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TRULY, we are living 
in an era when com­

plaints and causes of com­
plaint are multiplying, and 
when multitudes are un­
thankful just as the apostle 
Paul fo re to ld  fo r  th ese  
critical times. (2 Tim. 3 :1 ,
2) Yet there is still much 
for which we can all be 
grateful, many gifts that 
com e to us d a ily , th in g s  
that are really satisfying and refreshing 
as long as we do not permit the spirit of 
selfishness and ingratitude to creep in and 
take control of our thinking.

The fact that many of the gifts that 
come to us each day are shared with all 
others of humankind is no reason to view 
them as though they were due us. A ll of 
God's provisions for imperfect, sinful 
creatures should be viewed as undeserved 
kindnesses, and duly acknowledged as such. 
There are, for example, the sun and the 
rain that Jehovah God sends alike upon 
those who love him and those who deny 
him; also, the air we breathe and the 
fruits of the ground, all made available by 
a loving Creator.— Matt. 5 :4 5 ; 2 Cor. 
9 :10 .

How wonderful to be able to step out 
into the warmth of the sunshine and then 
later retreat into the cool shade of trees, 
or step from stuffy indoors into the fresh 
air outside! W e have all enjoyed such ex­

p erien ces, n ot once but 
many times. But, are we 
grateful to God for them?

T h i n k  o f  t h e  m a n y  
things that delight the eye, 
with rest on one hand, and 
w ith stim ulation on the 
other. The green velvet of 
a grassy slope or the color­
ful display of the sunset. 
Perhaps you have stretched 
out on liie grass in some 

quiet glade and taken note of the way the 
foliage filters the sunlight with a sort of 
dappling effect. Then, too, there is the 
sight of snow-white clouds drifting lazily 
across the blue sky. You may even have 
seen the effects of a light wind drawing 
patterns on a field of uncut grain. How 
beautiful all these sights! Surely they 
should call forth thanksgiving to the One 
who made them all possible!

Sounds, too, can be so delightful, if we 
but give them attention. N ot the raucous, 
artificial noises of industry, but the gay 
laughter of children at play, the rustle of 
leaves in the forest, the murmur of a 
brook, the patter of rain on the roof, the 
soft whisper of wavelets upon the beach, 
the chirp of a cricket, the wild laugh of a 
loon on some remote lake. A ll these and 
a multitude of other sounds communicate 
to the listener a variety of pleasant moods. 
Together with the gift of hearing, they

THERE IS MUCH 
FOR WHICH TO  BE

GrwMuR
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are all generous provisions of Jehovah for 
our listening pleasure.

And is it not a fine thing that we have 
been equipped with a taste mechanism 
with which we can delight in all the subtle 
flavors of food? How different had we been 
made sensationless as to taste! Mealtime 
then would be just like stoking a furnace. 
Instead, the taste buds on our tongue de­
tect and communicate to the mind a va­
riety of sensations that so refresh and sat­
isfy the physical body. Surely there is 
every reason to offer thanks to the Pro­
vider, not only for the things we eat, but 
also for the pleasure of eating he has 
made possible for us!

In the field of human relations we find 
many causes for gratitude. Is it not a 
grand thing that the Creator did not 
stamp out each human creature in the 
same mold, with the same appearance and 
the same personality? Instead, we note 
that each has his characteristic personali­
ty, never intended to be lost in the drab 
uniformity of a regimented mass. Genuine 
gratitude to the Creator on this score is 
demonstrated by those who take into ac­
count personality differences, and who do 
not expect others to conform to their own 
personal view in every matter.

In the home a grateful spirit can pro­
duce great happiness. When a husband 
comes home from work he does not have 
to note immediately the things his wife 
has failed to accomplish. Surely it is much 
more conducive to peace and relaxation in 
the home when he expresses gratitude and 
commendation for the things she has done, 
however small they may be! And she will 
be encouraged to do more. Certainly for 
wife and children a smile or some happy 
words are so much more upbuilding than 
a frown or a grunt.

Likewise with the wife. Is it not far
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better to offer the home-coming husband 
a warm, pleasant greeting, than to launch 
immediately into a long story about the 
day’s reverses and troubles? Surely the 
wife who appreciates her husband wants 
him to be glad to get home. Then certain­
ly she will not pile up problems on top of 
those with which he has had to contend 
during the day. W hy not first speak to 
him about the good things of the day?

Parents can also be grateful for chil­
dren. W hy view them as just a nuisance 
to be tolerated, when they are, in fact, an 
inheritance from  Jehovah? (Ps. 127 :3) 
Gratitude for such a legacy is demonstrat­
ed by those who rear and train their chil­
dren with love, striving to inculcate in 
them also the spirit of gratitude. So, at 
mealtime for instance, the head of the 
household will give an excellent example 
to the children in expressing appreciation 
for the food served, even when some part 
of the meal is not up to his expectation. 
Complaints and sharp criticisms will only 
hurt, whereas expressions of appreciation 
and gratitude spur to better efforts.

Rather than permitting the mind to 
dwell upon the petty disappointments, the 
mistakes of others, the failure of plans, 
how satisfying and exhilarating to ponder 
the good and pleasant things that sur­
round us and make some expression about 
them! Let us not put gratitude into a 
straitjacket by waiting to express it only 
when someone does us some special favor. 
Acknowledge the small services too. Be 
generous with commendation.

Truly, there is much for which we can 
be grateful even amid this selfish system  
of things. The grateful spirit, properly cul­
tivated, will help us avoid the negative, 
the complaining and the critical attitudes 
and bring us great happiness and satisfac­
tion in life.

SEeWATCHTOWER.



'H E R E  are three ways 
of b ecom in g blood - 

guilty before God. One of 
them is by committing mur­
der, bloodshed. (Gen. 9 :5 , 6)
Another is by drinking or 
eating blood, or by improper 
use of it. (Gen. 9 :4 ; Acts 15:
20, 29) The third way is by 
failing or refusing to 
those who we know 
a re  in  d a n g e r  o f  
lo s in g  t h e i r  l i v e s  
th rou gh  ta k in g  a 
c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n  
against God and his 
W ord.— Acts 20 :26 , 27.

In  G od ’ s law  coven an t 
with Israel the penalty for 
drinking blood was death.
(Lev. 1 7 :1 0 ,1 4 ) On the oth­
er hand, water is essential 
for life. If, then, the sources of drinking 
water were turned into blood it would 
mean death for the drinkers thereof.

This very thing happens, symbolically, 
in the third plague of Revelation, chapter 
16. God uses the illustration to reveal the 
state of affairs as regards his principle on 
blood and what results to mankind from  
it. W e read: “And the third [angel] 
poured out his bowl into the rivers and the 
fountains of the waters. And they became 
blood.” (Rev. 1 6 :4 ) This plague reminds 
us of the first plague that came upon an­
cient Egypt by means of God’s prophet 
Moses. Because of it the Egyptians’ sourc­
es of water, the Nile River, the reedy pools 
and the impounded waters of the land be­
came blood, which the Egyptians could 
not drink and in which the fish died and 
stank. (Ex. 7 :14 -25) This bowl, like the 
other six of Revelation, chapter 16, was 
poured out from  the heavens and down 
into the earth, so it could not affect the 
heavens, where Jehovah, the Source of

9

living waters, resides. There­
fore, it could not affect God’s 
spiritual water supplies to 
his true worshipers. Jehovah 
being the source of life, the 
waters he provides sustain 
life. (Ps. 3 6 :9 ; Jer. 2 :1 3 ; 17: 
13) W hat then are the wa­

ter fountains and riv­
ers of this earth that 
are turned to blood?

WHAT THE “FOUNTAINS” 
AND “RIVERS” ARE

Just as servants of Jeho­
vah, true Christians, look to 
Jehovah through Christ Je­
sus for life, and just as he 
su p plies th em  w ith  H is  
W ord, which is pure, like 
living waters, so the peo­
p le  o f  t h i s  o ld  s y s t e m  

of things have sources to which they 
look for life. They have bypassed the 
Bible to a great extent because of their 
religious clergy and have preferred to 
look to water from  other sources, from  
worldly political, commercial and religious 
systems. Particularly have the people 
looked to religious systems because they 
have felt that these contained the truth 
and the way to life, but actually they have 
been greatly deceived. The religious sys­
tems, instead of teaching the Bible, have 
taught traditions, performed ceremonial 
rites and upheld many conflicting doctrines 
that blaspheme God. They have made these 
appear to contain refreshing, life-giving 
water. They have demanded that their 
flocks accept their doctrines in blind cre­
dulity instead of with intelligent faith 
based on inspired Scripture.

Those who claim to serve God and who 
at the same time go to these worldly sourc­
es for waters of life are like the apos­
tate Israelites who preferred to drink
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from  the Nile River along which Egypt 
was located and from the Euphrates River 
along which Assyria was situated. (Jer. 
2 :17 -19) Those Jews “rejected the waters 
of the Shiloah that are going gently,” 
which waters correspond with the “river 
the streams of which make the city of 
God rejoice, the holiest grand tabernacle 
of the Most H igh.”— Isa. 8 :6 , 7 ; Ps. 46 :4 .

Besides the false doctrines and the the­
ories and teachings of philosophy and ideas 
from  human, earthly origins, these world­
ly “rivers” and “fountains” have gushed 
forth programs, plans and arrangements 
for solving mankind’s problems. By drink­
ing from  these the people have been led 
into an activity contrary to God’s Word 
and have come under the condemnation of 
his laws. Some have not willfully and de­
liberately done so, but share community 
responsibility for supporting the spilling of 
blood in wars. They have been led to use 
blood wrongly in other ways, some by 
drinking it, others by transfusions and 
variously misusing it. They have had and 
are having opportunity to know God’s re­
quirements, for they have heard the good 
news of God’s kingdom established in the 
heavens preached since 1919 by Jehovah’s 
witnesses. If they listen and repent of this 
course they can get forgiveness and life- 
giving waters from  God. But the clergy of 
Christendom, Jewry and pagandom have 
united in supporting and advocating mis­
use of blood. A t the same time they have 
ignored Jehovah, the great Fountain of 
life, his provision through Christ’s ran­
som and his Messianic kingdom for im­
parting life to believing, obedient man­
kind. Moreover, they have rejected and 
opposed the good news, thereby blocking 
others from hearing, bringing bloodguilt 
upon them in this way.

B r o o k l y n , N .Y .

WHY WATERS BECOME BLOOD
John hears the angel’s expression of 

gratification over the work done: “And 
I heard the angel over the waters say: 
‘You, the One who is and who was, the 
loyal One, are righteous, because you have 
rendered these decisions, because they 
poured out the blood of holy ones and of 
prophets, and you have given them blood 
to drink. They deserve it.’ ”  (Rev. 1 6 :5 , 
6) So God is entirely just in dealing with 
them in this way. Those drinking from  the 
contaminated worldly sources have been 
led into fighting against God’s holy ones 
and prophets, Jehovah’s Christian wit­
nesses. Especially have they been egged 
on to do so by Babylon the Great, the false 
religious empire over the peoples of 
earth. (Rev. 1 7 :6 , 18) Jehovah cannot ap­
prove of their blood-spilling course of ac­
tion. He is loyal to his faithful witnesses 
and is righteous in executing his judicial 
decision upon those who violently pour 
out the blood of his servants. God judges 
them this way only after they show them­
selves unworthy of life and fully deserving 
of letting their drink be blood, which 
means that their punishment is death.

Now an unexpected and amazing thing 
happens: “And I heard the altar say: 
‘Yes, Jehovah God, the Alm ighty, true and 
righteous are your judicial decisions.’ ”  
(Rev. 16 :7 ) W hat is the “altar” ? The altar 
in the tent of meeting in Israel was God’s 
arrangement upon which sacrifices were 
to be offered to him. The “altar” is God’s 
symbolic altar-like arrangement for Je­
sus’ sacrifice. God provided his Son as a 
sacrifice, arranged for him to come to 
earth as a man, die here, be resurrected 
and appear in heaven with the value of 
his sacrifice to buy life rights for sinful 
mankind. Such arrangement was unde­
served kindness on God’s part. Faithful 
footstep followers of Jesus Christ, his 
spiritual brothers, have followed closely in

ffHeWATCHTOWER,
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his steps. (1 Pet. 2 :2 1 ) A ll of them die his 
kind of death, that is, as a sacrifice, not 
that their shed blood has any part in sin 
atonement, but that they might experience 
Jesus’ kind of resurrection. Many have 
been literally martyred by those who drink 
from the fountains and water sources of 
this world.

How does the altar “speak” ? According 
to Revelation 6:9, 10, the altar has under­
neath it the souls or lives of those “slaugh­
tered because of the word of God and be­
cause of the witness work that they used 
to have.” Their souls or lives resided in 
their blood, and their blood was poured 
out at the base of the altar. That is why 
their souls are pictured as being down 
there and crying out for divine vengeance 
in the way that martyred Abel’s blood 
cried out from the ground. (Gen. 4 :8 -1 1 ; 
Lev. 17:11-14) So the altar of sacrifice 
symbolically speaks or has something to 
say about this judgment and it fully agrees, 
because of the many things it has wit­
nessed, that Jehovah is true and righteous 
when he gives death-dealing blood to the 
worldly opposers of his people.

DECLARING THE THIRD PLAGUE
The third plague is very tormenting and 

painful to those who have drunk from the 
worldly water sources, for the drink has 
not really been satisfying to them and it 
has caused much death all around them. 
In order that many who m ay feel the 
plague and who desire life-giving waters 
to drink may do so, Jehovah’s witnesses 
have been busy proclaiming the meaning 
of this third plague to the best of their 
ability. A t Columbus, Ohio, at a conven­
tion of Jehovah’s witnesses on July 25, 
1924, an outspoken declaration in this con­
nection was made in a resolution entitled 
“Indictment.” Two days after the resolu­
tion was adopted, namely, on Sunday, July 
27, the president of the Watch Tower
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Society gave the public address entitled 
“Civilization Doomed” to an audience of 
about 35,000, emphasizing these facts. In 
harmony with the angelic pouring out of 
the third bowl the speaker said:

“Jesus Christ is the great Prince of Peace. 
He said: ‘Thou shalt not kill/ He taught his 
disciples and his followers to refrain complete­
ly from the use of carnal weapons. Yet the 
clergy, who claim to be teachers of his doc­
trines, have sanctified war and made it a holy 
thing. They have delighted to have their por­
traits and statues exhibited side by side with 
those of bloody warriors. They have hailed 
the greatest warriors as the greatest heroes of 
all time. [Like Constantine and Charlemagne]

“ . . . The nations are all mustering their 
forces for the great conflict foretold; for God 
purposes to overthrow Satan's organization 
through his beloved Son, Christ Jesus. . . . ”

In further warning mankind that they 
are bloodguilty by being under the influ­
ence of the false religious system of Bab­
ylon the Great, the book entitled “Cre­
ation,1” published in 1927 by the Watch 
Tower Society, said, on page 103, under 
the subheading “Everlasting Covenant” :

This covenant is the first expression of God's 
will concerning the sacredness of human life. 
The will of God is his law. All life proceeds 
from Jehovah; and since no one can give life 
to another except by Jehovah's arrangement, 
no one has a right to take away life except by 
Jehovah’s permission. After the terms of this 
covenant the law that must for ever govern 
the human race is that no man can take the 
life of another with impunity. . . .

. . . The terms of the everlasting covenant 
have been broken by every people and every 
nation of earth, and some day God will require 
at the hands of the responsible ones a full 
account thereof.

The clergy claim to be the representatives of 
the Lord, and assume to teach his W ord; yet 
they have openly advocated the killing of hu­
man beings in war without just cause or ex­
cuse.

REACTION TO PROCLAMATION ABOUT PLAGUE
Not having learned the lesson not to 

trust in worldly sources for plans, schemes 
and propaganda, the world went on heed-
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less of these warnings from  Jehovah’s wit­
nesses. Under German Nazism and Roman 
Fascism the blood of thousands of Jeho­
vah’s witnesses was poured out as mar­
tyrs in the heart of Christendom. Then 
W orld W ar n  came on with the greatest 
destruction of human life to date. (Rev. 
12:13-16) Because so many were wounded, 
blood transfusions increased.

To clarify thoroughly what is God’s will 
on use of blood, Jehovah’s witnesses made 
a special Scriptural study, the results of 
which appeared in the July 1, 1945, issue 
of The Watchtower Announcing Jehovah’s
Kingdom. The leading article of this issue 
discussed Psalm 16. On pages 198-201 it 
discussed the attitude of King David 
toward taking the blood of others into his 
human system when he said, in Psalm 16: 
4 ( A V ) : “Their sorrows shall be multi­
plied that hasten after another god: their 
drink offerings of blood will I not offer, 
nor take up their names into my lips.” This 
article quoted page 113 of Volume 4 of The 
Encyclopedia Americana (1929 edition), 
which said:

Transfusion of blood dates as far baok as 
the time of the ancient Egyptians. The earliest 
reported case is that practiced on Pope Innocent 
VIII in 1492. The operation cost the lives of 
three youths and the Pontiff’s life was not 
saved.

Disregarding what was clearly God’s 
law, medical men used transfusions on a 
mass scale during the Korean W ar, and 
now in Vietnam, and blood is used in some 
foods and other products. In fact, blood, 
which contains the life of the creature and 
which belongs to God, has been misused 
by men as though the life belonged to 
them. The religions of Christendom and 
Jewry completely reject what Jehovah’s 
witnesses clearly show is God’s viewpoint
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on blood. They make all kinds of excuses 
nullifying God’s law, to give a clean ap­
pearance to those who violate it. Until now 
the controversy rages, many of Jehovah’s 
witnesses suffering great persecution be­
cause they refuse to take blood in any 
form. They are often denied medical and 
surgical help. In some cases, through court 
orders, transfusions have been forced on 
them. Jehovah takes notice of all these 
atrocities committed against his people.

Jehovah’s witnesses are concerned pri­
marily with what God’s law is on blood, 
not the medical aspect. However, it is true 
that a great spread of diseases, such as 
hepatitis, syphilis and malaria, and many 
deaths have resulted from the practice of 
transfusions— evidence of the practical 
wisdom of God’s law. To help reasonable 
persons to give full consideration to this 
vital subject, Jehovah’s witnesses circu­
late a 64-page booklet entitled “Blood, 
Medicine and the Law of God,” which was 
released on June 22, 1961, at the interna­
tional assembly of Jehovah’s witnesses in 
Yankee Stadium, New York city. It pro­
vides a well-documented treatment of the 
subject, highlighting what God’s W ord 
says about it. If you want to avoid being 
bloodguilty with the world and becoming 
as the worldly ones are, “drunk with their 
own blood,” you will listen to the Source 
of the true waters of life and get away 
from the plague that is on all those drink­
ing from the bloody, worldly fountains and 
rivers.— Isa. 49 :26 .

For a discussion of the first and second plagues 
of Revelation, chapter 16, see the two preceding issues 
of this magazine. Plagues four to seven will be dis­
cussed in succeeding issues, or see the book “ Babylon 
the Great Has Fallen!”  God’s Kingdom Rules! by 
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society, Brooklyn, 
New York.
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“ Look! We pronounce happy those 
who have endured. You have heard o f

the endurance o f Job and have seen 
the outcome Jehovah gave.” -Jas.

Je s u s  C h r is t , as the Greater 
Job (or “object of hostili­
ty” ) of his day, proved Sa­

tan’s accusation involving Je­
hovah’s universal Sovereign 
Godship as utterly false. He 
had withstood all the Bab­
ylonish religious pressures 
brought against him. Vic­
toriously Jesus endured 
and his outcome was a 
h a p p y  o n e  a t  t h e  
hands o f th e tru e  
Sovereign God, Je­
hovah. The Devil, 
w a n t i n g  s t i l l  
more of an an­
swer to his challenge against Jehovah, has 
kept up a campaign of hostility and false 
accusation against Jesus’ true anointed 
footstep followers down through the cen­
turies.

2 In fact, at the very time that Christ 
Jesus was being enthroned as King of the 
heavenly kingdom in 1914 (Dan. 7 :1 3 ,1 4 ), 
Satan was permitted to enforce a grueling 
‘Babylonish-like captivity’ upon the anoint­
ed remnant on earth from  1914 to 1919.* 
The Kingdom’s establishment in 1914 im­
mediately brought war between its en­
throned King, Christ Jesus, called Michael, 
and the opposer Satan with his wicked 
angels. This resulted in Satan’s complete 
defeat by 1918, when he and his wicked 
forces were ejected from  the heavenly 
realm to be cast downward into the vi­
cinity of the earth. (Rev. 12 :7 -10) Like

* Jehovah’s Witnesses in the Divine PurposeJ pp. 
74-90.

1, 2. (a) How and why does hostility due to the God- 
ship issue continue into our time? (b) What does it 
mean that Babylon the Great fell in 1919, and how 
does this enable a rescue work to take place?

kings Darius and Cyrus of old, the con­
querors of ancient Babylon, the “kings 
from the rising of the sun,” Jehovah God 
and Christ Jesus, followed up the heavenly 
victory by taking adverse judgment action 
against Satan’s earthly masterpiece of 
false religion, Babylon the Great. (Rev. 
16:12) Without a fight Christ Jesus as 
the Greater Cyrus gained the upper hand 
over Babylon the Great. This meant bring­
ing about her encirclement, her fall from  
seeming heavenly favor, her initial fall in­
to Christ’s superior hands of surveillance. 
(Rev. 1 4 :8 ; 18 :2 ) The ensuing period of 
surveillance continues, pending Babylon 
the Great’s complete destruction later at 
Jehovah’s time of choosing. (Rev. 17 :15 - 
18) During this mercifully extended time 
of encirclement from  1919 onward, Christ 
Jesus has painstakingly and lovingly de­
livered the true Christian remnant out of 
the control of their earlier Babylonish 
captors. (Rev. 1 8 :4 ) Actually the merciful 
process of delivering continues to this very 
time of 1966 whereby a vast crowd of oth-
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er lovers of righteousness are rescued 
from  Babylon the Great. (Rev. 7 :9, 14) 
A fter his being thrust out of heaven Sa­
tan now finds himself a ‘stool for Christ’s 
feet,’ a somewhat restrained “god” of a 
Babylon the Great under Christ’s encircle­
ment. (Ps. 110 :1 , 2 ; 2 Cor. 4 :4 )  Neverthe­
less, Satan is permitted since 1919 to con­
tinue his heat of Babylonish hostility not 
only to reproach the anointed remnant of 
Christ’s followers but also to reproach the 
many others who now flee Babylon to 
share as refugees in championing Jeho­
vah’s Sovereign Godship.— Rev. 12:13-17.

3 So, as in the case of ancient Job and 
as experienced by the Greater Job, Jesus 
Christ, the modern Job-like group of 
Christian witnesses of Jehovah has had to 
furnish God an answer for Satan all these 
years even after Satan’s fall from heaven, 
that Satan may have no grounds for re­
proaching Jehovah in their case. Their 
heavenly Father Jehovah now says to 
them : “Be wise, my son, and make my 
heart rejoice, that I  may make a reply to 
him that is taunting m e.”— Prov. 27:11.

BABYLONISH APOSTASY OF CHRISTENDOM
4 Our study of the fulfillment of the 

prophetic drama of Job now shifts from  
Jesus’ day to that of this twentieth cen­
tury. The faithful anointed ones, being 
footstep followers of Jesus, as a group be­
come the modern Job, the major “object 
of hostility.” A s jointly persecuted ones 
along with Jesus they have suffered as did 
he for holding fast their integrity to the 
true God, Jehovah, and for withstanding 
all manner of Babylonish religious hostili­
ty. (John 15 :20) A  brief historical sketch 
of Jehovah’s anointed witnesses bears out 
all this very vividly as background infor­
mation. (See Jehovah’s Witnesses in the

3. Apply Proverbs 27:11 to the situation today.
4, 5. (a) Who are the “ object of hostility”  today, and 
why? (b) What two-pronged campaign of apostasy 
developed, and from what source?
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Divine Purpose, published in 1959, for fur­
ther details.)

5 After the death of the last of the apos­
tles at the turn of time into the second 
century C .E., growing numbers of those 
who practiced the true Christian reli­
gion defected or became apostate. Subtly 
the old enemy Satan was out to defile the 
true worship of Jehovah by means of a 
two-pronged campaign. Firstly, by means 
of introducing untheocratic form s of 
church government he would defile the 
original clean temple structure of organi­
zation as set by Jesus Christ. (Eph. 2 : 
19-22) Secondly, by means of introducing 
pagan teachings and pagan holiday cele­
brations he would defile the right public 
declarations or ‘sacrifices of praise’ (Heb. 
13:15) offered by the temple class of 
anointed Christians. A ll this apostasy 
stemmed from the same general Babylon­
ish source as did the influences that had 
produced apostate Judaism in the centu­
ries before Jesus’ day. Babylonized Hellen­
ism again was the force used by Satan to 
inundate and overwhelm an increasing 
number of those who claimed to be Chris­
tians.

6 Gradually some of the overseers and 
elders of the congregations were induced 
to consider themselves as rulers over the 
flock. Thus in time a clergy class began to 
dominate over a laity class, quite contrary 
to Jesus’ set order: “One [Christ] is your 
teacher, whereas all you are brothers.” 
(Matt. 2 3 :8 ) Pagan holidays such as 
Christmas and Easter came to be cele­
brated festivals. Birthdays of secular rul­
ers became honored. Sometime in the 
third century the divine name, Jehovah, 
was taken out of all copies of the sacred 
Greek Scriptures including that of the 
Greek Septuagint.* The title Lord (kyrios)

* New World Translation of the Christian Greek 
Scriptures, p. 18.
6. Present some wrong practices that began to be 
accepted.
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was substituted for the personal name Je­
hovah. As may be remembered, the apos­
tatized Jews had done the very same thing 
after their Babylonish captivity of the 
sixth century B.C .E. A t that time they 
followed the custom of the Babylonians, 
who no longer called their chief god Mar- 
duk by his personal name but came to 

prefer the title Bel ( or Lord) in­
stead. This made it possible for the gen­
eral title Bel to become more acceptable 
to the other religiously sensitive peoples.

7 The Babylonish-originated doctrine of 
the immortality of the soul likewise crept 
in through pagan Greek religious influ­
ence. In this way also the Greek (Hellen­
istic) conception of hades or hell as a 
place of conscious torment for the souls of 
the wicked became an unbiblical matter of 
belief. Exactly in harmony with Jesus’ 
prophecy the “weeds” or apostate, imi­
tation Christians with their “sibboleth” 
(Judg. 12:6) teachings of Babylonish 
Christianity began to obscure from his­
torical view the true “wheat” or anointed 
ones with their “shibboleth” teachings of 
true Christianity. (M att. 13:24-30) Paul 
confirms this prophesied rise of organized 
apostasy by adding that a powerful “man 
of lawlessness” would develop to be “set 
in opposition” and to sit “down in the tem­
ple of The God.” (2 Thess. 2 :3 -8 ) By 325 
C.E. this “man of lawlessness” class of 
apostate leaders came to be recognized by 
pagan Rome under Emperor Constantine 
as religious rulers of a new Roman state 
religion, a fusion of Christian apostasy 
with Roman paganism. W hat is now known 
as Christendom came into being to become 
the dominant part of Babylon the Great, 
the world empire of false religion. From  
that time the “man of lawlessness” class 
has been the collective group of Christen-
7. (a) Name some Babylonish-originated doctrines that 
crept in. (b) What happened to the “ weeds” and 
“wheat” mentioned in Jesus’ illustration? (c) What 
is the “man of lawlessness” mentioned by Paul? 
Describe its rise.
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dom’s clergy from  its many sects that had 
at that time become wholly Babylonized 
as an integral part of Babylon the Great. 
Thus in the sixteen centuries that have 
followed 325 C.E. the clergy of Christen­
dom have dominated the world stage of 
false religion and as the “man of lawless­
ness” have cultivated symbolic “weeds” 
or false Christians.

WHEATLIKE CHRISTIANS REAPPEAR
8 True to the same above prophecy of 

Jesus, the “wheat” or true Christians did 
again become apparent historically to 
stand apart from the “weeds” or apostates 
as the time of the “harvest” approached at 
the “conclusion of a system of things.” 
(Matt. 13:37-43) So it turned out to be 
after the 1870’s that a small group of sin­
cere, anointed ones came together to form  
eventually the W atch Tower Bible and 
Tract Society under the presidency of 
Charles Taze Russell. Those anointed ones 
later embraced the name “Jehovah’s wit­
nesses.” To this day in 1966 they appear 
as such Christian witnesses on the world 
stage.

* Early this group of anointed ones 
cleared away many of the false Babylonish 
beliefs that had encumbered their Chris­
tian way. Some of the clarifications were 
that man does not have an immortal soul 
but that man is a living soul (Gen. 2 :7 ) ;  
that Christ Jesus the Ransomer was not 
half man and half God but that he was 
completely human (1 Tim . 2 :5 , 6; 1 John 
4 :2 , 3 ) ; that in the resurrection there is 
no “resurrection of the body” but a resur­
rection of the dead “soul” or individual 
(John 5 :2 5 -2 8 ); that there is no such mys­
tery as a “trinity” but that Jehovah is 
supreme and exclusive in his Sovereign 
Godship. (1 Cor. 8 :4-6) They turned ‘the 
hose on hell’ to put out the false fires of

8. How did the wheatlike Christians reappear?
9. Present the false and then the clarified under­
standing as to certain basic teachings.
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Hellenistic teachings that the wicked are 
being roasted in a hades or hell.* (Acts 
2 :3 1 ) In time the very name Jehovah was 
restored for use at their congregational 
meetings, reappeared in their Biblical pub­
lications and was even restored 7,198 
times in their New World Translation of 
the Holy Scriptures.^

HOSTILITY FROM THE SECTARIAN CLERGY
10 Right from  the 1880’s this Job group 

of gathering anointed ones drew fire of 
religious hostility from the “man of law­
lessness” class, Christendom’s clergy now 
divided into numerous sects. So these Job­
like anointed ones came to have “false 
companions” to argue against them even 
as did the ancient Job with his three and 
Jesus with the religious sectarian pres­
sure groups. Again, “three” in being a 
number indicating emphasis well stresses 
the all-out, united opposition that Chris­
tendom’s sectarian clergy have been hurl­
ing against the modem Job-like ones. It is 
a matter of history that, as Job and Jesus 
were considered “outcasts” of their day, 
so Jehovah’s witnesses are found to be 
unwanted, smelly outcasts of Christendom. 
— Job 2 :7 , 8.

11 For example, the Witnesses are not 
considered “respectable” or “regular” 
when spoken of in connection with the 
weedlike sects of Christendom.
“A t all events, whether they are liked or dis­
liked, approved or disapproved, they [Jehovah’s 
witnesses] continue their witness not only in 
America but in many foreign lands with a 
vigor and persistence which one could wish 
were more often found in one’s own and other 
eminently respectable ‘regular’ churches.”t 
(Italics ours)
By the well-to-do religious leaders the 
“wheatlike” Witnesses are branded as an

* Jehovah’s Witnesses in the Divine Purpose, p. 42.
t “ Let Your Name Be Sanctified,”  p. 26.
t The Christian Century, Feb. 2, 1944, p. 140.

10, 11. (a) Who today are prefigured by Job’s three 
false companions? (b) How have some religious writers 
expressed themselves about Jehovah's witnesses?
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“unorthodox cult” of ‘poor and uncultured’ 
ones.
“Jehovah's Witnesses belong to one of those 
unorthodox religious cults . . . which prosper 
among those burdened with everything except 
worldly possessions and cultural graces.,,u 
(Italics ours)
Also, these “outcast” Witnesses are re­
ferred to as ‘deviationists.’
“Many observers of the Jehovah’s witnesses 
have concluded that it is a 'Christian deviation’ 
in that its system of doctrine imitates, and at 
the same time distorts the essential Christian 
beliefs.”A (Italics ours)
Lastly they are considered “odious” and 
“fanatical” by the clergy.
“A  curb upon the propagandist activity of the 
odious sect— unless it can be shown to be a 
definite peril to society— is a potential attack 
upon the liberties of all citizens. Jehovah’s 
Witnesses are, in our judgment, a particularly 
odious and fanatical sect, but the truth or 
falsity of their teaching is not at issue and no 
charge of antisocial tendencies was involved 
in the case upon which the Supreme Court ren­
dered its [unfavorable] decision.” 0 (Italics 
ours)

BABYLONISH WAYS REMOVED
12 From the 1880’s onward the modern 

Job-like anointed ones additionally had re­
instated the early ways of Christianity. 
This enabled all to serve as ministers to­
gether, shining to the public as “the light 
of the world.” (Matt. 5 :14 -16) This was 
done by reinstituting the house-to-house 
witness work and the making of private 
return visits to homes as did even Jesus 
and the apostles in their day. Further­
more, all forms of ritualism were rejected 
at their congregational assemblies and, in­
stead, their meetings were of an educa­
tional nature, making an intellectual ap­
peal by means of Bible study, rather than 
of an emotional, ritualistic nature. This

□ An editorial, The Christian Century, July 5, 1939, 
p. 843.

a The Theology of the Jehovah’s Witnesses, 1962, 
by George D. McKinney.

0 The Christian Century, June 24, 1942, p. 798.
12. What early ways of Christianity were reinstituted 
after the 1880’s?
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group of anointed ones also shared in a 
wide distribution of Bibles, Biblical litera­
ture and tracts, numbering into the hun­
dreds of millions.

“ They particularly heralded that the 
year 1914 was a marked year for the end­
ing of “the times of the Gentiles” (Luke 
21:24, AV) and for the time of the estab­
lishment of Christ’s kingdom in heaven. 
All of this proved to be true and was veri­
fied by the beginning of W orld W ar I with 
its associated events among the Gentile 
nations. Their Christian work being con­
ducted on a wide scale in many lands re­
markably brought the anointed ones onto 
the world stage of religious history. Their 
zealous religious works put to shame the 
“man of lawlessness” class of sectarian 
clergy. Such members of the clergy should 
have been taking a more careful interest 
in their teaching the W ord of God to their 
flocks instead of offering their parishion­
ers a poisonous diet of Babylonish doc­
trines. Thus it was that this small minori­
ty of anointed ones began to manifest an 
integrity toward Christ Jesus and toward 
God that cast guilty reflections upon Chris­
tendom’s Catholic, Orthodox and Evan­
gelical clergy.

PREOCCUPATION WITH PERSONAL DEFENSE
14Similar to the case of Job of old, these 

modern witnesses were vilified and mis­
represented by the religious clergy and 
leaders of Christendom, who were fore­
shadowed by Job’s three companions who 
turned out to be poor comforters and false 
friends. They were called by all sorts of 
degrading names, such as “no-hellers,” 
“soul sleepers,” “Russellites,” “Ruther- 
fordites,” “Millennial Dawnists,” “unpa­
triotic pacifists,” “ twisters of the Scrip-

13. As to 1914, what was heralded? How zealous were 
the anointed, and what reflections were being cast 
upon the clergy?
14. Describe how deeply the anointed became pre­
occupied with self-defense.
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tures,” “unordained preachers,” etc. Their 
ministry of the W ord of God was chal­
lenged as being fraudulent, deceptive, not 
ordained by God, and carried on under 
different names or titles such as Watch 
Tower Bible & Tract Society, International 
Bible Students Association, People’s Pul­
pit Association, in order to confuse and 
conceal the fact that they were “Russell­
ites.” They were looked upon as being 
false Christians, as in fact no Christians 
at all, as being “false prophets,” anti- 
Christian, and having no standing with 
God at all. Against such religious accu­
sations of being an unorthodox sect of 
religious hypocrites, Jehovah’s anointed 
remnant had to defend themselves, just as 
Job had to do, in an endeavor to prove 
their integrity as true Christians, their 
being the “real thing,” and their really 
being in harmony with God and his Word 
and having God’s favor and being true 
Christian ministers ordained by God and 
not by religious institutions of religious 
clergymen. There thus arose a great con­
troversy between the religious clergy and 
God’s anointed, ordained remnant, just as 
Job got involved in controversy with Eli- 
phaz, Zophar and Bildad. Thus, like Job, 
the anointed remnant became especially 
preoccupied with themselves and their 
personal standing with God. They failed 
to give full appreciation to God’s name 
Jehovah and to see that the vindication 
of God’s name and universal sovereignty 
was the chief thing, so that they should 
be his witnesses with that chief issue in 
view. Their getting to heaven was not the 
main thing.

ELIHU’S RIGHT ESTIMATION

13 W ho, then, was it that finally made a 
right estimation of these basic matters and 
published such for the attention of the

15,16. (a) What corresponds to Elihu today, and how 
so? (b) How is The Watchtower used to present right 
estimations ?
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anointed ones to set matters straight? 
(Isa. 1 :1 8 ; 2 Tim. 3 :1 6 ) A s it was young 
Elihu that made the right assessment as 
to elderly Job in Job’s day so it was the 
modern young Elihu who brought about 
the reproving of the 1,900-year-old Job­
like anointed ones. Against ancient Job, 
Elihu’s “anger blazed over his [Job’s] de­
claring his own soul righteous rather 
them God.” (Job 3 2 :2 ) The modern Elihu 
seems well to comprise the spiritual gov­
erning body of the anointed remnant of 
Christ’s body always closely associated 
with the directors of the Watch Tower 
Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania.* 
T h i s  g o v e r n in g  
group of anointed  
ones having become 
a w o r k i n g  u n i t  
s in c e  th e  1 8 7 0 ’ s 
makes it young his­
torically in compar­
ison to the 1,900- 
year-old  “ fa ith fu l 
and discreet slave,” 
collectively made  
up o f the faith ful 
anointed ones alive 
on earth at any giv­
en point of time. (M att. 24 :45 , 46) The 
Elihu governing unit has been responsible 
since 1879 for publishing the Watchtower 
magazine.

16 When the Elihu of today gained the 
right estimation of matters it used its in­
strument, the Watchtower magazine, to 
counsel the anointed ones progressively. It 
was The Watchtower that first published 
that the vindicating of Jehovah’s univer­
sal sovereignty was more important than 
the vindicating of any individual man. In 
the giving of its advice, like young Elihu 
of Job’s day, the historically youthful gov­
erning group showed more of a youthful
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reliance upon the spirit of God in render­
ing spiritual counsel than in looking to 
age-old human wisdom and philosophy as 
the clergy were doing. For this reason 
the modem Elihu through The Watchtow­
er could further take the lead in exposing 
the 1,600-year-old “man of lawlessness”  
class, the sectarian clergy. W ith Christian 
boldness since 1919 The Watchtower could 
maintain with a right estimation that 
Christendom’s clergy have “proceeded to 
pronounce God wicked” by their agelong 
preaching of things that were based on 
anti-Jehovah, Babylonish teachings. (Job 
32 :3 ) In this way a right assessment and

the correct estimation of religious develop­
ments become progressively available to 
all righteously inclined individuals by 
means of The Watchtower.

JOB-LIKE TESTING
17 Now a special Job-like time of testing 

came upon the few thousand anointed 
ones from the autumn of 1914 to the 
spring of 1919. A  period of Babylon-like 
captivity came to be forced upon them. 
Ridicule was heaped upon them by the 
clergy. During World W ar I they were 
slanderously branded as “security risks.” 
This brought governmental opposition

17. Describe the Babylon-like captivity experience that 
came upon the anointed ones from 1914 to 1919.

SEe WATCHTOWER.

* Watchtower, 1957, p. 603.
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upon them in Canada, the United States 
and other countries. Their publications be­
came subject to ban. Those taking the 
lead among them came to be imprisoned. 
Finally their organized public witness 
work was crippled by the summer of 1918. 
Their headquarters in Brooklyn, New  
York, had to be shut down, with tempo­
rary offices maintained back in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. Places of their religious 
meetings were raided and closed. Yes, a 
spiritually destitute, forsaken condition 
came upon them. To the faithful anointed 
ones questions came as to what all this 
meant and why Jehovah was permitting 
all this open hostility. Had they not in the 
name of God and Christ been undertaking 
a great public witness work among the na­
tions in the thirty-some years before 1914? 
Did not Jehovah seem to favor that work 
by granting it continued growth before 
1914? The Job-like ones wanted to know: 
W hy now all this adversity and hostility? 
— Matt. 2 4 :9 , 10.

18 Many who, like spiritual children, had 
looked to them for spiritual guidance and 
help now abandoned their association. All 
together, it was a time of destitution as to 
“spiritual children” and means for reli­
gious worship. Considered by the sectarian 
clergy as outcasts and spiritually diseased 
ones who were to be loathed and shunned, 
the anointed ones were left by 1918 to 
ponder their sad spiritual state, present 
and future. (Rev. 11 :7 -10) A  state of 
spiritual unhappiness had been enforced 
upon them by Satan and all his earthly 
forces. But again and again the Job-like 
anointed ones asked in their prayers: W hy, 
O why is Jehovah allowing all this?

19 W hile the anointed endured this low 
state the modern ‘three false companions,’ 
the collective group of Christendom’s cler-

18. What corresponded to Job’s children taken away 
and his sickness?
19. Describe the set course today of those prefigured 
by Job’s three companions.
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gy, stepped up their burning hostility upon 
the remnant. Unloving in their thinking 
and hearts, the religious leaders put to use 
all their Babylonish tactics and arguments. 
They pretended to worship the God of the 
Bible but in fact were out “to pronounce 
God wicked.” (Job 3 2 :3 ) Jehovah God 
found them untruthful in their arguments 
and attacks, whereas the anointed ones 
were found to be truthful. (Job 4 2 :7 , 8) 
The doctrines and traditions of the clergy 
are those that have come down through 
the ages from Babylon and not from the 
Bible. From 325 C.E. to the present, Chris­
tendom’s clergy have been the most pow­
erful part of Babylon the Great. They 
have been and are now the worst perse­
cutors of Jehovah’s witnesses. These mod­
ern ‘three false comforters’ in their bitter­
ness will continue to be, figuratively 
speaking, ‘after the hide’ and ‘on the 
necks’ of the true witnesses right down to 
the very ruinous end of Babylon the Great.

DELIVERANCE INTO SPIRITUAL PROSPERITY
20 A s Job was made happy in his out­

come of a restoration, so the modern 
anointed ones came to experience a spiri­
tually paradisaic restoration from  1919 on­
ward. This restoration has meant great 
spiritual prosperity and happiness for them 
in Jehovah’s royal Kingdom service. To 
add to their joy, a vast crowd of sheeplike 
persons has been directed to flee from  
Babylon the Great and to come over into 
their realm of spiritual favor. Actually in 
1934 the “other sheep” were told to get 
dedicated and baptized and to become the 
happy spiritual children of the anointed 
remnant.* But it was not until 1942 that 
the fulfillment in complete force of the 
bringing forth of Job’s ten new children

* See August 1 and 15, 1934, Watchtower featuring 
articles I and II of “ His Kindness,”  urging the “ other 
sheep” to enter the anti typical “ Cities of Refuge.”

20. Describe the restoration the anointed ones have had, 
and since when has it been?
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began to take place.* From then on by the 
hundreds of thousands the figurative “ten 
children” have come to the aid of the mod­
em  Job, the anointed remnant.— Isa. 2 :2 , 
3 ; Zech. 8 :2 3 .

FORMER CLERGYMEN NOW WITNESSES
21 In Job’s day of restoration, Eliphaz, 

Zophar and Bildad took Jehovah’s advice 
to repent of their false religious stand, to 
accept the priesthood services of Job so 
that no “disgraceful folly” should come 
upon them. (Job 4 2 :8 , 9) Also after Jesus’ 
restoration by resurrection and exalta­
tion to heaven, his effective priesthood 
services were accepted as “a great crowd 
of priests began to be obedient to the 
faith .” (Acts 6 :7 )  Has there been a par­
allel development in these last days? Yes! 
In the decades of restoration since 1919, 
right-hearted clergymen of various reli­
gious sects in different parts of the earth 
have repentantly accepted the priesthood 
services of the anointed remnant of Job­
like ones by becoming rebaptized and or­
dained as true ministers of Jehovah.f Even 
clergymen in prominent places have made 
this about-face, including one priest who 
had formerly been a Greek Orthodox bish­
op. No longer seeking worldly fame, these 
many reformed ministers now zealously 
preach the good news of the Kingdom  
right in the same places where they had 
functioned as sectarian clergymen. But in­
stead of preaching from  a pulpit in a 
church building they now have the door­
step as their right pulpit.

* At the multi-city assembly with Cleveland as the 
key city (Sept. 18, 19, 20, 1942) the increase of the 
“ other sheep” was signaled by the resolution that 
was there adopted, part of which says—“All the in­
crease that God gives to this work in gathering His 
‘other sheep’ into the fold we acknowledge to be 
the Lord’s and shall yield up such to the Lord to be 
used wholly in His service.” —w42, p. 319.

t w51, p. 650; w52, p. 684; w55, p. 255; yb63, p. 149.

21,22. (a) How does Job 42:8, 9 have application today? 
(b) What course have such repentant ones followed, 
according to modern experiences?
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22 W hat has resulted to these form er 
clergymen for following this right and 
humble course? From their former clergy 
“friends” they get much Babylonish hos­
tility and reproach, which they have cou­
rageously and faithfully endured. From  
the Sovereign God Jehovah they get good­
will for worthily bearing the divine name, 
making known Jehovah’s Sovereign God- 
ship from  house to house even as Jesus 
Christ did. A fter years of right preaching 
activity, several of these former clergy­
men have become appointed as presiding 
ministers of local congregations of Jeho­
vah’s witnesses. They, in turn, have had 
the privilege of attending the W atchtower 
Society’s Kingdom Ministry Schools for 
further ministerial training. Here, then, is 
another merciful reason for Jehovah’s per­
mitting Babylon the Great to exist a 
while longer so that more of such humbled, 
right-hearted, captive clergy individually 
may follow the lead set by these earlier 
ones and get out soon before “disgraceful 
folly” comes upon all who are left in Bab­
ylon the Great.

CLERGY HOSTILITY STILL PERSISTS
23 But why is it that the modern Job 

still experiences increasingly bitter hostili­
ty from the unrepentant Babylonish cler­
gy, if this is the time of the restoration 
and ascendency for the anointed ones? 
The situation is similar to the antitypical 
seven years of famine and seven years of 
prosperity in Egypt during Joseph’s ad­
m inistration.! (Gen. 41:29-32) In their 
present-day application those two antitypi­
cal seven-year periods run concurrently. 
Upon Christendom’s land or realm there 
is great spiritual famine for the hearing

t You May Survive Armageddon into God’s New 
World, 1955, pp. 327-330.

23,24. Explain why clergy hostility still persists as 
pictured in (a) Joseph’s case in Egypt and (b) a 
parable of Jesus.

SfEeWATCHTOWER.
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of the W ord of God. (Am os 8 :11 ) While 
upon the land, realm or situation of the 
true anointed ones there is great spiritual 
abundance.

24 Such concurrent fulfillment is con­
firmed in the parable of the rich man and 
Lazarus. (Luke 16:19-31) Here the con­
dition of both the “rich man” or the clergy 
class and that of the “Lazarus” group, the 
anointed remnant, takes place at the same 
time, namely, from  1919 to the present. 
The physical facts abundantly show that 
since 1919 the anointed witnesses of Jeho­
vah have enjoyed spiritual prosperity as 
to their ministry while during the same 
time the clergy have been experiencing in­
creased frustrations and spiritual failures 
as to their ministries. A ll this bears evi­
dence of their “torment.” Earlier in this 
article there was presented another con­
firmation in that while Babylon the Great 
fell under the encircling power of Christ 
Jesus in 1919, it is permitted to exist with 
all its spiritual corruption and hostility 
until the rescue of her captives is conclud-
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ed, at which conclusion she will then be 
totally destroyed.— Rev. 18:4 ; 17:15-18.

25 In Jehovah’s wisdom he has permitted 
this continued Babylonish hostility to per­
sist for another purpose. W hy? Because it 
now gives the “great crowd” of the “other 
sheep” also an opportunity to support the 
anointed ones in giving an answer to Sa­
tan as to his tauntings and challenges 
concerning Jehovah’s Sovereign Godship. 
W ith all this background information, we 
are now ready to consider the physical 
evidences of the great religious contro­
versy that has been raging between the 
anointed ones championing Jehovah’s God- 
ship on the one hand and the Babylonish 
clergy of Christendom on the other hand. 
How remarkably the detailed experiences 
and arguments against Job in his day and 
against Jesus in his time are being dupli­
cated in printed form today on an enlarged 
scale of hostility against the modern W it­
nesses!

25. (a) What is another purpose for Jehovah’s per­
mitting Babylonish hostility to continue in our time? 
(b) What can be expected in the next Watchtower 
article ?

TAUNTED B Y BABYLONISH HOSTILITY AGAINST

LIK E the taunting from  wicked King 
Sennacherib of ancient Assyria, so to­

day Satan keeps up his taunting of the 
true God Jehovah by speaking abusively 
of His anointed witnesses. (Isa. 37:21-33) 
By their faithfully enduring the Babylon­
ish hostility against them, the Job-like 
anointed ones enable Jehovah, as He says,

1, 2. (a) Who is being taunted, by whom and how? 
(b) In what way will the parallel experiences of today 
be demonstrated with those of Job’s time?

“Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, that I may 
make a reply to him that is taunting me.”-Prov. 27:11.

to “make a reply to him (Satan] that is 
taunting m e.” (Prov. 27 :11 ) In the mean­
time, in their championing Jehovah’s Sov­
ereign Godship on earth they bear up un­
der much reproach. “W ith murder against
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m y bones those showing hostility to me 
have reproached me, while they say to me 
all day long: ‘Where is your God?’ ”— Ps. 
4 2 :10 .

2 To demonstrate the full extent of the 
modem parallel of the experiences of Je­
hovah’s witnesses today with those of an­
cient Job, we will now highlight cases of 
Babylonish hostility of the clergy against 
the anointed witnesses on each of the 
taunts made against ancient Job by his 
three Babylonized companions. This will 
be done by taking each of the speeches of 
Job’s companions in turn and showing how 
the clergy of Christendom have spoken in 
the same sibboleth fashion as those an­
cient agents of Satan. (Judg. 12 :6 ) As this 
develops it will be observed that the sec­
tarian religious statements have the 
same ring of hostility as the pronounce­
ments of ancient Eliphaz, Zophar and Bil- 
dad. By them the Job-like anointed ones 
continue to be branded as the world’s No. 1 
Religious Badmen to be avoided like poi­
son.— Job 22 :5 .

FALSE CHARGE OF BIAS
3 In the frame of thinking of Eliphaz, 

the clergy claim in effect that it is the re­
ligiously unclean, the sinners, the biased 
ones that bring upon themselves merited 
reproach and divine punishment. (Job 4 :
2-8) A  Roman Catholic monsignor writes 
in a nationwide Catholic newspaper in the 
United States a harsh condemnation of the 
Bible Society of Jehovah’s witnesses.
“Rejecting the idea of the Holy Trinity, the 
Bible society translation [the World
Translation of the Christian Greek Scriptures, 
1950] replaces the phrase ‘the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Ghost,’ used frequently [once] 
throughout the King Janies version with ‘the 
spirit and the water and the blood.’ (1 John 
5:7) . . . Something of the shallow scholarship 
in the sect in adopting the word Jehovah as 
part of its title is shown by the Catholic Bibli-

3. What false charge of bias has been made, and by 
whom? How does this parallel Job's day?

B r o o k l y n , N .Y .

cal Encyclopedia’s treatment of this word.’’* 
(Bracketing ours)

‘ Making a proper defense not only of 
their own rightness but also of the Sover­
eign Godship of Jehovah as did ancient 
Job, the modem Witnesses say: “I  have 
not hidden the sayings of the Holy One.” 
(Job 6 :10) In an open letter dated October 
11,1950, a printed six-page reply was pub­
lished by Jehovah’s witnesses in their 
Watchtower magazine of December 1, 
1950. (Pp. 469-474) There overwhelming 
evidences were published proving beyond 
doubt that Jehovah’s witnesses not only 
are not biased in their New World Trans­
lation, but have honestly reproduced the 
sense and wording of the original-language 
texts. Note the above Watchtower answer 
to the charge of biased tampering with 
the Bible.
“The New World Translation has rewritten 
no part of the Greek text, not even 1 John 5 :7  
which is cited in your article as a place where 
Jehovah’s witnesses clash with the trinitarian 
doctrine. . .  . This is a literal translation of the 
Greek text by the above-) amed Augustinus 
Merk, S.J. . . .  it is also a literal translation of 
the Greek text by the other Roman Catholic 
scholar, Joseph M. Bover, S.J. . . . Your own 
precious Vatican Manuscript No. 1209 of the 
early 4th century does not contain the words, 
but brands them spurious.”
Thus was crushingly demonstrated the au­
thentic nature of the New World Transla­
tion and the falsity of the charge against 
the anointed witnesses.

6 In addition The Watchtower vindicated 
its use of “Jehovah” this w ay:
“Why, then, does the New World Translation 
use the name Jehovah 237 times in its main 
text? Is it due to ‘shallow scholarship,’ as you 
insinuate? N o .. . .  In addition to the 19 Hebrew 
versions, it cites versions of the ‘New Testa­
ment’ in 38 languages besides English and 
Hebrew where the translators use a vernacular

* The Catholic Telegraph-Register, issue of Friday, 
Aug. 18, 1950, article entitled: “ Listening In,”  by 
“Monsignor” Matthew Smith.
4, 5. What defense have the Witnesses made (a) as to 
biased translation and (b) for their use of the name 
Jehovaht (c) How has this been in accord with Job 6:10?

3de W ATCHTOW ER
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form of the Hebrew tetragrammaton [Hebrew 
occurrence of the divine nam e].”

Then The Watchtower proceeded to iden­
tify a long series of Catholic authorities 
and their usages of the name Jehovah 
down through the centuries, such as Tho­
mas Cardinal de Vio Cajetanus in his 
Commentary on the Pentateuch. Who, 
then, displays bias— the Catholic clergy or 
Jehovah’s witnesses? You decide.

DEMON INFLUENCE
6 From ancient Babylonish times, reli­

gious leaders like Eliphaz have appealed 
to emotional influences obtained from in­
visible spirits or demons to build up their 
religious posture rather than build faith 
based on the Bible. (Job 4 :12 -17) Recently 
one of the Pentecostal sects emotionally 
belittled the Bible knowledge of Jehovah’s 
witnesses and their associates.
“I wish it were possible for everyone in the 
Watchtower Society, more than a million and 
one half ministers and over fifty million brain 
washed followers, to feel what I am feeling, 
and sense what I can sense. . . .  I f they can 
do it [their worldwide work] with power that 
is not of God, what can we do if we are 
anointed by the Spirit of God . . .  I want you 
to pray with us, ‘Lord, find the Kingdom Halls 
and pour out your Spirit until they are filled. 
Tear them up. . . . Shake them up like they’ve 
never been shaken before!’ ” * (Italics ours)

Here the religionists appeal to “feeling” 
and a “sense” of something unseen and 
indefinable. The result? They exhort vio­
lence and hostility, “tear” and “shake.” 
But Jesus said, “You must love your neigh­
bor as yourself.”— M att. 22 :39 .

DENOUNCED FOR THEIR OBEDIENCE
7 The Eliphaz-like religious leaders also 

revel in independency from  God and Christ. 
(Prov. 3 :5 )  They infer that God does not

* Full Gospel Men’s Voice, issue of March 1963, 
pp. 2, 3, 23, a Pentecostal publication.

6. What parallel is there to Job 4:15 as to appealing 
to demon influence and the result?
7. Describe the parallel as to Job 4:18.
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take special note of the obedience and 
faithfulness of his servants to Him . (Job 
4 :1 8 ; Matt. 17 :12 , 13; 24 :45 ) One Ger­
man religious writer reproaches Jehovah’s 
witnesses for holding to a unity of thought 
and organization in their Christian way. 
(Isa. 5 5 :8 ; Prov. 12 :15 ) He writes:
“The members of the organization [of Jeho­
vah’s witnesses] are obligated to unconditional 
obedience. This obligation includes the duty of 
accepting the word of God only in the interpre­
tation offered them by the Brooklyn publica­
tions. The Watchtower Society has divine 
authority and hence also possesses a monopoly 
on the truth and on the proper proclamation 
of the Gospel. It is forbidden to nourish oneself 
from other sources or to think one's own 
thoughts."t (Italics ours)

8 In reply Jehovah's witnesses contrast 
their unified source of spiritual abundance 
with the spiritually sickening table spread 
by the clergy in their “independence.” 
“What orthodox religious organization in Chris­
tendom provides new spiritual food for these 
critical times? Are not the fundamentalists 
still offering the same dry husks, still prattling 
the same centuries-old creeds, and monotonous­
ly repeating again and again their few basic 
doctrines borrowed from paganism? Truly, 
‘their religion is a mockery, a mere tradition 
learned by rote.’ (Isa. 29:13, Mo) The modern­
ist churches have brought forth new teachings 
to fit the times, but their new offerings are not 
fit for gospel-preaching. Instead, they scuttle 
the Bible, dismissing it as myth and legend, at 
best only good literature, and offer science and 
evolution, psychology and psychiatry, in an 
endeavor to be popular with a materialistic 
civilization. God bluntly says Christendom’s 
‘tables are full of vomit.’ [Isa. 28:8] Among 
them spiritual famine reigns supreme. What a 
contrast between the condition of their follow­
ers and that of Jehovah’s witnesses!” $
Let the “independent” clergy still advo­
cate what leads to spiritual anarchy but 
Jehovah's unified witnesses will still stick 
to the one vinelike channel.— John 1 5 :5 , 6.

t Seher, Gruebler, Enthusiasten, by Kurt Hutten, 
6th ed., Stuttgart: Quell-Verlag, 1960, p. 105. An 
English translation of this is found in The Four Major 
Cults, 1963, by A. A. Hoekema, p. 248.

X Watchtower, 1952, pp. 82, 83.
8. How have the Witnesses replied to the denouncement ?
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REPROACHED BY SECTARIAN 
TRADITIONALISTS

9 It is well known that many of the 
“man of lawlessness” class of clergy are 
pillars and champions of orthodoxy, hold­
ing tenaciously to early, Babylonish wis­
dom of the “former generations” and from  
the “fathers,” like Bildad of old. (Job 8 :8)  
Down from the heights of Babylonish tra­
ditions they look condescendingly upon 
the Bible-trained witnesses of Jehovah. 
Hear what a Catholic Jesuit weekly maga­
zine had to comment about Jehovah’s wit­
nesses in international assembly.
“It [the assembly of Jehovah’s witnesses] was 
an impressive demonstration of the hold that 
primitive— and perverted— religion exercises on 
simple minds in a hour of humanity’s confusion. 
It was an illustration also of the compelling 
power of a few ideas strongly held.”* (Italics 
ours)

“ Following is the answer the Job-like 
anointed ones gave in reply to the clergy 
thrust against them for their rejection of 
tradition:
“In substituting ancient paganisms or modern 
philosophies for the truths contained in the 
Bible, Christendom’s religions match backslid­
ing Israel who professed to be Jehovah’s 
people: ‘The ox knows its owner, and the ass 
its master’s crib; but Israel does not know, my 
people shows no understanding.’ (Isa. 1:3, 
They put themselves in position for stinging 
condemnation, which they cry out against [us] 
as intolerant. But does not God himself here 
say they have less sense than the ox and the 
ass?” t
These masters of tradition, sectarian tra­
ditionalists, charge that the religion of Je­
hovah’s witnesses is “primitive”  and “per­
verted,”  yet the whole focal point of the 
W itnesses’ Bible-based religion centers on 
upholding Jehovah’s Sovereign Godship. 
(Job 8 :3) Yes, they brand the “sons” or 
associates of the anointed ones as being 
“sinners” ( ‘simpleminded’) who have “re-

* America, issue of Aug. 19, 1950, p. 507.
t Watchtower, 1952, p. 82.

9. How have the Witnesses been reproached in accord 
with Job 8:8?
10. What has been the answer by the Job-like ones?

B r o o k l y n , N .Y .

volted” ( ‘perverted religion') against tra­
ditions of the apostate sects, in a time of 
world confusion, a confusion largely 
brought about by the clergy themselves. 
— Job 8i4, 9, 10.

DENOUNCED FOR SEEKING 
ACCURATE BIBLE KNOWLEDGE

11 Many sectarians of Christendom like 
Zophar feel the exposure made by the 
“multitude of words" or religious instruc­
tion accurately published by the Job-like 
witnesses. (Job 11 :2 -4) They denounce 
them for going beyond the early transla­
tions of the Bible to “ find out the deep 
things of God" accurately by means of 
more recent translations of the Scriptures. 
(Job 11 :5 -8) Note how a religious publi­
cation of an American sect makes an 
attack:
“But the most significant of the things attempt­
ed by the ‘Witnesses' is their undertaking to 
make a new Bible. They have announced 
through Nathan H. Knorr that they are getting 
out a ‘new translation' of the Scriptures, seeing 
the present translations do not suit them. . . . 
When a teaching becomes . .  . outlandishly anti- 
God, it needs a ‘new translation' of the Bible. 
That is, it needs another ‘Bible.' The one God 
gave us is not adequate to set forth the new 
religion."$

12 Part of the prompt reply made by the 
Witnesses is as follows:
“Which Bible do you mean by your expression 
‘the one God gave us?' Certainly when your 
paper quotes from the American Standard Re­
vised Version, you are not using ‘the one God 
gave us.' Or are you naive enough to imagine 
that God really gave us that Version? The 
Bible God gave us is the one he inspired and 
which was written in Hebrew, Aramaic and 
common Greek, which are today practically 
dead languages. If to produce a ‘new transla­
tion' in modern speech and according to the 
latest findings on the Bible means to ‘make a

t The Vindicator, issue of November 1950, article 
entitled “Another ‘New Bible’ Coming Up.”

11. Present an experience that parallels the charge 
at Job 11:7.
12. Give some points from the Witnesses’ reply.

SRe WATCHTOWER-
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new Bible/ ‘another “Bible”/  then tell us this: 
Why is it that the American Committee of Re­
vision, which produced the American Standard 
Version from which your paper mainly quotes, 
brought forth in 1946 the Revised Standard 
Version of the New Testament and will shortly 
bring forth also a revised Old Testament? Will 
you level against their Committee the charge of 
‘making a new Bible?* Have they ‘become so 
outlandishly anti-God’ as to need a new trans­
lation that they might set forth a new reli­
gion?” *

Let the clergy think like Zophar if they 
wish. As for Jehovah’s witnesses, they will 
continue to seek for increased accuracy of 
the Divine W ord.

DENOUNCED AS “HERETICS”
ON THE RESURRECTION

13 Job was a believer in the resurrection 
of the individual. (Job 1 4 :1 3 ,1 4 ) Likewise 
the Greater Job, Jesus Christ, was the 
greatest teacher as to the resurrection of 
the dead soul. (John 11 :2 5 ; Matt. 12 :40 ; 
Acts 2 :25-35) Never does the Bible speak 
of the ‘resurrection of the dead body.’ Yet 
the Pharisees of Jesus’ day were believers 
in a ‘resurrection of the body.’f  Similarly 
today the clergy still teach the sibboleth 
or unbiblical view upholding ‘resurrection 
of the body.’ An associate professor of 
Systematic Theology in a Calvinist semi­
nary denounces the Witnesses as “heretics” 
on this point.

“In the history of the Christian church, people 
who taught that the ‘resurrection* was a non­
physical one were branded as heretics. The 
early fathers [in his footnote he refers to Poly­
carp, Justin Martyr, Tatian, Theophilus, Athe- 
nagoras and Irenaeus] vigorously defended the 
resurrection of the body (in a physical sense) 
as a distinctively Christian doctrine. . . .  Yet 
today Jehovah*s Witnesses claiming to be

* See Watchtower, 1951, pp. 105-108.
t Hellenism, by N. Bentwich, p. 150.

13. Present background information as to a Bible 
doctrine on which the anointed ones have been de­
nounced as “ heretics.”
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listening to Scripture alone, are again reviving 
this ancient heresy!”% (Italics ours)

14 In addition to giving the full Scrip­
tural support for the fact that the resur­
rection of Jesus and the others does not 
involve taking physical bodies to heaven, 
the Watchtower of April 15, 1963, (pp. 
237, 238) also reduced this clergy view to 
an absurdity as follows:
“Just suppose that Jesus has his earthly human 
body in heaven. Since clergymen who insist 
that Jesus has his human body in heaven teach 
that he is also God himself, then we know what 
God looks like. He looks like Jesus when down 
on earth; he is possibly six feet tall, has a 
Jewish nose, possibly a beard, has man’s sex or­
gans, and seems to weigh two hundred pounds. 
. . . If Jesus had his human body in heaven, 
then he has the entire digestive system, in­
cluding the mouth and the stomach; and his 
faithful disciples, on going to heaven, would 
have the same things. . . . Think of it! Since 
the arrival of human bodies, there now have 
to be draught houses in heaven, toilets, both 
private and public, with separate ones for men 
and women. And now and forever Jesus, who 
the clergymen say is very God himself, has 
to use a heavenly toilet, something that he 
never had to do in heaven before he became 
a man! (1 Ki. 18:27) This has to be true if 
we carry arguments to their logical conclu­
sions!”

15 In view of the foregoing, just who is 
the heretic? Jehovah’s witnesses who up­
hold the Sovereign Majesty of Jehovah 
God as being spirit and utterly different 
from man and above man, or the clergy 
of Christendom with their “early fathers” 
who in effect assert that the Most High 
God is like puny man? (Num. 23:19) 
Clearly the taunt of “heretic” made by the 
clergy against the Job-like witnesses re­
coils to strike and brand them like the 
Pharisees as being against the true teach­
ings of the Bible and hence as “heretics.” 
— Matt. 15 :3 .

t The Four Major Cults, 1963, by A. A. Hoekema, 
p. 305.

14,15. (a) How did the Witnesses reduce this to an 
absurdity? (b) Who in fact are the heretics, and why?
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PEOPLE ADVISED TO AVOID THE WITNESSES
18 Leaders of the older religious sects 

brand the Witnesses as being full of 
“windy knowledge.” (Job 15 :2 -6) Like 
Eliphaz they claim the Job-like ones have 
swelled heads with too much Bible knowl­
edge. Such condemn the Witnesses because 
they do not listen to the experience of the 
older religious organizations. (Job 15 :7 - 
10) A  Catholic Jesuit magazine in the 
United States gives the following advice: 
“The Jehovah’s Witnesses are specialists in 
their own peculiar way. In general they know 
more about the Bible than most Catholics. 
Since they insist on carrying on all discussions 
on the basis of the Bible, a Catholic involved 
with them will be forced to meet them on their 
own grounds. While the Witnesses’ view of the 
Bible is a distorted one, the deplorable lack 
of knowledge that a Catholic is likely to have 
of the Holy Scriptures puts him at a serious 
disadvantage. It would be well to advise unpre­
pared Catholics to avoid them, for they will 
accomplish little and may endanger their own 
faith. Only well-instructed Catholics can cope 
with them.” * (Italics ours)
So it is only the “gray-headed” and “aged 
one” (Job 15 :10) of the Roman Catholic 
Church, those steeped in Babylonish tra­
ditions, that might properly discuss reli­
gion with the anointed witnesses!

CLAIM WITNESSES HEADED FOR 
REAL HELLFIRE

17 Adamant in their stand for the Bab­
ylonish doctrine of hell-torment, the 
Bildad-like modem religious spokesmen 
continue to retaliate against the plain ex­
posures made by the Witnesses proving 
that their teachings are not Biblical. For 
instance, it has been pointed out that men 
are souls and beasts are souls and that the 
same eventuality befalls both categories, 
“as the one dies, so the other dies.” (Eccl. 
3:19-21) In the face of plain Bible state-

* America, June 24, 1961, pp. 464, 465; 1962 Yearbook 
of Jehovah3s Witnesses, pp. 48, 49; Watchtower, 1961, 
p. 633.
16. According to Job 15:10, why has advice been given 
to avoid the Witnesses, and by whom?
17. What evidence is there that the clergy retaliate on 
the exposure of their hellfire doctrine?
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merits the clergy complain against the Job­
like witnesses in the words of Bildad: 
“W hy should we be reckoned as beasts and 
be regarded as unclean in your eyes?” 
(Job 18:3 ; 2 Pet. 2 :12 ) Hear now what 
some who are teaching that souls are 
roasting in hell have to say:

'Jehovah’s Witnesses,’ 70,000 strong, have 
just had a convention in New York [1950], mak­
ing a great noise. Their [Society’s president] 
Nathan H. Knorr, has promised them ex­
tremely interesting things for 'the near future,' 
among which is the abolition of Hell as set 
forth in the Scriptures. . . . But they do not 
discern that the offer is made them in terms the 
exact opposite to the language God employs. 
God tells them that there is such a place as 
Hell, and it is not Hades or the grave. Their 
leaders tell them that such a place does not 
exist. This is plainly anti-God and brands the 
'Witnesses’ as having the 'mark of the beast.’ 
God says the wicked 'shall go away into eternal 
punishment’ (Matt. 25 :46); but the 'Witnesses’ 
say there is no such place. But in so saying, 
they are preparing themselves to go there/ " f  
(Brackets and italics ours)

18 In their printed four-page reply the 
Witnesses plainly put it:
“Out of your own mouth you condemn your­
self. You say, 'the offer is made them in terms 
the exact opposite to the language God em­
ploys.’ How can this be? The New World 
Translation does not use the Old English word 
'hell,’ but uses the very words God gave us in 
his original Bible, namely, Hades, Gehenna, 
and Tartarus. Certainly this is not making 
another Bible, a Bible different from the one 
God gave us, but is using the exact language 
God employs. You are far-fetched, therefore, 
in branding this as 'plainly anti-God’ and as 
having 'the mark of the beast.’ Jehovah’s wit­
nesses are not abolishing Gehenna, but are 
putting it back into the Scriptures where it 
belongs. . . . Jesus warned his opposers with 
the admonition: 'By your words you will be 
vindicated, and by your words you will be 
condemned.’ (Matt. 12:37, N W ) By your words 
against Jehovah’s witnesses your paper The 
Vindicator stands, not vindicated, but con­
demned before God and all men of good will.” $

t The Vindicator, issue of November 1950, article 
entitled “Another ‘New Bible' Coming Up." See Watch- 
tower, 1951, pp. 105-108.

t Watchtower, 1951, p. 108.
18. What reply did the Witnesses publish?

SKeWATCHTOWER.
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Once again the reader can judge who is 
in the right as to this teaching of the cler­
gy on hellfire.

DESCRIBED AS FANTASTIC
19 The Zophar-like clergy continue to 

hear what they call “an insulting ex­
hortation” from the Job-like witnesses. 
(Job 20:3) They still maintain that the 
Witnesses are the world's No. 1 Religious 
Badmen. (Job 20:5) In this frame of mind 
The Baptist Record in one of its editorials 
branded the New World Translation as 
fantastic in this manner:
"Another sample of their fantastic translation 
. . . ‘cross* . . .  omitted in favor of ‘stake.* There 
is absolutely no authority for translating the 
cross as stake.***

20 The Watchtower of November 15, 
1950, printed a five-page answer wherein 
the anointed witnesses put up a conclusive 
defense of the New World Translation on 
each point attacked by The Baptist Rec­
ord. Here, in part, is their reply to the 
above charge:
‘‘Your heading says, ‘The cross is not a stake/ 
and your paragraph four says it is fantastic 
to use ‘stake* instead of ‘cross.* . . .  If you had 
not been so foolish as to blurt out before in­
vestigation but had gotten a copy of the New 
World Translation and read what pages 768-771 
of the Appendix say on Matthew 10:38 and 
‘torture stake/ you would have been more re­
strained in your editorial. You would have 
learned that the instrument of torture which 
the Greeks called staurds, and the Latins crux, 
was originally only a stake without a cross­
beam at any angle. . . . Evidently you, in your 
reading of the Bible, have failed to attach 
due significance to the fact that the apostle 
Peter speaks of it only as a ‘tree* (Acts 5:30; 
10:39; 1 Pet. 2 :24), and the apostle Paul speaks 
of it also as a ‘tree/ at Acts 13:29 and Galatians 
3:13. It was easy for you to assert that it was 
not a simple stake upon which Jesus died, but

* The Baptist Record, issue of Aug. 30, 1950, an 
editorial entitled “ The Cross Is Not a Stake.”  See 
Watchtower, 1950, pp. 453-457.

19,20. (a) What sect charged that the New World 
Translation is “ fantastic,”  and how? (b) How did the 
anointed witnesses reply?
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your editorial fails to provide a shred of proof 
or argument that the New World Translation 
is fantastic, incorrect and unscriptural on this 
point.” *

The Baptist Record was invited to publish 
in its columns the Watchtower reply to its 
editorial, to correct the gross misrepresen­
tation of the New World Translation and 
thus remove the hindrance to the cause 
of Bible truth. The response? More clergy 
hostility to the Job-like witnesses as a 
taunt against Jehovah.

WILD ACCUSATIONS OF BADNESS AND ERRORS
21 Orthodoxy continues to be confounded 

by the crushing replies of Jehovah’s wit­
nesses when the clergy wildly accuse them 
of every sort of badness and error. Like 
Eliphaz of old, in their fined round of the 
controversy they in effect say: “Is not 
your own badness too much already, and 
will there be no end to your errors?” 
(Job 2 2 :5 ) This sort of unjustified attack 
is exemplified by a “National Catholic 
Monthly for the Fam ily” entitled the 
“Home Messenger” in its issue of August 
1955, in an article: “They Call Themselves 
the Witnesses of Jehovah.” The writer was 
exposed in publishing thirty-five lies, 
falsehoods and misstatements in his base 
attempt to prove the Witnesses as bad 
ones.

22 The Awake! magazine of April 8 ,1956 , 
(pages 17 ,18 ) publishes the Witnesses’ full 
reply under the heading “The Hypocrisy 
of Men W ho Speak Lies.” (1 Tim. 4 :1 -3 ) 
A  few extracts from  the reply will reveal 
the baseness of this clergy attack.
“The article further claims that Jehovah’s wit­
nesses believe that ‘Christ is floating around 
in the air,’ and that they expected Christ to 
come visibly in 1874, and then in 1914, when 
nothing had happened in 1874, and upon being 
disappointed in 1914 they ‘came up with the

21-23. (a) How have the clergy tried to make Job 22:5 
apply today? (b) What has been the answer by the 
Witnesses?
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dandy that Christ did come in 1914 but invisi­
bly.’ The fact is that Jehovah’s witnesses from  
the very beginning understood that Christ’s 
second presence was to be invisible. . . . Next 
the reader is assured that ‘Jail seems to be 
the proper background for the witnesses. Their 
“Judge” Rutherford was in jail when their 
founder “Pastor” Charles Taze Russell died in 
1916,’ and that he was sent there because of 
sedition and obstructing the draft. However, 
everyone knows that the United States did not 
have any sedition or draft act in 1916. The 
facts are that Judge Rutherford was not sen­
tenced until 1918, more than a year and a half 
after Pastor Russell had died, and that this 
conviction was later reversed in court and 
acknowledged as unjust.”

23 W ith these evidences of a lying spirit 
by the shepherds of Christendom, just who 
is it that stands convicted of badness and 
error? Is it any wonder, then, that the 
crime wave of Christendom is skyrocket­
ing along with Christendom’s increases in 
church attendances?

APOSTATES URGE CONFORMITY 
AND STAR READINGS

24 Like ancient Bildad, modern religious 
leaders humanly reason that God’s holi­
ness is beyond man’s copying and attain­
ment. (Job 2 5 :4 ) They argue that the 
Job-like anointed ones should give in on 
their steadfast course of separateness and 
integrity in holiness to Jehovah. (2 Cor. 
6 :1 7 ; 7 :1 ;  1 Pet. 1 :15 , 16) Furthermore, 
Bildad of old betrays his Babylonish lean­
ings by observing human activities with 
respect to the movement of the stars. (Job 
2 5 :5 ) Today, too, the apostates seem to 
prefer star readings of Babylonish astrol­
ogy to the safe counsel of the Bible in 
their arguments against Jehovah’s wit­
nesses. Note their view of matters:
“I saw a cleric jostle a Watchtower Witness 
and exclaim, ‘Damn you . . .’ W e clamped 
them into prisons because of their views on 
military service and their stubborn refusal to

24, 25. (a) What evidence of parallels is there today 
as to conformity and resorting to star readings? 
(b) Give some points of reply made by Jehovah’s 
servants.
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submit to the draft. . . . W e lectured them 
publicly about their attitude toward the Ameri­
can flag and the American way. W e took them 
to task for their opposition to blood transfu­
sions. . . . W e preached against them and 
warned our people about them. . . .  I have done 
no horoscopy on this, but since the startling 
Witnesses are here to stay I can only hope 
that it is in the stars that they will also modify 
their incredible stand against saluting the 
American flag, cooperating with the govern­
ment and respecting other churches . . 
(Italics ours)

25 To this Babylonish plea to the stars 
for conformity Jehovah’s witnesses pub­
lished their answer in The Watchtower of 
1958, pages 83, 84. In part it said:
“The modern history of steadfastness to God’s 
truth in spite of opposition and persecution 
during years just past certainly gives no indica­
tion that the future will see an abandonment 
of Jehovah’s requirements by his people. As to 
the future course of action by Jehovah’s wit­
nesses, this is not ‘in the stars’ ; it is not to be 
seen by scanning the starry creation of Jeho­
vah. In fact, attempts to foretell events by 
the stars or anyone's trusting in claimed ‘in­
fluence’ of the stars is contrary to Jehovah’s 
Word. Not to the stars in the visible heavens, 
but to the God in the heaven of heavens do we 
look for our future.”— See Isaiah 47:1, 13.

APOSTATES AVOID USING DIVINE NAME
26 As has already been presented, reli­

gious leaders influenced by Babylonish 
ways have in all ages avoided referring to 
the true God by his warm, personal name, 
commonly used today as Jehovah. This 
was so as to Job’s three false comforters, 
it was so on the part of the Jewish sec­
tarians in Jesus’ day and it is abundantly 
so on the part of the “man of lawlessness” 
class, Christendom’s clergy, in these last 
days. Apostate leaders have Babylonishly 
pressured Bible translators to take out the 
divine name. Observe the following unfair 
attack upon Jehovah’s witnesses made by

* The Christian Century, Feb. 13, 1957; also Watch- 
tower, 1958, p. 83.
26, 27. (a) What pattern is still followed by the apos­
tates as to the use of the divine name? (b) How 
have the anointed ones been alert in defending Jeho­
vah’s name in a recent experience?
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a Presbyterian seminary professor, accus­
ing them of being inconsistent in their 
restoration of the divine name in their 
New World Translation of the Christian 
Creek Scriptures. He charged they were 
of “Arian theology” (antitrinitarian) and 
thus colored their translation in an anti­
trinitarian way when they restored Jeho­
vah in some texts where the Greek word 
kijrios (Lord) appeared without a definite 
article and not at other places.

27 Jehovah's witnesses published a three- 
page reply to this hostility.
“In view of the above we wonder why the 
faculty member of the Princeton Theological 
Seminary quoted only partially from page 9 
of the above-mentioned Foreword, but left un­
quoted to you all the above information in the 
Foreword concerning how the translators de­
termined upon the fitness of putting the divine 
name back into the Christian Scriptures. . . . 
The New World Translation is consistent, and 
it violates no general rule of action set forth 
in its Foreword when it renders the expression 
in 1 Corinthians 12:3, as well as in Philippians 
2:11, ‘Jesus is Lord/ not ‘Jesus is Jehovah/ So 
the translators are not to be charged with 
being influenced by the theology of the anti­
trinitarian Arius for doing so. . . . It is very 
easy for a trinitarian theologian of Christen­
dom to carp at a Bible translation that does 
not agree with his trinitarian doctrine. But 
when he does so by concealing the basis upon 
which the criticized translation makes its con­
sistent rendering, is he fair and scholarly?”* 
Once again a Babylonish habit of rejecting 
the Sovereign Godship of Jehovah has 
been exposed by the alert Job-like anoint­
ed ones.— Job 6 :10 .

ANGLICAN BISHOP ADMITS GOD HAS A NAME
28 An Anglican bishop admits that the 

Babylonian practice on the part of the 
clergy of avoiding the personal name of 
the Deity and taking it out of Bible trans­
lations has been wrong. He writes:
“If the Deity had no proper name, no name

* Reply to Dr. Bruce M. Metzger, a member of the 
faculty of Princeton, New Jersey, Theological Sem­
inary. See Watchtower, 1960, pp. 318-320.
28. What does an Anglican bishop admit as to God’s 
name?
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more indicative of personal character than the 
generic name God, we should have no reason 
to suspect that the Deity loves us and requires 
our love in return. I f  we were told that we 
must love God, we could do no better than 
pretend to love him. . . .  To Israel God made 
himself known as a person, by the proper name 
Jahveh. (Ex. 3:15) The name Jahveh occurs 
in the Psalms alone about 665 times. . . .  It 
has already been remarked that in the King 
James Version of 1611 and in the (English) 
Revised Version of 1885 the word Jehovah 
occurs only four times, instances in which, for 
one reason or another, it was embarrassing to 
omit the Name. But in the Revised Standard 
Version of 1952 the word Jehovah does not 
appear at all. . . .  I have never had the plea­
sure of meeting a member of the enthusiastic 
sect called Jehovah's Witnesses. . . .  It seems 
that they have a zeal for God, but not according 
to knowledge.' And I can discover some reason 
for their hatred of the Revised Standard Ver­
sion and the authors of it."t  (Italics his)
Note this bishop still mildly reproaches 
Jehovah's witnesses for having a ‘zeal 
without knowledge' even though they 
have been right in this matter of restoring 
the divine name all along.

JEHOVAH UPHOLDS HIS ANOINTED ONES
29 The exchanges just presented have 

set forth the striking parallels between the 
Job drama of old and the drama on the 
worldwide stage today revolving around 
Jehovah's witnesses. (1 Cor. 4 :9 )  In each 
case the Babylonized agents of Satan have 
had to resort to lies, half-truths, conceal­
ment of facts, slander, emotionalism, as­
trology and have argued from plain ig­
norance of the Bible. On the other hand, 
Job-like witnesses have responded with 
truth, restraint, Christian love, setting 
forth of Scripture, adhering to facts and 
reasoned from a position of a thorough and 
accurate knowledge of the Scriptures, al­
ways championing the truth of the Bible

t Bishop Dr. Walter Lowrie from the Anglican 
Theological Review, Vol. XLI, pp. 245-252, October 
1959.
29, 30. (a) Contrast what has been revealed in the 
parallel reports just considered, (b) What sympathies 
and inclinations are demonstrated on the part of the 
clergy? (c) How has Jehovah upheld his witnesses?
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and the Sovereign Godship of Jehovah. 
Now it can be appreciated why many of 
the clergy sympathetically claim to under­
stand and quote from  the arguments of 
Job’s adversaries rather than those pre­
sented by Job himself. One authority says: 
“The words of his [Job’s] friends . .  . are 
more acceptable them many of the rasher 
utterances of Job.” *

30 It has now been clearly shown that 
those of Babylonish thinking can only 
understand the sibboleth of apostasy and, 
therefore, such sectarians can never ap­
preciate the shibboleth sayings of the true 
worship of Jehovah as anciently cham­
pioned by Job, then by Jesus Christ and 
his apostles and now by Jehovah’s mod-

* The New Bible Dictionary, 1962, J. D. Douglas, 
p. 637.
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ern witnesses. Though taunted for ages by 
Satan and his Babylonized agents, the true 
God Jehovah has been vindicated by his 
true servants on earth. Jehovah himself 
has shown which side has proved to be 
right. To the modem sectarian apostates 
Jehovah says: “My anger has grown hot 
against you . . .  for you men have not spo­
ken concerning me what is truthful as has 
my servant Job.” (Job 4 2 :7 ) Happy are 
Jehovah’s anointed ones today who in 
their Job-like restoration since 1919 con­
tinue to endure Babylonish hostility di­
rected against them as they faithfully sup­
port Jehovah’s Sovereign Godship as the 
Grand King of Eternity. “Now to the 
King of Eternity, incorruptible, invisible, 
the only God, be honor and glory forever 
and ever. Am en.”— 1 Tim. 1 :1 7 .

SEeWATCHTOWER

A Family Moves to Tropical West Africa

0S THE plane taxied slowly along the run­
way at Gatwick Airport, London, and 
steadily increased speed, my wife and I 

wondered what kind of adventure we were em­
barking upon. W e were leaving behind all our 
friends and relatives and were winging our 
way toward tropical W est Africa!

W hat had made us decide to move to Africa, 
particularly as we have two small children? 
Since I had five years’ teaching experience be­
hind me, my wife and I decided that we could 
use this to the best advantage in a different 
part of the world, where the need for preach­
ers of the Kingdom good news was greater. W e  
were both in good health, with two healthy 
children, and had a teaching appointment to 
go to in Africa, which offered suitable accom­
modation and the security of a contract.

W e knew that there would be many adjust­
ments in our lives to meet the new situation, 
but as the official in London had said during 
my interview for the post, “a missionary spirit 
is needed to accept a teaching post in Africa.” 
Little did he realize that this was the most 
important reason that influenced us to take 
this step! Our primary desire was to help Afri­

can people understand more about God and his 
purposes toward all mankind.

W e arrived in Freetown, capital of Sierra 
Leone, in the middle of the rainy season. W e  
were soon to learn that it rains more in one 
day here than in several weeks in England. 
However, one soon grows accustomed to it, 
and at least it is warm rain! The rain seemed 
to make everything grow in profusion, with 
palm trees, orange trees, banana plants and 
paw-paw trees in abundance. W e were struck 
by the amount of greenery, in all its different 
shades, such a pleasant contrast to the edge of 
the Sahara Desert we had flown over previously.

There were tall, modern buildings in Free­
town, but on our journey by land-rover up- 
country to our new home we found most 
villagers living in mud-walled, thatch-roofed 
houses, some round, others square. For the 
most part they were clean dwellings. The 
town where we now live and work is 130 miles 
northeast of Freetown in more open country, 
where rice is widely grown as the main part 
of the local diet.

Perhaps the most striking thing we noticed 
was the friendliness of the local people of the
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Temne tribe. W e noticed this especially when 
we spent time helping them to understand 
more about God's Word, the Bible. They are 
very cheerful and friendly in spite of the rigor­
ous life they lead. Most hospitably provide a 
seat when we visit them in their homes. Many 
times they share what fruit they have with 
us without any thought of payment, even 
though they do not have very much of this 
world’s wealth.

There is much superstition and tradition 
among the West African people, as indeed 
there is in most other countries, only in differ­
ent forms. Thus, when visiting the local vil­
lages in our preaching work we try to point 
out the way God wants us to live our lives, 
as shown in his Word. By constantly calling 
back on those who show interest in God’s 
promises, we try to help them to worship him 
openly and in spirit and truth.

Many men and women who have come to 
believe in God have overcome great difficulties 
in order to be able to worship him in accord­
ance with his Guidebook for clean living. Most 
people openly practice polygamy, which is 
still widely accepted in W est Africa. Yet upon 
learning of the Christian standard of one 
man, one wife, many have shown their sincerity 
by keeping only their senior legal wife and 
putting the others away. Others have made 
complete breaks with superstition and tradi­
tion, again showing the firmness of their faith. 
After more than one year here, we find that 
the vast majority of Africans are God-fearing 
people who respect God’s Word the Bible, de­
lighting to hear of the promises God makes 
for perfect peace and happiness among all the 
races of mankind, here on this earth.

Looking back over the past months in 
tropical W est Africa, we realize now that most 
difficulties disappear as one grows accustomed 
to the new life. No longer do we hesitate in 
going to talk to Africans in their natural 
surroundings, as we realize more and more 
how anxious they are to be helpful, especially 
when one is able to use even just a few words 
of their native language. This makes them 
feel that someone is taking an interest in 
them.

Our fears about our health and safety are 
certainly no greater than they were in England. 
By being a little more careful over personal 
hygiene, we find we have less illness than 
before coming here! Our two small children 
are extremely healthy and seem to thrive on
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the sunshine, which is almost year-round ex­
cept during the height of the rainy season. 
Even the extremely hot temperature is bear­
able. In fact, it amazes us how the human body 
can adapt itself so well and in so short a time.

Our children have plenty of space in which 
to run around and have had a much wider 
variety of pets than they could possibly have 
had in England. Some of the animals we have 
had during the past year include a baby deer, 
three monkeys, chickens and ducks, a dog, 
rabbits, a goat and even a small iguana-like 
creature, which fortunately left us before it 
had a chance to grow too big!

Perhaps one of the greatest difficulties in 
moving to a far-off country is leaving former 
friends and relatives. W e have overcome this 
to some extent by the use of tape-recorded 
messages. Also, we have learned how to de­
velop and print our own films, which help to 
provide a visible account of Africa and its 
peoples to our friends in England.

There is a minority group of white people 
here, but one has to be careful not to allow 
these associations to encroach on one’s time 
for preaching God’s Word, attending congre­
gation meetings, conducting home Bible studies 
and making return visits to persons who show 
an interest in the Bible’s message. W e are in 
Africa to give a helping hand to those thirsting 
for knowledge, particularly the knowledge of 
God found in his Word, the Bible. And working 
with our loving fellow African Witnesses, at­
tending the same congregational meetings and 
Bible assemblies and studying with them helps 
us to lead a very full and enjoyable life, offset­
ting any feeling of loneliness.

In conclusion, one might ask if there is any 
advice we could pass on to others contemplat­
ing a move to another country such as we have 
made. A  vital thing for anyone with family 
responsibilities would be to obtain employment 
first, preferably covered by a sound contract. 
One should be reasonably healthy and ready 
to adapt oneself to meet the challenge that a 
country like Africa brings to those not raised 
there. One should be prepared to forego some 
of the luxuries of this modem world. But in 
doing so he will gain the inner satisfaction of 
doing a worthwhile work, and along with it, 
too, the realization that there is more happiness 
in giving than in receiving. That is what we 
have found in tropical W est Africa.— Contrib­
uted.



CHrit ition
Hi S YOU young "   

O t L f o l k s  w e l l  
know, you are often confronted with situa­
tions that call on you to make decisions. 
Some of you have also observed that, if 
the decisions are wise, the outcome will 
usually be good. On the other hand, if the 
thinking that underlies the decisions is 
not sound, a person m ay mar his entire 
life. Now, where can you get the help that 
is so badly needed to meet in a successful 
way the challenging situations in your 
life? Parents, what can you do to help? 
Lovingly, Jehovah has outlined in the Bi­
ble provisions that will protect and last­
ingly benefit each one of us.

Even though you may have read it be­
fore, consider the wise admonition found 
at Proverbs 6 :20 -22 , remembering that it 
may well be the solution to the problems 
you face: “Observe, O m y son, the com­
mandment of your father, and do not for­
sake the law of your mother. Tie them 
upon your heart constantly; bind them 
upon your throat. When you walk about, 
it will lead you; when you lie down, it 
will stand guard over you; and when you 
have waked up, it itself will make you its 
concern.”

So, God has not left you young folks on 
your own, to find out by trial and error 
what life is all about. W isely he arranged 
for you to come into the world in the 
protective shelter of a fam ily arrangement. 
Your parents, who have already faced 
many of the problems with which you will 
be confronted, are there to give you guid­
ance. If you do as the Bible says, keeping

P P P 1 close to your heart
the counsel of your 

parents and obeying their instructions, 
this will guide you in coping successfully 
with the problems of life. Particularly is 
that so if your parents are devoted to 
Jehovah God.

In thus showing deep respect for your 
earthly parents you lay the foundation for 
a proper relationship with our heavenly 
Father Jehovah God and his motherly or­
ganization. If you are obedient to your 
human parents, “this is well-pleasing in 
the Lord” because it is in harmony with 
his will.— Col. 3 :20 .

You parents, also desiring to be well­
pleasing to the Lord, do well to make it 
a point, not only to pass on to your chil­
dren your own observations on life, but 
also to inculcate in them an accurate 
knowledge of God’s W ord and a deep ap­
preciation of it. Particularly do you fa­
thers bear the primary responsibility in 
this matter, because you are the ones des­
ignated by God’s W ord as head of the 
house. Ephesians 6 :4  pointedly states: 
“You, fathers, do not be irritating your 
children, but go on bringing them up in 
the discipline and authoritative advice of 
Jehovah.”

This takes time and effort on your part, 
in cooperation with your wife. It requires 
regular discussion of God’s W ord in the 
home and patient repetition to be sure 
that points are remembered. (Deut. 6 : 
4-7) It calls for you as a father to help 
your children to understand just what the 
Bible means when it says to “flee from
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the desires incidental to youth,” and why 
it says that, “if anyone loves the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him.”  
(2 Tim. 2 :22 ; 1 John 2 :15) Yes, you need 
to help each member of the fam ily to see 
how to apply Bible principles to the spe­
cific situations in life with which he is con­
fronted. Where this is done, the result is 
a strong family unit, one that is pleasing 
to Jehovah. On the other hand, where the 
father fails to shoulder his responsibility, 
problems multiply.

Do you not agree that it is also pleasing 
to the Lord for your fam ily to attend and 
participate in the meetings of the local 
congregation of Jehovah’s witnesses and to 
share in its program of field service, not 
just occasionally, but on a regular basis? 
Possibly this has already strengthened 
your family spiritually and drawn them  
together. A s you have seen, it helps to 
keep each one aware of his responsibilities 
to God, to members of the fam ily group 
and to others of his fellowmen. By avail­
ing yourselves of these provisions for spiri­
tual upbuilding you facilitate the flow of 
God’s spirit in your household and, all to­
gether, are thus enabled to manifest the 
pleasant fruitage of that spirit. In this 
way, too, your fam ily is fortified against 
succumbing to the works of the flesh, with 
the resultant loss of Jehovah’s approval. 
— Gal. 5 :19 -24 ; Rom. 8 :8 .

WHO MAKES THE DECISIONS?
You young people who have been raised 

in harmony with such a fine Christian 
pattern of life are thus protected against 
being unwittingly enticed by others into 
immoral and delinquent conduct. Having 
been taught the Scriptural principle of 
headship, you know that, as long as you 
are a minor, your father has the final say 
on what you may do and what you may 
not do. (Prov. 4 :1 )  When problems arise, 
you know that you should turn to him for
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advice and then act in harmony with the 
counsel given. It may be that children in 
other families are permitted by their par­
ents to do certain things that you are not, 
and you probably know youngsters who 
use this to try to change their own par­
ents’ minds. But it shows a wholesome 
Christian outlook on your part if, instead, 
you willingly submit to the decisions of 
your parents, appreciating that this is 
God’s arrangement for your good.

Of course, in those homes where the 
wife is a dedicated Christian and the hus­
band is not, the situation becomes more 
complex. But the Bible principle still ap­
plies, that the husband and father is head 
of the house and the primary responsi­
bility for the children lies with him. (Col. 
3:18 ; 1 Pet. 3 :1) Children in such a home 
should not ignore their father’s wishes; 
while they are minors, they are under his 
jurisdiction. A t the same time, they do 
well to copy their mother’s example of 
godly devotion, going with her to the 
meetings of the Christian congregation 
and building up strong faith in Jehovah 
God and his righteous ways. Even in 
those cases where the father may not per­
mit them to go to these meetings, young 
folks who desire to please Jehovah can 
listen attentively when their mother talks 
to them at home and can inquire of her as 
to Bible principles that ought to govern 
their desires and their conduct.— Acts 16: 
1 ,2 .

WHEN PROBLEMS ARISE
Raising children in this modern-day 

world, filled as it is with influences toward 
unrighteousness, parents need to keep in 
constant touch with the activities of their 
children to guide them in the right way. 
But what if one of your children, in spite 
of your efforts to guide him aright, got 
into bad company and shared in doing
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things that just do not befit a Christian? 
W hat should be done about it?

Since he is a minor, the best thing for 
him to do is to talk to you as his parents 
and tell you exactly what happened. Do 
your children feel that closeness to you, 
so that they readily come to you and dis­
cuss problems when they arise? Probably, 
if he had listened to your advice in the first 
place, he would not 
have gotten into the 
difficulty. But some 
young people have to 
get a severe jolt be­
fore they appreciate 
th a t  th eir  parents  
are really trying to 
help and protect them, and that they are 
not just trying to keep them from having 
a good time.

If, on hearing what happened, you as 
parents feel that steps ought to be taken 
to make amends for what your child did, 
then it is up to you to supervise the mat­
ter to see that it is done. If you feel that 
apologies are in order or that restitution 
for damage should be made, then it is your 
responsibility to see that it is done. It is 
your job as parents to handle the situation, 
and if you feel that certain firm restric­
tions need to be put on the child to pre­
vent a reoccurrence of the situation, that 
is something for you to work out.— Heb. 
12:9.

It is not the responsibility of the mature 
brothers making up the committee in the 
local congregation of Jehovah’s witnesses 
to take over the raising of the children 
and to reprimand and correct them if they 
get into difficulty, and that is true even if 
those children are dedicated and baptized 
members of the congregation. The respon­
sibility rests with the parents, particularly 
the father. If the child’s conduct put the
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congregation of Jehovah’s people in a bad 
light, then the parents should tell the con­
gregation committee what they have done 
to handle the situation. But as long as they 
are shouldering that responsibility, the 
committee is not to step in and try to do 
the job. However, if parents let their dedi­
cated children run wild and engage in 
loose conduct and do little or nothing to 

keep them in check, 
th e con g re ga tion  
com m ittee m ay in­
quire into the situa­
tion. P rin cipally ,  
how ever, they w ill 
endeavor to do this 
through the parents, 

since they are the ones responsible for the 
children. Yet, if the parents continue to 
fail to take firm hold of the situation, even 
after loving counsel has been offered to 
them, then the congregation committee 
may take what steps are needed in connec­
tion with the children to keep the congre­
gation clean. Similarly, if a dedicated and 
baptized minor persists in serious wrong­
doing, refusing to submit to probation im­
posed by his parents, the congregation will 
take action to disfellowship the persistent­
ly sinning youth.

But that spiritually disastrous situation 
need never arise. The principles of the B i­
ble and the efforts of the congregation are 
directed, not toward congregation inter­
vention in fam ily affairs, but toward the 
strengthening of family ties. If you are a 
father, why not organize the affairs of 
your household now to give the needed 
attention to the spiritual welfare of each 
member of the family, so they will be 
strong in faith and conduct themselves in 
a way that will glorify God? If you are 
a young person, why not make it a habit 
to keep your parents informed on the
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things you do, seek their counsel and then 
obey it, not just when it pleases you, but 
all the time, because this is “well-pleasing 
in the Lord” ? In this way youths, their

•  Revelation 19:7 mentions rejoicing “because 
the marriage of the Lamb has arrived and 
his wife has prepared herself.” What is this 
marriage and when does it take place?— T. H., 
U.S.A.

The Lamb is Jesus Christ and “his wife” is 
made up of the 144,000 anointed followers 
of Christ who become his Bride. (John 1:36; 
3:28, 29; Rev. 14:1-5; 21:2, 9-14) These, who 
include Jesus' faithful apostles, share in his 
sufferings, submit to a death like his and have 
a similar resurrection, one to spirit life in 
heaven.— Phil. 3:8-11; Rom. 6 :5 ; Eph. 5:25-27.

The faithful apostles and other early Chris­
tians were the first members of the Bride to 
be selected. Only a remnant, the final number 
of this class, remain on earth today. For cen­
turies members of Christ's Bride class have 
been traveling to meet their heavenly Bride­
groom, just as Rebekah journeyed a great dis­
tance to become Isaac's wife. (Gen. 24:59-67) 
Happily, though, for the vast majority of the 
Bride class that journey has ended. But when?

The marriage of the Lamb began to be con­
summated in 1918 C.E. At that time Jesus 
Christ accompanied Jehovah God to His 
spiritual temple. (Mai. 3 :1) Anointed followers 
of Christ who had been sleeping in death were 
then resurrected to heavenly life. (1 Thess. 
4:15, 16) However, the Lamb's marriage is 
still in progress, inasmuch as there are still 
prospective members of the Bride of Christ 
on earth. They must yet prove faithful until 
death in order to receive the crown of life and 
become united with Jesus Christ in heaven. 
When these die in faithfulness, they are im­

parents and the Christian congregation 
will be maintaining a high standard of 
conduct that will move others, too, to 
glorify God.— 1 Pet. 2 :12 .

mediately resurrected as spirit creatures. 
—Rev. 2 :10 ; 14:13; 1 Cor. 15:51-53.

The order of events foretold in the book of 
Revelation, chapters 18 and 19, indicates that 
Babylon the Great, the world empire of false 
religion, must suffer destruction before the 
Lamb’s marriage in heaven is fully consum­
mated. At Revelation 19:1-5 Jehovah is praised 
for executing judgment on this “great harlot.” 
Then the apostle John was inspired to write: 
“And I heard what was as a voice of a great 
crowd and as a sound of many waters and as 
a sound of heavy thunders. They said: ‘Praise 
Jah, you people, because Jehovah our God, the 
Almighty, has begun to rule as king. Let us 
rejoice and be overjoyed, and let us give him 
the glory, because the marriage of the Lamb 
has arrived and his wife has prepared herself. 
Yes, it has been granted to her to be arrayed 
in bright, clean, fine linen, for the fine linen 
stands for the righteous acts of the holy ones.' 
And he tells me: ‘W rite: Happy are those in­
vited to the evening meal of the Lamb's mar­
riage ."’— Rev. 19:6-9.

Though Jehovah certainly took power and 
began to rule when the Messianic kingdom 
was established in heaven in 1914 C.E., the 
destruction of Babylon the Great marks a 
new epoch in God's rule. Revelation 19:6, re­
garding Jehovah's beginning to rule as king, 
appears to be associated with the destruction 
of the world empire of false religion, which will 
occur in this very generation. Only after this 
notable event will the marriage of the Lamb 
come to completion. (See “Babylon the Great 
Has Fallen!” God’s Kingdom Rules!, published 
by the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, 
pages 616-622.) Yet, not immediately thereafter 
will the Lamb's marriage be completed. The 
war of Armageddon, wherein Christ serves as 
God's Chief Executioner of the wicked, follows 
Greater Babylon's destruction. (Rev. 16:14, 16; 
19:11-21) After Armageddon Satan and his
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wicked angels will be abyssed. (Rev. 20:1-3) 
Some time after that the marriage feast with 
the complete Bride will take place.

The Scriptures tend to show that a rem­
nant of the Bride class will live for a time 
here on earth after the end of this system 
of things and the abyssing of Satan and the 
other demons. For example, Noah's wife, who 
pictured the anointed remnant, survived the 
Flood. Also, as Elisha lived through the de­
structive work of Jehu of old, so too some of 
the anointed Elisha class of today will evi­
dently survive the destructive activity of the

Greater Jehu, Jesus Christ. These Biblical 
pictures indicate that some members of the 
Bride of Christ will live for a time here on 
earth during the early part of Christ's 
thousand-year reign.

Consequently, the feast or evening meal of 
the Lamb's marriage will remain in progress 
until the very last member of the Bride class 
dies in faithfulness and is united with Jesus 
Christ in heaven. How long the marriage feast 
will continue in heaven after the binding and 
abyssing of Satan and his wicked angels is 
unknown to the Bridal remnant today.

The Bible—"Real People and Real Events"
♦  In reference to archaeological projects at Shechem and other cities mentioned 
in the Bible, Dr. G. Ernest Wright, archaeologist and curator of the Harvard 
University Semitic Museum, said: “W e are not looking for monuments or treasure. 
In what archeologists of the past might have considered rubble, we are assembling 
the true facts of our past— the day-to-day life as it was lived five thousand years 
ago. And it is exciting and rewarding to find that the Bible is not merely a testa­
ment of faith, but a testament that arose in relation to real people and real events 
in the country that is the bridge between Asia and Africa."—Popular Mechanics, 
April 1964, page 230.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FIELD MINISTRY

God's truth, as set forth in the Bible, cannot 
be compromised, even though it may be un­
popular, plaguing those who try to ignore God. 
Moved by love for God and for those who seek 
righteousness, Jehovah's witnesses will con­
tinue to speak the truth boldly during Septem­
ber. As they do so they will offer to conduct 
a free home Bible study, on a regular basis, 
with any persons showing interest and they 
will leave helpful Bible literature, on a small 
contribution, with those who desire it.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
October 9: Jehovah's Witnesses Endure for

His Sovereign Godship, fil-16. Page 553. 
Songs to be sung: 13, 42.

October 16: Jehovah's Witnesses Endure for
His Sovereign Godship, H17-25, and Jehovah 
Taunted by Babylonish Hostility Against 
Anointed Witnesses, 111-10. Page 558. Songs 
to be sung: 17, 29.

October 23: Jehovah Taunted by Babylonish
Hostility Against Anointed Witnesses, flll- 
30. Page 564. Songs to be sung: 57, 12.


