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K I N G D O M

W a s  It Fo re to ld  in the Bible?

EARLY in June the news headlines 
proclaimed the swift developments of 

the war in the Middle East: “ Israel 
Sweeps Ahead on All Fronts,”  “Israelis 
Rout Arabs; Approach Suez.” Within a 
few days it was over. Israeli troops oc­
cupied all of Jerusalem, all Jordanian ter­
ritory west of the Jordan and the whole 
Peninsula of Sinai.

Meanwhile there was widespread specu­
lation about the significance of these hap­
penings. Could it be that the ancient 
prophecies of the Bible are being fulfilled? 
many are asking. For example, these 
words of Jehovah God written down more 
than 2,500 years ago: “ I will bring them 
back to the land that I gave to their fore­
fathers, and they will certainly repossess 
it.”—Jer. 30:3; see also Ezekiel 37:21.

Not insignificant on this subject are the 
views and attitudes of the Israelis them­
selves. Has the dispersion of Jews ended? 
Do the Israelis claim to have in any sense 
a theocratic or God-ruled state, and do 
they depend upon God for protection? 
Consider some of the facts.

In the year following the declaration of 
Israel’s independence as a state, a promi­
nent German rabbi, Ignaz Maybaum, made 
this pertinent admission: “Zion is not yet. 
We must still pray for it to be established.

The Messiah has not yet come, only a 
Jewish State has been established. The 
world is not yet redeemed. We must still 
wait, hope and pray. We are still in the 
galut [exile]; the citizens of Israel as 
well.”— The Christian Century, April 3, 
1963.

Former premier David Ben-Gurion has 
always opposed the idea of forming a mod­
ern theocratic state. And it is noteworthy 
that in his review of the first ten years 
of Israeli statehood he had nothing to 
say about the direction and help of God. 
He declared: “ Israel is determined to 
strengthen her military preparedness and 
to persevere in her work of rebuilding and 
redemption; to bring in Jews from the 
lands of oppression and misery; to con­
quer the desert and make it flourish by 
the power of science and the pioneering 
spirit.”—New York Times Magazine, April 
20, 1958.

The active, militant segment in Israel 
have no faith in the Bible accounts of 
God’s miraculous dealings with their an­
cestors. They do not accept them as his­
torical. They insist that theirs is a secu­
lar state governed by secular laws enacted 
by their own Knesset (parliament) and 
not by the laws of the Torah. They dis-
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agree with the Scriptural principle: “Un­
less Jehovah himself builds the house [or 
state], it is to no avail that its builders 
have worked hard on it.” (Ps. 127:1) 
They trust in their own strength and 
ability for success.

But what does the Bible, God’s written 
Word, say about the matter of God’s deal­
ing with the Jews? It reveals that he per­
mitted their dispersion in 607 B.C.E. when 
the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem and 
carried the Judean population into exile. 
After seventy years, and in harmony with 
Jeremiah’s prophecy, the Jews experi­
enced a restoration to their land.—Jer. 
29:10; Dan. 9:1, 2.

But is it possible there is still to be a 
larger fulfillment of restoration prophe­
cies, this time upon the modern state of 
Israel? What do the Scriptures and the 
facts show? Certain it is that when the 
foretold Messiah arrived 1,900 years ago 
the Jews rejected him, and he, in turn, de­
clared of them: “Look! Your house is 
abandoned to you.”  “The Kingdom of God 
will be taken from you and be given to a 
nation producing its fruits.” (Matt. 23:38; 
21:43) The final blow came in the year 
70 C.E. when the Romans destroyed Je­
rusalem’s temple and dispersed the Jews. 
—Luke 19:43, 44.

God is no longer, since that time, deal­
ing with a Jewish system of things. (Col. 
2:14; Gal. 3:24, 25) Indeed, from and af­
ter the outpouring of God’s spirit on the 
followers of Jesus Christ at Pentecost of 
33 C.E., he has been dealing with the 
Christian congregation, concerning which 
the apostle Paul wrote: “Thei’e is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor 
freeman, there is neither male nor female; 
for you are all one person in union with 
Christ Jesus. Moreover, if you belong to

Christ, you are really Abraham’s seed, 
heirs with reference to a promise.”— Gal. 
3:28, 29.

The apostle Paul identified those who 
would receive protection and salvation 
when he wrote: “If you publicly declare 
that ‘word in your own mouth,’ that Je­
sus is Lord, and exercise faith in your 
heart that God raised him up from the 
dead, you will be saved. For ‘everyone 
who calls on the name of Jehovah will be 
saved.’ ”—Rom. 10:9, 13.

It is obvious today that modern Israel 
neither confesses Jesus Christ as Lord nor 
calls upon the name of Jehovah. It is not 
a religious, but a political state. Though 
individual Jews may accept Christ and be 
brought into the congregation of his fol­
lowers, it is evident that God is no longer 
dealing with the Jews as a nation. Nor is 
the literal city of Jerusalem any longer 
significant in connection with true wor­
ship, for in all parts of the earth there 
are those who serve God and Christ, his 
appointed King.—John 4:21.

How, then, are we to view the current 
developments in the Middle East? As part 
of a global condition, foretold by the Bible, 
in which international strife, crime and 
violence would mark these as “ the last 
days” of this wicked system of things. 
(2 Tim. 3:1-5) Yes, these events consti­
tute definite evidence of the closeness of 
the end of this system of things. As all 
nations vainly seek for peace while at the 
same time they arm for war, they ignore 
the decree of the Sovereign Ruler of the 
universe giving Christ the power and au­
thority to trample them all down in utter 
defeat. (Dan. 2:44; 1 Cor. 15:24, 25) ‘Sub­
mit to God’s Son!’ is the urgent appeal to 
men of all nations who would survive that 
greatest of all tribulations.—Ps. 2:12.
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MONG God’s creations 
t h e r e  a re  m a n y  

marvelous transforma­
tions that delight and as­
tound. For example, if 
a person had not seen 
it or been told about . ° m thc

form peoples lives? What it, COUld he ever evidence is there that it can?

imagine that an
offensive-looking little caterpillar would 
change into a breathtakingly beautiful 
butterfly? Yet this is what occurs. Is it 
not also amazing that tiny seeds planted 
in the spring become nutritious red beets, 
green beans or ears of corn a short time 
later?

Despite the grandness of these trans­
formations, there is another that is even 
more beautiful and desirable. It is the 
change made in a human whose former 
course of life was molded by the wicked 
environment of the world. The Christian 
apostle Paul calls attention to this mar­
velous transformation in a letter to per­
sonal friends in Corinth, Greece, writing:

“What! Do you not know that unrigh­
teous persons will not inherit God’s king­
dom? Do not be misled. Neither fornica­
tors, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men 
kept for unnatural purposes, nor men who 
lie with men, nor thieves, nor greedy per­
sons, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor ex­
tortioners will inherit God’s kingdom. 
And yet that is what some of you were. 
But you have been washed clean.”—1 Cor. 
6:9-11.

Think of that! Some Christians in Cor­
inth. had formerly been fornicators, adul­
terers, homosexuals, thieves and drunk­

ards. But then they aban­
doned that course of life and be­

came upright men and women. 
What a remarkable transforma­

tion! How was it ever made? Was 
it a change then commonly experi­

enced? Can such transformations be
realized today?

EFFECT OF CHRISTIAN TEACHING
The transformation of those Corin­

thians was accomplished by their listening 
to and putting faith in the message about 
Jesus Christ. Evidence presented to them 
from the Scriptures convinced the Corin­
thians that Christ was indeed the Son of 
God, that he had been raised from the 
dead, and that by following his blameless 
example they, too, could win their Cre­
ator’s favor and blessing. Their convic­
tions were so strong that, with the aid of 
God’s spirit, they put away their former 
bad practices and became footstep follow­
ers of Jesus.

This transformation, however, was not 
limited to persons in Corinth. Throughout 
the Roman Empire sexual abuses, “un­
righteousness, wickedness, covetousness, 
injuriousness, . . . envy, murder, strife, 
deceit, malicious disposition” were preva­
lent. (Rom. 1:26-31) Nevertheless, the 
Christian message effected a change in 
many, including ones in the city of Colos- 
sae to whom the apostle Paul wrote: “In 
those very things you, too, once walked 
when you used to live in them.”—Col. 3: 
5-7; see also Ephesians 4:17-19.

The apostle Paul himself once had a 
malicious disposition and practiced wicked
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works, even being an instigator in the ar­
rest and murder of Christians. (Acts 7: 
58; 8:1; 9:1, 2) Before becoming a Chris­
tian his fellow worker Titus, too, followed 
an unrighteous course, as Paul reminds 
him: “For even we were once senseless, 
disobedient, being misled, being slaves to 
various desires and pleasures, carrying on 
in maliciousness and envy, hateful, hating 
one another.”—Titus 3:3.

The apostle Peter also noted that many 
Christians had once “proceeded in deeds 
of loose conduct, lusts, excesses with wine, 
revelries, drinking matches, and illegal 
idolatries.” But then they changed, Peter 
explained. And what an effect it had! 
Others simply could not understand it. 
— 1 Pet. 4:3, 4.

Many historians have well documented 
the tremendous transformation Christian 
teaching effected in the lives of people. 
Observed one of them in the book Read­
ings in Ethics: “Christianity, within 
twenty-five years of its inception, gave 
a totally new life to thousands and thou­
sands. This new life most noticeably 
expressed itself in a virtue which the 
Stoics condemned and which certainly was 
absent from the practice of the public.” 
And the noted historian John Lord ob­
served in The Old Roman World: “The 
true triumphs of Christianity were seen in 
making good men of those who professed 
her doctrines . . . We have testimony to 
their blameless lives.”

WHAT ABOUT TODAY?
Is the Christian message now having a 

similar effect on the lives of men and 
women? Are people changing from their 
former immoral ways and patterning 
their lives in harmony with Jesus’ exam­
ple? Does God’s Word truly have trans­
forming power today?

A  look at Christendom might indeed 
cause one to believe that the Bible no
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longer exercises beneficial effects on the 
lives of people. For everywhere there ex­
ists a cesspool of crime and immorality. 
Malicious disposition, hatred, strife, envy, 
murder, deceit, along with drunkenness, 
drug addiction and sexual immorality, are 
rampant.

This does not mean, however, that God’s 
Word has lost its transforming power. The 
fact is that Christendom is really not 
Christian. She has only assumed the name 
of Christ. Actually her principal teachings 
and practices are as pagan as those of an­
cient Rome. The Bible is not really ac­
cepted in Christendom as a guide by which 
to live. However, when individuals do em­
brace its teachings, God’s Word can trans­
form their lives just as surely as it al­
tered people’s lives in the first century. 
There is ample evidence of this.

POWER TO END IMMORALITY
The ministry of Jehovah’s witnesses is 

designed to acquaint people with this Book 
that has such tremendous force for good. 
Instruction in God’s Word has caused 
thousands of persons willingly to cease 
from immoral conduct. Typical is the ex­
ample of the young woman who explained 
earlier this year:

“At the time I was studying the Bible 
with Jehovah’s witnesses I had a man 
rooming at my house. I had really grown 
fond of him. Although we didn’t share the 
same bed, there were times we did get 
together. We thought this was all right. 
But things changed when the minister of 
Jehovah’s witnesses that I was studying 
with read me the scripture at First Corin­
thians 6:9, showing that neither fornica­
tors nor adulterers would inherit God’s 
kingdom. I realized that what we were 
doing did not meet the Bible’s high stan­
dards for Christians. I realized, too, that 
if I wanted to have God’s favor, if I want­
ed to tell others the good things I had
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learned, I would have to change my way 
of living. So I told him, No more sexual 
relations.”

She not only stuck to this decision, but 
later was honorably married, and now 
shares in teaching others the Bible’s righ­
teous principles. Even as many in the 
first-century Christian congregation for­
merly had been fornicators and adulterers, 
the same is true in the Christian congre­
gation today.

The extent of the Bible’s transforming 
power is seen in the fact that even har­
lots have been aided by Bible truths to 
give up their unclean activities. (Matt. 
21:31, 32) Sometime ago, for instance, a 
woman in South America who ran a broth­
el began studying the Bible with Jehovah’s 
witnesses. Soon she realized that to be a 
true Christian she must make a radical 
change. And this she did! She gave up her 
business of prostitution, married the man 
with whom she had been living, was bap­
tized, and now is actively engaged in help­
ing others also to learn Bible truths.

POWER OVER ALCOHOL
One of the greatest causes of troubles 

in the family and community is alcohol­
ism or drunkenness. In the United States 
it is considered the number four health 
problem, and in other lands of Christen­
dom it is as bad a problem or even worse. 
Yet, God’s Word has time and again 
proved successful in transforming drunk­
ards into upright, sober Christians, even 
as it did in the first century.—1 Cor. 6: 
10, 11.

In one instance an Oregon man, when 
under the influence of alcohol, would 
harshly mistreat his wife and four chil­
dren. For years his drunken bouts con­
tinued, even after his wife started study­
ing the Bible and became an exemplary 
Christian. Then, in 1957, he agreed to 
have a Bible study. His eldest son, now

487
a member of the headquarters staff of Je­
hovah’s witnesses in Brooklyn, New York, 
observes:

“Within just a short time Bible prin­
ciples started to affect my father’s life. 
He quit drinking, changed his bad habits 
and became a very good example to those 
in the small community where we lived. 
He was baptized in 1958, and now serves 
as a ministerial servant in the local con­
gregation of Jehovah’s witnesses.” How 
happy this family is that God’s Word has 
such transforming power!

Even persons who have sunk to the 
depths of alcoholism on “skid row” have 
been transformed by the Word of God. 
One alcoholic spent thirteen years on the 
“skid row” of New York city. During this 
time he would, on occasions, obtain a copy 
of The Watchtower or Awake! and read it. 
The Bible articles impressed him. In 1954, 
when he went into the hospital for treat­
ment, he swore never again to take anoth­
er drink, and he never did. As soon as he 
came out of the hospital he located a 
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s witnesses and 
began to attend regularly. He explained: 
“For the first time in my life I truly be­
gan to live.”  In 1958 he was baptized, and 
he has served as a faithful minister with 
a New York City congregation ever since.

TRANSFORMING HOSTILE ATTITUDES
How often hostile feelings develop be­

tween individuals, families and nations! 
And over such insignificant matters! 
Fights, feuds and wars then result, and 
much blood is spilled. Happily, God’s 
Word has the power to destroy these hos­
tile attitudes, and replace them with feel­
ings of love, peace and friendliness.

An interesting instance is that involv­
ing two neighbor ladies in Switzerland 
who for years had quarreled and feuded. 
All members of both families suffered 
from the resulting tensions. Then, not long
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ago, one of the ladies began a study of 
God’s Word. The minister studying with 
her explains the effect this had: “The day 
came when she had the courage to speak 
to her neighbor with whom she had hardly 
exchanged a cordial word for years, and 
asked her pardon, although she was cer­
tainly not alone to blame for the state of 
affairs. All concerned were happy and felt 
freed.”

But this was not the conclusion of the 
matter. Although the neighbor lady had 
previously rejected the Bible message, 
when a minister of Jehovah’s witnesses 
next called, her response was: “Please 
come in, I must quickly tell you some­
thing.” Then, after telling about her 
neighbor’s wonderful change of attitude, 
she said: “There is really something in 
your religion, because I am sure that my 
neighbor was encouraged by a woman in 
your faith to make peace with me. I have 
seen her going there regularly.” This lady 
also began studying the Bible with Jeho­
vah’s witnesses. God’s Word truly does 
have the power to destroy hostile attitudes 
and to bring peace!

Although the Bible’s counsel to ‘beat 
swords into plowshares and spears into 
pruninghooks’ has not been heeded by the 
unchristian nations of Christendom, indi­
viduals and even entire communities have. 
(Isa. 2:4) A few years ago the people in 
two villages in Mexico were armed with 
pistols and rifles for use during feuds. As 
a result, slayings would frequently occur, 
but when the government would try to 
prosecute the guilty, no one would say 
anything. Then one family accepted a Bi­
ble study with a visiting minister of Je­
hovah’s witnesses. Eventually practically 
every one in the villages began studying 
and embraced the Bible truths. Hostile at­
titudes were soon replaced with friendly 
ones, and the weapons were sold and with 
the money Bibles were purchased.

B r o o k l y n , N .Y .

POWER TO CREATE NEW PERSONALITIES
God’s Word truly has power to trans­

form personalities! The change begins in 
the mind, as the Bible notes in the en­
couragement: “Quit being fashioned after 
this system of things, but be transformed 
by making your mind over.” (Rom. 12: 
2) So, first, knowledge of Jehovah God 
and his grand purposes must be taken into 
the mind through Bible study. But, then, 
to be rid of the malicious disposition and 
strife of this system of things, one’s heart 
must be moved by the information. He 
must have the desire to please his Creator, 
whose appeal is: “Strip off the old per­
sonality with its practices, and clothe 
yourselves with the new personality.” 
—Col. 3:9, 10; Eph. 4:22-24.

Everywhere God’s Word is transform­
ing lives and making good people from 
bad, even as it did in the first century. 
A few years ago a minister was calling 
on homes in the Fiji Islands when he met 
a leading businessman who warmly wel­
comed him in and told him: “For years 
the village was plagued by a group of 
hooligans who caused the businessmen 
much trouble and loss of property. Then 
about a year ago Jehovah’s witnesses came 
to town. Before long certain of the leading 
ones of this band of hooligans became 
Witnesses and are now peaceable and re­
spectable citizens. The entire situation has 
seen a great improvement within the past 
year because of this.”

Become acquainted with the power of 
God’s Word! Accept the offer of Jeho­
vah’s witnesses to conduct a personal Bi­
ble study with you and your family free 
of charge. You will find that what an early 
president of the United States, Thomas 
Jefferson, once said is indeed true: “Stu­
dious perusal of the Sacred Volume will 
make better citizens, better fathers, bet­
ter husbands . . .  The Bible makes the 
best people in the world.”
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l im p in g
u p o n

A N Y  a r e  
the persons 

who are afflicted by 
a physical limp, of­
ten through no fault 
of their own, perhaps 
through some acci­
dent or defect at birth. Can it be 
rectified? Sometimes yes, but most 
often they have to make the best of 
the situation and let positive think­
ing offset the physical handicap. But 
did you know that there is a mental 
limping that constitutes a graver 
handicap to progress and happiness?
May it never be your misfortune to 
become its victim.

But just what is this mental limping? 
How does it affect one? Can those affected 
throw it off? How can they be assisted 
to do so? And is it possible that one may 
suffer from this handicap without dis­
cerning the source of his difficulty? These 
are a few of the inquiries we might pon­
der, with benefit to ourselves and possibly 
also to others we may be able to aid.

First, consider the symptoms of this 
ailment. An almost continual state of hesi­
tancy is one of the indications of mental 
limping. The person never seems to be 
able to make up his mind on any matter, 
be it ever so simple. Even when it is a 
question of deciding between two courses, 
and one of them is definitely proved to be 
undesirable, the irresolute person still 
seems to find a strong attraction toward 
going against his own better judgment. 
Strange, is it not?

Many and varied are the thoughts upon 
this subject that thinkers of all ages have 
come up with. Says one: “ Irresolution is 
a worse vice than rashness. He that shoots 
best may sometimes miss the mark; but 
he that shoots not at all can never hit it.” 
And another: “A  man without decision 
can never be said to belong to himself; he

is as a wave of the sea, or a feather in 
the air which every breeze blows about as 
it listeth.” Indeed, several have concluded 
that irresoluteness, under circumstances 
that demand decision, is a sign of coward­
liness.

Here is how another writer analyzes 
this mental weakness: “ In matters of 
great concern, and which must be done, 
there is no surer argument of a weak mind 
than irresolution—to be undetermined 
where the case is plain, and the necessity 
urgent. To be always intending to live a 
new life, but never to find time to set 
about it.”

GOD’S WORD ON THE SUBJECT
The Bible, for its part, offers powerful 

instruction on the subject by way of il­
lustration from real-life experience. Pic­
ture in your mind that crowd of Israelites 
assembled on Mount Carmel during the 
reign of wicked King Ahab. They were a 
badly confused people. For many years 
now, in spite of Jehovah’s law against 
image worship, they had been persuaded 
to worship calf idols set up at Dan and 
Bethel under the pretense that those idols 
stood for Jehovah, their deliverer from 
Egyptian slavery.— 1 Ki. 12:28, 29.
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As though this were not bad enough, 

King Ahab’s wife, Jezebel, had now in­
troduced Baal worship into the kingdom 
in a big way. By coercion and persuasion 
she had induced most of the people to 
adopt this Canaanite cult, and to mingle 
its rites with those of their calf worship. 
Scores of priests of Jehovah had been 
slaughtered. The spirit of compromise was 
abroad in the land. Doubtless many rea­
soned that, since Baal signifies “owner” 
or “ lord,” they could outwardly comply 
with the rites demanded by Jezebel, while 
mentally transferring devotion to the true 
God. They were willing to purchase a false 
peace at the price of truth and honesty.

Are we not reminded of people today 
who take refuge in the assumption that 
all religions are right as long as the ad­
herents live up to them? Thus they feel 
they are saved the irksome responsibility 
of measuring their respective merits and 
determining which religion most nearly 
conforms to the requirements of true re­
ligion as set out in the Holy Bible. They 
think they are relieved from having to 
make a decision.

However, back there God’s prophet 
Elijah and seven thousand other Israel­
ites had not succumbed to such crippled 
thinking. They knew their God and they 
refused to bow the knee to Baal or 
participate in any other form of false wor­
ship. (1 Ki. 19:18) And the prophet fear­
lessly challenged the compromising Israel­
ites and their king: “How long will you 
be limping upon two different opinions? 
If Jehovah is the true God, go following 
him; but if Baal is, go following him.” 
(1 Ki. 18:21) Yes, he put his finger right 
at the root of the trouble—two opinions!

Jehu, an anointed executioner of Jeho­
vah’s judgment, was another who despised 
the wavering course of the mental limpers. 
When confronted by the peace overtures 
of King Jehoram, son of Ahab and Jeze-
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bel, he stoutly declared: “What peace 
could there be as long as there are the 
fornications of Jezebel your mother and 
her many sorceries?” (2 Ki. 9:22) He 
knew that, as long as Jezebel lived, the 
murderous campaign against true wor­
shipers of Jehovah would be maintained. 
Either she and her progeny must be exe­
cuted or else all loyal servants of Jehovah 
would be marked for slaughter. There 
could be neither truce nor delay.

Doubtless Jehu called to mind the choice 
of religion offered by Joshua to his fore­
fathers some years after they entered the 
land of their inheritance. He would vividly 
recall Joshua’s own unequivocal stand as 
he announced: “As for me and my house­
hold, we shall serve Jehovah.” (Josh. 24: 
15) There was no quibbling, no attempt to 
accommodate conflicting opinions, no giv­
ing place to interfaith ideas. His God was 
no God of confused religious cults. No, he 
was the God of truth, the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, and he would never share 
his glory with false deities.—Isa. 42:8.

IN THE FIRST CENTURY C.E.
At the time Jesus Christ was on earth 

the spirit of compromise, of limping be­
tween two opinions, was very much in 
evidence. Religious leaders showed their 
preference for Oriental philosophy and 
Babylonish rites, yet still maintained an 
outward semblance of subjection to the 
Mosaic law. To them Jesus applied the 
scathing words: “You also, outwardly in­
deed, appear righteous to men, but inside 
you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.” 
(Matt. 23:28) To the people in general he 
said: “No one can slave for two masters; 
for either he will hate the one and love 
the other, or he will stick to the one and 
despise the other.”—Matt. 6:24.

He frankly announced that the purpose 
of his coming was not to initiate a peace 
based on compromise, but, rather, to make
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clear separation between those who would 
worship Jehovah with all their heart and 
those who would not do so. Said he: “I 
came to put, not peace, but a sword. For 
I came to cause division, with a man 
against his father, and a daughter against 
her mother.”—Matt. 10:34-36.

IN OUR OWN DAY

But, now, what of today? Can we ob­
serve the same spirit of indecision and 
compromise? Surely no one can deny that 
we are living in an era of compromise, 
when catholicity or 
ecumenism is in 
vogue, when inter­
faith seeks to build 
up one great  c o n ­
glomerate religion, 
when being frank 
and forthright about 
Bible truth is frowned upon! The “peace 
at any price” plea is to be heard on all 
sides. The seeds of compromise are being 
spread world wide by winds of false doc­
trine and are finding lodgment in un­
settled, irresolute minds.

People who love God need to be on 
guard. They need to examine themselves 
and their motives from time to time, to 
be sure that they are not infected. To his 
true worshipers Jehovah reveals himself 
as no vague “Lord,” whose personal name 
can be forgotten and suppressed in favor 
of an artificial religion that will please 
everybody. He is not the God of all the 
confused sects with their contradictory 
teachings. He is not the God of those who 
deny, who add to or take from the words 
of his holy Book, the Bible. Nor is he the 
God of those who are halfhearted in their 
worship. Abraham, Moses, Joshua, Daniel 
and Nehemiah are a few examples of the 
worshipers Jehovah delights to own as his 
servants.

What makes the situation today most
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urgent is that God has made it plain that 
the time of his execution of judgment upon 
“Babylon the Great,” the world empire of 
false religion, is at the door. This is no 
time to be limping upon two different 
opinions. The warning from heaven for 
our day is: “Get out of her, my people, 
if you do not want to share with her in 
her sins, and if you do not want to receive 
part of her plagues.” (Rev. 18:4) There 
is no time for dallying. God will no more 
spare the organizations of false religion 
than he spared the glorious temple built by 

Solomon at Jerusa­
lem.

And it is not only 
in the larger matters 
involving active sup­
port of Great Bab­
ylon’s religions that 
y o u  m u s t  be on 

guard. Some of the smaller matters are 
those that appear harmless and yet do 
much to reveal where your heart is. Lot’s 
wife probably thought it could do no harm 
just to look back at Sodom. Yet she per­
ished.—Gen. 19:26; Luke 17:32.

Some parents, though no longer mem­
bers of a Babylonish church system, feel 
it is all right to send their children to Sun­
day school in one of those systems. They 
imagine that any Bible stories they will 
hear there will do them no harm. They 
overlook the danger that the foundation 
for some false doctrine may well be laid 
in their young minds and that the young­
sters are being exposed to association with 
those who conform to Babylonish rites and 
religious duties.

Then, again, there are some who feel 
they can personally attend Christendom’s 
religious services from time to time just 
to keep up with what is going on or to 
please some worldly relative or acquaint­
ance. Yet, the apostle Paul, following his 
conversion to the true faith, publicly de-
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nounced interfaith attitudes: “Do not be­
come unevenly yoked with unbelievers. 
For what sharing do righteousness and 
lawlessness have? Or what fellowship does 
light [true Bible teaching] have with 
darkness [superstition and human tradi­
tion] ? . . .  And what agreement does God’s 
temple have with idols? For we [the apos­
tle and fellow anointed Christians who 
abide by God’s Word] are a temple of a 
living God . . . ‘ “Therefore get out from 
among them, and separate yourselves,” 
says Jehovah, “and quit touching the un­
clean thing.’” ”—2 Cor. 6:14-17.

To still others it may seem a small 
thing to give time and attention to read­
ing literature put out by Babylon’s false 
religions. Perhaps they feel strong enough 
not to be easily moved from their stand 
for Bible truth. Nevertheless, they will 
probably wonder why they do not get the 
same clear-cut understanding and the 
same positive attitude as others who are 
zealous in the worship of the true God. 
The fact is that they lack the whole­
heartedness that is pleasing to Jehovah, 
and so cannot expect to enjoy his fullest 
blessing. They are in danger of developing 
a limp in their thinking.

NEED FOR RESOLUTE ACTION
Those who would please Jehovah and 

gain life cannot afford, in these “ last 
days,” to hesitate long over the choice be­
tween light and darkness, truth and error, 
God’s congregation of servants and the 
organizations of their opponents. They 
must avoid the division of allegiance that
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results in “an indecisive man, unsteady in 
all his ways.” (Jas. 1:8) It takes only a 
little dabbling in false religious teaching 
to spoil one’s attitude and capacity for 
pure worship. (Gal. 5:9; Matt. 16:6, 12) 
“Keep making straight paths for your 
feet,” is the urgent counsel of the apostle 
Paul.—Heb. 12:13.

No longer should there be curiosity 
about or hankering after the nutritionless 
diet of Great Babylon’s religions. Espe­
cially so since it takes all available time to 
pursue a diligent study of the Bible and its 
message in order to get one’s feet fixed 
firmly on the pathway to life. We can 
avoid the dangerous limping upon two dif­
ferent opinions if we humbly recognize 
that lifesaving truth comes to us from 
Jehovah through the spirit-filled organi­
zation over which Christ Jesus presides. 
(Matt. 24:45-47) Progress and happiness 
will be the immediate reward for the 
single-minded ones.

So resolute action is what is called for 
in this vital time of decision. We dare not 
stand on the sidelines in this time when 
Christ Jesus is conducting the great work 
of dividing “sheep” from “goats.”  If we 
would be gathered to the right side of the 
King’s favor, we must show ourselves to 
be “sheep” who refuse to listen to false 
shepherds or to wander away and depend 
upon our own meager resources. (Matt. 
25:31-40) We must listen to and act 
the earnest counsel implicit in Elijah’s 
challenging question: “How long will you 
be limping upon two different opinions?” 
—1 Ki. 18:21.
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“You yourself alone, O 
make me dwell in security."—Ps.

TH E N E E D  
f o r

T HE life of mankind has been marked 
by insecurity nearly all the time that 

men have lived on earth. History reveals 
the many dangers to which they have 
been exposed. Illness in all its forms has 
carried men off. Disasters and famines 
have taken their toll of unnumbered hu­
man lives. Wars, small and big, have dev­
astated many countries and brought mil­
lions of men to an early grave. Crime also 
has been ever present, and multitudinous 
are the ones who have fallen victim to it.

2 Although the progress due to science 
has provided men with many commodities 
not previously available—for example, 
medicines to treat some of his ailments— 
yet the life of man has not become safer 
in our scientific age. To the contrary. The 
scientific development in the field of ar­
mament is so colossal—just think of the 
atomic, biological and chemical weapons 
produced—that the life of men, not only 
in a few countries, but around the globe, 
is threatened to a degree never before 
known in the whole history of mankind. 
Truly, life has become more modern, but 
at the same time very uncertain and peri­
lous. No wonder, then, that the speeches 
of statesmen and other prominent person-
1. What has made the life of man uncertain during 
almost all the time he has been on earth?
2. How have the developments of science affected man’s 
security?

alities, headlined in the world press, time 
and again revolve around the terms 
“peace” and “security.”  They reflect clear­
ly the prevailing uncertainty in the world.

3 In spite of all the efforts undertaken 
by worldly men, no real security is being 
reached. Hardly has one conflict been set­
tled when another breaks out. Many peo­
ple looking into the future see nothing but 
a big question mark. Insecurity and uncer­
tainty are increasing. Here is how the Bi­
ble accurately foretold just these condi­
tions in our day: “Also, there will be 
signs in sun and moon and stars, and on 
the earth anguish of nations, not knowing 
the way out because of the roaring of the 
sea and its agitation, while men become 
faint out of fear and expectation of the 
things coming upon the inhabited earth.” 
—Luke 21:25, 26.

4 According to the Bible we may never 
expect that the present agitated world will 
find peace and security. Why is this so? 
Because it is seeking security in the wrong 
direction and in the wrong manner. Men 
in general have not learned that humans 
and human organizations can never pro­
vide true security. They ignore the clear
3. How did the Bible foretell our days, which are 
marked by uncertainty?
4. (a) Why will this present world never find real 
peace and security? (b) Who is the source of true 
security?
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advice of the Bible: “Do not put your 
trust in nobles, nor in the son of earthling 
man, to whom no salvation belongs.” (Ps. 
146:3) No man, regardless of how promi­
nent he may be and with what power he 
may be invested, religious or political, no 
nation of this world and no international 
organization can provide true security and 
salvation for mankind. These precious, 
sought-after goals can derive only from 
one source, namely, God the Almighty, 
whose name is Jehovah, and only in har­
mony with the provisions he has made. 
—Isa. 43:11.

SECURITY IN ANCIENT ISRAEL
6 As is generally known, the Israelites, 

that is, the descendants of the Hebrew 
Abraham through his son Isaac and his 
grandson Jacob, were at one time the cho­
sen people of Jehovah. In Jehovah’s deal­
ings with Israel there are revealing fore­
gleams of how security can be gained and 
how it can be lost. As the history of Is­
rael shows, national security and individ­
ual security were very likely at their 
zenith during the reign of the wise, peace­
ful and famous king Solomon, one of the 
human kings who ruled representatively 
for the invisible King Jehovah. In im­
pressive words a chronicler reports about 
that blessed time: “And peace itself be­
came his in every region of his, all around. 
And Judah and Israel continued to dwell 
in security, everyone under his own vine 
and under his own fig tree, from Dan to 
Beer-sheba, all the days of Solomon.” 
—1 Ki. 4:24, 25.

6 This peace, security and welfare dur­
ing the reign of King Solomon were not 
the result of human wisdom. Rather, they 
resulted from heavenly wisdom. The peo-
5. (a) What does Israel’s history show as to security? 
(b) Describe the blessed reign of King Solomon.
6. (a) What were the factors contributing to Israel’s 
welfare and security? (b) But what does Israel’s later 
history show?
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pie of Israel had received a fine code of 
laws. Centuries before, it had been made 
known by Jehovah to Moses and through 
him to the nation of Israel. This uniform 
legislation was to be applied throughout 
the whole territory of that nation, and it 
applied generally to Israelites and foreign­
ers alike. It governed the relations of this 
people to its God and also the relations 
between individuals. It was a good law. To 
this the Christian apostle Paul testifies, 
when he wrote: “Wherefore, on its part, 
the law is holy, and the commandment is 
holy and righteous and good.” (Rom. 7: 
12) The more strictly the people observed 
this law, both rulers and subjects, the 
more they enjoyed the favor of their God, 
Jehovah, and the more they enjoyed peace 
and security. But the more they departed 
from the law, usually led on by a ruling 
class that had turned wicked, the greater 
their insecurity became. This is very 
tragically illustrated in what happened to 
Israel after the majority had rejected the 
Messiah, the one whom God had sent to 
them as their Redeemer. In 70 C.E., when 
the Romans destroyed Israel’s famous cap­
ital, Jerusalem, this highly favored peo­
ple lost its national existence. The history 
of the Jews during the nineteen centuries 
that followed is unparalleled as far as in­
security and adversity are concerned. It 
all goes to show that true security can 
never be found outside of a proper rela­
tionship with man’s Creator.—Ps. 91:2.

THE CITY OF REFUGE 
— A PROTECTIVE PROVISION

7 Let us now consider one of the pro­
visions of the Mosaic law more closely. 
It is true that the Mosaic law with its 
many decrees and penal sanctions is no 
longer in force. When the Messiah, Jesus 
Christ, came, nineteen centuries ago, the 
time of this law was up. It had served its
7. Why is the law of Moses still of interest for us?
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purpose. By its being fulfilled it was tak­
en out of the way. The Bible so informs 
us in these words: “He kindly forgave 
us all our trespasses and blotted out the 
handwritten document [the Mosaic law] 
against us, which consisted of decrees and 
which was in opposition to us; and He 
has taken it out of the way by nailing it 
to the torture stake [of Jesus Christ].” 
(Col. 2:13, 14) But this old 
body of law, although no 
more being in force after 
Jesus Christ was used to 
bring it to an end on Nisan 
14, 33 C.E., contains many 
instructive types or “shad­
ows,” as well as principles, 
from which Christians may 
draw enlightenment and 
benefit. The weekly sab­
bath or day of rest, for ex­
ample, which was stipulat­
ed in the Mosaic law, was 
such a shadow o f  g ood  
things to come, pointing 
forward to something in 
the future, namely, the 
thousand years of peace 
and tranquillity under the reign of Christ, 
the Messiah.—Col. 2:16, 17; Heb. 10:1.

8 A very interesting provision in the 
Mosaic law was that of the cities of refuge. 
Where were they located and what pur­
pose did they serve? The Law provided 
for a total of six of these cities, three of

tainous region of Ephraim, and Kiriath- 
arba, that is to say, Hin the moun­
tainous region of Judah. And in the 
region of the Jordan, at Jericho, toward 
the east they gave Bezer in the wilderness 
on the tableland out of the tribe of Reu­
ben, and Ramoth in Gilead out of the tribe 
of Gad, and Golan in Bashan out of the 
tribe of Manasseh.”— Josh. 20:7, 8.

9 A look at the map of 
the Promised Land shows 
that these cities were rath­
er equa l ly  d is tr ibu ted  
throughout the land. Why 
was this so? These cities 
were to be within reach of 
any inhabitant—the Israel­
ites as well as the alien res­
idents and settlers—who 
might need the city’s pro­
tection. These cities were 
havens of refuge, places of 
protection, open to persons 
whose lives were in danger, 
and therefore they were so 
located that the ones seek­
ing protection might rea­
sonably have the necessary 

strength and time to flee there. The na­
tional law ruled on who was eligible for 
protection. Anybody could flee to one of 
these cities who, due to accident, without 
any evil intent, had caused the death of 
another person or persons, be it while 
working or in any other situation.

them on the east side of the Jordan River 
and three on the west side. Concerning the 
names and geographical locations of these 
cities we are informed by Joshua, Moses’ 
successor as visible leader of Israel: “Ac­
cordingly they gave a sacred status to Ke- 
desh in Galilee in the mountainous region 
of Naphtali, and Shechem in the moun-
8. How many cities of refuge were there, and what 
were their names ?

10 To illustrate, here is an example of 
such a situation, one that would make 
flight to the city of refuge necessary. 
“Now this is the case of the manslayer 
who may flee there and has to live: When 
he strikes his fellow man without knowing 
it and he was no hater of him formerly;
9. (a) How were these cities distributed over the land? 
(b) What purpose did they actually serve?
10. Under what circumstances, for example, could a 
man flee there?
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or when he goes with his fellow man into 
the woods to gather wood, and his hand 
has been raised to strike with the ax to 
cut the tree, and the iron has slipped off 
from the wooden handle, and it has hit 
his fellow man and he has died, he him­
self should flee to one of these cities and 
must live.”—Deut. 19:4, 5.

THE SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE
11 But we might ask, Why should such 

a man have to flee to a place of protec­
tion? Because, after having caused the 
death of a fellowman, he was now himself 
in danger of losing his life. The nearest 
relative had the right to act as avenger 
of the blood of the person killed; he was 
entitled to act as executioner and in this 
capacity he could act swiftly, without de­
lay. At that time this right of the avenger 
of blood was fully recognized. Undoubted­
ly it had its origin in the ordinance we 
find in the first book of the Bible, in Gene­
sis 9, verses 4 to 6. There we find the 
words spoken by Jehovah to Noah and 
his sons, survivors of the global flood, and 
these words underscore the great value 
the Creator attaches to human life. “Only 
flesh with its soul—its blood—you must 
not eat. And, besides that, your blood of 
your souls shall I ask back. From the hand 
of every living creature shall I ask it 
back; and from the hand of man, from the 
hand of each one who is his brother, shall 
I ask back the soul of man. Anyone shed­
ding man’s blood, by man his own 
blood be shed, for in God’s image he made 
man.” From this old ordinance was de­
rived the right to inflict the death penalty 
upon those who shed human blood illegally.

12 This old ordinance was recognized in 
the Mosaic law. Anyone who willfully and 
illegally shed human blood had to pay
11. (a) Why should a person have to flee to the city 
of refuge? (b) What do Jehovah’s words to Noah show?
12. Was bloodguilt attached only to the willful mur­
derer?
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with his own life, after the murder had 
been proved and established by witnesses. 
(Deut. 17:6) Even a person who caused 
the death of a fellowman involuntarily, 
without evil intent, made himself blood- 
guilty. But then the Law provided that 
such an unfortunate person could escape 
death by fleeing into the nearest city of 
refuge. The relevant passage in the Law 
reads: “And Jehovah continued to speak 
to Moses, saying: ‘Speak to the sons of 
Israel, and you must say to them, “You 
are crossing the Jordan to the land of Ca­
naan. And you must choose cities conve­
nient for yourselves. As cities of refuge 
they will serve for you, and the manslayer 
must flee there who fatally strikes a soul 
unintentionally. And the cities must serve 
you as a refuge from the blood avenger, 
that the manslayer may not die until he 
stands before the assembly for judgment. 
And the cities that you will give, the six 
cities of refuge, will be at your service.. . .  
For the sons of Israel and for the alien 
resident and for the settler in the midst 
of them these six cities will serve as a 
refuge, for anyone to flee there that fatally 
strikes a soul unintentionally.” ’ ”—Num. 
35:9-15; Josh. 20:1-6.

13 It can thus be seen that, for everyone 
meeting its terms, this was a legal pro­
vision to save precious human life. These 
six cities were at the same time cities of 
the Levites, and one of them, Hebron, per­
tained to the Aaronic priests. But what 
about a person who made use of the legal 
protection in one of the six cities and who 
was actually not entitled to it, for exam­
ple, a wicked murderer? The Law ruled 
out any protection for a murderer, such 
a person being considered unworthy to 
come within the protective shield of these 
cities. To ensure that no unworthy per­
son would gain refuge, the law demanded
13, 14. (a) Was a willful murderer permitted to gain 
protection in the city of refuge? (b) How was the 
fugitive’s worthiness or willfulness determined?
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that a hearing be held and the circum­
stances be examined, before a person was 
taken up definitely into the protective city. 
It was the elders of the slayer’s dwelling 
place who had to examine the case and 
render the final decision. If the decision 
turned out to be favorable for the refugee, 
then henceforth he was shielded by the 
sacred status of the city of refuge. Thus 
we read:

14 “But if it was unexpectedly without 
enmity that he has pushed him or has 
thrown any article toward him without 
lying in wait, or any stone by which he 
could die without seeing him or he should 
cause it to fall upon him, so that he died, 
while he was not at enmity with him and 
was not seeking his injury, the assembly 
must then judge between the striker and 
the avenger of blood according to these 
judgments. And the assembly must deliver 
the manslayer out of the hand of the 
avenger of blood, and the assembly must 
return him to his city of refuge to which 
he had fled, and he must dwell in it until 
the death of the high priest who was 
anointed with the holy oil.”—Num. 35: 
22-25.

1KThe last part of the scripture just 
quoted explains just how long the unin­
tentional slayer had to remain in this 
legally provided asylum. He did not nec­
essarily have to stay there for all his life, 
but only until the death of the high priest 
occurred, whichever high priest was in 
office at the time the refugee fled to one 
of these havens. When the high priest 
died, then at once all who had fled there 
were fully entitled to leave the city and 
return to their former dwelling places. 
Were they not in danger of being over­
taken by the avenger of blood? No, not 
anymore. The avenger of blood now had 
no right to do harm to the released ref-
15. How long must the unintentional manslayer stay 
in the city of refuge?

4 97

ugees. The case was closed. There was no 
longer any bloodguilt for which to ac­
count. “For he ought to dwell in his 
city of refuge until the high priest’s death, 
and after the high priest’s death the man­
slayer may return to the land of his pos­
session.”—Num. 35:28.

18 The provision of the city of refuge 
teaches us more than one thing. It shows 
us clearly that the Creator of man, Jeho­
vah, values human life as something pre­
cious. There is no question that He has 
the full and indisputable right to destroy 
human life, if men oppose his sovereign 
will and ignore his purpose. Man, how­
ever, certainly is not in the same position 
as his Creator and therefore has no right 
to snuff out human life just as he pleases. 
Life is so precious. In a way it is holy. 
The Mosaic law ruled that even the unin­
tentional manslayer became bloodguilty, 
showing thereby the severity of God in 
matters of bloodshed. No doubt this rigor 
was to impress the Israelites and convey 
to their minds the proper appreciation for 
the sanctity of human life. It also taught 
them in all their dealings to give careful 
consideration to this most precious pos­
session of their fellowmen—life. Pointing 
to the great Source, the psalmist wrote: 
“For with you is the source of life.” 
—Ps. 36:9.

17 On the other hand, the provision of 
the city of refuge shows that Jehovah is 
a God of mercy and that He, as the Su­
preme Judge, knows the hearts of men 
and makes a distinction between one who 
commits a wrong unintentionally and one 
who is wicked in heart and who willfully 
and presumptuously breaks the divine law. 
So the provision of the protective city as 
it existed in ancient Israel reveals two
16. What does the provision of the city of refuge teach 
us as to the value of human life?
17. Which two great qualities of Jehovah are reflected 
in this special legal provision?
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great attributes of Jehovah: his justice 
and his mercy. The psalmist wrote: 
“Righteousness and judgment are the es­
tablished place of your throne; loving­
kindness and trueness themselves come in 
before your face.”—Ps. 89:14.

18 Since the provision of the city of ref­
uge was of prophetic significance, pointing 
forward to greater things to come, the 
following questions arise: What does this 
city picture? Who is typified by the un­
18. Since that provision was a prophetic type, what 
questions now arise?

intentional manslayer who was permitted 
to flee there and who by the avenger of 
blood who pursued the unintentional man- 
slayer? What is meant by the road lead­
ing up to these cities? Who is the high 
priest? And what is shown by the fact 
that the refugees could leave the city af­
ter the high priest died? All these ques­
tions can be answered satisfactorily as we 
let God’s holy spirit ‘lead us into all the 
truth.’ (John 16:13) For further discus­
sion of these questions we refer the read­
er to the following article.

7  am the way and the truth and the life ."—John 14:6.
MONG the ancient people of Israel 
the provision of the cities of refuge 

must often have proved to be lifesaving. 
Their purpose was to grant protection and 
security to unintentional manslayers, in 
view of threatening death by the hand of 
the legal avenger of blood. These cities 
were not to offer protection to criminals. 
And since the provision of these cities, as 
with so many other “shadows” of the Law 
(Heb. 10:1), was a prophetic type, from 
which Christians may learn much, the 
conclusion is inescapable that it typifies 
the grand provision of salvation that God, 
Jehovah, brought into operation for the 
eternal benefit of men of all kinds, to re­
lieve and save them from the penalty of 
bloodguilt. How so?

2 God sent his highest Son, Jesus Christ,
1. What do the cities of refuge typify?
2. What were some of the reasons for Jesus Christ’s 
coming to earth ?

to earth to make known here the great 
truths of this provision and also that he 
might die a sacrificial death, in order to 
save those truly exercising faith in him 
from a certain and everlasting death, and 
give them life without end. Thus we read 
in Ephesians 1:7: “By means of him we 
have the release by ransom through the 
blood of that one, yes, the forgiveness of 
our trespasses, according to the riches of 
his undeserved kindness.”—Matt. 20:28.

3 Even as with the typical city of refuge, 
so also the antitypical city of refuge is a 
merciful provision of God, to forgive re­
penting violators of His law on the basis 
of the ransom of Jesus Christ and to ac­
cept him into his care and protection. 
Writes the apostle Paul: “ So that is why 
he is a mediator of a new covenant, in
3. What is shown by the fact that both Israelites and 
alien residents could find refuge in the city of refuge?
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order that, because a death has occurred 
for their release by ransom from the 
transgressions under the former covenant, 
the ones who have been called might re­
ceive the promise of the everlasting in­
heritance.” (Heb. 9:15) In the literal city 
of refuge, both Israelites and alien resi­
dents could find refuge. (Num. 35:15) 
That pictures that the antitypical city of 
refuge offers its powerful protection, not 
only to spiritual Israelites, that is, those 
who become members of the heavenly 
class and rule and serve as priests with 
Christ Jesus, but also to all those who are 
in line to receive everlasting life on 
earth, “other sheep.”—John 10:16.

4 The unintentional manslayer in Israel 
did not flee abroad, leaving his country, 
but headed for the city of refuge, which 
belonged to the nonpriestly Levites; the 
city of Hebron belonged to the Aaronic 
priests. This signifies that the provision 
of salvation is closely connected with Je­
hovah’s organization. A  remnant of the 
spiritual priestly class is still on earth to­
day, forming the nucleus of the congre­
gation of Jehovah’s people. We cannot ig­
nore the role the visible congregation of 
Jehovah’s witnesses plays in this provi­
sion of salvation. In Acts 2:47 we read: 
“At the same time Jehovah continued to 
join to them daily those being saved.” 
That means that those “being saved” 
were added to the visible body of the 
early Christian congregation. They were 
gathered together into one united family 
of faith. So the visible congregation of 
God’s people has something to do with the 
provision of salvation today. Indeed, it 
has an important place in that provision. 
Every congregation forms a small part of 
God’s people. We cannot remain outside 
the organization of God’s people, separated 
from it, if we want to have Jehovah’s pro-
4. (a) What cannot be overlooked in the provision of 
salvation? (b) To what end do God’s spirit and his 
angels work?
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tection. Jehovah’s spirit and his angels all 
tend to a bringing together in unity of 
thought, aim and action. So there is a vital 
connection between Jehovah’s protection 
in the antitypical city of refuge and His 
visible congregation of spiritual Israelites, 
supervised by the “faithful and discreet 
slave.”—Eph. 4:3-6; Matt. 24:45-47.

THE ANTITYPICAL 
UNINTENTIONAL MANSLAYER

5 But who, then, actually is typified by 
the unintentional manslayer who found 
refuge in the protective city? He is a pic­
ture of all those who become conscious of 
the fact that they, in some way and from 
Jehovah’s viewpoint, share in bloodguilt. 
This fact becomes clear to them when such 
sincere persons come in touch with the en­
lightening message of God’s Word, the 
Bible, which teaches the sanctity of hu­
man life. As in ancient Israel, even so to­
day, a person may have been the cause 
of an accident, fatal to some other person 
or persons. Year by year, tens of thou­
sands of people lose their lives on the 
streets of the world due to traffic acci­
dents. Although there is no evil intent 
present, nevertheless, there is a certain 
amount of guilt involved, and, as a rule, 
the law codes of the nations stipulate pe­
nal sanctions for such cases.

6 But the application of the meaning of 
the unintentional manslayer in the pres­
ent antitype is broader in scope and does 
not limit itself to those cases just men­
tioned. Our age is the period of the great­
est wars in human history. Just think of 
World War I and World War n . Millions 
of men were forced to have a part in 
these bloody events, without actually 
wanting it. Tens of millions of men have 
thus died since 1914, due to the struggle
5. Who was foreshadowed by the unintentional man­
slayer?
6. How have many persons shared in bloodguilt in our
age?
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for world domination and also in the 
course of cruel ideological revolutions. In­
deed, since 1914 C.E. alone the blood ac­
count of mankind has mounted as never 
before in all history. It goes without say­
ing that the Creator of man, the one who 
declared the sanctity of life, must have 
viewed all this with great displeasure. 
—Hab. 1:13.

7 The fact that religious leaders in all 
the world gave their blessing and support 
to such organized, mass spilling of human 
blood has led many persons to believe that 
it was indeed God’s will and even com­
patible with Christianity. So it can be pre­
sumed that many have done wrong while 
believing their course was right. The sup­
port of organized shedding of blood by the 
numerous churches and religions inside 
and outside Christendom reveals one thing 
very clearly: the immense bloodguilt that 
attaches to false religion throughout the 
entire world. This bloodguilt has accumu­
lated, not merely in the past few decades, 
but also during the many centuries of the 
past. Blood indeed has flowed in streams 
in many religious wars, in wars inspired 
by religious leaders and supported by 
them, in crusades, during the so-called In­
quisition and during the persecution of 
faithful servants of God before and after 
Christ. In Revelation, chapter 17, this 
world empire of false religion is signified 
or described in symbol as an immoral 
woman, called “Babylon the Great.” We 
read: “And upon her forehead was writ­
ten a name, a mystery: ‘Babylon the 
Great, the mother of the harlots and of 
the disgusting things of the earth.’ And 
I saw that the woman was drunk with the 
blood of the holy ones and with the blood 
of the witnesses of Jesus.”—Rev. 17:5, 6.

8 How much the churches have misrep-
7. (a) How has heavy bloodguilt become attached to 
false religion? (b) How does Revelation 17:5, 6 de­
scribe this?
8. How have churches misled the people?
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resented God’s purpose and justified wars 
is underlined by the following from a Ger­
man Protestant Sunday paper during 
World War I: “Our combatants are not 
merely fighters for homeland and home, 
for king and fatherland, but they are God’s 
armies, fighting in his service as his in­
struments and administrators. It is good 
for our Christian soldiers to know that 
they really stand in a far higher service 
and office, that they take care of God’s 
business and that therefore the Lord has 
been so marvelously with us . . .  to bring 
the war to a good end. Honor be to God 
alone! Also this war is a step forward on 
the way to the realization of the kingdom 
of God.” ( Kirche,Krieg, Kriegsdienst, by 
Walter Dignath, page 51) How tellingly 
the words of the prophet Jeremiah apply 
to the bloodguilt attached to false reli­
gious systems of Christendom! Says the 
prophet: “Also, in your skirts there have 
been found the blood marks of the souls 
of the innocent poor ones.” (Jer. 2:34) 
But bloodguilt also attaches to pagan re­
ligious organizations.

THE ANTITYPICAL AVENGER OF BLOOD
9 Where there is so much bloodguilt, 

punishment is due and unavoidable. It will 
come without fail, swiftly, yes, within our 
generation. Speaking about this divine 
punishment, the prophet Isaiah wrote: 
“For, look! Jehovah is coming forth from 
his place to call to account the error of 
the inhabitant of the land against him, 
and the land will certainly expose her 
bloodshed and will no longer cover over 
her killed ones.” (Isa. 26:21) In ancient 
Israel it was the legal avenger of blood 
who settled the account and imposed pun­
ishment. Who, we ask, is the avenger of 
blood in the antitype? It is Jesus Christ, 
to whom ‘all authority has been given in
9. (a) When will punishment come upon the blood- 
guilty? (b) Who is the antitypical avenger of blood?
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heaven and on the earth.’ In Revelation, 
chapter 19, he is described as a rider on 
a white horse, carrying on war in righ­
teousness. The armies in heaven follow 
him. About nineteen centuries ago Jesus 
was born on earth as a perfect human, 
and for this reason he often referred to 
himself as the “ Son of man.” (Matt. 28: 
18; 25:31) Due to this he became, so to 
speak, the closest relative of mankind and 
is therefore fully entitled to be the anti- 
typical avenger of blood.

10 In 1914 C.E. the “time of the end” 
came upon this order of human society, 
and particularly since that time the pic­
ture of the city of refuge has become 
timely and applicable. Why is this so? Be­
cause it is in our time, within this genera­
tion, that Jesus Christ will act as the great 
and powerful avenger of blood. He will 
make a complete end to this bloodguilty 
order of society. (Dan. 2:44) The avenger 
of blood and his vast army of holy angels 
will overtake each and every one who has 
not escaped in time to the shielding city 
of refuge. Absolutely nothing can stop this 
oncoming catastrophe. No nation will es­
cape. But individuals can escape it.—Prov. 
1:24-33.

FLIGHT TO SAFETY
31 But how can individuals avoid being 

overtaken by the oncoming avenger of 
blood, Jesus Christ? The answer is: by 
flight to safety while there is yet the 
time. Flight to security is indeed possible. 
In ancient Israel there were six cities of 
refuge, rather equally located over the na­
tion’s territory. Thus the way to the place 
of safety was not too long for any who 
were in need of it. Security was within 
reach. So it is in the fulfillment of this 
prophetic picture. Honest and truth-loving
10. Since when does the picture of the city of refuge 
apply in particular, and why?
11. How can a person avoid being overtaken by the 
avenger of blood ?

501
men, who really want to find this real se­
curity, can find it. Salvation is within 
reach. The way to it is not too far. The 
protective city, God’s provision of salva­
tion, is near. But it takes some effort to 
get there. The way into security is not 
like a gay walk in springtime. It means 
hard work, yes, a fight, the “ fight of the 
faith.”— 1 Tim. 6:12.

12 For this we have an excellent exam­
ple in the apostle Paul. He too had a share 
in the bloodguilt resting on the Jewish 
religious system, at the time when he was 
called Saul. He approved of the killing of 
true Christians. About the murder of Ste­
phen, for example, we read: “Saul, for his 
part, was approving of the murder of 
him.” (Acts 8:1) But after this Saul had 
converted to Christianity, what a fine 
fight he then fought for the true faith! 
What efforts he made to run the way to 
its end, in order to assure his salvation! 
He preached, he wrote numerous letters 
to his Christian brothers, he went through 
all kinds of difficulties and finally was put 
to death for being a Christian. The ex­
ample of Paul and that of many others 
show us that it takes real effort to gain 
everlasting life.—2 Cor. 11:23-27; 2 Tim. 
4:6-8.

THE WAY TO SECURITY
13 Basic in starting this flight to safety 

is the consciousness that one has acted 
wrongly before Jehovah God and is guilty 
in his sight. (Ps. 51:3-5) This will lead 
the honest person to repentance, which 
also means a change of mind. Along with 
this goes faith in the Bible, in Jehovah 
God, in Jesus Christ and in God’s king­
dom. (Acts 3:19; Heb. 11:6; Acts 16:31) 
But faith means much more than just be­
lieving that God exists and that Jesus
12. Whose course furnishes an excellent example of 
how bloodguilty persons should act ?
13. (a) What are some requirements for undertaking 
this flight? (b) What, actually, does faith mean?
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Christ came to save sinners. Many people 
have this kind of faith, but it is wholly 
insufficient. Faith according to the Bible 
means much more: it means having com­
plete confidence in Jehovah; it means 
complete obedience to God and it means 
action. (Heb. 11:1) It really means to ded­
icate oneself to Jehovah and become a fol­
lower of Christ, that is, his disciple, one 
who lives according to the divine will as 
it is set forth in the Bible. Do you see the 
big difference between faith as this term 
is commonly understood and faith in the 
true and deep Biblical sense? Jesus Christ 
declared: “Most truly I say to you, He 
that exercises faith in me, that one also 
will do the works that I do.” (John 14:12) 
The road to security to the antitypical, 
lifesaving city of refuge is actually iden­
tical with the cramped road Jesus spoke 
about: “Narrow is the gate and cramped 
the road leading off into life, and few are 
the ones finding it.”—Matt. 7:14.

14 To follow this cramped road means 
that we cannot follow at the same time the 
broad and spacious road leading off into 
destruction. This means that we have to 
separate ourselves from the present wick­
ed system of things. (Rom. 12:2) The true 
Christian will keep away from any move­
ment that could involve him in bloodguilt. 
He will take a neutral position toward the 
affairs of this world. (John 18:36) As al­
ready pointed out, there is a tremendous 
bloodguilt attached to this world, and es­
pecially to the religious part of it. If we 
stay in these systems, we are a part of 
them and hence share in the bloodguilt 
resting collectively on these systems. So, 
as the apostle Paul separated himself from 
bloodguilty Judaism, honest persons today 
will separate themselves from Babylon the 
Great. It means that they break their 
connections with all false religion. The Bi-
14. From what should a person separate himself, and 
why?
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ble makes this obligatory for anyone who 
does not want to share in the destructive 
judgment upon her. “ Get out of her, my 
people, if you do not want to share with 
her in her sins, and if you do not want to 
receive part of her plagues. For her sins 
have massed together clear up to heaven, 
and God has called her acts of injustice to 
mind.”—Rev. 18:4, 5.

15 That the churches of Christendom are 
a part of this Great Babylon is even ad­
mitted by their own prominent members. 
One who certainly must be quite familiar 
with the situation the churches find them­
selves in is the former Secretary-General 
of the Ecumenical Council of Churches, 
Dr. Visser’t Hooft. Commenting on a 
speech he recently gave, a religious press 
bulletin said: “As another obstacle in the 
way to [religious] unity, Dr. Visser’t 
Hooft mentioned the ‘Babylonian captivi­
ty’ of the church. Every church has en­
tered into some alliance with worldly pow­
ers, not only with states and peoples, but 
also with races and cultures and national 
realities.”—Schweiz, evang.
Sept. 30, 1964.

16 The wise person who loves life and 
wants to do what is right in God’s sight 
will not delay his separation from this 
bloodguilty world in which we live, from 
whatever part he may have been in, polit­
ical, social, religious. It is high time to 
flee, not when it is too late, when the 
avenger of blood commences to execute 
punishment. Stressing the need for flight 
in time, the antitypical avenger of blood, 
Jesus Christ, says: “Keep praying that 
your flight may not occur in wintertime, 
nor on the sabbath day; for then there 
will be great tribulation such as has not 
occurred since the world’s beginning until 
now, no, nor will occur again.” (Matt. 24: 
20, 21) The time will come when circum-
15. How Is it admitted that the churches of Christen­
dom are a part of Babylon the Great?
16. Why should not the flight be delayed?
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stances will no longer permit a successful 
flight, namely, at the destruction of Bab­
ylon the Great and the succeeding war of 
Armageddon.—Rev. 1 6 :1 4  to 1 7 :1 8 .

REMAINING IN THE “CITY OF REFUGE”
17 As we have seen, the unintentional 

manslayer who found protection in a city 
of refuge had to stay there until the high 
priest who was officiating when he fled 
had died. Then he was free to return to 
his former place of dwelling. The avenger 
of blood then had no right anymore to 
touch him. In fulfillment of the prophetic 
type Jesus Christ also fulfills the role of 
the high priest, for indeed he is such a 
high priest, as we read in Hebrews 3:1: 
“Consequently, holy brothers,. . .  consider 
the apostle and high priest whom we con­
fess—Jesus.”

18 In the interesting picture of the city 
of refuge, Christ therefore takes on a dou­
ble role, that of the avenger of blood and 
that of the high priest, whose death spelled 
liberty for those in the protective city. 
What, then, does it mean to remain in the 
antitypical city of refuge until the death 
of the high priest? Since, actually, mem­
bers of two classes are seeking refuge in 
that city—“Israelites” and “alien resi­
dents”—that is, members of the heavenly 
kingdom class and members of the earthly 
class, it means the following: When the 
members of the heavenly class, the spiri­
tual Israelites, finish their earthly course 
as imperfect humans and are rewarded 
with a heavenly spiritual resurrection, 
then the high priest “dies” toward them, 
so to speak, that is, he ceases to function 
in the capacity of a high priest in their 
behalf. Being no longer human, they no 
more need his sin-atoning services, being 
themselves raised to immortality, to rule
17. Who is the high priest in today’s city of refuge?
18. What does it mean to stay in the city of refuge 
until the high priest dies, (a) for the heavenly class? 
(b) for the Armageddon survivors?
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as kings and priests with Christ for a 
thousand years. (Rev. 2 0 :6 )  As regards 
the Armageddon survivors, Jesus Christ 
will cease to function in their behalf as 
high priest when the thousand years of 
his royal rule have ended and all men will 
have been brought to human perfection on 
earth. To speak in the terms of the pic­
ture of the city of refuge, Jesus Christ 
will then “ die” as respects them, that is, 
leave the scene as a sin-atoning high 
priest. These services will then no more 
be needed. Then they will come directly 
into God’s hands to prove their perfect 
devotion to righteousness forever.—-1 Cor. 
1 5 :2 4 -2 8 ; Rom. 8 :3 3 ;  6 :7 .

19 If, however, the one who in his hu­
man imperfection fled to the city of refuge 
were to leave the city before the High 
Priest’s death, he would expose himself to 
the danger of death, the danger of being 
executed by the legal Avenger of Blood, 
as he would no longer be under benefit of 
the ransom sacrifice of the High Priest, 
Jesus Christ. This is a warning for us. It 
shows us that we must remain in the anti­
typical city of refuge as long as the di­
vine provision demands it. If we want to 
assure our everlasting salvation, we must 
stay within the bounds of Jehovah God’s 
loving provision associated with his visi­
ble organization, presided over by his 
High Priest. Let us not be tempted to for­
sake the shielding and powerful city of 
refuge in order to enjoy for a short time 
a deceptive freedom that exposes us to 
everlasting death. It is true that remain­
ing in the city of refuge imposes some 
restrictions on us. We are not entirely 
free to do and say what we please. We 
have to obey God’s will, abiding under our 
Ransomer, Jesus Christ the High Priest, 
and yet that means we have full freedom 
to do what is right and good.
19. What warning is given us?
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20 So the provision of the city of refuge 

in the old Mosaic law speaks with life-or- 
death urgency. It conveys a sobering les­
son. It is a timely lesson for us who are 
living in this bloodguilty human society 
of the twentieth century. It shows us how 
as individuals we may escape both the 
world’s collective bloodguilt and the ap-
20. What advice does the disciple James give us?
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proaching divine punishment of this wick­
ed system of things. Happy indeed is the 
person who, not only reads and hears 
what God’s requirements are, but applies 
them immediately and diligently in his 
life! Says the disciple James: “However, 
become doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deceiving yourselves with false rea­
soning.”—Jas. 1:22.

GETTING A PERMANENT HOLD
In this series of articles on the Bible book of 
Revelation, we have come to chapter 20, verses 
7 to 10. The preceding six verses deal briefly 
with the thousand-year reign of Christ, during 
which the earth will be ruled by his kingdom 
without interference from Satanic influence. This 
rule of the promised Seed to bless all families 
of the earth has the purpose of eventually 
bringing real life— in the full, in its perfection 
— to mankind. Verses 7 to 10, discussed in this 
article, show a marvelous universal purpose that 
God has in connection with those on earth at 
that time.

CAN you feel comfortable and secure 
in your home if it is heavily mort­

gaged, even though you have steady em­
ployment or a good income? Hardly. You 
realize that sickness, accident or financial 
reverses can take away everything you 
have almost overnight. The same is true 
of life, which is “like a shadow.” But say, 
now, that you were perfect in physical 
organism, living in a world where there 
was no war, no crime, where you pos­
sessed your own home and had it land­
scaped and beautified to delight your 
heart; also, where you had work to do 
that challenged your abilities and would 
keep your mind occupied in joyful activity. 

“Fine,” you say, “ if that were possible.”
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Well, it is possible, for it is the very pur­
pose that God has toward this earth, to 
have it peopled with obedient humankind 
living in perfection, able to employ all 
their talents and abilities, as he arranged 
for them at the beginning. Again, you may 
say, “Yes, but I observe the word ‘obedi­
ent/ obedient mankind. How would I be 
sure that I would always be obedient? It 
would be a sword hanging uncomfortably 
over my head—the fear that I might do 
as Adam and Eve did, and lose life.”

God realizes this and, in his love for 
those who love him, has kindly purposed 
something beyond our capacity to accom-
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plish, but which he will do as he describes 
it for us in the seventh to tenth verses of 
Revelation, chapter 20.

PERFECTION REACHED
We look in at the point where the 

thousand-year reign of the Son of God 
has just ended. The special purpose of this 
reign, namely, that of bringing mankind 
back to the perfection originally given 
and of bringing about the necessary en­
vironment for perfect persons, a paradise 
earth, has been accomplished. During the 
thousand years, as theapostle , Paul ex­
plains, all enemies of God and man, even 
death, as the last enemy, will be brought 
to nothing. By that time all traces of sin 
from Adam will have been removed from 
every person living on earth by reason of 
obedience during Christ’s reign. This will 
mean the removal of all traces of death in­
herited from Adam, for the sting produc­
ing death is sin and the wages sin pays is 
death.—1 Cor. 15:26, 56; Rom. 6:23; 
1 John 3:8.

“Next, the end, when he hands over the 
kingdom to his God and Father, when he 
has brought to nothing all government and 
all authority and power.” (1 Cor. 15:24) 
While it is true that Jesus Christ is at the 
right hand of God as his appointed king, 
yet here he hands over the kingdom to 
Jehovah, his God and Father. The context 
shows us that he hands over his kingship 
with regard to the special thousand-year 
reign toward the earth. He has completed 
his job and has turned the finished 
work over to his Father for final inspec­
tion and approval. Out of all the universe, 
the earth has, in relation to God’s sover­
eignty, been the only place that has been 
“out of orbit,” figuratively speaking. Now, 
with everything brought back into line 
with God’s will, it is again in its proper 
orbit.—Phil. 2:9-11; Rev. 11:15.
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FINAL QUESTION YET TO BE ANSWERED

However, there is yet one more question 
demanding a final answer. Can wickedness 
again arise to throw the earth or any part 
of the universe into a wild, disobedient or­
bit, to the detriment or disturbance of all 
creatures in it, as was the case during the 
first six thousand years of human history? 
That uncomfortable question still exists, 
because perfection does not make one un­
able to sin or to disobey. The issue of God’s 
universal sovereignty, therefore, still has 
one feature yet to be settled before God 
is satisfied and before, complete and ever­
lasting life can be granted to those living 
on earth.

For this reason it was not meant for 
Satan and his demons to remain forever 
in the abyss into which they were hurled 
just before Christ’s thousand-year reign 
began. By the Messianic kingdom, God has 
had Satan held only in reserve, pending his 
everlasting destruction. This is not done 
as a mercy to Satan, but God has a pur­
pose, namely, to settle the controversial is­
sue of universal sovereignty forever, so 
that it may never rise again and create 
disturbance for those who want to serve 
God and who love his sovereignty.

God tells us through his angelic servant, 
“Now as soon as the thousand years have 
ended, Satan will be let loose out of his 
prison.” (Rev. 20:7) Satan is the one who 
brought up the issue of the rightfulness 
and righteousness of God’s sovereignty, 
and who caused Adam and Eve to bring 
death upon the human race by inducing 
them to rebel against God’s sovereignty. 
The angel of the abyss, the one previously 
given the “key of the pit of the abyss” 
(Rev. 9:1, 2), is the one now commanded 
by Jehovah to break the seal of the abyss 
and to let Satan and his demons out, un­
chaining them, turning them loose at the 
earth. Who is this angel? Obviously the 
same angel that hurled them into the
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abyss, the Seed of God’s “woman,” the 
Lord Jesus Christ, for God subjects all 
things under him.—1 Cor. 15:27; Heb. 
2 :8.

GOD BECOMES “ALL THINGS TO EVERYONE”
The apostle Paul goes on to tell us that, 

when Jesus comes to the end of his 
thousand-year reign, Jesus, in turn, sub­
jects himself to the One who subjected 
all things to him. Why? “That God may 
be all things to everyone.” (1 Cor. 15:28) 
Up to this point Christ has ruled in the 
name of his Father, and the ransom sacri­
fice has been made available and has been 
taken hold of by those on earth, but by 
this time the ransom benefits have been 
completely applied. Christ as High Priest 
steps aside, as it were, in order that per­
fected humankind might stand before God 
on their own merit without Christ as a 
sacrificing high priest to minister for 
them and come to their rescue when they 
make mistakes. Now they are humanly 
perfect, fully in control of all their facul­
ties, and anything they next do is because 
of their own will and is not a mistake due 
to imperfection. Since ‘God is the One who 
declares righteous,’ God reserves to him­
self the authority to give everlasting life— 
a permanent right to life in his universe. 
—Rom. 8:33.

These perfected humans, therefore, 
must prove their unbreakable attachment 
to his sovereignty. There are many people 
who would appreciate and enjoy God’s 
sovereignty as long as it meant good 
things for themselves. They would be obe­
dient to the laws, for they would see that 
it meant to them all the desires of the 
heart. But it is different when God’s sov­
ereignty is challenged and there is an issue 
powerfully drawn, where one might feel 
that he has an opportunity to become ab­
solutely independent and do exactly as he 
pleases. If, moreover, he has to put himself
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out, endangering his own selfish interests 
to uphold God’s sovereignty, then he may 
act differently, for perfection in organism 
does not mean that a perfect creature can­
not be tempted to commit sin. All on earth 
at that time must be tested finally as to 
whether their love for God’s sovereignty 
is unchangeable. They must desire it above 
everything. They must want God’s sover­
eignty and must be willing to fight for it 
and, if necessary, give up their lives for it.

How this test comes about Revelation 
proceeds to show: “And he [Satan, accom­
panied by his demons] will go out to mis­
lead those nations in the four corners of 
the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them 
together for the war. The number of 
these is as the sand of the sea.” (Rev. 20: 
8) By the end of the thousand years the 
earth will be populated to its “four cor­
ners,” in its four quarters, as a result of 
the resurrection of all the dead from 
earthly and watery graves during Christ’s 
millennial reign. This population may have 
been contributed to by those of the “great 
crowd” of Armageddon survivors who 
marry or are already married and who for 
some time after the end of this wicked 
system raise families, as Noah’s children 
did after the global flood. We do not know 
now how many intoto will inhabit the 
earth, although during the thousand years 
censuses may be taken. The number of 
those who fight against God’s sovereignty 
when Satan is released and who follow 
him and his demons is not revealed to us. 
It will be a considerable number, although 
indefinite as the sand grains along the 
seashore.—Compare Genesis 22:17.

“GOG AND MAGOG”
In the Revelation a reminder is made 

of “Gog of the land of Magog” foretold 
in Ezekiel 38:1 to 39:16. Ezekiel’s proph­
ecy describes Satan in his debased realm 
now since being hurled out of heaven and
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down to the earth about the World War I 
year of 1918. Revelation 20:8 makes a 
comparison here, because, in Ezekiel’s 
prophecy, Gog of the land of Magog had, 
a thousand years previously, made his at­
tack upon Jehovah God’s spiritually pros­
perous people after their restoration in 
1919 C.E. This attack at that time brought 
on Jehovah God’s wrath and resulted in 
the destruction of Satan’s visible earthly 
organization. But now at the end of the 
thousand years these misled humans make 
their attack after an Edenic paradise has 
been restored to all the earth by God’s 
kingdom, after all living mankind have 
been uplifted to the human perfection and 
godlikeness that Adam and Eve had in the 
garden of Eden. These rebellious people 
who follow Satan have the same spirit as 
Gog had back at that time. Therefore, they 
are described by the terms Gog and Ma­
gog, just as people today might call a 
violent crowd a “ Hitler-like mob,” or an 
immoral neighborhood a “Sodom and Go­
morrah.” Revelation speaks of them as 
“nations in the four corners of the earth.” 
By their being spoken of as nations we can 
understand what is meant, for today na­
tionalism is an issue. More and more of 
the nations want their independent sover­
eignty. The “nations in the four corners of 
the earth” at that time would be those who 
have rebelled and set themselves up inde­
pendently as nations far away from Jeho­
vah God and his central organization.

What action do these “nations” take? 
“And they advanced over the breadth of 
the earth and encircled the camp of the 
holy ones and the beloved city.” (Rev. 
20:9) These rebellious people, like the 
former Gog of Magog, have separated 
themselves from God’s people and there­
fore are described as being in a distant lo­
cation. They hate the beloved city; of 
course, they also hate those on earth who 
serve that beloved city, but the beloved
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city here refers to Zion or Jerusalem, the 
heavenly city composed of those “holy 
ones” who had part in the first resurrec­
tion and who have by this time reigned 
with Christ for the thousand years. (Ps. 
87:2, 3; Isa. 49:14-16) It is a revolt 
against Jehovah’s sovereignty, which es­
pecially goes into force when Christ hands 
the Kingdom over to the Father. They do 
not want this sovereignty. Now that the 
Devil has handed them a supposed oppor­
tunity to come out from under God’s sov­
ereignty, they take advantage of it. So the 
revolt, although directly against the righ­
teous ones on earth, is actually against 
God’s capital government. The issue is the 
same as the one raised in Eden, the old 
universal issue. It is over this issue that 
the rebellious ones are prompted to attack 
the beloved city.

A SOUL-SEARCHING TEST
Of course, these “nations” cannot touch 

the heavenly Zion; therefore, they bring 
great danger to the ones on earth who 
stand firm for the rule of the beloved city 
and Jehovah’s sovereignty—who retain 
allegiance to Jehovah’s sovereignty. But 
these faithful ones will not be harmed in 
the least, though it may look very menac­
ing and will certainly provide a thorough, 
soul-searching test. God protects his faith­
ful ones, for fire will come out of heaven 
and devour the enemies. (Rev. 20:9) They 
do not go into Sheol or Hades but are 
burned up, annihilated forever.

Satan the Devil and his demons quickly 
follow with a plunge into the lake of fire 
and sulphur themselves. This, of course, 
will be at the hands of the royal Seed of 
God’s woman, the King Jesus Christ. Al­
though he has handed the Kingdom over 
to the Father, it has been for the purpose 
of this test and he is still Chief Executive 
Officer of Jehovah God and is his Execu­
tioner. The symbolic “wild beast” and
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“false prophet,”  representing Satan’s po­
litical system, have been in the lake of fire 
already now for a thousand years and 
have never reappeared. The Devil joins 
them there finally for his everlasting de­
struction. The Serpent’s head is finally 
completely and everlastingly crushed by 
the Seed of God’s woman, Jesus Christ. 
(Gen. 3:15) The triumphant King has 
used the keys of death, of Hades (Sheol) 
and of the abyss, but he has no key for 
this “ lake of fire and sulphur.” He never 
lets the symbolic wild beast and false 
prophet and Satan the Devil and his de­
mons out of the fiery, sulphurous lake. 
That is why it is said that there “they 
will be tormented day and night forever 
and ever.”—Rev. 20:10.

ISSUE NEVER TO RISE AGAIN
In the original Greek the word trans­

lated “will be tormented” is the future 
tense of the Greek word It means
primarily “ to rub on the touchstone, to 
put to the test, then, to examine by tor­
turing ( basanos), touchstone, torment.” 
—The Expository Dictionary of New Tes­
tament Words, Volume IV, page 141, by 
W. E. Vine, published by Oliphants Ltd., 
London, England.

You can see from this that, in the settle­
ment of the issue of God’s sovereignty, 
which had been challenged seven thousand 
years previously, the judicial judgment of 
the Most High God Jehovah will stand as 
an eternal precedent. If ever the issue of 
Jehovah’s sovereignty should rise again on 
the part of any individual, spiritual or 
physical, in any part of the universe, this 
case or court precedent could be referred 
to as the touchstone concerning who right­
fully holds the universal sovereignty. This 
is because the case involving Satan has 
gone to the very bottom of things as proof 
that there is no question unanswered with 
regard to God’s sovereignty. It has been
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completely and thoroughly settled. There­
fore, anyone who would make any state­
ment out of harmony with God’s sover­
eignty would be judged on the basis of 
this precedent and immediately destroyed 
in the “lake of fire and sulphur.” So God 
has not wasted time in allowing wicked­
ness to come to a head during 6,000 years 
of human history. The touchstone ( -
nos) on universal sovereignty, being for 
eternal use, will forever torment or heap 
disgrace on the name of Satan the Devil.

This could be illustrated. Say, for ex­
ample, that a good man in a community 
has a family loyal to him. There is a 
wicked hater of him in the neighborhood 
who slanders him and lies about him, 
bringing his name or reputation into 
question in the minds of the townspeople. 
An investigation is made, the facts are 
assembled, and in the ensuing court case 
the one bringing the lying charges is fully 
shown up to be a slanderer and a thor­
oughly wicked person. From that time on 
that wicked man’s name, when mentioned 
in the community, would be like a stench 
in the nostrils of the people. They would 
say, “Oh, that liar and slanderer,” when 
his name was mentioned. Such a record 
and repeated mention of what he was ex­
posed to be would be a torment or dis­
tress to his name and, if he had a family, 
this would result in torment for them to 
bear that name. So, should the issue of 
God’s sovereignty come up in any place, 
it would only be a reminder of Satan’s 
rebellion, which is a stench in the nostrils 
of all those who love God’s sovereignty. 
Such a challenger of Jehovah’s universal 
sovereignty would be put to death.

EVERLASTING LIFE ASSURED
On the part of any of those who stand 

faithful during the final test there will be 
no fear that they will ever become such
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wicked challengers of God’s sovereignty. 
The test administered by Jehovah himself 
will be complete, thorough, guaranteeing 
the everlasting obedience of those who 
pass it successfully. He issues the judicial 
decisions approving or justifying them, de­
claring them righteous, with a right to a 
permanent place on earth. Under his ever­
lasting sovereignty they can be assured 
that he knows that their faithfulness is 
such and their integrity is such that they

^enejits Q
At a circuit assembly in California the 

following experience was related: “At my 
place of employment a group of workers 
had evidently discussed Jehovah’s witnesses, 
one of them expressing the belief that the 
Witnesses are right and that they had an 
enlightening book with the word ‘Babylon’ 
in the title. A co-worker of mine told him she 
felt I would be able to get the book for him. 
The next morning she told me about the dis­
cussion; and I was able to tell the man that 
I could get him the book, adding that I did 
have with me a copy of the book ‘All Scrip­
ture Is Inspired of God and Beneficial/ He 
said: ‘I will take it.’ I told him that I would 
bring the book ‘Babylon the Great Has 
Fallen!’ God3s Kingdom Rules! tomorrow. He 
said, ‘OK! Bring me ten!’

“Arrangements were made to deliver them 
during the lunch hour, at which time I asked, 
‘What are you going to do with all these 
books?’ He said, ‘I am going to mail some 
of them and pass some of them out to my 
friends. If a little bit of this truth rubs off 
on whoever reads it, it will do a mighty lot 
of good.’ Later, through a telephone call 
he asked me for two more ‘Babylon3 books, 
two ‘All Scripture Is Inspired of God and 
Beneficial3 and two copies of the New World 
Translation of the Holy Scriptures. He sub­
scribed for both The Watchtower and Awake! 
and placed an order for more Bible-study 
aids. Though he has been transferred, I 
learned that one of the Witnesses who works 
nearby has made arrangements for further 
helping this interested man.”
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will never turn from him. They look for­
ward to life a million years, yes, a thou­
sand million years in the future with full 
certainty that the loving God Jehovah will 
protect and sustain their lives for all eter­
nity. He will provide them with progres­
sively marvelous things from his inex­
haustible storehouse of riches through the 
continued administration of his beloved 
Son and Chief Agent, Jesus Christ.—Rom. 
11:33-36; Phil. 4:19; 2:9-11.

'ukfappy Coincidences
From 1946 to 1948 an American soldier 

and a German civilian worked together 
at an American base in W est Germany 
and became good friends. After several 
transfers, both met again in 1951 and worked 
together until 1952. It was during this period 
of time that the wives of both started to 
study the Bible with Jehovah’s witnesses, 
much to the unconcern of the soldier and 
the opposition of the German.

In 1952 the two parted ways and lost con­
tact with each other for the next fifteen years. 
Then they met again in February of this 
year at South Lansing, New York. Both of 
them were there to attend the two-week King­
dom Ministry School, a refresher course for 
overseers and ministerial assistants of Jeho­
vah’s witnesses. W hat a joy to meet after 
all these years! Especially to be united in 
the worship of the only true God, Jehovah!

When the two sat together at the school 
and examined their lives, it was interesting 
to note that the wife of one was able to over­
come the lack of interest, while the wife of 
the other overcame opposition. It was also 
interesting to note that both of them had 
begun to study the Bible in 1953; both were 
baptized in 1956, within two months of each 
other; both received their first appointment 
as ministerial servants in the congregation 
in 1958. And now, in 1967, both attended the 
90th class of the Kingdom Ministry School!

Both of these ministers are thankful to 
Jehovah God for blessing them with a new 
start in life, and hope that they can be used 
still further to give honor to His name.
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Latin and the Christian Greek Scriptures

TODAY Latin is a dead language. However, 
there was a time when it was a vital, living 

language. Due to the conquests of imperial 
Rome it was spoken not only in all parts of 
Italy but also in Gaul (France), Spain and 
northern Africa as well as being the official 
language in all of Rome’s dominions.

History records some four general periods of 
Latin literature. The first dated from the pre- 
literary or prehistoric beginnings of Latin to 
240 B.C.E. The second, the preclassical, lasted 
from then until about 80 B.C.E. The third, 
which many divide into two parts, lasted from 
80 B.C.E. to 14 C.E. and is known as the Golden 
Classical Period. The fourth, the “Silver” 
period, lasted from 14 C.E. to 130 C.E. In the 
succeeding centuries Latin gradually declined, 
becoming fragmented into the various Romance 
languages, Italian, French, Spanish, Portuguese 
and Romanian, while it itself became a dead 
language.

In addition to its literary and political lives, 
Latin also had a religious life. In the last half 
of the second century C.E. the religious powers 
of Rome began to have Latin replace Greek as 
the language of the Roman bishopric.* After 
some seventeen centuries Vatican Council II 
has allowed a return to the local vernacular in 
the saying of the mass.

For centuries Latin, though declining in use 
among the common people, was not only the 
official language of the Church of Rome but 
also of all culture (together with Greek), ever 
so many learned writers using Latin, including 
such notable figures as Martin Luther and 
Sir Isaac Newton. The Latin of classical liter­
ature preserved until our day was the style 
used by the learned and elite classes, there 
having been a common or everyday Latin even 
as there was for a time a koin6 Greek. Doctors, 
pharmacists and botanists still use Latin in 
their professions.

Most European languages got their alpha­
bet from the Latin, which, in turn, got it from 
the Greeks. One-half of the words of the 
English language have their origin in Latin.

Since Latin was the language of imperial 
Rome and hence the official language of Pales-

* This accounted for the Latin Vulgate Bible trans­
lation by Jerome.

tine at the time of Christ, it is not surprising 
to find some Latinisms in the Christian Greek 
Scriptures. The word “Latin” itself occurs but 
once in modern Bible translations, at John 
19:20, where we are told that the inscription 
placed above Jesus on the torture stake was 
also written in Latin.

Latinisms are found mostly in the Gospels 
of Mark and Matthew, Mark having more than 
any other Bible writer; this lends credence 
to the position that he wrote his Gospel in 
Rome and for Romans. The apostle Paul, pen­
man of fourteen of the twenty-seven books of 
the Christian Greek Scriptures, made little 
use of Latinisms and none occur in the Greek 
Septuagint Version of the Hebrew Scriptures.

Latin in the Christian Greek Scriptures occurs 
in various forms. Thus there are more than 
forty proper Latin names of persons and places 
found in them, such as Aquila, Luke, Mark, 
Paul, Caesarea and Tiberias. There are also 
some thirty words of military, judicial, mone­
tary and domestic nature found in them, such 
as centurio (army officer); colonia (colony); 
denarius (“penny” ); speculator (bodyguards- 
m an); titulus (title) and sicarius (assassin).

There are also certain Latin expressions or 
idioms that appear in the Christian Greek Scrip­
tures. Among these are “wishing to satisfy the 
crowd” (Mark 15:15), “you must see to that” 
(Matt. 27:4), and “taking sufficient security.” 
— Acts 17:9.

Then, again, there are certain adjectives in 
the Christian Greek Scriptures that, accord­
ing to the Greek authority Robertson,* are 
formed after the Latin rather than after the 
Greek manner. Among these are Herodianoi 
(Mark 3 :6 ) ; Christianoi (Acts 26:28) and 
Philippianoi.— Phil. 4:15.

The appearance of Latinisms in the Christian 
Greek Scriptures is of more than academic 
interest to Bible lovers. It is in keeping with 
what the Bible shows about Palestine’s being 
occupied by Rome in the days of Christ. 
Further, since these Latinisms are found in the 
best Greek writings of the same period, it 
argues that the Christian Greek Scriptures were 
indeed written during the times they tell about. 
This fact, therefore, further testifies to the 
authenticity of the Christian Greek Scriptures.

* A Grammar of the Greek New Testament (1934).
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•  In connection with Jesus’ parable of the rich 
man and Lazarus, the name “Dives” is fre­
quently given the rich man. Where does this 
name originate? Did not Jesus leave the rich 
man without a name?— A. K., U.S.A.

It is true that Jesus Christ did not dignify 
“the rich man” in the parable with a given 
name but rather described him in order to 
portray the class of persons he represents. 
(Luke 16:19-22) Though the Bible does not 
give a name for the rich man, he has become 
known, over the years, as “Dives.” This is 
because dives is the Latin word meaning “rich,” 
and this word appears in the Latin Vulgate 
Version (“homo quidam erat dives”;  “there 
was a certain rich man” ). So the word dives is 
not strictly a proper name but a Latin adjective. 
However, in English literature, as early as the 
time of Chaucer, the word “Dives” appears in 
popular usage as the name for the rich man 
of the parable. Later, theological literature 
adopted the “name,” and its usage is now wide­
spread. Yet the popularity of the word “Dives” 
does not contradict the fact that Jesus did not 
assign an actual name to this symbolic rich 
man.

•  Is a Christian obligated to submit to a blood 
transfusion simply because a court orders it? 
— M. C., U.S.A.

The true Christian governs his life by the 
laws of God, obeying all human laws that do 
not conflict with God’s. (Mark 12:17) Of inter­
est to Christians is God’s law to ancient Israel: 
“Be firmly resolved not to eat the blood, be­
cause the blood is the soul and you must not 
eat the soul with the flesh.” (Deut. 12:23) So 
God expected the Israelites to be “firmly re­
solved” not to eat blood, even if someone might 
try to force them to eat it.— See also Genesis 
9:4 ; Leviticus 17:11, 12, 14.

Is it any different with worshipers of Jehovah 
today? No, for the divine law regarding blood 
is still the same, just as stated in the Chris­
tian Greek Scriptures: “The holy spirit and we 
ourselves have favored adding no further 
burden to you, except these necessary things,

to keep yourselves free from things sacrificed 
to idols and from blood and from things 
strangled and from fornication.” (Acts 15:28, 
29, 25) Please note that this prohibition on the 
use of blood to nourish the human body is 
linked with the prohibition of what amounts to 
idolatry. Well, would you commit an act of 
idolatry if ordered to do so by a court? If a 
judge ordered you to bow to an idol, would 
you do so? Or would you be firmly resolved to 
put God’s law first, obeying God as ruler 
rather than men? (Acts 5:29) The early 
Christians refused demands for them to per­
form idolatrous acts, even though it meant 
death in a Roman arena.

So dedicated Christians today must be just 
as firmly resolved to obey God as the faithful 
Israelites and early Christians were. However, 
it has been noted that in some cases in which 
courts have ordered blood transfusions there 
has evidently not been a firm resolve on the 
part of the one professing to be a Christian. 
Some have indicated to the court that, while 
they would not authorize transfusions, they 
would not resist them if the court ordered 
them. In one case, after such a statement, the 
judge ordered a transfusion, stressing heavily 
the fact that the individual seemed to indicate 
that, as long as he himself did not authorize the 
blood transfusion, it would be all right. But is 
this all right with God? Is this being “firmly 
resolved” to obey God’s law on blood?

It is true that the court bears the responsi­
bility for what it does, if it orders blood; but 
if any Christian tells a judge that, while he 
would not agree to a transfusion, he would not 
resist if the court ordered it, he is in actuality 
cooperating with them in violating God’s law. 
Is that what he wants to do? If a Christian is 
firmly resolved to obey God’s law on blood, 
it is difficult to see how he could simply be 
passive about the matter. The extent to which 
a Christian will resist the administration of a 
blood transfusion in his case or in the case of 
a dependent is something for that person to 
decide and his congregation to examine.

The Christian firmly resolved to obey God 
can usually take steps to avoid anyone’s try­
ing to force blood transfusions upon him. How? 
By discussing the blood issue with his doctor 
before registering as a patient in a hospital. 
Keep in mind that the cooperation of the 
anesthetist is often needed, as well as that of 
the surgeon. There is also a release that can 
be signed, requesting that no blood transfusion 
be given and releasing the hospital of any
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responsibility for their not administering blood 
transfusions. But that is not all.

When one enters a hospital, one will likely 
be asked to sign a statement granting the 
hospital the right to administer to the patient 
“whatever operative and medical procedures 
that may be deemed necessary or advisable.,, 
When one agrees to a statement such as that, 
one is signing a general consent. Unless an 
exception is inserted with regard to blood trans­
fusions, such agreement of general consent
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‘for any medical procedure deemed necessary’ 
can be construed to include blood transfusions. 
A  clerk at a hospital may believe that it is 
unnecessary to make such an insertion; how­
ever, such view is not the correct one.

In this time when disregard for God’s law  
prohibiting use of the blood of any other crea­
ture is ignored by the world in general, those 
who desire to please God need to be vigilant 
and firm for what is right.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
FIELD MINISTRY

The Holy Bible emphasizes the need for 
keeping useful habits. (1 Cor. 15:33) To help 
others cultivate and keep the good habits that 
God approves, Jehovah’s witnesses carry on 
their ministry from door to door. In their field 
ministry they offer Bible literature that pro­
motes fine habits such as prayer, the putting 
of God’s kingdom first in one’s life and the reg­
ular study of the Holy Scriptures. Such lit­
erature also stresses the right kind of associa­
tion that is needed to keep these good habits. 
To help all interested persons find the happiness 
that comes from keeping divinely approved 
habits, Jehovah’s witnesses are offering dur­
ing the month of August the Bible-study aid 
Life Everlasting—in Freedom of the Sons of 
God and a booklet, for just 50c.

ANNUAL MEETING 
OF PENNSYLVANIA CORPORATION 

Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of 
Pennsylvania will hold the annual meeting of 
the members of the corporation on Sunday, 
October 1, 1967. In view of the fact that the 
annual meeting does fall on Sunday this year 
it is anticipated that the attendance may be 
larger than usual, thus making it advisable for 
the meeting to be held where we believe there 
will be sufficient room for all who wish to come. 
Therefore, the plans are for the annual meet­
ing to be held at the Civic Arena in Pittsburgh. 
The program will begin at 8:30 a.m. and the

doors to the Civic Arena will be open well in 
advance of program time.

Formal letters of notice will be sent to the 
members of the corporation. Mention is made 
of the annual meeting here as a reminder to 
the members to provide the Society’s Secretary 
with their mailing address and also to inform 
the readers of The Watchtower who desire to 
attend that they will be welcome and that the 
meeting will be held this year at the Civic 
Arena in Pittsburgh.

“LET HIM SING PSALMS”
James, the half brother of Jesus, wrote (Jas. 

5 :13): “Is there anyone in good spirits? Let 
him sing psalms.” W hat w onderful' counsel 
that is! And the apostle Paul admonished 
“singing and accompanying yourselves with 
music in your hearts.” That is the title of the 
songbook of 128 pages and 119 songs contain­
ing words and music written by. Jehovah’s 
witnesses. Regular edition is 20c; deluxe edition, 
gold-edged and gold-embossed cover, 50c. Ac­
company yourself with a fine orchestral ren­
dering of all 119 songs on ten monaural 12-inch 
vinyl long-playing records (331 r.p.m.), the set 
for only $8.50. Send today.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
September 10: The Need for Security. Page

493. Songs to Be Used: 72, 44.
September 17: The W ay to Security. Page 498.

Songs to Be Used: 79, 77.


