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THE PURPOSE OF

"THE WATCHTOWER'™

Literal towers in Bible times were elevated vantage points from which
watchmen could observe happenings, warn of danger, or announce good
news. Our magazine figuratively occupies such a vantage point, for it is
founded on the very pinnacle of wisdom, God’s Word. That elevates it
above racial, national and political propagandas and prejudices, frees it from
selfish bias. It is not bound by any traditional creed, but its message advanc-
es as the light on God’s purposes and works increases.— Habakkuk 2:1-3.

It sees things Scripturally. When

it observes this generation afflicted

with greed, delinquency, hypocrisy, atheism, war, famine, pestilence, perplex-
ity and fear, and persecution of unpopular minorities, it does not parrot the
old fable about history repeating itself. Informed by Bible prophecy, it sees in
these things the sign of the world’s time of the end. But with bright hope it
also sees opening up for us just beyond these woes the portals of a new world.

Thus viewed, "The Watchtower” stands as a watchman atop a tower,
alert to what is goina on, awake to note signs of danger, faithful to point out
the way of escape. It announces Jehovah’'s kingdom established by Christ’s
enthronement in heaven, feeds his kingdom joint-heirs with spiritual food,
cheers men of good will with glorious prospects of eternal life in a paradise
earth, comforts us with the resurrection promise for the dead.

It is not dogmatic, but has a confident ring in its voice, because it is
based on God’'s Word. It does not privately interpret prophecy, but calls at-
tention to physical facts, sets them alongside prophecy, and you see for your-
self how well the two match, how accurately Jehovah interprets his own
prophecy. In the interests of our salvation, it keeps sharp and faithful focus
on Bible truth, and views religious news generally.

'Be watchful in these perilous times,” God admonishes. So keep on the
watch by regularly reading "The Watchtower”.
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YOU KeepYourWord?

ID you ever have a person ask you

for money and give you his solemn
word that he would positively repay you
on a specific day, then for some reason
never keep his word? Have you a neigh-
bor who borrows sugar, pots and pans and
other items with a promise to return them
later, yet never does? What about persons
who are never punctual for appointments,
never on time for work; people who some-
how never keep their word? What do you
think of such persons? Or are you one of
them?

Invariably disappointment follows a bro-
ken promise. We feel let down, because we
expect more of intelligent people. We want
them to be persons of their word, and
X'ightly so.

Man, by virtue of his being a creation
of God, made in the image and likeness of
his Creator, is expected to reflect the
qualities of his Maker Jehovah, who is a
God of truth, a God of his word. Of Jeho-
vah Captain Joshua said: “Not one word
out of all the good words that Jehovah
your God has spoken to you has failed.”
“Not a promise failed out of all the good
promise that Jehovah had made.” (Josh.
23:14; 21:45) Of himself Jehovah stated:
“My word that goes forth from my mouth

. . will not return to me without results.”
(Isa. 55:11; 46:11) Therefore, we can
count on God. He has built for himself a
good reputation for dependability, because
he is a God of his word. Can the same be
said of you?

Jesus Christ called on men to imitate
God, saying: “Let your word Yes mean
Yes, your No, No; for what is in excess of
these is from the wicked one.” “You must
accordingly be perfect, as your heavenly
Father is perfect.” (Matt. 5:37, 48) Our
being creatures of God is a compelling rea-
son for us to be creatures of our word, for
by our words we either honor or dishonor
our Maker. We also harm ourselves if we
do not keep our word.

When the United States Congressional
investigators probed into the television
quiz programs in 1959, they uncovered
what was called one of the worst frauds
perpetrated on the American public in re-
cent years. The whole nation was hurt and
bewildered by the disclosures. This be-
cause trusted men proved false to their
word. Columbia Broadcasting System'’s
president, Frank Stanton, admitted that
the integrity of all broadcasting had been
challenged, and that “it is doubtful if the
industry will ever completely recover from
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the loss of public confidence.” So great
was the loss when men proved false to
their word!

People who do not keep their word are
untrustworthy. They lack forthrightness.
Doubt and suspicion are born in their
words. A cup of sugar not returned may
be a small thing, but soon small things
develop into big things. Little atoms make
big mountains. Unkept promises breed ir-
responsibility, negligence and sloppy hab-
its. Soon words lose meaning, contracts
and solemn agreements are not honored.
If a man does not honor a publicly an-
nounced engagement to get married, for
example, can he be trusted to respect sol-
emn engagements in God’s organization?
Hardly. If there are no valid reasons for
breaking an engagement, then that man
is untrue to his word. He is not a man of
his word, and therefore not worthy of re-
sponsibility.

God holds man to his word. “Whenever
you vow a vow to God, do not hesitate to
pay it, for there is no delight in the stupid
ones. What you vow, pay.” (Eccl. 5:4)
This can be a dedication vow, a marriage
vow, or any vow made to God. In the mar-
riage vow the couple promise, not only to
accept each other as husband and wife,
but also to love and cherish each other in
accordance with the divine law as outlined
in the Holy Scriptures. Are you keeping
your word? The large number of divorces,
separations, desertions and breach-of-
promise suits is ample proof that many are
not.

Local customs often make men untrue
to their word. For an example, at a recent
wedding, the minister waited. The bride-
groom waited. The guests waited. The wed-
ding was scheduled for three o’clock, but
the bride did not show up until five! She
could have been ready at three, but cus-
tom dictated that she be late. However,
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sometime later, when the husband was un-
avoidably delayed a few minutes from
keeping an appointment with her, she felt
irked. For pleasant relations, we should
keep our word.

Some people have a custom of inviting
people to dinner when they do not mean it.
The guest is expected to decline the offer
politely. However, one not acquainted with
the custom may accept the invitation,
much to the embarrassment of all present.
Such show of “hospitality” is nothing but
hypocrisy. It is not honest and it is unfair.

Say what you mean and mean what you
say. “Let your word mean Yes, your
No, No.” Do not invite people to have a
meal with you if you do not have food in
the house. Do not ask them to spend the
night if you do not mean it. Be persons of
your word. Customs may be fine, but when
they make a liar of you, then it is time
for a change.

We expect children to be forthright with
their words, but are parents when speak-
ing to them? Do you promise to spank, and
not spank? Do you “say but do not per-
form,” as Jesus said the scribes and Phari-
sees did? Does your Yes mean Yes and
your No, No, to your child? Or are you
more like the father who said to his son:
“You positively, absolutely can’'t go to the
movie today and that's final—unless your
mother says you can”? Keep your word
if you want your children to respect you.
—Matt. 23:3.

Do not try to copy the world around
you, for it has become schooled in the art
of subtleties and circumlocutions. Keep
your word. If, due to circumstances beyond
your control, you see that you cannot, then
immediately inform persons involved and
explain why. Be truthful in your speech.
By all means, keep your word.—2 Cor.
6:4-7.



OU are
JL apostates!
You are not Chris-
tians! You do not be-
lieve in the divinity
of Christ!” Thus
shouted the elderly
prominent clergy-
man. What had
brought on this
emotional outburst?
His chance meeting
with two young
Christian ministers,
Jehovah's witnesses.
This true-life inci-
dent, which took
place on a streamlin-
er between two ma-
jor United States cit-
ies, is typical of how
strongly some pro-
fessed Christians feel
about the subject of the divinity of Christ.
Just what is meant by the “divinity of
Christ” ? Apparently there is considerable
confusion on the subject, even among those
belonging to denominations teaching it. As
with many other teachings of the Bible,
religious leaders have gone to extremes.
On the one hand there are those that argue
that Jesus Christ never was more than a
mere human, and on the other hand the
trinitarians argue that he always existed
and always was divine. The Bible truth, as
we shall see, lies about halfway between
these two extremes. The Word of God
shows that Jesus Christ was at one time,
in his prehuman existence, a spirit, that he
became wholly human upon coming to
earth, and that upon his resurrection he
again became a spirit, now endowed with
an incorruptible organism and receiving
immortal life.

CHRIST'S PREHUMAN EXISTENCE
Was Christ never more than a mere hu-

Whatdoes the

BIBLE
teach about the

Is Christ God? Or ivas he never more than

a mere human? The Bible answer makes sense*

man, or did he have
a prehuman exist-
ence? He himself ex-
plicitly answered
these questions, for
he repeatedly testi-
fied to the fact of his
prehuman existence
and to his having
come down from
heaven: “No one has
ascended into heav-
en but he who de-
scended from heaven,
the Son of man.” “I
am the living bread
which came down
from heave n”
“Truly, truly, | say
to you, before Abra-
ham was, | am.” “Fa-
ther, glorify thou me
in thy own presence
with the glory which | had with thee be-
fore the world was made.” “The words
of the Amen, the faithful and true witness,
the beginning of God’'s creation.”—John
3:13; 6:51; 8:58; 17:5; Rev. 3:14.*
Jesus’ disciples testified to the same ef-
fect: “In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God . ..” “All things
were made through him, and without him
was not anything made that was made.”
“Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the
form of God, did not count equality with
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied
himself, taking the form of a servant, be-
ing born in the likeness of men.” “His be-
loved Son, in whom we have redemption,
the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of
the invisible God, the first-born of all crea-
tion ... He is before all things.” “We see
Jesus, who for a little while was made low-
er than the angels, . . . that by the grace
* Quotations are from the Revised Standard Version,

to show that the position here taken does not depend
upon a certain translation.
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of God he might taste death for every one.”
So if we believe the Bible to be God's in-
spired Word, we have no alternative but to
accept its testimony as to Christ's actually
having had a prehuman existence.—John
1:1, 3; Phil. 2:5-7; Col. 1:13-17; Heb. 2:9.

NOT DIVINE OR A GOD WHILE ON EARTH

Just as the Bible clearly shows that Je-
sus Christ had a prehuman existence as a
glorious spirit, so it is equally unambigu-
ous as to Jesus Christ as being wholly a
human from his birth until his resurrec-
tion from the dead. Thus the apostle John
tells us that “the Word became flesh.” Not
part flesh and part God, not merely clothed
with flesh, but became or now was flesh.
Likewise the apostle Paul testifies that
“God sent forth his Son, born of woman,
born under the law.” If he had been part
God and part human it could not have been
said that he had been “made lower than
the angels.” And the apostle Peter states
that “Christ also died for sins once for all,
... being put to death in the flesh but made
alive in the spirit.”—John 1:14; Gal. 4:4;
Heb. 2:9; 1 Pet. 3:18.

If Jesus Christ had been both God and
man at the same time, would it have been
necessary for him to pray to God for help,
as he repeatedly did? “Father, all things
are possible to thee; remove this cup from
me; yet not what | will, but what thou
wilt.” “In the days of his flesh, Jesus of-
fered up prayers and supplications, with
loud cries and tears, to him who was able
to save him from death, and he was heard
for his godly fear. Although he was a Son,
he learned obedience through what he suf-
fered; and being made perfect he became
the source of eternal salvation to all who
obey him.”—Mark 14:36; Heb. 5:7-9.

If Jesus had been both God and man
while on earth, how could he have been
tested as are human creatures? Yet this
he was. “For we have not a high priest
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who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but one who in every respect
has been tempted as we are, yet without
sinning.” Only because he was truly hu-
man could he experience what humans ex-
perience and so become a sympathetic high
priest.—Heb. 4:15.

Nor is that all. Jesus came as “the Lamb
of God, who takes away the sin of the
world!” To this end he “gave himself as a
ransom,” that is, a corresponding price,
to redeem, to buy back what Adam had
lost for the human race. Adam was not a
God-man, he was not an incarnation. God’s
justice required “life for life,” and so we
read that “as in Adam all die, so also in
Christ shall all be made alive.”—John 1:
29; 1 Tim. 2:6; Deut. 19:21; 1 Cor. 15:22.

READING INTO TEXTS MORE THAN
THEY SAY

Many, many are the texts that are cited
by those who hold that Jesus Christ al-
ways has been divine and is, in fact, a
member of a trinity, equal in essence, glo-
ry and duration with his Father. But al-
most invariably when we examine these
texts we find that they are credited with
saying far more than they actually do. For
example, the texts previously cited prov-
ing that Jesus did have a prehuman exist-
ence are adduced as proof that Jesus was
God Jehovah or equal to his Father; yet
not one of them even intimates such a
thing.

In the same way the texts that tell of
Jehovah using the pronoun “us” are used
as an argument for the equality of the
prehuman Jesus, the Logos, with his Fa-
ther. But the mere fact that God uses this
pronoun does not prove that he was speak-
ing to an equal. At best, it can merely im-
ply that among all the heavenly creatures
there was one that occupied a preferred
position in relation to God Jehovah; and
this is exactly how the Scriptures present
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the matter. The Word, the Logos, was Je-
hovah's intimate, his chief Deputy, Spokes-
man or Messenger before he came to earth.
—Gen. 1:26; 11:7; Prov. 8:30; Isa. 63:9;
John 1:3.

Then again, the fact that the Father,
Son and holy spirit were present at Jesus’
baptism, were mentioned in the commis-
sion Jesus gave his followers to “make
disciples of all nations” and by Paul in one
of his closing benedictions cannot, by any
stretch of the imagination, be used to ar-
gue that the three must be persons co-
equal in glory, substance and eternity, as
is almost invariably argued by trinitarians.
Such is reading far more into such texts
than they actually say. Surely, one who
had never heard of the trinity would never,
from these texts, get the trinity idea.
—Matt. 3:16, 17; 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14.

It is also reading too much into Bible
texts to claim that because they tell of
Jesus performing miracles and being raised
from the dead they prove that “Christ is
God,” as did Roman Catholic priest F. X.
Cronin, preaching at St. Patrick’'s Cathe-
dral; or to say that because of these facts
Jesus was either “God ... or the greatest
fraud that ever lived!” as did a Knights
of Columbus advertisement.—New York
Times, February 1, 1960.

It was not at all necessary for Jesus to
be divine or God to perform the miracles
he did. Moses and many other prophets of
old performed amazing miracles without
being God, and so did Jesus’ disciples. So
Jesus’ miracles and his resurrection from
the dead cannot be used as proof that he
was God. As for his being a fraud if he
were not God, let it be noted that at no
time did Jesus claim to be God, to be the
same as his Father. The most he ever
claimed for himself was that he was the
Son of God; in a unique sense, it is true,
but not God himself, only the Son of God.
—John 10:36.
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Micah 5:2 is another text into which
too much is read by those believing in the
trinity. According to the King James Ver-
sion it prophetically speaks of Jesus as the
one “whose goings forth have been from
of old, from everlasting.” Because only Je-
hovah is from everlasting it is argued that
Jesus is Jehovah God. But again, not so.
The Hebrew word here rendered “everlast-
ing,” is
nite period of time. It is used at Numbers
25:13 to apply to the Levitical priesthood,
which did last for an indefinite period of
time, coming to its end more than 1900
years ago. Other translations of Micah 5:
2 therefore read: “Whose origin is from
of old, from ancient days.” (RS) “Whose
origin is from early times, from the days
of time indefinite.”— N

The title “Mighty God” applied to Jesus
Christ at Isaiah 9:6 is also used to prove
that Jesus is God, because lIsaiah 10:21
and Jeremiah 32:18 speak of Jehovah God
as “mighty God.” But here again too much
is read into the texts. Only the superlatives
and the infinites can dogmatically be lim-
ited to Jehovah, such as “the Most High.”
Jesus is a god, a mighty god, and so is
Jehovah a God, a mighty God. But addi-
tionally, Jehovah is the mighty God and
also the God Almighty. The term in the
Hebrew, el
limited to Jehovah, but the term el
dai, “God Almighty,” is.—Gen. 17:1.

“Before me no god was formed, nor
shall there be any after me.” (Isa. 43:10)
More is also read into this text than it
warrants by those who use it to prove that
Jesus Christ is equal with God. The claim
is made that this text proves that Jesus
could not have been created by God but
must have existed from eternity, other-
wise he would have been a god that came
after God, and God says that there shall
be no god after him. Such an argument,
however, shows a misunderstanding of the

oldm,and simply means an indefi-

gibbor,“mighty God,” is not
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text. The point Jehovah is here making is
that he had no predecessors, before him
no god existed. How could there be a god
before him, since he always was? Neither
will there be any god after him, that is,
he will never have any successors, because
he will always be the Supreme Sovereign,
Jehovah God. That God Jehovah did pro-
duce other gods, the Scriptures show: “I
say, ‘You are gods, sons of the Most High,
all of you; nevertheless, you shall die like
men, and fall like any prince.” ” So also the
Logos was a god created by Jehovah.—Ps.
82:6, 7.

SUBORDINATION UNEQUIVOCALLY TAUGHT

Far from the Scriptures teaching that
Jesus Christ is a coequal deity, a God equal
to Jehovah God, they continually show
that he is inferior to his Father. He him-
self said: “The Father is greater than I.”
And even after his resurrection he referred
to Jehovah, not as his equal, but as his God,
saying to Mary: “Go to my brethren and
say to them, | am ascending to my Father
and your Father, to my God and your
God.” Jehovah is the Father and God of
Jesus, but is Jesus the Father and God of
Jehovah? No.-John 14:28; 20:17.

In particular does the apostle Paul show
the distinction between Jehovah and Jesus
Christ. He did not teach that God and
Christ are equals, but clearly reiterated
time and again that Jesus occupies an in-
ferior position: “For us there is one God,
the Father, from whom are all things and
for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus
Christ, through whom are all things and
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through whom we exist.” Further, he
shows that even as “all things are yours,”
so “you are Christ's; and Christ is God’s.”
Yes, even as Christians belong to their
Head and Master, Jesus Christ, so Jesus
Christ belongs to his Head and Master,
Jehovah God.—1 Cor. 8:6; 3:21, 23.

Referring to the same thing, the apostle
farther on states: “The head of every man
is Christ, the head of a woman is her hus-
band, and the head of Christ is God.” What
could be clearer than that? And that this
relationship will continue throughout eter-
nity is apparent from the apostle Paul’s
further words: “Then comes the end, when
[Christ] delivers the kingdom to God the
Father after destroying every rule and
every authority and power. When all
things are subjected to him, then the Son
himself will also be subjected to him who
put all things under him, that God may be
everything to every one.”—1 Cor. 11:3;
15:24, 28.

In view of the foregoing, what may
briefly be said in answer to the question:
What does the Bible say about the divinity
of Christ? That there was a time when
Jesus was not; that before he was bom of
Mary he had an existence in heaven as a
glorious spirit creature, the Word, a god;
that upon coming to earth he was wholly
a human, not more, not less than perfect
Adam as far as his nature was concerned;
and that since his resurrection he is a
mighty, glorious divine spirit, incorruptible
and immortal; that never at any time has
Jesus been equal to his Father but is ever
subordinate to him.

Corrupted by Pagan Philosophy

“Among the earliest noticeable corruptions of the church was the

introduction of Greek philosophy to harmonize and reconcile with it
the truths of the gospel, which to a certain class ever have been, and
ever will be, foolishness.”—Beacon Lights of History.



a world that turns
a deaf ear to the Word
of God, Christians are
daily confronted with
situations that test their
faith in God and the
rightness of his law. God
requires respect for the
sanctity of blood. But
the world has strayed so
far from his paths that
many are not aware that
there is a divine law
governing such mat
ters as the use of
blood, and those
that do know the
law often violate
it without any
feeling that they
have done wrong.
With the blessing
of the religious
clergy they have
spilled the lifeblood of
countless persons on the
battlefield, and as they do
it they pray for God to be
with them. When they
hear that in many parts
of the world blood of ani-
mals is regularly con-
sumed as food, or when
they see blood products
sold in stores where they
do business, they see
nothing out of the way
in it. And when they hear
reports of the tremendous

LIVING as they do in

1. (&) What attitude on the part
of the world calls for Christians
to demonstrate faith in God and
his law? (b) What has been the
world’s record as regards blood?

its t
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increase in the number
of blood transfusions—
now well over five mil-
lion in a year—they view
it as a mark of medical
progress.

2 In sharp contrast to
the world’s indifference
is the record of nearly a
million persons in all
parts of the world who
do obey God's law on the
sanctity of blood. They
have met the test of

their faith and stood

firm. But the public
press has taken ad-
vantage of the ig-
norance of the
people to misrep-
resent them as re-
ligious fanatics,
particularly as re-
gards their rejec-

tion of blood trans-
fusions. And the reli-
gious clergy of Chris-
tendom and Jewry have
added their voices, de-
claring that the law of
God is not applicable in
these cases where an in-
dividual’s life is involved.
The result is that many
uninformed persons have
been turned against God
and his Word as unrea-
sonable and unloving. But
how can the Source of all
wisdom himself be unrea-
2. (&) What have the public press
and the clergy said about those
who show respect for the sanctity
of blood? (b) What attitude to-
ward God’'s law on the part of
uninformed persons has resulted

from this misrepresentation, but
how should we view the matter?
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sonable? How can God, who is love and
who endowed man with the capacity to
love, himself be unloving? He cannot and
he is not! His is the right way, and a care-
ful consideration of his Word helps us to
get matters in proper focus. As the Life-
giver he tells us what we must do in order
to continue to live. By his laws he lovingly
protects us from doing things in ignorance
that might result in injury to ourselves,
even the loss of life. The facts show that
this is true in regard to his law on the
matter of blood.—Prov. 2:6; 1 John 4:16;
Ps. 25:4.

DIVINE LEGISLATION ON BLOOD

3The issue is not new; it is not some-
thing peculiar to this twentieth century
with its research into the medical use of
blood. It was over 4,300 years ago, when
Noah and his household, the only human
survivors of the global flood, came out of
the ark, that God stated to them his law
on blood. Before this, man had eaten only
the soulless vegetation and fruits, but now,
for the first time, God granted permission
for man to add meat to his diet, saying:
“Every moving animal that is alive may
serve as food for you. As in the case of
green vegetation, | do give it all to you.
Only flesh with its soul—its blood—you
must not eat.” (Gen. 9:3, 4) The law is
clear. Meat can be eaten, but not with the
blood still in it, because the blood repre-
sents the soul or life of the creature. Man
must show respect for the sanctity of blood
and, so doing, show his respect for the Life-
giver, Jehovah God.

4Some eight centuries later, when the
Israelites, who had recently been spared
from annihilation in Egypt, were gathered
at the foot of Mount Sinai, Jehovah again

3. When was God's law on blood first stated, and
what does it require of mankind?

4. How was the ruling on blood emphasized to the
Israelites, and what reason for the prohibition was
given to them?

SfEeWATCHTOWER

Brooklyn, N.Y.

emphasized the restriction on blood. “It is
a statute to time indefinite for your gen-
erations, in all your dwelling places: You
must not eat any fat or any blood at all.”
(Lev. 3:17) No distinction was made as
to the source of the blood; whether animal
or human, it was not to be taken into the
body as food. It was not even to be stored,
as shown when God went on to say: “As
for any man of the sons of Israel or some
alien resident who is residing as an alien
in your midst who in hunting catches a
wild beast or a fowl that may be eaten, he
must in that case pour its blood out and
cover it with dust. For the soul of every
sort of flesh is its blood by the soul in it.”
(Lev. 17:13, 14) The reason was clearly
stated. The soul or the life of the flesh is in
the blood, and obedience to God's law on
blood would show proper regard for the
sanctity of life and for the Source of life.

5 Even in times of emergency it was rec-

ognized that there was no justification for
setting aside the divine law concerning the
sanctity of blood. This is shown by an oc-
currence when the army of Israel under
King Saul was fighting the Philistines. It
had been a hard fight and the men were
at the point of exhaustion. “And the people
began darting greedily at the spoil and
taking sheep and cattle and calves and
slaughtering them on the earth, and the
people fell to eating along with the blood.”
This was no insignificant thing, excusable
because of the physical condition of the
men. It was reported to Saul: “Look! The
people are sinning against Jehovah by eat-
ing along with the blood.” (1 Sam. 14:32,
33) They did not view the matter as do
certain rabbis today who theorize that any
of the requirements of the Law can be set
aside when the saving of a specific life is
involved. What the men were doing was a
5. Does an emergency that involves human life war-

rant setting aside the divine law on the use of blood,
and why?
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sin against God, and immediate steps were
taken to put an end to it.

CHRISTIAN OBLIGATION
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removed the need. The Scriptures make
clear that man was to abstain from blood
because the life is in the blood. Is it any
less true now than it was then that the life

6  Of course, Christians are not under thg in the blood? And if it is argued that

iaw covenant made with Moses as media-
tor. That law covenant passed out of exist-
ence, having fulfilled its purpose, when the
new covenant was made over the blood of
Jesus Christ. Does this mean that the re-
strictions on the use of blood have passed
away too? Not at all! Because what the
law covenant had to say about refraining
from the eating of blood merely empha-
sized the requirement that is set forth in
the law God gave to Noah, and that is
binding upon all mankind. To set this mat-
ter straight in the minds of all Christians,
both Jews and Gentiles, none of whom
were any longer under the Law, the Chris-
tian governing body at Jerusalem directed
their attention to the obligations that de-
volved upon them in this matter, saying:
“The holy spirit and we ourselves have fa-
vored adding no further burden to you,
except these necessary things, to keep
yourselves free from things sacrificed to
idols and from blood and from things stran-
gled and from fornication. If you carefully
keep yourselves from these things, you will
prosper.”—Acts 15:28, 29.
7Hwever, various theological commen-

tators on this text say that this is nothing
that concerns us. ‘It was only a temporary
thing,” they say, ‘designed to prevent giv-
ing offense to Jewish converts. And the
need for such a prohibition having passed
away, the repeal is understood even though
not stated.” But we ask, What need has
passed? There are still natural Jews asso-
ciated with the Christian congregation, so
it cannot be said that their absence has
6. Why does the law on blood apply to Christians,
who are not under the law covenant?

7, 8. What arguments are set forth by theological
commentators in an effort to limit the effect of the

apostolic ruling on blood, and what shows that these
arguments are not sound?

respect for the sacrificial use of blood is
no longer binding because Christians are
not called on to offer up animal sacrifices,
then let it be noted that such use of animal
sacrifices among the followers of Christ
had come to an end sixteen years before
the apostolic decree was issued. Further-
more, those who contend that Jesus’ teach-
ing, that ‘not what enters into the mouth
but what proceeds out of the mouth is
what defiles a man,’ has made obsolete the
ruling on blood are, in effect, arguing that
the ruling on Christian abstinence from
blood, which decree was delivered under
direction of God’s holy spirit, was repealed
before it was issued; because Jesus made
his statement here referred to seventeen
years before the decision on blood was sent
out by the council at Jerusalem.—Matt.
15:11.

8
decision on blood did not have in mind that
it was merely expedient in view of the sit-
uation then and could later be dispensed
with. If the prohibition of blood was tem-
porary, then the rest of the decision must
fall into the same category, which would
mean that abstinence from idolatry and
fornication were also temporary and de-
signed to avoid hurting the feelings of new
converts. But has the necessity for these
prohibitions passed, so that fornication
and idolatry are now permissible to Chris-
tians? Definitely not! The terminology of
the decree indicates no time limitation; the
restrictions are “necessary things” now
even as they were then. As Clarke’s Com-
mentary, in discussing Genesis 9:4, well
observes: “That the prohibition has been
renewed under the Christian dispensation,
can admit of little doubt by any man who

The governing body that sent out the
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dispassionately reads Acts xv. 20, 29; xxi.
25, where even the Gentile converts are
charged to abstain from it on the authori-
ty, not only of the apostles, but of the
Holy Ghost, . . . not for fear of stumbling
the converted Jews, the gloss of theologi-
ans, but because it was one ... of those
necessary points, from the burden ... of
obedience to which they could not be ex-
cused.”

SfceWATCHTOWER,
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another Christian writer, in his defense of
Christian teachings, declared: “As to
things strangled, we are forbidden by
Scripture to partake of them, because the
blood is still in them.”*

DEven as late as the year 692, a reli-
gious council in Constantinople (the Synod
of Troullos), in its 67th canon, declared:
“We suitably rebuke those, who in some
way prepare a meal with the use of the

Brooklyn,

9  The facts of history confirm this underblood of any animal and they thus eat it

standing of the matter. Early Christians
did not view the prohibition on blood as
of importance only in avoiding offense to
Jewish converts. They did not feel that it
could be set aside if it would endanger
their lives to insist on it. It was well
known, even among their persecutors, that
Christians would not eat blood, and they
would test a person to see if he was truly
Christian, not only by urging him to offer
incense to the pagan gods of Rome, but on
occasion by urging him to eat blood sau-
sage. So crucial was the matter that eating
blood was viewed as a denial of the Chris-
tian faith. Tertullian, who lived at the be-
ginning of the third century, referred to
this when addressing his writing to the
Roman world. He said: “Let your error
blush before the Christians, for we do not
include even animals’ blood in our natural
diet. We abstain on that account from
things strangled or that die of themselves,
that we may not in any way be polluted
by blood, even if it is buried in the meat.
Finally, when you are testing Christians,
you offer them sausages full of blood; you
are thoroughly well aware, of course, that
among them it is forbidden; but you want
to make them transgress.”* Origen, too,

* Apology, translated by T. R. Glover (1931),

9, 10. (a) What facts of history show that early Chris-
tians recognized abstinence from blood to be a serious
matter? (b) In the third century what did Christian
writers have to say about it? (c) As late as the year
692 what is shown to be the attitude of the Eastern
church on the matter of blood?

in order to satisfy the gluttonous belly. If,
therefore, anyone will henceforth attempt
to eat the blood of any animal in whatso-
ever way, he will, if a priest, be unfrocked
and excommunicated if a layman.”! Be-
lief in the importance of the apostolic de-
cree on blood still continues in the Eastern
Orthodox Church.

Nin the West, however, disregard for
the divine law on blood grew most notably
from the fourth century onward. Augus-
tine, through whom Plato’s teaching of
inherent immortality of the soul was also
popularized, argued that the decree had
lost its importance since its purpose had
been accomplished.! Finally, in the fif-
teenth century the church of Rome had
swung so far away from the viewpoint of
the early Christians that the blood, not of
animals, but of three young boys was ap-
propriated in an unsuccessful attempt to
revive the ailing pope of Rome, Innocent
VIII, and that at the cost of the lives of
all three blood donors. So it is evident that
the indifference of modern-day Christen-
dom toward the sanctity of blood is not a
reflection of Christian faith, but is the
result of a falling away from the faith.
—1Tim. 4:1.

* Origen—Contra Celsum, Ante-Nicene Christian Li-
brary, Vol. 23 (1872).

t Great Greek Encyclopedia,
pp. 708, 709.

t A History of the Councils of the Church, From
the Original Documents (1896).

of Paul Drandakis,

11. What events showed mounting disregard for the
restrictions on blood in the church of Rome?
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MISUSE OF BLOOD AS FOOD
2This makes it vital for true Christians
in this time of the end to be on the alert
if they are to show proper respect for the
sanctity of blood. They must avoid the
world's misuse of blood. For example, in
Africa there are some native peoples who
supplement their diet by drinking blood
from the jugular vein of their cattle. In
many places men line up at slaughter-
houses to drink the blood of freshly slaugh-
tered cattle, in the belief that it is a cure
for certain ailments. In the Far East there
are many lands where blood is used as a
basic ingredient in certain soups and gra-
vies. In South America a dish that is quite
common consists of pig’'s blood mixed with
rice or potatoes and condiments, and blood
is even sold and eaten as candy. Blood sau-
sage, under various names, is available al-
most everywhere. All of these practices
show rank disregard for the sanctity of
life because they violate the law of the
Life-giver on the matter of blood.

BThe law on blood also rules out the
eating of anything that has died of stran-
gulation, because the blood would not have
been drained. So any animal found smoth-
ered or dead in a trap and animals that
have been shot but not immediately bled
are not fit for food. The practice in many
lands of killing chickens by strangulation,
breaking the neck but not cutting it, also
makes these unfit for consumption by
Christians. Some butchers, with no regard
for the divine law on these matters, do not
properly bleed the animals they prepare
for food; in fact, they may deliberately
impair drainage to add weight to the meat.
If a Christian learns that his butcher does
not give attention to the draining of the
blood, then he will look for another place
12. What are some of the modern-day practices that
violate the sanctity of life and that Christians avoid?
13. Why must care be exercised in proper killing of

animals to be used for food, so what might this call
on a Christian to do?

SEeWATCHTOWER,
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to do business or even refrain from eating
meat if nothing else is available. Likewise,
a conscientious person will not eat meat
in a restaurant if he knows that it is cus-
tomary locally not to give attention to
proper bleeding. Under such circumstances,
a Christian who wants to eat meat may
have to buy a live animal or bird and ar-
range to have the killing done himself.

XU Disrespect for God's law is so rampant

that whole blood, blood plasma and blood
fractions are used freely in numerous prod-
ucts that are sold for food. For example,
it is reported that some meat packers in-
clude blood as a part of their regular recipe
for wieners, bologna and other cold-meat
loaves. They may not all call it blood; but,
regardless of what they call it, if it is blood
or part of the blood it is wrong. Not all
meat packers do this by any means, but
some do. In certain localities it is also
known that hamburger is made up largely
of fat with blood added. In Russia blood
bakeries were put in operation years ago
where seven parts of rye flour are mixed
with three parts of defibrinated ox blood
in the bread. In other lands some bakers
use dried plasma powder in pastry as a
substitute for egg white. And various ton-
ics and tablets sold by druggists show on
their labels that they contain blood frac-
tions such as hemoglobin. So it is neces-
sary for one to be alert, to be acquainted
with the practices in his community, to
make reasonable inquiry at places where
he buys meat and to read and understand
the labels on packaged goods. As the old
world becomes more careless in its attitude
toward God’s law on blood it is important
for Christians to exercise increased care if
they are to keep themselves “without spot
from the world.”—Jas. 1:27.

14. How else is blood misused in food products, so what
should Christians be careful to do?
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BLOOD TRANSFUSION

150ver the centuries man’s misuses of
blood have taken on many forms. Ancient
Egyptian princes used human blood for re-
juvenation; others drank the blood of their
enemies. But not until after William Har-
vey'’s research into the circulation of the
blood, in the seventeenth century, was there
any extensive effort made to transfuse
blood into the circulatory system of anoth-
er creature. After having suffered severe
setbacks due to fatalities, blood transfusion
finally came to be viewed with more favor
at the beginning of this twentieth century,
when research made it possible to identify
certain blood types. The two world wars
and the Korean war gave doctors ample
opportunity to experiment with the thera-
peutic use of blood, and now the process
has been developed to the point that doc-
tors use not only whole blood and blood
plasma, which is the nearly colorless liquid
in which the blood cells are carried, but
also red cells apart from the plasma, and
the various plasma proteins as they feel the
need.

161s God’s law violated by such medical
use of blood? Is it wrong to sustain life
by infusions of blood or plasma or red cells
or the various blood fractions? Yes! The
law that God gave to Noah and which ap-
plies to all his descendants makes it wrong
for anyone to eat blood, that is, to use the
blood of another creature to nourish or
sustain one’s life. Even as Tertullian in his
Apology showed how the early Christians
reasoned on the matter, so today it is rec-
ognized that if this prohibition applies to
animal blood, it applies with even more
force to human blood. It includes “any
blood at all.”—Lev. 3:17.

15. What have been the developments in the use of
blood in medical treatment?

16. Is use of blood in medical treatment to sustain
life a violation of God's law?

SEeWATCHTOWER.
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I7Arguments to the effect that the pro-
hibition on the use of blood issued by the
early Christian governing body did not deal
with human blood, but only with animal
blood, show ignorance of the facts of his-
tory. In ancient Rome, which dominated
the Mediterranean world in the first cen-
tury, spectators at the gladiatorial con-
tests would rush into the arena after the
fight and suck the blood streaming from
the neck of the vanquished gladiator. Some
from among the Scythians reportedly ate
their dead relatives. Treaties were made
among some peoples by mutually drinking
a portion of each other’s blood; and human
blood caught in the hand and eaten was
used to seal initiation into the rites of the
pagan goddess Bellona. So when the apos-
tles, under direction of the holy spirit, said
that Christians were to keep themselves
from blood, they did have in mind human
blood too.

BIt is of no consequence that the blood
is taken into the body through the veins
instead of the mouth. Nor does the claim
by some that it is not the same as intra-
venous feeding carry weight. The fact is
that it nourishes or sustains the life of the
body. In harmony with this is a statement
in the book Hemorrhage and Transfusion,
by George W. Crile, A.M., M.D., who quotes
a letter from Denys, French physician and
early researcher in the field of transfu-
sions. It says: “In performing transfusion
it is nothing else than nourishing by a
shorter road than ordinary—that is to say,
placing in the veins blood all made in place
of taking food which only turns to blood
after several changes.”

17. How do the facts of history prove that human
blood was misused in ancient times and so was in-
cluded in the prohibition set forth by the early
Christian governing body?

18. What shows that the transfusing of blood is a
“feeding” on blood?
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BIn view of the emphasis put on the
use of blood in the medical world, new
treatments involving its use are constantly
being recommended. But regardless of
whether it is whole blood or a blood frac-
tion, whether it is blood taken from one’s
own body or that taken from someone else,
whether it is administered as a transfu-
sion or as an injection, the divine law ap-
plies. God has not given man blood to use
as he might use other substances; he re-
quires respect for the sanctity of blood.

DWhat a fine example in respect for
this law was set by God-fearing King Da-
vid! Before the enemies of God’'s people
had been driven from the land, the Philis-
tines had a garrison in Bethlehem near Je-
rusalem, and on one occasion “David
showed his craving and said: ‘O that I
might have a drink of the water from the
cistern of Bethlehem, which is at the
gate!"” Yes, he wished that the Philis-
tines were gone and that he could be free
to go to that cistern and be refreshed by
its water. But on hearing his expression,
19, 20. (@) In view of the constant developments in
medical therapy, how can one determine whether
treatment involving the use of blood is to be accepted

or rejected? (b) What fine example in this regard did
David set, showing respect for the sanctity of blood?

blood of any crea-
ture can properly
be used is in harmony with the will of God.

1. (a) Whose will must govern our use of blood, and
what practices does he forbid? (b) What occurred in
the days of Cain and Abel that gave indication of the
proper use to which shed blood might be put?
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“three [valiant men] forced their way in-
to the camp of the Philistines and drew
water from the cistern of Bethlehem,
which is at the gate, and came carrying
and bringing it to David.” What they
brought was nothing more than water, but
they did it at the risk of their lives, and
David knew it. “And David did not con-
sent to drink it, but poured it out to Je-
hovah. And he went on to say: ‘It is un-
thinkable on my part, as regards my God,
to do this! Is it the blood of these men
that | should drink at the risk of their
souls? For it was at the risk of their souls
that they brought it And he did not con-
sent to drink it.” (1 Chron. 11:16-19;
2 Sam. 23:15-17) David respected the law
of God. Not only did he abstain from ani-
mal blood; he avoided the far more gross
wrong of consuming human blood. Yes, he
avoided doing anything that even resem-
bled violation of that law. He was a man
after God's own heart. It is a like course
of obedience from the heart that moves
mature Christians today to abstain from
any practice at all that involves misuse of
blood. Out of love for God they show re-
spect for the sanctity of blood.

IN
HARMONY WITH

the w il d

It is forbidden as food. It is not authorized
by God for administration to another per-
son under the guise of medical treatment
to sustain life. Apart from its life-sustain-
ing role in the body of the creature to
whom it belongs, only one use of blood is
sanctioned by God. This came to light in



560

the days of Cain and Abel, the sons of Ad-
am. “Abel came to be a herder of sheep,
but Cain became a cultivator of the ground.
And it came about at the expiration of
some time that Cain proceeded to bring
some fruits of the ground as an offering to
Jehovah. But as for Abel, he too brought
some firstlings of his flock, even their fatty
pieces. Now while Jehovah was looking
with favor upon Abel and his offering, he
did not look with any favor upon Cain and
upon his offering.” (Gen. 4:2-5) Cain’s of-
fering was from the soulless vegetation.
Abel’s sacrifice represented a life and called
for the pouring out of blood. By his accept-
ing Abel’s sacrifice Jehovah gave the first
indication that shedding of blood was re-
quired in sacrifice. But Cain did not ac-
cept God’s leading in the matter; instead,
he violently murdered his brother Abel,
the one man on earth who was using life,
both his own and that of his flock, in har-
mony with the will of God.

SfteWATCHTOWER
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the blood. “Unless blood is poured out no
forgiveness takes place.”—Heb. 9:22.

3These animal sacrifices all foreshad-
owed a much grander one, a sacrifice that
could lastingly remove sin and that would
open up opportunities of eternal life for
servants of God. This sacrifice was not se-
lected from the flocks or the herds of Is-
rael; it was Jesus Christ the Son of God,
the one whom John the Baptist identified
when he exclaimed: “See, the Lamb of
God that takes away the sin of the world!”
(John 1:29) This was Jehovah’s own pro-
vision on behalf of mankind; it was his
Lamb, his Son, whose life was given in
sacrifice. By means of this loving arrange-
ment it has been possible for men andwom-
en on earth to have opened to them the
privilege of service in the heavenly courts
with Christ the King, because these “have
been declared righteous now by his blood.”
(Rom. 5:9) In addition to this “little flock”
of one hundred and forty-four thousand

2  Faithful servants of God recognizednembers, a “great crowd” of others who

that the pouring out of the lifeblood of
animals in sacrifice to Jehovah was God'’s
will, and Noah, Abraham and others are
mentioned in the Bible as having done so.
(Gen. 8:20; 22:13) When their offspring,
the Israelites, were gathered at the foot of
Mount Sinai, where they were organized
as a nation, Jehovah God told them in
unmistakable language that there is only
one proper use to which the shed blood of
any creature can be put. He said: “I my-
self have put it upon the altar for you to
make atonement for your souls, because
it is the blood that makes atonement by
the soul in it.” (Lev. 17:11) Since the
blood is so intimately involved in the life
processes, and since sin leads to loss of life,
God requires as a sacrifice in atonement
for sin that which represents life, namely,

2. What one proper use of shed blood did God permit,
to whom was this made known, and how?

serve God before the throne on his foot-
stool earth have availed themselves of this
ransom sacrifice, washing their robes and
making them white in the blood of the
Lamb, and as a result they enjoy the for-
giveness of their sins and are righteous
persons in the sight of God.—Rev. 7:14,15.

4The perfect sacrifice of Jesus Christ
has completely filled the need for a sacri-
fice to God on behalf of sinful mankind. It
does not have to be repeated. No longer
are animal sacrifices required; in fact, they
are now detestable to God because they
show disregard for the sacrifice that he
himself has provided. Therefore, the ran-
som sacrifice of Jesus Christ is absolutely
the only arrangement that God has author-
ized among his Christian witnesses by
which the blood of one creature may be
3. What greater sacrifice did those animal sacrifices
foreshadow, and how does its blood benefit mankind?

4. Upon the acceptance of what do our lives depend,
and why?
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used on behalf of another to save life. “By
means of him we have the release by ran-
som through the blood of that one, yes,
the forgiveness of our trespasses, accord-
ing to the riches of his undeserved kind-
ness.” (Eph. 1:7) Our lives depend on our
acceptance of this provision, hence on ac-
ceptance of the divine arrangement as to
the proper use of blood. Wisely, those who
want to receive life at God'’s hands refrain
from using blood in any way that has not
been authorized by him as the Life-giver.

LOVING GOD WITH ONE’'S WHOLE SOUL
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And to the Israelites he said simply: “The
blood is the soul,” or, “The blood is the
life.” (Deut. 12:23, margin, 1953 Edition)
Consequently, when we dedicate our lives
to God we must certainly take care to use
that which represents life, our blood, in
harmony with his law.

6This greatest of commandments there-
fore indicates that a dedicated Christian
is not at liberty to donate his lifeblood for
use by someone else. Life belongs to God,
and we are free to give it only to him in
his service. Nor would it be proper to ar-

ue that love of neighbor calls for one to

5 On one occasion a certain man verseéive blood. It is not love of neighbor to col-

in the Law inquired of Jesus: “Teacher,
by doing what shall | inherit everlasting
life?” In his reply Jesus set out a guiding
principle that helps us to determine what
to do with our present lives in order to
gain the reward of everlasting life. He
said: * ‘You must love Jehovah your God
with your whole heart and with your whole
soul and with your whole strength and
with your whole mind,” and, ‘your neigh-
bor as yourself.”” (Luke 10:25-27) Now
just what is included in this matter of lov-
ing God with our whole soul? It means
giving our life to God in dedication, yes,
devoting our life to the performance of any
work that God may give us to do. Since
we have given our life to God in dedica-
tion, we ought to realize what the Bible
uses to represent life. It is blood, which is
the seat of life or soul. So when a life has
been taken, it is said that blood has been
shed. So fundamentally is blood involved
in the life processes that the Bible says
that the soul or the life of a person is his
blood. When speaking to Noah, God par-
alleled the expressions soul, or life, and
blood, saying: “Only flesh with its soul—
its blood—you must not eat.” (Gen. 9:4)
5. (@ In answer to an inquirer, what did Jesus say

one must do to inherit everlasting life? (b) What is
involved in loving God with one’s whole soul, and why?

laborate with him in violation of the law
of God. And since God’'s Word indicates
that it is wrong to take a blood transfu-
sion, it is also wrong to give one’s blood
for transfusion.

70bedience to God is required of his
servants; it is also a blessing to them, be-
cause it protects them from harm. It is
interesting to note that, while the general
impression given by organizations that are
anxious to have blood donated is that the
procedure is perfectly safe, the opinion is
not unanimous. For in the book Physiology
and Clinic of Blood Transfusion* among
others, the statement is made: “As the lat-
est research shows, considerable health
disorders can arise on the part of the
blood donor.” Faithful Christians are
spared such hazards that might impair
their service to God.

DANGERS AVOIDED BY OBEDIENCE
8The position of Jehovah’s witnesses in
regard to blood transfusion is not one
based on the approval or disapproval with

* Published in Jena, Germany, 1960.

6, 7. Is a Christian free to donate his lifeblood for
another person, and is it safe from a medical point
of view?

8 Upon what do Jehovah's witnesses base their
attitude toward blood transfusion, so why consider
medical evidence on the matter?
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which the practice meets in medical circles.
It is not the safety or danger of the pro-
cedure that governs their decision, but the
Word of God. However, knowledge of some
of the effects from which one is protected
by obedience to God’'s law on blood does
enhance one’s appreciation for the right-
ness of Jehovah's ways.

9The general practice among medical
doctors in recent years has been to give
blood in the belief that it may do some
good. Sometimes it is given because of the
insistence of patients or to satisfy rela-
tives who want to be sure that “every-
thing possible has been done.” Concerning
this the Director of the Blood Bank at New
York University-Bellevue Medical Center
said: “Blood transfusions have been ad-
ministered on the theory that they can
never do any harm and might possibly ben-
efit the patient. This idea is wrong because
there are dangers inherent in blood trans-
fusion.” Says the journal of the American
Academy of General Practice: “It is un-
fortunate that many have lost the fear of
transfusion and now order a transfusion
as blithely as ordering a bottle of saline.”
Over four thousand years ago Jehovah
God told man that he should not take the
blood of other creatures into his body; and
modern medical practice confirms the fact
that violation of that law is fraught with
grave dangers.

100ne of the immediate dangers that
faces anyone who is given a blood trans-
fusion is the possibility of a hemolytic re-
action, that is, the rapid destruction of the
oxygen-carrying red blood cells. This may
result in bursting headaches, pains in the
chest and back, and the backing up of poi-
sons into the system due to kidney failure.
9. What is the general viewpoint in the world as to
Mood transfusion, but is this medically sound?
10, 11. (&) What are some of the dangers that face
one who receives a blood transfusion, and are doctors
able to eliminate these dangers? (b) In view of these

facts, would you say that blood transfusions are
truly lifesaving?
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Death may come within a few hours or a
few days. Medical knowledge has not re-
moved this danger. “Try as we may we
can only reduce the incidence of the reac-
tions. We cannot eliminate them, and pa-
tients will continue to be damaged as a re-
sult of blood transfusions.” So says W. H.
Croshy, chief of the Department of Hema-
tology at the Walter Reed Army Institute
of Research. Even when such a hemolytic
reaction does not occur as the result of
naturally occurring antibodies in the blood
stream of the patient, antigens in the
blood transfused into the body can stimu-
late the production of antibodies so that a
severe reaction will occur if ever blood
containing those factors is given again.
With reported possible combinations of
known blood factors now numbering 15,-
000,000, the likelihood of being given
blood that matches one’s own and that will
not have some adverse effect is remote
almost to the point of impossibility.

N There are other perils. Since it is dif-
ficult for a doctor to know exactly how
much blood has been lost, he may try to
transfuse more blood than there is room
for, which, as reported by the journal
Medical Science (July 25, 1959), is a fre-
quent and disastrous occurrence. Also, air
can get into the blood stream during trans-
fusion, again with deadly effects. Then,
too, blood removed from the body readily
becomes contaminated, and certain bacte-
ria found right in the air are of such a na-
ture that they reproduce in stored blood
even at refrigerator temperatures, mak-
ing even small amounts of such blood dead-
ly to the recipient. How can such treat-
ment be viewed as truly lifesaving?

POminous as the picture is, it is not
the full extent of the hazards to which a
patient is subjected when he is given blood.
12. Name the disease dangers that might arise from a

transfusion of blood, and show what these might
result in to the patient.
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The doctor who gives the transfusion may
never know how much harm is caused,
because diseases transmitted by transfu-
sion may not strike at once. But medical
authorities all recognize that syphilis, ma-
laria and hepatitis can be transmitted by
blood transfusion. Not only can they be
transmitted; cases are regularly reported
in which they are transmitted. With the
world-wide upsurge of immorality and the
resultant venereal disease, the danger of
syphilis is increasing—a disease that can
result in premature childbirth, blindness,
deafness, paralysis, heart disease, insanity
and death. The test used to detect syphi-
litic blood does not reveal the danger in
its early stages, and the patient pays the
price. In February of this year the Japan
Times reported the case of a woman who
had won a suit against the Government-
managed Tokyo University Hospital, on
the grounds that she had been transfused
with syphilitic blood that resulted in loss
of eyesight and divorce by her husband.
The financial compensation ordered by the
court was small comfort for the damage
done. And what about the risk of con-
tracting malaria? Carriers of malaria do
not always know they have it in their sys-
tem; blood tests seldom reveal it; but any-
one who receives blood can be the victim.
The danger is not decreasing; to the con-
trary, anyone who has ever lived or visited
in a malarial area is a possible carrier, and
international travel assures that the num-
ber is increasing every day. By no means
last among the disease dangers, but de-
manding attention because of its frequen-
cy, is serum hepatitis. So real is the dan-
ger of crippling and death from hepatitis
that Dr. Alvarez, Emeritus Consultant in
Medicine, Mayo Clinic, has said that he
would never permit anyone to give him a
transfusion unless he felt it was absolutely
necessary.
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BAs if the harm to the patient himself
were not enough, it does not stop there. In
the case of a woman, the damage may in-
volve even her unborn children. Due to
factors some of which are known and oth-
ers of which are not yet understood, a
woman given an incompatible blood trans-
fusion may find that her opportunity to
give birth to normal, healthy children has
been taken from her.

MUHow much better it is to listen to the
Word of God when it tells us to keep our-
selves from blood! How much happier we
are if, as children listen to their father,
we heed the counsel of God and live in har-
mony with it! “My son, to my words do
pay attention. To my sayings incline your
ear. May they not get away from your
eyes. Keep them in the midst of your heart.
For they are life to those finding them and
health to all their flesh.”—Prov. 4:20-22.

PERSONALITY INFLUENCED

BThose who are more inclined to rest
their confidence in the learning of men
than in the wisdom of God may feel that
the care exercised in the selection of blood
donors makes it possible to avoid all these
dangers. But consider the facts. It will
probably shock you to learn that the blood
of dead people is being transfused into the
bodies of hospital patients, but reports
from Russia and Spain show that it is ex-
actly what is done there; and even in the
United States of America experiments
have been conducted with transfusion of
cadaver blood!* Of course, that probably
is not the practice in your community. But
the magazine Time as of May 26,1961, re-

* Bulletin of the American Association of Blood
Banks, June, 1960.

13. What further price might a woman who is given
blood have to pay as regards childbearing?

14. How does God protect his people from such
calamities?

15. How do some worldly-wise men reason on these
transfusion dangers, but what facts as to the sources
from which blood is obtained raise serious questions?
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ports the case of a 49-year-old woman in
the Pontiac General Hospital who was giv-
en two pints of blood from the cadaver of
a 12-year-old boy who had drowned in a
nearby lake and who had been dead from
two and a half to three hours. Also, that
as long ago as 1935 a doctor in a Chicago
suburb had used a technique like that of
the Russians, and that this American doc-
tor accounted for about thirty-five cadaver-
blood transfusions in two years. Perhaps
the donor is one’s own living relative, a
reputable, clean-living individual. Does that
assure safety? No; it will not remove the
danger of a reaction due to incompatibili-
ty; nor does it guarantee that the individ-
ual may not be the carrier of some dis-
ease, perhaps even unknown to himself. In
most cases, however, one who receives
blood has no idea who the donor is. Some
of it may come from healthy persons;
some from alcoholics and degenerates.
Criminals in jail are given the opportunity
to donate their blood. For example, the
New York Times of April 6, 1961, report-
ed: “Inmates of Sing Sing Prison at Os-
sining will give blood to the Red Cross to-
day.” A commendable act? Perhaps not as
beneficial to their fellow men as the com-
munity is led to believe.
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effect upon the moral and physical na-
ture, and pass on a hereditary taint to
future generations.” The point is an in-
teresting one, and that it may apply in
the matter of blood transfusions is testi-
fied to by medical doctors. For example,
in his book Who Is Your Doctor and

Doctor Alonzo Jay Shadman says: “The
blood in any person is in reality the person
himself. It contains all the peculiarities of
the individual from whence it comes. This
includes hereditary taints, disease suscep-
tibilities, poisons due to personal living,
eating and drinking habits----- The poisons
that produce the impulse to commit sui-
cide, murder, or steal are in the blood.”
And Dr. Americo Valerio, Brazilian doc-
tor and surgeon for over forty vyears,
agrees. “Moral insanity, sexual perver-
sions, repression, inferiority complexes,
petty crimes—these often follow in the
wake of blood transfusion,”* he says. Yet
it is acknowledged in the public press that
organizations whose blood supply is con-
sidered reliable obtain blood for transfu-
sion from criminals who are known to have
such characteristics. Certainly no one who
is trying to depart from the works of the
flesh and use his life in the way that God
directs through his Word is going to lay

16 When the Israelites were preparing thimself open to such a ruinous future.

enter the Promised Land, Jehovah moved
Moses to repeat to them his law forbidding
the consumption of blood. As recorded at
Deuteronomy 12:25, he said: “You must
not eat it, in order that it may go well with
you and your sons after you, because you
will do what is right in Jehovah's eyes.”
An edition of the Pentateuch edited by
J. H. Hertz has a footnote on that ex-
pression “that it may go well with you,”
which says: “lbn Ezra suggests that the
use of blood would have a demoralising
16. (a) What interesting observation on blood is made
in a Bible footnote on Deuteronomy 12:25? (b) What

do modern-day doctors have to say on this same
matter, and why is this of interest to Christians?

—Rom. 12:2; Eph. 4:22-24.

DEMONSTRATING FAITH IN THE GIVER
OF LIFE

7 What do these facts mean in the case

of a Christian who has suffered severe
blood loss and is in need of treatment? Is
there nothing that can be done? Must he
simply wait to die? Not at all! Jehovah's
witnesses have no religious objections to

* Ciincia Médica, Vol.
Blood Transfusion.”

xX, “Moral Deficiencies and

17. (@) Do Jehovah’'s witnesses object on religious
grounds to all medical treatment? (b) Is there anything
that can be done on behalf of a Christian if he suffers
severe blood loss?
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any treatment that does not conflict with
the law of God, and the fact is that other
treatments are available. Doctors who rec-
ognize man as a creation of God, instead
of a product of evolution, are usually more
inclined to realize that the human body
has been endowed by God with marvelous
recuperative powers, and they co-operate
with these instead of feeling that the pro-
hibition on the use of blood is a barrier
to recovery. Our own bodies are marvelous-
ly equipped to meet emergencies, even
those occasioned by blood loss. (Ps. 139:
14) According to
tannica: “Besides the blood which actually
circulates in the arteries, veins and capil-
laries, the body possesses reserves which
can be mobilized. One such is known to be
located in the spleen. On the onset of
haemorrhage the spleen shrinks, squeezing
blood as from a sponge into the circula-
tion.”* In view of this, many doctors rec-
ognize that it is much safer to co-operate
with the body’s own blood-manufacturing
system than to try to take the place of it
by transfusing foreign blood. Even the
highly respected medical publication The
Surgical Clinics of North America (Feb-
ruary, 1959) has said: It is not to be for-
gotten that, not blood transfusion, but
“iron therapy is the treatment of choice
for blood loss anemia.” In emergency cases,
where the body’s fluid loss has been ex-
cessive, there are “plasma volume expan-
ders” that can be used without violating
God's prohibition on blood, and, according
to the testimony of many doctors, these
have proved to be much safer than blood
transfusions. While it is true that they can-
not do for the body what one’s own blood
does, yet they help to keep the remaining
red cells in circulation so that oxygen will
reach the various organs during the time
needed by the body to replace the blood
loss. So Christian patients, instead of being

*1946 Edition, Vol. 3, page 743.
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pressured into accepting blood on the plea
that it is the only hope, seek out a doctor
who has sufficient skill, patience and re-
spect for their religious conscience to be
willing to treat them without blood.

BlLifesaving efforts by unscriptural
means can never produce results of lasting
good. How foolish it is to think that one
can save life by violating the laws of the
Life-giver! While it may produce seeming-
ly beneficial results at the moment, it may
ultimately take its toll in disease and still-
born children as a direct result of such an
Even if no physical
harm results to the patient or to one’s off-
spring, violation of the law of God serious-
ly jeopardizes one's opportunity to gain
eternal life in God’s new world.

DIn the case of Job, Satan contended
that man would do anything, even turn on
his God, to save his present life. “Every-
thing that a man has he will give in behalf
of his life,” he argued. (Job 2:4, margin,
1957 Edition) But he was wrong. Job
proved him a liar, and Jesus Christ out-
standingly did so. On one occasion Jesus
had been speaking about pursuing a course
that would mean his death in the service
of God. “At this Peter took him aside and
commenced raising strong objections to
him.” But Jesus rebuked him. “ ‘Get be-
hind me, Satan! You are a stumbling
block to me, because you think, not God'’s
thoughts, but those of men.” Then Jesus
said to his disciples: ‘If anyone wants to
come after me, let him disown himself and
pick up his torture stake and continually
follow me. For whoever wants to save his
soul will lose it; but whoever loses his soul
for my sake will find it.’” (Matt. 16:21-
25; Mark 8:31-35) May none of us ever

18. Why is it foolish to attempt to save life by vio-
lating God’s law?

19. (&) Who was it that argued that man would do
anything, even forsake God, to save his present life?
(b) How can we benefit from reproof that Jesus gave
Peter on this matter? (c) What reward will God give
to those who obey him even in times of stress?
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become like Satan to our Christian broth-
ers, urging them to sell out their confidence
in God in favor of the wisdom of the
world! There is only one way to gain life
and that is by living in harmony with the
will of God. Confidence in God is never
misplaced. As the Divine Physician he can
do what no human doctor ever could: he
can extend the life of his servants, not
merely for a few troubled years, but for
all eternity—if necessary, by a resurrec-
tion from the dead—in his glorious new
world now so near at hand.—Ps. 23:4;
Acts 24:15.

D With such marvelous prospects before

20. What should we do now so that we will be using
our lives in harmony with the will of God?
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us, let us be careful to live our lives in har-
mony with the will of God. Let us not
grow careless, like the world, in our atti-
tude toward the blood of our fellow men.
Now is the time to show the greatest con-
cern for their lifeblood by urging them to
exercise faith in the blood of Jesus Christ,
the only blood that has any real value in
the eyes of God toward the saving of life.
Point them to his kingdom; help them to
learn its laws; encourage them patiently
as they move along on the way to life.
Make it your determination to be able to
say, as did Paul: “lI am clean from the
blood of all men, for | have not held back
from telling you all the counsel of God.”
—Acts 20:26.

THE THOUGHT BEHIND THE PROVERB

T IS interesting to compare the Bible

book of Proverbs with the law of Mo-
ses. Moses recorded the direct commands
Jehovah gave to guide his people in the
way of security and life. Solomon and oth-
er writers of the Bible proverbs do not
highlight God’s commands directly but
show through observation that those laws
are in our best interest. Often local phe-
nomena are compared to human behavior
to help us appreciate good and bad, wis-
dom or folly. Knowing the thought behind
the proverb is an aid to understanding the
lesson taught.

PROVERBS 16: 31
“Gray-lieadedness a crown of beauty
when it is found in the way of
ness
Among some early peoples an elderly
man unable to fight or hunt was consid-
ered an unhappy burden. Some tribes
harshly put the aged to death! Contrast
this with the kindness of Jehovah God,

who commanded: “Before gray hair you
should rise up, and you must show consid-
eration for the person of an old man, and
you must be in fear of your God. | am Je-
hovah.” (Lev. 19:32) The proverb calls
attention to the fact that a life spent in
the wholesome fear of Jehovah is beautiful
in God's sight and should be respected by
all as a proper example to follow. Butwhen
old age finds one in the way of wickedness,
his conduct is even more repugnant than
a youth's because of his years.

PROVERBS 16: 33
“Intothe lay the lot is cast down, but

every decision by it is from
In ancient times, in a number of nations,
doubtful questions were determined by lot.
Stones or inscribed tablets were put into
a vessel, shaken and then drawn out or
cast forth. Jehovah was pleased to use the
lot as a means of making known his will
in the early history of his chosen people.
It seems that the lots were thrown into
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the gathered folds of a robe and then
drawn out. But first an appeal was made
to Jehovah to decide the matter. The out-
come was accepted as his will. Even Jesus’
apostles utilized the lot to choose a suc-
cessor to Judas Iscariot, but their selection
was set aside by Jesus' choice of Saul.
Since Pentecost, holy spirit directs Chris-
tians, but in pre-Christian times God did
approve use of the lot.

PROVERBS 17: 14
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plowing and sowing there could be no har-
vest. His hard-working neighbors could
hardly be expected to sympathize with
him. So with those who seize on unfavor-
able circumstances as an excuse for neg-
lecting their opportunities and duties.
They will reap only what they sow and
must bear the consequences of laziness
without redress.

PROVERBS 20: 26
“Awise king is scattering wicked peo-

“Thebeginning of contention is as one ple, and he turns around upon them a

letting out waters; so before the quarrel
has burst forth, take your leave.”
Eastern cities often depended on a res-
ervoir for their water supply. A tiny hole
in the bank or dam confining a large body
of water can have great consequences. If
the tiny trickle is not stopped, the force
of the water becomes ever stronger, until
everything is washed away. From a small
beginning comes a terrible flooding. So
with strife. If anger is given the smallest
vent it can burst into a flood of angry
words and deeds that may even culminate
in someone’s death. Before any discussion
takes that turn it is better to leave the
subject or the other person and thereby
strengthen the bonds of peace.

PROVERBS 20: 4
plow; he will be begging in reaping time,
but there will be nothing.”

In Palestine the winter crops were sown
as soon as the early rains had softened the
ground—from the end of October to the
beginning of December. The cool north
wind blows during winter plowing time.
While there is seldom a season of very
cold weather, very cold days sometimes
occur, with wind, rain and sleet. This
would not deter a manly person, but a lazy
farmer might neglect his plowing and
blame it on the weather. Without winter

wheel.”

On the ancient threshing floors grain
was separated from its husks by the feet
of the oxen trampling among the sheaves
or by bringing a rough-shod wheel over
them. As the wheel crushed the sheaves,
forcing out the grain, so the impartial ad-
ministration of justice crushes the wicked,
separating them from the righteous. A
wise ruler takes measures to suppress evil
elements with the sternness of the wheel
that crushes the sheaves.

PROVERBS 27: 15
“A leaking roof that drives one away in
the day of a steady rain and a contentious
wife are comparable.”
The roofs of most Eastern homes, aside
from those found on the stone houses of

Becauseof winter the lazy one will Notthe \wealthy, are made of tree branches,

canes, palm leaves, and so forth, covered
with a thick layer of earth. These flat
earthen roofs were always susceptible to
cracks and leakage. Imagine the endless,
irritating sound of dripping water during
a steady rain, when the unhappy occupant
can neither sit, stand, work or sleep in
comfort. Such is the plight of the man
who must live under the same roof with
a contentious wife. As an Arab proverb
expresses it: “Three things make a house
uninhabitable: tak (leakage of rain), nak
(a woman’s nagging), and bak (bugs).”
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1 your Creator have a happy future
in front of you—if you watch your con-
duct. Why so much stress on proper con-
duct for young people? Because we are
living in a world gone mad, a world of
delinquents, a world wherein it is consid-
ered smart to gratify one’s desires. Be-
cause it is so easy to make a mistake that
may affect your life for years afterward,
it is wise to watch your conduct. As the
Bible says: “Keep strict watch that how
you walk is not as unwise but as wise per-
sons, buying out the opportune time for
yourselves, because the days are wicked.”
—Eph. 5:15,16.

These are wicked days, and a wicked
world wants to exploit you, to make a prof-
it out of turning you toward improper de-
sires. Recently a New York newspaper re-
ported: “Today’'s teen-agers are a chief
target of a barrage of immoral movies,
magazines, books and commercialized smut
which is unprecedented in size, ugliness,
filthiness and viciousness. . . . Check over
a magazine counter in a railroad station
or drug store and you'll see that most of
the true confession type magazines are
now devoted entirely to illicit teen-age sex
and violence.” You young people are a
target of attack by the Devil's world. For
selfish reasons this world would turn you
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away from God to the worship of
men as so-called “heroes” and to the
doing of impure things in the eyes
of God.
So you need to watch your conduct.

How can you do this? Obey the coun-
sel given in the Bible at 2 Timothy
2:22: “Flee from the desires inciden-
tal to youth.” So do not copy the
young people who are part of this
delinquent world; flee from the de-
sires of this world’s
delinquent
youths.

Most young . peo-

ple In this

world do not

desire to do

God’'s will and

obey him;

they think

mainly of

their own

desires. So

do not copy

them in

their bad-lan-

guage habits.

Many young peo-

ple use language

that is vulgar, lan-

guage that marks them as part of this

wicked world. Watch yourself; do not pick

up these bad words. Flee from them at all

times. Really try to avoid using them. If

you do not know whether a word is really

bad or not, ask your parents. Christian

parents will be able to tell you what words

to flee from. Use good speech.

MANNER OF DRESS AND YOUTHFUL FADS

Do not copy this world’s youths who go
to extremes in their manner of dressing.
Christians are to dress well but not so as
to bring undue attention to themselves.
The young Christian minister wants to
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draw people’'s attention to God and his
Kingdom message. So do not dress as some
of this world's girls do, in tight-fitting
clothing to draw the attention of boys. To
dress in such a manner is to ask for trou-
ble, for this world is wicked.

You young Christians remember reading
in the Bible how wicked men and women
were in the days before the great Flood.
Women in those days apparently dressed
so as to inflame the sexual desires of wick-
ed men. The Aramaic Targums have kept
alive reports as to the bad conduct that
went on before the Flood by saying of that
time:

“And it was when the sons of men began
to multiply upon the face of the earth, and
fair daughters were born to them; and the
sons of the great saw that the daughters
of men were beautiful, and painted, and
curled, walking with revelation of the
flesh, and with imaginations of wicked-
ness.” You young girls, do not mimic the
wicked women of the time before the
Flood nor the girls today who purposely
dress “with revelation of the flesh” by
wearing clothes too snhug, too tight.

You young people, watch your conduct
also as to the dangerous youthful fads of
the day, which vary according to customs
and country. For instance, why copy this
world’s youth in dangerous driving habits,
in so-called thrill-seeking ventures? As a
Christian your life is or will be dedicated
to God; do not threaten your life or injure
your health. You want to be able to do
what God’'s Word says: “Remember, now,
your grand Creator in the days of your
young manhood.” (Eccl. 12:1) So do not
indulge in “dares” and risks that place
your life in danger. Some youths of this
world think it is smart to take habit-
forming drugs for *“kicks,” but they are
likely to ruin their health by doing this.
Do not copy them. Flee from the harmful
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habits of this world, the fads that are not
really smart but downright stupid.

WORLDLY “PRACTICAL JOKES” INJURIOUS

Especially you boys and young men,
watch your conduct as to this world’s
“practical jokes.” Many young persons
think it is fun and a big joke to destroy
the property of others, or to steal it or
injure and disfigure it in some way. Some
delinquent youths think it is fun to dam-
age automobiles, such as slashing tires;
and some even steal parts from automo-
biles or the automobiles themselves. Some
young persons think it is a big joke to turn
in false fire alarms; others turn in false
bomb reports. Recently a fifteen-year-old
boy in the New York area admitted that
he had called almost 300 schools and public
buildings to frighten them with false re-
ports of hidden bombs. Think of the time
lost while those buildings had to be emp-
tied and searched, and the work involved!

Some so-called practical jokes not only
rob people of their time and energy but
may rob them of their health and life it-
self. Throwing stones at trains and setting
fire to someone’s property may Kill people;
and yet some of the delinquent youths of
this world do such things, thinking it is
some kind of a joke. It is no joke. It is
against man’s law and God’s law. “Practi-
cal jokes” can get you in trouble.

God does not excuse us for doing bad
things because we may think it is “fun.”
Rather the Bible says: “Just like some-
one mad that is shooting fiery missiles, ar-
rows and death, so is the man that has
tricked his fellow man and has said: ‘Was
I not having fun?' ” (Prov. 26:18, 19)
When a person tricks someone else and
really hurts him, it is not fun but it is like
a madman going around shooting flaming
missiles and throwing about firebrands
that set houses and buildings on fire. No,
damaging another person’s property or do-
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ing something that may injure him is not
the way for Christians to enjoy themselves.

Watch your conduct, then, and do not
copy the young people who go around
tricking others; when you do something
that affects other persons, always keep in
mind the principle that Jesus Christ set
forth: “Just as you want men to do to you,
do the same way to them.” (Luke 6:31)
If you intend to do something to someone
and you know in your heart that you
would not like to have it done to you—
then do not do it! Flee from the desire! If
you do not want others to tell lies about
you, do not tell lies about others. If you
would not want others to steal from you,
do not steal from them. Jesus spoke in a
positive way, so since you want good done
to you, do good to others. Whatever you
want other young people and adults to do
to you, you also should likewise do to them.

MANNERS IN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE

Watch your conduct as to your manners.
In some parts of this world where boys
and girls go places together, it is often ob-
served that they put their arms around
each other in public places. Usually it is
not that they are engaged to be married,
which is still no proper reason for display-
ing their affection in this way in public.
In some places such as railroad stations
and airports, brief public displays of af-
fection are a different matter, for a dear
one is departing or arriving. But at public
meetings, for instance, for a boy and a girl
to put their arms around each other and
indulge in necking is wholly improper. It
is not kind to others, who are distracted
by such public displays of affection. It is
not kind to their parents nor to those en-
gaging in such display, because it casts an
unfavorable reflection upon all of them.
People wonder: ‘Didn’t the parents of that
boy or girl ever give instruction about con-
duct in public?” Many persons consider it
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disgraceful conduct, and it brings reproach
not only upon the young people but upon
the Christian organization to which they
belong. In public, display good conduct and
manners; do not mimic the worldly teen-
agers.

Just as you youths must guard your
conduct in public so you must also in pri-
vate. When an unmarried boy and a girl
are in private, they need to watch their
conduct; heavy petting, for instance, can
easily arouse the passions and result in
immoral behavior. God condemns and pun-
ishes fornication, even though this world
may think it is the popular thing to do.
What if worldly youths boast of what they
do? Do not imitate them. Do not be dared
or pushed into doing something that you
know is against God’s laws.

HAVE COURAGE TO OBEY GOD

Remember that the big thing is not
whether you dare to do this or that, but,
Do you have the courage to obey God, even
when people all around you are not obey-
ing God? Young people of this world do
not have such courage; they are pushed
and frightened into doing bad things be-
cause they say *“everyone is doing it.”
What if everyone of this delinquent world
is doing something bad? Christians are not
to be a part of this world. Said the Son
of God, in prayer to his Father, concerning
true Christians: “1 have given your word
to them, but the world has hated them,
because they are no part of the world, just
as | am no part of the world.” (John 17:
14) When faced with temptation, ask:
What would God think? You are not try-
ing to please girls and boys of this delin-
quent world, but God. So then, do the
things that God approves. It will take
courage, but courage is a Christian quality
you can cultivate.

To avoid temptation and to watch your
conduct better, avoid close association with
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worldly youths. You do not need to go to
their parties and their gatherings. Those
youths who are not interested in serving
God cannot give you real enjoyment and
happiness. Heed God's command: “Into
the path of the wicked ones do not enter,
and do not walk straight on into the way
of the bad ones. Shun it, do not pass along
by it; turn aside from it, and pass along.
For they do not sleep unless they do bad-
ness, and their sleep has been snatched
away unless they cause someone to stum-
ble. For they have fed themselves with the
bread of wickedness, and the wine of acts
of violence is what they drink.” (Prov. 4:
14-17) So do not cultivate association with
those who are not lovers of Jehovah.

MARRIAGE “ONLY IN THE LORD”

Seek the association of those who are
serving God and who love Him. If you do
not do this, there are many dangers that
will overtake you. One of them is the dan-
ger of marrying someone who is not a lov-
er of Jehovah and dedicated to the doing
of the divine will. Christians are to marry
“only in the
Christians. To violate this divine command
is likely to bring all manner of misery into
one’'s life. Your parents, if they are dedi-
cated Christians, can likely tell you from
their knowledge of the experiences of oth-
ers how often unhappiness overtakes those
who ignore God’s will as to proper asso-
ciations and marriage mates.

Your parents have had much experience
with this delinquent world. Benefit from
their experience. Do not think you know
it all. You cannot. When parents tell their
children that teen-age marriages are not
likely to bring the happiness they seek,
they know what they are talking about.
Statistics show that teen-age marriages
have less chance of success. One doctor
who has had much experience with teen-
age marriages writes:
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“l know a man who at the age of 19
married a girl of the same age. Three
years later they had two children. The
parents, twenty-two now, have awakened
as from a dream. They do not like each
other and if it were not for the children
they would be divorced. . . . Precocious
[early] marriage deprives . . . youngsters
of a period in their lives in which they
should be still free and learn what love of
an adult may be. Instead they often marry
for the fun of it, interrupting with this
premature step a development that we
might call the post-adolescent time before
marriage. . . . The adolescent and post-
adolescent periods are not only prepara-
tory years for marriage, but also have
value in themselves, being the time in
which juvenile idealism has to be tested
against the onslaught of reality. ... In my
opinion, it is better if part of this period
is lived through before getting married.”

So do not rush into marriage because
other teen-agers do. Christian marriage
brings heavy responsibilities. Heed your
arents’ counsel. Do not show disrespect
‘%ﬁ"@é?é’nts or mature Christians who try
to help you.

Watch your conduct by keeping busy in
God’'s Kingdom ministry. Work with other
youths in the ministry, under the super-
vision of an adult. Enjoy the many happy
experiences of the ministry, experiences
you will be eager to tell others about. Have
a happy time doing God's will. So much
must yet be done before this wicked world
soon goes down into destruction at Arma-
geddon. So do not copy this world and its
delinquent youths. Imitate God and his
Christian witnesses. Always have “plenty
to do in the work of the Lord, knowing
that your labor is not in vain in connection
with the Lord.” Then your future will be
a happy one in God’'s new world.—1 Cor.
15:58.



of ENDURANCE

As told by F. J. Franske

NDIANS still roamed the plains of the

Canadian west and my job was in the
saddle on the cattle range when | was a
boy. It was the kind of life that calls for
endurance, but one with only limited re-
wards. In 1921 a new life opened to me,
much of it still in the rugged west, but
calling for endurance in the service of God.
The rewards have been many.

Careful study of the Word of God
showed me that there was work to be
done, educating others for life. It was the
article “Birth of the Nation” in The
Watchtower, in 1925, that really clinched
the matter for me. | read and reread that
article, and as | did, it opened to me an
appreciation of the kingdom of God that
was so wonderful, so all-embracing that |
decided that service in such a cause was
worth all it might require to make it my
own.

SATISFYING SERVICE

That year my brother and | volunteered
for colporteur service and the Watch Tow-
er Society sent us out as one of four
“School Teams” to give Bible lectures in
the schools throughout the prairie prov-
inces. The response was good, and the
hitching rails outside were often lined with
saddle horses while the cow punchers in-
side listened to the lecture. One of our
subjects was “Is Hell Hot?” and by the
time we showed that the Bible hell is no
hotter than the grave, the local preachers
began to feel that it could be plenty hot
right here on earth. Once, through a mis-
understanding, | shared the platform with
a politician. Was his face red! But the au-
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dience enjoyed the setting. In fact, the
family with whom we stayed accepted the
message, and one of the girls took up the
full-time preaching work as a pioneer.

Came 1929 and the need for endurance
in a new field. The Society sent me to New-
foundland in charge of the schooner “Mor-
ton.” At the time my knowledge of ships
was nil, but during the years that followed,
parts of twelve of which were spent at sea,
I had opportunity to learn a lot. My part-
ner, Jimmy James, and | preached in all
the outports of Newfoundland and in parts
of Labrador. Often we encountered rough
seas, dense fog and heavy ice floes. Once
we struck a submerged rock at full speed,
and on another occasion we were barri-
caded behind a huge iceberg that moved
into the harbor entrance during the night.
In winter | often traveled the coast with
a dog team. With the Eskimos we bartered
for fur and leather goods; from the New-
foundlanders we received cash and dried
fish or other items in exchange for Bible
literature, and placements were phenome-
nal. It was satisfying work.

In Montreal, where 1 found myself in
1931, there was no rough sea to contend
with, but the Quebec mobs, goaded on by
their priests, were equally unpredictable,
and they came after us when we tried to
preach from the Bible. Even the police did
the bidding of the clergy, and it seemed
that every policeman in the city was look-
ing for us. We made regular visits to the
police station, but we did not quit. We
knew the scripture that says: “If, when
you are doing good and you suffer, you
endure it, this is a thing agreeable with
God.”—1 Pet. 2:20.
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The next year | was in charge of a
group of pioneers that specialized in field
ministry and holding weekend conventions
throughout the province of Ontario. It was
interesting work, but strenuous. Unfortu-
nately, 1 had not yet learned to conserve
my strength; | pushed too hard, and that
fall 1 took the count for a nervous break-
down. The condition proved to be recur-
rent, and | needed a change.

ENDURANCE IN THE CARIBOO

I returned to the west coast and joined
up with an ex-mounted policeman and we
devoted ourselves to preaching throughout
the famous Cariboo ranching and gold-
mining country of central British Colum-
bia among the miners, loggers, trappers,
ranchers and Indians. It was a man’s
country—rough but productive. So sparse
were the settlements and so great the dis-
tances from towns and between calls that
it was difficult to keep a supply of food,
so we carried a rifle and shot our meat or
fished for it in the rushing mountain
streams. Our fare ranged from berries and
wild grouse to moose and bear steak.
Bread was baked in a frying pan over an
open campfire. We were really living off
the fat of the land.

How often when day was done we sat
under the fragrant pines by the towering
mountains and watched the sparkling em-
bers of our crackling fire! There under the
starry skies we discussed The Watchtower
or mused upon the Scriptures and the won-
derful prospects ahead under the Kingdom
for which we worked and prayed.

Next spring our plans met with disaster
when my partner was killed in a motor
accident. | tried to go it alone, but, periodi-
cally isolated for a month at a time, |
could not make it. There had to be some
adjustment in my circumstances if | was
to continue.

I needed a companion, and the one |
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found was patient, practical, uncomplain-
ing and true-blue from the start. We were
married in 1935 and together carried on
operations in the Cariboo. Our territory
was rugged. Many times we almost slipped
over the precipitous mountain trails, and
once we were swamped in the morass and
had to be literally lifted out, car and all.
On another occasion, while doing part-
time work, | received a severe ax cut on
my leg. No doctor was available and it
looked bad, but we managed to treat it by
applying raw balsam gum fresh from the
trees. We loved our territory and its peo-
ple. Their cheery invitation to “Come right
in, the door is open” always put a glow in
our hearts. Many heart-warming friend-
ships developed with both Indians and
Whites while we were there, and now the
country is covered with a network of con-
gregations of Jehovah'’s witnesses.

BACK TO THE BOATS

After brief periods of service on Van-
couver lIsland, in Winnipeg and on the So-
ciety’s boat, my nerves began to wear thin
again. | was putting in time but was not
really on the job. A complete change was
needed, so | shipped as engineer on a tug-
boat. While that was good for me physi-
cally, it kept me from congregation meet-
ings and association with my Christian
brothers, and that was killing. So | bought
my own salmon trolling boat and did fish-
ing while my wife continued to pioneer in
Vancouver. Just as we were laying plans
to have a large deep-sea trolling boat built
with spacious cabin for living quarters, so
we could pioneer along the British Colum-
bia coast, my wife fell ill with cancer, and
in November of 1946 | buried her. Now
what?

Despondency pressed hard, but marking
time in idleness is no cure for such a loss.
I went ahead with work on the boat and
invited Jim Quinn along as a partner. To-
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gether we carried the Kingdom message
to every island, inlet, logging camp, light-
house and settlement along the coast. We
put in more than two hundred hours a
month preaching and logged ninety hours
traveling, much of it at night. But we left
a trail of Bible literature from Vancouver
to Prince Rupert and on into Alaska. In
twelve months we obtained over fifteen
hundred subscriptions for The Watchtower
and Awake! My head was clear again.

INCREASED SERVICE PRIVILEGES

That fall I was invited to become a trav-
eling representative of the Society in the
circuit work; so I left the boat to visit con-
gregations on the west coast. It was in-
tensely interesting work. A few years later
I was appointed district servant, regularly
serving assemblies. Canada was then di-
vided into two districts; | served the west
while Jack Nathan served the east. We
traveled by car, train, ship and airplane in
order to cover the great distances. After
a year our districts were switched, and |
went east.

Following the 1953 New World Society
Assembly in New York city, | was invited
to become a member of the Canadian Beth-
el family. Appointment as the farm serv-
ant on the Canadian Kingdom Farm was
an unanticipated privilege and one that
put me in line for much valuable experi-
ence. While continuing to share in the
field ministry, 1 came to appreciate more
than ever that there is other work that is
part of the ministry. In this case it was
providing the physical food needed for the
hard workers at Bethel in order to keep
Bible publications and instructions flowing
to the ministers out in the field. This new
assignment called for a knowledge of dairy-
ing, gardening, fruit raising and all that
goes with them. It took me back to my
boyhood days in the west. Since | had
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grown up around cattle, the cows and I
did well.

REWARDS ENJOYED

How many things we have learned in
Jehovah's service, and how beneficial they
are! Over the years we have learned how
to live and work closely with brothers and
sisters who are imperfect but who are will-
ing to overlook differences because they
love Jehovah and one another. We have
learned how to forget personalities and
apply Christian principles with impartiali-
ty. We have learned that none of us can
be lone wolves but that we need one an-
other. The warm friendship and enthusi-
astic expressions of our Christian brothers
buoy us up when we feel low, and medita-
tion on God's Word along with earnest
prayer are like a healing balm to flagging
spirits.

I have never enjoyed the customary
pleasures of family life, but my association
with the huge family of God's people and
the privileges | have enjoyed in serving its
interests have built up for me a backlog of
pleasurable relationships that can be nei-
ther evaluated nor duplicated by any other
experience. Wherever | go, at Kingdom
Halls or conventions, individuals ask, “Do
you remember me?” and then they remind
me of some occasion when we served to-
gether, perhaps a time when | helped to
start them out in the service or gave them
the encouragement they needed to get over
a hump. Who would want to exchange such
a wealth of experiences, such an apprecia-
tive family, for anything in the old world?

The experiences of my life have proved
to me that Jehovah does indeed deal with
his people through his organization but
that he also sustains them personally in
time of need. We cannot rely on ourselves,
thinking that we will not fall. We must
look to Him, and when we do he supplies
strength commensurate to the demand.
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As the apostle Paul so well expressed it:
“Consequently let him that thinks he is
standing beware that he does not fall. No
temptation has taken you except what is
common to men. But God is faithful, and
he will not let you be tempted beyond what
you can bear, but along with the tempta-
tion he will also make the way out in order
for you to be able to endure it.”—1 Cor.
10:12,13.

If 1 had given up when the going got
tough, I would have lost out on so much.
The problems that have confronted me are
only those that are common to imperfect
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men; sometimes they are hard, but for one
who trusts in Jehovah the spirit of God is
a wonderful sustaining force.

My hair is graying now and | have
slowed up. It has become necessary to step
aside in favor of younger and more capable
men, but | am not yet down and out. There
is still spring in my step and a song of
praise to God in my heart.

How grateful 1 am to God that he has
strengthened me to endure in his service!
What a full life, what rewards, what deep
satisfaction have been mine for devoting
my life to the service of God!

A Il Should Witness

“The evangelism program of a congregation is off center when all
witnessing is left to the pastor. It is also off center when the pastor
expects his people to witness and does not equip, train and organize
them for this basic work. He is to be a witness to witnesses and a
trainer and organizer of witnesses.”—The Lutheran Witness of October

20, 1959.

 What answer can be given to those who
point out that certain dates given by Egyptolo-
gists conflict with the chronology published in
The Watchtower?—C. V., United States.

The facts are that the Egyptologists have
more self-assurance than proofs for the dates
they give for the various Egyptian dynasties.
Bearing this out is the following quotation
from the book, Archaeology of Palestine, pages
219, 220, written by W. F. Albright, the leading
Palestinian archaeologist in the United States:

“It is frequently said that the scientific
quality of Palestinian archaeology has been
seriously impaired by the religious preconcep-
tions of scholars who have excavated in the
Holy Land. It is true that some archaeologists
have been drawn to Palestine by their interest

in the Bible, and that some of them had re-
ceived their previous training mainly as
Biblical scholars. The writer has known many
such scholars, but he recalls scarcely a single
case where their religious views seriously in-
fluenced their results. Some of these scholars
were radical critics; still others were more
conservative critics, others again were
thorough-going conservatives. But their archae-
ological conclusions were almost uniformly
independent of their critical views.

“There have been a few cases [but] the
violence done to scholarly objectivity by some
of these Palestinian excavators is slight indeed
when compared to the damage to Egyptology
which resulted from the wholesale brigandage
of Belzoni and Passallacqua, or the airtight
monopoly of the field by Mariette and the
ruthless exploitation of royal tombs by Ame-
lieau. Nor should we forget that some of the
foremost scientific excavators, such as Petrie
and Reisner, won some of their fairest laurels
in Palestine. As an illustration of the caution
practised by leading Palestinian archaeologists
it is interesting to recall that Petrie and Bliss,
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MacAlister and Watzinger, followed by all
others, nearly always set their dates too low,
while in Egypt dates were generally placed
far too high. Here we have the curious spec-
tacle of an archaeological chronology being
progressively raised in

Palestine, while in

Egypt it has had to be COMING
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This is a question that has been repeatedly
asked and almost invariably it has been quoted
by a Roman Catholic. According to the Knights
of Columbus Information Service, this state-
ment does not represent the Roman Catholic
viewpoint. But on the
other hand a priest,
speaking in behalf of

progressively lowered.” % Loyalty with a Unified Heart. St. Patrick’s Cathedral
From the foregoing 0 Prophésying with _the Loyal Organization. in New York, observed
. 9 The Custom of Praying “for the Dead. hat i |

the Christian may draw 9 The Good News According to Matthew. that it was more natura
several conclusions. 9 When God Speaks, Do You Listen? to put one's seed into

First and most impor-

tant of all, the fact that

the chronology of the Egyptologists does not
harmonize with that of the Bible is no cause
for concern or alarm; such a discrepancy need
not be taken seriously. Secondly, that it ap-
pears that the Egyptologists were likely to be
less conscientious than were the Palestinians.
On the other hand, the archaeologists of Pal-
estine were so conscientious that they leaned
over backward in not assigning an older date
than was absolutely necessary.

£ Could you help me find the statement,
supposedly in the Bible, that “it is better for
a man to put his seed in the belly of a whore
than to cast it upon the ground” ?— M. P., United
States.

the belly of a whore

than to spill it on the
ground although there was no scripture to that
effect. This is the type of thinking employed by
Roman Catholic priests in certain parts of
Italy, for they have gone on record as excusing
fornication and adultery so long as birth con-
trol was not practiced.

Obviously, the statement runs counter to all
that the Scriptures have to say on the subject
of sexual intercourse. Nevertheless, it may be
that the saying is a corruption of the Scriptural
record regarding Onan, who wasted his seed on
the ground rather than perform the duty of
levirate marriage toward his deceased brother’s
wife, because of which he was slain by Jehovah.
—Gen. 38:9.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FIELD MINISTRY

Devoted servants of God stay spiritually
awake in these critical times. (Luke 12:37)
They keep busy doing the work assigned them
by God. In fulfilling their God-given commis-
sion, during September Jehovah’s witnesses will
be offering to all persons the latest Bible-study
aids published by the Watch Tower Society.

NOW IN ONE VOLUME
The New World Translation of the Holy Scrip-
tures, produced in six volumes over a period
of ten years, is now available in one volume.
It is a revised text, printed in clear legible

type, two columns to the page. Comprehensive
concordance, appendix, maps. Hard-bound green
cover with gold-embossed title, special Bible
paper, 1472 pages, size 7 5/16" x 4 7/8" x 1 1/8".
New also is the highly informative hard-bound
book (et Your Name Be Sanctified” 384 pages,
complete scripture index. Orders are now be-
ing filled! Send at once! Both for only $1.50.

“WATCHTOWER”
October 15:
Page 553.
October 22: Using Life in Harmony with the
Will of God. Page 559.

STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
Respect for the Sanctity of Blood.



