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ARE YOU  
S P IR IT U A L L Y

ALIVE?
J i l l  PERSON who is dead is not ca­
pable of activity; yet Jesus said on an 
occasion: “Let the dead bury their 
dead.” (Luke 9:60) Why did he make 
this statement? He knew well enough 
that dead bodies cannot bury other dead 
bodies. He knew that dead persons can­
not even think, let alone do work. So 
how can the dead bury the dead?

The explanation is in the fact that a 
person can be physically alive but spiritu­
ally dead. This was pointed out by the 
apostle Paul in his letter to the Ephesians: 
“Furthermore, it is you God made alive 
though you were dead in your trespasses 
and sins.” And to the Romans he said they 
should present themselves “ to God as those 
alive from the dead.” (Eph. 2:1; Rom. 
6:13) A transformation came over those 
people when they became Christians. For­
merly they disregarded the laws of God 
and were indifferent to his service. They 
were spiritually dead. From that dead state 
of inactivity they were made spiritually 
alive. Evidence of their aliveness was the 
good fruit they brought forth to the glory 
of God in the form of a growing number

There are many persons in Christendom 
who firmly believe they are spiritually 
alive because they regularly read the Bible 
and attend church. But where is the ac­
tivity that should be evidence of their 
aliveness? In what way are they using the 
knowledge they gain from Bible reading? 
Can sitting in a church once a week be 
considered as Christian activity? Can it 
bring forth the same good fruit that was 
produced by the first-century Christians?

The well-known clergyman Dr. Robert J. 
McCracken of the Riverside Church in New 
York city bemoaned the lack of Christian 
activity among many of Christendom’s 
churchgoers. He said: “In too many minds 
religion is identified exclusively with re­
ligious exercises, prayer, Bible reading,

of Christians. church attendance. Overlooked is the fact
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that religion is, first and foremost, the 
glorifying of God amid the everyday activ­
ities of life. The world is the place where 
religion needs to be seen in action.”

But what must the action be? Is it par­
ticipation in political and civic activities? 
Is it activity in church socials? Is it the 
building of hospitals or engaging in tem­
perance and reform movements? Is it oper­
ating a gambling booth at a church bazaar? 
Are these the activities that make a per­
son spiritually alive in the eyes of God and 
that bring forth good fruit to his glory? 
There can be but one answer and that is 
an emphatic No!

The early Christians were productive of 
Christian fruits because they preached the 
things they had learned. Preaching the 
truths of the Scriptures is essential for 
spiritual aliveness. It is a Scriptural re­
quirement: “For with the heart one ex­
ercises faith for righteousness, but with 
the mouth one makes public declaration 
for salvation.” “All your works will laud 
you, O Jehovah, and your men of loving­
kindness will bless you. About the glory 
of your kingship they will talk, and about 
your mightiness they will speak, to make 
known to the sons of men his mighty acts 
and the glory of the splendor of his king- 
ship.”—Rom. 10:10; Ps. 145:10-12.

Public declaration of the good news of 
God’s kingdom, of His purposes and of the 
many enlightening truths of his Word is 
the activity a Christian must engage in. 
Christ set the example by engaging in that 
activity himself. He expected his followers 
to do the same. In fact, they were com­
manded to “ follow his steps closely.” (IPet. 
2:21) To the twelve apostles Jesus said: 
“As you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom 
of the heavens has drawn near.’ ” And to 
Peter and Andrew he said: “Come after 
me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
—Matt. 10:7; 4:19.

Brooklyn, N .Y .

When Jesus demonstrated how to be­
come “ fishers of men” he did not do what 
a clergyman in Muskegon, Michigan, did. 
After giving a sermon based upon this 
statement by Jesus the clergyman led about 
thirty-five parishioners outside, where they 
spent the morning fishing through the ice. 
Jesus, on the other hand, led his disciples 
into the field ministry. There he demon­
strated how they could publicly preach the 
good things they had learned. He was help­
ing them to be spiritually alive through 
Christian activity. Can as much be said 
for that clergyman in Michigan?

The question, “Are you spiritually  
alive?” is a very serious one. It should be 
given careful thought by all who claim to 
be Christian. Merely stating that you be­
lieve in God and Christ and merely being 
a church attender does not mean you are 
spiritually alive. Neither does it mean you 
are a Christian. There must be action that 
gives proof of your faith. The Bible writer 
James said: “But do you care to know, 
O empty man, that faith apart from works 
is inactive? Indeed, as the body without 
breath is dead, so also faith without works 
is dead.”—Jas. 2:20,26.

It is activity in the Christian ministry 
that gives proof of your faith and of your 
spiritual aliveness. When Jesus said: “Let 
the dead bury their dead,” he went on to 
point out how spiritual aliveness is con­
nected with the ministry by saying: “but 
you go away and declare abroad the king­
dom of God.” (Luke 9:60) Is this what 
you are doing? If not, how can you claim 
to be spiritually alive? How can you say 
you are following in Christ’s steps?

Whether your existence is divinely ter­
minated or divinely extended for eternity 
depends upon your obedience to God, your 
faith and your spiritual activity that gives 
proof of your faith. Only by being spiritu­
ally alive can you hope to be physically 
alive eternally.

SReWATCHTOWER



“P a y  c o n s t a n t  a t t e n t io n  t o  y o u r s e l f  a n d
TO YOUR TEACHING. STAY BY THESE THINGS, FOR 
BY DOING THIS YOU WILL SAVE BOTH YOURSELF 
AND THOSE WHO LISTEN TO YOU.”----1 T lM . 4 :1 6 .

0OING the divine will and sticking to 
this course is the only worth-while 
work. In the time of Jesus Christ it 
was recognizable that this teacher was do­

ing a worth-while work. He was awake to 
his privileges of service. He was preaching 
the good news of Jehovah’s kingdom. He 
knew that that was the divine will. He 
stuck to his work from the time of his 
baptism in the river Jordan by John until 
his death. He preached incessantly. He 
taught diligently. He healed the sick both 
in mind and in body. He found many faith­
ful Jews who would be his disciples. He 
kept his twelve apostles close to him and 
trained them daily, and he showed them 
how to stick to their divinely given work 
of preaching the Kingdom good news. 
These faithful Jews were looking for the 
Messiah, and now they had found him in 
Christ Jesus and they stayed with him.

2 There were many other per­
sons that recognized Jesus’ devo­
tion to Jehovah. One in particular 
was a rich man who said: “Teach­
er, what good must I do in order 
to get everlasting life?” (Matt. 
19:16) How many millions of peo­
ple have asked that same ques­
tion since then? Living is such a 
natural desire. One does not want 
to die. Jesus had often demon­
strated that he had the power to 
give people a more abundant life. 
He healed the sick, he opened the 
blind eyes, he even raised the 
dead from the tombs. He spoke of 
everlasting life as being within 
their reach and said that it could 
easily be had if people would only 
follow him and live according to 
his teachings. This particular rich 
man had observed the Ten Com­

mandments from his youth up, but just how 
could he get the eternal life he desired? Je­
sus told him: “If, though, you want to enter 
into life, observe the commandments con­
tinually.” (Matt. 19:17) To the query, 
“Which ones?” Jesus continued: “ ‘Why, 
You must not murder, You must not com­
mit adultery, You must not steal, You must 
not bear false witness, Honor your father 
and your mother, and, You must love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ The young man said 
to him: ‘I have kept all these; what yet am 
I lacking?’ Jesus said to him: ‘If you want 
to be complete, go sell your belongings and 
give to the poor and you will have treasure 
in heaven, and come be my follower.’ When 
the young man heard this saying, he went 
away grieved, for he was holding many 
possessions.”—Matt. 19:18-22.

3 This grieved rich man was told: “Sell

1. What is the only worth-while work, and how did 
Jesus and the apostles demonstrate this?

2, 3. (a) How did Jesus answer the rich young man 
who asked him what good he must do in order to get 
everlasting life? (b) Wherein lay the real secret in 
gaining everlasting life, and why did Jesus counsel him 
to ‘sell his belongings' ?
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your belongings and give to the poor.” 
What a price to pay for life! But is one’s 
life not worth it? However, there was more 
to it than just that. Did he hear what the 
Great Teacher of the divine will said in 
addition: “Be my follower” ? That was the 
real secret in getting everlasting life. First 
of all, do not be burdened down with the 
cares of this world, so that you can walk 
unburdened in the footsteps of Jesus 
Christ, preaching the good news of the 
kingdom of the heavens. Certainly if one 
were occupied with preaching the good 
news he would not have time for the care 
of so many possessions as this rich man 
had. Neither then, nor now, could a true 
follower of Christ Jesus be burdened down 
with so many cares of this old world. If it 
was necessary for the rich man to dispose 
of his possessions and follow Christ nine­
teen hundred years ago to be a Christian, 
how much more is it true now that an in­
dividual who wants to follow Christ Jesus 
and do Kingdom work must free himself 
of the anxieties of this present way of liv­
ing? Christ is no longer with us on earth 
to give us personal counsel, but Jehovah 
God has seen to it that his words and those 
of his faithful followers were written down 
for the admonition and the learning of 
us upon whom the end of this system of 
things would come.

4 The Scriptures show us that Christ has 
come the second time, invisibly, and when 
Jesus gave the Revelation to John he 
pointed out that he, Christ Jesus, was to 
come also as a thief just before the battle 
of God Almighty, known as Armageddon. 
Jesus expects that at that time those who 
have declared themselves to be Christians 
will be on duty and be awake and on 
guard, watching their Kingdom duties. He 
has the right to expect them to be walking 
in his footsteps, doing the same thing he
4. What does Christ expect of his followers when he 
makes his thieflike return, and what does that mean 
for them ?

Brooklyn, N. Y.
advised the rich man to do, “be my follow­
er.” Being a Christian is a full-time occu­
pation, no vacation periods, no change of 
religion, no stopping for a while. When 
one really walks in the footsteps of Christ 
Jesus he will not give all his time to the 
commercial business of life. The Christian 
wants to please the one who called him to 
be his disciple and that means giving Christ 
and his work first attention.

3 Paul put the matter very plainly and 
forcefully, saying that Christians are em­
ployed in Christ’s service as soldiers. All 
Christians must be single-minded. They 
must look to and obey the one who called 
them to be soldiers. Being in Christ’s em­
ploy and following him, there is only one 
thing they can do: “As a right kind of 
soldier of Christ Jesus take your part in 
suffering evil. No man serving as a soldier 
involves himself in the commercial busi­
nesses of life, in order that he may meet the 
approval of the one who enrolled him as a 
soldier.” (2 Tim. 2:3,4) A soldier of Christ 
Jesus does not and can not divide his in­
terests. He does not try to run a selfish 
commercial business and at the same time 
be a soldier. When one is hired as a soldier, 
that is his work, and when one is assigned 
to guard the interests of the king he does 
not go to sleep. The Christian stays in his 
assignment. He is awake to his responsi­
bilities. Paul, the former Saul of Tarsus, 
knew what it meant to be a soldier. When 
Saul was sent out to persecute the Chris­
tians he had an assignment and did it. 
He followed out orders. When he was con­
verted to be a follower of Christ Jesus and 
was named Paul he also determined to be 
a right kind of soldier in the Christian 
army, putting on the full suit of armor 
provided by God, suffering any trials or 
difficulties that would arise because of be-
5. (a) In what way does the apostle Paul illustrate the 
position of those who are active in Christ’s service? 
(b) What experiences had Paul had that helped him 
appreciate what it meant to be a soldier, and how 
should we view the matter today?

SHeWATCHTOWER.
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ing a soldier. If to be a Christian in the 
days of Paul it was necessary to be a faith­
ful and alert soldier, certainly today noth­
ing less is required. Jesus stated it so clear­
ly to the rich man, “Sell your belongings 
. . .  be my follower” ; and Paul made it 
just as plain when he said: “No man serv­
ing as a soldier involves himself in the 
commercial businesses of life.”  So how 
should one who calls himself a Christian 
today look at the matter? Not differently. 
He should stay by the things he has learned, 
be an honest follower, not a hypocrite.

NO CHANGE IN REQUIREMENTS TODAY

6 Today a Christian must be just as faith­
ful and devoted to his call to service as 
Christ was to his, the apostles were to 
theirs and the early Christians to theirs. 
There is no difference in the requirements 
for Christians today. They must still stay 
awake and be alert on duty and carry out 
their responsibilities. True, this generation 
is far removed from the days of Christ, 
nineteen hundred years in fact. The ways 
of living have changed. The ideas and phi­
losophies of men and the customs of the 
people have proved to be quite different. 
Christendom has moved along with the 
times and does not want to be old-fashioned. 
Too many clergymen of today have become 
modernists and have rejected the Bible, 
saying that the story of Noah and the crea­
tion of Adam and Eve are just myths, and 
that Christ’s dying on the torture stake 
was not necessary for salvation. The simple 
faith of Christ Jesus and of the disciples 
of Christ is a thing wanting throughout 
all Christendom. But the Bible has not 
changed since the days of the apostles. The 
divine will has not changed for the Chris­
tian. Jehovah is not one to change. His 
truth remains forever! So today to be a
6. In spite of the changes in the ways of living and the 
religious practices of the world, what can be said of 
the divine requirements for our day, but what is sadly 
lacking in Christendom?

7
Christian, one must “be my follower.” 
Paul was one, but the rich man went away 
grieved at how to be one. Paul spoke of 
a falling away that would take place. He 
said that “the inspired utterance says defi­
nitely that in later periods of time some 
will fall away from the faith.” (1 Tim. 4:1) 
Today that great falling away from walk­
ing in the footsteps of Christ Jesus is at 
its height. It was so important for Paul 
to say to the Christians of his time: “Pay 
constant attention to yourself and to your 
teaching. Stay by these things, for by do­
ing this you will save both yourself and 
those who listen to you.” This is even more 
applicable today. No individual professing 
to be a Christian can brush aside the teach­
ings of Christ. The Holy Bible is God’s 
Word. Jesus believed it and lived it. Every 
professed follower of his must pay constant 
attention to himself and to Christ’s teach­
ings so that he may stay awake to his priv­
ileges of service.

7 Nineteen hundred years after Jesus 
introduced the wonderful message of the 
kingdom of the heavens it must still be 
preached. It is still the only hope for 
mankind. Jesus taught his followers to 
pray: “Let your kingdom come. Let your 
will come to pass, as in heaven, also upon 
earth.” (Matt. 6:10) While Christendom 
repeats these words in chant and song 
and sometimes in read prayers, her reli­
gionists do not believe it. If they did 
they would preach it. True followers of 
Christ Jesus—and Jehovah’s witnesses 
prove to be such—are still preaching the 
good news of God’s kingdom as the only 
hope for mankind and they believe it with 
all their heart, mind, soul and strength, and 
they are on the watch as to the time when 
God’s established kingdom with all its pow­
erful heavenly force will strike at Arma-
7. (a) What vital message is this the time to preach, 
and how has Christendom failed in this respect? 
(b) How do true followers of Christ Jesus feel about 
God’s kingdom, its establishment and their obligation in 
relation to it ?

SEeWATCHTOWER
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geddon. As Christians Jehovah’s witnesses 
feel their responsibility to look after their 
Kingdom preaching, not just to the end of 
the times of the Gentiles, but to the end 
of all the nations of the Devil’s organi­
zation. Whether the world of mankind will 
take time to find out the importance of 
the day in which they are living or not, 
makes no difference. Christ Jesus has come 
into his kingdom. By him Jehovah reigns. 
God’s kingdom rules! And the reason the 
religionists of Christendom have not been 
declaring his good news is that they are 
asleep. The warning of the world’s end as 
being near has been given around the 
world, and especially in Christendom. We 
are living in the last days of this system 
of things and Jehovah’s witnesses, being 
true to their assignment, have let the 
world know in all principal languages that 
God’s kingdom rules and the world’s end 
is near. Christendom is not left ignorant 
of the times in which we are living.

8 The apostles of Christ Jesus were very 
much concerned about the times and the 
condition of world affairs when Christ 
would make his second appearance. But 
Christendom and its religious leaders do 
not show interest in this matter. “While 
[Jesus] was sitting upon the mount of 
Olives, the disciples approached him pri­
vately, saying: ‘Tell us, When will these 
things be, and what will be the sign of 
your presence and of the consummation of 
the system of things?’ ” (Matt. 24:3) Jesus 
described clearly the conditions that would 
exist in the world when the whole system 
of things would be ending together in a 
“consummation.” It would not be going 
down in little bits of pieces, or sections, 
but this combined ending would “come in 
upon all those dwelling upon the face of 
all the earth.” In the very days of the ‘end-
8. (a) What interest demonstrated by the apostles of 
Christ Jesus has Christendom failed to show? (b) In 
what manner will this old world come to its end, but 
what work did Jesus say would be done first?

Brooklyn, N .Y .

ing together of the system of things,’ Je­
sus said, “this good news of the kingdom 
will be preached in all the inhabited earth 
for the purpose of a witness to all the na­
tions, and then the accomplished end will 
come.”—Matt. 24:14.

8 Jesus gave a composite sign, showing 
many things that would occur, nation ris­
ing against nation, kingdom against king­
dom, food shortage, earthquakes in one 
place after another, all of these things to­
gether being the “beginning of pangs of 
distress.” As far as real Christians are con­
cerned, he stated: “Then people will de­
liver you up to tribulation and will kill you, 
and you will be hated by all the nations 
on account of my name.” (Matt. 24:9) 
How true this has been! But despite the 
hatred, Jehovah’s witnesses have been 
alert, awake, on guard and have seen to 
it that God’s kingdom was preached and 
that the warning was given to Christendom 
and to all the world of mankind concerning 
these last days. They have not slowed 
down in this announcement either, nor will 
they do so until the accomplished end 
comes.

“ Jehovah’s witnesses do not want to 
find themselves asleep just before the com­
plete end when, all together, this system 
of things will go down. They appreciate 
what Christ Jesus said, at Revelation 16: 
15: “ I am coming as a thief. Happy is the 
one that stays awake and keeps his outer 
garments, that he may not walk naked 
and people look upon his parts of shame.” 
Being awake, taking care of one’s respon­
sibilities and preaching the good news right 
up to the complete end at the battle of Ar­
mageddon is an essential thing for a Chris­
tian. The December 15, 1958, issue of
9. What things that Jesus said would mark the “be­
ginning of pangs of distress" have we seen fulfilled 
in our day, and, despite the world’s hatred, what course 
of action have Jehovah’s witnesses taken?
10. When is it that Revelation 16:15 has its fulfillment, 
and why do you so answer?

SfieWATCHTOWER
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Watchtower gives the reader a clear and 
detailed explanation of this text and shows 
without question that it is just prior to the 
battle of Armageddon when this scripture 
has its fulfillment. As the context shows, 
the three unclean inspired expressions that 
looked like frogs coming out of the mouth 
of the dragon, the mouth of the wild beast 
and the mouth of the false prophet are in 
fact “expressions inspired by demons” and 
have a lot to say. With all of this talk 
they “go forth to the kings of the entire 
inhabited earth, . . . And they gathered 
them together to the place that is called 
in Hebrew Har-Magedon.” It is when this 
great gathering work reaches its peak for 
this final battle that Christ Jesus comes 
“as a thief,” showing great interest in 
those who are on guard duty in his temple 
organization. It is at the same time when 
this system of things in all its wickedness 
has been gathered together for the purpose 
of being brought to a complete end at the 
“war of the great day of God the Al­
mighty” that this scripture finds applica­
tion. While this gathering of the nations 
is going on, Jehovah’s gathered people, the 
remnant and the other sheep, hear Christ 
Jesus say, “Look!” Yes, he gains their at­
tention and they hear him say: “ I am com­
ing as a thief. Happy is the one that stays 
awake and keeps his outer garments, that 
he may not walk naked and people look 
upon his parts of shame.”—Rev. 16:15.

CHRISTENDOM ASLEEP

11 It is a terrible thing for a person to be 
indifferent toward his privilege of service, 
his assignment as a guard within the spir­
itual temple of Jehovah, and to be found 
asleep. He deserves to be beaten, stripped 
of his garments and have people look upon 
his shame.
11. What happens to those who are indifferent toward 
their service within Jehovah’s spiritual temple?

9

12 The newspaper The Advocate, which is 
the official publication of the Roman Cath­
olic Archdiocese of Newark and of the Dio­
cese of Paterson in New Jersey, had some­
thing to say under the heading “Arise, Ye 
Who Sleep,” and in this article we can see 
just how sleepy Christendom is and how 
religionists are not alert to the signs of 
the times, nor to the presence of Christ 
Jesus, nor to the preaching of the good 
news. But this paper also recognizes that 
there is a group that is wide awake and 
filled with fiery zeal and that there is no 
complacency or indifference among them. 
The Advocate says:

When we went to school and studied our 
catechism, we learned that there are three 
divisions to the Catholic Church: (1) The 
Church Triumphant; (2) The Church Suf­
fering; and (3) The Church Militant. With 
a great deal of justification we might add 
a fourth division and call it the Church Dor­
mant or the Church Complacent. The peo­
ple who make up this group are men and 
women who should in fact be members of 
the Church Militant, but who seemingly 
have forgotten the meaning of the word. 
They are apparently asleep at the switch 
and nothing seems to bother them. . . . The 
fantastic story of the Jehovah’s Witnesses 
attracted world-wide attention during their 
recent convention in New York. Here was 
a group of religious-minded people who 
numbered about 800,000 throughout the en­
tire world. Their doctrine is weird and 
strange. But they managed to get 250,000 
members to their convention. Most people 
cannot understand what it is that attracts 
these people, but the fact remains that 
there is something which brings out this 
phenomenal attendance.

What they do have is a fiery zeal; there 
is no complacency or indifference among 
them, and sacrifice does not deter them. 
Every one of these people pledges himself 
to work 12 hours a week at the conversion 
of his fellow men.

If we had such zeal and perseverance 
among the rank and file of our Catholic

12, 13. What recently published statements show how 
sleepily indifferent Christendom is to the presence of 
Christ Jesus, in contrast to the fiery zeal and wakeful­
ness of those who are true Christian witnesses?
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people, we could transform the face of the 
earth. A  famous Catholic preacher once 
said: “Judged by human, business stand­
ards, the Catholic Church is a colossal 
failure. After 20 centuries two-thirds of 
the human race is still pagan.”—  

vocate,September 19, 1958.

13 The Catholic organization admits they 
are found asleep. Their unchristian naked­
ness is exposed. They are not zealous for 
God’s kingdom, nor are they putting forth 
any effort at all to preach it. And how 
about the Protestants? The Litchville 
letin of North Dakota had this listing in 

the Want Ads column of its newspaper: 
“ L o st— Over 100 members of the Luther­
an Parish. Not seen since Easter. Please 
return to the North LaMoure, Litchville, 
or Hastings Lutheran Churches on Sunday 
morning. No questions will be asked. Pas­
tor Bob Harrison.”

14 What would Christ Jesus do if he came 
to visit these Catholic and Protestant or­
ganizations, representatives of Christen­
dom? He would take off their outer gar­
ments and he would expose them and let 
the people walk naked so that others could 
see their parts of shame. But this has al­
ready been done before the eyes of true 
Christians. Christendom’s nakedness has 
been exposed to them. She has neglected 
the work and failed the people. She has 
denied the Bible. She does not teach its 
principal message, that the kingdom of the 
heavens is at hand, nor does she magnify 
the great name of the God of the universe, 
Jehovah. But so much for Christendom. 
What about the true Christians them­
selves?

15 This is no time for Christians to be lax 
and indifferent. We definitely are living in 
the last days of this system of things, and 
in the twenty-first chapter of Luke, where 
Jesus is describing in detail the composite
14. How has Christendom’s nakedness been exposed, and 
why?
15. What strong admonition, recorded at Luke 21:34-36, 
does Christ give his followers ?
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sign, he gives this very strong admonition 
to his followers. If the reader claims to be 
his follower, then listen to his words: “Pay 
attention to yourselves that your hearts 
never become weighed down with over­
eating and heavy drinking and anxieties 
of life, and suddenly that day be instantly 
upon you as a snare. For it will come in 
upon all those dwelling upon the face of 
all the earth. Keep awake, then, all the 
time making supplication that you may 
succeed in escaping all these things that 
are destined to occur, and to hold your 
position before the Son of man.” (Luke 
21:34-36) Here again, we have the ex­
pression “pay attention to yourselves.” 
Why? What could happen? One could easi­
ly be weighed down with the cares of this 
world, the eating and the drinking and the 
anxieties of life. Or, as the footnote of the 
New World Translation says: “ anxieties 
over livelihood.”

16 In the time of Jesus he admonished 
his faithful followers not to be so much 
concerned about the things of one’s liveli­
hood, “as to what you will eat or what you 
will drink, or about your bodies as to what 
you will wear.” (Matt. 6:25) They should 
be “seeking first the kingdom and his 
righteousness.” (Matt. 6:33) Is not that 
what he was telling the rich young man? 
Get rid of all these things that have made 
you rich. Give them to the poor, these 
things whereby you were making your 
livelihood, and follow me. The important 
thing is ‘seeking first the kingdom and 
God’s righteousness.’ In the prayer that 
Jesus taught his apostles to pray he said: 
“Give us today our bread for this day.” 
He did not ask for any more. With food, 
clothing and shelter we should be content, 
along with our godly devotion. So never 
be weighed down with overeating and
16. What further advice did Jesus give to aid his fol­
lowers to avoid becoming weighed down with the anxi­
eties of life, and what is the truly important matter 
for our attention ?
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heavy drinking and anxieties of life. And 
why not? If these become the important 
things in one’s life, the principal reason 
for living, as they were in the life of the 
rich man, then we are not going to have 
time for walking in the footsteps of Christ 
Jesus, following him. We cannot be a sol­
dier of Christ Jesus if it is the eating and 
drinking and the anxieties of life that we 
are interested in and if we are going to 
be weighed down with commercial busi­
nesses of life in order to get these things 
in abundance. The two do not go together.

STAYING AWAKE DURING THE CONSUMMATION

17 Describing living in these last days, in 
the twenty-first chapter of Luke, Jesus 
says the complete end will happen so sud­
denly that that day will be instantly upon 
us as a snare. Then what is going to hap­
pen? Jesus said that it will come in upon 
all those dwelling upon the face of the 
earth. He is not making any exceptions. 
So his very strong advice to the apostles 
and, of course, to Christians today was: 
“Keep awake, then, sill the time making 
supplication that you may succeed in es­
caping all these things that are destined 
to occur, and to hold your position before 
the Son of man.” Truly there is a way of 
escape from going down executed in the 
battle of the great day of God the Al­
mighty. The way of escape is in staying 
awake, living as a Christian, making sup­
plication before God. Then you may suc­
ceed in escaping all these troubles and dis­
tresses that will come upon the Devil’s 
system of things at one time, completely 
wiping it out, the political system, the re­
ligious system, the commercial system, and 
abyssing the demons who control this 
world and even the Devil himself. Being 
on guard as a Christian at God’s spiritual 
temple and staying awake there will mean,
17. What is required of each one if he is to succeed in 
escaping destruction with this present evil world?

n
too, that you will hold your approved po­
sition before the Son of man. He will pre­
serve you alive through the battle of Arma­
geddon, which destroys this present evil 
world, into God’s new world of righteous­
ness.

18 This will not be the first time that a 
world is destroyed. It happened before in 
the days of Noah, “when the patience of 
God was waiting in Noah’s days, while the 
ark was being constructed, in which a few 
people, that is, eight souls, were carried 
safely through the water.” (1 Pet. 3:20) 
Jehovah had good cause for destroying the 
people that lived in Noah’s day. They paid 
no attention to God, nor to the message 
that God had Noah preach to them con­
cerning the end of that world. But they 
were given to eating and drinking and 
having a good time, feasting, thinking of 
just themselves and their own anxieties of 
life. They were truly weighed down with 
overeating and heavy drinking. Jesus tells 
us that it would be very similar in our day 
just before the battle of Armageddon to 
what it was in Noah’s day: “For just as 
the days of Noah were, so the presence of 
the Son of man will be. For as people were 
in those days before the flood, eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day that Noah entered into the 
ark; and they took no note until the flood 
came and swept them all away, so the 
presence of the Son of man will be.” (Matt. 
24:37-39) This flood came upon all those 
dwelling upon the face of the earth during 
Noah’s day: Identical to what is going to 
happen at the battle of Armageddon. Chris­
tians cannot be asleep. Jesus said, ‘Happy 
is the one that stays awake and keeps his 
outer garments.’ Noah was not asleep as 
to his building of the ark. He kept busy at 
construction. In addition he kept preach­
ing. With him were his three sons and
18. Why was the world destroyed in Noah's day, and 
what fine example did Noah and his household set for 
those living in this time of the end ?
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their wives and Noah’s own wife; all of 
them kept busy with Noah, and when the 
flood came they were ready, they were 
awake, they were in the ark with all the 
animals and they were preserved alive out 
of the world that was, into a cleansed earth. 
Noah and his family stayed on the watch, 
worked and were ready when the rains 
came. It pays to stay awake! You do not 
lose your outer garments of God’s ministry.

19 If Noah had not stayed by the things 
that were committed into his care, he 
would not have saved himself, and others 
also, his loved ones. The only sensible thing 
to do now is stay awake and take care of 
the responsibilities that fall upon one, just 
as the early Christians did when destruc­
tion was about to befall Jerusalem. Many 
years before the destruction of Jerusalem 
in the year 70 (A.D.), the Christians had 
received warning through the prophecy 
that Jesus gave them. “Furthermore, when 
you see Jerusalem surrounded by encamped 
armies, then understand that the desolat­
ing of her has drawn near. Then let those 
in Judea begin fleeing to the mountains, 
and let those in the midst of her withdraw, 
and let those in the nearby regions not 
enter into her, because these are days for 
meting out justice that all the things writ­
ten may be fulfilled.” (Luke 21:20-22) 
Shortly after the days of Pentecost many 
persons gained a knowledge of the truth, 
dedicated themselves to Jehovah’s service 
and were baptized. In fact, in one day
3,000 persons were baptized. There must 
have been many assembly places within 
Jerusalem where God’s people met and 
studied the Word of God together and pre­
pared themselves for their preaching ac­
tivity. But all this time while they were 
studying the Bible they were on the watch, 
they were awake to the critical situations 
that were prophesied by Christ Jesus,
19. The Christians in the first century had received 
what warning about Jerusalem, and so what course did 
they pursue that demonstrated their wakefulness?
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when Jerusalem would be in for destruc­
tion. So in the year 66, when the armies 
of Rome surrounded the city, it certainly 
must have brought to their attention that 
destruction was imminent. When these ar­
mies moved away for a short season, all 
the Christians in Jerusalem fled to the 
mountains, out of the city gates, over the 
hills of Galilee, down into the Jordan val­
ley and across the river to Gilead, to the 
mountains where there was safety. When 
one is warned, why stay at the place where 
destruction is going to happen? Why be 
asleep at this crucial time, when one should 
be awake and on duty? Those early Chris­
tians were awake to their responsibilities. 
They wanted to preserve their lives so they 
could continue to preach the good news of 
the Kingdom after the destruction of Je­
rusalem. They did.

20 While Christendom is exposed to true 
Christians today because of not having on 
its outer garments, and this is due to fall­
ing asleep to Christian privileges of serv­
ice, Jehovah’s witnesses world-wide con­
tinue to preach God’s kingdom and pay 
attention to the divine will. They see to it 
that those coming within Jehovah’s sanc­
tuary for worship are clean, just as the 
guard protected the temple of Jehovah 
when on night watch to see that nothing 
unclean got in to pollute the temple or to 
steal from it. In these last days the King­
dom interests have been committed into 
the care of the “faithful and discreet slave” 
class, and now joining with them is a 
“great crowd” of “other sheep” coming 
from all nations, kindreds and tongues, 
and these, too, have been given the privi­
lege of guarding these Kingdom interests 
by preaching even to the ends of the earth. 
This great crowd now numbering well over
770,000 ministers of the Kingdom are not
20. What that demonstrates their spiritual wakefulness 
is true of Jehovah’s witnesses today?
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being weighed down by overeating and 
heavy drinking and the anxieties of this 
life. They are alerted to the fact that Christ 
Jesus will come at Armageddon as a thief, 
suddenly, instantly, and that when this 
destruction comes to the earth it will affect 
all those dwelling upon the face of the 
earth. So they keep awake, and hold their

13

position before the Son of man, guarding 
the Kingdom interests, keeping on their 
ministerial garments, showing that they 
appreciate their responsibilities. By having 
on these garments they prove that they 
have been favored by Jehovah God and 
have been retained in Jehovah’s holy serv­
ice in his sanctuary.

SEeWATCHTOWER.

I HE person that does right and 
seeks truth will come into the 

light. John the Baptist introduced the Jews 
to the one who became the “ light of the 
world.” John the Baptist “came for the 
purpose of a witness, in order to bear wit-
1. Whom do the Scriptures identify to be the “light of 
the world,” and how does this light affect the judgment 
of mankind ?

ness about the light, that 
people of all kinds might 
believe through him.” 
(John 1:7) John knew 
that the light of the 
world was Christ Jesus. 
(John 8:12) Jesus, hav­
ing instructed his disci­
ples concern ing truth, 
said to them: “You are 
the light of the world.” 
(Matt. 5:14) So true 
Christians today are the 
only light there is. Peo­
ple of all walks of life 
should exam ine them­
selves and ask them­
selves the questions, 
“ Am I afraid  o f the 
ligh t? Am I afraid  o f 
truth?” Jesus puts it 
squarely to everyone: 
“ Now this is the basis 
for judgment, that the 
light has come into the 
world but men have 
loved the darkness rath­
er than the light, fo r  

their works were wicked. For he that prac­
tices vile things hates the light and does 
not come to the light, in order that his 
works may not be reproved. But he that 
does what is true comes to the light, in 
order that his works may be made mani­
fest as having been worked in harmony 
with God.”—John 3:19-21.
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2 The rich man who came to Jesus seek­

ing life was not seeking truth. He turned 
away from the opportunity of following 
Jesus and went to look after his riches. One 
must really love truth and light in order to 
work in harmony with God. This is what 
the disciples of Christ were seeking to do, 
and Jesus said to his disciples: “Truly I say 
to you that it will be a difficult thing for 
a rich man to get into the kingdom of the 
heavens.” “When the disciples heard that, 
they expressed very great surprise, saying: 
‘Who really can be saved?’ Looking them 
in the face, Jesus said to them: ‘With men 
this is impossible, but with God all things 
are possible.’ ” (Matt. 19:23, 25, 26) One 
who does the divine will of the heavenly 
Father will find that it is possible for men 
to be saved. God makes it possible. He made 
it possible by sending his only-begotten 
Son into the world that whosoever believed 
on him and exercised faith in him might 
get everlasting life. (John 3:16) If one be­
lieves in the Son then he is going to follow 
his teaching. He is going to walk in his 
footsteps. He is going to be a minister. It 
means service, hard work, and keeping at 
it. Keeping at it means being on the watch 
continually.

3 After Jesus left his disciples and as­
cended to the heavens, the eleven faithful 
apostles along with other disciples stuck 
together and stayed on the watch. When 
Pentecost arrived the holy spirit descended 
upon them and energized them to further 
activity. From then on nothing could stop 
them. They preached. The same holy spirit 
that energized the disciples then is work­
ing on true Christians today. The same 
active force or holy spirit from God is now 
stimulating his people to go ahead with the 
work of preaching the good news. Imme­
diately after Pentecost for three and one 
half years the disciples traveled throughout
2. How is it possible for men to be saved?
3. What did Jesus’ disciples do after his ascension to
heaven ?
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Palestine preaching and gathering the rem­
nant of the Jews who were seeking the 
Messiah. After that the divine will indicat­
ed that the message of salvation should go 
to all nations, kindreds and tongues; and so 
the disciples went to Asia Minor, Greece, 
Babylon, Italy and other parts of the world.

4 The command given to Christians was: 
“Go therefore and make disciples of people 
of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the holy spirit, teaching them to observe 
all the things I have commanded you.” 
(Matt. 28:19, 20) Today nothing stops a 
real Christian from carrying out that re­
sponsibility, not even death itself. Even in 
these last days, when Christians see the 
gathering together of the great armies of 
the earth to the battle of Armageddon, 
they are not fearful, but they stay on the 
watch, looking after the things that Jeho­
vah God has put in their care. Their big 
interest is the Kingdom interest, preaching 
the good news in all the world for a wit­
ness to all nations and gathering the other 
sheep. The “faithful and discreet slave” 
class is standing upon the mountain of God 
crying out to all who have an ear to hear 
to come and to take of the “water of life” 
freely. Today hundreds of thousands of per­
sons are coming to the “mountain of Jeho­
vah,” there to learn of his laws and his 
ways. They do appreciate his undeserved 
kindness, the gift of his beloved Son, for 
through him salvation is gained. They love 
the truth, and because of this they come 
to the light, Christ Jesus, and, having 
come, they want to do the works in har­
mony with God.—Isa. 2:2-4; Rev. 22:17.

5 It is not going to be easy for a true 
Christian to stand out publicly declaring
4. (a) What things do not deter real Christians from 
carrying out the responsibility to be teachers? (b) Who 
are now coming to the mountain of Jehovah, and what 
motivates them ?
5. In the face of persecution, what did Jesus’ disciples 
continue to do, and to what right course should that 
encourage true Christians in this time?
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the good news, no more than it was for 
the early disciples, who stood in the syna­
gogues and in the public forums declaring 
the good news about the Christ, Jesus. For 
this, the Bible tells us, the disciples were 
flogged and frequently they were warned 
to quit preaching. Did the early Christians 
quit? No; for concerning the apostles it is 
reported: “Every day in the temple and 
from house to house they continued with­
out letup teaching and declaring the good 
news about the Christ, Jesus.” (Acts 5:42) 
Those apostles, though imperfect, stayed 
at their divinely assigned work. They did 
not pity themselves or make excuses for 
quitting because the going was hard. They 
were convinced that what they were doing 
was the right thing to do. Jesus did it. 
They had heard their teacher tell them 
what to do and what to say. They had the 
holy spirit backing them up now. This was 
no time for hesitancy, no time for fear. 
It was a time to keep awake and on the 
watch. It was then time to preach the good 
news of God’s kingdom, and it still is the 
time to preach, yes, now more than ever, 
because right now we are at the time when 
Christ Jesus comes as inspector of the 
guards. Happy is the one who stays awake 
and keeps his outer garments, so that he 
may not walk naked and have people look 
upon his parts of shame. Regardless of 
what Christendom does—and the evidence 
shows that Christendom has been asleep 
as far as looking after Kingdom interests 
is concerned, and has been stripped na­
ked to Christian eyes—Jehovah’s witnesses 
must and will stay awake in these last 
days of the end of this system of things 
and preach. This is the time to do the di­
vine will of gathering the “other sheep” 
from all nations, kindreds, tongues, reli­
gions and from all walks of life, rich or 
poor.—John 10:16.

15
STAYING BY THESE THINGS FOR SALVATION

6 It is so necessary for a Christian to 
stay by these things he was taught in his 
early Christian life. Paul said to Timothy: 
“Preach the word, be at it urgently in fa­
vorable season, in troublesome season.” 
(2 Tim. 4:2) Nothing may be allowed to 
separate a Christian from the love of God 
no matter how hard the opposition may be. 
It is no time to be sleepy or to relax or to 
be eating and drinking and be looking after 
the anxieties of this life. The persistence on 
the part of Christ Jesus in preaching God’s 
kingdom irritated the religious clergy of 
his day so much that they finally put him 
to death on the torture stake. They mur­
dered him! The early Christians were just 
as persistent in their preaching, and by 
threats and imprisonments the Devil’s 
crowd of that day tried to get them to stop 
declaring the good news of Christ Jesus 
that he had taught them. This failed.

7 The same religious crowd has been try­
ing to silence Christians in these last days, 
influencing the political crowd to take ac­
tion against Jehovah’s witnesses. The to­
talitarian rulers have tried brainwashing, 
concentration camps and Communist pris­
ons. The rulers have tried to break down 
the faithfulness of some of Jehovah’s wit­
nesses so that they would not continue in 
their service to God. However, when a 
Christian is determined to keep faithful 
and on the watch, all the brainwashing 
that is done will have no effect.

8 A book published in the British Isles 
in 1957, called Battle for the Mind, a Phys­
iology of Conversion and Brainwashing, 
said: “Those reported as among the best 
able to preserve their standards and beliefs 
in the German concentration camps during 
World War two were members of the sect
6. Why is it so important to stay by these things, 
and how will the old world react ?
7-9. In what ways has the world tried to break down 
the faithfulness of Jehovah’s people, but what does a 
book published in the British Isles in 1957 have to 
say about the effectiveness of their methods?
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of Jehovah’s witnesses. This pacifist reli­
gious group has many strange beliefs, but 
these were implanted with such strength 
and certainty by their religious leaders as 
to remain operative when continued debili­
tation and psychological degraduation had 
reduced most other people of the highest 
ideals, but no specific loyalties, to accept 
the very lowest conception of individual 
and group morality. A safeguard against 
conversion is indeed a burning and obses­
sive belief in some other creed or way of 
life. History shows that well indoctrinated 
and trained soldiers can be just as brave 
and stubborn as Jehovah’s witnesses.”

9 So must all of Jehovah’s witnesses be 
today, all Christians, all true followers of 
Christ Jesus. Through this singleness of 
devotion to Jehovah through Christ Jesus 
they can be saved.

10 Where do Jehovah’s witnesses gain 
this strength? Not by anything within 
themselves. It is by acquiring power from 
God. Paul told Timothy: “You, therefore, 
my child, keep on acquiring power in the 
undeserved kindness that is in connection 
with Christ Jesus, and the things you heard 
from me with the support of many witness­
es, these things commit to faithful men 
who in turn will be adequately qualified 
to teach others. As a right kind of soldier 
of Christ Jesus take your part in suffering 
evil.”—2 Tim. 2:1-3.

11 Jehovah’s witnesses must stay alert 
daily by studying God’s Word, meeting 
with Jehovah’s people in the congregations, 
going from house to house preaching the 
good news. Today the German concentra­
tion camps have long been gone, but Jeho­
vah’s witnesses remain, triumphant. The 
Communist concentration camps are still 
in operation, but Jehovah’s witnesses are
10, 11. (a) Where do Jehovah’s witnesses gain the 
strength needed to maintain exclusive devotion to Jeho­
vah God? (b) Testifying to the fact that they “stay 
by these things” in the face of severe persecution, 
where is the largest single group of Jehovah’s witnesses 
outside the United States located today?
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growing rapidly behind the Iron Curtain, 
as the Yearbook report of Jehovah’s wit­
nesses shows. The greatest single group of 
Jehovah’s witnesses outside the United 
States in any one country has been assem­
bled behind the Iron Curtain despite all 
the brainwashing, propaganda and threats 
to annihilate and destroy God’s faithful 
servants.

12 No m atter where anyone lives 
throughout the world, if he is going to re­
main a Christian and stay on the watch 
and be found faithful when Christ Jesus 
comes at Armageddon as a thief, then he 
must be paying constant attention to him­
self and to what he is teaching. The only 
way that he can do this is to stay close 
to Jehovah’s organization, study the di­
vine will and live according to it, for if 
he stays by these things and does them 
he will save himself and those who listen 
to him.

13 There is the strength of Jehovah’s or­
ganization, faith in Jehovah God, in his 
beloved Son, Christ Jesus, and in his faith­
ful promises. Christian minds must be filled 
with truth. And those who do the same 
thing that Timothy, an early Christian, 
did, ‘paying constant attention to himself 
and to his teaching, staying by these 
things, thus saving both himself and those 
who listened to him,’ will have the same 
reward as he did. It can be you, if you seek 
the Light, Christ Jesus, and do the di­
vine will! Endurance brings happiness. En­
durance brings reward. Accomplishment 
through faithful labor brings great joy and 
boundless happiness.

14 Christians today work, are awake, 
really busy preaching. Even though while 
they are doing this work it means perse­
cution for all, and death to some, still a
12, 13. To what must all who will be found faithful 
pay particular attention, and how?
14. What did Jesus say his “ food” was, and so what 
is the determination of Jehovah's witnesses now?
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Christian must always remember that Je­
sus said: “My food is for me to do the will 
of him that sent me and to finish his work.” 
(John 4:34) So right up until the very end, 
to the finish of the battle of Armageddon,

17
Jehovah’s witnesses will continue to be on 
the watch, staying awake, keeping their 
ministerial outer garments. They will stay 
at their assignment declaring the good 
news of God’s kingdom.

SEeWATCHTOWER.

THESE are strenuous 
times, treacherous.

Some people think 
they live in the peaceful 
part of the world, but 
the majority know that 
they live in a w orld 
where a war of destruction could breakout at any moment. However, all of us live 
in a world of idolaters, fornicators, mur­
derers, thieves, greedy persons, a truly de­
linquent world for young and old. So no 
matter where anyone lives he is going 
to be surrounded by difficulties. How will 
he conduct himself under these influences? 
For the Christian there is only one way. 
Paul stated it plainly when he said: “Let 
all your affairs take place with love.” 
(1 Cor. 16:14) Regardless of the other in­
dividual’s way of life, the Christian should 
deal with the other person unselfishly and 
kindly.

1. In view of the delinquent condition of the world, 
how will the Christian conduct himself ?

2 When Paul defined love in 
1 Corinthians the thirteenth 
chapter he had to compose quite 
a lengthy expression in order 
to make it comprehensive, to 
bring in everything involved in 
connection with love. He was 
defin ite that love is “ long- 

suffering and obliging. 
Love is not jealous, it 
does not brag, does not 
get puffed up.” (1 Cor. 
1 3 :4 ) An individual 
having true love will 
not lose his self-control. 
He will keep on an even 
keel. That does not 
mean a Christian could 

not be firm, strong in his decisions. No, 
for Paul said: “Stay awake, stand firm in 
the faith, carry on as men, grow mighty. 
Let all your affairs take place with love.” 
—1 Cor. 16:13,14.

3 Here is strong admonition for all those 
who are going to carry on their affairs in 
love that they stay awake and stand firm 
in the faith. There is no indefiniteness 
about that. The Christian must be a deter­
mined, positive, firm man, yet loving. He 
must feel the responsibility that goes with 
the duties of a minister of God. He is no 
weakling. He carries on like a man, like 
Christ Jesus, who “went on progressing in
2, 3. (a) How is love manifest in one’s life? (b) While 
loving, why is the Christian no weakling, and how is 
this demonstrated in the life and ministry of Jehovah's 
witnesses? (c) In spite of Paul's counsel on the need 
for wakefulness, what has happened to Christendom, 
and why?
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wisdom and in physical growth and in fa­
vor with God and men.” (Luke 2:52) While 
in the world and no part of it, just as Jesus 
was no part of the world, he is noticed be­
cause he is a publicity man, an announcer 
of the kingdom of God. But being Chris­
tian today does not mean running away 
from dangers or threats because of preach­
ing, nor does it mean compromise. The 
Christian faces all kinds of trouble, even 
if it means his death. His Christian minis­
try is his work. Nothing can stop it. He 
must finish his work, and to do that takes 
love and firmness. Jehovah’s witnesses, 
Christians in today’s world, whether be­
hind the Iron Curtain or in the neutral or 
in the Western bloc of nations, still stand 
firm in their faith, carry on as men. It is 
not easy to do, but they cannot back up 
and quit preaching because some govern­
ment authority says they must stop talk­
ing about God’s kingdom. They love that 
kingdom, they have faith in it and they 
will act like men and carry out their min­
isterial work. This they have done in the 
past year, preaching the good news. As a 
theocratic organization Jehovah’s witness­
es have been most aggressive in making 
known the kingdom of God. They fully ap­
preciate that this is a time, not for sleep, 
but for watchfulness. It is a time to be 
awake. Paul was alert and said: “ So, then, 
let us not sleep on as the rest do, but 
let us stay awake and keep our senses.” 
(1 Thess. 5:6) Christendom has admittedly 
gone to sleep, for it no longer preaches 
God’s kingdom but rather preaches that 
the United Nations is the only light of the 
world. What happened to their faith in 
Christ Jesus and his teachings? They put 
their faith in this old corrupt, dying world. 
So doing, Christendom has fallen asleep at 
the post of duty and she has been stripped 
naked, exposed to all who wish to observe 
her failure in looking after Kingdom in­
terests. She certainly has no true minis­
terial garments on.

B r o o k l y n , N . Y .

4 Paul went on further to say: “For 
those who sleep are accustomed to sleep at 
night, and those who get drunk are usually 
drunk at night. But as for us who belong 
to the day, let us keep our senses and have 
on the breastplate of faith and love and as 
a helmet the hope of salvation; because 
God assigned us, not to wrath, but to the 
acquiring of salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” (1 Thess. 5:7-9) Here again 
we see emphasized the importance love 
plays in the life of a true Christian. His 
love and faith are a protection to him. 
This helps him to keep his senses, his bal­
ance, his self-control, and to feel his re­
sponsibility. His responsibility is always 
that of being a minister of the good news 
of the kingdom of God. As a representative 
of Christ he is not given to drunkenness, 
overeating and the anxieties of life, but 
he stays on the watch and takes care of 
his very important affairs in love.

5 Paul also said: “Only behave in a man­
ner worthy of the good news about the 
Christ, in order that, whether I come and 
see you or be absent, I may hear about the 
things which concern you, that you are 
standing firm in one spirit, with one soul 
fighting side by side for the faith of the 
good news.” (Phil. 1:27) Can a true Chris­
tian do otherwise? No! He must behave 
in a manner worthy of the good news. So 
he shows real love and carries on all his 
affairs that way.

6 Jehovah’s witnesses have been declar­
ing that “God’s kingdom rules.” This cer­
tainly is good news. At the great Divine 
Will International Assembly of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, 253,922 persons heard what Je­
hovah’s witnesses believe concerning this 
kingdom of God, which is the only hope
4. How are faith and love a protection to Christians, 
and what things do they avoid ?
5. How does the apostle Paul say that Christians should 
deport themselves, and why ?
6. During the past year how many shared each month, 
on the average, as Jehovah’s witnesses in announcing 
that God’s kingdom rules, and in how many lands?

SfreWATCHTOWER.
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for mankind, and there Jehovah’s witness­
es declared themselves as ministers of that 
kingdom. To see how determined they have 
been in their standing firm in one spirit 
and with one soul fighting side by side for 
the faith of the good news, all one needs 
to do is look at their year’s field service 
report. See pages 20-22. This report re­
veals that there were, on the average, 717,- 
088 ministers preaching from house to 
house every month during the 1958 serv­
ice year, conducting their affairs in love 
one toward the other. Not only toward Je­
hovah’s witnesses do they act respectably, 
but to all the world of mankind they feel 
the responsibility of showing love, and this 
they do by preaching. These ministers are 
to be found in 175 countries, islands of the 
seas, colonies, provinces, right around the 
world. Every month during the 1958 serv­
ice year there were, on the average, 63,815 
more of Jehovah’s witnesses preaching this 
good news than during the 1957 service 
year.

7 With all the trouble and distress in the 
world is it any wonder that so many people 
turn away from this old-world living to find 
something that will really bring them 
peace? And what was the attraction for 
them? God’s Word of truth. Jehovah’s wit­
nesses have taken upon themselves the 
great responsibility of reaching all people 
world-wide with the comforting, cheerful 
message from God’s Word the Bible. Those 
persons showing a sheeplike disposition 
have pulled away from this old world and 
have associated themselves with the New 
World society, there to study and learn 
and come to an accurate knowledge of the 
truth. Whenever sheeplike persons do this, 
they are going to preach this same good 
news. Studying the Scriptures for a short 
time, they find that everything indicates
7. (a) What causes so many to associate with the New 
World society? (b) When they study the Scriptures, 
what things do they learn, and how does this affect 
their course of conduct ?

19
that we are living in the last days of this 
system of things, the time just prior to 
the battle of Armageddon, and it is not 
long before they believe what Paul said to 
the Romans at chapter 13, verses 11 to 14: 
“Do this, too, because you know the season, 
that it is already the hour for you to awake 
from sleep, for now our salvation is nearer 
than at the time when we became believ­
ers. The night is well along; the day has 
drawn near. Let us therefore put off the 
works belonging to darkness and let us put 
on the weapons of the light. As in the day­
time let us walk in good behavior, not in 
revelries and drunken bouts, not in illicit 
intercourse and loose conduct, not in strife 
and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and do not be planning ahead for 
the desires of the flesh.”

8 Persons seeking truth and righteous­
ness can easily see that this whole world 
is planning ahead for the desires of the 
flesh. Christendom, with all its great reli­
gious organization, has not stopped the 
people from going down the broad way to 
destruction. In fact, Christendom has be­
littled the Bible and the great name of 
the One who inspired its writing. The Bible 
is the true guide for man. So many of 
those who have lived in Christendom and 
who had fallen asleep with her are awaken­
ing now and fleeing from the religious 
organizations. Yes, people are fleeing from 
both Christendom’s and heathendom’s re­
ligions. In fact, last year so many turned 
away from this sleepy condition in the 
world that during the year a new peak in 
number of proclaimers of the good news, 
to the total of 798,326, was reached. This 
is 81,425 more ministers than the peak 
number of publishers of the previous year, 
1957. Why this tremendous influx into Je-
8. (a) Why are many now turning from the old world 
and its religious systems, but what new peak in num­
ber of proclaimers of the Kingdom good news was 
reached during 1958? (b) What good advice found at 
1 Thessalonians 5:12-15 is followed by Jehovah’s wit­
nesses, and with what result ?

SEeWATCHTOWER.
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Country Pubs. Pubs. 1957 1958 Pubs. Meet'gs Cong’s Literature Hours Subs. Magazines Back-Calls Studies

U.S. of America 187,762 202,141 8 226,797 7,724 176,632 3,848 6,842,007 32,371,482 755,315 38,853,331 10,546,196 159,904
Alaska 163 177 9 200 13 149 5 6,743 32,437 898 38,754 11,003 176
Bermuda 28 29 4 33 2 19 1 2,058 4,348 237 7,237 2,352 30
Eritrea 14 27 93 34 6 56 4 1,512 13,242 307 6,683 5,420 94
Guam 17 18 6 23 2 3 1 1,201 5,031 263 5,395 1,564 25

Iceland 13 17 31 20 6 8 1 6,014 10,044 148 11,454 3,791 23
Somalia 1 1 1 1 216 248 28 229 120 7

Argentina 4,339 5,140 18 5,585 257 3,535 153 148,839 954,796 17,036 961,491 442,640 4,468
Australia 9,359 10,613 13 12,181 415 8,326 318 252.276 1,692 807 27,106 1,762,203 509,391 6,887

American Samoa 26 29 12 32 6 64 1 3,117 12,261 49 7,304 4,296 46

Fiji 73 97 33 111 7 116 3 8,684 20,225 324 19,010 7,903 136
New Britain 18 22 2 1 2 357 3,250 97 425 1,104 18
New Caledonia 18 34 89 41 1 16 1 1,605 3,732 256 3,856 1,284 21
New Guinea 11 26 1 2 166 1,687 21 73 518 14
New Hebrides 3 4 77 146 9 196 54 3
New Ireland 2 4 21 61 4 43 2
Papua 143 167 17 190 8 52 4 3,229 27,840 95 2,567 7,353 111
Rotuma 7 9 79 735 1 13 324 9
Solomon Islands 4 7 75 11 16 1 22 2,286 589 11
Western Samoa 29 37 28 43 1 29 1 1,519 8,325 25 3,493 2,904 36

Austria 4,467 4,840 8 5,424 122 3,523 170 122,812 669,834 4,439 712,483 304,207 3,488
Bahamas 133 148 11 160 17 124 3 4,518 32,489 370 36,271 13.784 234
Belgium 4,528 4,933 9 5,339 134 3,158 108 160,059 666,173 5,878 735 910 239.836 2,663
Bolivia 191 289 51 361 41 297 8 12,945 81,698 1,337 67,555 28,293 446
Brazil 10,522 12,992 23 14,458 534 12,186 422 350,561 2,122,228 22,912 1,743,052 723,880 9,186
British Guiana 519 549 6 629 54 416 16 20,477 124,995 1,447 122,837 45,865 679
British Honduras 153 169 10 190 29 146 8 3,238 54,827 114 42,097 21,499 261
British Isles 34,004 37,416 10 42,033 1,298 37,661 825 1,241,955 5,576,411 54,691 7,112,660 2,493,151 29,063

Malta 4 5 25 8 1 1 59 630 10 468 315 4
Burma 119 122 3 133 21 124 3 28,615 46,136 711 49,396 16,443 194
Canada 28,541 30,933 8 35,324 1,135 20,471 774 581,204 4,150,064 64,391 4,238 337 1,281.463 16,969
Ceylon 121 141 17 157 26 90 4 10,688 51,572 698 32,209 17,178 177
Chile 1,255 1,433 14 1,570 133 1,471 44 46,754 348.916 3,412 321,047 142,100 2,140
China 32 31 45 2 1 565 2,334 1,457 24
Colombia 829 992 20 1,142 120 776 26 36,145 292,521 1,315 185,567 112,302 1,359
Costa Rica 1,923 2,034 6 2,174 63 874 50 15,185 263.072 901 111,997 84 547 1,375
Cuba 10,194 11,100 9 12,359 407 9,950 327 83,047 1,625,942 7,831 1,000,363 573,595 9,616
Cyprus 389 405 4 442 18 161 10 5,436 56,532 536 23,861 21,441 244

Israel 47 38 50 4 10 2 2,451 7,934 116 2,190 2,181 26
Denmark 8,338 8,638 4 9,477 182 9,411 193 129,443 995,874 3,825 919,211 405,418 4,110

Faroe Islands 12 12 14 5 22 1 3,959 8,154 111 10,396 2,841 26
Greenland 3 3 6 2 650 2,503 9 1,023 976 8

Dominican Republic 640 274 354 7 10 278 18,594 38 11.893 115
Ecuador 318 354 11 405 41 310 14 13,168 105 961 1,030 99,758 43,419 474
Egypt, U.A.R. 338 374 11 410 32 196 10 26,653 86,957 35 2,875 31,851 371

Anglo-Egyptian Sudan 11 12 9 12 2 1 1 479 2,915 88 1,792 928 22
Eire 222 208 231 68 282 5 8,742 119,366 260 62,738 33,261 234
El Salvador 402 429 7 460 49 628 13 12,202 121.009 769 88,435 42.406 533Ethiopia 104 11 i 12 128 12 464 8 1,224 59,877 53 1,999 14,077 271Finland 6,349 6,859 8 7,636 278 8,134 360 129.017 1,008,942 15,801 1,158,120 365,636 4,193
France 9,970 11,094 11 12,141 211 6,702 235 576 923 1,327.071 19,524 1,668 115 581,568 5,524

Algeria 80 86 8 103 6 46 2 23,315 20,260 876 39,318 11,770 89Cameroun 2,816 3,239 15 3,574 96 5,301 42 24,748 858,448 7,998 319,016 2,413French Guinea 2 New 2 120 215 1 60Senegal 21 23 10 24 2 1 4,398 5,574 35 895 2,276 22
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Tunisia
Fr. Equ. Africa 
Germany, West 
Ghana 

Gambia

27
1,254

52,688
6,379

3

31
1,300

57,280
6,595

2

15
4
9
3

fiA
1,406

62,141
7,232

2

5
21

1,139
225

1,166
41,146
5,415

1

1
21

825
149

3,665
9,778

1,334,270
91,616

41

11,233
231,033

7,601,302
1,583,829

196

130
52,648
2,310

10,444

8,593,417
252,162

35

4,196
101,560

2,971,905
447,624

183

35
675

30,046
6,236
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Ivory Coast 46 60 30 74 4 25 1 1,341 16,177 28 9,453 4,794 58Togoland 132 124 158 8 104 5 2,691 34,868 33 3,870 9,573 197Greece 5,441 5,857 8 6,730 48 1,452 300 35,955 504,618 2,388 308,314 273,199 2,004Guadeloupe 159 187 18 197 7 192 6 4,973 31,410 196 29,765 10,301 122Martinique 17 23 35 26 5 45 1 2,961 10,746 150 11,154 3,772 50

Guatemala 567 653 15 703 61 898 20 20,531 158,675 1,499 136,704 54,355 802
Haiti 325 430 32 479 52 478 14 18,552 128,695 748 77,049 45,311 685Hawaii 923 1,033 12 1,201 71 545 17 41,840 222,984 5,956 295,204 73,573 1,193Honduras 408 440 7 48) 55 550 17 13,700 134,230 1,371 102,698 51,441 662Hong Kong 107 137 28 147 27 275 4 5,682 51,217 1,361 48,194 21,313 285
India 1,076 1,222 14 1,262 131 685 47 81,161 335,682 3,115 128,166 107,489 1,160Indonesia (Java) 254 262 3 286 23 166 8 18,651 61,759 3,217 115,700 23.237 309Sulawesi 32 26 32 5 6 1 3.306 6,799 707 16,972 2,599 41Sumatra 18 23 28 25 6 11 1 1,529 11,637 226 38,748 2,766 30Italy 3,715 4,248 14 4,662 185 1,531 207 113,647 613,682 5,341 558,346 277,225 2,821

Libya 59 64 8 74 3 1 487 9,709 7 403 4,707 47Jamaica 3,615 3,814 6 4,367 118 3,404 154 23,844 556,505 1,636 367,172 198,513 3,577Cayman Islands 5 5 8 2 3 86 2,823 24 1,829 914 14Japan 727 978 35 1,124 151 1,036 37 43,262 308,547 7,798 371,004 120,385 1,416Okinawa 24 37 54 56 8 30 1 4,889 14,409 744 30,079 5,657 63
Korea 1,943 2,532 30 2,724 231 1,554 54 80,629 619,056 4,032 275,904 210,863 2,914Lebanon 422 453 7 589 32 400 9 19,624 77,911 13 4,707 23,296 236Iran 3 8 167 15 3 3 258 2,513 38 226 665 7Iraq 18 13 18 5 20 1 875 8,750 285 4,853 3,133 25Jordan 55 28 49 4 14 2 102 9,122 74 3,112 30

Kuwait 1 1 5 14 2Qatar % 1 1 53 288 91 28 2Syria, U.A.R. 55 47 57 5 24 2 750 11,181 1 121 2,759 22Leeward Islands (Antigua) 57 61 7 65 5 86 2 3,798 13,785 58 13,221 6,256 83Anguilla 4 5 25 7 1 10 450 2,635 9 753 878 16
Dominica 88 98 11 104 9 64 4 1,537 21,901 37 8,871 6,709 107Montserrat 12 10 11 3 1 407 5,306 14 1,616 1,706 36Nevis 27 27 29 2 42 2 477 5,524 7 2,407 2,989 36St. Kitts 65 65 69 3 57 2 1,275 9,751 39 7,042 3,587 53St. Martin 14 20 43 22 3 40 2 1,076 5,795 58 3,194 2,672 30

Liberia 247 292 18 307 29 360 9 16,659 134,154 568 45,128 40,365 446Luxembourg 207 240 16 268 10 152 7 6,410 35,265 255 55,515 15,579 171Mauritius 31 24 26 10 8 2 7,150 13,779 286 17 460 4 796 61Madagascar 12 20 67 24 5 9 1 4,088 7,852 827 7,495 3,396 40Mexico 14,699 15,623 6 17,086 332 10,343 609 290,935 1,927,301 10,480 1,003,301 568,662 9,405
Morocco 46 91 98 113 22 30 4 11,858 38,648 669 28,304 14 836 155Netherlands 9,737 10,158 4 11,040 319 3,431 161 88,391 1,403,388 4,077 1,082,338 490,795 4 672Neth. Antilles (Curasao) 120 130 8 149 8 60 3 7,848 24,687 890 34,376 10,458 119Aruba 105 115 9 126 4 64 3 4,050 17,624 603 18,765 5,601 85Bonaire 10 11 10 14 15 1 289 2,016 35 868 610 7
Newfoundland 356 388 9 437 26 502 31 9,966 66,924 1,238 83,862 22,884 277New Zealand 2,748 2,987 9 3,346 93 1,535 87 66,224 411,550 7,051 486,075 133,322 1 694Nicaragua 226 280 24 300 37 205 15 9,157 79,053 864 69,048 28,892 *435
Nigeria 21,192 22,926 8 24,357 754 14,846 439 154,085 5,193,075 5,975 462,568 1,166,395 20 746Dahomey 776 906 17 1,426 28 636 21 7,179 254,960 102 7,431 62,527 766

Fernando Po 8 15 1 2 2 1,443 5 247 14Northern Rhodesia 25,416 25,669 1 27,092 167 8,314 428 112,717 4,366,722 4,013 252,345 1,058,884 19 869Belgian Congo 255 475 86 573 7 260 141,625 13 129 44,800 ’551Kenya 14 28 100 35 2 17 1 1,340 4,558 149 2,000 1,866 28Tanganyika 298 325 9 363 11 267 13 8,663 88,960 98 6,773 23,243 429
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1957 1958 %Inc. Peak Av. No.
Country Av. Av. over Pubs. Pio. Public No. of Total Total New Individual Av. Bible

Pubs. Pubs. 1957 1958 Pubs. Meet’gs Cong's Literature Hours Subs. Magazines Back-Calls Studies
Uganda 7 4 6 4 1 525 592 119 713 296 4

Norway 2,744 2,946 7 3,182 118 1,419 129 91,071 433,086 4,404 555,869 169,542 1,398
Nyasaland 12,717 13,621 7 14,482 535 13,636 365 80,888 3,316,813 1,832 151,455 1,056,689 10,478

Portuguese E. Afr. 121 206 70 277 16 233 4 3,531 63,907 82 4,229 22,839 274
Pakistan 79 90 14 104 10 74 5 2,948 28,264 519 15,116 10,637 104

Afghanistan 2 New 3 42 1 4 22
Panama 1,052 1,094 4 1,258 89 606 38 22,495 238,357 1,556 152,972 88,029 1,407
Paraguay 200 220 10 237 23 102 17 6,801 55,550 549 44,380 18,521 252
Peru 608 762 25 859 115 1,102 23 33,145 240,423 2,370 204,366 88,811 1,194
Philippines 22,108 23,355 6 25,006 1,424 7,024 629 268,396 4,277,494 16,710 1,316,074 976,467 22,559

Portugal 276 356 29 421 13 7 13,120 66,359 478 27,918 33,890 330
Azores 21 21 26 2 149 1,851 9 288 906 23
Madeira Islands 11 13 18 14 1 1 441 1,207 5 144 608 12

Puerto Rico 1,011 1,194 18 1,360 96 713 33 72,489 265,356 8,779 385,211 95,035 1,484
St. Croix (V.I.) 20 23 15 30 2 6 2 553 3,460 112 3,456 1,720 24

St. John (V.I.) 3 3 3 1 1 31 245 8 153 79 3
St. Thomas (V.I.) 36 28 36 4 1 301 3,036 62 4,677 1,434 16
Tortola (V.I.) 12 12 13 2 10 1 240 3,587 39 2,082 1,302 27

Sierra Leone 128 116 138 20 275 5 15,173 48,774 911 32,939 16,359 196
Singapore 109 84 94 7 44 1 5,717 14,245 745 21,922 4,634 75

Malaya 25 32 6 24 3 17,198 9,022 69 1,418 3,445 65
North Borneo 11 16 45 19 1 97 1,086 400 196 2
Sarawak 3 New 5 2 2 1 958 3,116 121 2,828 1,350 15

South Africa 13,356 14,451 8 15,807 715 11,553 425 325,267 3,264,285 23,655 1,245,685 816,949 12,229
Angola # 47 30 30 92 2 496 5,420 39 304 2,204 24

Basutoland 76 101 33 114 14 125 4 1,537 37,873 63 2,794 9,236 148
Bechuanaland 133 168 26 187 13 217 3 266 48,495 20 628 11,170 139
St. Helena 40 39 50 2 27 2 324 5,053 11 2,750 1,639 22
South-West Africa 56 64 14 77 8 47 2 3,864 18,818 476 17,902 6,280 79
Swaziland 199 220 11 267 7 352 6 834 50,729 48 2,894 14,408 172

Southern Rhodesia 11,287 11,8)0 5 13,112 711 14,582 335 195,378 2,862.642 4,223 467,108 771,328 11,878
Spain 674 894 33 1,006 53 22 30,103 171,966 31 28,980 88,826 1,018
Surinam 231 282 22 332 25 221 6 10,887 60,924 462 70,089 21,925 256
Sweden 6,962 7,464 7 8.161 298 7,427 300 165,534 1,103,585 15,771 1,445,150 433,422 4,144
Switzerland 3,886 4,168 7 4,536 102 1,927 111 156,806 540,781 6,469 814,427 226,915 2,795

Liechtenstein 1 New 1 1 299 427 5 318 249 1
Taiwan (Formosa) 1,751 1,429 1,709 47 1,712 34 12,619 151,786 581 18,481 81,832 436
Thailand 242 267 10 298 34 221 17 13,737 62,896 1,389 57,615 21,030 255

Vietnam 5 6 20 7 5 54 1 1,478 8,425 1,190 7,337 4,319 49
Trinidad 1,380 1,439 4 1,547 74 1,285 43 19,144 285,416 2.043 221,793 105,731 1,535

Barbados 499 539 8 605 30 834 26 6,733 105,067 739 60,378 35,843 658
Bequia 3 4 33 5 2 1 23 3,801 1 431 1,189 20
Carriacou 35 37 6 42 5 48 2 178 11,838 13 1,726 4,339 59
Grenada 155 145 165 13 155 4 1,447 41,466 169 12,235 13,014 207
St. Lucia 65 61 68 12 150 2 945 21,498 144 14,056 7,504 127

St. Vincent 60 62 3 77 12 65 5 935 23,580 201 11,396 7,778 122
Tobago 42 53 26 59 6 91 1 852 18,086 119 16,794 7,647 99

Turkey 154 197 28 222 8 41 11 3,611 29,873 181 2,651 13,371 185
Uruguay 867 1,005 16 1,124 89 582 36 24,586 245,100 2,221 151,423 93,088 1,249

Falkland Islands 2 2 2 1 2 68 283 15 95 112 7
Venezuela 1,264 1,410 12 1,503 105 937 33 41,689 335,803 2,250 217,185 124,463 1,753
Yugoslavia 1,628 1,876 15 2,232 1,617 76 50,705 73,777 27,044 582
2 Places Not Reporting 5
8 Other Countries 80,052 96,905 21 111,272 781 47,770 3,295 573,012 7,996,487 2,881 898,534 2,529,172 43,458

Grand T otal 653,273 717,088 9.8 798,326 23,772 531,653 17,878 16,038,445 110,390,944 1,255,047 86,498,251 36,398,025 508,320
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hovah’s witnesses’ organization? It is be­
cause people are finding salvation. Many 
people want to live with individuals who 
are really Christians, those who are letting 
all their affairs take place with love. They 
have found an organization that is follow­
ing the good advice of Paul: “Now we 
request you, brothers, to have regard for 
those who are working hard among you 
and presiding over you in the Lord and 
admonishing you, and to give them more 
than extraordinary consideration in love 
because of their work. Be peaceable with 
one another. On the other hand, we exhort 
you brothers, admonish the disorderly, 
speak comfortingly to the depressed souls, 
support the weak, be longsuffering toward 
all. See that no one renders injury for in­
jury to anyone else, but always pursue 
what is good toward one another and to 
all others.” (1 Thess. 5:12-15) Because Je­
hovah’s witnesses follow such instruction, 
it furnishes one of the reasons why the 
New World society is growing so rapidly. 
It is this spirit expressed by true Chris­
tians toward one another and to others 
that attracts good-will sheeplike people.

®A goodly number of those who have 
come into the organization during the last 
few years have gone into the full-time 
service, devoting all their energies to the 
preaching of the good news. In fact, we 
find 23,772 persons engaging in pioneer 
service. Some of these are missionaries 
away off in foreign lands, working in high 
mountains, in low deserts, in fertile green 
valleys, in large and in small cities. Oth­
ers are special pioneers, working out from 
the eighty-five Branch offices scattered 
throughout the world, organizing interest­
ed ones into congregations where they 
could serve God. There are now 17,878 
congregations, an increase of 995 over the 
previous year. In these congregations Je-
9. What does the report show as to the pioneer min­
istry, Branch offices and congregations of Jehovah’s 
witnesses world-wide?
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hovah’s witnesses are studying weekly, 
several times a week in fact, in home Bible 
studies, congregation book studies, Watch- 
tower studies, all the information thus 
gained building up their minds so that they 
may be able to declare more clearly the 
good news. All this association and study 
aids them to stand shoulder to shoulder, 
fighting side by side and not compromising 
with this old world.

10 During the Memorial season there was 
a total of 1,171,789 persons who came to­
gether in these congregations, of which 
15,037 were of the anointed, that is, be­
lievers that they are of the body of Christ 
and will be joint heirs with Christ Jesus in 
heavenly glory. The greater number be­
lieved that they are of the other sheep who 
will enjoy everlasting life here upon the 
earth. But, all together, they must stay 
awake, be on guard as to the Kingdom in­
terests and show love for one another, let­
ting all their affairs take place with love. 
These thousands of persons who are asso­
ciating with Jehovah’s witnesses in such 
great numbers each year are not just curi­
ous religion hunters, looking for something 
new and different. They are sincere in 
wanting to know the truth and they find 
it in God’s Word and then they make a 
stand for it. They grow strong and carry on 
as men and are willing to defend their faith. 
They go so far as to dedicate their lives 
to the service of Jehovah God, giving him 
exclusive devotion, and 62,666 of those who 
associated themselves with Jehovah’s wit­
nesses last year were baptized in water, 
completely immersed, showing their will­
ingness to do the divine will. As readers 
of The Watchtower know, Jehovah’s wit­
nesses are not the silent type. They are 
expressive in their belief, and in the twelve- 
month period of their service year they
10, 11. What other aspects of the year’s service report 
show the extent to which Jehovah’s witnesses lovingly 
performed their ministry and the results that they ex­
perienced ?
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devoted 110,390,944 hours to preaching the 
good news that God’s kingdom rules. This 
is 10,255,928 more hours spent in the min­
istry than the previous year. They are anx­
ious for the people to know the good things 
they know, and that is why during the 
year these witnesses of Jehovah obtained
1.255.047 new subscriptions for the maga­
zines The Watchtower and Awake! and 
distributed individual copies in their many 
languages to the number of 86,498,251. In 
order for the Watch Tower Bible and 
Tract Society in its many printing plants 
to take care of the demand of its readers 
it was necessary for the printing plants to 
publish 86,141,119 copies of The Watch- 
tower in fifty-one languages and 71,431,928 
copies of the Awake! magazine in nineteen 
languages, making a grand toted of 157,-
573.047 magazines published and shipped 
out. In addition, 4,381,504 Bibles and bound 
books and 14,125,528 booklets, thirty-two 
and sixty-four pages in size, were printed.

11 But the love of Jehovah’s witnesses for 
the peoples of the world and their desire 
to bring them the message of salvation 
goes farther than just placing literature. 
Those 110,390,944 hours that they worked 
were spent, in part, in calling back on those 
who have shown interest, and so these 
798,326 publishers of the Kingdom made 
36,398,025 back-calls. In other words, Je­
hovah’s witnesses have gone back to per­
sons’ homes where they have found inter­
est and they have explained further the 
things they believe and have answered 
these peoples’ questions on Bible subjects. 
They have shown love to an even greater 
extent: they have gone back to these peo­
ples’ homes week after week and have 
spent an hour at a time studying with the 
people from their Bibles of any translation, 
Catholic or Protestant, so that these peo­
ple might learn the truth. How many cler­
gymen do that with their parishioners? 
These studies Jehovah’s witnesses call
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home Bible studies. During every week of 
the year they conducted 508,320 such Bible 
studies. This is 95,271 more than they were 
conducting the year before. Think of the 
time that it takes to conduct that many 
Bible studies every week for a whole year. 
That alone would require more than 25,- 
000,000 hours, and, in addition to that, 
much traveling time to and from the study 
is involved, but not counted. Would you 
not say that it takes love to do such kind 
of work? That is why Jehovah’s witnesses 
believe the expression of Paul when he 
said: “Let all your affairs take place with 
love.” Be interested in people, regardless 
of race, color, creed, whether it be in good 
season or in bad season.

12 As you study the chart on pages 20 
to 22 of the activity of Jehovah’s wit­
nesses you will see that those of Jeho­
vah’s witnesses behind the Iron Curtain 
are working just as hard, if not harder, 
and are having better results in gather­
ing the other sheep than Christians living 
in the Western bloc of nations or in neutral 
countries. Look at the report! It is most 
truly amazing! For eight countries behind 
the Iron Curtain there has been a 21- 
percent increase in the number of those 
taking their stand for the Kingdom. Where­
as throughout the whole world the average 
is 9.8 percent. Who can say Christians are 
not men? Who can say that they are not 
willing to fight for truth and for righteous­
ness? Who can say that they will not 
stay on guard and on duty and take up 
their ministerial responsibilities? Yes, true 
Christians of God, Jehovah’s witnesses, 
stay awake, stand firm in the faith, carry 
on as men and grow mighty. They have a 
responsibility and it is Jehovah who has 
placed it upon them. So with joy and glad-
12. How have those behind the Iron Curtain demonstrat­
ed true Christian zeal, and what increase has been 
realized during the past year?
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ness they press on in these last days, know­
ing that the end of this old system of things 
is near at hand and that Armageddon is 
not far distant. So they preach, and with 
greater zeal and effort than ever before in

25
their lives. What a glorious year they have 
had! What joy has been theirs! What hap­
piness of heart and mind they possess be­
cause they are letting all their affairs take 
place with love!

SKeWATCHTOWER.

9 Manifestly, God’s kingdom comes to 
earth and his will is then done on earth 
because it is his purpose for the earth to 
remain forever as part of the universal 
realm over which he is the King of eter­
nity, the Most High Sovereign. God’s will 
being done here under his kingdom will 
make a delightful change on this earth.

Serial Part 5

done by the people on earth under God’s 
kingdom, he will give them the right to

Why then destroy this territory of his 
kingdom ? W hy re­

eternal life on this territory of his king­
dom realm. For the

move the people do­
ing God’ s w ill on 
earth from this ter­
ritory  o f his king­
dom ? That is not 
what God will do, for 
he inspired wise King 
Solom on o f old to 
write this proverb: 
“In the multitude of 
people there is an 
adornment of a king, 
but in the lack of pop- 
ulation is the ruin 
of a high o ffic ia l.” 
(Prov. 14:28) It was

Chapter 1 of the book “Your W ill Be Done 
on E arth ” posed the challenging question 
“W hose W ill? ” and proved that it was the 
irresistible will of Jehovah God that was to 
be done on earth as it is done in heaven. 
Moreover, th is gladdening fact meant that 
th is earth, m an's God-given habitation, w as 
never to be destroyed, but it will be a grand 
experience for humankind to live on earth 
when the heavenly Father’s will is done 
here. W e have now entered into the book’s 
second chapter, entitled “W h y  It Must Be 
Done on Earth.” Paragraph 6 has already  
said that “for the survival of man and a n i­
mal on earth as an everlasting home” the 
supranational will of God the Creator needs 
to be done here. The fact that it is the 
Creator's will for the earth to stay in ex ist­
ence for eternity and remain inhabited can 
be proved from the prayer of the Lord Jesus 
Christ to God the Creator: “Your kingdom  
come! Your will be done on earth as well as 
in heaven!” How  so? Let us read on.

sake of this he will 
preserve this earth to 
his everlasting glory 
as its Creator.

“ C h r i s t e n ­
dom, however, will 
argue through its 
priests and clergy­
men that the coming 
o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  
changed matters for 
the earth. But how 
could that be so? Je­
hovah God used Jesus 
Christ as the very 
Leader in Christian-

because the first man did not keep on doing ity, and it was this Leader of Christianity
the will of his Creator that God sentenced himself that gave us the prayer for God’s
him to die and return to the dust of the kingdom to come and for God’s will to be 
earth. (Gen. 3:17-19) When God’s will is done on earth as well as in heaven!
9. God's kingdom will come and his will will be done 
because of what divine purpose concerning the earth?

10. How does the model prayer prove that the coming 
of Christianity did not change matters for the earth?
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11 The Leader of Christianity could not 

be wrong in what he taught about the 
earth. He was not wrong. Holy men of 
God, who were borne along by God’s spirit 
in order to speak and write prophecy be­
fore Christ’s day had no hope or desire 
to go to heaven’s unknown realm. In fact, 
they had no invitation from God to go to 
heaven, nor was the way then open for 
men to go to heaven. They did not expect, 
when they died, to go to heaven. They did 
not look forward to the total destruction 
of this earth and its moon in a universal 
conflagration. True, they expected a future 
life, but not a future life in heaven. Their 
hope was to return from the dead to a 
renewed life on this earth, but then when 
God rules over the Middle East and over 
all the rest of the earth.

12 The coming of Jesus Christ to earth 
did not prove that their hope was a mis­
taken one. His coming did not change the 
future for them and open the way to heav­
en for them. Long after Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob (Israel), Moses, King David, the 
prophet Isaiah and even the prophet Mal- 
achi died, Jesus Christ the Son of God 
came down from heaven to earth in a mi­
raculous way. He did not say that those 
holy men of old were up in heaven when 
he left. Jesus, as the Son of man on earth, 
said to a Jewish ruler: “No man has as­
cended into heaven but he that descended 
from heaven, the Son of man.” (John 3:13) 
When the Baptizer, John the son of Zecha- 
riah, was in prison and soon to have his 
head chopped off, Jesus said: “Among 
those born of women there has not been 
raised up a greater than John the Baptist; 
but a person that is a lesser one in the 
kingdom of the heavens is greater than he 
is.” (Matt. 11:11) After Jesus himself was
U . What was the hope and desire of ancient holy men 
of God respecting their future?
12, 13. (a) Why did Jesus’ coming to earth not prove 
that their hope was a mistaken one? (b) In this regard, 
what did Peter say, to confirm what Jesus himself had 
said?
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put to death on a torture stake but was 
resurrected from the dead on the third day 
and later went back to heaven to his Fa­
ther, the apostle Peter preached to over 
three thousand Jews and said that the res­
urrected Jesus was in heaven but King 
David was not up there.

13 Said Peter: “ It is allowable to speak 
with freeness of speech to you concerning 
the family head David, that he both de­
ceased and was buried and his tomb is 
among us to this day. Actually David did 
not ascend to the heavens, but he himself 
says, ‘Jehovah said to my Lord [that is, 
to Jesus Christ], “Sit at my right hand, 
until I make your enemies a stool for your 
feet.” ’ ” (Acts 2:29, 34, 35) Those dead 
men like David still wait for God’s king­
dom to come.

14 Jesus spoke of himself as going to 
heaven because he had come down from 
there only for thirty-three years and a 
half. He spoke of his congregation of faith­
ful followers, those pictured by the twenty- 
four “elders” in the Revelation to John, 
as invited to go to heaven to be with him. 
To these he gave instructions to prepare 
them to go to heaven. But this did not 
mean that Jesus Christ had changed God’s 
original purpose concerning humankind as 
a whole.

15 Jesus did not open the way for all the 
God-fearing ones of mankind to go to heav­
en. For the sake of humankind in general, 
he prayed for God’s kingdom to come to 
the earth where dead humankind lies bur­
ied and for the heavenly Life-giver’s will 
to be done on earth as well as in heaven. 
Will King David and John the Baptist want 
to do God’s will on earth under His king­
dom? Certainly. Hence confused men need 
to re-examine the Bible to learn what the
14. Why did Jesus speak of himself as going to heaven, 
and what effect did the invitation to his followers to 
go to heaven have on God’s purpose toward mankind?
15. For whose benefit in general did Jesus pray for 
God’s kingdom to come, and what do confused men need 
to re-examine?
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Creator’s will was for man at the begin­
ning. Then they will see that God’s will and 
purpose have been made more sure be­
cause Christ came.

GOD’S PURPOSE FOR THE EARTH

lG Earth’s Creator is pointed out to us by 
name. In the prophecy of Jeremiah we 
read the difference between him and all 
the false gods: “But Jehovah is in truth 
God. He is the living God and the King 
to time indefinite. Because of his indigna­
tion the earth will rock, and no nations will 
hold up under his denunciation. This is 
what you men will say to them: ‘The gods 
that did not make the very heavens and 
the earth are the ones who will perish 
from the earth and from under these heav­
ens.’ He is the Maker of the earth by his 
power, the One firmly establishing the 
productive land by his wisdom, and the 
One who by his understanding stretched 
out the heavens. At his voice there is a giv­
ing of a turmoil of waters in the heavens by 
him, and he causes vapors to ascend from 
the extremity of the earth. He has made 
even sluices for the rain, and he brings forth 
the wind from his storehouses.” (Jer. 10: 
10-13) Jehovah is therefore the God who 
is meant when the Holy Bible opens with 
the words: “In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth.”—Gen. 1:1.*

17 No proof of creature life on the other 
planets of our solar system has been estab­
lished by astronomers and scientists, but 
the Creator’s direct purpose for our earth 
was different. In its case he did not desire 
it to be an empty, lifeless planet at its 
start; he does not desire it ever to end up 
in that condition. Let us ask him about

* For a Scriptural discussion of the earth and its 
living creatures see the book “ New Heavens and a New 
Earth,”  chapters 3 and 4.

16. By what identification does Jeremiah 10:10-13 point 
out the earth’s creator, and who therefore is meant in 
Genesis 1:1 ?
17. How did this planet earth start off, and how does 
God, according to his own statement, not want it to end ?
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this. “This is what Jehovah has said, the 
Holy One of Israel and the Former of him: 
‘Ask me even about the things that are 
coming concerning my sons; and concern­
ing the activity of my hands you people 
should command me. I myself have made 
the earth and have created even man upon 
it. I—my own hands have stretched out 
the heavens, and all the army of them I 
have commanded.’ For this is what Jeho­
vah has said, the Creator of the heavens, 
He The true God, the Former of the earth 
and the Maker of it, He the One who firmly 
established it, who did not create it simply 
for nothing, who formed it even to be in­
habited: ‘I am Jehovah, and there is no 
one else. In a place of concealment I spoke 
not.’ ” (Isa. 45:11, 12, 18, 19) He formed 
this earth to be inhabited for all time.

18 Those inspired words through the 
prophet Isaiah are in full agreement with 
the written record about the preparation 
of this earth for the realizing of God’s 
purpose. When he had made this earth a 
most interesting place by putting fish and 
sea monsters in its waters and birds in its 
trees and skies and animals and insects of 
all kinds on its land, he revealed for whom 
he had really made this earth to be an 
everlasting home. “And God went on to 
say: ‘Let us make man [adam'~\ in our 
image, according to our likeness, and let 
them [man multiplied] have in subjection 
the fish of the sea and the flying creatures 
of the heavens and the domestic animals 
and all the earth and every creeping ani­
mal that is creeping upon the earth.’ And 
God proceeded to create the man [ ']
in his image, in God’s image he created 
him; male and female he created them.” 
(Gen. 1:26, 27) It was not said of the other 
creatures, all those lower than man, that 
God had created them in his image and
18. After creating the living creatures lower than 
human, what further did God say regarding the earth 
and its then living creatures ?
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according to his likeness. Only man was 
thus created.

19 While this fact raised man far higher 
than all the fish, birds and brute beasts, 
it also argued that man was created per­
fect, that he was a perfect creature to be­
gin with, fully able to display on earth 
some image, some likeness, of his perfect 
Creator. Of course, all the other creatures 
were also made perfect, each one in its own 
family kind. The perfection of the inani­
mate material universe, which is now bil­
lions of years old, came from this same 
Creator. Why should there be less than 
perfection in the creating of living and in­
telligent creatures? “For I shall declare 
the name of Jehovah. Do you attribute 
greatness to our God! The Rock, perfect is 
his activity.” (Deut. 32:3, 4) So God gave 
mankind a perfect start. In that way he 
knew that his will could be done on earth 
perfectly by human creatures in his image 
and likeness.

20 The Creator did not keep his will con­
cerning mankind to himself, to be guessed 
at by us. Because man was created in God’s 
image and likeness he could tell man and 
woman what his purpose and will regard­
ing them was. He could give them com­
mands that they could understand and ful­
fill in perfection. “Further, God blessed 
them and God said to them: ‘Be fruitful 
and become many and fill the earth and 
subdue it, and have in subjection the fish 
of the sea and the flying creatures of the 
heavens and every living creature that is 
creeping upon the earth.’ ”—Gen. 1:28.

21 God blessed them; he spoke for their 
good, not for their injury as if they were 
cursed. On the preceding day or time- 
period of creation God had blessed the fish 
and the winged flying creatures that he
19. What argues for the perfection of God’s creation of 
man, and so what did God know could then be done 
on earth?
20. What did God tell man and woman his purpose 
in creating them was, and why?
21. What did God’s blessing upon them mean, and why?
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had made. That blessing meant for them 
to multiply in their natural habitat, for 
“God blessed them, saying: ‘Be fruitful 
and become many and fill the waters in 
the sea basins and let the flying creatures 
become many in the earth.’ ”  (Gen. 1:22, 
23) So God’s blessing upon man and wom­
an meant for them to multiply their kind 
and fill this earth, not fill heaven or pro­
vide a population for heaven; no more 
than God’s blessing upon the fish and flying 
creatures meant for them to provide fish 
and winged, flying creatures for angels in 
heaven. Two human creatures were not 
enough for this earth of 196,940,000 square 
miles (510,075,000 square kilometers) of 
surface. Hence perfect man and woman 
were to fill earth with their perfect kind 
to the measure of fullness that fish and 
birds fill their part of this earth and sur­
roundings with their kinds.

22 Since man and woman were created 
perfect and were put under a blessing and 
not under a curse or a condemnation to 
death, the time would come when they 
would fill the earth to the right, needed, 
comfortable fullness, with nobody dying 
but every born child growing up to full 
growth. Then the need to multiply would 
pass, and the birth of further children 
would stop. There was no command to pro­
duce further children in order to trans­
plant the surplus human population to the 
moon or to other planets in our solar sys­
tem. “Fill the earth and subdue it,” was 
God’s command to the first human male 
and female. “Subdue it,” that is, the earth, 
not the moon, not so-called Venus or Mer­
cury or Mars. But how subdue the earth?

23 God created perfect man in a part of 
the earth near the Middle East of today, 
for the Bible account associates the rivers 
Euphrates and Tigris (Hiddekel) with
22. When would the need to multiply humankind cease, 
and what was man to subdue ?
23. In what general location did God situate man’s 
Edenic home, and for increasing the human race what 
did he give man ?
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their original home. It was a pleasant lo­
cation in which to create man, and it was 
well called Eden, which means “Pleasure.” 
But more than that. “Jehovah God planted 
a garden in Eden, toward the east, and 
there he put the man whom he had formed. 
. . . Now there was a river issuing out of 
Eden to water the garden, and from there 
it began to be parted and it became, as it 
were, four heads. . . . And the name of 
the third river is Hiddekel [Tigris]; it is 
the one going to the east of Assyria. And 
the fourth river is the Euphrates. And Je­
hovah God proceeded to take the man and 
settle him in the garden of Eden to cul­
tivate it and to take care of it.” (Gen. 2:8- 
15) Then, in the interest of increasing the 
human race, God gave this first man Adam 
a perfect wife. God had built her up from 
a rib taken from Adam’s body to be his 
helper, a complement of him.

24 To this perfect human pair their Crea­
tor gave the command to use their repro­
ductive organs and to produce children 
and fill the earth with them. But along 
with this filling of the earth with the hu­
man kind they must “subdue it.” All these 
perfect children were meant to live in an 
Edenic garden or Paradise. The original 
one in which Adam and Eve were settled 
would become too small after a great in­
crease in their family, with children, 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and so
24. What were the man and woman commanded to do, 
and what effect would this have upon their Paradise 
home and the doing of God’s will?

29
on, with no one dying because of paying 
the penalty for sin. So it would become 
necessary for them all to subdue the earth 
outside the initial garden or Paradise of 
Eden by spreading out the garden’s bound­
aries, gradually cultivating the as yet un­
inhabited parts until the Paradise garden 
embraced the whole earth, from east to 
west and from the North Pole regions to 
the South Pole. This earth-girdling Para­
dise would require the constant attention 
and care of them all. Together with this 
garden care they were to have in sub­
jection all the living creatures moving 
through earth’s waters and over its land 
or through its skies. Thus God’s will, 
which began to be done in the original 
Paradise of Eden, would finally be done 
everywhere on earth.

25 This was the glorious, God-honoring 
climax that Jehovah God envisioned for 
all the earth. When that grand, loving pur­
pose was fully realized, why would God 
want to destroy the Paradise earth? Or 
why would he want to depopulate Paradise 
by taking those doing his will in it some­
where else, leaving Paradise untended and 
no longer a place where the divine will was 
done just as it is done up in heaven? It is 
not Scriptural for us to think of God’s do­
ing that, for it would bring to nothing his 
grand purpose.

(To be continued)

25. When that glorious climax was reached, what 
would it be unscriptural for us to think that God 
would want to do ?
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Christianity as Front-Page News
'I t  should never be forgotten that Christianity did not come into the world 

through the editorial page; it came through the news columns,1” writes Halford E. 
Luccock, as quoted in Treasury of the Christian Faith. "I t  was a news event—  
front-page, stop-the-press news. Something happened. . . . The gospel was first 
preached as news. Whenever it has been preached with power, it has been preached 
as news. Whenever it has dwindled down to mere advice, become merely editorial 
Christianity, it has evaporated into a cloud as vague as fog.”

Christ Jesus showed that the message that God’s kingdom has been established 
in the heavens is news, the best kind of news, "good news” that must "be preached 
in all the inhabited earth for the purpose of a witness to all the nations.”— Matt. 24:14.
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TINE . . . makes the heart of 
W  mortal man rejoice.” Very true. 

But for us to experience the greatest and 
most enduring rejoicing we need spiritual 
wine, the sparkling and stimulating truths 
of God’s Word, even as it is true that “not 
by bread alone does man live but by every 
expression of Jehovah’s mouth.”—Ps. 104: 
15; Deut. 8:3.

It was after Jesus had answered the 
complaint of the Pharisees about his dis­
ciples’ not fasting that he gave an illus­
tration in which he likened the comfort­
ing and refreshing message of the King­
dom to new wine. And in particular he 
made the point that “new wine must be 
put into new wineskins.” He well knew 
that the truths he was bringing were far 
too powerful to be contained in the old- 
wineskin-like organizations of his oppos- 
ers, ruled by creatures and designed to ex­
alt them instead of Jehovah. Far from ap­
preciating the new wine Jesus served, the 
Pharisees preferred the old, saying, “The 
old is nice.”—Luke 5:33-39.

Today, in the time of Christ’s second 
presence, the same situation prevails. 
Again God’s servants have an energizing 
new wine, as it were, to serve to men of 
good will. “How can it be new,” you ask, 
“when it is taken from the Bible, all of 
which is more than eighteen centuries 
old?” Because it all becomes new by rea­
son of fulfillment of Bible prophecy. And 
what a vast number of prophecies this gen­
eration is seeing being fulfilled! Besides, 
do we not also read that “ the path of the 
righteous ones is like the bright light that 
is getting lighter and lighter until the day 
is firmly established” ? Consider the strik­
ing demonstration we had of this at our 
recent Divine Will International Assembly, 
both in the lectures given and in the pub­
lications released.—Prov. 4:18.

Let Christendom’s religious leaders con­
tinue to serve to their flocks the insipid, 
sleep-inducing old wine of higher criticism, 
musty creeds, ancient traditions of men, 
fossilized Greek philosophy and the hoary 
wisdom of this old world. Let those who 
prefer it say, “The old is nice.” But let those 
of us who have tasted the sparkling new 
wine supply ourselves richly with it. How? 
By diligently availing ourselves of all the 
instruments that bring us this new wine, 
the publications of the Society and the 
congregational meetings. Once having a 
clear understanding and keen appreciation 
of this new wine, let us enthusiastically 
recommend it to all whom we meet as op­
portunity affords.

In bringing this new message, this new 
wine, to men of good will shall we try to 
do so through the sectarian channels of 
Christendom? Shall we practice interfaith 
and “brotherhood” and recommend their 
old organizational wineskins through which 
to serve this new wine so as to be consid­
ered tolerant and broadminded? How fool­
ish that would be! Those decrepit and dried- 
out old religious systems could not begin 
to contain such a powerful, stimulating 
message! Those old wineskins would burst 
and the wine would be wasted!

Jehovah in his wise and loving provi­
dence has provided us with new wineskins, 
a new channel or instrument especially 
adapted for our day, namely, the New 
World society of Jehovah’s witnesses. To 
all willing to taste of our refreshing new 
wine let us also by able speech, by con­
tinued zealous activity and by right con­
duct recommend the new world instead of 
the old world and the New World society 
instead of Christendom. Yes, help them to 
appreciate that “new wine must be put into 
new wineskins.”—Luke 5:38.
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•  In connection with water baptism, why is it 
appropriate to say that one dies to one’s “past 
course of life” instead of to one’s “own will” ? 
How could that apply to Jesus’ water baptism?

The word “will” denotes a faculty with which 
God has gifted intelligent creatures, by which 
they consciously and deliberately decide upon 
a desired course of action. It is the God-given 
power of choosing one’s own actions; it is the 
conscious process of willing.

When a Bible-instructed believer makes an 
intelligent, prayerful dedication of himself to 
Jehovah God through Jesus Christ, he does not 
die to this faculty of will. In the very act of 
dedicating himself he had to exercise his will 
power with great strength and resoluteness in 
order to make this decision for all eternity. 
In order to take the step of baptism in water 
he had to exercise his faculty of will in obe­
dience to the command of God through Christ. 
After his baptism, which symbolizes his dedi­
cation to God, he has continued need of the 
faculty of will. He does not become a machine 
without will, an automaton or robot or puppet 
moved or operated solely by the will of some­
one else. He has to use his will more conscious­
ly than ever before, to make his future deci­
sions in harmony with the written Word of 
God and oftentimes in agreement with the in­
structions that come through God’s visible or­
ganization. He has to determine what God has 
willed and then to will in harmony with what 
God desires. He has to decide in favor of what 
is to the best interests of God’s kingdom and 
of God’s organized people and of himself as a 
Christian.

For example, he may have to decide whether 
he should get married or not. Hence he has to 
exercise his will as to what his decision should 
be. In support of this fact, the apostle Paul 
wrote: “If anyone thinks he is behaving im­
properly toward his virginity, if that is past 
the bloom of youth, and this is the way it 
should take place, let him do what he wants; 
he does not sin. Let them marry. But if anyone 
stands settled in his heart, having no neces­
sity, but has authority over his own will and

has made this decision in his own heart, to 
keep his own virginity, he will do well.” (1 Cor. 
7:36, 37) As regards widows, the apostle says: 
“If her husband should fall asleep in death, 
she is free to be married to whom she wants, 
only in the Lord.” (1 Cor. 7:39) She has free­
dom of will, but not without limitation. She 
has a freedom to will to remarry only to the 
extent of marrying a man who is in union with 
the Lord.

Hence it is that, when a grateful Bible stu­
dent lovingly makes a dedication of himself to 
God and symbolizes that dedication by water 
baptism, he dies to his past course of action, 
not to his faculty of will. In the past his course 
of action was designed to please himself or 
creatures whom he liked, respected or feared. 
After his dedication, as symbolized by water 
baptism, he pursues a new course of action, 
that of pleasing Jehovah God by doing that 
which God has willed. Wisely, then, he trains 
his conscious will power to make decisions con­
formable to what God wills.

Of course, the word “will” has also the mean­
ing of that which is willed; a desire or wish. 
It is in harmony with this meaning of will 
that we pray: “Our Father in the heavens, let 
your name be sanctified. Let your kingdom 
come. Let your will come to pass, as in heaven, 
also upon earth.” (Matt. 6:9, 10) From this 
standpoint, when we take the step of dedica­
tion, we come to do God’s will and no longer 
our own. But to do God’s will henceforth we 
must always keep in mind what it is or we 
must determine and learn what God’s will is. 
Then we must will consciously, intelligently, 
deliberately to do it without fear of creatures.

Jesus always did God’s will, even as a car­
penter at Nazareth, even as long as he “con­
tinued subject” to his earthly parents. He said: 
“I have come down from heaven to do, not 
my will, but the will of him that sent me.” 
(John 6:38-40) When Jesus, about the age of 
thirty years, came to do Jehovah’s will in ful­
fillment of Psalm 40:7, 8, he died to his past 
course of life on earth. He quit leading the life 
of an obscure citizen of Nazareth out of the 
public eye; he laid down his carpenter tools; 
he stepped out from any subjection to an earth­
ly parent, whether Joseph or Mary; he left 
home where he had certain responsibilities as 
the oldest and firstborn son of the family. He 
undertook to carry out certain vital fulfillments 
of God’s law through Moses as pertaining to 
the priesthood, as to the prophethood like that
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of Moses, etc., and especially as to the kingship 
to which he was an heir through King David 
of Jerusalem. He devoted himself to the inter­
ests of the kingdom that John the Baptist was 
announcing.

After taking this step and being baptized in 
water to testify to his step, Jesus still had his 
conscious will power. He 
had not died to it. His 
will had always been to 
do God’s will, whatever 
God’s will was at the 
time. He kept on doing 
God’s will, just as he had 
in the past. However, in 
doing God’s will after his 
water baptism, he had 
to exercise his will more 
firmly than ever before.
W hy? Because it was Je­
hovah’s will to make this 
Chief Agent of human 
salvation “perfect through sufferings.” This re­
quired the exercise of Jesus’ will to decide to 
face sufferings and go through them. “He him­
self has suffered when being put to the test.” 
And under test he had to will to hold true, 
loyal and obedient to God. (Heb. 2:10, 18) “Al­
though he was a Son [of God], he learned obe­
dience from the things he suffered.” To keep 
on willing right he had to offer up “supplica­
tions and also petitions to the one who was 
able to save him out of death, with strong out­

cries and tears, and he was favorably heard 
for his godly fear.” (Heb. 5:7, 8) When he was 
in an agony and his sweat became as drops of 
blood falling to the ground, he prayed to God: 
“Let, not my will, but yours take place.” (Luke 
22:41-44) That required the strenuous exercise 
of will power.

After Jesus was bap­
tized into death and was 
raised from the dead, he 
still had his will power. 
When Peter asked him 
concerning the future of 
the apostle John, Jesus 
replied: “If I will that 
he tarry till I come, what 
is that to thee? follow 
thou me.” (John 21:22, 
23, AS) C o n seq u en tly , 
the glorified Jesus Christ 
in heaven is now exer­
cising his will power in 

harmony with his dedication and in full accord 
with his model prayer to God: “Let your will 
come to pass, as in heaven also upon earth.” 

It therefore remains appropriate to say con­
cerning the water baptism of the dedicated 
candidate: “It means his past course of life is 
buried (as by the immersion in water) and he 
comes up from the water to do only God’s will 
and walk in newness of life thereafter.”— The 
Watchtower, July 1, 1955, page 403, para­
graph 8.

N N O U N C E M E N T S

FIELD MINISTRY
During January Jehovah’s witnesses world­

wide will be offering to persons of good will a 
year’s subscription for The Watchtower, with 
three Scriptural booklets, for $1. Watchtower 
readers are invited to share in this activity. 
For further information, write us or go to the 
nearest Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s witnesses.

A QUARTER OF A MILLION COPIES 
This year a quarter of a million copies of the 

1959 Yearbook of Jehovah3s Witnesses are be­
ing printed. No reprints are scheduled. Have 
you received your copy? You will want to begin

reading at once this thrilling report of the 
world-wide preaching work done during 1958 
as well as the Scriptural information included 
to provide inspirational reading for every day 
of the year. Send 50c today. Add 25c to your 
order and receive also the beautifully illustrat­
ed calendar for 1959.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS 
February 1: “Stay by These Things.” Page 5.
February 8: Who Really Can Be Saved? and

“Let All Your Affairs Take Place with 
Love.” Page 13.


