JEHOVAH’S
AUGUST 1, 1< KINGDOM

Semimonthly

RELIGION
AND THE NUCLEAR AGE

mm

SURVIVING THROUGH FAITH

mEmE DO YOU PAY FOR YOUR
SINS AFTER DEATH?

PROPER VIEWPOINT

OF DISCIPLINE
OWTB&TS

YOU ARE SAYS JEHOVAH—Isa.43:12



THE PURPOSE OF

“THE WATCHTOWER?”

Literal towers in Bible times were elevated vantage points from which
watchmen could observe happenings, warn of danger, or announce good

news.

Our magazine figuratively occupies such a vantage point, for it is
founded on the very pinnacle of wisdom, God’'s Word.

That elevates it

above racial, national and political propagandas and prejudices, frees it from

selfish bias.

It is not bound by any traditional creed, but its message advanc-

es as the light on God’s purposes and works increases.— Habakkuk 2:1-3.

It sees things Scripturally. When

it observes this generation afflicted

with greed, delinquency, hypocrisy, atheism, war, famine, pestilence, perplex-
ity and fear, and persecution of unpopular minorities, it does not parrot the
old fable about history repeating itself. Informed by Bible prophecy, if seesin
these things the sign of the world’s time of the end. But with bright hope it
also sees opening up for us just beyond these woes the portals of a new world.

Thus viewed,

“The Watchtower” stands as a watchman atop a tower,

alert to what is going on, awake to note signs of danger, faithful to point out

the way of escape.

It announces Jehovah’s kingdom established by Christ’'s

enthronement in heaven, feeds his kingdom joint-heirs with spiritual food,
cheers men of good will with glorious prospects of eternal life in a paradise
earth, comforts us with the resurrection promise for the dead.

It is not dogmatic, but has a confident ring in its voice, because it is based

on God’'s Word.

It does not privately interpret prophecy, but calls attention

to physical facts, sets them alongside prophecy, and you see for yourself how
well the two match, how accurately Jehovah interprets his own prophecy.
In the interests of our salvation, it keeps sharp and faithful focus on Bible
truth, and views religious news generally.

‘Be watchful in these perilous times,’ God admonishes. So keep on the
watch by regularly reading “The Watchtower”.
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tt/ N IVEtillit
O hurts!

So say those

conducting

charity drives.

But not God in

his Word, the

Bible. In it we

read: “God loves

a cheerful giver.” He puts the emphasis
where it belongs, on the motive, on the
quality of the giving. Where there is cheer-
ful giving the amount will take care of
itself.—2 Cor. 9:7.

Why does God love a cheerful giver? Not
because he needs anything, for he does
not; “the beasts upon a thousand moun-
tains” belong to him. He loves a cheerful
giver because cheerful giving implies love
and he has a kinship with those who mani-
fest love. “God is love.” The cheerful giver
is glad he is able to give, that he has an
opportunity to give or to help another.
—Ps. 50:10; 1 John 4:8.

Much giving today, however, is not such
cheerful giving. For example, industry in
the United States gave upward of $55 mil-
lion in goods, services and cash to ransom
the Cuban “freedom fighters.” To get
these contributions, subtle political pres-
sure was used together with the promise
that contributions would be tax deductible
and could be charged at wholesale rather
than manufacturing rates. (As a result, not
a few drug companies actually made a
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profitfrom their
contributions!)
For others, po-
litical pressure
was not subtle.
Thus one firm
facing a govern-
ment lawsuit
was bluntly di-
rected how much to contribute in goods
and cash. Obviously, all such were not
cheerful givers!

To whom should we give? To all asking?
To all we would like to help? It would take
a man as rich as Croesus to be able to do
that. First we should be certain that those
to whom we give are either deserving or
necessitous, if not both. It is a tendency of
fallen human nature to want to give to the
rich, to those not having any need, with
hope of repayment, and to overlook the
poor. That is why Jesus counseled us to
invite the poor when we want to spread
afeast.—Luke 14:12-14.

Opportunities to give continually pre-
sent themselves. Be alert to take advantage
of them, and do so cheerfully. There is
the family circle. Before a man and woman
became husband and wife they each found
ever so many opportunities to give to each
other or to do for each other favors, and
they did them cheerfully; no question
about that. After marriage, why not keep
that love alive by going beyond what duty
requires of you and continue to give and
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do “extras,” to make the other happy, and
doing so cheerfully? The same applies to
the parent-children and brother-sister re-
lationships.

Or is yours the opportunity to extend
hospitality to relatives, acquaintances or
fellow Christians? How shall you show it?
“Be hospitable to one another without
grumbling.” It means so much to the re-
cipients of your hospitality when you ex-
tend it cheerfully, as though it were a priv-
ilege. And that it is, for is there not “more
happiness in giving than there is in re-
ceiving” ?7—1 Pet. 4:9; Acts 20:35.

Not that this matter of giving cheer-
fully is limited to material things. Depend-
ing upon your maturity, understanding,
influence and the Christian fruitage of
God's holy spirit in your life, you will have
opportunities to give of your time, your
knowledge, your interest, your companion-
ship, yes, yourself, to another that is de-
serving or necessitous. Let your heart go
out to such a one, put yourself in his place,
exercise empathy, give of these things
cheerfully. Do not give because of a feeling
of compulsion, grim duty, but, as Chris-
tian shepherds are counseled, give willing-
ly, eagerly, yes, cheerfully.—1 Pet. 5:2.

Then, too, because none are perfect, we
all err, we offend or are offended by oth-
ers. It may be necessary for us to call an-
other to account, or another may come to
us with an apology. Shall we be severe and
exact, demanding the last ounce of flesh,
Shylock-like? Or, if we do extend mercy,
will we do it reluctantly, rubbing it in, as
it were, as if we are doing the erring one
a favor? No, rather, let us heed the coun-
sel: “He that shows mercy, let him do it
with cheerfulness.” Be a cheerful giver of
forgiveness!—Rom. 12:8.

But the best gift we could possibly give
one is a knowledge and understanding of
God’'s Word, the Bible. Jesus appreciated
this truth. His cures and his feeding the

STKWATCHTOWEFL

N.Y.

Brooklyn,

multitudes were incidental to his preach-
ing the good news about God’s kingdom
and gaining everlasting life. In fact, he re-
buked those who were interested only in
his material gifts: “You are looking for
me, not because you saw signs, but be-
cause you ate from the loaves and were
satisfied. Work, not for the food that per-
ishes, but for the food that remains for
life everlasting, which the Son of man will
give you.”—John 6:26,27.

Of course, for selfish persons, those who
lack appreciation and who would exploit
our giving cheerfully, such as spoiled
mates or children, our giving may justi-
fiably be done in measure so as to drive
home the point that it is a gift and not a
debt being paid. Thus one who abuses mer-
cy repeatedly would no longer be deserving
of mercy. That is why Jesus also said:
“Do not . . . throw your pearls before
swine.”—Matt. 7:6.

However, we do not want to overlook
the fact that there is a reverse side to this
“coin” of being a cheerful giver, namely,
the privilege of the one who is on the re-
ceiving end to do his part toward making
giving a cheerful matter. Do not take gifts,
kindnesses or favors for granted, regard-
less of how often you may be the recipient
of them. Do not always be expecting a
certain favor; express sincere appreciation
each time you have the blessing of receiv-
ing, and do not always limit this expres-
sion to words. For example, you might
show appreciation by helping to pay for
the gasoline when you go along on an auto
trip. At times you may want to make a
gift of some flowers or a box of sweets.
Thus you will also be sharing in the bless-
ing of giving.

Truly, God loves a cheerful giver and so
does everyone else. Be one yourself, and
make it easy for others who give to you
to be cheerful givers by showing fitting
appreciation.



['T"~ O YOU pay
* X -/ for your sins
after death, especial-
ly in a purgatory?
Yes, say ever so
many of the world’s
religions. The devout
Chinese believes that
“a spirit wanders in
purgatory for two
years after death
and must be as-
sisted before it can
enter heaven.” To aid such
spirits, in times past the Chi-
nese used to offer up sacri-
fices, but now they burn
houses made of paper especially for this
purpose.l There is an elaborate descrip-
tion of purgatorial suffering in the sacred
writings of Buddhism.2

In fact, we are told that “an analogy to
purgatory can be traced in most religions.
Thus the fundamental ideas of a middle
state after death and of a purification pre-
paratory to perfect blessedness are met
with in Zoroaster, who takes souls through
twelve stages before they are sufficiently
purified to enter heaven; and the Stoics
conceived of a middle place of enlighten-
ment,” which they called that
is, a place of fire.3

As for Christendom, while here and
there a Protestant clergyman may sub-
scribe to the purgatory teaching,4 it is es-
pecially known as a teaching of the Roman
Catholic Church. Said its Council of Trent:
“Whereas the Catholic Church, instructed
by the Holy Ghost, has from the Sacred
Scriptures and the ancient tradition of the
Fathers taught . . . that there is a purga-

Nearly all
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tory, and that the

souls therein de-

tained are helped by

the suffrages of the

faithful, but princi-

pally by the accept-

able Sacrifice of the

Altar; the Holy Syn-

od enjoins on the

Bishops that they

diligently endeavor

to have the sound

doctrine . . . re-

garding purgatory every-

where taught and preached,

held and believed by the

faithful.”5 So it is a teach-

ing of the Catholic church that you do
indeed pay for your sins after death.

While this is the official position of the
Roman Catholic Church, there is the great-
est vagueness about the details of this
teaching. Just where is purgatory located?
What is the duration of the suffering and
how can one tell when one’s loved ones
have finally reached heaven? And in par-
ticular are there vagueness and decided
difference of opinion as to the exact nature
of the suffering.

Says Jesuit writer R. W. Gleason: “We
must remark that at times purgatory has
been presented as a veritable antechamber
of hell; and this by theologians of no small
merit. The souls imprisoned there are tor-
tured by demons, we are told; their suffer-
ings are more intense than any imaginable
on this earth.” However, not all are so
certain. As Gleason also notes: “When
Bellarmine tells us that it is indeed certain
that the pain of fire exists in purgatory,

world's
But
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but that the word ‘fire’ may be taken in
a metaphorical or a proper sense, that it
may refer to pain of sense or to pain of
loss, he really leaves us without much that
is clear-cut in our certitudes.”5

In fact, there are some Catholics who
even hold that those in purgatory are hap-
pier than those upon earth. Indeed, “Cath-
erine of Genoa emphatically assures us
that no joy on earth is comparable to the
joy of purgatory, no joy in fact save the
joy of heaven itself.”5But if this is so, it
may well be asked what sort of deterrent
is purgatory supposed to be, and why are
prayers said for those in it if they are bet-
ter off than those on earth? Truly, there
is much ambiguity on the subject.

It is not surprising, therefore, that the
same Council of Trent that defined pur-
gatory at the same time admonished the
Catholic clergy that “they must not allow
uncertainties or things which have the ap-
pearance of falsity to be given forth or
handled, and they are to prohibit as scan-
dalous and offensive such things as min-
ister to curiosity or superstition or savor
of filthy lucre. Let the bishops see to it
that the prayers ... be not rendered in a
perfunctory manner but diligently and
punctually.” 6

THE VOICE OF TRADITION?

“Catholics Thank God There a Pur-
gatory.” So reads an advertisement spon-
sored by the Knights of Columbus. Among
the claims made in these advertisements
for purgatory’s existence is that “the fa-
thers and doctors of the Church speak re-
peatedly of the first Christians praying for
the dead.” Also that “Tertullian, second
century, admonished ‘the faithful wife to
pray for the soul of her deceased husband.’
The fourth century historian Eusebius, St.
Cyril of Jerusalem, St. Ephrem, St. Am-
brose and St. John Chrysostom all speak
of prayers for the departed souls.”

ffHeWATCHTOWEFL

Brooklyn, N. Y.

But that these claims presume more
than the facts warrant is apparent from
the testimony of one authority, that “it is
impossible to point out in any writing of
the first four centuries any passage which
describes the state of any of the faithful
departed as one of acute suffering ... Still
less would it be possible to show that the
intermediate state was regarded by them
as one in which satisfaction was made for
sin.”7 This is further borne out by the
vagueness with which the Eastern Ortho-
dox Church presents its teaching of pur-
gatory. So the voice of tradition is far
from conclusive in this regard.

But even if the voice of tradition were
not ambiguous, it of itself would not prove
the existence of a purgatory. Why not?
Because the writers of the Christian Greek
Scriptures warned that there would be a
falling away from true faith after their
departure, in fact, that it had its beginning
even in their day. Moreover, it is granted
that some of this early testimony which
purported to favor the teaching of purga-
tory must be credited to “the survival of
pre-Christian customs.”5—Acts 20:29, 30;
1 John 2:18.

SCRIPTURAL

It is also claimed that the teaching of
purgatory finds support in the Scriptures.
Among the leading texts used to prove this
is 1 Corinthians 3:11-15, which reads:
“Other foundation no one can lay, but that
which has been laid, which is Christ Jesus.
But if anyone builds upon this foundation,
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay,
straw—the work of each will be made
manifest, for the day of the Lord will de-
clare it, since the day is to be revealed in
fire. The fire will assay the quality of
everyone’s work: if his work abides which
he has built thereon, he will receive re-
ward; if his work burns he will lose his
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reward, but himself will be saved, yet so as
through fire.”—Cath. Confrat.

Can this text be used to prove a purga-
tory? No, it cannot. In the first place, since
a Christian’'s works are not literally gold
and silver, hay or straw, neither would the
fire be literal. In the second place, the fire
is said to consume one's work if it is not
the right kind. Certainly it is not the
works that go to purgatory. Thirdly, the
statement is that the person shall be saved
“as through fire,” not actually through
fire. Apparently in an effort to make this
text say more than it does, Msgr. Knox
rendered it: “Yet he himself will be saved,
though only as men are saved by passing
through fire.”

So what is Paul speaking about at 1 Co-
rinthians 3:11-15? Gold, silver and pre-
cious stones endure through flames, but
wood, hay and stubble do not. Likewise
works of which God approves are not de-
stroyed by his judgments, but erroneous
doctrines and works cannot stand before
Jehovah's fiery tests. If the one perform-
ing these latter works is prepared to suffer
the loss of them when confronted by coun-
sel or judgment from God’s Word of truth,
then he will be saved by this cleansing, as
though by fire. The Christian minister in
his planting and watering work needs to
watch how he works, that he builds with
durable materials, doing all things in har-
mony with the truth and according to the
example set by Christ Jesus.—1 Cor. 3:
5-10.

Matthew 5:25, 26 (Cath. Confrat.) is
another text quoted to prove there is a
purgatory: “Come to terms with thy op-
ponent quickly while thou art with him
on the way; lest thy opponent deliver thee
to the judge, and the judge to the officer,
and thou be cast into prison. Amen | say
to thee, thou wilt not come out from it
until thou hast paid the last penny.” But
what Jesus is here discussing is not the
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payment for sins after death but the wis-
dom of settling cases out of court. By no
stretch of the imagination can this be used
to prove purgatory. Only if purgatory itself
were proved could this principle be said to
apply to it. Besides, Jesus’ words imply
that anyone can escape the penalty, which
is something denied by those teaching
purgatory.

Still another text used to teach purga-
tory contains these words of Jesus: “Who-
ever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will
not be forgiven him, either in this world
or in the world to come.” (Matt. 12:32,
Cath. Confrat.) It is argued that this im-
plies forgiveness in the world to come, and
for this to be so there must be a purga-
tory. But not so. First, the basic sense of
the text is simply that such sin against
the holy spirit is unforgivable at any time,
and even in “the world to come” there will
be no provision for such forgiveness. (Com-
pare Mark 3:29.) The Bible does speak of
a resurrection of judgment for those who
have done vile things but not willfully so.

When that resurrection takes place
there will be the opportunity for such ones
to gain everlasting life through their obe-
dience, but it will also be possible for them
through disobedience then to sin against
the holy spirit. This will prove to be an
unforgivable sin for them, and will result
in everlasting destruction.—Acts 24:15;
John 5:28, 29; Rev. 20:11-15.

THE BIBLE ANSWER

Do you pay for your sins after death?
Not according to the Bible, the Word of
God. In the first place it tells us that man
does not have a soul but is a soul: “The
Lord God formed man of the slime of the
earth, and breathed into his face the
breath of life; and man became a living
soul.” Secondly, the Bible testifies that the
soul is mortal, not immortal: “The soul
that sinneth the same shall die.” “He [Je-



456

susj hath delivered his soul unto death.”
And, thirdly, it assures us that the dead
are unconscious: “They live under sen-
tence of death; and when death comes, of
nothing will they be aware any longer; no
reward can they receive, ... no love, no
hatred, no envy can they feel . . . What-
ever lies in thy power, do while do it thou
canst; there will be no doing, no scheming,
no wisdom or skill left to thee in the grave,
that soon shall be thy home.”—Gen. 2:7;

Ezek. 18:20; Isa. 53:12, Eccl. 9:5, 6,
10, Knox.
So if man isa soul rather

a soul, and if that soul is mortal, and if at
death his thoughts perish, then how could
man be conscious in purgatory after death?

The idea of atoning for one's sins by
suffering after death, or even in this pres-
ent life, is foreign to the Scriptures. When
Jesus cured the paralytic brought to him,
Jesus simply said: “Take courage, son; thy
sins are forgiven thee.” That was it. Jesus
said nothing about his needing to suffer
for them. Likewise when he showed his
disciples that “repentance and remission
of sins” was to be preached, he said noth-
ing about doing penance or suffering later
for one’s sins. And so also the apostle Peter
counseled the Jews: “Repent therefore and
be converted, that your sins may be blotted
out,” but again nothing about penance or
suffering for sins. Testifying to the same
truth, the apostle John wrote: “If we walk
in the light as he also is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanses us
from all sin.” If the blood of Jesus Christ
cleanses us from all sin, that leaves none
to be cleansed by purgatorial fires.—Matt.
9:2; Luke 24:47; Acts 3:19; 1 John 1:7,
Cath. Confrat.

The Word of God does not present as
alternatives life in bliss or life in blisters,
but life or death. Jehovah God is loving
and just. Everlasting life is one of his gifts.

fieWATCHTOWER.
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If man does not appreciate that gift, Jeho-
vah God does not torture him. Man simply
does not receive everlasting life. When
Adam showed that he did not appreciate
everlasting life, God did not tell him that
he would go to a purgatory, or to a burn-
ing hell for that matter, neither did he
hold out any hope of Adam’s getting to
heaven. Plainly he told Adam: *“Still thou
shalt earn thy bread with the sweat of
thy brow, until thou goest back into the
ground from which thou wast taken; dust
thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.”

thAs shaplirigly put by the apostle Paul: “The
wages of sin is death.”—Gen. 3:19, Knox;
Rom. 6:23, Dy.

But perhaps someone will object, saying,
‘What about such expressions as “where
their worm dies not, and the fire is not
quenched,” “lifting up his eyes, being in
torments,” “their portion shall be in the
pool that burns with fire”? Do not such
statements as these contradict the fore-
going?’ Not at all. The Bible, being God's
Word, cannot and does not contradict it-
self. We all use figurative or symbolic lan-
guage at times, expressions that are not to
be understood literally, and so also with
the Bible writers. If we but examine the
subject matter and the context of such ex-
pressions we will find that they are not to
be taken literally.—Mark 9:47; Luke 16:
23; Rev. 21:8, Cath. Confrat.

The testimony of the Bible is unequivo-
cal, reasonable and just. The idea that you
pay for your sins after death, and that by
suffering, is pagan, not a Scriptural teach-
ing. Man pays for his sins with death. Yes,
“sin offers death, for wages.”—Rom. 6:23,
Knox.
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HAT will our
W earth look like
one hundred years from
now? This is a challeng-
ing question. Will the nu-
clear age have made life a
mere push-button affair
for our children’'s chil-
dren? Will earth and its
environs still be a battle-
ground for communism
and capitalism, or their
successors? Or will the
earth have been burnt to
a nuclear cinder? Why,
some are even prophesy-
ing extinction for man-
kind within the next ten
years! However, we can
be sure of this one thing: That ten
years, a hundred years and a thou-
sand years from now, the earth and
man will still be here. The Author of
true prophecy, earth’s Creator Himself,
assures us of this, saying that he “did
not create it simply for nothing, [he]
formed it even to be inhabited.”—Isa.
45:18.

pires have crumbled. The
Communist state, ap-
pearing during World
War |, has reached out to
embrace one-third of
earth’s inhabitants and
to set up a great power
struggle with the capital-
ist states of Christendom.
Christendom, on its part,
has taken the lead in es-
tablishing first the
League of Nations and
later the United Nations,
crying out hopefully,
“ ‘There is peace! There
is peace!” when there is
no peace.”—Jer. 6:14.
3Strange as it may

seem to some, the answers to the
momentous questions of the nuclear
age are to be found in—RELIGION.
Some may ask, How can this be so,
when religion has failed so miserably
in its efforts to stop the nuclear arms
race? True, worldly religion has become
divided and

ineffectual. Christendom

has turned largely to human, material-
istic philosophies, instead of the Word
of God. (Jer. 2:13) The many sects
of Catholicism, Protestantism and so-
called heathendom continue to dis-
agree, and the issue is becoming
further confused with the appear-
ance of many additional new reli-
gions. As nuclear stockpiles grow,
the people look in vain to the
leaders of sectarian religion,
even as Ezekiel prophesied:
“There will come anguish, and
they will certainly seek peace

but there will be none. There

will come adversity upon ad-
versity, and there will occur
report upon report, and peo-

2If earth is to continue as man'’s
habitation, what outcome can be ex-
pected for this nuclear age? Will the
changes in human affairs continue
to accelerate, as they have done
during the past hundred years? In
so short a space of time, man has
come from the horse-and-buggy
era clear through into the day
of the astronaut. Particularly
since A.D. 1914 there have been
world-shaking upheavals. Two
great world wars have devas-
tated the earth. Kingdoms
have toppled, and great em-

But the
meek ones
themselves

will possess

the earth, and
they will indeed
find their exquisite
delight in the abun

1. What challenging questions face
mankind today, but what does the
Creator assure us?

2. What momentous changes have

the past hundred years witnessed?

dance of peace."

-Ps. 37:11. 3. Wherein

failed?

has worldly religion
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pie will actually seek a vision from a
prophet, and the law itself will perish from
a priest and counsel from elderly men.”
—Ezek. 7:25, 26.
4¥t, we say RELIGION has the an-
swer to our problems. By this, do we mean
the Red religion of communism? Certainly
not! It is true that, over a great part of the
earth, communism has plowed the tradi-
tional religions underground, substituting
in their place its own cult of State- and
hero-worship. Published photographs of
Moscow crowds frenziedly hailing large
pictures of astronauts (such as the “heav-
enly twins” of August, 1962, space flight)
show how deep-rooted is the Communist
religion. Moreover, it has abandoned the
finer qualities of loving-kindness, trueness,
righteousness and peace, to boast loudly
of its nuclear ascendancy. (Ps. 85:10) A
noted columnist indicated recently what
may happen to it, in these words: “The
fact that the Russians and Chinese both
profess the secular religion of communism
is no reason why they should not fall into
a vital conflict. We should not forget how
ferocious have been the wars of religion
within Christendom. We who have, we
hope, outlived those wars, need not be sur-
prised to see them break out among the
Communists.”* Whether it comes to this
extreme or not, it is certain that the Red
religion does not have the recipe for peace.
5
tion to nuclear age problems, it must be a
religion far different from the thousands
of conflicting sects of Christendom, hea-
thendom and communism. Far from bring-
ing peace to the earth, these worldly re-
ligions are prophesied to perish with the
nuclear powers with which they fellow-
ship. The prophecy of Revelation chapter

* Walter Lippmann, New York Herald Tribune, April
10, 1962.

4. Does the Red religion have the recipe for peace?
5. What fate awaits worldly religion?
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17 describes harlotrous religion as riding
atop the UN “beast,” and her devastation
by “horns” that rise up from within the
very organization that she sponsored. Any
triumph by these radical “horns” will also
be short-lived, for they too will be thrown
into confusion as God'’s judgment of Arma-
geddon catches up on them. (Rev. 16:14,
16; Hag. 2:21, 22) It is woe to those who
worship man-made gods or the god of war,
putting faith in ICBM'’s, space rockets and
asteroid bombs!—Ps. 20:7.

6The RELIGION that will succeed is no
part of this condemned world. It is no new
religion. It is far, far older than Commu-
nism, Protestantism, Catholicism, Moham-
medanism and the time-honored religions
of the Orient. It is the original religion for
mankind, the religion that promises some-
thing far better than nuclear annihilation
for the human race, for it holds faith in
the Almighty God, who says: “And just a
little while longer, and the wicked one will
be no more; and you will certainly give
attention to his place, and he will not be.
But the meek ones themselves will possess
the earth, and they will indeed find their
exquisite delight in the abundance of
peace.”—Ps. 37:10,11.

7Faith in the Creator-God of the true
religion is a prime necessity in this nu-
clear age, for it marks the only path of
salvation. “Moreover, without faith it is

If it is RELIGION that has the solulmpossible to please him well, for he that

approaches God must believe that he is and
that he becomes the rewarder of those
earnestly seeking him.”—Heb. 11:6.

‘BELIEVING THAT HE IS’
8Belief in the true God is essential to
survival. Foreknowing these critical times,
God provided a basis for faith by making

6. What is the religion that will succeed, and what
does it promise?

7. What marks the only path of salvation?

8. 9. (&) By whom has God made a record concerning
his purposes? (b) Who was the prophet first inspired to
write, and what were his qualifications?
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a wonderfully convincing record of his di-
vine works and purposes. “God . . . long
ago spoke on many occasions and in many
ways to our forefathers by means of the
prophets,” and these words of God were
recorded in great detail for our later use.
(Heb. 1:1) They are the words that make
up the Holy Bible. “For all the things that
were written aforetime were written for
our instruction, that through our endur-
ance and through the comfort from the
Scriptures we might have hope.”—Rom.
15:4.

9The first prophet used by God to make
an inspired written record as it appears in
the Bible was Moses. How was Moses quali-
fied for this task? Was it by his superior
education “in all the wisdom of the Egyp-
tians,” whose civilization was one of the
most advanced of ancient times? (Acts 7:
22) No doubt this education gave him
background knowledge, but what really
counted was the godly education supplied
by his own Hebrew mother, Jochebed, dur-
ing his tender, early years. (Ex. 2:1-10)
Moreover, when the issue had been forced
as to whether he would continue to enjoy
a soft, materialistic life among the luxuries
of Pharaoh’s house, or throw his lot in
with God'’s persecuted people, he “by faith”
chose the hard way.—Heb. 11:23-28.

IOMoses believed in God, and what he
wrote should strengthen our belief. Under
inspiration of God, he edited the earliest
human writings, compiling them into what
is now known as the Bible book of Gene-
sis. These included “a history of the heav-
ens and the earth” and “the book of Ad-
am’s history,” which had been written
down by the original man on earth. (Gen.
2:4; 5:1) Being “by far the meekest of all
the men who were upon the surface of
the ground,” Moses implicitly obeyed the
directions of God's invisible, activating

10 What did Moses compile, and by what direction?
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force in making the permanent, reliable
record concerning God’s creations. He was
one of those men of faith who “spoke from
God as they were borne along by holy spir-
it.”—Num. 12:3; 2 Pet. 1:21.

N The creation record made by Moses
has stood firm against the assaults of crit-
ics for close on 3,500 years! This all builds
faith in God as the Inspirer of His Word.
Moreover, proved science today continues
to produce evidence upon evidence in sup-
port of God’'s own account of creation. Of
course, it has to be that way, for the Great
Scientist and Designer of the laws upon
which creation rests would not err in
making the record of that creation. The
accuracy and immutability of the Genesis
account are faith-inspiring indeed!—Mai.
3:6.

DIt is a scientific axiom that the sim-
plest explanation of any phenomenon usu-
ally proves to be the correct one. How
beautifully simple is the opening statement
of the Bible, and what a wealth of mean-
ing does it contain! “In the beginning God
created the heavens and the earth.” (Gen.
1:1) Oh, yes, some have tried to argue
their theories that the universe never had
a beginning, that it is continuous in space
and time, that the heavens are older than
the earth, and so forth. However, in recent
years, the 100-inch telescope and probes
by man-made satellites have compelled the
critics to retreat to the position held by
Moses 3,500 years ago. The study of the
heavens has now revealed an expanding
universe, said to be five or six billion years
old, and all of it still flying apart as the
result of one initial, creative explosion!
This first and most stupendous of nuclear
explosions, if that is what actually oc-
curred, was for a wise purpose, in bringing
forth the vast material universe, with all
its order and design. How puny and de-

11. What fact concerning the creation record strengthens
faith in God?

12 How has Genesis 1:1 been vindicated?
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structive by comparison would man-made
explosions of the newborn “nuclear age”
be!

B“Now the earth proved to be formless
and waste and there was darkness upon the
surface of the watery deep; and God's ac-
tive force was moving to and fro over the
surface of the waters.” (Gen. 1:2) This
was the situation some billions of years
after the original creative act, as recorded
by Moses. Again, atheistic scientists have
drawn issue, not only with God in using
his active force, but with the statement
concerning “darkness upon the surface of
the watery deep.” In the first place, we
might ask, If it was not God's active force,
what other marvelously controlled force
brought forth all the design and purpose
to be seen in mineral, vegetable and ani-
mal creations here upon earth? As to the
“darkness,” mighty telescopes are again
forcing the critics into retreat. These are
now revealing great celestial systems simi-
lar to our own, the dark “diffuse nebula”
in space, in which they say a bright, shin-
ing sun is later formed to give
light to nearby bodies. This
harmonizes with Moses' state-
ment: “And God proceeded to
say: ‘Let light come to be’

Then there came to be light.”
—Gen. 1:3.

14We could continue verse
by verse through the entire
period of the six creative
days, periods of time that oth-
er Bible passages show to
have been each 7,000 years in
length.* Science now stands in
line with the Bible, confirming

* See “Let God Be True” pages 177-
179, for detailed explanation.

13. What scientific discoveries appear to
harmonize with Genesis 1:2, 3?

14, 15. What other facts of creation
testify to the supreme wisdom of the
Creator?
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Science now stands
in line with the Bible
account of creation
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the order of the appearance of dryland, the
earth’s putting forth vegetation, the ap-
pearance of the heavenly luminaries, and
the bringing forth of fish, bird, animal and
human souls. Advancing scientific investi-
gation has been compelled to ditch Dar-
win’s theories in favor of the Great Scien-
tist’'s age-old statement that he created
every living thing “according to its kind,”
so that it could change and reproduce only
within divinely appointed boundaries.
(Gen. 1:11, 12, 21, 24, 25) No mechanical
assembly-line reproduction is this, but
there is wondrous variation among the in-
dividuals of each kind.

5 Man himself is the crowning point of

all this earthly creation, testifying to God’s
marvelous creative ability. Man was cre-
ated higher them the animals, and was giv-
en wisdom from above, so that he could
have appreciation of spiritual values and a
strong moral sense, and be capable of ex-
pressing love toward his Creator and fel-
lowman. He was wonderfully equipped to
carry out the mandate that God gave him:
“Be fruitful and become many
and fill the earth and subdue
it, and have in subjection the
fish of the sea and the flying
creatures of the heavens and
every living creature that is
moving upon the earth.” (Gen.
1:26-28) Man was made for
the earth, not for the moon or
outer space.
i6  Truly,
and design in creation testify
to an order-loving God. Many
people will argue convincingly
on the existence of God, bas-
ing their conclusions on the
order that they see in His cre-
ation. By the same line of ar-
gument, they should be show-
16. Why could God the Creator not be

the author of the religious confusion on
earth?

all the harmony
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ing that the confused sectarianism to be
seen in the multitude of religions on earth
today is clear proof that these religions
are not of God. “God is a God, not of dis-
order, but of peace.” (1 Cor. 14:33) Thus,
God purposed only one religion for man-
kind on this earth, a realistic, practical re-
ligion that would unite all men as children
around their heavenly Father. This reli-
gion they would express, not by some mys-
tic chanting or formalism, but thankfully
in loving service to God, the Creator, ac-
cording to His divine will.—1 John 2:17.

IrThe first man started out as an obe-
dient son of God. The pity is that he later
willfully abandoned his belief and faith in
God, lost the true religion, and embarked
on a course of sectarian rebellion. As a re-
sult, false religion has engulfed most of
mankind, to becloud the identity of the
true God and His religion. (2 Cor. 4:4)
The cumulative fruits of false religion are
to be seen in today’s nuclear-age problems.
—Matt. 7:15-20.

BThere are many today who acknowl-
edge that there is a Creator-God. Yet, ask
them his name, and they cannot tell you.
They are confused as to his identity. Some
say he is Jesus Christ. However, the Bible
says that Jesus is “the faithful and true
witness, the beginning of the creation
God.” (Rev. 3:14) Others hold that the
Creator, Jesus and “the Holy Ghost” are a
trinity of three Gods in one, and that Jesus
was actually a God-man while on earth.
However, the Bible says that Jesus was
merely a man while on earth: “For there
is one God, and one mediator between God
and men, a man Christ Jesus.” (1 Tim.
2:5) The “God-man” idea actually comes
from “heathendom.” It was prominent in
the Roman religion, which exalted the em-
17. How did the false religion originate, and what are

its fruits?
18. What ignorance prevails as to the Creator-God?
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peror as god incarnate. It is similar to the
recently dissolved emperor worship of Ja-
pan, in which the emperor was described
as “arahito-Gami,” meaning “God in man’s
form.” In view of the worldwide confusion
as to the identity of the true God and Cre-
ator, it is important to faith that he be
identified by His name.

BELIEVING WHO HE IS

BIn addition to writing the faith-
inspiring creation record, Moses wrote
much concerning the Creator-God and His
awe-inspiring Name. On one occasion God
placed Moses in the cleft of a rock, and
passing by, He declared His name. Was it
“Lord, Lord”? No! It was “Jehovah, Jeho-
vah,” and Jehovah went on to describe the
illustrious qualities that His name stands
for. (Ex. 33:21-34:7) At the end of a long
line of faith-building experiences, Moses
had compelling reason to glorify Jehovah
by name: “For | shall declare the name of
Jehovah. Do you attribute greatness to
our God! The Rock, perfect is his activity,
for all his ways are justice. A God of faith-
fulness, with whom there is no injustice;
righteous and upright is he.”—Deut. 32:
3.,4.

DAs this inspired record by Moses
shows, God has an illustrious name. In the
Hebrew language it is written mm, and is
believed to have been pronounced like the
romanization
nounced Jehovah, in Spanish Jehova, in
Japanese Ehoba. Though the pronunciation
varies from language to language, the
name is easily recognizable in each lan-
guage, serving to distinguish the Lord of
the universe and the God of all creation
from all the inferior lords and gods known
in both Biblical and secular history. The
name has its own distinctive meaning: “I
shall prove to be what I shall prove to be.”

19. What is God's name, and how did Moses glorify it?
20. Why is the Name important?

Yahvoeh.In English it is pro-
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(Ex. 3:14) Jehovah vindicated his name
in a typical way, when he delivered Israel
from Egypt as a people for his name, strik-
ing Egypt with devastating plagues and
finally destroying the flower of its military
might in the Red Sea. It was no wonder
that “the people began to fear Jehovah
and to put faith in Jehovah and in Moses
his servant.”—Ex. 14:28-31; Acts 15:14.
2lHowever, there are many religions to-
day, especially in Christendom, that pro-
fess to believe the Bible, but that shy away
from putting faith in Jehovah, the Creator-
God of the Bible. They say they believe in
God, but they do not want Jehovah as
their God. They agree with what Moses
wrote about creation, but they do not agree
with what he wrote about God. They pre-
fer to worship a mystic Trinity of gods,
a “God incarnate,” or a nameless “Lord.”
They are so sensitive about the name “Je-
hovah” that they even expurgate it from
their modern Bible translations. Their sub-
stitution of “Lord” or “God” for “Jeho-
vah” is not translation. It is interpretation,
a ‘taking away’' from God's Word, in di-
rect violation of Jehovah’s command
through Moses, at Deuteronomy 4:2.
2Thus the ten-man panel chosen by the
Joint Committee of the Churches in Great
Britain declares through its director, Pro-
fessor Godfrey R. Driver, that in its new
translation of the Old Testament of the
Bible, the name “Jehovah” will not appear.
Why? Because “the word ‘Jehovah’ (is)
merely a solecism produced in 1502,” says
Driver.* If “Jehovah” is a “solecism” (a
corruption of, or deviation from the origi-
nal, according to Webster), would it not
be more honest on the translators’ part to
write the Name in its original form? The
name “Jehovah” in English, and its equiva-

* AP Dispatch from London, August 19, 1962.

21. How do many modern religions show disrespect
for the Name?

22. What reason does one translation committee give
for rejecting the Name, but is this a valid reason?
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lents in other languages, have become rec-
ognizable by long usage. How ridiculous
to say now that the name should be elimi-
nated because of a deviation in pronuncia-
tion! By the same argument, the name
“Jesus” should be removed, for “Jesus” is
a solecism based on the Greek equivalent
of the Hebrew “Jehoshuah.” Following the
same reasoning, we should substitute “he,”
“she” or some other identity-destroying
pronoun or common noun in place of many
other names whose original pronunciation
has not been carried over into the transla-
tion. In time, some of these translators
might even come out with a Bible that
omits all names, for fear of pronouncing
them wrong!

BWhy this widespread reticence in us-
ing God’s name? There is a strong reason.
The great religious systems of Christen-
dom have ceased to trust in the Creator-
God, Jehovah. Instead, they have rested
hope of survival in the political nations of
the West, with their nuclear armaments.
They have taken the *“religion of their
choice,” so that they may be free from re-
sponsibility to Jehovah, the God of the
Bible. In this way they have lined them-
selves up with an opposing god, the origi-
nator of earth’'s multitude of religious
sects, the one whom Jehovah's Chief Wit-
ness, Christ Jesus, referred to as “the fa-
ther of the lie.” (John 8:44) Thus they
disqualify themselves from the blessing
that Moses bestowed prophetically on the
Christian nation of spiritual Israel: “Hap-
py you are, O Israel! Who is there like you,
a people enjoying salvation in Jehovah,
the shield of your help, and the One who
is your eminent sword?”—Deut. 33:29.

2AHappy today is this “lIsrael of God,”
made up of the Christian witnesses of Je-
hovah. These are truly “enjoying salvation
in Jehovah,” and they look forward con-

23. What reason actually lies behind rejecting the
Name?

24. Why may “the Israel of God” be termed happy?
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fidently to their “eminent sword” solving
all nuclear-age problems, as he crushes
warlike nations, together with their devil-
ish instruments of annihilation, in Arma-
geddon’s war. In faith they take up the
song of victory, as Moses did at Jehovah's
miraculous victory at the Red Sea. “My
strength and my might is Jah, since he
serves for my salvation. This is my God,
and | shall laud him; my father’s God, and
I shall raise him on high. Who among the
gods is like you, O Jehovah? Who is like
you, proving yourself mighty in holiness?
The One to be feared with songs of praise,
the One doing marvels. Jehovah will rule
as king to time indefinite, even forever.”
—Ex. 15:2,11,18.
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cause you alone are loyal? For all the na-
tions will come and worship before you,
because your righteous decrees have been
made manifest.’ "—Rev. 15:3, 4.

B Today, men of goodwill from all the

nations are also embracing the true reli-
gion, the worship of Jehovah, and are busi-
ly witnessing concerning his righteous
decrees. They have faith, too, that the sac-
rifice of the Lamb of God will result in ben-
efits of eternal life for them. It will be a
happy, fruitful life on earth, where they
will be co-workers with God, performing
his divine will in transforming this globe
into a delightful garden park. Thus, the
true religion, the worship and service of
Jehovah, will bring everlasting delight to

5 Yes, Jehovah will rule as king foreverthe Armageddon survivors, to their chil-

Already, in A.D. 1914, he established his
heavenly kingdom in the hands of his Son,
Christ Jesus, the Lamb of God. Christ's
footstep followers, many of whom have
been resurrected to share with him in his
Kingdom glory, are now “singing the song
of Moses the slave of God and the song of
the Lamb, saying: ‘Great and wonderful
are your works, Jehovah God, the Al-
mighty. Righteous and true are your ways,
King of eternity. Who will not really fear
you, Jehovah, and glorify your name, be-

25. What is the content of the ‘song of Moses and of the
Lamb’?

(12 /0 %- «

dren and their children’s children. It will
also bring delight to their fathers, and
their fathers' fathers, and to all others
who have gone into the common grave of
humankind through the millenniums of hu-
man history, and whom Jehovah purposes
to bring forth to life through a resurrec-
tion. (John 5:28, 29) All men who choose
to embrace the true religion on earth will
live for an exhilarating eternity of praise
to that greatest of all names—JEHOVAH.
—Ex. 3:15.

26. What faith do men of goodwill now hold?

Wrong Kind of Christianity

In discussing the decision of the United States Supreme Court banning official
prayers in the public schools, Edward O. Miller wrote in The Christian Century

of August 1, 1962:

“Business leaders who have consistently demanded that the

government stay out of their domain now proclaim that unless the government
undergirds religion, the God of Abraham and of Jesus could be overthrown. Since
when do Christians run to the government to save God? Christianity came near
to destruction when the Roman emperor Constantine gave it official sanction and
made it respectable. As Kierkegaard wrote in his Attach Upon Christendom, a
Christianity that looks to government for aid ‘betrays the fact that it is not the
Christianity of the New Testament/”



“He that approaches God must believe . ..

that he becomes

the rewarder of those earnestly seeking him.”— Heb. 11:6.

ANY claim to believe in God, but

do they believe in him as God,
Jehovah? Do they ‘look intently toward
the payment of the reward, as did that
bold champion of Jehovah’'s name, the
prophet Moses? (Heb. 11:26) It is only
the “meek ones of the earth,” those who
wholeheartedly “seek Jehovah,” together
with righteousness and meekness, that are
promised the reward of survival through
“the day of Jehovah's anger” into his new
world of peace. (Zeph. 2:3) They must
earnestly seek God through his Word, the
Bible, and in association with his witness-
es. They must realize that, while the cre-
ation may stand in proof of the existence
of God, it is only the Bible, his revelation
to mankind through his prophets, that
makes known his eternal Name, the full-
ness of his abounding love, and his glori-
ous purpose to deliver those who love him,
in vindication of his Name.—1 Pet. 1:25.

a glory such as belongs to an only-begotten
son from a father; and he was full of un-
deserved kindness and truth.” (John 1:14)
All who seek the Father, Jehovah, must
do so through His Son, for he is the one
who shed his own human lifeblood to re-
deem man from sin, and who is thus able
to make intercession with Jehovah on be-
half of sinful men.—John 14:6; Heb. 9:
11-14.

3 The Son is not only the Mediator be-

tween God and man, but he is also the
greatest of all prophets. He is the one of
whom Moses spoke: “At that Jehovah said
to me, ‘... A prophet I shall raise up for
them from the midst of their brothers, like
you; and | shall indeed put my words in
his mouth, and he will certainly speak to
them all that I shall command him. And
it must occur that the man who will not
listen to my words that he will speak in
my name, | shall myself require an ac-

2 Preeminently, God “has at the end otount from him. ” (Deut. 18:17-19) Peter

these days spoken to us by means of a
Son, whom he appointed heir of all things,
and through whom he made the systems of
things.” (Heb. 1:2) This Son is also named
the Word and Christ Jesus. Having been
Jehovah's companion worker in the cre-
ation, he is well qualified to speak of all
the glories of Jehovah's accomplishments.
“So the Word became flesh and resided

among us, and we had a view of his glory,
1. Who are promised the reward of survival, and what

must they do?
2. Through whom must men seek Jehovah, and why?
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later identified this prophet typified by
Moses as “the Christ appointed for you,
Jesus.” (Acts 3:19-24) In whose name did
he prophesy? In his own name, Jesus?
No, but in the name of the God who sent
him, Jehovah. Thus he testified concerning
his Father, Jehovah: “l cannot do a single
thing of my own initiative; just as | hear,
I judge; and the judgment that | render is
righteous, because | seek, not my own will,

3. How is he the Prophet like Moses, and why greater
than Moses?
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but the will of him that sent me.” (John
5:30) He taught his followers to pray,
“Our Father in the heavens, let your name
be sanctified,” and he himself prayed in an
hour of trial, “Father, glorify your name.”
(Matt. 6:9; John 12:28) As the Prophet
greater than Moses, Jesus did even more
than Moses in declaring and glorifying Je-
hovah’s name. At the close of his earthly
course, he could say in prayer to Jehovah:
“l1 have made your name manifest to the
men you gave me out of the world. . . .
Sanctify them by means of the truth; your
word is truth.”—John 17:6, 17.

4In the name of Jehovah God, the
prophet Jesus spoke prophecy that is of
vital concern to men living on earth in
this nuclear age. In Matthew chapters 24
and 25, he foretold the world wars, the
famines, the earthquakes, the increase of
lawlessness, the preaching of God’'s king-
dom, the rise to prominence of the UN,
the growth of materialism, and many oth-
er evidences marking this age as “the con-
clusion of the system of things.” Culminat-
ing this great prophecy, Jesus spoke of
himself as coming in Kingdom glory to
separate the nations as sheep and goats.
To the sheep he says: “Come, you who
have my Father's blessing, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the found-
ing of the world.” These sheeplike ones are
depicted as showing goodwill to Christ's
brothers. (Matt. 24:3, 7, 12, 14, 15, 37-39;
25:31-46) Today, those who earnestly seek
Jehovah'’s reward through faith do well to
associate and serve with the New World
society of Jehovah's witnesses.

5In connection with this end of the
world, Jesus also said: “But he that has
endured to the end is the one that will be
saved.” (Matt. 24:13) This endurance in
faith is important to all who will survive
4. What great prophecies did Jesus speak that are of
vital concern in this nuclear age?

5. How did Jesus emphasize joyful endurance, both in
word and deed?
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and attain to the reward. Jesus himself is
the superlative example of endurance, so
that we are all admonished to “look in-
tently at the Chief Agent and Perfecter of
our faith, Jesus. For the joy that was set
before him he endured the torture stake,
despising shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God. Indeed,
consider closely the one who has endured
such contrary talk by sinners against their
own interests, that you may not get tired
and give out in your souls.” (Heb. 12:2, 3)
“For the joy that was set before him”!
So, too, we may endure all trials, “as see-
ing the One who is invisible,” and in the
glorious prospect of Jehovah's new-world
blessingst—Heb. 11:27.

6 What is the reward, for which we are

admonished to strive so earnestly? To his
joint-heirs in the kingdom of heaven, Je-
sus said: “Have no fear, little flock, be-
cause your Father has approved of giving
you the kingdom.” “Seek continually his
kingdom.” (Luke 12:32, 31) Again, Paul
says: God “will render to each one accord-
ing to his works: everlasting life to those
who are seeking glory and honor and in-
corruptibleness by endurance in work that
is good.” (Rom. 2:6, 7) So the prize for
the “little flock” of 144,000 followers of
Jesus Christ is Kingdom glory with ever-
lasting life. After describing this flock of
spiritual Israel in Revelation 7:4-8, the
prophet Jesus goes on to give a vision of
“a great crowd, which no man was able
to number,” taken from among all tribes of
mankind. These also seek God's reward in
faith, by “rendering him sacred service day
and night in his temple.” Will they be dis-
appointed? No, for the prophecy goes on
to say that “the Lamb, who is in the midst
of the throne, will shepherd them, and will
guide them to fountains of waters of life.
And God will wipe out every tear from

6. What rewards await the “little flock” and the “great
crowd” ? Why?
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their eyes.” (Vss. 9-17) Whether the re-
ward is eternal life with the Lamb, Christ
Jesus, in his heavenly Kingdom, or eternal
life in the earthly realm of that kingdom,
how worth-while it is to strive after that
reward in strong faith, and with en-
durance!

TRIALS OF ENDURANCE

7Viewed properly, the trials that con-
front men of faith are a cause for rejoic-
ing. Why so? Because, properly met, they
will bring satisfaction, and with it the
strength that results from keeping integ-
rity. For this reason Peter writes: “In this
fact you are greatly rejoicing, though for
a little while at present, if it must be, you
have been grieved by various trials, in or-
der that the tested quality of your faith,
of much greater value than gold that per-
ishes despite its being proved by fire, may
be found a cause for praise and glory and
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”
(1 Pet. 1:6, 7) Like the faithful prophets
of old, like Jesus, the great prophet and
exemplar, like the courageous modern-day
overcomers among Jehovah's witnesses,
let all with rejoicing keep up this battle
of faith!

8As an aid to enduring in strong faith,
we should always regard as precious our
inestimable privilege of holding high the
glorious Name of Jehovah God. (Psalm
145) It is because of Satan’s wicked chal-
lenge to Jehovah's supremacy that he has
been permitted to test and persecute God's
servants up until this day. (Ex. 9:16) By
enduring in integrity we may share in Je-
hovah’s vindication. What a deep love do
we have for Jehovah's holy Name! That
Name means more to us than any other
name in the wide universe! Only by hold-
ing integrity to Jehovah can we show
our heartfelt appreciation of all that he

7, 8. (a) What results through keeping integrity in
faith? (b) What aids immeasurably toward endurance?
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has created and made, our appreciation of
the gift of life, yes, our appreciation of
his overwhelming loving-kindness in pro-
viding the way of everlasting life through
his Son, Christ Jesus. Thus, in exultant
faith we respond to the call: “Sing to Jeho-
vah, bless his name. From day to day tell
the good news of salvation by him.”—Ps.
96:2.

9Coupled with a love for Jehovah and
his righteousness, we must have a deep
hatred for what is unrighteousness, that
which reproaches or defames Jehovah's
name, or transgresses his righteous prin-
ciples. In this, we should be like-minded
with Christ Jesus, of whom it was pro-
phetically written: “You have loved righ-
teousness and you hate wickedness. That is
why God, your God, has anointed you with
the oil of exultation more than your part-
ners.” (Ps. 45:7) May we, too, share in
that joyful exultation by hating everything
that violates Jehovah’s right principles.
Not that we will hate individuals as such,
but we will certainly not want to company
with those who say of Jehovah: “In the
knowledge of your ways we have found no
delight.” (Job 21:14) Rather, let us spend
time with others of like precious faith, and
in studying the thoughts of Jehovah. “How
great your works are, O Jehovah! Very
deep your thoughts are. No unreasoning
man himself can know them, and no one
stupid can understand this.”—Ps. 92:5, 6.

DYes, study! What a help to endurance!
What a faith builder, setting hearts on the
attainment of the reward! Do we all ap-
preciate, and dig deep down for the full
wealth of information contained in each
issue of The Watchtower? In most coun-
tries today, religion is a mere social con-
venience, to be called on for christenings,
weddings and funerals. There is much, cer-
emonial, but interest in doctrine or proph-
9, 10. (a) What must be coupled with love for Jehovah?

(b) Why is study of such vital importance, and what
are some Scriptural examples?
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ecy is practically nil. There is no living
faith, there is none of the zealous search
for Scriptural truth that was so forcefully
exemplified by the early Christian witness-
es. Why, “day after day they were in con-
stant attendance at the temple with one
accord” for Bible instruction, and as they
preached to others the grand truths they
learned, these also “received the word with
the greatest eagerness of mind, carefully
examining the Scriptures daily as to
whether these things were so0.” (Acts 2:
46; 17:11) It was a daily matter; it was
their very life. So, today, those who seek
the rewards of faith must abandon the
lazy customs of old-world religion, set eyes
in faith on Jehovah's new world and be-
come whole-souled in daily personal Bible
study, as well as in regular meeting attend-
ance with true Christians.

11A modern-day example of true Chris-
tian zeal for the Bible and its study is
found in those witnesses of Jehovah who
suffered in the Nazi concentration camps.
After her own release from concentration
camp, Genevieve de Gaulle, niece of Gen-
eral de Gaulle, the present president of
France, had this to say concerning Jeho-
vah's witnesses in the Ravensbruck Wom-
en's Camp: “Indeed, | have true admira-
tion for them. They belonged to various
nationalities: German, Polish, Russian and
Czech, and have endured very great suffer-
ings for their beliefs. . . . All of them
showed very great courage and their atti-
tude commanded eventually even the re-
spect of the S.S. They could have been
immediately freed if they had renounced
their faith. But, on the contrary, they did
not cease resistance, even succeeding in
introducing books and tracts into the camp,
which writings caused several among them
to be hanged.” *

* Jehovah's Witnesses in the Divine Purpose,
174.
11, 12. (a) What modern-day example illustrates ap-

preciation of Jehovah's provision? (b) Why are study
and association so essential at this particular time?

page
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PThink! Is our own faith so strong that
we would risk being hanged to obtain the
latest issue of The Watchtower? Have we
built up our faith to the point where we
are confident of withstanding any test that
the final assault of Gog of Magog may
bring upon us? The day may come when
it will be very difficult to meet together,
even as our brothers met such trials in Na-
zi concentration camps, and as others are
meeting them in Soviet camps today. Now,
in this breathing space of comparative
freedom of assembly there is the golden
opportunity to meet together regularly
four or five times a week, and to drink in
both Christian association and those pre-
cious Bible truths that will fortify our
faith to survive into the new world of righ-
teousness. “Look! Now is the especially ac-
ceptable time. Look! Now is the day of
salvation.”—2 Cor. 6:2.

BOther trials of faith are not the direct
frontal attack of persecutions. They are
the indirect attack, the ambushes that Sa-
tan sets along the way, and they may come
unexpectedly at any time. Again, it is
strong faith and deep appreciation of Je-
hovah’s righteousness that will win the
day. As Proverbs 6:16-19 advises, there
are seven things that are detestable to Je-
hovah's soul. The first of these is “lofty
eyes.” One might study hard, gain a fine
knowledge of the Scriptures, and progress
to great service privileges in Jehovah's or-
ganization. However, what will all this
benefit if he gets puffed up, and starts to
think that he is someone? His pride will
only preface a great fall. Self-assurance
will open him wide to Satan’s attack, and
the large shield of faith will be missing
when one of the wicked one’s burning mis-
siles strikes through to humble him. (Eph.
6:16) Even the man of faith, Moses, stum-
bled on one occasion, only to recover him-
self and remain in God’s favor. (Num. 20:

13. Why should we guard against “lofty eyes” ?
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7-13) Despite his glorious privilege as
God’'s prophet, Moses remained the ‘meek-
est of men,” and in this we do well to fol-
low his example.

MLiving in a corrupt, delinquent world,
the man of faith is surrounded by so many
evil influences, that he must keep up his
guard at all times. There are other “things
that Jehovah does hate,” and which we
should likewise hate with a godly hatred.
They are “a false tongue, and hands that
are shedding innocent blood, a heart fabri-
cating hurtful schemes, feet that are in
a hurry to run to badness, a false witness
that launches forth lies, and anyone send-
ing forth contentions among brothers.”
These hurtful things belong in Satan’s
world, and they will perish with Satan’s
world. In the zeal of true faith, we must
guard against their entry into our indi-
vidual lives and into the Christian congre-
gation. Remember, “Jehovah is righteous;
he does love righteous acts. The upright
are the ones that will behold his face.”
—Ps. 11:7.

BA live faith is not content with receiv-
ing. It is the faith that gives! How better
can one give of his faith than by regular
weekly service to Jehovah, in companion-
ship with others of like faith? Yes, work
with a purpose, calling again on goodwill
persons, studying with them, and sharing
to the full in the happy sequence outlined
in Romans 10:13-15: “For ‘everyone who
calls on the name of Jehovah will be saved.’
However, how will they call on him in
whom they have not put faith? How, in
turn, will they put faith in him of whom
they have not heard? How, in turn, will
they hear without someone to preach?
How, in turn, will they preach unless they
be sent forth? Just as it is written: ‘How
comely are the feet of those who declare
14. What other hateful things must be guarded against,

and why?

15. What
faith?

wonderful privilege accompanies a living
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good news of good things!"” Comely in-
deed in Jehovah's sight are those whom
he sends forth, and who accept this grand
privilege of sharing faith with others!

BToday, there is a new and young gen-
eration growing up in the New World so-
ciety of Jehovah's witnesses. These, too,
need faith. Many who are now coming to
associate with Jehovah's people have not
had to endure fiery persecutions such as
those of World War Il. They have not
passed through mobbings, prison camps,
jailings, bannings and reproaches that old-
er Witnesses have experienced. Yet, these,
too, should study to build the same sterling
quality of faith that has characterized Je-
hovah's servants in all ages. These, too,
should be diligent to equip themselves with
faith’'s armor, heeding Paul’'s admonition
to the young man Timothy: “Fight the
fine fight of the faith, get a firm hold on
the everlasting life for which you were
called and you offered the fine public dec-
laration in front of many witnesses.”
—1Tim. 6:12.

I7Faith in Jehovah will draw one closer
to Jehovah, and drawing close to Jehovah
means approaching him in prayer. In this
connection Peter exhorts: “But the end of
all things has drawn close. Be sound in
mind, therefore, and be vigilant with a
view to prayers. Above all things, have in-
tense love for one another, because love
covers a multitude of sins.” (1 Pet. 4.7, 8)
Keep close to Jehovah in prayer, for it is
the prayer of faith, coupled with love, that
keeps one’s feet on the path toward the
reward of life everlasting in God's new
world.

BTruly, “the end of all things has
drawn close,” and this can be well appre-
ciated by the way the nations of mankind
are struggling under the problems of their
self-made nuclear crisis. It is the time to
16. What advice applies to the young generation today?

17,18. Why is this the time to “be vigilant with a view
to prayers"?
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be completely vigilant, to keep one’s faith
at concert pitch, so as to be ready to fol-
low every leading of Jehovah and his Son,
during these climactic days leading to Ar-
mageddon. What a tremendous day will
that be, and may we then, all of us, be able
to show the tested quality of our faith,
for praise and glory and honor at the
Armageddon “revelation of Jesus Christ”!
—1Pet. 1:7.
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tect him because he has come to know my
name.” It is because the one diligently
seeking God has come to know Jehovah,
and all that His glorious name stands for.
It is because he believes that God, Jeho-
vah, exists, and because he has complete
faith in attaining to Jehovah's promised
rewards. It is because he calls upon Jeho-
vah in faith. “He will call upon me, and |
shall answer him. | shall be with him in

19 Reverting again to the prophet Mosesdistress. | shall rescue him and glorify

we may read in his psalm how great are
the rewards for men
of faith who earnest-
ly seek after God.
These are the ones
who come to dwell
“in the secret place
of the Most High”
and “under the very
shadow of the Almighty One.” They say to
Jehovah, “You are my refuge and my
stronghold, my God, in whom | will trust.”
To these trusting ones, Jehovah gives as-
surance: “You will not be afraid of any-
thing dreadful by night, nor of the arrow
that flies by day, nor of the pestilence that
walks in the gloom, nor of the destruction
that despoils at midday. A thousand will
fall at your very side and ten thousand at
your right hand; to you it will not come
near. Only with your eyes will you look on
and see the retribution itself of the wicked
ones. Because you said: ‘Jehovah is my
refuge,” you have made the Most High
himself your dwelling; no calamity will be-
fall you, and not even a plague will draw
near to your tent. For he will give his own
angels a command concerning you, to
guard you in all your ways.” What glori-
ous promise of protection during the fast-
gathering storm of Armageddon!

2 Why does Jehovah promise such pro-
tection? The psalm continues: “I shall pro-
19, 20. (a) What glorious promise of protection is con-

tained in the 91st Psalm? (b) Why does Jehovah pro-
vide such protection?

ARTICLES IN THE NEXT ISSUE
Protect the New Generation.
Each One Will Render an Account.

« The Bible, Tradition and Your Worship.
Did You Commit the Unforgivable Sin?

him. With length of days | shall satisfy
him, and | shall
cause him to see sal-
vation by me.”—Ps.
91:1, 2, 5-11, 14-16.
2LAs “length of
days” extend out in-
to an eternity of joy-
ful service of the
Creator-God, Jehovah, the recipients of his
blessings in the new world will rejoice that
they became men of faith during the clos-
ing days of this old world. They will re-
joice that they had belief in Jehovah God,
and belief in his power to reward them.
They will rejoice that their faith became
a vibrant, living thing, and that it strength-
ened them to withstand the buffetings of
Satan’s world during its nuclear-age death
throes. The rewards of that faith will be
the grandest kind, an eternity of rewards,
with exultation rising upon exultation, as
man peers more and more into the glorious
works of Jehovah, and experiences more
and more His paternal goodness. Those
holding fast the faith of the true religion
during the momentary “last days” of this
old world will be amply rewarded in the
eternity of peaceful, joyful living in the
new world to come! “And this is the con-
quest that has conquered the world, our
faith.”—1 John 5:4.
21. (a) In what may Armageddon survivors rejoice?

(b) What is the conquest that overcomes the world, and
with what reward?
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CHANGE IN ATTITUDE

The apostle Paul, at 2 Corinthians 6:3-10,
tells how true Christians recommend the truth
to others by their conduct and fine qualities,
such as kindness. Recently a Witness in the
State of Indiana offered The Watchtower and
Awake! to a householder and was told: “This
time I'll take them and read them.” She pro-
ceeded to tell the Witness that she was very
grateful to one of Jehovah’s witnesses who
had called on her mother and kindly com-
forted and encouraged her while her father
was in the hospital. This householder had pre-
viously been very opposed to the truth, but
the kindness shown her parents changed her
attitude.

NEATNESS IMPRESSED THEM

A Witness, doing rooming work for an as-
sembly at Americus, Georgia, reported calling
at two motels: “l called on the manager of
a motel and told him that I was with the
Watchtower Rooming Committee. He said,
‘You don't mean Jehovah’'s witnesses, do
you?' | said, ‘Yes.” He said, ‘My wife and |
were talking about you people the other day.
We had just had a group here at our motel
who were attending a religious meeting. They
and their children were very careless about
caring for their rooms; they strewed papers
and trash on the grounds and were very
noisy. My wife had said, “Why couldn’t they
have been like Jehovah’s witnesses?” When
they were here they left their rooms so neat
and clean that we didn't have to do much
after their assembly. Even the maids men-
tioned the difference in Jehovah’s witnesses
and other people. We're so glad to have you
folks back!

“l later called at another motel. The lady
in charge asked me what I was selling. | said,
‘I'm not selling anything. I'm with the Watch-
tower Rooming Committee. We're going to
need rooms for an assembly.” She said, ‘Well,
we certainly want to welcome you back.” She
then showed me how neat and clean the rooms
were and stated the rates. As | was ready to
leave, she said, ‘I would like to ask one favor
of you.” She explained, ‘I would like for you
to send the same people in here as | had at
your last assembly. They were the nicest and
neatest people | ever met.’ | told her that |

the
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could not promise that, ‘but I would like for
you to have someone else stay here and see
if they are not just as nice and neat.” She re-
plied, ‘I'm sure that they will be just the
same, but I just thought so much of the others
that | wanted to have them back.””

NO PROBLEMS

A circuit minister of Jehovah’s witnesses in
British Columbia, Canada, reports: “While
serving the Lonsdale congregation | was
doing store-to-store work with the magazines
in the territory which included a hotel. 1
called on the manager with the magazines
and he readily took them. He said that there
must be something in these journals. I asked
him why he said so. His reply was that he
had had his hotel full of Witnesses during the
assembly and he said, ‘Frankly, | wish |
could have my hotel filled with them every
day. You don’t know how good it is to have
people in a hotel who cause no problems. So
if these magazines teach people to behave
this way then | want to read them. ”

CONDUCT THAT BEARS WITNESS

A minister in Alberta, Canada, tells how he
and another Witness called at a home in Cal-
gary and a lady came to the door: “The lady
asked us: ‘Are you Jehovah’s witnesses?’ On
finding out we were, she invited us inside and
told us she respected Jehovah’'s witnesses be-
cause of their conduct and thoughtfulness of
others. She told us that at one time she was
a lady detective and as such she was very
observant of people. One day she and her
husband stopped at a restaurant in British
Columbia. While they waited for their meal,
she was watching the waitresses as they went
about serving their customers. Finally she
said to her husband: ‘I can tell you the re-
ligion of that girl over there.’ He said, ‘Oh,
what is it?’ ‘She is one of Jehovah’s witness-
es,” the lady told her husband. So they called
the girl over, and it was true. After the wait-
ress left, the husband asked, ‘What made you
think she was one of Jehovah’s witnesses?’
The detective-minded lady said, ‘Her conduct
and thoughtfulness of others, seeing to it that
they were well cared for.” As a result of that
girl’s conduct, several magazines were placed
and arrangements made for a back-call.”



OBSERVING SUBJECTION IN ALL REALMS OF LIFE

UBJECTION! Ever so many persons re-
bel at the thought of subjection, but ded-
icated Christians know that, like it or not,
all except God are and must be in subjection
to someone. Even Jesus Christ is in subjection
to his Father, trinitarian dogma to the con-
trary notwithstanding.—1 Cor. 11:3; 15:28.*

We cannot escape it. Jehovah God is a God
of order. To have order requires organization,
and to have organization involves the prin-
ciple of subjection, which principle applies to
every sphere of human activity, to every
realm of life. As the apostle Peter expresses
it: “Be in subjection . . . But all of you gird
yourselves with lowliness of mind toward one
another.”—1 Pet. 5:5.

Thus there is no question about slaves being
in subjection to their masters, which subjec-
tion they are to render uncomplainingly. Not,
however, in everything, but only in things
to which their masters have a legal right.
Masters may not properly interfere with the
religion of their slaves, neither may they de-
mand of their slaves criminal acts. This un-
derscores the fact that the subjection of slaves
to their masters is a relative, a comparative
subjection, not a total one. It does not leave
God out of consideration. To the extent that
Christians today are beholden to employers
so as to provide things honest in the sight of
all men, to that extent they may be said to
be similarly in subjection.—Titus 2:9-12.

Relative subjection is also required of Chris-
tian wives, and that regardless of whether
their husbands are Christians or not. While
they are to be in subjection “to their husbands
in everything,” this subjection must be bal-
anced with a fear of God and a conscientious
regard for God’s will. (Eph. 5:24) Proof of its
being a relative subjection is seen in the fact
that it is to be done that no reproach may fall
upon Jehovah’s worship.—Titus 2:3-5.

Then there is the relative subjection of all
Christians to the superior authorities, the po-
litical rulers that have been set in their rela-
tive positions by God. Christians cannot es-
cape this subjection so long as both are upon
this earth. Though Christians are free, they
may not use this freedom as an excuse to flout
the laws that do not conflict with God’s laws

* For details see The Watchtower,
December 1, 1962.

November 1, 15,
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nor to indulge in moral badness, arousing the
governments to righteous indignation. Rather,
Christians will give to all their due, honor
and respect according to their station.—Rom.
13:1-7.

Such subjection, however, does not mean
making concordats with worldly governments,
in which certain favors are gained in exchange
for letting the governments pass on appoint-
ments to high office, as some have done. Such
friendship with the world would mean enmity
with God; it being a subjection that makes
them part of the world. That the subjection
of Christians to Caesar is relative is also seen
in the fact that it is a matter of conscience.
—Jas. 4:4; John 17:16.

But, above all, Christians must be in subjec-
tion to Jehovah God and his visible earthly in-
strument or channel. Concerning this sub-
jection within the Christian congregation, the
apostle Paul writes: “Be obedient to those
who are taking the lead among you and be
submissive, for they are keeping watch over
your souls as those who will render an ac-
count; that they may do this with joy and
not with sighing, for this would be damaging
to you.”—Heb. 13:17.

Subjection within the Christian congrega-
tion has many facets, as it were. The young
are to be in subjection to the older, the women
to the men, the individual members to the ap-
pointed servants, the ministerial assistants to
the presiding overseer. Such submission or
subjection is shown by cooperating with one
another, by being punctual, by being depend-
able, by doing one’s best. In particular does
it mean being in subjection to the arrange-
ments for the field ministry, be those instruc-
tions given by the governing body directly
or through its traveling or local represent-
atives.

By observing subjection in all the realms
of life, total subjection to Jehovah God, theo-
cratic subjection within his New World society
of witnesses, and relative subjection to those
over them as economic masters, husbands or
the political superior authorities of this old
world, Christians will be keeping integrity,
avoid casting reproach upon Jehovah’s pure
worship and gain Jehovah’s approval and
everlasting life in his new world of righteous-
ness.



a rXT° DISCIPLINE sas for tre

C / x. present to be joyous, but griev-
ous; yet afterward to those who have been
trained by it it yields peaceable fruit,
namely, righteousness.”—Heb. 12:11.

When the great Universal Sovereign,
Jehovah, disciplines an individual, that in-
dividual will want to exert himself strenu-
ously to take corrective measures in har-
mony with Jehovah’s requirements. He
should not look lightly at the correction
that comes from God. The Christian apos-
tle Paul said: “My son, do not belittle the
discipline from Jehovah, neither give out
when you are corrected by him; for whom
Jehovah loves he disciplines.” (Heb. 12:
5, 6) Because of God's great love for his
servants, and because “he does not desire
any to be destroyed,” he disciplines in righ-
teousness.—2 Pet. 3:9.

Some forms of discipline are more se-
vere than others. The consequences are
correspondingly more severe, as noted in
the articles “What Disfellowshiping
Means” and “Family Responsibility in
Keeping Jehovah’s Worship Pure,” found
in the July 1 and 15, 1963, issues of the
Watchtower magazine.

If a person takes correction with the
proper attitude, the benefits and blessings
are many. Proverbs 6:23 says: “The re-
proofs of discipline are the way of life.”
Yes, everlasting life is bound up in the
way one receives discipline from Jehovah.

This proper attitude toward discipline is
especially needed when one has been dis-
fellowshiped, or excommunicated, from
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Jehovah's visible organization. One who
has committed sins against God and man
to the extent that he must be cut off from
the Christian congregation has lost Jeho-
vah's favor. It is imperative that he regain
it if he wants life in God’s new world of
righteousness. But how is it possible for
one who has been disfellowshiped to be
reinstated in Jehovah's organization and
reestablish a proper relationship with Je-
hovah?

HOW REINSTATEMENT IS POSSIBLE

To be reinstated means to be put back,
or established again, as in a former state.
For someone who has been cut off from
God'’s visible organization to be reinstated
means for him to be put back, or estab-
lished again, as a member of the congre-
gation.

To put oneself in the way of being re-
stored, one should do as Jehovah com-
mands at lIsaiah 1:18: “Come, now, you
people, and let us set matters straight be-
tween us.” The results of doing this or not
doing it are noted: “If you people show
willingness and do listen, the good of the
land you will eat. But if you people refuse
and are actually rebellious, with a sword
you will be eaten up.”—Isa. 1:19, 20.

Reinstatement is not just a matter of
waiting for a specified time to elapse and
then making the proper request in writing
to the congregation. No; during the period
of excommunication the wrongdoer’s heart
condition, his basic attitude, must undergo
a profound change. The sinner must fully
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realize the gravity of his wicked course
and the great reproach he has brought
upon Jehovah and his organization. He
must feel cut to the heart. But he must
do more. He must go farther than mere
recognition of a wrong and feeling sorry.
He must repent, which means to feel such
sorrow for sin or fault as to be disposed to
change one’s life for the better. There
has to be a converting or changing of his
entire course of action. Yes, he must “set
matters straight” in harmony with God’s
righteous requirements. Then he can ap-
proach the congregation committee, ac-
knowledge his wrong, and give evidence
he is living a clean life and will continue
to do so. In this way he will prove that he
is worthy of receiving Jehovah’'s unde-
served kindness and be reinstated.

If these necessary evidences of sorrow
and change are present, then his reinstate-
ment could be considered by the congre-
gation committee after sufficient time had
elapsed, which in most cases is at least a
year.

WHY CONFESS?

When the Christian considers the Scrip-
tural aspects of disfellowshiping it should
make him keenly aware of the displeasure
God expresses toward persistent wrong-
doing. It should make him realize just how
serious a thing it is to practice sin. It
should make him reaffirm his determina-
tion never to pursue a course of wrong-
doing. How disastrous it is to be disfel-
lowshiped! What great reproach is brought
upon God, upon God’s congregation, upon
the individual concerned and upon his fam-
ily members!

With such grave consequences involved,
a few who have fallen into sin might be
tempted to reason this way: ‘Well, 1 know
I have done wrong, but I also know that
if 1 tell anyone about it I might be dis-
fellowshiped. I've learned how terrible this
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can be, and | don't want to go through
that. | had better not tell anyone about
this. Nobody will ever know, and all that
shame will be avoided.’

Such reasoning ignores many things.
One is God’'s quality of mercy. Another is
the benefit that comes from being disci-
plined by Jehovah. The heart attitude of
such a person is wrong. His reasoning is
fallacious and dangerous to himself. In the
first place he does not appreciate that this
will begin to sear his conscience and open
the way for more wrongdoing. Since he
“got away” with it once, it will be easier
to do again. The fallacy is that his sin is
not against just another person, or against
just God’s congregation. His sin is against
Jehovah! While it might be possible to hide
a course of wickedness from other people
for a while, it is not possible to hide it
from Jehovah!

Jehovah observes what men do. “Jeho-
vah is in his holy temple. Jehovah—in the
heavens is his throne. His own eyes behold,
his own beaming eyes examine the sons of
men. Jehovah himself examines the righ-
teous one as well as the wicked one.” (Ps.
11:4, 5) “The eyes of Jehovah are in
every place, keeping watch upon the bad
ones and the good ones.” (Prov. 15:3)
“For my eyes are upon all their ways.
They have not been concealed from before
me, neither has their error been hid from
in front of my eyes.” (Jer. 16:17) “As for
Jehovah, he sees what the heart is.”
—1 Sam. 16:7.

From this it is evident that a person
overtaken in serious violations of Jeho-
vah's laws should not try to “get away”
with sin and think he will be free from
Jehovah's discipline. “God opposes the
haughty ones, but he gives undeserved
kindness to the humble ones.” (Jas. 4:6)
Jehovah will oppose any who sin grievous-
ly and who then try to remain in his clean
organization without confessing their er-
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ror to the visible authorities in the Chris-
tian congregation. The person who falls in-
to sin, but who wants to do what is right,
should go to the overseer of the congre-
gation and make an honest confession of
his transgression. Said the Bible writer
James: “Therefore openly confess your
sins to one another and pray for one an-
other, that you may get healed.”—Jas.
5:16.

If this openness, humility and willing-
ness to confess are not manifested, then
this person will be plagued by a guilty
conscience whenever he hears or reads
counsel regarding such matters in the fu-
ture. If he hardens himself, he will even-
tually be taken out of God’s congregation
by the angels. Jesus warned: “The Son of
man will send forth his angels, and they
will collect out from his kingdom all things
that cause stumbling and persons who are
doing lawlessness.” (Matt. 13:41) Jehovah
withdraws his spirit from such an individ-
ual, as in the case of King Saul. (1 Sam.
16:14) With this powerful force for pro-
tection gone, the person may be led to
complete debauchery and control by de-
monic forces.— 1 Cor. 5:5.

The honest-hearted person should not
lose sight of Jehovah's marvelous quality
of mercy when he considers seeking out
the overseer for confession and correction.
If someone is overtaken and breaks God'’s
law, but quickly confesses, it may be that
in Jehovah's undeserved kindness he will
not be cut off from the congregation. In-
stead, other disciplinary measures may be
taken. However, this is for the congrega-
tion committee to decide in harmony with
Jehovah’s just requirements balanced by
His mercy and forgiveness.

What if a Christian knows definitely of
a grievous sin that was committed by an-
other in the congregation? Is he under ob-
ligation to bring it to the attention of the
congregation? If the sin is the kind that
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would bring reproach upon God and upon
His congregation, especially if it could lead
to disfellowshiping, then the Christian is
obligated to go to the congregation com-
mittee and tell them what he knows of
this. One who fails to do this fails to show
love for God and the congregation, because
he allows uncleanness to remain in it.

HOW TO AVOID WRONG CONDUCT

To avoid a course that might lead to dis-
fellowshiping, each Christian will want to
stick close to God. This can be done by
continually feeding from Jehovah'’s spiri-
tual table. Study his Word, the Bible, con-
tinually. Associate with other Christians
who will strengthen you and serve as
wholesome companions in this evil-filled
world. Fill your time by participating in
the work that Jehovah has given his ser-
vants to do at this time.

Constantly seek to improve the quality
of your worship. Train your perceptive
powers by using the things you learn in
your daily life. This will help you to pro-
gress toward Christian maturity, for the
apostle Paul said that mature persons are
“those who through use have their per-
ceptive powers trained to distinguish both
right and wrong.” (Heb. 5:14) This does
not mean that a mature person can be
careless where sin is concerned. All must
“keep strict watch that how [they] walk
is not as unwise but as wise persons, buy-
ing out the opportune time for [them-
selves], because the days are wicked . . .
go on perceiving what the will of Jehovah
is.” (Eph. 5:15-17) Yes, “having this ad-
vance knowledge, be on your guard that
you may not be led away with them by
the error of the law-defying people and
fall from your own steadfastness.”—2 Pet.
3:17.

Sin begins in the mind. Wrong desire
will grow if not curbed. It will eventually
give birth to sin. As James 1:14, 15 states:
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“Each one is tried by being drawn out and
enticed by his own desire. Then the desire,
when it has become fertile, gives birth to
sin.” Wrong desire is like quicksand and
can pull one down into sin if not counter-
acted immediately.

If improper desires are aroused—and
this is not difficult for imperfect humans
—determine the source of those desires
and seek to keep away from it. If one is
susceptible to overdrinking, then he
should not buy alcoholic beverages or ac-
cept them if others offer them. If one finds
himself in dangerous situations with mem-
bers of the opposite sex, then that asso-
ciation should be limited to gatherings
where one will not be alone with one of
the opposite sex. Do not overestimate your
ability to resist temptation of this sort.
“Let him that thinks he is standing be-
ware that he does not fall.” (1 Cor. 10:12)
Young people wisely will accept the group-
ing of themselves in company with others,
under the guidance of a mature adult or
Christian couple. Christian parents will
carefully guide their young to keep them
out of the way of immorality by not per-
mitting their “going steady” or “dating”
when too young. Do not let the corrupt
standards of this dying world be the stan-
dards by which you guide your children.
Since marriage is the proper reason for
members of the opposite sex keeping com-
pany, they should obviously be of a more
responsible age before going out together.
However, even adults must carefully guard
their conduct with the opposite sex. It is
not only the young that can get into
difficulty.

Do not take the first step toward sin,
whether it is in regard to alcohol, sexual
morality, or any other type of difficulty.
Small things lead to big things. Small
thefts will dull the conscience and permit
big thefts. Small lies train the mind for

fEeWATCHTOWER,

475

big lies. Not saying “No” to that extra
drink will weaken the resolve and pave the
way for drunkenness. “Necking” and “pet-
ting” can lead to fornication. Irregularity
in meeting Christian obligations will weak-
en one’s ability to fulfill his worship to
God.

Profit by the discipline given to others.
When discipline is administered through
the medium of Christian publications or
from the platform in Christian meetings,
take the counsel to heart. See how it could
apply to you. Let it serve as a warning
for you to keep your guard up and not
relax your vigilance where the perform-
ance of God's will is concerned.—1 Tim.
5:20.

As you stay close to God’'s word and his
organization, and pray for his spirit to
guide you, your love of God will grow.
That love of God will serve as a mighty
bulwark against the encroachments of sin,
since it will help you to grow in your love
for what is right and your hatred for what
is wrong.

The proper viewpoint of discipline will
aid all in the congregations of Jehovah's
people. It will enlarge our appreciation for
God's ways of dealing with his people. It
will make us realize that, since thousands
have been disfellowshiped, it could happen
to us if we do not walk carefully in the
ways that Jehovah has outlined in his
Word. It will also encourage us to serve Je-
hovah God, who is so concerned with his
people, when we understand the reasons
for discipline and the benefits that are
derived.

We can therefore look forward with con-
fidence to God’s new world where all who
are living will be educated and trained so
they will worship Jehovah properly and
enjoy loving, clean association with their
fellowman
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RE you a Bible lover? If so, the

name of Papias (Pa'pias) will be
of interest to you. Why so? Because his
writings contain the earliest information
we have on the origin of some of the books
of the Christian Greek Scriptures, that is,
apart from the testimony of the Scriptures
themselves.1

Various dates are given for both the
birth and death of Papias, but “no fact is
known inconsistent with c¢. [A.D.] 60-135
as the period of Papias’ life.”2 He was a
companion of Polycarp, who, it is said, had
personally known some of the apostles,3
and he resided in the region of Phrygia in
the province of Asia, today known as Asia
Minor.

According to the second-century reli-
gious writer Irenaeus, Papias was alearned
man and held in high esteem and respect
as a reliable channel for the apostolic
teachings.4 Eusebius, prominent church
historian of the fourth century, however,
gives contradictory testimony regarding
Papias. First he speaks of him as “well
skilled in all manner of learning, and well
acquainted with the Scriptures,” and then
later describes him as a man “of limited
understanding” and one who had gathered
“certain strange parables of our Lord and
his doctrine, and some other matters
rather too fabulous.”1

But the reason why Eusebius disagreed
with Papias was apparently that the latter
believed in a millennial reign of Christ
upon earth.2 This, however, was the pre-
vailing view of those professing Christian-
ity in the second century.5 In fact, they
held that the world would continue as it

was for six thousand years and then would
come the millennium for the seventh thou-
sand years.6 They also understood that
some Christians would gain a heavenly
reward, whereas others would be rewarded
with life in a Paradise earth.4If, as Euse-
bius implies, Papias was inclined to apply
figurative language in a literal way, never-
theless, the record concerning him indi-
cates that “he was careful to insist on good
evidence for what he accepted as Christ’s
own teaching, in the face of then current
unauthorized views.”2

HIS WRITINGS

As for his works, these consisted chiefly
of a five-book commentary (most likely
five chapters, the books being more like
the shorter “books” of the Christian Greek
Scriptures than ordinary books), entitled
“Exposition of the Lord’s Oracles.” It has
been quoted by a number of writers, and
copies of it were in existence as late as
A.D. 1218, but since then it has disap-
peared entirely.7

In his preface or introduction Papias
explained his method. He carefully gath-
ered information from those who had
personally known such apostles as Andrew,
Peter, Philip, Thomas, James, John and
Matthew. He also noted that he did not
take pleasure in those who spoke much but
in those who taught the truth and that he
preferred getting his information firsthand
from living witnesses rather than from
written sources.8 Most important of the
fragments of his work that have come
down to us is the one relating to the writ-
ing of the Gospels of Mark and Matthew:
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“The presbyter [who, some say, may
have been the apostle John] said this:
Mark having become the interpreter of
Peter, wrote down accurately whatsoever
he remembered. It was not, however, in
exact order that he related the sayings or
deeds of Christ. For he neither heard the
Lord nor accompanied Him. But after-
wards, as | said, he accompanied Peter,
who accommodated his instructions to the
necessities [of his hearers], but with no
intention of giving a regular narrative of
the Lord’s sayings. Wherefore Mark made
no mistake in thus writing some things as
he remembered them. For one thing he
took special care, not to omit anything
he had heard, and not to put anything fic-
titious into the statements.” *“Matthew
put together the oracles [of the Lord] in
the Hebrew language, and each one inter-
preted them as best he could.”8

In other places Papias quotes from the
first letters of both Peter and John, show-
ing that they were used in his day. His
testimony in favor of the book of Revela-
tion is particularly noteworthy, he thereby
being one of the oldest witnesses to its
inspiration and creditability.5He also men-
tions the Gospel according to the Hebrews,
which, according to some, was Matthew’s
Gospel in its original tongue.

The remarks of Papias regarding the
Gospels of Mark and Matthew find corrob-
oration in the Gospels themselves. What
he states about Mark’s Gospel accounts for
its vivid style, obviously that of an eye-
witness; and its rapid-moving pace is just
what we would expect if it were told by
Peter or received from him. What Papias
stated about Matthew's Gospel also fits
the facts, for it is clear that Matthew wrote
first in Hebrew, as he prefers to quote
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from the Hebrew itself rather than from
the Greek Septuagint Version, as was the
custom of the rest of the Christian Greek
Scripture writers. No doubt Matthew him-
self later translated it into Greek so that
it might have a wider circulation. This
would account for the fact that it does not
read like a translation.

These early religious writers, such as
Papias, who lived before the Council of
Nicaea convened A.D. 325, are generally
termed the “Ante-Nicene Fathers.” Con-
cerning their testimony it has been said:
“These writings ... are primary evidences
of the canon and the creditability of the
New Testament. . . . These disciples are
confessedly inferior to their Masters, they
speak with the voices of infirm and fallible
men, and not like the New Testament
writers, with the fiery tongues of the Holy
Ghost.” Yet they are of value.®

These writers may be said to give two-
fold testimony concerning the inspired
Christian Scriptures. They give historical
facts regarding the writing of these Scrip-
tures, on the one hand, and, on the other,
by their shortcomings they underscore
the fact that the Christian Greek Scrip-
tures are indeed of divine inspiration. The
strongest evidences of the inspiration of
the Christian Greek Scriptures, however,
are found right in those inspired writings
themselves.
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HOW MANY

HE question of how many Israelites left

Egypt on the night of Nisan 14, 1513 B.C,,

is raised by Exodus 12:37, 38, where we
read: “The sons of Israel proceeded to depart
from Rameses for Succoth, to the number of
six hundred thousand able-bodied men on foot,
besides little ones. And a vast mixed company
also went up with them, as well as flocks and
herds, a very numerous stock of animals.”
From this it would appear that some two to
three million all told, men, women and chil-
dren, Israelites and mixed company, began to
leave Egypt that night.

But not so, says A Catholic Bible Commen-
tary. “The 600,000 gebarim on foot are inter-
preted by some as the fighting men, which
implies an absurd total of about three millions.

So large a number of persons with their
cattle and belongings could scarcely cross the
Reed Sea by a ford in a single night. . . . The
number given therefore is doubtful and may
be due to a textual corruption.”

The Protestant Interpreter’'s Bible agrees
with this Catholic position: “It is plausible that
this impossible number rests on a numerical
interpretation of the Hebrew letters in the
phrase 'sons of Israel/ ... That the figure has
no basis in fact is clear from almost every
point of view. Such a large number could not
have lived in Egypt or survived in the desert.
Nor could they have found room in Canaan.”
—Vol. 1, page 925.

Of the same opinion is Jewish archaeologist
and scholar Nelson Glueck. According to him,
“the usual translation in Exodus [12:37] of the
number of Israelites who left Egypt as being
‘six hundred thousand’ simply does not make
sense if taken literally.”—New York Times
Magazine, September 25, 1960.

Agreeing with the foregoing religious au-
thorities are such secular ones as The Encyclo-
pedia Americana, which states, among other
things: “The Book of Numbers, where the cen-
sus of the tribes is recorded, may have ex-
aggerated the number of people involved—the
desert could not have supported such masses.”
—Vol. 10, page 641.

What about all these objections? Has there
been a mistranslation, or a corruption of the
text or an exaggeration? Was it impossible for
Egypt, for the desert, for the Promised Land
to hold so many persons? The answer to all
these questions must be an emphatic, No!
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The candor of Moses’' writing at once dis-
penses with the argument of there having been
an exaggeration. As for a mistranslation or
a corruption of the text at Exodus 12:37: If it
crept in there, then it must also have crept in
at Exodus 38:26, where the more exact figure
of 603,550 is given as the total of males of
twenty years and older that were registered
for service. Then it must also have crept in the
first chapter of the book of Numbers where
the numbers of the individual tribes are given,
for a like grand total. And further, then, at
Numbers 11:21, there was also a corruption or
mistranslation of the text, for there Moses, in
complaining to Jehovah about his people’s cry
for meat, speaks of them as 600,000 men on
foot.

That the numbers of the Israelites must
have truly been considerable is indicated by
their building the cities of Pithom and Raam-
ses; by Pharaoh’s saying, “The people of the
sons of Israel are more numerous and might-
ier than we are”; and by the fact that Pharaoh
mustered all his military force to retrieve the
Israelites.—Ex. 1:9-12; 14:6-9.

As to their numbers being able to cross the
Red Sea in one night, there is nothing in the
record to state how wide the passage was and
so it is merely a matter of its being wide
enough for all the Israelites to cross in one
night. As for supporting this great number in
the wilderness, do we not read that Jehovah
provided manna six days a week to feed the
Israelites and on two occasions large flocks of
quails?—Ex. 16:4-18; Num. 11:31, 32.

As to whether Egypt would have been able to
support and contain this number of Israelites
William Jenks states in his Bible Commentary:
“Many have supposed this increase incredible;
but that the soil of Goshen even at the present
day could support this number [has beenj
proved . . . What serious difficulty then is there,
that 3,000,000 should be supported on 8,000
sg. miles?” Today the Republic of Israel has
an area of some 8,000 square miles and a pop-
ulation of over two million. In years gone by
Israel occupied an area of more than 10,000
square miles, as some of its territory lay east
of the Jordan.

Also supporting the Scriptural position is the
footnote in the Soncino Bible at Exodus 12:37:
“There are no doubt difficulties in conceiving
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the departure at one time and in one place,
of such a large body of men; but the event has
its parallels in history. At the close of the 18th
century, 400,000 Tartars started in a single
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night from the confines of Russia towards the
Chinese borders.”

Yes, when taking into consideration all the
facts the Scripture record stands vindicated.

Psychoanalysis Was Wrong

¢ Following is an excerpt from a book pub-
lished in 1960, called “The Informed Heart:
Autonomy in a Mass Age,” by Vienna-born
psychoanalyst Dr. Bruno Bettelheim, who was
imprisoned in the Buchenwald and Dachau
Nazi concentration camps during 1938 and
1939 and who is now director of the Ortho-
genic School at the University of Chicago:
“Similar behaviour characterised another
group which, according to psychoanalytic
theory, would have had to be viewed as ex-
tremely neurotic or plainly delusional, and
therefore apt to fall apart, as persons, under
stress. | refer to the J. W’s [Jehovah's wit-
nesses], who not only showed unusual heights
of human dignity and moral behaviour, but
seemed protected against the same camp ex-
perience that soon destroyed persons consid-
ered very well integrated by my psychoana-
lytic friends and myself.”

“As conscientious objectors, all Jehovah’s
Witnesses were sent to the Camps. They were
even less affected by imprisonment, and kept

= Why does the New World Translation at
Proverbs 27:6 read: “The wounds inflicted by
a lover are faithful, but the kisses of a hater
are things to be entreated”? Various transla-
tions in various languages read that such Kiss-
es are profuse, lavish, false, deceitful, frequent,
plentiful, and so forth.— M. F., United States.

It is true that many other English transla-
tions, as well as translations in other lan-
guages, do not read the way the New World
Translation does in its main text at Proverbs

their integrity, thanks to rigid religious be-
liefs. Since their only crime in the eyes of the
Nazis was a refusal to bear arms, they were
frequently offered freedom in return for mili-
tary service. They steadfastly refused. Mem-
bers of this group were . . . exemplary com-
rades, helpful, correct, and dependable. They
were argumentative . . . only when someone
questioned their religious beliefs. Because of
their conscientious work habits they were
often selected as foremen. But once a fore-
man, and having accepted an order from the
5.5. they insisted that prisoners do the work
well and in the time allotted. Even though
they were the only group of prisoners who
never abused or mistreated other prisoners,
5.5. officers preferred them as orderlies be-
cause of their work habits, skills or unas-
suming attitudes. Quite in contrast to the
continuous warfare among the other prison-
ers groups, the Jehovah’s Witnesses never
misused their closeness to the S.S. officers to
gain positions of privilege in the camp.”

27:6 regarding the kisses of a hater. However,
the New World Translation of the Hebrew
Scriptures, Vol. 111 (1957 edition), does contain
a footnote to Proverbs 27:6, which reads: “By
corrections of the Hebrew text it may read:
‘are excessive,” or, ‘are corrupted.’”

Some translators thus have chosen to change
the Hebrew word involved. These translators
did not accept the original Hebrew word but
substituted a Hebrew participle that looked like
the original one and that they thought must
have been the original reading. For example,
the Lexicon for the Old Testament Books, by
L. Koehler and W. Baumgartner, suggests the
substitute word, ra'a’, in the niphal (reflexive)
form. The Hebrew word ralk%means to be bad,
worthless and hence deceitful.

Now the question is whether to use this sub-
stitute word in the main text of a translation
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of the Holy Scriptures or to keep the original.
The original Hebrew word in the Masoretic
text is the reflexive participle of the verb athar,
and, according to the aforementioned Lexicon,
the word means “be entreated.” The New World
Translation thus sticks to the original word
and renders it “be entreated.”

Another translation that basically sticks to
the original Hebrew word is The Soncino Books
of the Bible, which renders Proverbs 27:6 this
way: “Faithful are the wounds of a friend;
but the kisses of an enemy are importunate.”
The word “importunate,” of course, conveys the
thought of asking repeatedly or of entreating.
This same translation also has a footnote on
Proverbs 27:6, showing the problem with which
translators are faced: “Importunate. It is un-
certain what [the translator] intends by this
translation. A.V. has deceitful and R.V. profuse.

. Modern commentators emend the text to
obtain a more usual word meaning ‘deceptive’
as a contrast to faithful; but Eitan and Ehrlich
maintain that the Hebrew word has that sig-
nification [that is, importunate] on the analogy
of the [related] Arabic, although each connects
it with a different Arabic root.”

Here is an instance, then, where Bible trans-
lators, not appreciating what the writer meant,
changed the text so that it would read in a way
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that made sense to them. But the thought
seems to be that a lover will inflict a wound
upon one in a faithful way in order to do one
good. On the other hand, if one wants to have
a hater do one a nice, kind thing, he would have
to entreat him, because his hate does not nat-
urally incite him to bestow kisses upon the ob-
ject of his hatred. Instead, he wants to act
cruelly. So one has to importune or entreat a
hater to render one a kindness. One may even
have to entreat the indifferent person. In the
parable of the widow and the judge, Jesus
Christ told about a judge who did not fear God
or have any respect for man. It was only be-
cause the widow kept on entreating the judge
that he finally responded to her appeals and saw
that she got the relief to which she was en-
titled. (Luke 18:1-5) The judge did not have
his heart in it. Likewise even if a hater does
render a kindness to one, as a result of being
entreated, he may not have his heart in it or
behind it and may do it just to be relieved of
that one's entreaties. A person does not have
to entreat his hater to inflict a wound upon
him; but something nice like a Kiss, yes. But
the lover who inflicts faithful wounds does so
with love in his heart and without having to
be entreated.

NNOUNCEMENTS

FIELD MINISTRY

Manifesting their subjection to Jehovah God,
Jehovah's witnesses will continue to carry out
their ministry during August, offering to all
persons the Bible-study books “Let Your Name
Be Sanctified” and “Your Will Be Done on
Earth” with two booklets, on a contribution of
just $1.

NEW INSIGHT TO THE LORD'S PRAYER
One line from Jesus' model prayer, the
Lord's prayer, would fill a book. So packed
with meaning is each phrase that thousands
of words are needed to appreciate their full
significance. Do you know what Jesus meant

when he taught us to pray: “Let your name
be sanctified,” and, “Your will be done on
earth”? Two books have been written on just
these two lines from Jesus' prayer, bearing as
their titles these significant words. Send for
both books and repeat this inspiring prayer
with a new insight. Send now and receive free
two timely booklets. Both books, only $1.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
September 1: Religion and the Nuclear Age.
Page 457.
September 8: Surviving Through Faith. Page
464.



