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THE PURPOSE OF "THE WATCHTOWER”

Every watch-tower has its purpose. It serves as an elevated place for a
wide-awake person with sharp vision. It enables him to see far ahead into
the distance and tell those below for whom he is a watchman what is
drawing near, whether it is a danger against which to prepare or it is
something good over which to be glad with strong faith and hope.

Because of having the name "The Watchtower 1 this magazine justly
has to render a similar useful service to the people of all nations. This is
an international magazine and makes no racial distinctions, for we are all
facing a common world danger; we are all hoping for a common good.

Ever since "The Watchtower" began to be published in July of 1879 it
has looked ahead into the future, always striving to aid its readers to ad-
vance in knowledge and to gain a clearer picture of the glorious new order
of things that is in store for righteous mankind. No, "The Watchtower™
is no inspired prophet, but it follows and explains a Book of prophecy the
predictions in which have proved to be unerring and unfailing till now.
"The Watchtower” is therefore under safe guidance. It may be read with
confidence, for its statements may be checked against that prophetic Book.

Among the many nations of today there are hundreds of differing
religions. \Vhich one does this magazine present? Not the confused religions
of Christendom, but the religion of the oldest sacred Book on earth. Which
Book? The Sacred Bible of the Holy Scriptures, written by inspiration in
the name of the Creator of heaven and earth, the only living and true God.

The sacred, nonpolitical purpose of "The Watchtower” is accordingly
to encourage and promote study of the Holy Bible and to give our many
readers the needed unsectarian help to understand that Book of true
religion and infallible prophecy. Thus this magazine will be helping them
to prove worthy of perfect life and happiness in God’s promised new order
under His everlasting kingdom of righteousness.
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T WAS a cool au-

tumn night, and
not far from the
small Judean town
of Bethlehem shep-
herds were in the
fields tending their
flocks. Suddenly the
shepherds were
shocked to full atten-
tion. A dazzling light
gleamed all around
them, and in the midst
of the resplendent brilliance stood a crea-
ture such as they had never seen before.
Great fear seized them all. Was the crea-
ture that stood in front of them merely a
figment of their imagination?

No, clearly it was not, for it spoke to
them, saying: “Have no fear, for, look! I am
declaring to you good news of a great joy
that all the people will have, because there
was born to you today a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord, in David’ city. And this
is a sign for you: you will find an infant
bound in cloth bands and lying in a man-
ger.” What a thrilling announcement! The
one long looked forward to who would be-
come the Messiah had been born.

But this was not the conclusion of the
glorious display or of the heavenly an-
nouncements. The faithful recorder of
these events explains: “And suddenly
there came to be with the angel a multi-
tude of the heavenly host, praising God

GS YOUR LIFE AFFECTED BY

ANGELS?

Are angels merely figments of the
imagination? Or do they really play
an important role in the lives of men?
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KINGDOM
and saying: ‘Glory

in the heights above

to God, and upon

earth peace among
men of good will.””

—Luke 2:8-14.

The angels un-
questionably affected
the lives of these hum-
ble shepherds, result-
ing in their coming to
be among the first
ones to see the new-
born babe Jesus, who was to become the
heavenly King of God’ everlasting king-
dom. What a marvelous privilege!—Dan.
7:13, 14.

This well-known incident raises impor-
tant questions, such as: Who are angels?
Where do they come from? Are they dis-
embodied humans? What services do they
perform in behalf of people on earth? Is
your life affected by them?

ORIGIN AND CHARACTERISTICS

Many persons have been taught that an-
gels are the departed dead that once lived
on earth. The death of the body is said to
release an immortal soul that lives on as
an angel in heaven. At the funeral of a
young ten-year-old girl a Roman Catholic
priest some time ago explained, as reported
in the New York Daily Mirror: “God want-
ed another angel and He took Dorothy.
Dorothy had been picked by God to remain
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with her parents just this length of time.
Then he called her to serve Him at this
Christmas time.”

Is this true? Are angels persons who
once lived on earth? Are they disembodied
humans? No, not according to God’s Word
the Bible. These inspired writings reveal
that long before this earth had been pre-
pared for human habitation Almighty God
created spirit sons or angels. This is re-
vealed by His inquiry made long ago of his
servant Job, which, according to the Jew-
ish Targum, reads: “Where did you happen
to be when | founded the earth? Tell me, if
you do know understanding. When the
morning stars joyfully cried out together,
and all the bands of angels began shouting
in applause?”—Job 38:4, 7, 1957 Edition,
footnote.

God not only created these spirits long
before he did man, but he also made them
a higher form of life than human. “An-
gels,” the Bible says, “are greater in
strength and power.” And God’s Word ex-
plains that man was made “a little lower
than angels.”—2 Pet. 2:11; Heb. 2:6, 7.

Not only were angels made superior to
humans, but even among
themselves there are vari-
ous ranks or classifications.
First in position is Michael
the archangel, whom the
Scriptures show is none
other than the Word, or
Chief Spokesman for God,
who became the man Jesus
Christ. (Dan. 12:1; John 1:
1; Rev. 12:7) Then there
are seraphs, whom the prophet Isaiah saw
attending Jehovah in a vision of His tem-
ple. (Isa. 6:2, 6) Also described in the
Scriptures are the cherubs, representations
of whom were placed on the ark of the cov-
enant housed in the Most Holy compart-
ment of the wilderness tabernacle and later
in the temple built by Solomon. (Ex. 25:18-
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22; 1Ki. 8:6,7; Ps. 99:1) And, finally, there
is the great body of angelic messengers.

The combined number of these spirit
creations of God reaches many millions.
In a prophetic vision of Jehovah’s throne
the prophet Daniel saw “a thousand thou-
sands that kept ministering to him, and
ten thousand times ten thousand that kept
standing right before him.”—Dan. 7:9,10.

Like humans, these spirit creatures can
communicate in a spoken language; the
Bible referring to “the tongues of men and
of angels.” But, unlike humans, they are
without sex and are, therefore, incapable
of reproducing their own kind. Jesus re-
vealed this when he explained that in the
resurrection of the dead, men and women
are not “given in marriage, but are as an-
gels in heaven.”)Each angel was a direct
creation.—1 Cor. 13:1; Matt. 22:30.

Humans who have died could not be in-
cluded among these angels, because at
death a man’ personality does not contin-
ue to exist. “The living are conscious that
they will die,”)the Bible says; “but as for
the dead, they are conscious of nothing at
all.” And of the death of man, the Scrip-

tures say: “His spirit goes
out, he goes back to his
ground; day his
thoughts do perish.™ No
part of man continues alive.
The Bible states emphati-
cally: “The soul that is sin-
ning—it itself will die.”
—Eccl. 9:5; Ps. 146:4;
Ezek. 18:4.

This does not mean that
none from among mankind receive heaven-
lylife. At his resurrection from the dead
Jesus Christ was given a spiritual body,
and did ascend to heaven. (1 Pet. 3:18;
Acts 2:31-33) However, Jesus was exalted
far above the angels, and those who are
taken from among mankind to share heav-
enly glory with him will also be exalted far
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above the angels. The Bible shows that
these members of Christ’s bride, who will
share with him in ruling the earth and
bringing it to a paradisaic condition, num-
ber only 144,000.—Heb. 1:4; Rev. 14:1, 3;
5:10; 20:6.

SERVICES PERFORMED

The Hebrew and Greek words translated
“angel” in the Bible simply mean a mes-
senger. Angels are God’s spirit messengers,
and their services are often in behalf of
humans. Jesus Christ described what great
concern they have for God’s servants, when
he said: “See to it that you men do not
despise one of these little ones; for | tell
you that their angels in heaven always
behold the face of my Father who is in
heaven.” The psalmists also gave the com-
forting assurance: God “will give his own
angels a command concerning you, to
guard you in all your ways.” And again:
“The angel of Jehovah is camping all
around those fearing him, and he rescues
them.’9-Matt. 18:10; Ps. 91:11; 34:7;
Heb. 1:7, 14.

Two outstanding examples of rescue by
God’s angels are recorded in the Bible book
of Daniel. The first occurred when the
Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar had
three young Hebrew servants of God seized
and thrown into a superheated furnace be-
cause they would not bow down to his
huge golden image. When a fourth figure
appeared in the furnace to protect the men,
Nebuchadnezzar said,: “Blessed be the God
of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who
sent his angel and rescued his servants
that trusted in him.”A-Dan. 3:19-28.

The other instance occurred when the
aged Daniel, a friend of those three faith-
ful Hebrews, was thrown into a pit of lions
because he refused to stop praying to his
God Jehovah. The next morning the king
hurried to the lions’ pit and inquired: “ ‘O
Daniel, servant of the living God, has your
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God whom you are serving with constancy
been able to rescue you from the lions?’
Immediately Daniel himself spoke even
with the king:; ‘O king, live on even to
times indefinite."My own God sent his an-
gel and shut the mouth of the lions, and
they have not brought me to ruin.” -4-Dan.
6:16-22. y

Angels also ministered in behalf of Jesus.
After his being tempted by the Devil at
the beginning of his earthly ministry,
“look! angels came and began to minister
to him.” And on the very last night of his
earthly life, while he was praying to his
heavenly Father, fan angel from heaven
appeared to him and strengthened him.”
The angels were right at hand to serve
Jesus, causing him to say: “Do you think
that | cannot appeal to my Father to sup-
ply me at this moment more than twelve
legions of angels?”-\-Matt. 4:11; Luke 22:
43; Matt. 26:53. /

An outstanding example that shows in
what particular activity the angels have
been assigned to assist God’s servants is
found in Acts chapter five. Jesus’ apostles
had been zealously preaching the good
news of God’ kingdom and of his Christ,
and so to stop this activity the Jewish
“high priest and all those with him, . . .
laid hands upon the apostles and put them
in the public place of custody.” Ah, but
note what happened! “During the night
Jehovah’s angel opened the doors of the
prison, brought them out and said: ‘Be on
your way, and, having taken a stand in the
temple, keep on speaking to the people all
the sayings about this life.”” God’s angel
took an active part in seeing that the
preaching work was not interfered with.
—Acts 5:17-20; see also Acts 12:3-11.

But more than that, the angels even di-
rected God’s servants to come in contact
with righteously disposed persons. For ex-
ample, on one occasion “Jehovah’s angel
spoke to Philip, saying: ‘Rise and go to
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the south to the road that runs down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” . .. With that he rose
and went, and, look! an Ethiopian eunuch

. . was sitting in his chariot and reading
aloud the prophet lIsaiah.” Philip was di-
rected to approach the chariot, and when
he explained the Bible truths concerning
Jesus, the man happily embraced them and
was baptized.—Acts 8:26-38; see also Acts
10:1-22.

IS YOUR LIFE AFFECTED?

There can be no question that angels
played an important role in the lives of
men in times past, but what about today?
Is your life affected by angels?

You may not think so, but it actually is.
God’s Word makes
clear that we—have
now reached the last
days of this wicked .
system of things
when, as the prophe-
cy describes, Christ
would “send forth his
angels” to “gather his chosen ones togeth-
er.” Not only have the angels been gather-
ing the “chosen ones,” who will eventually
become members of Christ’s heavenly
bride, but they are also sharing in separat-
ing people of the nations, as Jesus ex-
plained: “When the Son of man arrives in
his glory, and all the angels with him, . ..
he will separate people one from another,
just as a shepherd separates the sheep
from the goats.”—Matt. 24:31; 25:31-33;
see also Rev. 14:6-10.

Although remaining invisible, the angels
are very active in this separating work,
noting the righteously inclined hearts of
sheeplike persons and, as they did in the
first century, directing God’s earthly min-
isters to them. Undoubtedly experiences
similar to one related by a Kingdom pub-
lisher in the central United States occur
frequently. The Witness relates that, while
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engaged in the house-to-house ministry,
this happened:

“She told me she had thought of taking
her life that day, but instead was praying
to God to help her some way when |
rapped on the door. This was a miracle to
her, because there | stood, with my Bible
in hand ready to share God’s Word with
her.” Arrangements were made for a re-
turn visit on the woman and her husband,
with the following result.

“That evening is one we will never for-
get. They were so eager to hear God’s
Word and when we explained how they
could learn more by a systematic study of
the Bible, they agreed that was what they

wanted. . . . After four studies, they are
witnessing to their
families and neigh-
ISSUE

bors, so eager to
share the wonderful
new truths they have
learned.” Experienc-
es such as this are
an evidence that the
ministrations of angels are still being per-
formed in behalf of those who earnestly
seek God.

But even those who do not exercise faith
in Jesus Christ and in the everlasting King-
dom of which the angel Gabriel told Jesus’
human mother that Jesus would be ruler—
those too will soon come in for angelic at-
tention. However, it will be no more pleas-
ant for them than it was for the 185,000
Assyrian warriors who in one night were
struck dead by the angel of Jehovah. It
will mean their destruction! “At the reve-
lation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with
his powerful angels,” the Bible tells us,
“those who do not know God and those
who do not obey the good news about our
Lord Jesus . . . will undergo the judicial
punishment of everlasting destruction.”
—2 Thess. 1:6-9; 2 Ki. 19:35; Luke 1:
28-33.
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Certainly, then, now is the time to take
steps so as to be affected beneficially by
the angels. How? By heeding the “everlast-
ing good news” that Jehovah’s witnesses
are preaching under angelic direction. And
by obeying the command of the angels, as
recorded in Revelation 14:6, 7: “Fear God
and give him glory.” Make it unmistakably
clear that you have responded to this
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angelic admonition by your outspokenly
encouraging others to worship God as he
directs in his Word of truth; urge them to

submit now to God’s reigning Son Jesus
Christ. In that way you will prove that
you are in harmony with God’ holy an-
gels, and their service to God will also be
a blessing to you.

Fearless in Preaching God's Disclosed Secrets

OT without good reason did Jesus Christ

command his apostles when sending them

forth to preach: “Do not become fearful
of those who Kill the body but cannot Kill
the soul; but rather be in fear of him that
can destroy both soul and body in Gehenna.”
—Matt. 10:28.*

That admonition implied that in going out
to preach they would meet up with persecu-
tion. But why? Was not the message that they
were to bring, “The kingdom of the heavens
has drawn near,” good news? It was indeed.

live with godly devotion in association with
Christ Jesus will also be persecuted.”—2 Tim.
3:12.

But why not fear men when they can take
our lives? For one thing, because they are
mortal. As Jehovah reminded his ancient
witnesses: “Who are you that you should be
afraid of a mortal man that will die? ... And

Yes, persecutors may be here today, but they
e gone tomorrow, dead and buried. Where
today are those bitter persecutors of Jehovah’s

: Ithat you should forget Jehovah your Maker?”

It consisted of God’s secrets that Jesus dis- 7] people, such as Hitler, Stalin and Trujillo?

closed in the darkness, as it were, and which
they were to tell in the light; the good news
he had whispered in their ears, so to speak,
they were to preach from the housetops.
—Matt. 10:7, 27.

Why would anyone want to persecute them
for bringing good news, and especially when
they, at the same time, performed miracles
of healing? Why? Because this good news
was light, and some preferred darkness to
light; because this good news was the truth
that set men free, and there were those who
profited from keeping others in bondage.
—John 3:19; 8:32.

That Jesus had good reason to tell them
not to fear those who could Kill only the
body his disciples learned, at the latest, when
Jesus was taken into custody, and all of them
abandoned him and fled. And later, when
persecution came upon them, when the apostle
James was put to death and the apostle Peter
was imprisoned, these words no doubt came
to their minds.—Matt. 26:56; Acts 12:1-3.

The counsel that Jesus gave back there
about not fearing men applies with equal
force to us today, for “all those desiring to

* For details see The Watchtower, December 15, 1964.

—lsa. 51:12, 13.

But the chief reason for not fearing man
is, as Jesus pointed out, that man can Kill
only the body, not the soul, whereas God
“can destroy both soul and body in Gehenna.”
More important than this life is our hope of
everlasting life in the future, which, if men
kill us while we are faithfully serving Jeho-
vah, is made available to us by a resurrection.
Men cannot prevent God from resurrecting
us in his due time.—1 Cor. 15:58.

There is, however, One whom we should
fear, namely, Jehovah God. If we displease
him by yielding to fear of man and prove un-

ithful, we may live a few years longer now,
but then when we die, that will be finis as
far as we are concerned. By proving faithful,
we are assured of a resurrection in God’s due
time.—Rev. 2:10.

So let all dedicated Christian ministers fear
Jehovah God, imitating his greatest Preacher,
Jesus Christ, who showed no fear. Fearlessly
keep preaching God’s disclosed secrets, warn-
ing people to flee from Babylon the Great
before it is too late, and telling them also
of the blessings in store for such obedient ones
in Jehovah’s new system of things.



Slaves of Men
Slaves of Your Repurchaser

ID you know that you were born a

slave? The fact of the matter is
that all humankind born to earthly, human
fathers have been born slaves, the children
of slaves. If you look honestly into the
facts of the case and see how it is true,
it will help you to understand many things
about yourself. It will lead to your under-
standing how to be freed from such slavery.

2The doors of liberation from this house
of worldwide slavery were opened up nine-
teen centuries ago. Away back there in the
first century of our Common Era, among
those who got free from this slavery was
a man who has now become known around
the globe. But he always had to keep
watching and putting forth efforts in order
to avoid being enslaved again. He enjoyed
his own freedom very much, and he tried
to help as many other persons as possible
to gain such freedom. No, he did not fight
a war against the Roman empire, the en-
slaver of millions; nor did he lead a Free-
dom March to Rome to protest against
slavery. Why not? Because he was work-
ing in the cause of a freedom greater than
what men can give.

3Because of this man’s liberation work,
some religious organizations have de-
clared him to be one of their “saints” and
so call him “Saint Paul.” But he spoke of
1. How many of mankind have been born into slavery?
2,3 (a) Among those who got free from this slave
was what noted worker in the cause of freedom?

(b) How did this freedom worker refer to himself by
name?
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"You were bought with a price;

himself as plain Paul. For instance, he said
to people who wanted to make him their
special leader: *“Paul was not impaled for
you, was he? Or were you baptized in the
name of Paul?” “For when one says: ‘I be-
long to Paul,” but another says: ‘I to Apol-
los,” are you not simply men? What, then,
is Apollos? Yes, what is Paul? Ministers
through whom you became believers, even
as the Lord granted each one.”—1 Cor.
1:13; 3:4, 5.

4
ship. Because of this the Roman govern-
ment considered him to be a free man.
Once a Roman chiliarch, a military com-
mander, asked him: “Tell me, Are you a
Roman?” He replied: “Yes.” The military
commander also claimed Roman citizen-
ship, saying: “l purchased these rights as
a citizen for a large sum of money.” Then
Paul said: “But | was even born in them.”
(Acts 22:27, 28) Paul was in fact a cir-
cumcised Jew. But as he was born in the
Asiatic city of Tarsus, he was born into
Roman citizenship, for, over a hundred
years previously, the Roman politician
Anthony had conferred Roman citizenship
4. (@) What_was Paul as to political status in the

Roman Empire, and how so? (b) In freedom from what
slavery was Paul interested?

Paul had the rights of Roman citizen-
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upon all the inhabitants of Tarsus, and lat-
er Emperor Caesar Augustus confirmed
those privileges. (Acts 21:39; 22:3) So it
was not from slavery to the Roman Em-
pire that Paul was set free, nor did he
enter the political arena to help others to
get rid of such slavery. There was another
slavery more far-reaching, one that re-
sulted in death. In freedom from this slav-
ery the Roman citizen Paul was interested.

5How had Paul come into this larger
slavery? How did we all come into it? How
has it affected us? Paul explained this very
understandably, when he wrote to fellow
believers of his in Rome, Italy. When
speaking of God’s law, not Roman law,
Paul said:

6“The Law is spiritual; but I am fleshly,
sold under sin. For what I am working out
I do not know. For what | wish, this I do
not practice; but what I hate is what I do.
However, if what | do not wish is what |
do, I agree that the Law is fine. But now
the one working it out is no longer I, but
sin that resides in me. For | know that in
me, that is, in my flesh, there dwells noth-
ing good; for ability to wish is present with
me, but ability to work out what is fine
is not present. For the good that I wish
I do not do, but the bad that | do not wish
is what | practice.

7“1f, now, what | do not wish is what
I do, the one working it out is no longer I,
but the sin dwelling in me. | find, then,
this law in my case: that when | wish to
do what is right, what is bad is present
with me. | really delight in the law of God
according to the man I am within, but |
behold in my members another law war-
ring against the law of my mind and lead-
ing me captive to sin’s law that is in my
members. Miserable man that 1 am! Who
6. (a)7 In what letter did Paul explain this larger

ry?

5
s'Ia_ve (b) What was at work in Paul to prevent his
doing what 'he wished to do?

7. What undesirable law did Paul find_in his members,

and to what extent was he in subjection to it?
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will rescue me from the body undergoing
this death? Thanks to God through Jesus
Christ our Lord! So, then, with my mind
I myself am a slave to God’s law, but with
my flesh to sin’s law.”—Rom. 7:14-25.

8Paul’s body, just like our own bodies,
was “fleshly.” In his body of flesh he found
a law operating, one that we can find oper-
ating in our own bodies also. It was the
law of sin. Consequently, when he wished
to do what is right and in harmony with
God’s good law, he did not find the ability
to do it perfectly and all the time. The sin
that dwelt in his flesh took over control
and prevented him from carrying out his
wish. In heart and mind he was in harmo-
ny with God’s law, so that with his mind
he was a slave of God’s law. But his flesh
did not always agree with his mind, and
he therefore had to fight against serving
sin’s law within his flesh. What was the
difficulty? Paul had been “sold under sin.”
If that was true of Paul the apostle, it is
true also of all of us.

91t is not good for us to be willingly the
slaves to sin’s law, which always tries to
operate without control through our flesh.
If we let sin’s law operate unresisted
through our flesh, it may result in some
pleasure for the moment but it does not
work for our gaining an eternal life of hap-
piness. God’s law showed the Jews what
sin is. His law condemned sinners to death.
So Paul said that sin was working out
death for him according to the condemna-
tion that God’s good law pronounced upon
sinners.—Rom. 7:13.

1OHence, if we desire everlasting life in
complete happiness, as Paul himself did,
we long to be rescued from the sin in us
that is causing our fleshly bodies to under-
go death. Naming the one through whom
8. Against what in himself did Paul have to fight,
and what was the difficulty responsible for this?
9. Why is it not good for us to be willingly the slaves
to sin’s law?

10. Like Paul, for what rescue do we long, and through
whom will it come?
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this rescue would come to us, Paul ex-
claimed: “Thanks to God through Jesus
Christ our Lord!” (Rom. 7:25) How, then,
does this rescue come from God through
Christ?

1 Paul said that he was “sold under sin.”
He was therefore a slave “to sin’s law.”
To become free of this slavery, he needed
to be bought back or repurchased. How
did Paul, the freeborn Roman citizen, come
to be “sold under sin”? Finding out the
answer to that question will help us to
understand how all the rest of us were
“sold under sin,” so that now we find “sin
working out death” for all of us. How was
Paul bought back? How can we be?

ENTRANCE OF SIN’S LAW INTO HUMAN FLESH

2Paul said he was “fleshly.” We today
are all of the same flesh as that of Paul,
who was an “apostle, separated to God’s
good news, which he promised aforetime
through his prophets in the holy Scrip-
tures.” (Rom. 1:1, 2) Through woman we
all got our fleshly bodies from the first
man, Adam. His wife Eve, the first woman,
was flesh of the first man’s flesh and bone
of his bones. So the apostle Paul agreed
with the Bible’s record of human creation
and wrote: “Just as the woman is out of
the man, so also the man is through the
woman; but all things are out of God.”
—1 Cor. 11:12.

13Today, about six thousand years after
God created man, modern science has
never been able to disprove what the apos-
tle Paul said to pagan Greek judges at
Athens, Greece: “God ... made out of one
man every nation of men, to dwell upon the
entire surface of the earth, and he decreed
the appointed seasons and the set limits of

11. What needed to be done for Paul to become free
from slavery “to sin’s law,” and what question arises
about the sale of Paul ?

12. According to the Bible record of creation, through
whom did we all get our fleshly bodies ?

13. 14. ga) Why should we not vyield to the urge of
nationalism or”get %uffed up nationalistically ? (b) "Why
could God not be the one who sold us under sin?
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the dwelling of men, for them to seek God.”
(Acts 17:24-27) So why should any man
proudly give way to the urge of national-
ism?

URegardless of our present nationality,
we are all “sold under sin,” we are all
slaves “to sin’s law.” All being slaves, why
should we boast or get puffed up, one na-
tionality against another? We cannot do
so in God’s sight and find special favor
with him. So now we ask, Who sold all of
us? Certainly God the Creator did not do
s0. Because of his own absolute righteous-
ness, goodness and holiness, he could not
create the first man and woman as crea-
tures *“sold under sin.” Well, then, what
was the bodily or fleshly condition of the
first man and woman when God created
them? What does his own inspired Book,
the Holy Bible, say about it?

15 To make us, who are such wonderfully
constructed creatures, God had to be the
greatest Scientist alive, at least six thou-
sand years ahead of all earthly scientists
of today. God’s scientific account of cre-
ation as written down in the Holy Bible
does not agree with the human philosophy
of Hindus, Buddhists and other religionists
that all material things are sinful, gross,
coarse, bad in themselves. The Bible says
that, after God had created the first man
and woman and blessed them and com-
manded them to fill the earth with their
fleshly kind, “God saw everything he had
made and, look! it was very good.” (Gen.
1:31) God is not a God that calls what is
bad good, and what is good bad, and that
puts darkness for light and bitter for sweet.
He calls down woe upon people who twist
things like that. (Isa. 5:20-23; Prov. 17:
15) When He pronounces his work good,
it has to be good. Accordingly, to be pro-
nounced good by God, the first man and
woman had to be good.

15. (?g To make us creatures, what did God have_to

be? (b) How did God’s estimate of the human creation
differ from that of Oriental religious philosophies?
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18  Besides Adam, there has been another.. are evident by this fact: Everyone who

perfect man on earth. A medical doctor of
our first century traces the genealogy of
this other perfect man. First Doctor Luke
says: “Now when all the people were bap-
tized, Jesus also was baptized and, as he
was praying, the heaven was opened up
and the holy spirit in bodily shape like a
dove came down upon him, and a voice
came out of heaven: “You are my Son, the
beloved; | have approved you.”” (Luke 3:
21, 22) Then Doctor Luke proceeds to
trace Jesus’ earthly genealogy, saying:
“Furthermore, Jesus himself, when he
commenced his work, was about thirty
years old, being the son, as the opinion was,
of Joseph, the son of Heli.” From there
Doctor Luke moves back through more
than seventy additional generations and
ends up, saying: “the son of Enos, the son
of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.”
—Luke 3:23-38.

I/ Thus, after speaking about the perfect,
approved Son of God, Jesus Christ, Doc-
tor Luke says that the first man Adam
was “the son of God.” Since he calls Adam
a “son of God” alongside of Jesus the per-
fect, approved Son of God, then Adam too,
at his beginning, must have been a per-
fect human creature if he was to be rated
as a “son of God.” Adam was, according
to Bible measurements.

BIf, at his beginning, Adam had been
sinful, imperfect, he would not have been
a son of God. In proof of that the Chris-
tian apostle John writes under divine in-
spiration: *“Everyone who has been born
from God does not carry on sin, because
His reproductive seed remains in such one,
and he cannot practice sin, because he has
been born from God. The children of God
16, 17. (a) How does Doctor Luke trace the enealo%y
of a perfect man? (b) Because in this connection Luke
calls Adam God’s son, what must Adam have been at
his beginning?

18, 19. (a) According to John’s stated rule for 'j:_udgin
who are ‘God’s children, why could Adam and Eve no

have been sinful at their “beginning? (b) Why were
they not then lying under the wicked one’s power?

does not carry on righteousness does not
originate with God, neither does he who
does not love his brother. We know we
originate with God, but the whole world is
lying in the power of the wicked one.”
—1 John 3:9, 10; 5:19.

BAccording to this rule, the first man
Adam and his wife Eve were not sinners
or practicers of sin at their beginning, be-
cause they originated with God. They were
God’s direct children. He does not create
sinners, for he is not the source of sin. At
their creation Adam and Eve were not ly-
ing in the power of any wicked one, but
they were created to be the servants of the
righteous God.

ADThis is why the creation account in
Genesis 1:27, 28 tells us: “God proceeded
to create the man in his image, in God’s
image he created him; male and female he
created them. Further, God blessed them
and God said to them: ‘Be fruitful and be-
come many and fill the earth and subdue
it, and have in subjection the fish of the
sea and the flying creatures of the heav-
ens and every living creature that is mov-
ing upon the earth.”” Would the righteous
God bless sinners and tell sinners to fill
the earth with their sinful kind and at the
same time have all the other living animals
on the earth under sinful subjection? No!
God made the first man Adam “in his
image” and in his likeness. Since this im-
age and likeness did not refer to Adam’
bodily shape and his vital organs, this im-
age and likeness must have referred to
Adam’s mental abilities and his moral
qualities. He could reason and make in-
telligent decisions and feel the workings of
conscience.

2 Besides physical power, Adam had the
qualities of wisdom, justice and love in a

perfect degree. This would mean that Ad-

20, 21. (a) How does God’s blessing and commissioning
of Adam ‘and Eve argue against their then having been
sinful? (bg What were God’s image and likeness, and
how does this argue for Adam’s sonship?
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am was a son of God at his beginning, for
this would be in line with the rule: “Love
is from God, and everyone who loves has
been born from God and gains the knowl-
edge of God. He that does not love has not
come to know God, because God is love.”
—1 John 4:7, 8.

2Since the man Adam, when created in
God’s image and likeness, reflected God’s
perfect qualities and attributes, he must
have been perfect at his creation. When
God created an earthly son in the divine
image and likeness, he would certainly not
create a sinner or imperfect man. A sin-
ful, imperfect man would have been a dis-
credit to God’s workmanship and a re-
flection against God’s mental powers and
moral qualities.

BNo “son of God” inherits or derives
sinfulness and imperfection from God.
This fact is directly stated in Deuteronomy
32:3-6, where the prophet Moses says to
the nation of Israel: “I shall declare the
name of Jehovah. Do you attribute great-
ness to our God! The Rock, perfect is his
activity, for all his ways are justice. A
God of faithfulness, with whom there is
no injustice; righteous and upright is he.
They have acted ruinously on their own
part; they are not his children, the defect
is their own. A generation crooked and
twisted! Is it to Jehovah that you keep
doing this way, O people stupid and not
wise? Is he not your Father who has pro-
duced you, he who made you and proceed-
ed to give you stability?”

24God’s perfect activity would never
produce an imperfect creature. It would
produce a perfect man, without defect,
not twisted or crooked. Since God can-
not deny himself, he would not have his
works represent him as being a kind of
22. Why would God, when creating in his imag}e and
likeness, not create a sinner or imperfect man?
és, 24, ﬁ\) Since no “son of God” gets sinfulness from

od, what kind of human creature did God's activity

roduce? (b) Since God cannot deny himself, what
ind of representative human creature would he make?
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person that he is not. His earthly human
son would harmoniously have the qualities
of his heavenly Father and be sinless, in
order to represent his heavenly Father’s
perfection in mind and morals.

WHY OUR PRESENT STATE MENTALLY,
MORALLY, PHYSICALLY?

5The perfect activity of God put this
perfect man Adam in a garden spot on
earth, “a paradise of pleasure” as the
Douay Bible translators call it. (Gen. 2:
7, 8, 15, 16,
tivity created a perfect wife for the per-
fect Adam, that they might reproduce per-
fect children in this paradise of pleasure.
(Gen. 2:18-23) God, as his heavenly Fa-
ther, told Adam how he could live forever
in this paradise of pleasure—Gen. 2:17.

DAl these things being so, how is it
that all of us today are not living in a
paradise of pleasure? Why is it that, after
almost six thousand years of man’s culti-
vation of the earth, the earth is not sub-
dued practically everywhere to a paradise
state? Why is it that after about six mil-
lenniums of human procreation the billions
of our ancestors are not alive with us today
to fill a paradise earth but lie dead in the
bosom of the earth or in the heart of the
sea? Why is it that we billions of people
alive today are not perfect in body, mind
and heart but our imperfections seem to
be increasing? Why is it that each of us
must honestly say: “In me, that is, in my
flesh, there dwells nothing good”? (Rom.
7:18) This state of affairs cannot be
charged to God. All his written Word, the
Holy Bible, testifies that he gave to man-
kind a perfect start. Does the Bible also
explain our present state? Yes! How?

ZThe Bible’s simple answer is that we

%5. I,—I|0¥v did God provide a perfect start for the human
amily?

26. (g) All those things being so, what questions arise
in view of the state of man and of the earth today?
b) To whom can this state of affairs not be charged?
7. What was it God’s purpose that we human off-
spring should inherit, but from what generation of
mankind did we inherit this state ?

Jater, God’s perfect a
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inherited this state of affairs. But from
which generation of our ancestors? Tiie
Bible answers, From our first human par-
ents. That is why all of us, without excep-
tion, are affected. God purposed that we
should inherit only good things from our
first human parents, human perfection and
godliness in a perfect paradise of pleasure
and in peaceful, childlike relationship with
Jehovah God our heavenly Father. We
were finally to be one big human family,
all of us practicing brotherly and sisterly
love toward one another and having all
other animal creatures on earth in loving
subjection, without fear of injury. We
were to inherit life uncondemned and free
from the slavery of sin. Unhappily, we in-
herited the opposite things from our first
human parents. How did this occur?

BThe first woman Eve was not afraid of
a snake or serpent. It was in subjection to
her and her husband Adam. One day an
animal talked to her. It was not a parrot.
It was a snake or serpent. Though this
was out of the ordinary, Eve listened un-
afraid. It asked whether God had really
said what her husband Adam told her. Eve
repeated God’s words to her husband Ad-
am, saying to the serpent: “Of the fruit
of the trees of the garden we may eat. But
as for eating of the fruit of the tree that
is in the middle of the garden, God has
said, ‘You must not eat from it, no, you
must not touch it that you do not die.””
Then the talking serpent said: “You posi-
tively will not die. For God knows that in
the very day of your eating from it your
eyes are bound to be opened and you are
bound to be like God, knowing good and
bad.”—Gen. 3:1-5; 2:16, 17.

D Something new began working in Eve.
It was desire of a selfish kind for what was
not God’s will. Eve did not rebuke that ser-

28. In the garden, what conversation took place between
Eve and an animal ?

29. (@) In what way did Eve let herself become en-
slaved? (b) In what sense did she sin, transgress and
trespass?
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pent, which was subject to her, for saying
that God her heavenly Father was untrue
and was afraid of having other gods
around. She let herself become enslaved to
her selfish desire and ate the forbidden
fruit. In doing so, she sinned, in that she
now missed the mark or target of perfect
conduct toward God. She transgressed, for
she acted contrary to God’s law that had
been published to her by her husband. She
trespassed,# in that she fell in submission,
whereas she should have stood upright in
resistance to disobedience to God and in
vindication of God as true and as supreme
without a possible equal. In this way man-
kind’s mother went bad.

3 In the background of this situation

there was a tempter. Who? It was not that
visible serpent at the tree of forbidden
fruit. The real tempter was not satisfied
to get just the woman to eat the forbidden
fruit. She was not the head of the human
family. So the main thing to do was to get
the man to eat. The man as the head of
the family would determine the quality of
the family. If Eve, now a transgressor,
could not be used by Adam to bring forth
a perfect human race, then God could, in
His due time, create another perfect wife
for Adam to mother his family in perfec-
tion. To get the man to eat, the serpent did
not have to approach Adam and talk to
him as it had done to his perfect wife Eve.
The wily tempter that lurked unseen be-
hind the serpent knew that Adam could
not be deceived as Eve had been. Adam had
got God’s law direct from God. So, decep-
tion by a serpent not being possible, the
tempter would persuade Adam to eat at
the invitation of his selfish wife. She would

*The Greek verb for “to trespass” is “parapiptein”
and means “to fall beside; to fall Ili] one’s way.” See

Hebrews 6:6; also Ezekiel 14:13, LXX. The “related
Greek noun (pardptoma) is found in Matthew 6:14, 15.

30. (a) Why was the tempter not satisfied to \/\ﬂ?t just
the woman” to eat the forbidden fruit? (b) y did
the te[?npter not use the serpent to talk Adam into
eating 7
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have more influence with Adam than a
talking serpent.

3LEve aroused in Adam the selfish desire
not to lose her as his wife. Adam too let
selfish desire master him and enslave him
into sin and transgression against his heav-
enly Father, Jehovah God. Genesis 3:6, 7
traces the order of events and shows the
beginning of a bad conscience in mankind,
saying: “So she began taking of its fruit
and eating it. Afterward she gave some
also to her husband when with her and
he began eating it. Then the eyes of both
of them became opened and they began to
realize that they were naked. Hence they
sewed fig leaves together and made loin
coverings for themselves.” Thus mankind’s
father went bad. He was the one mainly
responsible, for the apostle Paul says: “The
serpent seduced Eve by its cunning.” “For
Adam was formed first, then Eve. Also,
Adam was not deceived, but the woman
was thoroughly deceived and came to be in
transgression.”—2 Cor. 11:3; 1 Tim. 2:
13, 14.

PAdam and Eve let themselves become
enslaved to selfish desire and they had to
suffer the cost for satisfying selfish desire.
The Christian disciple James (1:13-15) ex-
plains this source of temptation, saying:
“When under trial, let no one say: ‘l am
being tried by God.” No; for with evil
things God cannot be tried nor does he
himself try anyone. But each one is tried
by being drawn out and enticed by his
own desire. Then the desire, when it has
become fertile, gives birth to sin; in turn,
sin, when it has been accomplished, brings
forth death.” Death now awaited Adam.

BFrightened by a bad conscience and
knowing that they must expect God’s con-

3L (a) What, did Adam let enslave him, with what
action resulting on his part? (b) Why was Adam the
one mainly responsible in the matter ?

32. How does James 1:13-15 explain Adam and Eve’s
becoming enslaved to selfish desire?

33. What sentence did God ﬁronounce upon Adam,
and what action did God then take ?
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demnation to death, Adam and Eve tried
to hide. But God called them to account
and drew out their confession of wrongdo-
ing. Proving true to his own law, God pro-
nounced sentence of death upon the man
Adam, saying: “You will eat bread until
you return to the ground, for out of it you
were taken. For dust you are and to dust
you will return.” Then God dismissed them
both from his family of children and drove
them out of the paradise and away from
its tree of life. The way back in was barred,
and it would have meant instant death for
them to try to get back in. Out into an
earth now placed under curse they went.
—Gen. 3:8-24.

AFirst outside the paradise of pleasure
and in the cursed ground they began to
have children. As a proof that they passed
on selfish desire, sinfulness and imperfec-
tion to their children, their first son turned
out to be a murderer of his God-fearing
brother. This he did, although God told
him that sin was crouching outside, trying
to gain entrance into him, but that he
should try to “get the mastery over it.”
He did not do so. His great, great, great-
grandson also turned out to be a man-
slayer. (Gen. 4:1-24) There was no so-
called *evolution” or “ascent of man”
operating here, but just the opposite. He-
redity, according to the laws of genetics,
was in operation. The world of mankind
could not do anything but inherit sin and
come under condemnation of death.

ENSLAVEMENT OF MANKIND

HModern science, with its study of ge-
netics, has been unable to set aside the
truth of the words of the apostle Paul in
Romans 5:12: “Through one man sin en-
tered into the world and death through
34. As a proof of their passing on badness, what
violence took place among the early offspring of Adam
and Eve?

35, 36. (@) B%/h_one man’s sin, what entered, and _to
|

whom did s spread? (b) Who, then, of mankind
does not sin, and why is it so?
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sin, and thus death spread to all men be-
cause they had all sinned.”

I The faithful man Job spoke of “man,
born of woman,” and asked genetically:
“Who can produce someone clean out of
someone unclean?” and answered: “There
is not one.” (Job 14:1-4) The inspired
psalmist David agreed and said: “Look!
With error | was brought forth with birth
pains, and in sin my mother conceived
me.” (Ps. 51:5) David’s wise son, King
Solomon, when dedicating his temple at
Jerusalem for the making of atonement
for sin, said in prayer to God: “There is
no man that does not sin.” (1 Ki. 8:46)
Later, when writing his book of Ecclesi-
astes, King Solomon said: “There is no
man righteous in the earth that keeps do-
ing good and does not sin. See! This only
I have found, that the true God made man-
kind upright, but they themselves have
sought out many plans.” (Eccl. 7:20, 29)
Thus mankind’s sinfulness did not come
from God.

3Here we come back to the question,
How did mankind come to be, as the apos-
tle Paul says, “sold under sin”? Who sold
us under sin? The sale of us was made by
means of sin. Adam, the human first fa-
ther of our race, was the one that sold us.
At the time of his creation, Adam the first
man was ‘the glory of God.” (1 Cor. 11:7)
By our birth from him after he sinned
against his Creator, it became true that,
as Paul says in Romans 3:23, “all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
This fact became still clearer after God
raised up his prophet Moses and gave a
wonderful body of laws through Moses to
the nation of Israel. This law pointed out
what sin was. It exposed the Israelites very
plainly as being sinners, no better than the
rest of the world of mankind. Because of
37. (a) By whom were we sold under sin, and how?

(b) How was the resulting sinfulness of all the world
of mankind made more clear in Moses’ day?
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that law, Paul saw even more clearly that
he was sold under sin.

3BSo it took only one man to sell us all
under sin. That one man, Adam, sold him-
self under sin first. What did he want to
buy through selling himself? He wanted to
buy the selfish pleasure of keeping contin-
ued company with the sinful transgressor,
Eve his wife, and share the same con-
demned standing with her before God. To
purchase this at the sale of himself, he
sinned, surrendered perfect control of him-
self and yielded himself to the slavery of
sin. It was as the prophet Elijah said long
afterward to the king of Israel: “You have
sold yourself to do what is bad in the eyes
of Jehovah.” (1 Ki. 21:20) Ten tribes of
the nation of Israel did the same thing as
this King Ahab. (2 Ki. 17:17) Now, since
all of us as Adam’ offspring were in Ad-
am’ loins when he sold himself, he sold
all of us with him under sin. Naturally we
came to be born under sin. It took just one
man to do this, by one act.

IdMany righteously disposed persons
may say as the apostle Paul did: “Miser-
able man that I am! Who will rescue me
from the body undergoing this death?”
(Rom. 7:24) By the proof of all human
history from Adam down till now, man
cannot by his own unaided efforts rescue
himself or deliver himself from this “sold”
condition, this slavery “under sin.” For
1,582 years (from 1513 B.C.E. to 70 C.E.),
from Mount Sinai in Arabia to the destruc-
tion of their last temple in Jerusalem, the
nation of Israel tried to deliver themselves
from such slavery under sin by means of
God’s law given through Moses. But they
failed. So, about twenty years before the
temple’s destruction, the apostle Paul said
with regard to the circumcised Israelites:
38. What did Adam want to buy through the sale of
himself, and by reason of what fact did he sell us also?
39. (@) What does human history from Adam down
to our day testify as to our rescue from this “sold”

condition? (b} at, therefore, did Paul testify re-
garding the Jerusalem of that day and her children?
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“Now this [slave girl]] Hagar means Sinai,
a mountain in Arabia, and she corre-
sponds with the Jerusalem today, for she is
in slavery with her children.”—Gal. 4:25.

DThe Jews failed to make themselves
righteous before God by trying to keep his
Law given through Moses. Well, then, we
need God’s help by some other way, in
order to be rescued from being “sold under
sin” and from suffering the penalty for
sin, death. God did not owe it to us to do
this. It all had to come forth from his un-
deserved kindness and by means of a gift
that could buy us back or repurchase us.
The apostle Paul points to God’s gift for
accomplishing this. After he asks who
would rescue him from the fleshly body
undergoing death due to sin, Paul joyfully
exclaims: “Thanks to God through Jesus
Christ our Lord!"—Rom. 7:25.

HOW THROUGH ONE MAN

4 However, all of us are many in num-
ber, whereas Jesus Christ is only one. That
is true. But it took only one man, Adam, to
put all of us many persons into this en-
slaved, sold, sinful, dying condition. So by
God’s marvelous wisdom and power for ar-
ranging the necessary things it takes only
one person, Jesus Christ, to get us out of
this miserable condition by a repurchase
of us. In the same inspired letter to the
Christian congregation in Rome the apos-
tle Paul beautifully shows how the God
of justice balances off one man against
another man to accomplish the repurchase
and deliverance without any violation of
justice. Paul writes (Rom. 5:13, 14):

L “Until the Law [of Moses, given in
1513 B.C.E.] sin was in the world [by in-
heritance from Adam], but sin is not

40. By what other means, then, must our rescue be
accomplished ?

41. How many did it take to get us into our enslaved
condition, and_how many does” God need to get us out
of it without violating justice?

42. From whom forward did death rule as king, and
why was sin chargeable to that one?

SfteWATCHTOWER

Brooklyn, N.Y.

charged against anyone when there is no
law. Nevertheless, death ruled as king from
Adam down to Moses, even over those who
had not sinned after the likeness of the
transgression by Adam, who bears a re-
semblance to him that was to come.” That
is to say, Adam had a law given to him
in the garden of Eden, namely: “From
every tree of the garden you may eat to
satisfaction. But as for the tree of the
knowledge of good and bad, you must not
eat from it, for in the day you eat from
it you will positively die.” (Gen. 2:16, 17)
So, when Adam did eat, he not only sinned
by missing the mark of perfect obedience
to God but also transgressed by going be-
yond or overstepping the limits of God’s
published law. So sin was chargeable
against Adam.

BAdam’s descendants became sinners by
inheritance. But, as God did not give any
code or systematically arranged body of
law till he used Moses to do so, Adam’s
descendants could not commit a transgres-
sion as Adam did. There was no published
law for them to transgress. They could not
be transgressors like Adam.

4 Jesus Christ was the one perfect man
who “was to come” and to whom the first
perfect man Adam bore a resemblance. But
Adam and Jesus Christ produced opposite
effects by their different courses of action.
Adam committed a trespass and fell in the
wrong direction when he should have kept
standing upright. Unlike this, Jesus Christ
maintained perfect obedience to God under
trial and plays a vital part in connection
with God’s free gift of unearned righteous-
ness to us who are sinners. Hence Paul
goes on to say:

43. Why, down to the time of Moses, were sinful men
not sinning “after the likeness of the transgression
of Adam” ?

44. Who was the “one to come” to whom Adam bore
a resemblance, but why does he produce opposite
effects from what Adam did ?
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45 *“But it is not with the gift as it was
with the trespass. For if by one man’s tres-
pass many died, the undeserved Kindness of
God and his free gift with the undeserved
kindness by the one man Jesus Christ
abounded much more to many.”—Rom.
5:15.

%HYes, the one mem Adam committed one
trespass in Eden, and his many offspring
have deservedly died till now. But there
is the other “one man Jesus Christ.” By
him the undeserved kindness of God and
the free gift with the undeserved kindness
came into play. Instead of many dying be-
cause of this, they are affected in the op-
posite way. They abound much more with
God’s undeserved kindness and with his
free gift of righteousness that comes along
with His undeserved kindness. In each
case, what one does affects many.

& The apostle Paul continues on, saying:
“Also, it is not with the free gift as it was
with the way things worked through the
one man that sinned. For the judgment
[upon Adam] resulted in condemnation
from one trespass, but the gift resulted in
a declaration of righteousness from many
trespasses.” (Rom. 5:16) That is to say,
Adverse judgment by God followed from
the “one trespass” of Adam. This judgment
due to the “one trespass” resulted in con-
demnation for the many offspring of Ad-
am. When, later on, God’s law through
Moses came into action, “many trespasses”
were committed by the Israelites, and all
the rest of mankind were proved to be
sinners.

AThis situation with many trespasses in
evidence called for God to make a free gift
of righteousness. If God were to put all
men under Moses’ law and keep them
45, 46. (a) What the one man Adam did affected how
many, and in what way? d[b) ‘What expression did God
gavlflﬁoé]h?rough whom, “and with the effects abounding
47, 48. (a) God's judgment upon Adam followed from
what and it resulted” in_what? (b) The need of a free

gift arose from the existence of what, and the free
gift resulted in what?
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there, they would there only commit tres-
passes instead of working out their own
righteousness. But what was the effect of
God’s gift that followed from the existence
of many trespasses? This gift of righteous-
ness resulted in the declaring of all per-
sons righteous who accepted the gift.

BNote now how the apostle Paul bal-
ances off one man against another when
he next says: “For if by the trespass of
the one man death ruled as king through
that one, much more will those who re-
ceive the abundance of the undeserved
kindness and of the free gift of righteous-
ness rule as kings in life through the one
person, Jesus Christ.” (Rom. 5:17) A tres-
pass is a form of sin; and the penalty for
it is death. By the trespass of the one man
Adam in Eden death began to reign not
just over Adam. But through that one man
Adam death began reigning also over all
mankind, because they came into existence
through Adam, as his offspring.

9  Opposite to Adam’s trespass, there is

the abundance of God’s undeserved kind-
ness and of his free gift of righteousness.
These things work in the opposite direc-
tion than to death. So what happens to
those who receive the abundance of God’s
undeserved kindness and of his free gift of
righteousness? What happens is that, in-
stead of having death continue to reign
over them, they “rule as kings in life!
This arrangement of God is “through the
one person, Jesus Christ.” So, whereas
death has reigned over many through that
one man Adam, the many receivers of
God’s undeserved kindness and free gift
reign in life through the one person, Jesus
Christ. What a wonderful balance of things
Almighty God brings about!

49. Because of the trespass of the one man, what began
to reign, and why, and over whom?

50. What things opposite to the one man’s trespass
are offered, how do the receivers benefit, and all this
is through whom?
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51 The apostle Paul does not stop at this
point but adds: “So, then, as through one
trespass the result to men of all sorts was
condemnation, likewise also through one
act of justification the result to men of all
sorts is a declaring of them righteous for
life.” (Rom. 5:18) That is to say, there
was the one original trespass committed by
the one man Adam in Eden. This affected
“men of all sorts.” The result to them was
condemnation, for they were the offspring
of a condemned sinner and from him they
inherited sin that brings condemnation
from God upon them.

P To offset this, there was “one act of
justification” by the one man who acted
in righteousness on earth, namely, Jesus
Christ. By his course of action on earth
he proved himself to be righteous, perfect,
holy. What results from this “one act of
justification”? This: the righteousness of
Jesus Christ that led up to his justification
can be used to benefit men of all sorts with-
out regard to race, color, nationality, tribe,
language or social level. There is a “de-
claring of them righteous for life.” God
no longer looks upon them as sinners but
puts the righteousness of Jesus Christ to
their account. This relieves them of the
condemnation of death and makes them
worthy of life, everlasting life.

BFollowing up this thought, the apostle
Paul goes on to say: “For just as through
the disobedience of the one man many
were constituted sinners, likewise also
through the obedience of the one person
many will be constituted righteous.” (Rom.
5:19) That is to say: The one man Adam
disobeyed God and became a sinner. As a
consequence all his offspring inherited sin
51. How much _trespassing was there in Eden, who
was affected by it, and in what way ?

52. (a) How was the *one act of justification'” accom-
plished? (7b) Who are benefited by that act, and in
what way?

53. 54. (a) By the disobedience of the one man Adam
who were affected, and how? (b) Through the obedi-

ence of the one person Jesus Christ who are benefited,
and how?
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from him. In that way many “were con-
stituted sinners.” However, by the obedi-
ence of the one person Jesus Christ to God
the means were provided for many to “be
constituted righteous.”

#The first ones who get to be *“consti-
tuted righteous” are those who make up
the spiritual congregation of Jesus Christ.
Through faith in the obedient Jesus Christ
they are “constituted righteous™ in order
for them to be adopted as spiritual sons of
God and as joint heirs of Jesus Christ.
Since these spiritual sons of God at last
number 144,000, “many” indeed are “con-
stituted righteous.” (Rev. 7:4-8; 14:1, 3,
4) Furthermore, during the thousand-year
reign of Jesus Christ many of the world
of mankind, including those who are res-
urrected, will gain righteousness through
Christ. Any not doing so will be destroyed
in the “second death.”—Rev. 20:14, 15.

% The apostle Paul has already pointed

out that “sin is not charged against any-
one when there is no law.” (Rom. 5:13)
Hence, when the law of Moses was intro-
duced in 1513 B.C.E., trespasses could be
committed by the Israelites under that law.
So, if the Israelites never saw themselves
to be sinners before, they now could see
themselves to be sinners, trespassers, in
the light of God’s law through Moses. Hav-
ing this in mind, Paul goes on to say: “Now
the Law came in beside in order that tres-
passing might abound. But where sin
abounded, undeserved kindness abounded
still more.” (Rom. 5:20) Before Jesus
Christ came on the scene, the law of
Moses was slipped in alongside the al-
ready existing sinful state of affairs. But,
instead of declaring the Israelites righ-
teous, this Law proved them to be sinners
to a greater extent, in that now they were
trespassers against God’s published law.

55. When the law of Moses came in alongside, what
began to abound, and how so?
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HThus even after the law of Moses came
in alongside, sin abounded even among the
Israelites. This called for greater unde-
served kindness on God’s part toward them.
But God was equal to the need, and so his
“undeserved kindness abounded still more.”

5 “To what end?” the apostle Paul then
asks. In answer to his own question he
says: “That, just as sin ruled as king with
death, likewise also undeserved kindness
might rule as king through righteousness
with everlasting life in view through Jesus
Christ our Lord.” (Rom. 5:21) That is to
say, Despite the bringing in of Moses’ law
sin continued reigning over mankind and
this was accompanied by death upon the
slaves of sin. But now, in the year 33 C.E,,
everlasting life came to view
“through Jesus Christ
our Lord.” This was
because of his perfect
righteousness. This ar-
rangement was not ob-
ligatory on God’s part; it
all sprang from God’ un-
deserved kindness toward
mankind. For more than four
thousand years sin had been reigning
and paying death to its slaves. But
now with Christ’s first coming God’s
undeserved kindness toward mankind
began reigning. It provided for release
from the slavery of sin. It provided
for righteousness to be gained, that
the person who gained righteousness
might gain everlasting life.

BThrough the one man Adam sin
had begun to reign over all mankind.

But now through the one person “Je-
56. Because in that way trepasses and sin
abounded, what had to abound still more on
God’s part, and could it do so?

57. (a) After the law of Moses was brought in,
Danaltys (b) WIth Christa st soming. what
ngaanyfo (reign, and for what did this %’rovide’?
58. God’s undeserved kindness began reignin

with what in view for mankind, but what di
men have to do to gain that?
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sus Christ our Lord” God’s undeserved
kindness began reigning with the opposite
of death in view, namely, everlasting life
for mankind. Those gaining this everlast-
ing life would have to turn from sin to
righteousness. They would have to accept
the righteousness through Jesus Christ.

REPURCHASE BY RANSOM

P Thus the one man Adam was counter-
balanced by the Son of man, Jesus Christ.
The effects of what Adam did are counter-
balanced by what Jesus Christ has done.
How could this be so? It is so because Jesus
Christ died as a ransom sacrifice for all
of Adam’s descendants, whom Adam had

“sold” into slavery under sin
with death as a penal-
ty for such slavery.
Adam brought death
upon all. All were dead.

As the apostle Paul says,

the love the Christ has

compels us, because . . .

one man died for all; so,

then, all had died.” (2 Cor.

5:14) For those who were dead

through Adam, Jesus Christ died as

a ransom sacrifice, just as it is writ-

ten: “There is one God, and one medi-

ator between God and men, a man

Christ Jesus, who gave himself a cor-

responding ransom for all.”—1 Tim.
2:5, 6.

@ In God’s written Word the law of
ransom is: “You must give soul for
soul, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand
for hand, foot for foot, branding for
branding, wound for wound, blow for
blow. If a ransom should be imposed

59. Xi) How many on earth were dead because
of Adam? (b) How did Jesus Christ counter-
balance the effects of what Adam did?

60. (a) What was God’s law of ransom as_stated
in the Mosaic law? (b% Hence what did the
ransoming of Adam’s offspring require?
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upon him [instead of his own death], then
he must give the redemption price for his
soul according to all that may be imposed
upon him.” (Ex. 21:23-25, 30) The ran-
soming or repurchasing of Adam’ off-
spring who were “sold under sin” required
the sacrificing of a human life that was
just as perfect as that of Adam when he
was created in the garden of Eden.

8LBy sinning Adam lost for his offspring
the privilege of being born perfect, free
from the condemnation of death, born un-
der God’s approval with everlasting life in
view. Hence God’s undeserved kindness
sent his only-begotten Son to earth to be-
come the perfect man Jesus Christ. He was
born of a virgin and so without a human
father. In that way he remained the Son
of God. On reaching adulthood he was the
full equal of what the newly created Adam
was. He could thus offer himself to serve
as a ransom sacrifice.

&Jesus did this at thirty years of age,
when John the Baptist baptized him in
water. Three and a half years later, or in
the year 33 C.E., Jesus fulfilled this sacri-
fice by dying in innocence, without sin,
and wrongly condemned to death. For his
unspoiled righteousness and faithfulness,
God raised him from the dead as a spirit
person on the third day. So, at his resur-
rection, Jesus Christ did not resume hu-
man life, but he ascended to heaven with
merely the value of his perfect human life.
This value he presented to Jehovah God in
heaven, surrendering it in behalf of man-
kind. He thus met the requirements of a
“corresponding ransom” by giving like for
like, a perfect human soul for a forfeited
perfect human soul. Not only did he sacri-

61. (gi) What did Adam lose for his offspring by sin-
ning~ b% How did the Son of God become the full
equal of the newly created Adam ?

62. (@) When did Jesus present himself to serve as
a ransom sacrifice, and how and when did he offer it
to God? (b) At his death, what did he really sacrifice?
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fice his own human life but he also sacri-
ficed his human right and privilege of be-
coming a father to a perfect human race
on earth, worthy of everlasting life.

&8In this way, by his human sacrifice,
he was able to repurchase the children of
Adam and Eve, adopting them and con-
ferring upon them what their human fa-
ther Adam had failed to bequeath to them.
Thus he will become the “Eternal Father”
to them.—Isa. 9:6.

ANSWERING THE QUESTION

& These marvelous facts place before us
a vital question. It is this: To whom shall
we henceforth be slaves, to men or to our
Repurchaser, our Ransomer? In these days
helpless peoples are being selfishly exploit-
ed by greedy men. Totalitarian rulerships
and fanatical nationalism are taking con-
trol. Ambitious, power-hungry men and in-
stitutions demand the abject obedience of
mankind and lay claim to their very souls,
so that man’s life is treated as if it did
not belong to his own self. Shall we sub-
mit to these men who themselves are “sold
under sin”? Shall we, on their demand,
yield over our lives and become “slaves of
men”? Upon no just basis or title they de-
mand our lives as their slaves. But those
of us who take advantage of the ransom
sacrifice of Jesus Christ are already
“bought with a price.” (1 Cor. 7:23) We
owe our lives, our hope of everlasting fu-
ture life, to Jesus Christ as our Repur-
chaser, our Ransomer. He is our true and
rightful Owner.

&The apostle Paul points out the right

answer to the question on slavery, saying:
63. By his human sacrifice, what was Jesus Christ
able fo do respecting Adam’s offspring?
64. ga) What vital question confronts us in the face
of the demands made upon us by men in the positions
of power? (b) In view of that,” what do we have to
remember because of our taking advantage of Christ’s
ransom sacrifice?

65. How, in 2 Corinthians 5:14, 15, does Paul goint
out the right answer to the question of slavery?
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“The love the Christ has compels us, be-
cause this is what we have judged, that

he died for all that those who live
might live no longer for themselves, but
for him who died for them and was raised
up.”—2 Cor. 5:14, 15.

&If, in disobedience to God, we let our-
selves become “slaves of men,” then we
“disown even the owner that bought” us
and we bring destruction upon ourselves.

(a) By Iettlng ourselves become slaves of men,

whom would we disown, and with what consequence?
ﬁ? ) Why do we Christians not belong to ourselves, and
erefore whose slaves should we not become?

T WAS something
worthy of being writ-
ten down for an ineras-
able record and, more
than that, to be pro-
claimed to the farthest
parts of the earth. It
proved to provide inesti-
mable comfort to the
Jews when they were in
Babylonian captivity. It
was the word spoken by
none other than Jehovah
God himself: “Say, you
people, to the daughter of
Zion, ‘Look! Your salva-
tion is coming. Look! The
reward he gives is with
him, and the wages he
pays are before him.””
(Isa. 62:11) Some years
after Zion began to be re-
built in 537 B.C.E., when Babylon had fall-
en as the Third World Power and could
no longer hold the Jews in captivity, Jeho-
vah inspired his prophet Zechariah to say
something similar in these words: “Be
very joyful, O daughter of Zion. Shout in
triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem. Look!

Your king himself comes to you. He is
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(2 Pet. 2:1-3) This we are determined not
to do. Rather, when face to face with the
choice, we will both remember and act in
harmony with the inspired words of the
apostle Paul to his fellow Christians: “You
do not belong to yourselves, for you were
bought with a price. By all means, glorify
God in the body of you people. ... he that
was called when a free man is a slave of
Christ. You were bought with a price; stop

becoming slaves of men.”—1 Cor. 6:19,
20; 7:22, 23; Gal. 1:10.
righteous, yes, saved;

humble, and riding upon

an ass, even upon a full-

grown animal the son of

a she-ass.”—Zech. 9:9.

The Jews understood

the latter prophecy as

applying to the coming

of the Messiah and looked

forward to its fulfillment.

Today, however, there

are many Jews included

among those who do not

have that faith. These

descendants of Abraham

should give attention to

the fact that the Giver of

this prophecy overthrew

a mighty world power to

release their forefathers

from captivity. They

should give weighty and serious considera-

tion to the promise of their God that Zion

would be favored with a visit from the

foretold Messiah, the one whom Jehovah

would anoint with holy spirit to be the

king of the kingdom, to sit forever on “Je-

hovah’s throne.” It is not too late for them

to investigate whether the Messiah has

made this visit and been unrecognized by
them.
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FACTS TO BE CONSIDERED
Those who would look into this ques-
tion should take seriously the following
facts: It was people of their na-
tion, the Jews, who first recognized Jesus
as the Messiah and announced him. True,
they were in a minority and for the most
part humble people. It was the religious
leaders who rejected Jesus and caused
many people of the Jewish nation also to
reject him. But was it not the leaders of
the Jews who rejected the prophecies of
Isaiah and Jeremiah and who caused the
people to go into Babylonian captivity in
607 B.C.E.? They did not believe these
prophets whom God sent foretelling the
captivity and the reasons for it, as well as
describing the return from bondage in 537
B.C.E. Nonetheless, the prophecies came
true to the very letter. The rejection of
the Messiah by such men should not shake
our faith, for Jehovah had foretold that
the nation would be in a Babylonish reli-
gious form of captivity when the Messiah
came and that they would reject him. (lIsa.
53:3-9, 12) Also, a fact to be considered is
that the Jews of the days of Jesus had
access to the genealogical and chronologi-
cal records of the nation and would be able
to prove the identity of the Messiah, which
would be impossible today or at any time
in the future. If anyone claiming to be the
Messiah should come, he could not prove
his identity, for the genealogical and
chronological records of the Jews were
destroyed in 70 C.E. by the Romans.

PROOFS THAT THE LIBERATOR VISITED ZION

For the benefit of those who have faith
in God and who are willing to look with
an open mind into the matter of the com-
ing of Messiah the Liberator to Zion, we
herewith present five lines of proof that
the Messiah did come to Zion in the first
century of our Common Era.
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(1) Genealogical evidence. About three
hundred years before the Messiah came,
Greek-speaking Jews in Alexandria, Egypt,
made a translation of the inspired Hebrew
Scriptures known as the Greek Septuagint
Version. In this version was used the Greek
title “Christ,” which, the same as the He-
brew title “Messiah,” means Anointed One.
The one who was to qualify as Messiah or
Christ had to meet certain requirements
as to his line of descent. He had to be a
son or descendant of the patriarch Abra-
ham. Then he also had to be a son of David.
This would give him a natural right or
claim to the kingship of Zion, and he could
be the promised Seed of Abraham to bless
the families of the earth. (2 Sam. 7:8-17;
Gen. 12:3; 22:18) Jesus met these require-
ments. The apostle Matthew divides the
lineage into three parts, from Abraham to
David, from David to the deportation of
the Jews to Babylon, and then down to
Jesus.—Matt. 1:17.

(2) Miraculous birth of Jesus. The
prophecy at Isaiah 7:14 foretold accurately
the manner of the birth of the one to be
the Messiah. Matthew recounts the facts
fulfilling it: “But the birth of Jesus Christ
was in this way. During the time his moth-
er Mary was promised in marriage to Jo-
seph, she was found to be pregnant by holy
spirit before they were united. . . . All this
actually came about for that to be fulfilled
which was spoken by Jehovah through his
prophet, saying: “Look! The virgin will be-
come pregnant and will give birth to a
son, and they will call his name Immanuel,’
which means, when translated, ‘With Us
Is God.”” (Matt. 1:18-23) He had the right
to the name Immanuel, but the angel told
Mary to call his name Jesus, for he would
save his people from their sins. The name
Jesus means “Jehovah Is Salvation.” From
this latter name it is seen, not only that he
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would be the representative of God with
his people, but that he would also be the
great Deliverer that Jehovah had prom-
ised. Joseph, who was also of the line of
David, adopted Jesus, as Matthew indicates
to us. But Jesus was the Son of God, not
the son of Joseph.

(3)
had foretold the exact place of the birth
of this One who would represent Jehovah.
The chief priests and scribes of Jesus’ day
understood this well, for King Herod in-
quired of them where the Christ was to
be born, and they answered, “In Bethlehem
of Judea; for this is how it has been writ-
ten through the prophet, ‘And you, O Beth-
lehem of the land of Judah, are by no
means the most insignificant city among
the governors of Judah; for out of you
will come forth a governing one, who will
shepherd my people, Israel.”” Jesus was
indeed born in Bethlehem.—Matt. 2:4-6;
Mic. 5:2; Luke 2:1-7.

(it) Time of Messiah’s appearance. When
Jesus was about thirty years of age he
appeared before John to be baptized. (Luke
3:23) After his baptism in water he was
anointed with holy spirit and a visible man-
ifestation was given to John the Baptist.
(John 1:32-34) Jesus thereby became the
Anointed One, or the Messiah, the Christ.
It was in the year 29 C.E. that this event
occurred. Luke gives us the time John be-
gan his ministry, about six months before
Jesus’ baptism, at chapter 3, verses 1, 2:
“In the fifteenth year of the reign of Ti-
berius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was
governor of Judea, and Herod was district
ruler of Galilee, but Philip his brother was
district ruler of the country of Ituraea and
Trachonitis, and Lysanias was district rul-
er of Abilene, in the days of chief priest
Annas and of Caiaphas, God’s declaration
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came to John the son of Zechariah in the
wilderness.”*

The date is historically fixed and fell at
the time prophesied hundreds of years pre-
viously. This can be proved by calculating
the 69 weeks of years foretold in Daniel
9:25: “From the going forth of the word

Place of birth. God’s prophet Micafio restore and to rebuild Jerusalem until

Messiah the Leader, there will be seven
weeks, also sixty-two weeks [7 + 62 =
69]. She will return and be actually rebuilt,
with a public square and moat, but in the
straits of the times.” From the time this
rebuilding took place, in 455 B.C.E., there
would be 69 x 7 = 483 years, which would
bring us to 29 C.E. for the anointing of
Jesus as the Messiah, the Leader,f

(5) Proof of Messiahship by his life and
works. Matthew, chapter two, describes
events that fulfill ancient prophecies in
connection with Jesus: the flight of his
parents with him to Egypt and return and
the effort of Herod to kill him by killing
all the children two years of age and un-
der. The prophecies thus fulfilled are Hosea
11:1 and Jeremiah 31:15.—Matt. 2:15, 17,
18.

John the Baptist was appointed to fulfill
prophecy by preparing a people for Jeho-
vah. (Luke 1:13-17) Jesus recognized this.
He knew, as John declared later on: “That
one [Christ] must go on increasing, but I
must go on decreasing.” (John 3:30) Jesus
went to John his forerunner to be bap-
tized by him in the Jordan River and im-
mediately thereafter he went into the wil-
derness of Judea for forty days by himself,
where he was exposed to a heart-
searching temptation by Satan the Devil.
Proving his integrity under this test and

* Tiberius succeeded Augustus as emperor_ at Augus-
tus’ death, August 19, 14 C.E. John’s baptlzmgD work
began in the spring of the fifteenth year of Tiberius,
which ran from August of 28 C.E. to August of 29 C.E.
Jesus was baptized in_the fall, about the first of Oc-
tober, which would be in the sixteenth year of Tiberius.

t See the book “Babylon the Great Has Fallenl”
God}s Kingdom Rules! by Watchtower Bible and Tract
Society, Brooklyn, New York, pages 385-388. Also The
Watchtower, October 15, 1965.
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gaining the victory, Jesus returned to John
and was pointed out by John to some of
his disciples as “the Lamb of God that
takes away the sin of the world.” (Matt.
4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13; John 1:28, 29) Pro-
phetic dramas had foreshadowed this sac-
rificial lamblike One centuries previously.
—Gen. 22:9-14; Ex. 12:1-28; 29:38-42;
Num. 28:1-10; 1 Cor. 5:7.

Jesus accepted his first disciples from
among those who had been disciples of
John, as the account further reads: “Again
the next day John was standing with two
of his disciples, and as he looked at Jesus
walking he said: ‘See, the Lamb of God!’
And the two disciples heard him speak,
and they followed Jesus. Then Jesus turned
and, getting a view of them following, he
said to them: ‘What are you looking for?’
They said to him: ‘Rabbi, (which means,
when translated, Teacher,) where are you
staying?’ He said to them: ‘Come, and you
will see.” Accordingly they went and saw
where he was staying, and they stayed
with him that day; it was about the tenth
hour [4 p.m.]. Andrew the brother of Si-
mon Peter was one of the two that heard
what John said and followed Jesus. First
this one found his own brother, Simon,
and said to him: ‘We have found the Mes-
siah’ (which means, when translated,
Christ). He led him to Jesus. When Jesus
looked upon him he said: ‘You are Simon
the son of John; you will be called Cephas’
(which is translated Peter).” (John 1:35-
42) Later on, in Galilee, Peter and Andrew
began to follow Jesus continually.

In the spring of the next year, 30 C.E.,
at the time of the Passover celebration in
Jerusalem, Jesus cleansed the temple of
those who were trying to make a commer-
cial business out of God’s worship. This
fulfilled the prophecy of David at Psalm
69:9, as pointed out by the apostle John:
“His disciples called to mind that it is writ-
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ten: ‘The zeal for your house will eat me
up.” ”—John 2:13-17.

THE LIBERATOR’S COMMISSION

After John was arrested and imprisoned,
Jesus left Judea and went north through
Samaria to Galilee. The record tells us that,
at Nazareth, where he had been reared,
“he entered into the synagogue, and he
stood up to read. So the scroll of the proph-
et Isaiah was handed him, and he opened
the scroll and found the place where it
was written: ‘Jehovah’s spirit is upon me,
because he anointed me to declai’e good
news to the poor, he sent me forth to
preach a release to the captives and a re-
covery of sight to the blind, to send the
crushed ones away with a release, to
preach Jehovah’s acceptable year.” . . .
Then he started to say to them: ‘Today
this scripture that you just heard is ful-
filled.” ™—Luke 4:16-21.

Here was an opportunity for the Jews to
recognize that the Liberator whom Jeho-
vah had sent was actually present with
them. Contrarily, however, the Nazarenes
did not attribute to Jehovah’s holy spirit
the ability of this former carpenter Jesus
to preach.

Notice that the prophecy from which
Jesus read (lIsa. 61:1-3) goes on to speak
of this anointed one as comforting all the
mourning ones. It indicates over what the
mourning will be when it goes on to say:
“to assign to those mourning over Zion.”
This scripture bears reference first to the
seventy-year exile or desolation of Zion or
Jerusalem. During their exile in Babylon
the Jews had mourned over the desolation
of Zion and God’s temple there. Jesus in
quoting this prophecy and applying it to
himself was plainly showing the Jews that
this was certainly a time of good news for
them, for the Liberator had now come to
deliver them from Babylonish religious
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exile in which they were in a desolated
spiritual condition.—Matt. 9:36.

RELIGIOUS LEADERS DENOUNCED
The religious leaders rejected Jesus and
led many of the people in this course,
against their best interests. But this did
not deter Jesus from his work of binding
up the truly brokenhearted ones and com-
forting those that mourned. However,
Jesus did not comfort those Babylonish re-
ligious leaders. His fearless speech in con-
demnation of them proved he was truly the
Anointed One. He spoke just as his fore-
runner John had spoken, but more severe-
ly. He called attention to the prophecies to
be fulfilled by their stubbornness. He said:
“Woe to you who are versed in the Law,
because you took away the key of knowl-
edge; you yourselves did not go in, and
those going in you hindered!” (Luke 11:
52) Therefore he publicly exposed those
religious oppressors so that those who
were blinded by them and suffering slav-
ery under religious captivity could get free.
He proved to be the Greater Cyrus with
the authority and commission from God
to liberate those among the Jews who
mourned from their Babylonish religious
captivity. He warned his own disciples con-
cerning these religious leaders: “Let them
be. Blind guides is what they are. If, then,
a blind man guides a blind man, both will
fall into a pit.”—Matt. 15:14, 1-9; Isa. 29:
13, 14.

Three days before the chief priests An-
nas and Caiaphas and other religious lead-
ers brought about his death, he held them
up to the most scathing denunciation in
front of the people, saying:

“They bind up heavy loads and put them
upon the shoulders of men, but they them-
selves are not willing to budge them with
their finger. All the works they do they do
to be viewed by men; .. . Woe to you, scribes
and Pharisees, hypocrites! because you shut
up the kingdom of the heavens before men;

SEEWATCHTOWER

729

for you yourselves do not go in, neither
do you permit those on their way in to go in.
. .. you resemble whitewashed graves, which
outwardly indeed appear beautiful but in-
side are full of dead men’s bones and of
every sort of uncleanness. In that way you
also, outwardly indeed, appear righteous to
men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and
lawlessness. . . . you are bearing witness
against yourselves that you are sons of those
who murdered the prophets. Well, then, fill
up the measure of your forefathers.

""Serpents, offspring of vipers, how are you
to flee from the judgment of Gehenna? For
this reason, here I am sending forth to you
prophets and wise men and public instruc-
tors. Some of them you will kill and impale,
and some of them you will scourge in your
synagogues and persecute from city to city;
that there may come upon you all the
righteous blood spilled on earth, from the
blood of righteous Abel to the blood of
Zechariah son of Barachiah, whom you
murdered between the sanctuary and the
altar. Truly I say to you, All these things
will come upon this generation.”—Matt. 23:
4-36.

The extent of their religious bondage
was emphasized by what he said next:
“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the Killer of the
prophets and stoner of those sent forth to
her,—how often | wanted to gather your
children together, the way a hen gathers
her chicks together under her wings! But
you people did not want it. Look! Your
house is abandoned to you. For | say to
you, You will by no means see me from
henceforth until you say, ‘Blessed is he
that comes in Jehovah’s name!”” (Matt.
23:37-39; Ps. 118:26) This indicated that
they were in such a deplorable Babylonish
state that God would abandon their house
of worship just as the former temple built
by Solomon had been abandoned to the
Babylonians.

MANY RECEIVE LIBERATION

Not all the people were of the attitude
that the Jewish religious leaders had, nei-
ther did they follow these leaders. They
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followed the Greater Cyrus who, like Cy-
rus of old, served as Jehovah’s shepherd
and did liberate many of the Jews. The
Jewish remnant of faithful ones were giv-
en the real freedom that Jehovah God pro-
vided for those who seriously considered
his Word and compared the prophecies of
the ancient Hebrew prophets with the
events surrounding Jesus and the works
that he did. They recognized Jesus as the
Fine Shepherd and followed him to the
freedom that he gave, which was, as he
stated, ‘an actual freedom,” not only from
false religion and its bondage but also
from the power of sin and its penalty
death.—John 8:31-36.

Whether you belong to Jewry or to a
religion of Christendom, seriously ask
yourself, “What freedom have the religious
leaders given to me?” Both Jewry and
Christendom are split up into many sects
and divisions. Leaders of these religions
admit that they are confused and that the
problems of delinquency, moral degener-
acy, world fear and the threat of war are
increasing. They have no satisfying reme-

SKeEWATCHTOWER

Movin

Brooklyn, N.Y.

dy to offer. They do not look to Jehovah
to bring liberation but, rather, turn the
people to the national government in what-
ever land they reside, and to one failing
political scheme after another. Particular-
ly, they direct the people’s hope toward
the United Nations. In doing so they are
acting exactly like the scribes and Phari-
sees of Jesus’ day, turning the people away
from the true Liberator, the Messiah, and
keeping them in bondage to the great
world religious empire of Babylon the
Great. Therefore, regardless of the pomp
and ceremony of the religious systems of
Babylon the Great and even though their
leaders do exercise great influence and
wield power with the governments and
rule haughtily over their religious flocks,
honest persons today will be like the hum-
ble God-fearing Jews of the Messiah’s day
and will prove to themselves that Messiah,
the Liberator, did indeed come to Zion
more than nineteen centuries ago. More-
over now, as God’s Son and reigning heav-
enly King, he, the Greater Cyrus, is able
to liberate them from Babylon the Great.

O

Forward

JEHOVAHS SERVICE

N A cold, damp day in February 1912

I stand waiting on the station plat-
form of a small village in Switzerland for
the train that will take me first to Berne
and then to Paris. | am a little over twenty
years old and have decided to go to Paris
to improve my knowledge of French.

Beside me stands my father, hardy and
erect, his strong features grave and stern.
The train draws into the station and the
time comes for father to take leave of
his youngest son. A brief farewell and
“Don’t forget your prayers, my son!” are
his only words as | board the train. This



December 1, 1965

parting admonition impresses me as | be-
gin my journey into the world, and into
a new life.

In Paris a school friend meets me. The
throb of Paris, the sparkling vivacity of
its people, have a stimulating effect on
me, and soon | am making other good
friends with whom 1| can discuss the many
problems of life.

Then one day the director of a large
business establishment invites me to ac-
company him to a Christian Science meet-
ing. | expect to find something for the
“inner man,” some answers to questions
that increasingly occupy my mind, such
as the purpose of life and the future of
mankind. However, Christian Science dis-
appoints me from the start when | see a
woman mount the platform to preside over
the meeting. Soon | lay the literature
aside.

Later | spend an evening at a Salvation
Army meeting. General Booth, the son of
the founder of the organization, is expect-
ed to be present. | go along. A large crowd
is already gathered. Soon the General ap-
pears on the platform with his officer’s
staff in his hand. But I am not drawn to
this method of evangelizing, for it strikes
me as being like a subtle form of hypno-
tism. As a result, a period of lethargy in
religious matters descends upon me.

WAR COMES

Now it is summer of the year 1914.
Paris is in a fever! Jean Jaures, a politi-
cian in the French socialist camp, is mur-
dered. Almost at the same time Archduke
Ferdinand, successor to the Austrian
throne, is assassinated in Sarajevo. Now
the whole world is in the grip of suspense!

Then the lightning bolt strikes: world
war has begun! Never shall I forget the
stillness that lay over this so gay city in
the wake of this event. | witness the mov-
ing farewells, the poignant scenes at Paris
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stations. Parents part from sons, fathers
from wives and children, and the trains
roll to the front.

Switzerland, too, is mobilizing and my
friend and | consider it our duty to return
home and “rally to the flag.” So we travel
home through the night, and the same day
are in uniform. When | leave my parents,
my father says simply: “If you have to
kill, my son, then never be cruel.” Even
though Switzerland is not at war, soon |
am at the Swiss frontier. There | begin
once more to turn over in my mind, with
increasing unrest, the many questions that
haunt me. Why these shocking conditions
in the world? Why war among “Christian”
nations? | become withdrawn, and although
I am promoted twice, my mental attitude
is unsettled.

SEARCH CONTINUES

My first military furlough is due and
I go home for a few days. | am heavy of
heart and searching for answers to those
renewed, tormenting “whys.” Perhaps our
Protestant minister can help me. He is
glad to see me and | appeal to him with
the words: “Do you remember that you
told us boys that the World Court in The
Hague offered a guarantee to young men
building careers? | believed you, and now
—where do we stand?” His answer to me
is: “Aach! Ja! You were always a rather
brooding, meditative youth. Of course it
is sad what is happening around us, but,
look! it is a judgment from God that we
must endure and we must pray that He
preserve our beautiful country from war
and destruction. Just go quietly on your
way, and everything will be all right.” 1
think to myself, “Those are certainly nice
sentiments, but answers to my questions
they are not!” For the third time I am
disappointed in religion.

I bid the minister good-day, and as | walk
home | realize that man apparently can-
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not help me. However, | feel a gradual
strengthening of purpose in me and | re-
solve to find a way out. To this day | can
still recall that quiet place, that little piece
of earth where | then knelt down be-
fore God and prayed that I might be led
in the right way.

Later | receive an assignment to work
in the Federal Palace in Berne. There,
every Sunday, | attend different religious
meetings in my search for truth. On leav-
ing one meeting | get into a conversation
with a serious-looking man. He tells me
he is a preacher of the Adventist Mission.
I agree to have him study the Bible with
me.

Then one day someone sends me the
six volumes entitled *“Studies in the Scrip-
tures,” by Charles T. Russell. I find the
titles of these books most fascinating. With
feverish interest | begin to read the vol-
ume entitled “The Divine Plan of the
Ages,” and, as | read, the conviction that
I am finding Bible truth in these Scripture
studies becomes ever stronger. | desire to
learn more and so begin attending the
meetings of the Bible Students, later called
Jehovah’ witnesses, who are the ones dis-
tributing this literature.

The friendly Adventist preacher con-
tinues his visits, and so | have abundant
opportunity to compare truths. Soon I tell
him he need not visit me any longer, be-
cause | am convinced that | have found
the truth. He is visibly disappointed, and
with a penetrating look asks me, “Have
you fallen into the hands of the Bible
Students?” My affirmative answer sad-
dens him, but we part on friendly terms.
(I might add here that later, after a lapse
of more than thirty years, while | was
standing on the street distributing Bible
literature during an assembly in a town
near Berne, this same gentleman unex-
pectedly approached me and said: “Mr.
Zuercher, | see you have remained true
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to your faith, whereas | left mine, as |
recognized many errors in the Adventist
teachings.”)

DECISIONS MATURE

Although I know I have found the truth,
I have not yet officially taken the step of
dedicating my life to Jehovah. One day
—it is in the autumn of 1918—for recre-
ation | attend a concert of classical music.
Casually 1 pull a colored piece of paper
out of my pocket. | do not even remember
how it got there. It is a program of the
“Autumn Day-Assembly of the Bible Stu-
dents Association in County Hall in
Berne.” | read the text printed on it, which
says: “The end of all things is at hand.”
—1 Pet. 4:7, AV.

At this, a feeling of guilt steals over
me. | think, “And you sit here in this
worldly place instead of attending the as-
sembly!” | note further on the printed in-
vitation that an opportunity for baptism
is afforded. Candidates are urged to read
the chapter, “The Baptism of the New
Creation” in the sixth volume of the Stud-
ies in the Scriptures. Promptly | leave
the music hall to go home and begin read-
ing this chapter prayerfully. It is like
scales falling from my eyes! As that Ethio-
pian eunuch said to Philip, so | ask my-
self, “What prevents me from getting bap-
tized?” (Acts 8:36) Thus, at that assem-
bly in 1918, 1 am baptized in water in
symbol of my dedication to do God’s will.
This day is indelibly impressed upon my
memory, and from then on | begin to
preach wherever | go. Yes, this “first love
of the truth” is so inestimably precious!

Now another decision faces me. | begin
to appreciate more and more that a Chris-
tian cannot serve two masters and that
in regard to the conflicts of this world
he must be neutral. This issue becomes
vital, and I am determined to give an un-
compromising answer. The opportunity to
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do so presents itself quickly, for I am called
to go to Officers’ School. | recognize this
is the moment to act, for in me echoes
the thought, “l can not and will not con-
tinue to be a part of this ungodly system.”

Then 1 sit down and carefully compose
a letter explaining my attitude regarding
Christian neutrality, sending it to the prop-
er authorities, as well as a copy to my
immediate superior. This gentleman, al-
though an officer himself, respects my con-
victions. Soon my case comes up before
an Officers’ Examining Board, where |
experience the truth of Jesus’ words at
Mark 13:11: “Do not be anxious before-
hand about what to speak.” | hardly have
time to realize what has happened when
I hear the words: “You are discharged
from the army.” Fervently | thank Je-
hovah for his faithful assistance.

MORE FORWARD STEPS

Later, in the summer of 1923, another
outstanding day comes in my life. Almost
the same day that | am informed that
I have been nominated as Secretary-
Treasurer in a branch institution of the
state, in spite of my stand on the neutrality
question, | also receive an invitation from
the branch office of the Watch Tower So-
ciety in Berne inviting me to enter the
full-time ministry!

Two ways open up before me, one of-
fering “career and prestige,” and the other
exhorting, “The harvest is great, but the
workers are few.” (Matt. 9:37) | realize
there is but one right thing to do, and
that is to serve Jehovah as fully as I can!
So | advise the Berne office of the Watch
Tower Society of my decision. Then |
enter the office of my superior to hand in
my resignation from state service. Kindly
he places his hand on my shoulder and
warmly wishes me joy and success in my
new career.

My first assignment in the full-time min-
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istry is a tour with the “Photo-Drama of
Creation,” a collection of Biblical films
and slides, through Belgium, the Saar, the
Rhine Valley, Alsace-Lorraine and Swit-
zerland, accompanied by two brothers in
the faith. Every week we have a four-
evening presentation and follow-up lec-
tures. Halls are filled to capacity with
attentive audiences. Often when 1 look
out over the sea of expectant faces from
behind the curtain before the “Drama”
begins, the words burst from my lips:
“My Lord and my God! What honor is
this you give to men of dust to let them
spread abroad your glorious Kingdom
truths!”

My share in the Photo-Drama work
comes to an end in the spring of 1925,
after well over a hundred towns have been
served. The president of the Watch Tower
Society, J. F. Rutherford, has sent word
that the time has come for more emphasis
on another method of proclaiming the
Kingdom, namely, preaching the message
from house to house, supported by public
lectures. 1 am called back to Berne, where
I am assigned to work on the magazine
The Golden Age, which work gives me
deep satisfaction. Later I am given other
assignments at the branch, helping to at-
tend to the needs of the congregations
and other full-time ministers under our
care.

Unforgettable, too, are my annual visits
to the congregations in France and Bel-
gium, and the fellowship 1 enjoy with
the friendly band of full-time ministers
who have come over from England. They
are courageously plowing the ground and
sowing Kingdom seed in this virgin ter-
ritory, especially in France. These visits,
which I am privileged to make with Broth-
er Harbeck, the one in charge of the work
in the Berne office, are a source of great
spiritual strength to me in spite of the
great exertion required.
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OPPOSITION DEVELOPS
At this time the world scene is chang-
ing rapidly, for Nazism has raised its ugly
head in Germany. The waves of political
unrest soon pile up so high that they dash
on to the border line and sweep into
Switzerland.

Simultaneous with bitter persecution of
Jews in Nazi Germany, hostility against
Jehovah’s witnesses flares up. In Switzer-
land, too, there are willing tools of the
Devil waiting to fan the flames of hatred
against Jehovah’s witnesses. We are often
misrepresented to the authorities by our
enemies as a highly suspicious, nihilistic
organization, inimical to the State. For a
time it seems that the authorities are in-
fluenced by this propaganda, as legal pro-
ceedings are started against us on the
basis of “degradation of religion.” How-
ever, the results are mostly suspended
sentences.

Meantime, in Germany, the Nazi fury
rages and our brothers are exposed to
frightful, inhuman persecution, which they
withstand even at the cost of their lives.
Documented material that reaches our of-
fice about such persecution is carefully
preserved. Then Brother Rutherford ap-
proves publishing a book giving the evi-
dence of the sufferings of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses in Germany. It appears under the
title “Kreuzzug gegen das
[“Crusade Against Christianity”] in the
German language. It is also published in
French and Polish.

In the summer of 1940 Brother Harbeck
goes to America to attend a convention
of Jehovah’s witnesses in Detroit. He finds
that he is now unable to return to Swit-
zerland, since he was originally sent by
the Society from the United States. Thus
Brother Rutherford appoints me as branch
servant.

With the outbreak of World War Il so
many brothers take a positive stand on
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the neutrality question that the authorities
begin to suspect us of being an organized
antimilitary movement. One day in July
1940 our branch headquarters is occupied
by a detachment of soldiers and a rigorous
search is carried out. A few days later a
military truck drives up and confiscates
all the literature, which is to be examined
by the military press censorship office.
They expect to find a sentence that will
prove that our Society has instigated the
refusal to do military service. Without
waiting for the results of this investiga-
tion, the army orders the censorship of
The Watchtower in Switzerland. This we
cannot agree to and so official publication
of the magazine is discontinued.

Although connections are interrupted
with the head office of the Watch Tower
Society in Brooklyn, New York, we are
able to get in touch with Sweden after
a time and receive The Watchtower reg-
ularly in the Swedish language. Then a
member of our Berne Bethel, Alice Ber-
ner, learns this language. Jehovah blesses
her efforts, and so it is possible for us
to keep all the congregations supplied with
spiritual food.

Further measures are taken against us.
At a set time the homes of many congre-
gation servants are invaded and their
stocks of literature confiscated. Further,
our congregation meetings are put under
police surveillance, a detective being pres-
ent even at the Memorial celebration. Our
incoming mail is checked and I am of
called in by government officials for long
interrogations.

Eventually legal action is started against
us. A co-worker, Brother Rutimann, is
charged with refusal to take the military
oath. I am charged with four offenses,
two of which are “undermining military
discipline” and “acting in contravention
to the ban on propaganda dangerous to
the state.” Almost two years elapse before
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the actual lawsuit comes up in court on
November 23 and 24,1942. There are some
heated moments during the proceedings.

The next day judgment is rendered.
Brother Rutimann is sentenced to three
months in the state penitentiary, which
he serves, and the loss of certain civil
rights. My sentence is two years in jail.
But our lawyer files an appeal, and on
April 16, 1943, my sentence is reduced by
the Appellate Court to one year penal
servitude, suspended sentence, and five
years’ loss of some civil rights.

The outcome of this lawsuit has a favor-
able reaction, and we are able to avoid hav-
ing the work banned.

POSTWAR PERIOD

Finally, World War Il ends in Europe.
What a flood of letters now arrives in our
office from all the surrounding countries
when it becomes known that the work has
remained intact in Switzerland! Previous-
ly the new president of the Society, Broth-
er N. H. Knorr, wrote me to do all in my
power to maintain the work in our coun-
try so that at the termination of war
contact with our brothers on the conti-
nent might be speedily restored. And now
it is our very great privilege to render
“first aid” to them. Then in December
of 1945 we have the pleasure of receiving
Brother Knorr into our branch home, ac-
companied by his secretary, Milton Hen-

e Was the darkness, reported at Mark 15:33,
that occurred while Jesus was on the torture
stake the result of a solar eclipse?—B.A., U.S.A.

SHeEWATCHTOWER

735

schel. These are days of special blessings
and important decisions. Brother Knorr
leaves instructions for the work.

Summer of the year 1950 brings for me,
together with several other co-workers,
the crowning of our many years of ser-
vice. We are invited to attend the grand
convention in Yankee Stadium in New
York. And in 1953 it is my privilege to
attend the second Yankee Stadium as-
sembly. Never shall 1 forget the over-
wheming impression | received as | gazed
over the stadium on opening day and
watched it fill up and spill over, thousands
of attenders even listening from nearby
tents. What a mighty demonstration of Je-
hovah’s irresistible spirit it was!

Since the year 1953 the burden of re-
sponsibility has become lighter for me as
it has been laid upon younger shoulders,
for | have entered the autumn years of
life. 1 am now nearly seventy-five years
of age. After more than forty-five years in
Jehovah’s service, | still stand unbending
in the truth, for which | thank God, as
I know it is He who has sustained me.
By his undeserved kindness | continue to
be a member of the Bethel family at the
branch home in Switzerland. To continue
as part of this happy working team, to
know my time is filled to capacity in my
assignment, is a privilege | deeply appre-
ciate. How blessed are those who move
forward in Jehovah’s grand service!

The Bible account of that period of darkness
is brief. It reads: “When it became the sixth
hour a darkness fell over the whole land until
the ninth hour.” (Mark 15:33) The records in
Matthew 27:45 and Luke 23:44, 45 provide
basically the same information, Luke adding
the observation that “the sunlight failed.”

The inspired writers of the Gospel accounts
presented matters in such a way as to credit
God with this unusual darkness. Over the years,
though, certain commentators have tried to
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provide a scientific explanation of it by saying
that a solar eclipse happened to coincide with
Jesus* impalement. However, Jesus died on
Passover day, 33 C.E., and it is widely recog-
nized that at the time of a Passover full moon
a normal solar eclipse is astronomically impos-
sible, because the moon is not between the sun
and the earth, but is on the other side of the
earth, away from the sun. Additionally, the
darkness lasted three hours, from 12 noon to
3 p.m., but a total solar eclipse seldom lasts,
in one location, more than two or three minutes.
It is estimated that under the most favorable
conditions the maximum duration of such an
eclipse would be 7.5 minutes. So the darkness
associated with Jesus’ impalement cannot be
explained as resulting from a natural eclipse
of the sun, caused when the moon comes be-
tween the earth and the sun in such a way as
to blot out the sun to human view.

Some have endeavored to link this occur-
rence with an eclipse mentioned by Phlegon of
Tralles, a freedman of the second century C.E.
He wrote of a remarkable eclipse that caused
such darkness that the stars were seen in the
heavens. The date he assigned to this, the
fourth year of the 202d Olympiad (four-year
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periods counting from 776 B.C.E.), appears to
coincide with the year Jesus died. While it
is possible that a person with a limited knowl-
edge of astronomy might incorrectly credit
the darkness associated with Jesus* death to an
eclipse, we cannot be certain that this was the
event to which Phlegon was making reference
because he does not give details as to the time
of year that it happened.

The failing of the sunlight, resulting in hours
of darkness from noon until 3 p.m., at the
time of Jesus’ impalement must be attributed
to a direct act of God. The same is true of
the earthquake and the ripping of the curtain
in the temple when Jesus expired. (Matt. 27:51;
Mark 15:38) Arguments that endeavor to dis-
miss these events as nothing more than co-
incidences with natural explanations are not
based on sound evidence.

Eyewitnesses of these events, an army of-
ficer and others with him who were watching
over the impalement of Jesus, when they saw
the earthquake and the things happening, rec-
ognized that what took place was of super-
natural origin, and they “grew very much
afraid, saying: ‘Certainly this was God’s Son.””
—Matt. 27:54.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FIELD MINISTRY
One who obeys the commandments of Jesus
Christ fears, not men, but God. He knows
that, not men, but God is the one who will
award everlasting life to his faithful servants.
To enable others, in addition to themselves, to
gain that blessing, they publicly proclaim the
truths of the Bible, and that in spite of any
opposition they encounter. During December,
as Jehovah’s witnesses talk to people about the
Bible, they will also be offering them the
modern-English New World Translation of the
Holy Scriptures, along with the new book
“Things in Which It Is Impossible for God to

Lie,” on a contribution of $1.50.

FIRST IN YOUR LIFE
Of foremost importance in all our lives are
God’s requirements for us as his creatures.

What place does God’s Word, the Bible, have in
your life? Do you read it regularly? Do you
understand it? To assist you to fulfill your
relationship to God, the publishers of this
magazine have prepared a book entitled
“Things in Which It Is Impossible for God to
Lie.” This beautifully illustrated hardbound
book of 416 pages will be sent to you postpaid
with a copy of the complete Bible, the New
World Translation of the Holy Scriptures, for
only $150. Send at once and receive free the
booklet Take Courage—God’s Kingdom Is at
Hand!

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
December 26: Slaves of Men or Slaves of Your
Repurchaser—Which? [fl-34. Page 712.
January 2: Slaves of Men or Slaves of Your
Repurchaser—Which? 1f35-66. Page 718.



