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Book? The Sacred Bible o f the H oly Scriptures, written by inspiration in 
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to encourage and promote study of the H oly Bible and to give our many 
readers the needed unsectarian help to understand that Book o f true 
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to prove worthy o f perfect life and happiness in God’s promised new order 
under His everlasting kingdom of righteousness.

¥

PUBLISHED BY THE
WATCH TOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA
117 Adams Street Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201, U.S.A.
N. H. K n o r r , President G r a n t  S u ite r . Secretary“They will all be taught by Jehovah.”—John 6: 45; Isaiah 54:13

be unerring and unfailing till now. 
: safe guidance. It may be read with 
checked against that prophetic Book.

C O N T E N T S
Do You Provoke Others? 387

W hy They Question the Existence of God 389 
Let’s Clean House, Religiously Speaking 392 
Gathered in Unity for Ministerial Work 396 
“Fully Accomplish Your Ministry” 403

A Pattern of Action for Pleasing God 410

Gaining Strength by Mutual Encouragement 414 
Questions from Readers 415

The Bible translation used In “ The Watchtower” Is the New World 
Translation of the Holy Scriptures, 1961 edition. When other translations 
are ised the following symbols will appear behind the citations:

AS  — American Standard Version Le — Isaac Leeser's version
AT  — An American Translation Mo — James Moffatt’s version
A V  -  Authorized Version (1611) Ro -  J. B. Rotherham's version 
D y -  Catholic Douay version RS -  Revised Standard Version
JP -  Jewish Publication Soc. Yg -  Robert Young’s version

Prin ting  th is issue: 4,300,000 F ive  cents a copy
"The Watchtower” Is  Piblished In the Following 66 Langoagos 

S e m im o n t h ly  M o n t h ly
Afrikaans Finnish Portuguese Armenian Ibanag Russian
Arabic French Sesotho Bengali Ibo Samareno
Cebu-Visayan German Slovenian Bicolano Icelandic Samoan
Chinese Greek Spanish Burmese Kanarese Serbian
Chishona Ilocano Swedish Croatian Malayalam Siamese
Cibemba Italian Tagalog Eflk Marathi Silozi
Cinyanja Japanese Twi Ewe Melanesian* Singhalese
Danish Korean Xh08S Fijian Pidgin Tamil
Dutch Norwegian Zulu Ga Motu Tswana
English Gun Pampango Turkish

Hebrew Pangasinan Ukrainian
Hiligaynon-• Papiamento Urdu

Visayan Polish Yoruba
Hungarian

Yearly subscription rates 
Wateh Tower Society offices for semimonthly editions

America, U.S., 117 Adams St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201 $1
Australia, 11 Beresford Rd., Strathfleld, N.S.W. 8 /-
Canada, 150 Bridgeland Ave., Toronto 19, Ontario $1
England, Watch Tower House, The Ridgeway, London N.W. 7 7 /-
Jamaica, W .I., 41 Trafalgar Rd., Kingston 10 7 /-
New Zealand, 621 New North Rd., Auckland S.W. 1 7 /-
Soith Africa, Private Bag 2, P.0. Elandsfontein, Transvaal 70c
Trinidad, W.I., 21 Taylor St., Woodbrook, Port of Spain $1.75

Monthly editions cost half the above rates.
Remittances for subscriptions should be sent to the office in your country. 
Otherwise send your remittance to Brooklyn. Notice of expiration is sent 
at least two Issues before subscription expires.
CHANGES OF ADDRESS shoeld reach i s  thirty days before yoir moving 
date. Give is  yoir old and new address ( if  possible, yoir old address la. 
bel.) Write Watchtower. 117 Adams St., Brooklyn, New Yorfc 11201, U.S.A.

Second-class postage paid at Brooklyn, N.Y. Printed in tl.S.A.



O DOUBT you have ob­
served persons who, 

under provocation, did 
and said things they 
should not have. Per­
haps they were even 
sorry and apologized 
afterward. Probably you have 
experienced such anger your­
self and have seen the harm 
that can come by acting rashly when emo­
tionally disturbed.

In the Bible there is an outstanding ex­
ample of behaving rashly in a provoked 
state. It is that of Moses, who became pro­
voked to anger with the Israelites on the 
way to the Land of Promise. These people 
were agitated and they demanded water 
from Moses. God told Moses to speak to 
a rock and water would issue forth. But 
Moses angrily said to the people: “Hear, 
now, you rebels! Is it from this crag that 
we shall bring out water for you?” (Num. 
20:10) Here Moses made a grave error. 
In his provoked state he said shall 
bring out water,” thereby taking glory 
away from God. As God told him: “You 
did not show faith in me to sanctify me 
before the eyes of the sons of Israel.” 
—Num. 20:12.

Why did Moses sin with his mouth? Why 
did he behave rashly? Some are quick to 
put all the blame on Moses and say he just 
lost his temper. But was Moses an ill- 
tempered man, always looking for an ar­
gument? Just the opposite is true. The in­

spired Bible record informs us: 
“Moses was by far the meekest 

of all the men who were 
upon the surface of the 
ground.” (Num. 12:3) 
No, Moses was not a 
rash man, but he acted 

rashly on that occasion because 
of the unrighteous actions of 
others. Moses was provoked, 

yes, pushed into anger by the bad actions 
of a rebellious people.

That Moses was pushed to provocation 
is seen by the account at Psalm 106:32, 
33, which states: “Further, they [the Is­
raelites] caused provocation at the waters 
of Meribah, so that it went badly with Mo­
ses by reason of them. For they embittered
his spirit and he began to speak rashly 
with his lips.” Yes, they were the root 
cause for his becoming angry.

On occasion the Israelites even provoked 
God to anger! “Now the people became as 
men having something evil to complain 
about in the ears of Jehovah. When Jeho­
vah got to hear it, then his anger grew 
hot.” (Num. 11:1) Also, at Deuteronomy 
32:21 we read: “They, for their part, have 
incited me to jealousy with what is no god; 
they have vexed me with their vain idols.” 
Yes, God himself was provoked. Why? Be­
cause of the bad ways of the Israelites. His 
anger was perfectly controlled, of course 
—something that was not true in Moses’ 
case.

| Do you |
PROVOKEI Others? I
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All of this shows that one who provokes 

another is in the wrong. A person might 
get provoked and in this condition speak 
or act rashly, since he does not have the 
perfect control that Jehovah has. True, 
the person behaves wrongly. But why has 
he done so? Because someone provoked 
him! Things were said or done that stirred 
up his emotions. Now, then, is the one who 
causes the outburst innocent? Not at all! 
If he had not provoked the other, then that 
person might never have become angered 
to the point of behaving rashly. It is as in 
the case of Moses. He, being “by far the 
meekest of all the men who were upon the 
surface of the ground,” surely would not 
have lost his temper if the Israelites had 
not grossly provoked him.

So while you may recognize that one 
who becomes unduly provoked is falling 
short of exercising Christian love, you 
must also recognize the grave error of the 
one who causes another to become an­
gered. It is true that in everyday life 
Christian love “does not become provoked.” 
(1 Cor. 13:5) But it is just as true that 
Christian love does not provoke others. 
Actually, provoking another needlessly is 
a manifestation of hatred: “Hatred is what 
stirs up contentions.” (Prov. 10:12) Of 
course, there are times when those in po­
sitions of responsibility must give counsel 
or correction to others, which, even though 
done lovingly, may provoke. But this is not 
the unnecessary provoking in everyday life 
that is being here considered.

By speaking unkindly to others, by be­
ing critical instead of forgiving, by not 
considering the human imperfection of 
others, by continually rubbing people the 
wrong way, a person becomes provocative. 
Then he can hardly expect good to come 
to him, for he goes against the very nature
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of man, who does not like to have others 
provoke him unnecessarily. Hence, what is 
it like when one speaks thoughtlessly? The 
Bible answers: “There exists the one 
speaking thoughtlessly as with the stabs 
of a sword.” (Prov. 12:18) What can this 
result in? “A word causing pain makes an­
ger to come up.” (Prov. 15:1) So if you 
provoke others, do not be surprised to see 
their anger aroused.

Hence, it really is unchristian for one 
needlessly to provoke others by what one 
says or does. This violates the great prin­
ciple, the great commandment Jesus point­
ed to when he said: “You must love your 
neighbor as yourself.” (Matt. 22:39) It 
could cause one’s fellowman to be led into 
error, as was the case with Moses at Meri- 
bah. And how does God feel about those 
who cause others to err? His Word tells 
us: “He that is causing the upright ones 
to go astray into the bad way will himself 
fall into his own pit.”—Prov. 28:10.

Instead of provoking others, the wise 
person heals with his words and deeds. 
“The tongue of the wise ones is a healing.” 
(Prov. 12:18) The wise person realizes 
that provocative words and actions arouse 
others to anger, so he avoids saying or 
doing things that provoke. He works hard 
to control himself so as to bring benefit to 
his fellowman instead of bringing him pain. 
Before taking a course of action that 
might provoke others, the wise one asks 
himself: How would I like it if someone 
said or did that to me?

Be like the wise person. Work hard to 
avoid provoking others. Apply the princi­
ple Jesus laid down in regard to human 
relationships, when he said: “All things, 
therefore, that you want men to do to you, 
you also must likewise do to them.”—Matt. 
7:12.

SfieWATCHTOWER.

Pleasant sayings are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and a healing 
to the bones.— Prov. 16:24.



IN THE February 24, 1962, issue of Ave 
Maria the Catholic Cardinal Richard 

Cushing observed: “For the first time in 
the history of mankind, atheism is on the 
march; and the Church is helpless to pre­
vent the advance of anti-Christ.” It is 
spreading rapidly throughout the world. 
The idea that there is no God not only has 
engulfed a large proportion of the more 
than one billion people ruled by commu­
nism, but it has made amazing inroads 
upon the thinking of persons in non­
communist lands.

But why do so many persons today 
question the existence of God? Why is 
atheism now on the march, and the church 
unable to stop it? What is responsible for 
this unprecedented disbelief?

BELIEF IN GOD’S EXISTENCE
Philosopher Celestine N. Bittle wrote in 

his book God and His Creatures: “No peo­
ple has ever been discovered which, in the 
strict sense of the term, is ‘atheistic.’ In­
dividuals may be atheists; but a people, 
never. This universal belief is a tremendous 
fact.” It is strong evidence that man was 
originally created with the inherent incli­
nation to acknowledge God’s existence.

In order to satisfy man’s quest to know 
about Him, God provided man with an in­
spired record about Himself. In this ac­
count God also explains man’s origin, why 
sickness and death exist and what hope 
there is for the future. The collection of 
these inspired writings is now generally 
known as the Holy Bible or Scriptures. 
—2 Tim. 3:16.

The Scriptures are in harmony with 
man’s inherent inclination to acknowledge 
God’s existence and go to support it. They 
attribute the beautiful starry heavens, the

EXISTENCE 
OF GOD
M o r e  p e o p le  a r e  d o in g  s o  to d a y .  
D o  th e ir  r e a s o n s  j u s t i f y  t h e  c o n ­
c lu s io n  th a t  G o d  d o e s  n o t  e x i s t ?

marvelous earth and intelligent man to the 
handiwork of God. They state: “ God cre­
ated the heavens and the earth,” also, “God 
proceeded to create the man.” Yes, the evi­
dence of the Scriptures, the natural dictate 
of human reason and the law and order 
that govern the universe all testify to the 
fact that God does exist.— Gen. 1:1, 27.

WHAT ABOUT HUMAN SUFFERING?
However, it is because of the unparal­

leled human suffering in the earth that 
many persons question the existence of 
God. This was pointed out by a retired 
Anglican medical missionary, Marian Sher­
man, who said last fall: “ I became an athe­
ist very largely because of the terrible suf­
fering of Indian women who had never 
done anything to deserve it. How could an 
all-loving God allow this to happen? And 
we’ve had two ghastly world wars. It just 
doesn’t make sense.”

Not a few persons reason this way. A 
loving God, they feel, would not allow hu­
man suffering; and since suffering exists, 
they conclude, there must not be a God 
who is loving. Is this conclusion justified?

No, it is not. The existence of wicked­
ness and the suffering it has brought to 
mankind does not arbitrarily rule that a
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God of love does not exist. Such a view 
overlooks entirely man’s responsibility. It 
is like a patient who ignores a doctor’s in­
structions, and then denies the existence of 
the doctor because he is suffering. Or it is 
like a machinist who refuses to follow the 
manufacturer’s advice, and then, when his 
tools do not function properly, denies that 
the manufacturer exists. In such cases it 
would be foolish to question the existence 
of a compassionate doctor or a skilled 
manufacturer. The individual himself is to 
blame for the suffering and trouble.

It is similar with mankind today. The in­
spired Scriptures show that Jehovah God 
created the first human pair perfect, with 
the prospect of enjoying life in an earthly 
paradise as long as they lived. This pro­
vision was an evidence of God’s love. But 
when mankind refused to follow God’s in­
structions, they suffered the consequences. 
This did not mean a loving God does not 
exist. God had warned them in advance 
what would happen; so it was man, not 
God, that was responsible for the suffering, 
sickness and death that followed.—Gen. 1: 
27, 28; Deut. 32:4, 5; Eccl. 7:29.

True, it would not be loving to allow this 
suffering to continue indefinitely. And this 
God has no intention of doing. Human 
wickedness and suffering have been toler­
ated only because an issue was raised in 
the garden of Eden. One of God’s spirit 
creatures, identified in the Bible as Satan 
the Devil, influenced the first human pair, 
Adam and Eve, to disobey God. This called 
into question God’s creatorship and his jus­
tice in demanding obedience as a condition 
for life and yet seemingly not creating man 
with the capability of remaining loyal to 
God.

So God has allowed a set period of time 
to settle this question of whether men can 
remain faithful under test. This period is 
now about up. Very soon Satan and all the 
human suffering he has been responsible
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for will be eliminated. It is the loving Cre­
ator who will provide this relief by usher­
ing obedient mankind into a righteous new 
system of things.—2 Pet. 3:13; Rev. 12:12.

RELIGION’S RESPONSIBILITY
The churches of Christendom have not 

made clear to people why wickedness and 
suffering have been allowed to exist for a 
time on earth. Rather, they have taught 
lies about God, painting him as an unmer­
ciful fiend who keeps humans alive in some 
subterranean lake of fire, where they cook 
and sizzle in excruciating pain throughout 
eternity. Such teachings have turned many 
away from God.

Many modem theologians and clergymen 
are even coming to terms with atheism. 
“I have preached more and more in the 
past decade on the values of atheism 
and agnosticism,” wrote Episcopal Bishop 
James A. Pike. “There has to be a large 
measure of agnosticism in true religion,” 
he asserted.* And Time magazine of June 
9,1961, observed that “Paul Tillich, Amer­
ica’s most eminent theologian, talks of 
God as ‘Being Itself’ or ‘Ultimate Real­
ity.’ ”  This characterization, however, says 
an article entitled “Is Modern Theology 
Atheistic?” appearing in the Protestant 
journal The Christian Century, “saves Til­
lich from the charge of atheism.” But is not 
this sort of theology that borders on athe­
ism enough to cause a lot of persons to 
question the existence of God?

It is therefore apparent that the church­
es, instead of building faith in God, have 
been responsible for millions of persons 
turning toward atheistic communism. Their 
conflicting teachings, religious persecu­
tions, warmongering and currying the fa­
vor of the rich and influential have caused 
many to reason that, if the churches repre­
sent God, then there must not be a God.

* The Christian Century, December 21, 1960.
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Many responsible churchmen admit reli­
gion’s guilt.

“I know that it is we, we Christians 
alone, who are responsible for Commu­
nism,” admitted the dean of a European 
theological school. “Remember that the 
Communists once were Christians. If they 
do not believe in a just God, whose fault 
is it?” * And the dean of the faculty at New 
York City’s Union Theological Seminary 
acknowledged: “The very atheism of Com­
munism is a judgment upon the churches, 
. . .  which have usually been ornaments of 
the status quo, no matter how unjust it has 
been.” f

The failure of the churches to imitate 
Christ and to provide accurate knowledge 
concerning God has prepared the way for 
atheism.

ATHEISM’S ADVANCE

Hundreds of millions of persons in Com­
munist lands are being systematically 
taught that God does not exist, and indoc­
trination is being stepped up. “Atheism 
will be taught more intensively at party 
training centers and in special courses for 
teachers, doctors and journalists,” 
magazine reported recently. This constant 
program of indoctrination, especially of 
the youth, has caused many to question 
the existence of God.

Often this propaganda reaches the West 
in newspaper reports. For example: “ ‘The 
Bible says the Creator sent manna to the 
Jews,’ Premier Khrushchev said. ‘I don’t 
know whether this is true, I did not see it 
happen. I don’t know whether the manna 
was of first quality or whether the Jews 
got enough of it. To find out, we sent 
Gagarin up there to take a look. But Ga­
garin reported he saw nothing but empti-

* Harper’ s Magazine, August 1960.
t Time magazine, November 10, 1961.
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ness. So we sent Valentina Tereshkova and 
told her if she finds manna she should cook 
herself a meal, but she found nothing. So 
there is no hope that we can get manna 
from heaven. This means that we must 
trust our hard-working hands.”—New 
York Times, April 7, 1964.

What a foolish basis on which to ques­
tion the existence of God! But these per­
sons did not first give up belief in God after 
the trips into space. Rather, in Communist- 
controlled countries, faith in God is under­
mined in youth by constant repetition by 
teachers and educators that there is no 
God. Others question God’s existence be­
cause of seeing human suffering, and not 
receiving a satisfactory Scriptural answer 
for it. And still others have been turned 
away from God because of the conflicting 
teachings and the atheistic leanings of reli­
gious leaders.

But there is at least one more vital fac­
tor that is responsible for so many ques­
tioning the existence of God. That is be­
cause they want to believe the lie that 
there is no God. God’s righteous law is an 
uncomfortable restriction. They want to be 
free to pursue their selfish course without 
the pangs of conscience that would gnaw 
at them should they be accountable to 
God’s law. And so, because they do “not 
accept the love of the truth . . . God 
lets an operation of error go to them, 
that they may get to believing the lie.” 
—2 Thess. 2:10, 11.

A wise person who loves righteousness, 
however, will never be turned away from 
God. He will regularly study the Bible, 
and will grow to love God for the marvel­
ous provisions that He has made for life 
in a righteous new system of things. In­
deed, it is the fool that “hath said in his 
heart, there is no God.”—Ps. 14:1, Ameri­
can Standard Version.

SfteWATCHTOWER.



RELIGIOUSLY 
SPEAKING

ATING back 
to the time 

of ancient Babylon 
and Egypt, the use 
of religious articles 
in homes has been 
popular. From the 
ruins o f ancient 
homes archaeolo­
gists have unearthed 
all manner of reli­
gious images, stat­
ues, shrines, paint­
ings and evidence 
of religious symbols 
such as the cross. 

This may surprise 
you, but it is a fact that religious articles 
and symbolisms used in ancient pagan 
Babylon and Egypt are in use today in 
many “Christian” homes. It is high time 
for those who want to be true Chris­
tians to clean house, religiously speaking. 
—Acts 17:29-31.

Before we examine what the Holy Bible 
has to say about cleaning house, religiously 
speaking, let us take a look at a typical 
Latin-American home, similar in some re­
spects to homes in the Dominican Repub­

lic, Cuba, Puerto Rico and else­
where.

As we near the house we notice 
a shrine along the sidewalk at the 
comer. The small hole in the front 
is for an offering to the image. As 
we enter the yard we note another 
home shrine with the image of 
family devotion, usually the na­
tional goddess or saint, differing 
from country to country. Some are 
very elaborate and costly. Near the 
door a cross can be seen. On knock­
ing, we are welcomed into the hos­
pitable home by the expression, 
“Adelante, tomen asiento.”  “Come 
on in, take a seat.” The house­
holder is pleased to show us her 

home. Did you notice that small platform 
or shelf over your head as we entered? A 
religious picture with a glass of water or 
something to eat is placed on it. Often such 
small platforms can be seen in front of a 
picture of a deceased member of the family 
with flowers placed before it.

In a humble home with an earth floor 
we note the cross again painted on each 
door. An elaborate one of metal or wood 
will be found in other homes. As we follow 
the housewife we note this same religious 
symbol over the beds on the wall and upon 
the home altar, which at times occupies a 
corner of a room or even possibly an entire 
wall. This is usually decorated with shiny 
papers of many colors along with religious 
pictures, candles or colored electric lights 
and flowers. Religious pictures of the “Sa­
cred Heart” and “The Last Supper” will 
also be found in the rooms.

What are we to think of the use of 
these many religious articles and symbols? 
We must think what God thinks.

RELIGIOUS IMAGES

We are not to think that there is neces­
sarily something wrong with every art ob­
ject, an image or statue. So we must differ-
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entiate between objects that are simply 
works of art and objects of religious devo­
tion, images used to represent some saint 
or deity. If one takes a worshipful attitude 
toward any image, making it a religious 
object, then the possessor of such image 
ought to reflect upon God’s view of reli­
gious images. For instance, God command­
ed the Israelites of ancient time not to have 
any images to represent the true God. (Ex. 
20:4; Deut. 4:15-19) Nor were they to 
bring the images or symbols of the pagan 
Egyptians and Canaanites into their homes. 
God’s clear-cut declaration was:

“The graven images of their gods you 
should bum in the fire. You must not de­
sire the silver and the gold upon them, nor 
indeed take it for yourself, for fear you 
may be ensnared by it; for it is a thing 
detestable to Jehovah your God. And you 
must not bring a detestable thing into your 
house and actually become a thing devoted 
to destruction like it. You should thorough­
ly loathe it and absolutely detest it, be­
cause it is something devoted to destruc­
tion.”—Deut. 7:25, 26.

True Christians appreciate this same 
principle of a clean home, religiously speak­
ing, especially in view of similar commands 
given in the Christian Greek Scriptures: 
“We ought not to imagine that the Divine 
Being is . . . like something sculptured by 
the art and contrivance of man.” “Little 
children, guard yourselves from idols.” 
(Acts 17:29; 1 John 5:21) So the early 
Christians kept their homes free of reli­
gious images. How, then, did images of 
Christ, for example, get started? By turn­
ing to history books deeding with the 
early Christians, you will learn this: 
“Heathens, who, like [Emperor] Alexan­
der Severus, saw something Divine in 
Christ, and sects, which mixed heathenism 
and Christianity together, were the first

393
who made use of images of Christ.” * Since 
no images of Christ were used by the early 
Christians, it is evident they had no im­
ages of Mary, Jesus’ mother, either.

So when an image becomes an object of 
religious devotion, it is time for the pos­
sessor of such, if he wants to be a true 
Christian, to clean house, religiously 
speaking—no matter what the image rep­
resents or who made it.

It is well for every Christian to remem­
ber what took place in connection with the 
figure of the copper serpent made by Mo­
ses. During the sojourn of the Israelites in 
the wilderness, God commanded Moses, 
who had led Israel out of Egypt, to make 
the figure of a copper serpent, which was a 
symbol and had prophetic significance, but 
it was not for religious worship. (Num. 21: 
4-9; John 3:14, 15) Thus the copper- 
serpent image was not adored or used for 
worship in Moses’ day. Though that im­
age was made under proper circumstances, 
even at the command of God, yet, finally, 
it had to be destroyed. How so? Because 
centuries after Moses’ day the Israelites 
turned that same image of the copper ser­
pent into an object of religious devotion, 
even burning incense to it. (2 Ki. 18:4) 
So when King Hezekiah purged the land 
of Judah of religious images, he had the 
copper serpent made by Moses crushed into 
pieces and utterly destroyed.

That destruction of religious images had 
God’s blessing, since the true God wants 
to be worshiped without images or not 
through images, as Jesus Christ himself 
stated: “God is a Spirit, and those wor­
shiping him must worship with spirit and 
truth.”—John 4:24; 2 Ki. 18:1-7.

RELIGIOUS PICTURES
But what could be objectionable about 

pictures? After all, a Christian may prop-
* The History of the Christian Religion and Church, 

During the Three First Centuries, Dr. Augustus 
Neander.

SReWATCHTOWER.



394
erly have or display a photograph, a draw­
ing or a painting. It may be of friends or 
relatives, of scenery or of Biblical subjects. 
Jehovah’s witnesses, for example, have a 
calendar with a different illustration each 
year of an important Biblical event. Well, 
then, what determines whether a picture 
is objectionable? This: Is the picture rev­
erenced or worshiped, perhaps food placed 
before it? Does the picture have pagan 
symbolism? Does the picture misrepresent 
the Bible?

Take, for example, a picture that ap­
pears in many interpretations, the so- 
called “Last Supper.” Jesus instituted “The 
Lord’s Supper” or, as a modern Bible trans­
lation calls it, “ the Lord’s evening meal,” 
on the date of Nisan 14, 33 C.E., after 
6 p.m., on a Thursday. (1 Cor. 11:20, 23, 
24) Just before the Lord’s Evening Meal, 
Jesus and his twelve apostles had eaten 
the annual passover lamb. But how many 
plates of fish do you see on the table of 
some paintings? Fish was not eaten by 
Jesus and his apostles that Thursday night, 
but, rather, the meat of a lamb. Pictures 
that show fish are misrepresenting the 
Holy Bible.

The Bible shows that, along with roasted 
lamb, unleavened bread was used for the 
passover. (Ex. 12:8-15) You will notice in 
some pictures that the buns, one for each 
apostle, are leavened or risen bread. The 
Bible account shows, too, that the faithful 
apostles ate from one loaf of unleavened 
bread; each did not have his own leavened 
bun.—Matt. 26:26.

The Bible also shows that all the faith­
ful apostles were to drink from the same 
cup. (Matt. 26:27) In the pictures we usu­
ally are led to believe that after the pass- 
over meal and during the Lord’s Supper 
each apostle had his own glass, while Jesus 
alone had a special chalice of wine. Actual­
ly, they partook of the same loaf and drank 
from the same cup.

B r o o k l y n , N .Y .

You will note, too, that in many pictures 
all are seated. The custom in Jesus’ day 
was to eat in a reclining position, as can 
be noted by reference to a Bible diction­
ary. The Bible itself shows that John was 
reclining on the bosom of Jesus, something 
he would be unable to do if seated while 
eating.—John 13:23-25.

How many apostles do you count? The 
Bible indicates that Judas left “ immediate­
ly” after the passover celebration and 
hence before Jesus instituted the Lord’s 
Evening Meal with the faithful eleven apos­
tles. (John 13:30) Pictures showing twelve 
apostles along with Jesus do not portray 
the truth.

Thus our example shows misrepresenta­
tion of the Bible with regard to the pass- 
over lamb, the unleavened bread, the one 
loaf and the one cup, the manner of re­
clining and the number of apostles. When 
a picture misrepresents God’s Holy Word, 
it is time to clear it out.

Then with regard to pictures of Jesus 
Christ, do you notice any halo or circle of 
light encompassing his head? This is called 
a “nimbus.” You will find it revealing to 
go to a good encyclopedia and look up the 
word “nimbus,” for you will learn that it 
was used by the ancient pagan Egyptians, 
Greeks and Romans in their religious art; 
such a symbol is of Babylonish origin, 
since it appears in artistic representations 
of the main deities of Babylon. The circle 
of light was the symbol of the sun-god, 
and thus it is paganism.

No picture that smacks of Babylonish 
paganism belongs on the wall of a Chris­
tian home.

THE CROSS
One of the symbols commonly seen in 

homes is the cross. Actually, the Holy 
Scriptures show that Jesus Christ was 
nailed to a tree or stake without a cross 
arm. The apostle Peter mentioned on at
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least two occasions that Jesus died on a 
tree ( xfilon). (Acts 5:30; 1 Pet. 2:24) The
other original Greek word used in the Bi­
ble is stauros' and means a stake without 
any cross arms of any kind.

Even if it had been a cross upon which 
Jesus was impaled, would that be a fitting 
religious symbol for Christians? No, no 
more than one would adore or worship a 
bullet or machete that had killed a dear 
loved one! No wonder the early Christians 
had no crosses in their homes! “There was 
no use of the crucifix,” says one historian 
of the early Christians, “and no material 
representation of the cross.” *

Where, then, did the cross come from? 
Centuries before Christ the cross was used 
by pagan reli­
gionists in India,
China, Persia,
Egypt and, of 
course, Babylon.
T h e u p r i g h t  
cross was the 
sacred symbol of 
the Babylonian 
god Tammuz.
It was also the 
symbol of the 
sun-god Sol, in 
ancient Rome. Such a cross was the orig­
inal form of their letter “T,” the initial 
letter of the name of the god Tammuz.

Further, encyclopedias will tell you that 
ancient Egypt had a cross that was a sym­
bol of immoral sex worship. The Egyptian 
cross, the ankh ( cruxansata or handled 
cross), consisted of a “T” with an oval 
handle on its top representing the male 
and female reproductive organs. The Is­
raelites did not use this pagan symbol of 
the phallic cross in their homes.

As it was in pagan Egypt, however, so 
also the use of the phallic symbol is com-

♦ History of the Christian Church, J. F. Hurst, Vol. I, 
p. 366.
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mon in Latin America and elsewhere. Some 
church buildings are built on its “T”- 
shaped design. On the cathedral in San Pe­
dro Sula in Honduras the shield over the 
doors uses the cross and oval. As the an­
cient Egyptian tombs and mummies con­
tained many crosses, so today burial places 
are filled with crosses, some with the oval 
included.

LET’S CLEAN HOUSE

What, then, should be our attitude 
toward images, paintings and crosses? As 
for images and statues, the danger comes 
when people bow or pray before these life­
less idols, when they offer food before 
them, when they view them as something 
holy. Though there is nothing wrong with 
a picture correctly portraying a Bible 
event, yet if one gives a picture reverence 
and worship, that is wrong. If it is a pic­
ture of a deceased loved one, does the pos­
sessor give it religious devotion? Then, of 
course, it is wrong. And if a picture mis­
represents the holy Word of God or con­
tains pagan symbolisms such as the halo 
or nimbus and a cross, then why have it 
around the house?

So look around your house. Do you have 
any religious images? Do you have any re­
ligious paintings with the pagan halo en­
compassing the subject’s head? Do you 
have representations of a cross? Do you 
have any pictures toward which you have 
a worshipful attitude?

If you do, it is time to clean house. Your 
taking this positive step, without fear of 
man, toward the pure and undefiled wor­
ship of Jehovah God will mean obedience 
to the commandments of God. It will mean 
the end of all Babylonish paganism in art­
works around your home. It will show 
your desire to worship God, as Jesus Christ 
stated, “with spirit and truth.” So let’s 
clean house, religiously speaking.
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ODERN man finds 
himself in a com­

plex and difficult situation.
He is at cross-purposes with 
himself. On the one hand, in 
the last half century 
he has learned how to 
harness the forces of 
God's creation in a 
way and to a degree 
undreamed of in pre­
vious generations, or only dimly 
guessed at. Tremendous advances in 
means of communication and of trav­
el, advances in the world of mechan­
ics, also in the realms of medicine and of 
science—these have opened the door to 
wonderful possibilities. On the other hand, 
by those same means, under the direction 
and stimulus of ambitious and ruthless 
men, the door has also been opened to 
dreadful possibilities. Modern man can ben­
efit himself in many ways hitherto un­
known, but he also has within his grasp 
the means to just about ruin the earth and 
its inhabitants. Men are proud of their 
achievements, but at the same time, as 
foretold, “men become faint out of fear 
and expectation of the things coming upon 
the inhabited earth.” Self-assuming, head­
strong men, are forced to admit that these 
are “critical times hard to deal with.” What 
a contradiction!—Luke 21:26; 2 Tim. 3: 
1-5.

2 But when we turn our attention away 
from modern man to the Ancient of Days,

“H e [G od] purposed him self 
for  an administration at the 

fu ll lim it o f the appointed 
times, namely, to gather 
all things together again 
in the Christ, the things 
in the heavens and the 
th ings on the ea rth ... 

that we should serve [or, be] 
for  the praise o f his glory.”  

-E p h . 1 :9 -1 2 , N W ; A AS.

1. In what ways is modern man at cross-purposes with 
himself?
2, 3. What fine contrast is seen when we turn to the 
Ancient of Days ?

the Creator, what 
a contrast! In 
chapter 7 of Dan­
ie l’s prophecy, 

verses 9 to 14, he is described as being 
enthroned at Court, with many thousands 
standing before him and ministering to 
him.

3 In the context of that same prophecy 
it tells of fierce beasts, representing earth­
ly kingdoms, striving against one another 
for preeminence and putting on great airs. 
But the solution of all their conflicts is in 
the hands of the Ancient of Days, the Su­
preme One. Judgment is given in favor of 
someone described as a “son of man . . . 
And to him there were given rulership and 
dignity and kingdom, that the peoples . . . 
should all serve even him. His rulership is 
an indefinitely lasting rulership that will 
not pass away, and his kingdom one that 
will not be brought to ruin.” Giving fur­
ther detail, the prophecy later says that 
“judgment itself was given in favor of the 
holy ones of the Supreme One . . .  And the 
kingdom and the rulership and the gran­
deur of the kingdoms under all the heavens 
were given to the people who are the holy
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ones of the Supreme One.”—Dan. 7:13,14, 
22, 27.

4 The identification of these characters 
is not left in doubt. In the last book of the 
Bible the same theme is taken up and en­
larged on. In Revelation, chapter 4, we find 
a magnificent description of the heavenly 
throne and the One seated upon it. It is 
awe-inspiring, but not terrifying. The One 
enthroned is mentioned twice by name: 
“Holy, holy, holy is Jehovah God, the Al­
mighty . . .  You are worthy, Jehovah, even 
our God, to receive the glory and the hon­
or and the power, because you created all 
things, and because of your will they ex­
isted and were created.”—Rev. 4:8, 11.

5 In chapter 5, the only one who has the 
right of access to the throne and who is 
“worthy to take the scroll and open its 
seals” is identified as “The Lion that is of 
the tribe of Judah, the root of David,” that 
is, Christ Jesus. Along with him, mention 
is also made of those holy ones, persons 
redeemed or bought by the blood of the 
Lamb, and who, with Christ Jesus, are 
‘made to be a kingdom and priests to our 
God, and they will rule as kings over the 
earth.’ These make up the true church, the 
Christian congregation, who have “part in 
the first resurrection,” and who will be 
“priests of God and of the Christ, and will 
rule as kings with him for the thousand 
years.”—Rev. 5:5, 9, 10; 20:6.

6 These passages from  God’s W ord 
strongly impress on us the absolute sover­
eign right and unassailable position of the 
Supreme One, Jehovah. With him, all is 
harmonious and secure. There is nothing 
contradictory, as is painfully evident in the 
affairs of modern man. In his hands Jeho­
vah holds the solution to all man’s prob­
lems and conflicts, seen in the rulership and
4, 5. Who are identified in Revelation as (a) the one 
enthroned, (b) the one worthy to take the scroll, and 
(c) the holy ones who share the rulership with Christ?
6. As the Supreme One, what qualifications does Jehovah 
possess ?
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kingdom which are safely entrusted to the 
Lamb, Christ Jesus, who is proved worthy 
to receive it. That others, a limited num­
ber of sinful humanity, are enabled to 
share in that rulership and kingdom is but 
an added, though wonderful, evidence of 
the riches of Jehovah’s undeserved kind­
ness.

7 It is this latter aspect that was evident­
ly in the mind of the apostle Paul when 
writing to the Christians, “to the holy ones 
who are in Ephesus.” He prays on their 
behalf: “May you have undeserved kind­
ness and peace from God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ.” He then explains 
that their adoption as sons of God through 
Jesus Christ was “ in praise of his [God’s] 
glorious undeserved kindness,” and that 
the ‘forgiveness of their trespasses,’ based 
on Jesus’ shed blood and ransom, was also 
“according to the riches of his [God’s] un­
deserved kindness.”—Eph. 1:1-7.

8 With this in mind, the apostle then dis­
cusses the same lofty theme as already 
mentioned, that of God’s sovereign will and 
purpose and the position of all his crea­
tures in relation thereto. There are no ex­
ceptions or exemptions. A person will some­
times say, “ I did not ask to be born,” as if 
thereby seeking to be relieved of any sense 
of responsibility in life. But no. We do not 
owe our existence to chance. Jehovah is 
the Supreme One and he created all things, 
including the human family in original 
perfection, possessing the marvelous pow­
er of procreation. Out of respect and ap­
preciation for the Creator, we ought to 
say that it is because of his will that we 
have come into existence.—Rev. 4:11.

9 In this frame of mind let us listen to 
what Paul has to say. He explains that God 
caused his undeserved kindness to abound
7. How is Jehovah’s undeserved kindness emphasized 
in the early part of the letter to the Ephesians?
8, 9. (a) What attitude should we have toward life? 
(b) What disclosure did Paul make as to God’s will and 
purpose?
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toward us by making known the “sacred 
secret of his will. It is according to his 
good pleasure which he purposed in him­
self for an administration at the full limit 
of the appointed times, namely, to gather 
all things together again in the Christ, the 
things in the heavens and the things on 
the earth.”—Eph. 1:9, 10.

10 The very language used by the apostle 
emphasizes the importance of Jehovah’s 
paramount will and purpose. It had been 
held for a long time as a “sacred secret.” 
How that expression appeals to us! What a 
pleasure it gives to be entrusted with a 
secret! Even a child, especially a little girl, 
loves to have a secret and, at the right 
moment, to whisper it into the ear of her 
best friend, keenly watching to see that no 
other child is within earshot. Her secret 
may not mean much to us grown-ups, but 
Jehovah’s secret is sacred and embodies 
his whole purpose and is all important, 
both to him and to us. To ignore it or stum­
ble over it, as many have done, means the 
loss of everything.

11 Consider also the term “administra­
tion.” It too indicates something of real 
importance, as it is usually used with ref­
erence to such things as the effectual man­
agement of governmental and legal affairs. 
Many readers of The when
visiting a big convention, enjoy a close 
look at the various departments, seeing all 
that can be seen, but they do not linger 
when coming to a door with a sign over it 
marked “Administration.” Ah! no, they do 
not want to become involved in that kind 
of responsibility.

JEHOVAH’S GREAT ADMINISTRATION

12 What is this vital administration of 
Jehovah’s, held secret for so long? We are
10, 11. What meaning and importance are attached to 
the terms (a) “ sacred secret,”  and (b) “ administra­
tion”  ?
12, 13. As expressed at Ephesians 1:10, what is to be 
learned as to God’s administration?
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told the answer. It is Jehovah’s good plea­
sure, “at the full limit of the appointed 
times, . . .  to gather all things together 
again in the Christ, the things in the heav­
ens and the things on the earth.” (Eph. 
1:10) From this we can at once learn sev­
eral important things:

13 (1) There is but one gathering under
the one administration. Man, however sin­
cere, cannot build his own religious organi­
zation and claim that it is acceptable to 
God. (2) To be gathered in union with 
Christ calls for the spirit of willing sub­
mission to him as God’s Anointed One, also 
the spirit of unity and willing cooperation 
with all others who are thus gathered. 
(3) As subsequently disclosed, there is a 
ministry committed by God to those who 
are gathered. (4) The fact that Jehovah 
is “ to gather all things together im­
plies a former state of happy unity, which 
for some reason was not maintained, but 
is to be restored. (5) The time element 
comes in. This great work takes place “at 
the full limit of the appointed times.” So 
first we want to know, when is the full 
limit and when is the administration fully 
inaugurated?*

14 The full limit is reached when, as Je­
sus said in his great prophecy, “ the ap­
pointed times of the nations are fulfilled.” 
(Luke 21:24) This momentous turning 
point in the development of Jehovah’s pur­
pose and in human history was reached in 
1914, as abundantly testified by what took 
place here on earth in fulfillment of Bible 
prophecy. It was then that the rulership 
was given to Christ Jesus in heaven, as 
described at Daniel, chapter 7, despite the 
opposition of fierce, beastlike kingdoms on 
earth. As also prophetically depicted by 
the psalmist, the nations and their rulers 
“massed together as one against Jehovah

* See The Watchtower as of November 15, 1959, pages 
688-690, paragraphs 15-23.

14. When is the “ full limit of the appointed times,”  and 
determined by what events?

3fre WATCHTOWER.
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and against his anointed one,”  but Jehovah 
laughed at them in derision and declared: 
“I, even I, have installed my king upon 
Zion, my holy mountain.” When Jehovah’s 
anointed king, Christ Jesus, was installed 
or enthroned, that was when the adminis­
tration was set up. This did not take place 
at Zion, or Jerusalem, yonder in Palestine, 
but, as the scripture says, at “Mount Zion 
and a city of the living God, heavenly Je­
rusalem.”—Ps. 2:2-6; Heb. 12:22.

15 It may be argued that when writing to 
the Ephesians, Paul speaks of the gather­
ing in union with Christ as having already 
commenced. That is true, as far as steps to 
that end are concerned. It began at Pente­
cost, 33 C.E., with the first members of 
the Christian congregation when God’s 
spirit was poured out upon them. (Acts 
2:1-4) But neither while actively engaged 
in their ministry, nor at death, did they re­
ceive their full reward. As Paul wrote to 
Timothy: “From this time on there is re­
served for me the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, will 
give me as a reward in that day.” (2 Tim. 
4:8) Jehovah’s great administration goes 
into full operation after the end of the Gen­
tile Times in 1914.

16 “That day” having arrived, what do 
we see? In the words of the symbolic vi­
sion as described by John we can now say 
by faith: “And I saw, and, look! the Lamb 
standing upon the Mount Zion, and with 
him a hundred and forty-four thousand 
having his name and the name of his Fa­
ther written on their foreheads.” It was 
after 1914 that the administrative “new 
heavens,” with the enthroned Jesus Christ 
as God’s Administrator, cast Satan the 
Devil and his demon angels down to our 
earth and proceeded to the work of unifi­
cation, particularly from 1919 onward, as 
modern history of Jehovah’s witnesses
15, 16. (a) When and how did the gathering in union 
with Christ commence? (b) What marks the lull 
inauguration of God’s administration?
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shows. (Rev. 14:1; 12:1-13) Thus the work 
of the administration sweeps ever onward, 
completely fulfilling the will of the Su­
preme One exactly as he caused it to be 
recorded long ago in these words: “In the 
name of Jesus every knee should bend of 
those in heaven and those on earth and 
those under the ground, and every tongue 
should openly acknowledge that Jesus 
Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Fa­
ther.”—Phil. 2:10, 11.

17 So we are in the great day when we 
do well to heed those lessons pointing to 
the need for a clear vision of God’s theo­
cratic organization, also to appreciate the 
purpose for which we are gathered in unity 
under its direction, namely, for ministe­
rial work. Additionally, this emphasizes the 
need for the spirit of submission and co­
operation. These lessons become more 
sharply defined as we look farther into 
what Paul says on this same theme.

THE RIGHT SPIRIT FOR THE RIGHT PURPOSE

18 To highlight the need for the right 
spirit, it will pay us to look back, particu­
larly at the earthly scene, and see why the 
original state of happy unity was not main­
tained. When mother Eve listened to what 
the serpent had to say about the forbidden 
fruit, it became not only a test of obedi­
ence, but also one of humility. Deceived 
by what she was told, she began to look at 
that fruit from a new viewpoint. It would 
give her, so she thought, a newly found 
independence, and the idea appealed to her. 
This is shown by the fact that she did not 
even wait to ask her husband about it, but 
went ahead on her own initiative. We can 
imagine her saying: ‘Why not? I have a 
mind of my own, have I not? I know my 
husband has not had any of this fruit yet, 
but leave it to me; I’ll see that he has.’ 
And she did!—Gen. 3:1-6; 1 Tim. 2:14.
17. At this time what must we particularly heed?
18. On earth, how and why did the original state of 
unity come to an end ?
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19 No, we did not hear mother Eve talk­

ing to herself in the garden of Eden, but 
it is not uncommon to hear some of her 
daughters talk like that. Is that not the 
spirit of the world today, both nationally 
and individually? Even the smallest na­
tions are demanding their sovereign rights 
and independence. That same spirit, too, is 
often shown by individuals who say, in 
effect: ‘I have the right to live my own 
life my own way.’ That is 
the underlying reason why 
many will not heed the 
message brought to them 
by Jehovah’s witnesses.
They know it will interfere 
with their independence.
They and their rulers, sim­
ilar to Eve, would rather 
listen to the boastful, froglike “unclean 
inspired expressions” that are inspired by 
the lying demons. Such propaganda stirs 
their spirit of proud independence and 
results in their being ‘gathered together 
to the war of the great day of God the 
Almighty.’—Rev. 16:13,14.

20 No wonder modern man is all at sea! 
Surely it is obvious that we must forego 
such a spirit of independence, however 
much we may have indulged it in the past. 
We are in the day when God is gathering 
“all things together again in the Christ,” 
gathering first to him the faithful Chris­
tians who have slept in death by resurrect­
ing them to be with Jesus Christ in heaven. 
(Eph. 1:10; 1 Thess. 4:13-18) If we are 
not willing to be gathered under that righ­
teous administration in the spirit of sub­
mission and loyal devotion, then, wittingly 
or unwittingly, we shall find ourselves 
gathered together with the opposing forces 
marching to Armageddon under Satan’s 
leadership to fight against God the Al-
19. How is the spirit of the world manifest today, and 
to what will this lead ?
20. What two alternatives face us today?
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mighty. As Jesus pointedly said: “He that 
is not on my side is against me.”—Matt. 
12:30.

21 Using Jesus’ illustration, we find that 
only the sheeplike ones are gathered to 
him; first, the “little flock,”  the Christian 
congregation making up the “new heav­
ens,” but now also since 1931 those “ other 
sheep” who eagerly anticipate the bless­
ings of the “new earth.” The “other sheep”

are not dealt with separately, 
but all become “one flock, 

[under] one shepherd,” 
or administrator. Using 
Jesus’ other illustration, 

fulfilled in this day when 
he is enthroned as King, 
we see that he described 
the “ other sheep” as those 

who support and give good cooperation 
to even the “ least of these my brothers,” 
or followers. All others are judged by 
him as goats who, because of their stub­
born independence, refuse or fail to give 
any such cooperation.—Matt. 25:31-46; 
Luke 12:32; John 10:16.

22 In this day when Jehovah will shortly
‘break and dash in pieces’ all those opposed 
to him and his anointed king, and will 
make “wars to cease to the extremity of 
the earth,” let all of us be wise and respond 
in the right spirit to the appeals made in 
the same Bible passages, where Jehovah 
says: “ Give in, you people, and know that
I am God.” “Serve Jehovah with fear . . . 
Kiss the son [Christ Jesus], that He may 
not become incensed . . . Happy are all 
those taking refuge in him.”—Ps. 2:9-12; 
46:9, 10.

23 What is God’s purpose for those of us 
who do respond and are gathered under
21. As illustrated by Jesus, (a) who only are gathered 
to him, and (b) on what basis does Jesus render 
judgment?
22. To what appeals in God’s Word should we now 
respond ?
23,24. What is God's purpose for those gathered In 
union with Christ, and can they decide about this for 
themselves ?
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Christ’s administration? Is it just for our 
own blessing and salvation? Can we decide 
about this for ourselves? That would be 
most illogical, though some have made 
that mistake and have fallen out of the 
ranks. No, it is not according to what we 
may think, but, as Paul says regarding the 
foreordained 144,000, it is “ according to 
the purpose of him [God] who operates 
all things according to the way his will 
counsels.” So what is God’s purpose? No­
tice the answer given: “That we should 
serve [literally, be] for the praise of his 
glory.” Then observe in what immediately 
follows that we are told how to serve God’s 
purpose acceptably. After speaking of him­
self and others who had been the “ first to 
hope in the Christ,” Paul then says that 
“you [at Ephesus] also hoped in him.”

24 How had this been made possible? Paul 
explains that it was “after you heard the 
word of truth, the good news about your 
salvation.” This clearly defines for us the 
will of the Supreme One for those who are 
gathered. We must not keep the good news 
to ourselves, but must let others hear about 
it so that they too can share and rejoice in 
the same glorious hope.
That is how we can be to m h b  
Jehovah’s glorious praise, 
and this divine purpose 
must be served under the 
d irection  o f a single 
administration.—Eph. 1:
11-13.

25 From another angle, 
a little farther on, Paul 
again argues in favor 
of God’s supremacy and 
against our taking an 
independent view o f 
things. He reminds us
that we cannot take any credit to our­
selves in becoming Christians. We have

Serving as ' 
a minister under 
Christ’s administration

nothing to boast of. Rather, as Christians, 
“we are a product of his [God’s] work.” 
Nevertheless, though “ saved through 
faith,” we cannot be idle and neither can 
we decide for ourselves how to work out 
our salvation. Instead, as Paul expressed it, 
we are gathered in union with Christ Je­
sus “ for good works, which God prepared 
in advance for us to walk in them.”—Eph. 
2 :8-10.

20 From the scriptures discussed under 
this subheading, the lesson to be learned 
and the issue involved are made quite 
clear. We must have the right spirit for 
the right purpose, the spirit of unselfish, 
whole-souled devotion to Jehovah in order 
to ensure our prosperity in the right works 
he has prepared for us. We not only must 
be gathered in union with Christ ourselves, 
but under him must share in gathering oth­
ers by letting them hear the good news.

27 Jesus said: “He that does not gather 
with me scatters.” That makes the issue 
plain. If we refuse to come under or stay 
within his administration, then it is mani­
fest that we have the wrong spirit for the 
wrong purpose. Any gathering sought to 

be done apart from 
Christ’s administra­
tion must be in oppo­
sition thereto, however 
good the work and the 
motive may appear to 
be. As Jesus said in his 
previous comments, af­
ter being accused of 
expelling demons by 
means of Beelzebub, 
“Every kingdom divid­
ed against itself comes 
to desolation . . .  if 
Satan expels Satan, he 

has become divided against himself; how, 
then, will his kingdom stand?” This ex-

25. What is the Christian’s proper viewpoint respecting 26, 27. (a) How is the right spirit for the right purpose 
himself and works? manifest? (b) How did Jesus make the issue plain?
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plains why modern man is at cross­
purposes with himself, in spite of his ef­
forts toward unity. His motive is mainly 
a selfish one, and that is no basis for a 
genuine, lasting unity. Let us not be blind­
ed or sidetracked into supporting the 
wrong administration.—Matt. 12:24-30.

THE GATHERING TAKES SHAPE
28 Following up this same theme, the 

apostle discloses a further development 
that takes place under Christ’s administra­
tion. This is intensely interesting and gives 
a more exalted view of the administration. 
He explains that those who are gathered 
do not just crowd around a common center, 
as it were. Instead, they are seen to take 
definite shape, likened to a building. First, 
“Christ Jesus himself is the foundation 
cornerstone.” The apostles and prophets 
make up the rest of the foundation, on 
which the “whole building, being harmo­
niously joined together, is growing into a 
holy temple for Jehovah . . .  a place for 
God to inhabit by spirit.” (Eph. 2:20-22) 
What a lofty conception! When attending 
a meeting of Jehovah’s witnesses at their 
Kingdom Hall, or a larger assembly, we 
may be tempted to look at them from a 
fleshly viewpoint, noticing just their out­
ward appearance. Rather, we should view 
them and appreciate them as Jehovah does. 
Other scriptures using the same illustra­
tion of God’s temple stress the same thing, 
our need to keep the spiritual viewpoint, 
also the responsibility of those belonging 
to God’s temple to avoid becoming “uneven­
ly yoked with unbelievers.”—1 Cor. 3:16, 
17; 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1.

29 The entire Christian congregation of 
144,000 together with Jesus Christ com­
prises the spiritual temple made up of “liv­
ing stones.” (1 Pet. 2:4, 5; John 2:19-22)
28. In what way is the Christian congregation seen to 
take shape?
29. How is the great crowd of “ other sheep”  seen in the 
temple picture?
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You may say you understand this, but 
that it does not have any connection with 
you as your hopes are not heavenly, like 
those of the “little flock,” but earthly. 
Many Watchtower readers might feel this 
way about it, but make no mistake. If you 
love Jehovah and have submitted yourself 
to him in dedication, symbolized by water 
immersion, then you come right inside the 
picture. For your encouragement we re­
mind you that, after describing the forma­
tion of spiritual Israel, the temple or sanc­
tuary class, John was given a vision of a 
great crowd of “other sheep” said to be 
“rendering him [God] sacred service day 
and night in his temple.”  We could not 
imagine a finer picture of close unity and 
concord!—Rev. 7:15.

30 In support of this we read that God’s 
“will is that all sorts of men should be 
saved and come to an accurate knowledge 
of truth.” (1 Tim. 2:4) Today all sorts of 
people are responding to the good news and 
bringing themselves into harmony with it, 
being gathered into “one flock” under 
“one shepherd.” The Scriptures make it 
plain that these all should by their con­
duct serve for the praise of God’s glory by 
unitedly sharing in the ministerial work 
due to be completed before the accom­
plished end of the present system of things. 
From the days of the apostles onward the 
emphasis has been on the gathering of the 
Christian congregation of Christ’s 144,000 
joint heirs; but now, at the “ full limit of 
the appointed times,” the gathering work 
has taken on a wider sweep since 1931, 
coupled with great urgency because the 
time is short. We need all the help and 
encouragement possible, and it will there­
fore be good to take a close look at our 
ministerial work, both inside God’s organi­
zation and outside.
30. How has the gathering work today taken on a wider 
sweep, emphasizing what need?
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GOD has never 
left his people 

with nothing to do.
He has put them 
to work, and as 
this comes as a commission from him 
it can properly be called ministerial 
work because it is in the nature of 
service rendered to him. Such work can 
therefore never be treated lightly, but 
should be viewed as a stewardship. It is a 
great privilege and brings much happiness, 
but it also carries a great responsibility. 
This should not deter us, for God well 
knows our imperfections and frailties, and 
in his undeserved kindness has made ample 
provision on our behalf.

2 Such thoughts as these were evidently 
in the apostle Paul’s mind when writing to 
Timothy, as found in his two letters form­
ing part of the Holy Scriptures. Every 
page breathes the spirit of earnest exhor­
tation and encouragement, coupled with 
timely warnings. For example, he wrote: 
“I solemnly charge you . . . preach the 
word, be at it urgently in favorable season, 
in troublesome season, reprove, reprimand, 
exhort, with all long-suffering and art of 
teaching.” Then, after warning that many 
“will turn their ears away from the truth,” 
he concludes: “You, though, keep your 
senses in all things, suffer evil, do the work 
of an evangelizer, fully accomplish your 
ministry.” Note, however, that preceding 
these words we find a reference to that 
which points to the essential foundation 
for fulfilling such a ministry. What is that? 
Paul told Timothy: “From infancy you 
have known the holy writings, which are 
able to make you wise for salvation.” Then 
he added: “All Scripture is inspired of God

and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, 
for setting things straight, for disciplining 
in righteousness, that the mem of God may 
be fully competent, completely equipped 
for every good work.”—2 Tim. 4:1-5; 3: 
15-17.

3 We cannot overemphasize the need to 
keep close to God’s Word in all our minis­
try, both within his organization and ex­
ternally in preaching and witnessing to 
others. These things are what distinguish 
Jehovah’s witnesses from the churches of 
Christendom. We do not look to traditions, 
or creeds, or ideas of our own. In all our 
arrangements, in the conduct of meetings, 
in matters of discipline and control and 
finance, also in what we teach and our 
methods of teaching, everything has a 
Scriptural basis. If any alteration is made 
it is because of a better understanding of 
the scriptures related thereto. The Bible, 
God’s Word, is the essential foundation for 
a successful ministry. There must first be 
a proper understanding of the Scriptures, 
backed up by a sincere and determined ef­
fort to put these things into practice, both 
in our lives and in aiding others who re­
spond to the word of truth. Do not say it 
is beyond you. Many thousands of Jeho­
vah’s witnesses worldwide are meeting 
these requirements, and no one pretends 
for a moment that he is superhuman. They 
have learned how to use and how to rely 
on Jehovah’s provisions, keeping close to 
him in prayer and keeping close to his 
Word and organization, which are the

1. How should the Christian’s ministry be viewed? ----------
2. Paul’s letters to Timothy show what spirit, and 3. How do Jehovah’s witnesses stand out as distinct,
pointing to what foundation for the ministry? and does this at all imply that they are superhuman?
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main channels of his holy spirit.—Phil. 
4:13.

THE INTERNAL MINISTRY
‘ When we think of the Christian con­

gregation likened to a “holy temple for Je­
hovah . . .  a place for God to inhabit by 
spirit,” and that all sheeplike people are in­
vited to render God sacred service in close 
association with the remnant of that sanc­
tuary class still on earth, we are helped to 
envision the seriousness and scope of the 
ministerial work that must be done within 
God’s organization. This is well illustrated 
in one aspect alone in what happened when 
David was making intensive preparations 
for the building of the literal temple and 
its services. He made detailed Levitical 
service assignments, including “ four thou­
sand givers of praise to Jehovah on the in­
struments that David said ‘I have made 
for giving praise.’ ” These were duly put 
into effect by David’s son, Solomon, who 
provided for regular temple services, in­
cluding “the Levites at their posts of duty, 
to praise and to minister in front of the 
priests as a daily matter of course.” That 
ministerial service of praise had to be per­
formed in close unity, both in voice and 
action.—Eph. 2:21, 22; 1 Chron. 23:5; 
2 Chron. 8:14.

5 When discussing the need for a similar 
requirement with regard to the spiritual 
temple, the apostle, in his letter to the 
Ephesians, uses the illustration of the hu­
man body. First, he relates how Christ, 
after ascending on high, “gave gifts in 
men,” including apostles, prophets, evange- 
lizers, shepherds and teachers, “with a 
view to the training of the holy ones, for 
ministerial work, for the building up of the 
body of the Christ.” To begin with, the 
Christian congregation and its members
4. How was the ministry of the sanctuary class well 
illustrated at the time of David and Solomon?
5. What further illustration did Paul develop regarding 
the ministry?
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are said to be in their infancy, like babes, 
but the whole objective is to grow up and 
advance to maturity, both collectively and 
individually. How this is done, under 
Christ the Head, is most fittingly expressed 
by Paul in these words: “All the body, by 
being harmoniously joined together and 
being made to co-operate through every 
joint that gives what is needed, according 
to the functioning of each respective mem­
ber in due measure, makes for the growth 
of the body for the building up of itself in 
love.”—Eph. 4:8-16.

8 It is clear that here the apostle has in 
mind the ministerial work to be performed 
within God’s organization, “the building up 
of itself.” The same principle and methods 
of administration apply today just as with 
the early church or congregation. In the 
human frame, the joints, large and small, 
comprise the main links responsible for the 
smooth, harmonious working of the entire 
body. Likewise with the New World soci­
ety of Jehovah’s witnesses as a whole, with 
its governing body, as well as with each 
of its congregations, the main responsibili­
ty for good cooperation rests with the ap­
pointed servants, the “gifts in men.” They 
are the joints.—Eph. 4:8.

7 But the apostle does not leave it there. 
As an additional factor he mentions the 
working or “ functioning of each respective 
member in due measure.” (Eph. 4:16) 
This brings in everyone, male and female, 
however young and immature or however 
old and frail. Do not say you are of no ac­
count. That is not true. In fact, as soon as 
you come in contact with Jehovah’s wit­
nesses you cannot fail to be a means of en­
couragement, if good progress is made by 
you. To find someone responding well in a 
home Bible study, or to see fresh faces at 
our meetings, not just once, but coming
6. How is the illustration of the human body seen to 
apply today ?
7. The fact that “ each respective member”  plays its 
part serves for what encouragement?
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along regularly, is most encouraging to all 
the others and is an evidence of Jehovah’s 
blessing and spirit on our ministry. It is 
also very upbuilding to see those who are 
beset by old age and infirmity making ef­
forts at great cost to themselves to attend 
the meetings and have some share, how­
ever small, in witnessing to others. As with 
the human body, the smallest member 
plays its part in due measure. We may not 
be conscious of it when things are going 
well, but let something go wrong with even 
one of the smallest members, say, a toe 
with an ingrown nail, and we at once know 
about it! It is good to face up to the fact 
that we each can have some share in due 
measure in the ministry to be done within 
God’s organization, or the local congrega­
tion to which we belong, “ for the building 
up of itself in love.” There is much to be 
done and always further progress to be 
made. In both illustrations growth is em­
phasized: “The growth of the body,” and 
“growing into a holy temple for Jehovah.” 
—Eph. 4:16; 2:21.

THE EXTERNAL MINISTRY

8 Closely linked with the picture of a holy 
temple, the Bible also speaks of the Chris­
tian congregation of 144,000 Kingdom 
heirs as a “holy priesthood.” The apostle 
Peter links them together when he writes: 
“You yourselves also as living stones are 
being built up a spiritual house for the pur­
pose of a holy priesthood.” To what end 
does this priesthood serve? The apostle re­
plies: “You are ‘a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for spe­
cial possession, that you should declare 
abroad the excellencies’ of the one that 
called you out of darkness into his wonder­
ful light.” Jesus himself made prominent 
mention of his true followers being light 
bearers. He said: “You are the light of
8. How are Christians Scripturally spoken of as light 
bearers ?
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the world. A city cannot be hid when situ­
ated upon a mountain. . . .  let your light 
shine before men, that they may see your 
fine works and give glory to your Father 
who is in the heavens.” This ties in closely 
with the glorious picture in Isaiah’s proph­
ecy, fulfilled in our day, where Zion, God’s 
organization, like a city on a mountain, is 
told to “Arise, . . . shed forth light” ! And 
with what result? “And nations will cer­
tainly go to your light, and kings to the 
brightness of your shining forth. Raise 
your eyes all around and see! They have 
all of them been collected together; they 
have come to you.” This, in turn, agrees 
exactly with the inspired statement con­
cerning God’s ‘administration to gather 
(or collect) all things together again in 
the Christ.’—1 Pet. 2:5, 9; Matt. 5:14-16; 
Isa. 60:1-4; Eph. 1:10.

9 Now observe how Paul discusses our be­
ing light bearers as part of our ministry. 
In writing to the Corinthians he says that 
God “has indeed adequately qualified us to 
be ministers of a new covenant.” He then 
contrasts this new covenant, made with 
the Christian congregation through Christ 
as mediator, with the old Law covenant 
made with the nation of Israel through Mo­
ses as mediator. He shows that the “ad­
ministering of the spirit” under the new 
covenant is more glorious in every respect 
as compared with the glory of the “code 
which administers death . . . engraved in 
letters in stones.” When Moses came down 
from Sinai with the two tablets of the Tes­
timony, his face shone, “so that the sons 
of Israel could not gaze intently at the 
face of Moses.” But Paul later explains that 
the real difficulty lay with the sons of Is­
rael themselves. “Their mental perceptions 
were dulled. . . .  In fact, down till today 
whenever Moses is read, a veil lies upon 
their hearts. But,” he continues, “when
9. What argument does Paul develop regarding the new 
covenant and its ministry ?
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there is a turning to Jehovah [in whole­
hearted submission and devotion], the veil 
is taken away.” Then, referring to the min­
istry given to those in the new covenant, 
or in close association with it as is true of 
the “other sheep,” the apostle says that 
‘all of us, with unveiled faces reflect like 
mirrors the glory of Jehovah.’—2 Cor. 3: 
6-8, 14-18; Ex. 34:29-35; Heb. 9:15.

10 You may wonder how frail, mortal 
creatures could possibly reflect Jehovah’s 
glory, when no man can see his face and 
live. (Ex. 33:20; compare also 1 Timothy 
6:16) Well, besides Jehovah’s personal glo­
ry, there is also the magnificent glory of 
his purpose, centered in his kingdom under 
his beloved Son. This kingdom, the central 
truth of the Bible, and closely related 
truths—these comprised the “magnificent 
things of God” that began to be proclaimed 
by those on whom the holy spirit had been 
poured out on the day of Pentecost, thus 
commencing their external ministry. (Acts 
2:11) In agreement with this, Paul says 
regarding “this ministry,” that we are not 
“adulterating the word of God, but by mak­
ing the truth manifest [we are] recom­
mending ourselves to every human con­
science in the sight of God.”—2 Cor. 4:1,2.

11 Yes, that is our commission, to make 
the truth manifest. We are not discouraged 
when we find that Satan “the god of this 
system of things has blinded the minds of 
the unbelievers,” and hence their minds 
and hearts are heavily veiled. But not all 
are unbelievers. Many, very many, are still 
held as unwilling captives by Satan. They 
are “sighing and groaning over all the de­
testable things that are being done” in Sa­
tan’s system of things, and it is part of our 
commission to “preach a release to the cap­
tives and a recovery of sight to the blind.” 
—2 Cor. 4:4; Ezek. 9:4; Luke 4:18.
10. In what way can we “ reflect like mirrors the glory 
of Jehovah"?
11. What can we expect as to the results and fruitage of 
our ministry?
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12 What a happy commission is ours and 
what a tremendous responsibility, especial­
ly in this day of the Kingdom’s establish­
ment! Said Jesus in his prophecy on the 
conclusion of this system of things: “This 
good news of the kingdom will be preached 
in all the inhabited earth for a witness to 
all the nations; and then the end will 
come.” (Matt. 24:14) All of God’s promises 
and prophecies must and will be fulfilled 
without exception. Sometimes they are ful­
filled literally and sometimes in a figura­
tive or spiritual way. That is the point 
Paul makes when he quotes the first re­
corded commandment: “Let the light shine 
out of darkness.” That was fulfilled literal­
ly. Then he shows how the same is true 
in a spiritual way when he adds: “And he 
has shone on our hearts to illuminate them 
with the glorious knowledge of God by the 
face of Christ.”—2 Cor. 4:6.

13 When we look at ourselves we may well 
feel that as mirrors we are very faulty. 
But, for our comfort and showing that we 
do not rely on human strength or wisdom 
in carrying out our commission, Paul ex­
plains that “we have this treasure [of the 
ministry] in earthen vessels, that the pow­
er beyond what is normal may be God’s 
and not that out of ourselves.” God has 
made provision whereby we can render ac­
ceptable service, though imperfectly. How­
ever, that does not excuse us from keeping 
ourselves as mirrors in as clean and good 
shape as we possibly can.—2 Cor. 4:7; see 
also 1 Corinthians 1:26-31.

UNITY ESSENTIAL

14 In all of our ministry unity is essential. 
It is true that in the world a united front 
is often presented, either by a political 
party or in time of war. In the religious
12. How today is God causing the light to shine out of 
darkness ?
13. Why has God commissioned imperfect creatures with 
such a ministry?
14. What kind of unity is seen in the world, prompted 
by what motives ?
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world, too, efforts are made in this direc­
tion, though in comparison they seem slow 
and cumbersome. Generally, however, is it 
not true that the motive prompting the 
united front is often that of fear, fear of 
a common enemy? As soon as the danger 
is overcome, then all too often the old fac­
tions break out again. Unity prompted by 
such a motive is liable to crack and break. 
It is not love that binds them together; but 
it is love, a Godlike love, that alone will 
bring about and lastingly preserve real, 
genuine unity. Let us see how this operates 
among all who are gathered under Christ’s 
administration.

15 Unity in any group of people must 
start with the individual. In this case we 
are concerned with Christians, or those 
who have become Christians. In order to 
become such, the first vital step is to come 
into unity with God. Often this is viewed 
as an emotional experience, a sudden con­
version. But true unity requires a more 
solid foundation. To come into unity with 
God the individual must get to know the 
mind of God on all matters that properly 
concern him. That is one of the main rea­
sons why God has given us his Word, the 
Bible. It expresses the mind and will of the 
Supreme One. As we study and get the 
understanding of it, our minds are influ­
enced by the right thoughts and, in turn, 
we are moved to do the right works, those 
“which God prepared in advance for us to 
walk in them.”—Eph. 2:10.

16 But the heart as well as the mind is in­
volved. As we learn and grow in knowledge, 
so our appreciation of God, the Source of 
all knowledge and wisdom, should also 
grow. Our hearts are drawn out to him in 
gratitude and worship, leading us to take 
the step of dedication and baptism, result­
ing in a personal and unified relationship
15. What initial steps are required to come into unity 
with God ?
16. How is the heart involved, leading to what blessed 
fruitage ?
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with Jehovah. In order to maintain that re­
lationship and meeting of the minds, we 
need to continue our study of his Word. 
This is a constant necessity. As beautifully 
expressed in the Psalms: “Happy is the 
man . . . [whose] delight is in the law of 
Jehovah, and in his law he reads in an 
undertone day and night.”  With what re­
sult? “He will certainly become like a tree 
planted by streams of water that gives its 
own fruit in its season and the foliage of 
which does not wither, and everything he 
does will succeed.” What richer blessing 
could you desire?—Ps. 1:1-3.

17 In confirmation of this we also recall in 
the Psalms the prophetic word that is ap­
plied to Jesus at the time of his baptism, 
when he said: “To do your will, O my God, 
I have delighted, and your law is within 
my inward parts.” (Ps. 40:8; see Hebrews 
10:5-7) How could Jesus say he delighted 
to do God’s will, when he knew from such 
scriptures as Isaiah, chapter 53, that his 
dedicated course would entail the keenest 
suffering and reproach, being despised and 
pierced and crushed in ‘pouring out his soul 
to the very death’ ? (Isa. 53:3, 5, 12) It 
was because his Father’s Word and law 
were within his inward parts. From his 
perfect knowledge and memory of God’s 
Word he knew his Father’s mind on all 
these things, and this guided and sustained 
him throughout. He knew his death was 
“precious in the eyes of Jehovah,” so he 
could say, as foretold: “To you [Jehovah] 
I shall offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
. . . My vows I shall pay to Jehovah.” Je­
sus is the perfect example of one who is at 
unity with Jehovah.—Ps. 116:15-18; see 
also John 5:19, 30.

18 There is also the question of family 
unity to consider, for the New World socie­
ty is made up of families, to a large extent.
17. In view of all the suffering involved, how could 
Jesus say he delighted to do God's w ill?
18. What points are particularly stressed in the counsel 
given to wives ?
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The key to this is found in the words ad­
dressed directly to the husband, the family 
head. This is interesting. It comes in the de­
tailed counsel given by Paul to both wives 
and husbands. We mention wives first, as 
both Paul and Peter do so when giving de­
tailed counsel. (Eph. 5:22-33; 1 Pet. 3:1-7) 
In each case they stress the need for wives 
to be in subjection to their husbands, even 
as without question the “congregation is in 
subjection to the Christ” in everything. 
This is manifested by the “ incorruptible 
apparel of the quiet and mild spirit.” This 
is essential to family unity. After all, in 
the case of the first human couple, was it 
not the wife who first went wrong and 
aimed the initial blow at family unity by 
her show of independence?—Eph. 5:24; 
1 Pet. 3:4.

19 But the key to the problem was not 
given to the wives. Laying the responsibili­
ty primarily on the husbands, Paul says to 
them: “Husbands, continue loving your 
wives, just as the Christ also loved the 
congregation and delivered up himself for 
it.” (Eph. 5:25) To fully appreciate and to 
learn how to apply this Christlike love in 
all its genuine warmth and purity and ex­
treme unselfishness is the work of a life­
time. It is a further reason for keeping in 
close touch with the Sacred Record with 
all its information on this subject. As the 
husband learns more and more how to 
manifest this love, so the wife, as part of 
her wifely subjection, learns how to re­
spond in the same key, and there is thus 
built up between them a unity that is a 
mutual source of strength and peace and 
great happiness. In turn, the children are 
reared in the same atmosphere and on the 
same principles, resulting in a happy, unit­
ed family that is a credit to the New World
19. What is the main responsibility laid on the hus­
bands, leading to what results?
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society and, above all, to Jehovah. The 
situation is very different, of course, in a 
divided household, but still the dedicated 
parent, either husband or wife, should aim 
for family unity in a way consistent with 
Bible principles, seeking God’s guidance 
and leaving the end results with him.

20 Now we turn our attention to the ap­
pointed servants in the congregation, who 
correspond to the joints in the human 
frame. What is sometimes difficult for 
these servants to realize is that unity and 
humility go hand in hand. Why difficult? 
Because the question of position comes in­
to the picture. The “anointed cherub” had 
a wonderful position “on the holy moun­
tain of God,” having oversight “ in Eden, 
the garden of God,” but he was not con­
tent. He schemed to go higher and, in Bab­
ylon’s time, to ‘make himself resemble the 
Most High.’ (Ezek. 28:13-15; Isa. 14:14) 
Jesus’ twelve disciples, when with him, 
were too ready to be concerned over the 
question of position, sometimes amounting 
to a “heated dispute,” even before being 
definitely given any position at all. How 
like human nature! Jesus told them they 
must ‘humble themselves like a young 
child.’ Sometimes a woman comes into the 
picture, as with the “mother of the sons 
of Zebedee,” who asked the Lord for spe­
cial positions for her sons. Thus it would 
seem appropriate that servants and their 
wives and all others should heed Peter’s 
counsel: “ AU of you gird yourselves with 
lowliness of mind toward one another, be­
cause God opposes the haughty ones, but 
he gives undeserved kindness to the hum­
ble ones.”—Luke 22:24; Matt. 18:1-4; 20: 
20-28; 1 Pet. 5:5; see John 13:14, 15.

21 Paul, too, gave excellent counsel to the
20. Why is it important for servants to ‘humble them­
selves like a young child,’ and because of what dangers?
21. How does Paul apply the illustration of planting 
and watering to servants ?
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ministerial servants and the congregation 
at Corinth, where there were “ jealousy 
and strife.” He reminds them that the most 
responsible servants who do work such as 
spiritual planting and watering, are simply 
nothing without God, who alone can really 
make a congregation, like a plant, grow 
and make increase. We cannot make any­
one see and believe the truth. It is only 
as ‘the Lord grants each one’ to become 
a believer and join 
the Christian ranks.
Stressing unity, he 
adds: “He that plants 
and he that waters 
are one.”  Why? Be­
cause it is all one 
operation; “we are 
God’s fellow workers.” That does not 
relieve us of personal responsibility, how­
ever, for “each person will receive his 
own reward according to his own labor.” 
—1 Cor. 3:3-9.

22 As we know from God’s Word, con­
firmed by fact and experience, the will and 
purpose of the Supreme One is bound to 
succeed. He promises success to the indi­
vidual who stays at unity with him by 
keeping close to his Word. (Ps. 1:1-3) He 
also promises success to the whole com­
pany of believers who are gathered in un­
ion with Christ at this “ full limit of the 
appointed times.” (Eph. 1:10) The fleshly 
nation of Israel preferred to take their own 
way in the spirit of independence, and Je­
hovah told them that his thoughts and 
ways were far higher and, in fact, quite 
different, from their own thoughts and 
ways. Israel failed Jehovah, but did that 
mean Jehovah’s purpose would fail? He 
gave the illustration of the rain and snow 
that descend from the heavens and do not 
return (as vapor) until first saturating the 
earth and making it produce ‘seed for the
22. (a) Why did Israel fail Jehovah, and what illustra­
tion did he give them? (b) How did Jehovah apply the 
illustration ?
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sower and bread for the eater.’ Applying 
the illustration, Jehovah says emphatical­
ly: “So my word that goes forth from my 
mouth will prove to be. It will not return 
to me without results, but it will certainly 
do that in which I have delighted, and it 
will have certain success in that for which 
I have sent it.” For what purpose had God 
sent forth his word, assured of “certain 
success” ? Speaking now of spiritual Israel, 

the Christian congre­
gation, together with 
their sheeplike com­
panions, the prophecy 
continues: “For with 
rejoicing you people 
will go forth, and 
with peace you will be 

brought in.” Then follows a delightfully 
descriptive scene in appealing, figurative 
language of the restored and prosperous 
paradise condition, spiritually speaking, of 
God’s dedicated people who are gathered 
in unity under his administration under 
Christ. “ It must become for Jehovah some­
thing famous, a sign to time indefinite that 
will not be cut off.”—Isa. 55:8-13.

23 What a contrast this is as compared 
with the conflicting scene of this modern 
world at cross-purposes with itself and its 
kingdoms divided among themselves. Jeho­
vah in this day has sent forth his Word and 
has kindly given us the understanding of it, 
the pure message of truth. By the riches of 
his undeserved kindness we will not fail 
him, but will fully accomplish our minis­
try in close unity with one another. As 
Jehovah foretold concerning our day: “ For 
then I shall give to peoples the change to 
a pure language, in order for them all to 
call upon the name of Jehovah, in order to 
serve him shoulder to shoulder.”—Zeph. 
3:9.
23. What comfort and encouragement has Jehovah given 
us for today ?
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W HAT does pleasing God mean to 
you? Are you one of many persons 

who say: “The religion of my parents is 
good enough for me,” or, “ I was bom in 
my religion and I’ll die in it” ? Or have you 
put off taking action in the matter of re­
ligion until you have made your position 
secure in the world, or done some things 
you want to do first? Perhaps you have 
wondered whether it is of any value to be 
pleasing to God, to be a friend of his. 
Whatever your position, your life is too 
valuable for you to assume any of these 
attitudes when there is ample information 
available to enable you to be sure as to 
what action to take, with the happiest, 
most beneficial outcome in view.

A realistic pattern for us can be found 
in the life account of the man Abraham, 
one of the relatively few men in history 
who became friends of God. A considera­
tion of the account will convince the hon­
est inquirer that there is nothing that any 
man could work for that would begin to 
compare in value with the friendship of 
God. But one who wishes to have this valu­
able friendship must be willing to take 
action to obtain it, for God is a God of 
activity and he requires active obedience 
on the part of those who would please him. 
—Jas. 2:23.

Abraham was the tenth generation after 
Noah, descending through Noah’s faithful 
son Shem. Nimrod, the grandson of Ham 
and the first king of ancient Babylon, did 
not prove to be, as his followers had hoped,

the seed promised in the garden of Eden 
who was to bruise the Great Serpent in the 
head. No, this seed was to come through 
the line of Shem, the only family line that 
is continued for generation after genera­
tion down through the books of the Bible, 
until it ends with the coming of the true 
Seed of God’s woman. This true seed proved 
to be the Son of Jehovah God.—Gen. 10:1; 
11:10-26; Luke 3:23-38.

The Bible account opens with Abraham 
(who was then called Abram) living with 
his father in Ur of the Chaldeans, a very 
ancient city located in southern Babylonia. 
It became the capital of Sumer. The peo­
ple of Sumer had many gods. But each city 
had its special god whom it considered to 
be its patron.—Gen. 11:28, 29.

Just as Marduk (Merodach) had come 
to be the god of the city of Babylon, so Sin 
was the city god of Ur. Sin was a moon- 
god, and was worshiped because the Bab­
ylonian year was a lunar year, making the 
moon very prominent in their calendar. He 
was considered to be the invisible lord of 
the city and its territory during peacetime 
and the leader of its army during wartime.

ABRAHAM ALOOF FROM BABYLONIAN RELIGION

Did this condition make Abraham’s sit­
uation comparable to our day? Yes, be­
cause, just as today, there were many gods 
and much religion of the false variety. 
Also, religion had much to do with politics 
—with the State, just as it has today. 
C. Leonard Woolley, in a book entitled
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“The Sumerians,” 1929 edition, pages 128, 
129, comments:

In considering the priesthood we have to 
remember that the Sumerian state was es­
sentially theocratic. The god of the city was 
in reality its king; the human ruler, patesi 
(governor) or king, was sim ply his repre­
sentative— the ‘tenant farmer* of the god. 
Civil and ecclesiastical offices were not 
clearly distinguished. The king or governor 
was him self a priest, in fact in the case of 
the patesi the religious aspect was the older 
and in early days the more im portant; . . . 
The deification of the Sumerian kings only 
carried to its logical conclusion the theory 
that they ruled in the nam e of god. Con­
versely the high priest of one of the larger 
temples was a person of great political 
importance and was often chosen from  the 
royal house. Church and State were so in­
extricably mingled that while the State has 
to be regarded as a theocracy the Church 
must in part at least be judged as a political 
institution and the state religion as a politi­
cal instrument.

It is likely, therefore, that Abraham’s 
father Terah participated in the city’s idol­
atry, inasmuch as Joshua 24:2 says to the 
Israelites: “ It was on the other side of the 
River [Euphrates] that your forefathers 
dwelt a long time ago, Terah the father of 
Abraham and the father of Nahor, and 
they used to serve other gods.”—See also 
verse 14.

Regardless of his father’s religious be­
lief, Abraham (bom 2018B.C.E.) displayed 
faith in the God of Shem, who was still 
alive. The Christian martyr Stephen tells 
us that Abraham was in Ur when Jehovah 
commanded him: “Go your way out of 
your country and from your relatives and 
from the house of your father to the coun­
try that I shall show you; and I shall make 
a great nation out of you . . . and all the 
families of the ground will certainly bless 
themselves by means of you.”—Gen. 12: 
1-3; Acts 7:2-4.

It was a long trip northward from Ur to 
Haran on the Belikh River, sixty miles 
from where it joins the Euphrates. There
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Terah died and Abraham, now seventy-five 
years old, crossed the Euphrates into the 
land where descendants of Canaan, the un­
cle of Nimrod, lived. The date of this cross­
ing was Nisan 14, 1943 B.C.E.— Gen. 12: 
4, 5; Ex. 12:40, 41.

ACTIVE IN SERVING GOD
Abraham was not inactive, but immedi­

ately began to call upon Jehovah and to 
declare his name to the inhabitants of that 
land. He and Lot, his orphaned nephew, 
whom childless Abraham had taken into 
the land with him, were cattle raisers. 
Finally they separated, Abraham, not 
materialistic, generously allowing Lot to 
choose the well-watered region in the Jor­
dan valley, a place fruitful “like the gar­
den of Jehovah.” In this region were the 
cities of the Plain, namely, Sodom, Go­
morrah, Admah, Zeboiim and Bela or Zoar. 
—Gen. 12:8; 13:5-13; 10:19; 14:2, 8.

Early during Abraham’s stay in the land 
he proved himself a decisive, active fighter 
for true worship. For the five Canaanite 
kings in the area where Lot had settled 
joined in rebellion against King Chedorlao- 
mer of Elam, a country east of Babylonia, 
who had held them in subjection for twelve 
years. In the fourteenth year, Chedorlao- 
mer came with three other kings, including 
Amraphel, king of Shinar, to fight in the 
Low Plain of Siddim, near Sodom. The five 
Canaanite kings were beaten and Abra­
ham’s nephew and fellow-worshiper Lot 
was picked up and taken back toward Shi­
nar or Babylonia.—Gen. 14:1-12.

Abraham was living in a place called 
Mamre, near Hebron. On being informed of 
Lot’s capture, Abraham, who had left Shi­
nar for good, certainly did not intend to 
let Lot be taken back if he could help it. 
So he mustered his 318 trained slaves and 
went in pursuit, accompanied by three con­
federates. This was no short pursuit of a 
few miles, but a long forced march up to
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Dan, more than a hundred miles north of 
Jerusalem and less than forty miles from 
Damascus. He was outnumbered, but with 
heavenly wisdom he divided his forces, de­
feated them and pursued them clear be­
yond Damascus, recovering all the goods 
and especially Lot his kinsman.—Gen. 14: 
13-16.

WORSHIPERS OF THE MOST HIGH GOD

Who was responsible for that victory? 
Genesis 14:18-20 tells us that, as Abraham 
marched back victorious toward Jerusalem, 
“Melchizedek king of Salem brought out 
bread and wine, and he was priest of the 
Most High God. Then he blessed him and 
said: ‘Blessed be Abram of the Most High 
God, Producer of heaven and earth; and 
blessed be the Most High God, who has de­
livered your oppressors into your hand!’ At 
that Abram gave him a tenth of every­
thing.”

So true worship had not been introduced 
into the land by Abraham, for here we find 
a very important worshiper of Jehovah 
already there, in fact, the first priest or 
cohen mentioned in the Bible, this one be­
ing a priest of the one living and true God, 
at the same time being a king, with ap­
pointment from the Most High God him­
self. He was king of Salem. According to 
ancient Jewish and Christian understand­
ing, Salem was the original part of what 
became Jerusalem. Thus at this ancient 
city Abraham met the cohen or priest of 
Jehovah sometime before 1933 B.C.E. 
—See Psalm 76:1, 2; 147:12.

Melchizedek was a descendant of the 
Flood-survivor Noah, a human worshiper 
of the Most High God, not a materialized 
angel. But the Bible does not plainly say 
that he was Noah’s son Shem, who was 
still alive. It purposely leaves out all infor­
mation as to his ancestry, his descendants 
and his death so that he might serve as a 
prophetic picture or type of the promised

Brooklyn, N .Y .

Seed of God’s woman, who becomes the 
everlasting High Priest of the Most High 
God, to give the sacrifice that results in 
eternal salvation for mankind.

The greatness of this man is described 
by the apostle Paul at Hebrews 6:20 to 
7:7, in which he says: “In being father­
less, motherless, without genealogy, having 
neither a beginning of days nor an end of 
life [in the written record], but having 
been made like the Son of God, he remains 
a priest perpetually. Behold, then, how 
great this man was . . .  the man [Melchize­
dek] who did not trace his genealogy from 
[the Levite priests] took tithes from Abra­
ham [from whom the Levites descended] 
and blessed him who had the promises 
[from Jehovah God]. Now without any 
dispute, the less is blessed by the greater.”

King David of Jerusalem wrote under in­
spiration showing that this coming one, 
who would be the greater High Priest like 
Melchizedek, would be a heavenly High 
Priest, when he said: “The utterance of 
Jehovah to my Lord is: ‘Sit at my right 
hand until I place your enemies as a stool 
for your feet.’ The rod of your strength 
Jehovah will send out of Zion,. . .  Jehovah 
has sworn (and he will feel no regret): 
‘You are a priest to time indefinite accord­
ing to the manner of Melchizedek!’ ”—Ps. 
110:1, 2, 4.

Melchizedek, king of this city that later 
became Jerusalem, proved to be against 
Babylon, for he blessed Abraham for hav­
ing routed and despoiled the king of Shinar 
and his allies. This proves that God’s ser­
vants from the beginning were enemies of 
Babylon, for not only did Abraham get out 
of Babylon at God’s call, but he also fought 
against the king of Babylonia (Shinar) 
when the need arose. Abraham attributed 
the victory to God in giving Melchizedek, 
God’s priest, a tenth of the spoils while 
refusing to take anything for himself.
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Differing from Nimrod, who opposed 
God and thereby caused his city of Bab­
ylon to be an enemy of God throughout its 
history, Abraham was blessed by Melchize- 
dek. This blessing, coupled with God’s 
promise recorded at Genesis 12:1-3, meant 
that the Seed of the woman would come 
through Abraham. He would have an off­
spring that would become a great nation, 
and it would be through this nation that 
the Seed of God’s woman would come.

THE PICTORIAL SEED OF THE WOMAN

Abraham, still childless at the age of 
ninety-nine years, was visited by an angel 
of God who was sent to tell him that by 
a miracle he would have a son by his true 
wife, Sarah, in the coming year. God’s cov­
enant of blessing was to pass on down to 
this one, who would be called Isaac, mean­
ing “Laughter.”—Gen. 17:19; 18:1-15.

The next morning God’s angels wiped 
out four of the wicked cities of the Plain. 
Lot had been moved out of Sodom in the 
nick of time by Jehovah’s angels, along 
with his wife and two daughters. Zoar was 
spared so that Lot could find safety there. 
On the way, Lot’s wife disobeyed the an­
gelic instructions and was destroyed.—Gen. 
19:12-26.

In connection with his loved son Isaac, 
Abraham was given a most taxing test of 
his faith. This was when God commanded 
him to take Isaac, who was then about 
twenty-five years old,* back toward Salem, 
not to see Melchizedek, but to offer his 
son Isaac in sacrifice back to the God who 
gave him. Abraham acted with works of 
faith and went to Mount Moriah to the 
north of Salem as directed. There he as 
good as offered up Isaac, his beloved son, 
in sacrifice. Abraham’s faith was such that 
he did not waver in carrying out God’s 
command. He knew that Isaac was to be

* Josephus puts Isaac’s age at twenty-five years.—See 
Antiquities of the Jews, Book 1, chapter 13, para­
graph 2.
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the one through whom the great nation 
should come and he was sure that God 
would fulfill his promise by resurrecting 
Isaac from the dead if necessary. Just as 
he was about to use his knife, Abraham’s 
attention was called by God’s angel to a 
ram caught in a thicket, which he was to 
use as a substitute for Isaac.

UNPARALLELED BLESSING FROM PLEASING GOD
Now, at the altar side, Jehovah God con­

firmed his promise to Abraham, making it 
clear that Isaac, the son of Abraham’s wife 
Sarah, was a picture of the Seed of God’s 
woman. He called out by his angel: “ ‘By 
myself I do swear,’ is the utterance of Je­
hovah, ‘that by reason of the fact that you 
have done this thing and you have not 
withheld your son, your only one, I shall 
surely bless you and I shall surely multiply 
your seed like the stars of the heavens . . .  
And by means of your seed all nations of 
the earth will certainly bless themselves 
due to the fact that you have listened to 
my voice.’ ”—Gen. 22:15-18; Heb. 11:17- 
19.

Though Abraham did not know it, God 
by him performed a drama of tremendous 
significance to us. This was summed up 
by Jesus Christ nineteen centuries later 
when he said: “God loved the world so 
much that he gave his only-begotten Son, 
in order that every one exercising faith in 
him might not be destroyed but have ever­
lasting life.” This Son of God, Jesus Christ, 
was the One foreshadowed by Abraham’s 
beloved son Isaac and by that male sheep 
that was offered up as Isaac’s substitute. 
The Son of God became indeed the Lamb 
of God for mankind’s salvation.— John 3: 
16; 1:29, 36.

How greatly Abraham was blessed for 
having acted on Jehovah’s invitation to 
come out of Babylonia! Jehovah’s cove­
nant of blessing was made sure to him.
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He died at the good old age of 175 years, 
with a surety of resurrection during the 
Kingdom reign of Jesus Christ, the Seed 
of the woman. Jehovah personally trans­
ferred the covenant to Isaac, then to Isaac’s 
son Jacob. Jacob had twelve sons, forming 
a foundation for that “great nation” of 
promise.—Gen. 26:1-5; 28:10-15; 29:1 to 
30:26; 35:16-20; Heb. 11:13-16.

Abraham furnishes for us a fine example 
of faith along with works—action in obe­
dience to that faith. He was not content to

worship the idol gods of his fathers. He 
shunned false religion and stuck to true 
worship. He did not seek security in Ur of 
the Chaldeans, a highly civilized city. He 
went out into a land of which he knew 
nothing and lived as a stranger, in tents. 
He turned down rich materialistic oppor­
tunities in Ur. Yet how happy and purpose­
ful his life was, and how fine a reward 
awaits him! If we wish God’s friendship 
we must follow the course of faithful 
Abraham.

GAINING STRENGTH BY MUTUAL ENCOURAGEMENT
A F T E R  a long and perilous journey and 

much delay, the prisoner Paul the apostle 
at last arrived in Rome. Before his enter­

ing it, however, the brothers from  Rome 
went out to m eet him, coming as far as the 
M arket Place of Appius and the Three Tav­
erns. “ Upon catching sight of them, Paul 
thanked God and took courage.”— Acts 28: 
11-15.

Yes, even the apostle Paul appreciated re­
ceiving encouragement from  his brothers, just 
as he had written them  years before: “For I 
am  longing to see you, that I m ay impart 
som e spiritual gift to you in order for you 
to be m ade firm ; or, rather, that there m ay be 
an interchange of encouragement among you, 
by each one through the other's faith, both 
yours and mine.”— Rom. 1 :11, 12.*

A  word of encouragement gives refresh­
ment, im parts confidence and gives strength 
— things we all so much need. W ithin we are 
beset with weaknesses that cause us to stum­
ble, and without we are surrounded by a hos­
tile world filled with all kinds of unrighteous­
ness and which is constantly putting pressure 
upon us.

Men of the world tear one another apart 
and have no compunction about causing oth­
ers distress. They m ay flatter for ulterior 
reasons, but flattery is not encouragement. 
Flattery is false, insincere or is excessive 
praise, meant to appeal to one’s vanity. How  
can it give true encouragem ent?— Prov. 28:23.

Jehovah God is forem ost when it comes to 
giving encouragement. By means of his sure

* For details see The Watchtower, July 15, 1963.

promises and his merciful dealings he im parts 
strength to his creatures.— Heb. 6:17-19; Ps. 
103:13, 14.

Second only to Jehovah God in giving en­
couragement was and is Jesus Christ. H e gave  
encouragement by his words, by his zealous 
activity and by his exam ple of unselfishness. 
(M att. 11: 28-30) His apostles were likewise 
encouraging. W h at encouragement Paul gave  
by means of his m any letters and his personal 
visits! And then there was Peter, who wrote 
his first letter “ to give encouragement.” This 
he did, am ong other things, by reminding his 
brothers of their hope, which hope gave them  
such strength that they were able to rejoice 
even in tribulation.— 1 Pet. 5 :1 2 .

A t times we m ay feel we need encourage­
ment and be disappointed because of not re­
ceiving it. But instead of looking to others for  
encouragement, why not, rather, be looking 
for opportunities to give encouragement to 
others, since there is more happiness in giving  
en cou ragem en t th an  in receiv in g  it?  And  
there are so m any ways in which we can do 
this. S in cere w ords o f com m en d ation  can  
mean much and so can warm  appreciation for  
a kindness shown. A  friendly smile, an act of 
kindness, or just one’s fellowship at times 
m ay give encouragement. Encouraging also 
are a zealous example, the im parting of some 
gem of truth, the relating of an experience 
enjoyed in the Christian ministry and the 
showing of concern for those who m ay be sick 
by a card or a personal visit.— Acts 20:35.

And what opportunities there are for giving  
encouragement in the fam ily circle! Husbands
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can be very encouraging to their wives by ex­
pressing appreciation fo r  their efforts to be 
good housekeepers and good cooks or for their 
part in the Christian m inistry. W ives can be 
very encouraging to their husbands by put­
ting spiritual interests first and by being loyal 
and submissive. N or would we overlook the 
obligation that parents have to be encourag­
ing to their children so that they do not be­
come downhearted.— Prov. 31 :28 ; Col. 3:21.

Even children can give encouragement to 
their parents. H ow  so? By expressing appre­
ciation for all that their parents provide for  
them, by listening and obeying when they are 
spoken to, by being willing workers, taking 
the initiative as they see things that need to 
be done.— Eph. 6:1-3.

But in particular does the overseer in each 
congregation have m any opportunities to im ­
part strength by giving encouragement, he

having so much greater influence by reason 
of his position. H e m ust be careful, therefore, 
not to drive the brothers beyond their ca­
pacity, not expecting too much from  them but 
sh ow in g  c on sid eratio n  fo r  th eir  in d ivid u al 
physical and m ental weaknesses and lim ita­
tions. H e will not consider him self as being 
above others but will m ake it easy fo r  others 
to come to him. H e can also give encourage­
m en t by sh ow in g  h is b ro th e rs how  to do 
things, by setting a fine exam ple of zealous 
service him self and by dealing m ercifully  
with erring ones, in mildness restoring them. 
— Gal. 6 :1 ; 1 Pet. 5 : 1-3.

Today JehovalTs people have a great work 
to do, and to perform  it faithfully requires 
strength. Much of the strength needed can be 
gained by im itating Jehovah God, Jesus Christ 
and the apostles in our giving encouragement 
to one another.

•  Could it be said that the angel of Revelation  
14:6 who had “everlasting good news to de­
clare” symbolizes the “ faithful and discreet 
slave” class? Also, what do the second and the 
third angels symbolize at Revelation 14:8, 9?  
— R. W ., U .S.A.

The three angels, discussed in The Watch- 
tower of October 1, 1963, in the article “ ‘Ever­
lasting Good N ew s’ for the ‘Tim e of the End’ ” 
do not symbolize the “ faithful and discreet 
slave,” the governing body, the W atch Tower 
Society or other visible overseers of God’s peo­
ple. Instead, all three giving their m essages 
would indicate that there is participation by 
angels in the preaching work. This is indicated, 
for example, regarding the first angel when, 
on page 590 of that Watchtower, it is said: 
“Since the year 1919 he, or the angelic organ­
ization that he symbolizes, has been seeing to 
it that this territory and its population are 
being reached with the glad tidings.” The 
preachers of the Kingdom  m essage on earth 
catch up the angelic pronouncements as record­
ed in the book of Revelation and herald these; 
they do so under angelic direction.

•  How are the rem nant of the anointed m em ­
bers of Christ’s body “caught away in clouds 
to meet the Lord in the air,” thus ‘always be­
ing with the Lord’ ?— 1 Thess. 4 :17 .

1 Thessalonians 4 :16 , 17 reads: “The Lord  
him self will descend from  heaven with a com­
manding call, with an archangel’s voice and 
with God’s trumpet, and those who are dead 
in union with Christ will rise first. Afterw ard  
we the living who are surviving will, together 
with them, be caught aw ay in clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air; and thus w e shall always 
be with the Lord.”

A t Christ’s second presence those of the 
anointed ones who had already died were to 
be resurrected first. Christ, in ‘descending from  
heaven,’ did not come down from  heaven lit­
erally and bodily, but he turned his attention 
to and extended his power toward the earth. 
(Compare Genesis 11 :5 , 7.) H e issued from  his 
throne a “commanding call, with an arch­
angel’s voice,” to his follow ers on earth. Christ 
Jesus is Michael the archangel, in charge of 
the holy angels at his presence. (M att. 25 :31 ; 
Rev. 12 :7) A s foretold at Daniel 12 :1 , 2, he 
was to stand up, and at that time m any asleep 
in the dust of the earth were to w ake up. A t  
Revelation 11 :7, 8, 12 we find a sim ilar picture, 
with God’s witnesses on the ground as dead 
being given the command by a loud voice out 
of heaven to “Com e on up here.” And they go 
up into heaven in the cloud.



416
So Christ, the archangel, uttered the loud 

command for his people to wake up out of 
the dust from the spiritually dead, sleeping 
condition they were in in 1918, in fear and 
captivity to Babylon the Great, and to become 
alive with activity, and this they did starting 
in 1919. This was accompanied by the sound 
of God’s “trumpet,” and so it takes place 
during the time of the trumpetlike proclama­
tion that the great King has taken his throne.

They were “caught away” by being “snatched 
away” or delivered from bondage to Babylon 
the Great and her political paramours and 
brought into a free theocratic organization un­
der the invisible Lord. A  similar illustration 
is found in the parable of the wheat and the 
weeds in which the wheat class are spoken of 
as being harvested; and at Luke 17:34, 35 they 
are said to be “taken along.” They are like 
those taken into the ark with Noah, and like 
Lot and his family, who were taken by the 
angels into a place of safety. They are sep­
arated from this world, taken to serve as wit­
nesses in the day of judgment for upholding 
the issue of Jehovah’s sovereignty.

Something in a cloud is invisible to human 
observers on earth, just as Christ was at his 
ascension when “a cloud caught him up from 
their vision.” (Acts 1:9) The remnant on earth
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are not invisible bodily, but certainly this posi­
tion into which they are brought during the 
time of Christ’s invisible presence is not at all 
seen or recognized by the world. This catching 
away of them takes place “together with 
them,” or during the same time period as the 
resurrection of the faithful followers of Christ 
who have already died.

To “meet the Lord in the air” would not 
mean for the surviving remnant on earth to 
go to heaven directly. For millenniums Satan 
the Devil has been “the ruler of the authority 
of the air, the spirit that now operates in the 
sons of disobedience.” (Eph. 2 :2) So ‘meeting 
the Lord in the air’ would mean their coming 
to know that the spirit Lord, Jesus Christ, is 
in authority in the air since ousting Satan from  
heaven, and their being brought into relation­
ship with him in this authoritative capacity, 
being at unity with him at God’s spiritual tem­
ple and doing God’s will, carrying out the 
work he wants done on the earth at this time. 
The anointed remnant are now in this condi­
tion and, remaining therein until they finish 
their earthly course in death, they will be 
resurrected out beyond our atmosphere to the 
actual presence of the Lord in heaven just as 
those faithful followers who preceded them 
have been, thus ‘always being with the Lord.’

SfieWATCHTOWER.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FIELD MINISTRY

All of Jehovah’s witnesses appreciate asso­
ciation with fellow Christians as they share 
in Jehovah’s service. It is strengthening and 
brings mutual encouragement. Besides that, 
their ministry is a source of encouragement to 
others who long for a knowledge of God’s 
Word. To aid such persons, during July Jeho­
vah’s witnesses will offer the 704-page book 
“Babylon the Great Has Fallen!” God’s King­
dom Rules!, along with a Bible-study booklet, 
on a contribution of 75c.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
August 2: Gathered in Unity for Ministerial 

Work. Page 396.
August 9: “Fully Accomplish Your Ministry.” 

Page 403.


