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J E H O V A H ’ S

K I N G D O M

K in d n e s s  is a
heartwarming 

quality. The Creator 
made us so that we 
would want to show 
k in d n ess, w h ich  
really is a form of 
lo v e . T h a t  t h i s  
should be so is easy 
to understand in 
view of Jesus’ words: “There is more hap­
piness in giving than there is in receiving.” 
—Acts 20:35.

Even though this is true, kindness is not 
often shown. No doubt one reason for it is 
that kindness is so seldom appreciated. As 
an old German proverb puts it, “Ingrati­
tude is the world’s pay.” And an English 
writer once said, “Brutes leave ingratitude 
to man.” Yes, as a rule this old world is 
cold, ungrateful, not appreciating kindness.

In fact, the world seems to be getting 
ever more so. However, this should not 
surprise us in view of the inspired proph­
ecy: “In the last days critical times hard 
to deal with will be here. For men will be 
. . . unthankful.” In particular is human­
kind unthankful to God their Maker. They 
give little if any thought to the many kind­
nesses they daily receive from him as the 
Giver of “every good gift and every per­
fect present.” How far short they come of 
“giving thanks always for all things”! Not 
appreciating God’s kindnesses to them, 
many parents are lax about teaching their 
children to appreciate kindness. As a re­

sult, we see a large 
proportion  of the  
younger generation 
growing up without 
feeling any obliga­
tion to express ap­
preciation for kind­
nesses received from 
their parents and 
others.—2 Tim. 3: 

1, 2; Jas. 1:17; Eph. 5:20.
Quite likely many a kindly disposed per­

son has become discouraged because his 
expressions of kindness either have not 
been appreciated or have selfishly been tak­
en advantage of. Especially is this true in 
the marital relationship, where often the 
more generous one is expected to keep on 
giving with little appreciation being ex­
pressed on the part of the other. But let 
such remember Jesus’ counsel to ‘do good, 
not hoping for anything back, and you will 
be sons of the Most High, because he is 
kind to the unthankful.’ Of course, the 
fact that Jesus counseled us to do good to 
the unthankful does not justify or excuse 
those who are unthankful.—Luke 6:35.

As a sincere lover of righteousness you 
will want to be careful in both respects. 
On the one hand, you will want to show 
kindness whenever you have the oppor­
tunity to do so and, on the other hand, you 
will want to express appreciation for kind­
nesses received. Here also the “golden 
rule” applies: “Just as you want men to

DO YOU EXPRESS

FOR KINDNESSES?
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do to you, do the same way to them.” 
—Luke 6:31.

Perhaps the simplest way to express ap­
preciation for a kindness shown you is to 
utter or, on occasion, write a few words of 
thanks. Words of appreciation cost little 
if anything, and yet what joy they bring 
to the one receiving them! Why? Because 
you show that you value the kindness re­
ceived. The one who did the kindness 
knows that it was worthwhile showing 
kindness to you. It might be said that the 
Creator felt the same way about the kind­
nesses he showed to Adam and Eve. He 
wanted some assurance from them that 
they appreciated these and so he asked of 
them obedience in just one simple matter: 
not eating the fruit of a certain tree. By 
their disobedience they betrayed that they 
lacked appreciation of God’s kindnesses, 
and so they were no longer permitted to 
enjoy them.—Gen. 2:17; 3:19.

Yes, a person who neglects to express 
appreciation betrays a measure of selfish­
ness and raises a question as to his having 
deserved the kindness. He puts himself in 
the same class as nine of the ten lepers 
whom Jesus once cured and of whom only 
one appreciated the kindness sufficiently to 
return at once and express thanks. “He fell 
upon his face at Jesus’ feet, thanking him.” 
This caused Jesus to ask: “The ten were 
cleansed, were they not? Where, then, are 
the other nine?” They lacked appreciation 
of kindness.—Luke 17:14-18.

Not that appreciation for kindness is 
limited to just words. Not at all! Here too 
the Scriptural counsel is fitting: “Let us 
love, neither [or only] in word nor with 
the tongue, but in deed and truth.” You 
can show appreciation for kindnesses re­
ceived by the very way you accept and 
make use of the kindnesses extended. A 
great help in this regard is modesty. 
—1 John 3:18.
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Then again, you can show appreciation 
for kindnesses received by reciprocating in 
some way. There are ever so many little 
ways of being helpful by which you can 
show appreciation for hospitality received. 
At times it may mean your offering to help 
with the expenses, and doing so in sincerity.

Often the kindness consists of the loan of 
a book, a garden tool or some kitchen uten­
sils. Here you can show appreciation of the 
kindness in several ways: by being will­
ing to loan something you have that the 
other may need; also, by taking good care 
of what you have borrowed and returning 
it promptly.

However, there are times when appre­
ciation of a kindness dictates your refus­
ing it, as when your friends overextend 
themselves. Thus the Bible tells that on one 
occasion King David expressed a longing 
for water from a certain cistern. Hearing 
it, three of his friends risked their lives to 
pass through the lines of the enemy to get 
him the longed-for water. Did David drink 
that water? No, he did not, for it had been 
obtained at too high a price. It would have 
been as though he were drinking their 
blood, and so he offered it to Jehovah, 
pouring it out as a drink offering to Him. 
For him to have drunk the water not only 
would have shown a lack of respect for 
God’s law about the sanctity of blood, but 
would have betrayed an indifference to the 
lives of his friends, as though a mere drink 
of water were worth such a risk.—1 Chron. 
11:17-19.

The foregoing are but a few of the ways 
in which you can show appreciation for 
kindnesses received. By so doing you bring 
joy to the ones showing kindness and you 
benefit yourself by not becoming hard and 
selfish, and that applies to all kindnesses, 
whether received from God or your fellow-
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THE resurrection of the human dead 
during the reign of God’s kingdom 

—no ancient sacred book of religion 
teaches this but the Holy Bible. The Bi­
ble is the sacred book that was written, 
the first part of it mostly in Hebrew 
and the second part of it in the common 
Greek of nineteen hundred years ago. 
However, the first part of it was trans­
lated from Hebrew into Greek before 
ever the second part of the Holy Bible 
was written in common Greek. The 
Greek translation of the Hebrew Scrip­
tures has been called the Greek Septua- 
gint and is symbolized by the sign LXX, 
meaning “Seventy.” Nineteen centuries 
ago Greek was an international lan­
guage, and thus back there a person who 
knew Greek could read the whole Bible. 
In our day the Holy Bible has been 
translated, as a whole or in part, into 
upward of 1,202 languages, most likely 
into your own native language. This sa­
cred Book has the greatest circulation of 
all books and in the most languages. It 
stands out alone in its teaching of the 
raising of dead mankind to life in a righ­
teous order of things during the reign 
of the kingdom of Almighty God.

2 You, the reader, may see no need for 
the human dead to be resurrected, be­
cause your religion has taught you such 
a thing as the “immortality of the soul.” 
So, because the departed ones are dead 
only as to the human body but are alive 
in some invisible realm as souls or have 
transmigrated to another earthly body, 
you see no need for a resurrection. Some 
readers may therefore scoff at the idea 
of a resurrection from the dead. That is 
quite natural. But the Bible teaching of 
the resurrection of the dead has such a
1. What ancient religious book alone teaches 
resurrection ?
2. Why may some scoff at the idea of a resurrection?
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solid basis on which to rest that the better 
thing to do is to investigate honestly rather 
than scoff. We do not want to be like those 
Grecian philosophers who believed in the 
immortality of the human soul and to 
whom the Christian apostle Paul preached 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead.—Acts 2:31, 32; Matt. 26:38; Isa. 53: 
12; Ezek. 18:4, 20.

3 Of those Greeks the historical record 
says: “Some would say: ‘What is it this 
chatterer would like to tell?’ Others: ‘He 
seems to be a publisher of foreign deities.’ 
This was because he was declaring the 
good news of Jesus and the resurrection.” 
And after the apostle Paul told the Su­
preme Court of judges in Athens, Greece, 
that God had raised up his Son Jesus Christ 
from the dead in order to act as judge of 
all the inhabited earth, the record says, 
“well, when they heard of a resurrection of 
the dead, some began to mock.” (Acts 17: 
18, 31, 32) Those Greeks believed in the 
immortality of the human soul and that 
there were therefore no dead. Hence they 
could not accept the teaching that human 
souls are dead and need to be resurrected 
in order to live again.

4 The ancient Greeks believed that the 
human dead were living as shades in an 
underground, unseen place, over which the 
god named Ha'des ruled as king. After­
ward this underground place of departed 
souls over which he ruled was also called 
by his name, Ha'des. The name also came 
to be applied to the grave.* Those ancient 
Greeks were like the Babylonians of Asia 
who called the god of their underground

* Ha'des corresponded with the Romans’ god of 
the underworld named Pluto. As applied to this god of 
the dead, the name Ha'des meant “The Invisible­
making Deity,” from his power to render human 
mortals invisible after their death.—See M’Clintock 
and Strong’s Cyclopaedia, Volume 4, page 9, under 
“H a'des” ; also, Liddell and Scott’s A Greek-English 
Lexicon, reprint of 1948, Volume 1, page 21, column 2, 
under "Aifiris or §5ris.
3. Why do we not want to be like those Greek phi­
losophers ?
4. How were ancient Greeks like Babylonians in their 
belief regarding the human dead ?
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realm of departed souls Nergal and who 
spoke of this invisible realm of the dead 
as “the land of no return.” Those ancient 
Babylonians therefore did not believe in a 
resurrection of the human dead.*

'This Babylonian belief in the immor­
tality of the human soul runs contrary to 
the Bible’s teaching of the resurrection of 
the human dead. This fact can be seen in 
the action taken by the Reform Jews of 
our twentieth century. On this The Jewish 
Encyclopedia, under the subject “Resurrec­
tion,” says: “In modem times the belief 
in resurrection has been greatly shak­
en by natural philosophy, and the ques­
tion has been raised by the Reform rabbis 
and in rabbinical conferences . . . whether 
the old liturgical formulas expressing the 
belief in resurrection should not be so 
changed as to give clear expression to the 
hope of immortality of the soul instead. 
This was done in all the American Reform 
prayer books. At the rabbinical conference 
held in Philadelphia it was expressly de­
clared that the belief in resurrection of the 
body has no foundation in Judaism, and 
that the belief in the immortality of the 
soul should take its place in the liturgy 
[the collection of formularies for public 
worship].”—Vol. 10, page 385, [[2 (1905).

6 Thus those Reform Jews do not believe 
in the plain statement of the Holy Bible, 
in Ezekiel 18:4, 20: “The soul which sin- 
neth that alone shall die.”—Isaac Leeser’s 
translation of 1853.

7 The Christian apostle Paul, who lived 
in the earthly days of Jesus Christ, miracu­
lously saw him after his resurrection from 
the dead. By birth Paul was a Jew. He had 
been one of the Jewish Pharisees, who be-

* See the book “Babylon the Great Has F allen!” 
God}s K ingdom R ules!, page 43, paragraphs 2, 3.

5. How did action by the Reform Jews point up the 
fact that belief in human immortality and the resurrec­
tion teaching run contrary to each other?
6. In what plain Bible statement do such Reform Jews 
not believe?
7. What did Paul, a one-time Pharisee, say to Felix  
about resurrection?
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lieved in the resurrection of the dead.
When he stood before the Roman judge 
Felix, who likely believed in Pluto the Ro­
man god of the underworld of dead souls,
Paul said, with reference to the Jewish 
Pharisees: “I believe all the things set 
forth in the Law [of Moses] and written in 
the Prophets; and I have hope toward God, 
which hope these men themselves also en­
tertain, that there is going to be a resur­
rection of both the righteous and the un­
righteous. . . . this one utterance which I 
cried out while standing among them,
‘Over the resurrection of the dead I am to­
day being judged before you!’ ”—Acts 24:
14-21.

8 In his writings about the resurrection 
the apostle Paul told of more than five 
hundred eyewitnesses, including himself, 
who saw the resurrected 
Jesus Christ after he had 
been put to death public­
ly on a torture stake and 
had been buried  in a 
sealed tomb, under guard 
by soldiers to prevent any 
theft of the dead body in 
side. (1 Cor. 15:3-9; Matt.
27:57 to 28:4) In proving 
that he and his fellow believ­
ers were not false witnesses 
of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, Paul 
pointed out what Christ’s resurrection 
meant for dead mankind by saying: “Now 
Christ has been raised up from the dead, 
the first fruits of those who have fallen 
asleep in death. For since death is through 
a man [Adam, the first man], resurrection 
of the dead is also through a man.” (1 Cor.
1 5 :2 0 ,  2 1 )  The resurrection of Jesus Christ 
opened up the way for others, namely, 
dead mankind, to be resurrected.

3 9

9 In the year 33 of our Common Era Je­
sus Christ courageously faced a martyr’s 
death, because he had confidence that Al­
mighty God his heavenly Father would 
raise him from the dead on the third day. 
Thereby God would permit him to return 
to heaven and present the value of his hu­
man sacrifice to God personally. On earth 
Jesus Christ had much to say about resur­
rection. Once, when he talked about bring­
ing dead humans to final judgment by 
means of a resurrection, he said: “Just as 
the Father has life in himself, so he has 
granted also to the Son to have life in 
himself. And he has given him authority 
to do judging, because Son of man he is. Do 
not marvel at this, because the hour is 
coming in which all those in the memorial 
tombs will hear his voice and come out,

those who did good things to a res­
urrection of life, those 
w ho p r a c t ic e d  v ile  
things to a resurrection 
of judgment. I cannot 
do a single thing of my 
own initiative; just as 
I hear, I judge; and the 

judgment that I ren­
der is  r igh teou s, 
because I seek, not 
my own will, but 

the will of him that sent me.”—John 5: 
26-30.*

10 w e can be sure, then, that there will 
be a resurrection.

A PERSONAL QUESTION
11A very personal question, therefore, 

suggests itself to us. It is this: If, some-

RESURRECTED JESUS APPEARS TO  PAUL

* For a thorough discussion of these words of Jesus 
Christ, please see the W atchtower issue of December 1, 
1964, under the titles “Out of the Tombs to a ‘Resurrec­
tion of Life’ ’’ and “Out of the Tombs to a ‘Resurrection 
of Judgment.' ”

8. (a) How many witnesses were there of Christ’s 
resurrection? (b) What does his resurrection mean for 
dead mankind ?

9, 10. (a) Why could Jesus face a martyr’s death 
courageously? (b) How do Jesus’ words make sure 
there will be a resurrection ?
11. What very personal question, therefore, suggests
itself?
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time in the future, you and I die and get 
buried in a tomb or grave, will a resurrec­
tion, a return to life from the sleep of 
death, be granted to us according to God’s 
will? If so, how may we know? Who will 
be resurrected with us? Will any not be 
resurrected from the dead? This very ques­
tion has caught the interest of many Jews, 
even though they hold to only the Hebrew 
Scriptures, the first part of what we call 
the Holy Bible.

12 Some religious clergymen of Christen­
dom have attempted to picture what the 
resurrection day will be like to a person 
who is still alive on earth at that time. 
They have imagined some wild and really 
gruesome things about it, such as widely 
scattered parts of human corpses whizzing 
through the air to join the other members 
to which they belonged in one body at 
death. The Bible presents no such frightful 
picture of the resurrection time, not even 
in the prophet Ezekiel’s vision of the valley 
of dry bones that Almighty God’s power 
brought together and clothed with living 
flesh again. (Ezek. 37:1-10) Far different­
ly, by means of suitable symbols, the last 
book of the Bible gives us a picture of the 
earthly resurrection after the wicked pow­
ers in heaven and on earth have been 
chased away. This hope-inspiring vision en­
ables us to determine who will take part 
in the earthly resurrection.

13 The vision, as seen by the Christian 
apostle John, is described in Revelation 20: 
11-15 in these words: “And I saw a great 
white throne and the one seated on it. 
From before him the earth and the heaven 
fled away, and no place was found for 
them. And I saw the dead, the great and 
the small, standing before the throne, and 
scrolls were opened. But another scroll 
was opened; it is the scroll of life. And the
12. What kind of picture of resurrection day does the 
Bible give?
13. In Revelation 20:11-15, what vision was given to 
John?
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dead were judged out of those things writ­
ten in the scrolls according to their deeds. 
And the sea gave up those dead in it, and 
death and Ha'des gave up those dead in 
them, and they were judged individually 
according to their deeds. And death and 
Ha'des were hurled into the lake of fire. 
This means the second death, the lake of 
fire. Furthermore, whoever was not found 
written in the book of life was hurled into 
the lake of fire.”—See also Revelation 21:8.

14 Not all persons dying have died on the 
dry land and been buried in a grave in the 
bosom of the earth. (Gen. 1:9, 10) Count­
less numbers have died at sea in shipwreck 
and storm and battle and have been buried 
at sea or their bodies have never been re­
covered to be given a burial on dry land. 
(1 Ki. 22:48, 49; 2 Chron. 20:36, 37; Ps. 
48:7; Dan. 11:40) Therefore, in describing 
the day of the resurrection of mankind, 
Revelation 20:13 says that not only “death 
and Ha'des gave up those dead in them” 
but also “the sea gave up those dead in it.” 
We can appreciate that this verse, Revela­
tion 20:13, is a more inclusive statement 
of the resurrection than that of Jesus when 
he said: “All those in the memorial tombs 
will hear his voice and come out, . . .  to a 
resurrection.”—John 5:28, 29.

15 One other point to notice is this: 
Whatever Ha'des is here understood to be, 
those who are dead in it are not in the 
same place as those who are dead in the 
sea, for the dead in the sea are in a watery 
place. The sea will never cease, in a literal 
sense, to exist on the earth. That is why 
Revelation 20:14 says: “Death and Ha'des 
were hurled into the lake of fire. This 
means the second death, the lake of fire.” 
If the literal sea were hurled into the “lake 
of fire” it would put out the lake of fire, 
and the lake of fire would cease to exist,
14. Why is Revelation 20:13 more inclusive than Jesus* 
words in John 5:28, 29 regarding resurrection?
15. Why is the “sea” not hurled into the “lake of fire” 
also?
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rather than the sea cease to exist. How­
ever, the Bible is definite that the “second 
death” that is symbolized by the “lake of 
fire” will never cease to exist. Symbolical­
ly, that “lake of fire” will burn forever.

16 What, then, is this Ha'des that is cast 
into the symbolic “lake of fire”? What is 
the condition of those in such Ha'des? One 
thing is sure, the Ha'des described in the 
Holy Bible is not the Ha'des imagined by 
the ancient non-Christian Greeks and de­
scribed in their mythologies. There was no 
general resurrection from the mythological 
Ha'des of the pagan Greeks.

17 Under the subheading “B. Resurrec­
tion in the Greek World,” the Theological 
Dictionary of the New Testament, Volume 
1, page 369, says: “Apart from transmi­
gration of souls, . . . the Greek speaks of 
resurrection in a twofold sense, a. Resur­
rection is impossible. . . . b. Resurrection 
may take place as an isolated miracle.. .  . 
The raising of an apparently dead girl in 
Rome by Apollonius of Tyana is recount­
ed . . .  , 150,000 denarii being contributed 
as additional endowment. . . . The idea of 
a general resurrection at the end of the 
age is alien to the Greeks. Indeed, it is 
perhaps attacked on a Phrygian inscrip­
tion: [Indeed are the wretched ones all 
looking to a resurrection?]. In Acts 17:18 
andstasis [resurrection] seems to be mis­
understood by the hearers as a proper 
name (compare 17:31 and following).”* 
Of course, the “apparently dead girl” 
whom Apollonius raised died again.

18 In its article on “Ha'des” the Cyclo­
paedia by M’Clintock and Strong, Volume 
4, 1891 edition, makes this admission, on 
page 9, last paragraph: “To the believing

* Edited in German by Gerhard Kittel, and translated 
into English by Geoffrey W. Bromley, edition of 1964. 
Printed in the Netherlands.

16. Is the Bible Ha'des like that imagined by the 
Greeks? Why?
17. In what twofold sense did ancient Greeks speak of 
resurrection?
18. Unlike the heathen, what hope did God’s people 
have?
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Hebrew alone the sojourn in sheol ap­
peared that only of a temporary and inter­
mediate existence. The heathen had no 
prospect beyond its shadowy realms; its 
bars for him were eternal: and the idea of 
a resurrection was utterly strange alike to 
his religion and his philosophy. But it was 
in connection with the prospect of a resur­
rection from the dead that all hope formed 
itself in the breasts of the true people of 
God. As this alone could effect the rever­
sion of the evil brought in by sin and 
really destroy the destroyer, so nothing 
less was announced in that first promise 
which gave assurance of the crushing of 
the tempter.”—See Genesis 3:15; Romans 
16:20.

19 Thus in the Bible Ha'des is different 
from that of the pagan Greeks, in that the 
Bible repeatedly states that there will be 
a resurrection from Ha'des of those who 
are there. It is not such a place as the an­
cient Babylonians talked of, that is to say, 
“the land of no return.” But where, then, 
is this Biblical Ha'des, and what is the con­
dition of those in it? Is it a place of “in­
termediate existence” for the dead? Only 
if we get the Bible’s own answers shall we 
get the correct answers, the true answers 
on which our faith may rest unshakably. 
What does the Bible say?

HA'DES
20 In the oldest known handwritten cop­

ies of the Christian Greek Scriptures the 
word Ha'des occurs ten times.* Are people 
alive in the Biblical Ha'des? Honest Bible 
readers will say that they are lifeless in­
asmuch as Revelation 20:13 says that those 
whom “death and Ha'des gave up” were 
“those dead in them.” Certainly the dead 
in death are not alive. Likewise those dead

* In the most ancient Greek manuscripts the word 
Ha'des is not found in 1 Corinthians 15:55. Instead, the 
word thdnatos, meaning “death,” is found there.

19. So now does the Bible H a'des differ from that of
the Greeks ?
20. What must the condition of those in Ha'des be?
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in Ha'des could not be alive either. How­
ever, the religionists of Christendom are 
infected with pagan Greek mythology and 
they will say: “Not so. The dead in Ha'des 
are not really dead. Only their body is 
dead, but their soul is alive because it is 
immortal. For them death means only that 
they are separated from God. In other re­
spects, those immortal souls in Ha'des are 
really alive.” But is this argument of the 
religionists of Christendom right? Is it 
what the Bible teaches regarding the con­
dition of those who are dead in Ha'des 
and who will have a resurrection from 
Ha'des? Search the Bible.

21 In the Christian Greek Scriptures the 
first use of the word Ha'des is in Matthew 
11:23. There the Lord Jesus Christ says: 
“And you, Capernaum, will you perhaps be 
exalted to heaven? Down to Ha'des you 
will come.” (Also in Luke 10:15) For this 
reason Ha'des cannot be in heaven. The 
next use of the word Ha'des is in Matthew 
16:18, in which Jesus says to his apostle 
Peter: “Also, I say to you, You are Peter, 
and on this rock-mass I will build my con­
gregation, and the gates of Ha'des will not 
overpower it.” This saying of Jesus means 
that the congregation of his followers 
would die and enter in through the gates 
into Ha'des. They would thus get to be 
among those who are dead in Ha'des.

22 However, why would the “gates of 
Ha'des” not overpower Jesus’ congrega­
tion? Why would those “gates” not remain 
forever closed upon Jesus’ followers and 
thus make Ha'des a “land of no return”? 
It was because of what Jesus later said to 
the aged apostle John in the last book of 
the Holy Bible, in Revelation 1:17, 18. In 
those verses the resurrected Jesus Christ 
in heaven said to John: “Do not be fearful. 
I am the First and the Last, and the living
21. (a) Is Ha'des in heaven? (b) Does the Christian 
congregation go to Ha'des?
22. Why would H a'des’ gates not overpower Jesus’ 
congregation?
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one; and I became dead, but, look! I am 
living forever and ever, and I have the 
keys of death and of Ha'des.” Since he has 
the keys of death and of Ha'des, the heav­
enly Jesus Christ can unlock those “gates 
of Ha'des” and let his dead congregation 
out, in this way restoring them to life.

23 Because of having this in mind, Jesus 
said that those gates of Ha'des would not 
overpower his congregation. Rather, Jesus 
would overpower Ha'des and free his con­
gregation from Ha'des. Jesus made a di­
rect promise of this when he said, in John 
6:39, 40: “This is the will of him that sent 
me, that I should lose nothing out of all 
that he has given me but that I should 
resurrect it at the last day. For this is the 
will of my Father, that everyone that be­
holds the Son and exercises faith in him 
should have everlasting life, and I will res­
urrect him at the last day.”

24 It is interesting to note that in the ten 
cases where Ha'des occurs in the Christian 
Greek Scriptures the word “death” occurs 
with it. (Rev. 1:18; 6:8; 20:13, 14) So 
death, not life, is associated with Ha'des. 
In this connection, then, we ask the ques­
tion, When Jesus Christ himself died and 
was buried in the memorial tomb of his 
friend, Joseph of Arimathea, that same 
day, where did Jesus himself go? (Matt. 
27:57-61) A person upon whom we can 
rely to tell us the truth about this is Jesus’ 
own close apostle, Simon Peter. On the fes­
tival day of Pentecost at Jerusalem, fifty- 
one days after the death and burial of Je­
sus, God’s holy spirit was poured down 
upon Peter and other disciples of Jesus. So 
under inspiration of God’s spirit Peter 
spoke and quoted Psalm 16:10,11, saying: 
“Because you will not leave my soul in
23. Jesus promised to overpower Ha'des thus at what 
time?
24. (a) In the Bible what word is associated with 
Ha'des? (b) At death where did Jesus go, according to 
Psalm 16:10, 11?
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Ha'des, neither will you allow your loyal 
one to see corruption. You have made life’s 
ways known to me, you will fill me with 
good cheer with your face.” Those words 
quoted by Peter were written by King Da­
vid, who wrote as an inspired prophet of 
God.

25 Then the apostle Peter, filled with 
God’s spirit, went on to say to the thou­
sands of Jews observing the festival of Pen­
tecost:

26 “Brothers, it is allowable to speak with 
freeness of speech to you concerning the 
family head David, that he both deceased 
and was buried and his tomb is among us 
to this day. Therefore, because he was a 
prophet and knew that God had sworn to 
him with an oath that he would seat one 
from the fruitage of his loins upon his 
throne, he saw beforehand and spoke con­
cerning the resurrection of the Christ, that 
neither was he forsaken in Ha'des nor did 
his flesh see corruption. This Jesus God 
resurrected, of which fact we are all wit­
nesses. Therefore because he was exalted 
to the right hand of God and received the 
promised holy spirit from the Father, he 
has poured out this which you see and 
hear. Actually David did not ascend to the 
heavens, but he himself says, ‘Jehovah 
said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, 
until I place your enemies as a stool for 
your feet.” ’ Therefore let all the house of 
Israel know for a certainty that God made 
him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom 
you impeded.”—Acts 2:27-36.

27 In that speech the inspired Peter plain­
ly says concerning the Lord Jesus Christ 
that he was not “forsaken in Ha'des,” and 
that in fulfillment of Psalm 16:10 his soul 
was not left in Ha'des. Thus when the dead 
Jesus was buried in the memorial tomb his
25, 26. On Pentecost what did Peter say regarding 
David and Jesus?
27. How did Jesus Christ become able to resurrect his 
congregation from Ha'des?
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soul went to Ha'des. On the third day Al­
mighty God resurrected him from Ha'des, 
and then God committed to the resurrected 
Jesus the “keys of death and of Ha'des,” 
so that Jesus could say, in Revelation 1: 
18: “I became dead, but, look! I am living 
forever and ever, and I have the keys of 
death and of Ha'des.” Because of his pos­
sessing those keys, he is able to resurrect 
all those who are dead in Ha'des, including 
his own congregation.*

28 The apostle Peter, being a Hebrew or 
Jew, evidently spoke in the Hebrew of that 
day when he gave his speech on the day 
of Pentecost. So, when he made his quota­
tion from Psalm sixteen, he quoted direct­
ly from the Hebrew text, not from the 
Greek Septuagint translation of the He­
brew text. That being so, Peter did not use 
the Greek word Ha'des but used the origi­
nal word in the Hebrew text, namely, 
Sheol. The fact of the matter is that the 
word Ha'des is the Greek word used in the 
Septmgint Version in translating the He­
brew word Sheol. f  In the inspired Hebrew 
Scriptures the word Sheol occurs sixty- 
five times in sixty-three different verses, 
including Psalm 16:10, which Peter quoted. 
In the Hebrew this verse reads: “For you 
will not leave my soul in Sheol. You will 
not allow your loyal one to see the pit.”? 
Consequently, if we find out what and 
where Sheol is and what the condition is of 
those in Sheol we shall at the same time 
find out what and where the Bible Ha'des 
is and what the condition is of those in 
Ha'des.

* For an explanation of Ha'des in Luke 16:23 see the 
issue of The W atchtower under date of February 1, 
1965, page 75, paragraph 11 ff.

t In the Greek Septuagint Version the word Ha'des 
occurs seventy-three times.

tN W ;  A S; Y g ; R S ; A T ;  but Ro  reads “ha'des” 
instead of “Sheol.”

28. (a) In what language did Peter on Pentecost quote 
Psalm 16:10? (b) How, then, shall we find out what 
and where the Bible Ha'des is?
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PART TWO
S ALREADY noted Ha'des or Sheol 
is not in heaven but is a low place. 

(Matt. 11:23; Luke 10:15) The patient 
man Job of ancient times indicates that it 
is a low place. When he was near death 
from a terrible disease, Job said: “If I keep 
waiting, Sheol is my house; in the dark­
ness I shall have to spread out my lounge. 
To the pit I shall have to call out, ‘You are 
my father!’ to the maggot, ‘My mother and 
my sister!’ So where, then, is my hope? 
And my hope—who is it that beholds it? 
To the bars of Sheol they will go down, 
when we, all together, must descend to the 
very dust.” (Job 17:13-16) Now, just what 
is Job describing here? Any honest reader 
will answer, “The grave!” It is in the dust 
of the earth. It is a dark place, where the 
dead body is laid out as on a lounge; it is 
a pit, and there the maggot is to be found, 
feeding on the rotting corpse. It has bars, 
in the sense that those buried in it cannot 
free themselves. In fact, the Authorized 
Version Bible of King James of England 
uses here the words “grave” and “pit” in­
stead of the Hebrew word Sheol.

2 Having in mind a woodchopper scatter­
ing chips and sticks of wood around, the 
psalmist David said: “As when one is do­
ing cleaving and splitting on the earth, 
our bones have been scattered at the 
mouth of Sheol.” (Ps. 141:7) Instead of 
Sheol, the English Authorized Version uses 
the words “the grave,” and fittingly so, 
for bones are scattered at the mouth of 
the grave before burial.

3 When speaking about the enemies of 
God, the prophet Isaiah links death (not 
life) and Sheol together, saying: “Because
1. How does Job 17:13-16 indicate Sheol is a low place 
and is the grave?
2. In Psalm 141:7, what remains are associated with 
Sheol?
3. How does Isaiah 28:15-18 indicate that Sheol is the 
grave?

you men have said: ‘We have concluded a 
covenant with Death; and with Sheol we 
have effected a vision; the overflowing 
flash flood, in case it should pass through, 
will not come to us . . .  ’; therefore this is 
what the Lord Jehovah has said: ‘ . . .  your 
covenant with Death will certainly be dis­
solved, and that vision of yours with Sheol 
will not stand. The overflowing flash flood, 
when it passes through—you must also be­
come for it a trampling place.’ ” (Isa. 28: 
15-18) This very language indicates that 
Sheol is the common grave of dead man­
kind, for the grave is the place of death.

4 Isaiah 57:9 also indicates that Sheol is 
a low place, as low as the grave. After tell­
ing how the Jewish kingdom of Judah tried 
to lure other nations, Gentile nations, into 
political alliances with her, this prophecy 
says: “You proceeded to descend toward 
Melech with oil, and kept making your 
ointments abundant. And you continued 
sending your envoys far off, so that you 
lowered matters to Sheol.” In her political 
dealings with Gentile nations the unfaith­
ful kingdom of Judah stooped so low in 
God’s view that she was bringing upon her­
self the condemnation of death in the 
grave, thus ceasing to be an independent 
nation with a king.

5 Associating lowness and death with 
Sheol, Psalm 86:12, 13 says: “I laud you,
0  Jehovah my God, with all my heart, and
1 will glorify your name to time indefinite, 
for your loving-kindness is great toward 
me, and you have delivered my soul out of 
Sheol, its lowest place.” Associating the 
burial place, the pit and the loss of strength 
with Sheol, Psalm 88:2-6 says: “Before
4. How is Sheol shown to be a low place also in Isaiah 
57:9?
5. (a) How is lowness associated with Sheol in Psalm 
86:12, 13? (b) How does Psalm 88:2-6 associate burial, 
pit and loss of strength with Sheol ?
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you my prayer will come. Incline your ear 
to my entreating cry. For my soul has had 
enough of calamities, and my very life has 
come in touch even with Sheol. I have been 
reckoned in among those going down to 
the pit; I have become like an able-bodied 
man without strength, set free among the 
dead themselves, like slain ones lying in 
the burial place, whom you have remem­
bered no longer and who have been sev­
ered from your own helping hand. You 
have put me in a pit of the lowest depths, 
in dark places, in a large abyss.”

6 Piling up further evidence in the Bible 
to show that Sheol or Ha'des is the com­
mon grave of dead mankind, from which 
there is to be a resurrection, Psalm 116: 
3, 7-10 says: “The ropes of death encircled 
me and the distressing circumstances of 
Sheol themselves found me. Distress and 
grief I kept finding. Return to your resting 
place, O my soul, for Jehovah himself has 
acted appropriately toward you. For you 
have rescued my soul from death, my eye 
from tears, my foot from stumbling. I will 
walk before Jehovah in the lands of those 
living. I had faith, for I proceeded to speak. 
I myself was very much afflicted.” In those 
words, please, note the continual associa­
tion of Sheol with death, not with immor­
tal life. Once while under affliction as a 
Christian the apostle Paul quoted from 
those words of Psalm 116:10 and linked 
them up with the resurrection of Jesus 
from the dead, in 2 Corinthians 4:13,14.

7 Using language similar to the above, 
the psalmist David felt that he was being 
pulled down into the grave of death, when 
he said: “The ropes of Sheol themselves 
surrounded me; the snares of death con­
fronted me.” (2 Sam. 22:6) Referring to 
the same experience, the psalmist David 
said, in Psalm 18:4, 5: “The ropes of death
6. How does Psalm 116:3, 7-10 add proof that Sheol is 
the grave ?
7. How do 2 Samuel 22:6 and Psalm 18:4, 5 suggest 
David’s being pulled down into the grave?
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encircled me; flash floods of good-for- 
nothing men also kept terrifying me. The 
very ropes of Sheol surrounded me; the 
snares of death confronted me.” A violent 
death stared David in the face; the com­
mon grave of dead mankind seemed a cer­
tainty for him. But he called to the Al­
mighty God and was spared from death 
and from Sheol or Ha'des. It was as if he 
had been resurrected from the dead by the 
power of Jehovah God.—Ps. 18:8-19.

8 To the prophet Jonah it looked as if the 
belly of a big sea monster would be his 
grave, when this tremendous fish swal­
lowed him in the storm at sea and did not 
vomit him out onto the dry ground till the 
third day. So the prophet’s account of his 
experience says: “Then Jonah prayed to 
Jehovah his God from the inward parts of 
the fish and said: ‘Out of my distress I 
called out to Jehovah, and he proceeded to 
answer me. Out of the belly of Sheol I 
cried for help. You heard my voice. To the 
bottoms of the mountains I went down 
[inside the fish]. As for the earth, its bars 
[like those of a grave] were upon me for 
time indefinite. But out of the pit you pro­
ceeded to bring up my life, O Jehovah my 
God.’ ” (Jonah 2:1, 2, 6) For three days 
Jonah was as if dead in the grave or Sheol 
or Ha'des. The Lord Jesus Christ showed 
this when he referred to his own death and 
burial and said: “Just as Jonah was in the 
belly of the huge fish three days and three 
nights, so the Son of man will be in the 
heart of the earth three days and three 
nights.”—Matt. 12:40.

9 It was Almighty God, whose name is 
Jehovah, who miraculously brought up Jo­
nah the prophet out of the belly of the 
huge fish on the third day. This same God, 
Jehovah, brought up his faithful prophet
8. To what did the prophet Jonah liken his experience 
in the fish’s belly three days?
9. Of what was the deliverance of Jonah from the fish’s 
belly a prophetic picture, and through whom is escape 
from Sheol possible ?
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Jesus Christ out of the “heart of the earth” 
on the third day. Hence the deliverance of 
Jonah was a prophetic picture of the res­
urrection of the Son of God from the dead. 
After his resurrection the “keys of death 
and of Ha'des” were given to Jesus Christ, 
that he might be God’s Agent in raising all 
the others who are in Ha'des or Sheol and 
in the condition of death. No man can, by 
his own means and arrangements, escape 
death and Sheol or Ha'des, the grave that 
is common to dead mankind in the dust of 
the earth.

10 The psalmist Ethan the Ezrahite pain­
fully realized this fact, when he said to 
Jehovah God: “Remember of what dura­
tion of life I am. Is it all in vain that you 
have created all the sons of men? What 
able-bodied man is there alive who will not 
see death? Can he provide escape for his 
soul from the hand of Sheol?” (Ps. 89:47, 
48) For this reason those dedicated Chris­
tians today who will survive the coming 
battle of Armageddon and enter into a 
righteous new order on earth with the op­
portunity of never dying will survive only 
by means of God’s miraculous power of 
protection and preservation. Likewise, 
those who die and are buried in Sheol or 
Ha'des cannot come up out of that place 
of death and decay by their own power. 
The deathly diseased prophet Job spoke of 
this inability of man when he mournfully 
said: “The eye of him that sees me will 
not behold me; your eyes will be upon me, 
but I shall not be. The cloud certainly 
comes to its end and goes away; so he that 
is going down to Sheol will not come up.” 
—Job 7:8, 9.

11 Not all the wealth of the richest man 
on earth today can buy for him an exemp­
tion from death and the grave or pay for
10. (a) How do Psalm 89:47, 48 and Job 7:8, 9 Indicate 
man’s helplessness in Sheol? (b) So how will survivors 
of Armageddon escape going into Sheol?
11. (a) Psalm 49:7-10 shows what inability of rich men? 
(b) Verse 15 shows trust in God for what miracle?
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a resurrection from Sheol or Ha'des, ei­
ther for himself or for his closest relative. 
Psalm 49:7-10 tells him that fact, saying: 
“Not one of them can by any means re­
deem even a brother, nor give to God a 
ransom for him; . . . that he should still 
live forever and not see the pit. For he sees 
that even the wise ones die, together the 
stupid one and the unreasoning one perish, 
and they must leave to others their means 
of maintenance.” Unlike a materialistic 
rich man, the inspired psalmist trusts in 
Almighty God Jehovah and says: “How­
ever, God himself will redeem my soul from 
the hand of Sheol, for he will receive me.” 
—Ps. 49:15.

12 When the psalmist David recovered 
from a sickness that had seemed to mean 
his certain death and burial, he gratefully 
directed his praise to his God and said: 
“O Jehovah my God, I cried to you for 
help, and you proceeded to heal me. O Je­
hovah, you have brought up my soul from 
Sheol itself; you have kept me alive, that 
I should not go down into the pit.” (Ps. 
30:2, 3) Not only can this God of David 
keep a person from going down into death 
and the grave prematurely but he can also 
bring up the dead from Sheol or Ha'des 
by means of a resurrection, just as he did 
in the case of his own Son Jesus Christ. 
The mother of the prophet Samuel voiced 
that same fact when she said: “Jehovah is 
a Killer and a Preserver of life, a Bringer 
down to Sheol, and He brings up.” (1 Sam. 
2:6) Mary, the mother of Jesus, spoke in 
praise to Jehovah with a similar thought 
in mind.—Luke 1:46-55.

DEAD OR CONSCIOUSLY ALIVE—WHICH?
13 Thus the Bible evidence is so abun­

dant, plain and simple that no doubt should
12. (a) In Psalm 30:2, 3 for what did David praise God? 
(b) To what power of Jehovah God did Hannah refer in 
1 Samuel 2:6?
13. In proof of the true meaning, how do numbers 
of Bible translators render Sheol and Ha'des into 
English?
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exist about it: the Biblical Sheol or Ha'des 
is the common grave of dead mankind. 
That is why numbers of Bible translators 
render these two words into English as 
“the grave” (not, a grave). The Authorized 
Version or King James Bible Version ren­
ders the Hebrew word Sheol as “the grave” 
thirty-one times and as “the pit” three 
times, and the Greek word Ha'des as 
“grave” once (in 1 Corinthians 15:55). 
But for centuries the religious clergy of 
Christendom have taught that Ha'des is a 
place of fiery torment. So now our ques­
tion is, What is the condition of people 
who are dead in Sheol or Ha'des? Are they 
consciously alive as immortals, or are they 
really dead and out of existence? What 
does God’s own Word, the Holy Bible, not 
the clergy of Christendom, say in answer 
to this question?

14 In answer the words of King Solomon, 
who specially received wisdom from Jeho­
vah God, are found in Ecclesiastes 9:4-6, 
10: “As respects whoever is joined to all 
the living there exists confidence, because 
a live dog is better off than a dead lion. 
For the living [though like dogs] are con­
scious that they will die; but as for the 
dead, they [even though like lions] are 
conscious of nothing at all, neither do they 
any more have wages, because the remem­
brance of them has been forgotten. Also, 
their love and their hate and their jealousy 
have already perished, and they have no 
portion any more to time indefinite in any­
thing that has to be done under the sun. 
All that your hand finds to do, do with your 
very power, for there is no work nor de­
vising nor knowledge nor wisdom in Sheol, 
the place to which you are going.”

15 According to that, those people dead in 
Sheol must really be dead, not even having 
an “intermediate existence.” Certainly they 
must be dead and out of existence if they are
14,15. According to Ecclesiastes 9:4-6, 10, in what con­
dition are those in Sheol ?
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“conscious of nothing at all,” and if their 
love, hatred and jealousy, which are strong 
emotions, have “perished” with them, and 
if they have no wisdom and no knowledge 
and are not working at something or devis­
ing something. Little wonder why those in 
Sheol are called “dead” and why death, not 
life, is always associated with Sheol.

16 In Sheol the dead do not even think 
about God or talk about him. That was why 
the God-fearing psalmist David prayed: 
“Do return, O Jehovah, do rescue my soul; 
save me for the sake of your loving­
kindness. For in death there is no mention 
of you; in Sheol who will laud you?” (Ps. 
6:4, 5) The same thought was expressed 
by King Hezekiah, when he was spared 
from dying at thirty-nine years of age. He 
said to God his Savior: “You yourself have 
become attached to my soul and kept it 
from the pit of disintegration. For you 
have thrown behind your back all my sins. 
For it is not Sheol that can laud you; 
death itself cannot praise you. Those going 
down into the pit cannot look hopefully to 
your trueness. The living, the living, he is 
the one that can laud you, just as I can this 
day.” (Isa. 38:17-19) Fifteen years later, 
when King Hezekiah died and went to 
Sheol, he was not able to praise Jehovah 
God and he had no consciousness to be able 
to hope in his God. However, he died with 
hope of a resurrection from Sheol.

17 In the face of this it is foolish for the 
clergy of Christendom to argue that those 
in Sheol or Ha'des are still alive as immor­
tals and are dead only in the sense of being 
separated from God. The psalmist David 
does not agree with those clergymen, for 
he says to Jehovah God: “Where can I go 
from your spirit, and where can I run away
16. (a) According to Psalm 6:4, 5, about whom is there 
no talk or thought in Sheol? (b) According to Isaiah 
38:17-19, why did King Hezekiah not want to die at 
thirty-nine years of age ?
17. How do Psalm 139:7, 8 and Proverbs 15:11 prove 
that the clergy are not correct in teaching that the dead 
are still alive but only separated from God ?
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from your face? If I should ascend to heav­
en, there you would be; and if I should 
spread out my couch in Sheol, look! you 
would be there.” (Ps. 139:7, 8) Confirming 
that fact, King David’s son Solomon said, 
in Proverbs 15:11: “Sheol and the place of 
destruction are in front of Jehovah. How 
much more so the hearts of the sons of 
mankind!” Just as Jehovah knows what is 
in the hearts of men, so he knows who are 
in Sheol.

18 In illustration of how his spirit or ac­
tive force can reach to all places, even to 
Sheol, Jehovah God says, in the prophecy 
of Amos 9:1, 2: “No one fleeing of them 
will make good his flight, and no one es­
caping of them will make his getaway. If 
they dig down into Sheol, from there my 
own hand will take them; and if they go 
up to the heavens, from there I shall bring 
them down.” Here, because of height, the 
heavens are contrasted with Sheol because 
of depth. How could men ever dig into 
Sheol? Only because Sheol is in the earth 
where men live and dig graves.

19 Those in Sheol or Ha'des are not be­
yond the knowledge and power of Jehovah. 
This fact is emphasized by the deathly 
sick Job, when he spoke of earth’s Creator 
in these words: “Those impotent in death 
keep trembling beneath the waters and 
those residing in them. Sheol is naked in 
front of him, and the place of destruction 
has no covering [from him ]. He is stretch­
ing out the north over the empty place, 
hanging the earth upon nothing.” (Job 26: 
5-7) Thus Sheol has no covering with 
which to hide its dead from God’s eyes, but 
it lies naked before him. He knows who 
are there.

20 Away back there in the sixteenth cen­
tury before our Common Era patient Job
18. What does Amos 9:1, 2 show about the reach of 
God’s spirit?
19. What does Job 26:5-7 show regarding God’s knowl­
edge of Sheol ?
20. 21. Because of what facts about those in Sheol did 
Job pray, in Job 14:12-15, for God to hide him there?
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knew that those dead in Sheol are really 
dead; they feel no pain, even as they ex­
perience no pleasure, and are not conscious 
of anything at all. With good reason, then, 
Job prayed that his painful and shameful 
sickness might be terminated soon in death 
and that he might be laid in Sheol, out of 
sight from the staring eyes of men. Hence 
he prayed to Jehovah God:

21 “Man also has to lie down and does 
not get up [by his own power]. Until heav­
en is no more they will not wake up, nor 
will they be aroused from their sleep. O 
that in Sheol you would conceal me, that 
you would keep me secret until your anger 
turns back, that you would set a time limit 
for me and remember me! If an able- 
bodied man dies can he live again? All the 
days of my compulsory service I shall wait, 
until my relief comes. You will call, and 
I myself shall answer you. For the work 
of your hands you will have a yearning.” 
—Job 14:12-15.

22 Judged by these words, Sheol (Ha'des, 
LXX) was not a “land of no return” to 
Job. It was not a place in which the dead 
ones were forgotten, abandoned, by God. 
Instead, the God of Job remembered those 
in Sheol, and in his own set time he would 
call forth those in that common grave of 
mankind, awakening them from their death 
state as if awakening them from a natural 
sleep. For that reason the painfully sick 
Job was willing for God to take his life 
then and there, to end his terrible suffer­
ings in the flesh, and to lay him away in 
death in Sheol. Job felt that God was angry 
with him. So if God let Job be buried out 
of sight in Sheol, Job could be kept secret 
until God’s anger had passed away and the 
time came for God to be favorable to those 
in Sheol and to resurrect them from death 
to life under favorable conditions.
22. By his words in Job 14:12-15, how did Job show he 
did not believe Sheol to be a “land of no return” ?
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23 According to the words of Jesus in 
John 5:28, 29, the dead Job will hear the 
voice of the Son of God and will respond to 
the call of Jesus and come forth from the 
memorial tomb in a resurrection. About 
nine hundred years after Job’s going to 
Sheol Jehovah God mentioned Job favor­
ably, in the prophecy of Ezekiel 14:14, 20. 
The Christian disciple James also spoke of 
Job as being an example of endurance for 
Christians to imitate.—Jas. 5:11.

24 Till now we readers of Watch- 
tower have examined only part way into 
the matter of Sheol or Ha'des. But we are 
impressed with the fact that the Holy Bible 
gives an encouraging hope regarding those 
who are there. All the human dead who 
are there are really dead, not consciously 
or subconsciously alive, but out of exis­
tence, for Sheol or Ha'des Biblically means 
the common grave of dead mankind. It is 
not one grave, not one memorial tomb, but 
is the common grave of countless millions 
of human dead whose remains lie in the 
dust of the ground. It is continually enlarg­
ing itself as humans continue to die and 
be buried. It seems never to get satisfied 
with the number of its countless dead.

ONLY ONE SHEOL OR HA'DES
25 The wise king of old observed this fact 

and wrote: “There are three things that 
do not get satisfied, four that have not 
said: ‘Enough!’ Sheol and a restrained 
womb, a land that has not been satisfied 
with water, and fire that has not said: 
‘Enough!’ ” (Prov. 30:15, 16) As to how 
strong Sheol is in its demands upon con­
demned, dying mankind, the same wise 
man compares it to love in its insistence
23. Whose voice will Job hear in resurrection time, 
and what favorable mention is made of Job by Ezekiel 
and James?
24. What has our examination thus far showed about 
Sheol or Ha'des and the state of those in it?
25. How do Proverbs 30:15, 16 and Song of Solomon 8:6 
comment on the dissatisfaction of Sheol or Ha'des?
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on exclusive devotion, saying: “Love is as 
strong as death is, insistence on exclusive 
devotion is as unyielding as Sheol is. Its 
blazings are the blazings of a fire, the flame 
of Jah.” (Song of Solomon 8:6) Death de­
mands the lives of condemned mankind, 
and Sheol demands their bodies.

26 The soulful desire of the ancient king 
of Babylon for conquest over more nations 
and peoples is likened to the desire of 
Sheol for more victims of death. When 
Babylon was on the way to becoming the 
dom inant w orld pow er and w as thus  
threatening Jerusalem, Jehovah’s prophet 
Habakkuk wrote concerning the reigning 
dynasty of Babylon: “Indeed, because the 
wine is dealing treacherously, an able- 
bodied man is self-assuming; and he will 
not reach his goal, he who has made his 
soul spacious just like Sheol, and who is 
like death and cannot be satisfied. And he 
keeps gathering to himself all the nations 
and collecting together to himself all the 
peoples.” (Hab. 2:5) Symbolically speak­
ing, Sheol has a large mouth, to take in 
many at a time. That is the idea of the 
prophet Isaiah when he says: “Therefore 
[because so many die for their lack of 
knowledge of Jehovah God] Sheol has 
made its soul spacious and has opened its 
mouth wide beyond bounds; and what is 
splendid in [Jerusalem], also her crowd 
and her uproar and the exultant one, will 
certainly go down into it [Sheol].”—Isa. 
5:14, 15.

27 Quite properly, because Sheol or Ha'­
des is the common grave of the human 
dead in the dust of the ground, the Bible 
speaks of only one Sheol or Ha'des, where­
as it speaks of many graves. The ancient 
Israelites called attention to the many
26. (a) To what did Habakkuk 2:5 liken the soulful 
desire of the king of ancient Babylon? (b) How does 
Isaiah 5:14, 15 describe Sheol, and why thus?
27. (a) How do Ha'des and individual burial places 
compare as to number? (b) Though many such graves 
may disappear, what about Sheol ?
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graves when they complained to the proph­
et Moses: “Is it because there are no bur­
ial places at all in Egypt that you have tak­
en us here to die in the wilderness?” (Ex. 
14:11) About nine centuries later the 
prophet Ezekiel said to God’s people who 
were exiled in Babylon and whose hopes 
seemed to be dead: “This is what the Lord 
Jehovah has said: ‘Here I am opening your 
burial places, and I will bring you up out 
of your burial places, O my people, and 
bring you in upon the soil of Israel. And 
you will have to know that I am Jehovah 
when I open your burial places and when 
I bring you up out of your burial places, 
O my people.’ ” (Ezek. 37:12, 13) Yes, 
countless burial places or graves have been 
dug. All traces of many of them have dis­
appeared. But there remains the one Sheol 
or Ha'des, and it keeps on enlarging as 
humanity continues to die.

28 However, will greedy Sheol or Ha'des 
continue to devour human flesh forever? 
Will it continue to hold its human victims 
always? Will it continue to triumph over 
the race of Adam’s descendants forever? 
Will it forever continue to bear witness to 
the death that mankind has inherited from 
the sinful Adam, our first human father? 
The only reliable answers that we could 
get to such questions would be from man’s 
Creator, Jehovah God. He gives an answer 
in the prophecy of Hosea 13:14: “From 
the hand of Sheol I shall redeem them; 
from death I shall recover them. Where 
are your stings, O Death? Where is your 
destructiveness, O Sheol? Compassion it­
self will be concealed from my eyes.”

28 Some Bible translators put Hosea 13: 
14 in the form of four questions; for ex­
ample, An American Translation: “Shall
28. What questions arise as to the operation of Sheol or 
Ha'des, and where do we get the reliable answer?
29. (a) In what form do some Bible translators, like 
An American Translation, render Hosea 13:14? (b) How­
ever, what question do such Bible translations leave 
unanswered ?
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I rescue them from the power of Sheol? 
Shall I redeem them from death? Where 
are your plagues, O Death? What is your 
destruction, O Sheol?” After we read the 
previous verses, the logical answers to the 
first two questions would be No! God 
would not redeem or rescue the disobedi­
ent Israelites from the hand or power of 
Sheol; he would not recover them from 
death. He would show no compassion, no 
repentance on his part, but would let those 
disobedient ones die and be grabbed by the 
greedy hand of Sheol. Hence God would 
ask where the plagues of death are and 
where the destructiveness of Sheol is. Let 
Sheol and death come and plague and de­
stroy the disobedient ones. However, this 
American translation of Hosea 13:14 still 
leaves open the question, What will God 
do about them after death has plagued 
them and after Sheol has destroyed them? 
Will God let them remain forever within 
the power of death and Sheol? Or will God 
resurrect them in his due time?

30 The inspired Christian apostle Paul an­
swers in favor of a resurrection of the 
dead ones. At the climax of his marvelous 
chapter on the resurrection Paul writes: 
“Then the saying will take place that is 
written [in Isaiah 25:8]: ‘Death is swal­
lowed up forever.’ ‘Death, where is your 
victory? Death, where is your sting?’ The 
sting producing death is sin [inherited 
from Adam], but the power for sin is the 
Law [given through Moses, with its con­
demnation of all men as guilty of sin]. But 
thanks to God, for he gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ!” (1 Cor. 
15:54-57) Ah yes, Almighty God can swal­
low up death forever and nullify its vic­
tory! He showed his power to do so by 
raising up his own Son Jesus Christ from 
death and Sheol nineteen centuries ago. In
30, 31. (a) In whose favor does Paul answer the ques­
tion, in 1 Corinthians 15:54-57? (b) How will the 
victory come through Jesus Christ, and in what frame 
of mind does this put us for our further study?
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fact, this resurrection of Jesus Christ 
stands as a sure guarantee that God will 
resurrect mankind in general by means of 
Jesus Christ as the reigning King in God’s 
promised kingdom.

31 So, then, with a most hopeful frame 
of mind we will pursue this wonderful sub­
ject in the further parts of our discussion 
of the question, Who will be resurrected 
from the dead?

Graduating Missionaries Receive Fine Counsel
T HE afternoon of November 23, 1964, saw 

the graduating of the 39th class of the 
Watchtower Bible School of Gilead at the 

Society's headquarters. Truly fine counsel was 
given the students by eight speakers, begin­
ning with their four regular instructors.

First came W. Wilkinson, who stressed that 
you reap what you S-O-W, by means of the 
Spirit, the Organization and the Word. (Gal. 
6:7) Next came F. Rusk, who drew attention 
to the need for patience, waiting upon Jeho­
vah for the reward, in the meantime keeping 
happily active. (Lam. 3:26) Then followed 
U. Glass, who noted that, having received many 
assets, the students now had corresponding 
liabilities, to use in teaching others the things 
they had received. (Rom. 13:8) The final in­
structor, E. Dunlap, showed the need, not only 
to help men get free from false religion, but 
then to get them established in secure Christian 
communities.—2 Cor. 10:4, 5.

Reflecting the worldwide interest in the grad­
uation were the seventy wire, radio and air­
mail messages received, of which a number 
were then read. Next, M. Larson, factory over­
seer, showed how the factory principle of the 
production line applied to the missionary min­
istry; and then G. Couch, the Bethel home 
overseer, noted that they were in position to 
become truly productive, even as is a fruit 
tree that is given good care.

After these six speakers had each given his 
five-minute capsule of fine counsel, the vice- 
president of the Society, F. W. Franz, was 
heard. He spoke on the fine missionary exam­
ple set by the apostle Paul and other early 
Christians. Basing his remarks chiefly on the 
prophecies Paul quoted in Romans, chapter 15, 
he urged the graduating ministers: “Give them 
what you have received here! Make them glad 
you have come!”

Then, for the next hour, N. H. Knorr, presi­
dent of the school as well as of the Watch 
Tower Society, spoke. He impressed upon his 
listeners the need to get the people to accept 
them. Why? Because in doing so they would

be accepting or receiving Christ, and in re­
ceiving Christ they would be receiving God; 
thus by their ministry people would be coming 
close to God. (Matt. 10:40) He urged them to 
push forward with zeal and vigor. “People will 
receive you because of the spirit you show! 
You know you are right!”

After noting the great increase that had 
taken place since Gilead's first class graduated, 
he revealed that, beginning with 1966, there 
will be two five-month missionary classes each 
year instead of one ten-month class. In con­
clusion Knorr observed that the training the 
students received will doubtless serve them in 
teaching those resurrected after Armageddon.

The students had come from 53 lands and 
were being sent to 57 lands. A letter of ap­
preciation from the students was movingly read 
by the oldest student, who had been serving 
Jehovah for some forty-five years. Among 
other things, the letter stated: “Jehovah has 
lovingly demonstrated his goodwill toward us 
through the untiring and ceaseless efforts of 
all concerned with our training. The instruc­
tors have indeed been gifts in men. As patient, 
loving, understanding teachers, they have sure­
ly set a wonderful pattern for our own future 
activity. . . . The humbleness and loyalty of 
[all] have made a deep impression. Jehovah’s 
goodwill toward us has been truly great and we 
thank him with overflowing hearts. . . . We 
are resolved to extend the benefits to many 
more.”

After an intermission the evening program 
began. First came the weekly Watchtower 
study. After that, for about three hours the 
students presented a most interesting and ben­
eficial program consisting, among other things, 
of native folk music, expressions of apprecia­
tion and impressions of the training received, 
portrayals of foreign missionary activity and 
Bible characterizations. Following the program 
all in attendance joined in song, the president 
of the Society closing the joyful occasion with 
prayer.



W HEN Jeho­
vah se ts  a 

time for an event it 
is futile for anyone 
to try to thwart or 
postpone it, or to try 
to force events to an 
earlier conclusion .
Such a fact faced Is­
rael in captivity in 
Babylon. God had 
sa id  th r o u g h  h is  
prophet Jeremiah  
that they would be 
captives there for 
seventy years. So 
there was no use 
for them to scheme to overthrow Babylon 
and effect an earlier release. To the con­
trary, God told them to go ahead and have 
families and be satisfied to live in Babylon 
and wait for his time to deliver them. 
Even when the seventy years would be up, 
they must not rise up in revolt to destroy 
Babylon or even to fight for their own free­
dom from slavery. God himself was to be 
their Liberator, and he would use an in­
strument other than the captive Israelites. 
—Jer. 29:4-10.

It required forbearance and endurance 
along with faith. Many of the Israelites 
enslaved in Babylon had repented of the 
wrongdoing of their nation. They were sick 
of the degrading worship of the demons 
that went on constantly all around them in 
Babylon. They greatly desired to see God’s 
true worship restored in Jerusalem. But 
Babylon had the reputation of never re­
leasing its captives, and the Babylonians 
made mockery of them.—Ps. 137:3, 4; 
Isa. 14:17.

Since Jehovah God himself was going to 
be the Liberator, it was up to him to ma­
neuver matters toward the liberation. It is 
interesting to see how he let the pagan 
Gentile governments follow their own self­
ish aims and desires and yet maneuvered

them so that they 
fulfilled his purpose, 
and that exactly on 
time.

BABYLON’S WORLD 
RULE BECOMES 

ENDANGERED
God showed the 

prophet Daniel, in 
a vision, that he 
w ou ld  u se  th e  

Medo-Persian Em­
pire to conquer Bab­
ylon, and that Per­
sia  would in turn  
fall to the Macedo­

nian or Grecian Empire. (Dan. 8:2-22) 
But with Babylon so mighty as to be 
seemingly invincible, how would God work 
matters to the point where there was a 
real danger to Babylon’s position?

We must remember that Nebuchadnez­
zar, as the Chaldean army commander, had 
shared with the Medes and Scythians in 
destroying the Assyrian capital, Nineveh, 
in 633 B.C.E. Two years later the Median 
king defeated the Assyrian army at Haran 
(Harran) and took over all of northern 
Mesopotamia, while the king of Babylon 
held the lower Mesopotamian valley. The 
territory of Persia, east of the Persian 
Gulf, was subject to the Median Empire, 
but its kings held the province of Elam 
and occupied its capital at Anshan, or 
Anzan.* For protection against this rising 
power, King Nabonidus of Babylon made 
an alliance with Lydia and Egypt early in 
his reign.

King Cyrus I, ruler of Anshan, had a 
son named Cambyses (I), who married 
Mandane, the daughter of Astyages, the 
Median king. (Nebuchadnezzar also mar­
ried a daughter of Astyages.) Cambyses I 
had a son named Cyrus (II), who succeed-

* Elam was also called Susiana by the classical ge­
ographers, from its capital city Susa, or Shushan.
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ed his father as king of Anshan. Cyrus II 
revolted against Astyages and took the 
capital city of the Medes, Ecbatana, in 
550 B.C.E., without a fight, then marched 
westward to subdue the Median Empire, 
to the eastern border of the Lydian Em­
pire. He next defeated rich King Croesus 
of Lydia, thereby extending the Persian 
Empire to the Aegean Sea and the Helles­
pont or the Dardanelles, in 546 B.C.E. 
Danger was now at Babylon’s door. If 
Cyrus conquered Babylon, he would end 
Semitic domination of the Middle East and 
set up Aryan or Japhetic domination.

Jehovah’s people down in Babylon did 
not have to see how events turned out to 
realize that Babylon would be overthrown, 
for more than 190 years before this, Jeho­
vah’s prophet Isaiah, who had accurately 
foretold the downfall of Jerusalem, had 
also foretold Babylon’s crash before the 
Medes and Persians. Isaiah set Zion and 
Babylon in sharp contrast. He had just 
foretold the deliverance of Jehovah’s or­

ganization Zion (Isa. 12:6), and then men­
tions Babylon: “The pronouncement 
against Babylon that Isaiah the son of 
Amoz saw in vision.” (Isa. 13:1) Micah, a 
contemporaneous prophet, did likewise, 
saying: “Be in severe pains and burst 
forth, O daughter of Zion, . . . And you 
will have to come as far as to Babylon. 
There you will be delivered. There Jehovah 
will buy you back out of the palm of your 
enemies.” (Mic. 4:10) So in Isaiah’s pro­
nouncement against Babylon Jehovah God 
is really the Speaker. He shows that he, 
not the Jews, will bring liberation from 
Babylon, and he is the one who signals to 
Babylon’s enemies to come against her.

JEHOVAH CALLS NATIONS AGAINST BABYLON

“Upon a mountain of bare rocks [plain 
to view from a great distance] raise up a 
signal [the new world power of the Medes 
and Persians], you men. Lift up the voice 
to them [invite Jehovah’s executioners, 
the Medes and Persians and allies from
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other nations], wave the hand [beckoning 
them to the assault upon Babylon’s gates], 
that they may come into the entrances of 
the nobles [capture the entrances to the 
walled city and control it ] . I myself [Jeho­
vah, even though using worldly command­
ers] have issued the command to my 
sanctified ones [as in Israel the Jewish 
warriors were sanctified, and even pagan 
nations began a military campaign with 
religious ceremonies]. I have also called 
my mighty ones for expressing my anger, 
my eminently exultant ones [exultant at 
the grand distinction of overturning Bab­
ylon, who made so many nations drink the 
cup of her anger].”—Isa. 13:2, 3; Joel 3:9.

“Listen!” says the prophet Isaiah, as if 
hearing the movement of international af­
fairs just prior to 539 B.C.E. “A crowd in 
the mountains, something like a numerous 
people! Listen! The uproar of kingdoms, of 
nations gathered together! Jehovah of ar­
mies [whose temple in Jerusalem was de­
stroyed by Babylon] is mustering the ar­
my of war. They are coming from the land 
far away [from far outside the Babylonian 
Empire], from the extremity of the heav­
ens [from places under the extreme parts 
of the heavens], Jehovah and the weapons 
of his denunciation [Cyrus’ armies as Je­
hovah’s instrument to enforce his judg­
ment against Babylon], to wreck all the 
earth [all the land of Babylon as a world 
power].”—Isa. 13:4, 5.

Isaiah boldly continues: “Howl, you peo­
ple [Babylonians], for the day of Jehovah 
is near! [His vengeance for Jerusalem’s 
desolation is near (becoming more evident 
after Cyrus subdued Lydia) ]. As a despoil­
ing from the Almighty it will come. That 
is why all hands themselves will drop down, 
and the whole heart itself of mortal man 
will melt [Cyrus’ armies chased the Bab­
ylonians into their walled cities, King Nab- 
onidus taking refuge in Borsippa]. And 
people have become disturbed. Convulsions
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and birth pains themselves grab hold [as 
they drink the cup of defeat which they 
have made the nations swallow]; like a 
woman that is giving birth they have la­
bor pains. They look at each other in 
amazement [so quick and unbelievable is 
their subjugation]. Their [proud] faces 
are inflamed faces [red with embarrass­
ment].”—Isa. 13:6-8.

“Look! The day of Jehovah itself is com­
ing, cruel [as Babylon had been] both with 
fury and with burning anger, in order to 
make the land an object of astonishment, 
and that it may annihilate the land’s sin­
ners out of it [Babylon had sinned against 
Jehovah’s temple]. For the very stars of 
the heavens and their constellations of Ke- 
sil will not flash forth their light [it was 
to be a dark day, yes, a dark night for 
Babylon. The blackness of her situation as 
a world power would be appalling]; the 
sun will actually grow dark at its going 
forth, and the moon itself will not cause 
its light to shine [it was actually in the 
night of October 5-6, 539 B.C.E., that Bab­
ylon fell to her conquerors]. And I shall 
certainly bring home its own badness upon 
the productive land [repaying Babylon in 
kind, as she deserved], and their own er­
ror upon the wicked themselves. And I 
shall actually cause the pride of the pre­
sumptuous ones to cease [Babylon pre­
sumed against God’s sovereignty and ex­
ulted over destroying his typical kingdom. 
She thought she was strong enough to rule 
the earth forever], and the haughtiness 
of the tyrants I shall abase [her rulers and 
military officers had acted haughtily like 
tyrants toward Jehovah’s exiled people]. 
I shall make mortal man rarer than re­
fined gold, and earthling man rarer than 
the gold of Ophir [now even one haughty, 
presumptuous Babylonian tyrant would be­
come hard to find, as rare as refined gold 
at that time, even rarer than the prized 
gold of Ophir]. That is why I shall cause
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heaven itself to become agitated [the heav­
ens over Babylon, which the demonized 
imagination of the Babylonians filled with 
false gods like Merodach (Marduk), would 
not be able to help those who trusted in 
them], and the earth will rock out of its 
place at the fury of Jehovah of armies and 
at the day of his burning anger [the earth 
of the Babylonian Empire was moved out 
of its place as the Third World Power and 
became merely a province of the Persian 
Empire].”—Isa. 13:9-13.

A CRUEL DAY
FOR BABYLON

W hile the cap tive  
Jews would be merely 
spectators, waiting for 
God to deliver them as 
prom ised, Isa iah  de­
scribes how Babylon  
would be utterly without 
help: “And it must oc­
cur that, like a gazelle 
chased away and like a 
flock without anyone to 
collect them together, 
they will turn, each one 
to his own people; and 
they will flee, each one 
to his own land [all Bab­
ylon’s foreign supporters would forsake her 
and flee, with a view to setting up new re­
lationships with the conquering world pow­
er] . Every one that is found [who sticks to 
Babylon and upholds her domination] will 
be pierced through, and every one that is 
caught in the sweep will fall by the sword 
[it would be a clean sweep of Babylon’s 
hangers-on]; and their very children will 
be dashed to pieces before their eyes [thus 
the family lineage and family name would 
be wiped out]. Their houses will be pil­
laged [their wealth would go to the con­
querors] , and their own wives will be raped 
[not by their own husbands, but by sol­

diers, their wives would bear children not 
bearing the family name].”—Isa. 13:14-16; 
Ps. 137:8, 9.

God named beforehand the very ones he 
would use as leaders in overthrowing Bab­
ylon: “Here I am arousing against them 
the Medes* [this would include the Per­
sians (See Isaiah 21:2-9.)], who account 
silver itself as nothing and who, as re­
spects gold, take no delight in it [the 
Medes and Persians were not after silver 
and gold, but conquest, to overthrow Bab­
ylon as the Third World Power; so they 
could not be bought o ff]. And their bowsf 
will dash even young men to pieces [the 

Persian bows were made of 
metal and could dash their 
young men to pieces]. And the 
fruitage of the belly they will 
not pity; for sons their eye 
will not feel sorry [they would 
be bent on destroying the ene­
my, the fruit of Babylonian 
bellies].”—Isa. 13:17, 18.

Persian Archers 
Under King Darius

* In an article entitled “The Last Days 
of Babylon,” D. J. Wiseman, head of 
the Department of Western Asiatic An­
tiquities of the British Museum, de­
scribes the discovery of a stone monu­
ment, inscribed in Babylonian, which 
gives King Nabonidus’ own account of 
events during his reign over Babylonia. 
In this monument, the Harran stele, 
King Nabonidus of Babylon makes refer­
ence to the king of the Medes in the 

year 546 B.C.E., which was some years before Cyrus the 
Great had absorbed the Median Empire. Quite properly, 
then, the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah refer to Babylon’s 
conquerors as “Medes.” Though Daniel’s prophecy speaks 
of the kingdom of Darius the Mede, it does not mean 
an independent Median kingdom, with its capital at 
Ecbatana, after Babylon fell. Wiseman’s article was 
published in Christianity Today , Volume II, No. 4, 
November 25, 1957.

t  “The chief weapon of the Persians, as of all 
Iranians, was the bow, which accordingly the king 
himself holds in his portraits, for example, on the 
Behistun rock and the coins (darics). In addition to the 
bow, the Persians carried short lances and short 
daggers. But it was not by these weapons, nor by hand 
to hand fighting, that the Persian victories were won. 
They overwhelmed their enemy under a hail of arrows, 
and never allowed him to come to close quarters. When 
the infantry kneeled to shoot, the cavalry swarmed 
round the hostile squadrons, threw their lines into con­
fusion, and completed their discomfiture by a vigorous 
pursuit. In a charge the infantry also might employ 
lance and dagger; but the essential point was that 
the archers should be mobile and their use of the bow 
unhampered.”— The Encyclopaedia Britannica , Volume 
21, edition of 1911, page 207.
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What was to be the result of Jehovah’s 
arousing the bow-bearing Medes against 
the Babylonians? Jehovah’s decree de­
clares: “And Babylon, the decoration of 
kingdoms, the beauty of the pride of the 
Chaldeans, must become as when God over­
threw Sodom and Gomorrah [utter desola­
tion as by fire and sulphur (Gen. 19:23- 
25) ]. She will never be inhabited, nor will 
she reside for generation after generation. 
And there the Arab will not pitch his tent, 
and no shepherds will let their flocks lie 
down there [they will fear it like a haunted 
place]. And there the haunters of waterless 
regions will certainly lie down, and their 
houses must be filled with eagle owls. And 
there the ostriches must reside, and goat­
shaped demons themselves will go skipping 
about there. And jackals must howl in her 
dwelling towers, and the big snake [not 
the “Sirrush,” the dragon representing 
Babylon’s god Marduk, but a literal snake 
inhabiting the desolate place] will be in 
the palaces of exquisite delight. And the 
season for her is near to come, and her 
days themselves will not be postponed.” 
—Isa. 13:19-22.

Such desolation would be one of the fea­
tures of the vengeance of Jehovah God 
Upon that world-dominating center of false 
religion, enemy of God from its inception 
in the days of Nimrod. Though centuries 
would pass after Babylon fell to the Medes 
and Persians in 539 B.C.E. before this deso-
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lation would overtake her, it would come 
inescapably.

As the time for the end of the seventy- 
year captivity of the Jews drew near, Bab­
ylon’s fall drew even nearer, so the Jews 
who had faith in Jehovah God and who 
desired to see his true worship established 
did not worry or try to run ahead of God 
by causing a revolt and trying to free 
themselves from Babylon’s captivity. To­
day there is a Greater Babylon* that is 
nearing its fall and horrifying desolation, 
but those who read God’s Word and have 
seen the fulfillment of many of his pur­
poses exactly on time know that the Great­
er Babylon will likewise fall to her com­
plete desolation in the very near future, 
and that it is not their duty to use any 
force of arms or fleshly weapons to accom­
plish it, but that it will be done by Jehovah 
and his invisible heavenly forces, to his 
own honor. Babylon the Great will be deso­
lated forever, just as was ancient Babylon, 
which is now nothing more than a desolate 
ruin. Then pure worship will fill the earth, 
and the rule of Jesus Christ, the Greater 
Cyrus, will mean complete liberation for 
all who delight in his kingdom. Further 
discussions of Isaiah’s and Jeremiah’s 
prophecies on Babylon will appear in suc­
ceeding issues.—Rev. 18:21.

* For a description of Babylon the Great and the 
modern-day final and complete fulfillment of Isaiah’s 
prophecy, see “Babylon the Great Has Fallen!” God's 
Kingdom R u les! and the articles entitled “It is Nearer 
than They Think” and “The Day of Jehovah upon This 
World,” on pages 291-299 of The W atchtower, October 1, 
1949.
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LABDAN UM — GIFT FIT FDR A RU LER
•  This was one of the fine products that Jacob told his sons to take as a gift to 
one who was a ruler in Egypt second only to Pharaoh. (Gen. 43:11) Sometimes 
mistaken for myrrh, labdanum is an aromatic gum, the product of a beautiful- 
flowered, bushy little plant known as the rockrose. The shrub's large flowers re­
semble the wild rose. Labdanum is the gum that exudes from the leaves and stems 
of the little shrubs. It is soft, dark brown or black and has a delicately scented, 
fragrant odor and bitter taste. It is used in perfumes and, at one time, was also 
used extensively in medicine.—Gen. 37:25.



J i
V a t i c a n  C o u

' ELL is not a 
popular sub­

ject. That is why 
th e o lo g ia n s  and  
clergymen in gener­
al ignore it. Thus a 
leading New York 
C ity  P r o te s ta n t  
preacher noted in his book Heaven and Hell that 
the subject had not been the theme of a sermon 
in some sixty years in his, one of the city’s 
largest and most fashionable churches.

Apparently because of this reluctance on the 
part of the clergy to preach about hell as a 
place of eternal torment, Vatican Council II, 
in its third session, felt called upon to reaffirm 
the Roman Catholic belief in the reality of hell 
as a place of eternal torment. Thus a UPI dis­
patch reported: “The Ecumenical Council . . . 
voted in four nearly unanimous ballots to ap­
prove a text which calls for everyday awareness 
of the church’s future in heaven. The text, 
which will be Chapter 7 of a tract on the church, 
was amended to reaffirm the reality of hell as 
the place of eternal punishment of sins.”—Dem­
ocrat and Chronicle, Rochester, New York, Oc­
tober 20, 1964.

Just a week later the New York Times re­
ported that a prelate at the Council had said 
further on this subject: “Many millions of peo­
ple fail to understand how God the Father can 
be expected to damn an individual to hell for all 
eternity for such a thing as eating meat on 
Friday, thus putting such an individual in the 
same category as an adulterous atheist. The 
mentality responsible for such legislation seems 
to be more legalistic than genuinely religious 
and makes the Church a laughing stock.” Note, 
however, that the prelate does not take excep­
tion to the teaching of eternal torment, only as 
to what would merit such punishment.

And just what is the “reality of hell”? While 
there is some disagreement among Roman Cath­
olic theologians as to the nature of the suffering 
in hell, they are agreed that it is intense and 
that it is forever, for an eternity. As to the na­
ture of the suffering, a leading spokesman for

the Roman Catholic Church in the 
United States says: “People in hell 
are lost completely and hopelessly . . .  
They must go on living a completely 
frustrated and miserable life. It would 
seem almost impossible that any­
thing could be added to the suffering 
to which the lost are afflicted by rea­
son of the loss of God. It is by far the 
worst side of the picture of what it 
means to be a lost sou l.. .  . Our Lord 
repeatedly chose the word ‘fire’ to de­
scribe the cause of suffering in hell. 
The Catholic Church always has seen 
in His words the expression of a real 
fire which would affect lost souls and 
make them feel pain similar to that 
which we feel now when we are 
burned by fire. . . . The fire of hell 
[however] is never extinguished, does 
not give light and does not destroy." 
—What Happens After Death, Su­
preme Council, Knights of Columbus.

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE TEACH?
What about all this teaching re­

garding a literal burning hell in which 
sinners will be tormented eternally? 
Does the Bible teach such a doctrine?

No, it does not! In the beginning 
God warned Adam that, “if ever thou 
eatest of this [the tree of the knowl­
edge of good and evil] thy doom is 
death,” not eternal torment. And
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when man disobeyed, God did not change 
that law ex post facto,after the deed had 
been done, but said to Adam: “Thou shalt 
earn thy bread with the sweat of thy brow, 
until thou goest back into the ground 
from which thou wast taken; dust thou art, 
and unto dust shalt thou return.” God did 
not tell Adam he would go to a burning 
hell, but that he would return to the 
ground.—Gen. 2:17; 3:19.*

Because Adam had willfully and inexcus­
ably sinned, by which sin he brought death 
to the entire human race, Adam was re­
turned—to where? Eternal torment? Of 
course not! But to where he had been be­
fore he was created. And where was Adam 
before he was created? In a state of non­
existence, as the lifeless dust of the ground. 
So, if he was to be returned to where he 
was before, where would he be? In a burn­
ing hell, consciously suffering indescrib­
able torment? No, but in a state of non­
existence. In other words, Adam was 
destroyed when he died. This is in keeping 
with the psalmist’s words: “Vigilantly the 
Lord watches over all that love him, marks 
down the wicked for destruction.” When 
Adam deliberately sinned he was ‘marked 
down for destruction’ by God, and at the 
end of 930 years of life he died.—Ps. 144: 
20 (145:20, AV).

Let us reason on the subject. The Bible 
tells us that life is a gift from God. And it 
contrasts, not life in heaven with life in 
hell, but life and the absence of life, death: 
“I call heaven and earth to witness this 
day that I have set such a choice before 
thee, life or death.” (Deut. 30:19) Upon 
being created and given the breath of life, 
Adam received the gift of life. But by rea­
son of his failing to appreciate it, as shown 
by his actions, God took it away from him.

It is perfectly just and reasonable for a 
giver to attach certain conditions to a gift, 
and the condition God attached to the gift

♦ All quotations are from the Roman Catholic transla­
tion by Msgr. R. A. Knox.
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of life was obedience. It was not an un­
reasonable or unjust condition. Because 
Adam failed to keep that condition, God 
took back his gift of life, this resulting in 
the death of Adam and Eve. As for their 
offspring, since parents could not transmit 
to their children what they did not have 
themselves, these were born with an in­
heritance of sin leading to death. All this 
is in keeping with the rule: “Sin offers 
death, for wages”—not eternal torment; 
“God offers us eternal life as a free gift, 
through Christ Jesus our Lord.”—Rom. 
6:23.

This principle is seen in God’s laws to 
Israel. The severest penalty for any crime 
was death by stoning, which was compara­
tively merciful, as one stone on the head 
was sufficient to render the doomed one un­
conscious. After death the body might be 
hung on a tree as a warning, or, in the case 
of a notorious crime, it was burned. But 
there was no lasting torment inflicted even 
upon willful sinners. For lesser crimes 
there were fines and at times strokes, by 
a lash or leather strap, not to exceed forty. 
The very fact that God limited these 
strokes showed he was not a God who 
would inflict eternal torment upon anyone. 
—Deut. 25:3.

It might well be asked, What kind of 
sin could merit eternal torment? Even hu­
man institutions forbid cruel and unusual 
punishments. Is man more loving and just 
than God? God’s very principle of an eye 
for an eye and a life for a life would rule 
out eternal torment. What sin could merit 
an eternity of torture? Besides, what good 
would or could it do? To destroy the wick­
ed is to get rid of bad rubbish, it might be 
said, but what profit is there in their being 
preserved and tormented forever?—Deut. 
32:4; 1 John 4:8.

More than that, the Bible tells us that 
“God, at the beginning of time, created 
heaven and earth.” If hell is another place,

S&eWATCHTOWER.
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how is it that we do not read of its having 
been created? And if it was created, when? 
Before Adam sinned?—Gen. 1:1.

But someone may ask, Do not the Scrip­
tures refer to punishment by fire? Yes, Je­
sus does in his parables or illustrations and 
so does the book of Revelation. But let us 
note that in all such instances highly figu­
rative language is used. For example, in 
the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, 
Lazarus is pictured as being taken to Abra­
ham’s bosom. Literally? Of course not! 
Then neither is the fiery torment of the 
rich man literal. The same is true of Jesus’ 
remark: “If thy eye is an occasion of fall­
ing, pluck it out; better for thee to enter 
blind into the kingdom of God, than to 
have two eyes when thou art cast into 
the fire of hell; the worm which eats 
them there never dies, the fire is never 
quenched.” Even as Jesus did not mean for 
us literally to pluck out our eyes, so he re­
ferred to the “fire of hell” in a symbolic 
way.—Mark 9:46, 47; Luke 16:19-31.

But why did Jesus use such an illustra­
tion? In Mark 9:46, 47 he had reference 
to the valley called Gehenna, the Greek 
word here rendered “hell.” In it the refuse 
of the city was thrown, and some say that 
the bodies or mortal remains of criminals 
not deemed deserving of a decent burial 
nor entitled to a resurrection were also 
thrown into that place. So to be cast into 
fiery Gehenna symbolized to be eternally 
destroyed, without hope of a resurrection. 
A parallel expression to that of Jesus is 
found at Isaiah 66:24, which shows that it 
is the “mortal remains” that will be “a
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prey now, to worm undying, to fire un­
quenchable.”

PREMISED ON A FALSE TEACHING
The fact is that the false teaching of 

eternal torment is premised on another 
false teaching, namely, that man has an 
immortal soul. The Bible says: “From the 
clay of the ground, the Lord God formed 
man, breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life, and made of man a living person,” or 
soul. (Gen. 2:7) So man is a soul, and that 
a soul can die is clear from Ezechiel 18:4, 
which tells us that “it is the guilty soul 
that must die.” So, since man is a soul, 
and since, when man dies, the soul dies, 
there can be no eternal torment for man 
after death, for it is impossible to torment 
a dead person.* As we read at Ecclesiastes 
9:5: “When death comes, of nothing will 
they be aware any longer; no reward can 
they receive.” If aware of nothing, they 
cannot be “completely frustrated and mis­
erable.” Further, the Scriptures tell us of 
a number of persons who have died and 
who came back from the grave, but none 
of them told about their experiences, which 
they certainly would have done had they 
been conscious after death!

So we can see that, while the Vatican 
Council may reaffirm its belief in the reali­
ty of hell as a place of eternal torment, the 
doctrine is not taught in the Scriptures. 
What is more, the teaching is neither rea­
sonable nor just nor loving, all of which 
the Bible assures us that God is!

* For an extensive discussion of this point see the 
article “Death and H a'des to Give Up the Dead,” in 
two parts, in this issue of The W atchtower.

Smoking Synod.
♦  Reported the New Zealand Herald of April 14, 1964: “The president 
of the 36th general synod of the Anglican Church, the Primate and 
Archbishop of New Zealand, . . . interrupted the morning session yes­
terday to allow the assembly to smoke. T understand/ he said, ‘that 
some of our weaker brethren cannot go through a full morning’s 
session without a smoke/ The archbishop then lit a cigarette. He was 
accompanied by a large number of those present/’



OFTEN it hap- 
p e n s  t h a t  

Christians are invit­
ed to attend and even participate in wed­
dings of worldly relatives and acquaintanc­
es that are conducted in buildings dedi­
cated to false religious worship. In this 
event, what decision will you make? Will 
you attend, or not? Is it wrong to partici­
pate in such a wedding ceremony? How 
would you determine the matter?

Christians realize that the Bible draws 
a sharp distinction between true worship 
and false. They know that God does not 
approve of religious organizations that do 
not adhere strictly to the teachings of his 
Word. Therefore, they do not share in any 
way in the services of such organizations. 
Rather, they heed the Scriptural counsel: 
“Do not become unevenly yoked with un­
believers. For what sharing do righteous­
ness and lawlessness have? . . .  Or what 
portion does a faithful person have with 
an unbeliever? . . .  ‘Therefore get out from 
among them, and separate yourselves,’ says 
Jehovah, ‘and quit touching the unclean 
thing.’ ”—2 Cor. 6:14-17.

However, in regard to a wedding, in 
most countries it is basically a civil cere­
mony, although often conducted by a cler­
gyman. The clergyman-who legalizes the 
marriage receives his auLhurlty Tu marry 
people from" the Statfe. In-view of thisr a.

Christian -may mtsuii that 
there is-nedireet Scriptural 
command prohibiting him 
from .attending and partici-
pating, regardless nf wheth­
e r  th e  w e e d in g  ig in  th e  
h n ild in g  n f n fa ls e  r e lig io n s
organisation or not. This is 

correct; however, there are oth­
er factors that a Christian will 
want to consider.

RELIGIOUS CONNECTIONS
When a wedding ceremony is 

conducted in a religious build­
ing under the oversight of a 
clergyman, it is usually very 

closely linked with that religion’s worship. 
For instance, there may be singing and 
prayers offered, and in some instances 
those in attendance may be expected to 
kneel or perform some other religious acts. 
Irr view of what the Bible-says, a Christian 
could—not—conscientiously—join—in—the 
prayoro offered te  a- triune god or in any 
way have a part in the religious exercises 
of-an organization-that misrepresents- the 
true God Jehovah and his-teaefamgs. What 
would this situation mean?

It would mean that a Christiant particu=_ 
larly-ono participating as a member-of-the 
bridal party, would find himself very close­
ly associated with what the Bible shows-te 
be false worship. H a  w ou ld  h e Hilt n f plane  
at such a weddingy-perhaps.. conspicuously 

-so. Everyone else may be performing re­
ligious exercises in which it would be an 
act of apostasy for him to share. (John 
4:24) Tho clergyman,-the-bride and-greom 
and others in attendance may be embar- 
rassed and even angered by-what-seema to 
them tho-Ghristian’-s-extrcme--disrespect. 
Under-the emotional pressure nf- the- mo­
ment-can- one-be sure that~he would not 
compromise ? Would he weaken under such 
pressure and do something that would mer-
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it God’s disapproval? Would he be able to rassment? Tt would hp prnppr explain
determine what actions and movements 
actually involve false worship so as to 
avoid them?

Chriotian will, therefore, want toeen- 
sider carefully the adviaability of partici­
pating in sneh a function U p <wtain)y rings 
not want tn rin anything-tint will nnriaOT.
gf«r his relationship with Johovah God.-*So 
he will have to decide: Is sharing in a wed­
ding under the supervision of a false re­
ligious organization in keeping with God’s 
command to “flee from idolatry”? Does it 
harmonize with the injunction: ‘<lGet out 
from among them, and separate your­
selves,’ says Jehovah, ‘and quit touching 
the unclean thing’ ”j ) A  mature Christian 
does not want to see how close he can come 
to participating in false worship; rather, 
he wants to keep as far away as possible 
from any influence or associations that 
may endanger his relationship with God. 
—1 Cor. 10:14; 2 Cor. 6:17.

TO PLEASE OTHERS
But a dedicated Christian may reason 

that accepting an invitation to the wedding 
of a close worldly acquaintance will help to 
maintain friendly relations with that per­
son. On the other hand, refusal to attend 
and participate in the wedding may create 
hard feelings and make it impossible any 
longer to talk to that one about the truth 
of God’s Word.

Of course, it is the purpose of Christians 
to help worldly acquaintances to become 
free from unbiblical teachings, but will 
participating in their weddings really serve 
to that end? Even if you feel that there 
is no danger that you will compromise, will 
your steadfastness at the wedding in re­
fusing to have any part in the religious ex­
ercises contribute to the pleasantness of 
the occasion for them and their worldly 
guests? May not your -coridiirtT.r.ather, mar 
tho occasion fog them-and- oause- embar-

theae possibilities to your worldly relative >■ 
or acquaintance in.-adva.nea.

LAlrfllv an hnnpgt straipht forward py-
planation of you**- feelings and boliofc will
n n t n ffonri, h u t, w ill  rp sp p ct.
and a much firmer basis for continued Bi­
ble discussions. For example, should a close 
worldly relative or acquaintance ask you 
to participate as “maid of horior” or “best 
man” at his religious wedding, you-may 
toll , -him. hmi; hnnnrgri yQU feel that he 
should want you to be so closely connected 
with this important^noment of his life -But 
then-you might explain in words to this 
effect!

/jSinee tha_Bih1e draws such a sharp riis- 
tinetion-between true- religion and false, 
I-have reservations -about- attending wed- 
dings-ofliciatcd at by clorgymon who;~~ns 
I believe, are not teaching the truths of 
God’s Word; Such clergymen pray-to -a  
triune -god, and since I can pray only to 
Jehovah God, I could not participate in the 
prayers or in any of the religious symbol­
isms or exercises at your wedding. I do 
wish you happiness, but I am afraid that 
my presence might only be a source of 
embarrassment to you. your minister and 
others in attendance.^/

Such an explanation w ill-show your ac.i 
quaintance that" not only is your religion 
the most important matter in your-Me, 
but you-are concerned-about hio feelings 
as well. He will probably agree that in the 
interest of all concerned it would be best 
that you were not so closely connected 
with his wedding. At the same time a fine 
opening is left for further explanation as 
to the importance of practicing a form of 
worship that is in harmony with God’s 
Word. One’s  Bible-trained- conscience-may 
aHow-ono-tobe an uUbeiver~al such a wed­
ding, but one would have to bear the--re­
sponsibility for one’s actions^ Gal. 6:5.
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POSITION OF PARENTS

Dedicated Christian parents want to see 
their children worship Jehovah, but some­
times youths decide they want to marry 
worldly acquaintances. Then what? While 
children me undei the jurisdicLiorrofpar- 
ent&j the paronts-could-not-eonsent to their 
marrying a person who is not dcdicated-to 

-God. If the boy-or~girlTnsi5tgi5n'TiiaTiyiirg 
aa unbeliever, he would ■ have to  do-rtrwhen 
ho roachoo thc-legai xig^gnTns^wnpwith-
out-4he sanc-tien-ep-approval-of-ttlgnP^r-
-ents. Parents dedicated to Jehovah must 
make it crystal clear that they disapprove 
of allowing their chil­
dren to marry those 
not dedicated to God.
The Scriptural prin­
ciples here are clear:
“Do not become un­
even ly  yoked w ith  
unbelievers.” Marry 
“only in the Lord.”—2 Cor. 6:14; 1 Cor. 
7:39.

At the ‘temp time, neither will parents 
alluw llielr riimuFcBlldi'cn lu nmlio tho fi. 
nal decision as to participating--in.or-.at- 
tending thê wedding-of-awerldly acquaint­
ance. Rather, parents will assume their 
God-given responsibility and make the de­
cision for their children, determining what 
will be in the best interest of their spiri­
tual welfare.—Eph. 6:1-4; Isa. 38:19.

But should children reach legal age and 
desire their parents to share in their wed­
ding conducted under the auspices and in 
the edifice of a false religious organization, 
what then? Should parents agree to par­
ticipate? Well, do the parents approve of 
such a wedding to a worldly acquaintance 
in a place of false worship? Do the parents 
approve of that form of worship? If not, 
does it seem consistent that the parents 
should actively participate in the wedding, 
perhaps with the father giving the daugh­
ter away? Parents want to be loving and

tender with their children, but, at the same 
time, they do not want to be inconsistent 
—teaching their children one thing, and 
then later in life participating in that 
which they counseled against. This is not 
the way to elevate true worship in the 
minds of one's children. As to whether the 
parents will attend such a wedding as 
quiet observers, this too they must per­
sonally decide.

WORLDLY RECEPTIONS

Another thing that sometimes has to be 
decided is whether to accept an invitation 

to the wedding recep­
tion  of a w orld ly  
acquaintance. Tfois-af- 
fair may bo quite di— 
vorood from religious 
ritual, but arc-t he 
aoDOciatiom upbuild- 

—ing? W ill-the-re-be 
heavy-xirinking, smoking, sexy dancing 
and-othecJaehayior. unbecoming-a -Chris.. 
tian? If- so, is there good rcanon for a 
Christian-to-be-there?—1 Cor. 15:33.

At worldly receptions special honor and 
attention are often given the bride. They 
toast her, they line up to kiss her, and in 
some places they even pay to dance with 
her. Stop and think. Consider, for example,
1 Corinthians 11:3, 8, 9 and Romans 1: 
24, 25. Is it in harmony with God’s prin- 
ciples4hus to highly honop~a creature, ex- 
alting-a woman? What will you do? Join 
with the crowd, or refrain? Sueh a worldly 
atmosphere is- certainly-not a good-one, 
thoogh theGtoistian wife of an nnheliever

avoid such-surroundings, -
If ullier members--of-the-Christian-con­

gregation learn that- you-ha v e ~at lended-a 
weridly roligieus wedding- and-reception, 
what effec t -wiH-lt-havo -upon them?—fc 
there—a—possibility that-some—might-be 
stumbled- by- what may- appear-to-them-ae

COMING IN THE NEXT ISSUE
•  The Dead Who Are in Line for

Resurrection.

•  W ork Is a Blessing.

•  W hy Expect God to Listen to Prayer?
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a^nopipromise of faith? Will their respect 
for you as a servant of God be under­
mined? This should be considered, for it 
may well affect your position in the con­
gregation. But the decision is one that you 
must make.

As long as this old system of things ex­
ists, Christians, who are endeavoring to
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live in harmony with God's Word, will have 
to make decisions relative to their asso­
ciation with it. It is not always easy to 
decide what to do, but a prayerful consid­
eration of Jehovah’s direction through his 
Word and organization will help us to 
make straight paths for our feet.—Ps. 25: 
4, 5; Prov. 3:5, 6.

fKeWATCHTOWER,

U /hete Sh the U/ltne53ing?
The publication Lutheran Witness of March 17, 1964, page 15, says: “Research 

indicates . . . that it takes 27 years for the average member of our church body 
to help bring another person to Christ and membership in his Church. . . . During 
1962, according to official statistics, 1741 of the 5500 parishes affiliated with the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod did not gain a single adult by confirmation or 
confession of faith.”

Other churches in Christendom, if they did the necessary research, undoubtedly 
would come up with a similar or even higher figure than the twenty-seven years 
required for a member to bring a new person to his church. True Christians, 
Jesus Christ plainly indicated, would be known by their regular, busy Kingdom 
witnessing to people of all the nations.—Matt. 24:14.

•  Please explain the application of Isaiah 14: 
12-14. Does it have any application to Satan the 
Devil?

Isaiah 14:12-14 reads: “O how you have fallen 
from heaven, you shining one, son of the dawn! 
How you have been cut down to the earth, you 
who were disabling the nations! As for you, 
you have said in your heart, 'To the heavens 
I shall go up. Above the stars of God I shall 
lift up my throne, and I shall sit down upon 
the mountain of meeting, in the remotest parts 
of the north. I shall go up above the high 
places of the clouds; I shall make myself 
resemble the Most High.* ”

The first application of Isaiah 14:12-14 is not 
to Satan the Devil, but is to the ruling dynasty 
of Babylonian kings beginning with Nebuchad­
nezzar and ending with Nabonidus and Bel­

shazzar. This dynasty, referred to in verse 4 as 
the “king of Babylon,” exalted itself highly and 
shone brightly in the ancient world. Especially 
so did it desire to be superior to the line of 
kings that sat on the throne at Jerusalem. In 
Bible prophecy the kings of the royal line of 
David were likened to stars; and as these sat 
on the throne at Jerusalem called “Jehovah’s 
throne,” they had a brilliance, a royal glory. 
So, by desiring to make the Israelite kings 
mere vassals and by finally dethroning them 
and thus setting himself up above these royal 
“stars of God,” Babylon’s king was saying in 
his heart that his ambition was to go up to the 
heavens of Jehovah, lift his pagan throne up 
above the symbolic “stars of God” and seat 
himself on the northerly mountain where Is­
raelites met with their God. In this way Bab­
ylon’s king would appear to put himself up 
above the God of Israel, whom he thus defied, 
challenged. When Nebuchadnezzar dethroned 
the “stars of God” at Jerusalem and over­
turned “Jehovah’s throne,” he may have ap­
peared to himself and to the pagan world to 
have lifted himself heaven-high. (Compare 
Matthew 11:23.) So it was the “king of Bab-
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ylon” who, by what he did to Zion or Jerusalem, 
had become the “shining one, son of the dawn.” 
But as ancient Babylon's fall in 539 B.C.E. this 
ruling dynasty of Babylonian kings was de­
throned, cut down. So rightly could Isaiah say 
of them: “How you have been cut down to the 
earth!"

However, the second application of Isaiah 
14:12-14 is to Satan the Devil as the king of 
modem Babylon the Great, that world empire 
of false religion. Satan the Devil planned to 
exalt his throne above even the throne being 
given to God’s Son, Jesus Christ, in 1914. But 
in the conflict fought in the heavens from 
1914 to 1918 the enthroned King Jesus Christ

B rooklyn, N .Y .

cast Satan out of the heavens down to the 
vicinity of the earth, debasing him. So of him 
Isaiah could prophetically state: “How you 
have been cut down to the earth!" Babylon the 
Great also had suffered a fall. This was proved 
by the fact that in 1919 the captive remnant of 
spiritual Israel was set free, no longer in 
bondage to religious Babylon the Great and 
her king, Satan the Devil.

So while the first application of Isaiah 14: 
12-14 was to the literal, visible king of ancient 
Babylon, the modern-day application is to the 
invisible king of modern Babylon the Great, 
Satan the Devil, as symbolized by the ancient 
king of Babylon.
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|| ANNOUNCEMENTS ||
FIELD MINISTRY

Spiritually fortified as a result of Bible study, 
Jehovah’s witnesses will be active during Jan­
uary in helping others to acquire spiritual 
strength. This they will do by discussing with 
them Bible truths and by offering them a year’s 
subscription for this magazine, The Watch- 
tower, along with three Scriptural booklets, on 
a contribution of $1.

1965 ASSEMBLIES
You will be glad to know that arrangements 

are being made by the Watch Tower Bible and 
Tract Society to hold assemblies this year on 
the dates shown below and at the locations 
listed. The programs will vary from four to 
six days in length. Be sure to include at least 
one of these assemblies in your vacation plans.

Canada
Ju ly  1-4: Victoria, B.C. Ju ly  8-11: Vernon, B.C. Ju ly  
15-18: Regina, Sask.; Sudbury, Ont. Ju ly  22-25: Peter­
borough, Ont. Ju ly  29—August 1: Brandon, Man. 
August 5-8: Kitchener, Ont. August 12-15: Quebec, 
Que. (French). August 19-22: Calgary, Alta.; Saint 
John, N.B. August 26-29: London, Ont.; Sydney, N.S.

Europe
June 9-13: Dublin, Eire; Edinburgh, Scotland. June  
17-20: Oslo, Norway. June 23-27: Helsinki, Finland. 
June 30—Ju ly  4: Rotterdam, Netherlands. Ju ly  7-11: 
Charleroi, Belgium; Luxembourg, Luxembourg. Ju ly  
14-18: Basel, Switzerland; Vienna, Austria. Ju ly  21-25: 
Berlin, Germany.

United States
Ju ly 15-18: Albuquerque, N. M. (tentative). July
29— August 1: Memphis, Tenn. August 12-15: Buffalo, 
N.Y.; Minneapolis, Minn, (tentative); Nashville, Tenn.; 
St. Petersburg, Fla. (tentative). August 24-29: New  
York, N.Y. In addition to these listed for the United 
States, efforts are being made to arrange for other 
assemblies on the W est Coast, in the Southwest and in 
the Southeast. Further information will be published 
as soon as available.

WILL YOU MAKE THIS VITAL DECISION?
Every day we make decisions. Some may 

mean little in their final outcome, but occa­
sionally we are called upon to decide some­
thing that may change the course of our entire 
lives. A decision you can make now that may 
bring you eternal benefits is to read every 
issue of this magazine you now hold. The 
Watchtower is printed to aid you and all other 
honest-hearted persons to find and to keep 
God’s goodwill and the everlasting peace that 
goes with it. Send today; enjoy its rich bene­
fits for life. One year, $1. Send now and receive 
free the booklets When God Speaks Peace to 
All Nations, Healing of the Nations Has Drawn 
Near and When All Nations Unite Under God’s 
Kingdom.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS 
February 21: Death and Hades to Give Up

the Dead. Page 37.
February 28: Part Two. Page 44.


