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THE IMPORTANCE OF PREACHING Ho muc ore po tant it |S to

0 this end Chri tJe us. trained his di
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the Irtetime of the present generation Je- COMe. % tl ere g
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rctuesumm [ as already here when “the meek ones themsg|ves wil
I_note !; f\l h ? Mrnd

Ise YOrk™ CIty'S  cose the earth ey will Incee
Eof%atsﬁghﬂ%ﬂlu r%colrrr]isgtﬁta ghgjts’gﬁe”ea%)éq%“g (peq' e Boincarc

il i B g,

?tegmralsgr bFochongroErenn Peogt%antg 'fl%\eenttl ?og 0fsrf)rwar to.It. 15 that ng egsood

?sten It is notacommon? % h)ear reai Fsé)nr st ¢ 7otr%|3rea'%8 ﬂle” Veoé(t:oro

songfsofprarsetothe MostHrg od com- {ﬂat new oﬁ Not onyé Jw smr%

rom New York’s bi Qrts sta about this oor? news, buf the arel

J; What (S even surgrlsm He 0 9eo the worl b greac In

that similar SH % S rr tin Lrom r%s% to house %

another ball stadiu ePoo esa his nan}e From da% r?aye ﬁre
News 0 salvatror] y him
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crettﬁ erInot lf#\‘ nor smite Ht ﬁrh that hath mer-
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An Adventist lady in Oriente, Cuba, told one of the witnesses that she belonged
to the Adventists because their books so enlightened her. To prove her point she
produced the book “The Truth Shall Make You Free”! Needless to say, it was a
real joy for the witness to assure her that this book was a witness publication.
A home Bible study was then started with her and several other Adventists, with
the result that six are now actively witnessing for Jehovah, including a former
Adventist missionary.—1958 Yearbook of Jehovah’'s Witnesses
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us to é 8n our feet. %Kon% was
overcro It was. amostl ossible to
%uarters to If<ve n. Pﬁ] ccom-
dt|oswere”h|g he r|t|s rl V\%
club took us In fo ew Wees unt
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tne o m| 3|0n rles.
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u \ BOUT a week after arriving in Lam-
/\ pang, Thailand, | started a study with
a Buddhist priest. This priest speaks English
and had been a former believer in Christiani-
ty, but had seen so many things wrong in it
that he had become a Buddhist. After a few
weeks of study in Basis for Belief in a New
World he suggested that | meet with a group
of Buddhist priests and study the same book-
let with them.
C. “This was arranged and a study was start-
ed with about fifty Buddhist priests. Since all
could not speak English | had one of the sis-
ters go with me and translate each paragraph
into Thai. During the course of the study the
priest of the original study made it clear that
there is a distinct difference between the teach-
ings of Jehovah’'s witnesses and those of Prot-
estants and Catholics.
C. “The special representative of the Society,
the circuit servant, made a brief stop at our
home this week and | went by and arranged
for him to talk to these priests. One hundred
and ten priests listened for one hour on the
talk Who Is Your God?’ Many questions were
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homgd with ot ers tQ reach a peak of one

undred an
| did not kn
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ome
Sometlmesllo kbac att e|d|e ears
?#ent Pursumg e husks of the ol
te nd it makes me thlnk of
the long-suffering of God. | exRenence a
?reat flood of gratityde that Jehovah has
oung a place for me in his house and work
In his harvest field. | pray that he will
sustain me in pursuing my Rurpose in life
as a_full-time minister, to his praise and
vindication.

("Priests W

asked afterward and in particular | noticed
that two other priests, in addition to the one
I was studying with, manifested genuine in-
terest. As it was raining | offered to take
these to their temples and on the way one
of them said: T hope the time will come
when everyone will worship Jehovah the Crea-
tor.” | am starting two studies with these
priests and will tell you more about them in
future letters.”

<t (Three months later.) “Remember the study
with the yellow-robed Buddhist priests? Well,
after some weeks of study it was manifest
that only two or three were really interested
in the message about Jehovah’s kingdom and
the rest were only interested in learning Eng-
lish. Two of those that showed the most in-
terest have quit their priestly profession. They
come to our missionary home every Monday
night to continue their studies. They both
speak some English, the one who speaks it
especially well translates for the other and
they are making good progress. We look for-
ward to their taking their stand fully with
the New World society.”
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Let them also ponder the reason why
risons are filleg with rehfhous criminals,
nited States prison officials announce that

" while 60 percent of the, people in the United

States claim some religious faith, 85 per-
?eelm gr]; convicted criminals profess some
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”t]t Its issue of September 4, 1957, The
Christian . Century . reported what' was
found In just one institute of detention.
It said: “After making a statistical surveY
of inmates, Arthur Tenario, staff psycho
ogist at the New Mexico Boys Schodl, re-
ports that 85 percent of the boys com-
mitted to that institution are of "Spanish
American hackground and 71 percent are
Roman Catholics.
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= If Jehovah is supreme, why has he permitted
wickedness to continue through the centuries?

It is this issue of sovereignty that is really
at the basis of the matter. Wickedness began
when a spirit son of God rebelled against God's
sovereignty. Of this spirit rebel the Bible says:
“Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day
that thou wast created, till unrighteousness
was found in thee.” (Ezek. 28:15, AS) By re-
volting against God’'s universal sovereignty,
this spirit creature made himself a devil, and
he came to be called Satan the Devil and “the
original serpent.”—Rev. 12:9.

Satan induced Adam and Eve to revolt
against God’'s universal sovereignty. Satan’s
boast was that he could corrupt any man and
turn him against God’s universal sovereignty,
just as he did with Adam and Eve. In the book
of Job, chapters one and two, we read of Sa-
tan’s boast to God. Satan challenged God, in
effect, that he could not put a man on earth
that would keep integrity to God under temp-
tation. Jehovah let the Devil put Job to the
test, and Job’s integrity-keeping exposed the
Devil’s falsity. So it has been through the cen-
turies: God has permitted wickedness so that
the all-important issue of universal sovereignty
could be put to the test; and tied in with that
paramount issue is that of man’s integrity.

But could not God have executed the rebel
Satan and his earthly subjects, Adam and Eve,
at once, thereby wiping out all wickedness?
Yes, but if God had done so we would not be
alive today; and, above all, the issue would not
have been settled to the full satisfaction of all
living creation. It would have been debatable
throughout eternity—involving such questions
as, If God had allowed the Devil a wide range
of action, would this wicked one have proved
his point? And had God created man in such
a way that it was inevitable that he would
revolt against God if tempted? Such questions
had to be answered decisively.

This has required time, time to give Satan
a wide range of action to let him try to back
up his claim, and time “that people may know
that you, whose name is Jehovah, you alone
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are the Most High over all the earth.” For the
sake of the issue God has permitted wickedness,
but only until the issue is settled and God’s uni-
versal sovereignty is vindicated. The reason for
God’'s temporary permission of wickedness is
well expressed in his words to wicked Pharaoh:
“For this cause | have kept you in existence,
for the sake of showing you my power and in
order to have my name declared in all the
earth.”—Ps. 83:18; Ex. 9:16.

< Why is there such an increase of wickedness
today?

It is no chance happening that wickedness
has vastly increased. Increased woes for the
earth started with World War |. The year 1914,
in fact, marked the beginning of the “last
days.” The last days of what? Of Satan’s wick-
ed rule over the earth and mankind. “The whole
world,” says 1 John 5:19, “is lying in the power
of the wicked one.” But why should the “last
days” of Satan’s wicked rule bring such an in-
crease in wickedness on the earth? The Bible
answers.

“War broke out in heaven,” God's Word tells
us. This, of course, was warfare invisible to
human eyes. In this heavenly conflict Christ
Jesus as Jehovah's enthroned King led heaven’s
armies against Satan and his demons. The Devil
met humiliating defeat in this conflict, as the
Bible discloses: “So down the great dragon
was hurled, the original serpent, the one called
Devil and Satan, who is misleading the entire
inhabited earth; he was hurled down to the
earth, and his angels were hurled down with
him.”—Rev. 12:7-9.

Satan’s debasement and confinement to the
vicinity of the earth was certain to affect
earth’s inhabitants, as the prophetic Word
states: “Woe for the earth and for the sea,
because the Devil has come down to you, having
great anger, knowing he has a short period of
time.”—Rev. 12:12.

It is the wrathful Devil, then, that is the
cause behind the increased wickedness on the
earth. Actually this dramatic increase of wick-
edness is most meaningful: Christ foretold it
as part of the great sign of the “last days.”
Besides his prophecy of world wars for the
“last days,” Jesus foretold “the increasing of
lawlessness.” (Matt. 24:7, 12) And Christ's
apostle foretold a moral breakdown in public
and private life, which would include juvenile
delinquency: “Know this, that in the last days
critical times hard to deal with will be here.
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For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers
of money, self-assuming, haughty, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, without gratitude, with
no loving-kindness, having no natural affection,
not open to any agreement, slanderers, without
self-control, fierce, without love of goodness.”
—2 Tim. 3:1-3.

So the sharp increase of wickedness today
is because this world has entered the “last
days”; and because Satan, restrained to the
neighborhood of the earth and “knowing he
has a short period of time,” has prodded peoples
and nations to do increased wickedness in de-
fiance of Jehovah's universal sovereignty. Little
wonder that human law enforcement agencies,
unable to reach Satan, have been helpless to
check the foretold “increasing of lawlessness”!

= With increasingly destructive weapons of war
and decreasing morality and love of principles,
what hope is there for man and the earth?
Will wickedness ever be brought to an end?

Despite a race to make the deadliest weapons
in human history, there is hope for men who
love righteousness, hope to live forever upon
this earth under peaceful conditions. Man’s
weapons and wickedness do not make such a
new world impossible. It is, of course, as Jesus
stated: “With men this is impossible, but with
God all things are possible.” And God has prom-
ised it: “There are new heavens and a new
earth that we are awaiting according to his
promise, and in these righteousness is to dwell.”
—Matt. 19:26; 2 Pet. 3:13.

A righteous new world means peace for the
earth, and a peaceful New World society is
already formed. And already they live in har-
mony with the Bible prophecy: “They shall beat
their swords into plowshares.”—Isa. 2:4, AS.

The New World society has no fear of the
earth’s being destroyed by man’s folly. We have
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God’s assurance: “He has founded the earth
upon its established places; it will not be made
to totter to time indefinite, nor forever.” Nor
will nuclear weapons make the earth uninhabit-
able; for God “formed the earth and made it;
he hath established it, he created it not in vain,
he formed it to be inhabited.”—Ps. 104:5; Isa.
45:18, AV.

God’s Word recognizes, however, that man is
in the process of ruining the earth. So the Most
High God has promised to take action “to bring
to ruin those ruining the earth.” He will do
this soon at the universal war of Armageddon,
called “the war of the great day of God the
Almighty.” This righteous war will settle the
great issue, that of Jehovah’s universal sover-
eignty. Satan, who knows his remaining time
is short, will not escape. He, together with his
demons, will be isolated bound in a prison
abyss. Thus Armageddon will accomplish what
no human war has ever done—get to the root
cause of wickedness. Executed also will be all
human doers of wickedness, since Jehovah's
forces at Armageddon come “to execute judg-
ment against all and to convict all the ungodly
concerning all their ungodly deeds.”—Rev. 11:
18; 16:14; 20:1-3; Jude 15.

Before Armageddon makes the way for God's
new world, a warning must be delivered. The
peaceful New World society of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses are sounding that warning, that all lov-
ers of morality may flee from Satan’s doomed
world and find protection by trusting in Jeho-
vah: “Hope in Jehovah and keep his way, and
he will exalt you to take possession of the earth.
When the wicked ones are cut off you will see
[it]. But the meek ones themselves will possess
the earth and they will indeed find their exqui-
site delight in the abundance of peace.”—Ps.
37:34,11.

African Chief Shows Wisdom

C. Two full-time ministers of Jehovah were sent to a certain village in Nyasaland
to preach. This caused the representative of the Universal Missions to Central
Africa to petition the chief to expel the witnesses on the premise that both organi-
zations could not operate in the same village. After consulting with his superiors
the chief ruled: “If the U.M.C.A. does not want to stay together with Jehovah'’s
witnesses, then they may leave. | am very pleased to have the name of Jehovah
preached in my area and | agree that they stay and continue with their good work.”
So now still only one religious group is active in the village, but it is Jehovah’'s
witnesses!—1958 Yearbook of Jehovah's Witnesses.
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May 25: A New Song for All Men of Good
Will. Page 227.

June 1: The Time to Sing the New Song.
Page 234.
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