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THE PURPOSE OF "THE WATCHTOWER?”

Every watchtower has its purpose. It serves as an elevated place for a
wide-awake person with sharp vision. It enables him to see far ahead into
the distance and tell those below for whom he is a watchman what is
drawing near, whether it is a danger against which to prepare or it is
something good over which to be glad with strong faith and hope.

Because of having the name "The Watchtower” this magazine justly
has to render a similar useful service to the people of all nations. This is
an international magazine and makes no racial distinctions, for we are all
facing a common world danger; we are all hoping for a common good.

Ever since "The Watchtower” began to be published in July of 1079 it
has looked ahead into the future, always striving to aid its readers to ad-
vance in knowledge and to gain a clearer picture of the glorious new order
of things that is in store for righteous mankind. No, "The Watchtower”
is no inspired prophet, but it follows and explains a Book of prophecy the
predictions in which have proved to be unerring and unfailing till now.
"The Watchtower” is therefore under safe guidance. It may be read with
confidence, for its statements may be checked against that prophetic Book.

Among the many nations of today there are hundreds of differing
religions. Which one does this magazine present? Not the confused religions
of Christendom, but the religion of the oldest sacred Book on earth. Which
Book? The Sacred Bible of the Holy Scriptures, written by inspiration in
the name of the Creator of heaven and earth, the only living and true God.

The sacred, nonpolitical purpose of "The Watchtower” is accordingly
to encourage and promote study of the Holy Bible and to give our many
readers the needed unsectarian help to understand that Book of true
religion and infallible prophecy. Thus this magazine will be helping them
to prove worthy of perfect life and happiness in God’s promised new order
under His everlasting kingdom of righteousness.
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nt ROUND the world today the cry is for
more and still more freedom: freedom of
thought, of speech and of action. In schools and
universities the human philosophies expounded
during the past fifty years are reaping a harvest
of atheistic thinkers. And the effects of all this
emphasis on individual self-determination are to
be noted in the loud demands for independence
by all kinds of splinter groups, social and political.
Discipline and respect for authority are dwin-
dling. Discontent is rife. Peace has been taken
from the earth.

Having permitted youth to be indoctrinated
with the idea that human thinking should not be
restricted by a belief in a Supreme God, govern-
ing authorities are now faced with a rebel gen-
eration that is challenging social and moral prin-
ciples and that insists on deciding for itself as
between right and wrong. Young men and women,
teen-agers, who frequently have no more than a
superficial knowledge of the issues involved, join
in strikes and protest marches as though they
had fully examined all the facts and reached a
mature decision. Open rebellion against adult rule
is, in fact, very evident in our times.

How very different all this from the teaching
of the Bible and the words of Jesus Christ! True,
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Jesus did declare: “You will know
the truth, and the truth will set
you free.” (John 8:32) But free
from what and for what? Surely it
must be clear that he was not en-
couraging people to become a law
unto themselves! He would free
them from the dogmas and super-
stitions of false religious leaders,
but at the same time he invited:
“Take my yoke upon you and be-
come my disciples.” (Matt. 11:29)
Those who came to him must come
under his discipline, must listen
and obey. Failure to yield such
submission to the One sent by God
would be prime evidence that the
minds of such ones were still in
captivity to the evil influence re-
ferred to by the apostle Paul: “The
god of this system of things has
blinded the minds of the unbeliev-
ers, that the illumination of the
glorious good news about the
Christ might not shine
through.”—2 Cor. 4:4.

Make no mistake. Those who in-
sist on exercising unfettered men-
tal freedom sooner or later find
themselves in opposition to God
and his Word, the Bible. They
idolatrously put the human intel-
lect ahead of the great Creator,
and so, because ‘they render sa-
cred service to the creation rather



324

than the One who created,” God ‘gives
them up to a disapproved mental state, to
do the things not fitting.” (Rom. 1:25, 28)
Pride blinds them to the fact that imper-
fect humans today have to choose between
two masters. They must be slaves either to
righteousness or to sin.—Romans, chap. 6.

The apostle Paul even foretold today’s
multiplying evidences of enslavement to
sin, for he wrote: “In the last days criti-
cal times hard to deal with will be here.
For men will be lovers of themselves, lov-
ers of money,... blasphemers, disobedient
to parents,... not open to any agreement,
slanderers, without self-control, fierce,
without love of goodness, betrayers, head-
strong, puffed up with pride, lovers of
pleasures rather than lovers of God.”
(2 Tim. 3:1-5) Thus multitudes have tak-
en leave of “their proper senses” and have
been caught in “the snare of the Devil,”
who employs them in his evil purposes.
—2 Tim. 2:26.

True Christians, on the other hand,
have been liberated by accurate knowl-
edge of the Bible, and, not content with
enjoying such freedom from erroneous
thinking only for themselves, they engage
in a spiritual warfare to liberate other
captive minds, to combat ideas that have
been raised up against the knowledge of
God. The apostle Paul describes this war-
fare, declaring: “Though we walk in the
flesh, we do not wage warfare according
to what we are in the flesh. For the weap-
ons of our warfare are not fleshly, but
powerful by God for overturning strongly
entrenched things. For we are overturning
reasonings and every lofty thing raised up
against the knowledge of God; and we are
bringing every thought into captivity to
make it obedient to the Christ.”—2 Cor.
10:3-5.

It seems that some in association with
the early Corinthian congregation were
disregarding Paul's authority, looking at
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him according to what he appeared to be
in the flesh, and neglecting to take into ac-
count his special commission from Christ.
Today, too, there are those who, by their
independent thinking, question Christ's
ability to have and use on the earth a
specially appointed governing body of im-
perfect humans, to whom he has entrusted
all the Kingdom interests or “belongings”
on earth. (Matt. 24:45-47) When such in-
dependent thinkers receive counsel and di-
rection based on the Bible, they incline to
the thought, ‘This is only from fleshly
men, so it is up to me to decide whether
to accept it or not.’

On this very subject, E. A. Dunlap,
Registrar of the Watchtower Bible School
of Gilead, speaking to a class of mission-
ary students, recently inquired: “Do you
look at it that way?” Then he continued:
“If you do, then you are being infected by
that spirit of independence with which Sa-
tan is infecting the whole world. So, to over-
come this attitude, the thing to do, as the
apostle Paul intimates, is to think, ‘Now,
am | “bringing every thought into captivi-
ty to make it obedient to the Christ”?"”

If this proper course is followed, the
Christian will refuse to entertain any
thoughts that fail to harmonize with the
truth he has learned from the teaching of
Christ. He will keenly appreciate as ap-
plying to himself the reminder by the
apostle Paul: “You do not belong to your-
selves, for you were bought with a price.
By all means, glorify God in the body of
you people.” (1 Cor. 6:19, 20) Again, he
will have in mind the earnest exhortation
by the apostle Peter: “Be as free people,
and yet holding your freedom, not as a
blind for moral badness, but as slaves of
God.” (1 Pet. 2:16) Selfish insistence upon
intellectual freedom leads one into slavery
to sin. Being in captivity to the Christ
means peace with God, safety and wise
direction for our lives.
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O ut!

These are urgent times!

What should you do about them?

IME is running out! Run-
T ning out for what? Run-
ning out for the present generation, for
the present wicked system of things, for
the way things are being done today. In
other words, time is running out for the
rule of this planet by selfishness, wicked-
ness, injustice and violence. Why can we
be certain of this?

We can be certain of it because the Cre-
ator, Jehovah God, is a just, wise and lov-
ing God. Although he has seen fit to toler-
ate these unrighteous conditions for more
them 4,000 years, he will not always toler-
ate them, for “there is an appointed time,
even a time for every affair under the
heavens.” There is a time for him to toler-
ate such conditions and a time for him to
put an end to them, and that time will be
soon, even as we read: “Just a little while
longer, and the wicked one will be no
more.”—Eccl. 3:1; Ps. 37:10.

What will that mean? It will mean a
cataclysm as destructive as the global
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flood of Noah’s day, concerning which the
apostle Peter wrote: “By the same word
the heavens and the earth that are now
are stored up for fire and are being re-
served to the day of judgment and of de-
struction of the ungodly men.” That will
mean the end of the world empire of false
religion, known as “Babylon the great” in
the Scriptures, and the end of all its sup-
porters. It will mean the end of national
entities with their militarism and corrupt
politics and the end of ruthless and greedy
commercialism. Will there be any human
survivors? Yes, but comparatively few,
even as was the case in Noah's day.
—2 Pet. 3:6, 7; Rev. 18:2.

But perhaps someone will object,
saying, Those words about a little
while and then the wicked being no
more were written about three thou-
sand years ago, so how do we know
that the end of this wicked system of
things is at hand? We can be certain
of this because of the fulfillment of
certain Bible prophecies; for example,

the prophecy by Jesus Christ concerning
the end of this very system of things.

LAST GENERATION
FOR THIS SYSTEM OF THINGS

Yes, Jesus Christ, in replying to ques-
tions as to when he would return and when
this present system of things would end,
told that this very generation would be
the last under this present system of
things. In this prophecy he foretold the
outbreak of world wars. He also told of
famines, of earthquakes, of the increase of
lawlessness and the preaching of the good
news of God's established kingdom, all of
which have taken place on an unprecedent-
ed scale only since 1914, clearly marking
that year as the beginning of the fulfill-
ment of his words. He further said that
“this generation will by no means pass
away until all these things happen.”
—Mark 13:30; Matt. 24:7-14.
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To what generation was Jesus refer-
ring? Not to the one living in his day but,
rather, to the one that would experience
the things he foretold, which, we have
seen, began in 1914. They will come to a
climax, Jesus tells us, in the “great tribu-
lation such as has not occurred since the
world’'s beginning until now, no, nor will
occur again.”—Matt. 24:21.

True, fifty-two years have flown by
since these things began to occur and be-
cause of this some have allowed them-
selves to be complacently lulled to sleep,
feeling that the time is yet many years
away. But the passing of the years has
not made the foretold destruction of this
wicked system of things more remote; it
has brought it closer, much closer. Ac-
cording to Jesus’ words, at least a rep-
resentative number, and perhaps many, of
the generation living when his great
prophecy began to be fulfilled in 1914 will
see “all these things happen,” including
the destruction of false religion and the
political systems of this world, with all
their friends and supporters.—Jas. 4:4;
Dan. 2:44.

URGENCY AN ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY

The fact is that Christianity from its
very start was an urgent religion; there
was nothing complacent about it. Jesus
felt an urgency about his commission. He
knew that his time to get his work done
was limited: “We must work the works of
him that sent me while it is day; the night
is coming when no man can work.”—John
9:4.

In his great prophecy concerning our
own day he forcefully illustrated this, say-
ing: “It is like a man traveling abroad
that left his house and gave the authority
to his slaves, to each one his work, and
commanded the doorkeeper to keep on the
watch. Therefore keep on the watch, for
you do not know when the master of the
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house is coming, whether late in the day
or at midnight or at cock-crowing or early
in the morning; in order that when he ar-
rives suddenly, he does not find you sleep-
ing. But what | say to you | say to all,
Keep on the watch.”—Mark 13:33-37.

That Christians were to be ever on the
watch, alert, with a sense of urgency, with
expectancy, can be seen from the writings
of Jesus’ apostles. Note the words of Paul:
“You people know the season, that it is
already the hour for you to awake from
sleep, for now our salvation is nearer than
at the time when we became believers. The
night is well along; the day has drawn
near. Let us therefore put off the works
belonging to darkness and let us put on
the weapons of the light.”—Rom. 13:11,
12.

The apostle Paul made a similar refer-
ence in his counsel on singleness and mar-
riage: “The time left is reduced. Hence-
forth let those who have wives be as
though they had none, . . . for the scene
of this world is changing.” And so also
in counseling Christians not to forsake the
gathering of themselves together as some
have the custom, but to encourage one
another, he adds, “and all the more so as
you behold the day drawing near.”—1 Cor.
7:29, 31; Heb. 10:24, 25.

No question about it: If Christians were
ever to be in a state of urgency, expec-
tancy, if they were ever to be watchful,
awake and alert, which the above scrip-
tures show that they were, then they
should today feel an even greater urgency
in view of where we are on the stream
of time, as seen from the fulfillment of
Bible prophecies.

LIKE THE DAYS OF NOAH AND OF LOT
Helping us to appreciate this added ur-
gency and that time is running out for
this generation Ere the words of Jesus
likening our times to the days of Noah:
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“For as they were in those days before the
flood, eating and drinking, men marrying
and women being given in marriage, until
the day that Noah entered into the ark;
and they took no note until the flood came
and swept them all away, so the presence
of the Son of man will be.” Not that there
was or is anything wrong with marrying
and building houses,
but the point Jesus
was making was
that people were and
would be so absorbed
in these things that
they take no note of
the times in which
they are living until it is too latel—Matt.
24:38, 39.

Jesus also likened our urgent days in
which time is running out to those of Lot,
the nephew of the patriarch Abraham.
When the time came for Jehovah God
to destroy the wicked cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah, he sent his angels to hurry
Lot and his family out of them: “When
the dawn ascended, then the angels be-
came urgent with Lot, saying: ‘Get up!
Take your wife and your two daughters
who are found here, for fear you may be
swept away in the error of the city!”
When Lot lingered, they took him and his
family by the hand and hurried them out,
saying further: “Escape for your soul!
Do not look behind you and do not stand
still in all the District! Escape to the
mountainous region for fear you may be
swept away!” And remember, Jesus said
that the present time would be as the days
of Lot, just that urgent'—Gen. 19:15-17;
Luke 17:28-30.

Further underscoring the need for ur-
gency in these times are Jesus’ commands
to Christians living today: “Let the mem
on the housetop not come down to take
the goods out of his house; and let the
man in the field not return to the house
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to pick up his outer garment. . . . Keep
praying that your flight may not occur
in wintertime, nor on the sabbath day.”
(Matt. 24:16-20) How forcefully these il-
lustrations likewise emphasize the urgency
of our times! We are living in times as
urgent as those of Noah and of Lot.

Do not be like the two prospective sons-
in-law of Lot. When
Lot was told about
the coming destruc-
tion of the cities of
the plain he went to
his sons-in-law and
urged them: “Get
up! Get out of this
place, because Jehovah is bringing the city
to ruin!” However, “in the eyes of his
sons-in-law [Lot] seemed like a man who
was joking,” and so they perished with
the rest of the wicked inhabitants of Sod-
om and Gomorrah.—Gen. 19:12-14.

Yes, let those who will, ridicule the
urgency of our times, even as did the sons-
in-law of Lot. Their ridicule does not
prove that they are right but, rather,
proves that they are mistaken, for even
such ridicule was foretold to occur in our
day: “In the last days there will come
ridiculers with their ridicule, proceeding
according to their own desires and say-
ing: ‘Where is this promised presence of
his? Why, from the day our forefathers
fell asleep in death, all things are con-
tinuing exactly as from creation’s begin-
ning.’” But all things have not always
gone “exactly” the same since the begin-
ning of creation, even as we have just
seen.—2 Pet. 3:3-7.

GUARD AGAINST COMPLACENCY
Clearly, today is no time for compla-
cency, but a time to be watchful, alert,
and to that end practicing self-discipline,
even as Jesus further said in warning
about our day: “But pay attention to
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yourselves that your hearts never become
weighed down with overeating and heavy
drinking and anxieties of life, and sud-
denly that day be instantly upon you as
a snare. For it will come in upon all those
dwelling upon the face of all the earth.
Keep awake, then, all the time making
supplication that you may succeed in es-
caping all these tilings that are destined
to occur, and in standing before the Son
of man.”—Luke 21:34-36.

How timely are these words of Jesus
in view of the material prosperity of the
Western world! With it does indeed come
the temptation to indulge in overeating
and heavy drinking and worries about
money. Some may be inclined to devote
much time to acquiring material posses-
sions, as if the present system of things
were going to be here for many years to
come. But Jesus warned against being
overly concerned with material things:
“Guard against every sort of covetousness,
because even when a person has an abun-
dance his life does not result from the
things he possesses.” “For the soul [life]
is worth more than food and the body
than clothing.” These words have more
force today than ever before because of
our living so close to the end of this system
of things. More than ever it is sheer folly
to go against Jesus’ wordsl—Luke 12:
15, 23; Matt. 6:19-21.

Truly more than ever before it is the
course of wisdom to ‘keep on seeking first
the kingdom and God'’s righteousness, and
to ‘keep strict watch that how you walk
is not as unwise but as a wise person,
buying out the opportune time for your-
self because the days are wicked, at the
same time always seeking to perceive what
the will of God is.” Buy out the time by
taking it from things that are dispensable
and use it for such all-important things
as studying God's Word and associating
with other Christians, and then in all
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things act in harmony with what you
learn to be God's will—Matt. 6:33; Eph.
5:15-17.

The fact that time is running out for
this generation and its system of things
should make Christians beware of letting
their roots grow too deeply in it. Even
as the wise man eats to live and does not
live to eat, so Christians should view
everything of a material nature as being
a means to an end and not the end itself.
That will include their choice of secular
work, the kind of house they live in, the
kind of clothes they wear, the kind of
food they eat, the kind of literature they
read, the kind of television programs they
watch as well as how much time they
spend watching television. As the apostle
Paul put it: “Those making use of the
world as those not using it to the full,
for the scene of this world is changing.”
Yes, the present system of things is soon
coming to its end!—1 Cor. 7:31.

God’'s Word tells us of a time when
there will be ‘a new heavens and a new
earth in which righteousness will dwell’
It will be a time when God will ‘wipe out
every tear from the eyes of men, when
death will be no more, neither sorrow nor
crying, neither sickness nor death.” It will
be an order of things without violence,
injustice, wickedness and oppression. Pov-
erty will be no more, but ‘men will build
houses and have the occupancy of them,
they will plant vineyards and eat the fruits
of them.” And what is more, they will be
preparing for and welcoming back from
the graves thousands of millions that have
died since the days of Abel, the first mar-
tyred faithful servant of God Jehovah. All
earth will become a paradise—2 Pet. 3:
13; Rev. 21:4; lIsa. 65:21; Rev. 20:13.

That is a new order worth hoping for,
waiting for, working for and now being
urgent about—especially since time is in-
deed running out!



UT on the Palestin-
O ian hills, far from
any dwellings, a shep-
herd can feel close to
Jehovah, the great Cre-
ator. He has time to
meditate and to examine
visually the creations of
that almighty One. At
night when he lies under
a star-studded sky, he
can marvel at the Cre-
ator's wisdom and pow-
er in making the beauti-
ful heavens. In comparison
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also proceeded to make
him a little less than
godlike ones, and with
glory and splendor you
then crowned him. You
make him dominate over
the works of your hands;
everything you have put
under his feet: small
cattle and oxen, all of
them, and also the beasts
of the open field, the
birds of heaven and the
fish of the sea, any-
thing passing through the paths

H

them he is so small and in- IS YOUR of the seas. O Jehovah our
significant that he has reason stronghold: Lord, how majestic your name
to rejoice that their Maker is —N«h. 8:10. is in all the earth!”—Ps. 8:3-9.

aware of him and is interested

in him. King David of Judah

had this experience when, as a shepherd
boy, he spent many nights out in the open
fields caring for his father’s sheep.

2 David was a man of keen percepti
with a genuine love for his God, Jehovah.
As might be expected, he was deeply im-
pressed by Jehovah's creations, especially
the starry heavens, the beauty of which
he had enjoyed so much as a shepherd
boy. Expressing his feelings, he said:
“When | see your heavens, the works of
your fingers, the moon and the stars that
you have prepared, what is mortal man
that you keep him in mind, and the son
of earthling man that you take care of
him?” Then speaking of man'’s position as
being lower than the angels, he said: “You

1, 2. What e

scr)ecially impressed David while he was a
shepherd, an

how did he later express his feelings?

3At the time Jehovah God

created man he gave him do-

minion over all the other creatures of
the earth, saying to him: “Have in sub-
jection the fish of the sea and the flying
on¢reatures of the heavens and the domestic
animals and all the earth and every mov-
ing animal that is moving upon the earth.”
(Gen. 1:26) This was a God-given duty
to man, which he has not properly exer-
cised in his imperfect state. David's in-
spired expression regarding man’s position
has special significance because it pro-
phetically pointed to the One who became
the perfect man, Jesus Christ. This One
was made lower than godlike ones, or
angels, by giving up spirit life to become
a man. Being a perfect man, he could

3. (a? Explain how man gained dominion over other
earthly creatures, (b) What man since Adam_ was able
to exercise this dominion properly, and how did David's
statement point to him?
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properly dominate the earthly works of
God's hands. Due to his faithful service
to God, he was crowned with honor and
glory. (Heb. 2:9) David did not foresee
this prophetic significance of what he
wrote, but he did see how man had been
blessed by God. So for the prominent posi-
tion that God gave man on the earth and
for the marvelous things of creation that
man can gaze at in wonderment, David
gave glory to Jehovah, saying: “How ma-
jestic your name is in all the earth!”
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must not walk after other gods, any gods
of the peoples who are all around you,
(for Jehovah your God in your midst is
a God exacting exclusive devotion,) for
fear the anger of Jehovah your God may
blaze against you and he must annihilate
you from off the surface of the ground.”
(Deut. 6:13-15) If they were to walk after
other gods by worshiping them, they
would be serving those gods. Repeatedly
they were warned not to do this: “You
must not serve their gods, because that

4  David showed his appreciation for thwill be a snare to you.”—Deut. 7:16.

true God by never serving any of the man-
made gods of the nations in his day. He
found the greatest possible joy in serving
Jehovah, the One who created the things
at which he marveled. This was like a
stronghold that helped to preserve him.
Expressing his joy at being able to serve
his Creator, David said: “To do your will,
O my God, | have delighted, and your
law is within my inward parts.” (Ps. 40:
8) Throughout his life, David showed
that God’s law was indeed within his in-
ward parts, being close to his heart, his
seat of motivation. By always striving to
obey that law, by letting it guide his ac-
tions; and by constantly putting God's
will first in his life, David manifested the
joy he had in serving the great Ruler of
the universe.

WHAT GOD'S SERVICE INVOLVES

‘Being thoroughly familiar with what
Moses was inspired to write, David was
aware that the service of Jehovah involved
a number of things, one of which is ex-
clusive worship. This was made clear in
what Moses told the twelve tribes of Israel
just before they crossed the Jordan into
the Promised Land: “Jehovah your God
you should fear, and him you should serve,
and by his name you should swear. You
4. How did David show appreciation for the true God?

5, 6. What is the chief way to serve God? Give examples
for your answer.

6While the Israelites were slaves in
Egypt, Moses requested Pharaoh to permit
them to leave Egypt that they might serve
Jehovah. This Moses did at God’'s direc-
tion, for God told him: “Go in to Pharaoh
and you must state to him, ‘This is what
Jehovah the God of the Hebrews has said:
“Send my people away that they may
serve me.” '” (Ex. 9:1) They would serve
him by worshiping him, and this they did
when they finally were freed from Egypt.
Worshiping Jehovah God is the chief way
a person can serve him.

7Another way that God can be served
is by obeying his commands. The impor-
tance of this was brought home to the
Israelites whenever they were disobedient,
and God caused them to suffer for it. In
the Promised Land disobedience often re-
sulted in his giving them into the hands
of their enemies. By being obedient they
could show that their worship of Jehovah
was from the heart and was not empty
formalism. For this reason the prophet
Samuel said to their first king, Saul:
“Does Jehovah have as much delight in
burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obey-
ing the voice of Jehovah? Look! To obey
is better than a sacrifice, to pay attention
than the fat of rams.” (1 Sam. 15:22)

7. Explain_ the relationship between obedience and
God's service.



June 1, 1966

By obeying Jehovah’s righteous commands
a person can serve him, even as a humble
servant does his master. Such service of
God means that he is walking in the way
that pleases the Most High, and it becomes
a source of joy as long as he continues
in that way. For this reason it is wisely
written: “Happy are the ones faultless in
their way, the ones walking in the law of
Jehovah.”—Ps. 119:1.

8The giving of God service takes in,
not only worship and obedience, but also
activities that he has directed to be done.
In the case of the Levites, their God-
given work assignment was in connection
with the services at the tabernacle. Je-
hovah's presence was represented there in
miraculous ways, impressing upon all the
importance and the privilege of serving
there. So valuable was this privilege of
service that it became the Levite inheri-
tance instead of a landholding as in the
case of the other tribes. To them Jehovah
said: “l am your share and your inher-
itance in the midst of the sons of Israel.”
(Num. 18:20) This was a distinctive ser-
vice privilege over which the Levites
could rejoice.

90ne’s being close to God's house where
the miraculous shekinah light shone in
the Most Holy, symbolizing his presence,
was a delight. Serving the great God of
the universe here was something to be
desired. Expressing his love for this place
that was so closely associated with Je-
hovah's worship, David said: “Jehovah,
I have loved the dwelling of your house
and the place of the residing of your
glory.” (Ps. 26:8) Levites that maintained
the same attitude found great joy in serv-
ing Jehovah God at this place.

8, 9. (a) Explain how the Levites served God in an
additional way and why this service was distinctive,
(b) How could the Levites' form of service be regarded
as a cause for joy?
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SERVICE FOR ALL

DOpportunities to serve God in an ac-
tive way were given to all the tribes. One
such opportunity was when the tabernacle
was about to be constructed. The people
were privileged to make contributions for
its construction, and by making such con-
tributions they had the joy of sharing in
something that was very important in
their worship of the true God. That they
found joy in this service privilege is in-
dicated by their overwhelming generosity.
The men in charge of receiving the con-
tributions came to Moses and said: “The
people are bringing much more them what
the service needs for the work that Jeho-
vah has commanded to be done.” (EX.
36:5) The joy of serving God with valu-
able things was manifested again by this
nation hundreds of years later when con-
tributions were made for the constructing
of Jehovah’s temple in Jerusalem.

1When David made known to the peo-
ple the plans for building a temple during
the reign of his son Solomon, he asked:
“Who is there volunteering to fill his hand
today with a gift for Jehovah?” (1 Chron.
29:5) Their answer was a flood of con-
tributions—gold, silver, precious stones
and copper. They rejoiced at this oppor-
tunity to serve Jehovah in an active man-
ner. “The people gave way to rejoicing
over their making voluntary offerings, for
it was with a complete heart that they
made voluntary offerings to Jehovah; and
even David the king himself rejoiced with
great joy.” (1 Chron. 29:9) But there
were other ways that the twelve tribes
could serve God with actions.

DIt was Jehovah’s purpose that the
nation of Israel take possession of the
Promised Land as an inheritance from
10, 11. (a) How were the twelve tribes privileged to
serve God with respect to the tabernacle and later the
temple? (b) How did they react to this service?

12. What were other active ways that the twelve tribes
could serve God?
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him, but to receive that inheritance they
had to engage in activity that was directly
related to that purpose. They had to re-
move from the land the pagan squatters
on it and destroy the false gods that those
people worshiped. The victories they ex-
perienced with Jehovah’s help as they car-
ried out this divine purpose were a cause
for joy. They were happy in serving Je-
hovah God even though they were risking
their lives in doing it. And then after
they had conquered the land, they were
able to serve him actively by coming to
Jerusalem three times a year for the festi-
vals God commanded them to observe.
This required a great effort on their part,
especially for those living a great distance
from Jerusalem. Their participating in
these festivals was an active service of
God that was inseparably linked with their
worship of him. Although these were joy-
ous occasions, they were not times for
drunken revelry and gluttony, as was the
case with the festivals observed by pa-
gans. In a holy manner the Israelites were
to observe the festivals of God.
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fice of praise, that is, the fruit of lips
which make public declaration to his
name.”—Heb. 13:15.

THE JOY THAT COMES FROM GOD’'S SERVICE

UThe joy that a person experiences
from serving God is not always expressed
in an audible manner. It can be a plea-
surable feeling of satisfaction in knowing
that a person is doing what is pleasing
and right in the eyes of the Most High
God. His knowing that he is doing good
work that is benefiting other people, that
is advancing Jehovah's interests in the
earth and that is magnifying Him brings
a sense of contentment and inner tran-
quillity that reflects the joy of God. This
is a lasting joy that does not require au-
dible expression. But there are times when
something noteworthy happens that stim-
ulates a momentary expression of the joy
that a person feels inside.

BWhen the Israelites moved the ark
of the covenant from the house of Obed-
edom to Jerusalem, their joy bubbled out
in joyful expressions. This was a great

B With the introduction of Christianityoccasion in their religious life that filled

the ways of actively serving God under-
went some changes. No longer could God
be served by the festivals, by the sacri-
ficial offerings the people had been bring-
ing to the temple and by the temple duties
of the Levites. With the terminating of
the law covenant by Christ’s sacrifice, God
brought these forms of service to an end.
The Christian ministry became a new way
of actively serving the Most High. Pub-
licly proclaiming and teaching God's
truths, purposes and the provision he made
for man’s salvation through Christ was
a new and an exceedingly joyous way of
serving him. In fact, it was a way a per-
son could offer a sacrifice of praise to
him. “Let us always offer to God a sacri-

13. What new way of actively serving God was intro-

duced with the advent of Christianity?

them with happiness, and so they ex-
pressed it. “All the Israelites were bring-
ing up the ark of the covenant of Jehovah
with joyful shouting and with the sound-
ing of the horn and with trumpets and
with cymbals, playing aloud on stringed
instruments and harps.” (1 Chron. 15:28)
Another occasion that caused expressions
of joy was when Saul and David returned
with the Israelite army after a victory
over the Philistines. “It came about that
at their coming in, when David returned
from striking the Philistines down, the
women began coming out from all the
cities of Israel with song and dances to
meet Saul the Kking, with tambourines,
14. Explain _how a person can have joy without audibly
expressing it.

15. Give examples of notable occasions that warranted
audible expressions of joy.



June 1, 1966

Israelites move ark to
Jerusalem with joyful shouting

with rejoicing and with lutes.”
(1 Sam. 18:6) These were no-
table occasions that stimulated the Israel-
ites to express their joy in an audible way.
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the furthering of his interests or from
pleasant experiences that bring honor to
him.

7  The long-lasting feeling of joy that

goes unexpressed is something that a per-
son cultivates as he grows in knowledge
and understanding of God's Word and
purposes. As he grows in understanding
and faith, his joy also grows. It is nour-
ished by his meditation on Jehovah'’s do-
ings and instructions and
by his continuing to feed
himself spiritually. The
person that neglects this
can lose the joy of serv-
ing God as well as a close
relationship with him.

B A
relationship with the Al-
mighty is possible for

those who dedicate themselves to serving
him and who remain faithful to their ded-

16 Audible expressions of Joy that Com@ation. By their actions they reveal that

naturally from a happy heart because of
something fine that has taken place in
connection with Jehovah's worship or pur-
poses are not the same as the emotioned
outbursts by persons in a religious fervor.
Their nonsensical shouting and wild sing-
ing are not the fruitage of God's spirit,
which, among other things, produces mild-
ness and self-control. It is not the “ap-
parel of the quiet and mild spirit” that
a servant of God is expected to wear, but,
rather, the expression of wild, uncon-
trolled emotions that demons find easy to
manipulate. (1 Pet. 3:4) On the contrary,
the audible expression of joy coming from
the happy heart of God’s servants is with
their power of reason and is under their
control. It is not a regular thing but some-
thing that results from notable happenings
in the fulfillment of God’s purposes and

16. What should not be mistaken for audible expres-

sions of godly joy? Why?

dedication. Such are the ones that he loves,
strengthens and preserves, just as it is
written: “Jehovah is near to all those call-
ing upon him, to all those who call upon
him in trueness.” (Ps. 145:18) “His salva-
tion is near to those fearing him.” (Ps. 85:
9) Knowing this and being aware that
complete trust can be placed in him, the
dedicated person can experience the joy
that comes from a feeling of well-being and
security, a feeling that was expressed in
Psalm 23:4: “Even though 1 walk in the
valley of deep shadow, | fear nothing bad,
for you are with me.”

JESUS CHRIST AN EXAMPLE TO FOLLOW

close joy-il

19 Of all who have served the true God,

Jesus Christ is the finest example of one

17. How does a person get the long-lasting joy of
serving God?

18. (a) Who are the ones God loves, strengthens and
preserves? (b) What contributes to their joyful feeling?
19. (a) How did Jesus manifest his joy in serving God?
(b) What reveals that he had the joy of serving God
before coming to earth?
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that found joy in Jehovah's service. He
showed it in a mild and quiet manner,
such as in the happiness he manifested
in doing his Father's will as well as in
helping people learn about the grand pur-
poses of his Father. In fact, he found joy
in God's service long before he came to
the earth. While he was still in the heavens
as a mighty spirit creature, the first that
God created, he found delight in serving
Him. Speaking under the symbolism of
wisdom, he says in the book of Proverbs:
“Then | came to be beside him as a master
worker, and | came to be the one he was
specially fond of day by day, | being glad
before him all the time, being glad at the
productive land of his earth, and the
things | was fond of were with the sons
of men.” (Prov. 8:30, 31; Col. 1:15; Rev.
3:14) The joy he found in serving God
in the heavens he continued to have while
a man on earth.

DWhen Jehovah opened a new field of
service for this beloved, spirit Son of his
that required him to be bom as a perfect
human, that faithful Son rejoiced. Re-
garding this it is written: “Keep this men-
tal attitude in you that was also in Christ
Jesus, who, although he was existing in
God's form, gave no consideration to a
seizure, namely, that he should be equal
to God. No, but he emptied himself and
took a slave's form and came to be in the
likeness of men. More than that, when he
found himself in fashion as a man, he
humbled himself and became obedient as
far as death, yes, death on a torture
stake.” (Phil. 2:5-8) Whatever his Father
wanted him to do he was willing to do
out of love for Him. With this fine attitude
Jesus Christ gave a splendid example for
all who want to serve the true God.

2AWhile on earth he served God not
only by worshiping Him and obeying di-
20. How did God’'s only-begotten Son react to the

privilege of serving God on earth?
21. Relate some of the ways Jesus served God.
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vine laws but also by publicly proclaiming
and teaching the truth about Him. He
helped people to transform their thinking
and their lives so they might become ap-
proved servants of God. He taught them
love for God, for one another and for ene-
mies and gave them a hope of a world
government of God's making as well as
the hope of a resurrection from the dead.
This brought the people close to Jehovah
God, intensifying their desire to serve him
in an undefiled manner. In this godly ser-
vice, Jesus found joy. But an especially
great source of joy for him was having a
part in vindicating his Father's good name
of the reproach that had been cast upon
it by His enemies and by worshipers that
had proved unfaithful to Him.

2The great enemy of righteousness,
Satan the Devil, had brought the integrity
of God’s creatures into question. This was
done in the days of the faithful man Job,
at which time Satan told God: “Skin in
behalf of skin, and everything that a man
has he will give in behalf of his soul. For
a change, thrust out your hand, please,
and touch sis far as his bone and his flesh
and see whether he will not curse you to
your very face.” (Job 2:4, 5) This chal-
lenge was bringing not only man’s integ-
rity to God in question but also the in-
tegrity of God's only-begotten Son, who
was in a very favored position in the heav-
ens. Would his integrity collapse under
trial sis Satan chsirged that man’s would?
The test came when that Son was born
as a man. He kept his integrity even to
a violent death and proved Satan a liar.
His faithfulness was a vindication for Je-
hovah God. The prospect of vindicating
Jehovah’s name was a joy to Jesus Christ.

ZBSpeaking of Jesus’ course of integrity,
the Bible tells us: “For the joy that was
22, 23. (a) What was an especially great joy for Jesus,

a
and how c?id this become necessary? (b) Why has Jesus
Christ been an inspiration to worshipers of God?
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set before him he endured a torture stake,
despising shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.” (Heb.
12:2) The joy of having a part in vindi-
cating Jehovah's great name enabled him
to endure the torture stake to the point
of death. As a reward for his faithful ser-
vice, Jehovah raised him from the dead,
restoring him to the realm of the angelic
hosts with greater power and honor than
he had before. Thus his example of joyful
service of God has been an inspiration to
all worshipers of the true God down to
this day.
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under trials of their faith; and when this
old system of things is swept away by
his heavenly forces, he will preserve them
to see the new earth he will usher in. Joy
helps to keep a strong, protective shield
of faith. It can, therefore, be said to them:
“The joy of Jehovah is your stronghold.”
(Neh. 8:10) It keeps them spiritually alive
in a spiritually dead world.

5 Like the shepherd David, who was so

impressed by the starry heavens that he
gave expression to his joy in serving the
Creator of them, we today have ample
reasons for feeling the same joy. We too

2. When we consider how God's servicgan marvel at his wonderful creations,

has been a cause for joy to faithful men
throughout the ages past, we can see that
such joy is a life-preserving stronghold.
For those who cultivate it and maintain
it, Jehovah becomes a source of strength
and a protection. His truth shields them
from the mind-warping falsehoods of this
devilish world. He helps them to hold up

24. Explain how joy is a life-preserving stronghold.

and we can turn to the inspired Scriptures
to learn about his activities and to be
instructed by him. By cultivating an ap-
preciation for his life-giving truths and
magnificent purposes for mankind, we can
find in God’s service today a cause for
great joy.

25. Why can we feel the same joy in God's service
that David felt?

0] YOU want to serve your Cre#iterfnore than three thousand million per-

Do you want to give him exclu-
sive devotion as did David? Do you want
to obey his righteous laws as did Daniel?
Do you want to be productively active in
work he has commanded to be done as
was Jesus Christ? If you do, you are a
rare person in this twentieth century. Of
1, 2. (a) Explain why the person that wants to serve

God is a rare individual, (b) What is the world's
attitude toward such persons?

sons living today, few have any desire to
serve the true God. Like past generations,
they prefer to serve the false gods of re-
ligious imaginations, of political ideolo-
gies or of materialism. Regarding such
gods a prophet of Jehovah the true God
wrote: “For all the gods of the peoples
are valueless gods. As for Jehovah, he
made the heavens.” (1 Chron. 16:26) Few
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have been the people to experience the
joy of serving this great Creator.

2Following the flood of Noah's day the
percentage of those humans serving Je-
hovah God, the Preserver of the Flood
survivors, diminished rapidly as mankind
multiplied, until they became a noncon-
forming minority in the ancient world.
They were the ones that refused to par-
ticipate with the majority in building
the Tower of Babel. They were the excep-
tional ones that refused to go along with
the nation of Israel when that nation
turned from serving the true God to the
worship of false gods. They were the stal-
wart few that held fast to Christianity
although the majority of the people in
the first century spoke evilly of them and
persecuted them. Regarding the world’s
attitude toward them, one of the apostles
of Jesus Christ wrote: “We have become
as the refuse of the world, the offscouring
of all things.” (1 Cor. 4:13) Nevertheless,
they had a good condition of the heart
because they were doing what was right
in the eyes of God. The situation is little
different today. True to Jesus' prophecy
about our day, God's servants are still
disliked by the majority of the world.
“Then people will deliver you up to tribu-
lation and will kill you, and you will be
objects of hatred by all the nations on ac-
count of my name.” (Matt. 24:9) Despite
this persecution, there are good reasons
for finding joy in serving the true God
today.

30ne’'s knowing that the great Creator
will, at his appointed time, bring a per-
manent end to wicked people and free the
earth for those who serve him to inhabit
in peace is a cause of great joy. Imagine
being able to live on this earth with no
wicked person to be found as far as you
might look! Instead of him, meek persons

3. What knowledge of the future does God give us that
is a cause of joy?
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who love righteousness are what you find.
This is what Jehovah has promised, and
his promises do not return to him un-
fulfilled. “Just a little while longer, and
the wicked one will be no more; and you
will certainly give attention to his place,
and he will not be. But the meek ones
themselves will possess the earth, and they
will indeed find their exquisite delight in
the abundance of peace.” (Ps. 37:10, 11)
This knowledge certainly is an incentive
to serve the righteous Creator joyously,
but it is only one of many things he has
given as incentives for such joyful service.

41t is evident from the intricate mar-
vels of creation and the wonders of the
starry heavens that there exists an in-
finitely wise Creator. But little can be
known about him personally by studying
such creations. To supply man with fur-
ther information he has provided his writ-
ten Word, the Holy Bible. Here he has
given us a great amount of information
about himself, his great works in the past
and his purposes for mankind. This fund
of information provides sound reasons for
joyfully serving him rather than the false
gods of the nations. It is truth, and just
the possessing of it can be a cause of joy,
especially since it contributes to a good
condition of the heart. Spiritual freedom
it brings to those who hungrily reach out
for it, and length of days to those who em-
brace it. Certainly freedom from thought-
twisting falsehoods is unquestionably a
reason for joy, and it is promised to those
who serve Jehovah God. Regarding it Je-
sus Christ said: “You will know the truth,
and the truth will set you free.”—John
8:32.

5Upon the rare persons that serve the
true God, Jehovah, he has placed his name,
blessing them by identifying them as his
people. This too is a cause for joy. He

4, 5. Explain how the truth and the bearing of Je-
hovah’s name are causes for joy.
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is not ashamed to be identified with them,
although they are regarded by the world
as “the offscouring of all things.” (1 Cor.
4:13) This close relationship with the
Creator indicates that they have his good-
will, and that can mean for them the gift
of eternal life, a gift that only Jehovah
God, the great Life-giver, can give. Realiz-
ing what a grand blessing it is to have
the name of the Almighty God associated
with him, the prophet Jeremiah said:
“Your word becomes to me the exulta-
tion and the rejoicing of my heart; for
your name has been called upon me, O
Jehovah God of armies.” (Jer. 15:16)
Maintaining an awareness of this favor-
able relationship with the great Life-giver
is important to finding joy in his service.

6 Out of his kindness, which man doe&hristian ministry

not deserve, Jehovah God has provided a
ransom sacrifice so that those that serve
him might be set free from Adamic sin
and might regain the perfection that
Adam lost. “God recommends his own
love to us in that, while we were yet sin-
ners, Christ died for us. Much more, there-
fore, since we have been declared righ-
teous now by his blood, shall we be saved
through him from wrath.” (Rom. 5:8, 9)
This magnificent provision for the salva-
tion of those serving the true God is still
another cause for joy to such ones. Ex-
pressing their feelings, the apostle Peter
wrote: “Though you are not looking upon
him [Jesus Christ] at present, yet you
exercise faith in him and are greatly re-
joicing with an unspeakable and glorified
joy, as you receive the end of your faith,
the salvation of your souls.” (1 Pet. 1:8,
9) Thus Jehovah has provided many
causes for finding joy in his service in
these modern times.

6. What expression of Jehovah's undeserved kindness
is a source of joy to us?
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RIGHT MENTAL ATTITUDE

7With all that God has provided for
finding joy in his service, joy can easily
be found today, provided that a person
has the right mental attitude. That atti-
tude is important, as it builds apprecia-
tion for the Creator and for his Word.
Without appreciation he will not feel
grateful for what God has done or for the
good things God has promised to do. He
will not have the desire to do what is
pleasing to that great Ruler of the uni-
verse. But a good mental attitude causes
him to appreciate all that Jehovah has
done and will do. It stimulates the right
desire to serve God. The Christian min-
istry is a very important way to fulfill
that desire.

8As demonstrated by Jesus Christ, the
involves the preaching
of Scriptural truths to others so as to
convert their hearts to the undefiled wor-
ship of the true God. Such public pro-
claiming and teaching of the truth is an
important feature of the way Christians
serve the great Life-giver. The Christian
apostle Paul said: “For with the heart
one exercises faith for righteousness, but
with the mouth one makes public declara-
tion for salvation.” (Rom. 10:10) With
the right mental attitude toward this work
a person will appreciate the good it does
in transforming peoples’ lives by bringing
them into harmony with the high moral
standards of God's Word. He also will
appreciate how it is a life-preserving work
that directs people in the way that leads
to preservation through the coming war
of God that will destroy the present wick-
ed system of things. It is a work that is
causing an increasing number of persons
to turn from false religion to the service
of their Creator. Having a good mental
7. Why is the right mental attitude important to
finding joy in God’s service ?

8. How does the right mental attitude toward the
ministry help to cultivate joy?
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outlook toward this fine work that Jesus
began, a person is able to cultivate joy
in this way of serving God.

9For many persons it is not pleasurable
to call upon people by going from house
to house talking about the truths of God'’s
Word, especially when the householders,
as a whole, do not like it. While it is not
a joy to receive rebuffs from uninterested
persons who have no desire to serve their
Creator, or who are misinformed about
God'’s servants, it is a joy to find a humble
person that genuinely appreciates the ef-
fort made to instruct him in the truths
of God's Word. Watching him grow in
knowledge and seeing him shed the shack-
les of false religion one by one bring a
joy that is distinctive to the Christian
ministry. It more than compensates for
the unpleasant experiences had with un-
appreciative people.

If you are a servant of the Most High
God that engages in the house-to-house
ministry, you will not cultivate joy in that
service of God by dwelling upon the un-
pleasant experiences encountered in it.
Neither will you find joy in it if your
service is reluctant, requiring continual
prodding by Christian brothers. In both
instances the right mental attitude is need-
ed in order to find joy. Instead of seeing
only the negative or unpleasant side of
it, look at the positive side. Think how
appreciative goodhearted people are of your
efforts when you succeed in locating them
and cultivating their interest. Think how
necessary this work is in acquainting peo-
ple of all kinds with Jehovah’s purposes,
especially with regard to the world-
changing forces of God’'s coming war.
Think how important this work is in sep-
arating the people in these last days and
in giving a grand witness to the true God

9, 10. (a) What tends to dampen(g')r))y in the ministry,

and what compensates for it? (b) What makes it
difficult to cultivate joy in the ministry, and how can
this be overcome?
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and his purposes. Think of how this di-
vinely commanded service is a means for
you to manifest your love for God and
your faith in his promises. Only by thus
cultivating the right attitude toward the
Christian ministry can you experience the
joy this feature of God'’s service can bring.

1if you think negatively of your ability
to tell others about the things you have
learned in God’'s Word, you are allowing
a wrong mental attitude to develop that
will rob you of the joy of his service. Do
not compare your ability to speak with
that of a Christian brother who is adept
at speaking. Instead, compare it with the
people you meet in the ministry who pro-
fess to be Christians, in lands of Chris-
tendom, but who do not speak God'’s
truths to others. No matter how poor
your speaking ability is, it is better than
theirs, because they say nothing about the
Creator. Use what ability you have and
strive to improve it. Remember that God
has chosen, not the wise men of the world
or the great religious orators to proclaim
his purposes, but humble people that do
not have special oratorical skill. In Jesus’
day they were common people; some were
fishermen. With the right mental attitude,
the joy of serving God by publicly de-
claring his truths and purposes to others
as Jesus commanded will not be lost.
—1Cor. 1:26-29.

DISCIPLES FOUND JOY IN PREACHING

DPWhen Jesus introduced the Christian
ministry to his disciples, they were de-
lighted with the experience. Some of the
first ones to engage in it returned to Jesus
with great elation. “Then the seventy re-
turned with joy.” (Luke 10:17) They
went out to proclaim the truths they had
learned without misgivings about their
11. Why is it important not to be overly concerned
about your speaking ability?

12, How did Jesus’ disciples react to the Christian
ministry, and how did they view persecution?
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speaking ability. Their hearts were filled
with the good things they had learned
from Jesus Christ, and they were anxious
to tell these things to others. Unpleasant
experiences and lack of interest among
many with whom they talked did not
dampen their joy. It was kept alive by
the good mental attitude they had toward
this form of serving God. Not even pop-
ular rejection by the Jewish nation and
persecution at the hands of Jewish lead-
ers could stamp out their joy in serving
Jehovah God.

1BOn one occasion when the apostles
were brought before the Jewish Sanhedrin
after having been forbidden to preach the
good things they had learned, they told
the prominent men of this ruling body:
“We must obey God as ruler rather than
men.” (Acts 5:29) After being flogged
and warned not to preach any more in
Jesus’ name, they went away rejoicing
that they had maintained integrity to the
truth. Nothing could dampen their joy in
serving the true God. “These, therefore,
went their way from before the Sanhe-
drin, rejoicing because they had been
counted worthy to be dishonored in behalf
of his name.”—Acts 5:41.

MUOn his first missionary visit to An-
tioch in Asia Minor, the apostle Paul and
those with him found many persons that
were unreceptive to the good news that
they preached. They were even mobbed
out of town by these people, but this un-
pleasant experience did not cause them
to develop the wrong mental attitude
toward their work and thus to lose its
joy. On the contrary, they rejoiced be-
cause they had found some good people
in Antioch who had responded apprecia-
tively to the good news. “After the syna-
gogue assembly was dissolved, many of
13. What effect did persecution by the Sanhedrin have
upon Jesus’ apostles?

14. What brought joy to Paul and his companions
despite the persecution that came upon them?
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the Jews and of the proselytes who wor-
shiped God followed Paul and Barnabas,
who in speaking to them began urging
them to continue in the undeserved kind-
ness of God.” (Acts 13:43) The unpleas-
antness of having been thrown out of
town by a mob was eclipsed by the plea-
sure of having found some people of good
heart who responded favorably to the
good things they preached. “The disciples
continued to be filled with joy and holy
spirit.”—Acts 13:52.

5B The fact that the public proclaiming

of the good things in God's Word re-
quires one to give freely to others what
is upbuilding, life-transforming and life-
sustaining, brings him joy because there
is happiness in giving good things to
others. This is a principle that the apostle
Paul pointed out when he was talking
about the Christian ministry. “I have ex-
hibited to you in all things that by thus
laboring you must assist those who are
weak, and must bear in mind the words
of the Lord Jesus, when he himself said,
‘There is more happiness in giving than
there is in receiving.”” (Acts 20:35) As
Paul and his associates found joy in giv-
ing to others the good things they had
learned, so those that serve Jehovah God
today can also find joy in doing the same
upbuilding work if they maintain the same
good mental attitude.

13  The fine experience of seeing the com-

fort the truth brings distressed people and
the appreciation of those liberated from
false religion by it, as well as the hap-
piness of those given a sure hope for which
they can live, causes a person to rejoice
that God has blessed him with the privi-
lege to talk about His truth. Not until a
person has had this personal experience
in the Christian ministry can he fully
comprehend the happiness that comes
15, 16. What particular element in the ministry is

especially helpful in the cultivation of joy, and what
helps a person to appreciate this fact?
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from giving his knowledge of the truth
to others.

7 The apostle Paul, and those who trav-
eled with him, brought the truth to the
Thessalonians in Macedonia. The congre-
gation that resulted from their preaching
was a source of joy to them. The unpleas-
ant experience of facing hate-filled op-
posers to their preaching there in Thes-
salonica was far overshadowed by the joy
of seeing the good people in the city re-
spond to the good news. Regarding the
feelings of Paul and his associate trav-
elers, he wrote: “For what is our hope
or joy or crown of exultation—why, is it
not in fact you?—before our Lord Jesus
at his presence? You certainly are our
glory and joy.”—1 Thess. 2:19, 20.

HELPING ONE ANOTHER

BWithin a congregation of those who
serve Jehovah God, there are positions
of responsibility. By diligently working at
the duties associated with those positions
a person is serving God in still another
manner, because the congregation is God’s
and it is dedicated to his worship and to
the educating of people in his Word. With
the proper mental attitude toward these
positions, the persons assigned to them
can find joy in bearing the responsibilities
that come with them. Instead of looking
only at the work, the responsibility and
the problems these positions of oversight
have, they should look at the good they
bring to their Christian brothers and the
need of organizing the public proclaiming
of God's Word and purposes. Much can
be done by the persons in these positions
of responsibility to help their Christian
brothers in maintaining good relations
with the true God and in serving him
17. Why did Paul tell the Thessalonians that they were
a crown of exultation to him?
18, 19. (a) What mental attitude should be taken toward

positions of responsibility in a congregation? (b) To
whom are such privileges given?
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acceptably. This in itself is a source of joy.

DA position of oversight in a congre-
gation of God's people should be regarded
as a blessing from Jehovah. It is an op-
portunity to broaden one’s service of him.
Such opportunities are offered to persons
that have established a good record for
themselves in Jehovah's service and have
manifested spiritual maturity. Because
they have used wisely the knowledge of
God's Word that they have gained, and
have worked diligently at the service priv-
ileges given them in the congregation,
they are given greater service privileges
with more responsibility. This is in line
with the thought Jesus expressed when
he said: “To everyone that has, more will
be given and he will have abundance.”
(Matt. 25:29) Of course, this does not
mean that he should go to an extreme and
take on more than he can do.

DIt is not manifesting good sense for
a person to carry more responsibilities in
a congregation than his health will permit
him to carry or more than he is able to
handle. By taking on more than he is
capable of doing, he can Kkill his joy in
serving God in a congregation. So good
sense must be exercised. Persons with the
right mental attitude will be anxious to
fill their work capability, whereas those
with little appreciation will seek excuses
to avoid privileges of service. To the lat-
ter, fewer and fewer privileges will be
offered. The Christian servant knows what
his physical and nervous capacity is for
responsibilities, and in order for him to
continue serving joyfully in the congre-
gation for a long time he should not ex-
ceed that capacity. By permitting others
in the congregation to share his responsi-
bilities, the work load can be kept at a
level that will not affect his joy or his
health.

20. What is a_factor in making it possible for aoperson
to serve God in a congregation for a long time?
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GOOD CONDITION OF HEART

2. Through the prophet Isaiah, Jehovah
foretold: “My own servants will cry out
joyfully because of the good condition of
the heart.” (Isa. 65:14) Throughout the
world today, the relatively few persons
who are serving Jehovah God are expe-
riencing that good condition of heart.
Their hearts are not embittered by racial
or political differences. Their hearts have
not been made bad by the world’'s moral
breakdown. Their hearts are not soured
by atheistic philosophy or false religious
beliefs. The upbuilding truths of God's
Word, his righteous laws, his comforting
promises for the future, and the work of
love that he has given them to do give
them a good condition of the heart. But
it is up to each individual to maintain
that good condition. If one permits a
wrong mental attitude to develop toward
any feature of his service to God, he can
lose the joy of that service and his good
heart condition can begin to deteriorate.
It was with good reason, therefore, that
God's Word warned: “More than all else
that is to be guarded, safeguard your
heart.” (Prov. 4:23) Maintaining a good
mental attitude, with keen appreciation
and enthusiasm for Jehovah'’s truths and
purposes, is important to safeguarding a
good heart condition.

2The joy that is felt by those who have

21. (a) How are God's servants experiencing a good
condition of heart? (b) Explain how joy in God's
service can be lost.

22, Of what is joy a fruit,
evident?

and how is this made
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a good heart condition is actually evidence
that God’'s spirit is operating through
them, for joy is one of the fruits of the
spirit mentioned in the fifth chapter of
Galatians. God puts his spirit upon those
who serve him, those who give him ex-
clusive devotion. It operates upon his
modern-day witnesses, causing them to do
a tremendous, worldwide work of pro-
claiming the same liberating truths that
were proclaimed by the apostles. Operat-
ing directly upon them as well as through
God's Word and organization, the holy
spirit helps them to build up a good con-
dition of heart, and it helps them to get
motivated into the public proclaiming of
Jehovah's purposes. Thus the joy a person
cultivates as a result of this is actually
a fruit of the spirit.

ZB If you are one of those rare persons

that wants to serve the Creator today,
that wants to give him exclusive devotion,
that wants to do work that is pleasing in
his eyes, that wants to receive his ap-
proval and his gift of life, then let Jeho-
vah, by means of his spirit, cultivate in
you the good condition of heart that is
a mark of his people. Open your heart
to his instructions. Let them develop a
right mental attitude in you toward his
service. Let the good news of his Word
and its life-transforming truths stir you
to cultivate the distinctive joy that can
be found in serving the Great God of the
universe.

23. What should you permit God to do to you by
means of his spirit?

Anger Is Dangerous

According to Dr. J. A. Schindler's book How to Live 365 Days a Year, “The heart
rate goes up markedly during anger, often to 180 or 220, or higher, and stays there
until the anger has passed. The blood pressure rises markedly and steeply from a
normal of 130 or so to 230 or more. This is a manifestation that often produces
dire results." Clearly, those who heed the Bible's counsel to “let anger alone and
leave rage" and to cultivate the fruits of the spirit are wise.—Ps. 37:8; Gal. 5:22, 23.



VERYONE desires freedom. No one

wants to be a slave to men. But in
olden times literal slavery was widespread
and buying and selling of slaves was a
common practice. It is said that in the
days of the apostles half the population
of the Roman Empire were slaves. An-
ciently it was a practice to identify a per-
son as a slave of someone, or as a wor-
shiper of a certain god, by a mark on the
forehead or hand. Though such a practice
may not be found in the world today,
there is nonetheless an attempt made to
bring into slavery, not half the population,
but all the population of the world. This,
of course, includes you, the reader of this
article. It is a slavery more oppressive and
binding than slavery of the past, and it
has its mark.

The Bible states the rule that we are
the slaves of the one whom we serve.
(Rom. 6:16) What we believe in or sup-
port and what we do identifies us as fol-
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lowing a certain ideology or way of life,
right or wrong. The fight is on today to
capture men’s minds. While hot wars
spring up here and there, the great cold
war that holds the nations in its grip is
a war of ideologies. The effort is to con-
trol the minds and therefore the actions
of men. If you let yourself be persuaded
and indoctrinated with a certain ideology
so that you mentally support and actively
perform services, you can be said to be
marked in the mind, which does the think-
ing, and in the hand, which does the acting
or the work for you. Communism, for
example, tries to increase its slave hold-
ings by brainwashing people in an effort
to wash out one kind of mark and sub-
stitute the mark of its own ideology.

YOU ARE IN DANGER

It is a desirable thing to you to keep
free from such a mark, which actually
means slavery. It is not an easy thing
to do. For example, American soldiers
thoroughly indoctrinated in democratic
principles were not able to withstand
brainwashing during the Korean war and
were changed in mind to support actively
the Communist ideology. Communism is
cited here as an example, but it is by
no means the only effort at marking men
for slavery. Would you avoid receiving
such a mark? and, if so, can you avoid
it? If such is your desire, then please
read the next few paragraphs, which de-
scribe from God's Word the real origin
of the attempt to enslave men today, the
danger that exists and the way of escape.

At Revelation, chapter 12, we are told
that the cause of the troubles on earth
in these times is that the Devil has lost
a war in heaven with Christ Jesus and
has been thrown down to the earth. (Rev.
12:7-12) It tells us that since that time
the Devil, knowing his finish is near, has
directed his energies at making weir upon
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a group of persons who are themselves
doing a marking work, namely, those “who
observe the commandments of God and
have the work of bearing witness to Je-
sus.” These are telling the people that
they should look to the kingdom of God
for peace on earth with righteousness.
—Rev. 12:17; Matt. 6:9, 10, 33.

In sign language the book of Revelation
describes the instrument that Satan the
Devil uses to fight against these bearers
of witness to Jesus and to oppress all who
live on earth: “And | saw a wild beast
ascending out of the sea, with ten horns
and seven heads, and upon its horns ten
diadems, but upon its heads blasphemous
names.” This composite beast has the fea-
tures of a leopard, a lion and a bear. It
is not a literal beast, but is a sign or sym-
bol of something to which the Dragon,
the Devil, gives power and throne and
great authority. (Rev. 13:1, 2) We do
not have to guess what the beast repre-
sents, for in a similar vision the prophet
Daniel saw wild beasts having characteris-
tics of the same animals. God himself
explained to Daniel that these represented
kings, governments.—Dan. 7:4-6, 17; 8:
20-22.

However, the wild beast of Revelation
is one beast having seven heads. The
dragon also has seven heads. (Rev. 12:3)
While the wild beast is something that is
not invisible or spiritual like Satan the
Devil but is earthly, visible, it reflects
the vicious traits of its creator Satan. It
was brought up out of the sea of human-
kind alienated from God. (Isa. 57:20) It
symbolizes Satan the Devil’'s visible earth-
ly political organization in its continuing
form under various, successive headships
throughout the centuries until now. The
seven heads have ten horns, which the
beast uses to push and to fight. They wear
diadems and act for the seven world
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powers that have waged war upon God’'s
holy ones. In historical order they are
(1) Egypt, (2) Assyria, (3) Babylon,
(4) Medo-Persia, (5) Greece (Macedonia),
(6) Rome and (7) the joint Anglo-
American World Power.*

THE NAME-NUMBER 666

Blasphemous names appear on the seven
heads of the wild beast. This is because
all of them have been against God and
against his people and have claimed to
do that which only God’'s kingdom can
accomplish for mankind. However, the
beast as a whole has a name, and its name
has a number. “It is a man’s number; and
its number is six hundred and sixty-six.”
(Rev. 13:17, 18; 17:5) Six is one short
of the Biblically complete number seven,
just as six days would come one day short
of a complete week. It pictures incomplete-
ness, imperfection. One of the giants of
Gath who fought against God's people had
six fingers on each hand and six toes on
each foot, a genetic monstrosity. (2 Sam.
21:20) The number is a “mein’s number.”
So it stands for fallen man’s imperfections
and shortcomings. God uses six to the
third (emphatic) degree in the wild beast’s
name (6 -f 60 -f 600), emphasizing pow-
erfully the inadequacy, imperfection and
deficiency of the human political organiza-
tion and how foolish it is to put any hope
and trust in it for man’s everlasting wel-
feire.

A good memy readers may agree that
communism and dictatorial governments

* Of the beast ascending out of the sea, the Roman
Catholic edition of the Bible (by John Murphy Com-
pany, Baltimore, Maryland, 1914) says in its
on it: “This first beast with seven heads and ten
horns, is probably the whole company of infidels,
enemies and persecutors of the people of God, from
the beginning to the end of the world. The seven
heads are seven kings, that is, seven_ principal kinP-
doms or empires, which have exercised, or should
exercise, tyrannical power over the people of God;
of these, five were then fallen, viz.: the Egyptian,
Assyrian, Chaldean, Persian, and Grecian monarchies:
one was present, viz., the empire of Rome: and the
seventh and chiefest was to come, viz.,, the great
Antichrist and his empire. The ten horns may be
understood of ten lesser persecutors.”

ootnote



The symbolic wild beast ascending out of the sea

could easily be represented by such a
beastly thing, but may doubt the appli-
cation to democratic governments, since
some of them have gone on record as
being Christian nations. The fact is that
the democracies do not even claim God
as their source, but recognize that they
spring from the operation of political
science. The Encyclopaedia Britannica
says, under the heading “Democracy”:
“The modern concept of democracy . . .
finally emerged as a result of the peren-
nial search for the best and most equitable
form of government.” The Britannica goes
on to recount how the ideologies of men,
such as Aristotle, John Locke, Charles
Montesquieu and other political theorists,
gradually shaped democratic government
toward what we have today.

Brooklyn, N.Y.

The Bible tells us that ef-
forts would be put forth to
place the mark of this com-
posite, imperfect, deficient
political ruling organization
upon the foreheads and on
the hands of men, who will
not “be able to buy or sell”
unless they are identified in
mental support and in activity
as slaves and worshipers of
the wild beast. (Rev. 13:16,
17) So the political rulers put
on pressure to the extent that
they would make existence al-
most impossible for those who
refuse to worship them or the
political State. It is most evi-
dent in the rising tide of na-
tionalism. In the days of
Rome people were required to
burn incense to the emperor.
An increasing number of rul-
ers today are demanding wor-
ship of themselves or their
flags, placing their political
government higher than the
kingdom of God, as one ex-dictator of
Ghana, who erected a statue with the in-
scription to the effect that his subjects
should ‘Seek first the political kingdom
and all things would be added to them.
The well-known British historian, Arthur
J. Toynbee, said of nationalism:

“It is a state of mind in which we give
our paramount political loyalty to one
section of the human race, to the par-
ticular tribe to which we happen to be
tribesmen. Insofar as we are captured by
this ideology, we hold that the highest
political good for us is our own nation’s
sovereign independence; that our nation has
a moral right to exercise its sovereignty
according to what it believes to be its own
national interests, whatever consequences
this may entail for the foreign majority
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of the human race;
citizens of our country,
country, right or wrong.”*

and that our duty, as
is to support our

THE IMAGE OF THE BEAST

But just to worship the beast itself does
not prove to be enough. In the same way
that Babylonish religionists think they
must worship God through some image or
idol, political rulers and statesmen feel
that the wild beast of political rulership
must be worshiped by means of an image.
It is true that to date the wild beast has
not made a very good appearance or rep-
utation for itself before the people. Some
kind of image must be set up in order
to perpetuate it, something that makes
the ferocious beast have a benevolent,
peaceful appearance.

What, then, is the image of the wild
beast? Between World War | and World
War Il it was the League of Nations,
which at one time had as many as sixty
member nations. People looked to it to
bring peace to the earth, but the League
died when it was proved ineffective to
stop World War 11. Since World War 11,
however, the image has been revived in
the form of the United Nations, which is
composed, at this writing, of 117 member
nations. Will it do better and accomplish
that which the League failed to do? No,
for it is also only an image, as imperfect
as the human governments for which it
stands.

The making of the image is something
that cannot be overlooked as a mere mis-
taken effort of men, for it was set up in
direct disobedience to the outcry of the
first angel with the everlasting good news:
“Fear God and give him glory, because
the hour of the judgment by him has
arrived, and so worship the One who made
the heaven and the earth.” (Rev. 14:6,
7) This has been proclaimed world wide

«The New York Times Magazine, November 3, 1963,
page 23.
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by Jehovah’s witnesses, and the rulers of
the nations are not ignorant. They are
well aware of this proclamation and know
that it is directly from God's Word, the
Bible. By supporting the image they are
turning their worship and that of millions
of followers away from Jehovah God and
his Messianic kingdom.

RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS
WORSHIP THE BEAST

What about Babylon the Great, the
world empire of false religion? Does she
worship the beast and its image? Consider
these facts: In all the nations, the reli-
gions of Babylon the Great turn the people
to their own nationalistic governments for
hope of life and peace. In many places
the Church is united with the State. The
most aggressive member in Great Bab-
ylon, namely, Christendom, heartily backed
up the formation of the League of Na-
tions as proposed by the Anglo-American
World Power in 1918. In January of 1919
the National Council of Churches of Christ
in America termed the proposed League
of Nations “the political expression of the
kingdom of God on earth.”

That the chief representative of Chris-
tendom worships the image of the beast
and wants all his spiritual flock to do so
was made certain to millions of television
viewers and newspaper readers on Oc-
tober 4, 1965, when Pope Paul VI made
a special flying trip to New York city to
speak for this political body. He repre-
sented himself as the “bearer of a message
for all mankind.” He said that his presence
at the United Nations fulfilled a desire
nourished “ever since the command was
given us: go and bring the good news to
all peoples.” He declared that his mes-
sage was a “ratification, a solemn moral
ratification of this lofty institution,” the
United Nations, and: “This organization
represents the obligatory path of modem
civilization and of world peace.” He said:
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“The peoples of the earth turn to the
United Nations as the last hope of con-
cord and peace. We presume to present
here, with their tribute of honor and of
hope, our own tribute also.” He added:
“Hearken now to the continuation of our
message. It becomes a message of good
wishes for the future. The edifice you
have constructed [the U.N.] must never
fail; it must be perfected.”* How timely,
in view of such idolatry, is Revelation’'s
warning:

“And another angel, a third, followed
them, saying in a loud voice: ‘If anyone wor-
ships the wild beast and its image, and re-
ceives a mark on his forehead or upon his
hand, he will also drink of the wine of the
anger of God that is poured out undiluted
into the cup of his wrath, and he shall be
tormented with fire and sulphur in the sight
of the holy angels and in the sight of the
Lamb. And the smoke of their torment
ascends forever and ever, and day and night
they have no rest, those who worship the
wild beast and its image, and whoever re-
ceives the mark of its name. Here is where
it means endurance for the holy ones, those
who observe the commandments of God and
the faith of Jesus.’”—Rev. 14:9-12.

Babylon the Great suffered a fall in
1919 and began drinking the undiluted

wine of God's anger. Jehovah's witnesses
were liberated in that year and since then
more than a million persons have had their
eyes opened to her ungodliness and have
joined Jehovah's witnesses in proclaiming
the good news of God’s established king-
dom. Babylon’s world empire of false re-
ligion and her worshipers are undergoing
a torment, for they are plainly seen to
be in God's disfavor. They display their
anguished condition by their desperate use
of the political beast wherever possible
to suppress, imprison or even Kkill Jeho-
vah’s witnesses, who sincerely proclaim
the judgments as a warning. But this tor-
ment cannot go on forever, for neither

*The New York Herald Tribune, October 5, 1965,
page B, special section.
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Babylon nor the worshipers of the beast
are immortal. Their torment will end in
their destruction. The smoke, representing
the evidence of their torment, that is,
of God's judgment upon them, will exist
for all times as a warning to all who live
of the futility of such blasphemous course
of action, just as a supreme court judg-
ment stands as a precedent conclusive for
deciding all later cases of a similar nature.

SEEK GOD’S HELP TO AVOID THE MARK

How can you avoid the mark of the
beast? As the Bible seriously warns, it
takes courage and endurance. Those who
refuse it must be men of principle. It is
much easier to receive the mark than to
resist it, for force is used by men who
wish to plant the mark on the forehead
and hand of those who do not willingly
receive it. It takes spiritual strength,
which can be obtained only from God
through a study of his Word. Jesus said:
“Pay attention to what you are hearing,”
and, “Pay attention to how you listen.”
(Mark 4:24; Luke 8:18) Listen to what
God’'s Word tells you; give attention to
the message that is being proclaimed re-
garding this very thing now by Jehovah's
witnesses. There is no middle ground. Je-
hovah’s witnesses know this, and they
know that they must keep their spiri-
tuality at a high level by watching their
course of action every day. From 1919
onward they have refused to join in this
international worship of the political State
and the League of Nations and its suc-
cessor the United Nations. They have ob-
served the “commandments of God and
the faith of Jesus.”—Matt. 4:8-11.

True, it means a continuing test of en-
durance for the holy ones, the remnant
of the 144,000 of Christ's spiritual broth-
ers on earth and for their companions
who hope to live forever on earth under
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God's kingdom. But it means that they
avoid drinking the cup of God’'s wrath and
of suffering permanent destruction that
comes upon all worshipers of the beast
and its image. And the rich reward is
God's favor that leads to life. Do you wish
to avoid being with the fighters against
God and suffering their fate? Turn NOW

fileWATCHTOWER,

347

to God's Word. Jehovah’s witnesses, who
have put into your hands this copy of
The
free of charge, to learn of God'’s provision
for delivering those who endure so as not
to receive the mark and for saving them
to everlasting life in his righteous new
order.

INVITING HUNGRY ONES TO GOD'S BANQUET FOR ALL PEOPLES

N BANQUET awaits the people of earth.

Who says so? None other than the Al-

I mighty God, Jehovah. He “will certainly
make for all the peoples, in this mountain,
a banquet of well-oiled dishes, a banquet of
wine kept on the dregs, of well-oiled dishes
filled with marrow, of wine kept on the dregs,
filtered.”— Isa. 25:6.*

When will that banquet actually take
place? This banquet has its beginning in our
very day. (Isa. 25:7, 8; 1 Cor. 15:51-57; 1 Thess.
4:14-17) And where will this banquet be pre-
pared? From the context we learn that it
will be in heavenly Mount Zion, the “Jeru-
salem above.” (Gal. 4:26; Heb. 12:22) This
banquet will be enjoyed right here on this
earth, because this earth is the realm over
which God's kingdom rules. By means of that
Kingdom, paradise will be restored world
wide.— Luke 23:43.

This banquet assures that mankind will
never have to go hungry again! They will
have an abundance, even as foretold. (Ps. 65:
1, 9-13; 72:6-8, 16; Rev. 21:4) But this banquet
will not be limited to material food. In fact,
its spiritual food comes first both in time and
in importance. We need God's Word, his in-
structions and commandments telling us what
to do. Living in harmony with his Word and
the doing of his will serve as rich life-
sustaining food and drink, even as with Jesus.
(John 4:34) By growing in the accurate
knowledge of God and living in harmony with
this spiritual food, earth's inhabitants will
gain everlasting life, for ‘death will be swal-
lowed up forever.'—Isa. 25:8.

Today there are more than a million per-

* For details please see The Watchtower, April 15,
1965.

sons who have already begun to feast on this
banquet. Should these keep their present bene-
fits to themselves? How could they if they
have love of neighbor, for today there are
many who are spiritually hungry? Jesus also
said, “Happy are those hungering and thirst-
ing for righteousness, since they will be
filled.” But how? By Christians' inviting them
to partake of God's banquet for all peoples.
Are you having a share in doing this?— Matt.
5:6.

There are many ways in which you can
invite hungry ones to God’'s banquet. You
can do so by going from house to house, call-
ing on people, telling them about this ban-
quet. As you do, make certain to reach the
occupants of each home, calling back re-
peatedly if necessary to find them home. In-
vite people by offering The Watchtower and
Awake! on the streets. Thereby you will reach
many you could not otherwise reach, such as
those living in hotels, those working nights,
and so forth.

God's Word tells us that in connection with
this feast he will remove the ‘envelopment
that is over all people' and that results in
people's being confused, perplexed, unhappy
and hopeless. While God's kingdom will
remove this envelopment, the woven web
work of condemnation restraining men, it is
the privilege of God’s servants to direct the
attention of persons to this divine provision
for relief. However, it takes time, patience
and tact, all prompted by love and guided
by insight or empathy. Nevertheless, the
results are worth the effort, seeing others
enjoy this banquet! Try it and find out for
yourself.—lIsa. 25:7.

Watchtower,are glad to help you,



Ht S | read the invitation for the Bible
lecture to be held in my little home-
town in lllinois in May of 1911, | had no
idea at all what it would eventually mean
to me. How could I have known that it
would lead me to forty-five years of
blessed and joyous service at the cross-
roads of God's visible organization?

However, as | listened to that speech,
I knew | was hearing something good—
unquestionably it was the truth! So the
next Sunday | took my mother and eight-
year-old brother with me to the theater
where the next talk was to be given. There
we found answers to the questions that
puzzle many people who really love their
Creator. Hearing mention of God’s prom-
ise to Abraham that “by means of your
seed all nations of the earth will certainly
bless themselves,” we were sure that we
wanted to share in its fulfillment.—Gen.
22:18.

In no time at all the three of us were
traveling by trolley car to surrounding
towns so we would not miss any of the
Sunday lectures. Could | keep the Bible
truths | heard to myself? Not at all! |
remember on one occasion | went up to
my Baptist Sunday-school teacher and
asked him to explain Matthew 11:11:
“Truly | say to you people, Among those
born of women there has not been raised
up a greater than John the Baptist; but
a person that is a lesser one in the king-
dom of the heavens is greater than he
is.” Since his church put great stock in
John as a Baptist, and here Jesus said
that John would not go to heaven, this
was a distressing question for a twenty-
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year-old lad to ask. Of course, the teacher
had no reply.

Having been baptized as a boy, | never
thought that I might be lacking in this
regard. But in 1913 | went to Madison,
Wisconsin, for my first convention of the
Bible Students, as Jehovah's witnesses
were then known. It was also a chance to
hear Brother Russell, the president of the
Watch Tower Society, speak. Many times
I had read of the traveling speakers
from Bethel, the Society’s headquarters in
Brooklyn, so | looked forward to an op-
portunity to hear one. When Brother Rus-
sell gave the talk on baptism 1 realized
that my church baptism did not picture
my full dedication to Jehovah, so I went
to the lake with the rest who were being
baptized and symbolized what had actually
taken place in my life. And | can honestly
say that never for a moment in the past
fifty-three years have | regretted my ded-
ication to God.

So that we could have regular meetings
in our town we rented a small room over
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a candy store and had a sign painted on
the window, saying that here was the
place where the International Bible Stu-
dents met. The congregation grew until
we had thirteen attending. However, my
thoughts were turning toward Bethel. |
knew it was the earthly crossroads of
theocratic activity. Would it be possible
that someday | could ‘dwell in this house
of Jehovah'? (Ps. 27:4) 1 could only hope.

For some years | had been a substitute
mail carrier for the town Post Office, but
in 1918 | was drafted into the army. At
that time our understanding of a Chris-
tian’s responsibility to the “superior au-
thorities” was not clear, so | accepted
limited service as a conscientious objector.
My assignment was to handle mail on the
military post not far from our town. How
well | remember when the armistice was
signed on November 11, 1918. It was past
10 p.m. and the camp was dark. Then
the lights came on, men began yelling and
everything was in an uproar. Yes, the
people longed for world peace. | longed
for it too, but was confident that Jehovah
would bring it, not men.

LIVING IN THE ‘HOUSE OF GOD’

At a convention in Chicago in 1920 I
told a brother that I wanted to go to
Bethel. Following his suggestion, | wrote
to the Society’s president. To my amaze-
ment, in four days | received a letter
inviting me to come. 1 still have that let-
ter and cherish it highly. Think of it,
just fifteen days after applying, | entered
Bethel. And by Jehovah’s undeserved kind-
ness I am still a member of the Bethel
family. What a privilege! How kind of
Jehovah to let me live in Bethel! Why,
the very name means “house of God.”
No one can begin to appreciate this sacred
place until he has lived here for a time.
Individuals may occasionally disappoint
you, but Bethel is always far better than
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your imagination can conceive. And it
grows better all the time.

‘They do the impossible here.” That
thought has often crossed my mind as |
have seen the dedicated ministers here
tackle things that few would ever think
of doing. An early example of this oc-
curred shortly after 1 began working in
the Society’s factory. Our plant was first
in a store building on Myrtle Avenue.
Then in 1922 we moved to our next fac-
tory, on Concord Street. Up to that time
we had been having the curved printing
plates for our rotary press made by an
outside firm. We wondered: ‘The tech-
nique of making plates by electrotyping
is very involved. Could we learn how to
do it? Could we make our own plates?
‘Impossible,’ many businessmen thought.
Electrotyping was a closed trade, and no
one wanted to teach us the complicated
process.

But Jehovah provided. A brother from
Canada who was an electrotypist came
to Brooklyn and taught us the fundamen-
tals. Then a few of the Bethel family went
on tours of some electrotyping establish-
ments, keeping their eyes open and their
mouths closed. Before long we were doing
our own platemaking. The man who sold
us our first batch of chemicals for the
electrotyping said later that he thought
it would be our first and last order. He
figured it would be impossible for ama-
teurs, as we definitely were, to learn the
technique without years of training. But
he had discounted Jehovah’s spirit. We
made our own plates, and we are still
making them.

A PLACE FOR WORK
Though | worked in the plate depart-
ment for a while, and even helped print
some of The Harp of God, the first book
the Society printed and bound in its own
plant, my main job at Bethel was in the
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composition department. After the type
slugs are set on a Linotype machine, they
have to be “composed” into a magazine
or book. For seventeen years, from 1938
to 1955,1 composed all the foreign maga-
zines printed in the Brooklyn factory.
That was up to twelve different magazines
a month. | have never been a speedy work-
er, but always a steady one. Anyway, at
the end of the day, | have never been
ashamed that | have not done my share
of the work. We always endeavor to do
our best in the Lord’s organization.

Now | have a job that does not require
standing all day. That would be a bit too
much for a man of seventy-five years.
But still there is plenty to do. Putting
my experience in the Post Office to use,
I now work at sorting and deciphering
names and addresses on handwritten sub-
scription slips.

Last September the Society made ar-
rangements for all of us who work in the
Bethel home and offices to spend a few
hours one afternoon on a tour of the fac-
tory. Instead of three rented floors in a
store building, as when 1 came in 1920,
now the Society’s factory takes up three
tall buildings, and plans are in progress
for a fourth. While | was walking through
the composing room, one of the young
workers said: “Here, Brother Woodworth.
How about cleaning some of this type?”
Even after doing other work for the last
eleven years, scraping the burrs off the
type slugs seemed as natural to me as
breathing.

Bethel is a place of variety. Though
there is always an abundance of work, it
takes many different forms. As long as
one is willing to work, and 1 mean work
hard, life at Bethel is a wonderfully in-
teresting experience. Duties in the home
or factory, activity in a New York city
congregation, traveling out on weekend
speaking assignments, yes, there is plenty
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to do. But | set my heart on Bethel and
it has never disappointed me.

Back in 1923 | shared in some extra
work that brought a great blessing into
my life. The Society obtained a tract of
land on Staten Island in order to build
radio station WBBR. Many of the Bethel
family worked Saturday afternoons and
Sundays clearing the land and building
the station. While working there on week-
ends | met Florence Parker. We met again
at a convention in Philadelphia where she
hoped to be baptized. But she missed the
baptism there. Back in those days we had
a small immersion pool in Bethel, so |
mentioned that we would be having a
baptism at Bethel the next Sunday. She
said that she would be there.

As it happened, though, the brother who
was to give the baptism talk asked me if
I would do the immersing. Hence, | bap-
tized the girl who was to mean so much
to me from then on. We were married in
1928; after that Florence served in the
full-time ministry in the New York city
area. She preached to businessmen in the
Empire State Building and other sky-
scrapers on lower Broadway. To me this
seemed almost an impossibility, but she
did it. For thirty-four years she was every-
thing a good wife could be. Finally, she
became ill and, in August 1962, died faith-
ful to the heavenly calling for which she
had been working.

APPRECIATING THE CROSSROADS

In the years since her death, | have
come to appreciate Bethel even more. As
I mentioned, Bethel can be considered a
crossroads, the crossroads of Jehovah's
people. We are continually meeting people
from everywhere, going everywhere. Twice
a year there are a hundred students com-
ing here to attend Gilead School. There
are visiting missionaries and traveling
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representatives of the Society. Also, of
course, there are the members of the fam-
ily itself to meet. That is no small task,
since the family has grown from the 107
that were here when | came in 1920 to
almost 700 now. So you can see that I
have my hands full. Yet | can greet five
out of every six of the family by name.
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and were inquiring of him at his spiritual
temple! Would that mail clerk in Illinois
ever have gone on such travels as a mail
clerk? Quite unlikely. No, I can say with
assurance that no one ever loses a thing
by being a member of the Bethel family.

There are so many features of life at
this remarkable place that, over the years,

| have always liked to get to know peohave drawn me even closer to Bethel, “the

ple. With the busy schedule we have here,
there is little time for visiting, but think
of the joy of being able to talk to people
from all parts of the world at the supper
table. Why, just recently I received a card
from some missionaries who were sent
to Taiwan, the Republic of China. After
forty-five years here | am always meeting
people I know or who share mutual ac-
quaintances. My family of friends spreads
round the globe.

Here we are used to big things. Think
of the conventions we have held that were
so large they stagger the imagination.
Often | participated in the immersions
at the assemblies. Between two and three
thousand persons symbolizing their dedi-
cation to God is a sight to behold.

Being at Bethel has not restricted my
ability to travel to the assemblies. In fact,
it is just the opposite. In 1947 | was able
to go all the way across the country to
attend a convention in California. Then
in 1955 it was my privilege to go to
Europe for a series of conventions. We
went to Canada and there started our trip
on the ship “Arosa Star.” In nine days
we reached England for the first assembly.
Then it was on to Paris, Rome, Berne,
and Nuremberg, Germany, where we used
what used to be Hitler's parade ground
for the convention. How wonderful to see
our Christian brothers from so many lands
in their native costumes and to know that
they too had turned to Jehovah’s house

house of God.” Imagine being able to start
off each weekday with a mature discus-
sion of a Bible text at the breakfast table.
In fact, that is one of the “musts” if we
are to be strong enough to live under the
pressure of much work and active preach-
ing. The head of the Bethel family has
always stressed that the right way to be-
gin a day is to hear and share in a dis-
cussion of the Scriptures.

A number of the family here have spent
nearly all their lives serving the true God.
As with myself, their physical strength
is ebbing away due to old age, but still
they speak about Jehovah’s kingship, “to
make known to the sons of men his mighty
acts and the glory of the splendor of his
kingship.” (Ps. 145:12) The apostle Paul
wrote: “Even if the man we are outside
is wasting away, certainly the man we are
inside is being renewed from day to day.”
(2 Cor. 4:16) This brings us great joy.
For example, recently | was standing on
a busy street corner offering persons cop-
ies of our journals. A man stopped and
accepted the magazines. Then he said: “I
like you people. You're a happy people.”

And | am especially happy for having
had the privilege to dwell in Jehovah's
house these forty-five years. | am thankful
that | attended that first meeting, which
opened up to me this full life. Truly, how
pleasant it has been to “dwell in the house
of Jehovah all the days of my life” —Ps.
27:4.
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DE TRUST that you are diligently making
plans to attend one of “God’s Sons of
Liberty” District Assemblies this summer,
and we would like to impress upon you the
importance of arriving at the convention loca-
tion of your choice by the first day of the
assembly. Why? Because right from the open-
ing day there will be delightful portions of
the program that no one will want to miss. For
example, there will be vivid portrayals of
Bible accounts that are filled with meaning
for us all in this day. These will thrill you
with their graphic and accurate presentation
of vital lessons.
In addition, outstanding Bible discourses will
be heard, effectively spread throughout the

BRITISH ISLES

JUNE 8-12: Blacl'g)ool. Football
Rd. Rooming:: ingdom Hall,
Cleveleys, Blackpool.

JULY 6-10: Cardiff. Football
Rooming: Kingdom Hall,
Cardiff.

JULY 27-31: Glasgow. The Ice Rink, off Glasgow Rd.,

Ground, Bloomfield
Victoria Road W.,

Ground, Ninian Park.
York Street, Canton,

Paisley. Rooming: Kingdom Hall, 21 School Wynd,
Paisley, Glasgow.
AUGUS 24-28: London. Rugby Union Football

Ground, Whitton Rd., Twickenham, Middx. Room-
ing: Same address.

CANADA AND UNITED STATES

JUNE 22-26: Toronto, Ont. (English; some Italian
sessions) Grandstand, Exhibition Park. Rooming:
959 College St., Toronto 4, Ont.

JUNE 29-JULY 3: Corner Brook, Newfoundland.
Humber Gardens, Ball Diversion. Rooming: King-
dom Hall, Wellington St., Corner Brook, Newfound-
land. Lihue, Kauai, Hawaii. Elsie H. Wilcox Ele-
mentary School. Rooming: R.R. 1, Box 255 A, Kapaa,
Hawaii 96746.

JULY 6-10: Halifax, N.S. Halifax Forum, 2901 Wind-
sor St. Rooming: 5519 Almon St., Halifax, N.S.

JULY 13-17: Honokaa, Hawaii. Honokaa High School
Auditorium. Rooming: Box 427, Honokaa, Hawaii
96727. Montreal, Que. (English) The Forum, 2313
Ste. Catherine W. Rooming: 1637 Ste. Catherine
St. W., Montreal 25, Que. Montreal, Que. (French)
Marche Atwater, Atwater & Notre Dame. Room-

anning to Come?

days of the assembly. You will want to hear
them all, for each one will play a vital part
in thoroughly equipping you for life and service
in the days that lie just ahead. Consider some

of these fascinating topics that will be pre-
sented on the program: “Building on a Right
Foundation with Fire-Resistant Materials,”

“Making Grateful Use of a Penny,” “Liberty-
giving Worship and Freedom of Worship,”
and “Preach a Release to the Captives.” Then,
too, there will be the widely advertised public
talk, “What Has God’'s Kingdom Been Doing
Since 1914?” Be sure to come early and reap
the benefit of each day’s full and informative
program.

ing 1637 Ste. Catherine St. W., Montreal 25 Que.

JULY 27-31: Honolulu, Hawaii. McKinley High School
Auditorium. Rooming: 3840 Kaimuki Ave., Honolulu,
Hawaii 96816. Winnipeg, Man. Winnipeg Arena,
Empress St. & Rapelje Ave. Rooming: 1338 Main St.,
Winnif?eg 4, Man. . )

AUGUST 3-7: Dallas, Tex. (English & Spanish) Mar-
ket Hall, 2200 Stemmons_Freeway. Rooming: 234 S.
Patton St., Dallas, Tex. 75203. Newark, N.J. (Span-
ish only) Newark Armory, 180 Sussex Ave. Rooming:
129 Morris Ave., Newark, N.J. 07103. San Francisco,
Calif. (English & Spanish) Candlestick Park Sta-
dium, San Francisco, Calif. Rooming: 3435 Alemany
Blvd.,, San Francisco, Calif. 94132, Vancouver, B.C.
Empire Stadium, Exhibition Park. Rooming: 3280
Grandview Hwy., Vancouver 12, B.C.

AUGUST 10-14: Anchorage, Alaska. West Anchorage
High School Auditorium, 1700 Hillcrest Dr. Rooming:
1438 Medfra St., Anchorage, Alaska 99501

AUGUST 17-21: Baltimore, Md. Baltimore Memorial
Stadium, 33d & Ellerslie Ave. Rooming: 7821 Edd-
lynch Rd., Baltimore, Md. 21222.

AUGUST 24-28: Miami Beach, Fla. (English & Span-
ish) Miami Beach Convention Hall, 1700 Washington
Ave. Rooming: 6620 N. Miami Ave., Miami, Fla.
33150. Mobile, Ala. Municipal Auditorium-Theater,
401 Auditorium Dr. Rooming: 4059 Halls Mill Rd.,
Mobile, Ala. 36609.

BERMUDA

JULY 28-31: Hamilton, Bermuda.

Kingdom Hall,
Ewing St. Rooming: Box 72, Hamilton,

Bermuda.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FIELD MINISTRY

Jehovah God is the Provider of a banquet
for all peoples. Already men of all nations
are feasting on the satisfying spiritual pro-
visions he has made, and it is the privilege of
those who do so to invite others to join them.
This Jehovah’s witnesses will do during June
by offering to others the New World Transla-

tion of the Holy Scriptures along with the
book (€Things in Which It Is Impossible for
God to L ie and two booklets, for $1.50.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS

June 26: God’s Service—A Cause for Joy.
Page 329.

July 3: Finding Joy in God’s Service Today.
Page 335.
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