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T H E  PURPOSE O F “T H E  W A T C H T O W E R ”
Literal towers in Bible times were elevated vantage points from  which 

watchmen could observe happenings, warn o f danger, or announce good 
news. O ur magazine figuratively occupies such a vantage point, for it is 
founded on the very pinnacle o f wisdom, God's W ord . That elevates it 
above racial, national and political propagandas and prejudices, frees it from  
selfish bias. It is not bound by any traditional creed, but its message advanc­
es as the light on God’s purposes and works increases. —  Habakkuk 2 :1 -3 .

It sees things Scripturally. W hen it observes this generation afflicted 
w ith greed, delinquency, hypocrisy, atheism, w ar, famine, pestilence, perplex- 
ity  and fear, and persecution o f unpopular minorities, it does not parrot the 
old fable about history repeating itself. Informed by Bible prophecy, it sees in 
these things the sign o f the world’s time o f the end. But with bright hope it 
also sees opening up for us just beyond these woes the portals o f a new w orld.

Thus viewed, “The W atch  tower” stands as a watchman atop a tow er, 
alert to what is going on, awake to note signs o f danger, faithful to point out 
the w ay o f escape, it announces Jehovah’s kingdom established by Christ’s 
enthronement in heaven, feeds his kingdom joint-heirs with spiritual food, 
cheers men o f good w ill with glorious prospects o f eternal life in a paradise 
earth, comforts us with the resurrection promise for the dead.

It is not dogmatic, but has a confident ring in its voice, because it is based 
on God's W o rd . It does not privately interpret prophecy, but calls attention 
to physical facts, sets them alongside prophecy, and you see for yourself how  
w ell the tw o match, how  accurately Jehovah interprets his own prophecy. 
In the interests o f our salvation, it keeps sharp and faithful focus on Bible 
truth, and views religious news generally.

‘Be watchful in these perilous times,' God admonishes. So keep on the 
w atch by regularly reading “The W atchtow er’'.
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OOK! darkness 
1-  ̂ itself will cover 

the earth, and th ick  
gloom  the n a t i o n a l  
groups.” These words of 
the prophet Isaiah well 
describe this w orld in 
w h ic h  the national 
groups are enshrouded 
in thick gloom. Despite innumerable reli­
gions, spiritual darkness afflicts most of 
mankind. In such a bedarkened world we 
need a light in our life, a light from the 
proper source, a light that will give us 
true spiritual illumination. That light is 
God’s Word, the Holy Bible: “Your word 
is a lamp to my foot, and a light to my 
roadway.”—Isa. 60:2; Ps. 119:105.

True Christians make the sacred Scrip­
tures the light in their life, letting them 
serve as a burning lamp lighting up the 
way for their feet to go. To walk without 
stumbling spiritually in this world of thick 
gloom we must walk in the light that 
comes from God. We need this light that 
the Holy Bible provides all the time. It is 
not just a part-time light. It must be the 
Christian’s constant light. And how does 
the Bible serve as a light?

God’s Word is a light in respect to mor­

als. It shows what is right morally 
and what is wrong morally. For ex­
ample, Galatians 5:19-21 shows what 
is morally wrong: “Now the works of 
the flesh are manifest, and they are 
fornication, uncleanness, loose con­
duct, idolatry, practice of spiritism, 
hatreds, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, 
contentions, divisions, sects, envies, 
drunken bouts, revelries, and things 
like these. As to these things I am 
forewarning you, the same way as I 
did forewarn you, that those who 
practice such things will not inherit 

God’s kingdom.”
So the Holy Scriptures enable true Chris­

tians to avoid the sins that are so common 
to this world, sins that have become so 
prevalent that they hardly cause a ripple 
of indignation. Discussing the moral con­
dition in Christendom, Pageant magazine 
of August, 1957, asked: “Have We Re­
pealed the 7th Commandment?” It an­
swered: “Probably one of the most widely 
discussed of the sins we commit is adultery. 
. . . It was prohibited in the command­
ments given to Moses over 3,000 years ago. 
And yet adultery seems to be as widely 
practiced as it must have been in the orgi­
astic days before the Flood. Certainly, in 
America today it is an open secret that 
adultery is prevalent. . . .  Yet the church 
cannot curb it, the law seldom seeks to 
prevent it.”
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Christendom, though claiming to be 

guided by the light of the Bible, has in 
reality preferred to stumble along in the 
darkness. Those who walk in the light 
from God have their roadway illuminated 
so they may avoid the sins so rampant in 
this ungodly world. By walking in the light 
from God Christians are able to avoid fall­
ing into the sink of corruption into which 
this world has plunged.

God’s Word is really a prophetic light. 
Said the apostle Peter: “We have the 
prophetic word made more firm, and you 
are doing well in paying attention to it as 
to a lamp shining in a dark place, until day 
dawns and a daystar rises, in your hearts.” 
We do well to pay attention to this pro­
phetic light shining in this dark world. We 
do well to walk in its light because it shows 
us where we are on the stream of time. It 
lights up the brilliant fact that we are in 
the “time of the end” of this old, wicked 
world. It shows that the universal war of 
Armageddon will break out within this 
generation. It lights up the only way to 
escape God’s coming wrath upon an un­
godly world: “Seek ye Jehovah, all ye 
meek of the earth, that have kept his or­
dinances; seek righteousness, seek meek­
ness: it may be ye will be hid in the day 
of Jehovah’s anger.”—2 Pet. 1:19; Zeph. 
2:3, AS.

In lighting up the fact that we are living 
in the “ last days,” God’s Word shows the 
Christian how to view the distressing hap­
penings in the world. War, crime, juvenile 
delinquency, food shortages, pestilences 
and similar woes make many persons de­
spondent, but those walking in the light 
from God have the positive mental atti­
tude that the Lord Jesus Christ said we 
should have: “As these things start to
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occur, raise yourselves erect and lift your 
heads up, because your deliverance is get­
ting near.” (Luke 21:28) Despite the woes 
that have come upon our generation, those 
who walk in the light from God can be 
happy. Deliverance is at hand.

Those who walk in the light from God 
are also able to know what stand Chris­
tians should take regarding all kinds of 
theories, philosophies, traditions and doc­
trines. Much falsehood masquerades as 
truth today. “The learned fool,” once said 
Benjamin Franklin, “writes his nonsense 
in better language than the unlearned; but 
still ’tis nonsense.” God’s Word is a light 
because it helps us recognize nonsense for 
what it is, despite its being clothed in the 
wraps of respectability and popularity. 
Warns the Bible: “Look out: perhaps 
there may be some man that will carry 
you off as his prey through the philosophy 
and empty deception according to the tra­
dition of men, according to the elementary 
things of the world and not according to 
Christ.” The illuminating principles con­
tained in the Bible enable even inexperi­
enced ones to detect false wisdom. The 
psalmist said of Jehovah’s words: “The 
very disclosure of your words gives light, 
making the inexperienced ones under­
stand.”—Col. 2:8; Ps. 119:130.

What good reason there is, then, for 
walking in the light from God! Without 
the light from God no person can gain 
everlasting life. So walk by this light that 
God has provided. Let it be your light con­
stantly. Then help others in this dark 
world light up the way for their feet to go. 
Help others walk in the light from God 
and get on the right roadway to reach the 
destination of everlasting life in God’s new 
world.

SfteWATCHTOWER.

CREEDAL JUNGLE

“Creeds,” once said American poet Lizett Woodworth Reese, 
“grow so thick along the way their boughs hide God.”



HowcftntkFUnrUMM ht kn&iwt ?

THE past is an open book to anyone 
who wants to read it, but that can­
not be said of the future. The future con­

sists of blank pages in the book of history. 
Nothing can be learned from them unless 
there is some means of foreknowing what 
will be written on them.

It has been an age-old desire to have 
that foreknowledge. The ancients tried to 
gain it by studying the position of the 
stars, the flight of birds, the condition of 
an animal’s liver, the appearance of water 
when poured into a vessel, the position of 
objects that are dropped on water, and by 
consulting the dead. The king of Babylon 
employed some of these devices before at­
tacking Jerusalem. Regarding this the Bi­
ble says: “The king of Babylon stands at 
the parting of the ways, at the fork of the 
two roads, practicing divination; he shakes 
the arrows, he consults the teraphim, he 
inspects the liver.”—Ezek. 21:21, AT.

The passing of the centuries since the 
days of Babylon has not caused the desire 
to know the future to fade away. It is

as strong as it ever was. Fortunetellers 
abound in almost every country of the 
world. One authority on the subject esti­
mated that Americans alone pay some 125 
million dollars annually to people who pro­
fess to have the ability to foretell the 
future.

No matter what some people may im­
agine, the future cannot be seen in crystal 
balls, cards, tea leaves or in a person’s 
palm. Neither can the future be learned 
from mediums who claim they are in con­
tact with the dead. The people who make 
claims of having the power of foreknowl­
edge are false prophets. The future is a 
blank page to them, just as it is to every­
one else. As long as people are willing to 
pay them they are willing to make a pre­
tense of being able to look into the future.

Some persons may appear to have 
knowledge of future events because they 
occasionally make accurate predictions. 
But such predictions can be made by al­
most anyone who is a shrewd judge of 
personality or a watcher of world trends. 
Knowledge of how a person thinks makes 
it possible to predict what he will do under 
certain circumstances.

FUTURE IS KNOWN TO GOD

The future is not a blank to the supreme 
Sovereign. He can know what will be writ­
ten on those pages whenever he pleases. 
He has stated: “Remember the first things 
of a long time ago, that I am the Divine 
One and there is no other God, nor anyone 
like me; the One telling from the beginning 
the finale, and from long ago the things 
that have not been done.” (Isa. 46:9, 10) 
In times past he inspired men to write 
about the future, and what they wrote can 
be read in the Bible.
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Not all persons who have claimed to be 

Jehovah’s prophets were actually inspired 
by him. Regarding such false prophets in 
Israel Ezekiel said: “Thus says the Lord 
G od , Woe to the foolish prophets who fol­
low their own spirit, and have seen noth­
ing! They have spoken falsehood and di­
vined a lie; they say, ‘Says the L ord,’ 
when the L ord has not sent them, and 
yet they expect him to fulfil their word.” 
(Ezek. 13:3, 6, RS) Jeremiah spoke simi­
lar condemnation against the false proph­
ets who said Jerusalem would not fall. He 
said: “Do not listen to your prophets and 
to your practicers of divination and to 
your dreamers and to your practicers of 
magic and to your sorcerers, who are say­
ing to you: ‘You men will not serve the 
king of Babylon.’ For falsehood is what 
they are prophesying to you.”—Jer. 27: 
9,10.

As there were false prophets then, so 
there are today. They will not hesitate to 
delude people into believing that they have 
knowledge of the future. An accurate 
knowledge of the future cannot be gained 
from such people.

WINDOWS TO THE FUTURE
The prophecies recorded in the Bible are 

true and dependable. They are windows to 
the future. The fact that many of the Bi­
ble’s prophecies have been fulfilled gives 
us basis for having faith in those that are 
yet to be fulfilled.

What prognosticator today could accu­
rately foresee that a famine-stricken city 
would have food in abundance the next 
day or that a scoffer at this prophecy 
would see this abundance but would not 
be able to eat a mouthful? The prophet 
Elisha was able to do this because God 
gave him knowledge of what had not yet 
taken place. This happened in the ninth 
century before Christ when the armies of
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Syria were besieging Samaria. “Elisha now 
said: ‘Hear, you men, the word of Jeho­
vah. This is what Jehovah has said, “To­
morrow about this time a seah measure 
of fine flour will be worth a shekel and 
two seah measures of barley worth a shek­
el in the gateway of Samaria.” ’ At that 
the adjutant upon whose hand the king 
was supporting himself answered the man 
of God and said: ‘If Jehovah were making 
floodgates in the heavens, could this thing 
take place?’ To this he said: ‘Here you are 
seeing it with your own eyes, but from it 
you will not eat.’ 2 Ki. 7:1, 2.

During the night God caused the attack­
ing Syrians to hear the sound of war char­
iots. They imagined that the king of Israel 
had hired the help of the Egyptians and 
the Hittites. In great fear they fled toward 
their own borders, leaving all their pos­
sessions behind. The people of Samaria 
now had more than enough to supply their 
needs. “And the people proceeded to go 
out and plunder the camp of the Syrians, 
and so a seah measure of fine flour came 
to be worth a shekel and two seah meas­
ures of barley worth a shekel, according 
to the word of Jehovah. And the king him­
self had appointed the adjutant upon 
whose hand he was supporting himself to 
have charge of the gateway, and the peo­
ple kept trampling him in the gateway, so 
that he died, just as the man of God had 
spoken.”—2 Ki. 7:16,17.

Elisha did not look in an animal’s liver; 
he did not throw arrows on the ground; 
he did not look for signs in the stars or 
in flights of birds and he did not consult 
with the dead. His power to tell future 
events came from God, not from divina­
tion.

An example of knowing the future hun­
dreds of years in advance is found in what 
Joshua said at the time the city of Jericho 
was destroyed. God caused him to utter
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this prophecy: “ Cursed may the man be 
before Jehovah who gets up and does build 
this city, even Jericho. At the forfeit of 
his first-born let him lay the foundation 
of it and at the forfeit of his youngest let 
him put up its doors.” (Josh. 6:26) This 
prophecy was fulfilled about five hundred 
years later in the days of King Ahab. “In 
his days Hiel the Bethelite built Jericho. 
At the forfeit of Abiram his first-born he 
laid the foundation of it, and at the forfeit 
of Segub his youngest he put up its doors, 
according to Jehovah’s word that he spoke 
by means of Joshua the son of Nun.” (1 Ki. 
16:34) No human, by his own power or by 
divination, could have foretold this.

In the days of Ahab, the prophet Elijah 
told that wicked king of Israel: “This is 
what Jehovah has said: ‘In the place where 
the dogs licked up the blood of Naboth the 
dogs will lick up your blood, even yours.’ 
And also as regards Jezebel Jehovah has 
spoken, saying, ‘The very dogs will eat up 
Jezebel in the plot of land of Jezreel.’ ” 
(1 Ki. 21:19, 23) What Elijah foretold 
proved to be as true as if he had been re­
lating something that already had hap­
pened. It was history in advance.

Ahab was killed in a war chariot and 
“they began to wash off the war chariot 
by the pool of Samaria and the dogs went 
licking up his blood.” (1 Ki. 22:38) Eli­
jah’s prophecy became history. Queen Jez­
ebel met a frightful death by being thrown 
from an upper-story window and then 
trampled beneath the hoofs of Jehu’s char­
iot horses. “After that he came on in and 
ate and drank and then said: ‘You men, 
please, take care of this accursed one and 
bury her, for she is the daughter of a 
king.’ When they went to bury her, they 
did not find anything of her but the skull 
and the feet and palms of the hands.” 
(2 Ki. 9:34, 35) She had been eaten by 
the dogs, as Elijah had foretold.
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Another example proving the accuracy 

of Bible prophecy is found in Daniel’s 
prophecy about the time when the Anoint­
ed One, Jesus Christ, would come. “Know 
therefore and discern, that from the going 
forth of the commandment to restore and 
to build Jerusalem unto the anointed one, 
the prince, shall be seven weeks, and three­
score and two weeks.” (Dan. 9:25, AS) 
These sixty-nine weeks of years are equiv­
alent to 483 years. Counting from 455 B.C., 
when the command to rebuild Jerusalem 
went forth, 483 years brings us to A.D. 29. 
It was at this time that Jesus was baptized 
in the Jordan River and was anointed by 
God’s spirit. That was when he became 
the Messiah, or Anointed One. Thus the 
Anointed One, the Prince, had come. Three 
and a half years later, or in the middle of 
the seventieth week of years, he was cut 
off from human life, as Daniel foretold: 
“And after the threescore and two weeks 
shall the anointed one be cut off . . . and 
in the midst of the week he shall cause the 
sacrifice and the oblation to cease.” (Dan. 
9:26, 27, AS) His sacrificial death in the 
middle of that seventieth week of years 
brought to an end the Mosaic Law with its 
oblations or offerings. Thus what Daniel 
spoke was accurate knowledge of what 
would happen more than 500 years later.

These are only a few of many Bible 
prophecies that could be mentioned as hav­
ing been fulfilled. By means of those that 
are still due to be fulfilled we are able to 
know what will be put on some of history’s 
blank pages of the future. It should be 
kept in mind that God does not grant a 
view of the future so that people might 
satisfy selfish desires. He does not give in­
formation that people imagine fortune­
tellers are able to give. What the Bible 
makes known to us about the future is al­
ways in connection with God’s purposes.
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WHAT IS AHEAD

The Bible clearly reveals the future of 
this world. By the word “world” we do 
not mean the earth but the nations upon 
it, under the system that controls them. 
What is its future? The prophetic answer 
is not prosperity and glory, but destruc­
tion. When the apostle Peter was inspired 
to speak about it he referred to the present 
system of things as the “heavens and the 
earth that are now.” He said: “The world 
of that time suffered destruction when it 
was deluged with water. But by the same 
word the heavens and the earth that are 
now are stored up for fire and are being 
reserved to the day of judgment and of 
destruction of the ungodly men.” (2 Pet. 
3:6, 7) In another place the Bible says God 
will assemble the nations to pour upon 
them his indignation.—Zeph. 3:8.

The wicked invisible ruler of this world 
will be restrained from interfering with 
human affairs. This was seen by the apos­
tle John in a prophetic vision of the future: 
“I saw an angel coming down out of heav­
en with the key of the abyss and a great 
chain in his hand. And he seized the drag­
on, the original serpent, who is the Devil 
and Satan, and bound him for a thousand 
years. And he hurled him into the abyss 
and shut it and sealed it over him, that 
he might not mislead the nations any more 
until the thousand years were ended.” 
—Rev. 20:1-3.

At Revelation 20:4, we are told that 
Christ and a body of associates will rule 
for a thousand years. This will be the 
same thousand years during which Satan 
is bound. Since this will necessarily follow 
the destruction of the present world, over 
which Satan has been the invisible ruler, 
we can look forward to the earth’s having 
one thousand years of peace with no dis­
turbance from Satan and his seed. Verses 
seven to nine inform us that Satan will be
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released for a short time at the end of that 
period and will then be destroyed.

Prophecy reveals that during this period 
of one thousand years when Christ rules 
over the earth as King the curse of death 
that we inherited from Adam will be de­
stroyed. It will have no further power over 
Adam’s descendants because Christ’s ran­
som sacrifice will have brought release 
from it. “He must rule as king until God 
has put all enemies under his feet. As the 
last enemy, death is to be destroyed.” 
(1 Cor. 15:25, 26) This means mankind 
will have been brought to a state of human 
perfection as was enjoyed by Adam before 
he sinned.

Our look into the future also reveals that 
multitudes who have died will be brought 
back to life by resurrection. Regarding this 
Jesus Christ said: “Do not marvel at this, 
because the hour is coming in which all 
those in the memorial tombs will hear his 
voice and come out, those who did good 
things to a* resurrection of life, those who 
practiced vile things to a resurrection of 
judgment.” (John 5:28, 29) On another oc­
casion he revealed the future by not only 
mentioning this resurrection but also say­
ing that resurrected persons who exercise 
faith will never die again. “He that exer­
cises faith in me, even though he dies, will 
come to life, and everyone that comes to 
life and exercises faith in me will never 
die at all.” (John 11:26, footnote) Eternal 
life will be granted to earth’s inhabitants 
at God’s appointed time.

These marvelous events and changes 
are yet to come. They are some of the 
things that will be written on history’s 
blank pages of the future. We can know 
for certainty that they will take place be­
cause God has caused them to be written 
in his Word as history in advance. This in­
spired Book that sits on almost everyone’s 
bookshelf is the means by which you can 
know the future.
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O ther “S a y in g s'
OR JESUS
IT IS not surprising to hear of early pa­

pyri discoveries containing sayings of 
Jesus that are not recorded in the same 
detail as in the canonical Greek Scriptures. 
Did not John write, A.D. 98: “There are, 
in fact, many other things also which Je­
sus did, which, if ever they were written 
in full detail, I suppose, the world itself 
could not contain the scrolls written” ? 
(John 21:25) Luke likewise admits this 
in his in troduction  where he w rites: 
“Whereas many have tried their hand at 
compiling a statement of the facts which 
are given full credence among us, . . .  I 
resolved also, because I have traced all 
things from the start with accuracy, to 
write them in logical order.”—Luke 1:1-3.

In 1897 papyrologists Grenfell and Hunt 
unearthed from a rubbish mound at Oxy- 
rhynchus, Egypt, a 
single imperfect papy- j
rus leaf. It proved to j
be from a Greek codex j
of the third century j
containing reputed 
sayings of Jesus. The 
fragment is generally f
referred  to as “Oxy- J
rhynchus Papyrus.”  |
An English translation j
reads:

“Jesus saith, ‘Ex- j 
cept ye fast to the 1 
world, ye shall in no 
wise find the kingdom | 
of God; and except you I 
make the sabbath a I 
real sabbath, ye shall 
not see the Father.’
Jesus saith, ‘I stood in 
the midst of the world, 
and in the flesh was I I

seen of them, and I found all men drunken, 
and none found I athirst among them, and 
my soul grieveth over the sons of men, 
because they are blind in their heart, and 
see not.’ Jesus saith, ‘A prophet is not ac­
ceptable in his own country, neither doth 
a physician work cures upon them that 
know him.’ Jesus saith, ‘A city built upon 
the top of a high hill and established, can 
neither fall nor be hid.’ ”a 

Note that the first two sayings contain 
extra-Scriptural information. They are 
claimed to be some of the “many other 
things” to which John refers that are not 
recorded in the Bible. The part of the 
third saying, which says: “A prophet is 
not acceptable in his own country,” is simi­
lar to Matthew 13:57, but the rest is “new.” 
The fourth saying is very much like Mat­
thew 5:14.

Another discovery of “sayings” came to 
light in 1934 when the British Museum, 
London, acquired a number of papyri frag­
ments from a dealer. Among these were 

some fragments of an 
‘unknown life of Je­
sus,’ written in a hand 
that could not be put 
later than the middle 
of the second century, 
that is, about A.D. 150. 
The next year Bell and 
Skeat, keepers of man­
uscripts in the British 
Museum, published the 
photostats of the three 
l e a v e s  found. The 
pages proved to be 
part of an old Greek 
codex originating in 
Egypt. These frag­
mentary pages are now 
called “Egerton Papy­
rus 2.”  The photostat 
of fragments 1 and 3 
is printed along with 
this article.13
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Here this Greek text indicates the scrib­

al custom in this period of using contrac­
tions for sacred names and words ( 
sacra). This custom follows the Jewish 
practice of representing the tetragramma- 
ton or sacred name mm in Greek by the 
words Jcyrios (“Lord” ) without the defi­
nite article and theos (“ God” ) with only 
the first and last letters written and a 
stroke above them. Thus the name Jeho­
vah could be indicated in the Greek as 
KC or ©C.c The Christian scribes expanded 
the list of abbreviations to include the fol­
lowing: OKC (ho Jcyrios, with a definite 
article, this thus applying to Jesus and 
not Jehovah), IH (IeJesus), IIPA 
(patera,father) and MW Moses) ,d
Take a look at “ 1 verso” and note II PA 
in line 12, MW in line 13 and 0C in line 16. 
Next look at_“ l  recto”  and note OKC in 
line 9 and IH in line 12. Kyrios without 
the definite article as applying to Jehovah 
does not occur in these fragments.

Sir Frederic Kenyon, a classical scholar, 
comments on these fragments. “They con­
tain four episodes in the life of our Lord, 
told quite simply, and therefore unlike the 
exaggerated and fanciful style of later 
apocryphal gospels, and in language show­
ing strong affinities, sometimes with the 
Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and 
Luke) and sometimes with the Fourth 
Gospel (John). The exact wording is often 
left doubtful by the mutilation of the pa­
pyrus, but the main drift of three out of 
the four episodes is clear.” e Kenyon then 
offers the following translation. (We have 
added the italicized portions to indicate 
those sections which are supposedly 
“new.” The superior numbers are our foot­
notes indicating those portions paralleled 
in the Biblical accounts.)

“ . . . coming unto him they began to 
tempt him with questions, saying, ‘Rabbi 
Jesus, we know that thou art come from 
God;f for the things that thou doest give

B r o o k l y n , N . Y .

witness above all the Tell us
therefore: Is it lawful to give unto kings 
that which pertains to their Shall
we give to them or not?’h But Jesus know­
ing their thoughts,1 was moved with in­
dignation and spake unto them: ‘Why call 
ye me Rabbi with your mouth but hear 
not what I say?1 Well did Isaiah prophesy 
concerning you, saying, “This people honor 
me with their lips, but their heart is far 
from me. In vain do they worship me, 
[teaching as their doctrines] the precepts 
[of men].” ’k

“ And turning to the rulers of the people, 
he spake this word: ‘Ye search the scrip­
tures, in which ye think that ye have life; 
these are they which bear witness of me.1 
Think not that I came to accuse you to 
my Father; there is one that accuseth you, 
even Moses, in whom ye hope.’m And when 
they said, ‘We know well that God spake 
unto Moses, but of thee we know not 
whence thou art,’n Jesus answered and 
said unto them, ‘Now doth your want of 
faith condemn you . . [And the priests 
spake] to the people [that they should 
take up] stones to stone him.° And the 
rulers laid their hands upon him that they 
might take him and deliver him to the 
multitude; and they could not take him, 
because the hour of his betrayal was not 
yet com e.p But the Lord went forth  
through the midst of them and departed 
from them.” '’

At the most these “added” sayings have 
mere curiosity value. Since these “new” 
portions were not preserved for us under 
inspiration when the canonical Scriptures 
were being written, they could be of no 
ministerial value now binding upon the 
dedicated Christian.

However, from the manuscript view 
these fragments aid once again in exposing 
the higher critics to be wrong. These crit­
ics have stoutly contended that John’s Gos­
pel was not written until A.D. 150, and
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then by one other than the apostle John. 
Since these fragments have so many par­
allel expressions found in John’s account, 
it strongly indicates that the writer was 
using John’s writing as a basis. Therefore 
John’s record must have been written long 
before A.D. 150 to be found circulating in 
Egypt where these fragments were written 
about that same time. So these fragments, 
supported by the discovery in 1935 of the 
fragment of John’s Gospel (Papyrus Ry- 
lands Gk 457) also dated at the middle of
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the second century and found in Egypt, 
confirm the date of the writing of John’s 
account to be the generally accepted date 
A.D. 96.

a Light from the Ancient Past, 1946, by J. Finegan, 
pp. 322, 323.

b Fragments of an Unknown Gospel, 1935, by H. I. 
Bell and T. C. Skeat, p. 65, Plate I. 

c Nomina Sacra, by Traube, III, i, p. 32. 
d Fragments of an Unknown Gospel, by Bell and 

Skeat, p. 2.
e The Bible and Archaeology, 1940, by Sir Frederic 

Kenyon, pp. 216, 217.
f John 3:2; Matt. 22:16. g John 10:25. h Matt. 22:17. 

1 Matt. 9:4. j Luke 6:46. k Matt. 15:7-9. 1 John 5:39. 
m John 5:45. n John 9:29. o John 8:59; 10:31. p John 
7:30. q Luke 4:30.

S&eWATCHTOWER.

G IVIN G  W A RN IN G  OF GOD’S U N U S U A L W O R K

D N  THE days of King David Jehovah per­
formed two strange deeds and unusual 
works. He gave two stinging rebukes to 

David's Philistine enemies. Testifying to their 
prophetic import, Isaiah says: “For Jehovah 
will rise up just as at Mount Perazim, he will 
be agitated just as in the low plain near Gibeon, 
that he may do his deed— his deed is strange 
— and that he may work his work— his work 
is unusual. And now do not show yourselves 
scoffers."— Isa. 28:21, 22.*

Today Christendom manifests a Philistinelike 
malicious opposition to the Greater David, Je­
sus Christ, whom Jehovah has set upon His 
throne. It has filled itself with the symbolic 
wine of the spirit of this world, a wine of in­
dependence of God’s kingdom, even as did the 
drunkards of Ephraim. Intoxicated, its priests 
and prophets have become dull of hearing and 
feelingless toward the dangers confronting 
them and toward the interests of God’s king­
dom.— Isa. 28:1-4.

This wine has excited them to compromise 
with the world and to delight in what this 
world offers them. Ignoring the warning given 
them by Jehovah's witnesses, they have taken 
refuge in political lies, chief of which is the 
United Nations as man’s only hope. Because 
our Scripturally plain message is not couched 
in the phrase of creedal sectarianism, higher 
criticism and worldly-wise philosophy, they 
scoff and mock and belittle it. They consider it 
as just so much baby talk or as the talk of 
the foreigner.— Isa. 28:9,10.

What is important is not how much worldly 
wisdom we may have but whether we have 
been taught of Jehovah or not. Confident that 
we have been taught of God, we know we have 
the truth and that our message is of the great­
est importance. W e therefore refuse to let them 
silence us, whether by threats or by mockery 
and ridicule.— Isa. 54:13.

So let us warn the bragging, scoffing and 
spiritually drunk leaders of Christendom that 
God will not forever tolerate their drunken 
mockery and their God-dishonoring course. By 
a strong and vigorous One, his Son, Jesus 
Christ, Jehovah will make an end to all such 
scoffers. Like a storm of hail Christ will sweep 
away their refuge of a lie. Their covenant with 
Death and the vision they have effected with 
Sheol will prove vain. At the same time, let us 
point all men of good will to the only place 
of rest and security, God’s kingdom.— Isa. 28: 
17,18.

By sounding this warning we will be proving 
ourselves Christians and Jehovah himself will 
be for us a crown of decoration and a garland 
of beauty. Not in our own strength but in the 
strength of God let us do this work, for he 
has promised to be “as mightiness to those 
turning away the battle from the gate.’’ When 
Armageddon strikes, Jehovah will not only 
prove our words to have been true but will 
also bring us safely into his new world. Until 
then let us make use of every opportunity to 
give the warning of God’s unusual work.— Isa. 
28:5, 6.* For details see The Watchtower, March 1, 1959.
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“KEEP ON,
THEN, SEEK­
ING FIRST THE 
DOM AND [GOD’S] 
R IG H T E O U S N E S S /  
A N D  ALL THESE  
OTHER THINGS WILL 
BE ADDED TO YOU, 

— MATT. 6:33.

«~\ £  OST peo- 
C/VX pie find 
little  p la c e  in 
their  l i v e s  f o r  
G od ’ s kingdom 
u n d e r  C h r is t .
More particular­
ly, t h o s e  w h o  
shape the think­
ing of this world 
have no interest 
in  t h a t  k i n g ­
dom. F u r t h e r ­
more, they are 
determined to 
prevent as many
others as possible from becoming interest­
ed. To keep men in subjection, those re­
sponsible for world affairs have obtained 
a strangle hold on man’s interests. The 
way of life they have arranged for him 
forces him into certain channels that he 
feels he must follow if he is to survive. As 
a result, and often as a defense measure, 
he becomes blinded to any other possibility 
and continues to follow the course laid out 
for him as the way of least resistance.

2 Over and above all these is the god of 
this world, whose main interest is to turn 
all peoples away from the Kingdom, which 
God now holds out as the way of salvation. 
If, therefore, anyone is to move in the 
same cycle of activity as this world with­
out being sucked into the whirlpool of 
demon-controlled thinking, he must keep 
the interests of God’s kingdom foremost 
in his life. That is the course Jesus out­
lined for Christians when he said: “Stop 
being anxious about your souls as to what
1. What is the general attitude toward God’s kingdom, 
and in what position do most men find themselves?
2. What course must men follow to remain free from 
demon-controlled thinking, and what assurance did Je­
sus give of the wisdom of that course ?

you will eat or what you will 
drink, or about your bodies as to 
what you will wear. Does not the 
soul mean more than food and 
the body than clothing? Observe 
intently the birds of heaven, be­

cause they do not sow seed or reap 
or gather into storehouses; still 

your heavenly Father feeds them. 
Are you not worth more than 

they are? Who of you by being 
anxious can add one cubit to 

his life span? Also on the 
matter of clothing, why are 
you anxious? Take a lesson 
from the lilies of the field, 
how they are growing; they 

do not toil nor do they spin, 
but I say to you that not even 

Solomon in all his glory was ar­
rayed as one of these. If, now, God thus 
clothes the vegetation of the field which 
is here today and tomorrow is thrown into 
the oven, will he not much rather clothe 
you, you with little faith? So never be 
anxious and say: ‘What are we to eat?’ 
or, ‘What are we to drink?’ or, ‘What are 
we to put on?’ For all these are the things 
the nations are eagerly pursuing. For your 
heavenly Father knows you need all these 
things. Keep on, then, seeking first the 
kingdom and his righteousness, and all 
these other things will be added to you.” 
—Matt. 6:25-33.

8 This commandment from Jehovah’s 
chief representative of his kingdom con­
tains the promise that God will deliver 
from this world’s clutches and provide for 
the needs of all those who obey His law 
and put the interests of His government 
first in their lives. (Ps. 18:20; Prov. 13:13; 
Heb. 11:6) Jesus was not here speaking 
just to those who were already Jehovah’s 
servants. The words of this commandment 
are a part of his “sermon on the mount”
3. To whom did Jesus give this counsel, and on. what 
does following it depend ?

396



Ju l y  1, 1959
and he was speaking down through the 
centuries to men of all nations who are 
seeking a better life in God’s way. For 
that reason all professed followers of Christ 
Jesus today would do well to consider 
these words seriously as measured against 
their own interests and position in this 
world. Jehovah’s ability to provide is be­
yond question, as Jesus here points out; 
so no one need feel any dependency on this 
world. The Christian’s course, then, be­
comes entirely a matter of faith and of 
his willingness to make his own interests 
secondary to those of God’s kingdom.

‘ Taking this view, every interest the 
Christian has becomes a Kingdom interest. 
As Paul put it: “Whatever you are doing, 
work at it whole-souled as to Jehovah.” 
(Col. 3:23) Food is acquired not just for 
self-gratification, but that the Christian 
might be physically strengthened for his 
assigned work in the ministry. The Chris­
tian’s interest in secular employment will be 
only to the extent necessary to clothe and 
house himself and his family for his contin­
ued service to God. Business advancement 
will not be his main interest. Even his social 
activities will be strictly guarded and 
brought under complete control so that his 
thinking on Kingdom activity will be stim­
ulated and properly directed. Devotion to 
Kingdom interests brings a life that is sus­
taining. Greed and selfishness bring many 
sorrows. As Paul admonishes: “To be sure, 
it is a means of great gain, this godly de­
votion along with self-sufficiency.”—1 Tim. 
6:6.

'Proper balance becomes a matter of 
faith, and if we have faith like that of 
Noah we can live in the midst of a world 
whose God-given interests have been di­
verted to personal and selfish ends and we 
can still maintain our balance and our in-
4. What relationship should exist between the Kingdom 
interests and one’s own personal interests?
5. How did Noah furnish an example of the proper 
balance of interests ?
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terests in our God-given responsibilities. 
Noah did. Noah was a married man and 
so were his sons. Yet his family interests, 
his need to provide food and drink for his 
family, did not interfere with his God- 
given assignment of building an ark. He 
kept his mind on his work and it prospered 
and Noah survived the end of a world. Be­
cause of his putting Kingdom interests 
first Noah is called a preacher of right­
eousness, and Paul says of him: “By faith 
Noah . . . condemned the world, and he 
became an heir of the righteousness which 
is according to faith.”  (2 Pet. 2:5; Heb. 
11:7) Not only was Noah an example to 
the world in which he lived, but the testi­
mony of Christ Jesus marks him as an 
example to this present system of things. 
(Matt. 24:37-39) Those who put the in­
terests of God’s kingdom first, therefore, 
need feel no fear of insecurity.

6 Because Jehovah’s witnesses have made 
the interests of God’s kingdom first in 
their lives, some uninformed persons view 
with suspicion their relationship and atti­
tude toward the governments of this world. 
If these nations were self-sufficient and 
able to provide the needs of the people, 
then God’s kingdom would not be neces­
sary. Yet Jesus taught his followers to 
pray for God’s kingdom to come so that 
God’s will might be done upon earth. 
(Matt. 6:10) Certainly Christians cannot 
be condemned for relying upon and work­
ing toward the hope expressed in this 
prayer. Those looking to the governments 
of this world would do well to ask them­
selves, If Jesus were here today, which 
nation’s flag would he salute? Which coun­
try would he fight for? Which political 
party would he vote for? There is no point 
in the argument that it is different with 
Jesus Christ. Jesus himself said: “A pupil 
is not above his teacher, but everyone that
6. Why do Jehovah’s witnesses take the attitude they 
do toward governments of this world, yet how do some 
persons view their attitude ?
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is perfectly instructed will be like his 
teacher.” (Luke 6:40) The sincere follow­
er of Jesus Christ will be interested in His 
view of matters and endeavor to take ex­
actly the course that Jesus himself would 
take. Many professed Christians would not 
bow before or salute a picture of Christ 
Jesus as representing God’s government. 
To them it would be an act of idolatry. 
Yet they will perform similar acts before 
an emblem of a nation of this world. For 
those who put the interests of God’s king­
dom first all of such acts are inconsistent 
with the Lord’s prayer and with the prin­
ciples of God’s Word and mean a subvert­
ing of God’s interests to another sovereign. 
This the Christian cannot do in true con­
science to God’s kingdom.

7 Such exclusive devotion to God and the 
interests of his kingdom does not consti­
tute a security risk to any nation. Jesus 
Christ was not subversive though he was 
so accused by his religious opposers. (Luke 
23:2) He refused to become politically ac­
tive in this world’s affairs because, as he 
said: “No one can be a slave to two mas­
ters; for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or he will stick to the one 
and despise the other.” (Matt. 6:24) It is 
because of such admonition by Jesus that 
Jehovah’s witnesses have refused to mix 
these interests in government. But this 
does not make them subversive. The re­
fusal of Jehovah’s witnesses in the past to 
fulfill such patriotic duties as voting, sa­
luting a flag or participation in the armed 
forces, is an insurance to every country 
that Jehovah’s witnesses will not endanger 
the security of that nation, because they 
have been refraining from the same activi­
ties in all other countries at the same time. 
Hence the threat of aggression on the part 
of any nation will not be the responsibility 
of Jehovah’s witnesses. It is not Jehovah’s
7. Why are Jehovah’s witnesses no security risk to any 
nation in keeping first the interests of God’s kingdom?
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witnesses who pose the serious problem to 
a nation. Their stand of neutrality world­
wide is a pledge of noninterference, of non­
aggression more binding and dependable 
than all the treaties that could be signed 
by such “enemy” states, because it is based 
on exclusive devotion to God and to the 
interests of his kingdom. These bonds can­
not be broken with impunity.

8 Those religions that are the most rep­
rehensible are those that meddle in the 
politics of all nations and therefore help 
shape the thinking of those nations, even 
those opposing each other. Yet these are 
the most prominent religions, the ones 
most honored among men. Of course, they 
disclaim any responsibility if a country be­
comes an aggressor and they try to wash 
their hands clean. But the blood of the 
young men who follow them as “spiritual 
guides” rises up to heaven from both sides 
of the battle line, “Christian” brother 
killing “Christian” brother. (Isa. 1:15) 
Failure on the part of such “accepted” 
religions to keep the interests of God’s 
kingdom first has kept the earth bathed 
in innocent blood. Progressive, practical- 
minded persons will give such matters se­
rious consideration before condemning Je­
hovah’s witnesses for putting the interests 
of God’s government above those of every 
nation of the earth.

"Many persons unacquainted with the 
purpose and work of Jehovah’s witnesses 
believe that their own membership in some 
religious denomination is valid reason for 
refusing to consider the message of God’s 
kingdom as presented by Jehovah’s wit­
nesses. When anyone says to the Witnesses 
that he is a member of some church or­
ganization, they always assume that that 
church member is sincere in his belief.
8. In what way are the false religions of this world 
different in their responsibility for the security of the 
nations ?
9. What reason do some persons give for not listening 
to the Kingdom message, yet how do Jehovah’s wit­
nesses regard such reasons ?
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Nevertheless, since the Witness is dedicat­
ed to keep the interests of God’s kingdom 
first, he will encourage that person to con­
sider the scriptures he has for his attention.

10 Jesus set the example in his day. Him­
self a Jew, he spent the three and a half 
years of his ministry preaching the good 
news of God’s kingdom to the Jews. To 
them this was a new doctrine. To them it 
was a change from the Law God had given 
them through Moses. To many Jews Jesus 
Christ and those who followed him were 
apostates and therefore to be shunned or 
put to death. But to those who refused to 
be turned aside by such bitterness, who 
listened and weighed his words carefully 
in the light of the Law of Moses and the 
rest of the Hebrew Scriptures, he estab­
lished himself as truly God’s representa­
tive and the one authorized to bear God’s 
message to them. Even John the Baptist, 
Jesus’ forerunner, who was not calling on 
the Jews to accept a new covenant, as Je­
sus did later, was rejected by the religious 
Pharisees and Sadducees because he called 
for honest-hearted Jews to forsake the tra­
ditions and practices that had been built 
up over the centuries by the religious lead­
ers. Those too blind or engrossed in their 
own interests even to hear him lost the op­
portunity that had been uppermost as a 
hope for the Jewish nation since the days 
of Moses, that of meeting the Messiah on 
his arrival.

11 Some of the Jews no doubt felt justi­
fied in such a course. Was not their nation 
established on God’s own Law through Mo­
ses? Was not the very position occupied 
by their leaders ordained of God? Yet 
when Jesus presented himself as the long- 
looked-for Messiah he did not turn to these 
men who claimed to sit in Moses’ seat.
10. How were Jesus and John the Baptist viewed by 
many Jews, and what did these Jews lose out on as 
a result?
11. On the basis of what arguments might these Jews 
have felt justified in their course, yet how did Jesus 
demonstrate their lack of appreciation ?
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He could not make Kingdom heirs out of 
those whose interests were opposed to 
God’s government. Instead, he gathered to 
himself fishermen, despised tax collectors 
and others of low reputation among the 
people. By this choice of his apostles he 
demonstrated that acceptance by God is an 
individual matter based upon faith and 
upon works consistent with that faith, not 
upon position or upon a false “pedigree” 
of religious ancestors.

12 But God did not overlook or excuse 
the Jews’ refusal to investigate the works 
of his Messiah. Jesus had urged them: 
“If I am not doing the works of my Father, 
do not believe me. But if I am doing them, 
even though you do not believe me, believe 
the works, in order that you may grasp 
the fact and may continue knowing that 
the Father is in union with me and I am 
in union with the Father.”  (John 10:37, 
38) Today all Christians claim to recog­
nize the value of the work Jesus did among 
the Jews. That is because today we have 
the advantage in perspective of centuries 
of time. But we might well ask ourselves, 
If we had lived in Jesus’ day would our 
decision have been as simple? The answer 
to that question might be found in our at­
titude today toward the interests of God’s 
kingdom. Can we truly say we are being 
honest with God, or with ourselves? Are 
we allowing ourselves to be blinded or 
turned aside by men whose divided inter­
ests disqualify them as spiritual advisers 
in the exclusive worship of God and devo­
tion to his kingdom interests? If we are, 
then we are certain to lose the opportunity 
that has been uppermost as a hope for the 
Christian congregation since Jesus’ first 
advent, that of welcoming him on his re-
12. (a) Why did the Jews have no excuse for not ac­
cepting Jesus as the Messiah, and how is their re­
sponsibility viewed by Christians today? (b) What 
questions should all professing Christians ask them­
selves today, and what are they in danger of /osing 
out on?
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turn and entering into the blessings of his 
kingdom rule.

13 Paul warned against the man “that 
will carry you off as his prey through the 
philosophy and empty deception according 
to the tradition of men, according to the 
elementary things of the world and not 
according to Christ.” (Col. 2:8) Such are 
like those Peter spoke of when he said: 
“For you know this first, that in the last 
days there will come ridiculers with their 
ridicule, proceeding according to their own 
desires and saying: ‘Where is this prom­
ised presence of his? Why, from the day 
our forefathers fell asleep in death, all 
things are continuing exactly as from crea­
tion’s beginning.’ ” (2 Pet. 3:3, 4; Ezek. 
13:8, 16) These completely discount the 
Kingdom message and refuse to give heed 
to all the evidences pointing to Christ’s 
presence and continue ensnared to this 
system of things.

14 Others are stumbled by the view that 
Christ is not present now but will shortly 
come. They base their position on the evi­
dence Jesus gave in pointing to his return, 
recognizing these conditions as being here 
now. However, such persons fail to realize 
that these evidences were given by Jesus 
to testify to the fact that he would already 
have returned, not that his return would 
follow such evidences. The disciples asked 
him: “What will be the sign of your pres­
ence and of the consummation of the sys­
tem of things?” (Matt. 24:3) The fact that 
Christ cannot now be seen does not argue 
against his actual presence along with 
these evidences. For if he had intended to 
be visibly recognized by men at his return, 
why would he have needed a sign?

15 Some who argue for a visible return
13. How did Paul and Peter warn of the danger of 
losing out on this Christian hope?
14. What other view stumbles some as to Christ’s pres­
ence, and on the basis of what misunderstanding do 
they take this position?
15. (a) How can Revelation 1:7 and John 14:19 be 
harmonized? (b) How do 1 Timothy 6:14-16 and He­
brews 1:3 shed light on Christ’s return?

B r o o k l y n , N . Y .

quote Revelation 1:7, which says: “Look! 
he is coming with the clouds, and every 
eye will see him.” (Rev. 1:7) Yet Jesus 
clearly stated before his death: “A  little 
longer and the world will behold me no 
more.” (John 14:19) This being true, it 
becomes clear that the statement in Reve­
lation speaks of seeing him with the eye 
of understanding. Otherwise, the words of 
Paul at 1 Timothy 6:14-16 would be mean­
ingless when he speaks of Christ Jesus and 
describes him as the one “who dwells in 
unapproachable light, whom not one of 
men has seen or can see.” That it is pos­
sible for Christ to visit mankind and still 
be unseen is clear from the record of Israel 
where it clearly states in many instances 
that God visited the nation, yet was un­
seen. (Gen. 50:24; Ruth 1:6) All students 
of the Bible will readily admit that no man 
can see God and live; yet Paul, when writ­
ing to the Hebrews, said of Jesus: “He is 
the reflection of his [that is, God’s] glory 
and the exact representation of his very 
being.” (Heb. 1:3) God’s Son thus being 
transformed into this express likeness of 
God at his resurrection, it is clear why 
this “world will behold” him “no more.” 
Such an inaccurate view of Christ’s return, 
therefore, should not be allowed to blind 
one to the truths of God’s Word and of his 
kingdom. Personal or private views that 
interfere with the clear vision of God’s 
kingdom must be set aside in order to gain 
salvation.

16 Jehovah’s witnesses appeal to sincere 
lovers of righteousness regardless of their 
religious background to consider the facts 
now available that point to this generation 
as the time for Christ’s return and for the 
fulfillment of God’s promises to mankind. 
(Matt. 24:1-51) Consider, for instance, the 
Lord’s model prayer. Jesus pointed in the 
direction of the divine will when he taught
16. What appeal do Jehovah’s witnesses make to all 
lovers of righteousness?
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us to pray: “Let your kingdom come. Let 
your will come to pass, as in heaven, also 
upon earth.” (Matt. 6:10) Is God’s will be­
ing done on earth today, filled as this world 
is with the oppression of communism, hot 
and cold wars, delinquency on all social 
levels, and disease ravaging the peoples of 
all nations? Let sincere persons turn to 
2 Timothy 3:1-5 and read these same con­
ditions foretold by God as a warning to 
us to turn aside from this world and look 
away from it for the fulfilling of the di­
vine will. Turning aside from empty prom­
ises of men, let such sincere persons lift up 
their hearts in response to God’s promise 
of a new earth as pointed out to them from 
the Bible by Jehovah’s witnesses. Let such 
read from their own Bibles God’s assur­
ance that righteousness will prevail 
throughout all the earth, that man will live 
in peace and prosperity without fear for 
all time to come.—2 Pet. 3:13; Isa. 66:22; 
Ps. 78:69; Rev. 21:1-4.

17 Now let such sincere members of the
17. How should the issue confronting the world today 
be met ?
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world’s religions ask themselves, Is this 
not a worth-while hope? Is it not a worth­
while effort to consider such promises of 
God? Would it not be short-sighted to ig­
nore such hope of blessings and the organi­
zation that points the way to realization 
of these hopes? Truly can it be said that 
God’s sheep have been scattered and are 
ravished by this world and, as Jesus’ heart 
turned to them in pity, so today the Great 
Shepherd, Jehovah God, through his shep­
herd Son Jesus Christ, turns the attention 
of his witnesses to all corners of the world 
to proclaim the truth that will set them 
free. (John 8:32) How foolish is the ir­
responsible attitude of some who say: “I’ll 
do the best I can now and take my chances 
when the time comes” ! This is the course 
of least resistance, and all who follow it 
are certain to fall into the snare set by 
the god of this world. The issue that con­
fronts the world today must be met with 
positive action on the part of all those who 
sincerely desire to keep God’s kingdom in­
terests first in their lives.

SEeWATCHTOWER.

RESISTING ENTANGLEMENT WITH THIS WORLD’S INTERESTS

K EEPING Kingdom interests first re­
quires not just positive acts of obe­

dience. It requires also restraint from 
wrongdoing. It is clear from God’s Word 
that friendship with the world is enmity 
with God. “Whoever, therefore, wants to 
be a friend of the world is constituting 
himself an enemy of God.” (Jas. 4:4) This 
means that the Christian who is interested 
in doing the divine will must learn to rec­
ognize the three main obstacles to friend­
ship with God and avoid them. These are
1. What three obstacles are there to friendship with 
God?

Satan the Devil and his demons, man’s own 
imperfection of flesh and the world of 
which Satan is the god.—2 Cor. 4:4; Eph. 
6:12; Matt. 26:41.

2 Jesus himself recognized that “every­
thing in the world—the desire of the flesh 
and the desire of the eyes and the showy 
display of one’s means of life—does not 
originate with the Father, but originates 
with the world.” (1 John 2:16) His ex­
ample in resisting these temptations is a 
model for us to follow. After spending
2. How did Jesus resist the desire of the flesh, the 
desire of the eyes and the showy display of one’s 
means of life?
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forty days and nights in the wilderness in 
the study of God’s Word he was tempted 
by Satan to satisfy the desire of the flesh 
by performing a miracle in his own be­
half, turning the stones in the wilderness 
to bread that he might eat. Jesus rebuffed 
Satan by turning to God’s Word, from 
which he emphasized the superior quality 
of spiritual food above that food for the 
flesh. He was next tempted to make a 
spectacle of himself, thus yielding to the 
desire of the eyes, by hurling himself from 
the battlement of the temple. To Satan’s 
subtle twisting of the Scriptures in sug­
gesting that God’s power would protect 
him he replied: “You must not put Jeho­
vah your God to the test.” Finally Jesus 
was offered great power and position as 
ruler of this world’s governments in re­
turn for an act of worship to Satan. But 
he refused to become entangled and said: 
“It is written, ‘It is Jehovah your God you 
must worship, and it is to him alone you 
must render sacred service.’ ”—Matt. 4: 
1-11.

3 Just as Satan withdrew temporarily 
from Jesus because of his faithful stand, 
so it is true of us. “Subject yourselves, 
therefore, to God; but oppose the Devil, 
and he will flee from you.” (Jas. 4:7) Most 
persons have problems that are very seri­
ous to them, and the only way many know 
to solve them is by getting even more deep­
ly entangled in this world’s interests. If 
these barriers are to be overcome and an 
interest in the only real hope for mankind 
is to replace them, then the strangle hold 
that this world has on man’s interests 
must be loosened.

4 This experience of Jesus and the coun­
sel he gave illustrates how subtly even or­
dinary duties of life can encroach on op­
portunities for spiritual advancement and
3. What counsel is given in James 4:7, and how are 
barriers to be overcome?
4. What was Martha’s complaint to Jesus, and what 
were the circumstances that prompted it?
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entangle us in unnecessary details. “Now 
as they were journeying he entered into a 
certain village. Here a certain woman 
named Martha received him as guest into 
the house. This woman also had a sister 
called Mary, who, however, sat down at 
the feet of the Master and kept listening to 
his word. Martha, on the other hand, was 
distracted with attending to many duties. 
So, she came near and said: ‘Master, does 
it not matter to you that my sister has 
left me alone to attend to things? Tell her, 
therefore, to join in helping me.’ In answer 
the Master said to her: ‘Martha, Martha, 
you are anxious and disturbed about many 
things. A few things, though, are needed, 
or just one. For her part, Mary chose the 
good portion, and it will not be taken away 
from her.’ ’ ’—Luke 10:38-42.

6 According to the custom then, and even 
now in many homes, Martha’s hospitality 
prompted her to prepare a very elaborate 
meal for her distinguished guest and to 
see to many other details designed to make 
his stay in her home more enjoyable and 
more comfortable. The result was, though, 
that because of her earnest attention to 
all these details she was losing out person­
ally on the benefits to be derived from Je­
sus’ visit. Jesus did not scold her for her 
hospitality. Neither was he telling Martha 
that she too should sit idle and do nothing 
at all to provide for their physical needs. 
Notice he did say: “A few things, though, 
are needed, or just one.” His admonition 
to Martha was that, since this was her 
home and she had a guest, it was proper 
for her to prepare something for him and 
for her household to eat, but elaborate 
preparations were unnecessary on this oc­
casion. Therefore Mary had chosen the 
better portion because she realized the val­
ue to be gained by Jesus’ presence. Had
5. (a) In what regard did Martha show lack of appre­
ciation, and in what way did Mary choose the better 
portion? (b) How can Mary’s example be followed 
today?
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Martha had this same appreciation she 
would have been content with preparing 
just those things essential, leaving unnec­
essary details for another occasion when 
she would not have this opportunity of 
hearing the words of Jesus. Mary’s posi­
tion in seeking Kingdom information is 
the example that people in this spiritually 
starved world would do well to follow. 
When a caller comes to the home with 
nourishing spiritual information, those of 
that household would do well to set aside, 
momentarily at least, those nonessential 
matters that can be done on another oc­
casion and avail themselves of all the ad­
vantages to be had in the visit of this one 
representing God’s theocratic government.

6 Failing to do so, one might become like 
seed sown among thorns. “This is the one 
hearing the word, but the anxiety of this 
system of things and the deceptive power 
of wealth choke the word, and he becomes 
unfruitful.” (Matt. 13:22) On the other 
hand, Christians should not practice their 
religion simply for personal gain. Some 
who profess to be followers of Jesus Christ 
will join a particular church because of 
certain advantages to be gained. Others be­
lieve they can use their religion to gain 
power with God or for other personal ad­
vancements. Such an interest in religion is 
a selfish one and should be avoided, just 
as Jesus warned those whom he had mi­
raculously fed with loaves and fishes when 
they came looking for him the next day. 
“Most truly I say to you, You are looking 
for me, not because you saw signs, but be­
cause you ate from the loaves and were 
satisfied. Work, not for the food that per­
ishes, but for the food that remains for 
life everlasting, which the Son of man will 
give you, for upon this one the Father, 
even God, has put his seal of approval.” 
(John 6:26, 27) Personal interests are nec-
6. What selfish interests should be avoided in the prac­
tice of religion, how did Jesus warn of such, and when 
are personal interests proper?

403
essary and proper only when controlled 
and directed to advance the interests of 
God’s kingdom.

7 A personal interest in health that is 
improperly directed can kill one’s desire 
for true spiritual healing. If that interest 
so controls the thinking that one seeks it 
to the exclusion of truth from God’s Word, 
then it does far more injury to the in­
dividual than his physical ailment. Be­
cause of this desire for health many per­
sons today fail to heed Jesus’ warning 
concerning those who make great claims 
of miraculous powers. “Many will say to 
me in that day: ‘Master, Master, did we 
not prophesy in your name, and expel de­
mons in your name, and perform many 
powerful works in your name?’ And yet 
then I will confess to them: I never knew 
you at all. Get away from me, you workers 
of lawlessness.” (Matt. 7:22, 23) These 
words should give grounds for serious 
doubt about so-called faith healers and 
should cause the honest seeker of health 
to weigh his own personal interest in such 
claims against the truth of God’s Word 
before he becomes hopelessly entangled in 
this subtle and deceptive “desire of the 
flesh.”

8 A careful examination of God’s Word 
reveals that acts of healing in former times 
were not performed on those already in 
the congregation. Although the apostle 
Paul possessed the gift of healing he told 
Timothy: “Do not drink water any longer, 
but use a little wine for the sake of your 
stomach and your frequent cases of sick­
ness.” (1 Tim. 5:23) He did not perform 
an act of healing in his case. In another 
letter to Timothy he said: “ I left Trophi­
mus sick at Miletus.” (2 Tim. 4:20) Here 
again was his testimony that he had not
7. How can an improperly directed interest in health 
cause serious harm, and into what situation can it 
lead the unwary?
8. How was the miraculous gift of healing used in Bible 
times, and in what way does this expose so-called faith 
healers in modern times ?
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performed a miraculous cure. Nor was this 
the case just in the Christian congrega­
tion. As evidence that such healings were 
performed as a sign to outsiders even be­
fore his day, note the following words of 
Jesus: “There were many lepers in Israel 
in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet none 
of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the 
man of Syria was.” (Luke 4:27) Further­
more, contrary to the general practice 
among “ healers” today, Christians were 
admonished to take no money for the ex­
ercise of their miraculous gifts. Jesus told 
his disciples as he sent them out: “Cure 
sick people, raise up dead persons, make 
lepers clean, expel demons. You received 
free, give free.”—Matt. 10:8. See also the 
account at 2 Kings 5:15-27.

9 Having accomplished their purpose of 
demonstrating God’s power on his repre­
sentative, Jesus, and on his disciples as the 
first members of the Christian congrega­
tion, these miraculous gifts were no longer 
needed and were withdrawn. Paul then 
speaks of this when he says: “Love never 
fails. But whether there are gifts of proph­
esying, they will be done away with; 
whether there are tongues, they will cease; 
whether there is knowledge, it will be done 
away with.” (1 Cor. 13:8) The greatest 
gift of the spirit today is the gift of preach­
ing, which God has seen fit to extend to 
all sincere persons regardless of age, na­
tionality, race or station in life. (Acts 2: 
17, 18) From this it can be seen that even 
such personal interests as health or physi­
cal training must be secondary to the King­
dom interests. Exercise and normal care 
of oneself are important, but as Paul points 
out: “Bodily training is beneficial for a 
little, but godly devotion is beneficial for 
all things, as it holds promise of the life 
now and that which is to come.” (1 Tim. 
4:8) This requires a balanced view on the
9. What did Paul reveal about miraculous gifts of the 
spirit, and what balanced view should the Christian 
take in the matter of health?
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part of the Christian, not neglecting him­
self, yet certainly not neglecting the re­
sponsibilities attached to his Christian 
ministry because of that personal interest.

10 A wrong balance of interests throws 
one’s view out of focus. “The lamp of the 
body is your eye. When your eye is sincere, 
your whole body is also bright; but when 
it is bad, your body is also dark. Be alert, 
therefore. Perhaps the light that is in you 
is darkness.” (Luke 11:34, 35) Some per­
sons look at the work Jehovah’s witnesses 
are doing and for fear of bodily harm or 
criticism they conclude that they could not 
do that work themselves. Such “desire of 
the eyes” leads them directly into the en­
tangling snare of the god of this world. 
(Prov. 29:25; Matt. 10:28) This empha­
sizes the need for maturity of knowledge 
and understanding of God’s Word. It means 
one’s faith must be strengthened through 
a regular spiritual diet. Someone without 
that faith might convince himself that 
there are more personal advantages to him 
in not submitting to baptism than in ad­
hering strictly to God’s will and being im­
mersed in water. Such a person might be­
lieve that he could not be one of Jehovah’s 
witnesses because he does not have faith 
enough to do this. He may fail to realize 
that faith is built on knowledge and he has 
made no effort to acquire such knowledge 
as to the meaning and reason for baptism. 
The foundation of knowledge must first be 
laid, and then in one’s exercising that 
knowledge faith will result.

11 The same is true of having a share in 
the witness work. Some persons will not 
resist the entanglements of this world even 
sufficiently to acquire the knowledge that 
must come as a necessary foundation. 
With such knowledge of God’s Word comes
10. What immature view do some persons take of the 
work of Jehovah’s witnesses, and what sometimes 
prompts such a position?
11. Why is knowledge a necessary foundation, in resist­
ing the entanglements of this world ?
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faith and with faith comes the ability and 
the desire to preach. “For with the heart 
one exercises faith for righteousness, but 
with the mouth one makes public declara­
tion for salvation. For the Scripture says: 
‘None that rests his faith on him will be 
disappointed.’ . . . For ‘anyone that calls 
upon the name of Jehovah will be saved’. 
However, how will they call upon him in 
whom they have not put faith? How, in 
turn, will they put faith in him of whom 
they have not heard? How, in turn, will 
they hear without someone to preach? 
How, in turn, will they preach unless they 
have been sent forth?” (Rom. 10:10-15) 
Strengthened by his newborn faith, such 
one will realize that his preaching has a 
twofold saving quality, as pointed out by 
Paul: “Pay constant attention to 
yourself and to your teaching.
Stay by these things, for by do­
ing this you will save both your­
self and those who listen to you.”
—1 Tim. 4:16.

12 It is to enable sincere per­
sons to gain a proper balance of 
interests and to put all aside for 
the Kingdom that Jehovah God 
sends his witness­
es to the ends 
o f  the  e a r th .
Through Isaiah 
the prophet centu­
ries ago he com­
mands them: “Pass 
out, pass out through 
the gates, you men. Clear 
the way of the people. Bank 
up, bank up the highway. Rid it 
of stones. Raise up a signal for the 
peoples.” (Isa. 62:10) Our setting 
aside these stones of stumbling that 
are in the way of persons sincerely in-

12. What service are Jehovah’s witnesses responsi­
ble to render to persons of good will, and in what 
attitude of mind must this service be performed?
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terested in God’s service is not done to 
cause injury to such persons or to ridicule 
their beliefs. In order to recognize these 
stones that are in the way, the Kingdom 
minister must have an accurate knowledge 
of God’s Word; and if he is to clear them 
out, he must have confidence in his position 
and must be tactful and poised as he goes 
about his work. The minister takes the 
position that his hearer has an honest de­
sire for better things and a sincere love 
of righteousness. He will therefore ap­
peal to his reason rather than attempt to 
frighten him. In this way he will not lose 
his spirit if the person he addresses does 
not immediately appreciate the real pur­
pose in his call. It is not the purpose or 

intention of Jehovah’s witnesses just 
to win an argument. Their interest is 
to demonstrate the sincere love that 
God has for his sheep. Their aim is 

to present the truth from 
God’s Word in such a way 
that their hearers will 
accept it or at least be 
prompted to a further con- 
sideration of the heart- 
cheering good news of the 
Kingdom. This will give 
them a real vision of that 
kingdom and how impor­

tant it is to serve its 
interests. This will 
help persons of good 
will to be drawn to the 
New World society of 
Jehovah’s witnesses in 
order to learn more 
of the life-giving hope 
o f G od ’ s new world, 
t h e r e b y  equipping 
them to keep Kingdom 
interests first.
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13 That is the course Jesus Christ set as 

our model to follow. Paul quotes him as 
saying: “Look! I am come (in the roll of 
the book it is written about me) to do 
your will, O God.” (Heb. 10:7) Through­
out his whole ministry Jesus made his own 
interests God’s interests. Fully dedicated 
to his Father and baptized in water in sym­
bol of it, he set the pattern for all who 
would keep the Kingdom interests first. 
A complete dedication to God followed by 
water baptism is a necessary beginning 
to their doing the divine will. As Jesus 
preached, they preach in fulfillment of Je­
sus’ words: “And this good news of the 
kingdom will be preached in all the inhab­
ited earth for the purpose of a witness to 
all the nations, and then the accomplished 
end will come.” (Matt. 24:14) Nor will 
they be turned aside by objections, ridicule 
or persecution. They will persist in their 
preaching until the end comes.

14 As they increase in number and their 
calls become more frequent at the homes 
of the people they will continue to call be­
cause they realize it means life to their 
hearers to recognize and accept God’s king­
dom as their hope. They realize that every­
one must be given an opportunity to hear 
and accept that good news. They realize, 
too, that not all in the same household feel 
alike about their visits. Whereas one might 
object and forbid the Witnesses to return, 
another in that same household might wel­
come a return visit. On this chance Jeho­
vah’s witnesses persist in their labor of 
love for those who truly are God’s sheep. 
All the sheep must be found and it will not 
be done simply by calling once or twice. 
The persistency of God’s searching meth­
ods is written in Jeremiah’s prophecy. 
“ ‘Here I am sending for many fishers,’ is 
the utterance of Jehovah, ‘and they will
13. What model course did Jesus set, and how do Jeho­
vah’s witnesses follow it?
14. Why do Jehovah’s witnesses continue to call at 
many homes, and how long is the work to continue?
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certainly fish for them; and afterward I 
shall send for many hunters, and they will 
certainly hunt for them from upon every 
mountain and from upon every hill and 
out of the cleft of the crags.’ ” (Jer. 16:16) 
That the work must continue until all the 
sheep are out of this old world is clearly 
seen in the answer to a question by Isaiah 
centuries ago. “I said: ‘How long, O Jeho­
vah?’ Then he said: ‘Until the cities actu­
ally crash in ruins to be without an inhab­
itant, and the houses be without earthling 
man, and the ground itself is ruined into 
a desolation; and Jehovah actually re­
moves earthling men far away, and the 
deserted condition does become very ex­
tensive in the midst of the land.’ ”—Isa. 
6:11, 12.

15 Those that incline at all to the think­
ing, the practices, the ideals of this present 
world are certain to become engulfed by 
the anxieties and cares of this world and 
will lose their standing with God and any 
ability they may have to help those that 
sorely need help. No one should permit 
himself to be deluded or stampeded into 
the fatalistic view of this world that men 
can or will survive only by their own ef­
forts, that unless men work out the solu­
tion to these problems there will be no 
solution at all. The truth of God’s Word 
speaks plainly that this is a time of trial 
by fire and every man’s works will be made 
manifest by the searching tests of this time 
of the end. Only by maintaining strict bal­
ance and keeping Kingdom interests first 
can the Christian resist entanglement with 
this world’s interests and stand as a real 
bulwark against the rising tide of godless 
materialism that is now flooding the earth.

16 If the Christian is to be convincing in 
the words that he speaks, then he must live 
according to the expression of his belief.
15. How is one certain to become entangled with this 
world’s interests, and how can it be avoided?
16. In what additional way can efficiency in preaching 
be gained, and what view must always be maintained?
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He must constantly apply in his life those 
principles learned from God’s Word and 
then continually seek to expand that 
knowledge. He should try to make each 
day count for theocratic advancement, not 
leaving necessary work undone, not over­
looking any opportunity to break down the 
wall of misunderstanding that the god of 
this system of things 
has built up around 
Jehovah’s purposes. If 
he keeps Kingdom in­
terests first he will not 
walk carelessly, just 
putting in time in his 
field ministry because 
he feels an obligation 
to do so. He will real­
ize that the complete 
end of this system is 
near and those who
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remain in it will perish. He will recog­
nize that diligent effort and improved 
efficiency will be required to finish the 
job of warning persons of good will to 
come free of the entanglements of this 
world and flee to the place of refuge Je­
hovah has lovingly provided. Doing so, 
he will insure his own place in that right­

eous new world and 
he will have the un­
speakable privilege 
and joy of being used 
by Jehovah to mag­
nify his name and to 
hold out the only 
proper example to be 
followed by persons 
of good will, that of 
keeping the interests 
of Jehovah God’s king­
dom first in their lives.
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READ THE NEXT ISSUE 
%  Do you know how to safeguard your sp ir­
itual health? Read how a knowledge of God’s 
W ord has sustained those confined in con­
centration camps and how it can sustain you. 
Read “ How Is Your Spiritual Appetite?” and 
“ Exert Yourselves V igorously as God’s W ork,  
men.”
@  Israe l’s Tabernacle w as built at the com ­
mand of Jehovah God. Its rooms and fu r ­
nishings and the services performed there 
were all prophetic and relate to true worship  
today and God’s provision of salvation for 
mankind. Read about it in “ Israe l’s Taber­
nacle Shadows.”
@  Did Jesus Christ really believe everything 
in the Bible? Do you? See whether you line 
up with Jesus Christ by reading “ Do You  
Really Accept the Teachings of C h rist?”

“Perfect Accuracy”
A. Rendle Short writes in Modern Discov- ) 

ery and the Bible about the book of Acts:  ̂
“It was the Roman custom to govern the s 
provinces of their far-flung empire by con- j 
tinuing as far as they safely could the local s 
system of administration, and consequently s 
the authorities in different districts went by | 
many different names. No one, unless he were  ̂
either an observant traveller or a painstaking s 
student of records, could possibly give all | 
these gentry their correct denomination. It is s 
one of the most searching tests of Luke’s \ 
historical sense that he always manages to s 
achieve perfect accuracy. In several cases it is • 
only the evidence of a coin, or an inscription, \ 
that has given us the necessary information j 
to check him; the recognized Roman histori- s 
ans do not adventure themselves on such a | 
difficult terrain. Thus Luke calls Herod and \ 
Lysanias tetrarchs; so does Josephus. Herod j 
Agrippa, who slew James with the sword and \ 
cast Peter into prison, is called a king; Jose- ) 
phus tells us how he became friendly at Rome $ 
with Gaius Caesar (Caligula) and was re- j

warded with a royal title when Caligula came 
to be emperor.

“The governor of Cyprus, Sergius Paulus, 
is called proconsul. . . .  Not long before, Cy­
prus had been an imperial province, and gov­
erned by a propraetor or legatus, but in Paul’s 
time, as is shown by Cyprian coins, both in 
Greek and Latin, the correct title was pro- 
consul. A  Greek inscription found at Soloi on 
the north coast of Cyprus is dated in  the pro­
consulship of Paulus,’ probably the same as 
Sergius Paulus. . . .  At Thessalonica the city 
magnates took the quite unusual title of poli- 
tarchs, a name unknown to classical literature. 
It would be quite unfamiliar to us, except 
from Luke’s use of it, if it were not for the 
fact that it appears in inscriptions. . . .  Achaia 
under Augustus was a senatorial province, 
under Tiberius it was directly under the em­
peror, but under Claudius, as Tacitus tells us, 
it reverted to the senate, and therefore Gal- 
lio’s correct title [Acts 18:12] was proconsul. 
. . . Luke is equally happy, equally accurate, 
in his geography and his travel experiences.”



After Jesus w as baptized in the Jordan River by 
John the Baptist, Jehovah God baptized him from  
heaven w ith holy spirit, thus appointing him to be 
the “ K in g  for enforcing the supreme w ill"  in the new 
world of righteousness. He became the symbolic “rock- 
m a ss "  upon which his congregation of followers was 
to be built. He began gathering followers who were 
to become “the holy ones who will govern” with him 
in his heavenly kingdom over the new world. On 
T h ursda y  night, Passover night, the 14th day of Nisan, 
A.D. 33, he first celebrated the Jewish Passover with 
his faithful eleven apostles. Then he introduced what 
is called “the Lord’s evening meal." He broke a loaf 
of unleavened bread and offered it to them to eat, 
say ing that it represented his perfect human body 
that w as to be sacrificed in behalf of human sinners. 
Then he offered them a cup of wine to drink, telling 
them that the wine stood for his blood in these words: 
“T h is  means my ‘blood of the covenant' which is to 
be poured out in behalf of m any for forgiveness of 
s in s."— Matt. 26:27, 28.

10 The covenant that Jesus here brought 
to the apostles’ attention required this 
blood. But which covenant was this? Not 
the old Law covenant with God that had 
been mediated by the prophet Moses at 
Mount Sinai. By the time of the Lord’s 
evening meal that Law covenant had been 
operating for over fifteen hundred years, 
for it had been put in force by the shed­
ding of blood of animal victims. On this 
the apostle Paul says: “Neither was the 
former covenant inaugurated without 
blood. For when every commandment ac­
cording to the Law had been spoken by 
Moses to all the people, he took the blood 
of the young bulls and of the goats with 
water and scarlet wool and hyssop and 
sprinkled the book itself and all the people, 
saying: ‘This is the blood of the covenant 
which God has laid as a charge upon you.’ 
And he sprinkled the tent and all the ves­
sels of the public service likewise with the 
blood. Yes, nearly all things are cleansed 
with blood according to the Law, and un­

less blood is poured out no forgiveness 
takes place.” (Heb. 9:18-22) Hence, Jesus 
in speaking of his own lifeblood as the 
“blood of the covenant” meant that a new 
and grander covenant resting upon his per­
fect human blood was immediately ahead. 
According to Luke 22:20, Jesus said: 
“This cup means the new covenant by vir­
tue of my blood, which is to be poured out 
in your behalf.”

11 In introducing this “new covenant” Je­
sus used the same form of words that Mo­
ses had used when inaugurating the old 
Law covenant with natural Israel, namely, 
“ the blood of the covenant.” At Jesus’ 
mention of a new covenant the apostles 
must have remembered Jehovah’s promise, 
in Jeremiah 31:31-34: “ ‘Look! There are 
days coming,’ is the utterance of Jehovah, 
‘and I will conclude with the house of Is­
rael and with the house of Judah a new 
covenant; . . .  I will put my law into the 
midst of them, and in their heart I shall 
write it. And I will become their God, and 
they themselves will become my people.’ 
‘And they will no more teach each one 
his companion and each one his brother, 
saying, “Know Jehovah!” for they will all 
of them know me, from the least one of 
them even to the greatest one of them,’ 
is the utterance of Jehovah. ‘For I shall

10. What was the covenant to which Jesus referred in 
connection with his blood, and what did he thus in­
dicate was just ahead?

11. At Jesus’ mention of the new covenant, of whose 
prophecy must his apostles have been reminded, and 
upon what basis must this covenant rest in order to 
provide for forgiving sins ?
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forgive their error, and their sin I shall 
remember no more.’ ” This new covenant 
could provide no basis for Jehovah God to 
forgive human sins and error and remem­
ber them no more unless it rested on the 
poured-out blood of a perfect human vic­
tim, equal to the perfect man Adam in the 
Edenic sanctuary. The perfect man Jesus, 
in letting his sinless blood be poured out 
in death, was acting as the mediator of 
this new covenant between God and man.

12 The people who had been taken into 
the old Law covenant through Moses were 
Israelites, natural Jews according to the 
flesh. Those taken into the new covenant 
must be spiritual Israelites, Jews inwardly 
whose circumcision is that of the heart and 
not of the fleshly foreskin, being thus of 
the house of spiritual Israel and of the 
house of spiritual Judah. (Rom. 2:28, 29) 
Such Israelites or Jews according to the 
spirit make up the congregation that Je­
sus Christ said he would build upon him­
self as the “rock-mass” or petra. Being one 
congregation in the new covenant, such 
spiritual Israelites or Jews show their uni­
ty and their likeness of privilege by eating 
and drinking the same special things, just 
as the people of Jehovah under Moses “all 
ate the same spiritual food and all drank 
the same spiritual drink.”—1 Cor. 10:3, 4.

13 Using this fact as an argument for the 
unity of spiritual Israelites with one anoth­
er and with their God Jehovah, Paul goes 
on to say concerning the celebrating of the 
Lord’s evening meal: “The cup of blessing 
which we bless, is it not a sharing in the 
blood of the Christ? The loaf which we 
break, is it not a sharing in the body of 
the Christ? Because there is one loaf, we, 
although many, are one body, for we are
12. In contrast with those in the old Law covenant, 
who are those taken into the new covenant, and in 
what way are their unity and their likeness of privilege 
shown?
13. At celebrating the Lord’s evening meal, how does 
the congregation, although made of many members, 
show its oneness, as stated by the apostle Paul?
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all partaking of that one loaf.” (1 Cor. 10: 
16, 17) Although the congregation of spir­
itual Israel is made up of many members, 
eventually 144,000 members, yet they are 
one integrated, unified body. This oneness 
as a body they display by partaking or 
eating of the one loaf of unleavened bread 
served at the yearly celebration of the 
Lord’s evening meal. That one loaf is an 
emblem of the sacrificed body of Jesus 
Christ, upon which they feed in common 
participation by their active, fruitful faith 
every day of the year. That emblematic 
cup for which they bless God likewise 
stands for something they share in com­
mon, and that is the precious lifeblood of 
Jesus Christ. By faith in his blood they 
gain forgiveness of sins and justification or 
a righteous standing with Jehovah God. 
“While we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us. Much more, therefore, since we have 
been declared righteous now by his blood, 
shall we be saved through him from 
wrath.” (Rom. 5:8, 9) Race, color, earthly 
nationality, language, social position do 
not disunite this one congregation.—Gal. 
3:28,29.

14The Lord’s evening meal powerfully 
calls attention to the sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ, especially in behalf of his congre­
gation of spiritual Israelites. Because of 
this perfect human sacrifice which was of­
fered to Jehovah God and of which they 
partake by faith, they cannot engage in 
any idolatry but must render exclusive de­
votion to God. The table of the Lord’s eve­
ning meal with its wine cup is symbolically 
the “table of Jehovah” with the “cup of 
Jehovah.” Its cup pictured Jesus’ blood of 
the covenant. His blood was foreshadowed 
by the blood of the animal victims with 
which Moses inaugurated the old Law cov-
14. To what do the loaf of bread and the cup really 
call attention, and with whom do the partakers really 
have communion, and why may they therefore not 
commit idolatry?
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enant long previous. According to the ac­
count in Exodus 24:3-8, the blood that was 
used to put that old covenant in force in­
cluded the blood of peace offerings or 
“communion offerings to Jehovah.” Now 
when a peace or communion offering was 
presented, the blood, fat and vital organs 
of the victim were offered to Jehovah; the 
priest officiating at the altar got a pre­
scribed portion, and the offerer and per­
sons with him ate the remainder. (Lev. 
3:1-17; 7:11-15, 28-34) In this way by 
their communion sacrifices the ancient Is­
raelites ate in communion with Jehovah 
God at his altar table. In like manner the 
spiritual Israelites, when celebrating the 
Lord’s evening meal, are holding commun­
ion not only with one another but, most 
importantly, with God. They cannot at the 
same time practice idolatry and so have 
communion with demons. Paul says:

15 “Look at that which is Israel in a 
fleshly way: Are not those who eat the 
sacrifices sharers with the altar? What, 
then, am I to say? That what is sacrificed 
to an idol is anything, or that an idol is 
anything? No; but I say that the things 
which the nations sacrifice they sacrifice 
to demons, and not to God, and I do not 
want you to become sharers with the de­
mons. You cannot be drinking the cup of 
Jehovah and the cup of demons; you can­
not be partaking of ‘the table of Jehovah’ 
and the table of demons.”—1 Cor. 10:18- 
21; Mai. 1:6-8,12, AS.

16 The celebrating of the Lord’s evening 
meal each year on the fourteenth day of 
Nisan, lunar calendar, should strengthen 
the partakers to refrain from every form 
of idolatry and to yield exclusive devotion 
to the only living and true God, Jehovah, 
who provided his Lamb Jesus Christ for
15. How does Paul point this out to celebrators of 
the Lord’s evening meal?
16. What, therefore, should this yearly evening meal 
help the celebrators to refrain from, and in remem­
brance of what do they celebrate ?
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us. Jesus did not tell his followers to cele­
brate his birthday, the exact date of which 
is not given in the Bible, as human bVrtiv- 
day celebrations were pagan. However, he 
did enjoin upon his faithful congregation 
of spiritual Israelites a celebration. This 
was the “Lord’s evening meal” that he in­
stituted in Jerusalem that Passover night. 
He “took a loaf and, after giving thanks, 
he broke it and said: ‘This means my body 
which is in your behalf. Keep doing this 
in remembrance of me.’ He did likewise 
respecting the cup also, after he had the 
evening meal, saying: ‘This cup means the 
new covenant by virtue of my blood. Keep 
doing this, as often as you drink it, in re­
membrance of me.’ ” And the apostle Paul 
comments on this, saying: “For as often 
as you eat this loaf and drink this cup, you 
keep proclaiming the death of the Lord, 
until he arrives.” (1 Cor. 11:23-26) In this 
way Jesus told us to celebrate his death, 
not his birth.

17 In obedience to this arrangement and 
command of the Lord Jesus Christ, Jeho­
vah’s dedicated, spirit-begotten people, 
whom he has brought into his new cove­
nant, have celebrated the Lord’s evening 
meal yearly on the anniversary of when 
Jesus introduced it, on Nisan 14, since the 
1870’s according to published reports.*

18 In the unleavened bread and the wine 
used on that occasion they have discerned 
the perfect human body and the blood of 
the Lord Jesus, with heartfelt gratitude. 
They have endeavored to show the proper 
respect and appreciation toward these pre­
cious provisions for salvation, that they 
might not partake of the emblems in a 
manner that undervalued these things.

* See Zion's Watch Tower, the issue of April, 1880, 
page 8, under the title “ Christ Our Passover,” para­
graph 3.

17. When and how often have Jehovah's modern wit­
nesses celebrated the Lord’s evening meal, and since 
what date, according to reports ?
18. How have they tried to partake of the emblems 
without bringing judgment upon themselves?
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They have had in mind the apostle Paul’s 
warning: “Consequently, whoever eats the 
loaf and drinks the cup of the Lord un­
worthily will be guilty respecting the body 
and the blood of the Lord. First let a man 
approve himself after scrutiny, and thus 
let him eat of the loaf and drink of the cup. 
For he that eats and drinks eats and drinks 
judgment against himself if he does not 
discern the body. That is why many among 
you are weak and sickly and quite a few 
are sleeping in death. But if we would dis­
cern what we ourselves are, we would not 
be judged. However, when we are judged, 
we are disciplined by Jehovah, that we 
may not become condemned with the 
world.”— 1 Cor. 11:27-32, 20, 21.

19 Particularly since celebrating the 
Lord’s evening meal on Sunday, March 20, 
1932, after sundown, multitudes of sheep­
like persons, the “other sheep” of the Right 
Shepherd Jesus Christ, have been attend­
ing the yearly celebration, not to partake 
of the emblems, but to observe. For ex­
ample, at the celebration on Thursday, 
April 3, 1958, after sundown, there was a 
reported attendance of 1,150,000 at meet­
ing places of Jehovah’s witnesses world­
wide. Of this total number merely 15,000 
partook of the loaf and cup. The “great 
crowd” of other sheep did not partake, for 
they appreciated that they are not of the 
congregation of spiritual Israelites in the 
new covenant that was validated by Jesus’ 
blood. They know, too, that Jesus set up 
this evening meal with those who were to 
be taken into the covenant for the King­
dom. In his table discussion following the 
new evening meal, Jesus said to the eleven 
faithful apostles: “You are the ones that 
have stuck with me in my trials; and I 
make a covenant with you, just as my Fa­
ther has made a covenant with me, for a 
kingdom, that you may eat and drink at
19. Since 1932 in particular, what great crowd has been 
attending the Lord’s evening meal celebration, and 
why?
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my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones 
to judge the twelve tribes of Israel.” (Luke 
22:28-30) The observing “other sheep” 
have personal Scripture evidence that they 
are not in that Kingdom covenant.

20 True, these eleven apostles did flee and 
leave Jesus when he was arrested later 
that night in the garden of Gethsemane. 
But after he was raised from the dead on 
the morning of Nisan 16, Jesus appeared 
to his fearful disciples, who were assem­
bling underground. Forty days later he 
made his final appearance to them. He told 
them that God’s kingdom would not be re­
stored to the earthly nation of Israel and 
instructed them to remain in Jerusalem 
until God’s holy spirit arrived upon them. 
Then, before their eyes, he ascended heav­
enward out of their sight. Two angels that 
then appeared said to them: “This Jesus 
who was received up from you into heaven 
will come thus in the same manner as you 
have beheld him going into heaven.” (Acts 
1:1-11) Ten days later, on the festival day 
of Pentecost at Jerusalem, Jesus Christ at 
his Father’s right hand in heaven began 
baptizing with the holy spirit. With a mi­
raculous demonstration he poured it upon 
the 120 gathered disciples. They were thus 
begotten by the spirit to be God’s spiritual 
children and were brought into the new­
born nation of spiritual Israel.

21 As spiritual Israelites they were taken 
into the new covenant through the poured- 
out blood of the Mediator Jesus Christ and 
were made the people for the name of 
Jehovah, His witnesses. They were anoint­
ed to be heirs of the Kingdom with Jesus 
Christ and were thus taken into the cove­
nant for the Kingdom with him, the Heir 
and Lord of King David. By this anointing 
with the spirit they were also commis-
20. What did Jesus do to the eleven apostles who fled 
from him at his betrayal, and when were they brought 
into the nation of spiritual Israel ?
21. Into what covenant were they taken through Jesus’ 
blood, and for what purpose were they anointed and 
sanctified ?
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sioned or ordained to preach the good news 
of the Kingdom to all nations. By the sanc­
tifying power of the holy spirit they were 
made “ saints” or holy ones, “a holy na­
tion.”—Acts 2:1-38; Rom. 8:15-17; 1 John 
2:20,27; 1 Pet. 2:9.

ORGANIZING THE CONGREGATION 
ON THE ROCK-MASS

22 On that Pentecostal day of baptizing 
his followers on earth with holy spirit Je­
sus began building his congregation on 
himself as the rock-mass ( ). Long
before then Jehovah had used the twelve 
sons of Jacob (Israel) to be the founda­
tions of the nation of Israel, composed of 
twelve tribes. (Gen. 49:1, 2, 28) Copying 
that as a type, Jesus Christ used his twelve 
faithful apostles as secondary foundations
22. When did Jesus begin building his congregation 
upon the rock-mass, and whom did be use as secondary 
foundations ?

built upon himself. He pictured his congre­
gation as a city with twelve foundations: 
“The wall of the city also had twelve foun­
dation stones, and on them the twelve 
names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.” 
(Rev. 21:14) But to show that the glorified 
Jesus in heaven is the all-supporting foun­
dation, the apostle Paul said to the con­
gregation: “You are fellow citizens of the 
holy ones and are members of the house­
hold of God, and you have been built up 
upon the foundation of the apostles and 
[Christian] prophets, while Christ Jesus 
himself is the foundation cornerstone. In 
union with him the whole building, being 
harmoniously joined together, is growing 
into a holy temple for Jehovah. In union 
with him you, too, are being built up to­
gether into a place for God to inhabit by 
spirit.”—Eph. 2:19-22.

(To be continued)

my Purpose
in Life

A s told by C. D . Leathco

IT WAS late in the summer of 1934.
Near Ashland, Oregon, a slim, white- 

haired lady past seventy years of age de­
scended from a big gray interurban bus. 
Her arm straightened under the weight of 
a square black book bag. As she called 
from house to house her course led to our 
home; but before she had time to reach 
the door mother swung it open and invited

her in. The neighbors had been talking, 
and mother was curious. Some had laughed 
and made fun of the strange message, but 
mother listened intently and took a sub­
scription for The Watchtower.

Mother’s curiosity had paved the way, 
and regularly she read the magazine to 
me as I went off to sleep at night. About 
a year later, in 1935, I listened to a radio 
broadcast by J. F. Rutherford from Wash­
ington, D.C. How stimulating it was to 
hear of the earthly blessings in store for 
the “great multitude” ! I began to see the 
need of making a dedication and getting 
baptized. After having symbolized my ded­
ication by water immersion, I worked hard 
as a sixty-hour-a-month publisher.

When the circuit servant visited us he 
was accompanied by his pioneer family. 
They all lived and talked the pioneer serv­
ice. It was just what I needed. With their 
example and encouragement, I decided to
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make the pioneer work my purpose in life.
It was in April of 1938, with my phono­

graph and book bag in the newspaper car­
rier of my bicycle, that I began to pioneer 
in the rural territory around home. When 
the circuit servant and his family came 
around again, I joined his son and another 
group of young pioneer brothers. Invigor­
ating experiences followed as we placed 
enormous quantities of literature dur­
ing the six-books-for-a-dollar campaign, 
worked isolated territory and helped to 
build up spiritually many new publishers 
in these isolated places.

Of course, things were not always as 
rosy as that. In Arizona placements were 
poor and we had to go to work part time 
picking cotton to have enough money for 
food. Then came strong persecution in the 
early forties. In Prescott, mobsters de­
stroyed our Kingdom Hall. Months later 
when we returned, a mob formed and a 
bloody fight ensued. With things like that 
taking place, my parents became anxious 
about me; so, saying good-by to the others, 
I made a 1,140-mile bicycle trip that took 
seven days, to arrive home and continue 
in the pioneer service there.

After three years in the regular pioneer 
work the Society invited me to be a special 
pioneer in Pomona, California, where I had 
been raised. I found many old acquaint­
ances, and that made it easier to work. 
Our group of five found much interest and 
soon formed a congregation.

Up to this time I had been interested in 
Bethel service and was hoping to be called 
to work there. Instead, I received an in­
vitation to attend the first class of Gilead. 
What a mixed feeling! What is Gilead? 
Where will I be going? Will I like it and 
can I take it? It did not take long until 
I knew. Gilead is a blessing from Jehovah. 
I was sent to Brazil, and I immensely enjoy 
the missionary life. It has been filled with
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good experiences and I have found many 
sincere friends.

When I graduated, the war was on and 
transportation was difficult. The Society 
tried hard for two years to get me per­
mission for permanent residence in my as­
signment, but after all seemed to fail I 
came to Brazil to try. This period of time 
after graduation was filled with experi­
ences of lasting value. Part of the time 
I was learning printing in the Society’s 
factory and the rest of the time was spent 
in circuit work in the Middle West and in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

The trip to Brazil had its ups and downs. 
On one occasion we had to help the cap­
tain get his plane out of the mud. He had 
run off the gravel runway and got stuck. 
With six of us tugging at the tail while 
he raced the motors, we got it back on the 
gravel and soon were away to Rio de 
Janeiro and the end of the four-day trip.

On arrival I went to work in the Branch 
factory, where I worked in various de­
partments for nine years. While working 
on the printing press there was little time 
to converse with others, but I studied at 
night to learn the language. In the local 
congregation I was assigned first as school 
servant and later as congregation servant. 
How abundant Jehovah’s spiritual blessing 
has been here! When I arrived here, Rio 
de Janeiro and Sao Paulo each had just 
one congregation. Today there are scores 
of units. In preparing for the district as­
sembly in Sao Paulo I have before me a 
list of forty-four units that will be con­
tacted in order to furnish rooms for our 
brothers from the interior. Certainly, here 
is evidence that I have seen with my own 
eyes of the fulfillment of Jehovah’s prom­
ise, in Isaiah 60:22, to make the little one 
become a thousand!

Ever since my arrival I have had to put 
up a fight to stay in the country. Certain 
elements worked to have me removed from
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the country, thinking that the phenomenal 
increase in the numbers of Jehovah’s wit­
nesses was due to the Branch manager. On 
several occasions the newspapers went so 
far as to announce my deportation. Despite 
the hate shown from some quarters, there 
were fair-minded officials who came to my 
rescue, and not a few accepted Bible stud­
ies as a result of written arguments and 
the witness given them by the Society’s 
lawyer and me. It is often true that when 
one has to work hard to retain something, 
he appreciates it more, and that has been 
true of my assignment in Brazil.

Five years ago I married a missionary 
sister and went into the district work here 
in Brazil. There have been many fine ex­
periences that have brought us content­
ment and real happiness as we have 
pursued our purpose in life here in our 
missionary assignment. For instance, while 
I was helping a publisher in the training 
program we placed a book. On the return 
call we found the family toting their im­
ages, rosaries and pictures of saints to the 
junk heap. They realized that they had 
found the truth. Within just a few months 
they dedicated themselves to Jehovah and 
started out in his service. That is typical 
of the experiences we enjoy here.

What a thrill it was, on visiting an area 
isolated from contact with modern civiliza­
tion, to find sixty new brothers bubbling 
over with enthusiasm for the truth! Al­
though they had been in the truth less 
than, a year, they were already studying 
with dozens of other persons of good will. 
Their hearts overflowed with gratitude to 
Jehovah for having sent someone to give 
a baptism talk. Over a hundred people were 
present, and eighteen were immersed.

Surely you will agree that it would be 
a grand privilege for anyone to visit a 
sleepy old city of 14,000 inhabitants with 
the Kingdom message, wake them up with 
hundreds of invitations to the film “The
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Happiness of the New World Society,” and 
then have 2,600 of them present in the 
public square the first night! That was a 
privilege I had, and my joy was increased 
over and over again when two more show­
ings of the Society’s films there brought 
the total attendance up to 4,445.

Oh, yes, there is opposition here too. But 
the common people resent the long and op­
pressive clerical rule. The clergy still have 
strong influence in the official realm, but 
the common people welcome the relief 
from religious superstition that a knowl­
edge of the Bible brings them.

This was very evident in the picturesque 
village of Three Stores, located in the hills 
near the Argentine border. One day a sol­
dier who had come in contact with the 
truth came home on furlough. He put his 
Bible and study book to good use and 
talked about the Kingdom, and a congre­
gation began to take shape. The local 
church began to lose its members, to the 
extent of diminishing from a hundred and 
fifty to ten. How did it happen? Well, just 
as Jehovah sent Peter to Caesarea to find 
Cornelius, so here he sent a foreign mis­
sionary to find another soldier like Cor­
nelius and to help him in his service to 
God. Of course, the local clergy did not 
like it, and when I came they cut the elec­
tric light wires to interrupt our showing 
of the Society’s film and they put the po­
lice on our trail. But the police liked the 
film so well that they got on the trail of 
those who cut the wires.

The joys and experiences of missionary 
service were crowned for me last summer 
when I was able to attend the Divine Will 
International Assembly in New York city. 
For eight years I had been unable to step 
out of the country for fear of not being 
allowed to return, but relief came, and I 
was present in New York to receive the 
sound Scriptural instruction given. It in­
fused me with new life and greater de-
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termination to stay on the job. The assem­
bly made me realize more than ever before 
how much the New World society is doing 
to care for its members and to prepare 
them for the coming storm of Armaged­
don. It helped me to appreciate my assign­
ment and to continue to pursue with vigor 
my purpose in life.

It was impressing to me to see what a 
good influence the assembly had on New 
Yorkers. One day I was stopped by a store 
manager who inquired what it is that 
makes Jehovah’s witnesses so clean-cut, 
neat and polite. A little while later, right 
in the middle of the traffic, a priest from 
a local Catholic university brought his car 
next to mine and, leaning out the window, 
politely complimented Jehovah’s witnesses 
on being such an orderly people and such

© When the book From Paradise Lost to Para­
dise Regained says, on page 229, that faithful 
servants of Jehovah who die now “will be 
brought back in the ‘resurrection of life' to get 
the same blessings that the people who live 
through Armageddon will receive,” does it 
mean that they will marry and share in ful­
filling the procreation mandate?— F. B., U.S.A.

The statement referred to, which speaks of 
the prospects that await dedicated, baptized 
and faithful witnesses of Jehovah who have 
the hope for life on earth, means that they 
will get the blessings that the Scriptures say 
they are entitled to. There is nothing in the 
Scriptures to indicate that they will marry 
and participate in fulfilling the procreation 
mandate. Jesus said, as recorded at Luke 20:35: 
“Those who have been counted worthy of gain­
ing that system of things and the resurrection 
from the dead neither marry nor are given in 
marriage.” This applies also to those who died
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a good influence on the people of the city, 
and he invited us to return to New York. 
Whether we return before Armageddon or 
not, the assembly served the purpose of 
making me better equipped for New World 
living.

It was generous of the brothers to make 
it possible for the Society to give me the 
assistance to be there, and that generosity 
and the Society’s spiritual and material 
provisions make it possible for me and 
others to continue working for the ex­
pansion of Jehovah’s pure worship in this 
country. All the thanks I have to give can 
best be expressed in the form of an invita­
tion for you to come and join me in a for­
eign assignment and have a joyful and 
theocratic purpose in life as a pioneer.

before Christ appeared in the presence of God 
to present the value of his human sacrifice in 
behalf of his faithful followers here on earth; 
so it includes those faithful ones from Abel 
to John the Baptist.

Consequently a woman who has been made 
a widow by the death of her husband now be­
fore Armageddon is not obligated to wait for 
his resurrection from the dead after Armaged­
don. She is free to remarry whom she wants, 
only in the Lord, and to bring forth children 
by her new husband. Death dissolves the mar­
riage tie, as Romans 7:1-3 shows.

© Is it all right for Christians to resort to 
sterilization to avoid childbirth?

W e can be guided in this matter by the prin­
ciple that is set down in the law of God given 
through Moses. W e know that if any member 
of the priestly family of Aaron had broken 
testicles he could not serve as a priest; also, 
no person sexually mutilated could enter into 
the congregation of Jehovah. And God so cared 
for the procreative organs of the male that if 
any woman took part in a fight between her 
husband and another man and reached out 
and grabbed that man by his privates to dis­
able him, she was to have her hand cut off. 
(Lev. 21:17-20; Deut. 23:1 ; 25:11, 12) So if God
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was concerned about the procreative powers of 
his typical people of Israel, he must likewise 
be so about those of his spiritual Israelites, 
because he authorizes them to be parents and 
bring up offspring in the fear of God.

If anyone was sexually sterilized before com­
ing to a knowledge of the truth and he sur­
vived Armageddon, it would require a miracle 
from God through Christ the King of mankind 
to enable such sterilized person to take part 
then in fulfilling the procreation mandate.

There are several other methods used today 
to avoid parenthood, and on these the Society 
remains silent, leaving each married couple to 
make their own decision. (See The Watchtower, 
March 1, 1951, page 159; April 1,1953, page 222.) 
However, it is absolutely wrong for a person 
to think that in order to stay free for the 
Kingdom service and avoid family responsibili­
ties in the way of children he is justified in 
getting himself sexually sterilized. If he is so 
desirous of avoiding family responsibilities, 
then let him stay single, and thus, as Jesus 
said, make himself a eunuch for the sake of 
God’s kingdom. (Matt. 19:12) A  person who 
has himself sterilized does an injustice to his 
marriage partner who may at some time want 
and be entitled to children. He may think he 
is thus making himself free from trials and 
temptation by the Devil in this respect, but he 
is exposing himself to other trials and tempta­

tions in this very same respect. It is best to 
live a normal life with all the powers and 
faculties God has given a creature physically.

If one was sterilized before understanding 
the truth, then let him draw comfort from  
Isaiah 56:3-7.

•  Who was the father of Shealtiel? The Bible 
account at Matthew 1:12 says his father was 
Jechoniah, while Luke 3:27 says Neri. How 
can these two genealogies be harmonized? 
— H. H., U.S.A.

On page 130 of the book “Your Will Be Done 
on Earth” it is correctly stated: “But before 
finally merging in King David, the ancestral 
lines of Joseph and Mary meet in Zerubbabel 
and his father Shealtiel.” As Matthew says, 
Shealtiel was the direct son of King Jecho­
niah or Jehoiachin. How, then, was he the son 
of Neri? He was the son of Neri also because 
he married Neri’s daughter and became in re­
ality the son-in-law of Neri. The Hebrews, how­
ever, spoke of a son-in-law as a son, just as 
Joseph the direct son of Jacob is spoken of by 
Luke as a son of Heli because Joseph married 
Heli’s daughter Mary.— Luke 3:23.

It is interesting to note in this connection 
that in Luke 3:27 the Cambridge manuscript of 
Beza, which is designated by the international 
symbol “D,” reads: “the son of Jechoniah,” 
not Neri.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FIELD MINISTRY

The Bible-study aid “Your Will Be Done on 
Earth” and a booklet will be offered by Jeho­
vah’s witnesses in their ministry during July, 
on a contribution of 50c. Congregations 
throughout the world will endeavor to cover all 
their territory with this offer during the next 
three months, so people everywhere will have 
the opportunity to obtain the book.

JOIN THE THRONGS IN ASSEMBLY 
THIS SUMMER!

“When God Speaks Peace to All Nations” is 
the title of the featured talk at the 1959 Awake 
Ministers District Assemblies. All together, four 
days of vital information have been arranged 
for by the Watch Tower Society that will be 
shared by thousands of active ministers and

those with whom they are studying the Bible, 
as well as other persons who are of good will 
toward Jehovah God and his new world of 
righteousness. You will want to join these; thou­
sands in attendance throughout the United 
States and Canada at the convention city near­
est you. In spite of world conditions and a 
threatening future, there is real hope for those 
who put their trust in God’s provision. Hear it 
discussed at any one of the assemblies sched­
uled. For details write W ATCHTOW ER CON­
VENTION, 117 Adams St., Brooklyn 1, N . Y .

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS 
August 16: Keeping Kingdom Interests First.

Page 396.
August 23: Resisting Entanglement with This

World’s Interests. Page 401.


