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T H E  PURPOSE OF “T H E  W A T C H T O W E R ”
Every watchtower has its purpose. It serves as an elevated place for a  

wide-awake person with sharp vision. It enables him to see far ahead into 
the distance and tell those below for whom he is a watchman w hat is 
drawing near, whether it is a danger against which to prepare or it is 
something good over which to be glad with strong faith and hope.

Because o f having the name "The W atchtow er” this magazine Justly 
has to render a similar useful service to the people o f all nations. This is 
an international magazine and makes no racial distinctions, for w e are all 
facing a common world danger; we are all hoping for a common good.

Ever since "T h e W atchtow er” began to be published in July o f 1879 it 
has looked ahead into the future, always striving to aid its readers to ad­
vance in knowledge and to gain a clearer picture o f the glorious new order 
o f things that is in store for righteous mankind. N o, "T h e W atchtow er” 
is no inspired prophet, but it ‘follows and explains a Book o f prophecy the 
predictions in which have proved to be unerring and unfailing till now. 
"T h e W atchtow er” is therefore under safe guidance. It may be read with  
confidence, for its statements may be checked against that prophetic Book.

Am ong the many nations o f today there are hundreds o f differing 
religions. W hich  one does this magazine present? N ot the confused religions 
o f Christendom, but the religion of the oldest sacred Book on earth. W hich  
Book? The Sacred Bible o f the H oly Scriptures, written by inspiration in 
the name o f the Creator o f heaven and earth, the only living and true God.

The sacred, nonpolitical purpose o f "The W atchtow er” is accordingly 
to encourage and promote study of the H oly Bible and to give our many  
readers the needed unsectarian help to understand that Book o f true 
religion and infallible prophecy. Thus this magazine will be helping them 
to prove worthy o f perfect life and happiness in God’s promised new order 
under His everlasting kingdom of righteousness.
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IN KINGDOM GLORY
ANY persons world wide are 
keenly interested in the time 

when Jesus Christ comes in Kingdom glo­
ry. For centuries God-fearing persons 
have looked forward to it. Jesus himself 
raised anticipation for his return by tell­
ing four of his disciples who had come 
to him on the Mount of Olives:

“When the Son of man arrives in his 
glory, and all the angels with him, then 
he will sit down on his glorious throne. 
And all the nations will be gathered be­
fore him, and he will separate people one 
from another, just as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats.”— Matt. 25:31, 
32.

Is there any way to determine the time 
for this momentous event? On his return 
Jesus obviously would not be seen with 
human eyes, since he is said to come with 
his invisible angels. So is there substantial 
evidence in the Bible that establishes the 
time when Jesus comes invisibly in King­
dom glory? Let us see.

“THE APPOINTED TIMES OF THE NATIONS”
That group of four disciples on the 

Mount of Olives had asked Jesus when 
the magnificent Jewish temple would be

thrown down, also what would be the sign 
of his second presence and the conclusion 
of the system of things, or “ time of the 
end.” (Matt. 24:1-3; Luke 21:5-7; Dan. 
12:4) After discussing these matters at 
some length, and while talking about the 
destruction due to come upon Jerusalem, 
Jesus said: “They J[the Jews] will fall by 
the edge of the sword and be led captive 
into all the nations; and Jerusalem will 
be trampled on by the nations, until the 
appointed times of the nations are ful­
filled.”—Luke 21:24.

The period of time indicated by the ex­
pression “the appointed times of the na­
tions” is really of vital significance, for 
Jesus closely connects it with the discus­
sion of his second presence, in Kingdom 
glory. Actually it is a key, the under­
standing of which conclusively identifies 
the time of Jesus’ coming in glory. There­
fore, it is a matter deserving careful 
study.

MEANING OF THE GREEK WORD “TIMES”
The word “times” here used at Luke 

21:24 comes from the Greek word 7 
(plural, kairoi), which, according to one
Greek authority, “ signified a fixed or
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definite period, a season, sometimes an 
opportune or seasonable time.” * Thus, 
Jcairos is used in the Scriptures with ref­
erence to the “harvest season,” “ the sea­
son of the fruits,” and “the season of figs.” 
—Matt. 13:30; 21:34; Mark 11:13.

Interestingly, Jcairos is also used in con­
nection with future times or occasions 
within God’s arrangement or ‘timetable,’ 
particularly as relates to Christ’s second 
presence and his kingdom. For example, 
the apostle Paul speaks of the “sacred se­
cret” revealed by God “ for an administra­
tion at the full limit of the appointed times 
[kairon], namely, to gather all things to­

gether again in the Christ.”—Eph. 1:9, 
10; see also Acts 1:7 and 3:19.

In view of the meaning of the word 
“times” (kairoi),as used in the Bible, it
can properly be expected that the expres­
sion “the appointed times of the nations” 
does not refer to something vague or in­
definite. Rather, it has reference to a 
“ fixed or definite period,” one having a 
definite beginning and a definite end.

But when do the “ appointed times of 
the nations” begin? When do they end? 
And what occurs when this fixed period 
of time concludes? The answers to these 
questions are necessarily bound up in Je­
sus’ reference to the trampling upon of 
Jerusalem until the fulfillment of “ the ap­
pointed times of the nations.”

JERUSALEM TRAMPLED 
ON BY THE NATIONS

The literal city of Jerusalem is obvious­
ly referred to in Jesus’ description of the 
destruction that was to come and did come 
upon Jerusalem in the year 70 C.E. On 
that occasion the Roman armies demol­
ished the city and threw down the mag­
nificent temple there. However, the state­
ment concerning “the appointed times of 
the nations” carries the prophecy far

* Expository Dictionary of N ew  Testament W ords, 
b y  W . E .  V in e , 1962, V o l. IV ,  page 138.
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beyond that point. Many Bible commen­
tators have noted this. For example, the 
well-known commentary by F. C. Cook 
says of this part of the text: “ It serves 
to separate the strictly eschatological por­
tion of the great prophecy [that is, the 
portion relating to Jesus’ second pres­
ence] , from the part belonging properly to 
the destruction of Jerusalem.”

Thus, when Jesus spoke of “Jerusalem” 
as being trampled upon “until the appoint­
ed times of the nations are fulfilled,”  he 
was not simply referring to the literal city 
of Jerusalem as being trampled upon, but 
to something additional and greater. To 
what? To find out let us examine what 
significance the inspired Scriptures attach 
to Jerusalem.

Jerusalem was the capital of the nation 
of Israel, whose kings of the line of David 
were said to “sit upon Jehovah’s throne.” 
(1 Chron. 29:23) Jerusalem, therefore, 
represented the seat of the divinely con­
stituted government or typical kingdom of 
God operating through the house of Da­
vid. With its Mount Zion, it was “the 
town of the grand King.” (Ps. 48:1, 2) 
Hence, Jerusalem came to stand for the 
kingdom of the dynasty of King David, 
much as Washington, London, Paris and 
Moscow represent the ruling powers of 
present-day nations, and are so referred 
to in news communiques.

The trampling on that kingdom of the 
dynasty of Davidic rulers did not first be­
gin with the Roman devastating of the 
city of Jerusalem in 70 C.E. It began cen­
turies earlier with the overthrow of that 
dynasty in 607 B.C.E.* when the Babylo­
nian King Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Je­
rusalem and took captive the dethroned

* A ccord ing  to a  note in  the C h ro n o lo g ica l T a b le  
prefacing  The (H oly Scriptures’ - A N ew  Translation 
from the Original Languages, (1949) b y  J .  N . D a rb y : 
“ N ebuchadnezzar re igns, a t first co n jo in tly  w ith  Nabo- 
po lassar— and carrie s  aw ay  the Je w s to B a b y lo n . Th e  
‘tim es of the G en tile s ’ com m ence. B e g in n in g  of 70 
y ea rs  cap tiv ity  in  B a b y lo n .”
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king of David’s line, Zedekiah, and the 
land was left desolate. (2 Ki. 25:1-26) 
This accorded with the prophetic words 
directed to Zedekiah at Ezekiel 21:25-27, 
that he should “remove the turban, and 
lift off the crown. This will not be the 
same. . . .  A ruin, a ruin, a ruin I shall 
make it. As for this also, it will certainly 
become no one’s until he comes who has 
the legal right, and I must give it to him.”

The one who has the “legal right” to 
the Davidic crown lost by Zedekiah is 
demonstrated in the Christian Greek 
Scriptures to be Christ Jesus. Concerning 
this one the angel who announced his fu­
ture birth said: “Jehovah God will give 
him the throne of David his father, and 
he will rule as king over the house of 
Jacob forever, and there will be no end 
of his kingdom.”—Luke 1:32, 33.

Thus, with the dethronement of King 
Zedekiah in 607 B.C.E. and the desolation 
of Jerusalem and Judah, the Gentile pow­
ers exercised domination over the entire 
earth. The kingdom of the dynasty of 
King David suffered an interruption. 
Hence Jerusalem, which represented or 
stood for the “ throne of David” that was 
to be given to the rightful one, Jesus 
Christ, would continue to be trampled on 
as long as God’s kingdom, as functioning 
through David’s house, was kept in a low, 
inoperative condition under the Gentile 
powers.

Jesus Christ did not assume his right 
to rule in Kingdom glory when he was a 
man on earth. Jerusalem was still being 
trampled upon by the nations in the first 
century. When, therefore, was the king­
dom of Jehovah God by means of his 
anointed one, Jesus Christ, to be lifted up 
to assume power? When would Christ be­
gin his glorious rule? The answer is found 
in the prophetic Bible book of Daniel, 
which Jesus referred to at least two times 
when giving the prophecy concerning his
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presence in Kingdom glory.—Compare 
Matthew 24:15, 21 with Daniel 11:31; 
12:1.

VISION OF THE SYMBOLIC TREE
In the book of Daniel we find a picture 

drawn of the domination of the earth by 
the Gentile powers during their “appoint­
ed times.”  This information is bound up 
in a symbolic vision that God gave to the 
Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar.

The vision was of an immense tree that 
an angel from heaven commanded to be 
chopped down. The tree’s stump was then 
banded with iron and copper. It had to 
stay that way among the grass of the 
field until “seven times” passed over it. 
As the prophecy said: “Let its heart be 
changed from that of mankind, and let the 
heart of a beast be given to it, and let 
seven times pass over it. . . . to the intent 
that people living may know that the Most 
High is Ruler in the kingdom of mankind 
and that to the one whom he wants to, 
he gives it and he sets up over it even the 
lowliest one of mankind.” (Please read the 
complete vision at Daniel 4:10-17.)

The vision definitely had a fulfillment in 
Nebuchadnezzar himself. He experienced 
seven years of madness and roved about 
as a beast of the field, after which he re­
covered. (Dan. 4:31-35) Therefore, some 
view the vision as having direct prophetic 
application only to him. They see in this 
vision merely the presentation of the eter­
nal verity of God’s supremacy over all 
other powers human or supposedly divine. 
And while they do acknowledge the appli­
cation of that truth or 'principle beyond 
Nebuchadnezzar’s own case, they do not 
see it as relating to any specific time pe­
riod or divine schedule.

However, an examination of the entire 
book of Daniel reveals that the element of 
time is everywhere prominent in the vi­
sions and prophecies it presents. The world
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powers and events described in the book 
are shown, not as isolated or occurring at 
random, with the time element left am­
biguous, but, rather, as fitting into a his­
torical setting or time sequence.—Com­
pare Daniel 2:36-45; 7:3-12, 17-26; 8:3-14, 
20-25; 9:2, 24-27; 11:2-24; 12:7-13.

Additionally, the Bible book of Daniel 
repeatedly points forward toward the con­
clusion that forms the theme of its proph­
ecies: The establishment of a universal 
and eternal kingdom of God exercised 
through the rulership of His chosen one, 
“ the Son of man.”  “See there!” one proph­
ecy of Daniel says, “with the clouds of the 
heavens someone like a son of man hap­
pened to be coming . . . And to him there 
were given rulership and dignity and 
kingdom, that the peoples, national groups 
and languages should all serve even him. 
His rulership is an indefinitely lasting rul­
ership that will not pass away, and his 
kingdom one that will not be brought to 
ruin.” This one, of course, is the ruler of 
David’s line, Jesus Christ, coming in 
Kingdom glory.—Matt. 25:31; Dan. 7:13, 
14; 4:17; 2:44.

The book of Daniel is also distinctive in 
the Hebrew Scriptures for its references 
to the “ time of the end,” when Christ 
comes in glory.—Dan. 8:19; 10:14; 11:35, 
40; 12:4, 9; Matt. 24:3.

In view of the above, it does not seem 
logical to evaluate the vision of the sym­
bolic “tree” and its reference to “seven 
times” as having no other application than 
to the seven years of madness and subse­
quent recovery and return to power ex­
perienced by one Babylonian ruler. There 
are at least three strong reasons for be­
lieving that the lengthy vision and its in­
terpretation were included in the book of 
Daniel because of their revealing the du­
ration of the “appointed times of the na­
tions” and the time for the establishment 
of God’s kingdom of his Christ.

B r o o k l y n , N .Y .

First, because of when it was given— 
at the critical point in history when God, 
the Universal Sovereign, had allowed the 
very kingdom that he had established 
among his covenant people to be over­
thrown. Second, because of the person to 
whom the vision was revealed, namely, to 
the very ruler who served as the divine 
instrument in such overthrow, and who 
thereby became the recipient of world 
domination by divine permission, that is, 
without interference by any representa­
tive kingdom of Jehovah God. And third, 
because of the whole theme of the vision, 
which is: “That people living may know 
that the Most High is Ruler in the king­
dom of mankind and that to the one whom 
he wants to, he gives it and he sets up 
over it even the lowliest one of mankind.” 
—Dan. 4:17.

Also of important significance are the 
symbolisms used in this prophetic vision. 
Trees are elsewhere used to represent rul­
ing powers, including that of God’s typi­
cal kingdom of Jerusalem. (Compare 
Judges 9:6-15; Ezekiel 17:1-24; 31:2-18.) 
A stump’s being caused to sprout, and the 
symbol of a “ twig” or “sprout” are found 
a number of times as representing the re­
newal of rulership in a certain stock or 
line, particularly in the Messianic prophe­
cies. (Isa. 10:33-11:10; Jer. 23:5; Zech. 
6:12, 13) Jesus spoke of himself as both 
“ the root and the offspring of David.” 
—Rev. 22:16.

MEANING OF THE VISION
The fact is evident that the key point 

of the vision is Jehovah God’s exercise of 
irresistible sovereignty in the “kingdom of 
mankind,” and this provides the guide to 
the full meaning of the vision.

The tree is shown to have a first ap­
plication to Nebuchadnezzar, who, at that 
point in history, was the head of the domi­
nant world power, Babylon. Yet, prior to
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Nebuchadnezzar’s conquest of Jerusalem, 
the typical kingdom of God ruling out of 
that city was the agency by which Jeho­
vah expressed his rightful sovereignty 
toward earth. But, by allowing that typi­
cal kingdom at Jerusalem to be over­
thrown, Jehovah permitted his own visible 
expression of sovereignty through the Da- 
vidic dynasty of kings to be cut down. The 
expression and exercise of world domina­
tion in “the kingdom of mankind,” un­
hindered by any representative kingdom 
of God, now passed into the hands of the 
Gentile nations.—Lam. 1:5; 2:2, 16, 17.

In the light of these facts the “tree” is 
seen to represent, beyond and above its 
initial application to Nebuchadnezzar, 
world sovereignty or domination by God’s 
kingdom.

God, however, here makes clear that he 
has not forever delivered up such world 
domination to the Gentile powers. The vi­
sion shows that God’s self-restraint, repre­
sented by the bands of iron and copper 
around the “stump” of the tree, would con­
tinue until “seven times pass over it.” 
(Dan. 4:16, 23, 25) Then, since “the Most 
High is Ruler in the kingdom of man­
kind,” He would give world domination 
“to the one whom he wants to.” Yes, to 
the glorified “Son of man,” Jesus Christ! 
(Dan. 4:17; 7:13, 14; Matt. 25:31) Thus, 
the symbolic “stump,” representing God’s 
retention of the sovereign right to exer­
cise world domination in “the kingdom of 
mankind,” was due to sprout again in his 
Son’s kingdom.—Ps. 89:27, 35-37.

But when exactly would this occur? 
When would the symbolic “ seven times” 
or “appointed times of the nations” con­
clude? When would Jerusalem, or the 
kingdom of God functioning through Da­
vid’s house that is signified by “Jeru­
salem,” cease to be trampled upon? Yes, 
when would the one who has the “legal
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right” to the “throne of David” come in 
Kingdom glory?—Ezek. 21:27; Luke 1:32.

THE LENGTH OF THE "SEVEN TIMES”
In Nebuchadnezzar’s personal experi­

ence of the vision’s fulfillment the “seven 
times” were evidently seven years, during 
which he admits that he became mad and 
abandoned his throne to eat grass like a 
beast of the field. (Dan. 4:33-36) Notably, 
the Biblical description of the exercise of 
world domination by the Gentile powers is 
presented through the figure of beasts, 
which are in opposition to the holy people 
of God and their “Prince of princes.” 
(Compare Daniel 7:2-8, 12, 17-26; 8:3-12, 
20-25; Revelation 11:7; 13:1-11; 17:7-14.) 
And concerning the word “times” (from 
Aramaic iddan) as used in Daniel’s proph­
ecy, it is shown by lexicographers here to 
mean “ years.” *

The duration of a year as so used is in­
dicated to be 360 days. Confirmative evi­
dence for this is found at Revelation 12: 
6 , 14, where three and a half times are 
shown to equal “a thousand two hundred 
and sixty days.”  (Compare Revelation 11: 
2, 3.) If, now, three and a half symbolic 
“ times” amount to 1,260 symbolic days, 
then twice three and a half (or seven) 
symbolic “times” would be twice 1,260 
days, that is to say, 2,520 days. But in 
their greater fulfillment, in connection 
with the length of “ the appointed times of 
the nations,” these are not literal days. 
Then what are they?

That a specific number of days may be 
used in the Bible record to represent pro­
phetically an equivalent number of years 
can be seen by reading the accounts at 
Numbers 14:34 and Ezekiel 4:6. Only by 
applying the formula there expressed of 
“a day for a year” to the “seven times”

* See Lexicon in Veteris Testamenti Libros, b y  Koeh­
le r  and B au m g artn er, page 1106; A Hebrew and English 
Lexicon of the Old Testam ent, by  B ro w n , D r iv e r  and  
B rig g s, page 1105.
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of this prophecy can the vision of Daniel 
chapter four have significant fulfillment 
beyond the now extinct Nebuchadnezzar’s 
day, as the evidence thus far presented 
gives reason to expect. The “seven times,” 
therefore, represent 2,520 years.

The results obtained from viewing the 
prophetic “ seven times” as a period of 
2,520 years perhaps provide the strongest 
proof that such is their true meaning. As 
has been demonstrated, the beginning of 
the “appointed times 
of the nations” dates 
from the overthrow 
and trampling of Je­
rusalem and the des­
olation  o f Judah, 
which was accom ­
plished about the 
middle of the seventh Jewish lunar month, 
Tishri, or about October 1 of the year 607 
B.C.E. Counting 2,520 years from that 
date (while taking into consideration that 
there is no “zero” year between B.C.E. 
and C.E.) we arrive at the fall of the year 
1914 C.E. as the time for the completion 
of those “ seven times” of Gentile domina­
tion by God’s permission.

WHAT IT MEANS
This, therefore, means that “ the ap­

pointed times of the nations” were fulfilled 
in 1914 C.E. At that time the trampling 
upon Jerusalem ended. God’s kingdom, as 
functioning through King David’s house, 
assumed power and began ruling. Yes, Je­
sus Christ, the one who has the “legal 
right,”  was then installed as king, being 
given “ the throne of David his father.” 
—Ezek. 21:27; Luke 1:32.

Contrary to the expectations of some, 
this did not mean that Jesus then began 
ruling in earthly Jerusalem. Instead, he 
began to rule in “ the Jerusalem above.” 
(Gal. 4:26) The long-looked-forward-to 
Messianic kingdom is a heavenly govern-
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ment, a government whose seat is in 
what the Bible symbolically calls “a city 
of the living God, heavenly Jerusalem.” 
(Heb. 12:22) For this reason Jesus told 
the four disciples with him on the Mount 
of Olives that he would arrive in glory 
with all his angels with him, and would 
“sit down on his glorious throne.”—Matt. 
25:31.

Happily, therefore, we are now living at 
“the conclusion of the system of things,” 

in “the time of the 
end.”  (Matt. 2 4 :3 ; 
Dan. 12:4) What has 
taken place from and 
after the year 1914 
is confirmative proof 
of this fact. In 1914 
the first vx>rld war 

in mankind’s history erupted. It was the 
first conflict fought over the issue, not of 
the domination of Europe alone, nor of A f­
rica, nor of Asia, but of domination of 
the world. A comparison of this and the 
other striking features of the period that 
has followed 1914 with the context of Je­
sus’ reference to the “appointed times of 
the nations” reveals an obvious fulfillment. 
Yes, the very things that Jesus and his 
apostles said would mark his second pres­
ence are everywhere in evidence!— Luke 
21:7-33; 2 Tim. 3:1-5; 2 Pet. 3:3, 4; Rev. 
11:15-18.

This means that the rightful ruler Je­
sus Christ is now engaged in the work of 
separating “people one from another, just 
as a shepherd separates the sheep from 
the goats.” He is marking you either for 
preservation to “ inherit the kingdom pre­
pared for you,” or for destruction at the 
fast-approaching battle of Armageddon. 
What you must do to be among the great 
crowd of mankind rescued out of A rina- 
geddon you can learn by examining the 
following article.—Matt. 25:31-46.
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“ These are the ones that 
come out o f the great 

tribulation. ’ ’—Rev. 7:14.

'Tk RM AG ED D O N , 
t h r e a t e n i n g  

though the name may 
sound, does not mean the 
wiping out of the race of 
mankind. The approach­
ing war of Armageddon 
is, in reality, the fore­
runner of the happiest 
time for mankind in all 
human history. That is 
why a constantly in ­
creasing “great crowd” 
of people today is look­
ing forward eagerly to 
the coming of this uni­
versal war of Armaged­
don. For good sound rea­
sons they hope to live
1. W h y is  a  g row ing  cro w d of 
people looking fo rw ard  e ag erly  
to the com ing of the w a r  of 
A rm ageddon?

through that war and see 
the prosperous, peaceful 
era that follows. We want 
you to be one of that hap­
py, hopeful people.

2A rm ageddon is not 
something that we have 
imagined or invented. Ar­
mageddon, as the name of 
a battlefield, is more than 
eighteen hundred and sev­
enty years old. The name 
occurs only once in a book 
of hundreds of pages that 
was completed just about 
that many years ago. Be­
cause of the connections 
t h a t  i t  has ,  t he  na me  
strikes awe and wonder­
ment into us when we read 
about it. It is not a name 
that we can lightly put out 
o f m ind. It stands for  
something that the race of 
mankind must eventually 
face. The time for us to 
face it and experience it is 
getting very near. We can­
not now stop mankind’s 
approach to it. It is a 
necessary  calam ity of 
world dimensions, but it is 
for mankind’s everlasting 
good.
2. W h y  is  A rm ageddo n not some­
th in g  w e have im agined, and w h y  
can  w e not lig h tly  put it  out of 
m in d ?

H H i
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3 Today mankind’s life is threatened 

from two directions. No, we do not mean 
to say by this, from the Eastern bloc of 
communistic, totalitarian, dictatorial na­
tions and from the Western bloc of demo­
cratic, imperialistic, capitalistic nations. 
Rather, we mean, from the direction of 
man himself and from the direction of the 
Creator of man. As regards creation, mod­
ern astronomy predicts that some distant 
day our Milky Way and other galaxies of 
the expanding universe are going to re­
verse the process and contract the uni­
verse and bring about its collapse in upon 
itself and thus crush our earth and its in­
habitants. But not so! Our universe is in 
the control of its Creator, and in his lov­
ing and unchangeable purpose toward 
mankind he does not allow for such a ca­
tastrophe. How, then, is mankind threat­
ened from the direction of God the Cre­
ator? On the other hand, how is mankind 
threatened from the direction of man him­
self? From which of these two directions 
will mankind be struck right soon, in a 
serious threat to the very existence of all 
mankind?

4 When we look in the direction of man, 
we see evidence piling up that man’s mis­
management of the earth threatens his 
own existence. The certainty of this has 
become undeniable since the epoch-making 
year of 1914. Hundreds of millions of per­
sons still living vividly remember how in 
that year the first total war seized the 
whole globe in its embrace. The ghastly 
destruction of human life and property by 
World War I shocked political and reli­
gious leaders into setting up an interna­
tional organization to safeguard world 
peace and security, the League of Nations.
3. From  w hat tw o d irectio ns is  m an k in d ’s life  threat­
ened, and w h y  is  a stro n o m y’s p red iction  of the fate  
of o u r universe  not r ig h t ?
4. In  w hat w a y  is  m an ’s existence threatened by m an  
h im se lf , and w h y  d id  not the L e a g u e  of N atio ns lessen  
th is  th re a t?

B r o o k l y n , N . Y .

Total world war was not to occur again. 
Yet, despite the existence of an interna­
tional peace organization, the nations 
thought it necessary to keep up strong de­
fensive national armaments and to invent 
new weapons of warfare for mass slaugh­
ter of humankind. Finally, in less than 
twenty years, defiance was flung into the 
face of the League of Nations by ambi­
tious rulers, and, in 1939, World War II 
began mowing down its fifty-six million 
victims.

5 When World War II ended in Sep­
tember of 1945, while the explosion of 
two atomic bombs still echoed around 
the world, there were still 2,139,958,919 
people left. These thousands of millions 
and their offspring the world rulers now 
sought to preserve by a new organization 
for world peace and security, namely, the 
United Nations, in 1945. In the next two 
decades, despite minor but dangerous wars 
and revolutions, a population explosion 
was to take place, bringing the world pop­
ulation by the year 1967 up to 3,285,000,- 
000. (The World Almanac for 1946, New 
York, page 377; for 1967, page 379) Such 
rapid population growth, without proper 
birth control, presents the world with a 
grave food problem. Men now foresee a 
half-starved world before the passing of 
many years, with all the effects, economic, 
social, political and religious, that this 
would surely mean. National boundaries 
are not expanding or widening out to 
make room for growing populations, and 
our earthly globe is not getting bigger for 
more people.

6 As in no previous century, the earth 
is becoming a place for machines and fac­
tories, employing chemical processes and,
5. W hen and  fo r w hose benefit w as the U n ited  N atio n s  
set up, and w h y  have those protected b y  it  p resented  
a problem  in  th em selves?
6, 7. (a ) W h y  have m easures taken  a g ainst pests p ro ­
duced a d a n g e r?  (b) W h at has been sa id  re ce n tly  b y  
com petent a uth o ritie s  about the po llu tio n  of m an ’s 
h a b ita t?
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more recently, atomic processes. Mankind 
has had to pay dearly for this, because 
pollution of air, land and water has 
reached critical proportions. The need 
for the use of chemical pesticides has 
increased, apparently, and with regard to 
this a magazine headline said: “There’s 
Poison All Around Us Now.” It bespeaks 
danger.

7 As regards air pollution, an American
Secretary of Health, Education and Wel­
fare recently warned that the peril from 
pollution is outpacing solutions at present, 
saying: “We are encouraged by the prog­
ress that we have made, but we have only 
begun to scratch the surface. The prob­
lem not only remains critical, it continues 
to grow at a faster rate than our efforts 
to cope with it.” And a report made to 
the American government by the National 
Academy of Sciences declares that the 
time has come when mankind can be using 
the air, sea and land as his “ trash basket” 
no longer. He will have to find ways to 
cycle his wastes, both solid and liquid, 
back into the economy. In certain respects, 
says the report on pollution, “ the situa­
tion is unprecedented and becoming des­
perate.”—New York June 8 , 1966,
and April 1, 1966.

8 Yes, catastrophe from insufficient food 
production and the general pollution of 
man’s habitat is slowly but surely creeping 
up upon mankind. But already worldwide 
danger exists of a sudden wave of violent 
destruction sweeping over the globe. Mea­
sured by the peacetime interval between 
World Wars I and II, our present world 
peace period since the close of World War 
II in 1945 has now “ come of age,” as one 
magazine article worded it. A  hypocritical 
peace period it has been, for it has been 
a time of international preparations for
8. In  contrast w ith  the  above, w h at dang er is  there  of 
sudden catastrophe w o rld  w ide, and  w h y  sh o rt ly ?
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World War III, a war with horrifying 
chemical and pestilential means of mass 
killing, a war with radiation means of 
large-scale killing, a war exploding thun­
derous, blinding bombs that split atoms or 
fuse atoms, already stockpiled in such 
quantities that all mankind could be killed 
several times over, if they could repeated­
ly be restored from death to life.

8 It is becoming easier and cheaper and 
more generally known how to make atom­
ic bombs. There is a recognized danger 
of the multiplying of nations with the 
atomic bomb, of their own design and 
manufacture. This multiplication would 
increase the likelihood of a last world war, 
one with nuclear bombs. Further making 
of such bombs must be stopped. By a 
treaty between the nations there must be 
a ban put upon the proliferation of bombs 
by new nations acquiring the bomb, so the 
authorities of nations already possessing 
the bomb feel. Their fear is real. All na­
tions, whether nuclear or non-nuclear, are 
equally in danger. This is why the matter 
was laid before the seventeen-nation 
World Disarmament Conference of the 
United Nations, with increasing urgency.

10 In evidence of this the newspapers 
published the American proposal for an in­
ternational treaty for a ban on the mak­
ing of atomic weapons. When the World 
Disarmament Conference began sitting 
again in 1967 at Geneva, Switzerland, 
there was submitted to the Conference at 
its opening session on February 21 a writ­
ten message from the American president. 
It was read by the head of the United 
States Arms Control and Disarmament 
Agency. In this message President John­
son dealt with objections raised by cer­
tain nations not having nuclear weapons
9. W h y  is  the like lih o o d  of a  la st  w a r  betw een m en  
increasin g , and how  do som e natio n s feel about i t ?
10, 11. (a) A t  the opening sessio n  of the W o rld  D is­
arm am ent Conference on F e b ru a ry  21, w h at message 
from  a  head of governm ent w as re ad ?  (b ) W h at “ eq­
u ity ” shared  in  by  a l l  n ations w as w arn ed  o f?
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to Washington’s revised draft of a treaty 
forbidding the spread of nuclear weapons 
to additional nations. In the close of his 
message President Johnson referred to the 
equality of the common danger, an equali­
ty that shut out any choosing between the 
interests of those nations not having nu­
clear arms and the interests of those hav­
ing such weapons.

11 He said: “Plain sanity calls for a halt 
to the competition in nuclear arms. There 
is nothing to choose here between the in­
terests of the nuclear and the non-nuclear 
nations: There is a terrible and inescap­
able equity in our common danger. I wish 
you Godspeed in your work.”—New York
Times,as of February 22, 1967.

12 Those farewell words by the presi­
dent suggested that God was interested 
in saving mankind by a ban on the 
spread of nuclear weapons or was using 
the seventeen-nation World Disarmament 
Conference to keep mankind from com­
mitting suicide by nuclear warfare. Even 
if he is wrong in this idea, the president 
felt the terribleness of the situation and 
he could wish that Almighty God would 
help to prevent world catastrophe. For 
one thing, Johnson’s warning joins with 
all the other reasons given above in show­
ing that mankind’s life is threatened from 
the direction of man himself. Will man­
kind destroy itself before God ever does 
so? That would occur if, as some theolo­
gians claim, “ God is dead.”

THREAT FROM THE DIRECTION OF GOD
13 However, is the life of world society 

today really threatened from the direc­
tion of God? To learn the answer to this 
question, we have to go to God’s Word,
12. (a) W h at d id  P re s id e n t Jo h n so n ’s fa rew e ll w ords  
sug g est?  (b ) W h at did  h is  w arn in g  show  about the  
th re a t  to m an k in d ’s l if e ?
13, 14. (a ) A s  resp ects the th reat to m ankind  from  
God, to w h at source of in form ation  should w e go?  
(b ) W h at cannot a scoffer deny about the w orld  
m ilita ry  s itua tio n  today, and to w h at question does th is  
le a d ?

B r o o k l y n , N .Y .

the Holy Bible, as it sets forth prophecies 
for our day and our generation. Let no 
one scoff at the thought of going to the 
Bible for answers to modern-day ques­
tions. Scoffing will not turn aside the war 
of Armageddon about which the Bible 
speaks. Let the scoffer ask himself, Why 
does there exist today such a thing in the 
earth as a World Disarmament Confer­
ence? It is because the members of the 
United Nations feel that the nations 
should disarm. No scoffer can deny that 
never before have the nations been so 
heavily armed for warfare with the most 
destructive arms as now. Never before has 
so much of the money been spent by na­
tions for armaments, some armaments- 
making nations supplying arms to smaller 
nations to help them to fight already rag­
ing wars or for future wars.

14 Never before has nationalism taken 
hold so strongly of all nations, even the 
newly emerging nations. The earth today 
is an armed camp, every nation in fear 
of all other nations or lacking confidence 
in them and even in the United Nations. 
Where are the world rulers and their ar­
mies marching, and why to that place?

15 The most widely distributed Book on 
earth today answers. Although completed 
nineteen centuries ago, that Book in its 
last chapters describes the worldwide situ­
ation of today and reveals where the rul­
ers of the entire inhabited earth are lead­
ing their armed forces. In Revelation 16: 
13-16 this Book says:

16 “And I saw three unclean inspired ex­
pressions that looked like frogs come out 
of the mouth of the dragon and out of 
the mouth of the wild beast and out of 
the mouth of the false prophet. They are, 
in fact, expressions inspired by demons 
and perform signs, and they go forth to 
the kings of the entire inhabited earth, to
15, 16. W h at k in d  of book answ ers th a t q u estio n , and 
w hat does it  say  in  R eve la tio n  16:13-16?
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gather them together to the war of the 
great day of God the Almighty. . . . And 
they gathered them together to the place 
that is called in Hebrew Har-Magedon.”

17 Propaganda that induces the kings of 
the earth to undertake a universal war is 
undeniably demonic, inhuman. But where 
is it that the demonized inspired expres­
sions lead these rulers at the head of 
their armies? It is to a place or a situation 
that the Hebrew Christian, the apostle 
John, calls Har-Magedon (or, according 
to some translations, Armageddon). That 
is where the final war of these earthly 
rulers and their armies is to be fought to 
a finish. But who is their common enemy? 
Whom are they opposing? It is God the 
Almighty, for this is called the “war of 
the great day of God the Almighty.” For 
whom will it be a great day? Not for 
these kings and their armies, but for God 
the Almighty! And because the war is 
waged at Armageddon, it is often called 
the war or battle of Armageddon.

18 Does anyone laugh at the idea that 
earthly kings and their armies will fight 
against the invisible God, the Creator 
of the universe? Such laughter can be 
squelched by cases in recorded human his­
tory of where men have fought God. 
Egypt’s Pharaoh of the sixteenth century 
before our Common Era did it and suf­
fered the consequences. King Sennacherib 
of the Assyrian Empire of the eighth cen­
tury B.C.E. did it, and lost 185,000 of his 
troops in one night. So what about today? 
Well, today the earthly rulers and their 
armies are threatening the very existence 
of all men by modern-day scientific means. 
In this are they doing the will of God the 
Almighty? By keeping the whole human
17. (a) W hat k in d  of propaganda leads the k in g s and  
arm ies to the field of b a ttle ?  (b ) W h a t is  the w ar  
sometimes called , w ho is  the com m on enem y, and  
fo r whom  w ill it  be a  “ great d a y ” ?
18. (a ) W hy is  the m atte r  of nations fighting  against  
God not a sub ject fo r la u g h te r?  (b ) In  w hat im por­
tant respects are nations not doing G o d’s w i l l?
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race divided and full of mutual hostility 
by means of maintaining jealous national 
governments, are the world rulers, backed 
up by their armies, acting in harmony 
with God’s will?

19 They may patriotically mouth the slo­
gan, “For God and Country,” but are the 
human rulers of the earth trying really to 
keep their country from getting into the 
hands of God? Do they deny to the Cre­
ator the possession of his own creation, 
our earth, all countries of it? As long as 
the nations are stoutly insisting upon their 
own national sovereignties, are they chal­
lenging God’s rightful sovereignty over 
the earth? And by their armed forces are 
they trying to prevent a complete take­
over of all the earth by its Creator God, 
the Universal Sovereign? Yes, and that is 
why they do not accept “ this good news 
of the kingdom,” which Jesus Christ said 
would be preached in all the inhabited 
earth for a witness to all the nations be­
fore the end comes on the present system 
of things.—Matt. 24:14; Mark 13:10.

20 Beyond all question of doubt, the 
kings and their armies are lining up to 
present a united front against God the Al­
mighty at Armageddon. God’s own Book, 
the Holy Bible, says that it is against him 
and his Son, earth’s future King, that 
all earthly rulers, their armies and their 
supporters fight at Armageddon. The last 
book of the Holy Bible boldly declares that 
fact before the faces of the rulers of 
Christendom and of pagandom. If they re­
fuse to read it and see the application of 
it to themselves, let us here read it:

21 “And I saw the heaven opened, and, 
look! a white horse. And the one seated 
upon it is called Faithful and True, and
19. (a) W h ile  m outhing  the exp ressio n  “ F o r  God and  
C o u n try ,”  w h at do n ations do about th e ir  co u n trie s?  
(b) H ence, w h at w itn ess do th ey  not accep t?
20, 21. (a) A g a in st w hom , then , does the B ib le  p la in ly  
say  that ru le rs  of C h risten d o m  and pagandom will 
fig h t?  (b) In  proof of th is , w h at does R eve latio n  19:11- 
16 s a y ?
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he judges and carries on war in righteous­
ness. . . . and the name he is called is The 
Word of God. Also, the armies that were 
in heaven were following him on white 
horses, and they were clothed in white, 
clean, fine linen. And out of his mouth 
there protrudes a sharp long sword, that 
he may strike the nations with it, and he 
will shepherd them with a rod of iron. He 
treads too the press of the wine of the 
anger of the wrath of God the Almighty. 
And upon his outer garment, even upon 
his thigh, he has a name written, King 
of kings and Lord of lords. . . .

22 “And I saw the wild beast and the 
kings of the earth and their armies gath­
ered together to wage the war with the 
one seated on the horse and with his ar­
my. And the wild beast was caught, and 
along with it the false prophet that per­
formed in front of it the signs with which 
he misled those who received the mark of 
the wild beast and those who render wor­
ship to its image. While still alive, they 
both were hurled into the fiery lake that 
burns with sulphur. But the rest were 
killed off with the long sword of the one 
seated on the horse, which sword proceed­
ed out of his mouth. And all the birds 
were filled from the fleshy parts of them.” 
—Rev. 19:11-21.

23 That is the final war of Armageddon, 
according to inspired Bible prophecy. The 
earthly rulers and their armies will get no 
glory out of it. The long sword of judg­
ment out of the mouth of the victorious 
King of kings and Lord of lords will sen­
tence them to destruction, and his angelic 
armies will execute that sentence. The de­
struction of the opposers of God’s king­
dom there at Armageddon will include not 
just the kings or rulers and their armies.
22. A ccord ing  to R eve la tio n  19:17-21, w h at happens to 
those who do the figh ting  on e a rth ?
23. H o w  w il l  the  “ g reat evening m eal of G od” be 
pro vided  a t A rm ageddo n, and b y  m eans of w hom  w ill  
G od be v ind icated , and in  w h at resp ect?

B r o o k l y n , N .Y .

According to the words uttered by God’s 
angel, it includes military commanders, 
strong men, horses and those seated on 
them, freemen and slaves, and persons 
small and great. Their unburied bodies 
will serve as the “great evening meal of 
God” that he will provide for creatures 
that live on carrion, because God is the 
One that is responsible for the slaughter. 
(Rev. 19:17, 18) Such a victory will mark 
the “great day” of God the Almighty. By 
means of Jesus Christ the King of kings 
and Lord of lords, Almighty God will vin­
dicate his own universal sovereignty!

24 In the light of that prophetic revela­
tion, do we appreciate the seriousness of 
what is ahead? That coming war of Ar­
mageddon means the climax of a time of 
trouble such as never has afflicted man­
kind before. Earthly rulers are merely 
trying to avoid a major conflict among 
themselves. But they are not trying to 
avoid this major conflict with the Al­
mighty God the Creator. Into what, then, 
are the human rulers leading their ar­
mies and the rest of mankind, under the 
propagandists expressions inspired by de­
mons? It is into a destruction the threat 
of which comes from the direction of God. 
There will be no escape for the present 
system of things and for those who sup­
port it. Is it any wonder that there is dire 
need for persons to be rescued out of 
Armageddon?

T H E  D I R E  N E E D  F O R  R E S C U E !

23 Jesus Christ, now resurrected from 
his sacrificial death and glorified in the 
heavens, is commissioned to fight that war 
of Armageddon. There this once sacri­
ficed “Lamb of God” will prove himself to
24. (a) W h at k in d  of conflict a re  the n atio n s try in g  
to avoid to d a y?  (b) W h y  is  there d ire  need fo r  persons 
to be rescued out of A rm ageddo n?
25, 26. (a ) A t  Arm ageddon who w ill  prove to be K in g  
of k in g s and L o rd  of lo rd s, and h o w ? (b ) W ith  what 
w arn in g  did  he forete ll th is  tim e of t r ib u la t io n  and its 
clim ax , in  M atthew  24:19-39?
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be King of kings and Lord of lords, for 
no earthly kings and lords will be able to 
stand against him and win. (John 1:29, 
36; Rev. 17:14) As God’s greatest Prophet 
he foretold this war of Armageddon, for 
God used him nineteen hundred years ago 
to deliver the Revelation that contains the 
name and description of Armageddon. 
(Rev. 1:1; 22:16, 20) Besides that, three 
days before his sacrificial death outside 
the walls of Jerusalem, he foretold this 
present period of world tribulation and its 
grand climax at Armageddon and called it 
an unequaled trouble. He said:

26 “Woe to the pregnant women and 
those suckling a baby in those days! Keep 
praying that your flight may not occur 
in wintertime, nor on the sabbath day; 
for then there will be great tribulation 
such as has not occurred since the world’s 
beginning until now, no, nor will occur 
again. In fact, unless those days were cut 
short, no flesh would be saved; but on ac­
count of the chosen ones those days will 
be cut short. . . . Concerning that day and 
hour nobody knows, neither the angels of 
the heavens nor the Son, but only the 
Father. For just as the days of Noah were, 
so the presence of the Son of man will be. 
For as they were in those days before the 
flood, eating and drinking, men marrying 
and women being given in marriage, until 
the day that Noah entered into the ark; 
and they took no note until the flood came 
and swept them all away, so the presence 
of the Son of man will be.”—Matt. 24: 
19-39.

27 The great flood of Noah’s day was, up 
till then, an unparalleled catastrophe for 
man. That was sixteen hundred and fifty- 
six years after man’s creation. At that 
time earth’s population was not as great 
as now, more than forty-three centuries 
after the Flood. Hence more human lives
27. A s  to loss of hum an life , how do the flood of N oah's  
day and the w a r of Arm ageddon co m pare?

623
are threatened, for, like the flood of 
Noah’s day, the war of Armageddon will 
affect the whole earth. No country or 
place of this inhabited earth will be ex­
cepted. No opposers, no persons not on 
the side of God’s kingdom and of his 
anointed King Jesus Christ, will be over­
looked. The loss of human life will be 
without equal in man’s history.

28 There will be no confused, accidental, 
indiscriminate killing of earth’s inhabi­
tants as it would be in a third world war 
with tremendous explosives delivered by 
missiles, disease germs, chemical gases 
and poisons, and radiological means. At 
Armageddon Jehovah God will fight by 
means of his Warrior Jesus Christ against 
his enemies, against the friends of this 
misguided world, not against his own 
friends. Remember Noah and his family, 
eight human souls all together, in the ark 
during the watery cataclysm of forty days 
over all the earth! They are a picture of 
hope.

29 Will there, then, be survivors on earth 
of the war of the great day of God the Al­
mighty at Armageddon? Almighty God’s 
own infallible written Word answers Yes! 
Jesus Christ compared the days of his 
second presence and of his coming to the 
war of Armageddon to the days of Noah 
in connection with the Flood. Correspond­
ingly, if there were eight survivors of that 
flood, then there should be survivors of the 
second presence of the Son of man and 
the events marking it. The apostle Peter, 
whose two inspired letters are a part of 
the Holy Bible, says: God “did not hold 
back from punishing an ancient world, but 
kept Noah, a preacher of righteousness, 
safe with seven others when he brought
28. W ill the k ill in g  off of people a t  A rm ageddon be 
in d iscr im in a te ?
29. (a) Je su s ’ com parison  of the days of h is  second 
presence w ith  the d ays of N o ah  ind icates hope o f w hat 
su rv iv a l?  (b ) W h y  w ill  the w a r  of Arm ageddon rem ain  
w ith out equal as a  hum an catastro ph e?
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a deluge upon a world of ungodly people.” 
(2 Pet. 2:5) The coming war of Armaged­
don will be worse than that flood or any 
other trouble or tribulation “since the 
world’s beginning until now.” There will

never occur again a tribulation like it, be­
cause there will be no need for it. As in 
Noah’s day, any humans surviving the war 
of Armageddon will have to be rescued 
out of it. Some will be!

O NOT laugh and treat what we 
say as a joke, in the way that the 

sons-in-law of the patriarch Lot thought 
that he was joking when he warned them 
that their city of Sodom would be de­
stroyed the following morning by a rain 
of sulphury fire from heaven. We are not 
joking. The Bible is not joking. The world­
ly scoffers of this present system of things 
are doomed, for human society is facing 
Armageddon, “ the war of the great day 
of God the Almighty.” Persons who take 
the standpoint of the Bible and watch 
what is going on in the world can clearly 
see that all earthly kings and their armies 
are on the march to Armageddon, in de­
fiance of Jehovah God and his Christ, “ the 
King of kings.” In Noah’s day the people 
took no note. For your own sake, you 
take note now!

2 What would you do if you were doomed 
to destruction and the army of execution­
ers was headed in your direction and get­
ting dangerously close? Would you show 
that you love life and so do your utmost 
to have your life spared, to be rescued
1. W h y  should  people not trea t as a jo k e  w hat w e say, 
and  w h y  shou ld  people take  the B ib le  standpoint and  
tak e  note of w h at is  going o n ?
2, 3. (a) W h at tw o  attitud es a re  there  to take w hen  
one know s th a t  one is  doomed and the executioners  
a re  getting  n e a r?  (b ) W h y  do w e re fe r  to G ibeon of 
the fifteenth  ce n tu ry  B .C .E .  ?

from the threatening destruction? Or is it 
that you just do not care and you are in­
different about living forever in a para­
dise earth in unspeakable happiness under 
a perfect government?

3 If God means anything to you, if 
pleasing him and worshiping him correct­
ly means anything to you, if an opportuni­
ty for perfect life in endless felicity means 
anything to you, will you show the prac­
tical wisdom and take the urgent action 
of the people of ancient Gibeon in the 
Middle East? We refer to that ancient city 
because what happened there during the 
invasion of the land of Palestine by the 
Hebrews in the fifteenth century before 
our Common Era was prophetic, full of 
meaning for us today.

4 Testifying to that fact is the prophecy 
found in Isaiah 28:21, 22, which reads: 
“Jehovah will rise up just as at Mount 
Perazim, he will be agitated just as in the 
low plain near Gibeon, that he may do his 
deed—his deed is strange—and that he 
may work his work—his work is unusual. 
And now do not show yourselves scoffers, 
in order that your bands may not grow 
strong, for there is an extermination, even 
something decided upon, that I have heard
4. H ow  does the prophecy of Isa ia h  re fe r  to  the typi­
calness of ancient G ibeon, and so w hom  sh o u ld  people 
today im ita te ?
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of from the Sovereign Lord, Jehovah of 
armies, for all the land.” So to escape ex­
termination, let people act like Gibeonites!

5 The Gibeonites knew that all the in­
habitants of the land of Canaan were 
doomed to destruction, for they were 
squatters in the land that Jehovah God 
had promised to give to the descendants of 
the patriarch Abraham. Those Canaanites 
were a cursed people from after the flood 
days of Noah, and now their iniquity and 
immoral wrongdoing had come to the full. 
Jehovah God the Creator and Owner of 
all the earth had decreed destruction for 
these worshipers of false gods. According­
ly, he appointed the Hebrews under Josh­
ua, the successor of Moses, to be the ex­
ecutioners of these cursed squatters in 
Canaanland.—Gen. 9 :2 0 -2 7 ;  1 5 :1 2 -2 1 .

6 The cities of Jericho and Ai had al­
ready fallen to the advancing execution­
ers, and their inhabitants had been ex­
terminated. The Gibeonites attributed 
these smashing victories to the Almighty 
God Jehovah, and they recalled how He 
had even brought the Hebrews through the 
depths of the Red Sea, whereas the pur­
suing Egyptians were drowned like rats 
in its waters. The Gibeonites knew that 
they could not successfully resist the Al­
mighty God and his executional armies 
under General Joshua. The Gibeonites 
knew that they were in line for extermi­
nation, as soon as Joshua and his armies 
found their city and three neighboring 
cities.

7 The Gibeonites were not like many 
persons of today who just “don’t care.” 
The Gibeonites loved life. They preferred 
to live, even if it meant living as slaves
5. W hat did those G ibeon ites know  about th e ir  stand ing  
before the God of the H ebrew s ?
6. D id  the G ibeon ites believe th a t th ey  could suc­
cessfu lly  re sist  the executional a rm ie s  u nder Jo sh ua , 
and by w hat w as th e ir  b e lief g u id ed ?
7. 8. (a) W hat attitud e  d id  the G ib eo n ites take tow ard  
life , and hence w h at did  they  do a t once? (b) A fte r  
reaching  the c ity  of G ibeon days la te r , how  did  Jo sh ua  
deal w ith  the G ib eo n ites?
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under the Hebrews and their God Jeho­
vah, rather than to be dead as executed 
cursed Canaanites. Although the Gibeon­
ites were not entitled to be admitted into 
a treaty with General Joshua for the pres­
ervation of their lives, they thought that 
they would at least try to bring about 
such a treaty. But how? By trickery! Not 
to the hurt of Jehovah’s people, however. 
They sent ambassadors to Joshua, some 
twenty miles away at Gilgal near the Jor­
dan River, and these pretended that their 
city lay outside the area of the doomed 
Canaanites and could therefore enter into 
a mere friendship treaty with the He­
brews.

8 The ambassadors said: “It is from a 
very distant land that your servants have 
come in regard to the name of Jehovah 
your God, because we have heard of his 
fame and of all that he did. . . . ” (Josh. 
9:9) Because the Hebrews were persuaded 
by the arguments of the Gibeonites’ am­
bassadors, Joshua and his chieftains en­
tered into a treaty of friendship with 
these plenipotentiary ambassadors of Gib- 
eon. Three days later Joshua learned that 
he and his people had been tricked into 
this treaty. However, because they had 
sworn to the Gibeonites by the name of 
Jehovah, the God of Israel, they kept the 
terms of that treaty. They did not destroy 
Gibeon and its neighbor cities, but they 
made the inhabitants thereof slaves with 
certain duties to perform, including the 
providing of firewood for Jehovah’s altar 
of sacrifice.

9 Because the Gibeonites had arranged 
to become slaves of Jehovah God and his 
people, five kings of the south joined to­
gether and laid siege to Gibeon. The Gib­
eonites refused to surrender to these five 
pagan kings, for they knew that to do so 
would not spare them from extermination
9. F o r  th is, w ho th reatened  the lives of the  Gibeonites, 
and how  w as th e ir  rescue bro ugh t abo u t?

fEeWATCHTOWER.



626 SfteWATCHTOWER B r o o k l y n , N .Y .

* See pages 239 U14 to 244 fl22 of 
C h ap ter 14 entitled  “ T h e  F l ig h t  to 
S a fe ty ,”  of the book You M ay Survive 
Armageddon into God’s N ew  W orld , pub­
lished  in  1955 by the W atch  T o w e r  
Society.

11. (a ) W h at does the m iracu lo u s  
rescue of the G ib eon ites p ic tu re ?  
(b) W h at w as first n ecessary  on the 
p art of the G ib eo n ites?

at last by Jehovah’s executioners. They 
sent to Joshua and called for help. Joshua 
and his army made a forced march by 
night all the way from Gilgal. They sur­
prised the besiegers of Gibeon. Then Jeho­
vah himself went into action and threw 
the besiegers into confusion. As they fled, 
Joshua’s forces slaughtered some of them. 
Then, as the battle account reads, “Jeho­
vah hurled great stones from the heavens 
upon them as far as Azekah, so that they 
died. There were more who died from the 
hailstones than those whom the sons of 
Israel killed with the sword.”

10 The ordinary day was not long enough 
for Joshua and his men to pursue and kill 
all the enemy. So Joshua called upon Je­
hovah God to perform a miracle and 
lengthen the daylight. With full faith in 
the Creator of the sun, moon and stars, 
Joshua said: “Sun, be motionless over Gib- 
eon, and, moon, over the low plain of 
Aijalon.” In that remarkable command 
Joshua was scientifically correct, for the 
moon as well as the sun was involved in 
this rare miracle. Joshua 10:12-14 says: 
“And the sun kept standing still in the
10. (a ) W h at m irac le  did Jo sh ua  a sk  to be perform ed  
at G ibeon, and w h y ?  (b) F o r  w hom  w as Jehovah fight­
ing  a t th a t t im e ?

middle of the heavens [from Joshua’s 
standpoint on earth] and did not hasten 
to set for about a whole day. And no day 
has proved to be like that one, either be­
fore it or after it, in that Jehovah lis­
tened to the voice of a man, for Jehovah 
himself was fighting for Israel.” But at 
the same time that he was fighting vic­
toriously for the Israelite executioners, 
Jehovah was also fighting for the life of 
the Gibeonites who feared him and who 
chose to become his slaves.—Josh. 9:1 to 
10:27.

A “GREAT CROWD” OF SURVIVORS
11 That miraculous rescue of the Gib­

eonites was prophetic of the modern-day 
rescue of a “great crowd” of survivors 
out of the “war of the great day of God 
the Almighty” at Armageddon. (1 Cor. 
10:11; Isa. 28:21, 22)* The only book in 
the Bible that names Armageddon de­
scribes also the earthly survivors of the 
world’s greatest tribulation as a “great 
crowd.” Just as those ancient Gibeonites, 
so all those in that “great crowd” need to 
do something to be rescued from destruc­
tion at Armageddon. The Gibeonites took 
time by the forelock and took advance 
steps in order to procure a treaty of sal-
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vation. If they had waited until Joshua 
and his executional army found the lo­
cation of their city and laid siege to it, 
that would have been too late to escape 
destruction.

12 No less so, those who desire to be 
among the “great crowd” of Armageddon 
survivors need to take advantage of the 
present favorable time for entering into 
peaceful, friendly relations with the One 
who was foreshadowed by Joshua of an­
cient time, who acts as the great Execu­
tioner for Jehovah God. Who is that? The 
very name suggests him. Joshua, in the 
Hebrew Bible, is given in the Greek trans­
lation of the Hebrew Scriptures as Jesus. 
This is also what Joshua is called in the 
Greek Scriptures as written by the disci­
ples of Jesus Christ. (Acts 7:45; Heb. 4: 
8) When he was revealing in advance the 
marching of the kings and their armies 
to Armageddon, this Greater Joshua, Je­
sus Christ, gave us this warning: “Look! 
I am coming as a thief. Happy is the one 
that stays awake and keeps his outer gar­
ments, that he may not walk naked and 
people look upon his shamefulness.” (Rev. 
16:15) His coming to the war of Arma­
geddon will take the world by surprise, as 
the Flood took unobserving people in 
Noah’s day by surprise.

WHAT THE “ GREAT CROWD” DOES TODAY
13 What, then, should people today do? 

The revelation by the Greater Joshua, Je­
sus Christ, indicates this. The one seeing 
the revelation writes: “Look! a great 
crowd, which no man was able to number, 
out of all nations and tribes and peoples 
and tongues, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb, dressed in white
12. (a) L ik ew ise , w h at m u st those w ho w an t to be 
among the “ great cro w d ” now  d o ? (b) W h at w arn ing  
w ith  reference to h is  com ing to the w a r  of Arm ageddon  
did the G reater Jo sh u a  g iv e ?
13, 14. According to R eve latio n  7:9, 10, to w h at do the  
“ g rea t crowd” d irect th e ir  attentio n, and  w h at acknow l­
edgm ent like  that of the G ibeon ites do they m ak e ?
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robes; and there were palm branches in 
their hands. And they kept on crying with 
a loud voice, saying: ‘Salvation we owe 
to our God, who is seated on the throne, 
and to the Lamb.’ ”—Rev. 7:9, 10.

14 This unnumbered “great crowd” is a 
worldwide crowd, not having any racial 
discrimination among themselves. United­
ly they turn their attention, not to Wash­
ington, D.C., or London, England, or Mos­
cow, Russia, or Paris, France, or any other 
national capital, but to God’s throne, the 
seat of Government of heaven and earth. 
Similarly to what the ancient Gibeonites 
did, they publicly acknowledge God as the 
Universal Sovereign, and that he is the 
Source of their everlasting salvation. They 
also openly declare that this salvation 
comes to them from God through his once 
sacrificed Lamb, Jesus Christ, the Greater 
Joshua.

13 Instead of saluting any human crea­
tures or emblems, they are waving their 
palm branches as they hail the great God 
who sits on the heavenly throne. To him 
they ascribe their salvation through his 
sacrificial Lamb, Jesus Christ. So they 
have a clean appearance in God’s sight, 
for they are “ dressed in white robes.” 
How can they have such a clean appear­
ance before God the Most Holy One? We 
are told in these words, in Revelation 7: 
14: “These are the ones that come out of 
the great tribulation, and they have 
washed their robes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb.”

16 They acknowledge the human sacri­
fice that Jesus Christ offered nineteen cen­
turies ago, when he died on the execution 
stake outside the walls of Jerusalem. They 
recognize that Almighty God declared his 
Lamblike Son to be innocent by raising 
him from the dead on the third day and 
then inviting him back to heaven, where
15, 16. (a) W hom  do the “ great c ro w d ”  h a il o r salute? 
(b) H ow  is  th e ir  c lean  stan d in g  before God pictured, 
and how do they  g a in  such  a c lean  appearan ce?
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he presented the value of his human sac­
rifice to God in behalf of all humankind, 
people of all nations, tribes, peoples and 
tongues. Since they confess that they are 
born sinners and that the sacrificial blood 
of Jesus Christ purifies them from the 
stain of sin, they dedicate themselves fully 
to God to be his slaves, purchased by the 
redeeming blood of Christ. This complete 
dedication of themselves forever to God 
they publicly declare by being baptized in 
water, as Jesus the Lamb of God himself 
was. People today who do not do these 
things pictured in the Holy Bible cannot 
identify themselves as part of that “great 
crowd.”

17 We remember that the Gibeonites of 
Joshua’s day had their lives spared to 
serve as slaves to fetch water and to col­
lect firewood for the sacrificial altar in 
Jehovah’s temple. A thousand and eigh­
teen years after Joshua spared them, the 
Gibeonites were even privileged to join 
the Jewish Governor Nehemiah in re­
building the walls of Jerusalem, in addi­
tion to their service at Jehovah’s temple. 
(Neh. 3:7; 7:25) Quite agreeably with 
this it is said of the “great crowd,” who 
were prefigured by the Gibeonites: “That 
is why they are before the throne of God; 
and they are rendering him sacred service 
day and night in his temple; and the one 
seated on the throne will spread his tent 
over them.”—Rev. 7:15.

18 At the present time before Armaged­
don this “great crowd” must serve Jeho­
vah God in connection with his spiritual 
temple, of which the Lamb Jesus Christ 
is the Chief Cornerstone. Their service to 
God on his throne is of a sacred kind, for 
they render to God the things that are 
God’s. (Matt. 22:21) As persons who owe

17. W h at serv ice  w ere  the ancient G ibeonites spared  
to do in  Is ra e l, and  how  does th is  agree w ith  w hat is  
sa id  in  R eve latio n  7 :15?
18. H o w  do those of the “ great cro w d”  serve God 
co n sta n tly  in  h is  tem ple and before h is  throne?

B r o o k l y n , N .Y .

their salvation to God and his Lamb, they 
join in the worldwide work that Jesus 
Christ predicted for this time of the “ con­
clusion of the system of things,” as stated 
in Matthew 24:14: “This good news of 
the kingdom will be preached in all the in­
habited earth for a witness to all the na­
tions; and then the end will come.” By 
taking part in this witness work they are, 
in effect, hailing God and his Lamb Jesus 
Christ with “palm branches in their 
hands.”

18 Because of this worldwide witness 
work the ruling elements and the armies 
of this world put pressure upon those of 
this “great crowd” to make them surren­
der and quit being on the side of God’s 
kingdom, just as the five kings of Canaan 
and their armies besieged Gibeon and tried 
to force them to break their treaty with 
Joshua and his God Jehovah. But this the 
faithful ones of the “great crowd” refuse 
to do. They know that earthly rulers and 
their armies cannot give them life ever­
lasting, and can in no way protect them 
from extermination along with worldly 
rulers and armies at Armageddon. They 
do not want the carrion birds to pick 
their bones of their dead bodies on the 
battlefield of Armageddon. They are full 
of faith that God, by means of his Greater 
Joshua, Jesus Christ, can protect them 
through Armageddon’s war, just as he 
did the Gibeonites in Joshua’s day.

20 The “War of the great day of God the 
Almighty” is not directed against this 
“great crowd” if they remain faithful. It 
is directed against the symbolic wild beast, 
the beastly political system, and the kings 
of the entire earth and their armies and 
all their backers who attribute salvation
19. (a) B ecause of such serv ice , w h at do w o r ld ly  ru le rs  
and th e ir  a rm ies attem pt to do w ith  th e  “ great 
cro w d” ? (b ) H ow , then, do those of the “ g re a t  cro w d ” 
act lik e  the G ibeonites ?
20. A g ain st w hom  is  God’s w a r  of A rm ag ed d o n , and  
w hat do the “ great cro w d”  expect h im  to do there  
respecting th em ?

SEeWATCHTOWER.
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to this political, religious, social, economic, 
scientific system of things. Those who hail 
the enthroned Jehovah God as their Sav­
ior through his Lamb Jesus Christ look 
to Him to rescue them out of Armaged­
don. And, according to his promise, God 
Almighty will do so. Nothing less than 
that is meant in those words of Revelation 
7:15, that “ the one seated on the throne 
will spread his tent over them.”

21 Quite in line with such a rescue it is 
said of this “great crowd,” in Revelation 
7:14: “These are the ones that come out 
of the great tribulation.” The name “the 
great tribulation” well applies to this time 
of tribulation that has been upon man­
kind since the year of the outbreak of 
World War I, to wit, 1914, and that will 
mount up to its highest destructiveness in 
the war of Armageddon, completely ex­
terminating this worldly system of things. 
Such a tribulation, without parallel since 
the beginning of the world, will never oc­
cur again on earth, said Jesus Christ when 
warning his disciples to flee to God’s place 
of refuge before the worst and final stage 
of this great tribulation.—Matt. 24:20-22.

22 As in the case of the Gibeonites, there 
is no time to delay. The threatening situa­
tion calls for God-fearing action now, not 
before a third world war could break out, 
but before the “great day of God the Al­
mighty” comes like a thief and the war of 
that great day breaks out at Armageddon. 
The choice is between two clear positions 
now: Choose the God Almighty Jehovah 
and his Lamb Jesus Christ and live! Or, 
choose world rulers and their armies 
marching under the influence of expres­
sions inspired by the Devil and his de­
mons and die! Let no fear and trembling
21. W hat is  the “ great t r ib u la t io n ”  m entioned in  R ev­
elation 7:14, out of w h ich  the “ g reat cro w d”  com e?
22. (a ) A s in  the case of the G ib eon ites, w hat does 
the threatening s itu a tio n  c a ll fo r ?  (b ) W h at two c le ar  
positions are now open to take, and w h ich  one is  the  
re ad er encouraged to ta k e ?
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before men be a snare to your life. (Prov. 
29:25) Take your stand with the “great 
crowd” and tremble and fear before God 
Almighty and, under cover of his protec­
tion, “come out of the great tribulation.”

23 “Come out of the great tribulation” 
to what? To an earth cleansed and freed 
from all disturbers of peace, even the 
superhuman Satan and his demons being 
bound! Come out to an earth delivered 
from those who are today ruining the 
earth, polluting air, sea and land! Come 
out to an earth over which the Universal 
Sovereignty of God has been completely 
reestablished and his promised kingdom 
by Christ reigns to bless mankind forever. 
Come out to an earth in which fear and 
selfishness will not prevail, but the sur­
vivors rescued out of Armageddon will 
love and help one another as brothers and 
sisters, adopted by the Lamb of God as 
their Eternal Father. (Isa. 9:6) Come out 
to an earth that these Armageddon sur­
vivors will begin restoring from its ruin 
and transforming thus delightfully into 
a paradise everywhere under the blessing 
of God’s heavenly kingdom!

24 This earth, destined to become a para­
dise like the original garden of Eden, will 
not remain one vast cemetery holding in 
its bosom the thousands of millions for 
whom the Lamb of God once lovingly laid 
down his life in sacrifice. His own resur­
rection from the dead by God Almighty’s 
power is an unbreakable guarantee that 
those for whom he presented the value of 
his perfect human sacrifice in heaven will 
also be resurrected under his kingdom. 
(Acts 17:31; 1 Cor. 15:20; John 5:28, 29) 
What a time of ecstasy those Armaged­
don survivors will experience when they
23. In to  w h at w ill  the “ g reat c ro w d ” fin a lly  “ come 
out of the g reat tr ib u la t io n ” ?
24. W h at tim e of ecstasy  w il l  the “ g reat crowd”  of 
A rm ageddon su rv ivo rs  experience w ith  re g a rd  to the
dead?
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begin to receive back the dead to oppor­
tunities for eternal life in an earthly para­
dise under God’s kingdom! Certainly this 
will redound to God’s endless praise by 
Jesus Christ. It will justify God as having 
righteously brought this necessary calam­
ity of Armageddon for his own vindica­
tion and for deliverance of all mankind.

B r o o k l y n , N . Y .

25 Dear Reader, is it worthwhile being 
rescued out of Armageddon? Do you as 
a lover of life answer Yes? Then join in 
this lifesaving work of helping people to 
the side of God’s kingdom. It is work that 
leads to rescuing a great crowd out of 
Armageddon!
25. H ow  can lovers of life  show  th at th ey  believe it  is  
w o rth w h ile  being rescued out of A rm ag ed d o n?

SEeWATCHTOWER.

AS TOLD BY OTTO MAKELA

IT WAS in the early autumn of 1919.
I took my place at the starting line 

for a 3,000-meter race. I did not think of 
winning or even receiving a prize, because 
I thought my fellow runners were better 
than I. When the starting signal was given 
I was left behind. It was very easy to run, 
and when we had gone two kilometers 
without the pace increasing at all, I de­
cided to get closer to the leaders and see 
what was happening up front. Even 
though I reached the first group, they still 
kept running in the same slow way. I was 
greatly puzzled, but went on to take the 
lead, still not realizing that the others 
were just not able to run any faster, and 
here I was in my best form.

About 400 meters from the winning 
post I released all my running power and 
left them all behind, to become the winner. 
It was a real surprise to learn, too, that 
my time had been the record for that year 
in Finland. I rejoiced at the achievement

and thought: “Is a great time of success 
ahead of me and will I soon attain world 
records?” I still had no way of knowing 
that by the end of that year the oppor­
tunity of running on a better racetrack 
would open up to me.

EARLIER EVENTS OF MY LIFE
As a child I had always been interested 

in running, but I had also been interested 
in the more serious matters about which 
adults often spoke. When guests who spoke 
about serious things came to my home I 
would slip away from the other children, 
creep unnoticed into some hiding place 
and listen to the conversation. Some de­
fended God and the Bible, others denied 
him. I heard them speak about a hell of 
eternal torment, spiritism and other top­
ics. By the time I had reached eight to 
ten years of age I already debated in my
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mind whether to serve God or not. When 
I awoke at nights and was afraid, the idea 
of hellfire would worry me.

When I was ten years old I gradually 
accepted the idea that the Bible was only 
the imaginings of men and that it had 
been an instrument used to rule and op­
press men. Then when I got to be twelve 
I heard some young Evangelical-Lutheran 
missionaries speak on the subject of their 
departure for pagan lands. What they said 
deeply impressed me, so much so that I 
became “ converted” and started to read 
the Bible. My schoolteacher, upon hearing 
this, was very pleased and promised to en­
roll me in the missionary school as soon 
as I was old enough. However, with the 
years came many changes. My teacher 
died. I had many problems, though I kept 
reading the Bible, without understanding 
too much.

Later I became so fond of sports that 
the subject filled my mind to the exclu­
sion of practically everything else. None­
theless, my conscience would bother me 
from time to time. ‘Would not missionary 
work be God’s will for you?’ it kept re­
minding me. I had prayed for that career 
for ten years already.

One day as I was about to leave for a 
race, a woman came to the house and of­
fered religious literature. Had I not al­
ready agreed to be in the race I would 
have gladly heard all she had to say. As 
it was, I purchased the book Finished 
Mystery, which, among other things, dis­
cussed the Bible book of Revelation. I 
read avidly, not in the least offended at 
the Bible’s condemnation of Christendom’s 
religions. On the other hand, “ consecra­
tion” (dedication) to God seemed like too 
much of a step for me. I started to sus­
pect that an application of Christian prin­
ciples could result in one’s giving up com­
petitive sports. I felt I could never do that,
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so discontinued reading the book alto­
gether.

Soon after this I attended a public talk 
given in our village by a representative of 
the International Bible Students Associa­
tion. It was far ahead of any sermon I had 
ever heard, but still no change took place 
with me; I kept on with sports.

ANOTHER RUNNING TRACK OPENS UP
One of my very good friends, one who 

shared my interest in sports, was practi­
cally an unbeliever. For this reason I had 
always hesitated about talking religion to 
him. I feared it might end our friendship. 
Meeting him again on one occasion after 
a long separation, I learned that he had 
changed his mind about marrying a cer­
tain girl. His five-word reply to my 
amazed questioning was: “ I am a Bible 
Student” (as Jehovah’s witnesses were 
then called). It seems that the girl he 
planned to marry did not approve of his 
new religion. He wanted to comply with 
the Bible’s admonition to marry “ only in 
the Lord,” that is, marry someone of the 
same faith.— 1 Cor. 7:39.

This man really had changed. I won­
dered how a person could give up even his 
dearest expectations just because of what 
the Bible had to say. The deep impression 
that this circumstance made upon me 
caused me to consider again the question 
of dedication. Again the question came to 
mind, Would I pursue my proposed career 
in competitive sports? The Bible pointed 
to a much more appropriate race: “Do 
you not know that the runners in a race 
all run, but only one receives the prize? 
Run in such a way that you may attain it. 
Moreover, every man taking part in a con­
test exercises self-control in all things. 
Now they, of course, do it that they may 
get a corruptible crown, but we an incor­
ruptible one.”— 1 Cor. 9:24, 25.
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Before me were two racetracks, one of­
fering fame and glory of the world, the 
other offering the winner God’s approval 
and everlasting life. I could not run on 
both. My friend’s experience was a won­
derful lesson to me. I made the decision to 
dedicate my life to God and set about to 
learn all the rules of my new career.

THE STARTING SIGNAL 
FOR THE LONG RACE

Soon I procured all seven volumes of 
Studies in the Scriptures, published by the 
Watch Tower Society, and by early 1920 
had read them all through. I was com­
pletely convinced that the Bible hell was 
no other than the common grave of all 
mankind, that instead of people possess­
ing souls, each one is a soul. Many other 
Bible truths now shone forth clearly. In 
April of that year I submitted to water 
baptism as an outward symbol of the dedi­
cation I had made. To me that was like 
the starting signal for this new contest, 
the race for the prize of life.

Things were not easy. My father had 
died in 1914, and since I was the oldest of 
six children it was up to me to collaborate 
with mother to make the family living. It 
seemed that I would be tied down to this 
situation for a long time, while I longed 
to be sharing in missionary work. In those 
days Bible Students did not all share in 
house-to-house preaching; only certain 
full-time representatives of the Watch 
Tower Society did. However, I determined 
to have some share in spreading the 
knowledge I had acquired even though 
tied down by the small business we were 
operating. I placed Bible literature with 
many of our customers and had many 
interesting discussions. Still I was not 
satisfied.

During 1920 my aforementioned friend 
and I were associating with a small group 
of local Bible Students, mostly women. We
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were quite shy and relatively new; so the 
women conducted the study sessions. They 
urged us to lead in prayer and to under­
take the conducting of the meetings, but 
both of us at first felt that we were quite 
unequal to the responsibility. When I fi­
nally consented I found that it was up to 
me now to take the lead in the group. We 
started to do some house-to-house preach­
ing and the congregation grew, first to 
twenty persons, and then it became so 
large that three separate groups had to 
be organized within a radius of ten kilo­
meters (a little more than six miles).

Since our family’s business was quite 
slack at the first of the year, I decided to 
spend January and February of 1921 in 
some distant territory where I could 
preach to people who had not yet heard 
about some of the Bible’s marvelous prom­
ises. My sister undertook to care for things 
at home. The territory chosen was about 
200 kilometers (120 miles) away. I deter­
mined to tell people as much as I could of 
the things I had learned from the Watch 
Tower Society’s literature. People were 
very receptive, gladly talked about the Bi­
ble and willingly obtained literature.

Many were the happy experiences I had 
during those months, and a few quite 
strange. For example, I met a woman who 
was in the grip of demons and who threat­
ened to paralyze me so that I would not 
be able to move. But any attempt to cast 
a spell was of no avail, and when I ex­
plained from the Bible about the demons 
and the bondage into which they bring 
humans, she broke down and cried.

NEW FIELDS OPEN UP
Back home after that wonderful two- 

month interlude in the missionary work, 
I received a surprising letter from the 
Helsinki branch of the Watch Tower So­
ciety. Could I become one of their special 
traveling representatives for two weeks,
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travel the whole length of the land and 
give Bible lectures in villages, towns and 
even cities? Though hesitant at first, I 
reasoned that, if this was the Lord’s will, 
then I would be able to count on his spirit 
to aid me. I agreed to accept and had the 
happy privilege of speaking to huge au­
diences on the subject “The Antichrist 
Has Come!—What? When? Where?”

The two weeks passed quickly, and I 
was back home again. But another unex­
pected message came from Helsinki, this 
time inviting me to become a regular trav­
eling representative in what was then 
called “pilgrim” work. My responsibility 
to the family loomed as an insurmount­
able barrier, but, to my great surprise, the 
members of my family agreed to share the 
load and release me for the work in which 
I longed to participate. I was twenty-four 
years old at the time, and I managed to 
continue for five years, during the course 
of which I got to know practically all the 
Witnesses in Finland. At times I had au­
diences of up to a thousand. The work was 
most satisfying; indeed, it was thrilling to 
see people thus responding to the liberat­
ing message of the Bible.

M eantime, the situation at home 
brought joy too. My mother began to read 
The Watch Tower regularly. My sister also 

progressed to the point of dedication. In 
fact, that small congregation proved to be 
a training school from which experienced 
Witnesses left to engage in full-time 
preaching in other parts of the field. Some 
went as missionaries to Estonia, and sev­
eral others, including my oldest friend, 
were invited into the “pilgrim” service.

At the end of five years I was invited 
to come to the headquarters office of the 
Society in Helsinki to assist in the many 
features of administrative work. Twenty 
years of such privileged activity I can 
now look back upon as a fine period of 
training. Most of all I appreciated the op-
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portunity of observing at close quarters 
the direction of Jehovah’s spirit in the 
affairs of his people on earth. Then, too, 
from that vantage point I could note the 
thrilling expansion that took place in 
Finland.

MORE JOYS AND RESPONSIBILITIES
Marriage came when I was forty years 

of age, and though this would involve add­
ed responsibilities it was not to interfere 
with my full-time ministry. My wife was 
happy to help in my secular business. Soon 
we had four children, two boys and two 
girls. During this period I spent a lot of 
time at the Society’s Helsinki branch. 
However, time was spent also with my 
family each week, training and aiding the 
young ones to grow up with appreciation 
for God’s true worship. The two girls even­
tually became missionaries, as well as one 
of the boys. Even my wife, with all her 
added duties, found time to spend a whole 
month in house-to-house preaching every 
now and then. Jehovah surely blessed all 
our efforts.

In 1958, with the exception of one boy, 
the whole family had the privilege of at­
tending the big international assembly 
held in New York. What an unforgettable 
experience that was! The memories and 
impressions received keep coming to mind 
again and again. It was refreshing stimu­
lation for the portion of the race for life 
that still lay ahead.

The years had gone quickly, yes, even 
decades had rolled by. Twenty-seven years 
after our marriage, all four of our chil­
dren were married, each one having cho­
sen a partner dedicated to Jehovah. One 
of my daughters is still in full-time mis­
sionary work, and it is my hope that the 
others will yet choose that as their life’s 
career.

Other things have happened too. Presi­
dent Knorr of the Watch Tower Society
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visited Finland and made some new ar­
rangements for the Kingdom work. I was 
privileged to serve again as a traveling 
representative, visiting and aiding congre­
gations to increase and improve their min­
istry. This greatly contributed to my 
growth to maturity. I learned to under­
stand the many varied and difficult cir­
cumstances in which Witnesses strive to 
please God. I observed how good example 
is often more valuable than words. I have 
rejoiced in the overflowing abundance of 
spiritual food, as the light upon God’s 
written Word has shone brighter and 
brighter.

In 1958 I began to worry about the fact 
that with age my running in the race 
would begin to slow down. The Society’s 
branch representative explained that it 
would be possible for me to continue in 
full-time service in one location, if I felt 
that my strength was no longer equal to 
the great amount of travel. I took the mat­
ter to Jehovah in prayer, for I did not 
want to take the easy way out at this 
stage of the race.

About this time the Society’s president, 
N. H. Knorr, urged the Finnish branch to 
locate another place and build a new of­
fice and factory to care for the expanding 
work. I remembered an ideal spot for this 
purpose, and was happy to find my sug­
gestion adopted. A beautiful new branch 
office and Bethel home was soon construct­
ed. Just this little encouragement seemed 
to lift me out of that brief period of worry 
over health. I determined to continue with 
new wind, as it were. No interruption in 
purpose, no flagging of zeal until the win­
ning post is reached—that is Jehovah’s
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will, and it is my greatest happiness to 
fulfill his will.

So once again I was a traveling repre­
sentative of the Society, and it seems as 
if my race is going better than ever. And 
nine more years have gone by in this work 
at which I have been privileged to serve 
for twenty years. I am seventy years old 
now, and can say that I have been on the 
racetrack for forty-seven years all to­
gether.

Fellow Witnesses who know about this 
seemingly long race of mine often inquire: 
“Do you not get tired?” To me it seems 
that I could continue the race as a full­
time preacher or in any other field of ser­
vice open to me indefinitely. Of course, 
I realize that much depends upon my phys­
ical strength and health, and still more 
upon what God’s will is for me.

I have now had the experience in two 
distinct running tracks, and so am able to 
explain to fellow Witnesses, as I often do, 
that the race for the prize of life differs 
radically from the physical race. In the 
physical race, apart from getting one’s 
second wind, one’s strength does not in­
crease during the race. But in the race for 
the grand prize of life Jehovah keeps on 
giving faithful runners new strength. As 
Isaiah the prophet was inspired to declare 
for our encouragement: “He is giving to 
the tired one power; and to the one with­
out dynamic energy he makes full might 
abound. Boys will both tire out and grow 
weary, and young men themselves will 
without fail stumble, but those who are 
hoping in Jehovah will regain power. They 
will mount up with wings like eagles. They 
will run and not grow weary.”—Isa. 40; 
29-31.
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FROM time im­
memorial men 

have sou gh t a 
fountain of youth 
to restore them­
selves to the full 
v igor of sparkling 
health. This search has 
been made, not only by 
looking for such a literal fountain, but 
also by looking for a relief from sick­
ness and old age through medicines, foods, 
dieting and other ways. These have 
brought a measure of success, but none 
has been able to lengthen man’s life-span 
or his enjoyment of life to any significant 
degree. The reason is shown in the Bible 
to be that man has inherited imperfection. 
Mankind’s original human father turned 
away from the fountain of life and lost 
perfection, being therefore unable to pass 
on real, full life to his offspring.

MORE THAN LITERAL WATER NEEDED
Some have understood and recognized 

the situation and have realized that not 
mere food, drink or the like can restore 
the life of mankind and have seen that 
the need goes deeper than man’s physical 
makeup, to his spiritual nature—that 
there is a need for reformation there. 
Some have attempted to bring about this 
reformation by self-works, by living ac­
cording to a standard or code established 
by themselves or someone else. The Jews 
tried to obtain it by living according to 
the Ten Commandments. Some persons in 
Christendom today follow this theory. But

more is required. 
Man cannot work out per- 

; he needs help from God, 
for  “ with [Jehovah] is the 
source [fountain, AV] of life.” 
(Ps. 36:9) Life originally was a 

of God to our forefather 
Adam, not a payment for works, 

and no one can make 
himself worthy of life 
by mere works. The 
seeker of life must 
have help from  the 
Giver of life, and that 

help must be sought and obtained on the 
terms of life’s Giver, not on the terms of 
the one receiving it.

In the book of Revelation God has 
shown us that the matter of getting life 
is assured to those who really desire it 
and seek it on God’s terms. The same an­
gel that gave John a vision of Jerusalem 
the holy city with its governmental ar­
rangement went on to paint for him a 
beautiful picture of the restoration of last­
ing life to obedient mankind. John tells 
us what he saw and heard, saying:

“And he showed me a river of water of 
life, clear as crystal, flowing out from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb down the 
middle of its broad way. And on this side 
of the river and on that side there were 
trees of life producing twelve crops of 
fruit, yielding their fruits each month. 
And the leaves of the trees were for the 
curing of the nations.”—Rev. 22:1, 2.

A similar vision was beheld by the 
prophet Ezekiel while in exile in ancient 
Babylon, in 593 B.C.E. Ezekiel was shown
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a stream of life-giving water flowing out 
from the visionary House of Jehovah, 
past the sacrificial altar and on down to 
the salt-laden Dead Sea. (Ezek. 47:1-12) 
This stream of water must have issued 
forth from Jehovah God, who had entered 
into the Most Holy of the temple. In the 
vision of John the source of the water is 
the “throne of God and of the Lamb.”

WHEN THE RIVER BEGINS TO FLOW
This description of the source helps us 

to establish the time when the waters 
would be due to flow, for Jehovah through 
his Messiah did not begin to take over his 
Kingdom power and begin to rule until the 
end of the Gentile Times in 1914 C.E. 
(Rev. 11:15 to 12:10) Therefore, it would 
be after this time that the river of the 
water of life would flow forth. However, 
it could not have been at that time, be­
cause between 1914 and 1918 the remnant 
of the 144,000 spiritual Israelites were 
still under much persecution and went 
into Babylonish captivity to the nations, 
being delivered only in 1919 from Bab­
ylon the Great. As we shall see later, the 
144,000 have a definite place in John’s 
vision in connection with the water of life 
and, therefore, would have to be estab­
lished in their God-ordained places before 
the river could begin to flow.

Another factor marking the time is that 
the water flows down through the holy 
city, and this holy city, New Jerusalem, 
does not come down out of heaven from 
God as a bride adorned for her husband 
until after the “former heaven and the 
former earth had passed away, and the 
sea is no more.” In other words, the flow­
ing here pictured does not begin until af­
ter the war of Armageddon and the abyss- 
ing of Satan have done away with all ene­
mies of God both in heaven and in earth 
and the old system of things now con­
trolling this earth is gone. The time would
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be at the beginning of the thousand-year 
reign of Christ. It is then that the river 
can flow down the middle of the street of 
the holy city.—Rev. 21:1, 2, 9, 10, 21.

RIVER’S WATER MORE THAN TRUTH
What does the river of the water of 

life symbolize? Truth? No. Truth is in the 
Bible sometimes compared with water, for 
example, in Ephesians 5:26. But more is 
involved here than mere truth. Truth can 
guide a person in the way toward life, but 
it takes more than an understanding of 
the truth to restore life to man. God has 
provided the truth for mankind. He also 
demonstrated unparalleled love in giving 
his Son Jesus Christ. So the symbolic riv­
er pictures the entire provision Jehovah 
makes for obedient, believing mankind to 
have everlasting life through Jesus Christ 
the Lamb of God that takes away the sin 
of the world. This is in harmony with the 
fact that the river is flowing from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb, who is 
seated at the right hand of God his Father. 
—John 1:29; Ps. 110:1; Acts 2:32-36.

The river is as clear as crystal, which 
indicates that God’s provisions are pure, 
free from all death-dealing contamination. 
Besides the purity of God’s truth, the ran­
som sacrifice of the Lamb Jesus Christ 
and his administration to sinful mankind 
of the benefits of his sacrifice as Jehovah’s 
high priest like Melchizedek are pure and 
clean and essential to the gaining of life. 
Throughout the entire thousand-year reign 
all men on earth, including those resur­
rected from the dead, must drink of the 
“river of water of life.”

How will the water of life be made avail­
able to mankind and, since it is symbolic 
water, what will they have to do to get 
its benefits for themselves? By following 
the course of this river as described in 
Revelation we can understand. It is shown 
as going in a channel down the middle of
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the golden broad way of the holy city. The 
holy city is the temple class, the “place 
for God to inhabit by spirit” and the 
Bride of the Lamb. All of these terms 
point to her as the body of the 144,000 
members of the congregation of God, the 
spiritual brothers of Christ, who at this 
time will be enjoying Christ’s heavenly 
rule as associate kings and underpriests 
with him. Being the administrative body, 
they will have the happy lot of bringing 
the benefits of Christ’s ransom sacrifice 
to the people. The holy city, Revelation 
tells us, will bring light to the nations. 
These priests of God will therefore be 
teachers of God’s purposes, his guiding 
rules, laws and instructions, and as the 
people obey this royal priesthood, it will 
actually bring literal, physical vitality to 
them commensurate with their spiritual 
progress. On the part of the people, the 
life restoration will not be automatic. They 
will have to exert themselves to conform 
to God’s way and make over their per­
sonalities with the help of God’s spirit and 
will have to show themselves vigorously 
desirous of righteousness. Jesus Christ and 
his 144,000 associates are the Seed of 
Abraham by means of whom all the fami­
lies and nations are to be blessed, but the 
prophecy says that they will “bless them­
selves.” This proves that action must come 
on the part of those being blessed. (Gal. 
3:8, 16, 29; Gen. 22:17, 18) God desires 
that they receive the blessing arranged 
for through the sacrifice of his own Son. 
He is not stingy with his waters of life 
but sends them through a “broad way” of 
“pure gold, as transparent glass.”

AN UNFAILING FOOD SUPPLY
How refreshing a cool clear glass of 

water is to one who is thirsty! How much 
more so is this crystal-clear water, which 
actually imparts life. But food is also nec­
essary for life’s sustenance, and God has
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not neglected this. On each bank of the 
river that flows down the middle of its 
“broad way” there are “ trees of life pro­
ducing twelve crops of fruit.” The vision 
does not say how many kinds of fruit 
grew on the trees but it does tell us that 
they never failed to produce a crop each 
month of the year. All year long they 
produced twelve crops in all so that in no 
season nor at any time was there any dan­
ger of anyone feeling the pangs of hunger.

These trees are watered by the river of 
the water of life. They picture a part of 
God’s provision for eternal life for obedi­
ent, believing mankind. Since the 144,000 
members of the Lamb’s wife are inhabi­
tants of the city and since they drink also 
of God’s provisions for life through Jesus 
Christ, they may be pictured additionally 
by these trees. (Rev. 21:6) At Isaiah 
61:1-3, the 144,000 are likened to “big 
trees of righteousness, the planting of Je­
hovah.” Even before they receive their 
heavenly resurrection the 144,000 consti­
tute God’s spiritual nation who produce 
the fruits of the kingdom of God and 
therefore the nation to whom the kingdom 
is given. (Matt. 21:43) By the tremen­
dous Bible educational work that they 
have been doing throughout the earth, 
they prove that they are producing these 
spiritual fruits continually without letup, 
figuratively, in all seasons and months of 
the year, even in the face of persecution. 
They are bringing certain fruits to man­
kind, the fruits of God’s kingdom, by 
preaching and teaching about its birth in 
heaven. The fact that many are eating 
these fruits and being spiritually nour­
ished with a hope to be partakers of the 
river of the water of life is an evidence 
that these fruit bearers are worthy to 
have a part after their death and resur­
rection to be with Jesus Christ in the 
heavenly fulfillment of the trees.
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HEALING FROM ALL SICKNESSES

They are shown as producing not only 
fruit but also leaves that have a very bene­
ficial effect, a curative power for the na­
tions, just as plant leaves have often been 
the source of medicines for healing and 
curing. This gives us assurance that, not 
only will they receive water and food to 
sustain life, but they will actually get heal­
ing and restoration to completed health. 
The nations who will receive the curing 
are those nations who will walk by means 
of the light of the holy city, New Jerusa­
lem.—Rev. 21:23, 24.

An additional happy thought that the 
vision brings to light is that for earthly 
humankind there will also be a very real­
istic aspect for them in connection with 
trees because the whole earth will be made 
a paradise and will be made to abound 
with trees and pure waters, everything 
good for food, just as was provided by God 
in the garden of Eden. The water flowing 
through the streams and rivers will no 
longer be contaminated but will be pure. 
These and all other things necessary for

•  Do Jesus’ words at Luke 20:34-36 apply to 
the earthly resurrection or to the heavenly 
resurrection of the 144,000?—W. D., Australia.

We frequently receive inquiries on these 
verses, which read: “The children of this system 
of things marry and are given in marriage, 
but those who have been counted worthy of 
gaining that system of things and the resur­
rection from the dead neither marry nor are 
given in marriage. In fact, neither can they
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maintaining perfect health and enjoyment 
of life will be present. With the wonderful 
physical delights, and, more important, 
with minds made over to be in complete 
attunement and harmony with God, what 
peace, health, happiness and love the in­
habitants of the earth will enjoy!

Then there will be no search for foun­
tains of youth, no calling on medical doc­
tors and psychotherapists for the relief of 
ills, no quest for a proper diet to add a 
few years to one’s life-span. Such tempo­
rary and short-term helps will not be 
needed. All who have been earthly sur­
vivors of Har-Magedon and also all men 
who have been resurrected from the dead 
and who have obediently partaken of 
these wonderful provisions will have life 
for how long? Seventy years? A thousand 
years? A million years? No—life ever­
lasting. Moreover, this will be no monoto­
nous existence, but a continual occupation 
of mind and body in progressive blessings 
that Jehovah God will bring forth for his 
people through his beloved city, New 
Jerusalem.

die any more, lor they are like the angels, and 
they are God’s children by being children of the 
resurrection.”

It is understandable that Christians might be 
concerned about marriage prospects in the 
resurrection, since the strongest human emo­
tional ties are often with regard to one’s mate. 
Many faithful servants of God who look for­
ward to living forever on earth and whose 
mates have died would like to have support 
for their hope that they could be reunited as 
husband and wife in the resurrection. While 
not being callous to their sincere feelings, we 
must admit that apparently Jesus’ words apply 
to the earthly resurrection, and they indicate 
that those resurrected will not marry or be 
reunited in a marriage relationship with former 
mates.
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In order to appreciate why this position is 
held, it would be beneficial to consider the 
setting of Jesus’ words. Matthew 22:23-33 could 
be read with profit. In an attempt to outwit 
Jesus the Sadducees posed a problem: A Jewish 
woman lost her husband before producing any 
children. In accord with the law of brother-in- 
law marriage given at Deuteronomy 25:5-10, she 
married her deceased husband’s brother and 
progressed through seven brothers without 
producing children, each of the husbands dying. 
The Sadducees asked whose wife she would be in 
the resurrection.—Luke 20:28-33.

The Jews had knowledge and hope of an 
earthly resurrection, even though these opposing 
Sadducees did not accept the resurrection hope 
plainly set out in the Hebrew Scriptures. (Isa. 
25:8; Job 14:13; Dan. 12:13) In his reply Jesus 
did not avoid answering their question by 
speaking about the resurrection to heavenly 
life. They had presented a problem involving 
Jews under the Mosaic law who died before 
Jesus opened the way to heavenly life, and 
Christ logically replied on this basis: “In the 
resurrection neither do men marry nor are 
women given in marriage, but are as angels 
in heaven.”—Matt. 22:30.

Further showing that Jesus had in mind an 
earthly resurrection, as recorded at Matthew 
22:31, 32 and Luke 20:37, 38, he referred to 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and proved by the 
information that Moses was given at the burn­
ing bush that these patriarchs would be resur­
rected from the dead. Well, what Scriptural 
hope is there for these men? They will have an 
earthly resurrection, having died before Jesus 
opened the way to heavenly life or held out 
that hope for a small number of mankind. 
(Matt. 11:11; Acts 2:34; Heb. 10:19, 20) So the 
entire discussion here is about an earthly resur­
rection and not about a resurrection that re­
sults in life in heaven with the angels there.

This has long been understood and taught 
by Jehovah’s witnesses. As far back as The 
Watchtower of November 15, 1904, page 345, 
we read in a discussion of these verses: “True 
the glorified Church will not marry, but there 
is no reference here to the Church class, the 
Bride class. The question did not refer to saints, 
but to any ordinary Jews under the Law.. . .  
Nothing in the illustration implied that either 
the woman or any of her husbands were fol­
lowers of the Lord.”
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How, then, will those raised to earthly life 
be like the angels? The angels in heaven do 
not marry and procreate, producing angelic 
offspring. Yet they can enjoy satisfying associa­
tion with myriads of other spirit creatures 
serving God. Similarly, those who in this pres­
ent wicked system of things prove them­
selves worthy of gaining a resurrection in the 
new order or the coming system of things will 
not marry and produce offspring. (2 Cor. 4:4; 
Mark 10:30) Immediately upon resurrection 
they become “God’s children by being children 
of the resurrection.” Their heavenly “Father,” 
the one giving them life by resurrecting them, 
has determined that they will not marry, though 
they will be in position to receive many other 
blessings at his hand, not the least of which 
will be the privilege of close and warm associa­
tion with other earthly servants of God.

Additionally, the ones who are resurrected to 
earthly life and who prove their integrity to 
God through the millennium and the final test 
to follow will be recognized by God as being 
righteous and so will be given everlasting life. 
(Rev. 20:5, 7-10) When once Jehovah has de­
clared them righteous by recognizing their 
human perfection and righteousness, no other 
person in heaven or on earth can destroy them 
without God’s permission and according to his 
will. (Rom. 8:33) The angels are mortal, as 
proved by the fact that Satan and the demons 
will be destroyed. (Matt. 25:41) Despite their 
mortality the faithful angels live on forever. 
Those resurrected to earthly life who are de­
clared righteous by God will live and be blessed 
by Jehovah forever even though they are 
mortal like the angels.

So while it is true that the 144,000 raised 
to heavenly life will not marry, evidently Jesus, 
in making the comments at Luke 20:34-36, was 
not speaking about this small fraction of those 
to be resurrected. But, rather, in accord with 
the question posed, he was speaking about the 
earthly resurrection and what will be the 
situation for the thousands of millions raised 
from the dead to earthly life.

As indicated by correspondence we have 
received, this conclusion is one difficult for some 
to accept because of the strong influence of 
human emotions. While we can sincerely sym­
pathize with those who have lost mates in death, 
we must honestly admit that the conclusion dis­
cussed above is the one suggested in the Scrip-
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tures. Since this is all God’s Word says about it, 
when asked what the Bible indicates on this 
topic, we can but explain matters in this way.

If, though, this Scriptural conclusion seems 
hard for one to accept, is it wise to become 
upset over the matter and let this question 
interfere with one’s faith? No, it would be far 
better to leave the matter in God’s hands. 
Jehovah is a God of loving-kindness, under­
standing and mercy. (Ex. 34:6; Job 12:13; Isa. 
60:10) He will not act unjustly toward those 
who have his favor. As Elihu said to Job, “for 
a fact, God himself does not act wickedly, and 
the Almighty himself does not pervert judg­
ment.” (Job 34:12) While humans might now 
think they will have certain needs and desires, 
we personally have never lived under the per­
fect conditions God has in store for mankind. He 
knows what perfect humans need, and we can 
be certain he will provide for all the needs of 
his “children of the resurrection,” as well as the 
Armageddon survivors. We can rest assured 
that the inspired words at Psalm 145:16 will 
prove true then: “You are opening your hand
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and satisfying the desire of every living thing.” 
What God has promised for those who love him 
and serve him faithfully, everlasting life in 
peace, health, happiness and contentment, will 
be the possession of all who have his approval 
in the new order. What a joy it will be to 
fellowship with friends and relatives united by 
the bonds of Christian love and the service of 
Jehovah. That will truly be a rich and satisfying 
life!

The Bible does not provide all the details 
about the resurrection and how things such as 
family matters and child training will be 
arranged on the earth in the new system of 
things. We can be certain, though, that Jehovah 
is going to do what is loving and absolutely 
just. In fact, he is going to do what is perfect 
and right to a degree that our imperfect minds 
cannot even conceive. Thus we can in faith rely 
on Moses’ words at Deuteronomy 32:4: “The 
Rock, perfect is his activity, for all his ways 
are justice. A God of faithfulness, with whom 
there is no injustice; righteous and upright is 
he.”
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HOW DID YOU COME TO BE?
Throughout the world the doctrine of evolu­

tion is taught as established fact. The origin of 
life and man is almost always presented in 
evolutionary terms in studies of science, phi­
losophy, history and even religion. But does this 
doctrine really harmonize with the facts of 
science? What do you personally know about 
it? Read the 192-page hardbound book Did Man 
Get Here by Evolution or by Creation? It bears 
directly on your life and future.* Send only 25c.

FIELD MINISTRY
Freedom is a prized possession. Those who 

are spiritually free want to help others to be 
released from captivity to superstitions and

false religious traditions. Jehovah’s witnesses 
strongly feel this way, for they recognize the 
symbolic Babylon the Great of Revelation 18:2 
as being the world empire of false religion, to 
which millions of persons are imprisoned. As 
Jehovah’s witnesses preach a release to Bab­
ylon’s captives during the month of October, 
they are offering to all interested persons a 
year's subscription for Awake! magazine, with 
three booklets, for $1.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
November 5: Rescuing a Great Crowd of

Mankind Out of Armageddon. Page 617. 
Songs to Be Used: 40, 6.

November 12: To the Rescue! Page 624. Songs
to Be Used: 27, 1.


