frame of mind. 
However, it is one thing to make a per- 
sonal resolve to do something and quite 
another to carry it out. This is because we 
may let other things cause us to keep put- 
ting it off. Unless we promptly carry it 
out while the desire is burning brightly 
in our hearts, we may find that we will 
be continually postponing it. This usually 
leads to our forgetting about our good in- 
tention or giving up the whole idea.
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of what could have been but was not. 
While it is too late to do anything to cor- 
rect the matter now, such ones can learn 
from their experience. Yes, they can make 
changes, resolving never to let it happen 
again. Rather than torment themselves 
over the past unfulfilled resolves, they can 
positively take advantage of the oppor- 
tunities they now have to do good to their 
living loved ones. The lessons here apply 
to all of us. We should do the good that 
we plan to do now while we have the op- 
portunity. True, there is the hope of the 
resurrection, but we do not have to wait 
until then.

One daughter wisely responded quickly 
to her noble desire, and she wrote to her 
parents, saying: “Dear Mom and Dad. The 
Watchtower study yesterday was good. It 
caused me to reflect once again on my 
childhood and to give thanks to Jehovah 
for such wonderful parents who brought 
me up in the discipline and authoritative 
advice of Jehovah. Thank you both so 
very much. I appreciate it more and more 
as I grow older.” What joy that brought 
to her parents! How loving and wise not to 
hold back from telling your dear parents 
the deep appreciation you have for what 
they have done for you! Why not let them  
know now how much you appreciate their 
love, devotion and sacrifices for you?

Not only for our own good but for our 
own self-respect we need to overcome the 
tendency to put off doing things, espe- 
daily that which is beneficial and good. 
We will be encouraged to do this if we 
keep in mind what God’s Word says 
about this. “Do not hold back good from 
those to whom it is owing, when it hap- 
pens to be in the power of your hand to 
do it.” (Prov. 3:27) Have you resolved to 
do something kind for someone? Do not 
put it off; do it now!
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Surely, and what does the Bible say about 
this? “You do not know what your life will 
be tomorrow. For you are a mist appear- 
ing for a little while and then disappear- 
ing.” (Jas. 4:14) How true that is! None 
of us knows what the next day will give 
birth to, let alone the next week.—Prov. 
27:1.

Husbands and wives also need to guard 
against the complacent feeling of taking 
each other for granted. Take advantage of 
the numerous opportunities to do thought- 
ful little things for your closest companion 
in life. Do not get into the habit of delay- 
ing the doing of good that you plan for 
that one. One husband was left to care for 
two children when his wife suddenly died. 
He confessed that he took her for granted 
and now he wants so much to have the 
opportunity to tell her how much she 
meant to him and how good she was. What 
a lesson we can draw from his experience! 
In view of the transient nature of life, we 
should do now what we resolve in our 
hearts and not put it off.

To avoid putting off what we plan, we 
also need to guard against hobbling our- 
selves with the idea that we must make an 
elaborate gesture to express our senti- 
ments. This, too, contributes toward post- 
poning the fulfillment of our loving 
desires. Yes, planning to make it extraordi- 
nary may defeat our purpose. How? When 
little things come up that do not require 
much to accomplish, we will find ourselves 
tackling these and postponing the more 
complicated resolve.

Today there are many persons who are 
plagued with remorse and regret. Among 
them are those who never appreciated 
what they had until they lost it. Others 
kept putting off carrying out their noble 
intentions so long that suddenly death 
took away the object of their planned at- 
tention. They are haunted by memories

WATCHTOWER.



WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?
“The arrests were at the 

request of the Coptic Patri- 
archate,” the London paper 
reported. Yes, the churches 
of Christendom are particu- 
laxly responsible. They have 
maliciously m isrepresented  
Jehovah’s witnesses, and have 
long urged that official action 
be taken against them. As far 
back as March 17, 1955, the 
New York Daily News report- 
ed: “Roman C atholic and 
Greek Orthodox bishops to- 
day urged the Egyptian gov- 
emment to close down the 
Cairo branch of the American 
Watch Tower Bible and Tract 
Society on grounds that it is 
spreading Zionist propagan- 
da.”

Finally, the government did 
this, officially banning Jeho- 
vah’s witnesses in the Unit- 

ed Arab Republic on June 2, 1960. And 
what was the response of the churches? 
Note the answer given in the Arab weekly 
magazine Sabbah El-K of April 6, 
1967:

“The opinion of the Egyptian Church 
was given right after the decree of ban- 
ning of Jehovah’s witnesses. It says: ‘We 
congratulate the Minister of Social Af- 
fairs . . . and those government officials 
who stayed alert and suppressed this So- 
ciety who are enemies of religion and who 
cause division and support Zionism. And 
we hope that they will pursue the rest of 
this Society into their holes and secret 
meeting places to put them out of exis- 
tence forever.’ ”

The following week the Arab magazine 
Al-Mussawer interviewed Coptic priest 
Ibrahim Gabra, who was instrumental in 
having Jehovah’s witnesses banned eight 
years ago. He explained: “The High Court

THE London Daily Telegraph of 
April 14, 1967, reported: “Scores of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses have been rounded 

up and are being held in gaol [jail] pending 
trial or deportation, it was announced in 
Cairo today. The arrests were at the re- 
quest of the Coptic Patriarchate. . . .  A 
Cairo weekly published a photograph of 
25 of those arrested including nine chil- 
dren, four of whom are under three.” 

Thus, religious persecution flared again 
last spring in the United Arab Republic 
(previously called Egypt), and it still con- 
tinues. Ceaseless harassment, loss of em- 
ployment, arrests, confiscation of property, 
savage beatings, deportations, imprison- 
ment in concentration camps—this is what 
sincere Christian families have experi- 
enced in this country during the past year. 
Mighty flames of persecution have been lit 
and continue to be fanned by malicious 
misrepresentation.
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heaped upon Jehovah’s witnesses due to 
this wicked misrepresentation. They were 
closely watched by the secret police. Occa- 
sionally some were arrested, held for a 
few days, beaten, and released.

But then, during the fall and winter of 
1966-1967, the pressures noticeably in- 
creased. In Alexandria alone, some forty 
Witnesses were summoned by officials and 
given warning to cease meeting together 
for Bible study and to stop speaking to 
others about the Scriptures. If they per- 
sisted, the officials threatened, they would 
be arrested and thrown into a concentra- 
tion camp.

SEVERE PERSECUTION FLARES
On March 25, 1967, fifteen persons 

gathered in a private home in Cairo to cel- 
ebrate the Memorial of Jesus Christ’s 
death. Suddenly four secret policemen and 
an officer belonging to the Cairo Investi- 
gations Department entered and ordered 
everyone to remain in his place. The house 
was searched and Bible literature was con- 
fiscated. Then all, except two younger 
children, were arrested and taken to the 
police station.

Through all of this the W itnesses re- 
mained calm. They knew that they were 
doing the right thing by meeting in obe- 
dience to Christ’s command to celebrate 
his death. (Luke 22:19) Al-Mussawer of 
April 14, 1967, observed: “The victims 
have a firmness of nerves that surpasses all 
description. When the agents of the fight 
against Zionism raided their last meeting, 
the night of the Jewish Passover, none of 
them was afraid.”

Down at the police station the officials 
sought to secure information from the pris- 
oners as to how Bible literature is mimeo- 
graphed and circulated among the Wit- 
nesses. When the Memorial speaker, Samir 
Yacoub Mikhail, refused to reveal this in- 
formation, he was undressed, his mouth 
and eyes were banded, his feet and hands
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of Appeal as well as the Supreme Court 
confirmed the decree of banning this So- 
ciety, based on the report I presented to 
the responsible ones at that time.” Then 
this priest asserted: Jehovah’s witnesses 
“are agents that Imperialism is using in 
defense of Israel . . . and [they] glorify 
the activity of Dr. Chaim Weizmann, the 
first president of Israel, and his efforts 
for the populating of Palestine with Jews.” 
—April 14,1967.

MALICIOUS MISREPRESENTATION
What slanderous untruths! The claim 

that Jehovah’s witnesses are agents of 
imperialistic powers who seek to defend 
Israel is absurd. There is not the slightest 
evidence that they are Zionists, or are 
in any way working to support Zionism. 
In fact, Jehovah’s witnesses teach that 
efforts to establish a lasting Jewish politi- 
cal state in the Middle East are not in keep- 
ing with the fulfillment of Bible prophecy.

For example, back in 1958 Jehovah’s 
witnesses sponsored the widely delivered 
public Bible talk “Why Zionism Must Fail.” 
And an article published in The -
tower of March 1, 1958, carrying that 
same title, said: “Zionism must fail be- 
cause Jehovah is having nothing to do 
with it . . . Zionism is a part of this old 
world or system of things and therefore 
is doomed along with it.”

Also, The Watchtower of just last Au- 
gust 15 observed: “It is obvious today 
that modem Israel neither confesses Jesus 
Christ as Lord nor calls upon the name of 
Jehovah. It is not a religious, but a politi- 
cal state. . . .  it is evident that God is no 
longer dealing with the Jews as a nation.”

How clear, then, it should be that Je- 
hovah’s witnesses are not supporters of 
Zionism! And how clear, too, that religious 
leaders have labeled them Zionists for the 
evil purpose of arousing Arab officials 
against them! Great difficulties were thus
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did not even attend! It seems that they had 
been so brutally beaten that the authori- 
ties did not want them to appear in court 
in such physical condition. Their lawyer 
protested vigorously, urging that they be 
brought in or the whole proceedings would 
be illegal, but to no avail. Another session 
was fixed for June 21, 1967, but it never 
took place. The defendants were thrown 
into a concentration camp!

PERSECUTION STEPPED UP
In the meantime, beatings, arrests and 

imprisonment of other Witnesses were 
taking place. In Cairo, Hanna Gad and 
his sister were summoned by the police one 
morning. He was severely beaten and ill- 
treated for three hours because he refused 
to sign a statement that he would dis- 
continue being a witness for Jehovah. At 
1 p.m. they were released in order to be 
given a final chance to think the matter 
over. That evening he was taken in again. 
But despite being stripped naked and beat- 
en almost continuously for six hours, he 
did not renounce his faith.

In Alexandria, on the night of April 
25, the police raided the home of Dr. Amin 
Mikhail Fanous and his wife, confiscating 
Bible literature and taking them to the 
police station. That same night Alphonse 
Michel Takla, his wife and eighteen-year- 
old son also were taken in. They, too, were 
fiercely beaten, including one of the worn- 
en, because they refused to sign a dec- 
laration stating that they would not meet 
for Bible study or speak to others about 
the Scriptures. The next day all were re- 
leased.

However, the following week these two 
couples were arrested and sent to the Ha- 
dara Penitentiary in Alexandria. Here all 
four were held until June 16, 1967, when 
the women were finally released, and the 
husbands were transferred to the concen- 
tration camp outside of Cairo. In this camp
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tied, and he was ordered to lie down on 
his belly. Then he was beaten unmercifully 
with a leather belt. This same brutal treat- 
ment was administered to sixty-four-year- 
old Nicola George Barghout, even though 
he suffers from Parkinson’s disease, which 
causes his right hand to tremble inces- 
santly.

Finally, by such methods, the names of 
three persons, believed to be particularly 
responsible for organizing the activity of 
Jehovah’s witnesses, were obtained. It was 
decided to arrest these persons also. So 
four agents were sent out to bring them in. 
Little did these agents suspect the jolt- 
ing surprise they were in for.

The report in Al-Mussawer explains: 
“At five o’clock dawn, a police car went 
out to arrest some other Jehovah’s wit- 
nesses, and at the cross-roads of Elfi and 
Emad el Din streets it was hit by a trolley 
bus.” The accident so shook up the men 
that they did not follow through with 
their plans to make the arrests, even 
though they were only a block from the 
home of two of the Witnesses. Apparently 
they believed that this accident might rep- 
resent divine intervention in their plans.

Nevertheless, the thirteen Witnesses al- 
ready under arrest were held for nearly 
two weeks. During this time they received 
little to eat and were kept in a small room 
with no beds or any normal comforts. Af- 
ter thirteen days, nine of them succumbed 
to the extreme pressures and hardships and 
signed a paper agreeing to cease attending 
meetings for Bible study and speaking to 
others about the Scriptures. These were 
women, youths and newly interested per- 
sons. They were released, while the four 
others were held.

These four were treated extremely bad. 
They were repeatedly flogged; very little 
food was given them, and no one was per- 
mitted to see them. On May 10 a court 
session was held, but the four defendants
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hovah it was possible to keep integrity to 
Him even under these severe tests. For 
example, the Witness who suffered the 
vicious beating that caused another pris- 
oner to faint explains in what a wonder- 
ful way he was strengthened and com- 
forted:

“While I was lying on the ground being 
beaten I was praying to Jehovah to help 
me endure this torture. I was very happy 
because Jehovah, the Almighty God, helped 
me. Afterward, I wet a handkerchief with 
water and put it on my back to absorb the 
heat. After three days I was in a very good 
condition, as if I had not been beaten on 
my feet or on my back. This was due to 
the help of Jehovah and the care shown 
to me by the brothers.”

Another Witness, who regularly visited 
congregations as a traveling representa- 
tive before being put in the concentration 
camp on June 7, also observed: “Regard- 
less of the amount of insulting and beat- 
ings that we received, a few seconds would 
pass and we would not feel anything more 
even though the beatings continued. We 
were feeling that Jehovah God was al- 
ways with us.”

Yes, Jehovah did indeed prove to be with 
his faithful servants; his name is without 
question like a strong tower into which 
they can run for protection. (Prov. 18:10) 
When his people in the camp placed their 
trust in him, he made the way out so that 
they were able to remain steadfast. Even 
the severe pain of the beatings was soft- 
ened, making it possible for them to en- 
dure savage treatment—to the amazement 
of camp officials and other prisoners.

A real witness was thereby given to the 
hundreds of prisoners and officials in the 
concentration camp. One of them told a 
Witness: “I am very happy to know per- 
sons who remind me of the early Chris- 
tians and who are ready to endure all per- 
secution for the sake of the faith. I will

328

more than a score of Witnesses had been 
confined.

What precipitated the arrest and con- 
finement of many Witnesses was the out- 
break of the Israeli-Arab war the first 
week of June. At that time, one home af- 
ter another of the Witnesses was raided, 
and the men were taken and thrown into 
the concentration camp.

CRUEL TREATMENT TESTS FAITH
Here in the camp Jehovah’s witnesses 

were cruelly treated. A principal reason is 
that they refused to share in the patriot- 
ic cries commanded by camp officials, 
such as: “Long live the president Gamal 
Abdel Nasser.” “Long live the United Arab 
Republic.” “Let Israel fall,” and so forth. 
The Witnesses showed from the Scriptures 
why they must remain neutral and not 
become involved in political affairs. They 
explained that to participate in such patri- 
otic cries would be a violation of their 
Christian neutrality.—John 17:16.

Thus, the very night that Amin Mikhail 
Fanous and Alphonse Michel Takla ar- 
rived at the camp, they were viciously 
beaten for not giving the patriotic cries 
when ordered to do so. Amin, an elderly 
man, was struck so hard around the head 
that his vision became blurred. However, 
such brutal, inhuman treatment of the 
W itnesses became a common occurrence.

One of the methods of torture was to 
have the victim lie down with his face to 
the ground, and to raise his feet up. He 
was then beaten upon the back and feet. 
On one occasion this was done so ruth- 
lessly that one of the prisoners looking on 
fainted. It was more than he could stand 
to see. Because of such treatment, even 
a few of the Witnesses succumbed to fear, 
and consented to shout the patriotic say- 
ings in order to avoid the beatings.

However, the many Witnesses who faith- 
fully endured proved that with trust in Je-
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Constitution of the United Arab Republic. 
But it is not! To the contrary, observe 
these fine Constitutional guarantees:

Article 33: Homes have their sanctity and 
they may not be entered, except in the 
cases, and in the manner, prescribed by 
the law.

Article 34: Freedom of belief is absolute. 
The State protects the freedom of the 
practice of religion and creeds in accor- 
dance with custom provided this does not 
infringe upon public order or conflict with 
morality.

Article 35: Freedom of opinion and scien- 
tific research is guaranteed. Every indi- 
vidual has the right to express his opinion 
and to publicize it verbally or in writing 
or by photography or by other means 
within the limits of the law.

Article 36: Freedom of the press, printing 
and publication is guaranteed within the 
limits of the law.

Article 37: Egyptians have the right to 
peaceable assembly, without carrying arms 
and without the need for prior notice.

Also, the United Arab Republic is a mem- 
ber of the United Nations, and has en- 
dorsed the Universal Declaration of Hu- 
man Rights, which upholds the right of 
all persons to freedom of thought, con- 
science, speech, religion, and peaceful as- 
sembly.

Does the United Arab Republic really 
stand behind these guarantees provided 
by her own Constitution and by the Uni- 
versal Declaration of Human Rights? Or 
are they simply pleasant-sounding prom- 
ises? Will President Nasser and his gov- 
ernment officials endeavor to defend the 
constitutional rights of religious minori- 
ties? Or will they continue to be influenced 
by the obviously false charges of religious 
leaders that Jehovah’s witnesses are po- 
litically dangerous Zionists?

WHAT YOU CAN DO
If you are appalled by the religious per- 

secution of Jehovah’s witnesses in the 
United Arab Republic, you can inform  
President Nasser and other prominent 
officials how you feel. At times those in 
positions of responsibility are unaware of 
the extreme injustice and brutality of
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teach my children that in the concentra- 
tion camp there were true Christians in 
the full sense of the word, and that these 
are Jehovah’s witnesses.”

The Witnesses appreciated fully that it 
was not by their own strength that they 
were able to endure, but that it was by the 
strength that comes from God. Therefore, 
they did not neglect a study of his Word, 
even though their Bibles had been taken 
away from them when they entered the 
camp. One of them explains how they ar- 
ranged to take in the strength-giving spir- 
itual food:

“Each morning we would discuss an ap- 
propriate Bible text, selecting one that 
would be encouraging to the brothers. We 
would also select two chapters from the 
Bible to talk about. Then each of us would 
draw from our memory the information we 
could remember from these chapters. Each 
evening, too, we would gather for a Bible 
talk. These daily Bible discussions and 
talks indeed proved strengthening to us. 
We also used to encourage one another 
with 1 Peter 5:8, 9, in order that we might 
not fail, but continue walking on the road 
to life.”

Finally, on November 14, 1967, after 
more than five months of confinement for 
most of them and even longer for some, the 
Witnesses were released. However, even 
after returning to their home cities, some 
were subjected to savage beatings by local 
officials because they refused to sign a 
declaration stating that they would cease 
serving as witnesses for Jehovah. And un- 
til this day, even though out of the con- 
centration camp, they and their fellow Wit- 
nesses are constantly threatened and 
harassed by officials.

IS FREEDOM OF WORSHIP PROHIBITED?
A person might naturally assume from 

this account of religious persecution that 
freedom of worship is prohibited by the

ffteWATCHTOWER.
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lege to speak out in behalf of those in the 
United Arab Republic who have been 
maliciously misrepresented and cruelly per- 
secuted because of their religious faith. 
Address your appeal to:

330
some of their subordinates. You can also 
let them know about the activity of Je- 
hovah’s witnesses in your own country; 
how it is carried on openly and consti- 
tutes no political threat. It is your privi-
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Mr. Shaarawy Mohamed Gomaa 
Minister of the Interior 
Ministry of the Interior 
Cairo, U.A.R.

Mr. Mohamed Fayek 
Minister of National Guidance 
Ministry of National Guidance 
Cairo, U.A.R.

Mr. Mohamed Abu Nosseir 
Minister of Justice 
Ministry of Justice 
Cairo, U.A.R.

Dr. Sarwat Okasha 
Minister of Culture 
Ministry of Culture 
Cairo, U.A.R.

Visits to One House
young men finally symbolized their dedi- 
cation to Jehovah God by water baptism. One 
of them eventually became a full-time pioneer 
minister.

“You might think that there could not 
possibly be anymore response from that one 
house. However, new tenants moved in, and 
one Sunday morning I was making ministerial 
calls in the neighborhood with my daughter. 
I said to her: 4If anyone invites me in, I 
believe I will start a Bible study.״ The lady 
of the house invited us in, saying that she 
wanted to see Jehovah's name in the Bible. 
A Bible study was started in the ‘Let God Be 
True9 book, and the householders progressed 
to the point that they dedicated their lives 
to God and were baptized in 1966.

“Still, this is not quite all. You see, there are 
now new tenants living in that house. And, 
recently, while making ministerial calls in the 
neighborhood I placed the Bible-study aid 
‘Things in Which It Is Impossible for God 
to Lie* with the occupants, a man and his 
wife. I am now holding a home Bible study 
with them.*״

Mr. Gamal Abdel Nasser 
President of the United Arab Republic 
Cairo, U.A.R.
Mr. Hussein El Shaffei 
First Vice-President of the 

United Arab Republic 
Cairo, U.A.R.
Mr. Diaeddin Mohamed Daoud 
Minister of Social Affairs 
Cairo, U.A.R.
Mr. Abdul Mohsen Abul Nur 
Minister of Local Administration 
Cairo, U.A.R.
Mr. Mahmoud Riad 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Cairo, U.A.R.

Results of Repeated

DT IS remarkable that a Christian minister 
would call almost continuously for some 
fifteen years to conduct Bible studies with 

the people of one house. However, in Akron, 
Ohio, this is what has occurred, as is explained: 

44About fifteen years ago when I was preach- 
ing from house to house I placed the Bible- 
study aid ‘Let God Be True״ with a lady. I 
soon began a home Bible study with her, and 
after two years she was baptized in symbol 
of her dedication to serve Jehovah God. How- 
ever, in time, this lady moved out of the house.

“Later, as I was again making ministerial 
calls in this neighborhood, I met the new 
tenants. ,These included a man, his wife and 
their children. This family, too, agreed to a 
Bible study, and we again used the study aid 
‘Let God Be True/ They progressed in Bible 
knowledge, and later the man dedicated his life 
to serve God. But this is not all.

44After a little while I was able to start a 
Bible study with several young people who 
had moved into the house. The message fell 
upon receptive hearts, because two of the



On the Joyful March to Mankind’s Millennium
♦J♦ rying out this commission in 197 lands and 
I  islands of the sea and that in 169 languages. 
X Last year they devoted 184 million hours to 
!this work ♦ן♦

And no wonder. What good news they have 
I*. to tell the people! They proclaim the good 
X news that the millennial rule of Christ will 
*l* begin with this generation and that it will 
I  mean ever so many blessings for the people: 
X the binding of Satan and his demons for a 

thousand years; having a righteous heavenly 
Ij־♦ government in full control of earths affairs.

ί! It will be an earth-wide rule of peace and 
prosperity; all mankind will learn righteous- 
ness. Even all the dead in Hades will be 
brought back to benefit from that Kingdom 
rule. Eventually there will be no more death, 

X neither sorrow nor pain, neither mourning nor
4* crying.—Isa. 26:9; Rev. 20:13; 21:4.
V All who have made this hope truly their 
♦j♦ own might be said to be on a joyful march, 
X in a victory procession, to mankind’s millen- 

nium, even as described at Psalm 68:24-28.* 
*j♦ Yes, ever since 1919 the Christian witnesses 
X of Jehovah have been marching in such victory 4# processions. What victories Jehovah God has 
I  given them over their enemies, as can be seen 
X by favorable court decisions and their great 
$  prosperity spiritually and numerically! And 

even as the women in ancient Israel played 
X a prominent role in the victory processions, 

so today we find women have gained a promi- 
I  nence that cannot be overlooked or go un- 
X mentioned.—Ps. 68:11.
X As Jehovah’s people share in this victory 
4* procession they keep feasting on God’s Word 
I  both privately and with one another at their 
X congregational meetings and larger assem- 
4♦ blies. At the same time they try to conduct 
I  themselves now as they know all will have to 
X do when mankind’s millennium prevails under 
4♦ the beneficent rule of Jesus Christ and his 

Kingdom associates. More than that, they 
X invite others to join them in this joyful 
4♦ march to mankind’s millennium by going 
I  from house to house, making return visits, 
X conducting Bible studies, and incidentally as 
4♦ they have opportunity. And doing so gives 
I  them even more joy than did receiving the 
X good news that was brought to them in the 

first place!—Acts 20:35.
X -------
v  * For details see The W atchtower, November 1, 1967.

MONG the precious promises the Scrip- 
tures contain for the faithful footstep 
followers of Jesus Christ is the one found 

at Revelation 20:6: “Happy and holy is anyone 
having part in the first resurrection; over 
these the second death has no authority, but 
they will be priests of God and of the Christ, 
and will rule as kings with him for the 
thousand years.”

Are these thousand years to be understood 
literally or figuratively, and when do they 
take place? If anyone should know, it cer- 
tainly would be the apostle John, to whom 
Jesus Christ revealed these things. And how 
did John view the thousand years? According 
to the testimony of Papias, a disciple of John, 
John believed these thousand years to be 
literal and in the distant future.*

The prospect of ruling as kings for a thou- 
sand years did not make Jesus or his faithful 
apostles anxious to rule before Jehovah’s due 
time, as was the case with some of the Chris- 
tians at Corinth, whom the apostle Paul had 
to reprove. (Matt. 4:810־; John 6:15; 1 Cor. 
4:8-10) However, after the apostles fell asleep 
in death, grievous wolves entered into the 
Christian sheepfold, even as foretold. In time 
professed Christians were no longer willing 
to wait for a future rule of a thousand years 
but desired to rule as kings at once, in partic- 
ular the bishops of Rome.

Thus it gradually came about that the 
teaching of Augustine prevailed. He taught 
that the thousand-year reign of Christ was 
figurative. But in what did their yielding to 
the temptation to rule as kings before God’s 
due time result? A glorious Messianic rule? 
Far from it! Instead, it brought about the 
Dark Ages!

Arguing against a literal future millennial 
rule by Christ, some have claimed that such a 
teaching would chill the missionary ardor of 
Christians to make disciples of all nations. 
(Matt. 28:19, 20) But not so! Today no people 
are more zealous in carrying out this mis- 
sionary commission than are the Christian 
witnesses of Jehovah, who believe that the 
1,000-year reign of Christ is literal and future. 
In comparatively few years these have grown 
to more than a million. Today they are car-

* For details see The Watchtower, April 15, 1967.

A
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Gen. 3:24; Deut. 4: 
24; Isa. 33:14.

2Man, left to his 
own devices, could 

never have discovered an 
acceptable way of approach 
to the Creator. Happily, he 
has not been left on his 
own. Jehovah demonstrat- 
ed his great compassion for 
his handicapped creatures 
in that he prophesied about 
the eventual trium ph of 

righteousness and at 
th e sam e tim e held  
open for hum ans a 
means of communica- 
tion with himself. In 
Eden there had been 

the “covering cherub,” 
who doubtless had some 
responsibility in the mat- 
ter of protecting and pro- 
m otin g th e in te r e st o f 
pure worship on earth. 
God now continued to use 
angelic intermediaries, of- 
fering ample evidence of 
the fact that he “makes 
his angels spirits, and his 
public servants a flame of 
fire.”—Gen. 3:15; Ezek. 
28:14; Heb. 1:7.

3 For example, it was by 
the hand of an angel that 
appeared to him  in the 
burning thornbush that 

Moses was commissioned to be the ruler 
and deliverer of Israel. And on the occa- 
sion when Gideon received the divine ap- 
pointment as liberator and judge, the an- 
gel messenger caused fire to come down 
and miraculously consume the proffered 
sacrifice. The heavenly messenger who ap-
2. What has Jehovah done about man’s estrangement
from him?
3. What examples have we of Jehovah’s provision for 
communication with imperfect humans who seek him?

EVER since our 
f ir s t  p aren ts  

were driven from  
the garden of God 
into the unfinished wilder- 
ness the way of approach 
to the great Source of life 
has engaged the thoughts 
of God-fearing men and 
women. How to draw near 
again to their grand Cre- 
ator and enjoy with him 
the intimate relationship 
originally enjoyed by 
Adam has been a mat- 
ter of first importance 
to those of reverent 
mind. Such persons 
have somehow real- 
ized the truth that was lat- 
er expressed by one of 
God’s prophets: “You [Je- 
h ovah ] are too  pure in  
eyes to see what is bad; 
and to look on trouble you 
are not able.” The memory 
of those cherubs stationed 
at the east entry of Eden 
with “the flaming blade of 
a sword” would long con- 
tinue as a reminder to man 
th a t on ly  clean sed  and 
purified crea tu res can 
safely approach him. Mo- 
ses later reminded the peo- 
p ie of Isra e l about th is  
when he declared: “Jeho- 
vah your God is a consuming fire, a God 
exacting exclusive devotion.” The imper- 
fections and uncleanness of fallen man 
rendered him liable to the destructive fire 
of Jehovah’s just judgment of death. How 
could he ever safely draw near to the 
“long-lasting conflagrations” of the holy 
Sovereign of the universe?—Hab. 1:13;
1. (a) Since Adam’s failure, about what have God- 
fearing persons wondered? (b) Why has Jehovah ap- 
peared to be so distant from them?
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be most thankful to Jehovah that man- 
kind has not been cut off altogether from 
communication with him.

6 The vital role of angels in linking mem 
with God, while also shielding sinful man 
from direct exposure to the unmitigated 
justice of God, was doubtless impressed 
upon Jacob when he was privileged to be- 
hold in his dream a great ladder reaching 
from earth to heaven with angels ascend- 

ing and descending upon it. 
Jacob was but one of a sue- 
cession of faithful patri- 
archs or heads of families 
to whom Jehovah commu- 
nicated his will and pur- 
pose through angelic min- 
isters. Indeed, th is very 
fact stamps Jehovah’s ap- 
proval upon that ancient 
patriarchal system where- 
by men were to spread out 
in their family groups and 
populate the whole earth. 
Under that system the fa- 
ther of a family or tribe 
becam e its  p rin ce and 
priest, responsible for prop- 
er conformity to Jehovah’s 

principles of just rule 
and clean worship. As 
prince and priest each 
w orthy fam ily head 
would take the lead in 
dispensing justice pat- 
tem ed after God’s just 
dealings, in maintain- 
ing clean worship, of- 
fering sacrifices on be- 
half of the family, and 
in a general way serv- 
ing as God’s represen- 
tative to the family

peared to Samson’s parents to announce 
the birth of a most unusual son, after de- 
livering the good news, ascended in the 
flame of the altar upon which Manoah and 
his wife were rendering up a burnt offer- 
ing to Jehovah. Back in Lot’s day it was 
angels who served as rescuers of that god- 
ly man and his daughters, when flaming 
destruction came upon the cities of the 
District. These are instances of God’s pro- 
vision for godly humans to 
be in communication with 
him.

4 The B ible’s accurate 
record reveals angels as 
ministering in a great va- 
riety of ways to the needs 
of man and the worship of 
God. They delivered and 
taught God’s words to hu- 
mans (Luke 1:19); they 
drew near to God’s pres- 
ence on behalf of humans 
(Matt. 18:10); they kept 
close watch over the di- 
vine interests here at the 
earth, reporting develop- 
m ents to th e S overeign  
R uler. (Dan. 1 0 :1 2 -1 4 ;
Zech. 1:10) And in vi- 
sion  they  have ap- 
peared to favored hu- 
mans, under compact 
symbol of four living 
creatures or in their 
cou n tless myriads,  
congregated in the 
heaven of heavens be- 
fore the King of eter- 
nity, worshiping him  
with paeans of thanks- 
giving. (Dan. 7:10;
Rev. 4:6-8) We can

5. How did Jehovah show his 
approval of a righteous pa- 
triarchal system among men 
on earth?

In a dream Jacob was shown 
that angels have a part in 
G o d ’s communication with man

4. In what variety of ways 
has Jehovah employed angel 
messengers to lovers of righ- 
teousness ?
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sons of Cush. His contempt for the pa- 
triarchal arrangement may be seen in his 
invading and subjugating neighboring 
families and tribes, and by his herding 
men into compact and easily controlled 
city organizations.—Gen. 10:7-12.

8 Flouting God’s purpose for man, Nim- 
rod instituted a religio-political dictator- 
ship, with himself as chief of state. Rela- 
tive to the working out of his ambitions 
and those of his successors, we have this 
historical note: “The theory of the ‘divine 
right of kings’ was rigidly adhered to in 
Babylonia and Assyria. When the mon- 
archs speak of themselves as nominated 
by this or that god to be ruler of the 
country, this was not a mere phrase. The 
king was the vicar of the deity on earth, 
his representative who enjoyed divine fa- 
vor and who was admitted into the confi- 
dence of the gods. In earlier days priestly 
functions were indissolubly associated 
with kingship. The oldest kings of Assyria 
call themselves ‘priests of Asshur.’ ”a

*Nimrod’s course became the pattern 
for ambitious men in all those families 
who later migrated in all directions from  
Babylon when Jehovah confounded the 
language of the tower builders. (Gen. 11: 
5-8) Of the Pharaohs, we read: “The King 
remained in Egypt the only representative 
between gods and men. Even when the 
priesthood developed, and offerings were 
continually made to the gods on behalf 
of mankind, the priests were not the me- 
diators, for they merely represented the 
King. . . . The priests offered sacrifices, 
approached the gods, mediated between 
man and god solely in the name of the 
King.”1»
a  Religion of Babylonia and Assyria, by M. Jastrow, 
p. 374.
b Ancient Religions (1750 ed.), edited by V. Ferm, 
pp. 37, 293.

8. What facts about Assyria and Babylonia indicate an 
example set by Nimrod?
9. How does Egypt’s history bear out the fact that 
proper patriarchal rule was not practiced?
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and mediating before God in its behalf.
0 The Hebrew word from which

our word “priest” is rendered, is uncertain 
as to its derivation. To a certain scholar 
kohen contains the idea of “doing the 
business of, or acting as a mediator for, 
another.” The word signifies “priest” and, 
in some contexts, a “lieutenant; chief min- 
ister or official.” (2 Sam. 8:18; 1 Chron. 
18:17) A related Arabic word means “to 
approach, draw near, have intimate access 
to.” A related Babylonian word has the 
meaning “votive, offering homage to the 
D eity.” Another authority states that the 
word “priest or president was a title often 
conferred upon princes and kings, some- 
thing or someone consecrated to the De- 
ity.” Noah, Shem, Abraham, Jacob, Job 
and Amram are but a few of those early 
patriarchs who presided faithfully in their 
respective families and at the same time 
showed concern for the interests of pure 
worship, but the Bible does not call them 
by the name “priest,” kohen (Hebrew) 
or hiereus (Greek).

INTRUDERS AND USURPERS
7 There were, however, those who great- 

ly debased and abused the office of pa- 
triarchal religious head, and who rendered 
themselves unfit truly to represent the 
holy and loving Creator. They used the 
office for their own personal aggran- 
dizement, and to leave behind them what 
they thought to be imperishable monu- 
ments of their own personal fame. Nim- 
rod stands out as an early example of 
such ones who follow the Devil’s lead and 
strive to divert from God to themselves the 
worship and service of fellow creatures. It 
appears that he was not a firstborn son, 
and so very likely he usurped authority 
and position properly belonging to older
6. What are some of the basic ideas connected with the 
Hebrew word that is translated “priest” ?
7. Name some of the ways in which Nimrod operated 
contrary to Jehovah’s will.
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able to establish and maintain oppressive 
rulership over their fellowmen. History 
books are filled with the record of the 
cruelties and miseries that have been 
heaped upon the enslaved subjects of those 
autocrats who masqueraded as ministers 
of righteousness.

FAITHFUL PATRIARCHS
13 By comparison, how refreshing to 

turn to the record of faithful patriarchs 
who discharged their responsibilities with 
honor to God and blessing to men! Con- 
sider Noah, for example. At birth it was 
prophesied of him that he would bring 
comfort to his family, and subsequent 
events proved that prophecy true. He was 
a seeker after God, so much so that he 
found great favor in Jehovah’s eyes. He 
showed himself anxious to attain to the 
righteousness of God, he dealt faultlessly 
with his fellowmen in contrast to Nim- 
rod’s evil way, and he walked with God 
in humility. He was a preacher of righ- 
teousness to his contemporaries, so giving 
evidence of a deep concern for the welfare 
of humankind. Though ignored and ridi- 
culed by the majority, he was blessed to 
see his own family respond to the teaching 
he had given and survive with him the 
global catastrophe. Coming forth from the 
ark of survival, he faithfully exercised the 
priestly function by conducting worship 
and offering grateful sacrifice to Jehovah 
for himself and his family.—2 Pet. 2:5; 
Gen. 8:20.

14Abraham’s history reveals him as an 
outstanding family head with a keen sense 
of his religious responsibilities, even 
though he was not the firstborn son, par- 
ticularly from the moment when, his fa-
13. Explain whether Noah measured up to God’s re- 
quirements for patriarchal priests.
14. What are some of the facts about Abraham showing 
that he was anxious to carry out Jehovah’s will as to 
family heads?
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10 As to the ancient empire of the Incas 
in the land we now know as Peru, scholars 
point to evidence showing that this line 
of rulers replaced an earlier system of 
belief embracing the idea of a supreme 
Being, Creator of all things. The new sys- 
tern “was founded in the particular in- 
terest of the royal family, and directed 
mainly to the support of their pretensions 
and authority. By means of it, they in- 
vested themselves with a power firmer 
and more extensive than that of the most 
powerful aristocracies of the East.”® “The 
priesthood was a complex hierarchy, which 
was headed by the Inca emperor, who was 
so divine that his sister alone was suffi- 
ciently sacred to be his wife. Principal po- 
sitions under the emperor were held by 
members of the royal Inca family.”b

11India’s history shows the same dete- 
rioration from patriarchal arrangements, 
for, in describing the ruling caste, one his- 
torian records that “they alone are qual- 
ified to superintend religious observances, 
and without them the intercourse between 
man and the gods cannot be kept up. From 
his birth the Brahman is a being of a su- 
perior holiness; he is destined to higher 
ends than other men, and the distinction 
between him and them must be manifested 
in all his acts and habits throughout life. 
He is the natural lord of all the classes.”3

12Thus we note how throughout the 
earth selfish human creatures set them- 
selves up as obstacles rather than media- 
tors between God and man, and declared 
that only through their intercession and 
at their pleasure could men ever attain to 
the favor of heaven. By manipulation of 
mysterious religious power they have been
c Harper’s New Monthly Magazine, June 1853, “Ancient 
Peru—Its People and Its Monuments.’’ 
d H istory of Religion, Allan Menzies, p. 337.

10, 11. Is Nimrod’s example to be noted In other lands? 
12. What did selfish rulers constitute themselves?
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the true God, keeping separate from the 
filthy, degrading religious practices of 
the pagan Canaanites round about. He 
went out to meet and bless the victorious 
Abraham as he returned from the rescue 
of Lot. There is no doubt that he was di- 
rected by Jehovah to do so, and, indicating 
that Abraham also so understood the sit- 
uation, that patriarch rendered to the 
priest-king of Salem a generous share, a 
tenth, of all the spoils he had taken from 
the defeated combine of kings from the 
north.—Gen. 14:18-20.

16 Isaac and Jacob both held tenaciously 
to the teaching 
o f A b r a h a m ,  
each one in his 
own generation  
d e m o n s tr a t in g  
l o y a l t y  to  h i s  
‘anointing׳ from 
God, his commis- 
sioning to have 
som e sh are in  
the preparation  
and building up 
of a seed or holy 
n a t i o n  t h a t  
would eventually 
inherit the land 
of promise. They 
were continually 

directed and protected by Jehovah as his 
special representatives. Of them, the Bible 
tells how Jehovah kept his eyes upon them  
for good: “He did not allow any human to 
defraud them, but on their account he re- 
proved kings, saying: ‘Do not you men 
touch my anointed ones, and to my 
prophets do nothing bad.״  ,Ps. 105:14) ׳
15) They, for their part, kept strictly to 
God’s will for them, namely, to remain 
in the land as temporary residents, in con- 
trast to the greedy, materialistic squat-
16, 17. What was pleasing to Jehovah about the course 
of Isaac and Jacob?
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ther Terah having died, he led his house- 
hold into the land about which God had 
spoken to him. When Jehovah confirmed 
with him the covenant whereby his off- 
spring were to possess the land of his so- 
jouming, Abraham was called upon to per- 
form priestly duties, setting in order the 
slain sacrifices. (Gen. 15:9-18) Again when 
he had raised a promising son and heir in 
his old age, by reason of God’s miraculous 
intervention, and then was commanded to 
sacrifice that only son, we see him in ac- 
tion as a family priest. Throughout his 
travels he raised altars for the worship of 
Jehovah, publicly 
calling upon the 
holy name of his 
God so that the 
peoples then in 
Canaanland got 
to hear about the 
true God. He also 
faithfully taught 
his household to 
reverence  and 
love the Sover- 
e i g n  God. Re-  
m e m b e r ,  t o o ,  
how he exercised 
the function of 
m ediator when 
pleading with Je- 
hovah on behalf of possible righteous in- 
habitants of the wicked city of Sodom 
near Gomorrah.—Gen. 12:8; 13:18; 18:19, 
22-32.

15 We next encounter the record of Mel- 
chizedek. Here is one of whom the Bible 
gives no genealogy, nor any account of 
the length of his life or the time of his 
death. But he is the first one in the Bible 
to be called “priest,” specifically “priest 
of the Most High God,” from which we 
may conclude that he loyally maintained 
in the kingdom of Salem the worship of
15. What kind of a priest was Melchizedek?
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and Abiram, endeavored in Moses’ time 
to assert the forfeited right of rulership, 
Jehovah acted swiftly to uphold his word 
given through Jacob. Those Reubenites 
paid with their lives for daring to chal- 
lenge Jehovah’s prerogative to debase 
those who displease him and exalt those 
who bring him pleasure.—Numbers chap. 
16.

19As one whose patience and godliness 
were truly put to the test by a combina- 
tion of calamities that left him childless, 
friendless and suffering the excruciating 
pains of disease, Job shines forth as an- 
other true worshiper of God. To family 
and acquaintances he recommended the 
worthiness of his God, never charging him 
with folly in permitting the terrible blows 
Job had sustained. Unlike faithless priests 
of ancient and modem times he did not 
charge God with wrong in permitting 
wickedness. Even in his earlier state of 
prosperity he had always kept in mind 
the status of his children before God, 
diligently offering sacrifices on their be- 
half, just in case, as he himself said, “my 
sons have sinned and have cursed God in 
their heart.’׳ (Job 1:5) When subjected 
to the slanders of his opponents he up- 
held the justice and the name of Jehovah. 
Finally, when Job was healed and de- 
livered from all his troubles, the lives of 
his sharp-tongued critics depended upon 
his prayer for acceptance of the sacrifices 
of their repentance before God. The latter 
end of Job assuredly shows that he had 
pleased Jehovah in his service as priest 
and family head.—Job 42:8, 12.

20At the advanced age of eighty years 
Moses was commissioned by Jehovah’s an- 
gel to be prophet, deliverer, ruler, media- 
tor and priest to the nation of Israel. (Ps. 
99:6) His first assignment was to lead
19. What can we conclude about Job from the record
of his experiences?
20. Give the facts of Moses' life that prove him to have 
been a faithful promoter of God's purposes.
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ters in Canaan. They presided over and 
promoted true worship in their households. 
Wherever they went they presented a high- 
ly commendable reflection of the God they 
worshiped.

17In his early manhood Jacob is de- 
scribed as “a blameless man, dwelling in 
tents.” (Gen. 25:27) That he, although not 
the firstborn son, had a high regard for 
the blessing and favor of Jehovah, and at 
the same time discerned the complete in- 
difference of his brother Esau in such mat- 
ters, may be understood from the bargain 
he made for possession of the birthright. 
Material advantage would not loom so 
large in his mind as the precious privi- 
leges and responsibilities that would prop- 
erly devolve upon the heir to faithful Isaac. 
Jacob’s deep appreciation for all the pro- 
tective care that Jehovah had thrown 
around him through all his times of 
trouble prompted him to vow one-tenth of 
his income regularly for the service of 
true worship. (Gen. 28:22) Not least 
among the special pronouncements of God 
given through this faithful representative 
were the blessings upon his sons just prior 
to his death.—Gen. 49:1-28.

18According to patriarchal custom his 
firstborn son, Reuben, should have been 
the one to inherit the birthright in Israel. 
However, Reuben disqualified himself 
when he committed fornication with his 
own father’s concubine, the mother of 
some of his brothers. Thus he showed ut- 
ter disregard for the sacred relationships 
right inside his father’s household. He was 
therefore unfit to give the proper lead 
as holder of the birthright. (Gen. 49:4) 
So, the double portion of the birthright 
went later to Joseph, rulership went to 
Judah, and the priesthood to Levi’s house. 
Even when Reuben’s descendants, Dathan
18. How did Reuben disqualify himself from birthright 
privileges, and with what result?

SReWATCHTOWER



B r o o k l y n , N . Y .

self with the people of Jehovah and accept 
the reproaches that must have been 
leveled at a people whose God had not 
even provided them with a country, of 
their own. Little did Egyptian scoffers 
realize what was in store for them and 
their proud land.—Heb. 11:24-26.

22Up to Moses’ time the favor of com- 
munication with the Creator with the help 
of angelic messengers was limited to but 

a few godly house- 
holds. While  th is  
served to keep alive 
the belief in a great 
and beneficent God, 
y e t there  were so 
many questions un- 
answered. How could 

imperfect men become reconciled to their 
pure Creator? Would the barrier between 
them and God, that perfect angels and 
loyal but imperfect patriarchs had been 
unable to remove, ever be set aside? How 
could bondage to sin and death be re- 
moved? Would the generations of man just 
continue, like the grass, to sprout up and 
remain for a short time and then die? The 
faithful family heads themselves must 
often have pondered such questions as they 
looked up at the night sky and realized 
some of the immensity of God’s creation. 
They could but wait patiently until Jeho- 
vah revealed his purposes to them step by 
step. He had given his servants advance 
notice of the great Deluge, of the destrue- 
tion of the land of Sodom and of certain 
deliverance from the land of Egypt. They 
did have a God who could and would ful- 
fill his word. Surely that was sufficient 
basis for hoping that in due time He would 
reveal the way of approach to life and 
peace with Him!
22. Though Jehovah continued to communicate through 
angels with lovers of righteousness, what questions 
called for answers, and what hope for approach to God 
was there?

338

that typical nation out from Egypt’s bond- 
age. As mediator between his stiffnecked 
fellow Israelites and Jehovah he had 
to step in, time and again, to deflect 
the devastating blows that Jehovah con- 
templated dealing out to a disobedient and 
ungrateful people. (Ex. 32:10-14; Num. 
14:11-19) In this capacity also he me- 
diated God’s covenant with the nation 
while yet no other provision had been 
made for a national 
priesthood. As a de- 
pendable messenger 
he communicated  
the whole counsel of 
God to the people, 
and ins is ted  upon 
t h e i r  compliance  
with the divine requirements. He spent 
himself willingly in the work of administer- 
ing justice in their huge encampments. He 
was zealous in the defense of right wor- 
ship and swift to act against those who 
impaired it. With all his responsibility 
and the God-given privileges he enjoyed, 
there is not a hint of selfish ambition to 
be found in the record concerning him. 
He could still be called “by far the meek- 
est of all the men who were upon the sur- 
face of the ground.”—Ex. 18:17, 18; 32: 
32; Num. 12:3.

21Moses, be it remembered, had been 
educated in all the wisdom of Egypt at the 
court of the Pharaoh. He had had op- 
portunity to observe the priestly orders 
of that land with all their schemes for 
controlling the people and enriching them- 
selves, while always upholding the oppres- 
sive ruler as the favored one of the gods. 
Even though the road of personal ambi- 
tion might have brought him wealth and 
power in Egypt, he chose to identify him-

21. What choice did Moses have, and what proper choice 
did he make?
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my son, my first-born . . .  a  
kingdom o f priests and a holy nation .”  

— Ex. 4 :2 2 ; 19:6.

of Egypt with heavy blows that doubtless 
crippled that nation for many decades. Not 
only were the cattle and crops severely 
damaged by a series of calamities, but the 
firstborn of every household and of every 
beast were slain by Jehovah’s angel, and 
finally the flower of Egypt’s warriors 
together with their horses and chariots 
were engulfed in the returning waters of 
the Red Sea. Jehovah could therefore with 
truth declare: “It was I who brought 
Israel up out of Egypt and who went de- 
livering you from the hand of Egypt.” 
—1 Sam. 10:18.

3In the third month following that 
great liberation Jehovah’s firstborn peo- 
pie were encamped before Mount Sinai, 
and through his prophet Moses Jehovah 
there declared to them: “You yourselves 
have seen what I did to the Egyptians, 
that I might carry you on wings of eagles 
and bring you to myself. And now if you 
will strictly obey my voice and will in- 
deed keep my covenant, then you wifi 
certainly become my special property out 
of all other peoples, because the whole 
earth belongs to me. And you yourselves 
will become to me a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation.” (Ex. 19:4-6) Think 
of that! A nation of priests, and Jehovah’s 
firstborn, implying that they would con-
3. What grand opportunity did God place before the 
people of Israel?

IN THE eighth generation from Abra- 
ham (to Nadab son of Aaron) his seed 

had grown to be a throng numbering into 
the millions, but serving as slaves to a 
harsh taskmaster, Pharaoh of Egypt. 
Their numbers had already exceeded the 
native population, so jealous fear dictated 
a policy of reduction through hard bond- 
age. At this critical point Jehovah’s angel 
appeared to Moses at the burning thorn- 
bush and informed him: “Unquestionably 
I have seen the affliction of my people who 
are in Egypt, and I have heard their out- 
cry as a result of those who drive them to 
work; because I well know the pains they 
suffer. And I am proceeding to go down 
to deliver them out of the hand of the 
Egyptians and to bring them up out of 
that land.” He instructed Moses to say to 
Pharaoh: “This is what Jehovah has said: 
‘Israel is my son, my first-born. And I 
say to you: Send my son away that he 
may serve me. But should you refuse to 
send him away, here I am killing your 
son, your first-born.’ ”—Ex. 1:8-10; 3:7, 
8; 4:22, 23.

2Pharaoh did prove foolhardy enough 
to refuse compliance with the demand for 
release of Jehovah’s firstborn, his people 
Israel, and so he had to pay the penalty. 
With a mighty hand Jehovah delivered 
his people, and in doing so smote the land
1. In Moses״ time how did Jehovah refer to the people 
of Israel, and under what circumstances?
2. Did Jehovah give proof of his being a God to the 
Israelites? How?

339



B r o o k l y n , N . Y .

6The curtains draped on posts around 
the courtyard of the tent separated that 
holy place from the surrounding encamp- 
ment of the Israelites. The tent itself was 
divided into two parts, one of which was 
in shape an exact cube. This was the in- 
nermost or Most Holy compartment. It 
was screened from the anterior room by 
a curtain of beautifully embroidered ma- 
terial. Behind that curtain there was but 
one item of furniture, the ark of the tes- 
timony, with its lid of solid gold intricately 
fashioned into the shape of a throne-seat 
overshadowed by cherubims with out- 
spread wings. Inside the Ark itself were 
the tablets of the Ten Words written by 
the finger of God, and, later, a sample of 
the manna from heaven in a gold con- 
tainer, as well as the almond rod that 
testified to God’s selection of Aaron’s 
house for the priesthood in Israel. In the 
front compartment there were a table for 
showbread, a lampstand of gold and an 
altar for incense. In front of the tent stood 
the large copper washbasin, while between 
it and the gate of the courtyard was lo- 
cated the large altar of sacrifice. Whether 
the nation was in camp or on the march, 
this holy place of worship was handled 
exclusively by a specially selected and 
sanctified priesthood.—Exodus chaps. 25, 
26, 27.

A REPRESENTATIVE PRIESTHOOD
, Jehovah directed his mediator Moses 

to form a priesthood that would be repre- 
sentative of the entire nation. Aaron and 
his male offspring were selected as a 
special priestly family through which a 
succession of high priests would be as- 
sured. Heretofore, under patriarchal pro- 
visions, the firstborn sons would have been 
in line to perform as priests, each one in
6. Describe the construction and the furnishings of the 
tent.
7. In what ways was the tribe of Levi particularly 
blessed and honored by Jehovah?
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stitute but the first of a family of na- 
tions that Jehovah would come to have! 
And this particular “son” would be highly 
distinguished as a priestly nation that in 
due time might have the privilege of rep- 
resenting all other national groups before 
Jehovah. This holy nation was to be heir 
of Jehovah’s blessings in a special sense, 
so that through it benefits might go to 
afi other peoples in accord with God’s 
promise to faithful Abraham.—Gen. 22:18.

4With fascination, then, we go on to 
consider how God began to deal with this 
nation he was pleased to designate as his 
firstborn. From a loose association of trib- 
al groups they were now to become one 
nation under theocratic rule, God-rule. To 
promote this purpose, a special arrange- 
ment was made for a system of national 
worship. To the requirements of pure fam- 
ily worship, already familiar through the 
instruction of faithful patriarchs, there 
were now to be added certain new and 
unique features, namely, a holy place of 
central worship, a priesthood, and regula- 
tions governing pure national worship of 
Jehovah their great Deliverer.

5The pattern Moses followed in con- 
struction of a portable temple or holy 
place was not based upon something that 
prophet had seen in Egypt. It was given 
him by Jehovah, for God’s angel messen- 
ger counseled Moses: “And see that you 
make them after their pattern that was 
shown to you in the mountain.” In view 
of this the details of this pattern were 
sure to be bound up with deep and sig- 
nificant implications for the future, par- 
ticularly when we realize that this tent 
was but a temporary provision for the 
period of their joumeyings on the way 
to the land promised to Abraham their 
forefather.—Ex. 25:40.
4. With what provisions did Jehovah arrange to weld 
the tribes of Israel into a theocratic nation?
5. Why should we expect that the details of construe- 
tion of the tent in the wilderness would be important?
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gifts; and it must stay upon his forehead 
constantly, to gain approval for them be- 
fore Jehovah.” (Ex. 28:29, 30, 38) In all 
of this we can see that emphasis is placed 
upon the need for purification of the peo- 
pie’s worship lest Jehovah should break 
forth upon them with fiery execution 
merited by their sinful condition.

INSTALLATION OF THE TYPICAL PRIESTHOOD
8 Chapter twenty-nine of Exodus sets 

forth the instructions for installing the 
Aaronic priesthood, and chapter eight of 
Leviticus recounts the actual putting into 
effect of Jehovah’s requirements in this 
regard. All Israel was called on to witness 
the ceremony at the entrance of the court- 
yard. Moses first washed Aaron and his 
four sons and then clothed Aaron with the 
distinctive priestly garments. Then he took 
some of the anointing oil and sprinkled 
it on the tent and its furnishings and 
utensils. Finally he poured some of the 
oil upon the head of Aaron. Then Moses 
clothed Aaron’s sons in their priestly 
garments. There followed the sacrificing 
of one young bull and two rams, in each 
instance Aaron and his sons first placing 
their hands upon the heads of the ani- 
mals presented for slaughter. In effect, 
that was a testimony on their part that 
those animals were substituting for them- 
selves, and so the particular disposition 
of those animals would be indicative of 
their cleansing from sin and condemna- 
tion before God, resulting in their being 
a holy, clean priesthood worthy of being 
used in Jehovah’s priestly service.

10The young bull was slaughtered and 
its blood spattered upon the altar of sac- 
rifice and poured out around its base as 
a special sanctification of this holy “table”
9. What steps did Moses take in connection with the 
installation of the typical priesthood?
10. Explain (a) how the various parts of the bull of 
the sin offering were used, (b) how the first ram was 
handled, and (c) how the ram of installation was dealt 
with.
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behalf of his respective family group. Now, 
however, Jehovah directed that the en- 
tire tribe of Levi was to substitute for the 
firstborn of all Israel, and was to be 
formed into the congregation or tribe of 
the firstborn under the direction of the 
family of Aaron. (Num. 3:41) Their fore- 
father Levi had been involved with Sime- 
on in presumptuous and vengeful violence, 
for which they were to suffer. However, 
when Moses called for volunteers to serve 
as executioners against stubborn and idol- 
atrous fellow Israelites, the tribe of Levi 
responded promptly. Now, see how Jeho- 
vah marvelously blessed them! As a tribe 
they were now privileged under Aaron to 
take the lead in matters of worship, just 
as did faithful firstborn sons or heirs un- 
der patriarchal custom.—Gen. 49:5-7; Ex. 
32:25-29; Num. 3:5-51.

8Aaron was the one selected by Jeho- 
vah to be the high priest and to have the 
main responsibility for the right worship 
of a people who should strive to be worthy 
of the designation “a holy nation.” Note 
how this responsibility was emphasized 
by certain features of the high priest’s 
attire: “And Aaron must carry the names 
of the sons of Israel on the breastpiece 
of judgment over his heart when he comes 
into the Holy as a memorial before Je- 
hovah constantly. And you must put the 
Urim and the Thummim into the breast- 
piece of judgment, and they must prove 
to be over Aaron’s heart when he comes 
in before Jehovah; and Aaron must car- 
ry the judgments of the sons of Israel over 
his heart before Jehovah constantly. And 
[the turban with special gold plate 
fastened on its front] must come to be 
upon Aaron’s forehead, and Aaron must 
answer for the error committed against 
the holy objects, which the sons of Israel 
will sanctify, that is to say, all their holy
8. How was Aaron’s office shown to be a vital one in 
God’s provision for the people of Israel?
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be approaching with their personal and 
tribal offerings now that an empowered 
priesthood was available, the need for a 
great body of duly authorized helpers to 
the priesthood became apparent. Moses 
was directed to meet this need by a for- 
mal ceremony that is described for us at 
chapter eight of the Bible book of Num- 
bers. On this occasion the eligible males 
of the tribe of Levi were brought forward, 
and the people, probably through their 
representative chieftains, laid their hands 
upon the heads of the Levite men. The 
Levites were then caused to move to and 
fro before Jehovah as a wave offering from 
the sons of Israel. Then two young bulls 
were brought forward, and upon these 
the Levites laid their hands, after which 
the bulls were slaughtered, one of them  
as a sin offering and the other as a burnt 
offering. The significance of this presen־ 
tation of the Levites and their acceptance 
by Jehovah is referred to in the words of 
God’s angel to Moses: “And I shall take 
the Levites in place of all the first-born 
among the sons of Israel. And I shall give 
the Levites as given ones to Aaron and his 
sons from among the sons of Israel, to 
carry on the service of the sons of Israel 
in the tent of meeting and to make atone- 
ment for the sons of Israel, that no plague 
may occur among the sons of Israel be- 
cause the sons of Israel approach the holy 
place.”—Num. 8:18, 19.

REGULATIONS FOR THE TYPICAL PRIESTS
13 The priests and Levites were required 

to maintain personal, fleshly cleanliness, 
supervise the offerings of the people, per- 
form all the services of the sanctuary and 
supervise strict observance of God’s law 
among the people. Officiating priests had 
to be without defect or blemish of any 
kind. They must not become yoked in mar-
13. What regulations were to apply to the priesthood 
of Aaron?
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upon which the future offerings by fire to 
Jehovah would be consumed. The intesti- 
nal fat of the bull with its kidneys and 
the appendage of the liver were then made 
to smoke upon the altar, while the re- 
maining parts of its flesh with its skin and 
its dung were burned outside the camp. 
The first ram was then slain and its blood 
also sprinkled on the altar, after which 
the entire animal was made to smoke 
upon the altar. The second ram was treat- 
ed differently. Some of its blood was 
smeared by Moses on the right earlobe, 
the right great toe and the right thumb 
of Aaron and his four sons. The fatty 
portions and the right leg were then 
placed upon the hands of those five men 
and waved to and fro before Jehovah. 
Moses then took such portions and smoked 
them on the altar as an installation sac- 
rifice. The choice breast portion was 
waved to and fro before Jehovah by Mo- 
ses himself and then eaten by Moses as 
his portion of this special offering.

11Moses then took some of the anoint- 
ing oil mingled with blood from the altar 
of burnt offering and spattered it upon 
Aaron and his sons and their garments. 
He next instructed them to boil the re- 
maining parts of the installation ram and 
eat it as something holy at the entrance 
of the tent of meeting. There they must 
continue on duty, day and night, for sev- 
en days in all, keeping the obligatory 
watch of Jehovah. On each of the sue- 
ceeding six days another bull must be 
offered for a sin offering. Thus it was to 
take seven days to fill the hands of this 
typical priesthood with power and accept- 
ability to appear before Jehovah on be- 
half of the nation of Israel.

12 Since it was to be expected that the 
members of this numerous nation would
11. What further instructions as to the installation 
ceremony did Moses arrange to have carried out?
12. Give a description of the setting apart of the Le- 
vites as helpers to the Aaronic priesthood.
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of the atonement offering. Before doing 
so he had to make sure that no under- 
priests were present in the front compart- 
ment of the tent, and that the Most Holy 
itself had been filled with smoking in- 
cense.

15Other statutes relative to the pure 
worship of the entire nation were also pro- 
vided, these to be enforced by the priest- 
hood under the direction of its high priest. 
Fat and blood were not to be eaten on pain 
of death. The fat was to be smoked upon 
the altar for a sweet odor to Jehovah. The 
blood, when not offered upon the altar, 
was to be poured out upon the ground. 
All types of sexual uncleanness were to be 
avoided or immediately expiated by the 
corresponding sacrifice or punished by 
death. Slander, extortion, recourse to 
spiritism of any kind, were matters to be 
investigated and the guilty ones adequate- 
ly punished. Special provision was made 
for cases of unintentional pollution 
through contact with a dead body or some 
other unclean thing or person. Thus Je- 
hovah stressed to the Israelites the vital- 
ness of maintaining a clean camp so that 
he could, without damage to them, con- 
tinue to dwell in their midst.—Lev. 3:17; 
Numbers chap. 19.

16 Thus in great detail did Jehovah pro- 
vide a central place of worship, a priest- 
hood representative of the entire nation, 
and proper regulations and sacrifices. But 
to what extent would this loving provi- 
sion be appreciated by the people? How 
near would it bring them to the pure and 
holy God? Certainly this Aaronic priest- 
hood continued for many centuries. 
Through its hands passed the offerings 
of generation after generation of Israelites. 
In due time its members officiated in the
15. What statutes did Jehovah give to the people, and 
who would have much responsibility for their proper 
observance ?
16. (a) To what extent was God’s provision of the 
tent arrangement appreciated? (b) What facts point 
to failure on the part of the priesthood ?
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riage to a foreigner or to an ineligible 
Israelite girl. They must drink no intoxi- 
eating beverage while on duty at the tent. 
They were responsible for blowing the holy 
trumpets, thus giving definite leadership 
to the people, whether in the matter of set- 
ting up or breaking camp, engaging in bat- 
tie or celebrating some special festival to 
Jehovah. No Levite was to be given any 
land inheritance when the people arrived 
in Canaan. Instead they were to be given 
dwelling places in forty-eight cities stra- 
tegically located throughout the lands 
assigned to the various tribes. In this way 
Jehovah’s earlier decree that they were to 
be scattered in Israel was carried out, but 
at the same time Jehovah saw to it that 
there were those who could supervise pure 
worship present in all the tribal portions 
of the land.—Num. 10:1-10; Leviticus 
chap. 21; Num. 35:6; Gen. 49:5, 7.

14 Instruction was given through Moses 
for the various offerings that could be 
brought to the tent of meeting, some of 
them community offerings and some of 
them family or personal offerings; sin 
offerings for wrongs committed, guilt 
offerings on account of guilt that in some 
way might become attached to the offer- 
ers; voluntary offerings of thanksgiving 
and offerings made on the occasions of 
making some vow before Jehovah. (See 
Leviticus, chapters 1 through 7.) Then, 
once each year, there were atonement day 
sacrifices, offered on the tenth day of the 
seventh month. This was when a special 
recleansing and resanctifying of the en- 
tire tent arrangement was to take place, 
as though readying the nation for another 
year in which they might continue to 
have Jehovah’s presence and favor with 
them. (Leviticus chap. 16) This was the 
one day of each year when the high priest 
penetrated the Most Holy with the blood
14. (a) What are some of the offerings that were 
brought to the tent of meeting? (b) What was unique 
about the atonement day sacrifices?
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blows that came upon temple and city, 
priesthood and people, first in 607 B.C.E. 
and then again in 70 C.E. Since the nation 
failed to obey strictly the voice of Jehovah 
their Savior and to keep his covenant, they 
did not qualify to become his “special 
property” out of all peoples of earth. Je- 
hovah’s judicial decision is therefore ex- 
pressed by his prophet: “Because the 
knowledge [of my will] is what you your- 
self have rejected, I shall also reject you 
from serving as a priest to me.”—Hos. 4:6.

18 That entire arrangement of holy place, 
priesthood and regulations did, however, 
point to the need for some greater pro- 
vision for the relief of men from the bur- 
den of sin and for bringing them into 
closer communion with the immaculate 
Father in heaven. Also, since the people of 
natural Israel, as a nation, failed to qual- 
ify as Jehovah’s firstborn and priestly na- 
tion, we can be confident that he would 
in due time reveal how such a “holy na- 
tion” would be formed, to his own praise 
and the blessing of all families of the 
ground. It should also be noted that those 
provisions for national worship had much 
to do with outward cleansing and offered 
very little of inner cleansing whereby the 
people might enjoy a good conscience 
toward God. All peoples, therefore, includ- 
ing the Israelites, still labored under 
the handicap of a bad conscience, a con- 
sciousness of being impure and naked be- 
fore the eyes of God, and having no one 
worthy and able to present an adequate 
offering in their behalf. That Aaronic 
priesthood, with all its ministrations, 
having only “a shadow of the good things 
to come, but not the very substance of the 
things, [it] can never with the same 
sacrifices from year to year which they
19, 20. (a) What benefits are derived from our knowl- 
edge of those dealings with Israel? (b) In what way 
did Israel share the handicap upon all nations? 
(c) What weaknesses needed to be overcome?
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grand temple constructed by Solomon in 
the city of Jerusalem. But the people con- 
tinually gravitated toward idolatry and 
unclean pagan practices. Even this repre- 
sentative priesthood proved unfaithful! In 
fact, not long after that initial installation 
Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, suffered 
fiery death at the hand of Jehovah for 
daring to perform unauthorized rites with- 
in his holy place of worship. The sons of 
Eli later presented another disappointing 
example of greedy men who used the holy 
office of priest to serve their own profane 
and selfish ends. The prophet Micah, in a 
later day, could rightly charge that Israel’s 
“own priests instruct just for a price,” 
and not out of love for Jehovah and their 
fellow worshipers.—Lev. 10:1, 2; 1 Sam. 
2:12-17; Mic. 3:11.

17There were some faithful members 
of this priesthood whose records shine 
out in vivid contrast to the course of the 
faithless ones. Phinehas, grandson of 
Aaron, demonstrated commendable zeal 
for pure worship when he promptly slew 
the son of an Israelite chieftain and a 
pagan princess as they engaged in for- 
bidden sex relations. Jehovah gave him, 
in reward, a “covenant of peace,” 
“the covenant of a priesthood to time 
indefinite.” Jehoiada, who courageously 
protected and instructed the young prince 
Jehoash of Judah, saving him from the 
murderous campaign of his pagan grand- 
mother, Athaliah, furnishes another fine 
example.—Num. 25:1-13; 2 Chron. 22:11; 
23:1-3.

18 As we reflect upon the subsequent his- 
tory of Israel we must realize that the 
Aaronic priesthood failed on the whole to 
elevate the minds and hearts of the peo- 
pie and bring them closer to God. It did 
not ward off the well-deserved, desolating
17. Were there some good examples of faithfulness in 
the priesthood?
18. Why did not the typical nation qualify to become 
Jehovah’s “special property” ?
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ness of human imperfection as noted in the 
mediator Moses, in the high priest Aaron 
and his underpriests, and in the entire 
people ever be overcome? Jehovah him- 
self provides the happifying answer, which 
we shall discuss in the next issue of The 
Watchtower.

offer continually make those who approach 
perfect.״—Heb. 10:1.

20 How, then, and upon what basis could 
people ever hope to draw near to the God 
of heaven, the Source of life, and enjoy 
with him a relationship unclouded by a 
bad conscience? How could the fatal weak­

apostle Paul showed that Jesus is “the me- 
diator of a correspondingly better cove- 
nant, . . .  he has made the former one 
obsolete.” (Heb. 8:6, 13) Paul also said: 
“You are not under law but under unde- 
served kindness.” (Rom. 6:14) Of course, 
where a Christian requirement has the 
same underlying principle as a require- 
ment of the Law, then it can be helpful 
to note also how that particular matter 
was handled then.

“LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF”
Jesus said: “You must love your neigh- 

bor as yourself.” (Matt. 22:39) As a per- 
son is to love his neighbor, he is also to 
love himself. That means he ought to take 
care of his mind and body. The Christian, 
therefore, should not needlessly jeopardize 
his life, for that would bring no honor to 
God. Since a Christian has dedicated his 
life to do God’s will, he is to protect it 
so he can serve his Creator.—Rom. 12:1.

Jesus did not give up his life needlessly. 
On one occasion, those listening to him 
“became filled with anger; and they rose 
up and hurried him outside the city, and

IN A world so filled with crime and 
violence, the protection of one’s life 

and property is a matter of increasing 
concern.

This problem confronts everyone, in- 
eluding you. If you are one of Jehovah’s 
witnesses you also have to contend with 
an additional problem in this regard: the 
opposition that comes as a result of your 
faithfulness to Jehovah God.

To determine how to handle matters 
connected with self-defense, the Christian, 
dedicated to do the will of Jehovah, goes 
to the highest source of wisdom, God’s 
Word. Through a study of the Bible, he is 
aided to appreciate the laws and principles 
by which he is to be guided.—2 Tim. 3:16, 
17.

Does this mean that the Christian is to 
pay back wound for wound, blow for blow, 
as mentioned in the Law that God gave 
to ancient Israel, since that is in the Bi- 
ble? (Ex. 21:24, 25) No, for Christians 
are not under that Law. After Jesus Christ 
died, that Law arrangement came to an 
end. It was succeeded by something bet- 
ter, the Christian system of things. The



Brooklyn, N .Y.

portation, or perhaps even at your place 
of work. The principle to follow when 
confronted by such hostile person is: Do 
not add fuel to the fire. “Where there is 
no wood the fire goes out.” (Prov. 26:20) 
Instead, “an answer, when mild, turns 
away rage.” (Prov. 15:1) By talking in 
a kind, mild tone you may be able to turn 
away the wrath of the aroused person and 
avoid difficulty.

And if such mild answering does not 
quell the other person’s antagonism, then 
what? Proverbs 17:14 answers: “Before 
the quarrel has burst forth, take your 
leave.” Thus, as in the case of fleeing per- 
secution when it is possible, the Christian 
way is to get away from unreasonable per- 
sons to avoid difficulty whenever possible.

This avoiding of difficulty also means 
not taking unnecessary risks when travel- 
ing. Be cautious in dangerous neighbor- 
hoods, particularly at night. You might 
even change your secular occupation if 
it endangers your life by making it neces- 
sary to come home late through dangerous 
areas. Thus application of Christian princi- 
pies can help you avoid difficulty.

WHEN PERSONALLY CONFRONTED
However, there are times when difficulty 

cannot be avoided. For example, even in 
daylight hours you may be accosted by 
a robber who has a weapon. What can you 
do? You might try to reason with the 
robber, perhaps identifying yourself as a 
Christian minister, if you are one of Je- 
hovah’s witnesses. Many times this has 
resulted in Christians’ being left alone and 
safe.

But what if that will not suffice, and the 
accoster is determined to get some money 
at all costs? Ask yourself: Which is more 
important, my money or my life? Can I 
continue to serve Jehovah without the 
money I may have in my wallet or purse? 
Can I continue to serve Jehovah without
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they led him to the brow of the mountain 
. . .  in order to throw him down headlong.” 
Did Jesus try to get away? Yes, he did! 
The account tells us: “But he went 
through the midst of them and continued 
on his way.” In the turmoil, Jesus was 
able to get away to safety.—Luke 4:28-30.

The apostle Paul likewise loved his life 
and protected it. He fled from dangerous 
situations many times. (Acts 9:23-25; 14: 
5, 6) Even when he was taken into custody 
by the authorities, he worked for his re- 
lease by appealing to Caesar.—Acts 25:11.

The principle involved in these exam- 
pies was given by Jesus when he said: 
“When they persecute you in one city, 
flee to another.” (Matt. 10:23) Thus, it is 
the Christian course to try to avoid diffi- 
culty, when possible. Then the problem of 
how to defend one’s person will not arise.

AVOIDING DIFFICULTY
Even when there is not persecution 

because of one’s faith, the same general 
principle applies. For example, you may 
live in a city that undergoes rioting or 
other disorders. What are you to do? You 
can choose to flee the danger. How? It 
may not always be possible to leave the 
area, but you can retire to a safe place 
indoors and stay there until the danger 
has passed. As Proverbs 26:17 says: “As 
one grabbing hold of the ears of a dog is 
anyone passing by that is becoming furi- 
ous at the quarrel that is not his.” A per- 
son who heeds this advice does not get 
involved in the disturbances of this wicked 
system of things. He does not get near 
them even out of curiosity, but avoids 
them whenever possible. This serves as a 
protection to him.

Similarly, it is wise to seek to avoid 
being drawn into a situation where you 
may have to defend your person. For in- 
stance, you may meet a belligerent per- 
son on the street, when using public trans-
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assistance available. Such may bring your 
life in danger, but as Jesus said: “No one 
has love greater than this, that someone 
should surrender his soul in behalf of his 
friends.” (John 15:13) It might prove 
practical, depending upon the circumstanc- 
es, to go for help instead of trying to 
handle the situation alone. If there is a 
large group attacking one’s family or 
Christian brothers, the wise course may 
be to get police help if that is available. 
So the course to follow depends upon the 
circumstances. And even the same situa- 
tion may be handled in different ways by 
different ones. Each person will have to 
decide the best course to take depending 
upon what he knows of the situation at 
the moment.

ATTEMPTED RAPE
If you are a Christian woman, what 

should you do if, in spite of all precau- 
tions, you are set upon by a rapist? 
If you cannot deter him by reasoning, or 
by calling upon the name of Jehovah, then 
what? As a Christian you are under ob- 
ligation to resist. This resistance includes 
screaming and creating as much distur- 
bance as possible to try to frighten off the 
attacker and attract help. If the attack 
continues and you cannot break free to 
flee, then you would be justified even to 
inflict damage on your assailant if neces- 
sary. Resistance is imperative, because 
the rapist is after, not just money, but 
your virtue. An issue of integrity to Je- 
hovah’s laws is involved here. So by no 
means would it be proper quietly to sub- 
mit to rape, as that would be consenting 
to fornication.—1 Thess. 4:3.

The principle is like that set out at 
Deuteronomy chapter 22. There it states: 
“In case there happened to be a virgin 
girl engaged to a man, and a man actually 
found her in the city and lay down with 
her, you must also bring them both out
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my life? The answer is obvious. Life is 
far more valuable. Hence, it is extremely 
unwise to endanger your life just for mon- 
ey. And since many robbers today will 
not hesitate to use violence if the victim  
resists, it is the course of practical wisdom 
to let them have the money.

This same thought holds true if a thief 
enters your home. If he has a weapon, 
you may have no opportunity to call the 
police for assistance. The thief may be 
after money or other material items only. 
Resistance could end up in injury or death 
for many members of the family, so it 
would be unwise to resort to what some 
might consider “heroics” to defend ma- 
terial things. The safety of yourself and 
your loved ones comes first.

But what if you are accosted by a vio- 
lent person, one who begins to attack you? 
Then reasoning and peacefully handing 
over material possessions may no longer 
be enough. In this extreme situation the 
Christian is justified in protecting him- 
self. If unable to get away, or if in his own 
home, he can ward off blows and defend 
himself, doing what he can to restrain the 
attacker. Of course, if there are several, 
or many attackers, even this defense may 
prove unsuccessful.

True, a blow struck in self-defense 
might injure the assailant. But if it re- 
suited in killing the attacker, this should 
not be intentional. A Christian who might 
thus accidentally kill his assailant should 
recognize the seriousness of what has hap- 
pened. Realizing that he may bear blood- 
guilt for what has happened, even though 
it was unintentional, he ought to go hum- 
bly to God in prayer to seek his forgiveness 
through Christ Jesus.

What can be done if your family or 
spiritual brothers and sisters come under 
physical attack in your presence? You 
could undertake resistance as much as 
possible if there were no other means of
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sistance, it may occur that a 
Christian woman is seized by 
one or more assailants and 
raped. This has happened in 
recent times in the country 
of Malawi. Many Christian 
women were raped by mobs 
of vicious, animalistic males, 
mainly youths. This came as 
persecution; because they  
steadfastly refused to join in 
political activities that would 
compromise their integrity to 
Jehovah, they were attacked. 
Despite their defense, and the 

defense of husbands and other Christian 
brothers, they were all overpowered by 
sheer numbers. Yet, by resisting even un- 
der such circumstances Christian men and 
women show where they stand in the 
matter.

In such cases, Christians need to work 
hard to keep their balance and not resort 
to physical retaliation after such an at- 
tack, thinking this is the same as self- 
defense. It is proper to seek justice through 
all legal means, but it is not Christian to 
seek personal vengeance after the attack 
is over. “Vengeance is mine, and retribu- 
tion,” says Jehovah. (Deut. 32:35) Re- 
member, Jehovah knows full well the hurt 
that has been inflicted upon his servants. 
Are we to think that the great God of Jus- 
tice will not settle accounts in his due 
time? We can be certain that Jehovah will 
soon crush unrepentant wicked ones out 
of existence.

We can also be certain that Jehovah 
will reward his integrity-keeping servants 
with everlasting life in his new system of 
things. Mental and physical health will be 
restored to them in perfection, so that 
any hurt that Christians have received for 
maintaining integrity to God’s laws will 
in time fade from memory. God will com- 
pensate for the hurt of his people, so that

to the gate of that city 
and pelt  them  with  
stones, and they must 
die.” Why would the 
girl have died under 
that Law covenant?
The scripture contin- 
ues: “The girl for the 
reason that  she did 
not scream in the  
city.” If she did not 
make the ef fort  to 
s c r e a m ,  s h e  w a s  
viewed as consenting 
to fornication. But if 
the woman screamed and resisted and 
nonetheless was overpowered, then she 
was not guilty of complicity: “The girl 
. . . screamed, but there was no one to 
rescue her.”—Deut. 22:23-27.

Would it be different if the man had a 
weapon and threatened to kill you if you 
did not submit? No, the Scriptures plainly 
state that Christians are under obligation 
to “flee from fornication.” (1 Cor. 6:18) 
It is true that you face the possibility of 
death in this case. But you have no guar- 
antee that if you meekly submit, your 
assailant will not kill you anyhow to avoid 
identification.

Christian women are wise if they do 
all they can to avoid making themselves 
targets for rapists. Knowing that the mor- 
als of this generation are sinking to new 
lows, take every precaution. In unsafe 
areas avoid traveling alone after dark. As 
Ecclesiastes 4:12 states: “If somebody 
could overpower one alone, two together 
could make a stand against him. And a 
threefold cord cannot quickly be tom  in 
two.” Also consider how you dress. If a 
woman adopts the provocative, suggestive 
styles of dress now so prevalent, she indi- 
cates that she is a woman of loose morals, 
and in so doing she may invite trouble.

Yet, in spite of all precautions and re-

Resistance includes screaming and 
creating as much disturbance as 

possible
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attack? Did his followers? It is evident 
from 2 Corinthians 11:23-27 that the 
apostle Paul was often in dangerous 
territory. Yet, did he feel the obligation 
to carry a deadly weapon to protect him- 
self or young Timothy, who traveled with 
him? Can we imagine the apostles, or Je- 
sus, preaching the superior law of love 
and at the same time carrying on their ac- 
tivity armed with swords and lances?

The only reported occasion when Jesus’ 
followers had weapons was before receiv- 
ing the holy spirit at Pentecost. This was 
on the Mount of Olives. Why did they have 
weapons here? Because Jesus had told 
them to! (Luke 22:36-38) Why? So Jesus 
could demonstrate powerfully that, had 
he desired to resort to carnal weapons for 
self-defense, he could have. But he did not! 
Rather, he reprimanded the one who used 
his weapon, saying: “All those who take 
the sword will perish by the sword.” (Matt. 
26:51, 52) Thus, among other things, Je- 
sus showed he would not seek protection 
by means of such deadly weapons. It is 
as Paul later said: “The weapons of our 
warfare are not fleshly.”—2 Cor. 10:4.

This principle of not bearing carnal 
weapons for self-defense really serves as 
a protection in many instances. How so? 
Because resorting to deadly weapons to 
defend persecuted Christians would likely 
result in far greater hurt than by not using 
them. If God’s servants were to carry 
arms, and fire at their assailants when 
persecuted, it is very likely that the full 
wrath of the police, or even government 
troops, would descend upon them. Many 
more Christians would probably be killed 
than if they had not carried arms. And if 
Christians, such as those in Malawi, had 
been armed, would countries such as Mo- 
zambique have allowed them entry as 
peaceful refugees?

But what about training in such ‘arts’
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the horrible deaths in Roman arenas, Ger- 
man concentration camps or humiliations 
at the hands of beastly individuals such 
as in Malawi will not be remembered. 
“The former things will not be caUed to 
mind, neither will they come up into the 
heart.” (Isa. 65:17) It is always beneficial 
to remember what Jesus said: “Five spar- 
rows sell for two coins of small value, do 
they not? Yet not one of them goes for- 
gotten before God. But even the hairs of 
your heads are all numbered. Have no fear; 
you are worth more than many spar- 
rows.”—Luke 12:6, 7.

RESORT TO ARMS?
Such persecutions of Jehovah’s ser- 

vants cause some to wonder whether they 
should consider arming themselves with 
weapons such as revolvers and rifles to 
protect themselves and their loved ones.

True, in ancient Israel carnal weapons 
were used at times. But as noted previous- 
ly, Christians are not under the Law cov- 
enant. They are under the superior Chris- 
tian system of things, particularly the law 
of love. (John 13:34, 35) They have beat- 
en “their swords into plowshares and 
their spears into pruning shears.” (Isa. 
2:4) How, then, could they reverse this 
process and take up arms and still consid- 
er themselves Christians?

If a Christian armed himself for pro- 
tection, might he not kill some innocent 
person and incur bloodguilt before Jeho- 
vah? Additionally, in some cases the sight 
of a gun has caused robbers to fire their 
own weapons, taking the life of the victim. 
If the victim had not pulled out a weapon 
he might have been merely robbed, not 
killed. Also, in many cases having a gun in 
the house has resulted, not in protection 
for the family, but in death when the gun 
was accidentally fired, such as by young 
children.

Did Jesus arm himself in anticipation of
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But if we do not compromise, if we keep 
integrity to Jehovah, then, as Jesus said: 
“Whoever loses his soul for my sake will 
find it.”—Matt. 16:24-26.

So if you keep Jehovah and everlasting 
life in view at all times, you will be an 
integrity-keeper. Even when opposition or 
persecution endangers life, you will firmly 
pursue what pleases God: “For if some- 
one, because of conscience toward God, 
bears up under grievous things and suffers 
unjustly, this is an agreeable thing. For 
what merit is there in it if, when you are 
sinning and being slapped, you endure 
it? But if, when you are doing good and 
you suffer, you endure it, this is a thing 
agreeable with God.”—1 Pet. 2:19, 20.

Hence, stand firm. Grow mighty in the 
faith. Trust in Jehovah to give you 
strength to withstand any opposition or 
persecution that comes. “Throw your bur- 
den upon Jehovah himself, and he himself 
will sustain you. Never will he allow the 
righteous one to totter.” (Ps. 55:22) Thus, 
if you are a Christian there is no need for 
you to live in constant fear of assault or 
persecution. You can confidently face the 
future as you pursue your Christian 
course, knowing that, when difficult times 
come, Jehovah will sustain you.

Rejoice too in the knowledge that very 
soon Jehovah will bring his power to bear 
against this wicked system of things and 
will crush out of existence all those who 
cause hurt. And without fail he will re- 
ward his integrity-keeping servants: “For 
the upright are the ones that will reside in 
the earth, and the blameless are the ones 
that will be left over in it. As regards the 
wicked, they will be cut off from the very 
earth; and as for the treacherous, they will 
be torn away from it.”—Prov. 2:21, 22.
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of self-defense as boxing, karate and judo? 
With such skills a man can kill another 
person with his bare hands, which is why 
the hands of those so trained are viewed 
by many as lethal weapons. When Jesus 
was attacked he did not resort to vicious 
karate blows, nor did he try to flip his op- 
ponents on their backs judo-style. Jesus and 
his followers did not spend time training 
to fight physical battles. Thus, the Bible 
counsels Christians: “A slave of the Lord 
does not need to fight, but needs to be 
gentle toward all, . . . keeping himself re- 
strained under evil.” (2 Tim. 2:24) And 
keep in mind too that one who trains in 
physical self-defense is far more likely to 
resort to violence in difficult situations 
than to do what he can to avoid violence. 
No, such preparations are contrary to 
the spirit of Romans 12:18, which says: 
“If possible, as far as it depends upon you, 
be peaceable with all men.”

KEEP YOUR EYE ON EVERLASTING LIFE
A Christian does what he can to defend 

himself and his loved ones on a personal 
basis in harmony with Christian princi- 
pies. Yet, he also appreciates that his pres- 
ent life is not so important that he would 
compromise Jehovah’s laws to try to save 
that life. Obedience to Jehovah and ever- 
lasting life in his new system of things are 
far, far more important.

So the prime consideration in these “last 
days” is the keeping of integrity to Je- 
hovah, not the hanging on to the present 
life at all costs. Compromising God’s laws 
to save life now would really cost life, for 
as Jesus said: “Whoever wants to save 
his soul will lose it.” Jesus added: “For 
what benefit will it be to a man if he gains 
the whole world but forfeits his soul?”
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humans, for that would be idolatry. Paul and 
Barnabas knew this, so when the men of Lystra 
started treating them as gods, they implored: 
“Why are you doing these things? We also are 
humans having the same infirmities as you 
do.״ (Acts 14:1115־) When prostrating oneself 
before a human is done in an attitude of 
worship, it is wrong! Hence, when Cornelius 
did such a thing, Peter would not permit it, 
saying: “Rise; I myself am also a man.״ (Acts 
10:25, 26) It would be wrong to perform wor- 
shipful acts even to an angel, as was pointed 
out to John when he was overcome by emotion 
and was about to lose his spiritual balance and 
worship an angel.—Rev. 19:10; 22:8, 9.

These examples need to be borne in mind 
when it comes to giving honor to a tribal chief, 
judge or civil authority. Scripturally it would 
be wrong to ascribe to such humans the powers 
of a god. (Acts 12:22, 23) As for any particular 
case, the ones involved must decide whether 
customary respect for the office of one in 
authority is being requested, or whether the 
words and deeds expected amount to religious 
worship or violate the injunction: “Flee from 
idolatry.1) ״ Cor. 10:14) If a ruler is not even 
present and words or acts of adulation for 
him are required when only his picture is 
displayed or in greeting other persons, that 
would be an idolizing of him.—1 John 5:21.

The course of the early Christians is of 
interest in this regard. As we have already 
seen, Paul showed proper honor to Festus. 
Also, even though the ruling Caesar was by no 
means living according to Christian principles 
(having by that time murdered relatives, includ- 
ing his mother, and become notoriously im- 
moral), Paul respected his office and appealed 
to “Caesar.״—Acts 25:10-12.

Was this respect typical of Christians then? 
Yes! The book The Early Church and the World 
says: “When they were brought on trial, they 
usually pleaded their cause with courtesy and 
deference to their judges.״ Then commenting 
about men who in the second century wrote in 
defense of Christianity, it observes: “Their 
language is courteous; they observe the rules 
of official etiquette in giving the Emperors 
their full honorary titles, and they add com- 
plimentary expressions.״—Pp. 108, 109, 258, 259.

But does that mean that the early Christians 
could do everything they were expected to do 
in honoring civil officials? Could they, for 
example, call the emperor their Leader, Savior 
or God? Could they offer incense in his behalf? 
No, there was a limit as to how far they could

•  What is the Scriptural thing to do when a 
Christian is expected to stand or bow before 
a judge or ruler or to use some exalted form 
of address for such a person?—H. A., Africa.

Christians are encouraged by God to show 
respect for civil rulers or persons of authority. 
In regard to such superior authorities, the 
apostle Paul wrote under inspiration: “Render 
to all their dues, . . .  to him who calls for 
fear, such fear; to him who calls for honor, 
such honor.” (Rom. 13:1, 7) Paul also wrote 
that intercession could be made “concerning 
kings and all those who are in high station.״ 
(1 Tim. 2:1, 2) The customary way in which 
this honor and respect are expected to be ren- 
dered varies from place to place. It might 
include bowing to the ruler, prostrating oneself 
on the ground before him, rising when he 
enters the room or using some special form 
of address. In such cases, the Christian is 
called upon by local custom to show respect 
for the man’s official position, his office.

There is Biblical precedent for showing a 
degree of respect by assuming some special 
posture. Jacob bowed seven times on meeting 
Esau. (Gen. 33:3) The patriarch Abraham 
bowed down to the pagan natives of Canaan- 
land, the sons of Heth. (Gen. 23:7, 12) When 
Jesus was on earth, he, as Jehovah’s King- 
designate, allowed persons to do obeisance to 
him. (Matt. 8:2; 9:18) Since these actions did 
not involve actual worship of a human, they 
were permitted as demonstrations of respect. 
—Ex. 34:14; Matt. 4:10.

There are also Biblical examples showing 
how honor for persons in authority was ren- 
dered orally. Paul referred to the Roman gover- 
nor Festus as “Your Excellency Festus.” (Acts 
26:25) Both God’s servants and pagans used 
expressions such as, ״Let the king live to time 
indefinite,’ indicating the desire that the ruler 
have a long life.—1 Ki. 1:31; Dan. 3:9.

However, this matter of rendering honor to 
human authorities has limitations. Christians 
must remember that Jehovah alone deserves 
one’s worship. (Ex. 20:3-5; Ps. 100:3) A law 
that Jehovah has long stressed is that worship 
must not be given to created things, including
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ruler because of his actions, yet still striving to 
be peaceful, law-abiding citizens. The respect 
that others have for their fine conduct, and their 
own tact, might enable the Christians to follow 
the dictates of their conscience without inter- 
ference. (Acts 24:16) But if not, then they 
would have to be willing to accept the conse- 
quences of their decision.—1 Pet. 2:19.

One final point that deserves brief comment 
in this context is the importance of the Scrip- 
tural position of neutrality. Sometimes individ- 
uals who could conscientiously make an oral 
expression of respect for a civil authority are 
urged to join in shouting political slogans or 
in singing patriotic songs. To do so would 
amount to taking sides in the political affairs 
of the nations. Could a Christian do that, since 
Jesus said that true worshipers “are no part 
of the world, just as I am no part of the 
world״? (John 17:16) If one refused to share 
in such activities he might receive opposition 
temporarily, but the apostle Peter counseled: 
“It is better to suffer because you are doing 
good, if the will of God wishes it, than because 
you are doing evil.1—״ Pet. 3:17.

In all these matters Christians want to think 
first about maintaining acceptable worship and 
God’s approval. Guiding their lives so as to do 
this will work to their everlasting good, as it 
did for Jesus, who said: “In the world you will 
have tribulation, but take courage! I have 
conquered the world.״—John 16:33.
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go. We are told: “The normal expression of 
loyalty, alike to the emperor and to the imperial 
City, was to burn incense to his genius and to 
the genius of Rome. The Christian held that such 
action was to offer worship to gods or divinities 
that he did not recognize.״* What would the 
Christians do when called upon to sacrifice to 
the emperor, crossing the line, so to speak, 
from respect to religious worship? History 
answers: “Christians refused to . . . sacrifice 
to the emperor’s genius. . . .  It was also care- 
fully explained to [the Christian] that he was 
not worshiping the emperor; merely acknowl- 
edging the divine character of the emperor as 
head of the Roman state. Still, almost no 
Christians availed themselves of the chance 
to escape.־]״

So the early Christians refused to ascribe to 
a human ruler the powers of a god or to per- 
form religious acts of worship toward a civil 
authority, but they were willing to show proper 
honor. Yet, in some aspects of this matter 
conscience comes into play. Even when it is 
recognized that bowing to a ruler is just a 
common local form of respect for his position 
and not an act of worship, some Christians 
might decline participation. Or some might 
feel compelled to avoid using certain customary 
expressions of honor in regard to a specific

• The Rise of Christianity, Ernest William Barnes, 
pp. 300, 333.

t  Those About to Die, Daniel P. Mannix, pp. 135, 137.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
own and thus may be said to be on a joyful 
march to mankind’s millennium. They want to 
help others to join in this joyful march to 
mankind’s millennium. To that end, they urge 
everyone to read the Bible. During the month of 
June they will be calling at the homes of as 
many persons as possible to offer them a fine, 
modern-English Bible, the New World Transla- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures, along with a Bible- 
study aid booklet, for just $1.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS 
June 23: Seeking the Way of Approach to the

Source of Life. Page 332. Songs to Be 
Used: 69, 92.

June 30: A Typical Priesthood Points the 
Way. Page 339. Songs to Be Used: 93, 112.

FIELD MINISTRY
Happiness! Perfect health! Justice! Peace! 

To those who understand Bible prophecy these 
words have real meaning. ׳They describe the 
millennial reign of Jesus Christ. (Rev. 20:6) 
Jehovah’s Witnesses have made this hope their


