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T H E  PURPOSE OF “T H E  W A T C H T O W E R ”
Literal towers in Bible times were elevated vantage points from  which 

watchmen could observe happenings, warn o f danger, or announce good 
news. O ur magazine figuratively occupies such a vantage point, for it is 
founded on the very pinnacle o f wisdom, God's W o rd . That elevates it 
above racial, national and political propagandas and prejudices, frees it from  
selfish bias. It is not bound by any traditional creed, but its message advanc­
es as the light on G od’s purposes and works increases. —  Habakkuk 2 :1 -3 .

It sees things Scripturally. W hen it observes this generation afflicted 
with greed, delinquency, hypocrisy, atheism, w ar, famine, pestilence, perplex- 
ity and fear, and persecution o f unpopular minorities, it does not parrot the 
old fable about history repeating itself. Informed by Bible prophecy, it sees in 
these things the sign o f the world’s time o f the end. But with bright hope it 
also sees opening up for us just beyond these woes the portals o f a new world.

Thus viewed, “The W atchtow er*' stands as a watchman atop a tow er, 
alert to what is going on, awake to note signs o f danger, faithful to point out 
the w ay o f escape. It announces Jehovah's kingdom established by Christ’s 
enthronement in heaven, feeds his kingdom joint-heirs with spiritual food, 
cheers men o f good w ill with glorious prospects o f eternal life in a paradise 
earth, comforts us with the resurrection promise for the dead.

It is not dogmatic, but has a confident ring in its voice, because it is based 
on G od's W o rd . It does not privately interpret prophecy, but calls attention 
to physical facts, sets them alongside prophecy, and you see for yourself how  
w ell the tw o match, how accurately Jehovah interprets his own prophecy. 
In the interests o f our salvation, it keeps sharp and faithful focus on Bible 
truth, and views religious news generally.

‘Be watchful in these perilous times,* God admonishes. So keep on the 
w atch by regularly reading “The W atchtow er".
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downgrade God’s name can be seen from 
its attitude toward the third of the Ten 

Commandments. By means of this 
commandment Jehovah God indicated 

the importance of his name and 
how seriously he viewed any dese­

cration  o f it. A c­
cording to the New 
W orld Translation 
it reads: “ You must 
n o t  t a k e  up t h e  
name o f  Jehovah 
y o u r  G o d  in  a 
worthless way, for 
Jehovah w ill not

GOD’S
NAME „

T HE Bible is the 
Word of God, 

the Creator. Logi­
cally it reveals to 
man not only the qualities and works 
of the Creator but also his name. This 
it does especially in the original 
Hebrew, where God’s name appears 
some 6,900 times in the form of a 
tetragram m aton or four-letter 
word, corresponding to YHWH in 
English. The most popular English 
translation of the tetragrammaton 
is “Jehovah.”

But modern Bible translators ap­
pear to go out of their way to downgrade 
that honorable, majestic and sacred name. 
Thus some ten years ago the committee 
that revised the American Standard Ver­
sion, bringing out the Revised Standard 
Version, entirely eliminated Jehovah’s 
name. Thereby they inferred that the emi­
nent Bible scholars who had produced the 
American Standard Version and who had 
strongly argued for restoring God’s name 
to its rightful place and who consistently 
used it wherever the Hebrew tetragram­
maton appeared were complete fools.

Now comes another Bible translation 
that also downgrades God’s name. Made 
by a committee of leading Jewish Bible 
scholars in the English-speaking world, it 
was featured on the front page of the New 
York Times, October 12, 1962. The way 
this committee betrays its inclination to

leave the one unpunished 
who takes up his name in a worthless way.” 
—Ex. 20:7.

Not so, say the Jewish scholars who just 
produced this new translation of the He­
brew Scriptures. According to them, “the 
[third] commandment could not be inter­
preted as an injunction against profanity, 
because in that sense, it lacked both suffi­
cient importance to be in the position it 
occupied as well as intent. A more accurate 
reading of the Hebrew,” they contend, “re­
veals the commandment to be concerned 
instead with perjury.” These have there­
fore rendered the Third Commandment: 
“You shall not swear falsely by the name 
of the Lord your God; for the Lord will 
not clear one who swears falsely by His 
name.” They do not name Jehovah here.

The Hebrew literally has the thought of 
not taking up God’s name for “vanity” or
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“ falsehood,” and so it does indeed forbid 
the use of God’s name for false oaths, even 
as noted by such Jewish Bible scholars as 
J. H. Hertz, editor of the Soncino edition. 
But it was by no means to be limited just 
to that. How can we be certain?

By the way the Ninth Commandment 
reads: “You must not testify falsely as a 
witness against your fellow man.” (Ex. 
20:16) Since the Israelites were accus­
tomed to swearing by God’s name, wheth­
er in court or on some other occasion, it 
follows that this commandment also for­
bade the false use of God’s name. (1 Ki. 
1:30; Matt. 26:63) If the Third Command­
ment were directed solely against swearing 
falsely by God’s name, why repeat it in the 
Ninth Commandment?

That Jehovah God meant not merely for 
the Jews not to perjure themselves by his 
name but also that they were not to use 
it in any vile, profane or disrespectful way, 
and that he considered it of such impor­
tance as to make it one of the Ten Com­
mandments and to list it after the first 
two, which forbade the worship of any 
other gods, is clear from an incident re­
corded by Moses at Leviticus 24:10-16, 23. 
In brief, it tells about the son of an Egyp­
tian and an Israelitess who abused “the 
Name,” calling down evil upon it or curs­
ing it, while engaged in a struggle with an 
Israelite. Note that it was simply known 
as the Name. It was considered that im­
portant. Not only that, but those who 
heard this blasphemy were so horrified 
that they at once brought him to Moses 
to be dealt with. Apparently this was the 
first time anyone had presumed to do this, 
for Moses was obliged to inquire of Jeho­
vah himself. And what was Jehovah’s ver­
dict? That this was nothing serious? Far 
from it! It was a capital offense! The rec­
ord goes on to say:

“Jehovah proceeded to speak to Moses, 
saying: ‘Bring forth the one who called

down evil to the outside of the camp; and 
all those who heard him must lay their 
hands upon his head, and the entire as­
sembly must pelt him with stones. And you 
should speak to the sons of Israel, saying, 
“In case any man calls down evil upon his 
God, he must then answer for his sin. So 
the abuser of Jehovah’s name should be 
put to death without fail. The entire as­
sembly should without fail pelt him with 
stones. The alien resident the same as the 
native should be put to death for his abus­
ing the Name.” ’ ”

Could anything be more explicit as to 
how seriously Jehovah viewed the abusing 
of his Name? No question that such a se­
rious offense should be forbidden in the 
Ten Commandments. The record shows 
that the sons of Israel carried out Jeho­
vah’s command.

No, the Third Commandment cannot be 
limited to forbidding perjury. It also ap­
plied to or forbade any use of God’s name 
in a profane way. This helps us to appre­
ciate how serious a matter is the taking 
of Jehovah’s name upon oneself in a worth­
less way, by being called one of his people, 
as were the Israelites of old and as are the 
modern witnesses of Jehovah, and then 
not living up to what one claims to be, 
one of Jehovah’s witnesses.

While Christians are not bound by the 
Decalogue itself, they are bound by its 
principles. Certainly if the names of world­
ly rulers, religious or political, are to be 
treated with respect, then the name of the 
Sovereign Ruler of the universe should be 
still more so. For Christians the Ten Com­
mandments are summed up in the two 
great commandments regarding love of 
God and love of neighbor. All who love 
Jehovah God with their whole heart, mind, 
soul and strength will give his name the 
respect and reverence due it and will not 
take it up in any worthless way.—Mark 
12:29-31.



f  A N Y  m en o f  C-/VJL note think the 
nations are heading for 
some kind of disaster. A prominent clergy­
man speaks of a “thermonuclear Arma­
geddon.” In the United States Congress a 
Senator from Vermont said on the Senate 
floor: “ In very truth the world seems to 
be mobilizing for the great battle of Ar­
mageddon. Now is a crisis in the agelong 
warfare between God and the Devil for the 
souls of men.” * And playwright Tennessee 
Williams sees the nations acting like crazy 
persons: “If people acted like nations they 
would all be put in straitjackets. . . .  I 
think Armageddon is really at hand this 
time.” f

Now, what is this Armageddon? Some 
view it as a third world war, the annihila­
tion of all life on earth, the result of folly 
by nuclear-armed nations. But is this what 
the Holy Bible speaks of by the word 
“ Armageddon” ?

If you turn to the Holy Bible, the book 
of Revelation, chapter sixteen, you will be 
able to read about the true significance of 
Armageddon. This prophetic vision is what 
the Lord Jesus Christ gave to his apostle 
John: “I saw three unclean inspired ex­
pressions that looked like frogs come out 
of the mouth of the dragon and out of the 
mouth of the wild beast and out of the

* March 9, 1954, Congressional Record, pp. 2726-2727. 
t Springfield (Massachusetts) Daily News, December 

29, 1958.

Can if be avoided?

What does the Bible disclose?

mouth of the false prophet. They are, in 
fact, expressions inspired by demons and 
perform signs, and they go forth to the 
kings of the entire inhabited earth, to 
gather them together to the war of the 
great day of God the Almighty. And they 
gathered them together to the place that 
is called in Hebrew Har-Magedon [or Ar­
mageddon].”—Rev. 16:13, 14, 16.

Observe, please, that in this inspired 
prophecy it is clear that the nations are 
being gathered to the place called Arma­
geddon, also that this place of battle is 
linked with no mere human war but a 
universal war—“the war of the great day 
of God the Almighty.” Since battles often 
take their name from the place where they 
are fought, this war of the great day of 
God the Almighty is also referred to as the 
battle of Armageddon. Now, what is it 
that drives the nations to a suicidal march 
to Armageddon?

“ EXPRESSIONS IN SPIR E D  B Y  DEMONS”

God’s Word shows that three unclean 
inspired expressions are misleading the na­
tions and that they are froglike in appear­
ance. Since frogs were classed by God as 
unclean food for his people of ancient 
times, the froglike appearance denotes how 
unclean these expressions are in the Al­
mighty’s eyes. They are unclean because 
they are of demonic origin and because 
they come forth (1) out of the mouth of
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the dragon, (2) out of the mouth of the 
wild beast and (3) out of the mouth of the 
false prophet.

The dragon, mentioned first as a source 
of these unclean expressions, is none other 
than “the original serpent, the one called 
Devil and Satan,” the one “misleading the 
entire inhabited earth.”—Rev. 12:7-9.

These unclean expressions also come 
forth from the mouth of the wild beast. 
What does the wild beast represent? Reve­
lation 13:1, 2 speaks of “a wild beast as­
cending out of the sea, with ten horns and 
seven heads,” and which receives its power 
from the dragon. Just as certain wild 
beasts are used by the prophet Daniel to 
represent world powers, so it is in Revela­
tion. This wild beast, then, is Satan’s vis­
ible organization, made up of all the na­
tions of the world, and it rises up out of 
the sea of humanity estranged from Al­
mighty God, the “sea” the Bible speaks of 
as “peoples and crowds and nations and 
tongues.”—Rev. 17:15; Dan. 7:1-8.

Finally, froglike expressions or demonic 
propaganda come from the mouth of the 
“false prophet.” This is not an individual 
man. How do we know? By comparing 
chapter 16 of Revelation with chapters 13 
and 19, it is clearly evident that the false 
prophet is an outstanding governmental 
system that takes upon itself the role of 
a prophet. What world power does it rep­
resent? Well, what world power system 
took the lead in advocating and forming 
the League of Nations and later the United 
Nations and predicted great Messianic 
things for such organizations? When the 
League of Nations failed to bring peace 
and prevent World War II, what world 
power system proved to be a false prophet? 
What world power system is made up of 
two parts, to harmonize with the two horns 
of the wild beast of Revelation 13:11-15 
and which is identified at Revelation 19: 
20 as the “false prophet” ? It is the dual

B r o o k l y n , N. Y.
world power of Britain and America, the 
power system that took the lead in set­
ting up and predicting great things for 
the world peace organization, directing 
people to a man-made organization to ful­
fill their hope for peace rather than to 
God’s kingdom.

W H Y  ARM AGEDD ON CANNOT B E  A V O ID E D

Out of the mouth of the dragon, the 
wild beast and false prophet spews demon­
ic propaganda. It turns the confidence of 
the people away from God and teaches 
them to trust in men and in human gov­
ernments that are under Satan’s control. 
(Matt. 4:8, 9; 1 John 5:19) It entices men 
into a way of life that is out of harmony 
with the righteous kingdom of God. Re­
lentlessly, the nations are thus being gath­
ered in opposition to God, to the battle­
field of Armageddon.

Another reason, yes, the basic reason, 
why Armageddon cannot be avoided is 
that the great issue between Jehovah God 
and Satan the Devil must be settled. It 
is not mere global domination but uni­
versal domination; hence the issue of uni­
versal sovereignty must be decided. Al­
mighty God settles this issue by fighting 
the battle of Armageddon, “the war of the 
great day of God the Almighty.” It will be 
a great day for “Jehovah of armies,” the 
great God whose heavenly armies under 
the command of Jesus Christ will come off 
victorious, utterly destroying the wicked 
nations of this world and putting to death 
the Devil and his demons.—Jas. 5:4; Dan. 
2:44.

O BJECT OF A T T A C K

But how can all nations head for one 
battlefield, and what is the object of their 
united attack? The word “Armageddon” 
draws some of its meaning from the name 
Megiddo, a battlefield site in Palestine 
where decisive battles were fought by God 
on behalf of his people. But the battlefield
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of Armageddon is not a literal place; it is 
a symbolic battlefield. The demons, by 
their devilish propaganda, prod the na­
tions to march there to fight against God’s 
kingdom. But how can the demons goad na­
tions to attack a government that is heav­
enly? Certainly the rulers are not so im­
practical as to be driven to an unoccupied 
battlefield or to fight against something 
intangible.

So, then, the nations march to Arma­
geddon to fight something visibly tangible 
that represents God’s heavenly kingdom. 
Well, then, what could represent that king­
dom, the kingdom concerning which Jesus 
Christ foretold for our day: “This good 
news of the kingdom will be preached in 
all the inhabited earth for a witness to all 
the nations; and then the end will come” ? 
Why, the preachers of that kingdom! They 
represent the Kingdom by preaching it, 
by advocating it, by giving it their alle­
giance.—Matt. 24:14.

Hence there is a deeper significance in 
the word Armageddon or Har-Magedon, 
which means “Mount of the assembly of 
troops.” Since Megiddo was in the land of 
God’s people of ancient time, in this “ time 
of the end” Armageddon represents the 
people who are assembled to preach the 
good news of God’s established kingdom 
and engaged in a spiritual warfare against 
demons, to get this Kingdom preaching 
done. So the battle is fought in defense of 
God’s people, the representatives of the 
heavenly kingdom by Jesus Christ. It is 
this attack upon God’s Kingdom witnesses 
that provokes Armageddon and that re­
sults in a smashing defeat for all the na­
tions of the earth.—Eph. 6:12.

Why should the nations attack these 
Kingdom preachers? Because the demons 
misleading the nations are anti-Kingdom; 
and the nations, under their superhuman 
rulers, are determined to stop once and 
for all the worldwide preaching of God’s
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kingdom as the hope for the world. The 
rulers do not want their citizens or sub­
jects giving loyalty and allegiance to God’s 
heavenly kingdom. So the Kingdom preach­
ing and the Kingdom witnesses must go! 
To war, then; but as the nations launch 
their united attack against the unarmed 
witnesses of Jehovah and his kingdom they 
provoke Jehovah of armies to fight for his 
people. The nations ask for it, and Jeho­
vah gives it to them—destruction! Put to 
the sword, the nations are slaughtered by 
the heavenly armies under the command 
of the King Jesus Christ: “The armies that 
were in heaven were following him on 
white horses, and they were clothed in 
white, clean, fine linen. And out of his 
mouth there protrudes a sharp long sword, 
that he may strike the nations with it, and 
he will shepherd them with a rod of iron.” 
—Rev. 19:14, 15.

It is to this destruction that the nations 
are headed, prodded by the demonic propa­
ganda that turns people against God’s 
kingdom. Not only the nations are headed 
for an Armageddon defeat but so also are 
the demons and their ruler, Satan the Dev­
il.—Rev. 20:1-3.

Since no worldly nation is free from de­
mon influence today, every person is being 
forced to a decision, the consequences of 
which will be either life or death, survival 
or destruction. All who long for survival 
into God’s new world must turn a deaf ear 
to unclean, demon-inspired expressions. 
Test all expressions; if they do not declare 
Jehovah as Universal Sovereign and his 
kingdom as the hope of the world, then you 
can be certain they hopped out of the 
mouth of the dragon and his visible or­
ganizations. Do not be misled with the na­
tions to suffer defeat at Armageddon. 
Make your decision for God’s kingdom, 
that you may be spared alive through the 
coming universal conflict, “ the war of the 
great day of God the Almighty.”

fflkWATCHTOWER.
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"Worthy ofi the

T HE Bible reveals 
what is God’s will 

fo r  his creatures. By 
studying it one who was 
previously without ex­
perience or understand­
ing can become wise; it 
provides a guide to a 
clean way of life, which 
brings a good conscience 
and r e j o i c i n g  to the 
heart. That is why the information 
found in the Bible concerning the 
laws, commandments and principles 
of Jehovah is something more to be 
desired than all the material riches 
in the world. “The law of Jehovah is per­
fect, bringing back the soul. The reminder 
of Jehovah is trustworthy, making the in­
experienced one wise. The orders from Je­
hovah are upright, causing the heart to 
rejoice; the commandment of Jehovah is 
clean, making the eyes shine. The fear of 
Jehovah is pure, standing forever. The ju­
dicial decisions of Jehovah are true; they 
have proved altogether righteous. They 
are more to be desired than gold, yes, than 
much refined gold; and sweeter than honey 
and the flowing honey of the combs. Also, 
your own servant has been warned by

them; in the keep­
ing of them there 
is a large reward.” 
—Ps. 19:7-11.

2 It can there­
fore be seen that 
in order fo r  our 
c o n d u c t  to  be 
“ worthy of the 
go o d  new s”  we 
need as a founda­
tion an accurate
1. Of what outstanding 
value is the Bible to us?
2. How does an accurate 
knowledge of the Bible 
guide us in conduct that 
is “worthy of the good 
news” ?

knowledge of God’s Word the Bible and a 
sincere appreciation for the information it 
contains, along with a wholesome fear of 
Jehovah. With this proper foundation we 
will have the proper view of right and 
wrong. It will help us avoid the mistake 
of cultivating self-righteousness to be seen 
of men. Of such ones the apostle Paul 
wrote, at Romans 10:3: “Because of not 
knowing the righteousness of God but 
seeking to establish their own, they did 
not subject themselves to the righteous­
ness of God.” The sincere worshiper of 
God does not want to be like the Pharisees 
in Jesus’ day, to whom Jesus said: “You 
. . . , outwardly indeed, appear righteous 
to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy 
and lawlessness.” (Matt. 23:28) Rather, by 
a sincere and diligent study of God’s Word 
the servant of God learns to ‘abhor what is 
wicked and cling to what is good.’— Rom. 
12:9.

3 Conduct “worthy of the good news” is 
based on the same two great command­
ments that were the basis for God’s deal­
ings with the Israelites, namely, ‘to love 
God with all one’s heart, soul, strength 
and mind and to love one’s neighbor as
3, 4. (a) On what two great commands is right conduct 
based? (b) The rules and commands of God affect what 
relationships, and what relationship is the most impor­
tant?
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oneself.’ So, with these two commands in 
mind, let us examine some of the basic 
requirements for righteousness as set 
forth in the Bible by our Creator and heav­
enly Father. As we do so, we shall see that 
the rules or commands of God affect dif­
ferent parts of our lives and our relation­
ship with others: our relationship with 
God, with our families and with our fellow- 
men. And as we consider these commands 
of God, it is not just blind obedience that 
is required but, rather, seeking with ‘our 
whole mind and heart’ to understand and 
appreciate why God tells us to do this or 
that, or not to do a certain thing, so that 
we may serve him with understanding. 
—Phil. 1:9; Matt. 22:37.

4 As we have seen, our relationship with 
God is of vital importance. Our worship of 
him must be clean and pure and undivided. 
It calls for firm faith in his Word, fearing 
him alone as God, giving him exclusive 
devotion.

5 For us to give this kind of worship 
to Jehovah and thus come into a proper 
relationship with him we must put out 
of our lives any false practice of worship 
that is based on wrong teaching, on pa­
ganism or on superstition. Because of 
superstition some find it difficult to break 
away from hurtful fears. A common fear 
that is manifest in many lands is fear of 
the “spirits” of the dead, or fear of those 
(sometimes called “witches” ) who claim 
supernatural powers. To protect themselves 
against such, superstitious people wear 
charms around the neck or arm or other 
parts of the body, these charms being 
made of different substances, such as, for 
example, the bones of a dead child, with 
the thought that the spirit of the child 
would provide protection. Likewise elabo­
rate funeral practices are followed in or-
5. (a) What things must one put away from his life 
if he is to be a true worshiper of God? (b) If a 
professing Christian were to follow superstitious prac­
tices, what would this show?
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der to appease the “spirit of the departed 
one.” All-night “wakes” are held following 
a death, with paid mourners making much 
noise so that the “spirit” of the dead will 
not feel he is forgotten or dishonored, and 
return and bring some evil on the family. 
All such ideas are based on the false doc­
trine that the soul of man is immortal and 
continues living after death. The Bible 
makes it plain that this is not so. (See 
Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10; Psalm 146:3, 4.) To 
follow such practices shows a lack of faith 
and understanding if it is done by a pro­
fessing Christian, and it would demon­
strate that he did not appreciate his prop­
er relationship to Jehovah. True worship 
requires not only a knowledge of what the 
Bible says but also faith in it and backing 
up that faith by actions in harmony with 
God’s Word. While it is natural to feel gen­
uine sorrow at losing a loved one in death, 
the Christian avoids any hypocritical out­
ward show of sorrow for the sole purpose 
of satisfying pagan customs or traditions. 
—Jas. 1:22-25.

6 It is true that there are evil spirits, but 
these are not the spirits of humans who 
died some time in the past. In fact, they 
were once angelic sons of God who rebelled 
with Satan and are now known as demons 
or wicked spirits. (Jas. 2:19; Rev. 16:14; 
Eph. 6:12) But the true Christian is pro­
vided with proper armor to defend him­
self against the machinations of these evil 
ones. Those who stand firm in the truth 
of God’s Word, who are active in proclaim­
ing “the good news of peace,” who have 
their faith strong like a large shield and 
put their hope and trust in Jehovah for 
salvation, are assured of protection from 
any attacks of these wicked ones. (Eph. 
6:14-18) The Christian would never, there­
fore, resort to demonism or witchcraft for 
protection or for healing purposes. The
6. Who are the “evil spirits,” and how do Christians 
protect themselves against them?
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dedicated Christian is commanded by God 
to put faith in Him.

R E SPE C T FO R  G O D ’S L A W  ON BLOOD

T This does not mean that, when a Chris­
tian gets physically sick, he foolishly re­
jects proper medical help. He does not self­
ishly expect God to perform a miracle of 
healing on his behalf. Rather, the Chris­
tian uses good sense in taking reasonable 
and proper care of his body, and, if he falls 
sick, he accepts with gratefulness any med­
ical help that can aid him. But he does not 
resort to “faith healing,” since miraculous 
healing and other such gifts that were 
present in the early congregation in the 
time of the apostles have long since passed 
away. (1 Cor. 13:8) Nor does he resort to 
witchcraft. At the same time he is also 
alert to see that the kind of medical treat­
ment he receives does not violate God’s 
law regarding blood. The divine law con­
cerning blood applies to Christians today 
just as it did to the nation of Israel. 
Though the law covenant with Israel is no 
longer in force, God’s law prohibiting the 
taking of blood into the human body still 
applies. This is because it was originally 
given to the common forefather of man­
kind, Noah, just after he came out of the 
ark after the global flood. On that occasion 
God plainly stated to Noah: “ Only flesh 
with its soul—its blood—you must not 
eat.”— Gen. 9:3-6.

8 The prohibition on the use of blood was 
made very clear to the Christian congre­
gation at a special meeting of the apostles 
and older brothers at Jerusalem some 
years after the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. The inspired decision was: 
“The holy spirit and we ourselves have
7. (a) What can a Christian do when he gets sick, but 
what does he not do? (b) Why does God’s law on the 
prohibition on the use of blood still apply to us today?
8. How was this prohibition on the use of blood made 
clear at a special meeting of the apostles and older 
brothers in Jerusalem?
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favored adding no further burden to you, 
except these necessary things, to keep 
yourselves free from things sacrificed to 
idols and from blood and from things stran­
gled and from fornication. If you care­
fully keep yourselves from these things, 
you will prosper. Good health to you!” 
(Acts 15:28, 29) You will note that keep­
ing free from blood was considered just as 
necessary as keeping free from fornication.

9 It is clear, then, that true Christians 
are required to show respect for the sanc­
tity of blood, because it represents life. 
(Lev. 17:11) Jehovah’s witnesses show 
this respect by being careful to avoid any 
violation of this law. The law on blood 
applies to any kind of blood, animal or hu­
man. A Christian is under obligation not 
to eat anything “strangled,” because it has 
not been bled. The principle on this matter 
is stated at Leviticus 17:13: “As for any 
man . . . who in hunting catches a wild 
beast or a fowl that may be eaten, he must 
in that case pour its blood out and cover 
it with dust.” For the same reason an ani­
mal that is found dead as a result of being 
caught in a trap or being torn by another 
animal would not be fit for food for a 
Christian, since it had not been bled at the 
time of death. Likewise, when one buys 
meat, either in a market or from a hunter, 
the Christian should be satisfied that the 
animal was properly bled so that he does 
not risk a violation of this law of God. 
While in most lands licensed slaughter­
houses and butchers do bleed meat and so 
it is generally safe to eat, this is not al­
ways so and especially when we are buying 
from an individual hunter. Also, the Chris­
tian would not eat sauces in which blood 
has been mixed. Of course, a little blood 
remains in the meat itself even though an 
animal has been bled; this cannot be avoid­
ed. It is the blood that is flowing through
9. How do Christians show respect for the sanctity of 
blood in connection with eating meat?
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the veins that must be drained off in order 
to meet the requirements of God’s law.

10 A very common practice in hospitals 
throughout the world today is that of giv­
ing blood transfusions in cases where the 
patient has lost much blood due to an ac­
cident or operation, or is said to require 
blood to build up strength. In harmony 
with the scriptures quoted above, Jeho­
vah’s witnesses recognize that to take blood 
into the body in this way would likewise be 
a violation of God’s law. It is quite clearly 
stated by the apostles: “Keep yourselves 
free from . . . blood.” This refusal by Je­
hovah’s witnesses to take blood into their 
bodies by medical transfusion is not be­
cause of foolish stubbornness, but because 
they respect God’s law; they respect His 
decision on how blood may be used, since 
blood represents life, which is a gift from 
God. At the same time Jehovah’s witnesses 
will accept any other medical treatment 
that does not violate God’s law, such as 
transfusions of salt solution or other prep­
arations instead of blood.

11 Everyone wants to live, and it is nat­
ural to seek any remedy to prolong life or 
the lives of those one loves. However, a 
dedicated Christian will not seek to save 
his life in a way that would violate God’s 
law. He appreciates that his everlasting 
life is at stake. He bears in mind the words 
of Jesus when he said: “He that finds his 
soul will lose it, and he that loses his soul 
for my sake will find it.” (Matt. 10:39) 
It takes faith to stick to God’s law at such 
times, but by doing so the Christian shows 
he really is obeying the first great com­
mandment, to love Jehovah with all his 
heart, soul, strength and mind. He appre­
ciates that it is his dedicated relationship 
to Jehovah that he must guard at all costs.
10. Why do Jehovah’s witnesses refuse medical blood 
transfusions?
11. What principle stated by Jesus at Matthew 10:39 
applies in such circumstances?

75
H O N ORABLE CONDUCT IN M ARRIAG E

12 Man was not meant to live alone. It 
was Jehovah’s purpose for the earth to be 
filled with human creatures, and he ar­
ranged for this to come about by men and 
women coming together in marriage and 
building up families. For that reason he 
created the two sexes, “male and female,” 
and to the first pair God gave the com­
mand: “Be fruitful and become many and 
fill the earth.” Since Jehovah God is the 
one who created the different sexes along 
with their organs of reproduction, he has 
the right to decide on what is proper con­
duct between man and woman. Rightly, 
marriage should be treated with honor and 
respect.—Gen. 1:27, 28.

13 Right from the beginning God made 
clear certain principles concerning this re­
lationship. The privilege of sexual relation­
ship between man and woman was to be 
permitted only in the marriage state. So 
it was that after God created the first 
woman he brought her to the man and 
gave her to him as his wife. (Gen. 2:21-24) 
Although Jehovah later permitted polyga­
my in the nation of Israel, that was not the 
way God established the pattern in Eden, 
and he does not now permit this for Chris­
tians. Through Christ Jesus he restored the 
basic principle of marriage, that man 
should have but one wife. This principle 
was clearly understood by the early con­
gregation, and so we find the requirement 
for an overseer in the congregation, as re­
corded at 1 Timothy, chapter 3, verse 2, 
that he should be a “husband of one wife.”

14 In lands where the custom is for men 
to have more than one wife this Bible 
principle may present a difficulty to some.
12. (a) Why has Jehovah the right to decide what is 
proper conduct between the sexes? (b) How, then, 
should marriage be treated?
13. (a) Who only may properly enjoy sexual relations? 
(b) Is polygamy permitted for Christians, or what is 
the standard for them?
14. What decision must be made by a polygamist before 
he can be accepted as a dedicated associate in the New 
World society?
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A man may have more than one wife, but 
he hears the “good news,” appreciates it, 
and wishes to associate with the New 
World society of Jehovah’s witnesses. But 
his marriage state does not agree with the 
principles set out in the Bible for Chris­
tians; so what is he to do? Yes, the “good 
news” in this respect is a challenge to him. 
It will mean a big change in his life, put­
ting away all his secondary wives, keeping 
only the one wife whom he is Scripturally 
permitted to have. This is a decision that 
he must make for himself, but he must 
make it if he is to be accepted as a dedi­
cated servant of Jehovah in association 
with God’s people.

15 The marriage of a man and woman, 
giving them the right to enjoy the sexual 
relationship together, was meant to be a 
binding tie, not one to be broken for any 
reason at all. After speaking of the first 
marriage in the garden of Eden, Jesus 
went on to say: “Therefore, what God 
has yoked together let no man put apart.” 
(Matt. 19:6) By these words Jesus showed 
the seriousness of marriage for the Chris­
tian, that it was not something to be treat­
ed lightly. Anything, then, that would 
violate the divine marriage arrangement 
would be unrighteous, hence disobedient 
and displeasing to man’s Creator, Jehovah. 
Since the sexual relationship is to be en­
joyed only in the marriage state, the man 
with his lawful wife and the woman with 
her lawful husband, fornication is forbid­
den. So it would be improper and in vio­
lation of God’s commands for any unmar­
ried man to have sexual relations with any 
woman, married or unmarried. Likewise, 
it would be wrong for an unmarried woman 
to have sexual relations with any man. 
This would rule out any “trial marriage” 
that is practiced in some countries, a young

15. (a) How should the marriage bond be viewed? 
(b) What can be said about fornication and “trial 
marriage” ? (c) What should first be done in order for 
a couple to enter into an honorable marriage?
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couple living together just to see whether 
they are suitable, but without entering in­
to a permanent and binding marriage. To 
the contrary, it is necessary for there to 
be a proper marriage recognized by both 
the man and the woman as binding and 
permanent, with the marriage properly 
registered as a testimony to their honor­
able intentions, before entering into the 
marriage privilege of sexual relationship. 
Even though this may sometimes take a 
few months to arrange, yet the young man 
and woman preparing for marriage should 
keep morally clean by refraining from sex­
ual intercourse until the marriage is regis­
tered. By doing this they show proper re­
spect for the divine marriage provision, 
treating it as something honorable.

16 After marriage is entered into, the 
couple must continue to show respect for 
the marriage arrangement. The Bible 
states concerning Christian marriage: 
“Let marriage be honorable among all, and 
the marriage bed be without defilement, 
for God will judge fornicators and adul­
terers.” (Heb. 13:4) Having in mind that 
Jehovah is the judge and that all our ac­
tions are open before him will help the 
married man and woman to avoid any un­
faithfulness to their marriage partner. Al­
so, their love for each other strengthens 
their loyalty to each other and helps avoid 
unfaithfulness. “ In this way husbands 
ought to be loving their wives as their own 
bodies. He who loves his wife loves him­
self, for no man ever hated his own flesh; 
but he feeds and cherishes it, as the Christ 
also does the congregation, because we are 
members of his body. ‘For this reason a 
man will leave his father and his mother 
and he will stick to his wife, and the two 
will become one flesh.’ ” Certainly the hus­
band would not be loving his wife if he 
committed adultery with another woman.
16, 17. How should a married couple show respect for 
the marriage arrangement, and what quality will help 
them to do so?
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Nor would he be loving the other woman, 
since he would be causing her to sin also 
and to come under judgment from God. 
—Eph. 5:28-31.

17 The man and woman were meant to 
“stick” to each other. That means to con­
tinue firmly united, both with the desire 
to make the marriage last. How can this 
be? Only if the quality of love is present. 
In many marriages this quality is often 
lacking. In some lands there is little or no 
companionship between the man and wom­
an in marriage; they do not share their 
thoughts nor spend time in each other’s 
company, not even eating their meals to­
gether. Often the woman is looked upon 
more as a servant in the house than as a 
companion and partner in the marriage 
contract.

18 What, then, should be the attitude of 
the Christian man toward his wife? This 
is well illustrated at Ephesians 5:25 and 
28, which reads: “Husbands, continue lov­
ing your wives, just as the Christ also 
loved the congregation and delivered up 
himself for it. In this way husbands ought 
to be loving their wives as their own bod­
ies.” Jesus was long-suffering, patient and 
kind to his Christian brothers in the con­
gregation. He was happy to be with them 
and to talk with them about the wonderful 
things of God’s kingdom. Besides declaring 
the “good news” to the general public in 
Palestine he spent many hours with his 
faithful disciples explaining the truth to 
them. He showed the deep quality of his 
love in finally giving up his earthly life as 
a sacrifice in order that the congregation 
might be saved to eternal life. This is the 
kind of love a husband should have for 
his wife. He learns to enjoy her companion­
ship. Because he wants her to gain eternal 
life, he gladly seeks opportunities to dis­
cuss with her the wonderful hope of life
18. (a) What example did Jesus set for Christian hus­
bands? (b) In what practical ways does a husband show 
love for his wife?

in a new world that he has learned by 
means of the “good news.” Even if both 
husband and wife have accepted the “good 
news,” they would continue to speak to­
gether of those things to build each other 
up in faith.

19 It is true that a husband has a duty 
and obligation of caring for his wife and 
children in a material way. The Bible plain­
ly states: “Certainly if anyone does not 
provide for those who are his own, and es­
pecially for those who are members of his 
household, he has disowned the faith and 
is worse than a person without faith.” 
(1 Tim. 5:8) But in addition to caring 
physically he must care even more for the 
spiritual needs of his family, just as Christ 
cared for the congregation.

20 Do you have children? If so, what kind 
of preparation are you making for their 
future? A good education in the world so 
that they might improve their economic 
and social position? These are not the all- 
important things. Appreciating that mar­
riage is from Jehovah, and that the fruit 
of marriage, children, is also a gift of Je­
hovah, parents who love Jehovah will want 
their children to grow up to serve Him. 
(Ps. 127:3) For this reason, Christian par­
ents will train their children from an early 
age in wholesome conduct, in study of the 
Bible and in declaring the “good news” to 
others, all to God’s glory. “And you, fa­
thers, do not be irritating your children, 
but go on bringing them up in the disci­
pline and authoritative advice of Jehovah.” 
If this command is followed, the children 
will grow up strong spiritually and be able 
to resist the temptations of the world, and 
their faith and right works will be a glory 
to their parents as well as to Jehovah. 
—Eph. 6:4.
19. In what two ways is a Christian man under obliga­
tion to provide for his family?
20. What kind of preparation will Christian parents 
make for their children, and in what will this result?
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21 In all these things the wife will give 

loving support to her husband and head. 
The wife best shows her love for her hus­
band in the way she cooperates with him, 
humbly accepting Jehovah’s arrangement 
that “ the head of a woman is the man.” 
(1 Cor. 11:3) By sharing together as com­
panions in a study of the Bible, in attend­
ing meetings with God’s people, in pro­
claiming the “good news” to others and in 
all other activities in the home, the family, 
husband, wife and children, will grow to­
gether in love and in joy. Appreciation for 
the “good news of [God’s] kingdom” will 
move each sincere person to work toward 
having his own family life in harmony 
with these fine Bible principles.

22 But what can be done where the mar­
riage is not a happy one, where there are 
disagreements over religion or over other 
matters? Are there any grounds upon 
which such a marriage might be ended by 
divorce, allowing the man or woman to 
marry another partner with whom they 
feel they could get along better? The Bible 
does not permit divorce just for any rea­
son. While the law of the land may permit 
a divorce just because a husband and wife 
do not get along together and want to be 
free to marry somebody else, the Bible 
states only one reason allowing for a di­
vorce that really brings the marriage to an 
end, namely, adultery. Jesus made this 
clear when he said: “I say to you that who­
ever divorces his wife, except on the 
ground of fornication [that is, adultery], 
and marries another commits adultery.” 
(Matt. 19:9) By the act of adultery the 
unfaithful mate really becomes one flesh 
with someone other than his lawful mar­
riage partner. Of course, the faithful part-
21. How does the Christian wife best show her love for 
her husband?
22. (a) On what ground only does the Bible allow for 
divorce that really ends the marriage? (b) In view of 
the seriousness of marriage, what wise counsel is to be 
followed in selecting a mate?
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ner may choose to forgive this act and con­
tinue to live with his mate, but if he 
chooses to divorce because of the adultery 
of his mate, then he will be free to mar­
ry some other person, since the marriage 
contract is thus Scripturally as well as 
legally broken. In view of the need for 
understanding and love to make a mar­
riage last, the dedicated Christian heeds 
the wise counsel of the Scriptures to marry 
“only in the Lord,” that is, to marry one 
who is, like him, a dedicated Christian. 
—1 Cor. 7:39.

23 Where the home is divided on matters 
such as religion, the Christian mate who 
recognizes the seriousness of marriage will 
do all that he can to try to heal the differ­
ences that exist in the home. He will not 
seek to leave his unbelieving mate, but, 
rather, through patience and kindness, 
work for the salvation of his mate if at all 
possible.—1 Cor. 7:10-16.

24 Conduct “worthy of the good news” 
then means more than just talking about 
it to others and making a profession of 
serving God. It must be conduct that comes 
from putting on the ‘new personality,’ 
which is expressed at all times and certain­
ly within the family circle—the husband 
toward his wife, the wife toward her hus­
band, the parents toward the children and 
the children toward their parents. If your 
family life, because of custom or for some 
other reason, falls short of these Bible re­
quirements, then certainly your hearing 
this fine counsel from the Bible presents 
you with a challenge. Will you make the 
needed change? If you do, you can be as­
sured of a rich blessing from Jehovah, the 
Originator of marriage, and the One who 
will grant eternal life in a new world to all 
obedient families of mankind.
23. Where there is division in the home, what will the 
Christian mate strive to do?
24. How may the “good news” present a challenge to 
the family circle, and to what will answering this chal­
lenge in the right way lead?
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CONDUCT “worthy of the good news” 

is not limited to just inside our home, 
within the family circle, but extends to 
everything we do, at all times and in re­
lationship with all persons. 1 Peter 2:12 
instructs us: “Maintain your conduct fine 
among the nations, that, in the thing in 
which they are speaking against you as 
evildoers, they may as a result of your 
fine works of which they are eyewitnesses 
glorify God in the day for his inspection.” 
This shows us why our conduct is impor­
tant. It is because men of the nations, by 
seeing our fine works, may be led to glo­
rify God. They come to see the difference 
between the conduct of dedicated Chris­
tians and the conduct of the world. They 
wonder why this is so, and when they look 
into the matter they find it is because 
these ones have become dedicated wit­
nesses of Jehovah, living with a sure hope 
of life in a new world. They see that the 
conduct of these servants of Jehovah is 
not out of a hypocritical desire to please 
men and get honor from men, but they are 
doing things “whole-souled as to Jehovah.” 
(Col. 3:23, 24) Such fine works are really 

an expression of love for Jehovah and love 
for neighbor.

2 Jesus said we must ‘love our neighbors 
as ourselves.’ Since we seek what is good 
for ourselves, seeing that we have enough
1. Why is a Christian’s maintaining proper conduct 
among the nations so important?
2. In what two principal ways does a Christian show 
love of neighbor?

to eat, a place to live, and 
taking hold of the grand 
hope of everlasting life 
for ourselves in the new 
world, we want to do the 
same for our neighbor. 
The Christian’s nearest 
“neighbors” are his fel­
low witnesses in the New 
World society and, of 
course, those of his own 
family,  but he is also 

under orders to seek the good of all men 
as he has opportunity. Preaching the 
good news is certainly an expression of 
love for neighbor, but a Christian also 
shows love of neighbor by backing up his 
preaching with a fine example in his per­
sonal conduct. If he just preached and then, 
in his personal life, did not live up to what 
he preached, he would be a hypocrite, and 
this could stumble others, causing them to 
turn away from the Kingdom message; 
and that would not be an expression of 
love, would it? Hence, the need for con­
duct “worthy of the good news.” “See that 
no one renders injury for injury to anyone 
else, but always pursue what is good toward 
one another and to all others. Make sure 
of all things; hold fast to what is fine. Ab­
stain from every form of wickedness.” 
—1 Thess. 5:15,21,22.

3 In his personal dealings with his neigh­
bors, or at home, in the Christian congre­
gation, at his place of employment, wher­
ever he is and under whatever circum­
stances he may find himself, the dedicated 
servant of Jehovah must always strive to 
conduct himself in harmony with the Bible, 
abstaining “ from every form of wicked­
ness,” if he wants to have Jehovah’s con­
tinued blessing and be counted along with 
God’s people for life in the new world.
3. Under what circumstances and why must the ser­
vant of Jehovah “abstain from every form of wicked­
ness’ ’ ?
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H O N E STY  A N D  TRU TH FU LN ESS

4 Honesty or truthfulness in dealing with 
others is an essential requirement. In this 
old world honesty and truthfulness are 
sadly lacking. Because of this people no 
longer trust one another. They are con­
stantly on guard, cautious in their business 
dealings, expecting others to trick them. 
Many people tell a lie as easy as they tell 
the truth, without feeling any shame. This 
world or “system of things” is under the 
control of “ the god of this system of 
things,” Satan the Devil, whose ‘spirit now 
operates in the sons of disobedience.’ Sa­
tan is “a liar and the father of the lie.” So 
lying and other forms of dishonesty are 
products of Satan, and liars are really 
showing themselves to be “sons of disobe­
dience.” We can understand, then, why 
God’s Word lists unrepentant “liars” along 
with “murderers and fornicators and those 
practicing spiritism” as being worthy of 
eternal destruction.—2 Cor. 4:4; Eph. 2: 
2; John 8:44; Rev. 21:8.

“ The telling of lies or practicing dis­
honesty brings hurt to others. A lie is the 
opposite of what is true. Lies are told by 
people who wish to hide the truth for some 
reason—their wish to keep some wrong 
act from being found out, and thus to es­
cape punishment or reproof, being one of 
the most common reasons. Some persons 
lie in order to deceive for personal advan­
tage. But whatever the reason, the facts 
eventually come to light, leading to dis­
appointment on the part of the one de­
ceived and thereafter his distrust for the 
one who deceived him. The sound counsel 
of the Scriptures is: “Wherefore, now that 
you have put away falsehood, speak truth 
each one of you with his neighbor.”—Eph. 
4:25.
4. What do willful liars show themselves to be, and 
what judgment is due to come upon them?
5. What is one of the common reasons for lying, but 
what course does Ephesians 4:25 counsel?
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6 Honesty is shown, not only by what one 

says, but also by what one does. If one ac­
cepts responsibility for some property or 
money and then uses it in a wrong way, 
for his own personal use instead of the way 
authorized by the owner, that would be 
dishonest. Really it amounts to stealing, 
that is, taking something that belongs to 
another without the consent of the owner. 
It is because we live in a world of dis­
honesty and stealing that people find it 
necessary to lock up their houses, or lock 
up valuable things such as money and 
even to lock up food; but the new world, 
which is due shortly, will not be a world 
like that, because the people living in it 
will be honest, trustworthy and depend­
able. So those who look forward to living 
in that new world need to demonstrate 
these qualities now, putting out of their 
lives stealing and other dishonest practices, 
which are part of the old-world personali­
ty, “which conforms to [their] former 
course of conduct.” (Eph. 4:22) The Bible 
command is: “Let the stealer steal no 
more, but rather let him do hard work, 
doing with his hands what is good work, 
that he may have something to distribute 
to someone in need.”—Eph. 4:28.

’ These words of the apostle Paul lead 
on to another form of stealing or dishon­
esty, that is, in the way we spend our 
time. Yes, it is possible to steal time. How? 
For example, a person who has entered 
into a contract of employment to work a 
certain number of hours per day at an 
agreed wage would be stealing the time of 
his employer if he used his employer’s time 
for his own personal affairs, neglecting his 
work. The apostle says that the Christian 
should do “good work,” yes, “hard work.” 
That is, he must give honest work, being 
a conscientious and reliable workman, as
6. What kind of people will live in the new world, and 
so what will those who want to live in that new world 
now do?
7. (a) How could one steal time? (b) What kind of 
work should a Christian do?
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though he was rendering his service to Je­
hovah. The apostle Paul wrote, at Colos- 
sians 3:22: “Be obedient in everything to 
those who are your masters in a fleshly 
sense, not with acts of eyeservice, as men 
pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, with 
fear of Jehovah.” Likewise, an employer 
should be honest in his dealings with his 
employees, being fair to them. “ You mas­
ters, keep dealing out what is righteous 
and what is fair to your slaves, knowing 
that you also have a Master in heaven.” 
—Col. 4:1.

8 This course shows practical love. How? 
If one, claiming to be a Christian witness 
of Jehovah, proved to be a worker who was 
unreliable and dishonest, would that not 
make it difficult for his employer to listen 
to the “good news” preached to him by 
other witnesses of Jehovah? Without a 
doubt it would. So the one who truly loves 
his neighbor avoids “every form of wick­
edness,” so that he puts no stumbling 
block in the way of his neighbor’s accept­
ing the truth. “Love does not work evil to 
one’s neighbor,” wrote the apostle Paul. 
—Rom. 13:9,10.

9 To borrow money without the sincere 
determination to pay it back according to 
the agreement made is also dishonest and 
is similar to stealing. To sponge on the 
good nature and kindness of others with 
no intention of paying back what is bor­
rowed is really wicked. For “ the wicked 
one is borrowing and does not pay back.” 
(Ps. 37:21) This matter of borrowing and 
not paying back is a source of many dif­
ficulties. Indeed it is better, whenever pos­
sible, never to be a borrower; but if one 
is forced by circumstances to ask for a 
loan from his Christian brother or a neigh­
bor, then he should work diligently to re­
pay what is borrowed within a reasonable 
time.
8. How is doing reliable and honest work an expression 
of love of neighbor?
9. What counsel is given on borrowing?

SPEECH T H A T  IS U PB U ILD IN G

10 Practical “love of neighbor” is shown 
even in the way we speak. This world is 
full of harshness and bitterness. People try 
to show that they are superior and strong­
er than others by speaking abusively to 
them. We often see people lose their tem­
pers, becoming very angry, even to the 
point of screaming at one another. Surely, 
such kind of conduct does not express ‘love 
of neighbor.’ When you read about Christ 
Jesus in the Bible, ‘you do not learn the 
Christ to be like that,’ do you? (Eph. 4: 
20) While he was very courageous and 
strong in support of God’s kingdom, and 
at times gave strong reproof to those who 
opposed the truth, he never lost his temper 
or his self-control. Always he was calm 
and, when dealing with his followers, kind, 
considerate and patient, even when having 
to correct them. So, then, the followers of 
Jesus are counseled: “Let a rotten saying 
not proceed out of your mouth, but what­
ever saying is good for building up as 
the need may be, that it may impart what 
is favorable to the hearers. Let all ma­
licious bitterness and anger and wrath 
and screaming and abusive speech be taken 
away from you along with all injurious­
ness. But become kind to one another, ten­
derly compassionate, freely forgiving one 
another just as God also by Christ freely 
forgave you.”—Eph. 4:29, 31, 32.

11 What a difference in speech and con­
duct between the old world and the stan­
dard God sets for those who will gain life 
in his new world! And how such good con­
duct is really showing love in a practiced 
way! How upbuilding it is to have some­
one speak to us in a kind way! How com­
forting to experience loving forgiveness 
for some wrong we may have done to an­
other! The exercise of these qualities of 
kindness and forgiveness makes for peace,
10, 11. (a) Explain the difference between old-world 
and new-world standards as to speech and self-control, 
(b) How did Jesus set a fine example in this regard?
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and that is why the New World society of 
Jehovah’s witnesses enjoys such unity and 
harmony.

12 All this means a big change in our 
lives and requires sincere effort. This is 
especially so in learning to control the 
tongue. Certainly it cannot be pleasing to 
God for the tongue at one moment to be 
praising Jehovah and for it in the next 
moment to be speaking abusively of one’s 
brother or neighbor. If that were to hap­
pen, then it would be true that “out of the 
same mouth come forth blessing and curs­
ing.” Is that proper? “It is not proper, my 
brothers, for these things to go on occur­
ring this way,” says the inspired writer 
James. “A  fountain does not cause the 
sweet and the bitter to bubble out of the 
same opening, does it? My brothers, a fig 
tree cannot produce olives or a vine figs, 
can it? Neither can salt water produce 
sweet water.”—Jas. 3:10-12.

13 God’s Word the Bible guides you in 
the proper use of the tongue, just as it also 
guides you in how to act. It is by a study 
of God’s Word and getting the understand­
ing of it that you can become truly wise. 
The proof that you have gained such wis­
dom and understanding is seen in the 
course of conduct you follow, by what you 
do and what you say. The Bible writer 
James, who was the half brother of Jesus, 
continues: “Who is wise and understand­
ing among you? Let him show out of his 
fine conduct his works with a meekness 
that belongs to wisdom. But if you have 
bitter jealousy and contentiousness in your 
hearts, do not be bragging and lying 
against the truth. This is not the wisdom 
that comes down from above, but is the 
earthly, animal, demonic. . . . But the wis­
dom from above is first of all chaste, then 
peaceable, reasonable, ready to obey, full
12. What did the Bible writer James have to say about 
the wrong use of the tongue?
13. How does one demonstrate that he is truly wise and 
understanding?
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of mercy and good fruits, not making par­
tial distinctions, not hypocritical. More­
over, the fruit of righteousness has its 
seed sown under peaceful conditions for 
those who are making peace.”—Jas. 3: 
13-18.

U N DERSTAN DIN G AND OBEYING 
THE W O R D  OF TR U TH

14 These words show the need for a con­
tinual study and feeding upon God’s Word, 
for it contains the wisdom from above. To 
study is not just a matter of reading some­
thing and then letting it slip out of the 
mind. Nor is it learning some information, 
as a child may do at school, that can be 
remembered and repeated word for word 
yet without understanding. To study means 
to read with a purpose, with the desire to 
learn and understand. It means an earnest 
seeking to grasp the meaning of the writ­
ten word, to appreciate the reasons why 
certain counsel is given, to see how one 
teaching of the Bible is related to and in 
harmony with the rest of the Bible. This 
requires mental effort, the kind of effort 
that many find hard to make. But this is 
part of the challenge of the good news.

15 If you really value the “good news of 
the kingdom” and the hope of living for­
ever in a new world, you will demonstrate 
this by making an “ earnest effort” to in­
crease in the “accurate knowledge of God” 
as found in the Bible. (2 Pet. 1:2, 5) Ap­
preciate the necessity of having an accu­
rate knowledge of the “holy writings, 
which are able to make you wise for sal­
vation.” (2 Tim. 3:15) The right founda­
tion for future life is built up not by hear­
ing only, but it is by understanding and 
then doing what Jehovah God commands 
us to do through Christ Jesus. While Jesus 
was on the earth he gave an illustration
14. What does it mean to study, and what does this 
require?
15. (a) What should we appreciate as to the need for 
understanding and doing what Jehovah commands? 
(b) How did Jesus illustrate this at Matthew 7:24-27?
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that very forcefully stressed this. “Every­
one that hears these sayings of mine and 
does them will be likened to a discreet 
man, who built his house upon the rock- 
mass. And the rain poured down and the 
floods came and the winds blew and lashed 
against that house, but it did not cave 
in, for it had been founded upon the 
rock-mass. Furthermore, everyone hearing 
these sayings of mine and not doing them 
will be likened to a foolish man, who built 
his house upon the sand. And the rain 
poured down and the floods came and the 
winds blew and struck against that house 
and it caved in, and its collapse was great.” 
—Matt. 7:24-27.

16 Jesus gave this illustration to show 
that the course of doing Jehovah’s will, 
which he had taught them, was really the 
only practical and wise course to take. The 
accurate knowledge of the Bible shows us 
how to act in a practical way for the good 
of our neighbor, to know what to say that 
“ is good for building up” and “may impart 
what is favorable to the hearers.” But even 
more important, such wisdom shows us 
what it means to love Jehovah himself. It 
shows us the need, as James wrote above, 
to be “ready to obey” the Sovereign Ruler 
of the universe. It is, therefore, most im­
portant to your future hope of life that 
you now “subject yourselves . . .  to God,” 
and “obey God as ruler.”—Col. 4:5, 6; Jas. 
3:17; 4:7; Acts 5:29.

17 This is the course of true wisdom. Is 
not Jehovah God all-powerful, able to de­
stroy and also to give life? Is not his king­
dom under Christ Jesus the greatest of all 
kingdoms and the one that is to last for­
ever after destroying all the kingdoms of 
this world? (Dan. 2:44) So it would be 
unreasonable, would it not? to disregard 
God’s law and to neglect the opportunity 
of learning his will from the Bible. How
16, 17. Why is it now most important and reasonable to 
subject ourselves to Jehovah as Ruler?

wise, then, is the counsel of the apostle: 
“Keep strict watch that how you walk is 
not as unwise but as wise persons, buying 
out the opportune time for yourselves, be­
cause the days are wicked. On this account 
cease becoming unreasonable, but go on 
perceiving what the will of Jehovah is.” 
—Eph. 5:15-17.

18 What is Jehovah’s will for you? First 
of all, his will is that you give close 
attention to the “good news” preached by 
His servants on earth in these last days. 
Like the seed of corn that is sown and 
takes root in the earth, humbly accept the 
word of truth into your heart and mind. 
Through personal study of the Bible strive 
to grow in understanding of God’s Word, 
‘get the sense of it,’ and thus perceive ac­
curately what Jehovah wants you to do. 
As you ‘get the sense of it’ and discern 
God’s will, make an earnest effort to bring 
your life into harmony therewith. Turn 
away from the course of this world and 
follow a course of conduct in harmony 
with the principles of God’s new world. We 
sincerely hope that the information in the 
preceding pages will help you to follow this 
good advice of the apostle: “Quit being 
fashioned after this system of things, but 
be transformed by making your mind over, 
that you may prove to yourselves the good 
and acceptable and perfect will of God.” 
—Matt. 13:23; Rom. 12:2.

19 By bringing your way of life into har­
mony with God’s requirements, you, as a 
sincere person who loves God, are now in 
a proper condition to make a very impor­
tant step in the way of life—the making 
of an acceptable dedication of yourself to 
God to do God’s will, thereafter to be bap­
tized in water before witnesses in symbol 
of that dedication. Dedication means mak­
ing a solemn decision in prayer to Jehovah
18. (a) How must we accept the “good news” and ‘get 
the sense of it’ ? (b) Then what course should we take?
19. What is meant by dedication to Jehovah, and on 
what proper basis can this step be taken?
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to do His will. This is a decision that can­
not be made for you by someone else, but 
it is a personal matter of prayer; and the 
making of such dedication must be from 
a sincere heart, with the confidence that 
you are now in position to present your­
self in a holy and acceptable way for Jeho­
vah’s service. It is not a step to be taken 
jus t  on a w ave  of  
emotion. It is to be 
taken as a result of 
earnest study, with 
the use of one’s “pow­
er of reason,” that 
leads to understand­
ing and a heartfelt 
appreciation of the blessed privilege of 
serving Jehovah.—Rom. 12:1.

20 God’s will for those who make such a 
dedication is that they also become his 
ministers, publicly declaring the “good 
news of the kingdom” to others from house 
to house, along with “conduct worthy of 
the good news.” This shows a genuine love 
for God and one’s neighbors.

21 This is the challenge of the good news. 
Will you answer it? Will you be one of 
those who will follow this course of humble 
obedience to the divine will and accept the 
responsibility that comes with hearing the 
good news? Perhaps you may feel within 
yourself that it is too hard a way for you 
to walk. It is true, as Jesus said, “narrow
20. What is God’s will for those who dedicate them­
selves to him?
21. (a) What question is it now good for you to con­
sider? (b) Why should you not be discouraged if the 
way of life may seem difficult? (c) By your doing what 
will the news of God’s kingdom be really “good news” 
for you?
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is the gate and cramped the road leading 
off into life, and few are the ones finding 
it.” But do not let this discourage you. 
Those who do find the way of life and who 
successfully keep walking in it do not do 
so in their own strength. Those who sin­
cerely want to serve Jehovah and live in 
the new world to praise him forever will 

receive the neces­
sary guidance and 
strength from Jeho­
vah to keep walking 
in that way, as they 
obediently do the di­
vine will. In the same 
sermon on the moun­

tainside Jesus said: “Keep on asking, and 
it will be given you; keep on seeking, and 
you will find; keep on knocking, and it 
will be opened to you.” (Matt. 7:14, 7) So, 
then, put your faith in Jehovah, the true 
God, and in his Son, Christ Jesus, who 
gave his life that you might be delivered 
from sin and death and who is now reign­
ing as God’s appointed king in the heaven­
ly kingdom. Put your faith in the promised 
new world. Start living now as an obedient 
subject of the heavenly kingdom and share 
in declaring to others that it is man’s only 
hope for the future. In all that you do, 
show that you love Jehovah God with all 
your heart, soul, strength and mind and 
that you love your neighbor as yourself. 
Then, indeed, the news of God’s kingdom 
means “good news” for you, assuring you 
of everlasting life under this most blessed 
government of peace and righteousness.

SEeWATCHTOWER.
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'"X  TOT many wise in a fleshly way 
C /  x . were called, . . . but God chose 

the foolish things of the world, that he 
might put the wise men to shame; . . .  in 
order that no flesh might boast in the 
sight of God.”— 1 Cor. 1:26-29.

Those words of the apostle Paul include 
the hardworking, conscientious, largely 
unknown and unskilled early Christian 
copyists. They proved themselves to be far 
wiser than the worldly professional callig­
raphers* of their day, both by reason of 
what they copied and their practical ap­
proach to their labors. A consideration of 
their work is interesting, enlightening 
and strengthening to faith.

Today little remains of the work of 
these early Christian copyists. This is 
not to be wondered at in view of the 
persecutions by pagan Rome, which re­
peatedly ordered the destruction of the 
Christians’ Scriptures. Age, wear and 
tear from handling also played their 
parts, as papyrus, the writing material

* From the Greek JcaldSj “fine, beautiful,’* 
graphein, “to write.”

and

used by these copyists, rapidly disin­
tegrates in humid climates; account­
ing for the fact that most of the copies 
of their work that have been discov­
ered in modern times were found in 
Egypt, which has a very hot and dry 
climate, favorable to the preservation 
of papyrus. Then, too, as the papyrus 
manuscripts of these early copyists 
were replaced by vellum copies made 
by professional scribes in the early 
fourth century, little need was seen 
to preserve these earlier manuscripts, 
even though among them were copies 
of the original autographs. What little 
has come down to us, however, has 

proved to be invaluable, as we shall 
see.

W H A T  T H E Y  COPIED

There is no question about it; 
these early Christian copyists were wiser 
than their pagan professional contempo­
raries by reason of what they copied. 
None other than the Son of Almighty God 
had come to earth and upon parting had 
given instructions to his followers to 
‘ ‘make disciples of people of all the na­
tions.” This ‘publishing of the good news,’ 
as it was called, began orally at Pentecost. 
But oral publishing has limitations. For 
the sake of accuracy, permanence and wid­
er distribution the good news needed to 
be put in writing.—Matt. 28:19, 20; Rom. 
10:15.

F o r  th e s e  
and other rea­
sons the holy 
spirit moved 
m e n  t o  p u t  
this vital mes­
sage in writ­
ing. And so it 
was that with­
in little more 
than t h i r ty  
years of Pen-
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tecost, with the exception of John’s writ­
ings, all the Christian Greek Scriptures 
had been penned.

Not that Christian publication was to 
be limited to these writings. Obviously the 
Gospels were intended for general circula­
tion, requiring copies to be made. The very 
way James begins his letter (and Peter 
begins his similarly) shows the need of 
publication: “To the twelve tribes that are 
scattered about.” Publication is also im­
plied by the warning, recorded by John, 
against adding or taking away from the 
book of Revelation.—Jas. 1:1; 1 Pet. 1:1; 
Rev. 22:18,19.

However, even before such copies were 
made the early Christian copyists played a 
vital role in publishing the good news. How 
so? In that the highly favored ones who 
were inspired to give us the Christian 
Greek Scriptures did not always do their 
own writing. Thus in one of Paul’s letters 
we read: “I, Tertius, who have done the 
writing of this letter, greet you in the 
Lord.” In fact, it is quite likely that Paul, 
with but few exceptions—such as the brief 
letter to Philemon—contented himself with 
dictating his letters and then adding in his 
own hand a greeting and his signature: 
“Here is my greeting, Paul’s, in my own 
hand, which is a sign in every letter; this 
is the way I write.”—Rom. 16:22; 2 Thess. 
3:17; Philem. 19.

A Christian scribe also assisted Peter, 
for we read in his first letter: “Through 
Sylvanus, a faithful brother, as I account 
him, I have written you in few words, to 
give encouragement.” Apparently Sylva­
nus was a skilled writer, not “unlettered 
and ordinary” as was Peter, for, according 
to Doctor Goodspeed, “Hebrews and 1 Pe­
ter are generally regarded as the best 
Greek in the New Testament.” Some have 
claimed that Second Peter could not have 
been written by Peter since it represents 
such a contrast in style to the finely writ-
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ten First Peter. But that does not at all 
follow. It merely would show that Peter 
allowed Sylvanus latitude in choosing his 
words and that another (it might even 
have been Peter himself) wrote the sec­
ond letter.—1 Pet. 5:12; Acts 4:13.

M A TE R IA LS USED

The Hebrew Scriptures had been written 
on leather. History shows that it was leath­
er copies that were sent to Alexandria for 
the production of the Without
doubt the Isaiah scroll from which Jesus 
read in the synagogue of his native city 
of Nazareth was of leather, even as are 
the Dead Sea Scroll of Isaiah and most 
of its companion books discovered in 1947. 
—Luke 4:17.

But leather scrolls were bulky, besides 
they were very costly. Something more 
practical in every way was needed for 
Christians in their ministry and papyrus 
served the purpose ideally, at least during 
the first three centuries. It could be bought 
at the stationer’s shops in various sizes 
and qualities and used in scrolls or rolls. 
That the original manuscripts, whether 
written by the inspired penmen themselves 
or by their copyists, were on rolls is ap­
parent both from secular history and from 
Scripture references. It also seems that 
they soon disappeared from sight, as no 
early church overseer mentions having 
seen any of them.—2 Tim. 4:13; Rev. 5:5.

Papyrus rolls of that period seldom ex­
ceeded thirty feet and varied in width from 
six to fifteen inches. Quite likely Luke, 
whose Christian Greek Scripture writings 
are the longest, limited himself because of 
this, his scrolls being estimated to have 
been eleven inches high and from thirty- 
one to thirty-two feet long. John’s Gospel 
must have been twenty-three or twenty- 
four feet and Mark’s nineteen. Paul’s let­
ters ranged from six or seven inches for
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Philemon to eleven feet six inches for 
Romans.

In making copies of these autograph 
rolls the Christian copyists at once out­
stripped their pagan professional contem­
poraries. They were practical men. They 
early began replacing the roll with the 
codex, that is, a written work consisting 
of separate sheets and, if bound, having a 
wooden cover. Thus we are told that in the 
third century nearly all pagan writing was 
still on scrolls, whereas most of the work 
of the early Christian copyists wets already 
in codex form.

The advantages of the codex over the 
roll are marked: the cost was less, since 
the codex consisted of the individual sheets 
as first manufactured, whereas the roll re­
quired these first to be glued together end 
to end. Further, a codex could contain far 
more than could a roll. Instead of being 
limited to just one book, such as Acts, 
early the four Gospels were brought to­
gether in one codex as also were the letters 
of Paul. In fact, it would take from thirty- 
five to forty rolls to hold what appears in 
such a codex as the Vatican Manuscript 
No. 1209.

Nor may we overlook the advantage 
that the codex presented in looking up a 
certain Scripture passage. How much sim­
pler to turn to the back of the book, the 
last page, than to unroll thirty feet of 
manuscript! No question about it, the early 
Christian copyists knew full well what 
they were doing when they at once utilized 
the codex form, if they did not invent it 
themselves.

For ink a copyist used a mixture of soot 
and gum. This was produced in a hard 
form and mixed with water as needed. In­
stead of gum or rubber erasers, as we have 
today, or even the knife used by the scribes 
who wrote on leather, vellum or parch­
ment, these copyists carried a sponge with 
them to wash off their mistakes. Their pen
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consisted of a reed, a calamus, the tip of 
which was softened with water and there­
fore was somewhat like a fine brush.—Jer. 
36:23; 2 Cor. 3:3; 2 John 12; 3 John 13.

CONSCIENTIOUS TH O U G H  U N SK ILLE D

Historians are prone to speak disparag­
ingly of the work of these early Christian 
copyists. They point out that these copy­
ists did not appreciate the importance of 
accuracy and so made many mistakes, 
which scholars ever since have been en­
deavoring to correct. But such observa­
tions give an entirely wrong impression. 
True, as Westcott and Hort point out in 
their Introduction to the New Testament: 
“The exact reproduction of a given series 
of words in a given order” is the purpose 
of transcription, and to accomplish this 
there must be “a distinct perception that 
a transcriber’s duty is to transcribe and 
nothing more.” “This perception,” they go 
on to say, “ is rarer and more dependent 
upon training than might be supposed,” 
for unless there is a “special concentration 
of regard upon the language as having in­
trinsic sacredness . . . the instinctive feel­
ing of sense cooperates largely in the re­
sult.” In other words, unless specially 
trained, a copyist, however conscientious, 
will make minor errors due to his concen­
tration on the sense rather than on the 
exact words, this largely due to the work­
ings of the unconscious mind.*

So the early Christian copyists, due to 
their lack of professional skill, did make 
many errors. But what did these amount 
to? Minor transposition of words or phras­
es, or the use of synonyms, such as “Lord” 
for “God,” or the use of a pronoun for 
the noun or vice versa, such as “he” for 
“Jesus” or “Jesus” for “he,”  or it might

* Authorities on textual criticism point out that even 
printed editions several centuries apart may vary 
considerably. They also tell that shortly before the 
time of Christ, when books (rolls) became common 
in Greece there were constant complaints about the 
deficiencies and inaccuracies in the work of the pro­
fessional scribes.
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be a variation or a mistake in spelling. 
In fact, none other than Westcott and 
Hort state that 99.9 percent of the dif­
ferences concerning which there may be 
question consist of “comparatively trivial 
variations.”

Typical of the work of these early Chris­
tian copyists is the oldest extant fragment 
of any of the Christian Greek Scriptures, 
the Papyrus Rylands Greek, No. 457. Writ­
ten on both sides, it consists of but some 
hundred letters of Greek and has been dat­
ed as early as the second century A.D. Re­
garding it we are told that, while it has an 
informal air about it and makes no pre­
tensions to be fine writing, it is “a careful 
piece of work.” Interestingly this fragment 
is from a codex, about eight inches square, 
and which most likely contained all of 
John’s Gospel, or some sixty-six leaves, 
about 132 pages in all.

Bearing more extensive witness, but at 
later dates, are the Chester Beatty Biblical 
Papyri. These consist of portions of eleven 
Greek codices, produced between the sec­
ond and the fourth centuries A.D. They 
contain parts of nine Hebrew and fifteen 
Christian Bible books. These are quite rep­
resentative in that a variety of writing 
styles is found in them. One codex is said 
to be “ the work of a good professional 
scribe.” Of another it is said: “The writ­
ing is very correct, and though without 
calligraphic pretensions, is the work of a 
competent scribe.” And of still another, 
“The hand is rough but generally correct.” 
— Chester Beatty Biblical Papyri, Vol. I.

More important than these characteris-
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tics, however, is their subject matter. In 
the main they corroborate those fourth- 
century vellum manuscripts known as the 
“Neutrals,” which are rated most highly 
by Westcott and Hort, such as the Vatican 
No. 1209 and the Sinaiticus. Further, they 
contain none of the striking interpolations 
that are found in certain vellum manu­
scripts and which have been termed, per­
haps mistakenly, “Western.”

Most important of all is the support that 
these papyrus manuscripts give to the au­
thenticity of the existing texts. Regarding 
them Sir Frederic Kenyon states: “The 
first and most important conclusion de­
rived from the examination of them is the 
satisfactory one that they confirm the es­
sential soundness of the existing texts. No 
striking or fundamental variation is shown 
in either the Old or New Testament. There 
are no important omissions or additions of 
passages, and no variations which affect 
vital facts or doctrines. The variations of 
text affect minor matters, such as the or­
der of words or the precise words used.” 

Truly, of the early Christian copyists it 
could be stated that among them were “not 
many wise in a fleshly way,” yet their la­
bors proved them to be truly wise. And 
though many minor flaws crept into their 
work because of their lack of professional 
skill, their conscientiousness and stress on 
the sense caused them to produce manu­
scripts basically correct and free from 
gross interpolations. What we have of 
their works contributes strongly to the 
authenticity of the Scriptures as we have 
them.
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About 1250 (A.D.) Cardinal Hugo de Sancto Caro divided the Bible 

into chapters. In 1545 Robert Stephens, a French printer, divided the 
Christian Greek Scriptures into verses. The first complete English Bible 
to have both chapter and verse numbers was the Geneva Bible, pub­
lished in 1560. Most of the Bibles published today still use the same 
divisions.



Be h e m o t h w
Ievmtham

" W  " i f ,
that is obscuring 
counsel by words 
without knowl­
edge?” Almighty God 
asked of Job. (Job 38:
2) Though Job had kept 
integrity to God, he had 
obscured divine counsel 
by speaking words not based 
on accurate knowledge; he 
had cast some doubt upon 
the wise, loving and just pro­
cedure of the Creator. Job’s course of jus­
tifying his own soul more than God needed 
to be corrected. Out of the windstorm Je­
hovah spoke to Job, giving him knowledge 
of God’s infinite wisdom and loving care of 
his creatures. Deeply humiliated by the 
questions raised by the Almighty regard­
ing works in nature, the animals and birds, 
Job confessed he had nothing to say toward 
his own justification. Then Jehovah asked 
another question: “Do you have an arm 
like that of the true God?” And to illus­
trate God’s power in nature, Jehovah de­
scribes a creative marvel, the mighty 
behemoth:

“Here, now, is Behemoth that I have made 
as well as you. Green grass it eats just as 
a bull does. Here, now, its power is in its 
hips, and its dynamic energy in the tendons 
of its belly. It bends down its tail like a 
cedar; the sinews of its thighs are inter­
woven. Its bones are tubes of copper; its 
strong bones are like wrought-iron rods. It 
is the beginning of the ways of God; its 
Maker can bring near his sword.”— Job 40: 
15-19.

H e r e  is a 
mammoth crea­
ture made by 
God, mighty in 
p o w e r .  F r o m  
G od ’s descrip­
tion of the crea­
ture, the hippo­

potamus is generally 
identified with the 
behem oth ;  and a 
n u m b e r  o f  B i b l e  
translations of the 
book of Job use the 
word “ hippopota­
mus” in their main 
text or in footnotes 

~—  to identify the creature 
referred to by God.

Prodigious in size, a full-grown hippo 
may be twelve to fourteen feet long and 
may weigh up to 8,000 pounds. “The bulk 
of a full-grown male hippopotamus can 
hardly be believed even when viewed at 
close range in a zoo,” declares zoologist 
Ivan Sanderson. “ One wonders, when so 
observing the brute, how on earth its small 
stumpy legs, for all their girth, can sup­
port the body, yet the same beast in its 
native waters can overtake almost any 
man-powered small boat and even motor- 
boats by paddling like a dog with these 
same ridiculous little limbs.”—Living 
Mammals of the World.

Those small legs are of sturdy build. 
The bones of the hippo’s legs are as strong 
as “ tubes of copper,” strong enough to 
support a four-ton creature. Its bones and 
ribs are like iron bars. “The sinews of its 
thighs are interwoven,” so that the fiber 
and tendons of muscles of its thighs are 
twisted together and braided like power­
ful cables. Its “power is in its hips,” in the 
muscles of its back, and “ its dynamic en­
ergy in the tendons of its belly,” the mus­
cles of its belly being powerful. The hide 
of the belly is thicker than that on other
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parts of the body, since the hippo is short­
legged and drags his body over grass, 
sticks and stones of riverbeds. Its tail is 
like a cedar, not in length but since it can 
set its thick tail rigidly upright or swing 
it about like a tree.

How the mighty hippo exemplifies God’s 
power! He created it; he gave it its power. 
Who can approach such a creature with 
a sword to take its life? So great is the 
hippo’s power in its jaw and teeth that it 
has bitten men clean through the torso. 
With its recurved canines and pointed in­
cisors, the hippo can shear through a na­
tive dugout canoe like cardboard and bite 
through the metal plates of a riverboat. 
Little wonder an ancient Egyptian inscrip­
tion going back to the time of Thutmose 
HI reads: “The hippopotamus, the lord of 
terrors in the water, which man cannot 
approach unto.” * Concerning this behe­
moth Jehovah said to Job:

“The mountains themselves bear their prod­
uce for it, and all the wild beasts of the 
field themselves play there. Under the thorny 
lotus trees it lies down, in the concealed 
place of reeds and the swampy place. The 
thorny lotus trees keep it blocked off with 
their shadow; the poplars of the torrent 
valley surround it. I f the river acts violently, 
it does not run in panic. It is confident, al­
though the Jordan should burst forth against 
its mouth. Before its eyes can anyone take 
it? W ith snares can anyone bore its nose?” 
— Job 40:20-24.
The mighty behemoth, being amphibi­

ous, climbs out of the river, ascending 
steep riverbanks to enjoy the produce that 
the mountains bear for it. Yes, “green 
grass” is its food, and because of its enor­
mous appetite, it seems that the greenery 
of whole mountains is required to sustain 
it. The teeth cut the grass and a cavernous 
mouth scoops up the feed, the jaws crush­
ing the mass. Some 200 to 400 pounds of 
greenery go into its mammoth stomach 
every day. Yet when the hippo leaves the

* The Holy Bible, with commentary, edited by F. C. 
Cook, Vol. IV, p. 139.
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water to feed where green grass grows, 
the other animals have no need to fear, 
since the monster does not attack them.

When its appetite has been assuaged, 
the hippo lies down under the thorny lotus 
trees or conceals itself in a swampy place, 
beneath the shade of the poplars. It is of 
little concern to the hippo if the river in 
which it dwells rises and overflows its 
banks. It can still keep its head above the 
level of water and swim against the force 
of the deluge.

Seeing the behemoth is so mighty and 
has a mammoth mouth equipped with 
formidable tusks in the lower jaw, would 
Job have the audacity to confront such a 
monster before its eyes and try to pierce 
its nose with a hook?

LEVIATHAN
Humbled by God’s description of the 

power of the grass-eating behemoth, Job 
is next asked about another amphibious 
creature, which, unlike the hippo, is meat- 
eating and ferocious in disposition:

“Can you draw out Leviathan with a fish­
hook, or with a rope can you hold down its 
tongue? Can you put a rush in its nostrils, 
or with a thorn can you bore its jaw s? W ill 
it make many entreaties to you, or will it 
say soft words to you? W ill it conclude a 
covenant with you, that you may take it 
as a slave to time indefinite? W ill you play 
with it as with a bird, or will you tie it for 
your young girls? W ill partners barter for 
it? W ill they divide it up among tradesmen? 
W ill you fill its skin with harpoons, or its 
head with fish spears? Put your hands upon 
it. Remember the battle. Do not do it again.”  
— Job 41:1-8.

From the description Jehovah gives of 
leviathan in the book of Job, it is thought 
that this creative marvel must be that 
giant among reptiles, the crocodile. Thus 
a number of Bible translations of the book 
of Job such as J. Smith and Moffatt use 
the word “crocodile” in the main text for 
the Hebrew word liw-ya-than. The ety-
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mology of this word is uncertain, and it has 
been variously defined as meaning “a 
wreathed animal,” “one spirally wound” 
and “a twisted animal.” The word itself is 
believed to be nonspecific, so that the term 
could apply to any such great sea mon­
ster or reptile; however, because of the de­
scription Jehovah gives in Job chapter 41, 
the term there applies to a mighty reptile 
with armor and scales and formidable 
teeth. The crocodile fits that description.

Though Job may not have seen a croco­
dile, he would have heard about this cre­
ative marvel not only because of his long 
life but because the Nile River abounded 
with crocodiles. Job could have heard 
about the limber leviathan, for his home 
was not far from the Gulf of Aqaba. From 
what Job heard about this leviathan mon­
ster, he knew that it was far too formi­
dable for him to use it as an object on 
which to demonstrate fishing ability. Its 
disposition is wild and fierce, so could Job 
make leviathan serve him just as his do­
mestic animals did? Or could Job even put 
leviathan to use as a plaything? Would it 
cooperate as a plaything for children? Will 
fishermen take leviathan with their hooks? 
Will traders bargain over this creature, 
and will they divide him among mer­
chants? Suppose men lay their hands on 
this creative marvel that Jehovah evident­
ly describes as the most formidable species 
of crocodile, then what? The ensuing 
struggle will be such a terrifying experi­
ence they will never forget it nor will they 
do it again!

W H A T, TH EN , OF ITS C R E A T O R ?

If a fisherman entertains expectations 
of taking leviathan with his ordinary fish­
ing equipment, he is in for a surprise. Je­
hovah continues speaking to Job:

“Look! One’s expectation about it will cer­
tainly be disappointed. One will also be 
hurled down at the mere sight of it. None
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is so audacious that he should stir it up. 
And who is it that can hold his ground be­
fore me? Who has given me something first, 
that I ought to reward him? Under the whole 
heavens it is mine.”— Job 41:9-11.
The mere sight of a giant crocodile is 

enough to warn one to stay clear. Hands 
off! Who, then, is so audacious as to stir 
leviathan up? Is Job? The temperament of 
most giant crocodiles, whether the Nile 
River or the seagoing species, is not suit­
able for man to get too close to them and 
then stir them up. Zoo keepers find that 
some alligators get so tame they can prac­
tically walk on them, but they know the 
wisdom of staying clear of crocodiles. 
Writes Raymond Ditmars, a noted author­
ity on reptiles, in his book Reptiles of the 
World:

“There is about as much difference in 
temper and activity between an alligator 
and a crocodile, as between a tortoise and 
a snapping turtle. An enraged alligator will 
throw its head from side to side, bang the 
jaws together sonorously and violently 
swish the tail, but a man with steady 
nerves may approach within a few feet of 
the animal, throw a noose over the head, 
tie the jaws together, push a pole toward 
the body—then, by successive nooses pulled 
backward over the head, and forward over 
the tail, splint the animal to the pole so it 
is entirely powerless.”

Doing that with a crocodile that is for­
midable and ferocious is something else 
again, says Ditmars. Even those that ap­
pear to be the epitome of good nature are 
to be treated with utmost respect. Reptile 
expert Ditmars tells how he approached 
a captured crocodile that appeared to be 
rather tame-looking:

“Standing away from what he thought 
to be the reach of his tail, the writer 
prodded the apparently sluggish brute with 
a stick to start it for the tank. Several 
things happened in quick order. With a 
crescentic twist of the body utterly be-
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yond the power of an alligator, the brute 
dashed its tail at the writer, landing him 
such a powerful blow that he was lifted 
completely from the ground. As he left 
terra-firma, an almost involuntary incli­
nation caused him to hurl his body away 
from a pair of widely-gaping, tooth-studded 
jaws swinging perilously near. Landing 
with a thud on one shoulder, though 
otherwise unhurt, the writer threw himself 
over and over rolling from the dangerous 
brute that was actually pursuing him on 
the run, body raised high from the ground. 
For an instant it seemed as if the croco­
dile would win. As the writer suddenly 
sprang to his feet and glanced backward, 
he beheld the brute throw itself flat on its 
belly, open the jaws widely, then remain 
motionless as a statue. Such is the average 
crocodile—an active, vicious and, above 
all, treacherous brute.”

According to Ditmars, the man-eating 
and most ferocious crocodiles are the Nile 
River and salt-water crocodiles. These 
giant, twisting leviathans pack tremendous 
power in their limber tails. Though levia­
than swims mainly by twisting strokes of 
the tail, the tail is also an offensive weapon 
of devastating power. By an incredibly 
swift twist of the tail, leviathan captures 
prey by sweeping it from the riverbank 
or shallow water into the stream, where it 
is seized by frightfully teeth-studded jaws 
and devoured. Even young crocodiles of 
the salt-water variety are incredibly dan­
gerous. Ditmars tells of opening a crate of 
three four-foot young ones: “The amount 
of ferocity crowded into those four-foot 
youngsters was amazing. They all but 
stood on their hind legs in an endeavor to 
bite. . . .  In uncontrollable rage, one of 
them kept backing up and walking for­
ward, and if a hand were moved over it, 
reared upward, snapping its jaws loudly.” 
They were positively the most vicious rep­
tiles he had ever seen.
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Not only are such crocodiles the most 
ferocious but they are also the giants of 
the reptile world. Though the average 
adult crocodile may be about sixteen feet 
long, there are a number that reach twenty 
feet. Perhaps very few today reach the 
great lengths they did before the introduc­
tion of firearms; but it should be noted 
that one specimen of the salt-water croco­
dile, of which the skull is in the British 
Museum, has been found to be thirty-three 
feet long, with a circumference of thirteen 
feet eight inches! Little wonder that the 
fisherman in Job’s day would “be hurled 
down at the mere sight” of a giant twist­
ing leviathan!

If Job could not stand his ground before 
this limber leviathan, then how could he 
successfully contend with or stand his 
ground before Jehovah, the Creator of 
such reptilian marvel of ferocity and pow­
er? If a mere creation of God is too formi­
dable to assail, what, then, must be said 
about the Creator of all things? How ri­
diculously audacious it would be for a mere 
man to contend with the Almighty by 
finding fault with the way he rules the 
universe! So remarkable is this living il­
lustration of God’s power in leviathan that 
Jehovah declares:

“I shall not keep silent about its parts or the 
matter of its mightiness and the grace of 
its proportions. W ho has uncovered the face 
of its clothing? Into its double jaw  who 
will enter? The doors of its face who has 
opened? Its teeth round about are fright­
ful. Furrows of scales are its haughtiness, 
closed as with a tight seal. One to the other 
they fit closely, and not even air can come 
in between them. Each one to the other they 
are stuck together; they grasp one another 
and cannot be separated. Its very sneezings 
flash forth light, and its eyes are like the 
beams of dawn. Out of its mouth there go 
lightning flashes, even sparks of fire make 
their escape. Out of its nostrils smoke goes 
forth, like a furnace set aflame even with 
rushes. Its soul itself sets coals ablaze, and 
even a flame goes forth out of its mouth.
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In its neck lodges strength, and before it 
despair leaps. The folds of its flesh do cling 
together; they are as a casting upon it, im­
movable. Its heart is cast like stone, yes, 
cast like a lower millstone. Due to its rising 
up the strong get frightened; due to conster­
nation they get bewildered.”— Job 41:12-25.

STRIKING ASPECTS

How terrible of aspect and mighty in 
strength and yet how comely of proportion 
is the limber leviathan! Beautifully narrow 
and streamlined is the crocodile’s body, 
but its teeth and jaws are frightful. Its 
jaws are very extended, and, there being 
no lips, the teeth, long and pointed and of 
various sizes, present a frightful sight 
What crushing power! In experiments in 
France a 120-pound crocodile exerted a 
pressure between its jaws of 1,540 pounds.

Jehovah’s poetic description is most apt; 
for instance, “ its eyes are like the beams 
of dawn.” Thus the flashing eyes of the 
crocodile as it lifts its head out of the wa­
ter at sunrise produced such a strong im­
pression upon the ancient Egyptians that 
they adopted the crocodile’s eyes as the 
symbol of morning. “Though in a poetical 
form,” says one writer about God’s de­
scription of leviathan, “ it is without ex­
aggeration.” The writer relates the obser­
vations of ancient naturalists who beheld 
the monster rise after a long submergence 
in the water: “Then the breath, long sup­
pressed, rushes out with such violence that 
it would seem to vomit out flames from its 
mouth and nostrils.” *

Its tightly closed scales are leviathan’s 
haughtiness; the folds of its flesh make up 
immovable armor. The true scales of this 
creative marvel are no more easily re­
moved than human fingernails. What a 
masterpiece is the crocodile’s rough cover­
ing of plate and mail! Imbedded in the

* The Holy Bible, with commentary, edited by F. C. 
Cook, Vol. IV, p. 142.
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skin are bones, and on these are plates o f 
horn. The bony plates set in the thick, 
leathery skin furnish an armor that is dif­
ficult to pierce with an ordinary bullet, 
which often ricochets. How useless, then, 
arrows and darts! Jehovah explains fur­
ther to Job:

“Overtaking it, the sword itself does not 
prove equal, nor spear, dart or arrowhead. 
It regards iron as mere straw, copper as 
mere rotten wood. An arrow does not chase 
it away; the slingstones have been changed 
for it into mere stubble. A  club has been 
regarded by it as mere stubble, and it laughs 
at the rattling of a javelin. As pointed 
earthenware fragments are its under parts; 
it spreads out a threshing instrument upon 
the mire. It causes the depths to boil just 
like a pot; it makes the very sea like an 
ointment pot. Behind itself it makes a path­
way shine; one would regard the watery 
deep as gray-headedness. Upon the dust there 
is not the like of it, the one made to be 
without terror. Everything high it sees. It 
is king over all majestic wild beasts.”— Job 
41:26-34.

To this day the warriors of some Afri­
can tribes use the plated hide of a croco­
dile as an armor; against javelins and 
arrows the hide is a protection. Many crea­
tures have a smooth and unprotected belly, 
but the crocodile’s belly is covered with 
tough, sharp-edged scales, leaving the im­
pression upon the mud banks of “a thresh­
ing instrument.” In the water the vora­
cious fury of the crocodile is the very stuff 
of which nightmares are made. Leviathan 
stirs up a frothy foam like the foaming 
mixture in an ointment pot. The furrow 
of the crocodile’s foam-shining track 
through the water is comparable to the 
grayness of the old ages of humans.

God’s description of the very sea in tur­
moil need not limit his words to the ocean­
going crocodile, since the Hebrew word 
yam may refer not only to a sea or a large 
body of water but sometimes to a large 
river. But the seagoing crocodile is the
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terror of warm seas, the giant of the fam­
ily and the great traveler of the family. 
It makes vast excursions from one shore 
to another, and large ones are often seen 
from ships when out of sight of land. From 
the seagoing crocodile’s nonchalant mo­
tions, it appears that it is in no danger of 
tiring or ultimately drowning. On the oth­
er hand, sometimes this sea monster goes 
far inland as a river rover, lying in wait 
to devour some unwary animal.

Because of its size, armor and offensive 
weapons at both ends, the crocodile is king 
of reptiles. The dangerous cobra? Just a 
tasty snack, an appetizer for the crocodile. 
It has no natural enemies in the wild state 
and knows no terror. After this descrip­
tion of leviathan, Job says to Jehovah:

“I have come to know that you are able to 
do all things, and there is no idea that is 
unattainable for you. ‘Who is this that is ob­
scuring counsel without knowledge?’ There­
fore I  talked, but I was not understanding 
things too wonderful for me, which I do 
not know.”— Job 42:2, 3.

Job declares God can do all things; he 
realizes now that whatever God does is
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wise, loving and just. He repeats the very 
question Jehovah had asked at the begin­
ning of the series of questions about cre­
ative marvels; Job does this to admit the 
justice of the rebuke implied by it and to 
admit, ‘I was the man!’

Job had said some things he should not 
have uttered; but now he confesses he had 
argued his case without understanding. “ I 
make a retraction,” he said, “and I do re­
pent in dust and ashes.” As Job did, we 
should take this lesson to heart. Lest we 
find ourselves contending against God, we 
should think hard before we let the out­
ward appearance of our circumstances in­
duce us to believe or declare that God is 
directly responsible for our sufferings. Be­
hold behemoth and leviathan! They and 
other creative marvels should impress us 
with God’s great wisdom and power, add­
ing force to the inspired words: “As for 
the Almighty, we have not found him out; 
he is exalted in power, and justice and 
abundance of righteousness he will not be­
little. Therefore let men fear him.”—Job 
42:6; 37:23,24.
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Proving Ourselves Approved by Accepting Responsibility
T HE mature Christian is concerned with 

proving himself approved by God. W hy? Be­
cause he knows that without that approval 

he stamps himself as a failure and cannot hope 
to get life everlasting in God’s new world. He 
therefore takes to heart the words of the apos­
tle Paul: “Keep proving what you yourselves 
are . . . we are not disapproved.”— 2 Cor. 13: 
5, 6.*

That this old world is not concerned with 
proving itself approved is apparent by its flight 
from responsibility. Look where we will we see 
evidence of it. Its prevalence is underscored 
by such expressions as “Carry the can” and 
“Passing the buck.” This refusal to accept re­
sponsibility is especially to be seen in the field

* For details see The Watchtower, March 15, 1962.

of religion. The leaders of Christendom have 
refused to accept the responsibility of teaching 
the people the Word of God and as a result 
religious illiteracy is widespread. Because par­
ents refuse to accept the responsibilities that 
come with parenthood juvenile delinquency is 
rampant.

One of the big tasks of the Christian min­
ister is to persuade the persons whom he meets 
in the field ministry to accept responsibility 
by being willing to discuss religion, by obtain­
ing Bible literature, by having the minister 
make return visits upon them and by having 
a Bible study in their home. Some agree to a 
Bible study in their home, but when it becomes 
apparent that they have an obligation to tell 
others about it, they too flee responsibility by 
dropping the study in their home.
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Not that the matter of accepting responsibil­

ity is fully met when a Christian begins to 
preach the good news. That is only the begin­
ning. He must continually prove himself to be 
approved by accepting whatever responsibility 
comes his way. If he can arrange his affairs 
so as to accept the full-time ministry he is under 
obligation to accept this responsibility. If he 
is able to serve where the need for Kingdom 
preachers is greater he must meet that obliga­
tion. And then there are organizational privi­
leges for the male ministers in the local con­
gregation that cannot be refused with impunity.

In fact, every Christian minister should seek 
to improve his ministry so that he will be in 
line to be offered more responsibility. Love, 
not vain ambition, should cause him to want 
to be used more fully because of the added 
privileges of helping others. Let none refuse, 
saying it cannot be done. Let him remember 
that Jehovah was not well pleased when Moses 
gave that excuse. Rather, let him have faith

•  I understand that a group of Bible scholars 
made a comparison of various Bible transla­
tions. W as the New World Translation included 
in this study?— D. M., United States.

It appears that what your letter inquires 
about is a book written by Professor Ernest 
Cadman Colwell, entitled “W hat Is the Best 
New Testament?” This book is published by 
the Chicago University Press and was first 
printed in 1952. In 1947 Professor Colwell made 
a study of a number of translations and put 
them to the test as to sixty-four citations in 
the book of John. The book contains what Pro­
fessor Colwell considers the correct rendering 
of each of those sixty-four citations. The New 
World Translation was not released until 1950, 
hence Professor Colwell could not include this 
translation in his list of tested ones.

However, if any reader will look up what 
Professor Colwell has to say about these sixty- 
four citations and will compare these with the
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that God's spirit will enable him to discharge 
faithfully the added responsibility he accepts, 
even as it has helped others.

True, organizational privileges are limited. 
But every Christian minister can accept the 
responsibility of seeing that each householder 
in his certain area has received the witness. 
That means keeping a house-to-house record. 
Further, he must accept responsibility by call­
ing back on all who have shown interest, en­
deavoring to nourish that interest so that it 
will result in another person's taking his stand 
for Jehovah and his kingdom.

There is much joy and satisfaction in store 
for those who prove themselves approved by 
accepting responsibility, both now and in the 
coming new world. And by each one's accept­
ing his responsibility the result will be a strong, 
effective organization of united worshipers, ef­
fectively guiding people of goodwill in the way 
of life.

New World Translation he will see that the 
New World Translation merits a score of sixty- 
four along with Dr. Goodspeed’s translation 
of the Christian Greek Scriptures, which the 
book gives a perfect score of sixty-four. Col­
well’s book being first published in 1952, it was 
not available until two years after the release 
of the New World Translation of the Christian 
Greek Scriptures, which occurred in 1950 at 
Yankee Stadium. Consequently the New World  
Bible Translation Committee did not have Col­
well’s book for reference when work on the 
New World Translation of the Christian Greek 
Scriptures was being done.

•  How many miracles did the prophet Elisha 
perform, and what are they?— K. B., England.

The prophet Elisha is to be credited with 
sixteen miracles; fifteen during his lifetime 
and one after his death. His first miracle was 
that of causing the waters of the Jordan to 
divide right after Elijah had been taken away 
from him. (2 Ki. 2:14) His second miracle was 
that of healing the water supply of the city 
of Jericho that had been bad, causing mis­
carriages. (2 Ki. 2:19-22) His calling down evil 
upon a band of juvenile delinquents, which re­
sulted in forty-two of them being torn to pieces 
by two she-bears, was his third miracle. (2 Ki. 
2:23, 24) Elisha's fourth miracle was the sup-
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plying of water to the famished armies of 
Judah and Israel, which miracle proved in­
strumental in the routing of the Moabite ar­
mies.— 2 Ki. 3:16-26.

Elisha's fifth miracle consisted of supplying 
edible oil to a widow so that she could pay 
her creditor, thus preventing him from taking 
her sons as his slaves. (2 Ki. 4:1-7) By his 
sixth miracle Elisha rewarded the fine hos­
pitality of a certain Shunammite woman by 
causing her to have a son, and his seventh 
miracle was the raising of that son from the 
dead. (2 Ki. 4:8-37) Causing a poisonous stew 
to become wholesome by adding flour to it was 
Elisha’s eighth miracle. (2 Ki. 4:38-41) His 
ninth miracle resulted in the feeding of one 
hundred men and having leftovers from just 
twenty barley loaves.—2 Ki. 4:42-44.

By his tenth miracle Elisha cured the Syrian 
army officer, Naaman, of his leprosy, and hav­
ing that leprosy come upon his servant Gehazi 
because of his commercializing his master Eli­
sha’s miraculous powers was Elisha’s eleventh 
miracle. (2 Ki. 5:1-27) Causing an axhead that 
had fallen into the water to float was his 
twelfth miracle. (2 Ki. 6:5-7) Elisha’s thir­
teenth miracle was his opening his servant’s 
eyes so that he could see that the surrounding 
mountainous region was filled with horses and 
fiery chariots, proving indeed that 'more are 
with us than with them.’ (2 Ki. 6:15-17) Eli-
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sha’s fourteenth and fifteenth miracles were 
the smiting with a mental blindness of the 
Syrian army that came to take him so that 
they could not recognize him and then having 
their mental sight restored.— 2 Ki. 6:18-23.

As for Elisha’s sixteenth miracle, this took 
place years after the foregoing miracles had 
been performed by him, and it is credited to 
him even though it took place after he had 
died. Certain Israelites happened to be burying 
a dead man when a band of marauding Moab­
ites came along. So the Israelites hurriedly 
took the dead body and threw it into Elisha’s 
burial place and went off. When the body of 
the dead man touched "the bones of Elisha, 
he immediately came to life and stood upon 
his feet.”— 2 Ki. 13:20, 21.

It is of interest and a memory aid that twice 
as many miracles of Elisha appear in the Scrip­
tural record as of Elijah, whose miracles were, 
in brief: (1) Shutting heaven from rainfall; 
(2) keeping the flour and oil supply of the 
widow of Zarephath renewed; (3) resurrecting 
the widow’s son; (4) having fire fall from  
heaven in answer to prayer; (5) having rain 
break the drought in answer to prayer; (6) call­
ing down fire on King Ahaziah’s captain and his 
fifty men; (7) calling down fire on a second cap­
tain and his fifty; (8) parting the Jordan River 
by smiting it with his official garment, just 
before he was taken away in the fiery chariot.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
FIELD M IN ISTR Y

Everyone who has a knowledge of God’s 
Word has the responsibility to share its mes­
sage with others. During February Jehovah’s 
witnesses will carry out that responsibility by 
offering to all persons a subscription for The 
Watchtower, with three booklets, for $1.

W A T C H  T O W E R  PU BLICATIO N S INDEX, 1962
One of the most valuable features of The 

Watchtower is its use as a ready reference for 
answers to Bible questions. Thousands of in­
teresting and vital points are highlighted 
throughout a year, yet you cannot possibly 
remember just where they all are to be found.

Now, with the new Watch Tower Publications 
Index, 1962, you can find all the outstanding 
points published for the entire year,.whether 
in The Watchtower, Awake! or the Yearbook of 
Jehovah's Witnesses. Send for your copy today 
and become acquainted with this rewarding aid 
in getting the most from your publications of 
the Watchtower Society. Send only 10c.

“ W A T C H T O W E R ”  STUDIES FOR TH E  W EE K S
March 17: Conduct "W orthy of the Good

News.” Page 72.
March 24: Conduct Showing Practical 'Love

of Neighbor.’ Page 79.


