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THE PURPOSE OF

“THE WATCHTOWER?”

Literal towers in Bible times were elevated vantage points from which
watchmen could observe happenings, warn of danger, or announce good
news. Our magazine figuratively occupies such a vantage point, for it is
founded on the very pinnacle of wisdom, God's Word. That elevates it
above racial, national and political propagandas and prejudices, frees it from
selfish bias. It is not bound by any traditional creed, but its message advanc-
es as the light on God's purposes and works increases.— Habakkuk 2:1-3.

It sees things Scripturally. When it observes this generation afflicted
with greed, delinquency, hypocrisy, atheism, war, famine, pestilence, perplex-
ity and fear, and persecution of unpopular minorities, it does not parrot the
old fable about history repeating itself. Informed by Bible prophecy, it sees in
these things the sign of the world’s time of the end. But with bright hope it
also sees opening up for us just beyond these woes the portals of a new world.

Thus viewed, “The Watchtower” stands as a watchman atop a tower,
alert to what is going on, awake to note signs of danger, faithful to point out
the way of escape. It announces Jehovah's kingdom established by Christ's
enthronement in heaven, feeds his kingdom joint-heirs with spiritual food,
cheers men of good will with glorious prospects of eternal life in a paradise
earth, comforts us with the resurrection promise for the dead.

It is not dogmatic, but has a confident ring in its voice, because it is
based on God’s Word. It does not privately interpret prophecy, but calls at-
tention to physical facts, sets them alongside prophecy, and you see for your-
self how well the two match, how accurately Jehovah interprets his own
prophecy. In the interests of our salvation, it keeps sharp and faithful focus
on Bible truth, and views religious news generally.

'‘Be watchful in these perilous times,’ God admonishes. So keep on the
watch by regularly reading “The Watchtower”,
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O YOU pray

to be heard
by men or to be
heard by God? If
you pray to impress
men, you are like
the ones Jesus condemned when he said:
“You must not be as the hypocrites; be-
cause they like to pray standing in the
synagogues and on the corners of the broad
ways to be visible to men. Truly | say to
you, They are having their reward in full.”
(Matt. 6:5) Their reward was the admira-
tion of men, not the hearing ear of God. It
may be you are not one that prays for the
sake of appearance, but rather with the
sincere desire to be heard. If you are, be
certain that you are praying in the right
manner by following the instructions of
the Bible.

Your sincerity in prayer can be shown
by the effort you make to learn what God
has to say in his written Word. If you ex-
pect him to listen to you, you must be
willing to listen to him. Your pursuit for
material things and pleasures is not more
important than the instruction he has for
you in his Word. If you think you are too
busy to consider what he has to say, how
can you expect your prayers to be heard?
Respect his Word and seek the wisdom in
it by doing as he says: “Acquire wisdom,
acquire understanding. Do not forget and
do not turn aside from the sayings of my
mouth.” (Prov. 4:5) By studying the say-
ings of his mouth you will learn how he
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wants to be ap-
proached in prayer.

Since the Al
mighty God is not
hard of hearing or
inattentive, it is not
necessary to repeat the same prayer over
and over again. That is senseless repetition
and is contrary to Scriptural instructions.
“When praying, do not say the same things
over and over again, just as the people of
the nations do, for they imagine they will
get a hearing for their use of many words.”
(Matt. 6:7) He is easily reached when ap-
proached in the way that the Scriptures
show to be acceptable to him. “Jehovah is
near to all those calling upon him, to all
those who call upon him in trueness.”—Ps.
145:18.

Unless you call upon him in faith you
cannot expect him to hear you, “for he
that approaches God must believe that he
is and that he becomes the rewarder of
those earnestly seeking him.” (Heb. 11:6)
If you earnestly seek him, you will study
his written Word diligently, with an aim to
gain the knowledge that is a necessary
foundation for faith. You will learn by
your study that prayers must not be said
for selfish purposes. They must put God's
will foremost. So, cherish God’s Word. Fol-
low its instructions. “For Jehovah's eyes
are upon the righteous and his ears are to-
ward their supplication.”—1 Pet. 3:12.



will go
to any church,”
admits a Honolu-
lu clergyman,
“without suspi-
cion as to false for truthfulness?
doctrine.” Thus-ANAAAN
in this age of deception and falsehood
millions of persons are uncritical even
when it comes to the vital sphere of re-
ligious beliefs; they accept what they hear
without investigation, even though doc-
trines of the various churches conflict
with one another. Yes, and even though
the Bible foretold an abundance of false
religious beliefs for this time: “There will
be a period of time when they will not
put up with the healthful teaching, but, in
accord with their own desires, they will
accumulate teachers for themselves to have
their ears tickled, and they will turn their
ears away from the truth, whereas they
will be turned aside to false stories.”
—2Tim. 4: 3,4.

Does the Bible teach what you believe?
Many people do not know whether the Bi-
ble teaches what they believe, because
they are not taught or encouraged to fol-
low the Scriptural rule: “Make sure of all
things.” (1 Thess. 5:21) An educator re-
cently pointed out why people are not
taught to test their beliefs and why people
often accept even implausible doctrines.
Professor Walter Kaufmann of Princeton

False beliefs, by the clergy's own ad-
mission, abound in Christendom. What
popular beliefs crumble under the test
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University, in an address at Colby
College, Waterville, Maine, spoke
on the moral and intellectual fail-
ure of organized religion. Report-
ing on the educator’s address, the
Portland (Maine) Press Herald of
February 24,1959, said:

“Asserting that critical thought
is still discouraged, he pointed out
that even in the United States to-
day one rarely hears anything of
that nature on radio, TV, or mass
circulation magazines. Prof. Kauf-
mann suggested that the desire for
social approval prompts the verbal
acceptance of religious beliefs in
many instances. . . . Affirming that
many religious leaders privately
concede the implausibility of their
doctrines, Prof. Kaufmann denounced hy-
pocrisy which prevents them from stating
as much in public. ‘If these leaders said
what they really believed,” he commented,
‘organized religion would crumble, and we
would wind up with individual religions.””

Should the crumbling of what is false be
feared? Of course not, for Jesus Christ
said: “The truth will set you free.” (John
8:32) Falsehood cannot make one free.
But because of the desire for social ap-
proval, the desire to please the crowd,
people accept many doctrines without test-
ing them for truthfulness. Because it is
easier to go along with the crowd than to
explain to the crowd why one cannot go
along with it, many persons will believe
whatever the crowd believes; but popular-
ity has never proved a reliable means for
judging the quality of a belief. As one
writer has put it: “The fact that an opin-
ion has been widely held is no evidence
whatever that it is not utterly absurd; in-
deed, in view of the silliness of the ma-
jority of mankind, a widespread belief is
more likely to be foolish than sensible.”
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Jesus never accepted a doctrine or be-
lief because the crowd did; Jesus did not
found a please-the-crowd religion. The
Christian should please God.

FALSE BELIEFS “QUITE BEYOND NUMBERING”
The very fact that clergymen admit pri-
vately and sometimes even publicly that
many doctrines are implausible and false
should make one want to check his beliefs
with the Bible. Some years ago Dr. W. L.
Pettingill of the First Baptist Church in
New York city said: “Religious teaching
that is dished out now is a curse and not
a blessing. . . . Most of it is false religion
which ignores the teachings of Christ. . . .
Ninety-nine per cent of religion in this
city should be scrapped because one cannot
believe man and God at the same time.”
—New York

Another clergyman, Dr. Daniel A. Pol-
ing, answered a question in the March,
1957, issue of the Christian Herald in the
column “Doctor Poling Answers Your
Questions.” To a questioner who had heard
that there were at least eighty false doc-
trines in popular religion this clergyman
writes: “As to false doctrines there may
be 80 or there may be a thousand. I am
sure they are quite beyond numbering,
but since you know the Lord and have
been within His grace all these years, sure-
ly you have the witness in your heart day
by day. You have everything that is re-
quired for your peace of mind now and
for your eternal salvation.”

But does Jehovah God talk this way?
Does his holy Word, the Bible, whitewash
false doctrines, dismiss them as something
trivial, as if the Christian is under no re-
sponsibility to know whether or not he is
believing truth or error? What are we to
think of a Christianity with false beliefs
“quite beyond numbering”? Said Jesus
Christ: “There is not a fine tree producing
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rotten fruit.” False beliefs are rotten fruit
that identify religious organizations ac-
cording to the rule stated by Jesus: “Each
tree is known by its own fruit.”—Luke 6:
43,44.

Instead of saying that beliefs do not mat-
ter, God’s Word declares: “Keep testing
whether you are in the faith, keep proving
what you yourselves are.” (2 Cor. 13:5)
There is nothing to fear by making this
test, by proving our beliefs by the only
standard for judging religious teachings—
the Holy Bible. Indeed, we should fear not
to make this test. Christians must not be
man-pleasers but God-pleasers.

Using the Scriptures to test doctrines is
the course commended in the Bible. When
Paul and Silas went to Beroea, they

preached to the Jews. How did these Jews

TimesQOctober 10, r%%ﬁ%nd to this Christian preaching? They

“were more noble-minded than those in
Thessalonica, for they received the word
with the greatest readiness of mind, care-
fully examining the Scriptures daily as to
whether these things were so.” (Acts 17:
11) The Beroeans were not being fanatical
or unreasonable. They did not rely on the
word of man alone. The Beroeans made
sure of all things. How? By “carefully ex-
amining the Scriptures.” This is the way
Christians should test religious beliefs. Let
us, then, carefully examine the Scriptures
to test some common beliefs.

Take the belief called universal salva-
tion. Does the Bible teach that all persons
will be saved despite their course of ac-
tion? Let Jesus Christ answer: “He that
exercises faith in the Son has everlasting
life; he that disobeys the Son will not see
life.” There is a penalty for willfully ig-
noring and disobeying the revealed will
of God. That is why the Lord Jesus, at
God’'s war of Armageddon, “brings due
punishment upon those who do not know
God and those who do not obey the good
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news about our Lord Jesus. These very
ones will pay the penalty of everlasting de-
struction.” No, the Bible does not teach
universal salvation but, rather, that those
who gain everlasting life must not only
exercise faith in the Lord Jesus but also
be his obedient followers.—John 3:36;
2 Thess. 1:8,9.

Tithing is a widely accepted belief in
Christendom, churches tithing parishion-
ers ten percent of their income. Does the
Bible teach this as a Christian doctrine?
Tithing was part of the Law of Moses. But
Christians are not under that Law, as
Christ’'s apostle writes: “You are not under
law but under undeserved kindness.” When
sending his disciples out to preach, Jesus
did not instruct them to tithe people. He
said: “You received free, give free.” The
Christian way to raise funds for God’s
work is by voluntary contributions. A
need is made known and then Christians
voluntarily give. There must be no com-
pulsion, no pressure, as Paul says: “Let
each one do just as he has resolved in his
heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.”—Rom. 6:
14; Matt. 10:8; 2 Cor. 9:7.

Does the Bible teach the widespread be-
lief that the planet earth will someday be
destroyed? When the Bible speaks of the
end of the world, it is not referring to the
end of the planet earth, but rather to the
end of this system of things. A world once
came to an end in Noah's day. The earth
that was destroyed then was not this plan-
et but the wicked human society of that
time. Wrote the apostle Peter: “There
were heavens in ancient times and an
earth standing compactly out of water and
in the midst of water by the word of God,
and by those means the world of that time
suffered destruction when it was deluged
with water. But by the same word the
heavens and the earth that are now are
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stored up for fire and are being reserved
to the day of judgment and of destruction
of the ungodly men.” To destroy the soci-
ety of ungodly men, God does not need to
destroy this planet, as he proved in Noah’s
day. Of the planet earth the inspired psalm-
ist wrote: “He has founded the earth upon
its established places; it will not be made
to totter to time indefinite, nor forever.”
True Bible belief is that “the meek ones
themselves will possess the earth” and that
the earth will become a global paradise.
—2 Pet. 3:5-7; Ps. 104:5; 37:11; Luke 23:
43.

IMAGES AND IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL

What of the belief that images are aids
to Christian worship? A careful study of
the Bible and history shows that the early
Christians carefully avoided the use of im-
ages. Says the Encyclopaedia Britannica,
Vol. Xn, page 750 (1907 edition): “It was
a common accusation brought against
Christians by their enemies that they had
‘no altars, no temples, no known images’;
and that ‘they set up no image or form of
any god’, and this charge was never de-
nied.” To justify the use of images by say-
ing that the honor given them is only rel-
ative is not supported by the Bible. God
told the Israelites not to bow down to any
image. (Lev. 26:1) When the Israelites
worshiped the golden calf at Sinai, they
intended to make an improvement in their
religion. They said: “There is a festival to
Jehovah tomorrow.” God did not approve
the use of an image in proper worship. Had
it not been for Moses' entreaty Jehovah
would have destroyed the entire nation of
Israel. Bible principles rule out the belief
that images are a Christian aid to worship.
Said Jesus: “God is a Spirit, and those
worshiping him must worship with spirit
and truth.”—Ex. 32:5; John 4:24.

What of the belief so widespread in
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Christendom—the immortality of the soul?
It is popularly accepted, but does the Bible
teach this belief? Commenting on the fact
that the Hebrew Scriptures do not teach
this doctrine, historian John Lord writes
in Beacon Lights of History: “This fact is
so remarkable, that some trace to the sages
of Greece and Egypt the doctrine itself, as
ordinarily understood; that is, a necessary
existence of the soul after death. And they
fortify themselves with those declarations
of the apostles which represent a happy
immortality as the special gift of God,—
not a necessary existence. ... If immor-
tality be not a gift, but a necessary ex-
istence, as Socrates supposed, it seems
strange that heathen philosophers should
have speculated more profoundly than the
patriarchs of the East on this mysterious
subject. We cannot suppose that Plato was
more profoundly instructed on such a sub-
ject than Abraham and Moses.”

The truth is that the immortality of the
soul is a pagan doctrine. “It crept into the
Church,” once said British prime minister
William Gladstone, “by a back door—the
back door of Greek philosophy.” True Bi-
ble belief is that man is a soul; he does
not have a soul. Describing man, the hu-
man soul, Genesis 2:7 says: “Jehovah God
proceeded to form the man out of dust
from the ground and to blow into his nos-
trils the breath of life, and the man came
to be a living soul.” This human soul is
not immortal but dies. Examine the Scrip-
ture at Ezekiel 18:4. It says: “The soul
that sinneth, it shall die.”

ETERNAL TORMENT AND TRINITY
Eternal torment in a hot hell is a belief
that crumbles when it is realized that its
foundation is the false immortality of the
soul doctrine. True Bible belief is that hell
is the common grave of mankind. It is not
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eternal. Jesus Christ went to the Bible hell,
and he was raised out of it. (Acts 2:31)
Hell (or Hades) is even to be destroyed
by its being emptied of its dead occupants
through the resurrection of the dead:
“Death and Hades gave up those dead in
them, and they were judged individually
according to their deeds. And death and
Hades were hurled into the lake of fire.
This means the second death, the lake of
fire.” (Rev. 20:13, 14) Instead of hell be-
ing a fiery place, it is destroyed by being
hurled into the symbolic lake of fire, that
is, a state of everlasting destruction. That
hell is a place of torment is a false belief:
“As for the dead, they are conscious of
nothing at all.”—Eccl. 9:5.

And what of Christendom’s popular doc-
trine—the trinity? It should not surprise
one by now that this is of pagan origin.
The doctrine, besides being implausible
and unreasonable, is unscriptural. No
scripture teaches a trinity.* According to
the trinity, the Father and Son are co-
etemal; but of Jesus Christ the Bible says
that he is “the firstborn of all creation”
and “the beginning of the creation by
God.” Neither are the Father and Son co-
equal, for Jesus declared: “The Father is
greater than | am.” As for the holy spirit,
it is not a person but the invisible active
force of God.—Col. 1:15; Rev. 3:14; John
14:28.

So the trinity is another of the false be-
liefs in Christendom that are “quite be-
yond numbering.” Why take a chance with
false beliefs? Prove what is false and reject
it. Prove what is true and hold to it. Only
the truth can set one free and enable one
to bring forth the fine fruit of right reli-
gion that is acceptable to God.

* The text at 1 John 57 in the King James Version
is used to support the doctrine, but the words do not
appear in the reliable and oldest manuscripts of the

Greek Scriptures; thus most modern versions leave the
words out entirely.



UNIVERSAL
DISARMAMENT

isarmament universally
Dis on the way. Long before

this twentieth century avi-
sion of it was given. More
than twenty-five centuries ago
it was foretold in words that
have been written down and
preserved till now. We to-
day are the favored genera-
tion of mankind that will live
to see the re'ality. We, the
ones now burdened with the great-
est and costliest load of armaments in the
history of nations, are the ones to enjoy al-
so the greatest relief. We, the ones now
l. why is univers

who  Uenjoy it?

disarmament now on the way, and
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‘Neither shall they learn war any )

—ISA. 2.4, AV; AS.

tortured with fear at the most terrifying
means of wholesale destruction, are the
ones to be quieted also with the bringing in
of an unbreakable peace. We, the ones now
faced with the greatest loss of human life
and the vastest desolation of our earthly
home, are the ones to enter also into a time
when dying will give way to living in per-
fect health and beauty on a blossoming
earth as fair as man’s first paradise. In are-
markable way universal disarmament will
be brought about in our day. The irresist-
ible powers for disarming all nations are
at hand, and in our time they will estab-
lish a real lasting disarmament.

2Who will have the honor of making
universal disarmament come true? Men of
this world look to men and would assign
this honor to men or to a

human agency. For in-

stance, they have had cut

in a stone wall flanking the

Plaza of the United Na-

2. To whom do men assign the hon-
or of making it come true, and what
promise lies in the prophetic words
that they have inscribed?
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tions, in the heart of New York city, the
prophetic words: “And they shall beat
their swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not
lift up sword against nation, neither shall
they learn war any more.” * In these words
lies the promise of international disarma-
ment, to be followed by an era of peace
and human brotherhood, with a fruitful
cultivation of the earth.

3Whoever or whatever agency would
bring to fulfillment those soul-stirring
words would enjoy an honor indeed and
would rightly deserve the thanks of all
lovers of life in international peace and
brotherhood. Determined to make the
United Nations organization that honored
agency, and in harmony with the terms of
its Charter, the United Nations set up a
Disarmament Commission. Twelve years it
worked, only to produce nothing. Finally
by pressure from a mighty member of its
Security Council, the real disarmament
talks were removed from the United Na-
tions Disarmament Commission to a ten-
nation commission outside the
international organization.

4Then came an unusual day,
on Friday, September 18, 1959,
at the United Nations. By that
time intercontinental ballistic
missiles capable of carrying as
their warhead atomic or hydro-
gen bombs across an ocean to an
enemy country were a stern re-
ality. Not only was nuclear war-
fare talked about and being
prepared for, but chemical
and biological warfare was ™£>85
also being provided for.

* Quoted from the King James or
Authorized Version of the Holy Bible
and its prophecy by lIsaiah, chapter two
verse four.

3. To make the United Nations the honored
agency, what Commission was set up, and $
with what results ?

4. When did an unusual day come at the
U.N. and by then what were the latest \
achievements attained by men?
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Man-made moons high up in outer space
were circling around the earth, put in orbit
by rockets with a terrific thrust. Man-
made planets were even orbiting around
the sun; and just the Sunday previous an
860-pound sphere, rocketed from Commu-
nist Soviet territory, had crashed into the
moon in the vicinity of the Seas of Serenity
and of Tranquillity.

6So it was an electric Friday afternoon
when, for the first time in history, the
head of the Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
publics mounted the rostrum of the United
Nations General Assembly building to ad-
dress the representatives of that organiza-
tion of eighty-two nations. His speech
touched upon many things of world impor-
tance before he disclosed his new plan on
the burning question of our day. His pro-
posal, a new one for him, was for “general
and complete disarmament” for all nations
of this world. Within four years all the
nations should do away with weapons and
armed forces and turn to a friendly com-
petition in the arts of peace. There was

5. What happened at the U.N.
that Friday afternoon, and
what were to be the results
of the plan then proposed?
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danger in the mere possession of modern
arms. A “single spark” would, therefore,
be all that was needed to start a nuclear
war. However, with the “general and com-
plete disarmament” that he now proposed
“there would remain no material possibil-
ities for the pursuit by states of any other
than a peaceful policy.” Thus only the
forces needed to guard internal security
should be retained.

SFEeWATCHTOWER.
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7For twelve years till then the disarma-
ment issue had been deadlocked and the
Disarmament Commission of the U.N. had
got nowhere. Are we to expect that now,
under the spur of the Russian premier’s
proposal, the eighty-two members of the
U.N. will wholeheartedly get down to the
gist of the matter? Will they now consider
the interests of all mankind and finally
settle the issue before somehow that dread-

6 This latest Russian proposal delivere@d “single spark” is struck to start off a

by the Soviet premier himself did not
leave the U.N. General Assembly thunder-
struck. Just the preceding day some of the
thunder had been taken out of the pre-
mier’s scheduled speech when the Ameri-
can secretary of state and the British min-
ister of foreign affairs submitted to the
General Assembly the Western plan. This
provided for a balanced disarmament to
take place in three stages leading to the
total disarmament later proposed by the
Soviet premier. Moreover, each step to-
ward that end was to be subject to effec-
tive control. Facing the thorny problem of
inspection and control, the Soviet premier
also proposed that to make sure “that no
one would violate their obligations we pro-
pose the setting up of an international
control body comprising all states.” This
sweeping proposal for such “general and
complete disarmament” was received with
a lot of doubt on the part of some. Yet
there were those who recommended that
the Russian proposal be taken seriously
and be given thorough study for what it
was worth, to see how practical it was
and how it could be worked out. Shortly
afterward the Soviet Union asked the U.N.
General Assembly to take up its premier’s
proposal for “general and complete dis-
armament” as an “important and urgent
matter.”

6. Why did this latest Russian proposal not leave the

Assembly thunderstruck, and what did the Soviet Union
afterward ask the Assembly to do?

world nuclear war? Even in the face of
the premier’s proposals, even with the
realization of the pressing need, do the na-
tions themselves now sincerely believe in
general and complete disarmament?
8The United Nations is the successor
and heir of the League of Nations that was
set up after World War 1. In 1927 before
the League’s Disarmament Conference the
representative of Communist Russia pro-
posed a total disarming of the nations. At
that time the Soviet Union was a young
revolutionary government struggling to
maintain itself and recover from the ef-
fects of World War 1. Critics believed that
the Communist representative had made
the total disarmament proposal in order to
weaken the stronger nations, because the
Communist Soviet government itself was
weak. About five years passed, and on Feb-
ruary 2, 1932, the Disarmament Confer-
ence under the auspices of the League of
Nations met at Geneva, Switzerland, with
delegates attending from sixty-four na-
tions. Again Maxim Litvinov of Soviet
Russia submitted a proposal for univer-
sal disarmament. It was rejected by the
leagued nations, and the Conference closed
with no real accomplishment for our relief.
91n his 1959 speech to the U.N. General
7,8 (a) In view of the twelve-year deadlock, what
questions do we now ask ourselves? (b) What previous
rejections of such a plan make its fulfillment unlikely
now also?
9. (@) Why cannot the same criticism be made now of
the purpose of the plan as was made in 1927? (b) What

proclamation in 1928 puts all nations under suspicion
now regarding disarming ?
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Assembly the Soviet premier reminded his
visible and invisible audience of this. But
in view of the present strength of Commu-
nist Russia in the arts of warfare it would
be “preposterous” for critics to charge his
proposal for “general and complete dis-
armament” to the military, political and
economic weakness of his country. Never-
theless, persons who doubted the honest
motives behind the premier’s proposal re-
membered that the real purpose of the
Litvinov disarmament proposal in 1927
was revealed the next year by the Con-
gress of the Communist International.
There it was proclaimed that the Litvinov
disarmament proposals were advanced not
because the Soviets believed in them but
merely to force the so-called capitalists in-
to the open, for they were bound to reject
such proposals. This puts all nations, capi-
talist and Communist, under suspicion now
in this missile, space age: Do they really
believe in total disarming?

INSURMOUNTABLE OBSTACLES

DIn ignorance of certain determining
facts, do we want to look to a false hope
and suffer disappointment and its conse-
guences? No! Then let us boldly face the
facts and decide what is best to do. Wheth-
er the nations under the present tremen-
dous stress believe in total disarmament or
not, there are certain superhuman ob-
stacles to such disarmament. One such ob-
stacle, which is beyond the control of all
the worldly nations, is the invisible power
behind all nations, dominating all nations.
What is that? The invisible rulership of
mankind’s chief enemy, the murderer of all
mankind, Satan the Devil.

NLet us not be like ungodly nations and
dismiss this fact as sheer imagination, as
too childish a suggestion for this modem,
10, 11. (a) Regardless of what the nations believe in,
what obstacle to disarmament remains? (b) Why is it

to our advantage not to dismiss this fact as sheer
imagination?
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scientific age. The universal God of heav-
en does not dismiss it as a traditional im-
agination. His Son from heaven, Jesus
Christ, did not pooh-pooh it as religious
imagination nineteen centuries ago. Both
the Almighty God of heaven and his Son
Jesus Christ face it as a fact. So they warn
all mankind about it in that book from
which the quotation was taken to be en-
graved on the wall of the United Nations
Plaza, namely, the Holy Bible of sacred
scripture.* Whether we are Christian or
Jew or not, to be forewarned by Almighty
God and his heavenly Son means to be
forearmed.

PThe invisible enemy who became the
murderer of all mankind was the one who
also caused the murder of the Savior of all
mankind, Jesus Christ, nineteen centuries
ago. Hence he would not hesitate to bring
about the literal destruction of all man-
kind in the universal war that is to mark
our own day. He does not want anybody
on earth saved for that grand epoch when
dying will give way to eternal life on a
paradise earth.

BOur Savior warned that Satan the
Devil was the wicked invisible ruler of this
world. On the night before he was mur-
dered outside the city of Jerusalem, Jesus
Christ said to eleven of his faithful follow-
ers: “l shall not speak much with you any
more, for the ruler of the world is coming.
And yet he has no hold on me." “The ruler
of this world has been judged.” (John 14:
30; 16:11) On a previous occasion Jesus
said to those who threatened his life at
Jerusalem: “If you are Abraham'’s chil-
dren, do the works of Abraham. But now
you are seeking to kill me, a man that has
told you the truth that | heard from God.
Abraham did not do this. You do the works

* See page 232, paragraph 2 and its footnote.

12. What would mankind’'s unseen enemy not hesitate
to do now, and what reason have we for believing so?
13. How did Jesus warn that this one was world ruler,
and how did he brand that one as a lying manslayer?
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of your father. ... You are from your
father the Devil and you wish to do the
desires of your father. That one was a
manslayer when he began, and he did not
stand fast in the truth, because truth is
not in him. When he speaks the lie, he
speaks according to his own disposition,
because he is a liar and the father of the
lie.” (John 8:39-44) In these words Jesus
brands Satan the Devil as the manslayer
or murderer whose lying brought on the
dying condition of all mankind.

KU Satan also induced the first violent
murder on earth. How was this? About
six thousand years ago man started his
existence on earth. He needed no arma-
ment, not even against the animals of all
kinds that surrounded him in his beautiful
open-air home, the garden of Eden. God
the Creator told this first man, Adam, that
he could avoid death forever by obeying
perfectly the commandment of his heav-
enly Father, God. All the lower animals
were reproducing their family kind. So in
order that the first man, Adam, might fill
the earth with humankind in God’s image
and likeness, God created woman and gave
her to Adam as a wife. They pursued a
peaceful life together, cultivating their
paradise home and taking care of it. Then
an opposer and slanderer of their divine
heavenly Father came on the scene, in-
visibly, to start a war against God the
Creator and subjugate mankind to himself.
To take mankind captive to himself, he
called God a liar and induced Adam'’s wife
Eve to believe it and to break God’s law
respecting the garden of Eden.

B Through Eve Satan then put pressure
upon Adam to turn rebel against God and
disobey him. At once Adam and Eve got
a bad conscience and began to fear. They
lost their peace with God, and the invisible

14, 15. (a) What else did Satan induce, and what ini-

tial step did he take in that direction? (b) Then how
did that one actually become the murderer of all
mankind?
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Satan the Devil was the inducing cause.
God now placed Adam and Eve on judg-
ment, along with Satan the Devil. God
sentenced that newly appearing opposer
and slanderer to destruction, this not to
take place until a much later time. God
also condemned the first parents of man-
kind to death. Because Satan the Devil had
brought on this condemnation upon man-
kind, he became the first manslayer, the
murderer of all mankind.—Gen. 2:7-3:24.

BAt the same time the Lord God fore-
told war with Satan the Devil and pointed
out who would be the one that would re-
lieve the race of mankind of Satan’s in-
visible rule. As though Satan were a mere
serpent on the ground God said to him:
“1 shall put enmity between you and the
woman and between your seed and her
seed. He will bruise you in the head and
you will bruise him in the heel.” (Gen. 3:
15) According to this the seed of God's
“woman” would suffer what was like a
heel wound but he would recover and
destroy Satan the Devil like a serpent
crushed in the head.

I/ That the one to do this would be Jesus
Christ, God’s Son who became a man on
earth for thirty-three and a half years, the
Bible writer says in these words: “We be-
hold Jesus, who has been made a little low-
er than angels, crowned with glory and
honor for having suffered death, that he
by God’s undeserved kindness might taste
death for every man. Therefore, since the
‘young children’ are sharers of blood and
flesh, he also similarly partook of the same
things, that through his death he might
destroy the one having the means to cause
death, that is, the Devil, and might eman-
cipate all those who for fear of death were
subject to slavery all through their lives.”
16. What did God also foretell at that same time re-
garding Satan ?

17. How does one Bible writer say that the one to
crush the Serpent would be Jesus Christ?
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(Heb. 2:9, 14, 15) Thus Satan the Deuvil,
who today has the means to cause death
to mankind by nuclear and poison chem-
ical and biological warfare, will be de-
stroyed by someone greater than the Unit-
ed Nations, by the woman’s Seed, Jesus
Christ.

BFor breaking God's law and putting
themselves on the side of Satan the Deuvil,
our first parents Adam and Eve were driv-
en out of their paradise home into the
uncultivated earth, to die there as con-
demned sinners. The first son born to them
under the condemnation of death was
named Cain. The next son born was named
Abel. Cain grew up, evidently thinking
that he as first-born was the woman'’s seed
for bruising the great Serpent’s head. He
tried to show himself the promised son of
God by going through a form of worship
toward God. But God favored the form of
worship used by the younger Abel. God
told Cain that he ought to turn to doing
good; he ought to get the mastery over sin.
But Cain did not obey God’s instruction.
In jealous hatred Cain treated Abel as if
Abel were the seed of the Serpent. Cain
struck Abel dead, thus becoming the first
violent manslayer on earth. (Gen. 4:1-12)
In doing this Cain proved he was no son of
God but was a son of the Devil, for the
Devil was behind him. Regarding this fact
John, a disciple of Jesus Christ, writes:

©*“The children of God and the children
of the Devil are evident by this fact . . .
For this is the message which you have
heard from the beginning, that we should
have love for one another; not like Cain,
who originated with the wicked one and
slaughtered his brother. And for the sake
of what did he slaughter him? Because his
own works were wicked, but those of his
brother were righteous.”—1 John 3:10-12.

April

18, 19. (a) Who became the first violent manslayer on
earth, and why? (b) Whose son did he thus show
himself to be, as explained by John?
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20Lamech, the fifth descendant in the
line from Killer Cain, expressed the vio-
lent spirit of his great-grandfather, saying
these words to his two wives: “A man will
I strike dead for wounding me, yes, a
young man for giving me a blow. If seven
times Cain is to be avenged, then Lamech
seventy times and seven.” (Gen. 4:17-24)
No wonder that in time “the earth became
filled with violence.” For this reason God
saw good to bring down a global flood upon
that violent, faithless generation. Noah
and his family, who were not descendants
of Cain, took no part in that violence and
ruining of the earth. The Bible record
says: “Noah walked with the God.” This
peaceful course was rewarded. Noah and
his family were forewarned of the disas-
trous flood and were told how to survive
through it. All the offspring of murderous
Cain were wiped out. (Gen. 6:9 to 9:2)
However, men having Cain’s spirit are
alive in great numbers today. This is why
the earth is now filled with violence.

NIMROD THE MIGHTY HUNTER

2L  After the great flood Satan the Devil

was not long in raising up another “son of
the Devil,” in the person of Nimrod, the
king of Babel or Babylon. Nimrod resorted
to arms, not just against animals of the
wild, but also against fellow men. Not
without reason hunters of today are called
Nimrods. The first Nimrod was a great-
grandson of Noah. Concerning this ambi-
tious, aggressive Nimrod the Bible record
says: “He made the start in becoming a
mighty one in the earth. He displayed
himself a mighty hunter in opposition to
Jehovah [God]. That is why there is a
saying, ‘Just like Nimrod a mighty hunter
in opposition to Jehovah.” And the begin-
20. Whose violent spirit did Lamech express, and whose
spirit Noah, and with what consequences for each one?
21. Not long after the Flood who was raised up as a

“son of the Devil,” and why did Assyria come to be
known as his land ?
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ning of his kingdom came to be Babel and
Erech and Accad and Calneh, in the land
of Shinar. Out of that land he went forth
into Assyria and set himself to building
Nineveh.” (Gen. 10:8-11) The land of As-
syria came to be known as “the land of
Nimrod.” It was a very warlike nation and
became the second world power in Bible
history, ousting Egypt from the place of
dominance. (Mic. 5:5, 6, AS) Assyria even
threatened the holy city of Jerusalem in
the days of faithful King Hezekiah and the
prophet lIsaiah. For this reason the As-
syrian world power met with a miraculous
military disaster at the hands of Jehovah,
the God of Hezekiah and Isaiah.—Isa. 36:
1to 37:38.

2Down to this year the nations, and
particularly the world powers that have
followed in succession from Assyria, have
copied the example of Nimrod. They have
resorted to military might; they have built
up armaments. This proves they have been
influenced and dominated by the invisible
one whom Jesus Christ called “the ruler
of the world.” When Jesus the Son of God
was here on earth nineteen hundred years
ago he was offered the opportunity of tak-
ing over the sixth world power of Bible
history, the militaristic Roman Empire,
and all the other nations and kingdoms of
this world.

BBy whom was Jesus offered this op-
portunity for world domination? By the in-
visible “ruler of the world,” Satan the
Devil, during Jesus’ temptation in the
wilderness before he began his work of
preaching and healing. After Satan showed
him “all the kingdoms of the inhabited
earth in an instant of time,” he said to
Jesus: “I will give you all this authority
and the glory of them, because it has been
22. Whom have the worldly nations till now copied,
and by whom does their course prove they have been
dominated ?

23. How was Jesus offered the opportunity of taking
over world domination, but what choice did he make?
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delivered to me and to whomever | wish
I give it. You, therefore, if you do an act
of worship before me, it will all be yours.”
Jesus did not deny that Satan could give
such worldly authority and glory, but he
ordered Satan away because he chose to
continue worshiping and serving Jehovah
God. (Luke 4:5-8) Jesus refused to be con-
nected with any of Satan’'s world powers.

AFrom Jesus’ earthly days down till
now Satan the Devil has not ceased to be
the invisible power behind the worldly
nations and blinding them. Over twenty
years after Jesus’ temptation the Chris-
tian apostle Paul wrote: “If, now, the good
news we declare is in fact veiled, it is
veiled among those who are perishing,
among whom the god of this system of
things has blinded the minds of the un-
believers, that the illumination of the glo-
rious good news about the Christ, who
is the image of God, might not shine
through.” (2 Cor. 4:3, 4) Much later, or
near the close of the first century, about
A.D. 96, John said Satan the Devil still
dominated the nations: “One born from
God watches him, and the wicked one does
not fasten his hold on him. We know we
originate with God, but the whole world
is lying in the power of the wicked one.”
(1 John 5:18, 19) About the same time
John also had a prophetic vision of our
own twentieth century, when a battle in
heaven would be fought between the “god
of this system of things” and the promised
Seed of God's woman. Describing this in-
visible battle in the twentieth century and
its outcome, John writes:

5“So down the great dragon was hurled,
the original serpent, the one called Devil
and Satan, who
inhabited earth; he was hurled down to
the earth, and his angels were hurled
24, 25. (a) How was it definitely stated till the close
of the first century that Satan still dominated the na-

tions? (b) In proof of this what statement is made
in the description of the war in heaven and its outcome ?

ismisleading t
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down with him. And | heard a loud voice
in heaven say: ‘Now have come to pass the
salvation and the power and the kingdom
of our God and the authority of his Christ,
because the accuser of our brothers has
been hurled down, . . . Woe for the earth
and for the sea, because the Devil has
come down to you, having great anger,
knowing he has a short period of time.”
—Rev. 12:7-12.

bHave we had woe on the earth and
sea, even since World War | ended in the
year 1918? We have Bible information to
know who is responsible for it. Since the
angered ruler of the world knows he has
but a short period before his Conqueror
bruises him in the head, do we now have
reason to believe that he will permit a
universal disarmament to come for the
salvation, peace and prosperity of men?
No; not even if the nations try to heed the
call of an American statesman for an “un-
failing pursuit of the goal of universal dis-
armament.” (New York Times, Septem-
ber 23, 1959) No United Nations Disarm-
ament Commission will be able to remove
this superhuman obstacle to general and
complete controlled disarming of the na-
tions, namely, Satan the Devil.

April

RIGHT MOTIVE LACKING

Z' Another obstacle against success of in-
ternational efforts for total disarmament
is the wrong motive that urges nations on.
Their motive is selfish fear, not a love of
righteousness. They do not have the right
moral appreciation. Fear that the right
moral guidance was lacking was voiced
by the American Secretary of State in a
luncheon talk four days after the Soviet
premier’s speech on disarmament to the
U.N. General Assembly. He said: “That

26. What stands, therefore, as a superhuman obstacle
to complete disarming of the nations?

27. What other obstacle is there, and how did the
American Secretary of State voice fears of the lack of
the needed thing?
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matter of controls is going to require a
very careful study. The second matter that
is going to require very careful study, one
which wasn't mentioned in his speech at
all, is this: assuming one can reach the
state in all of the nations of the world that
he had pointed out, namely, that of hav-
ing only such levels of forces and such
armament as is required for internal secu-
rity. Then what, if any, force will there
be, other than moral force, with which to
maintain the peace as between nations in-
sisting on going to war with each other,
even with knives?”—New York Times,
September 23,1959.

BThere has to be a “moral force” that
is backed by an appreciation of the wrong-
ness and sinfulness to kill and murder fel-
low men. Only such a moral force would
be strong enough to maintain peace even
among nations that had given up nuclear,
chemical and biological weapons and other
customary weapons except knives. No na-
tions, not even those of Christendom, have
this moral appreciation in harmony with
the law of God the Creator. Even the na-
tions of Christendom do not live up to the
sixth of the God-given Ten Command-
ments: “Thou shalt not kill”; or, “You
must not murder.” (Ex. 20:13, AV; NW)
Even Christendom has used the process
described in the September 21, 1959, issue
of the Washington (D.C.) paper, I. F.
Stone’'s Weekly: “Man, for all his love of
war, is reluctant to kill his brother. Before
every war, it is necessary to picture the
enemy as unhuman. The enemy must be
pictured both as sub-human, so that it is
no sin to kill him, and superhuman, so
that to Kill him is sheer self-preservation.”
—Page 4, H2

DWhat does this denote? The Christian
28. What moral appreciation does even Christendom
show she does not have, and what process has she
resorted to to induce breaking the sixth commandment?

29. In Romans chapter thirteen what does Paul show
that this denotes ?
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apostle Paul says it denotes a lack of love
for one’s neighbor as well as for the Giver
of the Ten Commandments. Here are
Paul's words: “He that loves his fellow
man has fulfilled the law. For the law
code, ‘You must not commit adultery, You
must not murder, You must not steal, You
must not covet,” and whatever other com-
mandment there is, is summed up in this
word, namely, ‘“You must love your neigh-
bor as yourself.” Love does not work evil
to one’s neighbor; therefore love is the
law’'s fulfillment.”—Rom. 13:8-10.

PToday the nations are held back from
a third world war, not by love of God and
neighbor, nor by a fear of the Giver of the
Ten Commandments, but by dread of the
fiendishly destructive armaments of one
another. They fear the frightful conse-
quences of a nuclear world war. The pres-
ent world peace, such as it is, is a peace
of fear, not a peace of moral appreciation
of the rightness of God’'s law concerning
the taking of human life. Thus the motive
that proposes general and complete disarm-
ament of nations is wrong. The motive is
not the love of God by either the religious
nations of Christendom or the atheistic na-
tions of communism. The motive is not a
heartfelt desire to keep the commandments
of the great Giver of life, but is a torment-
ing fear of the catastrophic possibilities of
space-age warfare. This fear was pointed
up also in the speech of the atheistic So-
viet premier when making his proposal for
general and complete disarmament.

3L Moreover, it is quite likely that, as the
Congress of the Communist International
admitted in 1928, none of the nations to-
day, capitalistic or communistic, really be-
lieve in universal disarmament. They do

30. Why is the motive of the nations for holding back
from a third world war wrong ?

31. What disbelief on their part is also quite likely
today, and thus what looms up as a block to real
disarmament ?
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not think it feasible, possible, practical.
They do not trust one another on such a
comprehensive thing as this. So they sus-
piciously argue for a system of control and
inspection. They still allow for small wars
in limited areas of the earth. Consequently
the lack of the essential right motive looms
up as a block to real disarmament.

2Suppose, however, that because of the
urgency of the times the nations did re-
duce their armaments to just the home
police force necessary for internal security
or that they adopted an international po-
lice force, so that the nations could cry
out, “Peace and safety!” what, then? This
would not save them from the most ter-
rible disaster in all human history. Why
not? Because the nations would not have
disarmed in the most vital respect! For
that reason they will continue to face the
worst disaster of all—not nuclear world
war, but universal war with the Almighty
God of heaven. What the nations need to
study seriously and to undertake is total
disarmament toward the God whom they
have ignored and whose revealed, declared
purposes they have treated with contempt
under the blinding influence of the unseen
ruler of the world, Satan the Devil. On
this account the prophetic prayer of the
inspired psalmist will certainly be an-
swered: “Fill their faces with shame; that
they may seek thy name, O Lord. Let
them be confounded and troubled for ever;
yea, let them be put to shame, and perish:
that men may know that thou, whose name
alone is JEHOVAH, art the most high
over all the earth.”—Ps. 83: 16-18,
James Version.

BMore than quit fighting among them-
selves, the nations should all quit fighting
32. (a) Should the nations disarm to where they could
cry, “Peace and safety!” what would they still face?
(b) What do the nations need to do, but what prayer
will have to be fulfilled on them?

33. What should the nations quit doing, and this In
accord with Gamaliel’s legal advice?
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against Jehovah God and his heavenly
kingdom, which is being preached in all
the inhabited earth by his modern-day
witnesses. This preaching is in fulfillment
of Jesus’' prophecy concerning the “time
of the end” of this old world: “This gospel
of the kingdom shall be preached in all
the world for a witness unto all nations;
and then shall the end come.” (Matt. 24:
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P Nineteen centuries ago his Son Jesus
Christ said in his Sermon on the Mount:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are the
peacemakers: for they shall be called the
children of God. Blessed are they which
are persecuted for righteousness’ sake:
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
(Matt. 5:3, 9, 10, AV) After Jesus had

14, KingJames Version) Hence the naturned down Satan’s offer of the kingdoms

tions need to follow the legal advice of a
supreme court judge, the Jewish Pharisee
named Gamaliel, when he said to the Jews
who were opposing and persecuting the
apostles of Jesus Christ: “Now | say unto
you, Refrain from these men, and let them
alone: for if this counsel or this work be
of men, it will come to nought: but if it
be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest
haply ye be found even to fight against
God.”"—Actss:38,39,

HAHowever, the Bible prophecies warn
us that the wicked god of this world, Satan
the Devil, will never let his nations on
earth adopt disarmament and peaceful re-
lations toward Jehovah God. Hence, ca-
lamity must befall this violent world as in

Noah'’s day.

THE TRUE AGENCY FOR REAL DISARMAMENT

PHThe most serious obstacles to total
disarmament are humanly irremovable.
All international efforts, with or without
the United Nations, are therefore doomed
to failure. Happily, however, God’'s Word,
the Holy Bible, does not leave us hopeless.
It enlightens, cheers and guides us with
this reliable information: Universal dis-
armament, followed by a warless new
world of righteousness, will come by the
kingdom of heaven, the kingdom of the
God of heaven.

34. What will Satan not let his nations do, and hence
what must befall them ?

35. Why are human efforts doomed to failure, but what
cheering information dispels hopelessness?

of the world and their glory, then, to
quote the Bible, “Jesus went about all Gal-
ilee, teaching in their synagogues, and
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and
healing all manner of sickness and all man-
ner of disease among the people.” He also
sent out his twelve apostles to preach, tell-
ing them: “As ye go, preach, saying, The
kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the
sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast
out devils: freely ye have received, freely
give.” (Matt. 4:23; 10:7, 8, AV) Jesus and
his disciples exhibited the work of the
kingdom of heaven.

I True, Jesus and his apostles did belong
to the Jewish nation, which had used mili-
tary arms in ancient days. But then Jeho-
vah God had used his chosen nation of
Israel as his executional forces for destroy-
ing his earthly enemies. For that reason
the Bible record says: “Jehovah, the God
of Israel, fought for Israel.” (Josh. 10:14,
42; 23:3; 2 Chron. 20:29, AS) But since
Jesus’ days on earth, Jehovah God has
never fought for earthly Israel. Neither
has Jehovah God ever fought for Christen-
dom, and he is not fighting for Christen-
dom today against ungodly communism.
Why not? Because Christendom is not the
visible organization of Jehovah God, even
though she does take the name of his Son
Jesus Christ and claims to be in the new
36. To whom did Jesus say the kingdom of heaven be-
Iongeg, and how did he and his disciples exhibit its
é\;?rl\/(\/‘hy was ancient Israel an armed nation, but why

does Christendom not have help such as ancient Israel
once had?
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covenant with Jehovah God. The facts
show that she is in the covenant of the
United Nations, which still has to debate
the burning question of general and com-
plete disarmament. Although Christendom
helped to establish the Republic of Israel,
she herself does not belong to the spiritual
“Israel of God.”— Gal. 6:16.

BAt his death and burial Jesus Christ
ceased to be a Jew or Israelite according
to the flesh. On the third
day of his death JehO'
vah God raised him
to immortal life
in the heavens.

Then Jesus Christ

became the Head

and Leader of

spiritual Israel.

Christendom has

never practiced dis-

armament, but Jesus

Christ disarmed spiritual Is-

rael composed of only his true

followers. At the time that he

was being betrayed to his enemies, his
apostle Peter drew a sword and slashed
off the ear of a Jew; but Jesus made Peter
put the sword back and healed the man’s
ear. (Matt. 26:51-56; John 18:10, 11) Je-
sus practiced the principles that he had
taught his apostles in his Sermon on the
Mount.—Matt. 5:9, 21-48; Luke 6:27-36.

PAfter that, Peter never took up a
sword again. Instead, Peter wrote, saying
that Jesus suffered unjustly, leaving an ex-
ample for his followers to copy when suf-
fering unjustly. Hence Peter added: “Let
none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief
or an evildoer or as a busybody in other
people’'s matters. But if he suffers as a
Christian, let him not feel shame, but let

38. Of what nation did Jesus Christ become Head, and
how did he practice what he taught in the Sermon on
the Mount?
39. What written advice on the subject did Peter give
afterward ?
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him keep on glorifying God in this name.”
—1Pet. 2:21-25; 4:15,16.

4  The Jewish Pharisee, Saul of Tarsus,

once took part in killing Christians. But
after he was corrected and became the
apostle Paul he quit killing. He said to the
young man Timothy: “Thou therefore en-
dure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus
Christ.” (2 Tim. 2:3, AV) As good soldiers
of Jesus Christ, Paul and Timothy said to
the saintly Christians in Corinth:
Though we walk in the flesh, we

do not war after the flesh: (for

the weapons of our warfare

are not carnal, but mighty

through God to the

pulling down of strong

holds;) casting

down imaginations,

and every high

thing that ex-

alteth itself

against the

knowledge of

God, and bring-

ing into captivi-

ty every thought

to the obedience

of Christ.” (2 Cor. 1:1; 10:3-5, AV) To the
Christians in Ephesus Paul described the
kind of war that they were to fight and the
weapons of such warfare, saying: “Put on
the whole armour of God, that ye may be
able to stand against the wiles of the devil.
For we wrestle not against flesh and blood,
but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in high
places. Wherefore take unto you the whole
armour of God.” What pieces of armor?
The girdle of truth, the “breastplate of
righteousness,” the shoes of the “prepara-
tion of the gospel of peace,” “the shield of
faith,” “the helmet of salvation, and the
40. (a) What did Paul say about the warfare waged by

him and Timothy? (b) How did he describe the warfare
to Ephesian Christians, and the armor needed for it?
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sword of the Spirit, which is the word of
God: praying always.” (Eph. 6:11-18,
With such spiritual weapons they could
fight against the false god of this world
and his superhuman demons.

4 In harmony with this the apostles Pe-
ter and Paul never served as chaplains in
the armed forces of this world. They never
blessed or sprinkled “holy water” on the
arms or armed forces of this world. Peter
and Paul used the written Word of God,
which is “sharper than any two-edged
sword.” (Heb. 4:12) They are our true ex-
amples.

GOG OF MAGOG AGAINST DISARMAMENT

LTrue, obedient Christians today carry
out Jesus’ command in Matthew 24:14 and
preach the good news of God’'s kingdom
for a witness to all nations. They imitate
Peter and Paul and fight with spirit-
ual weapons. How, then, will universal dis-
armament come by the kingdom of heav-
en, which is the kingdom of God? It will
come, not by converting national govern-
ments to imitate Peter and Paul, but when
that kingdom fights the universal war, the
war against Gog of Magog, foretold in the
prophecy of Jehovah's prophet Ezekiel,
chapters thirty-eight and thirty-nine. Ac-
cording to this prophecy Gog of Magog is
against disarmament of worldly nations
and will lead them in their final fight
against Jehovah God and his established
kingdom. The Encyclopaedia Britannica
(11th edition, of 1910-1911, Volume 12,
page 190) says of Gog: “A Hebrew name
found in Ezekiel 38-39, and in Revelation
20, and denoting an antitheocratic power
that is to manifest itself in the world im-
mediately before the final dispensation.
. . . Magog is perhaps a contracted form

41. In what ecclesiastical functions of today did Peter
and Paul not serve, and what weapon did they use?
42. Whom do true Christians today imitate, and
how, then, will universal disarmament come?
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of Mat-gog, mat being the common Assyr-
ianword for ‘land.” ”

BHowever, recent Bible investigation
has proved that Gog of Magog is a pro-
phetic symbol of the false god of this
world, Satan the Devil, when making his
final attack upon the Christian witnesses
of God's kingdom of heaven. This symbolic
Gog of Magog has now been cast out of
heaven since the birth of God's kingdom
up there,* and is now bringing woes upon
earth and sea. The final woe he brings
upon the nations by leading them into a
total attack against the kingdom of heav-
en, God’'s kingdom by Christ, which the na-
tions have continually rejected since A.D.
1914. They have done so with the wrath
and anger of two world wars and the per-
secution of those Christians who have
obeyed Jesus’ command to preach the good
news of the kingdom for a witness to all
nations, Communist and noncommunist
alike. (Rev. 11:15-18) These Kingdom wit-
nesses are logically the ones upon whom
the attack is made by the worshipers of
carnal arms or militarism. Daniel’s proph-
ecy concerning the same time shows that
the symbolic king of the north and king
of the south will be prominent in that
attack.—Dan. 11:36 to 12:1.

M Recent Bible research in the light of
twentieth-century history has shown that
the Anglo-American dual world power has
stepped into the shoes of the symbolic
“king of the south,” whereas, since the
overthrow of the Nazi Leader Adolf Hitler
and his Axis Powers in 1945, the Russian
Communist political power has stepped in-
to the shoes of the “king of the north.”
The two political, economic and military
rivals, the king of the north and the king

* See page 238, paragraphs 24, 25.

43. Whom does recent investigation prove Gog of Magog
to be, and how does he bring a final woe upon earth
and sea?

44. Who have stepped into the roles of the king of the
north and the king of the south ?
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of the south, may carry on a cold war
against each other during peaceful coexist-
ence, but they are united under Gog of
Magog against the reigning kingdom of
heaven, God’s kingdom.

& Concerning the militarism and arma-
ment program of the symbolic “king of
the north,” Daniel 11:37-39 (AS) says
prophetically: “He shall magnify himself
above all. But in his place shall he honor
the god of fortresses; and a god whom his
fathers knew not shall he honor with gold,
and silver, and with precious stones and
pleasant things. And he shall deal with
the strongest fortresses by the help of a
foreign god.” In view of this description
of the modern-day “king of the north,”
his proposal for general and complete dis-
armament of all nations could never mean
total disarmament against Jehovah God
and Jesus Christ and spiritual Israel. So
he joins the attack under Gog.

HEzekiel's prophecy discloses that this
attack under Gog of Magog will be a united
international attack upon the restored peo-
ple of Jehovah God. Hence by his prophet
Ezekiel Jehovah says to Gog of Magog:
“In the latter years thou shalt come into
the land that is brought back from the
sword, that is gathered out of many peo-
ples, upon the mountains of Israel, . . .
thou shalt come up against my people Is-
rael, as a cloud to cover the land: it shall
come to pass in the latter days, that I will
bring thee against my land, that the na-
tions may know me, when | shall be sanc-
tified in thee, O Gog, before their eyes.
And it shall come to pass in that day, when
Gog shall come against the land of Israel,
saith the Lord Jehovah, that my wrath
shall come up into my nostrils.” (Ezek.

45. In view of Daniel 11:37-39, why could the disarma-
ment proposal by the king of the north not mean total
disarmament?

46. Against what people and land does Ezekiel say
Gog's attack will be directed?
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38:8, 16, 18; 39:1, 2, AS) Does this, then,
refer to Jews or Israelites that have gone
back to Palestine and set up the democrat-
ic Republic of Israel? Not at all! Why not?
47/Because the people of the Republic of
Israel are not spiritual Israel, of which the
Son of God, Jesus Christ, is the Leader and
King. The Republic of Israel is a member
of the United Nations that does not recog-
nize the kingdom of heaven. Furthermore,
Jehovah God's description by Ezekiel of
his people “in the latter days” does not
fit the Republic of Israel. God'’s description
says: “It is brought forth out of the peo-
ples, and they shall dwell securely, all of
them.” This fact leads Gog to say: “I will
go up to the land of unwalled villages;
I will go to them that are at rest, that
dwell securely, all of them dwelling with-
out walls, and having neither bars nor
gates.” (Ezek. 38:8, 11, AS) Such a de-
scription of peaceful, unarmed, Jehovah-
trusting people does not match the milita-
ristic Republic of Israel, from 1948 down
to this day. All historians know that the
Republic of Israel fought with modern
military arms to establish and maintain
itself; that its soldiers overran the Sinai
Peninsula during the Suez Canal crisis of
1956, and that to this day it has main-
tained a heavily armed vigilance against
its neighboring enemies and has even en-
tered into a contract with West Germany
to sell munitions of war made in Israel.
BLike Christendom, the Republic of Is-
rael is also not in the new covenant prom-
ised by Jehovah God and validated by the
sacrificial blood of Jesus Christ. Israel is
in the covenant of the United Nations
that resorts to a military police force.— Jer.
31:31-34; Matt. 26:26-29; Luke 22:14-20;
Heb. 8:6-13; 13:20.
47, 48. Why does Ezekiel not refer to the Jews or Is-

raelites that have established the Republic of Israel
over themselves ?
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DELIVERANCE OF UNARMED SPIRITUAL ISRAEL

HDExamination of the religious organi-
zations of all the earth reveals that the
ones to whom the prophecy of Gog's at-
tack applies are those fully dedicated, bap-
tized Christians who are spiritual Israel-
ites bearing God’'s holy name as witnesses
of Jehovah. Just as Jesus Christ foretold
respecting the “time of the end” of this
old world, these witnesses of Jehovah are
hated in all nations and undergo persecu-
tion there, even among the religious na-
tions of Christendom. Correspondingly,
what Jehovah’s prophecy calls the “moun-
tains of Israel,” “the land of Israel,” is not
the small part of the Middle East occupied
by the Republic of Israel. It is the present
theocratic position occupied by Jehovah's
witnesses on earth. Into this position they
have been gathered out of all nations, lan-
guages, colors and cultures. There they
worship Jehovah according to his new cov-
enant and they serve as subjects and wit-
nesses of the kingdom of heaven, God’'s
kingdom by his Christ.

PDespite living hated in a hostile world,
these witnesses of Jehovah have literally
disarmed themselves and they trust for
protection in their God Jehovah. They
have not waited for the international or-
ganization, the United Nations, to fulfill
the words inscribed upon the wall of its
Plaza in New York city, quoted from Je-
hovah's prophet Isaiah, chapter two, verse
four: “And they shall beat their swords
into plowshares, and their spears into
pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up
sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war any more.” Ever since World
War | Jehovah’s witnesses have practiced
among themselves those words of Jeho-

April

49, To whom, then, does the prophecy of Gog’'s attack
apply, and, correspondingly, what is the attacked “land
of Israel” ?

50. In whom does this people trust for protection, and
how have they become a practical example of total
disarmament now?
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vah's prophet. They have seen that the
fulfillment of those inspired words applies
to them, not after the international attack
upon them under Gog of Magog, but ap-
plies now since the setting up of the king-
dom of heaven in 1914, yes, now in this
“time of the end” of this world when its
nations are armed in most modern fashion.
So in 1958, in international assembly in
New York city and in general assemblies
in ninety other cities outside the United
States, hundreds of thousands of Jehovah's
witnesses publicly adopted a Resolution,
pledging themselves before God and man
to abide by lIsaiah’s above prophecy. Be-
sides that, they distributed more than
seventy-two million printed copies of this
Resolution in fifty-three languages world-
wide. They are a practical example of total
disarmament now!

8  Jehovah's witnesses are now alerted

and are awaiting the attack of Gog of
Magog with his demonic and human forces.
They expect Jehovah God and Jesus Christ
to fight for spiritual Israel. “And 1 will
call for a sword against [Gog] unto all my
mountains, saith the Lord Jehovah: every
man’s sword shall be against his brother.
And with pestilence and with blood will
I enter into judgment with him; and I will
rain upon him, and upon his hordes, and
upon the many peoples that are with him,
an overflowing shower, and great hail-
stones, fire, and brimstone. And | will mag-
nify myself, and sanctify myself, and I will
make myself known in the eyes of many
nations; and they shall know that I am
Jehovah.” “I will smite thy bow out of thy
left hand, and will cause thine arrows to
fall out of thy right hand. ... 1 will give
unto Gog a place for burial in Israel.”
(Ezek. 38:21-23; 39:3, 11, Thus the
51. Under this attack whom do they expect to fight for

spiritual Israel, and how will the kingdom of heaven
then accomplish universal disarmament?
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kingdom of heaven will accomplish uni-
versal disarmament to Jehovah's glory.

®  In that universal war the words of Jearmed might of this old world!

sus to his apostle Peter will be true: “All
they that take the sword shall perish with
the sword.” (Matt. 26:52, AV) But those
abiding by the words of Isaiah 2:4, who
come under attack by Gog of Magog, will
survive the universal war, just as Noah
and his family survived the global flood.

53A11 relics of
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HWhat rejoicing there will then be at
the victory of Jehovah of hosts over the
Never
again will this fair earth of God's creation
rumble under the international warfare of
those who break His Ten Commandments.
Jehovah's new world will begin with only
those inhabitants of earth who have al-
ready undertaken total disarmament inthe
fear of Jehovah and in imitation of Jesus

Christ. The need to

present-day military
armaments will be
destroyed by these
spiritual Israelites
whom Jehovah God
preserves through
the universal war.

COMING IN THE NEXT ISSUE

# People everywhere long for a new world.
You know that God will bring in a righteous
new world, but do you know what you must
do to gain life in it? You will find the Scrip-
tural answer in the next issue. The feature
article— “Living Now for a New World.”
Learn what benefits will come to you even
now as you live for the new world. Be sure
to read it.

fear beastly nations
will be a thing of the
past. Even fear of be-
ing harmed by the
literal wild beasts
will be banished, for,
concerning the earth-

e Baptism is an important subject to Chris-
How should it be performed? By im-
mersion or aspersion? A little history sheds
a lot of light on the subject. You will find

tians.

Says he concerning
postwar activities on

earth: “They that it in the next issue.
dwell in the cities of
Israel [spiritual Israel, which survives]

shall go forth, and shall make fires of the
weapons and burn them, both the shields
and the bucklers, the bows and the arrows,
and the handstaves, and the spears, and
they shall make fires of them seven years;
so that they shall take no wood out of the
field, neither cut down any out of the for-
ests; for they shall make fires of the weap-
ons; and they shall plunder those that
plundered them, and rob those that robbed
them, saith the Lord Jehovah.” (Ezek. 39:
3, 9,10, AS) According to the time needed
to burn up all the weapons, the amount of
military armaments of the nations led by
Gog of Magog should be terrific. But their
armaments will be of no avail against Al-
mighty God, Jehovah of hosts, and his
Christ.

52. What words of Jesus to Peter will then be true,
and hence who will survive?

53. What will the survivors do with the relics of mili-
tary armaments, and what does the length of time
thus occupied indicate?

ly realm of the king-
dom of heaven, Jeho-
vah God says by his
prophet lIsaiah:
“They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my
holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of
the knowledge of Jehovah, as the waters
cover the sea.” (lsa. 11:6-11, AS) There
will be no more Nimrods on earth.

®No more will Satan the Devil, that
symbolic Serpent and Dragon, be the false
god dominating this earth, unseen, pro-
moting armaments. Obedient mankind will
walk in the fear of the one living and true
God, Jehovah. His Son Jesus Christ will
be their heavenly King, the Seed of God'’s
woman who crushes the Serpent's head.
Love of God and love of neighbor will be
the heart motive that will induce all those
who gain eternal life on earth under the
kingdom of heaven to stick to universal
disarmament, living peaceably together in
an everlasting earthly paradise.
54. Why will earth no more rumble under international
warfa;e, and why will even fear of wild beasts pass
gg/a\yv.hat influence toward armaments will lose the po-

sition of god, and what will be the motive inducing
mankind to perpetual disarmament?



HE apostle Paul once repeatedly prayed to

God to be relieved of a certain affliction.

But, instead of granting his request,-God
said to Paul: “My undeserved kindness is suf-
ficient for you; for my power is being made
perfect in weakness.” That Paul fully learned
this lesson is apparent from what he wrote
the Christian Philippians some years later: “I
have learned, in whatever circumstances | am,
to be self-sufficient. For all things | have the
strength by virtue of him who imparts power
to me.”—2 Cor. 12:9; Phil. 4:11, 13.

C. That Jehovah God’s undeserved kindness
is sufficient for Christians today, as it was for
Paul nineteen centuries ago, can be seen from
the following experience:

C About two years ago a witness of Jehovah
called at a door where the nurse invited him
in. She led him to the bedside of the lady of
the house, a mother who was apparently still
in her twenties and who was confined to an
artificial lung because of having been stricken
by polio. This disease had dealt so cruelly
with her that she was paralyzed from her
neck down. All she could move was her head,
and that she could only turn from one side to
the other. Upon hearing what the Witness had
to say, she indicated her wish to receive the
Watchtower and Awake! magazines that were
offered and said she would be glad to read
them.

C. The Witness, together with a companion,
made an early return visit upon this invalid.
She rejoiced to see them, had Bible questions
to ask and was glad to have them call again.
So regular calls were made, which, however,
lasted only from fifteen to twenty minutes, as
she tired easily. “lI've never heard anything
like this before,” is the way she once put it
She told that during her seven years of con-
finement many religious representatives had
called, most of whom were faith healers.
“But,” she said, “no matter how hard | tried,
it never worked.” These healers ended by tell-
ing her that either she lacked faith or else
God was punishing her for her past sins. For
this reason she became discouraged with re-
ligion of all kinds and at first had put the
Witnesses in the same class as all the rest.

C Quickly, however, she noticed that Jeho-
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vah’s witnesses were different but could not
tell just what it was. She soon saw the hope
of Jehovah’s new world; and that it was Sa-
tan who was responsible for man’s woes made
sense to her. She was also greatly impressed
by the fact that Jehovah’s witnesses would
open the Bible and let her read from it the
answers to her many questions. This had not
been done by any of the religious representa-
tives that had called before.

C. Now she has the book From Paradise Lost
to Paradise Regained and reads it to her two
children as they turn the pages. She has a
large board fixed on her bed with clips that
hold the books. Here she lies and reads and
rejoices in the truth. She has also learned
that one must make confession with one’s
mouth for salvation. So she has a special tele-
phone by means of which she can call up her
friends and tell them of the good things she
has learned about Jehovah and his new world.
Her children supply her with telephone num-
bers of strangers whom she likewise calls up
and who thus are given the witness.

C. She asked if she could be counted as one of
Jehovah’s people and report her activities to
the congregation. How happy she was when
told that she too could be one of Christ's
“other sheep”! She is always smiling and
beams with her hope and new-found faith in
Jehovah. Everyone that previously had known
her can see the change that has come over
her because of this new religion of hers. It is
also a joy to see how anxious she is to have
regular share in preaching the good news
f God’s kingdom.



The long conflict, of thousands of years’ duration,
between the king of the north and the king of the
south, as foretold in Daniel’s prophecy, chapter eleven,
was to be brought to an end after Michael, the heav-
enly Prince who stood for Daniel’s people, stood up
in Kingdom power. Prince Michael being the same as
the now glorified Lord Jesus Christ, Michael's standing
up in his heavenly Kingdom took place at the close
of the “appointed times of the nations" A.D. 1914.
After the close of the first world war on earth, which
marked the beginning of his heavenly reign, he aroused
the remnant of his faithful followers from their death-
like sleep of inactivity and set them to enlightening
the peoples of all nations by preaching the good news
of the established Kingdom. Under the enlightening
influence of God’s holy spirit, these awakened Chris-
tians ran to and fro through the pages of God’s Word
and he blessed them with an ever-expanding increase
of spiritual knowledge. At his command through Mi-
chael, they arose and began shedding the light of
God’s revealed truth, shining thus like the sun with
glorious brightness, to turn a great crowd of “other
sheep" to righteousness.

PROPHETIC “TIMES” AND “DAYS”

9When Daniel received the final vision
in the third year of Cyrus the king of Per-
sia he was alongside the Mesopotamian
river Tigris, anciently called Hiddekel.
(Dan. 10:4) After the vision he received
time measurements that are of high in-
terest to us who are seeking happiness
during this world’s “time of the end.” Says
he: “Then | Daniel looked, and behold,
there were two others standing, the one
on this side of the bank of the stream, and
the other on that side of the bank of the
stream. And one said to the man clothed
in linen, who was above the waters of the
stream, How long shall it be to the end of
these wonders?” (Dan. 12:5, 6, The
angel that appeared like a man clothed in
linen and was miraculously above the wa-
ters of the Tigris River was Michael’s as-
sociate, the angel that had brought the
vision to Daniel in answer to his prayer.
Two other angels appeared, one on the
same bank of the river where Daniel was.

9. Where was Daniel when he had this vision, and what
qguestion did he hear asked ?
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For Daniel’s benefit, but particularly for
ours today, one of these asked the angel
that had brought the vision to Daniel just
how long it would be to the “end of these
wonders,” that is, how long till the won-
derful details of the vision should be ac-
complished in completeness. Here we listen
in with Daniel:

i° “Then heard | the man clothed in lin-
en, who was above the waters of the
stream; and he lifted up his right hand
and his left hand unto the heavens, and
swore by the Everliving One that after a
time, times, and a half, and when there
shall be an end to the crushing of the pow-
er of the holy people, all these things shall
be ended.” (Dan. 12:7, This predic-
tion of time is sworn to in the name of
the Immortal God, the King of eternity,
Jehovah. Its being sworn to with both
hands lifted heavenward would seem to
make the sworn oath doubly strong. How-
ever, this raising of both hands in oath en-
abled one on either side of the Tigris River
to see an upraised hand. Being thus sworn
to, the coming true of this time prophecy
is just as certain as that Jehovah lives im-
mortal.

I The count of a “time, times, and a

half” must be taken into consideration

10. What answer did Daniel hear to the question, and
how was the answer made more certain as to its ful-
fillment?

11. What count of time must here be considered, and
is it literal or symbolic, and before when could it not
start?
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here. The Hebrew word translated “time”
here is translated “appointed time” earlier,
in Daniel 8:19, and means a space of time.
How long a space?

lation renders the entire Hebrew expres-
sion “a year, years, and half a year”;
James Moffatt's translation, “three years
and half a year.” This entire time period
falling inside the “appointed time of the
end” that began in 1914 (A.D.), the period
must be a literal three years and a half. It
could begin counting no earlier than the
start of the “appointed time of the end”
in the fall of that year 1914.

2 When these three years and a half 13

end, there should be an end to the crushing
of the power of the holy people of Jehovah
God, his saints, his sanctuary class.* This
time period doubtless corresponds with the
time period of equal length given in Dan-
iel 7:25 (JP) concerning the symbolic

horn, the Anglo-American dual world
power, and its abuse of the sanctuary
class: “He . . . shall wear out the saints

of the Most High; . and they shall be
given into his hand until a time and times
and half a time.” These three years and
six months were found to begin in the first
half of November, 1914, and to end on May
7, 1918.f On this latter date the king of
the south, comprising Britain and America
as war allies, went to the limit in dealing
Jehovah's sanctuary class a shattering
blow by striking at the very summit of
Jehovah's consecrated visible organization,
the central headquarters in Brooklyn, New
York, and laying hold of the president of
the Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society
* 1t is only by changing the vowel pointing of the
Hebrew Bible text of Daniel 12:7 and by rearranging
the Hebrew words that the translation is forced: “after
the power of him who shattered the holy people should
be ended, all these things should be ended.”—AT; Mo.
t See The Watchtower as of August 15, 1959, pages

506, 507, paragraphs 25-27; and as of September 15,
1959, pages 571-573.

12. With what time period in Daniel 7:25 does the time
period here correspond, and how at the culmination of
it was the organizational work crippled in a way not
duplicated?
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together with its secretary-treasurer, and
breaking up the relations of the Society’s
Brooklyn headquarters with its branch of-

Arfieecand Tagerssies in foreign countries. On

June 20, 1918, the said officers, together
with six others prominent in the Bible
publication work, were sentenced to eighty
years' imprisonment. All their brothers in
the sanctuary class around the earth were
shocked, grieved and benumbed. This crip-
pled the organizational work of Jehovah's
sanctuary in a way that has never been
duplicated since then, not even during
World War Il.

of Jehovah'’s holy ones was Satan the Dev-
il, who claims possession of all the king-
doms of this world and their glory. (Matt.
4:8, 9; Luke 4:5, 6) In 1914, when Mi-
chael stood up, the war in heaven was be-
gun to oust the Devil and his demons. He
was defeated by Michael, and there is
Scriptural reason to believe that by the
time of the annual celebration of the Lord’s
evening meal on March 26,1918, Satan the
Devil was hurled down to the earth. For
the reason that he now knows that he has
yet a “short period of time” before he is
bruised in the head in the battle of Arma-
geddon, he has great anger, especially
against the remnant of the sanctuary class.
On these he has waged war by all means
at his disposal. (Rev. 12:7-17) But to this
date he has failed to show the power to
shatter that he was permitted to show in
1918. Neither will he shatter Jehovah's
sanctuary in their “beauteous land” when
he plays the part of Gog of Magog and
comes down from the north with all his
visible and invisible hosts to destroy the
holy remnant and the “other sheep.” He
himself will be bruised. His power to shat-
ter has come to an end.—Ezek. 38:1 to
39:16.

13. Who was behind this shattering work, and what

now indicates that his power to shatter has come to
an end?

The main one behind this shattering
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UThe period of three times and half a
time having ended in 1918, the other im-
portant things of the vision must “be end-
ed” or be brought to accomplishment at
their appointed time. The prophet Daniel
away back there could not decipher the
meaning of the things seen in vision. He
confesses: “And | heard, but I understood
not; then said I: ‘O my lord, what shall
be the latter end of these things? And
he said: ‘Go thy way, Daniel; for the words
are shut up and sealed till the time of the
end. Many shall purify themselves, and
make themselves white, and be refined;
but the wicked shall do wickedly; and none
of the wicked shall understand; but they
that are wise [the intelligent, ] shall
understand.”” (Dan. 12:8-10, JP) Daniel
did go his way into death sometime after
the writing down of the vision about 537
B.C., shutting up the words and sealing
the book.

B Great understanding of the book of
Daniel was displayed by Jesus Christ on
earth. In this “time of the end” since 1914
he is the one whom God uses to open or
unstop the words like a well of knowledge
and information and to unseal the book in
all its meaning. (Rev. 5:1-5) Do we want
to understand the book with its marvelous
references to our day? Then with Jeho-
vah’s help through Christ we must puri-
fy ourselves from this world, we must
make ourselves white with righteousness
through the Lamb’s blood, and we must
be refined in our sincere devotion to Jeho-
vah God and his kingdom. Only the Scrip-
turally intelligent ones will be allowed to
understand the book of Daniel and all the
rest of the Bible. However, none of the
wicked can and will understand it and gain
14. The three times and half a time having ended, what
other things must be ended in due time, and why has
Daniel not received an understanding of the things
heard, even till now?

15. Who has been used to unstop the words and unseal

the book for us, and what must we do in order to be
among the intelligent who will understand?
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salvation. In these critical times hard to
deal with they will go on in their wicked-
ness, especially against Jehovah’s witness-
es, until they are destroyed as unhappy
fighters against God.—2 Tim. 3:1-5.

1,290 DAYS

B The shattering or crushing of the pow-
er of Jehovah's holy people in 1918 did not
make an end of them. This is the “time
of the end,” not of the holy sanctuary
class, but of the king of the north and of
the king of the south and of all the neutral
nations. It is a time of deliverance for the
sanctuary class and for the “other sheep”
who worship with them. After saying that
these spiritually intelligent ones would
understand, Jehovah's angel added: “And
from the time that the continual sacrifice
will be removed, even to set up the desolat-
ing abomination, there will be a thousand
two hundred and ninety days.”—Dan. 12:
11, Le.

I’ This taking away of the continual sac-
rifice of praise to God was already fore-
told in Daniel 8:11. It took place in 1918,
when the time, times and half a time were
fulfilled.* The taken-away condition of the
daily or continual sacrifice lasted into
the following year, until March 26, 1919,
on which date the release occurred for
the Watch Tower Society’'s president,
secretary-treasurer and six fellow prison-
ers, under bail. The setting up of the “des-
olating abomination” occurred when the
worship of the “image of the wild beast,”
that abominable makeshift for God’s king-
dom, the League of Nations, was set up by
the religious organizations of Christendom.
By action of the Federal Council of the

* See The Watchtower as of September 15, 1959,
pages 571-573. During the Nazi regime from 1933 to
1945 the king of the north tried to take away the con-

tinual burnt offering, but it was not with the same
results as in 1918—Dan. 11:31, AS.

16,17. (a) For whom is this the “time of the end” ?
(b) From when is it the time to begin counting the
1.290 days?
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Churches of Christ in America this was
dated from the close of January, 1919.*
By the time of this latter date both of
these two mentioned things had taken
place. Consequently this is the point of
time from which to count.

B8  After the 1,290 days had begun
count, Michael their great Prince delivered
his people, in March of 1919. On April 13,
1919, there were more than 17,961 that
celebrated the Lord’s evening meal earth-
wide,f During the rest of the 1,290 days
the work of God's holy organization was
reorganized, improved and strengthened
for the global witness that had to be given
before the complete end should come upon
this old system of things. In due time, what
happened that outstandingly marked the
end of those divinely numbered days? The
1.290 days must be treated from the stand-
point of the lunar calendar. Hence divine
prophecy treats a month as being thirty
days long, on the average. The 1,290 days
are just thirty days or one lunar month
longer than 1,260 days in prophecy. Reve-
lation 11:2, 3 definitely shows that 1,260
days equal forty-two months. Forty-two
months amount to three years and six
months. In prophecy these three years and
six months are not affected by any leap
year or by any Jewish Veadar year in
which a thirteenth lunar month is added
to the Jewish calendar to bring the series
of lunar years up to the length of the series
of solar years. Since 1,260 days in proph-
ecy equal three years and six months, then
1.290 days equal three years and seven
months. Counted from the close of Janu-
ary, 1919, where do those three years and
seven months end?

* See The Watchtower as of September 15, 1959,
pages 573, 574, and as of October 1, 1959, pages 597, 598.

t See The Watch Tower as of May 15, 1919, page 151.
The figures there given do not include groups of less
than thirty in attendance.

18. With relation to the 1,290 days, when did Michael
deliver his people, and how long a period in solar time
do those 1,290 days equal ?
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OThey bring us to the end of August
and the beginning of September of 1922.
It was in the first half of September, 1922,
that the electrifying words rang out: “Be
faithful and true witnesses for the Lord.
Go forward in the fight until every vestige
tof Babylon lies desolate. Herald the mes-
sage far and wide. The world must know
that Jehovah is God and that Jesus Christ
is King of kings and Lord of lords. This
is the day of all days. Behold, the King
reigns! You are his publicity agents. There-
fore advertise, advertise, advertise, the
King and his kingdom.” This came on The
Day (September 8) of the nine-day inter-
national convention of Jehovah's witnesses
at Cedar Point, Ohio, at the conclusion of
the address of the president of the Watch
Tower Society on the subject “The King-
dom.” In this address J. F. Rutherford
proved from Scripture and fact that Jeho-
vah's “messenger of the covenant” had
come to the temple, the spiritual sanctu-
ary, in the spring of 1918 for judgment
work. The judgment that was to “start
with the house of God” was now in prog-
ress! (1 Pet. 4:17; Mai. 3:1-5, AS) In ex-
pression of this judgment upon Christians
a resolution was adopted.

ADSunday afternoon, September 10, Pres-
ident Rutherford delivered his public ad-
dress on the challenging subject “Millions
Now Living Will Never Die.” At its con-
clusion he introduced a resolution entitled
“A Challenge to World Rulers,” which was
adopted with acclaim by the 18,000 to 20,-
000 present. This notified the nations that
the “appointed times of the nations” had
run out in 1914; that God’'s kingdom by
Christ had then been set up in heaven;
that the League of Nations was a fraud
and “must fail, because God has decreed it
19. Toward the end of those 1,290 days, what electri-
fying message was delivered, and what judgment work
was called to our attention ?

20. What expression of judgment upon professed Chris-

tians was then sent forth, and thus the series of what
things began?
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thus” ; that the kingdom of Jehovah's Mes-
siah was the complete cure-all for the ills
of humankind; and that by obeying the
laws of that righteous kingdom men will
continue to live and never die off the
earth.* This bold resolution was the first

* See the issue of November 1, 1922, of The Watch
Tower; also the issue of October 11, 1922, of The
Golden Age, pages 22-26.

To all who lov
invitation is extended:
“Sing to Jehovah, all you of the earth! An-
nounce from day to day the salvation he
gives! Relate among the nations his glory,
among all the peoples his wonderful acts.”
Have you responded to that invitation to
praise Jehovah?—1 Chron. 16:23, 24.
Jehovah is the Author of the provision
for the salvation of humankind from sin
and death. He “loved the world so much
that he gave his only-begotten Son, in or-
der that everyone exercising faith in him
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in a series of seven resolutions adopted at
annual general assemblies of Jehovah's wit-
nesses from 1922 to 1928. Like plagues,
these resolutions were poured out upon
apostate Christendom. Of the initial reso-
lution, “The Challenge,” there were even-
tually 45,000,000 copies distributed world-
wide in many languages.

(To be continued)

might not be destroyed but have everlast-
ing life.” He is also the One who safe-
guards his servants, holding back the ene-
my from overwhelming them. So to him
his servant David cried out in apprecia-
tion: “You have proved to be a refuge for
me, a strong tower because

of the enemy.” He will con-

tinue to be such a refuge

ivand strong tower to his

people during the destruc-

tion at the battle of Arma-

geddon, now near at hand.

~ o all who would avail

thepas™ves of hRs provisions the command
sgiven: “Announce from day to day the
salvation hje'gives!”—John 3:16; Ps. 61:3.
We are living at the time when God is
taking action to bring the unrighteous
orld to an end, to vindicate his own mis-
represented name and to shower endless
blessings upon those who worship him.
These things he will accomplish by his
kingdom, which is now in full operation in
the heavens under the Kingship of his
anointed Son Jesus Christ. In response to
the momentous announcement of the King-
dom’s establishment faithful ones in the
heavenly courts worshiped God, saying:
“We thank you, Jehovah God, the Al-
mighty, the one who is and who was, be-
cause you have taken your great power
and begun ruling as king.” Having heard
the good news that God's kingdom rules,
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do we on earth likewise worship God, join
in thanking him, and take up the joyous
proclamation that “the kingdom of the
world has become the kingdom of our
Lord and of his Christ, and he will rule as
king for ever and ever”? We are invited
to do so, and what a privilege it is to re-
spond to that invitation now!—Rev. 11:
15-17.

REASON FOR BIBLE STUDY

When you study the Bible, either alone
or with one of Jehovah's witnesses, keep
in mind the reason for such study. It is so
that “you may be filled with the accurate
knowledge of his will in all wisdom and
spiritual discernment, in order to walk
worthily of Jehovah to the end of fully
pleasing him as you go on bearing fruit in
every good work.” When we know his will,
we should conform to it. It should affect
our lives and cause us to make the changes
that are needed in order to “walk worthily
of Jehovah.” “Hence put away all filthi-
ness and that superfluous thing, moral bad-
ness, and accept with mildness the im-
planting of the word which is able to save
your souls.” If we have thus responded to
the word of God, putting away moral bad-
ness, and if we have accepted the implant-
ing of the word and really do have faith
in God and his promises, then it is our
privilege and responsibility to respond to
the divine invitation to be witnesses for
Jehovah and his kingdom. So doing, we
please God, because we offer to him an
acceptable “sacrifice of praise, that is, the
fruit of lips which make public declaration
to his name.”—Col. 1:9, 10; Jas. 1:21;
Heb. 13:15.

Never should we dismiss from our minds
the seriousness of the matter. Our life and
the lives of those to whom we are sent de-
pend on our response. (Ezek. 3:17-21) Not
just once in a profession of faith, but daily,
in proof of our faith, we must advocate
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God's way. “For with the heart one exer-
cises faith for righteousness, but with the
mouth one makes public declaration for
salvation.” (Rom. 10:10) Just as impor-
tant as our faith in God, his Son, and the
new world of righteousness is our faith in
the importance of measuring up to the di-
vine requirements to gain God’s favor, sal-
vation from sin and death, and life in the
new world. By applying yourself regularly
to doing the divine will by making public
declaration of the things that you have
learned from the Bible, “you will save both
yourself and those who listen to you.”
(1 Tim. 4:16) Only if men learn God's
righteous requirements and conform to
them will they be spared when this old
world goes down in destruction at Arma-
geddon.

HOW TO SERVE

The Lord Jesus set the pattern for us in
serving God. At the beginning of his earth-
ly ministry he quoted his commission, as
recorded in the scroll of the prophet Isa-
iah. It says, in part: “Jehovah’s spirit is
upon me, because he anointed me to de-
clare good news to the poor,... to preach
Jehovah's acceptable year.” (Luke 4:18,
19) He studied God’s Word as recorded in
the Scriptures, prayed to his Father for
his spirit, and followed His direction. While
he did not withhold the good news from
those who had much of this world’s goods,
but preached to men such as rich Zac-
chaeus and the ruler Nicodemus, yet he
was not like the “Pharisees, who were
money-lovers” and who treated the rest of
mankind as if they were nothing. He had
consideration for the lowly and poor. He
came “to seek and to save what was lost”
—the “lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
He “felt tender affection for them, because
they were skinned and knocked about like
sheep without a shepherd.” He went to the
homes of the people to teach them. Pa-
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tiently he explained to them the promises
in God’'s Word. He recognized the urgency
of the situation, for that was a time of
judgment. It was an acceptable time to re-
spond to Jehovah's provision for deliver-
ance by recognizing and following his
Messiah. Multitudes did follow him for the
bread he gave them, for the healing he
performed, even to listen to the things
he taught, but only a few responded to
his invitation: “Be my follower.” But
those who did manifest a desire to serve
God and share the good news with others
he took with him as he preached, so they
could acquire experience in the ministry.
In all this he set the pattern for us to fol-
low.—Luke 19:10; Matt. 10:6; 9:36; John
1:43.

Jesus instructed his disciples that they
were to be his witnesses to the most dis-
tant part of the earth, and he gave assur-
ance that he would be with them. In re-
sponse to his command, there are men,
women and children today in 175 lands
who have studied God’'s Word as Jesus did,
who pray to the Father for his spirit as
he did, and who walk in his footsteps by
serving God as witnesses in the way he did.
They are Jehovah’s witnesses. True to his
promise, Jesus has been with them. They
have his words recorded in the Bible and
they pay attention to what he said. They
regularly assemble at their Kingdom Halls
to study the Bible and to equip themselves
as preachers and teachers of the Kingdom
message; and, as Jesus promised, where
two or three are met together in his name,
he is present by means of holy spirit. (Acts
1:8; Matt. 28:20; 18:20) Thus equipped,
they are workmen with nothing to be
ashamed of, able to handle the word of
truth aright. When persons of good will
express their desire to have a share in
teaching God's Word to others, they are
welcome to avail themselves of the same
free training and to receive personal in-
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struction from a qualified minister in the
actual field service. That is the pattern
set by Jesus, and it is the one Jehovah's
witnesses follow today. Every day last year
236 more persons, on an average, in all
parts of the world expressed the desire to
serve Jehovah and availed themselves of
this training to become qualified minis-
ters. Some of them have been able to de-
vote much time to the service, while the
circumstances of others make it possible
for them to spend only a few hours a
month actually visiting others with the
Kingdom good news, but the important
thing is that they are proving their love
for God by responding to his invitation to
be his witnesses.

Yet not all who hear the message re-
spond to the divine invitation to service.
Why not? The prophet Ezekiel describes
them in this way: “They sit before thee as
my people, and they hear thy words, but
do them not; for with their mouth they
show much love, but their heart goeth
after their gain. And, lo, thou art unto
them as a very lovely song of one that
hath a pleasant voice, and can play on
an instrument; for they hear thy words,
but they do them not.” (Ezek. 33:31, 32,
AS) They are like those who listened to
Jesus but failed to respond to his invita-
tion, “Be my follower.” What a mistake
they are making! How foolish to hear the
words spoken at God’s command and fail
to act on them! Jehovah requires love, not
merely expressed in words, but demon-
strated by obedience to his commandments.

Now is the time when, in harmony with
Jesus’ prophecy on the time of the end,
“this good news of the kingdom” is being
preached in all the inhabited earth for the
purpose of a witness to all nations before
the end comes. Take hold of the grand op-
portunities that this opens up to you. Now,
before the accomplished end comes, an-
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nounce the salvation that God gives, so
that you may be one who will receive its
benefits. Have a part in proclaiming the

= Has anyone on earth ever heard Jehovah’s
voice?—N. P., U.S.A.

The inspired apostle John says, at John 1:
1-3, that Jesus Christ in his prehuman exist-
ence was known as the Logos or Word, the of-
ficial spokesman of Jehovah God. It is under-
stood, then, that in the great majority of cases
throughout the Bible where Jehovah is men-
tioned as speaking to his people, he did so
representatively and not directly. God spoke
primarily through his chief spokesman, the
Word.

Thus when Jehovah appeared to Moses in
the burning bush and spoke to him, he did so
by means of an angelic messenger, as pointed
out in Exodus 3:2 and confirmed in Acts 7:30,
35. Moses also reminded the Israelites of their
experience at Mount Sinai: “Jehovah began to
speak to you out of the middle of the fire. The
sound of words was what you were hearing,
but no form were you seeing—nothing but a
voice. And he proceeded to state to you his
covenant, which he commanded you to perform
—the Ten Words, after which he wrote them
upon two tablets of stone.” (Deut. 4:12, 13)
Both Stephen and Paul made it clear that this
was done representatively, saying that the Law
was “transmitted by angels.” At Hebrews 2:2
the point is specifically made that it was “spo-
ken through angels.”—Acts 7:53; Gal. 3:19.

However, there are three occasions men-
tioned in God’s Word when Jehovah’'s only-
begotten Son or chief spokesman was down
here on earth and when Jehovah God spoke
to him. In these three places both the context
and the circumstances indicate that the voice
heard was that of Jehovah God himself. For
example, at the time of Jesus’ baptism the
account tells us: “Look! also, there was a voice
from the heavens that said: 'This is my Son,
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establishment of God’'s kingdom, so that
you may be one of its subjects and receive
of its benefits forever.—Matt. 24:14.

the beloved, whom | have approved.”” (Matt.
3:17) When Peter, James and John accompa-
nied Jesus Christ into the mountain and wit-
nessed the transfiguration scene, the voice of
Jehovah was heard, saying, “This is my Son,
the Beloved, whom | have approved; listen to
him.” (Matt. 17:5) On another occasion Jesus
petitioned: “Father, glorify your name.” The
account then tells us: “Therefore a voice came
out of heaven: T both glorified it and will glo-
rify it again.’ ”—John 12:28.

To those who did not love Jehovah and would
not acknowledge Jesus’ messiahship, Christ said
on one occasion: “Also the Father who sent
me has himself borne witness about me. You
have neither heard his voice at any time nor
seen his figure, and you do not have his word
abiding in you, because the very one whom
he dispatched you do not believe.” (John 5:
37, 38) Jehovah God is a spirit and thus in-
visible to human eyes. Consequently, no human
of flesh and blood has ever been able to see
Jehovah’s speech organs in operation, but some
humans have heard his voice. Those unbeliev-
ers, however, the ones to whom Jesus was
speaking, had themselves never heard the voice
of Jehovah.— Ex. 33:20.

e At Daniel 11:37 (AS) we read concerning
the “king of the north”: “Neither shall he
regard . . . the desire of women.” Who are the
“women” referred to here?—J. H., U.S.A.

Repeatedly in the Scriptures, from Genesis
through Revelation, a woman is used to repre-
sent a city or an organization. (Gen. 3:15; Isa.
62:2; Gal. 4:26; Rev. 12:1) Even as God gave
Adam a woman, Eve, as “a helper for him,”
so organizations have served as helpers or
handmaids to those who formed them or who
came to control them. This has not only been
true of Jehovah God, as noted in the foregoing
references, but also of Satan the Devil, for he
also has his woman: “And the woman that you
saw means the great city that has a kingdom
over the kings of the earth.”—Rev. 17:18.

The term “women” at Daniel 11:37 must ap-
ply in a symbolic sense, since the “king of the
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north” is not a single man but refers to the
ruling factors of a modern totalitarian world
power. The “women” therefore would refer to
all those groups or organizations that serve as
weaker vessels or handmaids to the king of
the north within his domains. These are the
cultural, scientific, religious and like bodies or
organizations that have certain desires, forms
of worship or “gods” of their own but that are
ignored by the king of the north in his wor-
ship of the “god of fortresses.” Also included
among these “women” are the satellite coun-
tries, particularly their heads, that have cer-
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tain ambitions or desires of their own regard-
ing their own lands but which are ignored by
the king of the north if they do not coincide
with his ambitions, as was particularly the
case in Hungary and as has been noted to
some extent in the press recently regarding
Poland. It might be said that Marshal Tito
drew his Yugoslavia out from under Commu-
nist Russia because of not wanting to subordi-
nate his desires; he did not want to play the
role of a woman or handmaid to Communist
Russia. All of those that do submit are like
“women” to the domineering king of the north.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FIELD MINISTRY
Since The Watchtower takes the lead in
‘guarding freedom for doing God’s complete
will,” it should be in the homes of all lovers of
true freedom. During April Jehovah’s witnesses
will make it possible for all to have this maga-
zine coming regularly to their homes, by offer-
ing a year’s subscription for The Watchtower

and three Bible booklets, for $1.

PEACE-PURSUING DISTRICT ASSEMBLIES

Arrangements for the 1960 district assemblies
in the United States and Canada have now been
completed. The assembly locations are listed
below, along with the rooming headquarters
address for each city. Each of the Peace-
pursuing District Assemblies will be four days
in duration, and all of Jehovah’'s witnesses and
others who are interested in peace will want to
be present for the entire assembly. Beginning
five weeks before the date of the assembly that
you plan to attend, you may write to Watch-
tower Convention, at the rooming headquarters
address, and they will be glad to assist you in
obtaining rooming accommodations.

APRIL 21-24: Anchorage, Alaska, Sydney Laurence
Municipal Auditorium, 6th and “F” Street. Room-
ing: 1438 Medfra St., Anchorage.

JUNE 23-26: Fort Worth, Tex., Will

= ] , Rogers Memo-

rial Coliseum, Amon Carter Square W. Lan-

caster St. Rooming: 4205 Baldwin ét., Fort Worth
15. Nashville, Tenn., Grandstand, Tennessee State
Fairgrounds, Nolensville Rd. Rooming: 608 Snyder
Ave., Nashville 9.

JUNE 30-JULY 3: Toronto, Ont., Grandstand, Ex-
hibition Park. Rooming: 959 College St., Toronto 4.

JULY 7-10: Los Angeles, Calif., Wri__g_ley Field, 435 E.
42nd Place. Rooming: 10615 S. Figueroa St.,, Los

Angleles 3

JULY 14-17: Sydney, N.S., Sydney Forum, Falmouth
St. Rooming: Breton St., Whitney Pier. Washing-
ton, D.C., Griffith Stadium, 7th St. & Florida Ave.
Rooming: 5113 14th St. NW., Washington 11.

JULY 21-247 Sacramento, Calif., Grandstand, State
Fairgrounds, Corner of Broadway & Stockton
Blvd. Rooming: 3965 12th Ave., Sacramento_17.

JULY 28-31:  Detroit, Mich., Briggs Stadium, Trum-
bull & Michigan Aves. Rooming: 2484 Grand River,

Detroit 1. Edmonton, Alta., Edmonton_Gardens,
118th Ave. & 79th St. Rooming: 9603 79th Ave.,
Edmonton. Portland, Oreg., Multnomah Stadium,

SW. 18th & Morrison. Rooming: 3390 SE. Milwau-
kie Ave., Portland 2.

AUG. 4-7: Salt Lake City, Utah, Utah _State Fair-
rounds Coliseum, 9th West & N. Temple Sts.
ooming: 986 S. 4th East, Salt Lake Cltg 11. |

AUG. 11-147 Boston, Mass., Fenway Park. Rooming:

295 Huntington Ave., Boston 15, i .
AUG. 25-28: Kansas City, Mo., Kansas City Munici-
pal Stadium, Brooklyn Ave. & 22nd St. Rooming:
4619 E. Truman d., Kansas City 27. Miami
Beach Exhibition Hall, 1700

Beach, Fla., Miami 3
V’\Xash!n ton Ave. Rooming: 6620 N. Miami Ave.,
iami

NOW AVAILABLE

The popular Bible-study aid “This Means
Everlasting Life” is again available to all
those persons interested in God’s requirements
for Christian living. Already it has guided
thousands of such persons to a keener appre-
ciation of their relationship to their Creator.
Send 50c for your copy today.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
May 22: Universal Disarmament by the King-
dom of Heaven, til-20. Page 232.
May 29: Universal Disarmament by the King-
dom of Heaven, 1121-37. Page 237.
June 5: Universal Disarmament by the King-
dom of Heaven, 113855 Page 242.



