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Is sincerity in worship

sufficient? Or is some-

thing additional required
to please God?

INCERITY is a virtue.

You surely would not
appreciate it if someone re-
garded you as being insincere. Insincerity
is akin to hypocrisy.

Sincerity in the way we worship God is
also a virtue. Here, too, you surely do not
want to be insincere, as this also would be
similar to hypocrisy. It would be especially
bad, since it is connected with one’s rela-
tionship to God.

Because the need for sincerity in wor-
ship is generally recognized, many persons,
when asked what they think pleases God
in the way of worship, reply: “Oh, | be-
lieve that if a person is sincere in his wor-
ship, regardless of the way he worships,
this is pleasing to God.”

Do you feel that way? Do you believe
that as long as one is sincere in the way
he chooses to worship God, regardless of
what that way is, this is acceptable and
pleasing to God?

WHAT IF MISPLACED?
While sincerity is commendable, what
if it is misplaced? What if the result of a
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belief or action is not as anticipated be-
cause that belief or course of action, how-
ever sincere, was in error?

Not long ago a drug called thalidomide
was introduced on the market. It was used
as a sedative and proved effective in in-
ducing sleep. However, to the dismay of
the whole world, it was later discovered
that the drug was responsible for babies
being born horribly deformed. Mothers
who had taken the drug early in their
pregnancy bore children who had deformed
arms and legs, or who were lacking one or
more of these limbs. Sometimes the ex-
ternal ears were missing. Deformities were
also noted in the eyes, throat and intesti-
nal tract. Swiftly the drug was removed
from the market. Governments banned its
distribution. It was definitely proved to be
a threat to the birth of normal, healthy
babies.

This drug was introduced in all sinceri-
ty. It was to be an aid to those having dif-
ficulties with sleep. Yet it proved a disas-
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ter. All the sincerity of doctors, druggists
and scientists was of no avail. Their confi-
dence in this new drug had been misplaced.
Instead of proving a benefit to humanity,
it proved a curse. Sincerity alone was not
sufficient to produce pleasing results.

Again, how pleasing would it be to an
employer if an employee did not do the
work assigned to him, but took it upon
himself to perform other work not dele-
gated to him? Would the employer be hap-
py that he did not carry out his assigned
tasks? No, the employer hired the worker
for a specific task and he expects that task
to be accomplished. The worker might be
sincere in walking off his assigned work
to another job, but that sincerity would
not be pleasing to the employer.

So, too, the builders of the superliner
Titanic were sincere in feeling that the
ship was virtually unsinkable. Yet on its
maiden voyage in 1912 it struck an ice-
berg and quickly sank, with great loss of
life. Her designers no doubt sincerely be-
lieved in the ship’'s ability to withstand
damage, but this sincerity did not prove
to be enough.

SINCERE, YET DISPLEASING TO GOD

In the all-important matter of worship-
ing God, it is likewise true that sincerity
alone does not guarantee that God is
pleased with our worship. We may con-
scientiously believe we are doing well in
this regard, yet we may be deluding our-
selves.

This self-deception has happened time
and again in history. It even had some-
thing to do with the very condition of
misery, pain and death that the human
race finds itself in today. How so? Back
in the garden of Eden, some 6,000 years
ago, the woman Eve thought she had a
good idea. Someone had told her this:
“God knows that in the very day of your
eating from it [the tree in the middle of
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the garden] your eyes are bound to be
opened and you are bound to be like God,
knowing good and bad.” What did Eve
then do? “Consequently the woman saw
that the tree’s fruit was good for food and
that it was something to be longed for to
the eyes, yes, the tree was desirable to
look upon. So she began taking of its fruit
and eating it.”—Gen. 3:5,6.

Eve felt that the tree was good to eat
from, and, after all, had not that voice
told her that she would even be like God if
she ate of it? She believed this, apparently
in sincerity. She even gave her husband
some of the fruit to eat.

But what was the result? God pro-
nounced this decision: “In the sweat of
your face you will eat bread until you re-
turn to the ground, for out of it you were
taken. For dust you are and to dust you
will return.” Yes, the death penalty was
pronounced against Adam and Eve.—Gen.
3:19.

Why? What had happened for this cou-
ple to be found worthy of death? The first
human pair had overlooked something.
God had warned: “From every tree of the
garden you may eat to satisfaction. But as
for the tree of the knowledge of good and
bad you must not eat from it, for in the
day you eat from it you will positively
die.”—Gen. 2:16, 17.

That is what they ignored! God had
commanded them not to eat from this tree.
They violated that clear command. They
pushed aside God and his ways.

Later in human history 450 prophets of
the god Baal assembled together with the
man Elijah, who worshiped Jehovah. They
took a young bull and placed it upon an
altar. Then the Baal prophets called for
fire from their god to consume this offer-
ing. Did he? The account relates this:
“They kept calling upon the name of Baal
from morning till noon, saying: ‘O Baal,
answer us!” But there was no voice, and
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there was no one answering.” These proph-
ets had sincerely believed Baal would an-
swer them. In their desperation they did
the following: “They began calling at the
top of their voice and cutting themselves
according to their custom with daggers
and with lances, until they caused blood to
flow out upon them. And it came about
that, as soon as noon was past and they
continued behaving as prophets until the
going up of the grain offering, there was
no voice, and there was no one answering,
and there was no paying of attention.”
—1Ki. 18:25-29.

No answer! All their sincerity and zeal
availed absolutely nothing! Baal did not
answer because he could not. He was not
a living god. Their sincerity in worship
did not please the living God Jehovah, for
he had already condemned the practices
these priests were performing. He was not
pleased with their degraded form of wor-
ship, however sincere. The result? God ap-
proved of the slaughter of the entire lot
of 450 Baal prophets. Were these Baal
prophets sincere? Yes. Did they please
God? No. They angered him. Why? Be-
cause they violated God's clear statement
of law regarding the worship of false gods:
“You must not have any other gods against
my face.”—Ex. 20:3.

No, sincerity alone will not please God.
Repeatedly God has expressed his displea-
sure against those who violate his laws,
however sincere they may be.

WHAT PLEASES GOD?

If sincerity alone does not please God,
then what does? The first essential to
pleasing God is to know him. We cannot
please God if we do not know who he is,
what his purposes are and what he wants
from us.

It is like a person who wants an auto-
mobile driver’s license. He must acquaint
himself with the traffic regulations of the
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country in which he lives. He may drive
an automobile, provided he abides by those
laws. If he breaks the laws connected with
driving, then he must pay the correspond-
ing penalty and may even lose his license.
But one must learn about the rules before
he can fulfill them. Without knowledge of
those rules, violations would occur imme-
diately, however sincere one may be in his
driving efforts.

Where God is concerned we learn about
him from his Word, the Bible. In this re-
markable communication to the human
family he tells us who he is, what his pur-
poses are and what he wants from man.
His Word tells us of his laws. To please
God, we must keep those laws. If we vio-
late them, then we displease God. “You
well know that Jehovah your God is the
true God, the faithful God, keeping cove-
nant and loving-kindness in the case of
those who love him and those who keep
his commandments to a thousand genera-
tions, but repaying to his face the one who
hates him by destroying him.” (Deut. 7:
9-11) Hence, it is not a matter of mere
sincerity in the way we choose to worship.
What is vital is sincerity in adhering to
the way God specifies we should worship.

The reasonableness of this can be seen
when we examine the world in which we
live. The crime, delinquency, disorder, hate,
racial tension and general breakdown of
morals is the direct result of disobeying
God’'s commandments. Do you consider the
results pleasing? Of course not! However,
where God's laws are obeyed, then peace,
harmony, love and high morality are the
rule. This condition can be found today
among dedicated worshipers of Jehovah
God.

Even among dedicated Christians, how-
ever, the individual must not delude him-
self into thinking that by merely going
through the motions he pleases God. Those
who are dedicated to God must be whole-
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souled, obedient from the heart. They must
keep his commandments. Their association
with other Christians who have respect
for all of God's commandments is no as-
surance that they are individually pleasing
God. They please him if they obey him. If
they do not obey him, then their claims of
sincerity and their association with other
dedicated Christians will not suffice to
please God.

God is not to be mocked. His purposes
will stand. What he says he will accom-
plish, he will certain-
ly do. When he com-
mands humans to
worship in a certain
way, they should.
Yes, sincerity cou-
pled with the per-
formance of God’s
will is the way to please him. Sincerity
alone, if it is not accompanied by the per-
formance of God'’s will, cannot please him.

Difference?

WHY PLEASE?

When a person breaks civil laws, he in-
curs a penalty. By obeying those laws, he
enjoys the benefits of the society that
made them. When a person breaks God's
laws, he incurs a penalty. By obeying God's
laws, the benefits that come from God are
enjoyed.

What is the penalty for violations of
God’s laws in our time? Since we are living
in the last days, near the end of this wick-

“Not everyone saying to me, -Lord, Lord,"
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ed system of things, the statement of the
psalmist takes on added significance: “But
the transgressors themselves will certainly
be annihilated together.” (Ps. 37:38) Vio-
lators of God's laws, even though sincere,
will be cut off in death at this system’s
end.

What are the benefits for those who sin-
cerely obey God's commandments? Psalm
37:27 promises: “Turn away from what
is bad and do what is good, and so reside
to time indefinite.” Lovers of what God
considers good will
live through the end
of this system into a
new system of things
where the earth will
be brought back to
a paradise condition.
There they will in-
deed “reside to time indefinite” and enjoy
the delights of this beautiful earth. Psalm
37:29 helps us to understand how long this
“time indefinite” will be for lovers of what
is right when it says: “The righteous
themselves will possess the earth, and they
will reside forever upon it.”

Peace and perfect life in a restored para-
dise will be the lot of those who love God
and sincerely follow his ways. Life in that
paradise will fulfill all their righteous de-
sires, for of God’'s promises the psalmist
said: “You are opening your hand and sat-
isfying the desire of every living thing.”
—Ps. 145:16.

will enter into the kingdom of the heavens,

but the one doing the will of my Father who is in the heavens will. Many will say to
me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and expel demons in
your name, and perform many powerful works in your name?' And yet then | will
confess to them: | never knew you! Get away from me, you workers of lawlessness,"

— Matt.

7:21-23.



re on your way, and, having

taken a stand in the temple,

eep on speaking to the people

r:II the sayings about this life."
—Acts 5:20.

HE Christian apostles Peter and John

had been in custody before. So being
arrested and jailed now was no new ex-
perience for them. But to have an angel of
Jehovah open the door of the prison and
tell them and their fellow apostles to be
on their way was something new. Such an
experience must have instilled confidence,
strengthened their faith and helped them
in their fearless position already taken
against the religious leaders of Jerusalem.
The religious leaders had shown fear of
this small band of Christian ministers and
their successful work. “The high priest and
all those with him, the then existing sect
of the Sadducees, rose and became filled
with jealousy, and they laid hands upon
the apostles and put them in the public
place of custody.” (Acts 5:17, 18) What
had these men said or done to arouse jeal-
ousy on the part of these religionists and
make them take such action? Let us see.
1. Although the apostles had been arrested before,

what new experience does Acts, chapter five, relate
concerning them, and how did it affect them?

2 It was not many da

fore this happening that the

apostles and others with

them, 120 in all, were “filled

with holy spirit and started

to speak with different

tongues, just as the spirit was
granting them to make utterance.” (Acts
2:1-4) It was on that very day of the Fes-
tival of Pentecost that Peter stood up with
the eleven and spoke to the men of Judah
and to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem. Pe-
ter told them about Jesus the Nazarene,
how he had been fastened to a stake by the
hands of lawless men and killed, and how
God had resurrected Jesus by loosening the
pangs of death. Peter spoke fearlessly. He
told the truth about the impaling of Jesus
Christ outside Jerusalem fifty-one days
previously. Listening attentively to the
words of Peter, that great crowd of people
heard his exhortation to repent. Peter
said: “Repent, and let each one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for
forgiveness of your sins, and you will re-
ceive the free gift of the holy spirit.” “And
with many other words he bore thorough
witness and kept exhorting them, saying:
‘Get saved from this crooked generation.’ ”
There were many there who embraced Pe-
ter’s words heartily and were baptized,
and on “that day about three thousand
souls were added. And they continued de-
voting themselves to the teaching of the
apostles.” (Acts 2:38-42) This great crowd
of people that had come to Jerusalem from
many nations, some from as far away as
2. On the day of Pentecost what had Peter told the

many Jews gathered in Jerusalem, and what response
did he get?
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Rome, were in constant attendance at the
temple day after day listening to the truth
from God’s Word. Before returning home
they were anxious to learn all they could
about the fulfillment of prophecy and
about this impaled one, Jesus Christ, the
Son of Jehovah God. How many persons
today are anxious to learn “all the sayings
about this life” ? In our day you can hardly
find a person who reads his Bible daily.

3However, nineteen hundred years ago
the temple area in Jerusalem, where Jesus
did considerable preaching, was the center
of attraction for gaining the latest infor-
mation. From Pentecost on, the apostles
were there busily giving out the most
important information, tell-
ing the truth concerning
the kingdom of the heav-
ens, the exaltation of Christ
Jesus to the right hand of
God and the promised holy
spirit from the Father that
was being poured out daily
upon believers. There was
much evidence of the pour-
ing out of this holy spirit,
because “Jehovah contin-
ued to join to them daily
those being saved.” (Acts
2:47) The Christian reli-
gion was getting a real
foothold. No wonder, then,
that the Jewish religionists
were getting jealous.
4The Bible account in the
following chapter tells us:
“Now Peter and John were
going up into the temple
for the hour of prayer,
the ninth hour, and a cer-
tain man that was lame
from his mother's womb
3. Why were the Jewish religionists
jealous of the apostles?
4. Relate the experience of the lame

man who came into contact with
Peter and John.

Brooklyn, N.Y.

was being carried, and they would daily
put him near the temple door.” Here this
crippled man would “ask [for] gifts of
mercy from those entering into the tem-
ple.” It was quite natural, then, for him to
ask Peter and John for gifts of mercy. Pe-
ter and John stopped and gazed at this
lame man and said: “Take a look at us.”
So the man did and was surprised to hear
Peter say: “Silver and gold I do not pos-
sess, but what 1 do have is what | give
you: In the name of Jesus Christ the Naz-
arene, walk!” Peter reached out and took
the lame man by the right hand and raised
him up. A miracle occurred! “Instantly the
soles of his feet and his ankle bones were
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made firm; and, leaping up, he stood up
and began walking, and he entered with
them into the temple, walking and leaping
and praising God.”—Acts 3:1-8.

SKKWATCHTOWER. 9

in the sight of all of you. And now, broth-
ers, I know that you acted in ignorance,

just as your rulers also did. But in this

way God has fulfilled the things he an-

5  What a wonderful thing! Unbelievablepounced beforehand through the mouth of

but many people were coming into the tem-
ple and recognized that this one now walk-
ing about was the same man who used to
be lame. “Well, as the man was holding
onto Peter and John, all the people ran to-
gether to them at what was called Solo-
mon’s colonnade, surprised out of their
wits.” (Acts 3:11) This gave Peter a won-
derful opportunity to talk about Jesus
Christ. He certainly did not want them to
believe that what had happened was due
to any personal power of his. He said:
“Men of lIsrael, why are you wondering
over this, or why

are you gazing at

us as though by

personal power

or godly devotion

we have made

him walk? The

God of Abraham

and of Isaac and

of Jacob, the God

of our forefa-

thers, has glorified his Servant, Jesus,
whom vyou, for your part, delivered- up
and disowned before Pilate’s face, when
he had decided to release him. Yes, you
disowned that holy and righteous one,
and you asked for a man, a murderer,
to be freely granted to you, whereas you
killed the Chief Agent of life. But God
raised him up from the dead, of which
fact we are witnesses. Consequently his
name, by our faith in his name, has made
this man strong whom you behold and
know, and the faith that is through him
has given the man this complete soundness
5 (a)
following the miraculous heal
proper credit to Jesus for this lame man’'s recovery,

Sb) \glhat exhortation did he now give those gathered
ews?

At the gathering tolgether of all the people
ing show how Peter gave

all the prophets, that his Christ would
suffer. Repent, therefore, and turn around
so as to get your sins blotted out, that
seasons of refreshing may come from the
person of Jehovah and that he may send
forth the Christ appointed for you, Jesus,
whom heaven, indeed, must hold within
itself until the times of restoration of all
things of which God spoke through the
mouth of his holy prophets of old time.”
(Acts 3:12-21) Do you believe what Peter
said then? Is your faith in Jesus Christ
and Jehovah God as strong as Peter’s? Do
you speak to others
about your Christian
faith as plainly as he
did? If not, why not?
Are you afraid that
what happened to Pe-
ter and John will hap-
pen to you?

6 Let us see what happ

when the two apostles attract-

ed great crowds by the miracle
performed and by their freeness of speech:
“Now while the two were speaking to
the people, the chief priests and the cap-
tain of the temple and the Sadducees came
upon them, being annoyed because they
were teaching the people and were plainly
declaring the resurrection from the dead
in the case of Jesus; and they laid their
hands upon them and put them in custody
till the next day, for it was already eve-
ning. However, many of those who had
listened to the speech believed, and the
number of the men became about five
thousand.” (Acts 4:1-4) Of course, during
6. For performingh this_ miracle how were Peter and
John treated by the chief priests and Sadducees, and

why should the chief priests and Sadducees have acted
differently?
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the previous days thousands of people had
associated themselves with these faithful
followers of Christ Jesus and had become
Christians. The message of Peter and John
was making Jews repent, and they were
leaving the Jewish religion. Really, the
ones who should have accepted Christ Je-
sus were the leaders among the people,
namely, their rulers and their priests. They
knew the Scriptures and should have seen
the fulfillment of prophecy before their
very eyes, but these leaders were no more
interested in God's kingdom and Christ Je-
sus in their day than are the rulers and
religious priests today.

7 The present-day religious clergy
Christendom are acting just like the
priests and Sadducees of Jesus’ time. The
leaders of the masses try to keep the peo-
ple in line through threats and little irri-
tations. They cannot find real fault with
the individual Christian’'s excellent work,
but what the Christian does is not to their
liking and reflects on their prestige, so
stop—scare them! What had Peter and
John done that was wrong and that led to
their being put in jail? The only thing that
the rulers could find fault with in Peter
and John was that they had told the truth
to too many people and did something
good to a lame man. They had healed that
man, a man who had been lame from the
time of his birth and now was forty years
old. They had not asked permission from
the rulers to do this good deed and to
preach the truth. Now the way to stop
them was to put them in jail for a night.
That should take the spirit of God out of
them, they thought.

7. (a) What similar attitude is shown by modern-day
religious leaders? (b) As far as the religious leaders in

the days of the apostles are concerned what “wrongs”
had Peter and John committed ?
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INTIMIDATION FAILS

8 This was the first time that Peter and

John were put into custody, held over-
night in jail. This intimidation did not dis-
turb Peter and John at all. The next day
when they were asked by the rulers, “By
what power or in whose name did you do
this?” here was what happened: “Then Pe-
ter, filled with holy spirit, said to them:
‘Rulers of the people and older men, if we
are this day being examined, on the basis
of a good deed to an ailing man, as to by
whom this man has been made well, let it
be known to all of you and to all the people
of Israel, that in the name of Jesus Christ
the Nazarene, whom you impaled but
0 hom God raised up from the dead, by

his one does this man stand here sound in
front of you.”” Then they told Annas the
chief priest and Caiaphas, as well as many
others who were Kkinsfolk of the chief
priest, that they were the ones that re-
jected Jesus and that “there is not another
name under heaven that has been given
among men by which we must get saved.”
(Acts 4:7-12) Then Peter used a powerful
illustration. He went back to the writings
of David, quoting from Psalm 118:22. Pe-
ter pointed to scripture in which they
should believe and he showed the fulfill-
ment of prophecy. David had written that
the stone that the builders rejected had be-
come the head of the corner. Would they
now listen when Peter said: “This is ‘the
stone that was treated by you builders as
of no account that has become the head of
the corner’”? (Acts 4:11) Peter and John
very likely had in mind the words of the
prophet Isaiah, too, who wrote: “There-
fore hear the word of Jehovah, you brag-
garts, . . . ‘Here | am laying as a founda-
tion in Zion a stone, a tried stone, the
8, 9. (a) What effect did jailing have on the apostles,
and how did Peter answer the question, “By what
power and in whose name did you do this” healing?

(b) How did Peter use Bible prophecies of Psalms and
Isaiah to good advantage ?
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precious corner of a sure foundation. No
one exercising faith will get panicky.””
—Isa. 28:14,16.

“Peter and John were not panicky but
spoke boldly to the Jewish rulers who had
cried out to Pilate about Jesus: “Let him
be impaled!” (Matt. 27:15-26) They
showed their faith and courage even
though being in prison one night and then
being brought to stand before these au-
gust men. This did not disturb their think-
ing. They were there for a purpose—to
speak fearlessly about the true God and his
Son, Jesus Christ, the only “name under
heaven that has been given among men by
which we must get saved.”—Acts 4:12.

OPeter and John were ordinary fisher-
men by trade, and the people knew them
as such. But it could be seen that they had
walked with Jesus, had listened to his
words and were trained by him. They had
something else, too—the holy spirit from
God. All this would make them act differ-
ently from most persons. This difference
was noticed by these rulers. “Now when
they beheld the outspokenness of Peter and
John, and perceived that they were men
unlettered
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ly having a problem they did not knowhow
to cope with, told Peter and John to step
outside the Sanhedrin hall, and these
“wise” men began to consult with one an-
other, saying: “What shall we do with
these men?” They certainly could not ig-
nore or deny what had happened. All the
inhabitants of Jerusalem by now knew
what had occurred. Fearing the people, the
rulers came to a conclusion: “Let us tell
them with threats not to speak any more
upon the basis of this name to any man
at all.”—Acts 4:15-17.

CLERICAL FEAR OF WITNESSES

L Similar action has been taken today

against Christians in the nations of the
earth that call themselves Christian. Reli-
gious leaders get just as fearful of the
same message that true Christians, Jeho-
vah's witnesses, preach worldwide today.
They will do everything within their pow-
er to stop the message of God’'s kingdom
from being given. For example, in Greece,
in the summer of
1963, the arch-
bishop of the
Greek Orthodox
Church, Chrysos-
tomos, threat-
ened the Greek
government that
he would organ-
?ka%ta? ize a march from

X S%% Salonika to Ath-
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with Jesus; and as they were looking
at the man that had been cured stand-
ing with them, they had nothing to
say in rebuttal.”—Acts 4:13, 14.

N The religious leaders, immediate-

10. Though
John as well as the rest of the apostles possess
that made them different?

11. What problem did the religious leaders now
have 7to face, and to what conclusion did they
come?

“ordinary” men, what did Peter and
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ens if the conven-
tion of Jehovah'’s
witnesses was al-
lowed to meet in
Athens. He had
his way, as the
12. (a) Show how simi-
lar action by false re-
ligious leaders is car-
ried on even today,
(b) How was this re-

ported on by the Daily
American newspaper?
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Daily American newspaper of July 26,
1963, pointed out: “The Greek government
has banned all public meetings of Jeho-
vah’'s Witnesses, it was announced today.
. . . Archbishop Chrysostomos, primate of
Greece, has led all Greek Orthodox organi-
zations in a general outcry against the
Jehovah's Witnesses’ rally, which he called
a ‘shameful congress of atheists and an-
archists.’ In a letter to the prime minister,
Panayotis Pipinelis, he said unless the rally
were banned, he would be compelled to ‘de-
fend everything sacred and to lead the
clergy and the people’ in an all-out action
against the sect.”

1BWhat was the archbishop afraid of, or,
for that matter, what are all the Greek
Orthodox clergy afraid of? Bible study?
The distribution of the Bible? Encourage-
ment given to the Greek people to read the
Bible? All the world knows that Jehovah's
witnesses devote their time to aiding peo-
ple around the world to read and under-
stand the Bible in their own language. Is
that what the archbishop of the Greek Or-
thodox Church labels atheism and anar-
chy, the study of the Word of God? the
preaching of the good news of God’s king-
dom? Is he against having the Greek peo-
ple walk in the footsteps of Christ Jesus?
Who really is the anarchist, the disrupter
of government? Who wanted to make all
people rise up and march from Salonika
to Athens and break up Jehovah'’s witness-
es’ peaceful meeting?

U4The Greek Orthodox Church was suc-
cessful in its threats against the govern-
ment and it was able to dictate the action
that the government of Greece took, name-
ly, cancel the approved meeting of Jeho-
vah's witnesses on July 30, 1963. In Jesus’
day Caiaphas, the high priest, and the
howling Jews shouted at the ruler, Pilate,

13. Outline the pointed questions now in need of an-
swers.

14. How was the Greek government of 1963 much like
Pilate in Jesus’ day?

Brooklyn, N.Y.

“Let him be impaled!” Even Pilate, the
ruler in the Roman province, did not want
Jesus Killed; but when he saw that an up-
roar was arising, Pilate took water and
washed his hands before the crowd, say-
ing: “l am innocent of the blood of this
man. You yourselves must see to it.” “At
that all the people said in answer: ‘His
blood come upon us and upon our children.’
Then he released Barabbas to them, but
he had Jesus whipped and handed him over
to be impaled.” (Matt. 27:24-26) You hear
the same kind of cries today by false reli-
gionists against true followers of Jesus.

“ Despite all the outcries of the Greek
clergy, Jehovah’s witnesses in Greece in-
creased by 9 percent during the year 1963.
Thei'e are now 10,507 of Jehovah's wit-
nesses, all Christians, preaching the good
news of God’'s kingdom. They have spent
more than 1,100,000 hours talking to per-
sons interested in Bible study. Have the
Greek Orthodox clergy spent that much
time going from house to house teaching
the people of Greece the things they
learned from God’'s Word? Or, have they
spent most of their time telling the people
not to listen to Jehovah’'s witnesses and
seeing to it that Jehovah's witnesses are
arrested for teaching the Bible to people
who want to hear? Have the Greek clergy
gone to the homes of their parishioners
and conducted 4,245 Bible studies each
week with persons who want to know what
the Bible contains? We wish they would!
Jehovah’s witnesses did that in Greece in
the year 1963.

“In the days of the apostles, it was
false religionists who tried to stop the
faithful followers of Christ from preach-
ing the good news, and today it is false
religionists who are doing the same thing.
Greek Orthodox, Roman Catholic and the

15. (a) Does this opposition against Jehovah's witnesses
in Greece cause them to shrink back in fear? (b) What
would the Greek Orthodox clergy do well to consider?
16. As in the days of the apostles, who today seek to
stop the preaching of the good news?
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Protestant clergy are not training all
their congregation members to be minis-
ters; rather, their members feel they
should keep quiet and not say a word
about Jesus or his kingdom to anyone else.
Is that walking in the steps of Jesus
Christ?

I’Returning to the account in Acts, we
find that the religious leaders called the
apostles back into their presence and
“charged them, nowhere to make any ut-
terance or to teach upon the basis of the
name of Jesus. But in reply Peter and John
said to them: ‘Whether it is righteous in
the sight of God to listen to you rather
than to God, judge for yourselves. But as
for us, we cannot stop speaking about the
things we have seen and heard.” "—Acts
4:18-20.

BSo it must be today for every person
who claims to be a Christian. If your
“church” does not encourage you to preach
publicly and from house to house about
God's kingdom, then heed heaven's com-
mand: “Get out of her ... if you do not
want to share with her in her sins ... and
receive part of her plagues.” (Rev. 18:4,5)
You must speak about the things you have
seen and heard in God's Word. You can-
not be silent! When, for instance, the
Greek Orthodox Church claims that no
one (in this case meaning Jehovah’s wit-
nesses) may go about doing proselyting
work, that is, preaching to other people
about the Bible, they are going absolutely
contrary to the commandment of God as
stated in the Bible, God's Word. What
were Peter and John doing in Jerusalem?
They were preaching God’s Word to the
Jews, changing them from one religion to
another, from traditional Jews to Chris-
tians. They were able to do it because they
were preaching the truth. Jehovah’s wit-
nesses are doing a similar thing today.
17, 18. (a) Though called on to stop preaching, what

was the apostles’ answer? (b) Is it any different today,
and how must Christians view proselyting?
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DHitler, a Roman Catholic, the arm of
his church in Germany, forbade Jehovah's
witnesses to preach the kingdom of God,
and these modern-day Christians had to
say to Hitler's Gestapo police: ‘Whether
it is righteous in the sight of God to listen
to you rather than to God, judge for your-
selves.” They kept preaching even though
10,000 of them were put in concentration
camps and over 4,000 died there. The rest
nearly starved to death. The war’s end
aided their survival.

DlIn 1933 Hitler signed a concordat with
the Roman Catholic Church, even as Mus-
solini, the head of the Italian government
in his day, had done. But even if the rulers
of countries make agreements with reli-
gious organizations, Jehovah's witnesses
living in those countries cannot forget
God's Word. They must serve God, ‘speak-
ing about the things we have seen and
heard.” Even though these were threat-
ened with death, the rulers were unable to
stop the preaching activity of Jehovah's
people. Today Hitler and Mussolini are
gone, but Jehovah's witnesses are preach-
ing in greater numbers than ever in their
countries. Today there are 78,043 minis-
ters in West Germany, and in Italy there
are 7,801 witnesses of Jehovah telling out
the good news.

2LNo one can destroy the truth. Truth
is always right, though everyone opposes
it. The apostle Paul said: “Let God be
found true, though every man be found a
liar.” (Rom. 3:4) Just because Peter and
John spoke the truth, saying they healed
a lame man in the name of Jesus, they
were jailed and threatened. Finally they
were released because the Jewish court
“did not find any ground on which to pun-
19, 20. What was the Christians’ answer to Hitler when
he forbade the preaching of God's kingdom, and with
what result by 1963?
laired are persoaiteds  (B) When Fetor and Johr ro

lated the experience to their fellow Christians what did
they all together raise their voices and say?
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ish them and on account of the people.”
—Acts 4:21,22.

2Peter and John hastened “to their own
people and reported what things the chief
priests and the older men had said to
them.” Then, all together, they raised their
voices to God and said: “ ‘Why did nations
become tumultuous and peoples meditate
upon empty things? The kings of the earth
took their stand and the rulers massed to-
gether as one against Jehovah and against
his anointed one.” Even so, both Herod and
Pontius Pilate with men of nations and
with peoples of Israel were in actuality
gathered together in this city against your
holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed.”
—Acts 4:23-27.

ZBJust as it was in the days of the apos-
tles, so Christians today must put up with
the empty things the rulers meditate on.
Just because Jehovah’'s witnesses refuse
to salute the flag of Liberia under pres-
sure by the army, Watch Tower Society
missionaries were expelled from that coun-
try. It is easy for the religious president,
Tubman, to say “the Jehovah's Witnesses
as a sect are welcome in this country [Li-
beria] but they will be required to con-
form to the law requiring all persons to
salute the flag when it is being hoisted or
lowered at ceremonies in their sight, or
keep away from such ceremonies.” But the
question must be asked of the president:
How can Christians keep away from such
a ceremony, which is idolatrous, when an
army comes to an assembly ground of Je-
hovah’s witnesses and at gunpoint makes
everyone march to a compound where a
flag is raised and where force is used to
try to make everyone salute the flag of the
Republic of Liberia? Will that make the
individual a better Liberian or a better
Christian? This whole story appears in the
23. (a) How did Liberia's president Tubman show he
felt toward Jehovah's Christian witnesses? %)) What

question would be logical to ask after reading President
Tubman’s public statement about Jehovah's witnesses?

Brooklyn, N.Y.

Awake! magazine of August 8, 1963. Has
President Tubman put himself in the class
of Hitler and Mussolini?

AThe ruler in Haiti too expelled mis-
sionaries who were carrying on a good
work of preaching God's kingdom and
teaching the people to study the Bible. In
Spain Christian missionaries have been ex-
pelled because of conducting Bible studies
in people’s homes. The same is true of
Portugal. Meeting places in private homes
of Jehovah’'s witnesses in Roman Catholic
Spain and Portugal have been invaded, and
many individuals have been put in prison.
Why? Because those people were study-
ing the Bible with other Christians. So
the rulers have taken their stand and have
massed together against Jehovah and
against his servants. They must certainly
know that Jehovah's witnesses are not in-
terested in upsetting their governments or
causing any disturbance to them. The rul-
ers further know that Jehovah’s witnesses
are well-behaved people. Why must the
ruler be fearful? The only reason is that
Jehovah's witnesses preach the good news
of God's kingdom.

SAre you preaching this good news to-
day? If you are, you too are doing Chris-
tian work and someday will be as much
looked down upon by false religionists as
the apostles were. Do not be surprised if
it happens to you. Christians can expect
such treatment. Jesus said: “You will be
haled before governors and kings for my
sake, for a witness to them and the na-
tions.”—Matt. 10:18.

SPEAKING WITH BOLDNESS
B Nineteen hundred years ago Peter and
John asked Jehovah God to “give attention
to their threats, and grant your slaves to

24. Where else have Christian witnesses had difficulty,
and why?

25. Therefore, what can the true followers of Christ
expect?

26. What was the prayer of Peter and John, and does
it apply to Christians today ?
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keep speaking your word with all bold-
ness.” This prayer God answered right
away, because “they were one and all filled
with the holy spirit and were speaking the
word of God with boldness.” (Acts 4:29,
31) Jehovah did not show any partiality
then, neither does he now, for it is the
same holy spirit, God’s active force, that
each dedicated servant of God wants so he
can speak with the boldness necessary to
keep on declaring the Word of God even
though threats come from archbishops,
presidents or dictators of countries, clergy
or anyone else. Because of “speaking the
word of God with boldness” today Chris-
tians will have the same results as Peter
and John had, regardless of threats and
opposition. They, too, can joyfully say:
“Believers in the Lord kept on being add-
ed, multitudes both of men and of women.”
—Acts 5:14.
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Matt. 18:6, 10) They also knew that an-
gels took a great interest in happenings
on the earth. They were acquainted with
the facts of the birth of Jesus when the
shepherds were living out of doors and
watching their flocks. “And suddenly Je-
hovah's angel stood by them, and Jeho-
vah's glory gleamed around them,... and
suddenly there came to be with the angel
a multitude of the heavenly host, praising
God.” (Luke 2:9, 13) All these thoughts
may have flashed through their minds
when “during the night Jehovah’'s angel
opened the doors of the prison, [and]
brought them out.”

BCan you imagine the astonishment,
the look of amazement on their faces? The
doors of the prison opened. No protest
came from the guards. Here is an angel di-
recting them out of the prison. When they
are all outside, the angel speaks: “Be on

Z  The people in Jerusalem were interyour way, and, having taken a stand in

ested in truth and wanted to hear what
the apostles had to say. But not so the
false religionists! So again “the high priest
and all those with him, the then existing
sect of the Sadducees, rose and became
filled with jealousy, and they laid hands
upon the apostles and put them in the
public place of custody.” (Acts 5:17, 18)
This was the second time for Peter and
John, but they had company. The rest of
the apostles were locked up with them too.
Now something very unusual happened.
The angel of Jehovah stepped into the
picture and did what Jehovah told him to
do. The apostles were unafraid, being well
acquainted with the words of the psalm-
ist: “The angel of Jehovah is camping all
around those fearing him, and he rescues
them,” and they would remember what
Jesus said: “For | tell you that their an-
gels in heaven always behold the face of
my Father who is in heaven.” (Ps. 34:7;
27. (a) At the time of the second arrest of the apostles

what unusual happening occurred? (b) What may have
well come into the minds of these men of God?

the temple, keep on speaking to the peo-
ple all the sayings about this life.”—Acts
5:20.

DWhat could be more definite! The com-
mand given to the apostles by the angel
could not be made any plainer them that.
Some days earlier they had asked Jehovah
God to give attention to the threats of the
rulers “and grant your slaves to keep
speaking your word with all boldness.”
When “they had made supplication, the
place in which they were gathered togeth-
er was shaken; and they were one and all
filled with the holy spirit and were speak-
ing the word of God with boldness.” For
doing this the whole group of apostles were
imprisoned this time. Now, here is more
assurance that they had done the right
thing. An angel is pointing toward the
temple: “Be on your way, and, having tak-
en a stand in the temple, keep on speaking
to the people all the sayings about this

28, 29. What next took place, and what command were
they given?
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life.” What satisfaction this must have
meant to them!

Brooklyn, N.Y.

2Jehovah’s witnesses today are trying
hard to accomplish the very thing that Je-

P The apostles had been in the templsus commanded his followers to keep do-

day after day doing what God told them
to do, and thousands of people had heard
them preach. There at the temple is where
they belonged. There is where Jehovah was
going to keep them, despite the false re-
ligionists. What joy, what confidence, what
gratitude was theirs! They were right in
what they were doing! Those religionists
were wrong and fighting against God. Here
was a direct command from Jehovah by
his angel or messenger as to what to do.
Were they filled with zeal? O yes! “After
hearing this, they entered into the temple
at daybreak and began to teach.”—Acts
5:21.

EXTENDING THE GOOD NEWS WORLDWIDE

8 There was no stopping the apostles
then, and there will be no stopping of Je-
hovah's witnesses today, by Jehovah's un-
deserved kindness. Why? Because the
truth from God's Word must be preached.
Jehovah's witnesses have the very same
command that the apostles had. They have
the very same message from the Word of
God and they believe it just as firmly to-
day as did the apostles. The work of de-
claring this good news of God’'s kingdom
around the whole earth is getting greater
every year. This is no time for Christians
to be fearful. At Pentecost the Christians
began preaching in Jerusalem, first at the
upper room. In time they took in all the
Promised Land and then a much larger
assignment, an assignment Jesus said must
be covered: “Go therefore and make dis-
ciples of people of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the holy spirit.”—Matt. 28:19,
20.

30. Having this answer to their prayers for boldness,
what attitude did the apostles have, and where were
they at daybreak ? .

3L (a) Why was there no stopping of the apostles then,
and why ‘will there be no stopping of Jehovah's
witnesses today? (b) To what extent must the good
news be preached?

ing, namely, fulfill their commission to
disciple people of all nations. They bear
constantly in mind these words: “This
good news of the kingdom will be preached
in all the inhabited earth for a witness to
all the nations; and then the end will
come.” (Matt. 24:14) Jehovah's witnesses
still seek angelic direction but now go to
God’s written Word to see what is to be
done. We can see in our mind’'s eye what
John saw in vision: “And | saw another
angel flying in midheaven, and he had
everlasting good news to declare as glad
tidings to those who dwell on the earth,
and to every nation and tribe and tongue
and people, saying in a loud voice: ‘Fear
God and give him glory, because the hour
of the judgment by him has arrived, and
so worship the One who made the heaven
and the earth and sea and fountains of
waters.”” (Rev. 14:6, 7) That is an assign-
ment! Not just for the angel, but for those
who appreciate the work God wants done
on the earth.

PBJehovah's witnesses today fully realize
that Jehovah God has used angels in times
past, and while they do not actually see
the angel flying in midheaven now, they
do see through John’s vision that the mes-
sage of this angel must be declared today
in its every detail. More than one million
proclaimers of the “everlasting good news”
are going from house to house around this
earth declaring glad tidings to everyone
everywhere regardless of his circum-
stances or nationality.

ASo what was happening back there in
Jerusalem on a small scale with the angel
32. How do Jehovah's witnesses seek angelic direction
today, and what does Revelation 14:6, 7, show as to the
work of such heavenly servants of God?

33. While the angel flying in midheaven is not seen
![igg;aélg/? by Jehovah's "people, what do they see and

34. How widespread is the preaching of the *“ever-
lasting good news” in our day?
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freeing the apostles and telling them to go
into the temple area, there to speak again,
is occurring in these last days on a world-
wide scale. The angel in midheaven is di-
recting God's people to preach the “ever-
lasting good news,” that everyone may
have the opportunity to “fear God and give
him glory.” No one who is dedicated to
Jehovah can hesitate for a minute from
telling all peoples to “worship the One who
made the heaven and the earth.”

PHThe rulers and false religionists of the
earth today do not like Jehovah'’s witness-
es to do this any more than the rulers and
priests did in the days of the apostles.
When Jehovah’s witnesses are arrested to-
day they usually have to stay in prison
longer than the apostles experienced in
these accounts, but in God’s due time they
are released. It took ten years or more to
release many of Jehovah’s witnesses from
the concentration camps in Hitler's time,
but these Christians did get out; and today
they are listening to the angel flying in
midheaven and, with their brothers world-
wide, are declaring the “everlasting good
news” as glad tidings.

FPLet us look at our apostolic pattern-
makers again, our exemplars in good
works. Right at daybreak the apostles en-
tered into the temple and began to teach.
Now when the high priest and the Sad-
ducees had got together and they assem-
bled the older men of the sons of Israel,
and they sent out to the jail to have the
apostles brought to them, they learned
from the officers that the apostles were not
there. These men reported to the religious
leaders: “The jail we found locked with
all security and the guards standing at the
doors, but on opening up we found no one
inside.” The angel had taken care of every-
35. What attitude do rulers and religious leaders have
toward Jehovah's witnesses today?

36. (a) Returning to the days of the apostles, what do
we now note happening in Jerusalem? (b) Where are

the apostles reported as being found, and how can we be
sure that was where they would be?
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thing. After he had opened the doors of
the prison and had brought the apostles
out, then he closed them again, locked
them, and none of the guards knew what
had happened, except now they learned
they were guarding an empty prison. This
was a disturbing situation for the captain
of the temple and for the chief priests.
Just about this time, when they were all
worrying and were concerned over what
had taken place, a certain man arrived and
reported to them: “Look! The men you
put in the prison are in the temple, stand-
ing and teaching the people.” This was
where the angel had instructed them to go
and that is where they went, to do the
work God had directed them to do. “Then
the captain went off with his officers and
proceeded to bring” the apostles to this
religious crowd, “but without violence, as
they were afraid of being stoned by the
people.”—Acts 5:20-26.

OBEYING GOD RATHER THAN MEN

¥ As the apostles stood before these rul-

ers in the Sanhedrin hall and heard the
questions of the high priest, they were not
quivering and were not fearful. They had
the protection of Jehovah God and of the
unseen angels. Therefore, after the rulers
said: “We positively ordered you not to
keep teaching upon the basis of this name,
and yet, look! you have filled Jerusalem
with your teaching, and you are deter-
mined to bring the blood of this man upon
us,” Peter and the other apostles said: “We
must obey God as ruler rather than men.
The God of our forefathers raised up Je-
sus, whom you slew, hanging him upon a
stake. God exalted this one as Chief Agent
and Savior to his right hand, to give re-
pentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.
And we are witnesses of these matters,

37, 38. (a) Brought before the rulers, how did Peter
fearlessly answer his accusers who demanded that the
apostles ‘stop preaching? (b) What is the situation today
in this regard?
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and so is the holy spirit, which God has
given to those obeying him as ruler.” (Acts
5:27-32) It took boldness to say what they
did to the rulers, but what they said was
the truth. They were Christians.

BThat is the very position every dedi-
cated Christian must take today. Knowl-
edge of Jehovah God and his Son, Jesus,
causes a Christian to declare that Jesus
Christ has been exalted as Chief Agent and
Savior and now sits at the right hand of
his Father “until 1 [Jehovah] place your
enemies as a stool for your feet.”—Acts 2:
34-36.

PFaithfulness to the Christian mission
means some inconveniences, threats, hard-
ships and trials, and perhaps even death
in some instances. So the priests and Sad-
ducees felt ill-disposed toward the apostles,
as the record shows: “When they heard
this, they felt deeply cut and were wanting
to do away with them.” (Acts 5:33) Some-
time later Stephen was stoned to death
because he spoke the truth. (Acts 7:54-60)
In this modern age we see like things
happening when fanatics, filled with the
spirit of this world, object to the ministry
of Jehovah'’s witnesses. Still, when a Chris-
tian knows he is right and is commis-
sioned to declare the *“everlasting good
news,” he continues to preach the glad tid-
ings with boldness.

DDuring all this excitement back there
in the days of the apostles, a man of wis-
dom, a Pharisee named Gamaliel, stood up
and said: “Men of Israel, pay attention to
yourselves as to what you intend to do re-
specting these men. For instance, before
these days Theudas rose, saying he him-
self was somebody, and a number of men,
about four hundred, joined his party. But
he was done away with, and all those who
were obeying him were dispersed and came
39. What may faithfulness to God mean for the
Christian, and yet what does he continue to do?

40. How did Gamaliel view this trial before the San-
hedrin, and what conclusions did he reach?
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to nothing. After him Judas the Galilean
rose in the days of the registration, and
he drew off people after him. And yet that
man perished, and all those who were
obeying him were scattered abroad. And
so, under the present circumstances, | say
to you, Do not meddle with these men, but
let them alone; (because, if this scheme
or this work is from men, it will be over-
thrown; but if it is from God, you will not
be able to overthrow them;) otherwise,
you may perhaps be found fighters actual-
ly against God.” At this they gave heed to
Gamaliel, “and they summoned the apos-
tles, flogged them, and ordered them to
stop speaking upon the basis of Jesus’
name, and let them go.” There should be
more men today like Gamaliel to counsel
the religious leaders and rulers as to the
course they should take.—Acts 5:35-40.

4The flogging did not change matters
for the apostles. They had been beaten be-
fore. They had been in prison before. They
had been threatened before. There was an
unseen power backing them up that the
rulers did not recognize. It was Jehovah
God, his Son, Christ Jesus, and a multitude
of angels, and the holy spirit that God was
sending to strengthen his earthly servants.
These faithful Christians, “therefore, went
their way from before the Sanhedrin, re-
joicing because they had been counted
worthy to be dishonored in behalf of his
name. And every day in the temple and
from house to house they continued with-
out letup teaching and declaring the good
news about the Christ.” Do you have that
kind of faith? Would you listen to an an-
gel of Jehovah and do what the apostles
did? True Christians will'—Acts 5:41, 42.

LWhat joy the apostles had because
they listened to the angel! They moved
out into greater fields of service in vindi-

41, How did the apostles view the flogging they re-
ceived and the threats?

42. Having listened with joy to the angel, how did the
apostles show boldness in declaring the good news?
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cation of Jehovah's name and word. They
strengthened the growing congregation of
God in their day. Eventually, these apos-
tles along with many other faithful, tried
followers moved out into other regions, not
just among the Jews, but among the Gen-
tiles. These others of every tribe and
tongue and people were given the oppor-
tunity of learning the truth and “the say-
ings about this life” that Jesus had told
his followers about. The apostle Paul, writ-
ing to the Corinthians, told of his keen
interest in “the sayings about this life”
when he gave them his wonderful argu-
ment in proof of the resurrection of the
dead.—1 Cor. 15:1-57.

B  Christians will
apostles who did what God's angel told
them to do. Jehovah's angels today are di-
recting his people in his organization
throughout the earth as these declare the
43,44. What encouragement Is given to modern-day

Christian witnesses of Jehovah, and what will they
continue to pray?

F YOU believe that Jesus

Christ is the Son of God and that “there
is not another name under heaven that has
been given among men by which we must
get saved,” then you must certainly believe
the words of Jesus and his apostles. Jesus
said: “If you love me, you will observe
my commandments.” (John 14:15) The

1. How does a disciple of Jesus observe the command-

ments of that one ?
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message of “everlasting good news.” So
take courage. Share in the preaching work.
Do it with boldness, having confidence in
God's Word. “For he will give his own an-
gels a command concerning you, to guard
you in all your ways.” (Ps. 91:11) In
proof of this Paul asks the question: “Are
they not all spirits for public service, sent
forth to minister for those who are going
to inherit salvation?” (Heb. 1:14) His
question calls for the answer Yes.

4 Are you, then, interested in salvation

through Christ Jesus? Peter and John
were and said: “There is no salvation in
anyone else, for there is not another name
under heaven that has been given among

now imitate thosdénen by which we must get saved.” (Acts

4:12) If you have the faith a Christian
must have in Christ Jesus, then in order
to succeed in this fast-fading system of
things you will continue to pray to be
“filled with the holy spirit” and as a re-
sult you will be “speaking the word of God
with boldness.”—Acts 4:31.

‘eadito

logical conclusion, then, is as stated by Je-
sus: “He that has my commandments and
observes them, that one is he who loves
me. In turn he that loves me will be loved
by my Father.” (John 14:21) So, when
a disciple keeps Jesus’ commandments he
shows love. But what do these command-
ments of Jesus involve? For one thing, Je-
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sus said: “Go therefore and make disciples
of people of all the nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the holy spirit, teaching them to
observe all the things I have commanded
you.” (Matt. 28:19, 20) For Jesus’ follow-
ers to convince people to become disci-
ples of Jesus it would take some talking,
preaching, persuasion.

Brooklyn, N.Y.

ing the good news of God'’s kingdom to oth-
ers? Or, when did you even direct some-
one’s attention to God’s written Word the
Bible so that he could take a firm stand for
right principles? But you say: ‘The way |
live my moral life proves | am a Christian.
I do not have to talk it.

3Interestingly, “all the things | have
commanded you” takes in the high moral

2 It was not only a matter of makingtandard of God too. Do you join in the

disciples but there was Jesus’ instruction
to teach the new disciples and show them
how to observe all the things Jesus com-
manded. To travel, preach and teach, that
is, put the truth in the other person’s mind,
is a lot of work for any Christian. Have
you tried it? Does the “church” you be-
long to urge you to do all that? Or is your
religion more like the one described in
Time magazine of October 25, 1963, in its
religious section on page 86? It makes this
statement: “President [of the Disciples of
Christ Church] Dr. Robert W. Burns of
Atlanta warned that the flames of a faith
built on evangelism seemed to be dying
into embers. ‘Our evangelism has lagged
because many of us lack a deep concern
for the salvation of our neighbor’s soul,
he said. ‘How long since you were the
means through which God added a soul to
the church? How long since you even
tried?”” These are good questions for
everyone claiming to be a Christian to
ponder. Every person belonging to any re-
ligious organization of Christendom should
examine himself. Why? Well, if you claim
to be a Christian, do you “go,” “disciple,”
“baptize” and “teach”? What proof do
you have that you are a Christian if you
do not preach and teach pure Christianity?
When did you last try to persuade anyone
to take up Christian activity, like preach-

2. (a) Is our work only to preach and make disciples,

and what searching questions on the matter of evangel-
ism_did Time magazine report one religious person as
asking? (b) What additional queries might be made
of one claiming to be a Christian?

spirit of this world, which revolts against
the teachings of Christ on sex morality?
Do you in your church close your eyes to
adultery, fornication and sodomy by your
members? Paul the Christian did not! He
spoke out, saying: “You, the one preach-
ing ‘Do not steal,” do you steal? You, the
one saying ‘Do not commit adultery,” do
you commit adultery?” After pointing out
the “disgraceful sexual appetites” of both
the males and females of his day, he said:
“These know full well the righteous de-
cree of God, that those practicing such
things are deserving of death.” (Rom. 2:
21, 22; 1:24-32) Practicing wrong morals
surely will not get you life! Paul believed
what Jesus said on morals and bad habits.
Remember Jesus’ words, “From inside, out
of the heart of men, injurious reasonings
issue forth: fornications, thieveries, mur-
ders, adulteries, covetings, acts of wicked-
ness, deceit, loose conduct, an envious eye,
blasphemy, haughtiness, unreasonableness.
All these wicked things issue forth from
within and defile a man.”"—Mark 7:21-23.
41t was with straightforward words that
Jesus answered the scribes and Pharisees
when they complained about Jesus’ disci-
ples eating with unwashed hands. He
reached into God’s written Word to re-
ply authoritatively, saying: “lsaiah aptly
3. (&) How all-inclusive are the words “observe all the
things | have commanded you” ? (b) Where did Jesus
show wrong acts got their start?
4, 5. (a) What was Jesus a?ainst, and so how should
Christians question themselves? (b) Contrast Jesus

words at John 12:48-50 with the comment reported in
Time magazine of October 25, 1963.
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prophesied about you hypocrites, as it is
written: ‘This people honor me with their
lips, but their hearts are far removed from
me.”” It is what is in a man’s heart that
makes him what he is, for out of his heart
a man speaks. If he is like the Pharisees,
he has lost sight of the real issue and is
not following God’s or Jesus’ command-
ments. (Mark 7:6) Jesus was preaching
the truth and was against any sort of hyp-
ocritical practice. Which side are you on
when it comes to morals in a so-called
Christian community? Do you express
yourself or just let people look at you and
wonder what you do stand for? Do you
have the love of neighbor and the boldness
to stand up and talk for what Jesus said
on moral issues? Do you agree that “he
that disregards me [Jesus] and does not
receive my sayings has one to judge him”?
Jesus said: “The word that | have spoken
is what will judge him in the last day; be-
cause | have not spoken out of my own im-
pulse, but the Father himself who sent me
has given me a commandment as to what
to tell and what to speak. Also, I know
that his commandment means everlasting
life. Therefore the things | speak, just as
the Father has told me them, so | speak
them.” (John 12:48-50) Think! Just when
did you read and understand the full mean-
ing of the words Jesus spoke?

5 It is easy to see that a Christian can

not just arrive at his own conclusions and
decide how he should live. He must take
into account what is written in God’'s Word.
If he loves Jesus he must obey the com-
mandments of Jesus Christ too. How
strange it sounds to a Christian’s ears to
hear a member of a modern-day “church”
say: “Ever since the beginning, we've been
scared to death that we'd arrive at a
theology everyone would have to subscribe
to.” So said industrialist J. Irwin Miller,
a lay disciple and president of the National
Council of Churches. “The heart of the
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movement is this great concern to preserve
the freedom to arrive at one’s own conclu-
sions.” ( Timemagazine, Oct. 25
page 86) Does he mean to say the people
of his religion do not on every occasion
want to agree with the conclusions of Je-
sus and God?

6The twelve apostles of Christ Jesus did
not want or have twelve different conclu-
sions when they expressed the teachings
of Christ. There was only one conclusion
at which to arrive. The truth! Why is it
that today there are more than a thousand
so-called Christian church organizations
throughout the world? It is because they
want to teach their own conclusions, pre-
sent their own ideas, and not God's or
those of Jesus. Is there not just one faith,
one baptism, one Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ? Well, then, why not get back to
simple Christianity and have real love for
one another and get understanding of God?
Because there are too many persons want-
ing their ‘own conclusion,’ not truth. Even
within the many different religious denom-
inations themselves the individuals do not
love their neighbors as they do themselves.
Did not Jesus say: “Just as | have loved
you . . . you also love one another”? Yes!
All true Christians must show love for
Jehovah God and for God’s Son Christ Je-
sus. To try to help people, showing love
by explaining the Bible so all persons will
learn the truth in this day and age, takes
boldness.

PAUL’'S EXAMPLE OF BOLDNESS
7The apostle Paul had that kind of bold-
ness and showed love by the way he served
his brothers. First of all, he was not afraid
to preach. The Bible records that Paul was
“walking in and out at Jerusalem, speak-

6. Why do we have many so-called Christian church
organizations in our day?

7. (@) What kind of man was Paul? (b) What attitude
did the Jews take toward Paul, and so how did he
answer them?

1963,
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ing boldly in the name of the Lord; and
he was talking and disputing with the
Greek-speaking Jews. But these made at-
tempts to do away with him.” (Acts 9:28,
29) Do you who claim to be Christians go
in and out and about your city, discussing
your faith with others? Jesus did. The
apostles did. Early Christians did. When
Paul was in Antioch, he did. He wanted to
aid the “lost sheep” of the children of Is-
rael to understand that the Word of God
pointed to the promised Messiah, namely,
Christ Jesus. On sabbath days Paul would
go into the synagogue of Antioch in Pisid-
ia, and the people of the city would gath-
er together to hear the words of Jehovah.
However, when the Jews caught sight of
the crowds they were filled with jealousy
and began blaspheming and contradicting
the things that were spoken by Paul: “And
so, talking with boldness, Paul and Barna-
bas said: ‘It was necessary for the word
of God to be spoken first to you. Since
you are thrusting it away from you and
do not judge yourselves worthy of ever-
lasting life, look! we turn to the nations.
In fact, Jehovah has laid commandment
upon us in these words, “I have appointed
you as a light of nations, for you to be a
salvation to the extremity of the earth.”’
When those of the nations heard this, they
began to rejoice and to glorify the word of
Jehovah, and all those who were rightly
disposed for everlasting life became be-
lievers. Furthermore, the word of Jehovah
went on being carried throughout the
whole country.” (Acts 13:44-49) That
message that Paul spoke back there
reached many of your ancestors by means
of the Bible. But has it reached you? Or
are you like many millions today, just born
into your religion? Have you made a per-
sonal decision to be a footstep follower of
Christ Jesus? If you have, can you endure
what Paul did and keep going in the Chris-
tian way?

Brooklyn, N.Y.

8Just because Paul was preaching the
word of God the people of the city raised
up a persecution against Paul and Barna-
bas and threw them outside their bounda-
ries. So what did these two men do?
“These shook the dust off their feet against
them and went to Iconium.” (Acts 13:51)
Paul showed love for Jehovah God and his
Son, Christ Jesus, by boldly speaking to
the Jews in the synagogue in Iconium. In
this way Paul proved he was a Christian.
He loved Jesus. He observed Jesus’ com-
mandments. Paul made “disciples of people
of all nations” and taught them to observe
the things Jesus commanded all his fol-
lowers to do. What is your method of
preaching? Do you teach too? Do you up-
hold the real Christian standard for prop-
er morals, not the watered-down kind?
The teachings of Christ and his way of do-
ing things are still right. Are yours?

9Do not think that all the people in
Christendom are Christians. They could
not be, because they do not show the love
of Christ and keep his commandments. Be
honest with yourself about the question.
Do the people belonging to Christendom’s
churches in all their various religious de-
nominations really act like Christians?
You can say, ‘They have a religion,” but
surely you cannot say they are walking in
the footsteps of Christ Jesus. If the people
were doing so, this system of things would
be different. Christendom’s religious lead-
ers do not want to follow Christ any more
than the Jewish religious leaders of Paul’s
day did. Take a firm stand for righteous-
ness, no compromise, and speak up in be-
half of your faith in Christ Jesus and the
kingdom of God and you can expect the
same kind of treatment as Paul got at
Iconium. Here “a violent attempt took
8. How did Paul show his boldness in lIconium, givingi
rise to what timely questions calling for our persona
answer?

9. What can one who takes a firm, uncompromising
stand as a Christian expect?
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place ... to treat them insolently and pelt
them with stones.” When Paul and Barna-
bas were informed of what the people and
rulers were going to do, they fled the city.
—Acts 14:5-7.

DOn another occasion Paul was speak-
ing in a synagogue in Ephesus and “he
spoke with boldness for three months, giv-
ing talks and using persuasion concerning
the kingdom of God.” When some began
“speaking injuriously about The Way be-
fore the multitude, he withdrew from them
and separated the disciples from them, dai-
ly giving talks in the school auditorium
of Tyrannus.” (Acts 19:8, 9) Paul truly
was a Christian missionary. He went to
places and did preaching. He showed love
for his brothers and was bold in teaching
all sorts of people the way to everlasting
life. You will find that to be a real Chris-
tian you will have to do the same thing.

BOLDNESS IN OUR DAY

1 1f anyone is going to lay hold on ever-
lasting life, he must do the same thing that
Jesus Christ, Peter, John, Paul and all the
rest of the apostles and disciples of Christ
did. They all boldly declared the good
news of God’'s kingdom. The modern-day
witnesses of Jehovah are trying hard to do
the work Jesus said must be done “for a
witness to all the nations.” (Matt. 24:14)
Despite the opposition that they meet up
with, as related in the 1964 Yearbook of
Jehovah’'s Witnesses, they boldly move
ahead. They must declare the “everlasting
good news” in all the inhabited earth
again and again. That is God's will. (See
chart of countries, pages 24-27.)

PLooking back, we see that the joy of
Jehovah’s witnesses was great in the year
10. How did Paul show his concern for those really
wanting to be disciples of Christ?
11. Who today are making an effort to lay hold on
everlasting life, and how are they doing so?
12. To what extent did Jehovah's witnesses speak with

boldness durin?I 1963, and how did this method differ
from that of Christendom’s clergy?
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1963, because 1,040,836 different publish-
ers were boldly preaching the message of
God’s kingdom in 194 lands. These Chris-
tians were associated with 22,761 congre-
gations of Jehovah's witnesses. These men
and women love to teach God’s Word, and
proved it by spending 151,251,242 hours
going from house to house, conducting Bi-
ble studies and speaking from the public
platform. They actually made 51,994,915
return visits on people who had shown in-
terest in Christ's message and wanted to
know more about God's promises. These
millions of people called on did not come
to Jehovah’'s witnesses’ Kingdom Halls,
but the million Kingdom publishers went
to the peoples’ homes. Quite a different
method than Christendom uses, but the
original one introduced by Jesus and his
apostles.

1BSome people ask: ‘Is Bible study wan-
ing?’ Not with Jehovah’s witnesses. The
fact is that every week of the year Jeho-
vah's witnesses conducted 702,470 home
Bible studies. Think of the time spent too
in going to and from these Bible studies
on the part of these Christians. Would you
call that a demonstration of love? How
many times has your clergyman visited
you inyour home in 1963?

MU This conducting of home Bible studies
was not being carried on by just the pre-
siding “minister” of Jehovah’s witnesses’
congregations, but this work was being
done by those who make up the congrega-
tion. All witnesses of Jehovah are ordained
Christian ministers. In the apostles’ days
any dedicated, baptized man or woman was
commanded to ‘go and disciple the people
of all nations.” There is no difference in
Christian work today. Neither God’s Bible
nor the commandments in it have changed.
But people’s conclusions as to what Chris-
13, 14 To what extent did Jehovah's witnesses prove
that the study of the Bible is not waning as far as

they are concerned, and who besides the presiding
“minister” shared in that work?
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tian religion should be have changed. Why not make your
religion like what Jesus taught his to be, Christian?

5In addition to these 702,470 home Bible studies held in
the private homes of people Jehovah's Christian witnesses
conducted 843,205 public meetings, usually on Sundays, in
their Kingdom Halls. There are other weekly meetings too,
such as the theocratic ministry school, a Bible school where
Jehovah'’s witnesses receive training to express themselves
better. They have “service meetings” each week, where
they learn how to improve their house-to-house ministry.
Then there is the weekly study of the Watchtower magazine
and the congregation book study. All these meetings are
Bible study meetings. Jehovah's witnesses keep on preparing
themselves so as to be better ministers.

6The outstanding thing about Jehovah's witnesses is
that they believe alike and preach the same things Jesus
preached. They do not encourage conclusions of their own
originality. God’'s Word is their teacher. Who is man that
he can determine by himself the way of everlasting life?
He needs a guide. That guide is the written Word of God.
Jesus said: “l am the way and the truth and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:6)
And where is the truth Jesus taught? In the Holy Bible!
Study it with others.

I/There are many people of all nations yet to be discipled,
and after learning the commandments of Christ Jesus they
will dedicate their lives to the service of Jehovah and be
baptized by total immersion in water. During the year 1963
Jehovah'’s witnesses baptized 62,798 individuals from all na-
tions, people and tongues. They not only baptized these
individuals but they taught them to observe all the things
Jesus commanded. These, too, became Christian ministers.

BTo help people, in their preaching work Jehovah's wit-
nesses placed with the people many Bible-study aids in 162
different languages. In the year 1963 they distributed 4,221,-
772 Bibles and bound books and 14,805,483 booklets. One of
the best ways to keep your faith strong is to read regularly
the Scriptures and good publications on the Holy Bible. All
of Jehovah's witnesses around the world read the Watch-
tower and Awake! magazines and so do millions of other per-

tlr?é V\ér;?tyg;p;r ministerial activity did Jehovah's witnesses engage in during
é%d V\ﬁ\]/v?do witnesses of Jehovah feel about reaching their own conclusions,
%?.C\m})s/tgs it evident that there are yet many people who want to be followers
Brormiss, B SV i e Y M eReS S A 7585
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sons. Jehovah's witnesses obtained 1,433,-
542 new subscriptions for the

magazine, printed in sixty-six languages,
and the Awake! magazine, printed in
twenty-five languages. They also placed in-
dividual copies of these two journals to the
total number of 116,845,928. What an aid
these printed Bible sermons are to Jeho-
vah’'s witnesses! They cannot spend all
their time in the homes of the people talk-
ing, but they can leave literature with
them so that the people can read until the
publishers of the good news can make a
return visit.

ie)
where Bibles, books, booklets, tracts and
magazines are printed. To meet the de-
mand for Bible literature ministers of Je-
hovah’s witnesses, all volunteer workers,
produced 6,722,239 Bibles and bound
books, 26,057,581 booklets, 103,763,470
copies of the Watchtower magazine and
95,100,307 copies of the Awake! magazine.
They also printed 487,116,545 handbills,
tracts and letters, as well as other office
supplies.

"The method Jehovah’'s witnesses use
to reach the people is exactly like the
method employed by Christ Jesus and his
disciples. They went preaching from house
to house and publicly. Jehovah's witnesses
today do the same. Today, though, the
printed page helps Christian witnesses of
Jehovah to speed up their work. It is not
just left to the memory of the person who
has heard what is said about everlasting
life, but leaving Bible literature helps him
to learn the truth in his private study of
God’s Word.

2L In addition to attending meetings
Kingdom Halls regularly five times a week,

19. How did the Watch Tower Society's printing plants
meet the demand for printed Bible sermons?

20. While Jehovah’'s witnesses today use the same
method of preaching that Jesus and the apostles used,
what advantage do they have today, and why is this
an advantage ? L

21. Outline  the ministerial work done by Jehovah's
witnesses as congregation publishers, special pioneers
and regular pioneers.

SRRWATCHTOWER
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and taking part in the discussions there,
did you know that Jehovah's witnesses
spend about ten hours each month going
from house to house preaching and teach-
ing the good news of God's kingdom? Some
spend more time, others less. Many special
representatives devote much more time to
this ministry work each month. There are
7,475 special pioneers who go into terri-
tory where there are often no congrega-
tions and spend at least 150 hours a month
preaching from house to house, conducting
Bible studies and organizing new congre-
gations. Then there is another group of

The Society has its own printing plant81,098 pioneers who devote approximately

100 hours each month to the field service.
They work generally in large cities, but
may choose any field territory that is not
assigned to someone else, and in such they
carry on their ministerial service under the
supervision of the Society.

2Society representatives called circuit
and district servants visit all pioneers and
congregations to give organizational assist-
ance and Scriptural counsel. These spend
one week with each congregation, helping
with the local problems. There are 1,983
such circuit and district servants assigned
to overseers’ duties.

BThe ninety branch offices of the
Watch Tower Society around the world
supervise the work of the circuit and dis-
trict servants. There are 1,461 dedicated
ministers of God that live in what the So-
ciety calls Bethel homes attached to branch
offices. The branch office staff is keenly in-
terested in the activity of all pioneers and
congregations, and these all receive uni-
form instructions every month from the

ahranch office under which they serve. This
develops unity, oneness of thought and ac-
tion, because all the instructions sent out

22, Wohy does the Society use circuit and district ser-
vants?

2 (éa) What part do those serving in branch offices of
the Society have in spreading the Word of God boldly?
(b) How "does the ™“organization chart” show much
has been accomplished since 1938?
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are based on the Word of God. All the ac-
tivity performed by Jehovah’s witnesses
conforms to the principles of truth and
righteousness and results in a showing of
love by these witnesses toward their neigh-
bors. Jehovah's witnesses everywhere real-
ly feel the urgency of preaching the good
news of God's kingdom. Through this kind
of organization much is accomplished
worldwide.

ORGANIZATION CHART SHOWING INCREASE
AT FIVE-YEAR INTERVALS

Bible
Studies

Average Peak
Year Pubs. Pubs.

Congre- Conn-

Hours gations tries

1938 47,143 59,047 10,572,086 3,63352
1943 109,794 126,329 28,726,524 66,493 6,31054
1948 230,532 260,756 49*832,205 130,281 11,714 96
1953 468,106 519,982 72,344,728 281,219 14,163 143
1958 717,088 798,326 110,390,944508,320 17,878 175

956,648 1,040,836 154,251,242 702,470 22,761 194
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all those dead ones who loved righteous-
ness and showed it by their works too.
These will be resurrected in God's due time
during the one-thousand-year reign of
Christ. It was Jesus who said: “The hour
is coming in which all those in the memo-
rial tombs will hear his voice and come
out, those who did good things to a resur-
rection of life, those who practiced vile
things to a resurrection of judgment.”
(John 5:28, 29) What a day or period of
time that will be! What love one can show
now to tell such truths to mankind!

5The strong sense of responsibility Je-
hovah’s witnesses have causes them to
continue to preach this good news about
the death and resurrection of Christ Jesus

20 There is one day in the year that Jeand the ransom sacrifice that he provided.

hovah's witnesses commemorate, that is,
the day of Christ’s death. That day, Nisan
14 according to the Jewish calendar, Jesus
commanded to be remembered because of
its significance. Last year Nisan 14 began
on the evening of April 8, 1963, and there
were 1,693,752 witnesses of Jehovah and
persons of goodwill assembled in Kingdom
Halls around the world to celebrate this
occasion with gladness because they re-
joiced that Christ Jesus died according to
the will of God in their behalf. Of this
number, 12,292 professed to be of the rem-
nant of the body of Christ, anointed by
holy spirit to be joint heirs
with Christ Jesus in heav-
enly glory, and they antici-
pate being part of the bride
of Christ. The hope of all
the rest assembled that
night is everlasting life in
a new system of things here
upon the earth along with

They believe in God's kingdom as man-
kind’'s only hope. They not only pray for
this kingdom to come but work for it now.
Have you ever earnestly prayed the Lord’s
prayer, “Our Father in the heavens, let
your name be sanctified. Let your king-
dom come. Let your will take place, as in
heaven, also upon earth”? (Matt. 6:9, 10)
If you have, work for it too by being a real
Christian minister.

BTo do this great work of declaring the
“everlasting good news” that Jehovah's
witnesses feel they must perform requires
real love on their part for their fellowman

of every nation, tribe,
tongue and people. But to
do this they must first of
all have love for their Fa-
ther in heaven. Jehovah's
witnesses love Christ Jesus
too and they know they are
his disciples. They are truly
Jehovah's Christian wit-

“Jehovah’s Witnesses Are Not

24. (a) What great gathering took
place on April 8, 1963, and how
many assembled at that time?
(b) What hope lies before the rem-
nant of anointed ones? the great
crowd of others?

Milan,

Christians,” says sign on St.
Andrew’s Catholic church in
Italy, July,
the facts do not agree.

25. Besides praying for God's king-
dom, how else does one show forth
his faith in such kingdom?

26. To whom must love be shown in
order to speak boldly the word of
truth?

1963. But
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nesses because they love not only Jehovah,
but his Son, Christ Jesus, and they are
doing the will of God and following the
commandments of Christ. Doing this in a
world with the spirit it has against truth
certainly takes love and boldness, but it
certainly will lead to life and eternal
happiness.

SfreWATCHTOWER.
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know it! Jesus said: “l am giving you a
new commandment, that you love one an-
other; just as I have loved you, that you
also love one another. By this all will know
that you are my disciples, if you have love
among yourselves.” (John 13:34, 35) This
love Jehovah’s witnesses do have and they
proved it again in their Around-the-World

Z  Even with all the teachings of the BiAssembly in the summer of 1963. They

ble that Jehovah’'s witnesses carry on,
some religious organizations of the world
today claim that the Witnesses are not
Christians, but that is because the reli-
gious organizations are jealous, even as
were the Jewish priests. Jehovah's wit-
nesses are walking in the footsteps of
Christ Jesus, and the false religionists
27. (a) Despite the good work of the witnesses of Je-
hovah, how do many religious organizations view them

in our day? (b) What CIOSin% encouragement do Je-
hovah's witnesses give to all who want life?

must maintain that love even while in this
present evil system of things in order to
receive the blessing of Jehovah God and
everlasting life. If you have the love and
the boldness of the early Christians, then
get out of Babylon the Great, the world
empire of false religion, and serve Jehovah
God and obey the commandments of Christ
Jesus with Jehovah’s witnesses and have
their joy in preaching the “everlasting
good news.”

“FIGHT THE FME HGHT OF THE FRITH”

course of a Christian to that of a soldier.

One such instance is where the apostle
Paul wrote Timothy: “Fight the fine fight
of the faith, get a firm hold on the everlasting
life for which you were called and you offered
the fine public declaration in front of many
witnesses.”—1 Tim. 6:12.*

What is that faith? “The faith” is the faith
that Jesus and his disciples and apostles had
in Jehovah God and in the inspiration of the
Hebrew Scriptures. And today “the faith”
includes faith in the Christian Greek Scrip-
tures.—2 Pet. 2:4-9; 3:15, 16.

What does it mean to fight the fine fight
of the faith? It means preaching the Word
of God, the good news of God’'s kingdom,
from house to house, on the streets, in the
homes and wherever else an opportunity pre-
sents itself—doing so despite indifference and
ridicule. And where the “superior authorities”
ban preaching the good news, it means con-
tinuing to do so underground. As the early
Christians were an organization of preachers,
so Christ's followers today must likewise be
preachers, in both favorable and unfavorable
season.—2 Tim. 4:2.

TIME and again the Scriptures liken the

* For details see The Watchtower, January 1, 1963.

Jesus Christ set a fine example in fighting
the fine fight of the faith. He did not close
his mouth because of opposition by the rulers
of his day, but continued preaching faithfully
even though it meant death on the torture
stake. The apostle Paul also set a fine ex-
ample. Among the things he willingly endured
in fighting the fine fight of the faith were
being persecuted by the Jews, beaten with
rods, stoned, imprisoned, shipwrecked, and
suffering from hunger and thirst.—Heb. 12:2;
2 Cor. 11:23-28.

To be able to fight the fine fight strengthen
your faith by taking in knowledge of Jehovah
God and Jesus Christ. Read God’'s Word
daily and study it with the helps God has
provided, such as this magazine. For a strong
faith it is also imperative that you do not
forsake gathering together with others who
are also fighting the fine fight of the faith. At
the same time keep asking God to increase and
strengthen your faith.—Heb. 10:23-25, 38, 39.

And what will be the reward for fighting
the fine fight of the faith? The reward of
a firm hold on the everlasting life promised
to all faithful servants of Jehovah God and
to be enjoyed in God's new system of things.
—1 Tim. 6:12.



DO YOU REMEMBER?

Have you read the recent issues of The
Watchtower carefully? If so, you should
recognize these important points. Check your-
self.
 When a Christian husband and wife feel
they are incompatible and want to separate,
what is wrong?

One or both of them are not applying Bible
principles.—P. 570.*

e Do angels have a part in the preaching of
the good news of God’'s kingdom?

Yes, the preaching is done under angelic
direction.— Pp. 586, 588.
< What is the difference between a rebuke
and a reproof?

A rebuke may not be deserved and can be
given to inanimate things and the incorrigible.
A reproof is always deserved and given only
to moral creatures able to benefit by it if
they choose.— Pp. 659-661.

e What is “Babylon the Great” of Revelation
17:5?

*All page references are to The Watchtower for 1963.

= What is the meaning of Proverbs 14:17? The
rendering in the New World Translation of the
Holy Scriptures differs from that of other trans-
lations.—L. A., United States.

Proverbs 14:17 reads, according to the New
World Translation: “He that is quick to anger
will commit foolishness, but the man of think-
ing abilities is hated.” The King James Version
says: “He that is soon angry dealeth foolishly:
and a man of wicked devices is hated.” Now,
there is no doubt that “he that is quick to
anger will commit foolishness” or that “he that
is soon angry dealeth foolishly.” But, what
about the phrase “a man of wicked devices is
hated”? Various translations agree with the
King James Version in this rendering, whereas
the New World Translation seems to give a
different thought in saying, “but the man of
thinking abilities is hated.”

<« L >uL0
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The world empire of false religion based
upon the religion of ancient Babylon.—P. 698.
e Who is God’'s “woman,” first mentioned at
Genesis 3:157?

His wifely organization of heavenly crea-
tures.—P. 716.
= Who is the woman enemy of God’s woman
(Mic. 7:8)?

The world empire of false, Babylonish
religion.—P. 718.

e Why was Pergamum described as the site
of the “throne of Satan” (Rev. 2:12, 13)?

Because of its taking the lead in emperor
worship.—P. 731.

e What is “the spirit of the world”?

The frame of mind, the inclination of mind,
the persistent tendency that controls the world
of mankind ruled by Satan the Devil.—P. 745.
 What are the seven plagues mentioned in
Revelation chapters 15 and 16?

Judgment messages from God’'s Word ex-
pressing his righteous anger and making
clear how world conditions appear to him.
—Pp. 751, 752.

First, let us take note of this phrase as ren-
dered by certain modem translators. James
Moffatt’s version reads: “but a prudent man
will be patient.” Lamsa’s translation from the
Peshitta says: “but a wise man is moderate.”
An American Translation reads: “But a man
of discretion is patient.” The Revised Standard
Version also says: “but a man of discretion is
patient.” Noteworthy, however, is its footnote
on the word “patient,” which shows that the
Hebrew says “is hated.” Yet it is seen that
these modern translations speak of “a prudent
man,” “a wise man” and “a man of discretion.”
The underlying thought is quite similar to that
found in the New World Translation, which
speaks of a “man of thinking abilities.”

The expression “thinking abilities” is ren-
dered from the Hebrew word mezimmdh in the
plural number. Mezimmdh means “a plan, usu-
ally evil (machination), sometimes good (sa-
gacity).” So the Hebrew word can be used in
a good sense, which is allowed by the expres-
sion “thinking abilities.”

Well, then, is a man of thinking abilities
even in a good way hated? Actually, the world
in general is not particularly fond of persons
who exercise thinking abilities. Thinking per-
sons who are true intellectuals are now some-
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times called “eggheads.” This term has often
been applied in a disparaging manner to those
who really use their thinking faculties properly
and productively. They are frowned upon be-
cause they exercise their minds. Some persons
are too lazy to think, for thinking is hard work.
Hence they look unfavorably upon those who
utilize mental abilities, who show industry in
employing the mind. It often occurs, therefore,
that thinking persons are hated.

Reflecting a rather general view is the fol-
lowing quotation from the book The Age of
Conformity, by Alan Valentine, pages 105 and
106: “Einstein was another kind of national
hero in a more remote way; almost no one un-
derstood him but nearly everyone accepted the
experts’ verdict that he was a tremendous ad-
venturer on the exalted heights of mathemat-
ics. But when he began to express opinions on
public issues his admirers diminished. To think
independently is to challenge the democratic
norm, and ‘'highbrow’ and 'theorist’ are not
complimentary terms. 'I'd rather be a bonehead
than an egghead,” is simply the latest slogan
to defend the commonplace.”

There are, of course, those who only pretend
to think. Proverbs 14:17 is not referring to
these pseudo-intellectuals. They have not really
attained the position of true intellectuals, think-
ing persons who show they have real intelli-
gence. The pseudo-intellectual who acts and
talks in a manner intended to impress may

Brooklyn, N.Y.

actually exhaust others instead and may re-
pulse them. But he is not the type of person
that is “the man of thinking abilities” who is
hated. In the case of the sham intellectual the
truthfulness of 1 Corinthians 8:1 is demon-
strated: “knowledge puffs up.”

That a man of real thinking abilities is
hated, however, is evident as far as Jehovah’'s
witnesses are concerned. They exercise their
minds regarding God’s purposes and they walk
with God. (Mic. 6:8) They take in and act upon
knowledge of God’s Word and do not conform
to this system of things. (Rom. 12:1, 2) As
thinking persons who follow Christ as their
exemplar and who do the divine will they are
hated. In this they are unlike worldlings. And
no wonder, for they are no part of this world!
They show this by thinking, by exercising their
mental faculties, and then by acting in har-
mony with the righteous principles of God’s
Word.—John 15:19.

The expression “thinking abilities” at Prov-
erbs 14:17 could, of course, cover malicious
thinking. A man who devises evil or who is
malicious is hated. So either application given
to “thinking abilities” is possible. Yet there is
really no escaping the fact that Christians who
use their minds, who exercise their thinking
abilities regarding God, his Word and his pur-
poses, and who walk with Jehovah are hated
by this world, which “is lying in the power of
the wicked one.”—1 John 5:19; Isa. 30:20, 21.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FIELD MINISTRY

What must one do to put up a fine fight
for the faith? He must publish that faith
before “many witnesses.” (1 Tim. 6:12) Je-
hovah’s witnesses will be doing that during
January by preaching and teaching from the
Bible, and by offering to all persons a year’s
subscription for The Watchtower, together with
three booklets on the Bible, for a contribution

of Si1*

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS

February 2: They Listened to an Angel, 111-25.
Page 7.
February 9: They Listened to an Angel, 1126-44,

and Love and Boldness Lead to Life, 111-6.
Page 14.

February 16: Love and Boldness Lead to Life,
117-27. Page 21.



