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Missionaries to Fill the Need
AVE you ever wished that some­
one would sit down with you in 

your home and help you to understand the 
Bible? Would you like to be better ac­
quainted with the life and teachings of Je­
sus Christ? Do you often wonder what the 
Scriptures have to say about this present 
time of trouble, and the prospects for the 
future?

If you do not know the Bible as well as 
you would like, you have much company. 
Many persons who have attended church 
most of their lives have not been ade­
quately taught the Bible. Regarding this 
the February 18, 1966, issue of Christiani­
ty Today said:

“Seminary professors know that it is 
futile to expect their entering students 
who have been under the instruction of 
the Church all their lives to have any­
thing approaching an ordered knowledge 
of the main context of Scripture. . . .  As 
the prophet Amos said to Israel, there is 
a famine in the land, a famine of hearing 
the Word of God.”

The failure of Christendom’s religions to 
provide Bible instruction has resulted in 
a great need for teachers of God’s Word. 
To fill this need, Jehovah’s witnesses, now 
over a million strong world wide, call regu­
larly at the homes of people everywhere 
and offer to study the Bible with interest­
ed persons in their own homes free of

charge. Also, with this need in mind the 
Watchtower Bible School of Gilead was 
established in February 1943, and it now 
sends out some 100 specially trained mis­
sionaries every six months to scores of 
lands. On Sunday, February 27, the 
school’s forty-first class of 103 students 
graduated.

At the graduation exercises held in the 
large Jehovah’s Witnesses Assembly Hall 
in New York City, 1,905 persons gathered 
to listen to parting words of admonition.

The vice-president of the Watch Tow­
er Society, F. W. Franz, opened his re­
marks by pointing back to the middle of 
World War II when, in September 1942, 
the president of the Society addressed a 
vast audience in Cleveland, Ohio, on the 
subject “Peace—Can It Last?” Franz 
asked: “Was the speaker, Nathan H. 
Knorr, crazy? Didn’t he know what state 
the affairs of the world were in?”

Franz went on to explain that the re­
marks of the speaker were perfectly sane, 
for God’s Word foresaw the end of World 
War II, and following it a postwar peace 
that would not last. “Now, here we are,” 
Franz continued, “ in the twenty-first year 
of this peace since World War II, and the 
prediction is that this peace will not last. 
. . .  It should fill you with a sense of ur­
gency,” Franz told the students, “ to real­
ize that the sands in the hourglass up
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above are running out, and the time is 
coming to a close for this work that has 
to be done before this peace ends.”

“Look at what people are facing,” Franz 
urged. “Not exactly the outbreak of World 
War III, a battle between men, no, but 
what you are facing and people in your 
assignments are facing is foretold in the 
Word of God.” He then turned his audi­
ence’s attention to Isaiah 66:15-18, where 
it shows that people are facing the coming 
of Jehovah “as a very fire” to execute his 
anger against all flesh.

“So, then, what are you going to do?” 
Franz asked. “What use are you going to 
make of the peace in which we still find 
ourselves until it ends . . .  at Armaged­
don?” He then urged the students to serve 
as “a sign” to the “nations,” and direct 
people to God’s organization, represented 
in the Bible by “Jerusalem.”—Isa. 66:19- 
24; 2:2, 3.

The Watch Tower Society’s president, 
N. H. Knorr, then brought the morning 
program to a close with practical admoni­
tion on how to realize happiness in living. 
Pointing to the key to happy living given 
at Ecclesiastes 3:12, 13, Knorr empha­
sized: “It’s such a simple way of living, 
and it sums up what every one of us is do­
ing every day of our lives.”  The texts 
read: “I have come to know that there is 
nothing better for them than to rejoice 
and to do good during one’s life: and also 
that every man should eat and indeed 
drink and see good for all his hard work. 
It is the gift of God.”

“God has provided us food and drink 
and work to do,” Knorr explained. So by 
eating, drinking and performing hard 
work, we can rejoice in the good we have 
done. “Every day in our life, we should be 
able to retire at night being glad, happy, 
for that day of life, because we should be 
able to see the good that we did because 
of our hard work.”

B r o o k l y n , N.Y.
“When Jesus came to the earth, he 

worked,”  Knorr pointed out. He finished 
God’s work. (John 4:34) Jehovah God had 
made the promise that a deliverer would 
come forth to wipe out the Devil’s organi­
zation, bring peace to the earth and re­
move sin. Jesus was sent to the earth to 
vindicate God’s name and provide the ran­
som sacrifice, that sin might be taken 
away. “So Jesus came to finish that which 
Jehovah God started,” Knorr explained. 
“And he did; he bought the whole human 
family, and he sat down at the right hand 
of his Father in heaven until the establish­
ment of the righteous government that 
will bring peace and prosperity to every­
one that loves life.”

Directing attention to their work ahead, 
Knorr told the graduating class of mis­
sionaries that there was much to do. 
“There are millions of people in this earth 
that need assistance in the understanding 
of God’s Word,” he said. “Here is where 
the whole world is weak; they do not have 
the knowledge of the Word of God.”  So 
Knorr emphasized: “Work hard, and then 
you will rejoice because of the things you 
are doing.”

After the 103 students were presented 
with their assignments, a representative of 
the student body read a resolution ex­
pressing their willingness to go any place 
in the world. “When we came to school we 
were like Isaiah, who said: ‘Here I am.’ 
Now with the benefits of having attend­
ed Gilead School behind us . . .  we hearti­
ly say, ‘Send me,’ yes, send us out that we 
might do our part in declaring the great 
name of our God and Father, Jehovah.”

Should these missionaries, or any other 
of Jehovah’s witnesses, call at your home 
and offer to study the Bible with you, ac­
cept their invitation. Learn about and ac­
cept God’s grand provisions for everlasting 
life in happiness.
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W 1
rHETHER 
you are 

one of the 900 
million persons 
on earth  who 
p ro fe ss  to  be 
C h ris t ian s  or 
not, the matter 
o f  l o y a l t y  to  
Christ the King 
is still a matter wor­
thy of your most seri­
ous and urgent con­
sideration. Why?

I t  i s  b e c a u s e  
Christ’s kingdom is a gov­
ernment or, as the apostle 
Paul called it, “an adminis­
tration”  to bring “ all 
things together again in 
the Christ, the things in 
the heavens and the things on the earth.” 
(Eph. 1:10) Additionally, the fact faces us 
that this government, from its heavenly 
capital, has openly declared its purpose to 
control and exercise regal administration 
over every square foot of the 196,950,284 
square miles of earth’s surface. (Ps. 2:6, 
8, 9) This, naturally, includes the country 
and area where you live.

Do you expect that any of today’s na­
tions, inside or outside the so-called 
“Atomic Club,” will peaceably accept such 
Kingdom rule? Does the Bible lead us to 
believe that the religious organizations of 
Christendom will convince any nation to 
do so? No, it shows that they will all “bat­
tle with the Lamb, but, because he is Lord 
of lords and King of kings, the Lamb will 
conquer them.”—Rev. 17:14; 16:14-16; 
19:11-18.

The question is, Can you, apart from the 
action of the nations, personally and in­
dividually submit to the authority of this 
coming World Ruler? Can you prove your­

Proving Yourself self his loyal sub­
ject  w orthy o f  
life under his 
rule? If so, how?

Christ the King
Many look to Christ 

as their Redeemer but 
forget that he is 

also King. What does 
this mean for you?

CITIZENS 
AND SUBJECTS 

OF THE KINGDOM

In these trou­
bled times thou­

sands of persons sur­
m ount formidable 
barriers, even risking 
their lives, to gain en­
try into other nations. 

As a rule, they seek more 
prosperous living condi­
tions or greater stability 
and security in a politically 
upset world. You probably 
appreciate the effort in­

volved in transferring to and gaining the 
right of residence in a new country. How­
ever, for you to prove yourself a loyal sub­
ject of Christ the King does not require 
you to move from where you live or to 
give up the citizenship you presently hold. 
Still, an even greater change must take 
place for you to qualify as his subject, a 
change motivated by far higher interest 
than mere economic or political security. 
What is the change?

A loyal subject of Christ’s kingdom 
must take a course like that of men of 
pre-Christian times, such as Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, who, although they did 
not receive the Kingdom promises during 
their lives, “saw them afar off and wel­
comed them and publicly declared that 
they were strangers and temporary resi­
dents in the land.” (Heb. 11:13) They 
thereby showed that their faith, hopes and 
trust were all bound up in the coming 
kingdom and not in the political nations 
within whose borders they resided.
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The Kingdom promises first began to 

be realized when Christ Jesus was resur­
rected to heaven. On Pentecost 33 C.E. he 
poured out holy spirit on those believers 
present who were in line to be joint heirs 
with him in his kingdom. He thus began 
ruling as king toward such ones. That is 
why the apostle in his day could say that 
God “delivered us from the authority of 
the darkness and transplanted us into the 
kingdom of the Son of his love.” (Col. 1: 
13) God chose them to be heirs with his 
Son in the heavenly kingdom. Even though 
these Christians continued to be respectful 
and law-abiding citizens in the nations 
where they resided, the Bible record shows 
that they transferred their allegiance from 
worldly government to God’s anointed 
King.

This does not mean, however, that 
Christ’s Kingdom rule was established 
toward all the earth and its nations in the 
year 33 C.E. Years after the outpouring 
of the holy spirit at Pentecost the apostle 
Paul wrote about Christ’s ascension: “This 
man offered one sacrifice for sins perpet­
ually and sat down at the right hand of 
God, from then on awaiting until his ene­
mies should be placed as a stool for his 
feet.”  (Heb. 10:12,13) God would not give 
to his Son the command, “ Go subduing in 
the midst of your enemies,” until the fore­
told “time of the end,” in which we now 
live. This would mark Christ’s entry into 
full Kingdom power.—Ps. 110:1, 2; Matt. 
25:31-33; Rev. 12:7-12.

Today, nationalistic pride is rapidly be­
coming one of the most divisive forces on 
earth, causing those possessed of it to feel 
that they are different from or even su­
perior to other persons who are not part 
of their worldly nation. As a loyal subject 
of Christ the King, should you share such 
an attitude? To do so would show that the 
needed change in your life had not taken 
place. You would certainly not be viewing

B r o o k l y n , N .Y .

things as does Jesus.—Compare Ephe­
sians 2:11-18.

In a letter to the Christian congregation 
in Philippi, the apostle Paul emphasized 
this fact. Though the people of this colony 
in Macedonia generally prided themselves 
on their possessing Roman citizenship, 
Paul wrote his Christian brothers there: 
“As for us, our citizenship exists in the 
heavens, from which place also we are ea­
gerly waiting for a savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.”  Also, Paul wrote to those in Ephe­
sus who had turned their allegiance to 
Christ the King: “Certainly, therefore, 
you are no longer strangers and alien resi­
dents, but you are fellow citizens of the 
holy ones and are members of the house­
hold of God.”—Phil. 3:20; Eph. 2:19.

True, the Scriptures show that this 
heavenly citizenship is limited to 1 
persons who have been “bought from the 
earth.” (Rev. 14:1-4) However, the op­
portunity is held out to all rightly dis­
posed persons of the earth to gain the po­
sition of earthly subjects of that heavenly 
government. They are properly termed 
“subjects” since they owe their allegiance 
to a monarch and receive his protection 
and blessings, but do not share his kingly 
power.—Rev. 7:9, 10.

Thousands of persons throughout the 
earth today are availing themselves of this 
opportunity as a result of hearing the 
good news about Christ’s Kingdom rule. 
They earnestly desire his taking control of 
all the earth, since the promise is that in 
“his days the righteous one will sprout, 
and the abundance of peace until the moon 
is no more. And he will have subjects from 
sea to sea and from the River to the ends 
of the earth.”—Ps. 72:7, 8.

GAINING THE DESIRED STATUS
In many countries a resident alien who 

wishes to be granted full status as a citi­
zen or as a subject must first make a
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“Declaration of Intention.”  He thus be­
comes a “ declarant,” and usually gains 
the protection of that nation while resid­
ing within its borders. Nevertheless, to 
attain eventually to full citizenship, he 
must prove that he is law-abiding. His na­
tive country, however, may view his “dec­
laration”  as a renunciation of his original 
citizenship, and, since he does not yet have 
full status in his new land, he may now be 
considered a stateless person, a “man 
without a country.”  If he leaves the bor­
ders of his new land he cannot claim its 
protection in time of difficulty.

In a similar way, any who today want 
to be subjects of Christ Jesus the King 
must declare their intention. As the King 
himself stated: “ I say, then, to you, Every­
one that confesses union with me before 
men, the Son of man will also confess un­
ion with him before the angels of God. 
But he that disowns me before men will 
be disowned before the angels of God.” 
—Luke 12:8, 9.

Obedience is also required. Could you 
honestly say that the 900 million persons 
today who call themselves Christians ac­
tually live according to the instructions 
and principles of Christ’s government as 
set out in the Bible? No. Their failure to 
do so belies their claims to be his loyal 
subjects. Any immigrant who pursued 
such a course would never be admitted to 
citizenship or full status as a subject.

Nor is it enough for you to make your­
self only a “ declarant” for Christ’s king­
dom, perhaps by taking up a study of the 
Bible or even by speaking favorably to 
others about the Kingdom. You must go 
all the way if you want to assure yourself 
of the right to a position of full protection 
and favor both now and in the new system 
of things that Christ’s rule will bring to 
earth. Any return to your former position 
of placing your trust in the present system
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of things would remove all promise of his 
protection for you.—Heb. 10:38, 39.

Usually after a period of years of re­
siding in a new country a declarant may 
file a “Petition for Naturalization” giving 
proof as to residence, deportment, and sup­
port of the constitution of that particular 
nation. To prepare for this step the appli­
cant generally pursues a course of study 
to gain knowledge and understanding of 
the nation’s history and its principles and 
form of government. If he is accepted, the 
applicant then must make an oath of re­
nunciation of his former citizenship and 
an oath of allegiance to the new govern­
ment of which he is to become a citizen 
or a subject.

In a spiritual sense, any person who as­
pires to life in the new system of things 
under Kingdom rule ought to show the 
sincerity of his desire by separating him­
self from the present system of things and 
drawing close to Christ’s kingdom as his 
true hope. He also does this by his asso­
ciation with those who loyally serve that 
Kingdom. Even though such ones are scat­
tered throughout all nations, they are a 
united and congregated people who have 
made a firm stand for Christ’s kingdom. 
Among them one can prepare himself by 
a serious study to learn what is required 
of him as a subject of that kingdom. If 
this is your aim, you will need to learn 
the history of that promised government 
as recorded in the Bible. This includes the 
Hebrew Scriptures with their account of 
the typical kingdom of Davidic rulers, 
which kingdom foreshadowed that of 
Christ. You will need to learn about the 
structure of the government and its prin­
ciples so that you can develop true devo­
tion and loyalty to them. You also need to 
bring your conduct into harmony with 
those righteous principles.

Eventually the one seeking full status
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before the King must make a formal peti­
tion for acceptance, and this he can do by 
making a dedication of himself, not to the 
Kingdom government, nor even to its 
King, but to the Kingdom’s very Source 
and Author, Jehovah God. Such dedication 
is publicly manifested by water baptism. 
This is at the King’s own command. (Matt. 
28:18-20) By doing this, a person becomes 
eligible to form part of that “great crowd” 
described in Revela­
tion 7:9, 10, who are 
“out of all nations 
and tribes and peo­
ples and tongues, 
standing before the 
throne and before 
the Lamb . . . And 
they keep on crying with a loud voice, 
saying: ‘Salvation we owe to our God, who 
is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb.’ ”

Such an oath or vow of dedication to 
Jehovah God and of allegiance to his King- 
Son, Christ Jesus, is a serious step, bring­
ing obligations far superior to those of any 
oaths made to an earthly government. 
That is why, when the religious Supreme 
Court of their native land ordered Jesus’ 
apostles to stop doing work in the interest 
of the Kingdom, they loyally replied: “We 
must obey God as ruler rather than men.” 
—Acts 5:29.

THE REWARD FOR LOYALTY

Those who now loyally advocate God’s 
kingdom by Christ Jesus are assured his 
full support. They may expect opposition, 
but even when haled before kings and 
governors they have their own King’s 
promise: “I will give you a mouth and 
wisdom, which all your opposers together 
will not be able to resist or dispute. . . . 
You will be objects of hatred by all people 
because of my name. And yet not a hair

B r o o k l y n , N .Y .

of your heads will by any means 
—Luke 21:12-19.

Even as happened with some of the 
early disciples and apostles, some today 
may die for their loyalty to Christ the 
King, not because of any wrongdoing, but 
because they insist on living in harmony 
with his right principles and refuse to vio­
late his commands. But even if they tem­
porarily perish they have his assurance 

that they will receive 
a resurrection to life 
in God’s new order. 
—Luke 9:23, 24.

Those loyal sub­
jects who live to see 
the time of Christ’s 
taking action against 

all opposers of his kingdom will not expe­
rience the calamity of others who have put 
their trust in worldly governments or who 
have failed to follow through in gaining 
an approved status before the King. When 
the present systems of rule disintegrate in 
the Armageddon fight, those who trusted 
in worldly governments will suddenly find 
themselves to be men and women “with­
out a country.” In contrast, at the battle’s 
end, the obedient subjects of Christ’s king­
dom will hear his invitation: “ Come, you 
who have my Father’s blessing, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the 
founding of the world.”—Matt. 25:34; 
Luke 19:26, 27.

In gratitude to the King’s Father, Jeho­
vah God, the prayer of all such loyal ones, 
then as now, will be: “Grant us, after we 
have been rescued from the hands of ene­
mies, the privilege of fearlessly rendering 
sacred service to him with loyalty and 
righteousness before him all our days.” 
(Luke 1:74, 75) If that is your prayer, 
then prove yourself a loyal subject of 
Christ the King now.
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"W e  are G od's fellow workers. You people are G od ’s 
field under cultivation, G o d ’s b u ild in g.”

T HERE is a joy in see­
ing a job well done.

This is true whether the job 
is large or small, involves 
many persons or you alone, 
is completed quickly or ex­
tends over a long period of 
time. Noah and his family 
must have felt keen satisfac­
tion in completing the ark 
on time; then herding the 
animals into it, finally seal­
ing it shut before the rains 
came. Moses and the Israel­
ites, in completing in its in­
tricate details the tabernacle in the wilder­
ness, must have felt that same thrill. 
Solomon and those who labored with him 
must have rejoiced when the magnificent 
temple was completed on Mount Moriah in 
Jerusalem in 1027 B.C.E., and the cloud, 
signifying God’s approval, filled it so that 
the priests could not enter.

2 Are you one who enjoys the thrill of 
true accomplishment? Then what if you 
were given the privilege of participating 
in the greatest work ever done on earth 
by man? In this you would associate with 
thousands of devoted men and women of 
all nations. You would engage in a work 
that is for the greatest possible good of 
righteous-minded persons. It is a work 
that started over nineteen hundred years 
ago and is now reaching its grand climax. 
It will be completed in this generation. 
An energetic lover of God would surely 
be interested in such a work.

3 ‘But,’ you may object, ‘that sounds like 
a ministerial work, and it is my under­
standing that that is a profession that is 
waning in popularity.’ ‘In fact,’ you might 
say, ‘I know that this is the reason there 
is a shortage of ministers and priests 
throughout the world and the shortage is 
getting more acute all the time. It would 
probably be a very frustrating career.’

4Let us get the correct view of this 
work from the outset, doing so in a 
straightforward manner. The opportunity 
to engage in this grand work does not 
mean becoming a clergyman in one of the 
nominal religions of the day. While the 
invitation is to a ministerial work, it does 
not have the remotest resemblance to the 
preaching that is done in the churches of 
Christendom today, nor has it any con­
nection therewith. There is a wonderful 
difference.

3 First of all, one should be interested in

1. (a) How should one feel in seeing a job well done, 
and what factors should not make a difference ?
(b) Give some Scriptural examples of assignments well 
done where satisfaction must have been experienced.
2. Describe a work, participation in which should give 
the thrill of true accomplishment.

3. How might some object to a religious or ministerial 
work?
4. If one would object to a work such as the clergy 
of Christendom engage in, what should he keep in 
mind?
5. (a) What should initially catch one’s interest? 
(b) Who is behind this work, and what did he say?
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just who is behind this work and thus ex­
tends the invitation to participate. The 
opportunity to engage in this grandest of 
all work opens up through a command 
from Christ Jesus given to his followers 
and which is recorded at Matthew 28:19, 
20, namely: “Go therefore and make dis­
ciples of people of all the nations, baptiz­
ing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the holy spirit, teaching 
them to observe all the things I have com­
manded you.”

6 Before discussing the pleasant details 
of this work and especially the thrill of 
sharing in completing it in these last days, 
we should ask, What is a disciple? He is 
“One who receives instruction from an­
other. One who accepts the doctrines of 
another and assists in spreading and im­
plementing them.” Also, “A convinced ad­
herent of a school (as a philosophy, art, 
or politics),” according to Webster’s 
Third New International Dictionary of 
1963. While this definition from this au­
thoritative secular source helps us nicely 
to get some understanding of the meaning 
of the word, yet it is not sufficient. We 
are interested in a Bible meaning. The 
latter part of that definition, according to 
the modern usage of the word, shows that 
one could be a disciple of a person or or­
ganization that taught false religious doc­
trines and could even be a disciple of that 
which has nothing to do with the Bible.

7 We, however, have in mind the true 
scope of the word as used by Christ 
Jesus when he made the statement from 
which our theme is taken. He was not en­
couraging his followers to make disciples 
of “philosophy, art, or politics” or even 
“ the church of your choice.” He was en­
couraging them to make disciples of him-
6. (a) What is a disciple, according to one authority? 
(b) According to this definition, what kind of disciple 
could one become?
7. What kind of disciples did Jesus have in mind 
when he encouraged the making of them?
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self and to “ observe all the things I have 
commanded you.” We will want to re­
member, too, that Jesus did not teach his 
own ideas but, as he said, “I cannot do 
a single thing of my own initiative; just 
as I hear, I judge; and the judgment I ren­
der is righteous, because I seek, not my 
own will, but the will of him that sent 
me.” (Matt. 28:20; John 5:30) We are 
speaking, then, of disciples in the true 
Christian sense of the word, and not in 
any worldly sense that has developed 
since Jesus properly used the expression. 
They would be persons who understood 
and accepted the teachings of Christ Jesus 
and followed him closely in spreading 
them.

8 Appreciating what a Christian disci­
ple is, we are interested in how they can 
be made. What better way of finding this 
out could there be than to go back to the 
time when Christ Jesus issued the com­
mand and discover exactly what he had 
been doing in making disciples? Had he 
been following the example of the clergy 
of his day? Hardly! To these he said: 
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo­
crites! because you traverse sea and dry 
land to make one proselyte, and when he 
becomes one you make him a subject for 
Gehenna twice as much so as yourselves.” 
(Matt. 23:15) Additionally, of these he 
said: “The scribes and the Pharisees have 
seated themselves in the seat of Moses. 
Therefore all the things they tell you, do 
and observe, but do not do according to 
their deeds, for they say but do not per­
form. They bind up heavy loads and put 
them upon the shoulders of men, but they 
themselves are not willing to budge them 
with their finger. All the works they do 
they do to be viewed by men; for they 
broaden the scripture-containing cases 
that they wear as safeguards, and enlarge
8. (a) What is the best way to find out just how 
disciples can be made? (b) Whose example did he 
not follow, and how do we know?
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the fringes of their garments. They like 
the most prominent place at evening meals 
and the front seats in the synagogues, and 
the greetings in the market places and to 
be called Rabbi by men. But you, do not 
you be called Rabbi, for one is your teach­
er, whereas all you are brothers.” (Matt. 
23:2-8) No, this was not Jesus’ method 
of finding sheeplike persons and opening 
up to them the way to become his fol­
lowers.

9 His was a revolutionary method, de­
signed to meet a specific need. He was not 
looking for hangers-on or mere listeners. 
He was looking for men who
wanted to learn the “good news,” as he 
called it, who would be willing to take 
their stand for the truth when they rec­
ognized it and who would, in turn, dedi­
cate their lives to the work of making yet 
other disciples when shown how. And 
looking for them did not mean opening up 
a church and waiting for someone to wan­
der in. It meant his taking the initiative 
and going to the people, that he might 
speak to them personally. He knew from 
the beginning that there was no better 
way to reach the people with his vital mes­
sage than the way he was now opening up.

10 And in doing this, what ingenuity he 
did use! He preached to crowds on a moun­
tainside, in his hometown synagogue and 
other synagogues, in the temple at Jeru­
salem, from a boat at the seashore, in 
isolated places, in private homes, and 
“from city to city and from village to vil­
lage.”—Matt. 5:1; 12:9; 13:54; 14:13, 14; 
Luke 5:3; 8:1; 10:38, 39; 19:2, 5, 6.

“ And to what kind of persons did he 
preach? Young and old, men and women, 
rich and poor, the sick and the well.
9. (a) For what kind of persons was he and for what 
kind of persons was he not looking? (b) How did he 
and how did he not look for them?
10. How did he show ingenuity in his work of making 
disciples?
11. What kind of persons did he preach to, but which 
kind responded most favorably?
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Though he spoke to all, it was the com­
mon people who responded most favor­
ably. His apostles, for example, were most­
ly men from the working class.

12 Would men from these various walks 
of life make good ministers? Why not? 
They could learn doctrine and principle as 
well as anyone. Besides, not only would 
Jesus tutor them in the truth of God’s 
purposes, but he would instruct them and 
train them in just how to preach and 
teach. They would be vigorous, enthusi­
astic persons, willing and able to work.

13 First it was the twelve apostles whom 
“Jesus sent forth, giving them these or­
ders . . . ” (Matt. 10:5) Jesus then con­
tinued and gave detailed instructions for 
the house-to-house and city-to-city work 
in which they would engage. This is re­
corded for us in the tenth chapter of Mat­
thew, and then Matthew 11:1 says: “Now 
when Jesus had finished giving instruc­
tions to his twelve disciples, he set out 
from there to teach and preach in their 
cities.”

“ Later this activity expanded when 
“the Lord designated seventy others and 
sent them forth by twos in advance of 
him into every city and place to which 
he himself was going to come. Then he 
began to say to them: ‘The harvest, in­
deed, is great, but the workers are few. 
Therefore beg the Master of the harvest 
to send out workers into his harvest.’ ” 
(Luke 10:1, 2) Was this early tour in 
God’s service successful? Luke 10:17 an­
swers: “Then the seventy returned with 
joy.” And verse twenty-one adds: “In that 
very hour he [Jesus] became overjoyed in 
the holy spirit and said: ‘I publicly praise 
you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
12. Why should we expect that those from the working 
class would make good ministers?
13. How did training ministers for the discipling work 
begin, and is there evidence that thorough instruction
was given?
14. How was the work later expanded, and how do 
we know that it was successful?
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because you have carefully hidden these 
things from wise and intellectual ones, and 
have revealed them to babes. Yes, O Fa­
ther, because to do thus came to be the 
way approved by you.’ ” Jesus’ method 
of making disciples was sound in its con­
ception and was proving thrillingly effec­
tive and successful in its execution!

15 This was to be proved true on an even 
larger scale shortly after the death of Je­
sus. That the apostles and others of his 
followers understood clearly what was ex­
pected of them is shown by their activity 
and the results. Peter’s speech, recorded 
in the second chapter of Acts of the Apos­
tles, resulted in 3,000 being baptized, and 
shortly thereafter the number grew to 
5,000. (Acts 2:41; 4:4) Their success was 
attested to by the high priest when some 
of the apostles were brought into the San­
hedrin hall. “And the high priest ques­
tioned them and said: ‘We positively or­
dered you not to keep teaching upon the 
basis of this name, and yet, look! you have 
filled Jerusalem with your teaching.’ ” 
(Acts 5:27, 28) That these servants of 
God were not to be intimidated, but that 
the discipling work would continue, was 
shown by their answer, “We must obey 
God as ruler rather than men.’’ (Acts 5: 
29) The preaching work was mushroom­
ing and the disciples were multiplying!

A PAUSE IN THE DISCIPLING WORK
16 How has this work progressed since 

then? Has it expanded into the hundreds 
of so-called “Christian” religions with 
their millions of adherents in various parts 
of the world today? How wonderful it 
would be if we could say “Yes” in answer 
to these questions. But unfortunately it is
15. (a) How do we know that Jesus’ method of making 
disciples was successful even after his death? (b) Did 
Jesus’ followers show conviction and courage in car­
rying out their assignment?
16. Did that early work of making disciples continue 
and expand into the religious work we see in Chris­
tendom today, and what are some reasons why we 
so answer?

B r o o k l y n , N .Y .

not possible to answer so. No, what we 
see in Christendom today is not an ex­
pansion of the fine Christianity of Jesus’ 
day. The facts, Scriptural and secular, 
show otherwise. There was a pause in the 
work, as started by Jesus and the apostles, 
and this pause was clearly foretold by Je­
sus and some of his apostles. Its occur­
rence should not have come as a surprise 
then nor should understanding it be so 
difficult now.

17 In the parable of the sower, recorded 
at Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43, Jesus illus­
trated how there would be a corrupting of 
that original Christianity, and this would 
be both as to organization and as to doc­
trine. Imitation Christians as “weeds” 
were sown by Satan among the true Chris­
tians, who were pictured as “wheat.” Be­
cause, as matters developed, there would 
be a period of time when it would be diffi­
cult or impossible to tell them apart, it 
would be necessary for the master to al­
low them to grow together until the “har­
vest” time. Then the “weeds” would be 
clearly identified and the separating work 
could take place.

18 The fall of that early organization 
from true Christianity took place after the 
death of the twelve apostles but had its 
beginning even before their passing from 
the scene in death. Note Paul’s warning at 
Acts 20:29, 30: “ I know that after my 
going away oppressive wolves will enter in 
among you and will not treat the flock 
with tenderness, and from among you 
yourselves men will rise and speak twisted 
things to draw away the disciples after 
themselves.” He also said: “For there will 
be a period of time when they will not put 
up with the healthful teaching, but, in 
accord with their own desires, they will
17. What did Jesus illustrate in the parable of the 
sower?
18. When did the falling away from true Christianity 
begin, and what did the apostles Paul and Peter say 
about this?
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accumulate teachers for themselves to 
have their ears tickled; and they will turn 
their ears away from the truth, whereas 
they will be turned aside to false stories.” 
(2 Tim. 4:3, 4) Peter warned: “However, 
there also came to be false prophets among 
the people, as there will also be false 
teachers among you. These very ones will 
quietly bring in destructive sects and will 
disown even the owner that bought them, 
bringing speedy destruction upon them­
selves.”—2 Pet. 2:1, 2; 2 Thess. 2:7.

19 From then on, down through the cen­
turies, including the Middle Ages, the 
Dark Ages, Christendom with her cru­
sades, wars and inquisitions was anything 
but Christian. Could Christendom, with 
her belief in such pagan doctrines as hell- 
fire, purgatory, immortality of the human 
soul, trinity, and so forth, be truly Chris­
tian? And what of her involvement in poli­
tics, commercialism, wars and gambling? 
Besides, do you see her clergy or the mem­
bers of the church busily engaged in the 
discipling work of Christ Jesus and the 
apostles in the manner that the Bible de­
scribes and to which we have previously 
referred? No, Christendom today is not 
Christian and is not fulfilling Jesus’ com­
mand to make true disciples. Many state­
ments by prominent clergymen show that 
this is so. It is freely admitted.

20 Who, then, is doing the discipling 
work today? There can be no doubt of 
this. It is the Christian witnesses of Jeho­
vah. The revival of the work of making 
disciples is to be found in that organiza­
tion in these last days. They have freed 
themselves from the constricting creeds 
and contaminating false doctrines of the 
nominal churches. They have freed them-
19. What are some evidences that, down through the 
centuries and also now, Christendom was not and is 
not Christian?
20. (a) By whom is the discipling work being done 
today, and how have they prepared themselves tor 
the assignment? (b) What additional command is now 
tied in with Matthew 28:19 as applicable especially 
for our day?
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selves from the hierarchical, congregation­
al and all other forms of church rule that 
are unscriptural and they are governed 
by theocratic rule. Finally, they have tak­
en up the method of work established by 
Christ Jesus and followed by the apostles 
and early disciples. This method was not 
adopted simply to conform to a Scriptural 
pattern now outmoded. No, it is being 
closely adhered to because it is still the 
most thorough and effective method of ac­
complishing the work that could be found. 
Yes, Jehovah’s witnesses today are the 
ones who are obeying the command of the 
Master (found at Matthew 28:19): “Go 
therefore and make disciples of people of 
all the nations.” But even more than that, 
they are obeying the command meant for 
our day and recorded at Matthew 24:14: 
“This good news of the kingdom will be 
preached in all the inhabited earth for a 
witness to till the nations; and then the 
end will come.” The discipling work is 
again in full swing!

COMPLETING THE WORK
21 Even a casual observing of the activi­

ty of Jehovah’s witnesses will cause one 
to be aware that there is an urgency in the 
matter. But why? Surely the work of mak­
ing disciples can continue on indefinitely! 
That is just the point. It cannot. This work 
had a start and it will have an end. The 
scripture last quoted above tells us that 
when the preaching work has been accom­
plished, “then the end will come.” The 
“last days,” so often warned of in the 
Bible, are here. (2 Tim. 3:1; Jas. 5:3; 
2 Pet. 3:3) Those who would like to have 
a clear foreview of these days can read 
Matthew 24:37-39 and Genesis the sixth 
and seventh chapters. These days, Jesus 
said, would be “ just as the days of Noah 
were.” Noah was called a “preacher of
21. (a) Is there an urgency in the work of making 
disciples, and why? (b) With respect to urgency, what 
is learned from the experiences of Noah?
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righteousness”  and when his warning 
work was completed and the door of the 
ark was closed, there were no more dis­
ciples made from that generation. The op­
portunity for salvation had passed.

22 If we are living in urgent times and 
the end of this system of things is near, 
then probably there is a need for hur­
ried “ decisions for Christ” to be made 
after the manner of a Billy Graham, some 
may reason. No, it is 
not that easy. Jesus’ 
com m and  was to 
“ make”  disciples.
That expression in 
itself indicates that 
th ere  w ou ld  be a 
good deal of work in­
volved in doing so. It 
indicates that the 
disciple would have 
to  be fash ioned , 
formed or molded ac­
cording to a new set 
o f principles and 
ideas. This is precise­
ly what is needed, 
a c c o r d in g  to  the 
apostle’s words at Romans 12:2: 
being fashioned after this system of 
things, but be transformed by making 
your mind over, that you may prove to 
yourselves the good and acceptable and 
perfect will of God.” Such work would 
take time; it would not be accomplished 
by means of a quick conversion.

23 First a searching work must take 
place. From door to door and in many 
other ways interested persons are con­
tacted and given the opportunity to hear 
a brief presentation of Bible truth. Those 
who show themselves to be of a sheep-
22. Can disciples be made hurriedly, or just what is 
involved ?
23. (a) What initial work and follow-up work must be 
done that takes time? (b) What is true of people’s 
minds today that slows down the discipling work?
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like disposition and manifest an inter­
est in learning the truth of God’s pur­
poses are noted and additional calls on 
them stimulate that interest. If the in­
terest proves to be genuine, then a Bi­
ble study may be started in which a 
wide range of Bible subjects are covered, 
misconceptions are cleared out of the way 
and many questions answered. As has 
been said, all of this takes time. The good 

news has been veiled 
for a long time and 
m inds have been 
blinded. Note with 
w hat se r iou sn ess  
Paul m akes th is  
point at 2 Corin­
thians 4:3, 4: “ If, 
now, the good news 
we declare is in fact 
veiled, it is veiled 
among those who 
are perishing, among 
whom the god of this 
system of things has 
blinded the minds of 
the unbelievers, that 
the illumination of 

the glorious good news about the Christ, 
who is the image of God, might not shine 
through.” Persistent teaching, though, al­
lows the light of the good news to shine 
through. Each week of the year in 1965 
Jehovah’s witnesses conducted 770,595 
home Bible studies.

24 Not only is the teaching done on a per­
sonal basis, but there are instructive and 
interesting congregational meetings to at­
tend and from which to learn. The Watch- 
tower study, public talk, service meeting, 
ministry school and congregation book 
study are attended each week by those who 
are conscious of their spiritual need and 
who want their thirst for the water of truth
24. How else are disciples assisted in addition to the 
teaching of them done on a personal basis?
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satisfied. This is being done on a world­
wide scale in 24,158 congregations in 197 
lands, as reported in the 1966 Yearbook of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses.

25 Will this tremendous job finally be 
completed? God assures us that it will. 
Concerning anything that he starts he 
says: “So my word that goes forth from 
my mouth will prove to be. It will not re­
turn to me without results, but it will cer­
tainly do that in which I have delighted, 
and it will have certain success in that for 
which I have sent it.”  (Isa. 55:11) It is 
really Jehovah’s work that we are doing, 
as can be seen from the words of Paul at 
1 Corinthians 3:9: “For we are God’s fel­
low workers. You people are God’s field 
under cultivation, God’s building.” The 
work is being directed by Christ Jesus and 
the angels. (Rev. 14:6) We can be certain 
that with such supervision it will be com­
pleted. Anyone today who really has a 
love for the truth also has the opportunity, 
somehow, to hear that truth.

26 This should be and is a joyous time. 
Speaking in a general way concerning our 
day, Jesus said: “But as these things start 
to occur, raise yourselves erect and lift 
your heads up, because your deliverance 
is getting near.”  (Luke 21:28) Describ­
ing the rejoicing that takes place when 
one stray sheep is found, Matthew 18:13
25. How can we be assured that this tremendous under­
taking will be completed?
26. How could this time of making disciples be prop­
erly described?
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says: “And if he happens to find it, I 
certainly tell you, he rejoices more over 
it than over the ninety-nine that have not 
strayed.” It is especially a joyous time 
now, when thousands are being found.

27 Anticipation at the start of an under­
taking can be exciting. But which part of 
an endeavor is really the most enjoyable, 
the start or the finish? The finish, of 
course. It is at this point that one sees 
the fruits of his labor. This is where one 
sees, not just the outline or the plans, but 
the reality. So it is with the work of mak­
ing disciples. The preaching of this good 
news of the Kingdom and the gathering of 
disciples thereby out of all nations and 
races is the greatest assignment ever at­
tempted on this earth. What a joy to live 
at a time when its completion takes place 
before our very eyes! Many, indeed, are 
the reasons for rejoicing.

28 But one of the real joys comes in hav­
ing a part in the work. Not only must one 
be a disciple, but one must make disciples, 
and this work must be shared in now. 
Once this opportunity to share has passed 
by it will never be repeated. It is true that 
God does not need us in order to do the 
work, but what a blessing to have him 
permit us to have a part! Appreciating 
this, we should work to the full limit of 
our strength and ability.
27. Why should the completing of the work of making 
disciples be more joyful?
28. What thoughts should one have In mind as he 
views the climax of this great work?

SfEeWATCHTOWER.

UnQxjiQCted (fU Q A t

•  A  Witness living in Maryland reports that he was at home one Friday night 
getting ready for the meeting when a friend called whom he had not seen for 
five years. As they talked, he explained to his friend how he became one of Jeho­
vah’s witnesses. As time passed, the Witness wondered what to do about his un­
expected guest. “Then the doorbell rang and the brother was there to take me 
to the Kingdom Hall,” he reports. “This encouraged me and we invited him to 
come with us to the Kingdom Hall. He agreed. He enjoyed both meetings and 
agreed to having a home Bible study. I’ve been studying with him ever since, and 
he has attended several meetings.”



RE you happy in your work? You 
should be. So much of your time, 

in fact, your lifetime, is devoted to your 
career or vocation, that life is only worth­
while if you are happy in it. On this point 
Solomon said: “I have come to know that 
there is nothing better for them than to 
rejoice and to do good during one’s life; 
and also that every man should eat and 
indeed drink and see good for all his hard 
work. It is the gift of God.” (Eccl. 3:12, 
13) Yes, it was intended that a man should 
work and work hard. Not in drudgery was 
this to be, but in an occupation that he 
thoroughly enjoyed and in which there 
would be rich and satisfying rewards. 
What a blessing it would be to experience 
the fulfillment of this promise, finding a 
career to work at whole-souled, satisfied 
that he could find “nothing better” and 
from which he would indeed “see good” ! 
Solomon describes this as “ the gift of 
God.”

2 In our previous article we considered 
the work of making disciples that Jeho­
vah’s witnesses are now engaged in on a 
worldwide scale. The pattern that Jesus 
Christ set in making disciples was re­
viewed and the concerted effort that the 
Witnesses are making today in completing 
the work was outlined. Now, however, we 
are concerned with the work from the 
individual minister’s standpoint. We will 
discuss the joy and happiness that come
1. (a) Why is it important to be happy in one’s work? 
(b) What did Solomon say was a gift from God?
2. What is the purpose of this article as compared 
with the preceding one ?

to the individual as he personally applies 
himself to that work.

3 What is it that makes a person really 
happy? Is it work or play? A proportion 
of play, certainly, for relaxation, change 
and exercise. But primarily it is work that 
brings happiness. Calvin Coolidge, thirti­
eth president of the United States, in his 
Acceptance Speech, July 27, 1920, said, 
“Work is not a curse, it is the prerogative 
of intelligence, the only means to man­
hood, and the measure of civilization. Sav­
ages do not work.”

* The Bible had made this same point 
before Coolidge did. Concerning the hard 
work that he himself engaged in Jesus 
Christ said: “My food is for me to do the 
will of him that sent me and to finish his 
work.” (John 4:34) It was work, not play 
that he delighted in. It was more nourish­
ing and satisfying to him than literal 
food. When Adam and Eve were created 
and placed in the Garden of Eden, Jeho­
vah arranged for activity that would make 
them satisfied and happy. “Further, God 
blessed them and God said to them: ‘Be 
fruitful and become many and fill the 
earth and subdue it, and have in subjec­
tion the fish of the sea and the flying 
creatures of the heavens and every living 
creature that is moving upon the earth.’ ” 
(Gen. 1:28) Showing that, although this 
would keep man working hard, yet the 
complete arrangement had God’s final ap-
3. How does work compare with play for making one 
happy?
4. (a) What was the attitude of Jesus toward work? 
(b) How does Jehovah feel about work, as shown in 
the assignment given Adam and Eve?
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proval, Genesis 1:31 says: “ After that God 
saw everything he had made and, look! it 
was very good.” God knew that hard work 
would be good for man.

5 But what kind of work is it that will 
make one happy? Albert Schweitzer, not­
ed physicist and Nobel Prize winner, iden­
tified one of the requirements for satis­
fying work when he said: “ Reverence for 
life . . . does not allow the scholar to live 
for his science alone, even if he is very 
useful to the community in so doing. It 
does not permit the artist to exist only 
for his art, even if he gives inspiration 
to many by its means. It refuses to let the 
business man imagine that he fulfills all 
legitimate demands in the course of his 
business activities. It demands from all 
that they should sacrifice a portion of 
their own lives for others.” (New York 
Times Magazine,January 9, 1955, cele­
brating Schweitzer’s 80th birthday) Count 
Tolstoi said, “The vocation of every man 
and woman is to serve other people.” Ex­
perience had taught these men that selfish 
striving at the expense of others brings 
no true satisfaction, but that work, lov­
ingly performed in the interest of others, 
does. This is one requirement for a work 
that will make one happy.

“ This aspect of work, too, is in agree­
ment with Bible principles. The apostle 
Paul said: “I have exhibited to you in all 
things that by thus laboring you must 
assist those who are weak, and must bear 
in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, when 
he himself said, ‘There is more happiness 
in giving than there is in receiving.’ ” 
(Acts 20:35) It is work done in behalf of 
others that brings real happiness.

7 And how does the work of making dis­
ciples fulfill this requirement? Is there a
5. What kind of work is it that makes for true 
happiness ?
6. What does the Bible say about working in behalf 
of others?
7. Why, then, should the work of making disciples 
make one happy?
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work that would do more in behalf of an­
other than teaching him the truth that 
will put him on the road to everlasting 
life? Hardly! Freeing men’s minds from 
ignorance and bondage to false ideas would 
be in their highest interests. “And so Je­
sus went on to say to the Jews that had 
believed him: ‘If you remain in my word, 
you are really my disciples, and you will 
know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free.’ ’ ’—John 8:31, 32.

HAPPINESS IN THE WORK ITSELF
“ The work of making disciples begins 

with searching a territory thoroughly, 
looking for those who have a heart that 
inclines toward righteousness, an ear that 
is willing to listen and a mind that is will­
ing to reason. This means going from door 
to door, speaking to each person you meet, 
no matter who he is, what his station in 
life or his religious faith is. At first glance 
it might appear that it would be difficult 
to find happiness in such work. Not at all. 
One so engaged is moved by the right mo­
tive, that of love. He has love for his 
neighbor, not wanting to see him lose out 
on everlasting life, if he has the love of 
righteousness mentioned. He has love for 
God, wanting to see His name cleared of 
all reproach that comes upon it by reason 
of ignorance of His purposes and opposi­
tion to it. Having this loving motive at 
heart, he will find happiness no matter if 
he does find indifference on the part of 
the majority of persons he meets.

9 It is found that in many places it is 
impossible to arrange to sit down and talk 
for a few minutes and explain the purpose 
of the call. This is usually because minds 
are closed, either through prejudice or a 
real lack of interest in receiving a new
8. Where does the work of making disciples begin, 
and why can one find happiness therein?
9. (a) What reception does the minister often get, 
and how is this dealt with? (b) Following what counsel 
eliminates any feeling of frustration?
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idea. So the minister adjusts his mind to 
each separate situation that he encoun­
ters. If the one to whom he is speaking is 
obviously opposed and antagonistic, little 
time is wasted there. It is best to cour­
teously withdraw and make another call. 
Jesus’ counsel for such occasions was: 
“Wherever anyone does not take you in 
or listen to your words, on going out of 
that house or that city shake the dust off 
your feet.”  (Matt. 10:14) Following this 
excellent counsel eliminates any possible 
feeling of frustration on the part of the 
minister. Having done his best to present 
the good news in the most appealing way, 
he is satisfied to allow the matter to rest 
there. He shakes the dust from his feet 
and moves happily on his way. A fresh, 
new call now absorbs his interest.

10 If one had the wrong motive at heart 
or the wrong goal in mind in this initial 
searching work he could become very un­
happy and frustrated. The well-balanced 
minister, however, keeps in mind that few, 
comparatively, will grasp wholeheartedly 
the opportunity to be a disciple, or even 
show mild interest in a better understand­
ing of the Bible. Jesus Christ made this 
clear when he said: “Go in through the 
narrow gate; because broad and spacious 
is the road leading off into destruction, 
and many are the ones going in through 
it; whereas narrow is the gate and cramped 
the road leading off into life, and few are 
the ones finding it.” (Matt. 7:13,14) Thus 
his goal is not that of converting the 
world, knowing that such is an impossi­
bility. No, his goal is simply to find those 
who might listen. This means he knows 
what to expect in the territory and this 
allows for the right mental attitude, that 
of happiness in his work.

11 The work of making disciples changes
10. How does having the right goal In mind help in 
making one happy in the door-to-door work?
11. What feature of the discipling work brings greater 
joy, and why is this true?
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somewhat in nature when interested per­
sons are located. If there are indications 
that these would appreciate enlarging 
their knowledge of Bible truth and would 
enjoy further discussions, then return calls 
are made. Now the reason for one’s hap­
piness changes somewhat. As one devotes 
time to these who have shown an initial 
interest in the Kingdom message one’s 
happiness comes in feeding them greater 
portions of accurate Scriptural knowledge. 
While one finds joy in any feature of the 
discipling activity, yet to concentrate on 
aiding one who is interested in learning of 
his Creator and His works brings far 
greater joy. The motive of love, however, 
remains the same.

12 When the interest of this one is cul­
tivated so that a regular home Bible study 
is started, then the happiness on the part 
of the minister increases even more. Gen­
erally, one hour at a specified time each 
week is set aside for this study. Each one 
knows the subject to be considered for the 
coming lesson and each prepares for it. 
A close bond of friendship and respect 
grows between teacher and pupil as time 
goes by and progress is made. There is a 
fine spirit of sharing that becomes appar­
ent. This is according to the principle ex­
pressed at Galatians 6:6: “Moreover, let 
anyone who is being orally taught the word 
share in all good things with the one who 
gives such oral teaching.” These are pre­
cious hours of happiness together that will 
never be forgotten.

HAPPINESS IN PERSONAL PREPARATION
13 While there is no doubt that happi­

ness in the work itself is there to be en­
joyed, what about the other hours of one’s 
life when not thus actively engaged? 
Should one expect to find happiness only
12. Why is there even greater happiness in the home 
Bible study work ?
13. Should the servant of God expect to find happiness 
only in the direct discipling work, or what?
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while working hard in the direct discipling 
work or should one expect to find happi­
ness in all other aspects of one’s life as a 
dedicated minister of God? One should 
find it in all aspects of one’s life. One such 
aspect concerns his personal preparation 
for his ministerial work.

14 Teaching others Bible truth requires 
genuine skill. This, in fact, is one of the 
features of the work that makes for con­
stant interest in it. Proverbs 2 2 :2 9  says: 
“Have you beheld a man skillful in his 
work? Before kings is where he will sta­
tion himself; he will not station himself 
before commonplace men.”  This principle 
is especially applicable to servants of God. 
It is for this reason that 2 Timothy 2 :1 5  
says: “Do your utmost to present yourself 
approved to God, a workman with nothing 
to be ashamed of, handling the word of 
the truth aright.” The opportunities for in­
creasing in Bible and related knowledge 
are unlimited and the opportunities for 
improving in the presentation of that 
knowledge to others, that is, “handling the 
word of the truth aright,” are likewise un­
limited. The ideal goal to have in mind, of 
course, is copying Jesus Christ, concern­
ing whom it was said: “Never has another 
man spoken like this.”—John 7 :4 6 .

15 Those who are earnest in their en­
deavors to make constant improvement in 
their accurate knowledge and ability to 
present such to others have a schedule for 
personal study. These hours set aside for 
quiet, individual preparation and medita­
tion are some that bring the sweetest joy 
and contentment. Some find these hours 
difficult to come by, but careful thought 
and rigid scheduling will find a way. Per­
sonal preparation is too necessary to take
14. (a) How should one feel about skill, and how does 
this apply to teaching others Bible truths? (b) What 
opportunities are unlimited for the servant of God, 
and what goal should he have in this?
15. How should one feel about scheduling time for 
personal study?

211

too lightly. Besides, it adds so much to 
one’s happiness.

HAPPINESS IN DEALING WITH OTHERS
16 Happiness can be yours only if you 

are happy in being with others. Hermits 
are not happy, balanced persons. Humans 
are gregarious. They want to associate and 
live together, not be separated. This is a 
tendency that they were created with and 
that is a fine God-given quality. Yet, what 
do we find? People want to be together 
but cannot get along. Two young persons 
are madly in love when married but be­
come cool toward each other shortly 
thereafter. Whole nations would like to 
live in peace with one another but find it 
more difficult to do so day by day. Fore­
telling the growth, in our day, of these un­
desirable characteristics, the apostle Paul 
said: “But know this, that in the last days 
critical times hard to deal with will be here. 
For men will be lovers of themselves, lov­
ers of money, self-assuming, haughty, blas­
phemers, disobedient to parents, unthank­
ful, disloyal, having no natural affection, 
not open to any agreement, slanderers, 
without self-control, fierce, without love of 
goodness, betrayers, headstrong, puffed up 
with pride, lovers of pleasures rather than 
lovers of God, having a form of godly devo­
tion but proving false to its power; and 
from these turn away.” (2 Tim. 3:1-5) Ob­
viously, those who develop these traits will 
not be happy, with themselves or in asso­
ciation with others. But will the grand 
work in which God’s servants are busy pro­
tect them from developing these traits? 
Will their work aid them to be happy and 
balanced in their dealings with all people 
no matter where they find it necessary to 
associate with them?
16. (a) With regard to association, with what char­
acteristic did God create man, but what do we find 
among people in this connection? (b) What questions 
can we ask ourselves with respect to dealing with 
others?
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17 Without a doubt. The fine motives and 
qualities that are developed in the Chris­
tian in searching for interested persons 
sind then teaching them the truths of 
God’s Word cannot be sidetracked when 
he has other dealings with people. True 
servants of God do not have split person­
alities. If the Christian has a loving mo­
tive when he engages in the preaching and 
teaching work, then he will have a loving 
motive in all other dealings with people. 
He follows the counsel of the apostle Paul, 
recorded at Galatians 6:10: “Really, then, 
as long as we have time favorable for it, 
let us work what is good toward all, but 
especially toward those related to us in 
the faith.” How, then, can he help but be 
happy on other occasions in association 
with people? He cannot help but be.

18 But does not 1 Corinthians 15:33 say: 
“Do not be misled. Bad associations spoil 
useful habits” ? Yes, and the statement is 
true. The Christian does not seek out as­
sociations of this kind. He limits his as­
sociation as much as possible to those with 
like precious faith. But he is thrown in 
with others constantly in secular work and 
everyday affairs. Having the sure King­
dom hope as an anchor at all times, he is 
not tempted to copy the examples of these 
worldly persons. Rather, in such associa­
tion he remembers that his life is dedicat­
ed to God and his service, and thus he is 
interested in the eternal welfare of any 
persons who might turn out to be interest­
ed in the good news. He is not interested 
in others for any selfish reason, but he is 
interested in them from a purely unselfish 
viewpoint. Thus, in any association, he has 
a positive, optimistic mental attitude and 
outlook. He can be happy in almost all as­
sociations with others.
17. How will the qualities that one develops in the 
preaching and teaching work benefit him in his rela­
tionship with others?
18. In view of 1 Corinthians 15:33, how can one be 
happy in any association with outsiders?
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‘NEVER GIVING UP’
19 To those who start out in this work, 

the apostle Paul says: “So let us not give 
up in doing what is fine, for in due season 
we shall reap if we do not tire out.” (Gal. 
6:9) You will say that that is fine ad­
monition in addition to a fine reward that 
is held out. But can a person be happy 
in making a career out of the discipling 
work, that is, continuing in it year after 
year after year? By all means! In fact, 
those who have tried it find that their joy 
grows greater and richer with each pass­
ing year. Do you want proof that this is 
so? Then consider the life histories of some 
concerning whom all of this is true.

"H ere is a Witness who began his ca­
reer in the ministry about forty years ago. 
He says: “ I shall never forget the first 
time I went out in the service of the Most 
High God. It was a beautiful day in the 
Indian summer or autumn time of the year 
1920 in Winnipeg, Canada. My brother and 
I were only distributing handbills, but the 
contentment and peace of mind I received 
from this slight service gave me assurance 
that the Almighty, unlike earthly masters, 
is well pleased with even imperfect and 
small services rendered toward him. Just 
as hearing the truth brings a certain joy 
and peace of mind, so the step of service 
brings a greater joy.

91 “When later I engaged in distributing 
literature from house to house, I experi­
enced greater joys and blessings. From 
that day to this I have never been out in 
the house-to-house work without experi­
encing personal kindnesses from some, ap­
preciation for Jehovah’s Word from oth­
ers, and, above all, Jehovah’s blessing of 
peace of mind and contentment.”
19. (a) What counsel is given to those who start out 
in the work of making disciples? (b) Can one find 
happiness in this work year after year?
20. What does one Witness, who has made a career 
of the ministry, say about starting out in this work?
21. What does this Witness say was his experience 
as he enlarged his activity in his chosen career?
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22 After serving faithfully as a full-time 
minister in Canada, the United States and 
in a foreign missionary assignment, he 
says, “The longer I enjoy this great privi­
lege the more I thank Jehovah for being 
kinder than any other master could pos­
sibly be and for having kept me and guid­
ed me.”

23 Another who has devoted his whole 
life to the discipling work says: “Those 
who learn the grand truths of the Bible 
in childhood are indeed richly blessed. I 
have ever been thankful to my father for 
the devoted schooling he gave me, in my 
youngest years, concerning the great God, 
Jehovah, and His Kingdom purposes, and 
concerning the soul and the hope of life. 
My early life was spent in Christchurch, 
New Zealand. As a schoolboy I worked 
hai’d at my studies and won first place in 
the University Entrance Scholarship, a 
prize for which all of New Zealand’s col­
leges and high schools vie with one another. 
I was on my way to becoming an atomic 
scientist, but now materialistic, evolution­
ary thinking began to surround me, and 
I soon found this to be just as unreasoning 
and worthless as the clergy’s ‘hellfire’ 
teaching. The Bible began to exercise its 
full power in my life. Though I went on 
to take my master’s degree in science, I 
was devoting almost pioneer time to the 
ministry during most of my university 
days. I was often in the vacation pioneer 
service.”

24 After joyful years in God’s service in 
New Zealand, Australia, the United States 
and Japan, he says: “Once I was able to 
visit my aging parents in New Zealand, 
and for this I was deeply thankful. It is 
now [twenty-seven] years since I left 
a happy, theocratic home to go wherever
22. After about forty years in the ministry, what does 
he say?
23. What does another one who has made the ministry 
his lifework say about the start of his career?
24. What does he say about happiness and contentment 
after many years in a foreign assignment?
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Jehovah would send me in his full-time 
service. Our family ties of love were 
strong, but stronger are the ties that bind 
us together in Kingdom service, even 
though in widely separated lands. It was 
a joy to find my parents as strong as ever 
in Kingdom service. However, New Zea­
land no longer seemed like home, nor did 
Australia. ‘Strange’ the way of life seemed 
‘down under,’ compared with the life we 
had become accustomed to in Japan’s mis­
sionary field. Through this visit I truly 
came to appreciate that ‘home’ is wher­
ever Jehovah assigns us in the realm of 
theocratic service.”

25 Another said: “Calitri, Italy, was my 
birthplace, in December, 1879 . My devout 
parents had me baptized and later con­
firmed as a Roman Catholic. Little did we 
expect that at the age of [eighty-five], 
I would fondly look back at [fifty-nine] 
years as one of Jehovah’s witnesses.” 
In 190 0  when he was twenty-one years 
of age he moved to the United States 
and came to a knowledge of the truth four 
years later. In 1 9 0 9  he joined the head­
quarters staff of the Watchtower Society, 
to become a faithful, zealous servant of 
God thereafter. He further said: “Review­
ing [fifty-nine] years spent in Jehovah’s 
service, I can truthfully say these have 
been the happiest years of my life. [Fifty- 
six] of them have been as a member of 
the Brooklyn Bethel family—a privilege 
of service I wholeheartedly recommend to 
any young Christian. To be sure, there 
have been some trials, but these increased 
our faith in Jehovah. I have never doubt­
ed that he is using the Society to direct 
the worldwide witness work that Jesus 
foretold at Matthew 2 4 :1 4 .  As Paul said, 
any tribulations ‘do not amount to any­
thing in comparison with the glory that 
is going to be revealed to us.’ ”
25. How did one member of the Brooklyn Bethel family 
begin his career as a minister, and how did he de­
scribe his many years in Jehovah’s service?
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26 There are a number of such faithful 

servants of God who are on in years who 
continue their faithful service at this 
Brooklyn headquarters. In some instances 
they find it difficult to hear all that is said 
but they are never absent from a meeting. 
Though in many instances it takes great 
effort and at times loving assistance on the 
part of some of the younger ones, they 
never miss morning worship prior to 
breakfast, assemblies large and small, or 
their own congregational meetings, even 
though sometimes these are quite some 
distance and it is necessary to walk. Their 
joy in association with others who are in-
26. How do many older members of the Bethel fam­
ily feel about opportunities to associate with their 
brothers ?
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terested in God’s works continues un­
abated.

27 Yes, it is not play that makes one hap­
py; it is hard work. But it has to be the 
right kind of work, that is, work done in 
behalf of others. No other work can fill 
that requirement like the work of making 
disciples of Jesus Christ. Not only will 
you be happy while engaged in the work 
itself, but you will be happy and content 
in all that you do. Yes, devoting your life 
to this work will have that effect on your 
whole life. Are you truly happy in your 
present work? If not, then you are prob­
ably in the wrong career. You should be 
finding happiness in making disciples.
27. What are some of the thoughts one should have 
in mind if he wants to find real happiness?
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DO

CHRISTIANS
NEED

W HAT was your 
reaction when 

one of Jehovah’s wit­
nesses first approached 
you and explained that 
he had come to preach 
the “ good news of the 
kingdom” to you? If 
you are a member of 
one of Christendom’s 
religious organizations, 
you may have thought, 
as some have expressed 
themselves: ‘Why don’t 
you go to someone who needs it, to those 
who do not believe in Christianity? My 
preacher preaches the Kingdom, in fact, 
has done so for many years.’

It is understandable that you feel this

way. On the oth­
er hand, g iv e  
some thought to 
th is  q u es t ion :  
D oes  not the 
very fact that 
you are a mem­
ber of a religion 
mean that you 
are looking for 
something good 
that is to come? 
And did God not 
in the past send 
progressive new 
messages of good 
news to his peo­
ple at different 
times? When Je­
sus was born in 

Bethlehem about the beginning of our 
Common Era, angels announced this as 
good news. (Luke 2:10) About thirty 
years later, six months before Jesus was 
baptized at the Jordan River and began
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his ministry, God considered it good news 
to the extent that he sent a special mes­
senger, John the Baptist, to proclaim it to 
the Jews. (Matt. 3:1, 2) This was in ful­
fillment of the good news that God had 
given Abraham. (Gal. 3:8) When Jesus 
died, his disciples were very sad, but when 
he was resurrected, and he told them that 
all power had been given him in heaven 
and in earth, this, to the disciples, was the 
best news of all to date. (Matt. 28:18-20; 
Luke 24:50-53) But before Jesus died he 
told his disciples of an even better good 
news that would be proclaimed on a world­
wide scale in a time far distant from their 
day.

TODAY’S GOOD NEWS 
DIRECTED FIRST TO CHRISTIANS

This is the first of two very good rea­
sons why the good news of the Kingdom 
being preached by Jehovah’s witnesses to­
day is of greater interest to Christians 
than to any other people. In fact, it is 
sent specifically and first of all to them. 
Everyone who professes to be a Christian 
should at least examine what the good 
news is that is being proclaimed, for it is 
a special good news for our day to Chris­
tians. Let us see how this is true.

When Jesus was on earth he opened up 
his Galilean ministry with the announce­
ment, “The kingdom of the heavens has 
drawn near.” (Matt. 4:17) John had be­
gun making that announcement the year 
previous. Jesus’ disciples took up the good 
news of the earthly presence of Jesus the 
King and proclaimed it widely throughout 
Palestine during Jesus’ three-and-a-half- 
years’ ministry in association with them. 
He told them, however, that he would 
have to go away from them and that in 
time he would return, after receiving 
Kingdom power. They were very con­
cerned about his return, for they knew 
that it would mean that they would sit on 
thrones in his kingdom with him. There-
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fore they asked him shortly before his 
death: “What will be the sign of your 
presence and of the conclusion of the sys­
tem of things?” (Matt. 24:3) In answer 
Jesus described a long list of events that 
would take place to mark this time of his 
second presence and, among other things, 
he said: “This good news of the kingdom 
will be preached in all the inhabited earth 
for a witness to all the nations; and then 
the end will come.”—Matt. 24:14.

After Jesus’ death his disciples no long­
er proclaimed ‘the kingdom is at hand,’ 
for the King was not at hand among them. 
They preached the Kingdom to come. The 
preachers of Christendom have been 
preaching a kingdom to come through the 
past centuries. But notice that Jesus was 
talking about the time of the end, when he 
said: “THIS good news of the kingdom 
will be preached.” Yes, the good news of 
the King at hand would again be preached, 
meaning that the Kingdom had been ob­
tained by the King and that he had re­
turned to exercise Kingdom power. In oth­
er words, this good news of the kingdom 
would be the good news that at last the 
Kingdom had been established in power. 
The purpose of the preaching of it would 
be for a witness. It would therefore be 
done by Kingdom witnesses who would 
be Christians.

Do you believe that this is true? or 
would you like to have further proof? 
Then consider this fact: The apostle John 
lived to work vigorously for more than 
sixty years in proclaiming the good news 
of the Kingdom to come in the future. Yet 
close to the end of the first century C.E. 
John was given a vision of future histori­
cal events, and included among the things 
to take place at the time of judgment of 
the nations was a special good news:

“And I saw another angel flying in mid­
heaven, and he had everlasting good news 
to declare as glad tidings to those who
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dwell on the earth, and to every nation 
and tribe and tongue and people, saying in 
a loud voice: ‘Fear God and give him 
glory, because the hour of the judgment 
by him has arrived, and so worship the 
One who made the heaven and the earth 
and sea and fountains of waters.”—Rev. 
14:6, 7.

Did this mean that John had not been 
preaching the good news heretofore? Not 
at all. It means that there was a further 
and greater good news to be proclaimed 
in future times.* Notice that the angel 
flew relatively near the earth, for mid­
heaven is described in the Bible as the 
place where the birds fly. (Rev. 19:17) 
Did it signify that an angel would literally 
shake the earth with a thunderous voice? 
No, for God is not going to take the mes­
sage out of the hands of Christ’s followers 
on earth. Christ told them: “You will be 
witnesses of me . . .  to the most distant 
part of the earth.”  (Acts 1:8) But Jesus 
said that, when he arrived in his glory, 
he would have the angels with him. (Matt. 
25:31) In the prophecy of Revelation he 
shows that “this good news” would be so 
important that he would use mighty heav­
enly angels in directing the preaching of 
it to the ends of the earth for a witness. 
The message would not be delivered di­
rectly or audibly by the angel in midheav­
en, but by people on earth, by worshipers 
who fear God and give him glory. Flying 
in midheaven and with a loud superhuman 
voice would mean that it would be heard 
over a wide radius from that height as he 
orbited the earth. It was good news de­
serving to be heard and given attention 
by everybody dwelling on the earth. The 
good news would come, not from politi-

* For details on this, and how it came to be under­
stood first in the year 1920 C.E. that “ this good news 
of the kingdom” at Matthew 24:14 is of the Kingdom 
established in power in the heavens, soon to exercise 
full control of earth’s affairs, see the bound book 
“ Babylon the Great Has Fallen!”  God’s Kingdom 
Rules! by Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society 
(1963), pages 462-467.
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dans or earthly rulers, but from heaven, 
and it would affect every person living on 
earth, man, woman and child.

The fact that more than a million per­
sons, mostly in the lands known as Chris­
tendom, have recognized “ this good news” 
as truly announcing the establishment of 
the Kingdom for which they have prayed, 
supplies incentive to listen. These persons 
have analyzed the announcement care­
fully and the effectiveness and the power 
of the good news is such that in 1965, 
1,034,268 were regularly proclaiming “this 
good news.” They devoted 171,247,644 
hours and conducted 770,595 home Bible 
studies with more who are listening. The 
previous year’s proclamation (1964) add­
ed to their ranks 64,393 proclaimers.

A SECOND REASON 
CHRISTIANS SHOULD LISTEN

There is a second urgent reason why all 
persons who belong to a religion of Chris­
tendom should give more than the usual 
attention to this good news of the King­
dom being preached. That reason is that 
there is a judgment message that accom­
panies the good news, as the angel flying 
in midheaven goes on to say in a loud 
voice: “Fear God and give him glory, be­
cause the hour of the judgment by him 
has arrived, and so worship the One who 
made the heaven and the earth and sea 
and fountains of waters.”—Rev. 14:7.

Now, the word “ judgment” is a word 
generally connected with fearful implica­
tions in the minds of most people, but here 
it is really good news. Why? Because Je­
hovah God’s judgment hour having ar­
rived means that he, the Supreme Judge, 
will straighten out all matters in perfect 
justice, vindicating his own universal sov­
ereignty and holy name and delivering his 
faithful servants from bondage and slav­
ery to the Devil’s oppressive organization. 
His judgments in force will truly be the
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panacea for human ills and injustices.
Revelation’s next verse goes on to tell 

us just what part of the oppressive organi­
zation of this world is judged first. When 
you see what it is you certainly have rea­
son to be happy, for it has been the most 
vicious instrument that Satan has used. 
It has been the key enemy of the worship 
of God since its beginning. It has been 
doubly insidious in that its very identity 
has been shrouded in mystery and it has 
thereby been able to make many sincere, 
conscientious people serve its vile purpose. 
It has to do with wrong religious worship 
and practice, which makes it most dan­
gerous and destructive of all, for it di­
rectly affects the morals and lives, even 
the hope of future life, of its practicers. 
O how good it is to see this deceptive in­
strument of the Devil exposed and judged! 
John, describing his vision, goes on to say:

“And another, a second angel, followed, 
saying: ‘She has fallen! Babylon the great 
has fallen, she who made all the nations 
drink of the passion-arousing wine of her 
fornication!’ ”—Rev. 14:8.

By the time Revelation was written 
(about the year 96 C.E.) Babylon, of 
course, had not been a world power for 
centuries. What was left of the city was 
declining toward its final disappearance. It 
had been good news when ancient Babylon 
had been overthrown in the sixth century 
B.C.E. During Babylon’s existence her 
name had become synonymous with en­
mity toward the Most High God and with 
that which is cruel and oppressive. But 
now here is something even worse—Bab­
ylon the Great. Surely we should inform 
ourselves as to what she is.

Babylon the Great is named after a city, 
but she is only a symbolic city, like the 
city that Revelation 11:8 describes as “the 
great city which is in a spiritual sense 
called Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord
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was also impaled.” What is this city, this 
spiritual Babylon the Great?

THE OUTSTANDING FEATURE OF BABYLON
To understand what she is it is neces­

sary for us to take a brief flashback. Bab­
ylon originally was founded as a break­
away from the worship of Jehovah and 
from allegiance to him as God, for Bab­
ylon was established by the rebel Nimrod, 
stigmatized in the Bible as “Nimrod a 
mighty hunter in opposition to Jehovah.” 
The pagan city came to be called by its 
inhabitants the “Gate of God.” However, 
Jehovah called the city Babel, which 
means “Confusion,” because he confused 
the language of the builders of the city 
and its tower. (Gen. 10:8-10; 11:5-9) From 
that time on, Babylon was always against 
God’s chosen people. In the days of Neb­
uchadnezzar it rose to the height of pow­
er and delighted in the opportunity to 
overthrow the dynasty of King David, 
who ruled in Jerusalem. It apparently had 
swallowed down the chosen nation of Is­
rael “like a big snake” or dragon. (Jer. 
51:34) Babylon’s purpose was to keep 
Israel down.

When we think of the ancient city of 
Babylon, what feature stands out most re­
markably? Of what trait are we at once 
reminded? Well, Babylon was, of course, 
a political city. It was militaristic and 
highly commercial and materialistic. But 
the one thing that overshadowed its other 
features by far and for which it is best 
known in history is its religiousness. Even 
Assyria, which was very religious, kept 
detailed records in which even the names 
and political outcomes of the kings of Ju­
dah and Israel were frequently included 
with historical backdrop, but cuneiform 
inscriptions dug up in the Middle East 
show that in Babylon the main emphasis 
was placed on religion, for the records of 
Babylon under the dynasty of Nebuchad-
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nezzar mention little else than the reli­
gious and architectural events of the time, 
ignoring what happened to the kingdom 
of Judah. An ancient cuneiform inscrip­
tion gives us some idea of just how reli­
gious ancient Babylon was:

Altogether there are in Babylon 53 tem­
ples of the chief gods, 55 chapels of Marduk, 
300 chapels for the earthly deities, 600 for 
the heavenly deities, 180 altars for the god­
dess Ishtar, 180 for the gods Nergal and 
Adad and 12 other altars for different gods.

Regarding Babylon’s greatest king, 
Nebuchadnezzar, The Encyclopaedia Bri- 
tannica* says: “From his inscriptions we 
gather that Nebuchadnezzar was a man of 
peculiarly religious character.” His suc­
cessors were also religious.

As to the hold of the Babylonish reli­
gion upon the people of Babylonia, histor­
ical records show that Babylon was a 
“land of graven images” (Jer. 50:38), that 
its priests ruled on nearly every activity 
of the Babylonian’s life and that the peo­
ple could undertake no important activity 
without consulting the Babylonian priests 
and practitioners of magical arts.

Even a great part of the commercial 
life of Babylon was fully controlled by re­
ligion, for the Babylonian priests turned 
all the sacrificial animals and all the reli­
gious tithes that people presented each 
day on the altars, especially the quickly 
perishable things, into money as soon as 
they could. Just as in Abraham’s home­
town of Ur of the Chaldeans, the temple 
authorities had their necessary ware­
houses and ran their own department 
stores. They saw good to invest their reli­
gious revenue and so ran their own banks 
for that purpose, f  Do you see anything 
like this in religion today?

•Volume 19, page 332a (edition of 1911). 
t See The Bible as History, by W. Keller, pages 

287, 289, London Edition. Also Young’s Concordance 
supplement (1879 edition), pages 33, 34.
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BABYLON’S FIGHT, AND ITS NEW OPPONENT
Religious Babylon had been against 

God’s true worshipers when Nimrod estab­
lished it. Later, when the tongues were 
confused and Babylon’s people were scat­
tered, they carried their false religion to 
other parts of the earth. Consequently, 
wherever true worship was practiced false 
Babylonish religion was there to oppose it. 
In 539 B.C.E., when Babylon fell to the 
Medes and the Persians, its religion con­
tinued. It had tried to swallow up the Jews 
permanently when it took them into cap­
tivity but was forced to release them. 
However, its religion made strong efforts 
and did succeed in influencing and cor­
rupting the Jewish religion, so that when 
Jesus appeared on earth he was bitterly 
opposed and put to death. But now in 
Christianity the religion of Babylon came 
up against something new, even though 
Christianity began with or among the 
Jews. Her religion came up against the 
faith of Christ’s apostles. Babylon’s reli­
gion had fought against earthly Zion, but 
now set herself to fight against spiritual 
Zion as represented by the Christian wit­
nesses of Jehovah. Would she have suc­
cess in this fight?

All along, Satan the Devil has used 
Babylonish false religion as an instrument 
to fight against God’s people, and we can 
be sure that now that wily adversary of 
Jehovah would be more vicious than ever 
in his fight. In our next issue we shall dis­
cuss how, by means of Babylonish false 
religion, he contrived the most treacher­
ous and diabolical plot ever conceived and 
carried out. We shall see how it has de­
ceived and ensnared many, has tested the 
faith of true Christians to the limit and 
has brought great distress upon all the 
peoples of the earth. So the message of 
this day that a judgment time has ar­
rived is certainly good news, something 
over which to rejoice. “This good news of
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the kingdom” is therefore something need­
ed by all, especially by Christians, for it 
is only with the Kingdom established in 
power in the hand of Jesus Christ that the 
judgment of Babylon’s religion could come 
about. If you are not fully aware of the 
fact that Christ has received the Kingdom 
and has returned invisibly in Kingdom 
power, and if you do not know the extent 
to which Satan has used Babylon’s reli­
gion to infiltrate even Christendom and
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her religions, you need to give attention 
to this good news of the Kingdom. You 
will enjoy and appreciate the forthcoming 
issues of this magazine, which will dis­
cuss and expose this plot and will show 
how God has unveiled Babylon the Great 
and stripped her of her mysteries in this 
day when she will be judged and put out 
of existence, to the great relief and bless­
ing of all true Christians, who uphold the 
pure worship of Jehovah God.

SEeWATCHTOWER.

STRENGTHENED TO FAITHFULNESS BY THE RESURRECTION HOPE

W HAT manifold assurance for the resur­
rection hope we find in the Word of 
God! As Jesus told the doubting Saddu- 

cees of his day, the very utterance of Jehovah, 
namely, “I am the God of Abraham and the 
God of Isaac and the God of Jacob,” testifies 
to the fact of the resurrection of the dead, 
for Jehovah is not a God of the dead but of 
the living.— Matt. 22:32; Ex. 3:6.

The resurrection hope magnifies God’s love, 
wisdom and power. Without it we would in­
deed be “of all men most to be pitied.” (1 Cor. 
15:19) But with it, how strengthened we 
can be to faithfulness!* (Matt. 10:28) That 
resurrection hope strengthened Abraham so 
that he could proceed to offer up his son 
Isaac. (Heb. 11:17-19) It enabled Jesus to 
prove faithful until death, knowing that Jeho­
vah would not leave his soul in Sheol nor 
allow his body to see corruption. (Ps. 16:10; 
Acts 2:24-28) And more than ever before we 
can see to what extent the resurrection hope 
is a miracle of divine mercy.

What a spur to faithfulness the resurrec­
tion hope should be to us! How it should cause 
our hearts to overflow in love and gratitude to 
our God Jehovah! True, as a class the “great 
crowd” of “other sheep” hope to live right 
through Armageddon without ever needing 
to die, but there have been, are and will be 
not a few of their number that, because of 
old age, sickness or accident, go down to Sheol 
and so will need to be resurrected. For these 
we can hope, not only in a resurrection, but 
in an early one. Of course, sooner or later

* For details see The Watchtower, March 15, 1965.

all the “remnant” of Kingdom heirs will need 
to die and be resurrected to receive their 
heavenly reward.— Rev. 14:13.

When we are faced with an issue such as 
blood transfusion, it is truly a source of 
strength to know that, should we die faith­
ful, we can expect to have an early resurrec­
tion. And, in particular, should we come face 
to face with violent persecution and our very 
lives be threatened, we can draw hope from  
the certainty of our being raised up if we 
prove faithful. W ell does Jesus counsel us 
not to fear those who, after having killed the 
body, “are not able to do anything more.” 
— Luke 12:4.

Our Lord Jesus Christ rested his hope in 
the power of Almighty God to resurrect him 
from the dead on the third day, and he him­
self has been entrusted with the power of 
raising the dead during his thousand-year 
Kingdom reign. To the Christian apostle 
Paul, God’s provision for the resurrection of 
the dead was a hope that sustained him and 
strengthened him to face even a martyr’s 
death. (2 Tim. 4:6-8) It especially stimulated 
him to keep a good conscience toward God 
and man. (Acts 24:15, 16) W e do well to 
imitate both Jesus Christ and his apostle 
Paul and let the resurrection hope make us 
courageous, strengthening us to faithfulness 
until we have won the right to everlasting 
life. So, be “steadfast, unmovable, always 
having plenty to do in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that your labor is not in vain in 
connection with the Lord.”— 1 Cor. 15:58.
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IN THE year 1914 I was living on a 
homestead ranch in southern Saskatch­

ewan, Canada, thirty-five miles from a 
railroad town. About once or twice a year 
I made a trip into town by horse and wa­
gon for supplies. On one of these trips a 
neighbor and I went together.

This neighbor had given me a book to 
read earlier, a book with which he was 
well acquainted, and I had finished read­
ing it. It was entitled “The Divine Plan of 
the Ages” and was filled with material 
about the Bible, which interested me very 
much. As the year 1914 was well ad­
vanced, many Bible Students, including 
my neighbor, were looking for something 
to happen soon in fulfillment of Bible 
prophecy. These matters dominated our 
conversation.

Less than three weeks after this trip to 
town, the very things we talked about hap­
pened! All Europe, one nation after an­
other, was ablaze in war, seeking to de­

stroy its neighbor. This was in direct 
fulfillment of Bible prophecy and verified 
the truths contained in the book my neigh­
bor had given me. The “last days” men­
tioned in the Bible had begun, and we were 
seeing and living in that very time!

After these occurrences I became more 
interested in taking in knowledge and so 
joined the little group of about ten Bible 
Students that had been organized in our 
vicinity to do this. It was comforting to 
be gathered to other believers, because 
there were not many there in those days. 
Why, if you found one Bible Student in 
fifty miles, you were doing well.

GIVING BACK
Since the summer of 1914 I had been 

reading and studying the Bible with the 
aid of the literature of the Watch Tower 
Society. Now I saw that, whereas I had 
received much from Jehovah concerning 
his marvelous purposes, he also wanted 
something back from me, my willing ser­
vice to him. I accepted the responsibility 
and made a dedication of my life to God. 
This was a cause of much rejoicing on the 
part of our little group.

Soon I found out that this was not all 
that Jehovah asked. His organization was 
clean. Our individual habits must be also. 
But I had been a very heavy user of tobac­
co for years, since my youth. By this time 
my system was thoroughly saturated with 
nicotine. I would have liked to stop quick­
ly, but since the habit was so much a part 
of me I felt it would take time.

I kept increasing my knowledge of God 
and his purposes and asked Jehovah for 
strength to break the smoking habit. Then 
one day, while I was reading my Bible, 
I filled my pipe and lighted it; but it did 
not taste so good anymore. I looked the 
pipe over and found everything in order, 
then tried lighting it again; but it tasted 
even worse, so I laid it aside. No doubt 
the good conscience I had been cultivating
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was coming to my aid. Three weeks later 
I threw out all my smoking equipment, 
trusting in Jehovah’s help to stay free 
from the habit.

I needed help to do this, for cleansing 
my body of nicotine was an indescribably 
difficult ordeal for me. At times my chest 
would get very tight, just as if the muscles 
were tied in a knot. Since I was not re­
newing the supply of nicotine in my sys­
tem, my body was apparently reacting to 
the change. At times, the difficulty was so 
severe I thought I might die. But I prayed 
to Jehovah for the strength to overcome 
this problem, and overcome it I did.

The agony I had gone through caused 
me to think seriously of the future. True, 
I had already dedicated myself to do God’s 
will, but as yet I was not baptized, and 
I knew that this was something else Je­
hovah required of those who had accepted 
his truths. But it was still winter, and 
there was no open water outside, nor were 
house facilities available inside. What to 
do?

We finally solved the problem by con­
structing a place for my baptism. We made 
a frame for a tub about six feet long and 
two feet wide, the height of which was 
about eighteen inches. Then we tacked 
table oilcloth onto the top of this and let 
the cloth hang down into the frame, mak­
ing a tublike arrangement, the cloth be­
ing the sides of the tub. At the beginning 
of the meeting held for my baptism we 
put water on the kitchen stove, and at the 
end of the meeting it was warm enough 
for baptism. A perfect coverage of water 
was obtained in our homemade tub and 
I was baptized.

GIVING BACK MORE
Things went on much as before for a 

while, but not for long. Jehovah had put 
something good in my heart and now he 
asked something more back. Jehovah
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wanted my mouth to be used to tell others 
the good things I had learned. This would 
be an expression of praise to him. This 
I began to do now in earnest, especially 
from about 1920 onward.

Because we were farming, we preached 
as we could set aside time for it. You see, 
I was a homesteader and had to work 
hard. The government had given us home­
steaders land grants of 160 acres each; and 
if we stuck it out for five years, the land 
would become ours.

When we settled on our 160-acre lots, 
there was nothing there to live on, so we 
all had to make our own homes, such as 
they were. We would lay a wooden floor, 
around which the sides were built up with 
rough lumber and covered with tar paper. 
On the outside, we piled sod, twenty to 
twenty-four inches thick and three to four 
feet high. This kept the place quite warm 
in winter. I lived alone, although I had 
several neighbors close by who were farm­
ing their homesteads as I was.

This homesteading meant that our 
preaching came in spurts, for while the 
ministry now became part of our life, our 
farms still had to be maintained. So we 
cared for the necessary seasonal work, 
then spent weeks at a time preaching. But 
there was, at that time, no regular week- 
by-week coverage-of-territory preaching, 
as is done by Jehovah’s witnesses today.

Our territory was mostly rural, and we 
gradually extended the scope of our ac­
tivity, covering a radius of about a hun­
dred or more miles from our farms. At 
times we worked out from Moosejaw, but 
not in the town itself. The brothers there 
took care of preaching in town. However, 
they did not have transportation to go 
preaching outside the town. We did, and 
so took care of the rural areas.

Of what did our transportation consist? 
Well, another brother and I that teamed 
up in the preaching work used a Ford that
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I had. We remodeled it, mounting on the 
back a canvas-covered frame, eight by six 
feet, for living. In that car we could live 
for weeks at a time and accomplish our 
ministry far from home. In it we carried 
all the literature we needed, as well as 
food and other supplies.

Our preaching work was very enjoyable. 
People in these rural areas were always 
glad to see anyone, as prairie life was a 
lonely one. Once in a while we would 
meet a rabidly opposed person, but not 
very often. Our work consisted mainly of 
calling on the people in their homes and 
leaving Bibles and Bible-study aids. Then, 
as they developed interest, they would as­
sociate with the small congregations in the 
area.

CALLED TO BETHEL
Later I moved to Michigan, in the Unit­

ed States, where I was born. I was in the 
full-time ministry at the time of the as­
sembly held by the Watch Tower Society 
in Detroit in 1928. There I met the presi­
dent of the Society at that time, J. F. 
Rutherford. At this assembly he issued a 
call for service at Brooklyn Bethel, the 
headquarters of the Society. During the 
interview, he asked me: “Do you think 
that you could stand the hard work that 
is done at Bethel?”

Why was that a very appropriate ques­
tion, in my case especially? Because in 
1928 I was already fifty-three years old. 
I had been born in 1875. So my age was 
decades above the usual age for Bethel 
applicants. But to his question, I replied 
positively, “Yes, sir.” However, he cor­
rected me by gently saying, “By the Lord’s 
grace”—the gentlest rebuke that I ever 
received from man.

I am sure he remembered the incident, 
for one day at Bethel as I was working, 
I felt a friendly pat on my back. When 
I looked around it was Brother Ruther-
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ford, passing by on one of his inspection 
tours. He seemed pleased that I was able 
to keep up with the hard work and that 
he had not misplaced his confidence in me.

Since coming to Brooklyn Bethel over 
thirty-seven years ago I have had many 
privileges. The first three years I worked 
on just about every floor of the factory. 
Eventually I was assigned to run a print­
ing press. Then, about 1931, I was put in 
the office to do bookkeeping and stayed 
there for nearly twenty years. After that, 
another job awaited, caring for those 
whose subscriptions for the Awake! and 
Watchtower magazines had expired. Along 
with several others, I handled notices that 
are sent out to the congregations so that 
those who do not renew can have a min­
ister make a personal call to encourage 
them to keep up their study of God’s 
Word. In spite of my deep-seated arthritis, 
I am still able, at ninety-one years of age, 
to care for this task.

Am I able to carry on any preaching 
work now? Not from house to house as I 
would like, although I was able to partici­
pate in that feature of the ministry until 
I was eighty-five years old. Then for a 
few years after that I was able to do the 
street-preaching activity. But in the past 
three years I have not had the health to 
be able to perform that either.

Then how am I able to preach? By let­
ter! I get names and addresses of interest­
ed persons from the congregation in the 
form of those expired subscription notices 
that I help to work on during the day. 
To these persons I write letters of a page 
or two and also send literature. My theme 
in all these letters is the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness.

Also, to keep up-to-date spiritually, I 
attend meetings on Monday night, Tues­
day night, Friday night and also on Sun­
day. In this way, though well advanced in
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years, I have the spiritual strength to give 
back, in some small measure, what Jeho­
vah asks of those he has blessed with his 
truths.

Some inquire how I have been able to 
endure the hard work of the past nearly 
five decades. The answer must come in the 
matter of motive and dedication. It was 
a matter of pleasing either myself or of 
pleasing Jehovah, as far as I was con­
cerned. I felt that Jehovah had given me 
the truth in the first place, so he had the 
right to ask back certain things of me. 
If I accepted the truth, then I should be 
willing to give back what he asks. So my 
motive in life after dedication was to

•  At 1 Corinthians 10:8 the apostle Paul said 
that 23,000 Israelites fell in one day for commit­
ting fornication. However, the figure given at 
Numbers 25:9 is 24,000. W ere these two differ­
ent incidents?— K. S., U.S.A.

Both texts apparently apply to the same inci­
dent. To the Corinthian Christians, who lived 
in a notoriously licentious city, the apostle Paul 
appropriately wrote at 1 Corinthians 10:8: 
“Neither let us practice fornication, as some of 
them [the Israelites in the wilderness] commit­
ted fornication, only to fall, twenty-three 
thousand of them in one day.” Evidently Paul 
was referring to the incident recorded in Num­
bers, chapter 25. At that time the Israelites 
suffered a scourge from Jehovah for having 
immoral relations with the daughters of Moab 
and for engaging in the false worship of the 
Baal of Peor. Numbers 25:9 reported the result, 
stating: “And those who died from the scourge 
amounted to twenty-four thousand.”
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please Jehovah first, and I have tried to 
do this.

What has helped very much, too, is that 
I have reflected continually on Jehovah's 
promises and have had complete faith in 
his Word that he would straighten out all 
of man's affairs in his due time. With this 
full confidence I could endure in the work 
regardless of what was required, because 
I knew full well that in the end Jehovah 
would make everything work out for the 
best interests of his servants, including 
me. Yes, with a willing spirit, putting God 
and his requirements first, anyone can 
give back humbly what God asks of him. 
—Mic. 6:8.

It is possible that the number of those slain 
was between 23,000 and 24,000, allowing for 
either round figure to be satisfactorily given 
as a total. However, it is to be noted that in 
Numbers special mention is made of the fact 
that the judges of Israel killed the head men 
who had an attachment with the Baal of Peor. 
(Num. 25:4, 5) There may well have been a 
thousand of those head ones who died at the 
hands of the judges. But the 23,000 persons 
apparently were direct victims of the scourge 
from Jehovah. The resulting total would be 
24,000, the figure given at Numbers 25:9. Of 
course, in general all 24,000 experienced God’s 
scourge in that they all died under his decree 
of judgment. (Deut. 4 :3) Since Paul wrote under 
divine inspiration, there is no reason to con­
clude that he erred in giving the number of 
those who fell because of their wrongdoing in 
the incident involving the Baal of Peor.

•  Who was the father of Zerubbabel? The 
Bible seems to indicate both Pedaiah and 
Shealtiel.— J.B., U.S.A.

Pedaiah was the fleshly father of Zerubbabel. 
This is indicated by 1 Chronicles 3:17-19, which 
states: “And the sons of Jeconiah [Jehoiachin] 
as prisoner [in Babylon] were Shealtiel his 
son and Malchiram and Pedaiah . . . And the 
sons of Pedaiah were Zerubbabel and Shimei.”
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However, Zerubbabel is called the son of Sheal- 
tiel elsewhere in the Bible, as at Ezra 3:2, 8 
and in the genealogies of Jesus Christ at 
Matthew 1:12 and Luke 3:27. W hy is this so?

According to First Chronicles, chapter three, 
Pedaiah was Zerubbabel’s father, whereas 
Shealtiel was his uncle, his father’s brother. 
Yet, for some reason that is not disclosed in 
the Bible, Zerubbabel was reckoned as the 
son of Shealtiel. Evidently Zerubbabel was 
considered to be his legal son and heir. It is, 
of course, possible that Shealtiel died childless 
and that his brother, Pedaiah, complied with 
the law of levirate marriage, marrying his 
brother’s widow. (Deut. 25:5-10) The first son 
of such a union would be viewed as Shealtiel’s 
legal heir. On the other hand, perhaps, because
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of Pedaiah’s death, Shealtiel came to have 
custody of Zerubbabel, raising him as his son. 
However, the Scriptures themselves are silent 
on the matter.

Regardless of the undisclosed circumstances, 
the Bible shows that Zerubbabel was literally 
the son of Pedaiah. (1 Chron. 3:19) But, since 
the Scriptures also call him the son of Shealtiel, 
it was fittingly stated on page 160 of the book 
“Babylon the Great Has Fallen!” Godfs King­
dom Rules!: “In fact, Jehoiachin had sons at 
Babylon, Shealtiel, Malchiram, Pedaiah, She- 
nazzar, Jekamiah, Hoshama and Nedabiah. Of 
these sons Shealtiel was reckoned as the father 
of Zerubbabel, who became governor of Judah 
under Persia and who rebuilt the temple at 
restored Jerusalem.”
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
FIELD MINISTRY

How many people are there in the world 
who, if there is a choice, are willing to die 
rather than compromise on what they believe? 
Not many. But those who have firm faith in 
God’s promise of a resurrection are thus 
strengthened to faithfulness. Jehovah’s wit­
nesses have such faith, and during April they 
will continue to call at the homes of people 
everywhere endeavoring to aid others to gain 
faith in God and his Word. As an aid in this 
work, they will be offering a year’s subscrip­
tion for this magazine, The Watchtower, along 
with three Scriptural booklets, for $1.

death on that evening. After a Bible discourse, 
the Memorial emblems, the bread and the wine, 
will be passed, following the example Jesus 
himself set on the last night he was with his 
disciples before his death. You are invited to 
attend this important meeting. If you do not 
know where the nearest Kingdom Hall of 
Jehovah’s witnesses is located, write the pub­
lishers of this magazine for information.

MEMORIAL OF CHRIST'S DEATH 
Where will you be on the evening of April 5? 

That depends on what the date means to you. 
To Christians who take seriously the instruc­
tions of the Lord Jesus to commemorate his 
death, that date is most important. This year 
April 5, after sundown, corresponds to Nisan 
14 on the Jewish calendar, and that is the date 
that Jesus Christ died on behalf of mankind. 
So at Kingdom Halls of Jehovah’s witnesses 
around the earth large numbers of persons 
will be gathered for the Memorial of Christ’s

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS 
May 1: Completing the W ork of Making Dis

ciples. Page 201.
May 8: Finding Happiness in Making Dis­

ciples. Page 208.


