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Book? The Sacred Bible o f the H oly Scriptures, written by inspiration in 
the name of the Creator o f heaven and earth, the only living and true God.

The sacred, nonpolitical purpose of "The W atchtow er” is accordingly 
to encourage and promote study of the H oly Bible and to give our many 
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ID you know that 
th r o u g h o u t  th e  

world more than ten thou­
sand persons commit suicide 
every day? Multiply this by 
365 and the yearly figure is 
astounding. It is greater than 
the entire popu lation  o f 
many cities. What is leading 
so many people to such a 
desperate state of mind? Has 
life  becom e a purposeless 
vacuum for them? Have they 
lost all sense of obligation to 
themselves, to their fellow- 
man, to God w ho is th eir C reator?

It is recognized that having a purpose in 
life is essential to the well-being of man. 
Some have the purpose of doing good to 
others, treating them kindly and generally 
being helpful. Some make it their purpose 
in life to have a good time, enjoy them­
selves, engrossing themselves in pursuits 
of pleasure. Some view working toward 
the goal of financial security as their pur­
pose in life. Others center their life around 
their home and family. But judging from 
the lack of true happiness among people 
with such goals, it is evident that there is 
something defective about these goals as 
the main purpose for living. A loftier pur­
pose is needed. What loftier purpose is 
there than that which man’s Creator has 
set before man?

G od’s W ord, the Bible, 
shows that our true purpose 
in living should be the doing 
of his divine will. This is how 
the wise man Solomon stated 
it: “Fear the true God and 
keep his commandments. For 
this is the whole obligation 
of man.” (Eccl. 12:13) That 
the doing of God’s will is in­
deed the “whole obligation of 
man” is what Simon Peter, 
an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
wrote to the early Chris­
tians: “S ince C hrist suf­

fered in the flesh, you too arm yourselves 
with the same mental disposition; because 
the person that has suffered in the flesh 
has desisted from sins, to the end that he 
may live the remainder of his time in the 
flesh, no more for the desires of men, but 
for God’s will. For the time that has passed 
by is sufficient for you to have worked 
out the will of the nations when you pro­
ceeded in deeds of loose conduct, lusts, ex­
cesses w ith wine, revelries, drinking 
matches, and illegal idolatries.”—1 Pet. 4: 
1-3.

Since our purpose in living should be 
“no more for the desires of men, but for 
God’s will,” it is imperative that we learn 
what God’s will is. That is not something 
that can be determined simply by the con­
science of each individual, or by custom,
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or by what a “ Sunday-school” teacher 
says. Nor is God’s will always learned by 
parental training. God has provided for 
our instruction on his will through the 
pages of the inspired Bible, and wise per­
sons will make this Book their constant 
companion and guide.

Certainly the Bible shows that God’s 
will is that we should “ fear the true God,” 
Jehovah, rather than men. (Luke 12:4, 5) 
It shows that we should “keep his com­
mandments.” God’s commandments relate 
to our conduct and activity, which he re­
quires to be holy. In fact, the apostle Pe­
ter, at the beginning of his first letter, 
stressed being holy in all one’s conduct be­
cause this is the will of God: “As obedient 
children, quit being fashioned according 
to the desires you formerly had in your 
ignorance, but, in accord with the holy one 
who called you, do you also become holy 
yourselves in all your conduct, because it is 
written: ‘You must be holy, because I am 
holy.’ ” (1 Pet. 1:14-16) That means the 
divine will for man is a life set apart for 
living according to God’s holy standard of 
righteousness. So one who does God’s will 
cannot be running in the way of this un­
godly system of things. The time past in 
a person’s life when doing the will of the 
nations, Peter said, has been enough, too 
much, in fact; from the time he begins to 
pursue the right purpose in living he 
should buy out time and use it, together 
with his strength and energy formerly 
spent on doing the will of men, in doing 
God’s will.

Peter also said that one who wants to do 
God’s will must arm himself. With what? 
“The same mental disposition” that Jesus 
Christ had. What a protection that is 
against this ungodly system of things, 
against despondency, unhappiness and pur­
poseless living! To arm oneself with the 
mental disposition of Jesus Christ, one 
must learn about what Jesus taught—the
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kingdom of God. The one doing God’s will 
will put that kingdom foremost in his life, 
just as Jesus did, obeying his command­
ment: “Keep on, then, seeking first the 
kingdom and his righteousness, and all 
these other things [material needs] will 
be added to you.” (Matt. 6:33) Then we 
will embrace the sure hope of everlasting 
life  by means o f G od’s kingdom  and 
Christ’s ransom sacrifice, which he pro­
vided by laying down his perfect human 
life.

Part of the Christian’s purpose in living 
should be to teach God’s will to others; 
certainly that involves teaching others 
about the kingdom of God established in 
the heavens and how it will bring blessings 
to all obedient mankind. Yes, it is God’s 
will that all true Christians recommend to 
others God’s message of salvation by 
means of Jesus Christ through his heaven­
ly kingdom, which will make possible a 
righteous new order of things.

When Jesus Christ was on earth he 
stated his purpose in living this way: “For 
this I have come into the world, that I 
should bear witness to the truth.”  (John 
18:37) This was the purpose around which 
his activities were molded. He recommend­
ed God’s will to all with whom he came 
in contact who were humble and desirous 
of learning the right purpose in life. To 
live up to Jesus’ standard is not easy, but 
each individual has the responsibility to do 
what he can in praising God in such a way 
that others will learn God’s will. God is not 
unreasonable; he accepts our sincere ef­
forts to live up to his requirements.

So it is important to do all we can in 
carrying out the good purpose of ‘fearing 
the true God and keeping his command­
ments,’ living “no more for the desires of 
men, but for God’s will.” Then we will 
have the right purpose in living and be in 
line for a future of eternal happiness under 
God’s kingdom.
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W O U L D  
y o u 

perform an op­
eration on some­
one’s brain or heart if you had never 
studied medicine?

Even the thought of performing such a 
delicate operation involving human life 
without the needed knowledge of medicine 
no doubt shocks you. You know that sur­
gery requires the great skill that comes 
from accurate knowledge and training in 
this field. Only a person who had this ac­
curate knowledge and training would be 
in position to perform such an operation 
successfully.

It is not only in a technical field such as 
medicine that accurate knowledge is need­
ed. It is necessary even in making your 
daily living. For example, you could not 
very well get employment as a truck driver 
if you had never driven a truck and had 
no knowledge of traffic regulations. It re­
quires knowledge of the vehicle and knowl­
edge of the rules of the road to be a quali­
fied driver.

A housewife, too, needs knowledge. She 
has to have a knowledge of cooking before 
she can prepare an appetizing as well as 
nourishing meal that her family can enjoy. 
She needs to know how to care for her 
home and her children. The more accu­
rate her knowledge and the more practice 
she gets, the better the results will be.

Yes, to sustain and save life, to care for 
the necessary affairs of life, knowledge is 
needed.

WHAT ABOUT GOD?

You put much effort, then, into acquir­
ing the knowledge you need so you can en­
joy life and prolong it as long as possible. 
Yet there is something that can have an 
even more important effect on your life. 
Of it, too, you need possession. What is it? 
The accurate knowledge of God, his pur­
poses and his requirements. It is God’s 
will that is going to prevail on earth ulti­
mately, regardless of what men and na­
tions do. Says the inspired proverb: “Many 
are the plans in the heart of a man, but 
the counsel of Jehovah is what will stand.” 
(Prov. 19:21) Upon Jehovah God depend 
the life prospects of every person on earth. 
For those who love and serve him, he as­
sures life everlasting in a righteous new 
order.

In view of this, does it make sense to 
exert all your vital force in acquiring 
knowledge needed to sustain your present 
life for a brief seventy or eighty years, 
and at the same time ignore the far more 
important knowledge of God and of his 
provision for eternal life?

Life is a most precious possession. Even 
in this trouble-filled world you would rath­
er be alive than dead. So you do what you 
have to do in order to stay alive as long 
as possible. Yet if you are to have any fu­
ture at all beyond the normal life-span,
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it must of necessity be God who provides 
it. As the psalmist indicated: “With you 
[God] is the source of life.”—Ps. 36:9.

Men, with all their marvelous accom­
plishments to their credit, cannot keep you 
living indefinitely. But God can. And if you 
serve him faithfully, he will. His promise 
is: “My son, my law do not forget, and my 
commandments may your heart observe, 
because length of days and years of life 
and peace will be added to you.” (Prov. 3: 
1, 2) Just how enduring that will be is also 
shown in the Bible, at Psalm 37:29, which 
states: “The righteous themselves will pos­
sess the earth, and they will reside forever 
upon it.” This is Jehovah God’s grand 
promise, living forever in a trouble-free 
world, without any of the troubles that 
sorely distress and perplex humanity today.

In that glorious new order, right here on 
this earth it will be true that pain and 
grief so prevalent today will be things of 
the past. All earth will be transformed 
into a paradise. Man will grow to perfec­
tion of mind and body and will enjoy to the 
full the marvels of God’s creation, and that 
throughout eternity. “They will certainly 
build houses and have occupancy; and they 
will certainly plant vineyards and eat their 
fruitage. They will not build and someone 
else have occupancy; they will not plant 
and someone else do the eating. For like 
the days of a tree will the days of my peo­
ple be; and the work of their own hands 
my chosen ones will use to the full. They 
will not toil for nothing, nor will they 
bring to birth for disturbance; because 
they are the offspring made up of the cho­
sen ones of Jehovah, and their descendants 
with them. And it will actually occur that 
before they call out I myself shall answer; 
while they are yet speaking, I myself shall 
hear.”  (Isa. 65:21-24) No man or nation 
can promise such things and then fulfill 
such a promise, but God can and he does.

B r o o k l y n , N . Y .

Are not these divine provisions worth 
learning about? Could the pursuit of any 
other field of knowledge be more worth­
while?

It is just not logical to spend all your 
time and effort to acquire possessions that 
will not endure, and at the same time not 
spend any time or effort to obtain that 
which will endure forever. You are amused 
at the child who picks up two bright, shiny 
pennies instead of a soiled ten-cent piece, 
because this shows the child’s immaturity 
and lack of knowledge concerning the val­
ue of things. But are you showing a sound 
sense of values if you expend all your vital 
force in the pursuit of material posses­
sions, fleshly pleasures and knowledge of 
everything except what pertains to your 
relationship to God, the One on whom your 
very life depends?

This does not mean you can be uncon­
cerned about your daily life, for you must 
rightly provide its necessities. But if you 
love life, you will not be completely ab­
sorbed in acquiring these things at the ex­
pense of the more important things. Keep 
in mind the words of Jesus Christ, who 
said: “Even when a person has an abun­
dance his life does not result from the 
things he possesses.” (Luke 12:15) Jesus 
then gave force to this expression by tell­
ing of a rich man who thought he had life 
all figured out: “ [The rich man] said, ‘I 
will do this: I will tear down my store­
houses and build bigger ones, and there 
I will gather all my grain and all my good 
things; and I will say to my soul: “Soul, 
you have many good things laid up for 
many years; take your ease, eat, drink, en­
joy yourself.” ’ But God said to him, ‘Un­
reasonable one, this night they are de­
manding your soul from you. Who, then, 
is to have the things you stored up?’ So 
it goes with the man that lays up treasure 
for himself but is not rich toward God.” 
—Luke 12:18-21.
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No matter what you have, sooner or lat­

er you will be confronted with the hard 
fact that the grave awaits you. All the 
wealth, the knowledge, the skill and the 
energy you possess cannot be enjoyed in 
the grave. All effort and pleasure cease 
there: “As for the dead, they are con­
scious of nothing at a ll. .  . for there is no 
work nor devising nor knowledge nor wis­
dom in Sheol, the place to which you are 
going.”—Eccl. 9:5, 10.

Only God, who is the Creator, Sustainer 
and Giver of life, can provide an escape 
from the distressing prospect of death. The 
Bible shows how you can avail yourself of 
that provision.

WHAT IS NEEDED?

How can you build a life that will please 
God, one that will lead you to life in his 
promised Paradise? What must you do to 
gain favor with the Almighty?

The foundation for building the kind of 
life that pleases God is accurate knowledge. 
Just as you must have accurate knowledge 
of your employment so you can make a 
living, and as a doctor needs accurate 
knowledge to perform an operation that 
can save life, so you must have accurate 
knowledge of God to avail yourself of his 
provision of life.

Really, how can you expect to please 
God if you do not know what pleases him? 
How can you perform what he requires if 
you do not know what his requirements 
are?

‘Ah, but wait,’ you may say. ‘That is 
where my clergyman comes into the pic­
ture. He has that knowledge and takes 
care of those religious matters.’ But can a 
clergyman assume your responsibility to 
serve God? If a relative of yours is a 
skilled surgeon, that does not qualify you 
to be one. If your best friend is a skilled 
truck driver, does that qualify you to be
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one? Of course not. To qualify, you must 
study and acquire skill through experience.

You cannot take anybody’s word for it 
that you are pleasing God; no, not even 
the word of a clergyman. They have been 
wrong before, as were the Jewish clergy 
in Jesus’ day. The principle you must fol­
low in learning of God is this: “Each one 
will carry his own load.” (Gal. 6:5) While 
others can assist you, you are still respon­
sible to God for your own relationship to 
him. This cannot be shifted to another. If 
you want life in God’s righteous new order, 
you personally will have to learn and obey 
his commandments.

Hence, the first step in building a life 
that pleases God is to acquire accurate 
knowledge of him so you can be in posi­
tion to observe his commandments. Jesus 
said: “ If, though, you want to enter into 
life, observe the commandments continual­
ly.” (Matt. 19:17) Those commandments 
are contained in God’s Word, the Bible.

HAVING THE BIBLE NOT ENOUGH

A common response of many religious 
persons in this matter is, ‘I have my Bible 
and I read it.’ Yes, but do you draw the 
right conclusions from it? Also, does it 
serve as a guide for your life, or do you 
take from it what you want and discard 
what you might consider unpleasant?

Having and reading a Bible does not 
necessarily mean that you draw the cor­
rect conclusions from it or that you let it 
guide your life. As an example, consider 
the trinity doctrine taught by most of the 
religions of Christendom. Members of those 
religious organizations, though they may 
possess Bibles and read them to some ex­
tent, still believe that the heavenly Father, 
his Son Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit 
are all one God. They believe that when 
Jesus came to earth he was God Almighty 
in human form.
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But is this drawing the proper conclu­

sions from the Scriptures? Jesus said: “I 
and the Father are one.” (John 10:30) 
But that does not mean he is God, nor 
does it make reference to any so-called 
third person of the trinity. Did Jesus not 
explain in chapter 17 of the Gospel of John 
that this means oneness of purpose, unity? 
Read it in your own Bible. Can a father 
be the same as his son? Jesus is God’s Son. 
Even a child can understand that a father 
is greater than a son. Jesus himself said: 
“The Father is greater than I am.” (John 
14:28) But clergymen have so clouded this 
simple truth that some Bible readers do 
not believe it anymore. How simple it is 
for truly humble persons to draw the prop­
er conclusion about this doctrine from Je­
sus’ words: “ I do nothing of my own ini­
tiative; but just as the Father taught me 
I speak these things. And he that sent me 
is with me; he did not abandon me to 
myself, because I always do the things 
pleasing to him” ! (John 8:28, 29) The 
Christian apostle Paul drew the proper 
conclusion, because he later wrote: “The 
head of the Christ is God.” (1 Cor. 11:3) 
So while clergymen may teach that God, 
Christ, and the Holy Spirit are equal, all 
one God, the simple truth concerning it is 
that they are not, that Christ is God’s Son 
and inferior to him, and that the holy spir­
it is God’s active force, hence subordinate 
to him.

But just why do well-educated clergy­
men fail to understand and teach these 
plain Bible truths? Because they prefer the 
traditions and philosophies of men to the
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written Word of God. And when a person 
rejects the Word of Jehovah, what wis­
dom does he have? Surely not Godly wis­
dom, because he does not have the spirit 
of Jehovah God. Rather, Satan the Devil, 
the “god of this system of things,” blinds 
his mind, that “the glorious good news 
about the Christ, who is [not God, but] 
the im age o f God, m ight n ot shine 
through.”—2 Cor. 4:4; Col. 2:8; Jer. 8:9.

There is a great danger, then, in draw­
ing wrong conclusions from the Bible or 
letting someone else draw them for you. 
Trying to please God without personally 
taking in accurate knowledge from his 
Word is like taking a long journey in the 
dark of night without a road map and 
without a light. It is like tossing a coin to 
decide which turn to take each time you 
come to an intersection. You soon get lost.

There are many roads, but only one 
leads to life. The Bible points out that one 
“road leading off into life.”  (Matt. 7:14) 
As you travel that road to life, the accu­
rate knowledge from God’s Word will en­
able you to “ make sure of all things.” 
(1 Thess. 5:21) In this dark world it will 
serve as a lamp to your foot, and a light to 
your roadway. (Ps. 119:105) Accurate 
knowledge of God leads past the coming 
dead end of this system of things. It leads 
to life in God’s promised new order, now 
near at hand. Jehovah’s witnesses will be 
pleased to help you to obtain this vital 
knowledge from your Bible by studying the 
Bible with you in your own home for an 
hour each week, at your convenience and 
free of charge.
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time of Paul’s visit indicated in the Bible.



"Relating them even to the generation 
to come, the praises of Jehovah 
and his strength and his wonderful 
things that he has done."— Ps. 78:4.

THE power and privilege of bringing 
children into existence are granted 

by Jehovah God, the Source of life and the 
Creator of everything in heaven and on 
earth, (Ps. 36:9) Imperfect humans who 
exercise this power do so by his unde­
served kindness. They having availed 
themselves of the privilege, a weighty re­
sponsibility comes upon them. Parents are 
entrusted with the job of imparting to 
their offspring the true meaning and pur­
pose of life. To pass on to children physical 
life without spiritual life indicates a fail­
ure of duty. Even animals pass on physical 
life to their offspring. But from humans, 
made in God’s image and endowed with 
the power of reason, better things are ex­
pected. In his written Word, the Holy Bi­
ble, Jehovah has recorded his purpose in 
creating all the marvels of his universe, in­
cluding man. That purpose is that they all 
should laud him, reflect his matchless 
creatorship, and demonstrate that his prin­
ciples for governing the whole universe are 
of the highest practical value, directing 
man in the only right way of life.—Ps. 
145:10.

2 Creatures who fail to render honor and 
praise to the Creator with even the very 
limited life they now enjoy are in fact mis­
using and abusing a precious gift from 
God. They are no better than the foolish 
one who says in his heart: “There is no 
Jehovah.” (Ps. 14:1) Together they ignore 
and deny the existence of the Creator, and 
so idiotically deny their own existence, 
for how can there be creatures without a 
creator? Such godless ones have nothing 
to pass on to their children beyond what 
the animal passes on to its young. If they 
themselves do not know and appreciate 
why they were given life, how can they 
pass this information on to the next gen­
eration? And how can their children attain 
to the greatest measure of happiness and 
usefulness in life if denied the heritage Je­
hovah intended for them, a heritage of 
heavenly wisdom?

3 Happily in every generation there have 
been those who did appreciate this respon­
sibility, and who have faithfully passed on 
to the next succeeding generation their 
knowledge of the majesty and praise­
worthiness of the Most High God. In doing 
so they have ranged themselves alongside 
such grand examples of parenthood as 
Noah, Abraham, Jacob and a host of oth­
ers. Noah, for his part, trained and in-

1. What responsibility comes upon those who exercise 
the God-given power of procreation, and what is the 
extent of this responsibility?

2. Why do some parents fail to pass on vital knowledge 
to their offspring, and therefore how, justly, could 
they be appraised ?
3. (a) Parents like Noah, Abraham, Jacob and others 
exemplified what? (b) Why did Jehovah become ac­
quainted with Abraham ?
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structed his boys so well that during criti­
cal times they stood courageously by him 
and survived as members of a godly house­
hold. (Heb. 11:7) Jehovah informs us why 
he made himself acquainted with Abra­
ham in these words: “I have become ac­
quainted with him in order that he may 
command his sons and his household after 
him so that they shall keep Jehovah’s way 
to do righteousness and judgment.” (Gen. 
18:19) Today each parent who claims to 
have friendship with Jehovah God must, 
like Noah and Abraham, prove true to the 
purpose of this valued relationship.

4 Some parents have mistakenly con­
cluded, however, that it would be easier to 
wait until the child reaches physical ma­
turity before trying to impart to him the 
instructions of the Creator. Already over 
130 years ago some professed Christians 
were advancing the idea that “children 
ought not to be taught religion, for fear 
of having their minds biased to some par­
ticular creed; but they should be left to 
themselves, till they are capable of making 
a choice,—and, choose to make one.” (Ad­
am Clarke’s Commentary, on Deut. 6:6-9) 
God’s Word, on the other hand, instructs 
parents to “train up a boy according to the 
way for him; even when he grows old he 
will not turn aside from it.” (Prov. 22:6) 
The real-life examples of young Josiah and 
young Timothy bear out the practicability 
of accepting divine guidance in this as in 
all other matters. (2 Chron. 34:1; 2 Tim. 
3:15) Most parents have chosen to follow 
human wisdom, and this, in turn, has pro­
duced today’s bumper crop of youthful 
delinquents.

5 The plight of those who depart from 
the way of heavenly wisdom is indicated 
by these expressions by a professor of psy­
chology reported in The Telegram, Toron-
4. What erroneous reasoning have many parents fol­
lowed? How do we know they are gravely mistaken?
5. (a) On this subject, where does worldly wisdom 
lead us? (b) What does heavenly wisdom dictate?
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to, December 11,1952: “The constant and 
unquestioned authority of the family head 
is a thing of the past. It just doesn’t fit 
now. In the old days a chain of command 
was necessary. Survival depended on work­
ing together, sowing the seed and harvest­
ing the crop. The father, or headman, de­
manded authority and got it. Now when 
authority is exercised, even rarely, it is re­
sented. It’s just a new pattern which has 
developed. We’re not sure where we are, 
but we’ll find a way out.” Parents, you do 
not need to end up in a fog like that! Fail­
ure to wield the rod of parental authority 
means abdication of your God-ordained po­
sition in the household and opens the door 
to anarchy. God’s instruction on the sub­
ject is clear: “Chastise your son while 
there exists hope.” “The rod and reproof 
are what give wisdom; but a boy let on 
the loose will be causing his mother shame. 
Chastise your son and he will bring you 
rest and give much pleasure to your soul.” 
—Prov. 19:18; 29:15, 17.

6 Do not delay telling the new generation 
those vital things they must know. Before 
he reaches adulthood your child should be 
so imbued with true knowledge that he 
will be able to stand up to crucial tests of 
his faith applied by a hostile world. You 
have no time to lose. Recent history pro­
vided the spectacle of grown men being 
brainwashed and transformed into putty in 
the hands of their captors simply because 
they had never been given any real foun­
dation for faith. A few years of teaching, 
therefore, will not suffice. A progressive 
program of training is called for, one that 
will mold your child’s life from infancy 
right through to adulthood.

PROGRESSIVELY TELLING

7 As soon as an infant opens its eyes and
6. Why is there no time to lose, and what must be 
determined upon?
7. When should the training of children commence? 
Explain.
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ears on the world it begins to record im­
pressions. What kind of things does it 
hear? Loud, harsh talk, quarreling, confu­
sion? Or quiet, kind, dignified speech and 
action? What kind of impressions are you 
parents making on the sensitive record of 
your child’s mind? As he later learns to 
speak and express himself, are you avail­
ing yourselves of the wonderful opportu­
nities to begin shaping the young intellect? 
At home mother could go through some 
helpful Bible aid with the child, such as 
From Paradise Lost to Paradise 

explaining its many illustrations and em­
phasizing that whether people are good or 
bad is determined by their obeying and 
pleasing God or disobeying and displeasing 
him. Then when father comes home from 
work the child can be invited to repeat 
what he has learned, and father will give 
encouragement by showing keen interest 
in his progress. To engage in such benefi­
cial training only when you feel like it will 
produce but mediocre results. Make it part 
of your family schedule and experience the 
joy of seeing the first roots of divine truth 
taking firm hold in the soil of your child’s 
mind.

8 Later on as the youngster is exposed to 
playing and schooling with other children 
he will come in contact with bad thinking 
and wrong attitudes. Now, as you apply 
discipline, his good and bad actions can be 
related to the events of inspired history 
with which you have already familiarized 
him. Parental reproofs and commendations 
will thus become more meaningful and 
authoritative. As the child becomes more 
and more aware of cause and effect, emo­
tions and attitudes, how very careful you 
parents must be to maintain fine conduct 
in all family relationships! One exchange 
of hot words between you, one bout of not
8. (a) What advantage is there in a progressive pro­
gram of training? (b) Outline some of the things 
parents must keep in mind as they follow such a 
program.
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talking, can easily at this stage spoil many 
weeks of patient training. The child ex­
pects his parents to live and act in har­
mony with the good Scriptural teaching 
they are passing on to him. Besides, he is 
now at the point where he will want to 
reenact scenes and conversations for his 
own amusement and self-education. Will he 
have excellent material to work upon? 
That depends on how well Mum and Dad 
are behaving themselves. He will also have 
plenty of questions. What will you parents 
do about that? If you show impatience, 
stifle his curiosity, then he is likely to go 
elsewhere for his answers, and most likely 
answers based on worldly wisdom. (Jas. 
3:15) Why not take time to answer his 
serious questions, being sure to tie in your 
answers to the source of all true wisdom 
—Jehovah God. (1 Cor. 2:6-10) Take time 
to satisfy your child with knowledge and 
understanding, for thereby he can become 
truly beautiful in Jehovah’s sight.—Prov. 
4:7,8.

9 Comes the early teen-age period. A vi­
tal time indeed, for now son and daughter 
become self-assertive. They have to asso­
ciate with many other children who lack 
any kind of parental control. Soon your 
child wants to have his own way also. This 
is when the rod of authority, literal and 
figurative, must surely be brought into 
play, though always administered with em­
pathy and in love. (Prov. 23:13, 14) Nor 
is it enough to say to the youngster who 
asks why he has to follow a prescribed 
course, “Never mind, I am asking you to 
do just as I say.” Is that how Jehovah deals 
with his earthly children? No, for by his 
written Word he ‘sets things straight’ so 
that we know the reason back of the re­
quirement. (Isa. 1:18) And it is always a 
good reason. Also, you must explain to 
your child that what looks like genuine
9. Explain the discipline that should be applied es­
pecially from the early teen years forward.
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freedom enjoyed by other children is, in 
fact, lack of control based upon ignorance 
of Jehovah’s requirements for families.

10 Teen-age boys and girls imagine they 
have already reached manhood and wom­
anhood, and they keep trying to prove it. 
A little worldly knowledge gained at school 
goes to their heads like a draught of strong 
wine. What steadying influence are you 
going to bring to bear on this situation? 
Your preschool training of them should 
properly have impressed them with the 
fact that there is only one source of true 
knowledge. (Ps. 94:10) Now as they eager­
ly lap up the information presented to 
them in school, continually remind them 
that their study courses in history, religion 
and science will be dictated and slanted by 
nationalism, sectarianism and evolution­
ism. Explain why. You must get this mes­
sage across to them, for upon this depends 
your continuing to be a respected authori­
ty in their lives. Most children, unfortified 
by true knowledge at this stage, quickly 
conclude that th eir parents are old- 
fashioned and out of step with modern 
learning.

11 As the late teen years are reached one 
of the most deadly foes to your child’s fu­
ture with which you will have to do battle 
is the desire for popularity. You will surely 
require “power beyond what is normal” to 
wage this fight successfully. That extra 
power you must obtain from Jehovah 
through prayer and through upbuilding as­
sociation with others of his true worship­
ers. (2 Cor. 4:7) How legitimate this de­
sire for popularity deceitfully appears to 
be! Yet it breeds the love of money, all 
kinds of excesses, and draws people into 
the social whirlpool of this world that can 
eventually land them in a cesspool of vice.
10. How must parents meet the situation posed when 
worldly knowledge is being planted in the children’s 
minds? Explain why.
11. Why is the desire for popularity a deadly foe, 
and how can It be combated successfully ?
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Whether popularity is sought through 
sports, dress, sex, social or business suc­
cess, or in any other field, it takes posses­
sion of the mind and crowds out all that 
is good and spiritually healthful. (1 Tim. 
6:9, 10) Be on the alert for the early, 
stealthy advances upon your child from 
this quarter. Read over and discuss with 
him frequently the eleventh chapter of 
Hebrews, underlining the points that those 
men of approved faith were unpopular, 
they were persecuted, and yet in Jehovah’s 
view “the world was not worthy of them.” 
(Heb. 11:38) Teach your child to seek, 
above all else, favor with God.

12 Sex is a major problem at this stage 
of your child’s life. Many parents fail, 
through an exaggerated sense of delicacy, 
to inform their children properly on this 
subject, and then wonder why the young 
folk get mixed up in shameful immorali­
ties. Note how tastefully, yet adequately, 
the Bible discusses this matter. Using a 
private, family-owned cistern as represent­
ing a woman with her ability to give sex­
ual refreshment to her husbandly owner, 
the words of Proverbs 5:15-19 are most 
expressive: “Drink water out of your own 
cistern, and tricklings out of the midst of 
your own well. Should your springs be 
scattered out of doors, your streams of wa­
ter in the public squares themselves? Let 
them prove to be for you alone, and not 
for strangers with you. Let your water 
source prove to be blessed, and rejoice with 
the wife of your youth, a lovable hind and 
a charming mountain goat.” A mere youth 
can be taught that the expression “your 
own cistern” signifies a wife of legal own­
ership by marriage, and that anyone par­
taking of marriage privileges while still 
unmarried is in fact no better than a com­
mon thief. Aptly, then, the harlot’s words
12. (a) Is sex education of children important? Why? 
(b) How can it be carried out effectively?
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of enticement to the inexperienced young 
man are expressed at Proverbs 9:17: 
“Stolen waters themselves are sweet, and 
bread eaten in secrecy—it is pleasant.” Ap­
propriately, too, the Bible lists fornicators, 
adulterers, thieves and extortioners as, all 
alike, unworthy of an inheritance in the 
new system of things under God’s king­
dom.—1 Cor. 6:9,10.

13 The sex-consciousness of youth needs 
to be balanced also by sobering facts about 
the lurking diseases related to loose sex 
associations that are rife in the world to­
day. Statistics can be produced to show 
how syphilis and other social scourges are 
on the increase. Pull no punches in ex­
plaining their dread, painful and often fa­
tal effects. At the same time give proper 
supervision to your child’s companion­
ships with those of the 
opposite sex. Do not 
count too heavily on 
their self-control and 
in tegrity . The sex 
drive is a most power­
fu l force. To grant 
youth the opportuni­
ties for putting it to 
the test while yet they 
have not learned the 
rights and responsibil­
ities connected with 
it is like perm itting 
him to drive a high- 
powered car on a busy 
highway without bothering to give him 
proper instruction on driving and on other 
people’s rights. It matters not that this 
“smart” world views sex promiscuity with 
the utmost of tolerance. We must keep re­
minding ourselves and our children that it 
is God’s favor and life that we are seeking, 
not the world’s favor and death.

13. Explain how youth can be given the proper balance 
on the subject of sex.
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BECOMING ACQUAINTED

14 If your child is to be guarded against 
finding his own questionable companion­
ships and ways of occupying idle time, 
something must be substituted. As Jeho­
vah made himself acquainted with Abra­
ham, why not make yourself acquainted 
with your children, and for the same lov­
ing purpose? This cannot be achieved by 
being isolated dwellers in the same home. 
There has to be a genuine sharing of lives. 
Start children early sharing with you the 
work and pleasure of maintaining a clean, 
comfortable home. In this way father and 
mother will have more leisure time to 
share with their family profitably. Imagi­
natively plan ways and means of keeping 
the family together even in hours of re­
laxation. Group research into history, nat­

ural history, geogra­
phy, archaeology and 
many other fields can 
be organized. This can 
be done with the help 
of select books from 
the pu blic lib rary , 
tours of museums and 
other places of edu­
cational interest, and 
outings for firsthand 
glimpses of creation’s 
marvels. By means of 
a projector you may 
use film or slides right 
at hom e to provide

your own and your neighbors’ children 
with a combination of pleasure and educa­
tion. The extent to which you are pre­
pared to go in competing with worldlings 
for the companionship of your growing 
child will be the true measure of your love 
for him.

15 Even while becoming a companion to
14. (a) What will guard your child against evil com­
panionships? (b) How will you demonstrate genuine 
love for your child ?
15. While being a companion to your children, what 
must you guard against, and why?
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your child you must also see to it that 
he does not become overfamiliar and dis­
respectful. Your respect for Jehovah in 
everything you say and do will, in turn, 
command your child’s respect for you. 
You must always show yourself firm for 
right principles. Never be inconsistent in 
your dealings. When you say Yes, then you 
should mean just that; and when you say 
No, that should be final. How frequently 
one sees some cute, smooth-talking young­
ster cajoling his parents into letting him 
have his own way! To take the course of 
least resistance here, either by letting him 
have his way or by letting him get away 
with even a minor disobedience, is really 
teaching him to disobey. What a great re­
sponsibility for his later life this must 
bring upon you!

PLANNING HIS FUTURE

16 Plans for the future of your child 
would be vain if they failed to take into 
account the main purpose of your train­
ing, namely, to impress upon the young 
mind the vitalness of knowing God and 
living according to his requirements. So at 
a tender age he should be directed toward 
a life of greatest usefulness. Point to the 
prophets as men who devoted their lives 
to the teaching of heavenly wisdom. Ex­
plain how the brave and fearless warriors 
of the Bible were patterns of the bold, 
spiritual warriors of today who, without 
carnal weapons, are able to put enemies to 
flight, pull down strongholds of error, and 
bring emancipation to multitudes of en­
slaved peoples. (2 Cor. 10:4-6) Open up to 
your child’s vision wide vistas of opportu­
nity in the service of God’s kingdom. Aid 
him to grasp the truth that all secular ac­
tivities, without exception, are at best only 
useful as they provide more time and 
means to expend in the grand work of
16. How can your child be directed toward a happy and 
successful future?
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spreading knowledge of Jehovah’s mar­
velous works and future purposes.

17 Good speech is one of the basics for a 
successful future. To be able to speak well 
means to speak clearly, to speak gracious­
ly, to speak respectfully, and, above all, to 
speak the truth. Teaching your child to 
express himself well should have many 
good effects. You cannot help a youth who 
will not talk about his troubles. Suppres­
sion of young ideas and views could pro­
duce introverts who will be more concerned 
about their own selfish little world than 
about the family and the many truth- 
hungry people all around. (Prov. 18:1) 
For best results in warmth and loving co­
operation there must be confidential talk 
in the family. (Prov. 15:22) If you are al­
ways approachable, reasonable and con­
versational with your child, there is less 
likelihood of some seed of error taking root 
in his mind without your being aware of 
the danger. (Heb. 12:15) Teaching good 
speech also requires the teacher himself to 
make sure that he is giving a good exam­
ple. The power of good speech on a good 
subject is described in the Bible as healing 
and refreshing to the listener. (Prov. 15: 
23; Ps. 107:20) Your child can be equipped 
to give comfort and hope to multitudes of 
needy ones in this selfish, heartless system 
of things.

18 In discharging this parental obligation 
to tell “ the generation to come” about Je­
hovah’s wonderful works, you are not alone. 
There are other parents who see this as 
their God-given work. They not only teach 
the children at home but also take them 
along to a Kingdom Hall or to some cen­
trally located home where several families 
assemble for an hour at a set time each 
week to study the Bible and strengthen
17. Explain the relationship between teaching your 
child good speech and his successful future.
18. How can parents find support in their earnest ef­
forts to tell “ the generation to come” ?
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one another’s faith and hope in God’s prom­
ised New Order. If there is no such meet­
ing place in the immediate neighborhood, 
why not organize a study group right in 
your own home where interested persons 
could come together for consideration of 
the Bible? This magazine could be used as 
study material, and would surely help one 
and all to find the treasures of knowledge 
stored up in God’s Word for this very day 
in which we live. Your family would be 
greatly benefited by such wholesome as­
sociation.

19 parents, Jehovah has given you a 
marvelous inheritance— children, together 
with the responsibility of molding and 
training them for an everlasting and suc­
cessful future. Why not enter fully into 
your parental career? For one who has a 
family, no other is to be compared with it. 
Do not permit the incidental matters of 
life, your job, your standing in the com­
munity, your quest for personal relaxation, 
to push this career into the background.
19. To ensure success in their God-given career, what 
should parents guard against, and what prospect lies 
beyond their faithful discharge of duty?

That your children should observe the op­
eration of a practical faith in your life, and 
ask questions about it, and that you, in 
turn, should be able to explain to your 
children the basis of your faith, is made 
clear at Deuteronomy 6:20-25: “ In case 
your son should ask you in a future day, 
saying, “What do the testimonies and the 
regulations and the judicial decisions mean 
that Jehovah our God has commanded 
you?’ then you must say to your son, 
*. . . Jehovah commanded us to carry out 
all these regulations, to fear Jehovah our 
God for our good always, that we might 
keep alive as at this day.’ ” Progressively 
train your child through the successive 
stages of his minority. Do a thorough job, 
and when he reaches adulthood he will not 
turn away, but will still be ranged along­
side you, his parents, in the service of the 
grand Creator. Equip your child with 
knowledge and appreciation of Jehovah’s 
power, his wonderful works and his never- 
failing purpose. By word and example keep 
telling these things forth to “ the genera­
tion to come.”

"M y  son, to my wisdom O  do pay attention. To my discernment 
incline your ears, so as to guard thinking abilities; and may 
your own lips safeguard knowledge itself."— Prov. 5: 1, 2.

SAVED ̂
£“ VTOU young men and women liv- 

Y ing at this time in history are 
offered opportunities unequaled in the 
past and never to be repeated in the 
future. This is not because the atomic _
age has brought us to the threshold of
a new era, nor because the current gains vast new fields for progress. Indeed, all 
in scientific knowledge have opened up these discoveries appear to be hurrying
-------  this world toward catastrophe of man’s
ior'youth?6 these ^  the tlme °f grandest opportunity own making. What makes these the grand-
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est of times in which to be alive with 
all the vigor and promise of youth is that 
there is now imminent a vaster change in 
man’s way of life than that resulting from 
the deluge of Noah’s day. That great trans­
formation of earthly conditions, however, 
will not come about without first our 
earth’s experiencing “ great tribulation 
such as has not occurred since the world’s 
beginning until now.” (Matt. 24:21) Hap­
py will those be who survive that tribula­
tion and live to enjoy the peace and hap­
piness that will replace the present chaotic 
way of life.

2 You young people may wonder why it 
is that the adult world does not get excited 
about this matter, and why everyone just 
goes his selfish way and pays no attention. 
The answer, according to Jesus’ words at 
Matthew 24:38, 39, is: “For as they were 
in those days before the flood, eating and 
drinking, men marrying and women being 
given in marriage, until the day that 
Noah entered into the ark; and they 
no note until the flood came and swept 
them all away, so the presence of the Son 
of man will be.” In the same Bible chap­
ter you will find how Jesus foretold a se­
ries of most unusual happenings that 
would take place in swift succession, and 
that would herald the approach of this 
radical change in earthly conditions. Re­
ferring to those who would witness the 
beginning of those strange events, he add­
ed: “This generation will by no means pass 
away until all these things occur.”  (Verse 
34) Since A.D. 1914 the generation of your 
grandparents has witnessed these things 
taking place. The majority have paid no 
attention. How about you? Will you take 
note? It is still not too late, and your ever­
lasting future depends upon your doing so.
2. Explain the worldwide indifference to the significance 
of these times. Why is there an urgent need to take 
note?
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3 One thing that should not escape your 
notice about the survivors of that first glob­
al calamity—they were a family. Had the 
youths of Noah’s household been more con­
cerned about running with the crowd in 
their own age-group and having a fling at 
life than about heeding their father and 
working and building with the family, 
would they have survived? Certainly not. 
They would have perished with that un­
heeding generation of scoffers. Today you 
are confronted with the same situation and 
the same choice. If you choose the course 
of least resistance now and go along with 
this crooked world and its ways, then in 
company with this whole doomed system 
of things you will find yourself up against 
the irresistible forces of God’s Armaged­
don punishment of destruction. If, on the 
other hand, you choose to get saved from 
this wicked system of things through God’s 
merciful provision, then you must be pre­
pared to make a great change in your life, 
your thinking and your attitudes.

* Let us face it. This world has nothing 
good to offer you. Those who have gained 
the most of what it has to offer are among 
the most unhappy, selfish and burdened 
people of all. Note how accurately the Bi­
ble appraises this world: “Everything in 
the world—the desire of the flesh and the 
desire of the eyes and the showy display 
of one’s means of life—does not originate 
with the Father, but originates with the 
world. Furthermore, the world is passing 
away and so is its desire, but he that does 
the will of God remains forever.” (1 John 
2:16, 17) So it is wise counsel that the 
apostle Paul offers when he writes: “Quit 
being fashioned after this system of things, 
but be transformed by making your mind 
over.” (Rom. 12:2) Whether you realize it
3. (a) Show how the situation in Noah's day now also 
confronts the youth of today, (b) What responsibility 
does it place on youth?
4. Why is it wise for youth not to conform to this 
world’s practices, thinking, standards?
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or not this system of things is molding or 
fashioning you to suit its selfish purposes. 
To be transformed means getting a whole 
new outlook on life, and you can do this 
by getting God’s thoughts that are re­
corded in the Bible for your benefit.

s ‘Let us eat, drink and be merry, with­
out any serious thought about the past or 
the future,’ seems to have been the policy 
of those people before the Flood. Is it any 
different today? Look around your own 
circle of acquaintances and observe for 
yourself. The desires of the flesh are up­
permost in mind. One night’s empty, ef­
fervescent hilarity is not concluded before 
the question is arising, What shall we do 
tomorrow night? There is the never-ending 
quest for thrills and “ kicks.” Popularity 
with the crowd is the main objective. 
Everyone seems to be busy trying to prove 
he is as good as everyone else. Rebellion 
against parental authority leads to other 
types of lawlessness. Statistics point to a 
continuing increase in juvenile crime. Com­
plete disregard for the rights, the happi­
ness, the well-being of others character­
izes the attitude of today’s youth.

8 Add to the foregoing the loose and im­
moral conduct that is prevalent in teen-age 
circles. The many passion-arousing prac­
tices of worldly youth such as heavy pet­
ting, overfamiliarity between persons of 
opposite sex, inordinate drinking, wearing 
of clothing that is admittedly designed to 
excite, the abuse of sex functions whose 
uses are limited by God’s law to married 
persons—all these things mark this gen­
eration as one that has its mind on flesh 
and on material things, with no time for 
sober thought on such questions as, Why 
were we given life in the first place? and 
what is to be our destiny? If you are in
5. Are the attitudes of worldly youth today any dif­
ferent from those popular before the Flood ?
6. (a) How does modern teen-age conduct show that 
this generation is “ in accord with the flesh"? (b) What 
urgent course is therefore advisable?
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harmony with or sympathetic toward any 
of these unclean practices, then you should 
take note of the following very plain words: 
“For those who are in accord with the 
flesh set their minds on the things of the 
flesh . . . For the minding of the flesh 
means death, but the minding of the spirit 
means life and peace; because the minding 
of the flesh means enmity with God, for it 
is not under subjection to the law of God, 
nor, in fact, can it be. So those who are 
in harmony with the flesh cannot please 
God.” (Rom. 8:5-8) So if you love life, 
then the sensible thing to do is to heed the 
urgent counsel of the Bible to “flee from 
the desires incidental to youth” and seek 
the way of God’s favor and survival at this 
world’s approaching end.—2 Tim. 2:22.

7 This whole world is geared to cater to 
the “desire of the eyes,”  and especially to 
the eyes of youth. Every weapon of its ad­
vertising arsenal is used to bombard the 
mind of youth, your mind, with its cheap, 
blatant, often dishonest come-on tech­
niques. Doubtless you have often reproved 
baby brother or sister for her endless cry 
“I want that, I want that,” as each new 
bauble comes to view. But are teen-agers 
any better? It is true they want more ex­
pensive baubles such as automobiles, lots 
of clothing in the most up-to-date mode, 
the latest in hi-fi; in fact, all kinds of gad­
gets the possession of which makes them 
no happier. But they are still suffering 
from a childish mania for possessing every­
thing they see. If life in a new system of 
things is really what you want, then you 
will have to learn to say No to the “desire 
of the eyes.” And this does not mean clos­
ing your eyes so that you will not be able 
to see this world’s gaudy window display. 
Jesus warns: “Keep your eyes open and 
guard against every sort of covetousness, 
because even when a person has an abun-
7. (a) How does the “ desire of the eyes" affect es­
pecially the adolescent generation? (b) What warnings 
should be heeded?
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dance his life does not result from the 
things he possesses.” And again: “What 
benefit will it be to a man if he gains the 
whole world but forfeits his soul?”—Luke 
12:15; Matt 16:26.

8 The “showy display of one’s means of 
life ” is ca lcu lated  to im press others. 
Youths and adults who fashion their lives 
according to this world’s standards, who are 
unduly concerned about what their chums 
or their neighbors think about them, have 
really made little advance from the infant 
stage when they proudly held out some 
shiny bagatelle and said: “Look what I 
have!” In order to be popular, to show that 
one is just as good as anyone else, youth 
of today will do anything, however ludi­
crous or senseless it may be. They quickly 
fall in line with and adopt each new kind 
of haircut or hairdo. Every fashion fad 
that comes along is succumbed to, even if 
it gives them the freakish or the sexy look. 
They will spend hour after hour on the 
dance floor going through all sorts of con­
tortions to the beat of the modern tom­
toms. Practically everything they do is 
dictated by majority rule, gang rule. The 
desire to be well thought of leads youth 
into degrading and hurtful practices such 
as smoking, excessive drinking, drug ad­
diction, as well as loose and immoral liv­
ing. Instead of setting before themselves 
a good example or a high standard, they 
are content to settle for the very low aver­
age. Parents often hear the expression, 
“Everyone else is doing it, so why not 
me?” presented as a strong argument.

9 If you will but pause and think about 
it, this putting the opinion of imperfect 
fellow creatures ahead of God’s right prin­
ciples is in fact idolatry. Consider what 
God’s Word has to say about it: “What
8. (a) What is indicated by the “ showy display of one’s 
means of life” ? (b) Name some results from succumb­
ing to this worldly practice.
9. How does a course of popularity-seeking lead us 
head on into conflict with Jehovah God?

B r o o k l y n , N . Y .

is lofty among men is a disgusting thing 
in God’s sight.”  “For not the way man 
sees is the way God sees, because mere 
man sees what appears to the eyes; but as 
for Jehovah, he sees what the heart is.” 
“Woe, whenever all men speak well of 
you.” (Luke 16:15; 1 Sam. 16:7; Luke 6: 
26) When it was already too late King 
Saul of Israel admitted to this desire for 
popularity when he said: “ I have sinned; 
for I have overstepped the order of Jeho­
vah and your words, because I feared the 
people and so obeyed their voice.” (1 Sam. 
15:24) Slaves or employees are advised to 
“be obedient in everything to those who 
are your masters in a fleshly sense, not 
with acts of eyeservice, as men pleasers, 
but with sincerity of heart, with fear of 
Jehovah.” (Col. 3:22) How much more 
important it should be to you to have God’s 
favor than all the honor and plaudits of a 
doomed world!

CLEANSING YOUR PATH 
10 Even as you realize the crookedness 

and selfishness and uncleanness of today’s 
generation of adolescents your one concern 
should be to separate from it and seek for­
giveness from God and a cleansing of your 
ways after having rubbed shoulders with 
such unclean companions, perhaps even 
“running with them in this course to the 
same low sink of debauchery.” (1 Pet. 
4:4) The appropriate question was raised 
and answered for you in God’s own Word: 
“How will a young man cleanse his path? 
By keeping on guard according to your 
word.” (Ps. 119:9) So God’s Word must 
become the guardian of your thinking abil­
ity and your discernment. To it you must 
go to study the right principles for living. 
In harmony with God’s will you must 
fashion your life, and not according to this
10. (a) What immediate steps should God-fearing 
youth take? (b) How can success be assured?
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old system of things. So doing, you can be 
sure of success.—Josh. 1:8.

“ Divine wisdom points to the well- 
ordered family as the proper training 
ground for youth. Remember Noah’s solid 
little family group. Note, too, that Moses, 
as God’s representative, organized the Is­
raelites on the basis of family units. On 
that first fateful Passover night each fam­
ily had to assemble safely within the home 
in order to have Jehovah’s protection and 
ultimate deliverance. God’s loving concern 
in this matter may be seen in his provision 
of so much wise counsel on proper conduct 
of affairs in the household. The position 
of minor family members is clear: “A wise 
son is the one that makes a father rejoice, 
and a stupid son is the grief of his moth­
er.” “You children, be obedient to your 
parents in everything, for this is well­
pleasing in the Lord.” “Children, be obe­
dient to your parents in union with the 
Lord, for this is righteous: ‘Honor your 
father and your mother’ ; which is the 
first command with a promise: ‘That it 
may go well with you and you may endure 
a long time on the earth.’ ” (Prov. 10:1; 
Col. 3:20; Eph. 6:1-3) Shem, Ham and 
Japheth certainly remained much longer 
on the earth than their pre-Flood contem­
poraries.

12 Youth today will disclaim any inten­
tion of dishonoring parents. Nevertheless, 
they treat lightly, ignore and disobey them. 
They prefer the companionship of anyone 
else. In the home they take much and give 
little. Ordinary gratitude and respect are 
often lacking. They adopt the attitude that 
a little modem school-learning has put 
them far ahead of their parents in thinking 
ability and discernment. In fact, Dad and 
Mum are just plain old-fashioned. Where,
11. How is orderly family life highlighted in the Scrip­
tures? With what benefits?
12. (a) Does youth of today honor father and mother? 
(b) What result may be expected from the general 
attitude in this respect?
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then, is the honor due parents? The gen­
eral failure on this score gives strong rea­
son for the belief that multitudes of young 
people will perish in God’s execution of 
judgment against a wicked world. Even if 
youth views this attitude toward parents 
lightly, the great Creator does not, for he 
declares: “The eye that holds a father in 
derision and that despises obedience to a 
mother—the ravens of the torrent valley 
will pick it out and the sons of the eagle 
will eat it up.”  (Prov. 30:17) No decent 
burial, no memorial tomb, but just like 
garbage that is greedily devoured by scav­
enger birds.

13 So, young people, let your change of 
way begin right at home. Take a fresh, 
new look at your parents and all they have 
done for you. You may have considered 
home to be dull and lifeless. What did you 
ever do to make it anything else? Probably 
just left it. Why not now make something 
of your home; not just a place to keep your 
clothes, not merely a place to find three 
meals a day and a bed at night. The home 
is where understanding of other people and 
their rights begins. If you fail at home, 
the likelihood of success elsewhere is very 
small. So work hard to make a success of 
family life. This is where you are being 
trained and prepared for a future day when 
you may require to preside well over a 
family.

14 It is true that some parents do not ac­
cept God’s Word as the guide for their ad­
ministration of the household, and other 
parents make mistakes and do not always 
live up to the requirements of their posi­
tion. But is this valid reason for rebellion 
against them? You may reason that since 
they have been wrong in some matter you 
are no longer going to be subject to them.
13. How important is the home to a young person 
who genuinely seeks to cleanse his way ?
14. (a) Why is rebellion against parental authority 
unjustified? (b) Even where parents happen to be in 
error, what course is fitting for children who want to 
retain God’s favor?
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But will two wrongs make a right? Note 
how God’s Word counsels wives to influ­
ence for good their erring husbands: “In 
like manner, you wives, be in subjection to 
your own husbands, in order that, if any 
are not obedient to the word, they may 
be won without a word through the con­
duct of their wives, because of having been 
eyewitnesses of your chaste conduct to­
gether with deep respect.” (1 Pet. 3:1, 2) 
Surely this principle would work also as 
between child and parent. Some unbeliev­
ing and unreasonable parents have become 
favorably impressed when witnessing the 
wonderful effect of God’s Word on the life 
of their children.

“ For success your family must some­
how rise above the petty, selfish goals that 
worldly families have set for themselves. 
You must have a goal that conforms to 
God’s purpose relating to mankind and this 
earth. If with a great deal of ingenuity and 
skilled workmanship you had produced a 
beautiful ornamental vessel and later 
found it being used as a garbage receptacle, 
how would you view such an abuse? You 
would probably be indignant. Consider, 
then, God’s position. He made us for his 
own purpose, to serve his will and not our 
own. His will is that in all our thoughts 
and speech and ways we should be for his 
glory; that we should be living, intelligent 
evidences of his matchless creatorship. 
(Isa. 42:5-8) How nauseating to observe 
how the majority of humans are ignoring 
and denying the existence of their own 
Creator, while many are even dragging his 
Name in the mud by their depraved teach­
ings and beastly practices! No wonder a 
second global calamity impends.

16 Your family’s goal, therefore, should 
be to commend to all around you, by word
15. In establishing a true and worthy goal for the 
family, what should be the first concern ?
16. (a) Outline some of the objectives that would lift 
your family above the sordid, selfish goals of this 
world’s families, (b) What danger must you guard 
against?
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and good conduct, the God whom you wor­
ship. Any visitors to your home should be 
prepared to respect that goal or stay away. 
Nor should you permit godless and shift­
less teen-agers to lure you away from your 
family and monopolize your time and at­
tention. No matter in what part of the 
earth you are resident your family should 
become a missionary unit for the spread of 
right teaching and life-giving knowledge 
among your fellow citizens. Your house­
hold should become a center to which peo­
ple in trouble can look for counsel, hope and 
courage. The great enemy of God and man, 
Satan, is today seeking to break up fam­
ily life. In one part of the world this is 
achieved by heavy-handed state interfer­
ence, and in the other it is done by cun­
ningly segregating family members through 
means of the various men’s clubs and wom­
en’s clubs, junior Sunday schools and sen­
ior Sunday schools. Yours, however, should 
be a family undivided by false religion or 
human schemes for social success. Do your 
part to maintain a united family, a family 
devoted to pleasing the Creator. You will 
need their firm support as you flee this 
crooked generation.

“ Meanwhile, if you are still attending 
school, be a good representative of your 
Creator there among your classmates. 
Avail yourself of the opportunities to speak 
about God’s purposes to them and to your 
teachers. Withstand the efforts they will 
make to get you tied in with their worldly 
social arrangements, such as joining their 
various groups, choirs, bands, sports clubs, 
literary societies, and the like. Member­
ship in these is not essential to successful 
schooling. And as to the subjects studied 
in school, keep ever in mind that much of 
this learning is the product of imperfect 
human reasoning, much of it theory only. 
Never could such teaching compare in au-
17. (a) What pitfalls surround you during your school 
years? (b) What attitude should youth adopt?
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thority and trueness with the Word of Je­
hovah, which remains forever. Your par­
ents, if God-fearing, constitute the divinely 
ordained channel through whom you 
should receive the highest education, spir­
itual education.

18 Take fullest advantage of your school 
days to learn to speak well, and to read 
and write well, for these are qualifications 
that will equip you in later years to take 
a larger share in the worldwide work of 
teaching God’s message to humankind 
while there yet remains time. “Let a rotten 
saying not proceed out of your mouth” is 
the counsel of God’s Word. (Eph. 4:29) 
Give no encouragement to those who do 
use unclean speech by listening to or in 
any way countenancing or approving what 
they are saying. In the words of James’ 
illustration: “A fountain does not cause 
the sweet and the bitter to bubble out of 
the same opening, does it?” (Jas. 3:11) 
Let your speech be refreshing, upbuilding 
and healing, for that is the effect of Jeho­
vah’s Word on the hearing ear. (Ps. 107: 
20) Let his thoughts be in your mind and 
his words on your lips.

19 Summing up the whole matter, then, 
you young people must observe that the 
way of God and the way of this crooked 
generation lead in opposite directions. You 
cannot travel on both roads. This world’s 
present mess is proof enough that the 
world’s way, the way of popularity, the 
way of selfish pleasures, the way of human 
independence, is the way of disaster—dis­
aster far greater than the calamity of 
Noah’s time. On the other hand, God’s way,
18. What useful studies should be given special atten­
tion at school ? Explain why.
19. What two courses lie before modern youth, and 
with what destinations?

the way of genuine love, the way of de­
pendence on heavenly direction, the way 
of godly families bound together for united 
service of the Creator, is the way of satis­
fying usefulness now, and the way of sur­
vival to a life of unending happiness. You 
must make your decision as to which way 
you will go NOW.

20 If you choose aright, if you boldly take 
up the challenge of these days of tremen­
dous change, then you will subject yourself 
to your parents, you will work with them 
in the common effort to build up a strong 
family that will withstand the divisive en­
croachments of a desperately wicked world. 
This you can do by unitedly studying the 
Bible at home, by assembling with other 
God-fearing family groups, and by sharing 
as a family in the satisfying work of im­
parting God’s healing truths to others. You 
will work hard at improving your own per­
sonal serviceability for greater and greater 
privileges of service in the years immedi­
ately ahead. You can be instrumental in 
aiding your own and other families to sur­
vive into the new order of things. Think 
of the thrill of satisfying pleasure you will 
experience when Armageddon’s forces of 
destruction are quieted and you find your­
self amid your own beloved family and sur­
rounded by other happy families offering 
homage and gratitude to Jehovah your God 
for opening up to you such a grand and 
peaceful future of service to His praise 
in a cleansed earthly paradise. (Gen. 8: 
18-22) May Jehovah give you wisdom and 
strength to make the right choice and 
“get saved from this crooked generation.” 
—Acts 2:40.
20. (a) How will you demonstrate you have made the 
right choice? (b) What rewarding result may be 
confidently expected?



{/C A L L E D  out 
of darkness 

into his wonderful 
l i g h t ! ’ T h o s e  
words of an apos­
tle of Jesus Christ, 
a t 1 P e t e r  2 : 9, 
have deep mean­
ing for me. But to 
emerge from the 
darkness o f this 
system o f things 
into the light of truth of 
God’s Word was no Sun­
day afternoon stroll.

Bom before the turn 
of the present century, I 
enjoyed a relatively hap­
py childhood in a little village in the east­
ern corner of Bohemia. I was not quite five 
years old when my father died. Very early 
in my boyhood I sought to ponder over 
things in connection with faith in God.

So I often visited a town of pilgrimage 
that was favorable for my meditations. 
I saw things there that caused me to 
think: old crutches and spectacles and sim­
ilar things hung up that had belonged to 
people who, it was said, had suddenly been 
made well in a miraculous manner. “Moth­
er, is it possible for someone to be healed 
so quickly today?” I asked once. “Prob­
ably, y-e-s,”  came the hesitant reply, but 
she could not tell me of an individual case. 
My attention was often drawn also to the 
processions that flowed toward this place 
of pilgrimage from near and far, the par­
ticipants praying aloud the rosary or lit­
any, sometimes accompanied by an effigy 
of Mary fastened to a wooden platform and 
carried on the shoulders of four men.

But to still other places of pilgrimage 
much farther afield my mother led me. 
What attracted my attention in my “stud­
ies” was the striking difference in clothing 
on the images of Jesus and the apostles,

in comparison to 
the richly robed 
bishops and popes. 
The former were 
alw ays cloth ed  
like the common 
people. Why was 
Jesus never to be 
seen in beautiful 
p riestly  robes? 
Surely he, above 
all, and his apos­

tles who wore only ordi­
nary cloth in g  w ould 
have deserved such mag- 
n i f i c e n t  ap p ar e l ,  I 
thought to myself. And 
how did this conspicuous 

change in clothing come about? I got no 
farther in my reflections; I seemed to be 
lacking the “clue.” At that time I did not 
even know of the existence of the Holy 
Bible.

I was already in my twelfth year when 
the priest brought a black-covered book 
with him one day to religious instruction 
in school, explaining to us that this book 
contained the Holy Scriptures and there 
were prophecies in it. “Just a book for the 
clergy,” I thought to myself.

When I left school at fourteen years of 
age, I chose an occupation that would al­
low me to see something of the world. 
I traveled from Bohemia to the Austrian 
Tyrol, and a year later, in 1914, to Switzer­
land. In late summer that year I came to 
know Jehovah’s witnesses and, through 
them, the Bible.

TRUTH BEGINS TO PENETRATE

Arriving in Switzerland, I noticed in the 
Anzeiger fur die Stadt Bern, delivered to 
every household in the city of Berne, the 
heading “Religious Services,” and the large 
number of religious denominational meet­
ings that one could attend. I went to sev­
eral. But I was not impressed with what

Out ofDARKNESS
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I heard. I studied the column again and 
found near the bottom one called “Bible 
Students Association.” Bible? Had not I 
heard that word once before? Yes, on that 
occasion in school! “What is this book, the 
Bible, really like?” I wondered. “I must 
find out.” So I attended the meetings of 
the “Bible Students,” once, twice, and still 
I kept going. What I heard there excited 
my greatest wonderment. The Bible is 
God’s Word, God’s revelation to man of his 
purposes!

I can hardly describe the deep happi­
ness that welled up in my heart as I held 
the first copy of the Bible that I bought. 
Its contents absorbed me completely. World 
War I had begun to rage around the bound­
aries of this country, and the “Bible Stu­
dents,” as Jehovah’s witnesses were called 
at that time, showed me in their books 
that the events taking place pointed to the 
beginning of the time of the end of the 
wicked system of things. The chronologi­
cal proofs that the publications offered fas­
cinated me. “Is it really possible that a 
person can foresee such events by means 
of the Bible?” I pondered. The very proofs 
for this I held in my hand. “ Now here I 
can learn still more about this great God,” 
I thought, and I was not mistaken. I had 
one surprise after another. I learned that 
God has a personal name, Jehovah, a name 
that I had never heard before. This was all 
so new and made a very great impression 
upon me.

I had to put forth great efforts in those 
first few months after I came in contact 
with these Bible truths, to wrestle my way 
out of my spiritual darkness and to come 
to a clear and crystallized conviction. I had 
continued to go to church on Sundays as 
my mother had taught me. But while the 
priest was reading mass, I drew the Bible 
out of my pocket and read in it instead of 
the prayer book. But I was aware that this
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could not go on indefinitely. After careful 
consideration of the whole situation, I 
made my decision to come out of darkness 
into the light of God’s Word, the Bible.

ANXIOUS MOTHER SEEKS TO INTERVENE

That I could not keep silent about all the 
wonderful truths learned was only natural. 
Full of joy, I wrote to my mother about 
these Bible truths. But she did not share 
my enthusiasm. To the contrary, she was 
deeply disturbed. “You are on the direct 
road to hell,” she wrote back. But when 
she saw that her warnings and threaten- 
ings did not succeed in turning me back to 
the church, she wrote the parochial au­
thorities in Berne to take me into their 
care. One of the priests asked me to visit 
him, and I was able to have long conver­
sations with him on three occasions. “What 
do you have against the church that you 
want to leave it?” I was asked. “The 
church does not teach what God’s Word 
says,”  I answered, and cited the doctrine 
of the immortality of the soul as an exam­
ple. During all these discussions the priest 
was unable to convince me of such a doc­
trine. In consequence I could see the light 
of truth of God’s Word even more clearly, 
as stated at Ezekiel 18:4: “The soul that 
is sinning—it itself will die.” Convinced 
that man does not have an immortal soul, 
I could see all the other teachings such as 
eternal torment, purgatory, prayers for 
the dead, and so on, fall like a house of 
cards. I withdrew my membership from 
the church.

When my mother saw that the parochial 
authorities could not move me to “return,” 
she wrote me that it would have caused 
her less pain if I had been killed in the war 
than for me to go over to another religion. 
In another letter she sent a photograph 
of herself with her face blotted out with 
ink, expressing thereby: I am ashamed of
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you, I can hardly see you anymore! And 
that she meant this seriously she showed 
me later. In 1928 we arranged to see each 
other in Austria, the first time since I had 
left her fifteen years before. When I en­
tered the room I noticed that she quickly 
hid behind some furniture. I first greeted 
the other people present and talked to them 
about the journey and waited quietly until 
she came out from her hiding place. Later 
I brought her to Switzerland for two 
weeks. We had many interesting discus­
sions. But her silence was noticeable time 
and again when I said, “What the Holy 
Scriptures state is alone valid for me.”

Not being able to overcome the truth of 
God’s Word, my mother adopted her last 
weapon: Tears! Her words were not sel­
dom accompanied with many tears. That 
was not always easy to witness, but I 
could not let tears wash away my love 
for God’s Word and becloud for me the 
marvelous light of truth. At the end of still 
another argument and realizing that all 
her efforts to turn me away from my 
Bible-based beliefs were fruitless, she said 
tearfully: “Ah me! If only I had not given 
you birth!” “You are as hard as stone” 
was her closing remark, and there were no 
more tears from that day on.

BETHEL SERVICE AND CONVENTIONS

Having been called into God’s wonderful 
light of truth, I considered making the 
full-time preaching of God’s kingdom my 
new career. I presented myself for this 
service. “You could really come to the Bi­
ble House; we have enough work for you 
here,” I was told. There was already a 
Branch of the Watch Tower Society oper­
ating in Berne that was called the “Bible 
House” at that time. And so I became a 
member of this establishment, where I 
learned how to operate a linotype machine.

In 1935 I had the joy of joining several 
brothers on a trip to America to attend a

convention in Washington, D.C. I had 
never seen such a tremendous crowd of 
truth-loving people as at that time in 
Washington—9,000 of them! I was privi­
leged to hear the spectacular announce­
ment that the “great crowd” spoken of at 
Revelation 7:9-17 is not a secondary heav­
enly class but is an earthly class of faithful 
people who will live on earth under God’s 
kingdom. This “new truth” reminded me 
of an incident about ten years before. A 
man who also numbered himself among 
Jehovah’s witnesses had expressed similar 
thoughts based on his own reflections and 
began to spread his ideas. But where was 
this man now? He had sunk into oblivion. 
This taught me that even when one thinks 
he understands something better than what 
God’s organization is teaching at the time, 
one should not push ahead presumptuously.

In 1953 it was made possible for me to 
attend still another convention at Yankee 
Stadium in New York. Such assemblies 
seem to me to be tokens of Jehovah’s ap­
proval upon his people. They bring promi­
nently before our eyes what a magnificent 
organization of light Jehovah has on earth 
that is dispensing spiritual “ food at the 
proper time.”—Matt. 24:45.

Surely a lifetime of service in a Bethel 
home, where such “food at the proper 
time” is prepared and dispensed, is a very 
blessed privilege, for it brings satisfaction 
that no worldly occupation can give. It is 
a satisfaction in the consciousness of hav­
ing worked in harmony with God’s will. I 
thank the great God Jehovah for being 
called out of spiritual darkness into his 
glorious light.

(Despite impaired health in his later 
years, Brother Kuhn, who cherished the 
“upward call” referred to at Philippians 
3:14, remained faithfully in the ministry 
at the Berne Bethel until his death on 
October 5,1963.)
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GOD’S rules regarding sex are found 

in his Word, the Bible. It makes clear 
that sex relations are only for those who 
are properly married. For single persons 
to have sex relations is fornication. For 
married persons to have sex relations with 
anyone not their mate is adultery. The Bi­
ble plainly states: “God will judge fornica­
tors and adulterers,” and that “neither for­
nicators . . .  nor adulterers . . .  will inherit 
God’s kingdom.”—Heb. 13:4; 1 Cor. 6: 
9, 10.

The Christian standard, however, is 
much higher than merely avoiding forni­
cation and adultery. It forbids loose con­
duct and uncleanness as well as outright 
fornication and adultery. This is based on 
the principle Jesus stated in his Sermon 
on the Mount: “I say to you that everyone 
that keeps on looking at a woman so as to 
have a passion for her has already com­
mitted adultery with her in his heart.” 
—Matt. 5:28.

While many acknowledge that fornica­
tion and adultery are wrong, they do not 
always appreciate that even “toying” with 
sexual immorality is also wrong. But Jesus 
stated that it is wrong to let oneself be­
come inflamed by continuing to look at the 
features of another who is not one’s mar­
riage partner and doing so with an impure 
motive. It is just as wrong to engage in 
any other conduct that has the same result.

Why is toying with sexual immorality 
wrong and something to be avoided by

Christians? First of all, it violates God’s 
expressed commands. This results in his 
displeasure, if not also a defamation of his 
holy name. So his Word counsels: “Dead­
en, therefore, your body members that 
are upon the earth as respects fornication, 
uncleanness, sexual appetite, hurtful de­
sire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.” 
Yes, all such “works of the flesh” are a 
form of idolatry and come in the same 
category as ancient phallic, or sex, wor­
ship.—Col. 3:5; Gal. 5:19-21.

Secondly, by toying with sexual immo­
rality one might injure others, mentally, 
physically and spiritually. It is charged 
with emotion, especially for the woman 
involved. It can cause great grief and un­
settling of mind and heart. Further, by 
failing to make straight paths for one’s 
feet one may well cause others to be led 
into immoral practices and be turned out 
of the way that leads to everlasting life. 
It can lead to excommunication from the 
Christian congregation, and everlasting 
destruction by God.

Toying with sexual immorality easily 
leads to fornication, which can result in 
hideous venereal diseases and life-long re­
grets, as in the case of having illegitimate 
offspring. It is not uncommon. Thus in 
1962 there were 8,835 illegitimate births in 
London, England, which was one-seventh 
of all the births recorded in that city for 
the entire year! And concerning venereal 
disease, one American authority stated:
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“Venereal disease is today a serious and 
worsening problem threatening to sweep 
the [United States] like a forest fire.”

WHAT IS “TOYING” WITH  
SEXUAL IMMORALITY?

What is meant by “toying” with sexual 
immorality? By this we do not mean forni­
cation or adultery, because these things 
are not “ toying” with immorality. “Toy­
ing” with sexual immorality indicates that 
one may not at first intend to engage de­
liberately in fornication or adultery, but, 
knowingly or unknowingly, one is engag­
ing in activity that easily leads to such. 
The point to keep in mind is that toying 
with immorality places one on the road to 
im m orality, and it cannot alw ays be 
stopped.

Now, then, what are some of the actions 
that amount to loose conduct or toying 
with sexual immorality without its actual­
ly being fornication or adultery?

One such would be for a married person 
to flirt with a member of the opposite sex 
who is not his mate. This can serve no 
good purpose. It is usually indulged in ei­
ther to build up one’s ego or for the sexual 
stimulation it brings. It is looking upon 
another with the wrong motive. If con­
tinued to its logical consequence, it would 
result in adultery.

Putting your arms affectionately around 
persons of the opposite sex who are not 
your husband, wife or close relatives is also 
toying with immorality. A person can ex­
press friendliness without going to this ex­
tent. While it may seem very innocent at 
first, such acts can lead and have led to 
fornication and adultery, resulting in some 
being cut off from the Christian congrega­
tion. Incidentally, the fact that persons 
may be married does not mean that they 
can take more liberties in this regard than 
single persons. Just as often, if not more 
often, it is married persons who get into
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difficulty by doing such things with those 
not their mates.

Telling obscene jokes is toying with sex­
ual immorality. It begins to break down 
high Christian standards. The implication 
is that such things are not so bad if Chris­
tians can joke about them, and, after all, 
see how many people laughed! But is it 
clean or right? No! It leads in the wrong 
direction, in the direction of immorality, 
polluting one’s thinking.—Eph. 5:3, 4.

Dancing with one who is another’s mar­
riage mate in such a way that you feel 
sexually aroused or stimulated is also toy­
ing with sexual immorality. Actually, there 
is no justification for a Christian to dance 
in close contact with another’s marriage 
mate. Think of it this way. Would you like 
it if someone came to your home and put 
his arms around your wife for five or ten 
minutes out of every hour during the eve­
ning, just sitting, or standing in the middle 
of the room, hugging your wife? Why, of 
course you would not like it! Then why 
should it be justified just because music 
is playing or it is done in the name of 
dancing? It is not justified and should be 
avoided by Christians. There are other 
types of dancing that do not require close 
proximity of partners, a veritable embrace; 
dances such as square dances, or other 
group dances, or those performed by per­
sons of the same sex, avoid this pitfall. Of 
course, even where a dance is performed 
by one person or persons of the same sex, 
if it is suggestive or immoral, obviously it 
is not for Christians.

Reading literature or looking at pictures 
that arouse you sexually is toying with 
immorality. Attending movies and watch­
ing television or stage shows that highlight 
immorality fall into the same category, as 
they fill one’s mind with unclean thoughts.

Single persons that are keeping com­
pany with one of the opposite sex should 
beware of toying with immorality. The
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only valid reason for a Christian to keep 
constant company with one of the opposite 
sex is to cultivate an honorable association 
that will ultimately lead to marriage. But 
“romantic” walks into secluded places are 
dangerous, because your being alone with 
one of the opposite sex for extended peri­
ods of time may result in your being 
aroused to the point where “necking” or 
“petting” are indulged in. Impassioned, 
sexually arousing kissing on the part of 
single persons, even if they are engaged to 
be married, is improper because it arouses 
feelings that cannot be followed by sexual 
intercourse without its being fornication. 
It is better to avoid the situation that 
leaves one open to sexual immorality.

Dating men or women who are not dedi­
cated to God can quickly lead to toying 
with immorality. To begin with, a Chris­
tian should not be cultivating close asso­
ciation with a worldly person. A person 
who is not guided by God’s Word is likely 
to be infected with the loose code of mo­
rality prevalent in the world and is inclined 
to accept toying with immorality as a 
matter of course, as something that is ac­
ceptable social behavior. But it is not. It 
is contrary to God’s will.

CONSIDER LOCAL CUSTOMS

Local customs must also be taken into 
account. If local custom views it as loose 
conduct for an unmarried boy and an un­
married girl even to visit alone, or to date 
without an escort, then the custom must 
be respected. If local custom views it as 
improper for unmarried persons to hold 
hands, even in the presence of their par­
ents, then Christians must abide by that 
custom. If it is wrong for unmarried per­
sons ever to kiss, according to local cus­
tom, then the Christian living in that land 
abides by those standards. While we do not 
adopt the customs of a land if they violate 
God’s commandments, at the same time we

155

do not insist on breaking local customs 
that do not violate Christian conscience.

On the other hand, if local custom per­
mits young people to become acquainted 
before marriage, there is no objection. But 
this does not mean it is proper for a Chris­
tian to go out with everyone of the op­
posite sex who will accept an invitation. 
Furthermore, a Christian woman should 
rightly assume that if a Christian man 
continues to seek out her company, then he 
has intentions of cultivating association 
that will lead to marriage. And if they con­
tinue to keep close company with each 
other for an extended period of time, the 
Christian congregation with which they 
are associated also has every reason to ex­
pect that the two have honorable inten­
tions of marriage.

Sometimes young people see motion pic­
tures from other lands. They see “roman­
tic”  scenes and want to copy them. But 
simply because a thing is done in another 
land does not mean it is right to do it in 
your land. In certain parts of the earth 
people wear very little in the way of cloth­
ing, but you might be arrested if you tried 
to do the same where you live. It should 
also be kept in mind that what is por­
trayed on the screen does not necessarily 
represent what is considered moral even in 
the country where it was produced. It may 
portray what is done, but it may be what 
is done by loose-living people!

BEWARE— HOW?

From the foregoing it is obvious that 
we must constantly beware of toying with 
sexual immorality. This is not to say that 
no one is to be trusted. But modem ad­
vertising, television, movies, stage plays 
and the like pump the mind full of sex so 
that people are made to think of it more 
than is healthy. Even a person who wants 
to do what is right can find that these con­
stant pressures around him push him into
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doing what is wrong if he does not put up 
a hard fight for what is right.

The Scriptures counsel us to “hate what 
is bad.” (Ps. 97:10) Toying with sexual 
immorality is bad. Avoid it as you would 
avoid  poison  that 
may be very sweet 
but that can kill. Re­
member, it is easy to 
deceive yourself. The 
fallen inclinations of 
the heart are like a 
sick man’s appetite.
He often desires most what would increase 
his hurt, even as a diabetic craves sweets. 
—Jer. 17:9.

So hatred for what is bad does not come 
naturally. This hatred for what is bad must 
be cultivated. How? By filling your mind 
with proper thoughts. The one place where 
you can get an inexhaustible supply of 
right thoughts is in God’s Word, the Bible. 
This will enable you to “be transformed by 
making your mind over.” (Rom. 12:2) It 
will help you to “strip off the old person­
ality with its practices, and clothe your­
selves with the new personality, which 
through accurate knowledge is being made 
new according to the image of the One who 
created it.” (Col. 3:9, 10) Yes, the Bible 
provides what is ‘true, righteous, chaste, 
lovable, virtuous and praiseworthy.’ (Phil. 
4:8) While we are taking in this kind of 
knowledge we are not dwelling on what is 
bad. We are building up right desires and 
right thinking.

Since likes and dislikes are based to a 
large degree on our experience and envi­
ronment, we should exercise great caution 
to keep in the company of those who have
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respect for God’s righteous requirements. 
If we stay in the company of persons who 
make light of morality, in time we will 
come to think their way. We need the right 
association of clean-minded Christians.

In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
guard against “ loose 
conduct.” Avoid all 
habits that tend to 
stimulate im proper 
sexual desire, such as 
the modern practice 
of teen-agers’ going 

steady when they cannot hope to marry 
for years, or of married persons displaying 
affection for persons of the opposite sex 
not their mates. Avoid all pornographic 
literature, whether visual pictures or word 
pictures. Stay away from all entertainment 
that highlights unclean themes. Avoid all 
songs and dancing that are sexually stimu­
lating.

If you are courting, plan to fill up the 
time you are together with constructive 
and useful things. Let wholesome things 
occupy your thoughts, conversation and ac­
tions, such as games or sports, reading 
good literature, especially the Bible, or en­
gaging in the service of God.

Young or old, married or single, all 
should keep in mind that God sees us at all 
times. He “is not one to be mocked. For 
whatever a man is sowing, this he will also 
reap; because he who is sowing with a 
view to his flesh will reap corruption from 
his flesh, but he who is sowing with a view 
to the spirit will reap everlasting life from 
the spirit.”  (Gal. 6:7, 8) Do God’s will. 
Guard against reaping corruption by not 
toying with sexual immorality, and God 
will bless you with everlasting life in his 
new order of things!
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Provision to Care for Dominican Expansion

D T W OULD have seemed impossible just a 
few short years ago. The tyranny of the 
Trujillo regime had forced Jehovah's wit­

nesses underground, and many were suffering 
brutal treatment in Dominican prisons. But 
now, on October 12, 1963, there were 550 en­
thusiastic Witnesses crowded together for the 
dedication of a beautiful new branch building. 
What made this possible?

First came the lifting of the ban upon Je­
hovah's witnesses in 1960. Then, in May, 1961, 
dictator Trujillo was assassinated and, in time, 
a new government took over. With freedom to 
preach restored, and with the return of the 
Watch Tower missionaries, the number of ac­
tive ministers of Jehovah's witnesses in the 
Dominican Republic quickly grew from an av­
erage of 460 in 1960 to a peak of 1,155 in 1963.

In April of 1962 when the president of the 
Watch Tower Society visited the Dominican 
Republic, he saw the need for larger facilities 
to care for the expanding preaching work. 
Therefore arrangements were made for pur­
chasing choice property just three blocks from  
the National Palace in Santo Domingo. From 
this large lot at the intersection of Francia 
Avenue and Galvan Street one could look all 
the way down to the sea.

It was not until a month later, however, 
that approval was obtained from the govern­
ment to purchase the lot. Then in November, 
1962, the government approved the building 
plans, and construction began almost imme­
diately. By July 1, 1963, the two-story building 
was up and sufficiently completed to allow for 
occupancy, although finishing touches had yet 
to be administered.

Now, on Saturday, October 12, hundreds of 
visitors assembled in the afternoon to inspect 
the completed structure. How prominently this 
L-shaped, two-story building stands 
out in the community! It is a tasteful 
two-tone color, the lower floor being 
painted a dark cedar and the upper 
floor, which extends out a few inches 
over the first floor, is a light-sand 
color. A  low wall separates the side­
walks from the building lot, and an 
opening on Galvan Street permits vis­
itors to go to the Kingdom Hall doors.

Facing the intersection is the en­
trance of the Kingdom Hall, with its 
wide double doors and attractive

brick and stone facade. The hall accommodates 
200 persons, and gentle sea breezes provide 
adequate ventilation.

Farther up Avenida Francia is the building's 
main entrance. Entering, the visitor comes into 
the terrazzo-floored lobby, to the left of which 
is the branch office and stockroom. At the rear 
of the lobby a door opens into the long dining 
room and modern kitchen. To the lobby's left, 
beyond the office, an open stairway leads to 
the second floor. At the top of the stairway is 
a small lounge from which one makes his way 
to the six well-ventilated bedrooms in the build­
ing’s two wings, together with bath and toilet 
facilities. Up on the roof a 500-gallon water 
tank assures a constant water supply even when 
city pressure fails.

At 7 p.m. an audience of 550 jammed the 
Kingdom Hall to overflowing, to enjoy a two- 
hour program that included an absorbing his­
tory of the work of Jehovah’s witnesses in the 
Dominican Republic by one who spent eight 
years in Trujillo's prisons. Finally the real pur­
pose of the occasion was climaxed by the dedi­
cation talk by the Watch Tower Society's vice- 
president, F. W . Franz.

The very appearance of this building is al­
ready serving its intended purpose to call peo­
ple’s attention to God's kingdom. The iron 
letters over the Kingdom Hall entrance, Saldn 
del Reino de los Testigos de Jehovd (Kingdom 
Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses), are daily read 
aloud and commented on by passersby. A  little 
boy, gazing up intently at the building, spoke to 
a missionary: “Lady, this building was made lit­
tle by little, but look how pretty it turned out!"

How happy Jehovah's witnesses in the Do­
minican Republic are to have this lovely build­
ing! Their desire is that it may serve to bring 
the name and purposes of Jehovah God to 
thousands more of their fellow citizens.

Watch Tower Branch Office in Dominican Republic
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Conducting Ourselves Worthily of the Good News
G OOD news brings with it a challenge. 

Have guests come? That is good news, 
but with it comes a challenge: extra work. 

Has an unemployed artisan found a job? That 
also is good news, but with it too comes a 
challenge: to work hard to hold that job. 
Has a wife presented her husband with a 
firstborn son? That also is good news, but 
with it likewise comes a challenge: added 
responsibility. Yes, good news brings with it 
a challenge, for it requires that the one hear­
ing it act in a certain way if he would benefit 
to the full from the good news.

The same is true about hearing the good 
news contained in God's Word the Bible. It 
also brings with it a challenge that must be 
met to get the full benefit from it, namely, 
the responsibility of conducting ourselves 
worthily of this good news: “Only behave 
in a manner worthy of the good news about 
the Christ, . . . standing firm in one spirit, 
with one soul fighting side by side for the 
faith of the good news."— Phil. 1:27, 28.*

Conducting ourselves worthily of the good 
news extends to everything we do, at all 
times and in relationship to all persons. As 
we are instructed at 1 Peter 2:12: “Maintain 
your conduct fine among the nations, that, in 
the thing in which they are speaking against 
you as evildoers, they may as a result of your 
fine works of which they are eyewitnesses 
glorify God in the day for his inspection." 
How important this shows our conduct to be!

For one thing, conducting ourselves worthi­
ly of the good news means respecting God's 
law regarding the sanctity of blood.— Gen. 
9:3-6; Lev. 17:11-13; Acts 15:28, 29.

Conducting ourselves worthily of the good 
news also includes proper conduct with those 
of the opposite sex. That means limiting sex 
relations to one's properly wedded mate, for 
“God will judge fornicators and adulterers.” 
Not only fornication and adultery but all 
loose conduct is to be avoided, for Jesus 
showed that even one who keeps on looking 
passionately at a woman is committing adul­
tery with her in his heart.— Heb. 13:4; Matt. 
5:28.

Honesty in business practices is another 
requirement for all bearing the good news. 
Could any employer or customer who was

♦For details see The Watchtower, January 15, Feb­
ruary 1, 1963.
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defrauded be expected to listen to the good 
news if among the defrauders were one iden­
tified with that message? Therefore, “let the 
stealer steal no more, but rather let him do 
hard work, doing with his hands what is 
good work, that he may have something to 
distribute to someone in need." W hat a con­
trast between giving freely to someone in 
need and taking what belongs to another! 
— Eph. 4:28.

Exercising care in the use of our tongue 
is also required of us if we would walk wor­
thily of the good news. That means being 
careful not only to speak the truth, but also to 
avoid saying anything that might injure an­
other's reputation or defile him. “Speak in­
juriously of no one." “Speak truth each one 
of you with his neighbor. Let a rotten saying 
not proceed out of your mouth, but whatever 
saying is good for building up as the need 
may be, that it may impart what is favorable 
to the hearers."— Titus 3 :2 ; Eph. 4:25, 29.

Conducting ourselves worthily of the good 
news includes all these requirements and 
many more. However, they are all summed 
up for us by Jesus in the two great com­
mandments of life: “You must love Jehovah 
your God with your whole heart and with 
your whole soul and with your whole mind 
and with your whole strength." “You must 
love your neighbor as yourself." If we thus 
love Jehovah God we will be glad to bear 
witness to his glorious name at every oppor­
tunity and will never do anything that will 
bring reproach upon his name. And if we love 
our neighbor as ourselves, we not only will 
refrain from harming him but will do him 
all the good we possibly can, the greatest 
good being telling him about the everlasting 
good news.— Mark 12:30, 31.

Regarding the religious leaders of his day 
Jesus said: “They say but do not perform." 
If he were on earth today he would say the 
same about the religious leaders of Christen­
dom. As Christian ministers of Jehovah we 
must be different. W e must be genuine through 
and through, worshiping Jehovah God “with 
spirit and truth." Only by doing so will we 
be effective as God's ministers and assure 
ourselves the reward of everlasting life, and 
only thus can we be conducting ourselves 
worthily of the good news.— Matt. 23 :3 ; John 
4:24.
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•  How can we harmonize Luke’s account of 
the Lord’s Evening Meal, in which he tells of 
two cups being passed, with the accounts of 
Matthew, Mark and Paul, who tell of only one 
cup of wine as being passed?— R. D., U.S.A.

In comparing various Scriptural accounts of 
the same incident or event it is always well 
to keep this in mind: Even though a particular 
writer mentions only one person or object, yet 
this does not necessarily mean that there may 
not have been more than one. Thus we have 
Matthew mentioning two blind men and two 
demon-possessed men being healed, whereas 
both Mark and Luke mention just one of each 
kind. (Matt. 8 :28; 20:30; Mark 5 :2 ; 10:46, 47; 
Luke 8:27; 18:35) Then again, both Matthew 
and Mark mention only one angel at the tomb 
of the resurrected Jesus, whereas Luke men­
tions two.— Matt. 28:2-4; Mark 16:5-7; Luke 
24:4, 5.

So also in this matter of the number of cups 
involved in the account at Luke 22:17-20, which 
reads: “Accepting a cup, he gave thanks and 
said: 'Take this and pass it from one to the 
other among yourselves; for I tell you, From 
now on I will not drink again from the product 
of the vine until the kingdom of God arrives.* 
Also, he took a loaf, gave thanks, broke it, 
and gave it to them, saying: 'This means my 
body which is to be given in your behalf. Keep 
doing this in remembrance of me.’ Also, the 
cup in the same way after they had the eve­
ning meal, he saying: 'This cup means the new 
covenant by virtue of my blood, which is to 
be poured out in your behalf.’ ”

The first cup mentioned here (verse 17) re­
fers to the celebration of the Passover, as is 
shown by verse fifteen. The Passover celebra­
tion in Jesus’ day included the use of wine cups. 
Actually, as noted by The Jewish Encyclopedia, 
Vol. 9, page 552, and M ’Clintock and Strong’s 
Cyclopaedia, Vol. 7, page 739, there were at 
least four cups of wine that the Jews used in 
the celebration of the Passover. The Mishnah 
very definitely states: "Even the poorest in 
Israel must not eat unless he sits down to table, 
and they must not give them less than four

cups of wine to drink.” (Pesahim 10:1) Luke’s 
comment in verse seventeen, then, refers to 
one of the wine cups passed during the Pass- 
over celebration and from which cup Jesus 
himself drank, saying: "I  will not drink again 
from the product of the vine until the kingdom 
of God arrives.”— Luke 22:18.

Starting with verse nineteen, which begins 
a new paragraph in the N ew  World Transla­
tion, the reference is now, not to the Passover, 
but to the institution of the Lord’s Evening 
Meal. Jesus used some of the unleavened bread 
and one of the wine cups, which were already 
on hand. The cup mentioned in verse twenty, 
the one used in the Lord’s Evening Meal, is 
the only one mentioned by Matthew (26:27) 
and Mark (14:23), and by Paul at 1 Corin­
thians 11:25. The Lord’s Evening Meal was, 
however, no part of the Passover celebration 
itself; Jesus here instituted a new arrangement.

•  Is there any Scriptural objection to the use 
of birth-control pills?

The use of contraceptives is a matter for the 
personal decision of the married couple con­
cerned, since the Bible itself does not condemn 
birth control. The Society does not advise on 
contraceptives, as pointed out in The Watch- 
tower of March 1, 1951, pages 159, 160. But it 
should be noted that the use of contraceptives, 
such as birth-control pills, is not the same as 
sterilization. Sterilization, whether temporary 
or permanent, for the specific purpose of birth 
control would Scripturally be wrong. (For de­
tails, see The Watchtower of December 1, 1961, 
pages 734, 735.) As to the matter of birth- 
control pills, if they are used by a married 
woman, then it should be with the consent of 
her husband.

It is well recognized by doctors that the use 
of any drug preparation is a calculated risk. 
Medical libraries all have publications that deal 
with the side effects of drugs; so this is not 
something that is little known. The question 
to be decided is if the individual is willing to 
take the risk that may possibly be involved in 
order to get the result desired. No one can 
say dogmatically that a certain drug is abso­
lutely safe; individuals react differently. How­
ever, as far as the Bible is concerned, the prac­
tice of birth control by the use of pills made 
for that purpose is not forbidden; the decision 
to use or not to use such a product is left up 
to the individual married couple. For more 
details, see Awake! of April 8,1962, pages 27,28.
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•  Is there any symbolic significance to the 
number forty? If so, what is it?— A. L., U.S.A.

As to the number forty, it must be noted 
that it is used in many different connections 
in the Bible, as shown by an exhaustive Bible 
concordance. In its publications the Society has 
never ascribed to this number any one signifi­
cance that covers every use of the number. 
However, in The Watchtower of May 1, 1941, 
on page 138, in discussing Judges 5:31, it com­
mented on a forty-year period of peace, follow­
ing the deliverance of the Israelites from Ca- 
naanite oppression; and it showed that this 
foreshadowed the time of the peaceful 1,000- 
year reign of the Lord Jesus Christ. Obviously 
this significance cannot be attached to all other 
occurrences of the number in the Bible. For 
instance, the number sometimes seems to be 
associated with a judgment period, judgment 
or punishment. Thus the rain of Noah’s day 
fell for forty days. (Gen. 7 :4 ) The law of Moses 
provided that certain types of offenders were 
to be given forty strokes. (Deut. 25:3) Israel 
wandered in the wilderness for forty years as 
a punishment for their rebellious course. (Num. 
14:34) Jonah warned Nineveh that in forty 
days it would be destroyed. (Jonah 3:4) How­
ever, we are not to conclude that every time 
the number forty occurs in the Scriptures it 
has symbolic significance.
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•  Why was Simeon omitted from Moses’ vale­
dictory blessing (Deut. 33:6-24) of the tribes 
of Israel?— G. S., U.S.A.

Undoubtedly this can be understood by the 
fact that Simeon’s lot was included with Judah. 
Simeon and Levi had worked together in an 
act of cruelty, so that Jacob prophesied: “Let 
me give them a portion in Jacob, but let me 
scatter them in Israel.” (Gen. 49:7) Thus 
though Simeon and Levi were given a “portion” 
in Israel, it was not an unbroken portion. If 
one turns to a map of Palestine in the days 
of the twelve tribes of Israel, he will notice how 
Simeon is enclosed within the territory of Ju­
dah, so that Simeon did not get a self-contained 
territory. So when Moses turned his attention 
to Judah, he well knew that Simeon’s portion 
was included with Judah. Joshua 19:9 states: 
“The inheritance of the sons of Simeon was 
out of the allotment of the sons of Judah, be­
cause the share of the sons of Judah proved 
to be too large for them. So the sons of 
Simeon got a possession in the midst of their 
inheritance.” Not only could Simeon be includ­
ed in Judah’s portion but Moses’ blessing was 
upon all the tribes of Israel, and the tribe of 
Simeon was assembled there and came under 
the general blessing: “Happy are you, O Israel! 
Who is there like you, a people enjoying sal­
vation in Jehovah?”— Deut. 33:29.
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Throughout March Jehovah’s witnesses will 
continue to conduct themselves in a manner 
worthy of the good news, not only by leading 
clean moral lives, but also by sharing the 
Kingdom message with all they meet. They 
will be offering to all persons a year's sub­
scription for the outstanding Bible-study aid,
The Watchtower, together with three Bible 
booklets, on a contribution of $1.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS 
April 12: Telling “the Generation to Come.”

Page 137.
April 19: Youth, Get Saved from This Crooked

Generation. Page 143.


