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THE PURPOSE OF “THE WATCHTOWER?”

Literal towers in Bible times were elevated vantage points from which
watchmen could observe happenings, warn of danger, or announce good
news. Our magazine figuratively occupies such a vantage point, for it is
founded on the very pinnacle of wisdom, God's Word. That elevates it
above racial, national and political propagandas and prejudices, frees it from
selfish bias. It is not bound by any traditional creed, but its message advanc-
es as the light on God’s purposes and works increases.— Habakkuk 2:1-3.

It sees things Scripturally. When it observes this generation afflicted
with greed, delinquency, hypocrisy, atheism, war, famine, pestilence, perplex-
ity and fear, and persecution of unpopular minorities, it does not parrot the
old fable about history repeating itself. Informed by Bible prophecy, if seesin
these things the sign of the world’s time of the end. But with bright hope it
also sees opening up for us just beyond these woes the portals of a new world.

Thus viewed, “The Watchtower” stands as a watchman atop a tower,
alert to what is going on, awake to note signs of danger, faithful to pointout
the way of escape. It announces Jehovah's kingdom established by Christ's
enthronement in heaven, feeds his kingdom joint-heirs with spiritual food,
cheers men of good will with glorious prospects of eternal life in a paradise
earth, comforts us with the resurrection promise for the dead.

It is not dogmatic, but has a confident ring in its voice, because it is based
on God's Word. It does not privately interpret prophecy, but calls attention
to physical facts, sets them alongside prophecy, and you see for yourself how
well the two match, how accurately Jehovah interprets his own prophecy.
In the interests of our salvation, it keeps sharp and faithful focus on Bible
truth, and views religious news generally.

‘Be watchful in these perilous times,* God admonishes. So keep on the
watch by regularly reading “The Watchtower".
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IKE a seem-
L ingly unscal-
able wall a nega-
tive viewpoint can
often stand be-
tween you and the
success of an un-
dertaking. It can
cause failure in
something that
you have the abili-
ty to do. There may
be factors making it diffi-

cult for you to succeed at a task,

but the chief factor against it can be your-
self if you permit a negative viewpoint to
discourage you. It is natural to have some
doubts about your ability to do something,
but it is a grave mistake to permit those
doubts to get a hold on you so that you
fail to put forth your best efforts. The in-
fluence of a negative attitude is so strong
that even physical performance can be ad-
versely affected by it.

A weight-lifting athlete, for example,
may on one occasion succeed in pressing
over his head a weight that is a record for
him, but on another occasion he may fail
to put it up because he approaches it with
doubts. His strength seems to wane, mak-
ing the weight feel too heavy. On the pre-
vious occasion he had a confident attitude,
with the result that he seemed to be in-
fused with strength, and the weight seemed
to be light.

WHY TAKE
A
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The athlete who competes in high jump-
ing can experience the same enervating
effect of a negative attitude. It can weaken
him so that he is unable to leap over the

bar when it is at a record or near
record height for him. Such
athletes put forth their best
physical performance when
they have a confident attitude,
a feeling that they can reach
the mark for which they are
striving. Can this not also be
true of you with the things you
strive to do?

What is your attitude when
your employer gives you a hew
work assignment or a position of greater
responsibility? Do you react by thinking
the job is too big for you? Are you assailed
by doubts about your ability to handle the
assignment to the extent that you feel in-
clined to tell your employer that you can-
not handle the job? Do you allow a nega-
tive attitude to discourage you so that you

are not even willing to try?

It is not surprising that doubts about
your ability arise when you are offered a
new position of responsibility, but it is a
mistake to let them overwhelm you. Al-
though you may feel incapable of filling
the shoes of the man who had the job be-
fore you, because of his ability, experience
and mental acuteness, you should not per-
mit that feeling to become a barrier. Your
employer does not expect you to be like
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him but wants you to do the best you can.
He would not have offered you the position
if he did not think you could handle it. Do
not think about your shortcomings by com-
paring your ability and experience with
the other man; consider your assets that
qualify you for the job. Approach it with
a positive attitude and with determination
to put forth a wholehearted effort.

If you are a person who engages in ac-
tivity that involves the interests of the
Supreme Being, you can overcome the dis-
couraging effect of negative thinking by
keeping in mind that Jehovah'’s spirit will
strengthen you and help you to do what
you may feel incapable of doing in your
own strength. Fasten your mind on his
promises to be with you and to strengthen
you. What he told the Israelites can be con-
sidered as an assurance to you. “Do not be
afraid, for I am with you. Do not gaze
about, for I am your God. | will fortify
you. | will really help you. I will really
keep fast hold of you with my right hand
of righteousness.” (Isa. 41:10) With faith
in Jehovah, you can tackle your assign-
ments with vigor and confidence. Trust in
him can help you overcome a defeatist at-
titude. Did not Jesus say: “That expres-
sion, ‘If you can’! Why, all things can be
to one if he has faith” ?—Mark 9:23.

Your attitude toward an assignment has
a great bearing on your success with it
Suppose you have been given an assign-
ment to deliver a talk before an audience,
something you may never have done be-
fore. Your first reaction may be negative.
You might imagine that you cannot do it,
that you would be speechless. That is the
wrong attitude. Look at the facts. You
have a tongue; you are able to speak the
language; and you know something about
the subject, otherwise you would not have
been asked to speak. What stands in your
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way of speaking publicly but your nega-
tive attitude? Do not permit negative feel-
ings to swallow you and kill any desire to
try. Climb over that wall of negative think-
ing and make a wholehearted effort to
speak publicly and to improve your ability
by seeking training in public speaking.
Make up your mind that, if others can do
it, you can do it. Instead of saying, “I can-
not,” or, “It is too much for me,” say,
“1 will try and will do the best I can.”

When the prophet Jeremiah was given
an assignment to speak a warning to the
kingdom of Judah, he reacted with a nega-
tive viewpoint, imagining that the task was
too great for him. He said: “Alas, O Lord
Jehovah! Here | actually do not know how
to speak, for 1 am but a boy.” The assign-
ment seemed like an insurmountable bar-
rier to him. He felt defeated before he had
even attempted to fulfill it. But God re-
buked him for his negative attitude by say-
ing: “Do not say, ‘I am but a boy.” But to
all those to whom 1| shall send you, you
should go; and everything that I shall com-
mand you, you should speak. Do not be
afraid because of their faces, for ‘I am with
you to deliver you,’ is the utterance of Je-
hovah.” (Jer. 1:6-8) Jeremiah placed his
trust in Jehovah and, with Jehovah's spirit
operating upon him, he was able to do
what he at first thought he could not do.

When you are confronted with seem-
ingly insurmountable obstacles, approach
them with trust in God and with determi-
nation to put forth a wholehearted effort
to surmount them. So doing, you will be
better able to care for responsibilities, to
achieve objectives, to overcome discourag-
ing mishaps and to be of greater service
to others. Keep in mind what the apostle
Paul said: “For all things 1 have the
strength by virtue of him who imparts
power to me.”—Phil. 4:13.
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E have a fight,”

wrote the apos-

tle Paul, when he warned

Christians to put up a fight

“against the wicked spirit

forces.” Now that these

wicked spirit forces have

been hurled down to the

vicinity of the earth, the battle is more
intense than ever. (Eph. 6:12; Rev. 12:9)
What can Christians do to protect them-
selves?

One thing is to avoid anything that has
to do with the phenomena that demon
powers are producing today through many
humans. Ensnaring forms of spiritism are
numerous. Christians need to be alert,
never toying or experimenting with some-
thing that is of demon origin.

Carefully avoid all forms of spiritism,
whether it involves ouija boards, spirit me-
diums, fortune-tellers and those who diag-
nose and heal illness by witchcraft meth-
ods, whether it be the witch doctors of
Africa, the
powwow doctors of North America or
extrasensory perceivers of Europe and
elsewhere. But what about controversial
methods of diagnosing and healing that
some claim to be scientific and yet which
make use of the methods of the water di-
viner? What about water witching itself?

WATER WITCHING TODAY

Throughout the world there are thou-
sands of water diviners or dowsers; in the
United States alone there are an estimated
25,000 plying their trade, many more do-
ing- so “on their own” or for fun. When
the “gifted” dowser walks over a flow of
underground water, his rod, often a V-
shaped twig, reacts by moving upward or
downward. This movement is sometimes
so violent that diviners are unable to con-
trol the twig and it is broken to pieces.

How do dowsers explain the phenomena?
Many have no explanation. Some say that

r
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tion with the soil and stones creates static
electricity that is drawn upward toward
the clouds. They may say that dowsers
affected by this electric energy get a re-
action, and the rod moves quite independ-
ently of the conscious will of the dowser.
Some dowsers support their electric-
energy theory by saying that when they
wear rubber-soled shoes, the branch goes
gegst, the

Though some dowsers hold to the elec-
tric theory, in a study made by anthropolo-
gist Evon Z. Vogt and psychologist Ray
Hyman, the report is made that it is rare
to find anyone, believer or skeptic, who
still seriously maintains that there is a di-
rect relation between the rod and under-
ground water, especially since, whatever
the cause of the rod’s operation, it is in-
dependent of the type of rod used, claims
being made for barbed wire, coat hangers
and pendulum-type devices such as shovels,
a spool on a string, a coin on a string and
pitchforks. The writers admit the subject
is complex, and in their book Water Witch-
ing U.S.A. say: “There are sufficient un-
solved problems to challenge the physi-
ologist and the psychologist for many
decades.”

Thus while scientific research to date
does not agree that seeking water with the
use of a forked twig is based on the opera-
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tion of natural laws, this does not mean
that such researchers are absolutely cor-
rect. It may be that there are certain basic
laws of nature that are involved in it. But
enough facts are available to indicate that
the Christian attitude should be one of
caution. “We therefore conclude,” state re-
searchers Vogt and Hyman, “that water
witching is a clear-cut case of magical div-
ination in our culture.” Many persons
around the world view it similarly, and if
they are Christians they know that any
form of divination is condemned by the
Scriptures. (Deut. 18:10-12; Isa. 47:12-15)
Even if a Christian firmly believed in the
electric-energy theory, he could by his wa-
ter divining bring reproach upon his faith
and stumble others. That would be wrong.
—Phil. 1:9,10.

But with water witching there is more
involved than refraining from it so as not
to stumble others; it appears that protec-
tion from “wicked spirit forces” is also
gained by shunning it. How so0?

THE LINK TO ESP

More and more, dowsing and the divin-
ing rod are being linked to ESP, or extra-
sensory perception, the power to produce
spiritistic phenomena. In fact, noted Brit-
ish scientist Sir William Barrett not only
rejected the common theories for water
witching but in effect linked it to ESP. He
wrote, as a joint author, that the “dowser
is a person endowed with a subcon-
scious supernormal faculty, which, its na-
ture being unknown, we call, after Pro-
fessor Richet, cryptesthesia. By means of
this cryptesthesia, knowledge of whatever
object is searched for enters the dowser’s
subconscious and is revealed by means of

an unconscious muscular reaction.”*
There have been a number of more re-
cent links to ESP. The British dowser John
* The Divining Rod: An Experimental and Psycho-

logical Investigation, Sir William Barrett and Theodore
Besterman.
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Pimms claims that he often possesses
knowledge of the location in which water
will later be found before he starts his
actual dowsing. The French dowser Abbe
Bouly states that when he is engaged in
dowsing he often receives a visual impres-
sion of an underground stream. This is
similar to the impressions received by
extrasensory perceivers when they obtain
hidden knowledge. In fact, a noted British
extrasensory perceiver specializing in clair-
voyance and psychometry or object-reading
says:

“On one occasion, E.S.P. turned me into a
water diviner and | proved rather more
successful than a professional geologist. . . .

I had a strong E.S.P. impression and led
[a farmer] to a certain spot. ... | remember
that the impressions in this case interpreted
themselves to my conscious mind with the

sound of a stream trickling. ... | walked
straight to the spot.”—Clock Without Hands.

Thus writers on ESP phenomena often
include dowsing or the divining rod in
their books or articles. One reason they do
this is because of the success of map-
dowsing. In this operation the dowser holds
his twig or pendulum over a map and by
its reaction finds water. Noted American
dowser Henry Gross, whether holding his
forked twig over a map or directly over
land, simply talks to it, and the twig re-
sponds. Kenneth Roberts writes about this:

“He raises his rod and asks (either silently

or aloud), Where is the nearest vein of
water from the spot on which | stand?* He
then turns slowly, with his rod poised before
him. When the rod turns violently forward
and downward, he is facing the nearest spot
of the nearest vein. Then, unless he wishes
to walk to that spot, he asks further
guestions until he has learned all he wishes
to know about the vein. . . . When Henry
dowses a map or a sketch of a piece of land
from a distance, the operation is essentially
the same.”—The Seventh Sense.

Not only is the success of map dowsing
a most serious objection to the electric-
energy theory but so is the fact that dows-
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ing methods are used to find many hidden
things. Some prospect for oil or gold; if the
forked twig is not used, the dowser may
carry only a small bottle of oil or a gold
coin—not that this is needed, since a scrap
of paper with the words “gold” or “oil” will
often act as a “directive.” According to
experienced dowser K. W. Merrylees, the
only limits to the use of dowsing methods
are the limits which are imposed by the
dowser’'s own mind. He says: “Whatever
special line a dowser may seek to follow,
water, minerals, missing people or dis-
eases and treatment, none will surely suc-
ceed unless he or she possesses sensitivity
of mind, experience and confidence.”
Those who have experience and “sensi-
tivity” may use their rod or pendulum to
find missing people or even criminals.
Many accounts of this use of the rod are
found in
of Dowsers. An account of a dowser’s
tracking down a criminal appears in the
book The Extra-Sensory Mind, which re-
ports that the dowser took his rod into a
cellar where a killing had taken place. The
rod began to swirl violently in his hand.
Guided by its movements, the dowser
tracked down the murderer into southern
France. When searching for a missing per-
son, some object belonging to that person
will act as a “directive.” This is similar to
the ESP method of divining called psy-
chometry; rather than merely touch the
object, the dowser places the rod over the
object and is guided by its reaction.
Wicked spirit powers have clearly taken
advantage of some who use the divining
rod. Though one cannot dogmatically say
that all who have picked up a forked twig
have been under demon control, would a
Christian indulge in something he knows
the demons are using to ensnare people?
For his own protection, as well as not to
be a cause of stumbling, the true Christian
would want to refrain from water witching.

SKeWATCHTOWER.
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PSYCHIC HEALING, RADIESTHESIA,
RADIONICS

When the methods of the dowser are
used to diagnose and treat illness, the
forked twig is replaced by the pendulum.
But some, as in the case of a few dowsers,
feel sensations in their hands and thus rely
on sensations alone. So the methods vary
considerably, from the mere touch of the
hand, the use of a pendulum to the use of
complicated machines. The practice is gen-
erally embraced by the term radiesthesia,
literally meaning “sensitivity to radia-
tions.” The Catholic priests of France were
leaders in extending the use of the pendu-
lum to such things as selecting remedies
and for estimating the dosage required.

Radiesthesia, which is now very wide-
spread, is believed by many to be a form
of psychic healing. Psychic healers do not

TheJournal of the British Ssiesgarily use gadgets. Just as the extra-

sensory perceiver can find water without
the dowser’s rod so can he diagnose with-
out the radiesthetist’s pendulum. “Some
marvelous cures have been achieved by
psychics,” claims a noted woman extra-
sensory perceiver. “l have been aware of
disease before it was officially diagnosed:
I have seen cancer, for example, before it
became apparent to doctors.”* Thus not
all psychic healers go into a trance, though
some do. Noteworthy in this regard is the
fact that before Mrs. Piper became a spirit
medium, she visited a psychic healer. Dur-
ing her second visit to the “psychic” she
went into a trance and later could do this
at will. Thus she was launched on her
spiritistic career.

It is significant that some radiesthetists
find missing people in the spiritistic or psy-
chometric manner. One example involves
a missing girl. When the radiesthetist
placed his pendulum over her photograph,
he announced: ‘Your daughter is dead.

G;rféﬁ Sense and Nonsense of Prophecy, Elleen \]
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She was probably strangled. Her body is in
Lake Lugano at a depth of so many metres
and at such a distance from S.’s house. He
is her murderer.” Later the public prose-
cutor “declared at a legal conference that
without the co-operation of the Radies-
thetist K. the crime would never have been
discovered.”— The Extra-Sensory Mind.

If the “psychic” element seems predomi-
nant in radiesthesia, what about radionics?

This is the term used to denote the branch
of radiesthesia in which the water-
diviner's pendulum is replaced by or in-
corporated into an elaborate machine.
What do the machines do? Some practi-
tioners claim amazing results by “tuning
in” to the radiations or wave lengths of
diseases. The problem here is that radio
engineers and others who have tested some
machines cannot find any reason why they
should work. One radio engineer could not
determine “any kind of energy or vibration
frequency on the detector plate” of an
elaborate machine. Moreover, news items
sometimes tell about the seizure by au-
thorities of these machines because they
say that in themselves such machines can-
not diagnose and treat illness. An example
appears in the July, 1962, issue of Elec-
tronic Industries:

“Electronic ‘quackery’ got another blast
from the Food and Drug Administration.
Seven types of exotieally named—but worth-
less-electronic diagnosing and treatment
devices were banned by the Federal Court.

. . The gaudy machines, carrying an im-
pressive array of lights, rows of switches,
control knobs and electrodes, carried such
names as ‘Neurolinometer,” the ‘Electron-
O-Ray 51, the ‘Radioclast Model 40. All
were found completely ineffective in the
treatment of any disease.”

Though the operators usually claim a
scientific basis for the machines, many au-
thorities say they do not work. Who is
right? Are the authorities prejudiced? Are
the benefits gained mainly psychological?
Is it just quackery? Do those operators
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who claim amazing results obtain it be-
cause they are “gifted” and others are not?
The issue is fiercely controversial. Emerg-
ing from the controversy are indications
of the psychic element. An eminent British
physician, Dr. Kenneth Walker, after an
examination of radiesthesia, wrote:

“Whatever may be the truth about these
elaborate instruments used in radionics there
can be no doubt that the mind of the
operator plays a dominant part in the results
obtained from them. . . . Many people are
now coming to the conclusion that the
instrument merely acts as an aid or as a
guide to the psychic factors ... of the
operator. . . . The majority of radiesthesia
practitioners prefer to have their patients
present in person . . . but if need be, the
presence of the patient can be dispensed
with. . . . The practitioner of radiesthesia,
or of radionics, makes use of a drop of the
absent patient’'s blood, or of his saliva, in
order to preserve this connexion with him.
It is true that the expert in radionics tunes
into the 'wave length’ or the frequency of
this drop of blood by turning the vulcanite
knobs of an elaborate machine but the
principle used is still the same as the prin-
ciple . . . used in ancient sympathetic magic.
So also has this method of diagnosing illness
much in common with the particular form
of extra-sensory perception known as psy-
chometry.”—The Extra-Sensory Mind.

Though every operator of a machine
used in radionics cannot be said to be psy-
chic, it appears that some are. Because of
this link to ESP, the true Christian would
not want to risk playing into the hands of
demons, and thus wisely refrains from any
manner of diagnosing or healing that
arouses suspicions of spiritism.

For the sake of protection, then, the true
Christian will want to avoid all those
things that not only lack a known scien-
tific basis but do have a known link to
ESP or spiritism. Seek Jehovah with your
whole heart, never denying his power by
disobedience, so that you may have divine
protection from “wicked spirit forces.”



N THE year 2 B.C.E. Jo-
I seph the son of Jacob
and his pregnant wife, Mary
the daughter of Heli, sub-
jected themselves to the de-
cree of the Roman emperor
Caesar Augustus. They had
themselves registered in
their native city in Judea.
So it occurred that her son,
Jesus Christ, was born in Bethlehem. This
was according to the will of Jesus’ heaven-
ly Father, Jehovah God, who had foretold
his Son’s birth there through the prophet
Micah seven centuries in advance. (Mic.
5:2; Matt. 1:1, 16, 18; Luke 2:1-7; 3:23)
Thus subjection to the political powers in
this regard did not work contrary to God's
will and purpose, even though the Jews in
Palestine were still subject to the Ten Com-
mandments and other laws that Jehovah
God had given them through his prophet
Moses.

“"Wlw?

“Letevery soul be in subjection to the superior
authorities, for there is no authority except
by Godthe existing authorities stand placed
in their relative positions by God.“—Rom. 13:1.

22:15-22) Neither the pro-Empire Jews
nor the anti-Empire Jews could find fault
with this rule.

3 The Caesars of the Roman Empire per-

ished with that empire long ago, but what
was represented by Caesar in those words
spoken by Jesus nineteen centuries ago
still remains—not just imperialism and co-
lonialism, but political government of this
world. This is true even since A.D. 1914,
when the Gentile Times or “the appointed
times of the nations” ended, just as Jesus
foretold in his prophecy on the end of this

2 As the Jews were under God's superiofvorldly system of things. (Luke 21:5-7,

law, they had to adjust themselves to the
law of the imperial government that was
then controlling the land of Judah and
Galilee, keeping order and collecting tax
and tribute. The perfect rule for making
this adjustment was stated by Jesus Christ
to a group of Jews, some of whom were in
favor of the Roman Empire and others of
whom were against it. Jesus said to them:
“Pay back, therefore, Caesar’'s things to
Caesar, but God's things to God.” (Matt.

1. How did the subjection of Joseph and Mary to the
political powers of the world work out in harmony
with God’'s will and prophecy?

2. Between what two sets of laws did the Jews have to
make an adjustment, and what perfect rule for this
did Jesus state to them?

681

24) Hence the guiding rule as stated by
Jesus must still be respected and obeyed
today, particularly by dedicated, baptized
Christians such as Jehovah's witnesses are.
Not only the nations still exist, but God
also still exists, and all the nations on
earth are on judgment before him since
1914. Persons who are sheeplike in dispo-
sition toward God will follow the rule to
pay back to Caesar only Caesar’s things
but to God all God’'s things. As Christian
apostles, Paul and Peter stuck to this rule
and wrote in support of it—Matt. 25:31-40.

3. Why must Christians still obey that perfect rule in
spite of what the year 1914 has meant?
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JAbout the year 56 Paul wrote to the
Christian congregation in the very capital
of the Roman Empire. In chapter thirteen
of his letter he especially dealt with this
point in dispute. This was more than two
hundred years before so-called Christen-
dom came into existence (in the fourth
century). Paul wrote in the midst of the
pagan Roman Em-
pire, before there
were so-called Chris-
tian kings claiming to
rule by divine right
and “by the grace of
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later, there is controversy over what Paul
meant, as recently forced onto the world’'s
attention by a religious happening in di-
vided Germany.*

'Paul wrote “to all those who are in
Rome as God'’s beloved ones, called to be
holy ones,” and so he wrote for the benefit
of the Christian congregation. (Rom. 1:7)

But not all the things
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the congregation or
outside? For one
thing, the verses lead-
ing up to chapter
thirteen will help us
to determine this. We
must remember that
Paul did not divide
his letter up into
verses and chapters;
he wrote it as a let-
ter, not as a modern
book or modern-style
Bible. We have no

yet do Christians owe
anything to such ex-
isting rulers who
have control of the
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Vatican Manuscript No. 1209, showing text from end
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proof that he divided
off what is now chap-
ter 13:1-7 from what

of Romans 12:10 into 13:8

land, yes, too, of the

land of Palestine and its city of Jeru-
salem? For the sake of Christianity the
Roman congregation had to be clear on
this controversial matter and to act with
their conscience enlightened. In his letter
to them Paul dealt thoughtfully with the
matter. Certainly he made himself clear
to them and they understood what he

wrote. And yet today, nineteen centuries

4. (a) When and to whom did Paul write about this
point in dispute, and so with reference to what rulers?
(b) Did the receivers of his letter understand Paul,
and what about Christians today?

precedes. So, in or-
der to get the introductory context, let us
read, without interruption, from what is
now chapter 12:17 through chapter 13:7,
as follows:

* See the book The Powers That Be, by the clergy-
man Dr. Clinton D. Morrison, first published in Great
Britain in 1960. Also, the book God and Caesar in
East Germany, by Richard W. Solberg, published in
1961. See the magazine Awakel, as of August S, 1960,
pages 12-15.

5 6. (a) For whose benefit did Paul write Romans
13:1-7, but what question arises in this connection?
(b) What will help us to get to the right answer to
the question, and so what do we now do?
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6“Return evil for evil to no one. Provide
fine things in the sight of all men. If pos-
sible, as far as it depends upon you, be
peaceable with all men. Do not avenge
yourselves, beloved, but yield place to the
wrath; for it is written: ‘Vengeance is
mine; | will repay, says Jehovah.” But, ‘if
your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is
thirsty, give him something to drink; for
by doing this you will heap fiery coals
upon his head.” Do not let yourself be con-
quered by the evil, but keep conquering the
evil with the good. Let every soul be in sub-
jection to the superior authorities, for
there is no authority except by God; the
existing authorities stand placed in their
relative positions by God. Therefore he
who opposes the authority has taken a
stand against the arrangement of God;
those who have taken a stand against it
will receive judgment to themselves. For
those ruling are an object of fear, not to
the good deed, but to the bad. Do you,
then, want to have no fear of the authori-
ty? Keep doing good, and you will have
praise from it; for it is God’s minister to
you for your good. But if you are doing
what is bad, be in fear: for it is not with-
out purpose that it bears the sword; for
it is God’s minister, an avenger to express
wrath upon the one practicing what is bad.
There is therefore compelling reason for
you people to be in subjection, not only on
account of that wrath but also on account
of your conscience. For that is why you
are also paying taxes; for they are God’s
public servants constantly serving this
very purpose. Render to all their dues, to
him who calls for the tax, the tax; to him
who calls for the tribute, the tribute; to
him who calls for fear, such fear; to him
who calls for honor, such honor.”

7From the above reading it is plain that
in the last five verses of chapter twelve

7. According to the introductory context, where, logi-

cally, do the “superior authorities” have their setting?
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Paul is telling God's holy ones how to con-
duct themselves among men outside the
Christian congregation, “all men,” includ-
ing even an enemy who does evil to Chris-
tians, hence an individual found outside
the congregation, not inside. Then, right
afterward, Paul passes on to his discus-
sion of the “superior authorities,” and thus
has his sights focused on, not what is in-
side the congregation, but what is outside
it. So the “superior authorities” have their
setting logically in the world outside the
congregation.* Certainly we cannot close
our eyes to the fact that there are authori-
ties outside the Christian congregation.

8 Although the congregation was
Rome, Paul wrote to it in Greek, not in
Latin. The Greek word that Paul used for
“authority” was
ancient Greek Septuagint translation of
the Hebrew Scriptures were quite familiar
with that word
gan rulerships or dominion. (See Daniel
7.6, 14, 17; 11:5.) Even Satan the Devil
claimed authority. When he tried to tempt
Jesus Christ with world rulership and do-
minion, he said to Jesus: “I will give you
all this authority [exousm] and the glory
of them, because it has been delivered to
me, and to whomever | wish | give it.” But
Jesus refused to bargain with God’s chief
enemy for worldly authority. (Luke 4:6-8)
Later, when pleading with Jesus to cure
his manservant, a Roman centurion in Ca-
pernaum used words found in Romans
13:1 and said: “Just say the word and my
manservant will be healed. For I too am
a man placed under authority, having sol-
diers under me, and | say to this one, ‘Be
on your way! and he is on his way.”
—Matt. 8:5-9; Luke 7:8.

* See The Divine Plan of the Ages, by Chas. T.
Russell, published in 1886, pages 250 (if 1), 266 (till 1, 2).
Also The Time Is at Hand (1889), page 81.

8. (a) What was the original word that Paul wrote
down for “authority,” and to whom was this word
also applied? (b) How was this word used by Satan
the Devil and by a Roman centurion in Capernaum?

exousiaReaders of

exousmas applying to
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WORLDLY AUTHORITIES
9When forewarning his disciples about
persecution by enemies of Christianity, Je-
sus said: “When they bring you in before
public assemblies and government officials
and authorities, do not become anxious
about how or what you will speak in de-
fense.” (Luke 12:11) The Jewish religious
leaders sent men pretending to be right-
eous to talk to Jesus, “in order that they
might catch him in speech, so as to turn
him over to the government and to the
authority of the governor,” says Luke 20:
20. When Jesus yielded himself up to ar-
rest in the garden of Gethsemane, he said
to his enemies: “This is your hour and the
authority of darkness.” (Luke 22:53; Col.
1:13) What did Governor Pontius Pilate
do with Jesus? “After ascertaining that
he was from the jurisdiction [exomm] of
Herod, he sent him on to Herod.” (Luke
23:7) In harmony with this authority of
worldly governors, Jesus had previously
said to his apostles: “The kings of the na-
tions lord it over them, and those having
authority over them are called Benefac-
tors. You, though, are not to be that way.”
(Luke 22:25, 26) And the last book of the
Bible, which foretells events of our own
day, tells of ten symbolic kings and says:
“They do receive authority as kings one
hour with the wild beast. These have one
thought, and so they give their power and
authority to the wild beast.” (Rev. 17:12,
13) So all these are worldly “authorities.”
IOHowever, someone may object, In Ro-
mans 13:1 Paul calls the authorities “su-
perior,” and does not that expression lift
those authorities out of this world? Can
any authorities be “superior” to God? No;
but Paul reminds us that those “authori-
ties” are, despite their being “superior,”
9. What use did Jesus and his enemies make of this
word as referring to worldly authorities?
10. Does the adjective “superior” applied to those

“authorities” lift them out of this world, and what
determines our answer to the question?
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subject to God. How so? Paul says: “There
is no authority except by God; the existing
authorities stand placed in their relative
positions [by whom?] by God.” If God
placed them in a position relative to him-
self and to one another, then such “supe-
rior authorities” must be subject to God,
who is the Most High. (Luke 6:35; Acts
7:48; Heb. 7:1) “Superior,” according to
the Greek verbal participle used by Paul,
means “holding over; being higher (or,
better); overtopping; being prominent
above,” and not necessarily supreme. Let
us note other uses of this Greek verb.

Nin 1 Timothy 2:1, 2, when discussing
prayers involving all sorts of men, Paul
says that prayers should be “made con-
cerning all sorts of men, concerning kings
and all those wh