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with alf the descendants of Adam and Eve.
“That Is why Hust as through one man sin
entered into’ the world and”death through
sin, and thus death spread to all men fe-
cause they had all sinned."—Rom. 5:12.

All mankind have inherited sin and the
curse of death from Adam because their
life force came from htm by means of pro-
creation. His sin was passed on to them
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SpUituaH Condition In Question

C. A Roman Catholic bishop recently questioned the reality of his church’s member-
ship claim in the United States. The Roman Catholic Church now claims 34,563,851
members. But Bishop Stephen S. Woznicki of Saginaw, Michigan, thought that no
more than twenty-five million are practicing Catholics. “There has been great prog-
ress in the physical condition of dioceses,” he said, “but the spiritual condition is
an entirely different question.”—Time, September 23, 1957.
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A news dispatch in the Houston Chronicle of August 16, 1955, reported on
some statements made by a clergyman in Marthall, England: “Rev. Philip
Francis, the local vicar, sincerely believes that what this world needs is an
atomic war. 'Yes, it would be the best thing that could happen/ the 55-year-old
parson told reporters who besieged him with questions last night about a pro-
vocative article he wrote in his parish magazine. In the article he said: 'We
need not bother about the dire warnings of eminent people who hate changing
from the gunpowder age to the atomic age/ ‘An atomic war would do the world
good. ... It is the only thing which could clear away present evils and bring
about world government/” But the Bible shows that the only thing that will
do this is God’s war of Armageddon. It will “bring to ruin those ruining the earth.”



m | SMALL dot on maps of the United States
m is being looked at with keen interest by

people in Europe, Africa, Asia, the South
Pacific, South America, Central America and
North America. The dot represents a city they
plan to visit this summer.

But these people are not ordinary tourists.
They are coming to New York city for a special
purpose—to attend the international assembly
of Jehovah’s witnesses.

This assembly will mean a great influx of
people in a matter of a few days, but New
York is well capable of handling them. It has
plenty of accommodations.

*® Since these people will be coming to wor-
ship and serve Jehovah God, it brings to mind
how assemblies for the same purpose made Je-
rusalem a great convention city. In ancient
times people traveled great distances to assem-
ble there three times a year, as required by
God’'s law to Moses: “On three occasions in
the year every male of yours will appear be-
fore the face of the Lord Jehovah.” (Ex. 23:17)
They were to appear at the sanctuary located
in Jerusalem.

'U Of course, God has no sanctuary in New
York city, and neither has he given a command
for people to assemble there. The reason Jeho-
vah’s witnesses have made it their convention
city for 1958 is the fine facilities it has for
a large international assembly. It is easily
reached by every means of modern transporta-
tion. Three immense airports can readily care
for the conventioners arriving by air. Those
coming on trains and buses will be handled
with ease by the big railroad stations and nu-
merous bus depots. Boats bringing other con-
ventioners will dock in one of the world’s finest
harbors. Those coming by automobile will find
excellent, high-speed highways leading into the
city.

N The Witnesses do not have a Scriptural com-
mand to assemble in any particular place as
the Israelites did, but they do have a Scriptural
command to have conventions. This is found
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at Hebrews 10:24, 25: “And let us consider one
another to incite to love and right works, not
forsaking the gathering of ourselves together,
as some have the custom, but encouraging one
another, and all the more so as you behold
the day drawing near.”

~Jehovah’s witnesses obey this command by
holding many conventions, and occasionally an
international one. But it is a problem to find a
place large enough and suitable for their needs.
Fortunately, New York city has something that
does meet their needs—two large stadiums with-
in a few blocks of each other. Yankee Stadium
and the Polo Grounds will be used for the 1958
international assembly.

~Another feature that makes New York a
fine convention city is its excellent transpor-
tation system. Large crowds can be brought
quickly from all parts of the city to any one
point. And then a few hours later they can be
just as quickly whisked away.

~As the festival of booths in ancient Israel
lasted for seven days, followed by an eighth day
of assembly, so the international assembly of
the Witnesses will last eight days, July 27 to
August 3. It will be a rich feast of spiritual
food. This will make it very different from the
many hundreds of conventions that are held in
New York city every year. It might be men-
tioned that 767 conventions and expositions
were held there in 1956, drawing a total of
3,717,000 delegates and visitors. But of all these
gatherings this assembly of Jehovah’s witness-
es will be distinctly unique. It will be an im-
mense internatioiial gathering of ministers who
will do in New York what is commanded at
Hebrews 13:15: “Offer to God a sacrifice of
praise, that is, the fruit of lips which make
public declaration to his name.”

~AThis great assembly will add to New York
city’s prestige as a convention city. But more
than that, it will focus public attention on the
fact that God’s kingdom is mankind’s only hope
for peace, security and life.
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The Happiness of Spiritually Healed Lepers

ipjO MOST persons the thought of being af-
flicted with leprosy presents one of the
tm worst fates imaginable. It often means
segregation in a leper colony for many years
and may even result in the gradual wasting
away of one’s nose, fingers, etc., accompanied
with horrible disfigurement. Yet the value,
power and beauty of the truth of Jehovah
God’'s Word is so manifest that lepers who
become spiritually healed by gaining an un-
derstanding and appreciation of it are far
happier than any lepers could possibly be
who have received only physical healing.
Proof of this is seen by the zeal with which
they spread spiritual healing to others.
~ A case in point are the witnesses of Jeho-
vah residing in the Luapala Leper Settlement,
situated on the Luapala River in Northern
Rhodesia, in south-central Africa. Scattered
among its many acres are the houses of its
five hundred inmates, various administration
offices and clinics, as well as houses of the
large staff of workers. In this settlement, ow-
ing to the zeal of the witnesses and Jehovah’s
blessing upon their efforts, one out of twenty
is enjoying the happiness of spiritual healing.

C Recently the local congregation received
permission to give a public lecture and show
the film “The Happiness of the New World
Society” in this settlement. The witnesses in
it at once got busy, their affliction not deter-
ring their zeal one bit. They fenced off a large
playing field, changed an ugly towering ant-
hill in it to an imposing platform, erected
accommodations to seat four hundred and
then invited one and all to come.

C For the afternoon public lecture the sur-
prising number of 363 turned out. This ob-
viously was in striking contrast with the total
of six that attended a religious service across
the way that was being conducted in a dead
language. Excitement among the witnesses
ran high. If that many came to hear the Bible
lecture, how many would come to see the So-
ciety’s film in the evening? Almost three times
as many, packing out the enclosure! Yes, a
count showed that almost a thousand, 997 to
be exact, attended from the settlement and
surrounding district. What rejoicing there was
among the witnesses in the Luapala Settle-
ment that night! And so happy in spite of
their being lepers!
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The Treatment of Heretic!

C. Thomas Aquinas, who lived during the thirteenth century, is the celebrated
philosopher of the Roman Catholic Church. Interestingly, even to this day his Sum-
ma Theologiae remains substantially the standard Roman Catholic authority. In dis-
cussing the treatment of heretics, he says in Question XI, Art. 3, 2 a, 2ae: “It is
much more serious to corrupt faith, which gives life to the soul, than to falsify
money, which sustains temporal life. If, therefore, the falsifiers of money or other
malefactors are at once by secular princes justly given up to death, how much
more may heretics, as soon as they are convicted of their heresy, be not only
excommunicated, but justly Kkilled.”



= In the 1956 Watchtower series of articles on
marriage, paragraph 36 on page 596 says: “If
a person forgivingly takes an erring mate
back again it should be without collecting such
[woman] damages.” When the Philistine king
Abimelech returned Sarah to Abraham, may
not the money that Abimelech then gave to
Abraham be considered ‘“*woman damages”?
—Gen. 20:14-16.

The scripture cited reads: “Following that
Abimelech took sheep and cattle and men
slaves and women slaves and gave them to
Abraham and returned to him Sarah his wife.
Further Abimelech said: ‘Here my land is
available to you. Dwell where it is good in your
eyes." And to Sarah he said: ‘Here | do give a
thousand silver pieces of money to your broth-
er. Here it is for you a covering of the eyes to
all who are with you, and before everybody,
and you are cleared of reproach.””

According to the Bible account, Sarah was
not an erring mate. Abraham did not deliber-
ately lend her out to King Abimelech to com-
mit adultery with his beautiful wife Sarah that
he might thereafter collect what is called
“woman damages” from Abimelech as her vio-
lator. Abraham was not setting an example for
polygamists today who keep a number of con-
cubines for the express purpose of prostituting
them, just to collect “woman damages” over
and over again on the same concubine.

By letting King Abimelech take Sarah away
from him Abraham was trying to protect his
own life. Had it been known that Sarah was
his wife, Abraham might have been Kkilled by
the Philistines in order that they might take
Sarah forcibly away from him for the sexual
pleasures of King Abimelech. Sarah was the
half sister of her husband Abraham and he
and she had agreed that in this enemy terri-
tory in Canaan she should always say that he
was her brother so that there would be no
reason or excuse to Kill Abraham in order to
get his wife. So King Abimelech took Sarah
away on the understanding that she was mere-
ly the sister and not the wife of Abraham.

9%

In a dream God informed King Abimelech
that he had taken Abraham’s wife but that
God had not allowed Abimelech to touch her.
God now commanded Abimelech to return Sar-
ah to Abraham because Abraham was God’s
prophet and Abraham would then make sup-
plication to God for Abimelech that he might
keep living and that the women of his house-
hold might bear children again.

The sheep and cattle and men slaves and
women slaves that King Abimelech gave to
Abraham after returning Sarah were not as a
payment to him for having used his wife in a
sexual way. Abimelech gave this gift as a com-
pensation to Abraham for having temporarily
deprived him of his wife. Neither were the
thousand silver pieces of money that Abime-
lech gave to Abraham a sort of “woman dam-
ages.” King Abimelech told Sarah that this
money was a gift made to her “brother” to
cover her in the eyes of everybody who became
informed of this affair, to show that she was
innocent in the matter and that she was
cleared by the king himself of all reproach
against her as a moral woman. Abraham did
not accept this money as “woman damages”
for Abimelech’s having used his wife immoral-
ly. Had Abraham prostituted his wife Sarah
in order to gain “woman damages,” God would
not have said to Abimelech that Abraham
could come to him in prayer and supplicate
him to heal Abimelech so that Abimelech’s
wife and slave girls might become pregnant
again.—Gen. 20:6, 7.

Thus the Bible is cleared of any precedent
for prostituting one’s wife in order to make
money by her immorality.

Hence if a Christian husband forgives his
wife for her adultery and takes her back to
himself again, it should be solely because he
has mercy upon her and not because he is
reaping any financial gain through her immo-
rality. Thus he clears himself before God and
man, showing that he was not consenting to
or conniving at the immorality of his wife in
the hope of material gain thereby. He cannot,
therefore, be disfellowshiped from the congre-
gation because of the immorality of his wife.
With a clean conscience he can go to God in
prayer and pray that God will heal his wife
spiritually and help her be a faithful wife
thereafter.



“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS

March 16: Jehovah Brings the Increase, and
Fruitful Ministers Led by Active Force,
if1-4. Page 80.

March 23: Fruitful Ministers Led by Active
Force, if5-24. Page 86.

W CHECK YOUR MEMORY vV

After reading this issue of “The Watchtower”, do you remember—

?] W there is more in maklnq a deuslon
forﬁC rist than people generally realize?

Why children borp today are like children
born In”slavery? P. 68, 15

How Christ could 'be born from an im-

perfect descendant of Adam and not Inherit
Adam’s sin? P. 69, 15,

Who alone_can bring healing to the na-

tlons7 P. 72, IfL.
¥]Chr|st|ans of the flrst century were
called “haters of mankind”? P. 73, 12
Why the overflowing of the Tiber Rlver

caused E;hrlstlans to he %hrown to the lions?
P. 74, ifl.

What is attractln?( people] from all over
the e&rth to New York city this summer? P.

dmonV\;:aFt g%es fezwdence of a bad heart con-
today) ge Chnsttlamty s increase can be seen
o fOI-lIJ(rJ]Vé Jcg)r/tal|nn lte/negrg |nl southﬁgentral Afri-
8, \%t%at makes for a real Christian? P.
and V%here) apne son 2an count both blessings

Why Abraha Wante his wife to tell the
Ph|I|st|n)es tthat she was hils s?ster P. 95, tf



