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THE PURPOSE OF

Every watchtower has its purpose.

"THE WATCHTOWER?”

It serves as an elevated place for a
wide-awake person with sharp vision. It enables him to see far ahead into
the distance and tell those below for whom he is a watchman what is
drawing near, whether it is a danger against which to prepare or it is
something good over which to be glad with strong faith and hope.

Because of having the name "The Watchtower” this magazine Justly
has to render a similar useful service to the people of all nations. This is
an international magazine and makes no racial distinctions, for we are all
facing a common world danger; we are all hoping for a common good.

Ever since "The Watchtower” began to be published in July of 1879 it
has looked ahead into the future, always striving to aid its readers to ad-
vance in knowledge and to gain a clearer picture of the glorious new order
of things that is in store for righteous mankind. No, "The Watchtower”
is no inspired prophet, but it follows and explains a Book of prophecy the
predictions in which have proved to be unerring and unfailing till now.
"The Watchtower” is therefore under safe guidance. It may be read with
confidence, for its statements may be checked against that prophetic Book.

Among the many nations of today there are hundreds of differing
religions. 'Which one does this magazine present? Not the confused religions
of Christendom, but the religion of the oldest sacred Book on earth. Which
Book? The Sacred Bible of the Holy Scriptures, written by inspiration in
the name of the Creator of heaven and earth, the only living and true God.

The sacred, nonpolitical purpose of "The Watchtower” is accordingly
to encourage and promote study of the Holy Bible and to give our many
readers the needed unsectarian help to understand that Book of true
religion and infallible prophecy. Thus this magazine will be helping them
to prove worthy of perfect life and happiness in God’s promised new order
under His everlasting kingdom of righteousness.
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NE of the reasons why the Bible en-

joys such a wide distribution, being
the best seller year after year, no doubt
is the basic wisdom of its counsel. Among
the many examples that might be given
are the words of Jesus Christ found at
Matthew 7:7: “Keep on seeking, and you
will find.”

While these words stress the need to
‘persevere in seeking good things, implicit
also in them is the thought that we will
usually find that which we persistently
seek. Thus if it is our nature to seek or
expect to find admirable qualities in oth-
ers we will most likely find them. On the
other hand, if we are unduly suspicious,
seeking or expecting to find bad traits in
others, we will most likely find such. All
of which, let it be noted, is in line with
the inspired words of the apostle Paul:
“All things are clean to clean persons. But
to persons defiled and faithless nothing is
clean, but both their minds and their con-
sciences are defiled.”—Titus 1:15.

Jehovah God sets us a fine example
in this regard, for he is not critically
watching us so as to find as much fault
with us as possible. He is not unduly
suspicious. Thus the inspired psalmist
wrote: “If errors were what you watch,
O Jah, O Jehovah, who could stand? For
there is the true forgiveness with you,

739

December 15, 1967 Number 24

in order that you may be feared.”—Ps.
130:3, 4.

An instance recorded in the Bible of Je-
hovah God's proceeding in this way is
found in his dealings with King Jehosha-
phat, an upright, God-fearing king of Ju-
dah. On one occasion this king foolishly
entered into a military alliance with wick-
ed King Ahab of Israel. God reproved
him, saying through his prophet Jehu: “Is
it to the wicked that help is to be given,
and is it for those hating Jehovah that you
should have love? And for this there is
indignation against you from the person of
Jehovah.” But because of King Jehosha-
phat's good previous record, God went on
to say: “Nevertheless, there are good
things that have been found with you,
because you have cleared out the sacred
[phallic] poles from the land and you have
prepared your heart to search for the true
God.” True, King Jehoshaphat had erred,
but still Jehovah God found good in him
and showed him mercy because of it
—2 Chron. 19:2, 3.

The loving thing is to seek good in
others. Not that we are to be gullible. Self-
ish men, especially in the commercial busi-
nesses of life, are ready to take advantage
of others; so the Bible proverb wisely
observes: “Anyone inexperienced puts
faith in every word, but the shrewd one
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considers his steps.” (Prov. 14:15) Like-
wise, we would err seriously if we endeav-
ored to find good in practices and organi-
zations that God condemns. (Gen. 3:1-5;
1 Tim. 2:14; Rom. 1:24-32; 2 Cor. 6:
14-18) But in our everyday relations with
associates, friends and relatives, to be
seeking or expecting to find bad in others
surely betrays a negative mental attitude
or disposition. Is such a course wise? By
no means, for as a poet once aptly ob-
served in regard to things meant to please
by reason of their beauty: “It is the best
rule for happiness in life as well as for
soundness of judgment ... to try to find
out why a thing is good, rather than why
it is bad.” After all, no one is perfect.

The antidote for the disposition to keep
looking for bad in others is unselfishness
or love. Love is trusting; that is why it
builds up. It is ready to believe good things
of others and to give them the benefit of
the doubt unless they prove themselves un-
worthy of our trust. In particular should
Christians in their dealings with fellow
Christians take to heart and act upon the
principles enunciated by the apostle Paul
in his description of how love works:
“Love . . . believes all things, hopes all
things.” (1 Cor. 13:4, 7) This is what
causes the witnesses of Jehovah to keep on
going from house to house. In spite of all
the skepticism and materialism in this
world, they look for and hope to find some
persons who long to learn more about God
and the Bible. And these Witnesses do find
what they are seeking!'—Ezek. 9:4.

This principle not only applies to a
person’s attitude in dealing with other
persons, but also applies to a person’s atti-
tude toward the Book of books, the Bible.
Here also people most generally are likely
to find what they are seeking: fine liter-
ature, interesting history, noble principles
or, above all else, the inspired Word of
God. But some persons approach the Bible
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with an extremely critical attitude, one of
“mistake hunting,” as it has been termed.
These also usually find, or at least appear
to find, what they were seeking: apparent
errors, contradictions or inconsistencies.
True, due to errors by copyists or by
translators, or because of changes in lan-
guage, problems have arisen. But more
often than not such problems are caused
by a superficial reading of the Bible.

Thus an elderly Christian woman of
African extraction and of limited educa-
tion who was going from house to house
in the Boston area, witnessing to her faith,
met a Harvard University student who
told her that he did not believe in the Bible
because it contradicted itself. As proof he
stated that in one place the Bible shows
that Jesus and John the Baptist are two
distinct persons, but in another place it
tells that Jesus was John the Baptist
raised from the dead. But this elderly
Christian woman was able to show the
student that it was not the Bible writer
Matthew that was saying that Jesus was
John the Baptist raised from the dead, but
that Matthew was merely recording the
fact that King Herod had this mistaken
notion.—Matt. 14:1, 2.

How many blessings and joys are denied
those who keep looking for the wrong
things, who look for, expect or hope to find
mistakes in the Bible or weaknesses and
shortcomings in their neighbors, relatives
or fellow Christians! How much wiser, not
to say anything about how much more
loving, it is to keep looking for truth and
wisdom in God’'s Word and to expect to
find admirable qualities in others!

That is also the right, the just course,
for is not that the attitude we want others
to display toward us? Surely! So here
again the rule of Jesus Christ applies:
“Just as you want men to do to you, do
the same way to them.”—Luke 6:31.



VWhat Do
CHILDREN

VERY child is in debt from

the moment that he takes his
first breath. The debt is to his parents who
are responsible for his being alive, and that
debt grows with each passing year as they
feed, clothe, educate and care for him.
Some children show appreciation by giving
their parents what they owe them, but a
great many do not.

In the Bible, at Proverbs 30:11, a truth
is stated that fits a great many children of
our time. It says: “There is a generation
that calls down evil even upon its father
and that does not bless even its mother.”
In another place the Bible foretold that in
the “last days” youths would be disobe-
dient to their parents and would be with-
out natural affection. (2 Tim. 3:1-4) We
see today what was foretold. There are
youths who curse their parents in fits of
anger. Some have even killed them. More
generally, however, there is a rebellious
attitude toward parents that is manifested
in disobedience, lack of consideration, un-
kindness and disrespect. Is such conduct
the way to express gratitude for the love
and care their parents have given them
from the time they were born? Obviously
not!

When young folks are passing through
the adolescent stage they
tend to come to the conclu-
sion that their parents do
not understand them because
their personal wishes seem

invariably to
run counter to
those of their
parents. Their
parents, for
example, may

Thelir
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require them to be home at a certain
hour at night, but the youths are like-
ly to regard this as an unreasonable
curb on them. Parents may insist that
their daughter dress in clothing that is less
revealing than that worn by many other
girls or they may forbid their son to asso-
ciate with a particular group of neighbor-
hood boys. To such young persons who
tend to be overly concerned about con-
forming to popular fads or being accepted
by others of their age-group, such restric-
tions seem to show lack of understanding.
But is that really so? Remember, their
parents were teen-agers once too. It is be-
cause their parents understand them and
the world in which both live that they put
such restrictions on them.

Parents know that late houi’'s mean loss
of sleep, which can affect a young person’s
health and efficiency at school. They know
better than the children do the moral
breakdown of the world and how it can
have a bad influence on immature young
people. They also are well aware of the
possible trouble youths can get into when
keeping late hours with other youthful
companions. So it is not from lack of
understanding that parents place restric-
tions on their children but
from a clear understanding of
what is in their
best interest. What
the children owe
their parents,
therefore, is a rec-
ognition that pa-
rental judgment is
better than their
own.
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RESPECT FOR PARENTS

In any organization, the one who exer-
cises authority is entitled to receive re-
spect from the others in the organization.
The family, which is actually a small or-
ganization of several persons, is no excep-
tion. The parents, and especially the
father, hold the position of authority in it
by virtue of the fact that they were the
founders of their particular family, having
given birth to the children. Since the chil-
dren are the inferiors in this family orga-
nization, is it not reasonable that they
should respect the authority of their
parents?

That children owe their parents respect
was made clear in God’'s law to the nation
of Israel. The fifth of the Ten Command-
ments was: “Honor your father and your
mother.” (Ex. 20:12) One of the meanings
of the word “honor” is the manifestation
of respect. Does it manifest respect when
a son argues with his parents because they
require him to be home at a certain hour
or because they instruct him to stay away
from companions that his parents regard
as likely to exert a bad influence? Would
it not be more in keeping with honoring
them to accept their wishes without
dispute?

Honoring one’s parents includes the
manner in which one speaks about them
in the presence of friends. Cursing one’s
parents or using unkind expressions about
them might bring a laugh from a group
of young people who have low regard for
adults, but it is being disloyal to one’s
father and mother. Would it not be more
in keeping with the love one’s parents have
shown him for him loyally to speak re-
spectfully of them?

Having respect for parents was such a
serious matter in the nation of Israel that
a son or daughter who struck or cursed his
father or mother was to be put to death.
The divine law stated: “One who strikes
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his father and his mother is to be put to
death without fail. And one who calls
down evil upon his father and his mother
is to be put to death without fail.” (Ex.
21:15,17) Such disloyalty to family head-
ship and such disrespect was a serious
matter. Although Christians are not under
the law covenant, this commandment does
establish a principle for them, a principle
of always having respect for their parents.

OBEDIENCE

Wisely the Bible counsels children: “You
children, be obedient to your parents in
everything, for this is well-pleasing in the
Lord.” (Col. 3:20) This is something they
owe their parents. Their obedience shows
respect for the authority of their parents
and for the headship that the father
Scripturally exercises in the family orga-
nization. Since it contributes to the peace
and unity of the whole family, they per-
sonally benefit from it.

Children need direction from an adult as
to what is right and what is wrong, and
their parents are the natural ones to whom
they can look for such direction. When
they obey their Christian parents by re-
fraining from doing forbidden things, they
learn to avoid what is bad, and when they
cooperate by doing what their parents tell
them to do, they learn to do good. When
parents base their judgment of what is
good and what is bad upon the righteous
laws and principles of God’s written Word,
their children learn by obedience the best
way to live and thus benefit to the full
from adult direction.

When parents tell children to do some-
thing a certain way, obedience is shown
not only by doing it, but by doing it the
way they were told to do it. A failing that
is not uncommon among children, and
even among adults, is to think that their
own way of doing something is better than
the way they were told to do it. Whether
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their way is better or not is immaterial.
Their superior told them to do it a certain
way, and that is the way the principle of
obedience obligates them to do it. If they
do not, it will have to be done over accord-
ing to the way they were told. So if a boy
goes to the store to buy some groceries
that his mother listed for him, he will not
be showing obedience if he decides to get
something different. His mother had a
reason for wanting
what was listed, and
it was not for him to
decide to buy some-
thing else. By being
obedient in small
things as well as big
things children can
show appreciation for what their parents
have done for them and respect for their
authority.

DISCIPLINE

It is the course of wisdom for children
to heed the discipline given them by their
parents. The word “discipline” includes the
thought of giving training that molds and
corrects. At times a child who does some-
thing that his parents consider to be wrong
has to be corrected by physical punish-
ment, and at other times verbal correction
is all that is necessary. (Prov. 13:24; 29:
15) In either case discipline is part of the
training that molds the personality of the
children. It prepares them to cope with the
problems and situations that they will en-
counter in their contacts with the world.
It guides their immature minds by giving
them a basis for making the right deci-
sions regarding their conduct. So it is with
good reason that the Bible counsels chil-
dren: “Listen, my son, to the discipline of
your father, and do not forsake the law of
your mother.”—Prov. 1:8.
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It is not uncommon for youths to object
to such discipline as doing chores about
the home or helping their parents operate
a business. Yet such work is an essential
part of the discipline from their parents.
It teaches them how to be industrious and
how to bear responsibility as well as help-
ing them to gain valuable skills. A certain
amount of work does more good for young
folks than would permission for them to
spend all their free
time doing whatever
they pleased. Al-
though young per-
sons may not realize
the value of the
work, love and re-
spect for parental au-
thority will prompt them to do whatever
work their parents tell them to do. Is it
not only right that they should use their
youthful strength to help their parents?
This, too, they owe them.

Young adults can show love for their
parents by being considerate of their par-
ents’ health and feelings. One of the ways
they can do this is to avoid bad actions
that would cause their parents to suffer
worry and mental anguish. That is show-
ing love. So also is kindness when speaking
to them. Being gruff, sarcastic, curt and
loud with one’s parents is actually being
disrespectful and unloving. How much bet-
ter it is for the temperament of all and the
peace of the family for youths to speak to
their parents in a kind, mild and respect-
ful manner.

The debt children owe their parents can
never be paid in full. They will always owe
them love, kindness and respect, even
when they become older and are free from
parental control.



ALLTHE NATIONS

"You will... be put on the stand before governors
and kings for my sake, for a witness to them. Also, in
all the nations the good news has to be preached first.
-Mark 13:9,10.

*~X T O NATION of this twentieth cen-
Cr tury has been able to prevent the
proclaiming of the “good news” inside its
borders. In the face of the threatening
calamitous end of all the nations of the
world the good news has had to be
preached in all the nations before their
end comes. The good news has been a
much-needed comfort to people of all races
and nationalities. The failure to preach the
good news would have left all people hope-
less amid this world distress that now
nears its catastrophic climax. The infal-
lible prophet who foretold the preaching
first of the good news among all nations
must have foreseen the need for such good
news to be preached in this most violent
century of all human history.

2The very speaker of this now time-
tested prophecy gave the good news that
was to be preached. He knew what would
be the only good news worth publishing at
the crucial time to which he pointed for-
ward, nineteen centuries into the future.
The actual carrying out of his prophecy
proves that he was no ordinary man. He
1. Without the preaching of the “good news,” in what

condition would the peoples of the nations have been
left, and why?

2. Why has the good news that the speaker of the
prophecy gave lived on till now?

744

was no newspaper
publisher and own-
er. He was no edi-
tor of some daily
newspaper having
the greatest circu-
lation of any of the great metropolitan
newspapers. The fact is, he never wrote a
book, booklet, pamphlet or tract. He did
not even write a chapter of the book that
is the most widely distributed and translat-
ed book ever on earth, the Sacred Bible.
Yet the good news that he gave so long ago
has lived on and is today being proclaimed
in all the nations. Almost unbelievable it
seems, and yet really believable it is, for
this extraordinary man was Jesus Christ,
whom his closest followers proved beyond
all doubt to be “the son of God.”

30nce he was talking about a city that
has been much in the world news particu-
larly since June of the year 1967—Jerusa-
lem. To the east of Jerusalem the moun-
tain from which he gave his prophecy
about the “good news” is still standing
—the Mount of Olives. The glorious temple
built by King Herod the Great is no longer
there in Jerusalem, but its absence down

3. On the Mount of Olives, why did Peter,
James and John have a question to ask Jesus?

Andrew,
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to

of the accuracy of his prophecy. Four of
his closest followers, namely, the apostles
Peter and Andrew, James and John, were
with him on the Mount of Olives, enjoying
a good view of the fair-looking city of Je-
rusalem and its temple. If you had heard
him tell what they had heard him tell
earlier in the day, you too would have had
a question to ask him.

SEeWATCHTOWEFL
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the apostles said to Jesus: “Teacher, see!
what sort of stones and what sort of
buildings!”

5 A person would have thought that such

a magnificent structure, so sturdy, would
stand for a couple of thousands of years,
like the temple of Athena, the Parthenon,
on top of the acropolis of Athens, Greece,
or like the Temple of Karnak at Thebes in

4 International travelers on sight-seeingincient Egypt. But, doubtless to the sur-

tours still flock to the place where that
temple stood up till the year 70 C.E. But it
was in early spring of the year 33 C.E.
that Jesus Christ and his apostles visited
that costly temple built by King Herod of
Jerusalem. As they were leaving it, one of
4,5. la) On what impressive things had one of the

apostles remarked to Jesus? (b) Why was Jesus’ reply
to this observant apostle doubtless surprising?

prise of the observant apostle, Jesus Christ
answered: “Do you behold these great
buildings? By no means will a stone be
left here upon a stone and not be thi'own
down.” The historian John Mark wrote
down this remarkable prophecy of Jesus
Christ, when at Rome, some years before
the prophecy was fulfilled through the Ro-
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man legions in the year 70 C.E. (Mark 13:
1, 2) Such destruction of their prized tem-
ple of worship would certainly mean a
change of affairs for the Jews.

6What a change in affairs the destruc-
tion of King Solomon’'s temple at that
same place in the year 607 B.C.E. had
meant to the Jewish nation! Remembering
this, the apostles Peter, Andrew, James
and John spoke inquiringly to Jesus Christ
as he sat on the neighboring Mount of
Olives with the gleaming temple in view.
But tell us, John Mark, what question they
asked him. Mark 13:3, 4 reports this ques-
tion: “Tell us, When will these things be,
and what will be the sign when all these
things are destined to come to a conclu-
sion?” If Jesus Christ had confined his de-
scription of the “sign” to apply to just the
destruction of the city of Jerusalem of his
day, it would, in its fulfillment, be merely
a matter of ancient history, almost nine-
teen hundred years ago, and not of too
much concern to us living now in these
most troublous times.

7However, Jesus plainly extended the
range of his prophetic answer far beyond
Jerusalem’s destruction in 70 C.E., namely,
as far as to what was foreshadowed by such
destruction of Jerusalem and its temple, so
that we should be most vitally concerned
today. Well, then, what was foreshad-
owed? It should be plain, for a shadow
always gives us the outline of the sub-
stance that stands in the way of the beam
of light. Well, then, do we mean that the
destruction of Jerusalem and its religious
temple outlined as by a shadow a destruc-
tion coming upon the organization and
structure of some religious system that
now claims to be of Jerusalem’s God? Yes,
6. (a) According to John Mark, what question did the
four apostles ask Jesus? (b) What would have made
Jesus’ prophetic reply only a matter of ancient history
to us of today?
7. (a) Jesus extended the range of his prophetic answer
to include what of concern to us today? (b) What

would that destruction signify about the present system
of things?
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and world developments show it to be
due in our day. The people in Christen-
dom have reason to believe that theirs
is the religious organization and structure
marked for destruction. But, horrified, you
may say in objection: ‘The destruction of
Christendom would mean nothing less than
the end of the world!” Well, you are right,
if by the expression “the end of the world”
you mean the “conclusion of the system
of things.”—Matt. 24:3, AV and 2W\.

8Well, then, this is really something for
us of today to be concerned about, since
we are to be involved in it. And we really
do need the good news about which Jesus
spoke. And so let us look into his prophecy.
Today millions of persons doubt even the
historical existence of Jesus Christ, that
he actually lived and died at Jerusalem,
and such persons would therefore feel no
need of a warning from Jesus against false
Christs. (Mark 13:5, 6) But if they are
old enough to have lived years before 1914,
they might feel that Jesus’ next piece of
advice was quite timely: “Moreover, when
you hear of wars and reports of wars, do
not be terrified; these things must take
place, but the end is not yet.” (Mark 13:7)
Yes, but from the words “not yet” let us
not get to feeling that the “end” will never
come, neither the destruction of Christen-
dom as foreshadowed by the destruction
of Jerusalem and its sacred temple.

“SIGN” PRECEDING THE END
9What, then, are we to expect before
that terrific “end” comes, and what is to
be the “sign” preceding it? Listen, now,
to what Jesus next says after having made
a dividing point in his prophecy by men-
tioning “the end.” See if you can identify

8. Do Jesus’ words, “The end is not yet,”
for not being concerned now?

9, 10. (a) How did Jesus make a dividing point in his
prophecy? (b) What was to be the “beginning of pangs
of distress,”” and what does the expression “beginning”
call for?

give reason
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and locate on the stream of time the ful-
fillment of what Jesus now says:

0 “For nation will rise against nation 12However,

and kingdom against kingdom, there will
be earthquakes in one place after another,
there will be food shortages. These are a
beginning of pangs of distress.” (Mark 13:
8) A “beginning” suggests also an end,
and this “beginning of pangs of distress”
must therefore closely precede the “end,”
accompanied as it will be by what was
foreshadowed in the terrible destruction
of ancient Jerusalem and her temple. That
being so, has mankind had any pangs of
distress such as those described by Jesus
and designated by him as being the “be-
ginning” that precedes the “end”? Let us
answer honestly.

“ An honest person will answer Yes,
mankind has had such pangs. World War
I, which started in 1914, was greater than
all the wars of previous human history
all put together. And there were also seri-
ous food shortages, with millions of
deaths, that came with and after World
War |. Yes, too, there were noteworthy
earthquakes in one place after another.
And, not to be overlooked, there were
pestilences, such as the Spanish flu of 1918
after World War | ended, this flu alone
killing off twenty million victims. John
Mark’s personal friend, Doctor Luke, men-
tions pestilence in his historic account of
Jesus’ prophecy regarding the same pe-
riod. Millions of us older people remember
these things so well, for we lived through
those perilous events. (Luke 21:10, 11)
Talk about “pangs of distress”! The dis-
tress introduced by those events that at-
tended and followed World War | has not
ceased down till this day, nor even grown
less. So what a fitting time this is for
. What does an honest person identify that “be-
ginning of pangs of distress’* as being? (b) What, then,

is a fitting time for good news such as Jesus Christ
could give? Why?
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good news such as Jesus Christ could give
us!

according to what Jesus
said next in his prophecy his faithful fol-
lowers were not to have such an easy,
comfortable time from even the days of
the apostles onward. He said: “As for you,
look out for yourselves; people will deliver
you up to local courts, and you will be
beaten in synagogues and be put on the
stand before governors and kings for my
sake, for a witness to them. Also, in all
the nations the good news has to be
preached first. But when they are leading
you along to deliver you up, do not be
anxious beforehand about what to speak;
but whatever is given you in that hour,
speak this, for you are not the ones speak-
ing, but the holy spirit is. Furthermore,
brother will deliver brother over to death,
and a father a child, and children will rise
up against parents and have them put to
death; and you will be objects of hatred
by all people on account of my name. But
he that has endured to the end is the one
that will be saved.”—Mark 13:9-13.

BIn spite of all this religious persecu-
tion against true, apostolic Christians
amid international war, food shortages,
earthquakes and pestilences, the *“good
news” has to be preached first in all the
nations. Evidently the preaching of the
good news was not to gain for the active
true Christians general favor with the na-
tions and peoples. But here it is time to
ask, Just what is “the good news”? Peo-
ple in heathendom, in Jewry, in Islam and
in Christendom have tried to overlook the
key person and to leave him out as man’s
last hope, but there can be no truly “good
news” today with Jesus Christ not includ-
ed in it. That is why the historian John
Mark opens up the life account about him

12. According to what Jesus next said, how were his
faithful followers to fare?
13. (a) Despite what must the “good news"™ be
preached? (b) Without what key figure can there really
be no *“good news" today?
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saying: “The beginning of the good news
about Jesus Christ.”—Mark 1:1.

S&eWATCHTOWEFL

N.Y.

Brooklyn,

Matt. 20:28) But what kind of government
will it be—this kingdom of God with Je-

X4 Jesus himself recognized his insepasus Christ his Son as King over mankind?

rable connection with the “good news,”
saying: “Whoever loses his soul for the
sake of me and the good news will save
it.” “No one has left house or brothers or
sisters or mother or father or children or
fields for my sake and for the sake of the
good news who will not get a hundredfold
now in this period of time, . .. and in the
coming system of things everlasting life.”
“Wherever the good news is preached in
all the world, what this woman did [to
me] shall also be told as a remembrance
of her.”—Mark 8:35; 10:28-30; 14:9.

“THE KINGDOM”

¥ That kingdom must be the one fore-
told by the prophet Daniel at Babylon in
the seventh and sixth centuries before our
Common Era, for Jesus Christ connected
his own prophecy to his four apostles with
the prophecy of Daniel, as he went on to
say: “However, when you catch sight of
the disgusting thing that causes desola-
tion standing where it ought not (let the
reader use discernment), then let those in
Judea begin fleeing to the mountains. . . .

F Rightly, then, Jesus Christ himself<eep praying that it may not occur in

preached the “good news,” for no one
could preach it better than he could. (John
7:46) In confirmation of this, John Mark
reports: “Now after John [the Baptist]
was put under arrest Jesus went into Gali-
lee, preaching the good news of God and
saying: ‘The appointed time has been ful-
filled, and the kingdom of God has drawn
near. Be repentant, you people, and have
faith in the good news." "—Mark 1:14, 15.

wintertime; for those days will be days of
a tribulation such as has not occurred from
the beginning of the creation which God
created until that time, and will not occur
again. In fact, unless Jehovah had cut
short the days, no flesh would be saved.
But on account of the chosen ones whom
he has chosen he has cut short the days.”
—Mark 13:14-20.

is The “disgusting thing that causes des-

B Ah, the good news back there waslation” is the one foretold in Daniel 11:

about the kingdom of God, and especially
that it had drawn near. The kingdom of
God is a good thing, in fact, the best and
only thing for all mankind, and the news
that it has drawn near would be good
news of the most vital importance. It had
drawn near nineteen centuries ago in that
Jesus Christ, whom God had anointed to
be the Messianic king in the heavenly gov-
ernment, had come to earth as a man in
order to die a martyr’s death for preach-
ing and teaching that kingdom of God and
at the same time die as a ransom sacrifice
for all sinful mankind. (John 18:36, 37,

14. What did Jesus say to show his inseparable con-
nection with the “good news”?

15. According to John Mark, what did Jesus himself
do about the ‘‘good news”?

16. What was the good news back there, and why was
that good news?

31 and 12:11. (See Matthew 24:15; Luke
21:20, 21.) After foretelling the setting up
of this “disgusting thing that causes deso-
lation,” the prophet Daniel also foretells
the outbreak of this unparalleled “tribula-
tion” or “time of distress” that Jesus
Christ foretold to his apostles. (Dan. 12:1)
So the kingdom of God that Jesus said had
to be preached as good news must be the
same kingdom of God about which Daniel
himself prophesied earlier. Daniel foretold
that it must come along with an unprece-
dented time of trouble for the nations of
the world. What else could Daniel have
meant when he spoke of the last ones of
17,18. (a) How did Jesus connect up the kingdom of
the good news with the kingdom foretold by Daniel?

(b) According to Daniel, along with what must God's
kingdom come, as also foretold by Jesus?



December 15, 1967

the political rulers of this wicked world
and said the following?

D“In the days of those kings the God
of heaven will set up a kingdom that will
never be brought to ruin. And the king-
dom itself will not be passed on to any
other people. It will crush and put an end
to all these kingdoms, and it itself will
stand to times indefinite.”—Dan. 2:44.

2“1 kept on beholding in the visions of
the night, and, see there! with the clouds
of the heavens someone like a son of man
happened to be coming; and to the Ancient
of Days he gained access, and they brought
him up close even before that One. And to
him there were given rulership and dignity
and kingdom, that the peoples, national
groups and languages should all serve even
him. His rulership is an indefinitely lasting
rulership that will not pass away, and his
kingdom one that will not be brought to
ruin. ... As for the fourth beast, there is
a fourth kingdom that will come to be on
the earth, that will be different from all
theother kingdoms; and it will devour all
the earth and will trample it down and
crush it. . . . And the Court itself proceed-
ed to sit, and his own rulership they finally
took away, in order to annihilate him and
to destroy him totally. And the kingdom
and the rulership and the grandeur of the
kingdoms under all the heavens were given
to the people who are the holy ones of the
Supreme One. Their kingdom is an indefi-
nitely lasting kingdom, and all the ruler-
ships will serve and obey even them.”
—Dan. 7:13, 14, 23-27.

2L This is the kingdom of God, the estab-
lishment of which means the best news
ever published to mankind. But that heav-
enly kingdom was not established in the
year 70 of our Common Era. In that year

19, 20. (a) How did Daniel foretell trouble for the na-
tions in chapter two? (b) In chapter seven?

21. (a) Did the Christians see God’s kingdom estab-

lished there in the Middle East in 70 C.E.? (b) How
did the OIld Jerusalem of the present day come about?
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Jesus’ prophecy was fulfilled concerning
the destruction of Jerusalem and of its
temple without leaving one stone upon an-
other not thrown down. The Jewish Chris-
tians were not caught in that destruction,
for they had followed Jesus’ advice and
had fled to the mountains outside of Ju-
dea and Jerusalem. They kept on preach-
ing elsewhere the coming of God's king-
dom, for they knew that it had not come
there at Jerusalem’s destruction. Instead
of God’'s Messianic kingdom being estab-
lished there at Jerusalem in the hands of
the glorified Messiah, Jesus Christ, the
conquering Romans set up a pagan city
sixty-one years later (131 C.E.). They
gave it the status of a Roman colony and
called it Aelia Capitolina. That city, with
some alterations, has stood down till this
day.

2 That destruction of Jerusalem and des-

olation of the province of Judea, as fore-
told by Jesus Christ and as described by
the Jewish historian Flavius Josephus, was
a horrible affair. But it did not match Je-
sus’ description of “days of a tribulation
such as has not occurred from the begin-
ning of the creation which God created
until that time, and will not occur again.
In fact, unless Jehovah had cut short the
days, no flesh would be saved.” (Mark 13:
19, 20) By way of comparison with the
terrible destruction in the Middle East in
the year 70 C.E., what about World War |
in the years 1914-1918 C.E.? What about
World War Il in the years 1939-1945,
which culminated with the explosion of
two atomic bombs, the first ones used in
war? What about the possibilities for trib-
ulation, destruction and horror of another
world war, with nuclear bombs carried to
their targets by long-range missiles, ac-
companied by the world’s greatest famine
22. (a) Did Jerusalem’s destruction in 70 C.E. match
Jesus’ prophecy about tribulation? (b) Alongside what

recent tribulation does Jerusalem's destruction fade
away to nothing?
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and with a pestilence spread by scientifi-
cally made disease-germ spreaders and the
atmosphere poisoned by radiological de-
vices? Alongside such calamities, Jerusa-
lem’s destruction in 70 C.E. fades away to
nothing.

ZBNo, indeed, Gentile (non-Jewish) rule
of the earth was not meant to end in the
year 70 C.E. by the setting up of God’s
Messianic kingdom in the heavens. Jesus
Christ himself said so. In his very proph-
ecy to his apostles, as reported by the his-
torian Doctor Luke with some details not
given by John Mark, he foretold earthly
Jerusalem’s destruction and said: “There
will be great necessity upon the land and
wrath on this people; and they will fall
by the edge of the sword and be led cap-
tive into all the nations; and Jerusalem
will be trampled on by the nations, until
the appointed times of the nations are ful-
filled.”"—Luke 21:23, 24.

2AThe Gentile Times, or “the appointed
times of the nations,” which began back
in 607 B.C.E. at the first destruction of
Jerusalem and her temple by the Babylo-
nians, were to continue on after the second
destruction of Jerusalem and her temple
in 70 C.E. Till when? Daniel's prophecy
again comes to our aid, and its chapter
four shows that these appointed times of
the Gentiles’ world domination without in-
terruption by God's Messianic kingdom
were to run all together for 2,520 years,
or down till 1914 C.E.

THE GOOD NEWS TO BE PREACHED—WHEN?

SNote here, please, one prominent fact
in support of this: The preaching of the
good news about God's kingdom *“first”
and “in all the nations” was not accom-

23. How did Jesus show that Gentile rule of all the
earth was not to end in 70 C.E. by any establishment
of God’s kingdom then?

24. When did the Gentile Times begin, and when were
they to end?

25. In the light of what Paul wrote from Rome to the
Colossians, what shall we say about the accomplishment
of the preaching work by 70 C.E.?
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plished by the year 70 C.E. True, the
preaching had spread throughout the Ro-
man Empire’s domain. The apostle Paul
carried it on in Rome, Italy, although held
prisoner there for years. (Acts 28:16-31)
And from his prison quarters in Rome he
wrote to the Christian congregation in
Colossae and said: “The telling of the
truth of that good news which has present-
ed itself to you, even as it is bearing fruit
and increasing in all the world just as it
is doing also among you . . . you continue
in the faith, . . . not being shifted away
from the hope of that good news which
you heard, and which was preached in all
creation that is under heaven.” (Col. 1:
5, 6, 23) The apostle Peter reached old
Babylon in Mesopotamia, which was then
outside the Roman Empire. (1 Pet. 5:13)
This was years before Judea and Jerusa-
lem were desolated in the year 70 C.E.

D And yet, despite such spread of the

“good news” even before 70 C.E., the apos-
tle John in a vision that occurred possibly
twenty-six years after the wrecking of Je-
rusalem and her temple was told: “You
must prophesy again with regard to peo-
ples and nations and tongues and many
kings.” (Rev. 10:11) In describing all the
vision, the apostle John speaks of the
“great tribulation” as being still future, al-
so of the destruction of Babylon the Great
and the fighting of the “war of the great
day of God the Almighty” at the place
called Armageddon as still future from his
day. (Rev. 16:13 to 19:21) In no way,
then, was Jesus’ prophecy about preaching
the “good news” first in all the nations ful-
filled in the first century C.E. So onward
the preaching of God's kingdom had to go.
From the days of the Roman Emperor
Constantine, in the fourth century, there
was a preaching of God’s kingdom as hav-

26. (a) In the Revelation vision given to the apostle
John, how was it indicated that the preaching work
was not all accomplished in 70 C.E.? (b) What was
preached about God's kingdom from Emperor Constan-
tine's time onward?
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ing been established because the emperor
made the compromising form of Christian-
ity of his day the State religion. The reign
of Christ for a millennium (a thousand
years) came to be understood as having
begun and as being in progress.
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nos].'” (1 Pet. 2:9) But that race or gen-
eration would by now be a race or genera-
tion over nineteen hundreds of years old.
The life length of such a generation would
not be a brief time, and so it would not be
confined to a limited time of tremendous

ZWell, now, what about this preachingurgency. However, the expression “this

of God’'s kingdom from even the days of
the apostles and down to the end of the
Gentile Times in the year 1914? Was this
the fulfillment of Jesus’ words: “In all the
nations the good news has to be preached
first”? (Mark 13:10) It was thought so
until early in this twentieth century.* But
note this: AIll such preaching of God's
kingdom was done before the ending of
the Gentile Times in 1914 and it published
God's kingdom as coming, by world con-
version, as many religionists of Christen-
dom thought. Well, then, would such long-
extended preaching, stretching out over
almost nineteen centuries, be of itself any
proof or indication that God's kingdom
had come? No! It is true that, in his
prophecy foretelling the Kingdom preach-
ing, Jesus said: “Truly | say to you that
this generation [gened] will by no means
pass away until all these things happen.
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my
words will not pass away.” But what about
that expression “this generation” >—Mark
13:30, 31

BBy that expression Jesus was not re-
ferring to the entire church or congrega-
tion of his faithful disciples, from the day
of Pentecost of 33 C.E. until the glorifi-
cation in heaven of the last member of
Christ's congregation. True, the apostle
Peter wrote to the Christian congregation
and said: “You are ‘a chosen race [ge-

* See the book The Battle of Armageddon, published
by the Watch Tower Society in 1897, pages 169, 567, 568.

27. (a) The preaching from apostolic days down to 1914
C.E. treated God’s kingdom from what standpoint?
(b) Also, would that preaching of God’s kingdom over
so long a time prove that it had come?

28. (a) Would the expression “this generation” as ap-
plied to the Christian congregation mark out a time of
urgency? (b) What is the generation meant?

generation” was used by Jesus to mark a
very limited period of time, the life-span
of members of a generation of people liv-
ing during the time that certain epoch-
making events occurred. According to
Psalm 90:10, that life-span could be of
seventy years or even of eighty years.

DlInto this comparatively short period
of time must be crowded all the things
that Jesus prophesied in answer to the re-
quest for a “sign when all these things are
destined to come to a conclusion.” (Mark
13:4) Because of its being a part of the
“sign,” the preaching of the “good news”
first in all the nations must be a special
preaching that is carried on to a finish
during the lifetime of “this generation.”
It must, therefore, be an urgent work,
which fact is one reason why it must be
done “first.”

PTo be part of the “sign” asked for in
Mark 13:4, the particular preaching of the
“good news” first in all the nations would
have to come after the Gentile Times
closed in the early autumn of 1914. It must
come after the “beginning of pangs of dis-
tress” started in that year. How sorely the
poor people of all nations would need good
news then under those circumstances! The
news would be *“good news” about the
same kingdom of God that Jesus and his
apostles preached back there in the first
century C.E. That kingdom is needed now,
since 1914, more than ever before, for
there is only the one kingdom of God for

29. What must take place with urgency during “this
generation” ?

30. (a) When was the Kingdom preaching of Mark 13:
10 due to begin? (b) Was it about the same kingdom

about which Jesus and his apostles preached?
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the lasting peace, security, happiness and
salvation of the world of mankind. Yet to
the preaching so much more would be add-
ed now in comparison with the *good
news” preached by Jesus and his disciples
nineteen centuries ago. The good news of
the day would be richer. How so0?

3l Well, think of all the fulfillments
prophecy that have taken place in our
time. Why, for decades before 1914, Bible
students associated with the magazine
Watch Tower and with the Watch Tower
Bible & Tract Society looked for God's
Messianic kingdom to come into full power
in 1914. Why? Because the Gentile Times,
“the appointed times of the nations,” were
to end in the fall of that year, as marked
out by the Bible timetable. Just as the
start of the Gentile Times in the fall of
the year 607 B.C.E. marked the overturn-
ing of the typical, miniature kingdom of
God in King David’s royal line among the
natural Jews or Israelites, so the converse
or opposite would take place at the ending
of the Gentile Times 2,520 years later in
1914. What? The restoring, the reestab-
lishing of God’s Messianic kingdom in the
hands of the Permanent Heir to the throne
of King David.
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invisible spirit person, too glorious for hu-
man eyes to see directly.—1 Tim. 6:14-16.

BHence his ruling over mankind must
be invisibly, and not on a visible material
throne in OId Jerusalem in the Middle
East, at the site where the ancient kings
of the royal line of David used to sit.

ofThose earthly kings sat there on what was
called “Jehovah’s throne.” (1 Chron. 29:
23) But Jesus Christ now actually sits on
Jehovah’s real throne, at Jehovah's right
hand, and from there in heaven he now
reigns in the midst of his enemies and will
reign for a thousand years after the war
of Armageddon and the binding of Satan
and his demons. (Heb. 1:1-4; 10:12, 13;
Rev. 3:21, 7; 5:5) He is mightier than
all previous kings of King David’'s line.

3#In view of all this, it was not neces-
sary for Jesus Christ and his heavenly an-
gels to drive the non-Christian Turks out
of Jerusalem and Palestine at the time
that the Gentile Times ended in 1914 and
set up a throne at earthly Jerusalem in or-
der to begin reigning as the Messianic
King amidst his enemies. He now reigns
in the “city of the living God, heavenly
Jerusalem,” on the heavenly Mount Zion.
(Heb. 12:22, 23) No longer is the king-

2 Who is that Permanent Heir in Dadom of the royal line of David in an over-

vid's royal line? All twenty-seven books
of the inspired Christian Holy Scriptures
(written in Greek) acclaim Jesus Christ
as that Permanent Heir of King David.
(Matt. 1:1-16; Rom. 1:1-3; Rev. 5:5; 22:
16) Though he sacrificed his perfect flesh-
ly body as a ransom for dying mankind
nineteen centuries ago, he still retained
his right to King David’s throne when Al-
mighty God raised him from the dead as
an immortal spirit person in heavenly glo-
ry and summoned him back to heaven.
(Ps. 110:1, 2; Acts 2:34-36) He is now an

31. Why was the
to be richer?
32. Who is the Permanent Heir in David’s royal line,
and how could that one today be such?

“good news’' predicted in Mark 13:10

turned condition; no longer is it trampled
on by the Gentiles, for the location of his
kingdom has been transferred from earth-
ly Jerusalem to *“heavenly Jerusalem.”
(Ezek. 21:25-27; Luke 21:24) Never again
will the Gentile world powers trample on
that Davidic kingdom, for never will they
be able to trample upon the “heavenly Je-
rusalem.” This situation has been true
since the Gentile Times ended in 1914, at
which time the heavenly kingdom was
born.—Rev. 12:1-5.

33. From where
34. (a) Why, in
enemies out of

(b) Why is the
now over?

must he rule, and
1914, did he not
Old Jerusalem in
trampling, spoken

in what stages?

need to drive the
the Middle East?
of in Luke 21:24,



WHAT NOW DISTINGUISHES

VER since the end of the Gentile
Times in 1914 something of very pres-
ent importance has been added to the
“good news of God” that Jesus Christ used
to preach in the Middle East, preaching to
as many cities as possible, just as he said
on one occasion: “Also to other cities |
must declare the good news of the king-
dom of God, because for this | was sent
forth” (Luke 4:43; 8:1; 16:16) After his
death and resurrection and his glorifica-
tion in heaven, his apostles and faithful
disciples preached the good news of the
coming kingdom of God. (Acts 20:24, 25;
28:30, 31) What vital thing has now been
added to the good news of the kingdom
of God that Jesus Christ and his zealous
apostles used to preach nineteen hundred
years ago? This, namely, the birth of God'’s
Messianic kingdom in the heavens at the
end of the Gentile Times in 1914. And
after the ensuing war in the invisible
heavens and the ouster of Satan the Devil
and his demons from heaven and down to
earth, this announcement was sounded
forth, to be added to the good news, as
stated in Revelation 12:9-12:
2“Now have come to pass the salvation
and the power and the kingdom of our
God and the authority of his Christ, be-
cause the accuser of our brothers has been
hurled down, who accuses them day and
night before our God! ... On this account
be glad, you heavens and you who reside

1, 2. (a) What of very present importance has been
added to the good news preached by Jesus and his
aposAtes? (b) After the ouster of Satan the Devil, how
did the heavens express this addition to the good news?
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in them! Woe for the earth and for the
sea, because the Devil has come down to
you, having great anger, knowing he has
a short period of time.”

3What a joy-inspiring addition or en-
largement to the good news now to be
preached! Now has come the victorious
kingdom of our God together with the au-
thority of his Christ, his Messiah! As for
Satan the Devil and his demons, they have
only a short period of time until they are
bound and imprisoned in the abyss after
the “war of the great day of God the Al-
mighty” at Armageddon. All this addi-
tional wonderful information has been true
since the end of the “appointed times of
the nations” in 1914, and particularly since
World War 1 closed in the year 1918. Not
before the “appointed times of the na-
tions” ended in the fall of 1914 could the
good news be preached of the newborn,
established heavenly kingdom of God and
of his Messiah. This, then, must be the
good news that Jesus Christ in his proph-
ecy said had to be preached first in all the
nations. (Mark 13:10) This generation of
human society that has seen and experi-
enced the world events since the Gentile
Times closed in 1914—this is the “genera-
tion” that will not pass away until all the
things foretold have happened, including
the preaching of the good news first in
all nations.
3. (a) Since when has all this wonderful additional in-
ormation been a fact? (b) What, then, is “this gener-

during which the good news must be preached
first?
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448sus’ prophecy in Mark 13:10, *Also,

in all the nations the good news has to be
preached first,” has not been undergoing
fulfillment during the past nineteen cen-
turies. It is only since the second decade
of our twentieth century that this proph-
ecy has been undergoing fulfillment. This
began to be realized by the International
Bible Students Association and the Watch
Tower Bible & Tract Society since the end
of the second decade of our century. In
the magazine issue of July 1, 1920, of
Watch Tower and Herald of Christ's Pres-
ence the article was published entitled
“Gospel of the Kingdom” and based on the
theme text, “ ‘And this gospel of the king-
dom shall be preached in all the world for
a witness unto all nations; and then shall
the end come.—Matthew 24:14.” In the
last six paragraphs it said:
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livered prior to the beginning of the world
war. Clearly, then, the Master intended for
us to understand that a time would come
when the church must declare to the world
as a witness that the old order is ending
and will shortly pass away forever. . . .

7“What a blessed privilege the church
now has of being the ambassadors of the
Lord’s kingdom and engaging in delivering
the good news.”—Pages 199, 200.

8Since the publishing of that new, up-
to-date understanding of the pi‘ophetic
words of Jesus Christ more and more evi-
dence has piled up in the world events and
conditions and in the experience of the
International Bible Students to prove that
God’s Messianic kingdom was indeed born
in the heavens at the due time in 1914 and
that “this good news of the kingdom”
means the fresh, brand-new information

5 “It will be noted he does not say thethat tells of God's established kingdom. No

gospel that has been preached to the meek
throughout the entire Gospel age shall be
preached. What gospel then could he
mean? The gospel means good news. The
good news here is concerning the end of
the old order of things and the establish-
ment of Messiah’s kingdom. It means the
dark night of sin and sorrow is passing
away. It means that Satan’s empire is fall-
ing, never to rise again. It means the sun
of righteousness is rising rapidly, its heal-
ing beams penetrating the darkness and
driving back that which obscures the truth
and bringing to the people that which
will bless, comfort, strengthen and uplift
them. . . .

0“It will be observed that in the order
named this message must be delivered be-
tween the time of the great world war and
the time of the ‘great tribulation’ men-
tioned by the Master in Matthew 24:21,
22.This message could not have been de-
4. Since when has Mark 13:10 been undergoing fulfill-
ment, and when did this fact begin to be realized?

5-7. How did that issue of The Watch Tower present
that new understanding of Matthew 24:14?

news of the day could surpass that for real
goodness. For this reason the whole world
of mankind deserved to hear this good
news, “this gospel of the kingdom.” (Matt.
24:14, AV; NW) And according to Jesus
Christ all the world of mankind has to
hear it. “In all the nations the good news
has to be pi'eached,” said he.—Mark 13:10.

“IN ALL THE NATIONS”
s In obedience to the prophetic command
to Jesus’ disciples, the earnest endeavor
was made to preach to all the nations.

10In the midwar year of 1943, in which
year the Watchtower Bible School of Gil-
ead for training missionaries was opened
up by Jehovah's witnesses (previously
known as International Bible Students),
there were fifty-four lands from which the
Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society of
Pennsylvania was receiving reports on the
8. (a) What confirms the truthfulness of that “good
news” of the Kingdom? (b) Who deserved to hear such
“good news,” and why?
9, 10. (a) In obedience to that prophetic command,

what was done? (b) How has this work expanded since
the middle of World War 11?
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preaching of “this good news of the king-
dom.” More new political nations have
been born on earth, and today the organi-
zation of the United Nations has 119 mem-
ber nations, including Pakistan, Burma,
Indonesia, Jordan, Israel, Zambia, Malawi,
Ghana, and so forth. But today, at the
close of the year 1967, Jehovah's witnesses
are reporting from 197 lands on their
preaching of “this good news of the king-
dom” there. This means preaching even
behind the Communist Iron Curtain and
under Fascistic dictatorships and in the
face of religious persecution, nationalism
and militarism.

NWhile there is yet time, Jehovah's
Christian witnesses are determined and
putting forth sincere and courageous ef-
forts to penetrate all other lands with “this
good news of the kingdom.” Jesus Christ
did not exclude any nations from hearing
the good news of God’s established king-
dom; he said “in all the nations.” It is
right and proper, therefore, to try to reach
all nations, more and more of them as time
and opportunity allow. But in view of the
number of nations and lands that have
already heard the good news preached by
Jehovah's witnesses, who is there now to
say that the prophecy of Jesus Christ is
not at present undergoing fulfillment, or is
not rapidly nearing the culmination of its
fulfillment? No honest, informed person
can say that it is not!

PThis very preaching by Christ's faith-
ful followers in already 197 lands and
countries is an outstanding part of the
“sign” to prove that we are living in the
“time of the end” when all the things fore-
told by Jesus are due to be fulfilled. (Dan.
12:1-4) We are irreversibly moving to the
close of this “time of the end” for “all the
11. (a) Why is it proper to try to reach all nations
with the “good news”? (b) How about the fulfillment
of Mark 13:10?

12. (a) This preaching of the “good news" in so many

lands is part of what proof? (b) What part of the dis-
tress should we shortly be reaching?
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nations.” The world distress, of which we
had a “beginning of pangs of distress” in
World War | and its aftermath of food
shortages, pestilences, earthquakes, World
War Il and spreading lawlessness and vio-
lence, must shortly reach the ending of the
pangs of distress. This will be tribulation
on a scale and with an intensity that man-
kind has never before undergone and never
will undergo again. It is before this that
“in all the nations the good news has to
be preached first.”

“FIRST"—AHEAD OF WHAT?

BB There is great urgency inherent i

that word “first.” Why? Because since the
close of the Gentile Times in 1914 and
since the adoption of the League of Na-
tions and later the United Nations for
world peace and security instead of ac-
cepting God’s kingdom peaceably, “all the
nations” are marching to the “war of the
great day of God the Almighty,” at Ar-
mageddon.—Rev. 16:13-17.

1 According to the regular way followed
by God in dealing with the ancient nations
in Bible times, notice must be served upon
the worldly nations of the oncoming war
and of their certain destruction at the
hands of God's anointed Executioner, Je-
sus Christ. Hence the good news has to
be preached in all the nations. The na-
tions must be confronted with the fact of
the established kingdom of God, the right-
ful government for ruling all the earth.
The nations must be made to know in ad-
vance not only of the coming destruction
but also of the direction from which and
the agency by which the everlasting de-
struction comes upon all the political na-
tions at Armageddon. The time for serving
this notice is limited by the Great Time-
keeper, Jehovah God, and this fact makes

13. What is inherent in that word “first,"” and why now?
14. (a) What notice must be served upon the nations?
(b) Who has limited the time for this, and why must
it be done before he acts?
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the work of serving the notice most ur-
gent. God Almighty will not act until this
work has been done “first.” He will not
lay himself open to be accused of taking
undue advantage of his enemies.
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make us think of a priest or clergyman
who in professional garments gets up into
a church pulpit to give churchgoers a reli-
gious sermon. Why not?

IT'The Greek verb translated “to preach”

5 The message of the Messianic kingis keryssein. This Greek verb, which oc-

dom does not mean *“gospel” or *“good
news” to allpeople on earth.
refusing God’s kingdom the message
preached by Jehovah's witnesses is not
good news. Not strange, then, that many
do not take it seriously or try to ignore it,
whereas others oppose it and misrepresent
it. If they are in political positions of pow-
er, they try to suppress it so as to keep
others who might like to hear the mes-
sage from hearing. To persons who have
lost confidence in human governments and
who grieve at world conditions morally,
religiously, socially and politically, the
message of God's established Messianic
kingdom is the good news for which they
have longed. These are the ones that bene-
fit from the preaching of the good news.
They accept it, act upon it and stand in
a favored position to escape the certain
destruction that will befall Kingdom op-
posers. It is for the everlasting good of
such persons inclined to receive the mes-
sage as good news that the Kingdom mes-
sage has to be preached first, that they
may be able to act now to avoid destruc-
tion.

PREACHING AND TEACHING

curs many times in the inspired Greek
Tehgigidan Scriptures, means basically “to
make proclamation as a herald; to be a
herald, officiate as a herald; to be an an-
nouncer; to summon by herald; proclaim
(as a conqueror).” The related noun is
keryx and means “herald; public messen-
ger; envoy; crier (who made proclamation
and kept order in assemblies, etc.).” An-
other related noun is which
means “that which is cried by a herald;
proclamation; announcement (of victory
in games); mandate; summons.” So, not
inappropriately, The New English Bible,
of 1961, reads, at Mark 13:10: “But before
the end the Gospel must be proclaimed to
all nations.” (Also Yg; Ro) This means
that the proclaimers would be acting like
heralds. They would not necessarily be act-
ing as teachers, conducting Bible studies.

BThus Jesus prophesied that, after the
establishment of the Messianic kingdom,
the good news would be heralded, an-
nounced, proclaimed, and in this way no-
tice would be served upon all the nations.
At least, the good news would be heralded,
let give ear to it and accept it whoever
will, or let turn a deaf ear and reject it
whoever will. At least all the nations

B However, did you notice Jesus Christvould be given the witness. Never should

said that “in all the nations the good news
has to be preached”? He did not say that
‘in all the nations the good news has to
be taught. What is the difference? Or
what difference does that make? That
word “preached” should not necessarily

15. (a) How do we know whether the “good news” is
such to all persons? (b) For whose benefit, then, must
the “good news’' be preached first?

16. What did Jesus say should be done as to the *“good
news,”” and yet what should we not think?

they be able to say that the “good news”
never came their way in this “time of the
end” before Armageddon.

PThat is why the statement in Matthew
24:14, which corresponds with that in

17. (a) In the original Greek text, what does the word
“preached” basically mean? (b) What would the
preachers not necessarily be doing?

18. So in Mark 13:10, what did Jesus prophesy would
be done?

19. So for what did Jesus say, in Matthew 24:14,
gospel of the kingdom” would be preached?

“this
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Mark 13:10, says: “This good news of the
kingdom will be preached [or, heralded,
proclaimed] in all the inhabited earth for
a witness to all the nations; and then the
end will come.”
Kingdom will be proclaimed throughout
the earth as a testimony to all nations;
and then the end will come.” (.NEB) Look-
ing forward to our day, Jesus Christ re-
frained from prophesying that the herald-
ing, proclaiming or preaching of this good
news of the Kingdom to all the nations
would be for the converting of them to
Christianity, in order to line up all nations
on the side of God's kingdom.

DThe preaching that has been done by
all the religious clergy of Christendom for
more than sixteen centuries has not re-
sulted in world conversion, nor has it giv-
en people a correct understanding of God'’s
kingdom. The preaching of the good news
of God's now-established kingdom as done
by Jehovah's witnesses since 1919 has not
resulted in world conversion, nor did Jeho-
vah's Christian witnesses expect it to do
so. Moreover, Jesus Christ did not proph-
esy that world conversion to Christianity
by preaching “this good news of the king-
dom” would be a prominent part of the
“sign” that would show that the complete
end of this system of things was coming
within this generation. He prophesied that
the giving of the witness to the established
Messianic kingdom would be a noteworthy
part of the “sign” of the fast-approaching
“end.”

21Because this was the only good news
of the time, the heralds or proclaimers or
preachers of the Kingdom message would
want to share it with as many others as
possible, “in all the nations,” and to some
20. (a) What about world conversion as a result of the
preaching by clergymen and by Jehovah’s witnesses?
(b) What, then, was to be a noteworthy part of the
“sign" regarding the “end”?

21. Because of its being the only “good news,”
would the preachers want to do with it?

what
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persons at least it would come as “good
news.”

2The public records verify the fact that
Jehovah's Christian witnesses not only

(NW)“Thishgpapt! pfotheim, preach for a witness or

testimony, but also teach all those who
accept the Kingdom message as good news.
This teaching was also a work that Jesus
foretold, although he did not expressly
name it in his prophecy on the “conclu-
sion of the system of things.” (Matt. 24:
3 to 25:46) Right after giving this proph-
ecy, it is reported, “so by day he would
be teaching in the temple, but by night he
would go out and lodge on the mountain
called the Mount of Olives.” (Luke 21:37)
He was often called Teacher, and much of
his time he devoted to teaching. (Matt. 8:
19; Mark 4:38; Luke 9:38; John 13:13,
14) He did both teaching and preaching.
(Matt. 4:23) Two weeks or more after
giving his prophecy on the “conclusion of
the system of things,” he appeared to his
disciples at a mountain in the province of
Galilee and gave orders for a future teach-
ing work, saying:

ZB“All authority has been given me in
heaven and on the earth. Go therefore and
make disciples of people of all the na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the holy
spirit, teaching them to observe all the
things | have commanded you. And, look!
I am with you all the days until the con-
clusion of the system of things.”—Matt.
28:18-20.

A0ne who teaches ( ) differs
from a herald, who merely announces or
proclaims. A teacher ( Greek)
instructs, explains, shows things by argu-
ment and offers proofs, just as the Greek
word diddsJcein means. So teaching means
22, 23. (a) What other informative work did Jesus fore-
tell, and correspondingly what did he himself do?
(b) Before leaving his apostles on earth, what work
of this kind did he order to be done?

24. How does the work of a teacher differ from that
of a herald?
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doing these things, using also the message
that has been preached. This teaching
work has the aim, not just of giving a wit-
ness as in the case of a herald or pro-
claimer, but rather of making disciples and
then, after the baptizing of these disciples
of Jesus Christ, helping them to stay his
disciples or learners.
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vate places, weekly, 943,108 Bible studies
with persons.

& On the other hand, the preaching, her-

alding, proclaiming and announcing of
“this good news of the kingdom” is a star-
tling feature of only this twentieth century,
inasmuch as the established kingdom of
God by his Messiah has been a glorious fact

5 Down through the centuries since thenly since the Gentile Times ended in 1914.

days of Jesus and his apostles the mak-
ing of disciples has continued on into this
“conclusion of the system of things” and
so is just something regular. In order that
disciples may continue to be made before
religious Babylon the Great (including
antitypical Jerusalem, Christendom) is de-
stroyed and the “war of the great day of
God the Almighty” is fought at Armaged-
don, the Christian teaching work with the
Bible must go on. In this teaching work,
during this past service year of 1967, Je-
hovah's witnesses have conducted in pri-

25. (a) Why has this teaching work been something
regular? (b) Why must this teaching work go on?

HONORED

This hope-inspiring good news has to be
preached “first” (NW), “before the end”
(NEB; AT;Mo);
Jehovah'’s witnesses thus far with increas-
ing scope and intensity, and it will con-
tinue to be preached by them to the finish,
in vindication of Jesus’ prophecy. The end,
of the approach of which this Kingdom
preaching is a trustworthy indication, will
come shortly. Happy are all you who, be-
fore then, take part in preaching this good

news!
26. (a) Why has the preaching of “this good news of
the kingdom” been a startling feature of today’s work?

(b) How will Jesus’ prophecy of Mark 13:10 be vindi-
cated, and who are the happy ones today?

TO SERVE

with

Jehovahs Progressive Organization

TOLD BY
ULY 1893, about three or four miles
from Amsterdam, Holland, was the

time and place of my birth. My parents

had a hard life trying to make ends meet
for a family of five children. Both con-
tracted consumption, and by the time |
had reached the age of thirteen we chil-
dren were orphans. | can well remember
seeing my mother waste away in bed
throughout two full years, from 160

JOHN

BOGARD

pounds down to little more than 75 pounds.
The doctor could do nothing beyond easing
her condition from time to time.

A memory | cherish is the reverence
with which my mother viewed the name
of the Creator, Jehovah. It was a name
by no means strange in our home. Outside
the home circle, however, all | can recall
is troubles, injustices, and not a little
narrow-mindedness. When we children

it has been preached by
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were left parentless we were scattered:
the two girls to live with the people for
whom they worked, one brother to help
on the farm of an uncle, the youngest to
live with grandmother, myself to hire out
with a farmer for room and board and a
weekly pittance of ten cents.

While mother lived she always insisted
that we go to church every Sunday morn-
ing. With wooden shoes all freshly white-
washed we had to sit there for three or
four hours in the clammy cold while the
sermon droned on and on. Meantime the
collection plate would be passed around
at least three times. That preacher did not
do so well, for | recall that he took his
own life by jumping headfirst into a deep
well. We certainly gained nothing from
his sermons.

Now | was a farmer’s boy, thirteen
years of age. | had to get up at four o’clock
each morning and start milking and feed-
ing the cattle, with lots of other labor un-
til six or seven at night. On Sunday morn-
ing the farmer took me with his family to
church, and then | was free the rest of
the day until milking and feeding time in
the evening. By the time | was sixteen
I had already worked for three different
farmers.

Then came a great change. One of
my sisters accepted an invitation to come
to America and work for someone in
California. Soon afterward she met a
man who asked her to marry him, and
they moved to Alberta, Canada, settling
on a tract of 160 acres, under the Cana-
dian Government's provision for home-
steads. They wrote me and offered to pay
my fare to Canada if I would come and
help on their farm. Gladly | accepted, and
in 1910 I was on my way across the ocean.

World War | broke out and normal
conditions were no longer possible. One
preacher, 1 can recall, declared that if
there were nine young men in his con-

SKeWATCHTOWER.

759

gregation who would enlist, he himself
would be the tenth. So, early in 1916 |
signed up with the Canadian Engineers
and was shortly after moved to England.
There | stayed for three years, for they
found that my eyes were defective. | was
made a sergeant of police, escorting bad
boys and deserters between prison and the
Engineers unit, as well as sharing in sports
events for the entertainment of the troops.

We had to attend regularly the religious
meetings and listen to an army chaplain,
all decked out in officer's uniform, telling
us that if we would carry on as good sol-
diers we would become part of the vicar-
ious atonement for the sins of the peo-
ple. To me it was positively nauseating,
bringing back memories of childhood when
we had seen so much hypocrisy and little
of real loving concern for widows and
orphans.

POSTWAR EXPERIENCES

Of course, as soon as | was demobilized
I hastened back to Canada. As a returned
soldier, I was able to get preference over
civilian applicants for government jobs.
One of my first jobs was a government
contract to run a mail and passenger route
between Peace River and Dunvegan in Al-
berta's Peace River region. Since the dis-
tance was 166 miles and was made with
horses, we could make it only once a week.
It gave plenty of opportunity to talk to
passengers. Well do I remember one pas-
senger, a spiritualist, telling me all the
things of a strange order that he had seen
and heard. | made up my mind to inves-
tigate his beliefs sometime when there was
opportunity.

Then there was the man who told me
about reading seven volumes by Charles
T. Russell of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He
told how, when the books were banned,
he used to go out into the woods and read
for hours. What specially interested him
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was one entitled “The Battle of Armaged-
don.” He wondered what side he should
take when it came.

Finally, I gave up the mail route and
decided to go to Edmonton, where my
brother now lived with his young family.
I figured that | would have a better chance
to investigate spiritism and also look fur-
ther into Russell’'s books, which were pub-
lished by the International Bible Students
Association. When | arrived at my broth-
er's home, things seemed to have changed.
His wife and two boys were quiet and
reverential. My brother was on night shift,
but before leaving for the job he asked
if 1 would like to join them in a word of
prayer. ‘What is wrong with him?' I won-
dered. Still 1 did not connect the change
in his home with my objective—to find
out more about the Bible Students.

Next day was Sunday and the family
got ready to go to a meeting. | got ready
also, and traveled the same streetcar they
were on but continued for a couple of ex-
tra stops before getting off and asking di-
rection to the Bible Students’ meeting. It
was a most enlightening lecture, and when
I got back to my brother's place I was
all ready to talk about it when | found
that he was already discussing the same
lecture with his wife. You can imagine the
great joy we had when we realized that
we had heard and thoroughly enjoyed the
same lecture. My brother, it seems, had
already been studying the Bible for about
a year.

I quit my job on the railroad for a few
months and took up going to meetings
and studying regularly. By the winter of
1923 | reached a goal | had set before my-
self—I was dedicated to God and to doing
his will. In April the railroad wanted me
to go back to building bridges, but now
I wanted to use my time in the service
of God’s kingdom. | wrote to the overseer
in charge of the Edmonton congregation
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of Bible Students—by this time | was lo-
cated some 65 miles northwest of the city
—and requested some literature to dis-
tribute. To my disappointment he sent on-
ly a few little booklets, which 1 soon
passed out. I wrote back immediately, en-
closing a check for $30 and asking that
he send me that much worth of literature
right away.

There was then real satisfaction in tak-
ing the publications to the people in that
little town, seeking to interest them in
what the Bible has to say about the ur-
gency of our time. The reactions were
varied, sometimes rough but often very
good. Then came word that there was to
be a big convention in Edmonton and that
J. F. Rutherford, then president of the
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society,
would be giving the public lecture. Mean-
time the Edmonton Bible Students had
told the Society’s president about the man
who had sent in for $30 worth of litera-
ture. He wanted to meet this man. So in
July 1923 | was introduced to him and he
asked if | would like to come to the Bethel
headquarters of the Society in Brooklyn,
New York. When he told me that there
was plenty of hard work to be done there,
| accepted the invitation with eagerness.

A WONDERFUL NEW LIFE

Although having studied with the Bible
Students for only about eight months, |
soon realized that serving with Jehovah's
progressive organization was the answer
to many things. Now | could serve un-
selfishly so that multitudes of others
might receive enlightening Bible litera-
ture. An accurate knowledge of God's pur-
poses as set out in the Bible helped me
to understand so many of the puzzling
things that | had experienced, the cold
and narrow-minded people | had encoun-
tered in youth, the army chaplains who
advocated killing, the mysteries of spirit-
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ism and the passenger with his dilemma
about Armageddon. All these things now
became understandable in the light of
what the Bible teaches.

Later I became well acquainted with
Kathryn Harris, who had already served
six years at the Bethel headquarters, and
it seemed good to us to travel on together
as man and wife through whatever the
future would have in store for us. With
President Rutherford’s permission for us
to remain at the headquarters we were
duly married, and have since enjoyed
many happy privileges together in Je-
hovah's progressive organization. It was
wonderful to live through those momen-
tous years in the Society’s headquarters.
We received a clear vision of the division
between Satan’'s worldly organization and
God’s. We gladly participated in accepting
the name Jehovah’s witnesses in 1931. We
have seen Jehovah’s “other sheep” sepa-
rated to the right side of Christ's favor
and coming in their multitudes to serve
under God's arrangement. (John 10:16;
Matt. 25:31-33) Surely ‘our cup has been
well filled.'—Ps. 23:5.

In 1937 it was our privilege to receive
an assignment to serve at the Watch Tow-
er Society's farm, called Kingdom Farm,
near South Lansing, New York, where we
continued for six years. After fifteen
years of city life it was a real change to
get out into the fresh country air and be
able to carry on, sharing the privileges
with our fellow workers at the headquar-
ters office. Here we had the pleasure of
seeing the vital produce shipped in regu-
larly to maintain the health and strength
of all serving at the Brooklyn Bethel.

One might expect things to be always
peaceful in the country, but in 1939 cir-
cumstances arose in the Kingdom Farm
area that showed the Devil was fighting
hard to disrupt the organization and halt
its publication of the Kingdom good news.
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For weeks there were ugly rumors that
gangs of fanatics were forming with the
avowed purpose of converging on the farm
and vandalizing it. Finally, one day an old
man who regularly passed the farm told
us we could expect visitors that night who
intended having some “fun” with us. We
immediately notified the sheriff and the
state police, and it is well that we did.

About six o’clock in the evening the
gangs started to gather, one car after an-
other, until there were thirty or forty
carloads. The sheriff and his men arrived
and began stopping the car drivers and
examining their licenses and warning
them against any move against Kingdom
Farm. They kept driving back and forth
along the highway fronting our property
till late into the night, but the presence
of the police kept them on the highway
and frustrated their plan to destroy the
farm. It was a most exciting night for all
of us there on the farm, but we were re-
minded vividly of Jesus’ assurance to his
followers: “You will be objects of hatred
by all people because of my name. And
yet not a hair of your heads will by any
means perish.”—Luke 21:17, 18.

STILL MOVING AHEAD

Jehovah'’s progressive organization still
marches on. In 1943 the Watchtower Bible
School of Gilead for training of mission-
aries to serve in foreign fields was due to
commence February 1. Changes were be-
ing made and it turned out that we were
among those now reassigned to serve at
the Brooklyn headquarters of the Society.
What a privilege! And we are still here,
having rejoiced to see the organization
grow from small beginnings to the point
where the regular staff here now numbers
over eight hundred, reminding me of what
the prophet of God foretold: “The little
one himself will become a thousand, and
the small one a mighty nation. 1 myself,
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Jehovah, shall speed it up in its own time.”
—Isa. 60:22.

I am sure the greatest bank account in
the world cannot bring the satisfaction
that we have enjoyed and still enjoy in
the glorious treasure of service that God
has granted to us. As we look around at
the happy and busy organization that Je-
hovah has brought together in these “last
days,” we are reminded that this is in
fulfillment of God’'s promise: “The righ-
teous himself will blossom forth as a palm

tt/*T>ECISIONS, deci

*Ju / sions, decisions!”
Have you recently uttered
such words about the daily
necessity of making deci-
sions? Young or old, male
or female, you regularly
have to weigh the facts
or factors in a situation and come to a con-
clusion, making a decision. Sometimes it
is only a decision involving a minor ad-
justment in your speed or activity as you
move down the road of life. At other
times you face a major fork in the road
and need to make a decision that will have
a long-range effect on your life. In either
case, on what is your decision based? Do
you search out the Bible principles that
apply and use these as a guide?

It is easy to see why many persons have
difficulty when trying to make wise deci-
sions. What do they have for a guide?
They might try to employ a form of hu-
man logic, such as taking a human prov-
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tree does; as a cedar in Lebanon does, he
will grow big. Those who are planted in
the house of Jehovah, in the courtyards
of our God, they will blossom forth. They
will still keep on thriving during gray-
headedness, fat and fresh they will con-
tinue to be to tell that Jehovah is up-
right. He is my rock, in whom there is
no unrighteousness.” (Ps. 92:12-15) As-
sociation with His progressive organiza-
tion has kept us young in mind and spirit.
May Jehovah himself be praised.

erb or experience and using it as a guide
to draw a conclusion about their particular
problem. But how valid is the proverb? Or
is the experience one that will really lead
to a reliable conclusion in this situation?
If such are faulty, then the decision is like-
ly to be faulty too. When one’s decisions
often lead to unhappy results, how under-
standable the refrain, “Decisions, deci-
sions, decisions.”

Thankful we can be that Christians are
not left in the lurch like that when it
comes to making decisions. We have a
guide. ‘Ah,” you may think, ‘we have the
Bible as a rule book, and all we have to
do is to look up the rule or law that ap-
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plies.’ Yes . .. and no. It is true that there
are a number of laws in the Bible that
apply to Christians, such as those against
murder, stealing and idolatry. (1 Pet. 4:
15; 1
conduct that is plainly either right or
wrong from a Biblical standpoint, the Bi-
ble is a useful rule book. But most of the
decisions we face in daily life seemingly
do not involve such clear-cut issues; they
are not either black or white, as it were,
but, rather, they fall into a gray area.
At such times Bible principles can come
to our rescue. Usually Bible principles
come to one’s rescue because one prepared
oneself in advance by learning these eter-
nal principles, as a swimmer might put
on an inflatable life preserver. Thus prin-
ciples learned in advance are ready for use
when needed, when a decision is necessary.
The principles in God’'s Word can be
said to be eternal, since they do not pass
away or become outdated. As English
historian, Sir John Seeley, commented:
“Principles last forever; but special rules
pass away with the things and conditions
to which they refer.” So, Jehovah does not
require Christians to learn an endless Tal-
mud of rules designed to cover every situa-
tion that might occur. Instead, he wisely
provided a limited number of basic laws
that Christians must obey, and gave some
general principles that can be used for
guidance in many situations, situations
that occur in your daily life—Ps. 119:129.
These principles are divine and perfect.
They do not come from imperfect human
reasoning, but from the all-wise and per-
fect Creator. As our Creator, is it not
reasonable that he would know the best
principles for the efficient and happy op-
eration of the human mechanism? Of
course! In addition, he has observed the
experiences of thousands of millions of im-
perfect humans. So, obviously he is in the
best position to supply principles for the
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proper guiding of our lives. It is just as
the writer who received a gift of special
wisdom from Jehovah wrote: “In all your
ways take notice of [Jehovah], and he

@r. 10:14) On decisions involviignself will make your paths straight.”

(Prov. 3:6) Or as his father said: “I have
placed Jehovah in front of me constantly.
Because he is at my right hand, | shall not
be made to totter.”—Ps. 16:8.

FINDING THE PRINCIPLES

But you may be wondering just how one
goes about finding these valuable princi-
ples. They are in the Bible, so a knowledge
of God’s Word is vital. A Bible principle
is a settled guide for conduct; hence when
reading the Bible we should be on the
lookout for such principles, putting on the
life preserver, as it were, that can be
used in the future. The more of these we
know, the more stable we will be and the
less likely it is that we will make unwise
decisions. A brief illustration of how to
locate and apply such principles will be
helpful.

In reading the restatement of the Ten
Commandments in Deuteronomy, chapter
five, we find these words in verse nine:
“You must not bow down to [carved im-
ages] .. ., because | Jehovah your God
am a God exacting exclusive devotion.”
This law against idolatry is based on the
general principle that Jehovah demands
exclusive devotion. That is the principle
we want to consider. But does it seem too
general? Would you have a hard time
knowing how and when to apply it?

Jesus illustrated an application of this
general principle. As the last of three
temptations, Satan said to Jesus Christ:
“All these things [the kingdoms of the
world and their glory] I will give you if
you fall down and do an act of worship to
me.” In reply Jesus said: “Go away, Sa-
tan! For it is written, ‘It is Jehovah your
God you must worship, and it is to him
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alone you must render sacred service.
(Matt. 4:9,10) Now, there was no specific
law in the Hebrew Scriptures saying, ‘If
Satan tries to tempt you, you must not
worship him.” But by applying the princi-
ple of giving exclusive devotion to Jehovah,
Jesus made a proper decision. Also, this
protected him from actually breaking a
law, since worshiping Satan would have
been making him a god, and the Law said:
“You must not have any other gods against
my face.”—EX. 20:3; Isa. 44:8.

This same general principle might be
used in many situations today. For exam-
ple, what if you were invited to attend
some function at which there would be a
false religious ceremony? There may be
no Bible rule forbidding attendance at the
function, so you would have to make a
‘personal decision on the basis of principles
that apply. Would you weigh this principle
of giving exclusive devotion to Jehovah?
Just being present when the false religious
ceremony was going on would not neces-
sarily make you a false worshiper, but
would embarrassment at being different
lead you to kneel before an image or a
cross with the rest? That would be break-
ing the Biblical law forbidding idolatry.
(1 John 5:21) Will the others attending
conclude that your presence indicates that
you have abandoned exclusive worship of
Jehovah and started worshiping their trin-
itarian god? These are questions that the
principle should suggest.

Another point that might be made in con-
nection with this example is that usually
quite a few principles might have a bear-
ing on the decision. A Justice of the United
States Supreme Court once said: “There
is hardly a question of any real difficulty
before the Court that does not entail more
than one so-called principle. Anybody can
decide a question if only a single principle
is in controversy.” In this example asso-
ciated principles might be: Do not stumble
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others needlessly. (Phil. 1:10) Do what is
truly loving for your relatives and friends.
(Matt. 22:39) If a wife or children are
involved, there is the principle of subjec-
tion, to husband or to parents. (Col. 3:18,
20) Avoid bad associations; they spoil use-
ful habits.—1 Cor. 15:33.

By searching for as many principles as
might apply, you have a greater likelihood
of making a decision that is truly in line
with the guidance provided by God. The
broad principles of loving God and neigh-
bor do cover all situations (Rom. 13:8;
Mark 12:29-31), but if you can find ones
of more direct application to your prob-
lem, it should be easier to make a wise
decision.

EFFECT OF PROGRESS TOWARD MATURITY

As a Christian increases in knowledge
of God’'s Word and advances toward spiri-
tual maturity, he will know more prin-
ciples that have a bearing on the decisions
to be made. Also, he will let these have
a greater influence on his life. Thus, with
matters that must be decided personally,
not all will reach the same conclusions, be-
cause Christians vary in the progress to
maturity that they have made. The apos-
tle Paul indicated that this was true in his
day by writing, “Let us, . .. as many of
us as are mature, be of this mental atti-
tude,” and, “Let us press on to maturity.”
—Phil. 3:15, 16; Heb. 6:1.

If one takes into consideration only a
few Bible principles and allows these to
have only a minor influence on his deci-
sions, that does not mean that he is not a
Christian. But an unwise decision could
reflect a need for assistance in growing in
spirituality and knowledge of Jehovah'’s
eternal principles.—Ps. 86:11.

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY
While a mature Christian might help
a newer one to locate Bible principles that
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bear on a decision the latter has to make,*
usually a person must, in the end, make
his own decision. The apostle Paul wrote:
“Each one will carry his own load.” (Gal.
6:5) Hence, experience in looking for and
applying Bible principles will make it eas-
ier for you to ‘carry your own load' in
making decisions that are your responsi-
bility, ones no one else can make for you.

Would you like to have some practice
in doing that? You will find below a list
of situations or problems. Let us assume
that you have to make the decision in each
case, or that you are asked to help some-
one see the principles that apply so he can
decide for himself. Read one of the prob-
lems, and then try to determine the prin-
ciples involved. You may want to get out
a piece of paper and list the principles that
come to mind and the Bible verses where
they can be found. Or you may want to
select one problem each day and discuss
it with your family after dinner. Possibly
a group of Christians traveling together
could discuss them; that would be most
upbuilding conversation. (Mai. 3:16) With
these as a pattern, some may want to pro-
pose other problems and then let the group
search for related principles; this would
be a beneficial activity at a Christian
gathering.

In smaller type below the problems, are
presented some principles that are in-
volved. These are not all the principles
that apply. You may be able to think of
others. If so, fine! Remember, though, that
these are just given for training; in such
matters a personal decision must be made
by those facing the issues. So do not try to
determine the “answer,” as if you were
deciding what others must do. If the prac-
tice helps you to see how you would make
a wise decision if you were faced with such

* He might direct attention, for example, to the

heading “Decisions” in “Make Sure of All Things; Hold
Fast to What Is Fine.3
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an issue, very good. Another person may
not have made as much progress as you
have, or he may have made more, so he
might come to a different conclusion as
to what he would do.

This practice in searching for Bible prin-
ciples should help all Christians as they
make decisions in life, as they are “filled
with the accurate knowledge of his will in
all wisdom and spiritual discernment, in
order to walk worthily of Jehovah to the
end of fully pleasing him.”—Col. 1:9, 10.

1 Is it wise to join a school or office sports
team?

Your associates can have a good or a bad effect on you.
(Prov. 13:20) Will it involve time that should be spent
with your family or in theocratic activity? (Eph. 5:15, 16)
Physical training is of limited value. (1 Tim. 4:8) It is
wise to avoid the fierce competitive spirit of the world.
(Gal. 5:26) Could it involve one in nationalistic ceremo-
nies? (1 Cor. 10:14; Dan. 3:18) Parents are to make the
decisions for minor children. (Prov. 22:6; 23:22)

2. Would if be wise fo accept a promotion on
my secular job?

A husband is responsible fo provide materially for those
in his care. (1 Tim. 5:8) Materialistic desire for luxuries
can lead one away from the faith. (1 Tim. 6:10; Mark
4:18, 19) Jehovah will provide the necessities for those
trusting in him. (1 Tim. 6:8; Matt. 6:11, 31-34) Will if
interfere with your service to God? (Col. 4:5; Heb. 11:
24-26)

3. May a Christian go to the theater to see
a popular motion picture?

God’s people shun entertainment that encourages im-
moral desires or a love of the world. (2 Tim. 2:22; 1 John
2:15-17; Rom. 12:9) We should seek association and
entertainment that upbuild and encourage right conduct.
(Phil. 4:8? Ps. 119:63) Will others who see you attend
be stumbled? (Phil. 2:4; 1 Cor. 10:32, 33)

4. Should | permit my son or daughter to go
out on a date with a person of another religion?

As head of the household, the husband is responsible
to make the final decision. (Eph. 5:22; 6:4) Association
with false worshipers should be avoided. (2 Cor. 6:16,
17; Ps. 106:35, 36) Might it lead to a marriage to an
unbeliever? (Deut. 7:3, 4; Neh. 13:25, 26; 1 Cor. 7:39)
Parents should protect the moral integrity of their children.
(Gen. 34:1, 2; Prov. 5:1-4) Children can show respect
for Jehovah’s arrangement of things by being obedient to
their parents. (Eph. 6:1)
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5. Is it all right to wear the short “miniskirts”
that are currently in style?

Female adornment should be modest. (1 Tim. 2:9, 10)
A Christian wife is to be in subjection to her husband; a
minor daughter is to be obedient to her father. (Col. 3:18,
20) Christians do not seek to imitate the world, but set
an example of goodness. (1 Pet. 4:4; Eph. 5:9-12; 1 Cor.
10:31) We need to shun anything that would cause stum-
bling or would detract from our ministry. (2 Cor. 6:3, 4;
1 Cor. 13:4, 5)

6. Is it compatible with Christian principles to

go hunting or fishing?
Animals may be killed for food.

shipers may obtain food by fishing.

(Gen. 9:3) True wor-
(John 21:6-13; Luke
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24:42, 43) While man has dominion over animals, he
should not deal cruelly with them. (Gen. 1:28; Prov. 12:
10) We should avoid the bloodthirsty spirit of Nimrod,
killing just for sport. (Gen. 10:9)

7. Is it proper for a Christian wife to go to a
“npightclub” with her unbelieving husband?

Christian wives are to be in subjection to their husbands.
(Titus 2:5) If a mature Christian visits a place with a bad
reputation, it might wound the conscience of a weak one.
(1 Cor. 8:10-13) Christians do not seek to be present
where shameful conduct or speech is common. (Eph. 5:
3-5) God’s servants seek to maintain a clear conscience
before Jehovah. (1 Pet. 3:16, 21)

Real Security—Where?

BOUT three thousand years ago faithful

King David of Israel confessed the source

of his security. He wrote: “In peace | will
both lie down and sleep, for you yourself
alone, O Jehovah, make me dwell in security.”
(Ps. 4:8) Yet in the years since those words
were written, how many people have failed to
look to Jehovah as the real source of security!
Men, instead, put their hopes in bank accounts,
old-age insurance and retirement plans. With
the economic situation in the world subject to
rapid change, how frail are the hopes of se-
curity based entirely upon finances!

With abundant proof that Jehovah is going
to reestablish a paradise on the earth within
our time, we have all the more reason to look
to him for security. This attitude, though, came
as a shock to an insurance man in Connecticut
who called one evening at the home of one of
Jehovah’s witnesses. The Witness relates what
happened:

“He asked for a few minutes of my time to
explain the highlights of an insurance pro-
gram which he felt would be of interest and
importance to me. Agreeing to a brief discus-
sion, | listened as he outlined a security and
retirement program. Though | was deeply
impressed by his sincere manner, | couldn’t
help smiling at his description of the benefits
that would come to my family by the end of
the century. Sensing my amusement, he asked,
"Don’t you agree that a program of this nature
is the most sensible approach to real security?’

"1 replied, "My idea of what constitutes real
security and your idea of real security are

worlds apart.’” "What do you mean by that?’
he asked. Replying, "I'm glad you asked that
question,” | picked up my Bible and started
to show him what | thought constituted real
security.”

The conversation lasted a little over three
hours— five minutes for insurance, three hours
for Bible truths. A number of times the in-
surance man asked, "But how do you know
that's true?” The minister responded, ™You
will never know or be sure unless you investi-
gate for yourself, carefully, methodically,
thoroughly.”

About a month later the minister was
pleased to receive a phone call from the insur-
ance man. It seems that he wanted a Bible in
modern language, like the one that was used
during the discussion. The Witness agreed to
deliver one to his office and brought along a
copy of a Bible-study aid. Accepting them,
the insurance man asked, "What would I
gain by studying the Bible as you suggest?”
What would you say to that question? The
minister answered: "The satisfaction of know-
ing the truth about God and his purposes for
the earth and man. Also, the ability to gain
his favor and merit life under the promised
new system of things, not to mention finding
real and permanent security.”

You can imagine the joy the Witness re-
ceived to be able to give an affirmative reply
to the question, “Could you arrange to have
someone hold a weekly Bible discussion with
me?” The insurance salesman is now rapidly
increasing his knowledge of Bible truths.
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How happy can be the lot of all such per-
sons who now take a positive step toward
acquiring real security! That security will
be of the most dependable type, with Jehovah
God as its Source. He assures us that the

How could there be a reference to “the whole
field of the Amalekites” in Abraham’s day, as

related in the Bible at Genesis 14:7, before
Amalek was even born (Gen. 36:15-19)?
—J. E., USA.

As Genesis 36:12, 15-19 shows, Amalek, a

grandson of Esau, was among the fourteen
sheiks of Edom. The name “Amalek” also
designated his tribal descendants. (Deut. 25:17;
Judg. 7:12) The belief of some that the Amale-
kites were of a much earlier origin and not
descendants of Esau’s grandson Amalek is not
founded on solid factual ground. For example,
some have identified the Amalekites with those
living in Melukhkha, a land the name of which
appears in cuneiform inscriptions of about 2000
B.C.E. However, archaeological discoveries
revealed that the land of Melukhkha was not
the Sinai Peninsula and West Arabia as had
been supposed, but that it was located in India.

Balaam’s proverbial utterance at Numbers
24:20 is sometimes used to support the belief
that the Amalekites predated Amalek: “Amalek
was the first one of the nations, but his end
afterward will be even his perishing.” This,
however, does not support such belief, for
Balaam was not speaking of history in general
and the origin of nations seven and a half
centuries earlier. He was speaking of history
only in connection with the Israelites whom he
was hired to curse and who were about to enter
the Promised Land. Hence, after listing Moab,
Edom and Seir as Israel’s opponents, Balaam
declared that the Amalekites were actually “the
first one of the nations” to rise up in opposition
to the Israelites on their march out of Egypt
toward the Promised Land, and for this reason,
the end of Amalek “will be even his perishing.”
As a consequence, Jehovah decreed ultimate
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security of his new order will not be marred
by wars or want. (Ps. 72:7, 16) Men will then
experience security at Jehovah’s hand, for he

promises: “l will make them lie down in
security.”—Hos. 2:18.
extinction for the Amalekites.—Ex. 17:8-16;

Deut. 25:17-19.

But now, what about the words at Genesis
14:7 in connection with Chedorlaomer king of
Elam and his allied kings who “turned about
and came to En-mishpat, that is, Kadesh, and
defeated the whole field of the Amalekites”?
Here Moses was relating events of Abraham’s
day before Amalek was born, but he was de-
scribing the region in terms that were under-
stood by people of Moses’ time, rather than
implying that Amalekites predated Amalek. So
Genesis 14:7 refers to the land afterward pos-
sessed by its well-known inhabitants, the
Amalekites.

« Would having some fellow Christians over
to one’s own home on New Year's Eve be
wrong?—G. M., Canada.

It is not wrong to have fellow Christians to
one’'s home for upbuilding association and
relaxation. However, if the occasion coincides
exactly with a worldly celebration, there are
some matters that the Christian would do well
to consider before making a decision to arrange
for or attend such a gathering.

Though customs vary from country to
country, in many places it is traditional to
stay up until midnight on December 31 to
“watch the old year out.” This evening is often
associated with unrestrained drinking, loose
conduct between the sexes, gift giving and the
making of promises to reform in the new year.
The modern practices in many lands are directly
linked with pagan celebrations. The 1966 World
Booh Encyclopedia, Volume 14, page 237,
reports: “In ancient Rome, the first day of the
year was given over to honoring Janus, the god
of gates and doors and of beginnings and
endings. ... New Year’s Day became a holy day
in the Christian Church in A.D. 487, when it was
declared the Feast of the Circumcision. At first,
parties were not allowed on this day because the
pagans had followed that custom. This was
gradually changed and celebrations could again
be held.” (For more details, see Awake! of
January 8,1957, pages 21 through 23.)

Before bringing their lives into harmony with
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the Bible, some who are now Christians may
have joined in such riotous living. But now they
observe the inspired advice: “As in the daytime
let us walk decently, not in revelries and
drunken bouts, not in illicit intercourse and
loose conduct.” (Rom. 13:13) They diligently
strive to match Jesus* description: “They are
no part of the world.” (John 17:16) So without
question Christians would avoid the New Year’s
Eve celebrations related to pagan practices.
But does that mean that Christians have to
avoid one another’'s company on that day be-
cause it is misused by those doing “works be-
longing to darkness”? (Rom. 13:12) No, they
do not have to do that. Some might arrange
for a group of Christians to gather together
on that day because it is an occasion when they
are free from secular work and able to do so.
The Christians in Jerusalem after Pentecost of
33 C.E. “took their meals in private homes and
partook of food with great rejoicing and sin-
cerity of heart.” (Acts 2:46) The association
with fellow Christians and the spiritual dis-
cussions engaged in were no doubt very bene-
ficial to those believers. And a gathering of
Christians today has a similar effect, if Bible
principles govern what is said and done.
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If one is arranging a get-together for Decem-
ber 31, or planning to attend one, it would be
good for him to examine his motive as well as
the situation involved. Is the gathering planned
because it is New Year’s Eve, or is there special
enthusiasm about it because it falls then?
Do the activities engaged in, or the time at
which the gathering is over, indicate a copying
of what the world does on that day? If so,
regardless of what one may say, he is cele-
brating New Year’s and sharing with the world
in its ways. What he is doing is not Christian.

So no “rule” need be established relative to
this occasion. If Christians gather together out
of the proper motive and if their conduct in
every way befits Christians, then they certainly
do not need to avoid one another’s company on
any day simply because it is a day that the
world misuses. Each Christian can take into
consideration his own motive, Scriptural prin-
ciples that apply and the proddings of his Bible-
trained conscience. (1 John 2:15-17; Rom. 14:13;
1 Tim. 1:19) Then he can make a personal
decision, seeking to set an example of Christian
maturity that will have God’s approval. Paul
encouraged us: “Keep on making sure of what
is acceptable to the Lord.”—Eph. 5:10.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WATCH TOWER PUBLICATIONS INDEX

The past year, like previous years, has
brought you much valuable information con-
tained in the publications released by the
Watch Tower Society. In order to help you use
this fine material to the best advantage, a
new edition of the Watch Tower Publications
Index will be released on January 8. It contains
subject and Scripture references to all publi-
cations released during 1967. Send 10c. Also

available, 1930-1960 Index for $1; 1961-1965
Index for 50c.
FIELD MINISTRY
The theme that the apostle Paul develops

right from the beginning of his letter to the
Galatians is that God through Jesus Christ has
delivered his people from this present wicked
system of things. The apostle stresses the fact
that Christians have been made free for the new
system of things, and now they are to stand

fast for that freedom, zealously guarding their
liberty-giving worship. (Gal. 1:3, 4; 5:1) One
of the main ways Jehovah’'s witnesses,guard
their liberty-giving worship is by sharing it
with others. But for others to experience this
grand deliverance and to attain to liberty-giving
worship they need the Word of God, the Bible.
To meet this need, Jehovah’s witnesses, during
the month of December, are offering /to all
persons a copy of the New World Translation
of the Holy Scriptures, along with a booklet
for $1.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS

January 14: “In All the Nations the Good
News Has to Be Preached First,” 111-30.
Page 744. Songs to Be Used: 10, 103.

January 21: “In All the Nations the Good
News Has to Be Preached First,” 1131-34,
and What Now Distinguishes the Good
News to Be Preached, Ifl-26. Page 752. Songs
to Be Used: 25, 4.



