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‘y 4 r t n o z c 7 z c i r i Q
J E H O V A H ’ S

K I N G D O M

THE Great Teacher was the keenest 
observer of human nature this earth 
has ever seen. Unerringly he detected ul­
terior motives and unsparingly he spoke 

out against them. In one of his strictures 
against a common human failing he once 
said:

“Take good care not to practice your 
righteousness in front of men in order to 
be observed by them; otherwise you will 
have no reward with your Father who is 
in the heavens. Hence when you start mak­
ing gifts of mercy, do not blow a trumpet 
ahead of you, just as the hypocrites do in 
the synagogues and in the streets, that 
they may be glorified by men. Truly I say 
to you, They are having their reward in 
full. But you, when making gifts of mercy, 
do not let your left hand know what your 
right is doing, that your gifts of mercy 
may be in secret; then your Father who 
is looking on in secret will repay you.” 
—Matt. 6:1-4.

How searching these words of the Great 
Teacher are! How well the Son of God 
understood human nature, especially fall­
en, imperfect human nature! We may not 
think of blowing a literal trumpet, but we 
are prone to advertise our own goodness. 
As the Scriptural proverb states: “A mul­

titude of men will proclaim each one his 
own loving-kindness, but a faithful man 
who can find?” Fittingly we are therefore 
counseled: “May a stranger, and not your 
own mouth, praise you; may a foreigner, 
and not your own lips, do so.” A deed may 
seem to be generous, but if we call atten­
tion to it the deed becomes a mere invest­
ment in our reputation. Our motives be­
come suspect and we lay ourselves open to 
the charge of pride and hypocrisy.—Prov. 
20:6; 27:2.

But just what did Jesus mean by telling 
us not to let our left hand know what our 
right hand is doing in the matter of char­
ity? For one thing, it would indicate the 
greatest secrecy regarding our giving. 
Since the left hand works so very closely 
with the right in almost everything we do, 
for the left not to know would certainly 
preclude our boasting about our charitable 
works to even our closest companion, be 
that a wife or a husband. By means of this 
hyperbole Jesus was also driving home the
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point or vital principle that our chief con­
cern should be to win God’s approval rath­
er than man’s.

Not that there may not be times when 
calling attention to our own good works 
would serve a good purpose, as when mak­
ing a certain point or when endeavoring to 
stir others to follow a good course. Thus 
King David pointed to the treasure he con­
tributed to the building of a temple to 
Jehovah, gold and silver to the value of 
well over $90 million. Likewise other faith­
ful servants of Jehovah, both before and 
since his day, including the Son of God, 
at times made mention of their good works. 
However, in no instance was this done for 
the purpose of being “glorified by men.” 
Rather, it was done for the purpose of 
glorifying God, as when David went on to 
say to Jehovah: “And yet, who am I and 
who are my people, that we should retain

B r o o k l y n , N.Y.
power to make voluntary offerings like 
this? For everything is from you and out 
of your own hand we have given to you.” 
Or it may have been done to stir others to 
do likewise, as when Paul recounted his 
course of action and the hardships he en­
dured as a Christian minister, missionary 
and apostle, enabling him to say: “Become 
imitators of me, even as I am of Christ.” 
—1 Chron. 29:3, 4, 13, 14; 1 Cor. 11:1; 
2 Cor. 6:3-10; 11:12-33.

Truly the Great Teacher, the Son of 
God, had keen understanding of human 
nature. He well knew that “the heart is 
deceitful above all things, and it is ex­
ceedingly corrupt: who can know it?” 
With the aid of God’s Word and holy spirit 
or active force Jesus Christ was able to 
understand the heart of man.—Jer. 17: 
9, AS.

STieWATCHTOWER.

Blind Man Helps Others to See

L ACK of sight is no insurmountable barrier g  
to Gene Cauthron, who, although blind, is §§ 
an active minister of Jehovah’s witnesses, g  
Working with the Hollenbeck unit of the Los jj 

Angeles (California) congregation, Cauthron g  
has become efficient in the handling of Bible g  
discussions as well as preaching from door g  
to door.
H  This all became possible when another j j  

m inister of Jehovah’s witnesses called on him g  
back in 1953 and assisted him in gaining an j j  
accurate knowledge of the Bible. A short while f §  
later this minister supplied him with a Braille g  
Bible and other literature in Braille. Thus j j  
Gene Cauthron started on the road of a voca- g  
tion that has permitted him to become a help =  
to those who, even though possessing normal j j  
vision, could not fully understand the Bible g  
and its many truths.
C. With much effort and determination, Gene j j  
has also been able to deliver one-hour Bible g  
lectures on special Bible topics. This is re- 1  
markable, considering the fact that all re- g  
search must be done in Braille. Yet the g  
audience never feels uneasy because of his j j

visual blindness. They experience a feeling of 
assuredness in all that he says, because all 
statements are amply supported with Bible 
proof.
C. Gene also shares in instructing individuals 
who are interested in gaining accurate Bible 
knowledge in the privacy of their own homes. 
He is currently assisting a family of three in 
gaining comfort and knowledge from studying 
the Bible.
C. Gene experiences much joy in this very im­
portant profession of preaching. He now feels 
that he is contributing something to the ever­
lasting welfare of his fellow man. He regu­
larly engages in the house-to-house ministry 
and has devised ways of keeping a house-to- 
house record and delivering oral sermons 
right at the doors.
C. In addition to adequately caring for his 
ministerial duties he supports himself by 
working as an assembler for a plumbing firm. 
At the age of thirty-three, Gene finds himself 
happy in doing his utmost in praising the Al­
mighty God Jehovah, and helping others to 
see with the eyes of understanding.
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T O  T H IS w d ft L D
H a ve the churches of M  
Christendom met the ^  
challenge of today’s ^  
worldly conformity? *

" Ar /T s  has long been 
the tendency of man­
kind to conform to the 
crowd. The results have 
long been unhappy.
Despite repeatedly sad 
results, hum ans and 
human o rgan iza tion s 
continue to conform to the world. Small 
wonder that we have reached what one edu­
cator calls “the age of conformity.” Mass 
communications and educational organiza­
tions have been criticized for not meeting 
the challenge of today’s conformity. Where 
can the people turn for leadership in resist­
ing worldly conformity?

Many persons look to the churches of 
Christendom for direction. They feel that, 
of all organizations today, certainly the 
churches ought to take the lead in resisting 
worldly conformity. And should not the 
churches, of all organizations, conform to 
Biblical right principles rather than to the 
world?

Not unreasonably, one should expect re­
ligious leaders to adhere to the rule found 
in the Bible at Romans 12:2, which reads, 
according to Christendom’s popular mod­
em English translation, the Revised Stand­
ard Version, “Do not be conformed to this 
world.”

Well, then, how are the churches meet­
ing the challenge of today’s worldly con­

formity? Are they reso lu te ly  
pointing to Bible principles? Are 

they, with all clarity, warning professed 
Christians of the perils of conforming to 
this world? Are the churches themselves 
setting the example in not conforming to 
this world?

A noted educator recently surveyed the 
religious scene. What he found is recorded 
in the book The Age of Conformity: “In 
their efforts to hold their influence over 
a sensory society, the churches have failed 
to maintain with uncompromising clarity 
the spiritual standards of their origins. 
Some have turned to popular entertain­
ment to lure their constituents at least 
physically into their houses of worship. 
Church community centers function with 
dutiful vigor; coffee is served in the crypt 
after Communion, and bingo enlivens ca­
thedrals. . . . Sermons have become more 
mundane and popular, and some church­
men have embarked . . . upon the contro­
versial political and economic seas of their 
communities. All these attempts do not ap­
pear to have won the public to greater 
spiritual devotion.”
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SOCIAL CLUB ATMOSPHERE

When we examine a typical church 
weekly or monthly program we often find 
the social club atmosphere. Church bulle­
tins abound with references to a bewilder­
ing array of dinners, various kinds of pic­
nics, square dances, social affairs for the 
young, schedules for sports events, sales 
and entertainments. “A great many clergy­
men,” writes J. F. Saunders, “fear that 
the secondary functions of the church are 
beclouding and superseding the primary 
one. There is a tendency to place record 
memberships above solid spirituality and 
to mistake a seeking after social activities 
for religious fervor.”

There is no doubt that giving a church 
the social club atmosphere does wonders 
for the church membership roll. But what 
does it do to the church? Kermit Eby, a 
University of Chicago social scientist, ob­
serves that the trouble today is “the church 
has become respectable, a please-the- 
crowd institution instead of an unfettered 
champion of principle. . . . This trend to 
respectability and conformity has under­
mined the church as an instrument of 
God.”—Cleveland Plain Dealer, August 13, 
1956.

Social scientist Eby has indeed furnished 
food for thought—“a please-the-crowd in­
stitution instead of an unfettered cham­
pion of principle.” That phrase well de­
scribes so many churches; they have 
conformed to worldly ways to gain mem­
bers. Instead of conforming to the crowd 
the early Christians conformed to God’s 
will as revealed in the Bible. They lived 
up to the command at Romans 12:2: “Quit 
being fashioned after this system of things, 
but be transformed by making your mind 
over, that you may prove to yourselves 
the good and acceptable and complete will 
of God.”

B r o o k l y n , N .Y .
ATTEMPT TO SERVE TWO MASTERS

How impossible, then, for true religion to 
conform to this world! One cannot conform 
to the world and at the same time conform 
to God’s will. The Master stated the in­
flexible rule: “No one can be a slave to two 
masters; for either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or he will stick to the 
one and despise the other.”—Matt. 6:24.

Yet the churches have tried to serve two 
masters. British prelate H. R. L. Sheppard 
wrote in his book If I Were Dictator: 
“What is wrong with the churches is that 
they try to be both Christian and secular 
at the same time. Is not this perhaps to 
give to Caesar the things that are God’s? 
. . .  At the moment the churches are pri­
marily devoted to finance and prestige.. . .  
They have consented to enter the world’s 
arena.”

Financially, the results of this policy 
have been gratifying. Spiritually, the re­
sults have been catastrophic. Small won­
der that Christendom finds herself in the 
worst plight in history; the colossus of a 
moral breakdown stalks throughout Chris­
tendom. The churches’ conformity to world­
ly ways has backfired. Church members 
are hardly different from nonchurch mem­
bers. They have not been trained to live 
according to God’s will. Christianity is not 
only a way of believing; it is a way of 
living. Conformed-to-the-world churches 
have not transformed their members into 
conformed-to-God’s-will Christians.

It is not surprising, then, that we often 
hear comments such as that once expressed 
by American clergyman John Haynes 
Holmes: “It is a little difficult to think of 
America as a Christian nation—that is, if 
one thinks of Christianity in terms not of 
belief or profession of faith, but of actual 
life. There are Christian churches enough 
in this country. . . . But what influence 
do these churches have upon the thought 
and conduct of the average citizen, and
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what difference would it make to the life 
of the community if they were closed, 
never again to be opened?”

The answer is only too obvious. Con­
formity to the world is weakness, not 
strength, compromise, not integrity. True 
moral and spiritual power comes from un­
flinching adherence to God’s will; any oth­
er course is spiritually devitalizing. “The 
Christianity of today cheats itself,” de­
clares Dr. Albert Schweitzer, “with the 
delusions that it is making its position as 
a church stronger year by year. It is ac­
commodating itself to the spirit of the age 
by adopting a kind of modern worldliness. 
. . . Just in proportion as it gains in ex­
ternal power, it loses in spiritual.”

UNSCRIPTURAL WORLDLINESS
How glaring is the unscriptural worldli­

ness of Christendom’s churches! Powerful 
Bible truths have been watered down so 
that sermons become please-the-crowd 
speeches. “There will be a period of time,” 
foretold Christ’s apostle, “when they will 
not put up with the healthful teaching, 
but, in accord with their own desires, they 
will accumulate teachers for themselves 
to have their ears tickled.” Ear-tickling 
sermons are the specialty of so many 
churches!—2 Tim. 4:3.

Churches have gone after prestige and 
financial gain. They have sought glory 
from the world, despite Jesus’ definite pro­
nouncement: “Woe, whenever all men 
speak well of you, for things like this are 
what their forefathers did to the false 
prophets.” They have initiated all manner 
of dubious methods to raise funds, includ­
ing games of chance. They have adulterat­
ed God’s Word with philosophy and psy­
chology to please more people, despite the 
words of the apostle Paul: “We have re­
nounced the underhanded things of which 
to be ashamed, not walking in craftiness 
neither adulterating the word of God, but
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by making the truth manifest recommend­
ing ourselves to every human conscience.” 
Churches have preached politics and dab­
bled in politics despite clear-cut Biblical 
warnings: “The form of worship that is 
clean and undefiled from the standpoint 
of our God and Father is this: to care for 
orphans and widows in their tribulation, 
and to keep oneself without spot from the 
world.” “Adulteresses, do you not know 
that the friendship with the world is en­
mity with God? Whoever, therefore, wants 
to be a friend of the world is constituting 
himself an enemy of God.”—Luke 6:26; 
2 Cor. 4:2; Jas. 1:27; 4:4.

Is it strange that conformity to this 
world makes one an enemy of God? No, 
for this world is under the control of the 
“god of this system of things,” Satan the 
Devil. (2 Cor. 4:4) This world’s ways are 
in direct conflict with the righteous re­
quirements of God. And yet, as G. G. D. 
Kilpatrick, principal of the United Theo­
logical College, Montreal, says of the 
churches: “We have acquiesced in con­
ventions, practices, and aims which are at 
entire variance with the ideals and spirit 
of the religion we profess.”

Is there any doubt about Christendom’s 
churches being conformed to this world? 
Not in the opinion of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America, which said in its 1954 
State of the Churches Report: “The aver­
age church is so much conformed to the 
world that people are surprised if it sharp­
ly challenges the prevailing behavior of the 
community.”

Though the churches have conformed to 
this world despite the unequivocal com­
mand, “Do not be conformed to this world,” 
there is no reason for you to take the same 
disobedient course. The Bible points out 
God’s will. Learn that will. Pattern your 
life according to it. Let this journal help 
you do that.



Imitating the Shulammite in Exclusive Devotion
({✓ ‘‘O L A C E  me as a seal upon your 

^ heart, as a seal upon your arm; 
because love is as strong as death is, in­
sistence on exclusive devotion is as un­
yielding as Sheol is. Its blazings are the 
blazings of a fire, the flame of Jah.” Thus 
a simple Shulammite country girl, with 
whom King Solomon had fallen in love, 
expressed her feelings for her lover, a 
shepherd youth.—Cant. 8:6.*

She was a dusky maiden, due to work­
ing in the fields in the sun. In the line of 
duty she had come across King Solomon’s 
encampment. He at once became enamored 
of her, for she was indeed the “most beau­
tiful one among women,” according to the 
court ladies. Solomon tried to overawe 
her with the dazzling splendor of his en­
campment and of his palace in Jerusalem. 
He also flattered her with pretty speeches, 
but all in vain. She remained steadfast, 
faithful to her shepherd lover. In doing so 
she was truly wise, for she meant every­
thing to her lover; but to King Solomon 
she was neither his first nor his only love; 
eventually she would have become just 
one of a thousand!—Cant. 1:8.

This Song of Songs, or Superlative Song, 
is part of the inspired Word of God written 
for our comfort, hope and instruction. In 
it are pictured the love of Jesus for his 
body of followers, which love surpasses 
that of the love of a man for a woman, 
and the love of his body of followers, his 
bride, for him and their exclusive devotion 
to him as the Bridegroom. However, Jesus 
lovingly died not only for his bride of 144,- 
000 members who will share his throne 
but also for all his other sheep, all those 
of mankind who will gain everlasting life 
upon earth. These latter ones are repre­
sented on earth today by a great crowd 
that have come from all nations and hail

* For details see The Watchtower, December 1, 1957.

Jehovah as God and Christ as King, even 
as the bride of Christ is represented on 
earth by a mere remnant. For all of these 
the Shulammite also set a noteworthy ex­
ample of exclusive devotion.

By pondering over what Jesus has done 
for us, by noting his expressions of en­
dearment in God’s Word, as well as his 
promises regarding the future, our love 
for him will grow. That love will cause us 
to give him exclusive devotion, which, in 
turn, will protect us from materialistic per­
sons who would awaken in us a love or de­
sire for selfish things. And just as the Shu­
lammite was very discreet, so must we be. 
Yes, far from stumbling others, our con­
duct should recommend the truth to those 
on the outside.

To misguided friends who feel sorry for 
us because of our taking our religion so 
seriously as to give our Lord exclusive de­
votion, we want to say as did the Shulam­
mite, ‘Do not try to awaken such love in 
us.’ While they consider our course foolish, 
we know that in fact it is a wise one, even 
as was that of the Shulammite. Not only 
did our Lord show the greatest possible 
measure of love for us by dying for us, 
but he holds out to us endless happiness 
with him in his new world. (John 15:13) 
The Solomon-like materialistic world is 
concerned, not about our welfare, but only 
in serving its own ends. How foolish to 
listen to it!

Her shepherd lover praised the Shulam­
mite for her scarlet lips and agreeable 
speaking. By our preaching the good news 
of God’s kingdom our Shepherd Lover 
will also find our lips and speaking to be 
praiseworthy. Truly the account of the love 
that the Shulammite and her lover had 
for each other is part of the inspired things 
recorded for our comfort, hope and in­
struction.
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earthen
f-:. -j-J

I N ANCIENT times earthen vessels 
were used in Biblical lands as con­
tainers for the safe preservation of 

valuables. So at Jeremiah 32:14 (AS) we 
read that the prophet commanded Baruch 
to put deeds of purchase in an earthen ves­
sel, “that they may continue many days.” 
The apostle Paul may have had this custom 
in mind when he wrote to the congregation 
at Corinth: “We have this treasure in 
earthen vessels.” (2 Cor. 4:7) From the 
context it is clear that by the vessels here 
spoken of he meant the human organisms 
of dedicated Christians, himself and his 
brothers, and this is further corroborated 
by 2 Timothy 2:20, 21, where he says: 
“Now in a large house there are vessels not 
only of gold and silver but also of wood and 
earthenware, and some for an honorable

honorable purpose, sancti­
fied, useful to his owner, 
p rep ared  fo r every  good 
work.”

Now what is the “treas­
ure” that is hidden in these 
live e a rth e n  “vessels”? 
From Paul’s argumentation 
we find that it is the min- 

“ I s t r y  e n tru s te d  to  Jeho­
vah’s fa ith fu l slaves, ‘the 
gloriops treasure of serv­
ice.’ I t  is tru e  th a t  the 
members of Christ’s body 

" l i r e  recep tac les  fo r the 
truth, but this alone does 
not meet the apostle’s ex­
p lana tion . F o r we read: 
“As we have such a hope, 
we are using great freeness 
of Speech, and . .  . since we 
have this ministry accord­
ing to the mercy that was 

shown us, we do not behave improperly,. . .  
but by making the truth manifest recom­
mending ourselves to every human con­
science in the sight of God.” (2 Cor. 3:12, 
13; 4:1, 2) Yes, it is the precious privilege 
of service that is meant by the treasure. 
And is it not true that the great God of the 
universe has granted the invaluable privi­
lege of serving as his witnesses to lowly hu­
mans, although the angels would have 
hailed such an assignment with the great­
est joy? It is as Peter tells his brothers: 
“Into these very things [which have now 
been announced to you] angels are desiring 
to peer. Hence brace up your minds for ac­
tivity.” And: “You are ‘ . . . a people for 
special possession, that you should declare 
abroad the excellencies’ of the one that 
called you out of darkness into his won­
derful light.”—1 Pet. 1:12, 13; 2:9.

purpose but others for a purpose lacking < n o  f l e s h  m ig h t  b o a s t ”
honor. If, therefore, anyone keeps clear of And why has almighty Jehovah chosen 
the latter ones, he will be a vessel for an such frail earthen vessels, who are in
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themselves absolutely unworthy of such 
honor and lacking in power to resist the 
pressure brought to bear upon them by the 
enemy? The apostle answers: “That the 
power beyond what is normal may be 
God’s and not that out of ourselves. . . . 
in order that no flesh might boast in the 
sight of God.” (2 Cor. 4:7; 1 Cor. 1:28, 29) 
And surely divine power is needed to make 
these vessels bear up under the heavy 
pressure, and it is also given in adequate 
measure. Let us read Paul’s description in 
the next verses (8-11) here at 2 Corin­
thians, chapter 4: “We are pressed in 
every way, but not cramped beyond move­
ment; we are perplexed, but not absolutely 
with no way out; we are persecuted, but 
not left in the lurch; we are thrown down, 
but not destroyed. Always we endure every­
where in our body the death-dealing treat­
ment given to Jesus, that the life of Jesus 
may also be made manifest in our . . . 
mortal flesh. Consequently, death is at 
work in us, but life in you.”

“Death is at work in us, but life in you”! 
When the apostle wrote these words he re­
ferred to himself and to his fellow apostles 
and other colaborers in comparison with 
the members of the newly founded con­
gregations of believers in Greece. But how 
well this expression states the relationship 
of God’s anointed remnant of treasure­
bearing vessels in our day toward his “oth­
er sheep,” to whom it has been and is their 
sweet privilege to minister the life-giving 
truth and who are zealously and faithfully 
sharing in the grand service of heralding 
the Kingdom now established! In Revela­
tion 22:17 we are told: “The spirit and the 
bride keep on saying, ‘Come!’ And let any­
one hearing say, ‘Come!’ And let anyone 
thirsting come; let anyone that wishes take 
life’s water free.” These words leave no 
doubt that the ministry in these days is 
shared by the two classes. This sacred 
service they will carry on right into and
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through the battle of Armageddon, as was 
indicated by the answer given to Isaiah 
when he inquired of Jehovah how long he 
was to continue telling the message to the 
people: “Until cities be waste without in­
habitant, and homes without man, and the 
land become utterly waste.” (Isa. 6:8-12, 
AS) After the fall of Christendom testi­
mony will be given against the godless ele­
ment then in power, until the “war of the 
great day of God the Almighty” destroys 
them and his own universal sovereignty 
stands vindicated forever.

The already “great” multitude of the 
Lord’s “other sheep” will continue to grow 
in number, whereas the remnant of Christ’s 
anointed body members decreases year 
by year as members thereof finish their 
course in death, faithful to the end. For 
them, however, the sweet promise is held 
out that “the things they did go right with 
them.” They are experiencing an instan­
taneous resurrection and enter right into 
their share in the work of their reigning 
King and Bridegroom. No wonder Revela­
tion calls them “happy”!—Rev. 14:13.

ODOR OF LIFE, ODOR OF DEATH
In Revelation 22:17 the message 

preached was likened to life-giving water, 
which the thirsty ones can come and take 
“without money and without price,” as 
Isaiah put it. (55:1-3, AV) In his letter to 
the Corinthians Paul uses another illus­
tration that shows the different effect that 
this ministry has upon people of good will, 
on the one hand, and upon those of a bad 
disposition toward the Kingdom, on the 
other hand. He says: “Thanks be to God 
who always leads us in a triumphal proces­
sion in company with the Christ and makes 
the odor of the knowledge of him percep­
tible through us in every place! For to God 
we are a sweet odor of Christ among those 
who are being saved and among those who 
are perishing; to the latter ones an odor
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issuing from death to death, to the former 
ones an odor issuing from life to life. And 
who is adequately qualified for these 
things?”—2 Cor. 2:14-16.

The apostle was here referring to the 
practice in those days of burning sweet in­
cense all along the route as the triumphal 
procession of a military victor moved 
through the streets of the welcoming capi­
tal. So, by spreading abroad in this day 
everywhere the ‘triumphant message of 
Jehovah’s established kingdom,’ his truth­
bearing vessels are diffusing and making 
manifest the sweet fragrance of this mes­
sage. Honest persons of good will toward 
God and his theocratic government sense 
the sweetness of the knowledge thus dif­
fused, and to them the witness work has 
the smell of health and life. They breathe 
in the atmosphere of the Kingdom truth, 
which is an odor of life that leads to life. 
The message gains victories in that it 
transforms many, who formerly were ene­
mies of God by wicked works, into wit­
nesses of Jehovah and preachers of the 
good news of his theocratic kingdom. They 
render thanks to Jehovah God and to his 
King, whose triumphal procession they 
joyfully join, loudly crying out: “Salvation 
we owe to our God, who is seated on the 
throne, and to the Lamb.” (Rev. 7:10) 
On the other hand, to those who love the 
things of this old world the Kingdom mes­
sage is a stench in their nostrils, ‘an odor 
of death’ that leads to death.

Not only is the message that Jehovah’s 
witnesses preach an odor, but they them­
selves are so also. And so the apostle ended 
up his statement about the triumphal pro­
cession by saying: “And who is adequately 
qualified for these things?” He then an­
swers his own question in these words: 
“We are; for we are not peddlers of the 
word of God as many men are, but as out 
of sincerity, yes, as sent from God, under
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God’s view, in company with Christ, we 
are speaking.”—2 Cor. 2:17.

Those who are opposed to the Kingdom 
message accuse the witnesses of all sorts 
of “crimes,” and often the authorities pros­
ecute them as “peddlers,” in an effort to 
stop their preaching or at least make their 
activity appear in a bad light. Paul here 
gives a definite answer to such accusa­
tions; and even though some misinformed 
people may think differently, every real 
witness realizes that he is doing his preach­
ing work “as sent from God, under God’s 
view in company with Christ,” and as such 
it is also realized and appreciated by those 
who are of good will.

VOLUNTARY LIGHT-BEARERS
In this connection it is worthy of notice 

that this witness work calls for volunteers, 
for people who say, as Isaiah of old: “Here 
am I; send me.” (Isa. 6:8, AV) Hence there 
should never be any attempt at forcing 
people to take part in this work. The thing 
for Jehovah’s witnesses to do, when people 
show interest in the message, is to study 
the Bible with them and thus supply them 
with the needed knowledge of God’s pur­
poses and his will, so that Jehovah’s spirit 
can operate upon them; and then to show 
them how they can share their newly got­
ten invaluable knowledge and joy with oth­
ers. In this way all persons dedicated to 
Jehovah God can be light-bearers in this 
dark and gloomy world.

In Second Corinthians Paul uses another 
illustration that emphasizes this function 
as light-bearers and at the same time ex­
plains why most people do not see the light 
that is being radiated from Jehovah’s serv­
ants. He refers to the fact that Moses’ face 
was radiating because of Jehovah’s glory 
that he had beheld on Mount Sinai. This 
reflected glory the Israelites could not gaze 
at, so that Moses had to put a veil over 
his face when he spoke to them. And Paul
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explains the significance of this happening 
and applies it to our ministry as follows: 
“Moses would put a veil upon his face, that 
the sons of Israel might not gaze intently 
at the end of that which was to be done 
away with. But their mental perceptions 
were dulled. . . . when there is a turning 
to Jehovah, the veil is taken away. If, now, 
the good news we declare is in fact veiled, 
it is veiled among those who are perishing, 
among whom the god of this system of 
things has blinded the minds of the un­
believers, that the illumination of the glo­
rious good news about the Christ, who is 
the image of God, might not shine through. 
For God is he who said: ‘Let the light shine 
out of darkness,’ and he has shone on our 
hearts to illuminate them with the glorious 
knowledge of God by the face of Christ.” 
—2 Cor. 3:12-14,16; 4:3,4,6.

This glorious light, which they have re­
ceived from God through Christ, Jehovah’s 
witnesses are faithfully reflecting. And 
they have, to quote further the apostle’s 
argument, “renounced the underhanded 
things of which to be ashamed, not walk­
ing in craftiness neither adulterating the 
word of God, but by making the truth man­
ifest recommending [themselves] to every 
human conscience in the sight of God.”

(2 Cor. 4:2) So if any persons are having 
the light of truth veiled from their sight, 
it is certainly not the responsibility of Je­
hovah’s witnesses, but it is their own.

Especially is this so in view of the state­
ment at Revelation 18:1: “I saw another 
angel descending from heaven, with great 
authority, and the earth was lighted up 
from his glory.” When this prophecy went 
into fulfillment by the Lord Jesus’ coming 
in his kingdom power, the prophetic com­
mand at Isaiah 60:1, 2 became effective: 
“Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and 
the glory of Jehovah is risen upon thee. 
For, behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 
and gross darkness the peoples; but Jeho­
vah will arise upon thee, and his glory 
shall be seen upon thee.” And since 1919 
Jehovah’s earthen vessels have been active 
accordingly, with the result foretold in 
verse 3: “And nations shall come to thy 
light, and kings to the brightness of thy 
rising.”—AS.

So let each one of the remnant and of 
the “other sheep” keep on shining as illu­
minators in the world (Phil. 2:15), in 
grateful appreciation of their grand and 
most unique privilege of service, the price­
less treasure that they have in their earth­
en vessels.

Associations Produce Effects

The Bible principle “Bad associations spoil useful habits” illustrates how people 
are influenced by the association with the wrong kind of people. On the other 
hand, good associations are conducive to producing and preserving useful habits.

Writing in Christian L ife  and the Unconscious, Ernest White speaks of “the way 
in which we affect one another in the ordinary relationships of life.” “Long and 
close friendship with another person,” he says, “often alters us in ways which 
are imperceptible to us but which may become evident to others. Friendship has 
a transforming power which is more than the conscious effects of companionship.
This transforming influence steals upon us unawares, and it sometimes comes as 
a surprising revelation to discover how much we have been influenced in our ways 
of thinking, or even in our habits and our ways of acting, by long years of close 
companionship with some man or woman whom we love. Similarly, there can 
be little doubt that parents and teachers may pass on their buried complexes to 
the children under their charge. Neither the parent nor the child is conscious of 
this, but it shows itself in reactions of behaviour.” How important that teachers 
and parents set right examples in thoughts and actions!



^As told by A. W. Checksfield

ONE day in 1940 at London, England, 
an elderly woman entered my place 
of business and presented her testimony 
card. After perusal I handed it back with 

the comment, “I’m not interested in re­
ligion!”

She, however, being a persistent person, 
did not accept my polite dismissal, but 
went right on to explain the vast differ­
ence between (true) Christianity and 
(false) religion. This short sermon really 
‘got’ me. I obtained the book Salvation 
and some copies of the Consolation (now 
Awake!) magazine. That night I lay on 
my bed and began reading the book. But 
after enjoying the brief introduction of 
“Emergency” I noted some Bible quota­
tions, and with that I flung the book across 
the room and went to sleep. Strangely 
enough, what little I did read worried me 
so much that I kept this book among 
things of value. So that was my first in­
troduction to the Kingdom message of Je­
hovah’s witnesses.

The seed was sown. The watering of it 
came some months later, toward the close 
of the year, when the witnesses, in their 
house-to-house ministry, came to the 
apartments where I was living to call on 
the people below. I was invited to join them 
in listening to the phonograph recording 
of the lecture “Government and Peace” 
by J. F. Rutherford, and I accepted. A

Bible study was arranged, and later start­
ed, with the aid of the book Salvation. 
I made rapid progress, for my keen desire 
to know more about Jehovah and his Son, 
Christ Jesus, also the desire to serve them, 
became very much sharpened. Yes, from 
that time onward each move made was the 
laying of the “right foundation for the 
future” for missionary service.—1 Tim. 
6:19.

Three months passed. Then a dedication 
was made to serve these Higher Powers 
of the new world. One month later (April, 
1941) I symbolized this dedication by wa­
ter immersion performed in a private pool 
at the Society’s British branch, London, 
and I well recall the then branch servant’s 
admonition, “Keep faithful, brother!” Be­
ing filled with the urgency of the times, 
and also giving heed to my former instruc­
tor’s unsound prediction (that ‘Armaged­
don will be inside of five years at the lat­
est’), I wanted to get right ‘into the Ark’ 
—the new system of things—before 1946; 
yes, before the “deluge” of Armageddon 
broke loose! But, behold, instead of Ar­
mageddon arriving in April of 1946, there 
arrived for me an invitation to attend the 
Watchtower Bible School of Gilead, to be 
trained for foreign missionary service.

Those five years (1941-1946) of “wait­
ing” were the most exciting and strangest 
of my life. The experiences therein certain­
ly made the “right foundation for the fu­
ture,” and, most important of all, such 
brought me to maturity quickly. Four 
months after being baptized I determined 
to pursue my purpose in life, and so appli­
cation for pioneer service was made. By 
January, 1942, after winding up my busi­
ness, etc., I began the most blessed, privi­
leged work on earth, that of a full-time 
minister of the great Creator, Jehovah 
God. My first assignment of service in this 
capacity was in a rural district of the Mid­
lands (England), and also to take oversight
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of a small congregation there. In August, 
eight months later, I received a most un­
usual assignment—that of being confined 
behind prison walls due to my refusal to 
serve any other powers or “superior au­
thorities” than those described at Romans 
13:1. Gladly I accepted this assignment be­
cause it was in harmony with Mark 13:9 
and Revelation 2:10. Experiences gained 
in prison life were (1) overcoming the 
hardship of lack of sufficient material food 
by partaking of an abundance of spiritual 
food, and (2) sticking to a daily schedule 
of Bible reading and study. (Job 23:12) 
Indeed the term “colleges” used for such 
places of confinement is very appropriate. 
In fact, due to my applying the knowledge 
gained therein relative to the counsel at 
1 Peter 3:15, a warder whom I often told 
of my hope also became a minister and wit­
ness of Jehovah!

Incidentally, after attending the 1953 
New York assembly I went on to England 
and there met this warder again for the 
first time since my release from “college” 
in 1943. We were overjoyed to see each 
other. I can almost still feel that big 
brotherly hug that he then gave me at a 
Kingdom Hall in London.

Upon completing the terms in the differ­
ent “colleges” and “graduating” with mer­
it, I received another assignment; this time 
direct from the “faithful and discreet 
slave” (through the Watch Tower Society) 
to work together with an elderly faithful 
pioneer of the “anointed” class. It was a 
grand privilege to work with “Mattie” 
Neate, who had been in full-time service 
for over twenty-five years. We had a tough 
assignment, a strong military and religious 
town in southern England. This was some 
months before D-day, the military inva­
sion of Nazi-occupied Europe. However, 
after working there a few months, and 
due to the authorities’ cat-and-mouse 
methods, I had to serve another term in
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“college”—a local one. Much publicity was 
given in the local newspapers about my 
case, in the form of letters from readers, 
some favorable and some unfavorable, as 
to wartime neutrality of Jehovah’s wit­
nesses. Later, after “graduating” and after 
helping to build up a strong congregation 
(of which I had oversight) in this town, 
I was assigned by the Society to special 
work in isolated territory in North Wales 
with a young pioneer brother from the 
north of England, whom as yet I had not 
met.

Eighteen months of working in North 
Wales, with my new partner, at the seaside 
and in the mountains, were indeed happy 
months. Yes, there we met up with hard­
ships in the way of food shortage because 
of wartime food rationing. One outstand­
ing experience in this respect was when 
we obtained accommodation in a boarding 
house before the hard wintry months set 
in. During a period in the winter of 1944 
we were having a lean time when quite 
surprisingly the owner of the place, an 
old lady, informed us that she was to visit 
her daughter down south (Wales) for a 
month or two and that she would leave 
the seventeen-room house in our charge, 
together with a cupboard full of food! Two 
weeks later the servant to the brethren 
(now circuit servant) paid us a visit, so 
we gave him a ‘royal’ time, best room in 
the house, etc.

Then came the year 1945, the ending of 
World War II and so the ending of the 
cat-and-mouse system of in and out of 
“colleges.” A surprise visit was made to 
England by the Society’s president, Broth­
er Knorr, and a call went out for brothers 
to enter foreign missionary service. I made 
application.

Came 1946, also an invitation to attend 
Gilead School; and so to start out on the 
journey, not yet through Armageddon into 
a cleansed earth, no, but to missionary

WATCHT OW ER.
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fields. We left England on the last day of 
that year’s May, the voyage to the U.S.A., 
on a 14,000-ton ship that rocked about on 
the Atlantic rollers like a matchbox, tak­
ing fourteen days. Then followed attending 
the first postwar international assembly at 
Cleveland, Ohio, and from there to attend 
the first international class of students at 
Gilead to receive five months’ strenuous 
training for foreign service. Those are 
days long to be remembered.

Having spent the early part of my boy­
hood among London’s slums at the time 
when tramcars were drawn along by horses 
and education was not so advanced as it 
is today, I became anxious about graduat­
ing from Gilead successfully. But with 
trust in Jehovah and by hard work, plus 
the president’s counsel (“don’t  worry but 
work”) at the opening of the eighth class, 
together with the great assistance of the 
instructors and brothers at Gilead, I suc­
cessfully graduated with merit, equipped 
to meet my ambition for missionary serv­
ice. During the course the question arose: 
“Since we have only a one-way ticket, 
where are we going from here?” By grad­
uation day that question was fully an­
swered. My foreign assignment, together 
with an Australian brother, was to be the 
Fiji islands. Before departure to Fiji we 
were privileged to spend a few days at 
the Brooklyn headquarters and factory to 
learn office procedure, etc.

Finally we left the U.S.A. shores for our 
new homeland, taking with us many happy 
memories of our association and grand 
days spent with our zealous and generous 
American brothers. After a fourteen-day 
sea voyage we arrived on Fiji in April, 
1947, eight weeks after graduation day, 
and six years almost to the day after sym­
bolizing my dedication to Jehovah’s service.

Geographically the Fiji islands are sit­
uated in the tropics, so the climate can get 
very hot at times, especially in wet or
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hurricane season from November to April. 
We arrived during the wet and hot spell 
—incidentally, a day before the Memorial 
celebration. Arrangements were made and 
the meeting was held in the Kingdom Hall 
in Suva, the capital. This meeting afforded 
us the opportunity of seeing our new broth­
ers and sisters with whom we were to work 
and serve. Four days later we started out 
in full sway in the house-to-house work. 
Each month cartons of books and booklets 
would be placed, together with many mag­
azines and the obtaining of subscriptions.

Then came my first test, the hot climate, 
for I have always had a liking for dry cold 
weather. This is best illustrated by re­
counting an experience after graduation 
day, six weeks before our arrival at Fiji, 
when I dived into the icy water of the 
pond at Gilead while brothers were cut­
ting ice for storage. The reason for doing 
this was to show and prove to a few of the 
American brothers that I could stand up 
to their wintry weather, in reply to their 
friendly teasing. However, the first year’s 
service in Fiji was most thrilling and in­
teresting, working and living among such 
a mixed population, including Fijians, In­
dians, Chinese, Europeans, Eurasians, and 
people from Samoa and other Pacific is­
lands. But the second year came as a kind 
of challenge; for now the new surround­
ings, customs of the people, and so on, 
began to become commonplace. Also, a 
little “homesickness” set in, the wanting 
of cooler climate. Then at that time the 
government became unfriendly by putting 
restrictions on the importation of the So­
ciety’s literature and other irksome ac­
tions. This trial of endurance was made 
harder when my partner left Fiji to return 
to his former homeland, Australia, because 
of ill health and to marry. Further, I con­
tracted a disease known as “self-pity.”

Happily I can report that by the close 
of the third year (1950) this seemingly
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big trial or combination of difficulties had 
been overcome. How? By leaning heavily 
upon Jehovah and his mighty theocratic 
organization, by keeping busy in His serv­
ice and by being determined to stick by 
my post as “the right kind of soldier.” 
Coupled with this was the encouragement 
received from headquarters and from the 
Australian branch, as well as from other 
brothers overseas. Truly, I have ‘tasted Je­
hovah’s goodness’ all these past eight years 
of missionary service.

Yes, what great joy I have received by 
sticking to my God-given assignment! Hap­
piness in seeing my work’s fruitage that 
Jehovah has given—that of people whom I 
contacted during those “trying” years ded­
icating their lives to Jehovah, then sym­
bolizing such by water immersion and, 
further, to train them in such happy serv­
ice! Some hold servant positions in the 
Suva congregation, and a few have taken 
up regular and vacation pioneer service. 
I had to continue alone as a missionary, 
due to the government not allowing entry 
of other Watch Tower missionaries to as­
sist us, but the local brothers responded 
well to the call for pioneer assistance. 
Three young congregation publishers, Eur­
asians, a brother and two sisters, joined 
the happy ranks as Jehovah’s full-time 
servants. So year after year increase in 
numbers of the New World society has 
been manifest. By 1955 we had a congre­
gation of over fifty strong, an increase of 
500 percent over 1947, the year of my 
arrival on Fiji.

Brooklyn, N.Y.
Soon afterward I began working in iso­

lated territory on the main island, Viti 
Levu (Fiji Big), among the Indian sugar­
cane planters and the Fijians, conducting, 
on an average, twenty-three home Bible 
studies a week. These folk become happy 
when given my reply to their propounded 
question about my returning to England 
—that I have no desire to leave Fiji, for 
there is no better place on earth for me. 
Also, I become happy when learning of 
such remarks as that of a dark-skinned 
Fijian to those who were taunting him 
because of his interest in Jehovah’s wit­
nesses: “He may have white skin, but, boy, 
he’s got a ‘black’ heart!” This goes for all 
the “white” witnesses.

As I write this my partner is at Gilead 
School and I am looking forward to being 
present at the 1958 Yankee Stadium as­
sembly to see him graduate. He will be 
the first Fijian graduate in the history of 
Gilead. In the meantime I am continuing 
as missionary and congregation servant 
for our group at Lautoka. Certainly the 
years spent here in missionary work have 
been happy ones and richly blessed. The 
work is growing rapidly now and we hope 
some of the brothers who are willing to 
serve where the need is great will be able 
to join us here.

I firmly believe that by accepting the 
Scriptural counsel at 1 Timothy 4:16, of 
staying with or sticking to one’s assign­
ment, I am laying a “right foundation for 
the future,” yes, for post-Armageddon as­
signments of service in Jehovah’s new 
world.

SEeWATCHTOWER.
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C. In 1754 John Wesley completed his "alterations” of the Authorized Version 
of 1611 together with his “Explanatory Notes.” As an honest student of the 
Scriptures Wesley rejected the trinitarian spurious text of 1 John 5:7 as found 
in the King James translation.— See Explanatory N otes Upon the N ew  Testam ent, 
by John Wesley, reprinted edition of 1948, p. 917.
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OT1HO can point out the way to sure 
iW lsuccess ? What teacher knows the se- 

| 4 |  cret of life itself? No man can fill 
that role; yet never were men in greater 
need of such an instructor. No man can 
truthfully boast that he knows what tomor­
row holds. (Prov. 27:1) None among men 
hold the secret of life, so that they can hold 
back the hand of death. For the answers to 
these things it is both reasonable and urgent 
for us to turn to the One who made man, 
and who therefore knows what man needs 
in order to live and be successful. As Elihu, 
the faithful companion of afflicted Job, 
truthfully said: “Look! God himself acts 
exaltedly with his power; who is an in­
structor like him?” (Job 36:22) He is the 
one who knows what lies ahead. “I am God, 
and there is none like me; declaring the 
end from the beginning, and from ancient 
times things that are not yet done; saying, 
My counsel shall stand, and I will do all 
my pleasure.” (Isa. 46:9, 10, AS) As the 
Source of life, he knows the secrets of life. 
In his “hand is the soul of everyone alive 
and the spirit of all flesh of man.”—Job 
12:10.

2S in c e  h i s  
Word can illumi­
nate the pathway 
of men and point
the way to follow, the divine instruction 
found in Joshua 1:8 must be conformed to 
by those who find success: “This book of 
the law should not depart from your mouth 
and you must in an undertone read in it 
day and night in order that you may take 
care to do according to all that is written 
in it, for then you will make your way 
successful and then you will act wisely.” 
That “book of the law” that Joshua was 
instructed to give attention to provided 
prophetic patterns of grander things to 
come and was written for our instruction. 
As we both meditate upon those prophet­
ic types and look intently at Jesus Christ, 
the one to whom they pointed, we find 
clearly set before us the way that leads to 
Jehovah’s favor, the way that is successful. 
—Gal. 3:24; Heb. 12:2.

3 The majority of men have failed to 
listen to the counsel the Bible gives. Some 
hopelessly see no solution to mankind’s 
problems. Others are of the same mind 
as worldly-wise Bildad, a would-be com­
forter of Job who relied on the philoso-

1. (a) What kind of instructor do men today need? (b) Where can they find such an instructor, and why is He best qualified ?

2. How does the formula for success at Joshua 1:8 affect Christians today ?3. Where do many seek instruction, and why unwisely so?
529
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phies of men. “Ask, please, of the former 
generation and direct [your attention] to 
the things searched out by their fathers. 
Will not they themselves instruct you, tell 
you, and from their heart will they not 
bring forth words?” (Job 8:8, 10) They 
set aside the Word of God in favor of hu­
man traditions. Since they find pleasure on­
ly in those teachers who deceitfully tickle 
their ears, Jehovah says: “ ‘I will make 
the wisdom of the wise men perish, and 
I will shove the intelligence of the intel­
lectual aside.’ For since, in the wisdom of 
God, the world through its wisdom did not 
get to know God, God saw good through 
the foolishness of what is preached to 
save those believing.”—1 Cor. 1:19, 21; 
Mark 7:8; 2 Tim. 4:3,4.

* To receive instruction from Jehovah 
God we must come to him as a child to 
a father whom he loves and deeply re­
spects. Jesus taught us to approach him 
that way. “Our Father in the heavens, let 
your name be sanctified.” (Matt. 6:9) We 
are invited to seek his instruction. “If any­
one of you is lacking in wisdom, let him 
keep on asking God, for he gives generous­
ly to all and without reproaching, and it 
will be given him. But let him keep on ask­
ing in faith, not doubting at all, for he who 
doubts is like a wave of the sea driven by 
the wind and blown about. In fact, let not 
that man suppose that he will receive any­
thing from Jehovah; he is an indecisive 
man, unsteady in all his ways.” (Jas. 1: 
5-8) Those who can leave the skepticism 
of the old world behind and who remember 
that it is not the position of men to call 
into question the ways of God will receive 
the instruction they seek. Doubters, scoff­
ers and skeptics will not receive anything 
from Jehovah, neither wisdom nor life in 
his new world.
4, 5. For us to be taught by Jehovah, what attitude must we display?

B r o o k l y n , N.Y.
5 The psalmist David well stated the at­

titude of those who learn from the Great 
Instructor Jehovah God: “He will cause 
the meek ones to walk in [his] judicial de­
cision and he will teach the meek ones his 
way. Who, now, is the man fearful of Je­
hovah? He will instruct him in the way 
[that] he will choose.” (Ps. 25:9,12) Their 
desire is that expressed at Psalm 143:10: 
“Teach me to do your will, for you are my 
God. Your spirit is good; may it lead me 
in the land of uprightness.” They are meek 
and teachable; they have faith; they ac­
knowledge him as God; they are confident 
that his way is upright. With such a proper 
viewpoint, they are in line to learn from 
him.

INSTRUCTION THROUGH GOD’S SERVANTS
6 From earliest times Jehovah used a 

teaching channel through which instruc­
tion was provided. Adam was the first hu­
man prophet of God and was used to con­
vey to his wife Eve the communications he 
received from Jehovah God. Noah was an­
other man used by God as a teacher. From 
their youth Noah had apparently taken 
great care to instill in his sons faith and 
the fear of God, with the result that both 
they and their wives were acceptable to 
God. About fifty years before the Flood 
the Lord God specifically mentioned that 
they were also in line for preservation. 
Not only did Jehovah tell Noah that the 
world was to end, but he gave specific in­
structions on what steps to take to survive 
that world destruction. Noah did not fail 
to give like specific instruction to his sons. 
Their acceptance of him as the one used 
by God, their obeying him and following 
him into the ark resulted in their preser­
vation when the ungodly world went down 
in destruction.—Gen. 6:13-7:7.
6. How did Adam and Noah serve in Jehovah's ar­rangement for instructing his people?
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7 When Moses was sent to lead the Is­

raelites from Egyptian slavery to the free 
worship of God, Jehovah told him: “I will 
teach you what you ought to say.” (Ex. 4: 
12) As one taught by God, Moses knew 
that certain things would cause instruction 
to make a deep impression. For that reason 
he did not fail to show the value of the 
information he presented: “And now, O 
Israel, listen to the regulations and the 
judicial decisions that I am teaching you 
to do, in order that you may live and may 
indeed go in and take possession of the 
land that Jehovah the God of your fore­
fathers is giving you.” (Deut. 4:1) He con­
tinued telling them to obey Jehovah and 
he contrasted the benefits of such a right 
course with the fate of those who were 
destroyed for engaging in the disgraceful 
and God-dishonoring worship of Baal of 
Peor. He did more than tell the people 
God’s law. He explained it, illustrated the 
value of it and for emphasis repeated mat­
ters of special importance.

8 The privilege of teaching God’s Word 
was not limited to Moses. In his parting 
instructions to the nation before his death 
he bestowed a special blessing upon the 
Levites, saying: “Let them instruct Jacob 
in your judicial decisions and Israel in 
your law.” (Deut. 33:10) Years later they 
were still faithfully carrying out that as­
signment. “And they began teaching in Ju­
dah and with them there was the book of 
Jehovah’s law, and they kept going around 
through all the cities of Judah and teach­
ing among the people.” (2 Chron. 17:9) 
They did not fail to use the Sacred Scrip­
tures available in their time as the basis 
for their teaching, but they did not feel 
that their assignment had been fulfilled by 
simply telling the people what the Scrip-
7. What are a few of the things that made Moses’ teaching particularly effective?8. What group regularly taught the Israelites Jeho­vah’s law, and how did they do their work?
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tures said or by reading portions of it. 
Even after their return from captivity 
years later it was said of their teaching 
that, along with their reading, there was 
a “putting of meaning [into it], and they 
continued making explanation in the read­
ing.” They were teachers.—Neh. 8:8.

9 In the fall of A.D. 29 another teacher 
appeared on the scene in Palestine. He 
was not a Levite; he was of the royal tribe 
of Judah. He followed the pattern of ear­
lier servants of God in that he went out 
to the people, instead of requiring that 
they come to him. “He went round about 
to the villages in a circuit, teaching.” 
(Mark 6:6) Men who heard him, even his 
opponents, said that never had another 
spoken as he did. Nicodemus, a ruler of 
the Jews, acknowledged: “Rabbi, we know 
that you as a teacher have come from 
God; for no one can perform these signs 
which you perform unless God is with 
him.” (John 3:2) And Jesus himself made 
clear that he did not speak of his own orig­
inality. He was the one used by God to in­
struct His people. With Jesus something 
new in the field of teaching opened up. No 
longer was the privilege of teaching limit­
ed to the tribe of Levi or other specially 
appointed persons. Even fishermen and tax 
collectors were called by Jesus and in­
structed for this vocation. They were to 
be teachers. So they traveled about with 
Jesus to learn from him. (Luke 8:1; John 
14:10) As public instructors they would 
have to learn to deal with the public, to 
present the message clearly and to answer 
questions for sincere inquirers. They had 
the marvelous opportunity to learn from 
the greatest teacher that has ever walked 
on earth.
9. What kind of teacher was Jesus, and what change in the teaching arrangement among God’s people did he institute?
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SCOPE OF THE TEACHING WORK

10 Although there had never before been 
on earth a teacher like Jesus, he said: “He 
that exercises faith in me, that one also 
will do the works that I do, and he will 
do works greater than these, because I am 
going my way to the Father.” (John 14: 
12) This would be true because, as Jesus 
said, “I am going my way to the Father.” 
His work on earth was nearing a close. But 
his disciples would be able to continue the 
work for which they had been trained over 
a period of many years and do so in a 
wider field.

11 He told them: “You will receive power 
when the holy spirit arrives upon you, and 
you will be witnesses of me both in Jeru­
salem and in all Judea and Samaria and to 
the most distant part of the earth.” (Acts 
1:8) When the holy spirit was poured upon 
them, anointing them, they began their 
ministry there in Jerusalem as Jesus had 
said. People from many nations who were 
gathered there had opportunity to hear 
the good news in their own tongue. Not 
long afterward, when Stephen was stoned 
to death, “great persecution arose against 
the congregation which was in Jerusalem; 
all except the apostles were scattered 
throughout the regions of Judea and Sa­
maria. However, those who had been scat­
tered went through the land declaring the 
good news of the word.” (Acts 8:1, 4) In 
36 (A.D.) further expansion of the work 
opened up when the Lord God sent Peter 
to the Gentile Cornelius and his household 
to teach them the truth. During the twenty 
and more years that followed, the apostle 
Paul was used to further pioneer the way 
into the nations surrounding the Mediter­
ranean Sea. Today, in 164 lands, “to the 
most distant part of the earth,” the good 
news of the Kingdom is being preached in 
obedience to Jesus’ command.
10. In what sense would Jesus’ disciples do greater works than he did?11. How has the prophecy at Acts 1:8 been fulfilled?

B r o o k l y n , N.Y.
12 In our time, no less than in centuries 

past, Jehovah has been using men on earth 
who make up his organization to teach 
persons of good will. He has arranged that 
“through the congregation the greatly di­
versified wisdom of God” may be made 
known. (Eph. 3:10) It is these members 
of the spirit-anointed congregation of God 
that “as living stones are being built up 
a spiritual house for the purpose of a holy 
priesthood.” (1 Pet. 2:5) Men of good will 
in all nations are coming to recognize this 
as the provision of God for instructing 
them in his requirements for life. So in 
increasing numbers they say: “Come ye, 
and let us go up to the mountain of Je­
hovah, to the house of the God of Jacob; 
and he will teach us of his ways, and we 
will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall 
go forth the law, and the word of Jehovah 
from Jerusalem.” (Isa. 2:3, Here they 
are taught to follow the example of Christ 
Jesus, to obey his commands. They learn 
that the command of Jesus to his people 
includes them when it says: “Go therefore 
and make disciples of people of all the na­
tions, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the holy 
spirit, teaching them to observe all the 
things I have commanded you. And, look! 
I am with you all the days until the con­
summation of the system of things.” (Matt. 
28:19, 20) Yes, they learn that now, in 
this consummation of the system of things, 
they ought to be teachers of the things 
commanded by Jesus.

TRAINED TO BE TEACHERS
18 It is not enough to tell people they 

should teach others; to be competent for 
the work they must be properly instructed. 
Paul provided such training for Timothy
12. Through what channel is theocratic education pro­vided today, and how do the Scriptures show this?13. How did the apostle Paul show that the ranks of teachers would be expanded, and who today is doing such a work ?
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by taking him right along with him in the 
missionary work. Later he wrote to faith­
ful Timothy and encouraged him to con­
tinue his Christian growth and to give 
particular attention to training others for 
the teaching work that must be done. 
“You, therefore, my child, keep on acquir­
ing power in the undeserved kindness that 
is in connection with Christ Jesus, and 
the things you heard from me with the 
support of many witnesses, these things 
commit to faithful men who in turn will 
be adequately qualified to teach others.” 
(2 Tim. 2:1, 2) The Society today, doing 
a work like that of Timothy, has continued 
to provide for training others to be teach­
ers of the truth.

14 Aware of the advice that “you ought 
to be teachers in view of the time,” the 
Society makes regular arrangements to 
help all to progress to that level of Chris­
tian maturity. (Heb. 5:12) Since local 
overseers hold a key role in this program, 
one of the Scriptural requirements for 
every overseer is that he be “qualified to 
teach.” (1 Tim. 3:2) In 16,883 congrega­
tions throughout the world the Society 
has arranged for a regular study of the 
material in the Watc magazine, 
along with the Bible. It keeps all abreast 
of the teaching work to be done. Not only 
is material covered, but those in attend­
ance are given opportunity to express it 
themselves and hear others comment on it, 
this equipping them to teach others. No 
dedicated person or other person of good 
will who really appreciates Jehovah’s 
channel for instructing his people would 
want to miss even one of these meetings 
if he can avoid it.—Heb. 10:25.

15 Then there is the weekly ministry 
school. Teachers are speakers, whether 
they talk to one or many at a time. They 
must also be able to dig out information
14, 15. What are some of the provisions made by the Society to equip all to be teachers, and how does each provision contribute to that objective?
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from reference books. These things they 
learn to do well in the ministry school. The 
service meeting provides counsel on actual 
use of knowledge acquired, and this is fol­
lowed up by practical training from ma­
ture ministers in the field service. Instruc­
tive Bible talks arranged for the public 
are also eagerly attended by the Witness­
es, who are edified by points drawn to 
their attention on the relation of Bible 
prophecy to current world happenings and 
the application of Christian principles to 
the problems of modern-day life. They 
must keep such information at their finger­
tips in order to be able to teach “all kinds 
of men.” The weekly congregation book 
study is conducted following the pattern 
of the Watchtower study, but since it is 
usually a much smaller group and there 
is no set amount of material to be cov­
ered, it affords opportunity to discuss 
more thoroughly the points under consid­
eration. Add to this the circuit, district, 
national and international assemblies. Con­
sider the wide coverage of material for 
home reading regularly provided in the 
Awake! magazine. Has the theocratic or­
ganization taken to heart the Scriptural 
counsel to help God’s people to become 
qualified teachers? Definitely, yes!

HOME EDUCATION
16 However, the congregation has not re­

placed the home for education in the New 
World society. Neither educational center 
can be dispensed with; both are important 
parts of the New World educational sys­
tem. Parents are the day-long instructors 
of their children; and when they carry out 
a well-arranged program of Christian 
training in the home, the beneficial effects 
are enjoyed by both members of the house­
hold and all who have occasion to share 
their fellowship.
16, 17. What part does the family play in theocratic education, and how was the need for this emphasized to the Israelites?
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17 The responsibility of parents to teach 

their children was deeply impressed on the 
minds of the Israelites before they crossed 
the Jordan River into the Promised Land. 
In Deuteronomy 4:9, 10 the advice is 
found: “Only watch out for yourself and 
take good care of your soul, that you may 
not forget the things that your eyes have 
seen and that they may not depart from 
your heart all the days of your life, and 
you must make them known to your sons 
and to your grandsons, the day that you 
stood before Jehovah your God in Horeb, 
when Jehovah said to me, ‘Assemble the 
people together to me that I may let them 
hear my words, that they may learn to 
fear me all the days that they are alive 
on the soil and that they may teach their 
sons.’ ” Again in the sixth chapter they 
were reminded: “You must inculcate them 
in your son and speak of them when you 
sit in your house and when you walk on 
the road and when you lie down and when 
you get up.” And in the eleventh chapter 
they are again told: “You must also teach 
them to your sons.” Moses stated the mat­
ter several times because of its importance.

18 Part of the program of home instruc­
tion carried on in well-organized Chris­
tian homes throughout the world is the 
regular daily consideration of the text pro­
vided in the Yearbook in English and 
found in The Watchtower in other lan­
guages. It is best for the father to lead the 
entire family in this discussion, giving 
each member of the family opportunity to 
make some contribution to the discussion. 
But even if one of the parents is not in the 
truth and does not care to participate in 
the discussion, the believer would do well 
to see that the children benefit from this 
provision every day. Additionally, it shows 
deep concern for the spiritual needs of the
18. What regular program of Christian education is there in well-ordered Christian homes?

B r o o k l y n , N.Y.
children when the parents set aside an 
hour or more a week to conduct a regular 
home Bible study with them. Time is taken 
to go to the homes of others to teach them 
and their families the Bible, so why not 
provide that same service for one’s own 
family? It is just as important as other 
field ministry, and such a regular study 
conducted with one’s own children who are 
not yet dedicated may be reported to the 
congregation as a home Bible study.

19 Of course, as the children grow up 
there are many other things they must be 
taught. For example, respect for others. 
If it is required of the child at home, it 
will be natural outside the home. If it is 
practiced by the parents themselves, the 
children will have a good example to copy. 
(Eph. 6:1-3; 1 Tim. 5:17) Dependability 
is important. It is not learned by children 
whose parents spend their lives putting 
things away after the children have used 
them or finishing jobs the children were 
given to do. Results are far more happify- 
ing when parents teach the children to ac­
cept responsibility. (Matt. 25:14-30) I t is 
good to teach children how to think re­
liably and how to make proper decisions. 
Reason things out with them, impressing 
on their minds the Christian principles 
that guide right conduct, the harm that 
comes to one from wrongdoing, and the 
blessings that result from following the 
right course. (Jer. 10:23; Prov. 3:5, 6) 
Merely commanding them to “Do this!” 
or “Don’t do that!” will not achieve that 
goal. Proper development of these and 
many other traits is at least as important 
as proper growth of the body. Parents are 
entrusted with this important teaching as­
signment.

20 All in the New World society look to
19. What traits should parents as teachers endeavor to cultivate in their children, and with what benefit?20. Who in the New World society “ought to beteachers” ?
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Jehovah God and Christ Jesus as their 
great instructors, the ones who can guide 
them to everlasting life and to success. 
They take to heart the inspired counsel 
that originated with these instructors and 
that says to them: “You ought to be teach-
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ers.” Whether parents or children, wheth­
er spending all or part of their time in the 
ministry, whether overseers or otherwise, 
they know that there is teaching work in 
which they can share, and now is the time 
to do it.

Reaching cjUen Qood QjUitll
IMPROPER educa­

tion will cost this 
world its life at the 

battle of Armageddon.
It is not the failure of 
their schools to pro­
duce scientists and en­
gineers in sufficient 
number that is the threat to their lasting 
security. It is their failure to teach men 
to fear God that is their downfall. As 
appropriate to modern-day Christendom 
as to ancient Israel are the words found 
in Hosea 4:6: “My people are destroyed 
for lack of knowledge: . . . seeing thou 
hast forgotten the law of thy God, I also 
will forget thy children.” (AS) But hun­
dreds of thousands of men of good will 
are demonstrating their desire for educa­
tion from a higher source by turning to 
Jehovah’s New World society. They say: 
“We will go with you, for we have heard 
that God is with you.” They want to learn. 
What they will be taught are ‘the things 
Jesus commanded.’ And the most effective 
way to teach them is in the way that Jesus 
and his apostles did.—Zech. 8:23, AS.

JESUS’ TEACHING
2 Briefly, just what did Jesus teach? Pri-

1. (a) What is the outstanding failure of the old world’s educational systems? (b) What steps are men of good will taking to avoid destruction with the old world ?2. What are some of the outstanding things taught by Jesus?

marily he came to bear 
witness to the truth 
about his Father, Je­
hovah, to glorify him 
and to m ake known 
his name. (John 17:4, 
26; 18:37) He laid 
great emphasis on the 

kingdom of God as the thing for which 
men should pray and in which they should 
put their confidence. He taught his dis­
ciples to seek it first. (Matt. 6:10, 33) 
They learned about God’s provision for 
salvation. The need for love and humility 
was impressed on their minds. He taught 
them to demonstrate their faith by works 
of faith, to become teachers of the truth. 
And he taught them both to have and to 
help others to have faith in the Holy 
Scriptures.

3 As we carefully study Jesus’ method of 
instruction we will be happy to find our 
own teaching ability improve and our 
fruitfulness in the ministry increase. We 
should not expect that all will listen; not 
all listened to him. But the sheep recog­
nized his voice and followed him because 
he is the Right Shepherd. If we teach the 
things that Jesus did and in the way he 
did, then through us the sheep will also 
be able to recognize the voice of the Right
3. What will result if we copy Jesus’ method of teaching?

‘‘Go therefore and make disciples 
of people of all the nations, . . . 
teaching them to observe all the 
things I have commanded you." 

— Matt. 28:19, 20.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Shepherd and will eagerly turn and follow, 
not us, but him.—John 10:16.

* I t is one thing to tell another person, 
to preach to him; it is quite another to 
teach a person, to help him to understand 
and believe. Jesus patiently taught his dis­
ciples about the Father, because he knew 
that their taking in knowledge of Him 
would mean life. “The fear of Jehovah is 
the start of wisdom, and knowledge of the 
Most Holy One is what understanding is.” 
(Prov. 9:10) When they came to know 
Jehovah and have the proper fear of him, 
they would show wisdom, they would 
know what to do with the things they 
learned, because wisdom is the ability to 
use knowledge.

6 Jesus not only told them to pray to the 
Father but showed them how to do it. 
(Matt. 6:5-15) He taught them to rely on 
God, to accept the things that sustain life 
as provisions from their heavenly Father. 
(Matt. 6:25-34) He built up their confi­
dence in the Scriptures as God’s Word by 
quoting from them and explaining them. 
To a Samaritan woman he explained that 
it would be wrong to limit the worship of 
God to some city or mountain, because 
“God is a Spirit, and those worshiping him 
must worship with spirit and truth.” (John 
4:24) In view of man’s relationship to God, 
he pointed out that it is only right that 
man’s works should be done, not for self­
exaltation, but to praise God. “Likewise 
let your light shine before mankind, that 
they may see your right works and give 
glory to your Father who is in the heav­
ens.” (Matt. 5:16) Jesus had come to glo­
rify his Father and to help men of good 
will to see their relationship to Him; so 
he made sure that these points were deep­
ly impressed on the minds and hearts of 
his disciples.
4, 5. (a) What Is the difference between preaching and teaching? (b) What things about the Father did Jesus teach his disciples?

Brooklyn, N .Y .

6 ‘Seek first the kingdom of God.’ It is 
easy to say, but how can the point be ex­
pressed in such a way that its meaning 
will be understood and it will govern the 
life of the hearer? Jesus knew that if the 
things to be learned could be illustrated 
from the lives of his hearers, from their 
daily experiences, their desires and their 
customs, things would be most easily 
grasped, because his hearers could visual­
ize the things of which he spoke. He lik­
ened the intense desire one should have 
for that kingdom to the desire a mein must 
have so that, having found buried treasure, 
he would sell all his belongings to buy the 
field where it was located. (Matt. 13:44) 
He compared the ability to recognize the 
sign that would mark his presence in King­
dom power to the ability of one to observe 
the change of the seasons. He could learn 
if he wanted to. (Matt. 24:32, 33) The 
lack of gratitude for the invitation to the 
Kingdom was illustrated by the indifferent 
attitude of men invited by a king to a 
marriage feast, but who were too preoc­
cupied with other interests to attend. 
Their disrespectful response to their ruler 
brought punishment upon them.—Matt. 
22:1-14.

7 Obviously, not all would inherit the 
Kingdom. Jesus used the attitude of two 
sons to put the point across. One was out­
wardly respectful to his father, but he did 
not obey. The other was at first a bit re­
luctant to do his father’s bidding, but he 
regretted his mistake and did obey. “Which 
of the two did the will of his father?” Jesus 
asked. “The latter,” they said. What a pow­
erful introduction to the argument that the 
outwardly righteous religious leaders had 
failed to respond to the teaching of John 
the Baptist, but sinners who had not pre­
viously responded to God’s Word did re-
6. With what illustrations did Jesus show what it means to ‘seek first the kingdom’ ?7. How did Jesus warn against false teachers and show that not all will inherit the Kingdom?
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pent and now were in line for the Kingdom! 
(Matt. 21:28-32) He showed how unde­
sirable it would be to go to the false reli­
gious teachers for spiritual food by com­
paring them to dirty dishes, from which 
no one would want to eat. It is true, he 
said, they look good on the outside, like 
“whitewashed graves,” but no one would 
want to be part of the corruption inside. 
(Matt. 23:25-28) Others might better un­
derstand the point by his reference to fish 
that would be rejected from a fisherman’s 
catch, so he used the parable of the drag­
net. (Matt. 13:47-50) He made the mes­
sage live in the minds of his hearers by 
such fitting illustrations.

8 Another point they must learn was 
that Jesus is the one through whom 
God provides salvation. The idea 
did not appeal to everyone, and 
to many Jesus was “a stone of 
stumbling and a rock-mass 
of offense.” (1 Pet. 2:8)
Jesus, however, master­
fully presented the sub­
jec t in a way th a t  
would appeal to his 
hearer and for that 
one’s ev e rla s tin g  
b le s s in g . F o r  a 
hard-w ork ing  Sa­
maritan woman who 
daily  drew w a te r 
from  a well Jesus 
associated the benefits of belief with her 
daily work. “ ‘Whoever drinks from the 
water that I will give him will never get 
thirsty at all, but the water that I will give 
him will become in him a fountain of water 
bubbling up to impart everlasting life.’ The 
woman said to him: ‘Sir, give me this wa­
ter, so that I may neither thirst nor keep 
coming over to this place to draw water.’ ” 
(John 4:14,15) She was interested, and he
8. In what way did Jesus make appealing the acceptance of Jehovah’s means of saving?
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went on to explain further. For others who 
opposed him he painted a picture that would 
be hard to forget. He compared their re­
jection of him to the foul deed of the cul­
tivators of a vineyard who refused to pay 
the owner his due and who even murdered 
his son when he came to see about the 
matter.—Luke 20:9-18.

9 Jesus knew that love and humility are 
essential for one to gain life in the new 
world. To acquire them requires education 
of the heart. They could best learn by 
seeing them demonstrated; so he drew 
their attention to the countless expres­
sions of love that Jehovah had showered

upon them. They could also observe love 
and humility in Jesus’ attitude and his 
ministry, in the “tender affection” he 
felt for those he taught, in his prayers 
to his Father in heaven, when he washed 
their feet, and when he willingly laid 

down his life for man­
kind. As they would 
reflect upon the things 
th ey  had  seen and 
heard, that instruction 
would begin to pene­
trate to their heart, to 
soften it and to cause it 
to respond. “We love, 
because he first loved 
u s .”—M a tt .  9:36; 
1 John 4:19.

10 When Jesus sent out his disciples he 
gave them careful instructions on how to 
perform their work. He told them what to 
say and do. He prepared them for the op­
position they would meet and impressed 
on their minds the grand privilege that 
was theirs. (Matt. 10:1-28) They knew 
that teaching would require that they both 
present the truth to men of good will and 
beat back the insincere attacks of the ad-
9. How and why did he teach them love and humility?10. What fine examples of refutation are found in the record of Jesus’ ministry?
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versaries. As they observed Jesus they 
learned how he handled the situations that 
arose. His position was strong; he had the 
truth. An example of the simplicity and 
forcefulness of his argument is found at 
Matthew 9:11-13. The Pharisees tried to 
make the disciples of Jesus feel uncom­
fortable by asking, “Why is it that your 
teacher eats with tax collectors and sin­
ners?” Jesus himself answered the ques­
tion: “Persons in health do not need a 
physician, but the ailing do. Go, then, and 
learn what this means, ‘I want mercy, 
and not sacrifice.’ Accordingly, I came to 
call, not righteous people, but sinners.” On 
another occasion his healing of sick per­
sons on the sabbath was called into ques­
tion. His answer could not be refuted: 
“Who will be the man among you that has 
one sheep and, if this falls into a pit on the 
sabbath, will not get hold of it and lift it 
out? All considered, of how much more 
worth is a man than a sheep! So it is law­
ful to do right on the sabbath.” (Matt. 12: 
9-12) When questions were not asked with 
the desire to learn, his answers were very 
brief, but they were put in such a way that 
honest hearers would recognize that he 
taught the truth.

11 What is it that gives such force to 
the words of Jesus? Why is his speech so 
persuasive? First of all, because he taught 
the truth and he had Jehovah’s spirit. 
Also, it was because he presented it in 
terms that his hearers could easily grasp. 
Fishermen would easily grasp the idea 
when he illustrated his points with fish 
and nets. Who that knew anything about 
farming would not appreciate his com­
ments on the harvest, men working in a 
vineyard, a hen with her chicks, an ani­
mal caught in a pit, and the weather? 
Those affected by chores at home would 
better grasp the message when he illus-
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trated with patches on worn clothing, the 
effect of yeast on bread, dirty dishes, and 
the things children do. To others, refer­
ences to wages and to Gehenna, Jerusa­
lem’s city dump, would vividly convey 
thoughts. Jesus was flexible, adaptable in 
his presentation of the truth. The message 
itself did not change in the least, but he 
understood the people he was teaching be­
cause he was interested in them, and he 
approached the subject from their view­
point. He watched for the reaction of his 
hearers and then took it into consideration 
in his further comments. He associated 
points difficult to accept with things well 
known to them. He made his counsel clear- 
cut by using vivid contrast. He is a teacher 
we should copy.

PAUL TAUGHT JEWS AND GENTILES
12 Paul, a zealous apostle of Jesus Christ, 

applied himself wholeheartedly to the 
work of teaching the truth; and in the rec­
ord of his ministry too we can find many 
helpful points. In Acts 13:16-41 is a sermon 
he gave to the Jews, and here is a fine 
example for us to follow. It is appealing, 
persuasive and to the point. Note that at 
the outset Paul avoided any argument on 
the superiority of Judaism by addressing 
himself to them as a people who feared 
God and then acknowledging that “the 
God of this people Israel chose our fore­
fathers.” But he was not so tactful that 
he failed to present the truth. He laid the 
groundwork for his discussion of the Mes­
siah by presenting accepted historical ma­
terial that showed the waywardness of the 
nation. By bringing John the Baptist into 
the picture, he showed that a then well- 
known public figure had accepted Christ. 
He argues that rejection of Christ by the 
rulers did not discredit him; to the con-
12. In a sermon to the Jews, how did Paul present the matter of belief in Christ, and what would particularly make his arguments appeal to his hearers?
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11. What made Jesus' teaching so persuasive?
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trary, it fulfilled the prophecies and should 
confirm their faith in him. Tactfully he 
tied in belief in Jesus with acceptance of 
the beloved King David, and then showed 
the superiority of Jesus’ position. He built 
his argument on things they knew and be­
lieved. In a stirring conclusion, he urged 
them not to fulfill the prophecies that de­
scribe those who would scorn in disbelief. 
No honest-hearted Jew who is acquainted 
with the history of his own people and who 
sincerely believes the things written by 
the prophets of God could turn his back 
on the argument there presented.

13 Paul speaks of himself as the one who 
had the good news 
entrusted to him by 
the Lord God for the 
people of the nations.
P reach ing  to them 
presen ted  problems 
quite different from 
th o s e  m e t w i th  
among the Jews. Acts 
17:22-31 contains an 
example of how the 
good news may be 
p resen ted  to  such 
persons, and it provides a fine guide for 
those with similar assignments today. Paul 
was interested in the people he served and 
observant of their way of life. He begins by 
remarking interestedly on their religious 
devotion and commenting on one of their 
places of worship. He ties in true worship, 
not with their idolatry, but with their prop­
er desire to worship a God unknown. Since 
the people worshiped many gods, Paul care­
fully explained what he meant when he 
spoke of God. He reasons that the One who 
is Creator of the world could not be an idol 
and does not live in a man-made temple. 
Now is the time, argues Paul, to inform our­
selves of his purpose and conform to it so
13. What made Paul’s presentation of the truth both appealing and effective even for those who did not accept the Bible ?
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that we might have a favorable standing 
in the day of judgment. There could be no 
confusing of this message with what they 
heard at their temples. While it was tact­
ful, it was also pointed. It made clear who 
God is, what hope he sets before us, and 
what we should do. Are your sermons as 
well presented as that?

MODERN-DAY TEACHING OF TRUTH
14 So today Jehovah’s witnesses call at 

the homes in obedience to the command 
of Jesus to teach all nations and to make 
known to them the “good news of the 
kingdom.” They want to be sure that the 

p e o p le  r e a l l y  do 
learn, that they see 
the  d iffe rence  be­
tween the m essage 
they bring from the 
Bible and the teach­
ings presented from 
the average pulp its 
of C hristendom . If 
you tell the general 
churchgoer that we 
must have faith, he 
will rep ly  th a t  he 

hears these things in church. Tell him that 
he must take in knowledge of God, and 
he will assure you that he knows that. 
Yes, he believes in God’s kingdom too, he 
will tell you. The minister who is qualified 
to teach cannot feel that he has finished 
his job by merely telling the householder 
about these things. If the person is willing 
to listen, the minister wants to be sure 
that he really understands the message. 
So the minister may proceed to point out 
that the faith needed to please God is more 
than mere belief; it must be based on an 
accurate knowledge of his Word. (Heb. 11: 
1, 6) When speaking about God, he may 
point out that God has a name, Jehovah,
14. Illustrate how one can tactfully help householders who say they learn the same things in church.

fEeWATCHTOWER



540
and that to really know him we must 
understand his purposes as set out in the 
Bible. (Ps. 83:18) Or he may clarify that 
the Kingdom is a real government operat­
ing from heaven that will soon wipe wick­
edness from the earth, and that now we 
must conform our lives to God’s require­
ments if we are to gain life everlasting 
under it.—Dan. 2:44.

15 Church members today have the Bible 
and many have heard what it says. They 
are much like the Jews of Jesus’ day; they 
had the Scriptures and had often heard 
them read. But they did not get the sense 
of them. When Jesus and the apostles 
taught the people, they were amazed at it. 
They did not teach as the religious clergy 
did. They were sincere, they knew that 
they were teaching the truth, and God’s 
holy spirit backed them up. (Acts 4:13) 
So today, when Jehovah’s witnesses per­
form their ministry at the homes of the 
people, they use the Bible skillfully, read­
ing appropriate Bible texts and then taking 
time to draw particular attention to the 
points of instruction contained in those 
texts and commenting on their applica­
tion to our day. They do not only preach; 
they are also teachers of God’s Word.

16 When Jesus was not favorably re­
ceived in a certain Samaritan village, 
James and John were incensed and said: 
“Master, do you want us to tell fire to come 
down from heaven and annihilate them?” 
(Luke 9:54) Jesus reproved them for it. 
We do well to take the occurrence to heart. 
There is no reason to get excited about it 
when we meet indifference or even open 
opposition. Paul’s counsel is: “A slave of 
the Lord does not need to fight, but needs 
to be tactful toward all, qualified to teach, 
keeping himself restrained under evil, in-
15. As with the early Christians, what makes the teaching done by Jehovah's witnesses today effective?16, 17. What excellent counsel does the Bible give on how to perform our ministry when we meet persons who are not interested, and what effect does this have on our teaching ?
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structing with mildness those not favor­
ably disposed, as perhaps God may give 
them repentance leading to an accurate 
knowledge of truth, and they may come 
back to their proper senses out from the 
snare of the Devil, seeing that they have 
been caught alive by him for the will of 
that one.”—2 Tim. 2:24-26.

17 We are sent to teach them the truth. 
A cutting, sharp tongue seldom is a good 
teacher. “The one that is wise in heart will 
be called understanding, and he that is 
sweet in [his] lips adds persuasiveness.” 
(Prov. 16:21) Our hearts go out to these 
people who have been “skinned and 
knocked about like sheep without a shep­
herd.” (Matt. 9:36) Although they may 
coldly reject the message when we call, 
we do not hold it against them. ‘Love is 
long-suffering. It does not look for its own 
interests, does not become provoked. It 
does not keep account of the injury.’ 
(1 Cor. 13:4, 5) We know that it means 
life for them if they will embrace the 
truth. We do not force the message on 
them, but ‘instruct with mildness those 
not favorably disposed.’ Because of this 
loving attitude on the part of Jehovah’s 
witnesses thousands have learned the 
truth. “The heart of the wise one causes 
his mouth to show insight, and to his lips 
it adds persuasiveness.” (Prov. 16:23) Be­
ing wise, his heart, or seat of motive, is 
stirred by love. That helps him to keep in 
focus the real situation of the people he 
serves, to show insight in dealing with 
them. It causes some to listen to what he 
has to say, to be persuaded by it, and to 
“come back to their proper senses out from 
the snare of the Devil.”

PROGRESS TO MATURITY
18 When Jehovah’s witnesses find one 

who responds to the voice of the Right
18. (a) How do Jehovah’s witnesses demonstrate real love for men of good will? (b) What suggestions are given to enable Christian ministers to be sure that instruction they give will really take hold?
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Shepherd, do they feel that the job is done? 
Not at all. They help him to come into as­
sociation with the Shepherd’s fold of his 
sheep and to grow to Christian maturity. 
Regularly each week they will call back 
to study the Bible with the responsive one 
so that he can see what it tells him to do. 
Great care should be taken by the one 
who is teaching to be sure the person of 
good will is really learning, that he under­
stands the points, and is making progress 
toward maturity. Not all will progress at 
the same pace, but by careful organization 
the spiritual development of each one will 
receive proper attention. Encourage the 
new one to express himself. “Let anyone 
who is being orally taught the word share 
in all good things with the one who gives 
such oral teaching.” (Gal. 6:6) And when 
the comment is given, if it is apparently 
not given with understanding, show your­
self to be a real teacher by discussing the 
point further and drawing out more com­
ments from the student. Teach the student 
to reason things out, to see their relation 
to things previously learned, to include in 
his answers the scriptures that prove them 
to be right. Repeat specially important 
points so they will not be forgotten.

19 More is needed if this person is truly 
to become a disciple of Christ Jesus. He 
should learn to look to Jehovah for guid­
ance and cultivate a keen desire to please 
him. He should be helped to appreciate 
the viewpoint of the psalmist David, who 
said: “Teach me to do your will, for you 
are my God. Your spirit is good; may it 
lead me in the land of uprightness.” (Ps. 
143:10) More than getting the answers in 
his head, we should help him to get God’s 
law on his heart. “And this is what I con­
tinue praying, that your love may abound 
yet more and more with accurate knowl­
edge and full discernment, that you may
19. What besides accurate knowledge should we also endeavor to teach persons of good will?

make sure of the more important things, 
so that you may be flawless and not be 
stumbling others up to the day of Christ, 
and may be filled with righteous fruit 
which is through Jesus Christ, to God’s 
glory and praise.” (Phil. 1:9-11) Yes, 
when the truth takes hold and develops 
in the heart of the individual, he will begin 
to bear fruit.—Matt. 13:23.

20 It usually is not long until a person 
of good will begins to see that Christians 
have work to do. But with some it takes 
longer than for others to find it in their 
heart to do it. It does not happen all at 
once, but there is much a good teacher can 
do to prepare for it. Each week spend some 
time to acquaint them with Jehovah’s or­
ganization and how it does its work. Ac­
quaint them with the meetings and how 
they are conducted. Invite them to attend. 
As you tell them of your own house-to- 
house ministry during the week, show 
them briefly from the Bible why you do 
it that way. (Acts 20:20) Later you may 
relate an encouraging experience you have 
had when calling back on a good-will per­
son. That opportunity could be used to 
show that Jesus commanded that the sheep 
be fed. (John 21:15-17) On another occa­
sion you might acquaint them with the 
training program and the fact that new 
ones are not sent off on their own but are 
lovingly assisted step by step until they 
feel qualified to help others. Do not feel 
you have to invite them in the service the 
first time you tell them about it. Prepare 
them for it. As the entire arrangement 
takes shape in their mind and from your 
studies they begin to see the urgent need 
for others to learn, they will want to have 
a share. Love based on knowledge will re­
move any fear of telling others what they 
have learned and will replace it with a
20. How may newly interested ones be prepared for a part in teaching others the truth ?
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burning desire to show their appreciation 
to Jehovah by serving him.—1 John 4:18.

21 In all parts of the world there is an 
urgent need for teachers of the good news. 
Are you as a Christian qualified to teach? 
Are you taking steps to progress beyond 
Christian infancy so you can be a teacher? 
Are you willing to use the truths and the
21. What work is it urgent to do now?
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abilities you now have to help others to 
learn the truth so they can gain life in 
God’s new world? If so, now is the time 
to share in this God-given privilege of 
service. As you do, whether new or ex­
perienced in the ministry, follow the ad­
vice recorded at 1 Timothy 4:16: “Pay 
constant attention to yourself and to your 
teaching.”
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“ mnnnn”  still beiiig  ehteii

T HE Bible tells how God fed the nation of 
Israel on manna for the forty years that 
they were in the wilderness. It resembled 

white seeds and was sweet, “like that of flat 
cakes with honey." (Ex. 16:13-31) In view of 
this description it is of interest to note what 
the American National Geographic magazine 
had to say in its December, 1957, issue about 
manna, in its article, “Bringing Old Testament 
Times to Life."

“Once again we find a Bible story but­
tressed by solid fact, for the miracle of the 
manna from heaven recurs annually in Sinai. 
Every summer without fail, white droplets of 
a sweet and nourishing substance appear mys­
teriously on the bushes. At peak season a 
man can gather more than two pounds of it 
a day.

“In 1927 a zoologist of Jerusalem's Hebrew 
University, Professor F. S. Bodenheimer, 
journeyed to the Sinai peninsula in quest of 
the secret of manna. His trained eye quickly

unraveled the mystery: the little honey dew 
drops are given off by scale insects.

“These tiny creatures suck up plant saps 
which, while poor in the nitrogen the insects 
require to balance their metabolism, are rich 
in carbohydrates. Using the nitrogen, they ex­
crete the excess sap as sweet drops. Evapora­
tion quickly converts the liquid into a sticky 
solid.

“To this day, manna is a favorite confec­
tion in the Near East. The most famous va­
riety comes from Kurdistan, and venders 
hawk cakes of it on the streets of Bagdad 
under the name of man ”

While without doubt a miracle was nec­
essary to supply all the Israelites with enough 
manna and especially to supply twice as 
much on each Friday and none on their sab­
bath or Saturday, yet it truly is of interest 
that this manna may have a natural basis 
and may still be found (apparently only) in 
that part of the world where the Bible records 
that the Israelites subsisted upon it.

iMaterial Remedies Inadequate-)
In The Humanities A fter  the W ar  W. MacNeile Dixon writes: “Pursued 

though it be through weary days and sleepless nights, the search for material 
remedies to soothe or cure our spiritual distresses can have only one end—failure. 
Much more will be needed than to feed the hungry, house the poor, clothe the 
destitute, however generously contrived and devotedly administered these under­
takings may be. The day of acceptance of the great truth approaches, than which 
a greater was never yet proclaimed, that ‘man does not live by bread alone.' With 
its acceptance and not till then will be laid the foundation stone of a civilization 
worthy the name."



•  Is it not true that only pessimists and alarm­
ists say there is a moral breakdown in the 
world today?—J. G., United States.

Many individuals sincerely believe that noth­
ing has happened to morals, that morals are 
no worse now than at any other time. Yet other 
well-informed persons who are really in posi­
tion to evaluate present conditions cite today’s 
blindness and callousness over corrupt govern­
ment, business and sex practices as proof that 
society’s morals have collapsed.

Gerald Heard, in his book The Third M orality, 
said: “No one can look at civilization today 
without the liveliest concern. That is a truism 
—a truism so painfully obvious that we have 
ceased to be able to respond to it.” A prominent 
news columnist wrote: “What is happening to 
us is essentially a moral collapse. The gap be­
tween what we pretend to believe and what we 
do in practice has been constantly widening.” 
Clergyman R. J. McCracken pointedly asks: 
“Is the moral tone of the nation—its politics, 
its business life, its literature, its theatre, its 
movies, its radio networks, its television sta­
tions— Christian?” Wherever you look morals 
are missing. Howard Vincent O’Brien is quoted 
as saying: “We strive to get as much as pos­
sible for doing as little as possible. . . . Simple 
honesty is rare enough for amazed comment. 
The thief has become respectable. The shadow 
of corruption hangs over the land. And poor 
witless clowns think they can do something 
about it by making agreements and passing

laws. But the soul of man is sick. It will take 
more than this to cure him.”

These are the words, not of pessimists and 
alarmists, but of clear-thinking men who are 
aware of conditions and are concerned about 
world trends. Christendom’s moral breakdown 
was accurately portrayed in Bible prophecy. 
Isaiah wrote: “Justice is turned away back­
ward, and righteousness standeth afar off; for  
truth is fallen in the street.” “The whole head 
[of Christendom and of the world] is sick, and 
the whole heart faint. From the sole of the 
foot even unto the head there is no soundness 
in it.” The international immorality is a warn­
ing sign of this world’s complete collapse at 
Armageddon.—Isa. 59:14; 1:3-6, AS.

•  May an anointed brother once disfellow- 
shiped but now reinstated and on probation be 
used to pray at Memorial time?—C. O., United 
States.

It is true that if a brother has been rein­
stated in the congregation after disfellowship- 
ment and is on probation he may be served 
with the emblems of the Lord’s Evening Meal 
in order that he as one of the anointed fol­
lowers of the Lord Jesus Christ may obey 
Jesus’ command to partake thus in remem­
brance of him. However, when the reinstated 
brother is put on probation it would mean cer­
tain restrictions are imposed upon him. He 
may not be used in a representative capacity 
to speak and act for the entire congregation. 
For that reason even though he may be the 
only anointed one in the congregation he should 
not be used in offering prayer at the opening 
or the closing of the meeting, nor in prayer 
pronounced over either of the emblems, any 
more than he should be used in giving the talk 
regarding the Lord’s Evening Meal. If his pe­
riod of probation ends before the actual arrival 
of the celebration, then he could be used in 
offering prayer.

cT/tagments oj the Q ook o{ TJanie#
C. Writing in A rchaeology and Bible H istory, Joseph P. Free reports: “Among 
the manuscripts found with the Isaiah scroll in the cave at the north end of the 
Dead Sea, three fragments examined by John Trever have proved to be sections 
of the book of Daniel (1:10-16; 2:2-6; 3:23-30). The forms of the letters are similiar 
to the Isaiah manuscript, pointing to the first or second century B.C. as the date 
for these fragments of the Daniel text. It is significant that the text is substantially 
the same as that in the Hebrew Bibles which we now have, the chief differences 
having to do with the spelling of words. This provides another piece of evidence 
for the care with which the text of the Biblical books have been brought down to us.”
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE ANNUAL MEETING IN PITTSBURGH
At ten o’clock in the forenoon of Wednesday, 

October 1,1958, the annual meeting of the mem­
bers of Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society 
of Pennsylvania will be held at the Society’s 
office located at 4100 Bigelow Boulevard, Pitts­
burgh, Pennsylvania. All members should be 
certain that the secretary’s office has their 
present addresses so that the letters of notice 
will reach them shortly after September 1.

Along with the notice of the annual meeting, 
which will be mailed to all the members of the 
corporation, proxies will be sent. The proxies 
are to be returned so as to reach the office of 
the secretary of the Society not later than 
September 15. Each member should complete 
and return his proxy promptly whether he is 
going to be at the meeting personally or not.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
September 28: “You Ought to Be Teachers.”

Page 529.
October 5: Teaching Men of Good Will. Page

535.

v V  CHECK YOUR M EM ORY vV
After reading this issue of “The Watchtower”, do you remember—

1^  What is meant by not letting your left 
hand know what your right hand is doing? 
P- 515, ff4.

What part entertainment plays in the pro­
gram of many churches? P. 5 l8 , fli.
1^  How the ancients preserved their valu­
ables in earth without burying them in the 
ground? P. 521, fll.

What is an odor of life and at the same 
time an odor of death? P. 523, ffl.

IS  How a person must come to God when 
seeking instruction from him? P. 530, f[4.

What that was new in the field of teach­
ing began with Jesus? P. 531, ff9.

What is the responsibility of parents to­
ward their children? P. 534, If17.

Why improper education will cost the 
world its life? P. 535, ffl.
|X  Why Jesus compared some religious lead­
ers to dirty dishes? P. 536, ff7.
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