ytm zoztricirixf

JEHOVAH'S
KINGDOM

JANUARY 1, 1961
Semimonthly

BUILD TO THE FUTURE
SHOWING FRUITAGE OF THE SPIRIT
APPLY YOUR HEARTS

WHO IS YOUR GOD?

OWTB&TS

]1W /i

1T

YOU ARE MY WITNESSES,” SAYS JEHOVAH.—Isa.43:12



THE PURPOSE OF "THE WATCHTOWER"

Literal towers in Bible times were elevated vantage points from which
watchmen could observe happenings, warn of danger, or announce good
news. Our magazine figuratively occupies such a vantage point, for it is
founded on the very pinnacle of wisdom, God’s Word. That elevates it
above racial, national and political propagandas and prejudices, frees it from
selfish bias. It is not bound by any traditional creed, but its message advanc-
es as the light on God’s purposes and works increases.— Habakkuk 2:1-3.

It sees things Scripturally. When it observes this generation afflicted
with greed, delinquency, hypocrisy, atheism, war, famine, pestilence, perplex-
ity and fear, and persecution of unpopular minorities, it does not parrot the
old fable about history repeating itself. Informed by Bible prophecy, it sees in
these things the sign of the world’s time of the end. But with bright hope it
also sees opening up for us just beyond these woes the portals of a new world.

Thus viewed, "The Watchtower” stands as a watchman atop a tower,
alert to what is going on, awake to note signs of danger, faithful to point out
the way of escape. It announces Jehovah’s kingdom established by Christ’'s
enthronement in heaven, feeds his kingdom joint-heirs with spiritual food,
cheers men of good will with glorious prospects of eternal life in a paradise
earth, comforts us with the resurrection promise for the dead.

It is not dogmatic, but has a confident ring in its voice, because it is
based on God’s Word. It does not privately interpret prophecy, but calls at-
tention to physical facts, sets them alongside prophecy, and you see for your-
self how well the two match, how accurately Jehovah interprets his own
prophecy. In the interests of our salvation, it keeps sharp and faithful focus
on Bible truth, and views religious news generally.

‘Be watchful in these perilous times,” God admonishes. So keep on the
watch by regularly reading "The Watchtower’.
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y* your
God?” That is
the most important
question anyone could
ask you. The confusion and strife that are
in the world today on every plane of hu-
man endeavor are due more to the differ-
ence in gods that people worship than to
any other one factor. The Eastern bloc
worships the god of military forces, the
neutral bloc worships, in the main, pagan
deities, whereas the Western bloc gives at
least lip service to the God of the Bible.
And individuals, by their course of action,
betray the kind of god they worship.

Yes, in the minds of men there are ‘gods
many and lords many,’ even as an inspired
apostle of Jesus Christ observed long years
ago. However, in view of the orderliness of
the universe it just cannot be that there
is more than one true God. If there were,
we would find the same confusion in the
inanimate universe that we find in the in-
telligent human creation on earth—gods or
rulers having differing laws and at war
with one another. It is because the entire
universe has one Lawgiver that scientists
are able to discover these laws and work
out practical methods in using the prin-
ciples governing these laws for the good—
and all too often for the harm—of man.
—1 Cor. 8:5, 6.

The Creator endowed man with the fac-
ulty of worship, and for mam's own well-

being he must

worship God.

This is a fact

that modern

psychothera-

pists are learn-
ing to appreciate more and more. But un-
less one is worshiping the one true God,
the Creator, he is, in effect, worshiping
“the god of this system of things,” Satan
the Devil. As Jesus said: “He that is not
on my side is against me, and he that does
not gather with me scatters.”—2 Cor. 4:4;
Eph. 2:2; Matt. 12:30.

Who is your God? Perhaps you will an-
swer, as did H. Wouk, a popular author,
in the book
is the Creator, the God of the Bible. But
is he in fact? Suppose a fellow employee
boasted that the boss was his friend, and
yet he did not know the boss’ name, what
kind of man he was and what his goals in
life were; at the same time this employee
loafed at his work. What would you think
of his boast? If the boss really was his
friend he certainly would know the boss’
name, his characteristics, his goal in life.
And then, instead of loafing at his work,
he would be giving his best because he was
working for his friend. Right?

So, if the God of the Bible, the Creator,
is your God, then you should, first of all,
know what his name is. Do you? You say
“God” is his name? No, that is merely a
title, as is “boss.” Did you say, “Jesus

Thisls My God, that your God
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Christ” ? No, that is the name of God's Son.
Then what is God's name? He tells us in
his Word: “l am Jehovah. That is my
name.” “You, whose name is Jehovah, you
alone are the Most High.” Yes, the true
God has a name that distinguishes him
from the many imitation or false gods.
—Isa. 42:8; Ps. 83:18; 1 Cor. 8:5, 6.

If the God of the Bible is your God, you
will also know what his basic character-
istics or attributes are. What are they?
They are four. First, justice: “A God of
faithfulness, with whom there is no in-
justice; righteous and upright is he.” Sec-
ond, power: “With God all things are pos-
sible.” Third, wisdom: “Jehovah himself
in wisdom founded the earth. He solidly
fixed the heavens in discernment. By his
knowledge the . . . skies keep dripping
down light rain.” And fourth, love. “God
is love.”—Deut. 32:4; Matt. 19:26; Prov.
3:19, 20; 1 John 4:8.

Further, if your God is the God of the
Bible, you should be familiar with his pur-
poses. Then when others reproach him, be-
cause of ignorance or malice, you will be
able to defend his good name just as you
would that of any earthly friend. Does
someone accuse your God Jehovah of be-
ing merely the tribal God of the Jews?
They are wrong. The faithful men of old
from Abel to Jacob were not Jews. Besides,
all humankind are recipients of Jehovah's
blessings and yet will be. It is only that at
one time Jehovah gave the Israelites, later
known as Jews, certain privileges because
of the faith of their forebears. Jesus Christ
worshiped the God of Moses; his followers
will do likewise.—Rom. 3:29.

Or, if someone found fault with your God
because He used the armies of Israel to
destroy certain pagan peoples in times
past, you, as a Christian, should be able
to clear God’'s name from this reproach
also. Those pagan Canaanites deserved to
die because of being steeped in the vilest
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immorality. Since Jehovah is earth’s right-
ful Sovereign and Judge, he is free to
choose the means of executing criminals:
the Flood for the antediluvians, fire for
those of Sodom and Gomorrah, the literal
sword for the Canaanites.—Deut. 9:4-6.

Then, again, should some, because mis-
ery and injustice are the lot of human-
kind, deny that Jehovah God exists, how
will you answer? Many persons have no
answer. But the Bible has. In the first
place, let it be noted that mankind has
only itself to blame. True, God could have
at once wiped out the principals in the
Edenic rebellion, but God was challenged
as to his ability to have creatures upon
this earth that would remain true to him
under test. To answer that challenge God
had to permit suffering, even as the book
of Job shows. Once Jehovah God has
fully refuted these charges and answered
Satan’s challenge, he will destroy all evil-
doers and bring about conditions upon
earth that will leave no doubt as to his
existence, sovereignty and attributes.

One more relevant point—your conduct.
Does it belie your claim that the God of the
Bible is your God? If he truly is your God,
you will try to please him by your very
way of life. Actions speak—often louder
than words. You must ‘love Jehovah with
your whole heart, soul, mind and strength.’
You must also “love your neighbor as
yourself.”—Mark 12:30, 31.

So, who is your God? You do have one;
even those who deny belief in God have a
god they serve. If your God is the God of
the Bible, the Creator, then you know his
name, his attributes and his purposes. Then
you are able to vindicate him when he is
reproached. Then too, you live so as to
please him. Otherwise, your god, in effect,
is “the god of this system of things,” the
base, would-be rival of the one true God
Jehovah.



/'O UILDING is a pleasure!

*J j Over the centuries man

has made great progress in

building, and what he is now making in
the way of new things is truly amazing.
Man has built comfortable homes, mam-
moth factories, automatic machines, huge
bridges, unique skyscrapers, jet airliners,
and yet this does not satisfy. Some want
to live in outer space! But are all these
constructive achievements appreciated by
man, or does man prefer to be a destroyer?
How often have you picked up your daily
paper to read in the headlines—WAR?
How many pictures have you seen, how
many stories have you read, how many
history books have you studied about war?
Yes, you have seen the destruction that
man has brought upon his own work. Men
spend billions of dollars and unnumbered
man-hours of work building for their own
enjoyment. Then other men, or perhaps
even the builders themselves, bring about
the destruction of their projects. Is this
building to the future?

2 In just the past few years war has
eled many great cities to the ground. To-
day no one knows if the city in which he
lives will be leveled to the ground tomor-
row. What is wrong with man, the builder?
Has he no sense or reason? Has all the
world gone mad? Where is security? How
disturbing to observe the great statesmen
in the world, assembled in the United Na-
tions, quarreling! Now this one, then that
one, vies for power and world domination.
1. (a) What are some of man’s accomplishments in the
field of building? (b) Does this mean he really appre-

ciates his achievements? i
2. Show why there is great concern with the world

situation today.

Even the great re-

ligious systems of

Christendom are

to get to-

. The power-

organi-

zations inside the

different nations

do not see eye to

eye. Big business is selfishly grasping for

power everywhere. True, they all build,

but are they building just to destroy? Are

they pursuing the policy, Rule or ruin?

How foolish! Solomon wisely wrote: “The

truly wise woman has built up her house,

but the foolish one tears it down with her
own hands.”—Prov. 14:1.

3  Jesus Christ, the Leader of Christian-

ity, gave the right and only solution for
peace and prosperity and told his followers
to seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness. Does Christendom seek that
kingdom today? Certainly not! Their great
hope is the United Nations. Jesus, how-
ever, taught the first

Christians to pray,
“Let your king-
dom come. Let
your will come

to pass,” but
Christendom’s

“In the house of the

abundant store, but in the
produce of the wicked one
there is troublesomeness.”

IeVc_lergy pray for

the United Na-

tions as man’s on

ly hope. The lead

ers in government and
religion are blind guides,
just as Jesus said: “Every
plant that my heavenly
Father did not plant will
be uprooted. Let them be.
Blind guides is what
they are. If, then, a blind
man guides a blind man,
both will fall into a pit.”

3. (a) What solution for peace did Jesus give? (b) Does
Christendom turn to that solution?



6 STKWATCHTOWER,

(Matt. 15:13, 14) In the pit is where all
the foolish ones will find themselves at the
battle of Armageddon.

4What this world needs is someone who
can build and keep on building into the
future. All earthly rulers for the past six
thousand years have built nothing lasting.
Where are their kingdoms now? Look at
the changes since 1914! The facts prove
man needs a righteous leader with wisdom
who wants to do God’s will, not man’s. With
the majority of mankind hungry, poorly
housed and not well educated, there must
be someone better than anyone we have
had who can lead the people. The Word of
God says there is, in these words of invita-
tion: “Incline your ear and come to me.
Listen, and your soul will keep alive, and
I shall readily conclude with you people an
indefinitely lasting covenant respecting the
loving-kindnesses to David that are faith-
ful. Look! As a witness to the national
groups | have given him, as a leader and
commander to the national groups.” (lsa.
55:3, 4) That leader is Christ Jesus, the
promised One who can and will bless all
the families of the earth.

BUILDING THE CHRISTIAN CONGREGATION

5This wisest of all men who ever walked
upon this earth said: “Who of you that
wants to build a tower does not first sit
down and figure out the expense, to see if
he has enough to complete it? Otherwise,
he might lay its foundation but not have
the funds to finish it, and all the onlookers
might start to ridicule him, saying: ‘This
man started to build but had not the funds
to finish.”” (Luke 14:28-30) Jesus started
to build God’'s kingdom class, the Chris-
tian congregation, 1900 years ago. (Matt.
16:18) Today he is establishing it in the
4. What does this world need for a secure future, and

how does God’'s Word assure such a provision?
5. What building work did Jesus start 19Q0 years ago?
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heavens to rule the new world with him.
To finish building the new world of right-
eousness he must soon destroy the Devil,
the god of this evil world, and his wicked
system of things on this earth. Then will
come the paradise new earth. But what
building work has been going on under
Christ's direction in proof of this state-
ment?

6 Moses, the prophet of Israel, was a

great leader and an organizer of a nation
whose God was Jehovah. There was one,
though, even greater than Moses. “In fact,
Moses said: ‘Jehovah God will produce for
you from among your brothers a prophet
like me. You must listen to him according
to all the things he speaks to you. Indeed,
any soul that does not listen to that Proph-
et will be completely destroyed from
among the people.” ” (Acts 3:22, 23) That
one was Christ Jesus. Moses had led an or-
ganization of millions of people out of the
land of Egypt. God had prepared this peo-
ple and made them into a nation and then
appointed Moses to be their leader and
mediator. But when Jesus came to earth
he had to start building a new organiza-
tion. He was sent to the lost sheep of
Israel. He preached to them that the king-
dom of the heavens was at hand. In ad-
vance of him, his forerunner John the Bap-
tist had got “ready for Jehovah a prepared
people.” (Luke 1:17) Jesus Christ was to
lead these to begin building a new organi-
zation. When he started his Christian min-
istry he went to John the Baptist. John
directed his followers to Jesus. Jesus had
to build something new, because the old
was just a picture or a shadow of the new.
Jesus was to build a spiritual house with
those who had faith in the true God. He
had a big task. Would he be successful?
Success meant life for men and women of
faith.

6. (a) How had Moses foretold the coming of Jesus?

(b) To aid Jesus in his building work, what did John
the Baptist do?
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7  Life is interesting and to be enjoyed.

Life is what man wants to hold on to. With-
out life man can do nothing. Now the way
of everlasting life was to be opened up to
mankind through Christ Jesus, because
God gave his Son “in order that everyone
exercising faith in him might not be de-
stroyed but have everlasting life.” (John
3:16) It was this Son of God who said:
“l am the way and the truth and the
life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.” (John 14:6) Jesus really
opened up the way of life for all faithful
followers. He called twelve, taught them
and sent them out to preach just as he did.
He gathered around himself men who loved
truth and righteousness, and with these he
began to build a new organization. There
was a small number, or a remnant, of the
Jews in Jesus’ days, lovers of righteous-
ness, who accepted God's way of getting
eternal life. Long before then Micah, as
God’'s spokesman, wrote: “l shall without
fail collect the remaining ones of Israel to-
gether. In unity | shall set them, like a
flock in the pen, like a drove in the midst
of its pasture; they will be noisy because
of men.” (Mic. 2:12) Jesus Christ, a good
shepherd, gathered the men of faith and
wisdom and brought them together “like
a flock in the pen.” There they would be
secure, under the guidance of the Master,
and especially under the protection of their
God, Jehovah. Having brought them to-
gether, he was here able to teach them and
feed them with spiritual food, building
them up so that they, too, could go out into
the world and be ministers themselves and
still be at unity or together like a drove in
a pasture or a flock in a pen. They would
always be one flock no matter where each
individual would be.

7. (a) What steps did Jesus take in gathering people
to himself? (b) How did this fulfill Micah 2:12?
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AN ENDURING, UNIFIED ORGANIZATION
8Jesus finished his earthly work. He
died upon the torture stake at the hands
of those opposed to God's kingdom, both
the religious and political rulers. On the
third day after his death he was raised
from the dead by Jehovah’'s power as an
immortal heavenly creature. What would
happen to this new organization that he
had built up around himself? They had
been invited into a new covenant. They
would be the first ones of a little flock of
whom Jesus said: “Have no fear, little
flock, because your Father has approved
of giving you the kingdom.” (Luke 12:32)
Would they stay together now, as it were,
in a pen, feeling the same security as they
did when Christ Jesus was with them?
Would they continue building what Jesus
had started?

9The facts show that at Pentecost these
same faithful followers of Christ Jesus
were still together, and then God's holy
spirit descended upon them and they “start-
ed to speak in different tongues”; and
from then on the preaching of the good
news of God's kingdom took on a new im-
petus. On that occasion Peter spoke to a
great crowd of people, and the historian
says: “Those who embraced his word
heartily were baptized, and on that day
about three thousand souls were added.”
(Acts 2:41) Now what did these newly
converted Jews do when they dedicated
themselves to this Christian way of wor-
shiping God? “They continued devoting
themselves to the teaching of the apostles
and to association together.” (Acts 2:42)
Here we see the congregation of God, the
new spiritual Israel, being built up and
trained for bigger work.
8, 9. (@) What questions about Jesus’ building work

might arise due to the fact that he died? (b) What did
happen to his building work?



8 SReWATCHTOWER

DPaul, an aggressive apostle of Jesus
Christ, was a great builder too, and a true,
faithful follower of his Master. He gath-
ered together those who dedicated their
lives to Jehovah’s service and organized
them into congregations. It was he who
said: “According to the undeserved kind-
ness of God which was given to me, as a
wise director of works | laid a foundation,
but someone else is building on it. But let
each one keep watching how he is building
on it. For no man can lay any other foun-
dation than what is laid, which is Jesus
Christ.” (1 Cor. 3:10,11) Paul built to the
future, but always on the true rock Jesus
Christ. He knew that he was building new
Christians into the structure of the Chris-
tian organization, Jehovah's theocratic or-
ganization. He was not trying to build a
sect with himself as its foundation. This
would cause division and would be a bad
example. That is why he stated so positive-
ly to the Corinthians: “What, then, is Apol-
los? Yes, what is Paul? Ministers through
whom you became believers, even as the
Lord granted each one. | planted, Apollos
watered, but God kept making it grow; so
that neither is he that plants anything nor
is he that waters, but God who makes it
grow. Now he that plants and he that wa-
ters are one, but each person will receive
his own reward according to his own labor.
For we are God’s fellow workers. You peo-
ple are God’s field under cultivation, God'’s
building.”—1 Cor. 3:5-9.

1 Paul had the true perspective of what
it meant to be a Christian in the congre-
gation of God. The whole congregation of
spiritual Israelites was God's. The great
gathering work taking place after Jesus
died upon the torture stake was to be to
God's glory. The spiritual Israelites were
10. How did Paul show he was following Jesus in car-
rying on the building work, and to whom did he give
g[jelcljclitl rfg?’; new ones added to the congregation, to God's

11. What responsibility came upon each member added
to the congregation?
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taken into the new covenant and commis-
sioned to preach God's kingdom every-
where. They therefore made disciples of
people of all nations, and these people from
all national groups were being baptized in
the name of the Father, the Son and the
holy spirit. Jesus had once been Jehovah’s
special ambassador here upon the earth,
but now all these newly dedicated Chris-
tians had to be ambassadors. That is why
Paul emphatically told the Corinthians:
“We are therefore ambassadors substitut-
ing for Christ, as though God were mak-
ing entreaty through us. As substitutes
for Christ we beg: ‘Become reconciled to
God.” ” (2 Cor. 5:20) The work of recon-
ciliation must go on! Instead of Christ
preaching, all his faithful followers must
minister, each one being an ambassador.
Each individual was a substitute for Christ.
Not just the appointed overseers of the
many congregations, but all others asso-
ciated with the apostles and ministerial
servants were such substitutes.

D  Peter agreed with Paul as to the or-

ganization. There could be only one organ-
ization, and that one must be built on
Christ and be “God’s building.” Each be-
lieving individual begotten by God’s holy
spirit comes into Jehovah's organization
as a living stone. Each one becomes part
of God’s “spiritual house.” Paul called it
“God’'s building.” Christ Jesus, of course,
was the first true “living stone” of this
new building or “spiritual house.” Peter
said: “Coming to him as to a living stone,
rejected, it is true, by men, but chosen,
precious, with God, you yourselves also as
living stones are being built up a spiritual
house for the purpose of a holy priesthood,
to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable
to God through Jesus Christ.” (1 Pet. 2:
4, 5) Peter, Paul and all the other apostles,
along with thousands of others who made

12. Who make up the spiritual house of God, and how
do they remain a part of God's building?
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up the Christian church of the first cen-
tury, preached so as to “offer up spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God,” and really
proved to be living stones in God's build-
ing, his one congregation. All these Chris-
tians together make up God'’s building, and
they kept building to the future. Their de-
termination was to remain in this “spirit-
ual house” and never be rejected. There is
only one way that anyone can remain in
this “spiritual house,” and that is by being
faithful in doing the will of Jehovah God.
One of the ways to prove faithful is to fol-
low Jesus’ admonition: “Go therefore and
make disciples of people of all the nations,
. . teaching them to observe all the things
I have commanded you.”—Matt. 28:19, 20.
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of men.” (Mic. 2:12) World-wide, Jeho-
vah's witnesses can be heard, in all nations,
but still as one voice, declaring the good
news of God's kingdom.

BUILDING WITH THE CHRISTIAN
CONGREGATION

UBeing gathered together with this
“little flock” we find today a great crowd
of Christian people doing the same joyful
work. How is this? Because hundreds of
thousands of people are today finding the
truth in God's Word and dedicating their
lives to God’s service. They come into God'’s
organization with the remnant of the “lit-
tle flock” to find a place of security, “like
a flock in the pen.” There they find peace

B The early church was held in unity beand safety from everything that has dis-

cause each one had Jehovah's spirit and
put confidence in the written Word of God.
God’s spirit and His Word cemented this
Christian congregation into one, into
“God’s building” or “spiritual house.” Pe-
ter, when addressing Christians, showed
the importance of the Holy Scriptures. He
said: “If anyone speaks, let him speak as
it were the sacred pronouncements of God;
if anyone ministers, let him minister as de-
pendent on the strength which God sup-
plies; so that in all things God may be
glorified through Jesus Christ.” (1 Pet.
4:11) From that day to this the Scriptural
admonition is the same: use the Holy
Scriptures; speak the “sacred pronounce-
ments of God.” The final gathering of those
who make up the “spiritual house” of God
is now going on in these last days. The
Scriptures show there is a remnant of this
“spiritual house” still on earth and still do-
ing that great work that Christ Jesus be-
gan. They are at unity. As in the days of
Jesus, so today Jehovah says through his
prophet: “In unity | shall set them, like
a flock in the pen, like a drove in the midst
of its pasture; they will be noisy because

13. What has always kept God’s building together?

turbed them on the outside. In the study
of the Scriptures, they see that they will
be safe from Jehovah's anger if they seek
Jehovah and come under the Kingdom'’s
rule. They have hearkened to Jehovah's
words: “Seek Jehovah, all you meek ones
of the earth, who have practiced His own
judicial decision. Seek righteousness, seek
meekness. Probably you may be concealed
in the day of Jehovah's anger.” (Zeph. 2:
3) This great crowd believe this and now
have a sense of security in the strong
Christian organization; and that is most
satisfying. They have pleasure in associat-
ing with the congregation of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses, for they have come into God's con-
gregation.

51n the more than 20,000 congregations
of God’s people throughout the world we
see the remnant of the “little flock” and
this great crowd fully believing Paul’'s
words about congregation meetings when
he said: “Let us consider one another to
incite to love and right works, not forsak-
14. Who are now joining themselves in great numbers
to God's spiritual building, and why?
15. What do both the “little flock” of God’s building

and the “great crowd” do to keep close to Jehovah and
to keep on building on the right foundation?
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ing the gathering of ourselves together, as
some have the custom, but encouraging
one another, and all the more so as you
behold the day drawing near.” (Heb. 10:
24, 25) These Christians know that con-
gregation meetings are upbuilding. Here
the Christian is strengthened. He sees the
organization and how it functions. He sees
how it is held together by love, love for
Jehovah God and love for his brothers.
Furthermore, each individual in the con-
gregation of God has the opportunity of
expressing himself so as to incite others
to love and right works. Besides that, each
one in the congregation can keep busy
preaching the good news of the kingdom
of God. This spirit of telling out the good
news permeates the entire organization.
All together this great body of Jehovah's
witnesses is building to the future. In their
daily lives they show they are seeking
meekness and righteousness, and by stay-
ing together in the Christian organization
they will be concealed in the day of Jeho-
vah's anger during the battle of the great
day of God the Almighty.

B The “great crowd” see themselves
Isaiah’s prophecy: “It must occur in the
final part of the days . . . the mountain of
the house of Jehovah will become firmly
established above the top of the mountains,
and it will certainly be lifted up above the
hills, and to it all the nations must stream.
And many peoples will certainly go and
say: ‘Come, you people, and let us go up
to the mountain of Jehovah, to the house
of the God of Jacob, and he will instruct
us about his ways and we will walk in his
paths.” For out of Zion law will go forth,
and the word of Jehovah out of Jerusalem.
And he will certainly render judgment
among the nations and set matters straight
respecting many peoples. And they will
have to beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning shears. Na-

16. Show the meaning of Isaiah 2:2-4 in our day.
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tion will not lift up sword against nation,
neither will they learn war any more.”
—lsa. 2:2-4.

rThose who “go up to the mountain of
Jehovah” must draw away from this old
world and its unrighteousness and come to
Jehovah's house and live together in unity,
“like a flock in the pen.” They will now
rejoice because they have put away “wrath,
anger, injuriousness, abusive speech, and
obscene talk,” out of their mouth. (Col.
3:8, 9) Having built to the future, they will
be instructed in His ways and walk in His
paths, and thus enjoy security.

BHow can one maintain this security?
By just being associated with the organi-
zation of Jehovah's witnesses? No, each
individual must do building in a specific
way. The strength of the organization
comes according to the strength of each
dedicated Christian. The congregation re-
mains strong and devoted to its work ac-
cording to the individuals who make up
that organization or structure. The Chris-
tian congregation of God would crumble if
_there were no unity or oneness in thought
IAnd action on the part of all members. In-
dividually each person in Jehovah's con-
gregation must pay close attention to him-
self and build properly. He must take heed
to Paul's words when he said: “The fruit-
age of the spirit is love, joy, peace, long-
suffering, kindness, goodness, faith, mild-
ness, self-control.” (Gal. 5:22, 23) As a
Christian are you interested in having
these qualities? If you are, then not only as
an individual must you stay in association
with the congregation of Jehovah God, but
building must take place in your own heart
and mind. Bringing forth these qualities or
fruits is an absolute necessity in addition
to your being part of God’'s congregation.
Prove yourself to be a Christian bearing
the fruitage of the spirit.

17, 18. How does everyone connected with God’s build-
ing maintain his security?
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HE spirit of this

world produces the “works
of the flesh.” They are very man-
ifest. Paul says they are “forni-
cation, uncleanness, loose con-
duct, idolatry, practice of spirit-
ism, hatreds, strife, jealousy, fits
of anger, contentions, divisions,
sects, envies, drunken bouts, rev-
elries, and things like these.” “As
to these things I am forewarning
you, the same way as | did fore-
warn you, that those who prac-
tice such things will not inherit
God's kingdom.” (Gal. 5:19-21) These are
some of the things, then, one must be sure
to get rid of if he wants everlasting life.
Paul’s description surely fits this world to-
day just as it did the ancient Roman world
he lived in. But can a Christian live today
in a world like this and change? Yes, even
though surrounded by people doing “the
works of the flesh.” The Christian can pro-
duce the fruitage of the spirit. Certainly
Paul and all the other inspired writers
would not tell us to do so if it could not
be done through Jehovah’s spirit.

EXERCISING LOVE

2
spirit” the Christian must first of all love
Jehovah God, which would mean follow-
ing the great commandment that Jesus
quoted, namely: “You must love Jehovah
your God with your whole heart and with
your whole soul and with your whole
mind.” Jesus added: “The second, like it,
is this: ‘You must love your neighbor as
yourself.” 7 (Matt. 22:37, 39) That means
loving a lot; but it means your life too.

(a) Name the works of the flesh, (b) With a world
fuII of such works, can a Christian avoid them? How?
2. What is the first love needed to produce the fruitage
of the spirit? The second?

11

3
is described by Paul as
the first fruit that must
be manifest on the part
of a Christian. This great
lover of God and of
his Son, Jesus Christ,

fought for Christianity with the “sword
of the spirit.” He defined it as God’s Word.
(Eph. 6:17) Paul did not hate men; he
loved men. He wanted men to know the
truth. Paul, being a man full of love, had
a lot to say about it, but he found it was
rather difficult to give a concise descrip-
tion of love. In the thirteenth chapter of
First Corinthians he tells us that even
‘though he spoke with the tongues of men
and of angels, if he did not have love,
he would sound like a piece of brass or a
clashing cymbal. Even if he had the gift
of prophesying and understood all the sa-

In order to produce the “fruitage of thered secrets of God and had the greatest

faith of any man in the world, sufficient
to transplant mountains, but did not have
love, he would amount to nothing.” What
a traveler and worker Paul was! What
energy he spent in the service! He did
not spare his life. He poured it out in
preaching the good news. To a Greek Paul
was a Greek, to a Jew a Jew. Yet, if he
did not have love, love for Jehovah God,
his Son, and his Christian brothers, Paul
said: “l am nothing.” Love, he said, is

3. To the apostle Paul what did love mean, and did he
personally show he had this quality?

In Galatians
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obliging. Paul did things for people, not
wanting or expecting a return. When ob-
serving the success of a brother he was not
jealous of such an individual, because love
is not jealous.

4A Christian must be interested in just
one thing, and that is the true worship of
Jehovah. In performing that worship the
Christian does not brag about what he has
done. Love never gets puffed up because
of accomplishments; and certainly love
never behaves indecently. Love is ex-
pressed in good conduct. A Christian show-
ing love does not continue to live like the
world, even though he is in it. Love makes
him change his course of action so as to
follow the right way.

5Producing this first fruit of the spirit,
love, the Christian will not always be look-
ing after his own interests, always being
first and superior. He will not be provoked
at every little thing that someone else does,
because love does not become provoked.
And when someone does something against
the Christian, or even goes so far as to
injure him, he, having this fruit of the
spirit, love, will not even keep account of
the injury. When something happens to a
Christian that is not right or just, love is
not going to rejoice over unrighteousness.
There is only one thing that love can re-
joice in, and that is the truth.

6Love is an attribute that Jehovah God
put in the perfect man, Adam. Why not
reinstate it? Furthermore, “God is love,”
and he is the one we worship. Love is a
necessary quality for every Christian. He
cannot get along without it. It is urgent
that every Christian stop to think once
in a while as to how much he loves oth-
er people. How much does he love his
brothers? The measuring rod whereby one
can determine whether he is a Christian
4, 5 (a) What is a Christian’s first interest? (b) Thus
what course in life does he follow?

6. How does God’'s congregation of people know it
belongs to Christ?
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or not is love. Jesus said: “By this all will
know that you are my disciples, if you have
love among yourselves.”—John 13:35.

7Are you afraid to talk to people about
your belief in the Bible? Do you claim to
be a Christian, and still have fear in going
from house to house, doing the same kind
of work Jesus and his disciples did? Are
you afraid to express yourself even to your
own brothers in a congregation meeting?
Do you say, “Yes, | am afraid”? Then you
do not have perfect love, and you know
there is room for improvement. John, who
truly loved the Master, wrote this: “There
is no fear in love, but perfect love throws
fear outside, because fear exercises a re-
straint.” (1 John 4:18) Is there a restraint
on you that holds you back from express-
ing your Christian belief? If that fear ex-
ists, then there is some branch cleaning to
be done so that the bearing of more fruit
will be possible. Jesus said: ‘Every branch
bearing fruit he cleans, that it may bear
more fruit’; and he also said: “Every
branch in me not bearing fruit he takes
away.” (John 15:2) Do you want to be
built up by being pruned or be completely
lopped off the vine as a nonproducer of
the fruitage of the spirit?

8“Knowledge puffs up, but love builds
up.” (1 Cor. 8:1) Christians must show
love and build. Love is not just a word to
be used promiscuously. It is a word full of
expressive meaning. Love is alive, active.
An individual who has this quality, love,
will show it every day and in everything
that he does. “In brotherly love have ten-
der affection for one another. In showing
honor to one another take the lead.” (Rom.
12:10) Love, while just one of the fruit-
ages of the spirit, is the principal one. It
is basic, fundamental, because all the other
fruits of the spirit are different aspects
of the expression of love. They all keep love
7. (&) What is lacking if we are afraid to express our-

selves? (b) Does that mean there is no hope for us?
8. Why is love the principal fruitage of the spirit?
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in action. Therefore cultivate these quali-
ties and show forth more love.

JOY AND PEACE

9Joy is something a Christian must
have, or get, because it is the second fruit
of the spirit mentioned by Paul. What does
it mean to have joy? Joy is “an emotion
of keen or lively pleasure arising from
present or expected good.” ( American
College Dictionary) A Christian’s greatest
joy comes because of preaching, from hear-
ing good news and experiences of those
who have done so. That is how it was with
the early Christians. We read at Acts 15:3:
“Accordingly, after being conducted part
way by the congregation, these men con-
tinued on their way through both Phoeni-
cia and Samaria, relating in detail the con-
version of people of the nations, and they
were causing great joy to all the brothers.”
How was this “great joy” caused? By “re-
lating in detail the conversion of the peo-
ple of the nations.” They had talked to
people about God's kingdom. They had had
wonderful experiences in field service to
tell others. This brought great joy to the
hearers and the tellers. Hearing about oth-
er people listening to the truth and then
coming into the truth brings joy. Love
made the disciples preach; joy was the re-
sult—Acts 13:45-52; 2 Cor. 7:13.

DPeace is a fruitage of the spirit. One
who is peaceful is “free from strife or
commotion.” He is serene or tranquil. Pe-
ter admonished Christians to “seek peace
and pursue it.” The way he told them to
pursue this wonderful way of life was like
this: “He that would love life and see good
days, let him restrain his tongue from what
is injurious and his lips from speaking de-
ceitfully, but let him turn away from what
is injurious and do what is good; let him
seek peace and pursue it.” (1 Pet. 3:10,11)
9. (a) Define joy. (b) Describe a Christian’'s joy.

10. (&) What is peace? (b) How does a Christian pur-
sue it?
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For one to enjoy peace with his fellow man
he has to watch his tongue. Words can
cause a great amount of trouble, especially
the injurious ones. Good words establish
good relations. But when one starts speak-
ing deceitfully and injuriously, peace soon
flees. A peaceful individual, with a peace-
ful message can talk about Jesus Christ
and the kingdom of the heavens and how
God will bring “upon earth peace among
men of good-will.” (Luke 2:14) A Chris-
tian will use his tongue to bless. Paul told
the Corinthians: “Live peaceably, and the
God of love and of peace will be with you.”
—2 Cor. 13:11; Matt. 10:12-14.

LONG-SUFFERING

1 “Long and patient endurance of injury

or provocation” is what is termed long-
suffering. This is a fruitage of the spirit.
Some people’s long-suffering has reached
its limit in about thirty seconds, others’ in
one or two minutes; but some are able to
suffer the injury or provocation for a long
time. Remember Paul said that “love is
long-suffering and obliging.” (1 Cor. 13:4)
And he mentioned God’s long-suffering to-
ward mankind when he wrote to the Ro-
mans: “Do you despise the riches of his
kindness and forbearance and longsuffer-
ing, because you do not know that the
kindly quality of God is trying to lead you
to repentance?” (Rom. 2:4) Jesus certain-
ly showed long-suffering toward Saul, who
finally became converted and who said:
“Nevertheless, the reason why | was
shown mercy was that by means of me as
the foremost case Christ Jesus might dem-
onstrate all his longsuffering for a sample
of those who are going to rest their faith
on him for everlasting life.” (1 Tim. 1:16)
Paul must have often reflected back to the
days when he was a Pharisee persecuting
11, 12. (a) How would you define long-suffering?
(b) Outline the long-suffering of Jesus toward Saul,

who became the apostle Paul, (c) What should be our
attitude for long-suffering shown toward us?
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the Christians, proud of his position and
delighting in the ruination of the Christian
organization. He was then a destroyer, not
a builder. But ‘as he approached Damas-
cus a light flashed around him’ and he
heard a voice say: “Saul, Saul, why are you
persecuting me?” The facts show that Paul
appreciated the long-suffering of Christ Je-
sus in that it allowed him to come to a
knowledge of the truth.
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that way. Here was an opportunity to show
extraordinary human kindness.

MU Every Christian has that opportunity,
sometimes in more ways than one. Jeho-
vah's witnesses try to show extraordinary
human kindness by taking the message of
life directly to the people in their homes,
making back-calls on interested ones and
conducting Bible studies, and this at great
expense to themselves and with the use of

2 All persons on earth today, and espanuch time. They ask nothing in return.

cially Christians, ought to show such grati-
tude to Jehovah God and Christ Jesus for
their long-suffering in allowing them to
live this long. Now they, too, can be long-
suffering toward others when hearers do
not agree with them. Doing so, they try
to show them the way to everlasting life
in God’'s new world of righteousness. Show
long-suffering toward your brothers too.
—1 Thess. 5:14.

KINDNESS

B Kindness, the fifth fruitage of the spi
it listed, is something that can be ex-
pressed in so many ways. When one is kind
he shows a ‘good or benevolent disposition,
is considerate and helpful.” Kindness is not
something we show only to those we like.
We must be kind to people we do not even
know. Paul received such kindness and he
made mention of it, saying: “And when we
made it to safety, then we recognized that
the island was called Malta. And the
foreign-speaking people showed us extraor-
dinary human kindness, for they kindled
a fire and received all of us helpfully be-
cause of the rain that was falling and be-
cause of the cold.” (Acts 28:1, 2) These
Maltese went out of their way to help the
shipwrecked ones. They did not know
these total strangers. They could have
been invaders of the island. But these
foreign-speaking people did not look at it
13. (a) Describe a kind person, (b) How did the Maltese

people show this quality to Paul and those ship-
wrecked with him?

r-

Many people do not appreciate this kind-
ness shown on the part of Jehovah's wit-
nesses. But still the kindness must contin-
ue, as this is the will of God. The Scrip-
tures declare that all mankind must know
that Jesus bought the whole human race
by laying down his life. By so doing he has
offered all men the gift of everlasting life,
though not all will accept it. That will be
each individual's responsibility.

BIf a Christian is going to have this
fruitage of the spirit, kindness, then it will
have to be manifested in his daily activity
toward all people, not just a selected few.

GOODNESS

B Goodness is something to be admired.
It means “moral excellence, virtue.” In or-
der for Paul to emphasize goodness he
makes it stand out by contrast. He says:
“Let fornication and uncleanness of every
kind or greediness not even be mentioned
among you, . . . neither shameful conduct
nor foolish talking nor obscene jesting. ...
For you know this, recognizing it for your-
selves, that no fornicator or unclean per-
son or greedy person—which means being
an idolater—has any inheritance in the
kingdom of the Christ and of God.” (Eph.
5:3-5) Paul then advises Christians that

14,15. How is the kindness of Jehovah's witnesses
shown toward people?

16, 17. (a) Give the definition of goodness, and with
what qualities is it contrasted? (b) How necessary is
this quality in a Christian’s life?



January 1, 1961

they must be separate from this type of
people. There is no room in the lives of
Christians to be associated with them. He
says: “Therefore do not become partners
with them; for you were once darkness,
but you are now light in connection with
the Lord. Go on walking as children of
light, for the fruitage of the light consists
of every kind of goodness and righteous-
ness and truth.” (Eph. 5:7-9) Right, de-
cent, respectable living, that is goodness.
Even in this evil, degenerate world it is a
necessary fruitage of the spirit, says Paul.

I7r Goodness is a quality that must
guarded, and certainly it must be the goal
of one who is dedicating his life to Jeho-
vah's service. Before anyone can be called
a Christian he must put away shameful
conduct. If we are going to produce within
ourselves the fruits of the spirit and quali-
fy ourselves for living in God’s new world,
then we certainly must have this fruitage
of the spirit, goodness.

FAITH

is “Faith is the assured expectation of
things hoped for, the evident demonstra-
tion of realities though not beheld.” (Heb.
11:1) That is the way Paul defined faith.
A Christian cannot be without faith, be-
cause “without faith it is impossible to win
his good pleasure, for he that approaches
God must believe that he is and that he
becomes the rewarder of those earnestly
seeking him.” (Heb. 11:6) The disciple
James showed his faith, and he pointed out
that faith must be backed up with works.
(Jas. 2:26) If one believes in Jehovah God,
Christ Jesus and his kingdom, then he will
prove his belief by what he says, by what
he does, by the way he lives.
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believed in Jesus Christ as the Redeemer
and Savior of mankind have fallen away.
They have turned to evolution. They re-
ject the Bible. And still, such people call
themselves Christians and go to Christen-
dom’s churches. James would say to them:
“Thus, too, faith, if it does not have works,
is dead in itself.” (Jas. 2:17) Faith is ex-
pressive. It makes proclamation. Paul said:
“For with the heart one exercises faith
for righteousness, but with the mouth one
makes public declaration for salvation.”
(Rom. 10:10) One’s faith becomes strong-
ber when he uses his heart, mind and mouth
in making a public declaration of his belief
in God’s kingdom as man’s only hope. Je-
sus said: “This good news of the kingdom
will be preached in all the inhabited earth
for the purpose of a witness to all the na-
tions, and then the accomplished end will
come.” (Matt. 24:14) This is being done
today not only by a remnant of the “little
flock” who have faith and whom Jesus be-
gan gathering nineteen hundred years ago,
but also by a “great crowd” of people from
all nations who have the same kind of faith.
Because of this faith on the part of the
many Christian people great works have
been done in these very troublesome days.

MILDNESS

D Mildness is sometimes misunderstood

for weakness. When one reads the life of
Christ as told by the writers of the four
Gospels he sees Jesus as a mild-tempered
man. But be sure to read the 23rd chapter
of Matthew and see Jesus as a forceful de-
nouncer of wickedness. He was fearless. He
had perfect love, and such love throws fear
outside. With those who wanted to learn
he was amiably gentle, tempered in his

©® A man's faith can die, or becoméeelings and behavior toward all. Because

weak. Many individuals who at one time

18. What are Paul’'s words in defining faith, and how
necessary does he show faith to be for a person?

19. (@) What is closely allied with faith? (b) Who are
examples of faith and works in action?

of his mildness Jesus was able to teach
people. He told them: “Become my disci-

20. (a) How did Jesus show that mildness is not weak-
ness? (b) What were Paul's words in this connection?
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pies, for I am mild-tempered and lowly in
heart, and you will find refreshment for
your souls.” (Matt. 11:29) They put con-
fidence in him. They did not become afraid
when Jesus spoke plain truth, because he
did it in love. They were ready to listen.
Paul knew the value of mildness and said
to Timothy: “A slave of the Lord does not
need to fight.” Fighting is not the way to
help one gain the truth. Paul went on to
say: The Lord’s slave “needs to be tactful
toward all, qualified to teach, keeping him-
self restrained under evil, instructing with
mildness those not favorably disposed.”
(2 Tim. 2:24, 25) The Word of God proper-
ly stated is what makes a person repent,
not force.
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a fruitage of God’'s holy spirit, and its use
brings lasting results in declaring God’s
kingdom.

SELF-CONTROL

2 Self-control is hard for imperfect men
to practice. Why make excuses? Try to ex-
ercise it. It is one of the fruits of the spirit.
So it must be attainable. To have self-
control means to be able to control oneself,
one’s actions, words, eating and drinking
habits, yes, one’'s feelings. In Paul’'s eyes
one not able to have some self-control gets
classified with a rather despicable crowd
of people. Those having no self-control he
classes with very disreputable individuals
who the Bible says would be prevalent in

2 What a different course the Romarhe last days. In writing to Timothy he

Catholic Hierarchy, which still wields great
power in the world today, took during the
years of the Inquisition. That false reli-
gious body can never live down its history
of torture, putting men and women on the
rack, tearing their limbs out of their bod-
ies, hanging persons by their thumbs.
These inquisitors professing to be Chris-
tians—yes, priests, who arranged for Jews,
Moors and “heretics” to suffer excruciat-
ing pain—certainly did not have a mild
spirit. These religious leaders fought to
drive people into the Roman Catholic
Church. What have they accomplished by
their wars and tortures? A world of peace
and unity? No! False religion has been
driving people away from God with its wars
and crusades. Christianity will never be
brought about by the use of carnal weap-
ons. If anyone accepts the truth it will be
because the minister is mild and patient to-
ward those not favorably disposed toward
the Bible message. Jesus used that method,
and so did the apostles. True Christians to-
day must use the same method. Mildness is
21. (a) Has the history of the Catholic church shown
it to be a mild-tempered organization, and why do you

so answer? (b) How is true Christianity different in
this respect?

said: “But know this, that in the last days
critical times hard to deal with will be
here. For men will be lovers of themselves,
lovers of money, self-assuming, haughty,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, with-
out gratitude, with no loving-kindness,
having no natural affection, not open to
any agreement, slanderers, without self-
control, fierce, without love of goodness.”
(2 Tim. 3:1-3) Why be classed with such
delinquents because of lack of self-control?
Solomon wrote: “All his spirit is what a
stupid one lets out, but he that is wise
keeps it calm to the last.” (Prov. 29:11)
If a Christian has no self-control, or loses
what he has, how easy for him to slip
back to the ways of the flesh and be dis-
qualified so as not to inherit the blessings
of God’s kingdom! How foolish, then, not
to strive to produce this fruitage too,
namely, self-control! One shows love if he
has self-control.

ZBAIll these fruitages of the spirit Paul
contrasts with the works of the flesh. A
22. (&) To what extent does self-control govern a
Christian’s life? (b) With what kind of people are those
lacking self-control classified?

23. To build ourselves up and to remain in God’s build-
ing work, what must we do?
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change must take place when a believer
dedicates himself to do the will of God.
No longer can he act as the world does,
but “those who belong to Christ Jesus im-
pale the flesh together with its passions
and its desires.” (Gal. 5:24) There must be
a change, a building up of the individual.
“If we are living by spirit, let us go on
walking orderly also by spirit. Let us not
become egotistical, stirring up competition
with one another, envying one another.”
(Gal. 5:25, 26) Bringing forth the fruitage
of the spirit qualifies one to be in Jehovah's
New World society. So ‘paying constant

HEN one keeps, the Word of God
W first in his mind then he is going
to gather a good treasure. Working con-
tinually with the Word of God brings great
gain and increases one’s treasure. No mat-
ter how much of this treasure one gives
away, by word of mouth or the printed
page, the treasure itself becomes greater.
Moses was well aware of this fact. Just
before the children of Israel were to cross
the Jordan into the Promised Land he said
to the Israelites under inspiration: “Apply
your hearts to all the words that 1 am
speaking in warning to you today. ... For
it is no valueless word for you, but it means
your life, and by this word you may length-
en your days upon the soil to which you
are crossing the Jordan to take possession
of it.”—Deut. 32:45-47.

X What results from the free giving of God's Word,
and what reward does it bring?
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attention to yourself and to your teaching’
does something for you. “You will save
both yourself and those who listen to you.”
(1 Tim. 4:16) Build yourself up by paying
attention to your fruitage of the spirit,
and at the same time help in making Jeho-
vah’s New World society grow. Christians
must be at unity with one another, show-
ing oneness “like a flock in the pen, like
a drove in the midst of its pasture.” Feed
with Jehovah's sheep and keep at unity,
for “in the house of the righteous one
there is an abundant store, but in the prod-
uce of the wicked one there is trouble-
someness.”—Prov. 15:6.

2Jehovah’s words carry valuable infor-
mation, and, in fact, they are words of
life. It means great wealth, a treasure, to
heed them. The individual who applies his
heart to all the words that Jehovah speaks
is the individual who will be doing the will
of God. He is the one that will bring forth
good treasure during his life and he will
be a blessing to other people. Jesus said:
“A good man brings forth good out of the
good treasure of his heart, . . . for out of
the heart's abundance his mouth speaks.”
(Luke 6:45) How necessary, then, to apply
our hearts to God's Word so as to have
this good treasure! This good treasure is
the Word of God.

3The marvelous thing about doing good
to others is the fact that goodness always
replenishes itself. As we let the truth in

2. Where are the words of life found today, and what
part does one’s heart play in bringing forth a good
treasure ?

3, 4. (a) What miracle of Jesus shows the benefit of
giving freely? (b) By constant giving what chance is
there of our losing our treasure?
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our hearts overflow to others and preach
the Word of God, the truth never becomes
diminished. It never becomes exhausted.
But, rather, it increases so that even great-
er riches can be given freely. It makes us
think of the miracle that Jesus performed
when he fed the great crowd and he told
his disciples: “ ‘You give them something
to eat.’ They said to him: ‘We have noth-
ing here but five loaves and two fishes.’
He said: ‘Bring them here to me.” Next he
commanded the crowds to recline on the
grass and took the five loaves and two
fishes, and, looking up to heaven, he said
a blessing and, after breaking the loaves,
he distributed them to the disciples, the
disciples in turn to the crowds. So all ate
and were satisfied, and they took up the
surplus of fragments, twelve baskets full.
Yet those eating comprised about five
thousand men, besides women and chil-
dren.” (Matt. 14:16-20) Jesus was very
generous in his giving. He started out with
five loaves and two fishes along with Jeho-
vah's blessing. So he could keep on giving,
and after he had given them all they want-
ed he had more left than when he started.
In fact, he had left over twelve baskets
full of food!

N. Y.

Brooklyn,

RESULTS OF CHRISTIAN MINISTRY

5The prophet Moses knew it was neces-
sary to listen to the words of Jehovah, and
he said: “Apply your hearts to all the
words that | am speaking. ... It means
your life.” (Deut. 32:46, 47) The earnest
endeavor of Jehovah's witnesses has been
to make this truth known around the
world. Last year, in 1960, they did make
the truth known in 179 different nations,
islands of the sea and protectorates. Under
the direction of the Watch Tower Society’s
eighty-five branch offices there have been
851,378 ordained ministers preaching the
truth concerning the good news of God’s
kingdom world-wide. These Christian peo-
ple have given freely from the good treas-
ure of their hearts by good works. Because
of their global preaching activity in many
tongues, talking to all kinds of people, Je-
hovah’s witnesses are now enjoying the
regular co-operation of 47,896 more indi-
viduals than they did the year before.
Their service year report shows a 6-percent
increase in the number of persons regular-
ly preaching with the organization.

6A new peak of publishers was reached,
too, during 1960. There have been as many
as 916,332 different persons sharing in the

4 Jehovah has provided the Holy Scrippreaching of the good news of God's king-

tures full of knowledge and wisdom and
he has given his servants this written
Word. The more we give out to others of
what we learn from Jehovah’s Word, the
more there is left for us to keep on giving.
The more we work with the truth, the
richer we become. God’s Word says: “The
good man out of his good treasure sends
out good things.” (Matt. 12:35) What a
great, inexhaustible treasure the truth is!
Of those who are faithful and use what
they have, Jesus says: “To everyone that
has, more will be given; but from the one
that does not have, even what he has will
be taken away.”—Luke 19:26.

dom. This is great cause for rejoicing.
These individuals have all used their treas-
ure to do good, and if they continue faithful
in the ministry and apply their hearts to
the Word of God, their good treasure will
become greater. This great crowd of peo-
ple, numbering 916,332, are organized into
21,008 congregations. In these congrega-
tions Jehovah'’s witnesses study the Word
of God together, and they go out in the
field ministry from house to house, and in
5. How many persons regularly engaged in giving to
others out of Jehovah's treasure in the 1960 service
year, and in how many lands?

6-8. (&) What grand new peak in Kingdom proclaimers
was reached? (b) How many were baptized, and how

many assembled world-wide on April 10, and why?
(c) How many are privileged to serve in Bethel homes?
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so doing put their faith into action. They
all want to do good with their knowledge
of God's Word. These congregations, in
turn, comprise 1,561 circuits, and these
circuits are grouped into 194 districts sit-
uated throughout the world.

71t is a joy to report that during the
1960 service year 69,027 persons were bap-
tized in water in symbol of their dedication
to the doing of Jehovah's will. With these
thousands of newly ordained ministers
bringing forth good treasure from their
hearts, many, many more thousands of peo-
ple of good will will be reached with the
good news of God’s kingdom. On April 10,
1960, there were 1,519,821 persons assem-
bled at the Memorial service of Christ's
death. This was the world-wide attendance,
and on that evening 13,911 individuals par-
took of the emblems served.*

8The eighty-five branch offices in the
principal countries and islands of the earth
direct the affairs of the districts, circuits
and congregations of Jehovah's witnesses.
In these main offices of supervision known
as Bethel homes there are 1,299 ordained
Christian ministers working. In connection
with many of these offices the Society has
printing plants where Bibles, books, book-
lets, magazines, tracts and other informa-
tion are printed in over 125 languages for
the spreading of the good news by means
of the printed page.

91In order to help those who are sighing
and crying because of the abominations
that exist in the world Jehovah’s witnesses
use much printed matter to aid people to
get acquainted with God's Word and to
get a clearer understanding of the Holy
Bible. To this end there were distributed
in the field, which field is the world, 4,167,-
407 bound books and 12,372,784 booklets.

1959 1960
¢ Memorial Attendance World-wide 1, 283 603 1,519,821
Memorial Partakers World-wide 4,511 13,911

9. To what extent was the treasure of God's Word dis-

tributed in book and booklet form?
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DThe greatest aid that the Society has
for helping believers in God’s Word to un-
derstand the Holy Scriptures is the Watch-
tower magazine, and each year special ef-
fort is put forth to obtain subscriptions for
this magazine along with its companion
magazine, the Awake! During the year the
ministers who preached from house to
house were able to obtain 1,317,009 new
subscriptions. This was 70,035 more sub-
scriptions them they obtained the previous
year. Those who do not care to subscribe
for the magazines quite often get individ-
ual copies, and Jehovah’s witnesses were
able to distribute 97,082,433 individual cop-
ies of the Watchtower and Awake! maga-
zines in their many languages. This was an
increase of 4,771,655 over the previous
year. While the distribution of books, book-
lets and magazines is very necessary in or-
der to get this good news of the Kingdom
preached, what does the most good for one
interested in the truth is to study the Bible
with one of Jehovah's witnesses.

11t takes much time for Jehovah's wit-
nesses to call back and study the Bible,
or one of the Society’s publications, with
the people. However, it is truly a joy to
do so. This is where the good treasure of
the Christian’s heart can abound and can
help the individual being studied with to
have his heart filled with good treasure.
Jehovah's witnesses have made back-calls
on interested people and have started home
Bible studies. The number of return visits
made totaled 44,440,977, an increase over
last year of 200,759. Jehovah's people also
conducted hour-long Bible studies—and
perhaps some of them were longer than
that—to the number of 646,108 weekly.
In other words, Christian teachers each
week made calls on individuals to study
10. What was accomplished with magazines during the
1960 service year?
11, 12. (a) Are Jehovah’'s witnesses interested only in
placing literature, and why do you so answer? (b) What

was the total amount of time actually spent in preach-
ing and teaching during the service year of 1960?



1960 SERVICE YEAR

Country

U.S. of America
Alaska
Bermuda
Eritrea
Guam

Iceland
Argentina
Australia .

New Britain

New Guinea

Soﬂ)mon Islands
Austria
Bahamas
Belgium

Congo

British Guiana
British Honduras

British Isles
Gibraltar
Malta

Burma

Canada

Ceylon

Chile
Colombia
Congo Republic

Central African Rep.

Gabon Republic
Tchad Republic
Costa Rica
Cuba
Cyprus

Israel
Denmark
Faroe Islands
Greenland .
Dominican Republic

Ecuador

Eire flreland)
El Salvador
Eth|op|a

Amerncan Samoa
New Caledonia
New Hebrides
Tahiti

Western Samoa

Finland

France
Algeria
Cameroun
Guinea

1959
Av.
Pubs.
221,240
2

7,475
12,983

1
3,858
2

1960
Av.
Pubs.

232,632
282

%Inc.

over
1959

5
19
68

REPORT OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES WORLD-WIDE

Peak
Pubs.
1960

250,900
312

43

102

31

41
7,204

Av.
Pio.
Pubs.

8,664

1,577
4

N

NN

285
335

8
179

No.
Public
Meet'gs

240,967
259

58

155

19
5,443
11,494
67

125
131
170
4,043
97
4,251
130
443
19,097
706
129
49,991
5

164
24,699
1
2,147
1,206
720
1,141
69
1

1,105
13,688
185

19
11,072
32

3
22

943
271
617
304

256

11
26

9
11

9,552
10, 959

5, 523

No. of

Cong’s

4,170
6

1

10

1

1

205
356

1
3
7

5]

a

203
1

Total

Literature

6,993,727
12,108

2143
1300

4,991
128126
249558
510
508
4,493
593
108,815
181,502

848
18,332

443
34,096

29, 185
16, 232

'419
11,629

2,555
863

729
920

Total
Hours

36,480,690
67,296
4,77
28.652
4,931

22,035
1,327,294
1,973,043

18,469

14,172

919,662
361,006

3,513
7.996

1,107,496
1,920,265
29,387
1,185,925
572

New
Subs.

782,673

9
57,390
801
4,548
2,224

Individual
Magazines

41,690,433
63,749

870,757
47.675
1,061,710
188
103,982
2,292,431
130,094
39,349
7,388,953
1,429

405

58,617
4,608,347

58.514
483,239
279,516

127,927
1,684,510
,421

1 ,457
1,048,708
14,109
1,983

116
146,625
42,701
97,188
193
40,220

15,047
5,21?

874
6,871

1,348,759
2,091,808
38,554
2,667

259

Av.
Back-Calls Studies

12,488,605
22,804

18,
310,105
121,607

,295
1,019,472
55,627
18,799
2,883,330
2,014

22,785
1,482,669
28,994

190,735
127,090

Bible
193,920
326

42

144
24

269
32,217
31

9
277
20,588

356
2,915
1,995

783

836

8

87
1,845
11,871
262

66
4,634
19

21
514

845
160
718
123
275

72
13

22
27

5,010
8,951
135
4,660
2
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Madagascar 33

Mali, (Senegal) 23
Tunisia 41
Germany, West 62,393
hana 7,103
Gambia 6
Ivory Coast 46
Togoland 196
Greece 6,499
Guadeloupe 209
French_Guiana
Martinique 32
Guatemala 768
Haiti 613
Hawaii 1,19
Honduras 498
Hong Kong 172
India 1,392
Indonesia 375
Italy 4,832
Libya 79
Somalia 4
Jamaica 4,190
Cayman Islands 11
Turks & Caicos Islands 5
Japan 1,272
kinawa 62
Korea 3,142
Lebanon 480
Aden
Iran 12
Iraq 1
Jordan 40
Kuwait 10
Qatar 1
Leeward Islands (Antigua) 74
Anguilla 5
Dominica 102
Montserrat 11
Nevis 30
St. Kitts, 61
_St. Martin 23
Liberia 350
Luxembourg 274
Mauritius 28
Mexico 18,625
Morocco 163
Netherlands 1,018
Neth. Antilles (Curacao) 143
Aruba 125
Bonaire 13
Newfoundland 409
New Zealand 3,284
Nicaragua
Nigeria & Br. Cam. 26,729
Dahome 928
Fernando Po 10
Northern Rhodesia 26,944
Kenya 54
Tanganyika 369
AUganda 4
N0|gway 3,228

4,333
1

1,551
1

879

3,328

3

22,916
259
12,661
160
123

20

530
3,847
388
33,259
1,194
39
28,699
108
507

12
3,530
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1
132

1,699
249
95

2,315
199
1,392

568
423

1,478
1,004
30,880
5,966

5,293
357,293

139,920
8,334
2,850

10, 308

67, 149

1,959,230
4,371

304,659
158,891
78,676

688.125

6,673
2,494
639,909
6,773
1,934
475,509

3, 086 018
1, 562 198
33,798
17,119

7,719,863
263,625
4,753,418
,585
135,532
1,249
453,623

175

107
6,018
784
7,515
140
3,790
263
160

6
3,833

10
558,661

103,367
57,111
30,934

132,163
54,045

299,826

3,010
1,069
243,788
3,078
616
172,358
18

312,455
33,873

3,722

40

5,992
30!

1,903,114
69,798

1,210,631
38,967

481
186,612

682

12
1,606
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1959
Av.
Country Pubs.
Nyasaland 14,164
Mozambique 301
Pakistan 92
Afghanistan 2
Panama 1,182
Paraguay 246
Per 1,001
Phlllpplnes 26.300
Portugal 544
Angola 20
Azores 28
Madeira Islands 13
Sao Tome
Puerto Rico 1,438
St Cronx 9/ 1) 34
John ( 2
St Thomas V 1) 32
Tortola (V.1. 13
Sierra Leone 182
Singapore 93
alaya 39
North Borneo 15
Sarawak 7
Basutoland 111
Bechuanaland 166
St. Helena i 42
South-West Africa 72
Swaziland 28
Southern Rhodesia 12,391
1,231
Canary Islands 9
Surin 306
Sweden 7,984
Switzerland 4,543
Liechtenstein 1
Talwan d(Formosa) 1,673
Thailan 310
Cambod|a 7
Lao. 4
V|etnam Republic of 9
Trinidad 527
Barbados 609
Bequia 7
Carriacou 36
Grenada 157
St. Lucia 72
St. Vincent 64
Tobago 54
3/ 273
Urélte Arab Republic 4%
Uruguay 1,223
Falkland Islands 4
Venezuela 1,69%
1 Place Not Reporting
7 Other Countries 120,952
Grand Total 803,482

1960
Av.
Pubs.

13,954
526
96

380
12,487

8,118
4,778
3

1,809
345

1,343

6

2,003
123,383
851,378

%Inc.

over
1959

Peak

Pubs.

1960
15,065
76

112

8,593
5,039
4
1,965
382
13

6

17
1,596
6f

5
1,386

7

2,111
127,717
916,332

Av.

Pubs.
642

13
104
35

159
1,862

37

111
3

314

1

115
1,032
30,584

No.
Public
Meet’gs
12,833
539

56

947
216
1,800
16,001

1,684

12
791

2

1,406
60,222
711,512

No. of
Cong’s

401

IN

=
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36.
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275
115

P WNOI

10
12

1
41

42
4,450
21,008

_Total
Literature

95,284
7,429
3,580

104
30,642
8.090
53,007
252,686
25,163
667

390

935
37

120,906
2,385

638
460

17,145
6,807
39,701
201

172

993
1,325
136
7,648
1,857
183,490
40,40
773
17,079

168.997
114,287

48
11,164
14,888

584

@

69,016
576,999
16,540,191

Total
Hours

3,601,958
156,317
29,929

467
274,977
79,320
361,685
5,385,666

1,166,830
620,553
451

277.628
88,578

2

321,249

679

435,796
8,436,466
131,662,684

1,317,009

Individual
Magazines

91,946
8,532
15,863
191
156,755
58.677
266,044
1,559,926
66,133

335
1,272
1,104

17

474,390

5,500
17464

70,283
28,806

21,010

9,436
373,516
77,359

88,546
1,503.201
888

205
366,893
903,844

97,082,433

Bible

Back-Calls Stud|es

1,148,325
53,933
11,070

421
156,247

2,743,035
44,440,977

10,494

2
11,893
2

4,678
3,355

B
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the Bible with them in order to help them
get a clear understanding of the purposes
of Jehovah, that they might apply their
hearts to all the words that Jehovah God
has set forth in his Holy Scriptures. This
is a marvelous free service that Jehovah's
witnesses render anyone, anywhere in the
world. In carrying on this most impor-
tant work they have increased their ef-
forts to the point of conducting 41,033
more weekly home Bible studies this year
than last year.

DTo distribute this tremendous amount
of literature in its millions of copies and
to make all these back-calls and conduct
these home Bible studies, Jehovah's wit-
nesses have to spend millions of hours in
preaching. In fact, during the year they
discussed the Bible truths with the people
of the world for 131,662,684 hours. This is
5,345,560 more hours than they spent in
preaching during the previous year.

BJehovah'’s witnesses are building to the
future. They are interested in just one
thing, everlasting life. With this they can
carry on true worship of Jehovah God for-
ever. They know that the life that is worth
while will be theirs in the new world of
righteousness under the kingdom of heaven
that faithful men have prayed for for 1900
years: “Let your kingdom come. Let your
will come to pass, as in heaven, also upon
earth.” (Matt. 6:10) Before that time
comes they have an obligation. They may
not sit back and rest and feel so relaxed
and satisfied that God must have a place
in the new world for them. No, they must
be energetic ministers. They must fully
appreciate that God has given them the
sword of the spirit, which is the Word of
God, to wield. They must do the will of
their Master and must walk in the foot-
steps of Christ Jesus. Therefore, they must
think of the future. They build to it physi-
13. (a) What type of ministry must Jehovah's witnesses

carry on? (b) How do they build physically and spir-
itually?

3HeWATCHTOWER. 23

cally and spiritually. By building physical-
ly we mean they must work at building
many new branch offices throughout the
world, many new Kingdom Halls, larger
printing plants where more literature can
be produced for a greater witness for God's
kingdom. They must work for increasing
the visible theocratic organization of Jeho-
vah's witnesses. At the same time they
must build themselves up spiritually so
that a good treasure can come out of their
good hearts.

MUKnowing that the Word of God con-
tains the words of life, Jehovah's people
in these many printing establishments
throughout the world have produced 7,998, -
010 bound books and 14,728,423 booklets.
They have printed the Watchtower maga-
zine in fifty-eight languages during the
year to the total number of 90,898,182 cop-
ies. The Awake! magazine has been printed
in twenty-three different languages, and
78,947,503 copies came off the Society’s
presses. The total number of magazines
printed in the various printing plants of
Jehovah'’s witnesses during the 1960 serv-
ice year reached to the number of 169,845, -
685, an increase of 9,445,452 copies over
the previous year. The truth of God’s king-
dom must be made known in all the in-
habited earth for the purpose of a witness.

PIONEERS

BJehovah’'s witnesses everywhere are
happy that the people are reading these
magazines. These dated publications bring
much information about present world con-
ditions to the attention of the people. Mar-
velously today’s world conditions are ful-
filling Bible prophecy. By the study of
these publications with the Bible one is
14. What were the production figures for the Watch-
tower and Awake! magazines in the past service year?
15-17. (a) Of what aid are the publications of the So-
ciety along with the Bible? (b) Give the numbers of
those in the special and regular pioneer service, and
how much time they spend in the ministry, (c) Was

there any increase in pioneer numbers during the 1960
service year?
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able to keep “a tight grip on the word
of life.” (Phil. 2:16) All of God’s servants
in His New World society rejoice that so
many persons have applied their hearts to
all the words of Jehovah, and, as pointed
out, 916,332 individuals did good preaching
work during the 1960 service year. Out of
this great number there were 5,890 who
engaged in special pioneer activity. These
special representa-
tives of the Society
were sent into isolat-
ed territory to work
or to organize small
groups of God’s peo-
ple in order that they
might be built up spir-
itually. Their task was a hard one but their
Christian experiences were worth it all.

161n addition to this special group of pio-
neers there were 24,694 regular pioneers
working with congregations. These regular
pioneers were putting in an average of 95 to
100 hours each month preaching the good
news of the Kingdom. While the congrega-
tion publisher devotes approximately ten
hours, or a little more on the average, in
actual house-to-house work and in con-
ducting Bible studies in the homes of the
people, these pioneers devote 100 hours or
thereabouts, and the special pioneers spend
around 150 hours in preaching from house
to house and studying the Bible in the
homes of the people. It is seen, then, that
there is a small group of 30,584 pioneers
and special pioneers who are doing a great
work in all parts of the earth. It is the
Society’s hope that many of the congre-
gation publishers will be able to arrange
their affairs so as to join the pioneer ranks
and eventually the special pioneer ranks.

I/The increase in the pioneer service
over the previous year was 1,896. This was
good, but there is still much room in the
world today for pioneer ministers, and we
urge all Christians to give this matter

ARTICLES IN THE NEXT ISSUE

Should Your Baby Be Baptized?
Jehovah's Requirements for Life Seekers.
The Purpose of Our Ministry.

Zealous Participation in the Ministry.

N. Y.

Brooklyn,

prayerful and careful thought. The field is
great.

BThe Society aided the 5,148 special
pioneer publishers and its 742 missionaries
to remain in their isolated territories. The
funds that the Society spent in their behalf
during the year amounted to $2,089,648.86.
Then, too, the Society sent circuit servants,
district servants and special representa-
tives to serve congre-
gations and isolated
Christian groups
throughout the year,
and it spent $402,-
901.13 for this activ-
ity. So to help the ex-
pansion work in the
field of preaching the good news alone the
Society spent during the 1960 service year
$2,492,549.99.

PBWe want to take this occasion to
thank all the Christian people who have
contributed funds to the Watch Tower Bi-
ble and Tract Society in order to aid that
Society in the expansion of the preaching
and teaching work. If it were not for their
contributions to the Watch Tower Society,
this great work of spreading the good news
of the Kingdom could not be done to such
a great extent as it is being done today.

DThe Word of God is powerful. It is
sharper than any two-edged sword. When
individuals take time to read the Word of
God, study it with a Christian and believe
it, they are storing up a treasure in their
hearts. As Jesus said: “A good man brings
forth good out of the good treasure of his
heart, . . . for out of the heart's abundance
his mouth speaks.” Let everyone who loves
truth apply his heart to the Word of God,
“for it is no valueless word for you,” but
it means your life.

Angels— God's Spirit Messengers.

18, 19. (a) What was necessary financially in order to
carry on the preaching work during the 1960 service
year? (b) Who made such financial support possible?
20. What should all who love truth want to do now?



N MANY a city or town the most emi-
I nent spot is occupied by a religious
structure. The structure itself may be the
tallest in the community. This custom of
giving religion such prominence can be
traced all the way back to Nimrod, the
hunter, who lived just a few generations
after the Flood.

It appears that this Nimrod, by violence
and intimidation, succeeded in uniting and
regimenting from among Noah'’s descend-
ants a large number of families. In their
travels eastward, in what is today known
as the Fertile Crescent, they settled in
a section of Mesopotamia called Shinar.
There they built the ancient cities of Babel
and Erech and Accad and Calneh. From
this start, the first Babylonian empire ex-
panded rapidly to include such cities as
Nineveh to the north. Nimrod was the
instigator of temple-tower building. He
became a false god, and to this day untold
millions, knowingly or unknowingly, honor
him.

Associated with this king and these cit-
ies were massive towers or stage-temples.
The reason for the construction of the
city of Babel and its tower is described
in the Biblical account in the following
manner: “They now said: ‘Come on! Let
us build ourselves a city and also a tower
with its top in the heavens, and let us
make a celebrated name for ourselves, for
fear we may be scattered over all the sur-
face of the earth.”” Examining this record
closely, we learn that the building of the
cities and their corresponding towers was
to accomplish three principal purposes:

25

(1) unite men under a visible ruler or
king in defiance of the true King and God
Jehovah; (2) provide a haven of refuge,
due to a lack of faith in God’s promise that
he would never destroy wicked men again
by means of a flood, and (3) provide a
place for their god or gods to dwell.—Gen.
11:4.

CONFUSION

Their project for world domination was
thwarted, however, by a confusion of
tongues. Co-operation became impossible
when they could not communicate with
one another. “Jehovah proceeded to go
down to see the city and the tower that
the sons of men had built. After that Je-
hovah said: ‘Look! They are one people
and there is one language for them all,
and this is what they start to do. Why,
now there is nothing that they may scheme
to do that will be unattainable for them.
Come now! Let us go down and there con-
fuse their language that they may not lis-
ten to one another’'s language.” Accord-
ingly Jehovah scattered them from there
over all the surface of the earth, and they
gradually left off building the city. That
is why its name was called Babel, because
there Jehovah had confused the language
of all the earth and Jehovah had scattered
them from there over all the surface of
the earth.” As a result the work on the
city and its tower was brought to a halt
and its would-be empire builders were dis-
persed. The Biblical record informs us
that in the days of Peleg “the earth was
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divided,” possibly meaning that the con-
fusion of tongues occurred in his lifetime,
or about 150 years after the Flood.—Gen.
11:5-9; 10:25.

Modern ethnologists and philologists
may scoff at this simple, to-the-point ac-
count, but it is a Scriptural fact and one
that is further confirmed by history, ar-
chaeology and folklore. Historian Jose-
phus, the first-century Jewish writer,
quotes from
confusing of the tongues: “When all men
were of one language, some of them built
a high tower, as if they would thereby
ascend up to heaven, but the gods sent
storms of wind and overthrew the tower,
and gave every one his peculiar language,
and for this reason it was that the city
was called Babylon.” North of Marduk
temple in Babylon once stood a huge tow-
er, and in this area archaeologist George
Smith discovered a tablet with a similar
account. In part the tablet reads: “The
building of this illustrious tower offended
the gods. In a night they threw down
what they had built. They scattered them
abroad, and made strange their speech.
Their progress they impeded.” Various
lands yield additional evidence through
their folklore, testifying to the miraculous
change of tongues: “Versions have been
recorded from near the Zambezi and also
from Ashanti; among some of the Tibeto-
Burman peoples of Assam the story of a
tower and confusion of speech is found.
Similar tales are found in Mexico.” (The
Encyclopcedia Britannica, Vol. 2, p. 839)
These tower stories may vary among them-
selves, but the fact that they all say there
was a tower and that men’s tongues were
changed is noteworthy and gives the au-
thentic Bible record support.

Nimrod's plan failed, and his city, in-
stead of proving to be Babilu (meaning
“Gate of God”), became known as Babel
(meaning “Confusion”). Upon abandoning
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their city and tower project, however, the
builders carried with them Nimrod’s orig-
inal idea. As a result, there are to be found
in all principal cities of the Fertile Cres-
cent massive tower temples, ziggurats or
zigguratu, meaning literally “top of a
mountain.” These ziggurats were always
located at the highest part of the city;
and the idea of an elevated place for wor-
ship is later to be found in the high places

TheSibyl in tellingnagotioned in the Bible, which places were

a modification of temple towers.

LATER TEMPLE TOWERS

What the original temple of Babel or
Babylon was like is not known, although
discoveries by excavation shed much light
on the subject. The later towers, no doubt
patterned after the one at Babel, were
pyramidlike in appearance. The construc-
tion of these later towers began by first
raising a mound of hard-packed mud to a
considerable height. The mound was then
leveled and faced with burnt brick of
stones if available. On this mound was
laid the foundation of the tower to a height
of two or three feet, which in turn was
surrounded with stamped mud, thus giving
more firmness to the building. Upon this
foundation were constructed consecutive
stages of solid mud and sun-dried bricks
one above the other, each smaller in size
than the one below. The stages generally
numbered four, seven or eight, and upon
the final stage was built a sanctuary to
the god of the city. The tower at Ur was
originally 200 feet long, 150 feet wide and
70 feet high. The city tower of Borsippa
(Birs-Nimrud) had seven stages. Each side
of the base stage was 272 feet long, and
the height of the first and second stages
was 26 feet each. The final stage reached
to the height of 153 feet.

The recent discovery of a Greek manu-
script (Harpocration) gives in vivid detail
the description of a tower of six stages
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that was in use until a century sifter Jesus’
death. Each stage was 28 feet high, and
at the top rested a sanctuary 15 feet in
height. The sanctuary was made accessible
by a stairway of 365 steps; the first 305
steps were made of silver and the last 60
were made of gold. Each stage was painted
a different color and was dedicated to a
particular star god. The temple tower as
a whole was dedicated to a patron god of
the city, such as Ea of Eridu, Enlil of
Nippur, Anu of Erech, and Sin of Ur. In
recent years some archaeologists have ad-
vanced the theory that upon each stage
were planted trees, shrubs and bushes, and
thus from a distance it would appear to be
a high mound or hill.

The sanctuary built upon the final stage
was not the actual temple, but on a mound
raised next to the tower was where the
real temple was constructed. Also upon
this mound were to be found shrines and
chapels dedicated to lesser deities. In this
area lived the “patesi” or king-priest of
the city, the other city rulers and priests.
Sacrifices were offered in special rooms.
This entire part of the city was a fortress
separated from the rest of the city by a
wall. In the city proper, which was built
lower than the temple area, were built
other temples in honor of other gods who
were to render aid to the city god in caring
for the city and its inhabitants.

PURPOSE OF TOWERS AND TEMPLES

The Babylonian cult was mystic and
based upon astrology and divination. Thus
the sanctuary located at the top of the
tower, besides being the abode of the god
of the city, served as an observatory for
astronomical and astrological studies. The
tower area also served as a sort of bank,
and there was to be found the wealth of
the city. Since the priests were considered
representatives of the gods, they would
be the logical custodians of the money.
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Being ambitious men, they exploited the
people by charging interest on loans some-
times at a rate of 20 or 30 percent! As a
result of this greed the priests became
exceedingly rich and influential. They were
also considered medicine men and magi
with supernatural power to cure and to
foretell the future, so the temple area even
served as a kind of primitive hospital.

From Shinar Nimrod-Semiramis wor-
ship spread to other localities, and Semir-
amis came to be adored under some forty-
one different names and titles. The worship
was wicked and debased, exploiting sex.

TEMPLE TOWERS TODAY

Of interest is the great temple of Mar-
duk, located in Babylon, which was rebuilt
by Nebuchadnezzar with its great tower to
the north called in ancient times E-temen-
an-ki. Many persons today are of the opin-
ion that this tower marks the site of the
original tower built by Nimrod. Although
the tower no longer stands, it once covered
an area more than three hundred feet
square. Others think that the tower of
Borsippa (still standing in part), which is
located about ten miles from the heart
of Babylon, is the remains of the tower of
Babel.

Towers are not built today with the
same intent as that of Nimrod and his
wife-mother Semiramis; nevertheless, they
continue to exist in modified forms. The
noted historian and author James Breasted
in his book Ancient a History of
the Early World compares the Moslem
minaret and the “Christian” church spire
to the towers of Mesopotamia.

True Christians do not put trust in man-
made religious towers or look to them as
places of special holiness. Rather, they
trust in Jehovah God. “The name of Jeho-
vah is a strong tower. Into it the righteous
runs and is given protection.”—Prov. 18:
10.



AS there aresurrec-
tion from the dead
at the time of Jesus’ death?
Many Bible commentators
so hold. They base their be-
lief upon Matthew 27:52,
53. In the Revised Standard
Version (the Roman Cath-
lic Confraternity Version is
almost identical), these
verses read: “The tombs
also were opened, and many
bodies of the saints who had
fallen asleep were raised,
and coming out of the
tombs after his resurrection they went into
the holy city and appeared to many.”

According to the Roman Catholic Com-
mentary on Holy Scripture, the earth-
quake, mentioned in the previous verse,
split open the rocky tombs to prepare the
exit of the bodies, which were not resur-
rected until after Christ's resurrection.
But let it be noted that this is not what
the text actually states, in either Roman
Catholic or Protestant versions.

Regarding these verses one of the fore-
most Protestant Bible commentaries, that
by Adam Clarke, states: “It is difficult to
account for the transaction mentioned in
verses 52 and 53. Some have thought that
these two verses have been introduced into
the text of Matthew from the gospel of the
Nazarenes, others think the simple mean-
ing is this:(—by the earthquake several
bodies that had been buried were thrown
up and exposed to view, and continued
above ground till after Christ's resurrec-
tion, and were seen by many persons in the
city. Why the graves should be opened on
Friday, and the bodies not raised to life
till the following Sunday, is difficult to be
conceived. The place is extremely obscure.”

Another Bible commentator, Dr. Jenks,
says regarding these verses: “This matter
is not related as fully as our curiosity could
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wish. . . . We may raise inquiries concern-
ing it which we cannot resolve.” Other Bi-
ble commentators express themselves simi-
larly.

Could the event mentioned in these two
verses have indeed been the beginning of
the resurrection of the dead of which Jesus
spoke as recorded at John 5:28, 29? No, for
Jesus said that all those in the memorial
tombs would come forth either to a res-
urrection of life or to a resurrection of
judgment. Since the account says that
these were “saints” or “holy ones,” they
would have been raised to a resurrection
of life. Were they? Hardly, or they would
still be living today, even as Jesus has kept
on living since his resurrection to life.
—Rev. 1:18.

That is why we read that “Christ has
been raised up from the dead, the first-
fruits of those who have fallen asleep in
death.” “He is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, that he might become the
one who is first in all things.” These holy
ones, therefore, could not have been res-
urrected with the prospect of endless life
before Jesus was.—1 Cor. 15:20; Col. 1:18.

They could not even have been resur-
rected to life right after Jesus was, as sug-
gested by some, because Paul shows that
the Christian holy ones will be resurrected
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and receive their reward “in that day,”
when “the Lord himself will descend from
heaven with a commanding call, with an
archangel’s voice and with God’s trumpet.”
Paul did not even write this until many
years after Jesus had been resurrected,
and it was to be fulfilled far in the future.
—2 Tim. 4:8; 1 Thess. 4:16.

Then could it be that these were pre-
Christian holy ones, destined for life, not
in heaven, but on earth? If so, they still
could not have received their resurrection
at the time Jesus did, because Paul wrote
regarding them: “All these, although they
had witness borne to them through their
faith, did not get the fulfillment of the
promise, as God foresaw something better
for us, in order that they might not be
made perfect apart from us.” Had these
been resurrected to life then, they would
have been made perfect apart from “us,”
the Christian holy ones.—Heb. 11:39, 40.

NO BODILY RESURRECTION

Besides, nowhere in the Scriptures do we
read that the bodies of the dead will be
raised up; even though the so-called Apos-
tles’ Creed does teach the resurrection of
the human body. The “dead,” yes, but not
the “dead bodies.” Dead persons will be
resurrected in God's due time, and they
will be given a suitable body; they will
have the same personality. Note the clear
reasoning of the apostle Paul on this mat-
ter in regard to the resurrection of the
Christian holy ones: “ ‘How are the dead
to be raised up? Yes, with what kind of
body are they coming?’ . .. What you sow
is not made alive unless first it dies; and
as for what you sow, you sow, not the body
that will develop, but a bare grain,.. . but
God gives it a body just as it has pleased
him ... So also is the resurrection of the
dead. It is sown in corruption, it is raised
up in incorruption. ... It is sown a physi-
cal body, it is raised up a spiritual body-----
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flesh and blood cannot inherit God's king-
dom, neither does corruption inherit in-
corruption.”—1 Cor. 15:35-38, 42-44, 50.

Since the Bible does not teach the rais-
ing of the human body in either the first
resurrection or in the one to follow, the
fact that bodies here were raised would
prove that it could not have been the be-
ginning of either of these resurrections. At
the most it would be merely a temporary
resurrection of some faithful Jews who
quite likely had recently died. Their res-
urrection, therefore, would not have been
any different from the resurrection ex-
perienced by Jesus’ friend Lazarus and
others like him.

But even this supposition must be ruled
out in view of these questions: If the graves
were opened up when Jesus died, why did
the bodies of the holy ones have to wait
until after Jesus was resurrected to come
out of the tombs and appear to many?
There was an earthquake when Jesus was
raised; why could they not have waited for
it? To whom did these bodies appear? Was
their resurrection in competition with that
of Jesus, who appeared on the third day
to his disciples? What was the purpose of
their appearance? What did they call at-
tention to or talk about? Did their resur-
rection enhance or add anything to that of
Jesus or prove a verification of his resur-
rection? How is it that such an unusual
event is not mentioned elsewhere in the
Christian Greek Scriptures? Besides, why
did not the apostle Paul call attention to
their resurrection in his argument, at First
Corinthians 15, that there is a resurrection
of the dead? If many had been resurrected
and seen by many, such would have been
common knowledge and Paul would have
mentioned the fact.

A reasonable solution to this problem is
given by the rendering of the verses in
question in the New World Translation of
the Christian Greek Scriptures. While a
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literal translation, it puts clarity of thought
ahead of literalness. It reads: “And the
memorial tombs were opened and many
bodies of the holy ones that had fallen
asleep were thrown up, (and persons, com-
ing out from among the memorial tombs
after his being raised up, entered into the
holy city,) and they became visible to many
people.” From this translation it is evident
that this was no resurrection of “sleeping
saints” but merely a throwing of bodies out
of their tombs by the earthquake that at-
tended Jesus’ death.

Nor is the New World Translation alone
in rendering these verses thus. A modern
German translation reads quite similarly:
“Tombs were laid open, and many bodies
of those buried were tossed upright. In this
posture they projected from the graves and
were seen by many who passed by the
place on their way back to the city.”
—Matt. 27:52, 53.

An incident quite similar to this took
place in Ecuador in 1949. There the dead
are usually buried in large burial vaults,
shelf upon shelf and vault upon vault. An
earthquake cracked open these vaults,
ejecting many dead bodies, which had to be
buried at once to prevent a plague from
breaking out.

What is the basis for these renderings?
First of all, let it be noted that the pro-
noun “they” (Matt. 27:53, R8) could not
refer to the “bodies,” because all pronouns
in the Greek have gender and “they” is in
the masculine, whereas “bodies” is in the
neuter gender. Nor could “they” refer to
the “holy ones,” for the text does not say
that the holy ones were raised but merely
that their bodies were raised or thrown up.
Further, even the most ancient manu-
scripts are not in agreement with one an-
other as to the reading of this text. The
Sinaitic omits the words “and the memori-
al tombs were opened” and “entered.”
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In view of all the questions that these
texts raise, their contradictory reading and
the variations in them found in the most
ancient manuscripts, another alternative
may not be ruled out altogether. And what
is that? That these verses were not writ-
ten by Matthew himself but added by an
early copying hand. This position seems to
find further support in the fact that the
particular Greek word for “resurrection”
(RS) used here, egersis, occurs nowhere
else in the Christian Greek Scriptures. Al-
so, here is the only use of the expression
“the saints,” “holy ones,” in all the Gos-
pels, it first appearing after Pentecost.
The fact that these verses are found in the
apocryphal Gospel of the Nazarenes but
not in any of the other canonical Gospels
further makes these verses suspect. Inci-
dentally, this Gospel by the Nazarenes was
held by some to have been Matthew’s orig-
inal Gospel in Hebrew, which he later
translated into Greek. It resembles his
canonical Gospel quite closely except that
it begins without the genealogy.

We cannot escape it, verses 52 and 53 of
Matthew, chapter 27, are ambiguous. In
fact, they are among the most difficult
verses to translate of the entire Christian
Greek Scriptures. Because of their ambi-
guity no one can dogmatically state just
how they should be rendered. What gov-
erns the translation of texts such as these
where there is an ambiguity in the original
text therefore is not textual criticism, be-
cause it is frustrated by the ambiguity.
Rather, exegesis, or Bible interpretation of
the meaning intended by the original writ-
er, will have to govern. The way each
translator would therefore render such
texts would depend upon his understanding
of the rest of the Scriptures. The Scriptural
facts above set out dictate how they must
be rendered to be consistent with the rest
of the Bible.
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WHAT a priceless gift the faculty of intel-
ligent speech is! Man alone has been en-
dowed by God with this ability to communicate
thoughts to one another. Every day we should
be thanking our Creator for this precious in-
strument. And not only should we thank God
in so many words but we should show our
gratitude by the way we use this gift.

Yet how many persons misuse this wonderful
gift because of having bad hearts! Among such
are the hypocritical religious leaders of today
who keep speaking false traditions.

Then there are those who take delight in
speaking obscenities. Professional and amateur
entertainers seek popularity by appealing to
the depraved tendencies in humans. Christians
are strongly warned against such misuse of
their gift of speech: “Let fornication and un-
cleanness of every kind or greediness not even
be mentioned among you.”—Eph. 5:3.

As Christians we must also be on guard lest
we misuse our gift of speech due to thought-
lessness or resentment. Fittingly the disciple
James counsels us: “It is not proper, my broth-
ers, for these things to go on occurring this
way.” Instead of thoughtlessly or maliciously
“uncovering confidential talk,” let us seek love
by “covering over transgression.”—Jas. 3:10;
Prov. 11:13; 17:9.

The key to the proper use of our gift of
speech is our heart. As Jesus Christ showed:
“Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth
speaks. The good man out of his good treasure
sends out good things, whereas the wicked man
out of his wicked treasure sends out wicked
things.”—Matt. 12:34, 35.*

To speak from good hearts
fore transform ourselves. We
minds over to prove what is God's good and
complete will. Far from letting our minds dwell
on whatever may enter them by the senses or
the imagination, we must learn to exercise self-
control so as to keep on considering whatever
things are true, chaste, virtuous, lovable and
praiseworthy.— Rom. 12:2; Phil. 4:8.

It will help us to speak from good hearts to
look at the example Jehovah God sets for us.
Through his Word he speaks to us only that
which will build us up. In his mercy and loving-
kindness he utters words that are like nourish-
ment to the hungry soul. He has the best of

we must there-
must make our

* For details see The Watchtower, June 1, 1960.
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reasons for everything he says in his Word.

What a fine example we also have in His
Son! He thought before he spoke. Love and
wisdom guided his speech. No wonder it is writ-
ten: “The crowds were astounded at his way
of teaching.” “Never has another man spoken
like this.” “All began to . .. marvel at the win-
some words proceeding out of his mouth.”
—Matt. 7:28; John 7:46; Luke 4:22.

To speak from good hearts for the salvation
of others as well as ourselves we must follow
our two great Exemplars. We have many op-
portunities for doing so at our congregation
meetings. By properly preparing in advance we
can make public declaration to the point and
with confidence.— Heb. 10:23-25.

At times individuals may come to us for per-
sonal counsel. What an opportunity to speak
from a good heart! Let us make wise use of it
by appealing to Scriptural principles. And to
do the most good, remember to speak with
kindness, mildness and tact.—1 Cor. 8:1.

As Christian ministers our chief concern,
however, must be speaking from good hearts
the good news of God’'s kingdom. We all know
the many different ways in which this can be
done for the salvation of others. And let us
make sure that our hearts are always full of
love for those to whom we speak.

In particular do we speak from good hearts
for the salvation of others when we teach
them. That means patiently and explicitly in-
structing them so that they can express in their
own words what we taught them. This will
both qualify them to teach others and give
them the incentive to do so.— Luke 6:40.

The result of dedicated Christians world-wide
thus speaking is published in this issue of The
Watchtower. It has put tens of thousands on
the way to salvation. The 1961 Yearbook of
Jehovah's Witnesses further shows how this
was done in ever so many specific instances.
Read it, not only for enjoyment, but also for
your instruction, that you may “be doing the
same yourself.”—Luke 10:37.

So, Christian ministers of Jehovah, keep
speaking from good hearts for salvation during
the month of January. In your preaching ac-
tivity feature this Bible-study aid, The Watch-
tower, on a subscription basis. And follow
through by teaching all those showing them-
selves to be conscious of their spiritual need.



® John 21:22 reads: “Jesus said to him: ‘If
it is my will for him to remain until I come,
of what concern is that to you? You continue
following me.”” What does this scripture mean?
—A. A., United States.

In this verse Jesus may have referred to his
coming in miniature A.D. 70 for the execution
of divine vengeance upon the city of Jerusalem,
resulting in its destruction. John is understood
to have survived that event of A.D. 70 and to
have lived down to close to the end of the first
century, at which time he wrote his account of
Jesus’ life and also the three epistles or letters
and the book of Revelation.

Then again, Jesus may also have referred to
the apostle John in a prophetic or pictorial
sense and he may here have foreshadowed the
remnant of the body of Christ that has re-
mained until the second coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ invisibly in 1914. It is this rem-
nant, which has survived until the present time,
that is witnessing the fulfillment of the book
of Revelation. That is why it has been stated
that this remnant was foreshadowed by the
apostle John.—Rev. 1:10.

= Matthew 11:11 speaks of “a person that is
a lesser one in the kingdom of the heavens”
as being greater than John the Baptist. How
is this to be understood? Will not all the mem-
bers of the body of Christ sit in equal positions,
or will some occupy higher places and others
be lesser in comparison to them?—V.C., U.S.A.

First of all, let us note that as far as the
kingdom of heaven class upon earth is con-
cerned there have always been in it some that
have occupied positions of greater responsibil-
ity and others that have had lesser positions.
So at least in this regard there are greater and
lesser ones in the kingdom of heaven class.
Such is bound to be the case wherever there
is an organization. In Israel, for example, there
were ‘chiefs over thousands, over hundreds,
over fifties and over tens,” to assure smooth
operation of the organization.—Ex. 18:21.

In the heavenly kingdom Jesus Christ will be
above all the 144,000 as their head, and, cer-
tainly, compared to him they will all be lesser
ones. Further, we read that the holy city, heav-
enly Jerusalem, has a wall with “twelve foun-
dation stones, and on them the twelve names
of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.” (Rev. 21:
14) Without doubt, the rest of the 144,000 will
be lesser ones in comparison to these twelve
foundation stones. As to other distinctions the
Scriptures are silent, but in view of the picture
given at Revelation 7:1-4, about the twelve
tribes of spiritual Israel, suggesting organiza-
tion, there may be said to be implied various
degrees of rank in the kingdom of the heavens.

ANNOUNCEMENTS | f

FIELD MINISTRY

Our hearts must be in harmony with God
and his Word to speak good things for salva-
tion. Jehovah’s witnesses are pleased to aid
others toward salvation by sharing Bible knowl-
edge. During January they will do this by offer-
ing a year’s subscription for The Watchtower,
along with three Scriptural booklets, on a $1
contribution.

1961 YEARBOOK AND CALENDAR
Have you received your copy of the 1961
Yearbook of Jehovah% Witnesses, only recently
released? You will want to begin reading at
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once the thrilling report of Christian education-
al work carried on world-wide during 1960. Ad-
ditionally, you will be eager to consider the
Scriptural information included as inspirational
reading for every day of the new year. Send
only 50c, and for a beautiful calendar for 1961
add 25c to your order.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS

February 5: Build to the Future. Page 5.

February 12: Showing Fruitage of the Spirit,
If1-19, Page 11.

February 19: Showing Fruitage of the Spirit,
1120-23, and Apply Your Hearts. Page 15.



