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What is easy religion? Who are its teachers?
What has easy religion done for Christendom?
What decision affects your eternal destiny?
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STRANGE headline appeared in the June

17, 1957, issue of the Beirut Daily Star—

“19 Killed in Zghorta Church Shooting.”
What had brought on this shocking episode?
For the answer we must know something of
a family feud in Zghorta, a mountain village
in the northern part of Lebanon. It is com-
posed of Maronite Catholics, a branch of the
Roman Catholic religion. In this Maronite vil-
lage live two large, powerful families called
Dweihi and Franjieh. For some time there has
been a feud between these two families. Gun-
fire often results. “When they are feuding,”
reports Time magazine, “they are careful to
go to church and ask God's help in aiming

run, they seldom miss Sunday Mass.” Recent-
ly a strange clash brought the feud to a
climax.

During the funeral of a one-time mayor
and cousin of the Maronite bishop of Tripoli,
a member of the Dweihi family made a
speech. It was considered derogatory to the
present deputy from the district, who is a
Franjieh. This came about after a Catholic
priest named Simaan Dweihi put himself in
politics: he nominated himself as a candidate
for parliament on the government ticket. This
was not to the pleasing of Hamid Franjieh,
a leading spokesman for the opposition. There
were suspicions that priest Dweihi had en-
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tered politics to discredit the Franjieh family
and to thwart Hamid Franjieh’s chances at
the presidency.

Family rivalries aggravated by the politi-
cal campaign grew more tense. Maronite
priest Simaan, said Time magazine, “usually
totes a large pistol on his clerical rounds, and
seldom travels without an escort of four or
five gun-packing kinsmen.” Shooting started
in the churchyard, interrupting a solemn pro-
cession of six red-robed bishops and more
than 100 bearded priests. Pistols barked.
Machine guns erupted. Pandemonium broke
out. Soon bullets started to fly in the heart

* of the church itself, where some 2,000 people
their guns, and even when they are on the *

X 4 *

were in attendance for the memorial service
of a neighborhood sheik. Pistol-packing priest
Dweihi fled to the sacristy for refuge but
sustained a bullet wound in his hand. For
fifteen minutes, according to newspapers,
“thousands of bullets were fired.” When the
shooting ended, more than 100 persons had
been wounded. Nineteen persons lay dead.
Four days later the death toll reached thirty,
with ten still in critical condition. Eleven per-
sons had been killed within the church itself.
At least one child and one woman died, and
three priests were Killed. Three other priests
were wounded.

A priest in politics had led to tragic
results.
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Imot s [ast voyage to Jerusa- gregation or dnp\drhl-tldw as that?
Eese dre {dd;ﬁ Eastlh ! gSQf rsdrdnotmenthatGodshoI %rrrt

Sg tus, near Resstdd) pgd%r@d rrr p son t et rrdp r]s%
there caIe {éwleovreer@ofﬁ ca]ed; (MY‘ eulrott e Father
aI

sus, not then Inclu Imo e ree person
came anf them 0 rg en o dhe one odan ﬁlee uaIh drer r’d
ens
ustrate t \at theE?t

tion sus, Paul gave tem 7 one of S
g ?emn ?aredeﬁ address ?ust IL ke one dly ShOWS anrtl
Who Was an overseer to them. To these san Inv|S! actrv orce trss
overseers Paul said: rom(%7 acts rrectky

o L o B ol I e e
any of the things tha were rofitable nor

roym teachrn rgou d)orkddc Klade rom house L XS In order to bring. God }5) (ﬂ]

{0 house, ot TS e o Ay, Eetieonge'n
Go 10w and [0 G { ahoit repent E%%u\s/ad/dsareg%rdgcttg rorrdt[d gaﬁtﬁf

ance toward God and faith in our Lord }

Jesus. And now, | know that all of t il da}’s Saffﬁ{ W%Swegdreb Cout gﬁvt

ou among whom | went preaching the hrr tr n ongre tr ninJ erusaFd)
ingdom [of God] will see my face no oste Peter ex arned the mrrg e t at

more Hence caIIyou to wrtnesst 1S ver?/ K place by to the cgow d
aeyt at | amcean fromte lood of all rrrﬁdhe es sGo resur cte
mén, for | have not h? (ack from teIIrn% C act Wwe are a Ymtnesses] ere

}/ou d ||rstdle e%oajdde to0 alclacdheFt?l cI?ttgpddO ore be a se s \év ars Ceex\aeg d r%nr"g é

urselv N
ahlch the holy spirit has appointed yod P ine Faiter ﬁ?ggpﬁpoﬂﬁ

pirit fro
our (i wﬁrcw Yol se@ ai
%%%rsevsﬁcﬁohShepur%fﬁagfgg CONOreQZNon of - Gavig hag ot wdcended to heaven to o

] out that spirit, but Jesus, David’s descend-
(F)to rsscro(\)nrr]nle{Soﬂ Acts 20:17-28; ED; ant and Lpd had done so, SActs232 -36

S0, then, In makrng the older men of Epne-
rth which aposile dl was Timo tt}%assocrated apd wrtn

whrct ouerseers did this apos Ve a Specidl Tarewe re c rn E hesus, .,.and

7 Hogv ong ha yet
a 0INte rSeers there?
Ovef}ggoqrdmg to Acts 20:17-28, what did he say to those ﬁdns sgtdt onyth daty dp(ﬁen ecos F; or say
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sus overseers the holxlsgrrrt Was notazi Rer from men nqr thrg éh a man, but

spirit person acti wn as the equ rou Christ and God the Father,
oPGHan ﬁrs n Jesus. y r%rsegH m up tromtedead —Gal,
Olf the holy s grrrt IS no heavepl ?/ eson 11

ut is mereT%/v

od throu esus ehen aCln\orerv (()tr |tr(am HUMAN INTERMEDIARIES
8 ttnoseg I g ﬂ F P
e

hesus oversee 110n the. da% LPen ecost and. aI38
Prrrt |a not 8 th? conversion of the Itafian centurion
j |rect nelius overt ree ears ate there vrrasn
orce the agp |n IP(?
%verseers It was sent tqrt

esraH an a In ermeﬂqarY_ or e activit

rom ehova eho sgrrrt ora Jesus In everc]
as Its fo n}ntarn The. first agent or Boured It ti rrectu on \f apostles an
*ntermedrarx lngeh which 1t 0 eratg Cornelius P ellow believers.
rohnt heav Wast Lord Jesus at God’s But in the ¢ ther OVErseers nu

as
On the day of Pentecost rts mtermedrarr %ave been used Tor the m

ﬁ on Was . acco nredg) a nors Spirit.
r;t.s‘t W e by i o s
ehea(ts otea tath ? {‘”rhtran drsOI Eauﬁa Issionar resq(rjom Antrocjt rnSrra

ciples Into whom it came, to N Nanas ereamon Ve
pj( H ? étl'[ﬁ En ua teagners In ECOH gathH:)tH"J%

e
a ever earne Acts 2: (}L eﬁz Ten gy some undescrrbed ns t

or like radio’ beams. ac |v8 spirit Was mia %transmrt soun uma
orce waB unse(rﬂ1 bu W at 1t produced  sheech, |u eact|on Qf ra 10 Waves
was seeable and he

arabl UBBP ?y# aJO recervrn

B%frlénolgeter (Fnd t{(re other apostles o tem(r)nrsterlnoS Iéeehota Fger%sverrri
iun amentaq thrn%s OffF [l a}%ntreﬁthe Bar al)a ﬁr{ at?l aparti71 : ?

[ me
oly spirjf was, In effect, making those the wor owrch havecajdh
go%tlp tounaatron stonés” of the New [Thent ey%%ted andap[ ed anel Aé%err
Jerusalem and main verssers 2 the Chris-  hands ugont em and le Ince
an con regation. (Rev er on tne repr ent tive meno t eAn och con-
au of Tar us Wa converted%o rrst 9re?a on lai therrhan n}pont 0Se tw
| Was | trée an)d was “Tilled with 15,1t necessarily said that t 8
0 y Irt, ecam ne Iarjost missionaries by the men who err
etepaceo un |t

H%S hands ugont em? No the action ofthose
scarrot S It ISWartﬁ?u men wa

rp (on Oy incidental and to show that
concer, ng thISP a[po(sto L 0ver- they acted for Gods spirit in sefting aside
?ove see erent an ehrso |ce

v Ads | ? 15 Ver tﬂitwtvh‘)eymttﬁ'r%”%tedse o s o
[0 e t e th apostle of the Lam
ot thrmsevl\ta hPae?uIS an aposfle; nel- gg' utle for the. Bible gogs On tg

it kind of e h i ; he fWO missionaries: “Accor ngw
9Wat|noorceste spirit, and from what

SQurce 3 £ 90 tortn and ﬂt¥ou%n ﬁom ana Yt \tvlar\é\/aﬁ there K15 t?eshuanrtgnc'o]rtrerer uesdrglr oOrWtha S r| her
h 0ts spr a(% tron nt cot what rs

e an p

%o

ns w

Wha Paul al
Tarsus as mrésro |e rom n?rocﬁ and

Ba;nabas sent out
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Bhese men, sento fy the hol%sprrr eHnot UAt a critical time. Paul and Barnfrbas

ymen nAntr went down to Seleu- were choseg fspﬁcral conterence of the
a [ ésare awagr governrn gho e hrrstran%at Jeru-

%Yg tﬁex”g‘f;i%ﬂe% &Eegh ot tq be n alem to”read"a specra Ietterﬂ

ng the word’a1 of trons to_cangregatigns n Antio Instruc-
On hat (RO e them 1
On that missionar

In Syria
and in Cilic r&%t em that rrc m
our\n%y Paul anccision was no Rart of Christianity.
Barnabas started a numbe ft
con reéatrons en sprrrtH et-

hristian messenger genera R ers
Ig older were an Baina as read this or %nrzatrona
ma e Qver eer]s OVer. such congre ﬁtrons ter to the ¢o glre atjons. Those angrnte
oarv oly sr[nrrt butth a Pau]{ Messen er t err ssr nment serv
rf] Barhabas as intermediaries. I proof Ice serru NOWIN re qinted
ﬁrs \ve read of their action atAn ro&h not mere b the en ft% rrstrﬁ
In Pisidia; oreover] the?/ Rorne ernrnﬁ rr}] grusa em but
erorrrn eann 00 t‘éh ortr%m rnvtvr ?n reg 3/ vr}a hec earlrentornwtvg te?terathgrt
h mrttedt rE 3/ eho hin WH they reg to t econsg rgratronste overn
CPeﬁ;ome levers.’ cts 14|2 r% gwrote the otewort<y/ %
rwar rmo ecame a traveq g &S have
orker with the apost adding no turther

Y, Spirit a d We gurs
nrpan]r favore urgen to you,
r tr e ecame ull grown spi tua exce tthese ecessary thrn

%0 Timothy was made a ovgrs er wit

0 ernrn composed of
I L Bl
f%"ap and farnabas

In the congregation at EpnEsUs ana else- pointmen
where. Bu ﬂat(iedn 0 TrmotH 'S he- Pect di hrs e ercrse of oversight ojt
comrng such a special_overseer, sdperip- re atro ¥ rhe over |n§ at
tende t]or su sor eactror] ot God’s S ave T cor dlh 0
rrrt routﬁJ L IS two etters (0 thrs rn connetitron wrth aul an 4
descrr es 1t In companio

Do not/be neglectrng thegrgrn ouvrhag on hﬁroug'h he cm% nr]as i eg t;égﬁv%r

WasPnren you thror} iction 0se Ihere for ohserv cet} ecrees

redrction “would g) the spirif] an ﬂ t had been decided upon
hen the bo menﬂ their % r?er men [h n?eretrlt er safem
and%upo vtr J lowing Here ore, indeed, econgr ah s con
self was an OuhSt g otk inted 10 'be made firm, in’t l and
0 t ose 0 r men e further Wr(ie 0t mcreasg in umb r rom day 10 dav.
8: 16:4, 5) The con regatr ns

Ire o { ke 3 (Acts 15
fa'afi drtp

0u {0, Stir U
ch 18 VU Lhrogh  ere no onger shakY on the m
ilto cc§n OU. 0“%% BThus it 15 Scrip uraIIy true that hu-

ice, hut tha
WEl aTa ounaness 0 ttert cial oon ern rusalem what ere
r? o§ssprrrt Was %n a”‘fag’rﬁeh’d%“ § efr °d°h§”fth
necessary to alI ese actrons r.st.% VE% ete QB““ ePning Dody at Jert-
13. How was the a rntment rseers, in A r h ou human” go-hetweens b ed in
i P R AR R e B
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man obetweens have bee t%sedﬂ I ap- Go]g efagts show th tra th ear %914

orntrﬂ r%versem ock om | We rsC
n the this fact no qgoaﬁ was roua tto rr %eavens
f ma of teerr ow C?cord or ere orer e tr eso rest ratroa

emsqves ntoar Igious 0,yan take qf all th od § ket

(? emselves the power and aut OHt e mo A R/pr

t maeoverseers 0 bhshops ﬁ time. s3 Ince

re cal ed In még m es.1n %rrste anrzlatr as [ tH)tO ett % I
Ithoyt Of 0 srrrtt]g/ orP/dsrnea te 089 arnsso

o not ing that rea ¥c unts with Go | e time Nnas come f?

that plays a real part in his organrzatron ment his promise. “I wil aso

As In thie case of the Christian con?rega Officers ﬁac(g and trne

tion rn apostolrc trmes In the first c&n- 5. rrg teoasnes rogs.the 0 =

tur for ay tYO men {0 %etHsed in Yanslatiop ot the & ebeW Cﬁ{éPthggcfegll

he"appointment of overseers and thelr as-

srstants ministerial_servants, they must dstlrrne OVerseers ”g COu. ? o

have the holy § irit in them, es, be “filled omsan
with holy sB’rrrP (Acts 917 2o 5:18) Wﬁﬁgﬁt% g also | H‘ theto“weréﬂneazfgl

This was true of the Christian governrngz tle Peter re ere n t% Pentecos
body at Jerusalem in apostolic "times. | amej “It ‘shall come to gvass afterwar
was” true also of such individuals as the F our out mg grrrt U H

apostle Paul and his companions Timothy ur S0NS nt/ ur dﬁ 8 ters
and Trtus who were iven Instructions re- rop our old men shall dream
gnr ing men qualified to be overseers and r%a your Hng e shall see visions.

eir gssistants. They were all filled with

alsg upo he “servants a'*r upon the

the spirit and were moved by it. an mar 5, In 1 03 é% Wi POUf ogt
Spirif. ‘ %I S: Acts 2:]

HOW ABOUT TODAY? Wes ould therefore ex ec’t the spirit’s

T Today we are not living in apostolr@C vity 1o rncﬁude apPorn[t)rn OVETSEETS.
times. Long” hefore our time, ‘when the . BAS in th rke aggstles the
apostolrc days ended almost nineteen hun- Ghristl nIroc ova has ove

red_years ago, the miraculous g[rfts ang 1t visl o P{f I acts Tor an

¢ Q0veT ang
In expressio | and discree
manifestations of the holy spirit passed [0 EXPTESSIOR i iy, and pornterg

away. Can.it still be trug that the holy srncecorw] IQV% Is rn% om rntRe eﬂes

spirit appoints verseers over the congre-
ggtrons%e‘true Christians to a¥0r8|nce 7 Bsultnhrs comi Eor iy h'S apofs
the tir

pirit is God’s invisiple active Torce and Is wers
silent and unfeelaple, how could we be e enq oafnthrs 0 fw VY] Ff Jesu sa

suret at the appointing, of overseers is b o really rs the rscr et

It tod a?/ The Holy Bible, God’s Word, sIave whom'his master appornte over rs

makes this certain. 8 In what S are we Irv sr ce 914 and Ba{trﬁtr
and so ouI We ™ expec

sacrr tor Iud

Easse Caew%%e rrqwra?#lous anrfestar n tI(thrse ? rit 0,

rrstra overning, body act
VL o3PR VERSEErE a makes iqr()j"ﬁtres d ?heseﬁ St{c% Made qualrt $he regp
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domestics to, give them thelrfod a} %he tha make an individual ththx] of bemq
R}ro er time? HaR y IS th tsa(\{ ma e an overseer ron mstena

%)ter on arnw§ fmds?\ ain so r\éla saestateé au\{\/S |r Jaerttlc

0In
am%a"lni ot Wil n%@ 0 Lty %aan o o Pl
TﬁVF IS da com OSItQ ers nmaf ép Qoverseers an mlnlsterla Serv nh \1\]/ |’
of a Ianomt oly

ed Christian joint ens 0 writfen down by Inspiration o
iChnst has been ta g flreo Spirit,
(m%llns .an earth, The slave has q '] 2\When, now, the governin body esig-
alt %wm out the spthaI iblica nates overgeers that meet
ood at.th noer time, so}1 ere IS stated |re ents |t IS re {no
no S mtua} ahme amon# |a]n mtt eads to the a o
Séeé akeths t rseers |t |s real thT%)a smtt
Iscreet slave” cas U éelr ma es siich See Is act eco es
ea(}/y Ies on3| I| fles in t es ast or V| ent en we no
thro nst h go red out his rﬂ lnes o dwe in
mt ug fthem In ihes ast ag/ In |r|t In eca d| ate or%he 0 |ceo¥
Pr|et Ul Imento Joel’s prop CK oerseer that nfluences | ﬁom ?P
g) ove nmg tfod of the faithful emust%o ed
an t a}y econducs
he h s one),

|scr Ve class is taken G{rom the nvlrﬁ]se%ndl
{gona Prﬂ?ta% o it

i oy aaeEnnne
ch.Is “love, joy, peace, lo
Indness, g[ogdhe%s fealt,a m}ﬂ

un tlon EI
In otenwn Intmen |n
\peseers IS mag % ths o1 %rmne t(? %v
armony with the requirements enn
own foroverseers It 1s real thes |rt es self-control, lm alin
ov r eers are _appointed, es to ether wnh It ps S an
t ou ter ediaries. As sires, He muyst show that he 1S move
stor ovahswnn S |m eI ods Irit 10 t eover3|g
uw 0

sows { |s IS S frue sm ck of shieep, In 1 ustratlo

en the sy ate lective elders and t |s |n apr)ost Lc times ﬁte hen was se c
eacons was done away with in their con- Ior se Vdc?] ecause. he was a man
gre alons aith an oIYS pirit, —Act365

overning body of mature n cqnsideration of the spirit’s fruitage
Frs ote % efIa]lt()'?ful a¥n§) éilscreet s@avg b)vroﬁl 8% %e oandp aear% Sharmoﬁx
class alwa s seeks the guidance of od’s ntten e unemen)ts set out |
|r|t In appointing responsible men R crlptores nllten I)(meR und er
econ regations overseers, to?ether %aémn of the hq f It %
Wlth thelr ssistants, the m|n|ster|a serv-  eming hody acts, being itself moved
ants. ‘]fgvoo not act according to any hon pirit'for which 1t prays to GOd that

personal favoritism or any bias. ethmgs nwe oft|s Jouis Pe.a e“BP a&verse "
gO From &vhom ethe embers of the overn biO%)f nF e%alS ne eﬁ] eha omtme
h

a
aken, “an rding ppon en ay |
e e e Ll
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BT S R
or% in {be matter ?f appomtln? Over- - worked tnr esus t er orm IS(QJUEFS

h 0
A lﬁh K R}@;ﬁ;h@% Sl

O\G%h % over tﬁw Pcdgrms own Son.” IS gIvIn credi gj%
FiActs% :28, &chon |e?8 In course of s |rt|nsteadgo thh|nﬁeI?Jesus thena
erpneeaner th]er%eeeremn(s]| aosu sc%no\{vew ust H hse WOIE S: 4 this %(iour}] aw
L O L i o
own Qverseer, g\ ?m% She he S%H gle ﬁ?woever speahs a ﬁ (p g?]lhstg
emies 3bek This re%uwed ? n of man f} Wi %r Iver him:. but
?ter his death aqd resurrection and after w?] ever pe S again serlt It
fbe out ourmg Ih Bhtonte X Pnotg orgiven hlm no, Xot in the
or Pentecost,. to sglect'a airjerent man% Bresen sh);lstem gf %hings not in that to
th 8{]0 18 |ceootO Ver%er%th f cts 1 ome
%as for some Hme own tte] Gods slg)m%
l?s{t ees pal? mtoe 'neC%SSf% agoo epglrgtrs ég?slggrnles : 00|0n\{gdS %ersthlsese 1 tﬁe
seer that tur sou}gof It ouIdt ere org ointee |l e anx nott% atbuse
great 0od to overseﬁ ds 8vers erwh for se?h sons. AS te
temnlsterla(fserva ts If they would time g F B sald to ﬁjow OVEISeers:
Yateu ont g% rdt afllctk Go

o algam i ? rE?P% eglas € LFdﬁer com SIOﬂ nelrhgr %I’Cor\%

rst etter oTlmoﬁ] artlcuTar onest th r as.lordin

cha tert reg ané Paul’s gftgr 0] TI'[U¥ | o er tEose%vh%are 0 s?n erltance’q
par cu arly chapt at wronig Cé) se W(iLL
with 5Ean fui act ke Jugas Ile a i ke

B view % % ﬂat IS bound ug
the matter o mt ent no a ;I) H gbse a osyea g 5 b 12%3
ace [t is a betra %I ﬁe sheep of eRl
g as t V(ﬁml ed %1

shou tre% h]lstoe ch(eJr over %es !
Lh ﬁ %/ySPIrlrt which ma(f hath 1S, (h
d reason, then, he sho vh/?earcose Té) 1y Sp rsme ne n zek|
eartt{}\?\ﬁarnm wor Jesus to % at wou #easmnm against
|s enem|es it the| M}s‘he ene- iesg [n that ma et emah VETSeer,
tlr%SSWJme (S)p\?vratlo gcure§ és IrnIt ftheus |r|t| GYV%%IIOHhCIJ ﬁwguvﬁ)u?g
] %?u gdumbmﬁn sog tt(h 8 A ?a ! o{

an. t Even In h aven the exalted Jesus acts
rHeswabil ﬁls {00 |n the m tter ofa

Hossggsed e sin, a Serlous sin. d;%ehms in aR
man%p e and saw, Iree 19 emon committed to the omt afrenm 8
0ssessjon.. To (wnteractt e effect th% OVerseer In tgat on |t|oh B ear

1S miracle would have on all other ob- course of conduct, It would ecomeasm
mF A e VFnﬁys t“ﬁ” tﬁf W[%F?ﬁ%rg N 40 desene ﬁ?e d(')h‘efrvs'geh gl his appointment by, the epirit, what wil
should gal C ose OhIS ina o
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a ainst the haly spirit by one whose ma- ith which you have heen sealed,” said
t?rrmtak (ht/mpore hlamavt/ gn ac- PavY Vr ¥
countable % comes a kind of Sin
][ at IS neither for |va le in this world nor CONGREGATION STARS
or |vab|e In the World to come. BTod%y \%e ma Hot he ljving in apos-
%ause ofthg heightened res onsrr plic times, but we do live 1n apocalyptic
Ltres that are lal ?n OVerseers 1o aX |mes or th1e VISIons grven in the.a a
eca se of the muItr cify, of duties, W he evel tion, are being ful-
g them,"an becaue of t be ore our v%r 0d’s kinddom
?ar er de Snds that fare madeo them a nas been bom in t gtave 5 the nations
% ecause qf age or sick ness or 1ave ecome Wrat ﬁown
other circumstances be eune ual tothe wrath pas come against the a%)
gur ements of ov rSﬁers nr)] He mﬁ}i oodnte time_nas come forte 8 e
ﬁ hqra be replace rou no will ge} The “temple sanctuary of Go that
sin of his own, O f'tmorec erson | eaven” has been opene toors(%
may resent |mse(J and mt e Inteyest gf  Ual vision ana Wwe see |tt
reaer th an oreefectrvee ortit covena 0r the s m IS presence
anda ?abet trans erthe ere 118 df:) IS Tel mng
Ft es an ﬁtrons rom de ess capa rlst as 0 sl\/lessen ero
e one to this better-qualified person. In % ecovenan scome -
ﬁ?h cases there Is no eP h% qarnst éhe 0 to thes |r|tua e Elle or -
oly spirit mvoIve an t S 10 h ment roceed vsr
racg rreﬁ]ro ut%/v |ot e one who grese ce at t e the ap ste 0 n
d? y sgecalt}!s%ursr heladlv ?nde eSIﬁas ?[trt] rsrlea\nri Iné osssla%rv rhrst wglﬂgg
as %verseer He 15 put mg Hn% Lm a (he |rth 0 (gog Xt om.In tbe h?_aves
rpa ear 1914 we are. |

serioys way toward the spirit that

o with hie apporntmentpto overseers?rrﬁa t// hat Jo N SaW cartlet hl forwaré
Unless he strenuously recovers himself, he B Ision OOUFOW” Gay, S% 9V|\ff0
will not only lose his privileged office but lﬂnS Ilr tlorrr Cnltre tchn erntre erls
be on the Way to eternal death. His sin eard &SIV

will become of an unforgivable type, over IKE that of  tr pet,
which he cannot repentgHrs drsgr%ce will égaévré”ett?)rt‘ssﬁhm E{)Rdsst?sm ri? to‘vt\he see

a
become great. !
Z1n tﬂe sPrrrt of Jehovah an overseer g?mﬂﬂh Q Hra 3 atrra ﬁnyJ
should use his_office to garn life, for him- j]oh meﬁ {0 See

self and for God’s flock over which the ﬁe 'Saw se en §ps an(s, a\t)
holysnrrrt has placed him, thus vindicating em dst 0 the am an S me ne

or justifying his ag ointment. He will see E man n hrlr% 5'

thet BVI% om anrtj ft | the joy of tcarr |tng a Sev eaht& . raré .

out Peter’s words to OVerseers, a eLer

5:1-4.*Do not be grieving God’s holy spir- %}e SEea e(: Ta ¢ h(;msel norévn haf
n wha motr e. live, .and, w

gg 3@{ nﬁss esosnﬂ ﬂvers ers totd Bou? Ig&gpsevevrrthﬂa gc i W dt%oh aﬁrergt rr]v rg t|n vision dto rr)]YJt

27018 fnatend W | &n"Overseer use his office? oday Srddth! o i 07d 0. and wha

g Seve a pstan S



Januar y 15, 1958 fEeWATCHTOWER. 49
Ete resurrected %Ionfred Jesv)s Christ. not of |stt]<ernegdom heirs yet remarnrng on

mentjanin nna telling eart S now associated a
own thrn sga out %msetg T enyhe toqg rowﬁ 8 ot er the whom the ﬂ]ﬁt
e own ng ous g esusC rrst 8§ eer% ather q
an th t| at arehan th nst since fhe summer o %rea
tae te%tertese As o esa crowd” was prctured at Revel atron7 17
Cred secrto fhe seven stars %N JBut what Is |tth e 5gon led Jesus
nmy rrg(h nd, and of the se en %s In_Nis rig htI Bven “stars,
m s eseven Stars meag ese have a r%atronshrn to the seven
eange t & Seven congregations lampstands. As the seven Tam stan S pIC-
the. seven lampstan smean seVen congre-  ture the seven cangre athonso the anoint-
8atrons ReV. 1:19, 20) These cong ga- e remnandt Ingdo] ? e seven
wct re_the entire con reﬁatr n-on stars stand for th n]%es of the seven
8 oday 0 She Sp htbego anoint- co[tgre Hons Who, then, are h e an-
IAoweso E rst, a “]nt heirs g 50 tesven con ons nseen

e

ort ?

rega
Im of the om of the hea ens Iritu eav%1
n the eveIatron tﬂ mrse(? n}eeq sus hrrs Whenqt

0
em are mcorrg trE Ptg/ an c0 es |n the glo nis heave v
om the Secon rown f ruler- ﬁg taII are not to Unae
ﬁ] nd authority over the (Jn(atrons to stand t at eart congre ation o[
ash them to |ecest rmae 0 qu he anointe remnant as It nan
[tion |n th eavenytempe and in *n heaven who, shines 9own upan It.
ﬁ eruaer}n and”a seat W Jesus v(vere that the case, esusu In he ven
Christ on his heavenly throne ev 2, could give Nis messages directly to_t

1? le égVEZFGtEEﬂ{?S?andglél&i 28%& ﬁp Cgﬂ%rerr%n '[?Sse\]\é%rsls(())g%ﬁga“(?vt%e agacsh
Father

_<3

fion 0 mem fo write to each ar
% to whom t [)OU'[ Its condrtrgn John on

eav con re na
giving the kingdom. —Luke not wrrte to uns en prrtan
srn eaven. How wo now
d in th Ich one was the star whrch co
gﬂatron ow wiuld e deliver or sen

approved 0
~ As the pumber seven. is u

Pr e os m olrfe what 1S mttr TF
?f even amﬁstan Pcure
ﬁ the conp e]%atro s of these g
eirs, or all” those Kin gom hetrs o IS reasonabl clear, the]refgre that
earth wh oare vrewe a u&%ne |n| % aql seven st rs Jesus rrlh ict ure
con regﬂ_l vvrt Jesu rrst as t |r the entire yor complete number of
ad. swa kquv eml overseers of the entire nﬁreﬂat dpn xet
ﬂ e sevn can es nea tho the emnanto Ki o
0w todaX IS |nvrsr resen Wlt errs Ea star plctvres the ove-
entire congregation on th an wa mg sero grou oversee %p aced mg arge
among them, msPectrn% them and express- o eac congregation of the anointe

ing his judgment. With this congregation %What dogs Jesss have i his right hand, what g
IdSY\ltaat toda uld alt< wakr |n the ; piric-creatures

beerthea 3% enegm\ﬁt ?tsr § smbo amt?’ Weceep vﬁ{ hr‘hgﬁ% thertgs SeXS”hft?“ 'ahtttr%th

taands since 1 t

essage from Jesus to each star and to
Pto Der one:

N CtU , an y cou
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nant. No artrcular rson of such and e urIIt nt/ng Solomon there Were ten
suchﬁna e %grct In the case of any Qo e a Hpstans flve on the north s§d
ecause t rvrdualr the osrtroﬁ N é

t 2e éﬂ L{x 25:31-40): 26:

OVEerseer may e In the c urse 0 % ron, 4:7,20: TKi. .7:49)

trmeb reasono or other crrcum }/ Colr pstan or cor] ation f
overseer of va- anointe

e
Sar?tc ut act a some In vrdua (Ve Its humtoselrsa(r)ne ﬂ O%tm muﬁt
ﬁ Jg Iks In ﬂd

Who meets t urre ents IS éprc ure snine: ap sus Christ P

Xeac star stars, pictu Rrrrt mrdst of the seven s¥ érmPstands
anainte overseers ho, I errco F will, as High Priest wi houtnee Pr
gatr S, are rromt errs of the -heaven on earth see to It that these congregations

om, With Jesus. as first ome os Ing,

eh% %fter the Igﬂht th erd esug star m the skr shing shr her than
rist ega ﬂatherrg d ter sheeﬁ does ear} Inli em%rmer
tlhsomeo ese, accor m t0 the nee at% eo Ice of QVerseer in charge

Lo ol S e o
sIav% cass It was ation. He shou eﬂ?‘to tt%andm ke

|rsrt| theNy ,'] greg
| May % ISSH o atchtower nIe ting the I £ 0000 NEWS
B% e 130), that t oIIowmg notice was o 00's 9 om. S the "memners
plibished: ™ the, %?atron and to the ® ter
Servant - Pclamatron shee " thos d}; at ered n ori

of the‘km idom mes e Is Portant ef 10 be gathere flock”
now. | t!r ﬁ teanomte 0 vote th the anointed re nant J n1016
St0 W os gmdo servant but OUrse, in a general sense, a members
BWErS rawers o water te ongre %on mus § In wrtrs rrrt-
Josh. 9. 12 ma serve, (Deut. 1 gt eav dB ame es and
5 20:11 WF efre are none m t |nnoc nt, children o Go without
chusy talE i e ) Sy il
adalr)sw F @ll A" vtort t‘Pﬁht %9163

tPreand zeaal eIett el onaj%% %ve? e abili-  [Jlum nat IS m t

O

ace cr tC% emm d
servrce committe 91( og t Wor God an elﬁro sled to
ortu% t0 serve. Tjoe ) shou@n t ane o| %as
E eau[s ?]omeo the com(oan ave htnes rr ament an t X
S =g s b o rrtrtnrsrtr D
floﬁ Wrse é\r)

C

JA lampstana strIIe with oil and lit Tfue to tﬁat
ol el S (R
sl el T et A O
in the wi inai
stand stationed_in the first compartmeﬁt garm vereers st be >2lamp|93 ?“9%
or in the Holy. But in the Holy of the tem-  06arlng.

sho norse lreasta Co) ad
2 vt v v o 5 st b o 0 SIBYER R T HOAF s S AR

CTD__.(D



INn tHe

O THIF'_] angel of the con regatrﬁn
esu Write: e the
thing s that esaswho ho s e seven
stars i his rig t hand, he who walks in
the midst of the seven golden lampstands.”
f(Rev 2:1) In obedience to this Command
rom the ‘glorified Christ, John doubtless
did write t0 the overseer or group of over-
seers over the congre%atron in Ephesus. In
John’s day some of these older men ma
have met the apostle Paul years beforé,
when he said these words of farewell: “Pay
attention to yourselves and,to all the flock
among which the holy sprrrt has appointed
You overseers to shepher teconﬂreﬁqa
jon of God, which he_purchased wi
blood of his own [Son],.I know that after
my going away oppressrve onves will en-
ter in amonr%; g/ou and will not treat the
rockwrth terd ness and from among you
ourselves men will Tise and speak twisted
hings to draw away the disciples after
themselves. Therefore keep awake.” (Acts
20:28-31) John was now on the penal Is-
Iand of atmos, not so far from Ephesus,
he would see that the overseers in
Ephesus as well as the overseers of the
her named con re%atrons in Asia Minor,
would, get the ertird Revelation with its
specific” message to each congregation.

st R o SR
some 0 rts overseers have eard rre

write
may

y {r‘: trme52 L'o%vr'sseeer's” teif)f%z ?gahte

hrs opening words.of address Jesus

Chrrs r de th thhesran OVErSeers,

as well ast seo t ﬁhercngn a

tros tﬂat t wer IS rrﬂ a

Kv oWer an control ahd with| n
vor rot ctron o %gedwr

Spl[lt ano n e

Eﬂatlonasreo In ?trrst
yurded a d use

heoﬂgct)norre% troH % Jehovah’s W esseg at
the coast of the A egeanbaca<

hﬂaﬁ e cnion e coneglon

QV SEEIS, ove cangre-

haarée regtrnde
etiere |s

ms |t To a

e true in a congregation or In conare
tlons o rh Chﬁstr(%h WItnesses o?g ﬁo
vah toda in pAthe Seven

conqre roh?encr%ne trons i nor we
y E ﬁd fterené conrtrtrons [J

used to picture the

taining here an é e %vamon the

?onr atron? ock: It 1S t ere
ore” proper for the con?re?atron “stars,”
the anointed overseers of alf the con%reﬁ;

tions, to be natified of the conditions that
correspond with those foreshadowed In
Christ’s messages to the seven congrega-

Be¥ his 0 enrn rds, , what qrd Jes S rmmd Ohe
ia overaend of- e ke 16da a e condi
oI the congrega ons bat here Efrc ure?
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[rons in Asia Minor, TheZSmust then]fol

owC rrstsLnstructrons his right-hand
men,. In wor Anl%to corf roper
conditions an Irp% the 5 10
OVErco eo onque is old world now

In |és
aé the |f sEntc speﬁrfrc message
from Christ t rouo n teconrrrre a-
tion “star’ woo the mes?a[ge
con regairor\ or whose benefit’ it was
wr en ike manner _today, overseers
?regatrons read off co munrcatrons
t(% t (?

meﬂspectrveo\c/gn rego |ons afs
art fuI and Qrsol9 (iags

eet slave’
THE LAMPSTAND IN EPHESUS

4L|e the con
tion o anclent

on re atrons to y
ee S an

work and a recqrd o

durance to the H cre

8%? ?hr men, a/t‘é f[r)fr men who cIarrn]

mvgpoéeg es or zhp sto |c succe??grs /
? 5 hetn to he ?Pars In t e|r

tres an
ctj |(rn%eaT3E r¥ Have gone bac# éo the aPnOSs

uttin usan%ar yfsrﬁ 0rIn eht
i, fuoat Rt

elivere
ones.” (J

1%%13 e up or t Ier sakﬁ XF
n rt%ave Peft the ove t Vre

at 1t yse R the Ingrezsing o
BSSNess rrsten Ol”ﬂ as | err ov
orown co as t ve Deen a |enate
0 Some attraction q thrs materialistic 0
world? Have they tired of showing affec-
tion for Christ, which calls for feeding his
e, it '%r P SRR an* Wi

tha?h{e m sage d

ha

rrsts

ations i Tegar

i aetr% Sy o by

Brooklyn, N.Y.

sheep and hav ot mental attrtude that
& ? |s‘] olﬁs It aga |nst
3/ ave Je eat z

{t
VIde ess% thﬁee e?/ ac%7
h hey Were an re over wha

e5y ost

It is the responsrbrlr ty of the o erseer

o atron “star,” 10 |ht ew
hst hom Christ hol

taf<e Igtss s0 tot eI|r uIrStrn tY?e rssh(t rs

9rnafqove herr t)ove 0 8?rrrsts sheeg

tr)v QVerseers to oout nd try t
ring ba those sta(m % rom. eet-
mgs or ecomrh reless, They wi

ounteractt anﬂer that Je ﬂ‘ -
oI ecauseo the Ificreasin ess

1e_Fotrquove%,fthe rera]ernurar] er%atc%%
0ser ot one’s first fove ¢ n% atna mem-
er of the con eaHono trsftﬂr

({iat one has fallep

hc?ﬁt Oarﬁ t(t) reen gorrow nge one’s
nét’ a8 %et back to nr[r hg?ormer
eds. Otherwise one wil Pe acting as
to a am stan namey ettrn oes
teS ||rgee stan grrseen
shou dr\teta hrss row Ioveess an
fall away and cease to shrne Christ would
in effect, remove his lampstand. He would
be as a star without a lampstand or con-
Iqregatron So he must see to It that the
ampstand congre?atron shines and lights
up its part of the field, which is the world.
6In hrs farewel to the Ephesian over-
Seers au warned that sects would be
orme apostate teachers who would
aw awa disciples after. them-
se ves Like the Ephesian congregation, the

ha% Oulaeqa]reds térr%%% w(h(o) %\5 0st thﬁ I t]rst love,
M{ thﬁ\t eﬂqthesgu\é congre ation

V@?o aOu an%?/er%e)e; an

grega o K2 n?r byhata
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over eer and the congrre(?atrfon should kee m%yrave ebace Ln theworl]agouwillhavg

err me se rraars atl eeru e conquere
Eﬁe the dee s 0 the Seﬁea colaus,” ne wor?dq 53 y

eca% Less hrrﬂ the one %n
él also hates sectanamsm,te THE LAMPSTAND IN SMYRNA
ollowing 0 thrs or that man on earth. 9There are t?day thos gwho are Irkehthe
\Q/e wgo are associated with a amrI)- con regatrono ancient myrna ese
tan under an overseer “star’ d an éncouragin messa rven rouﬁg

N0
e our ears attuned to he rwhattLh e 0Verse that Is S0
ePtol% satyﬁ/ ste [<eno fpherr orrstn tieyare ot
Ttera ce ms e S: alefrra |stclrket %vYorI errmanner

ar es

eteone ho as nearhear hat the Ife 1S ree of the love 0 e%

Brrrtsasto econgregttrons tesve“ ar contentwrt ematerra mgs
Hre tions of A at picture ﬁ Christ knows the are

simar conﬁregatbons tof aZp Even Jesus terra On eparth he trﬁl as

n heaven speaks rit or active aste rich spiritually .an he Ire Ise
}orcg that It IS rga HGodtnat 1S Spe nows dr at t r\raare spﬁrrtuaq ric \fffi)
ut3h 3 0 Itate 't %o alse

esus. Thu lyes more ?
orr5 ty to &ogss(fr\r/t than to hi cIa to begews butwho(Elasp emewen/

in
Iﬁ 3.8 {0 warn us against sin &rn(? the ma IH%SUC a claim, fort ey are YZFSIEUG

ar“a AT R e

nss IrItsan oo eaveue e not é% atron ast r no 08 Was
e%g138 et R 1oz HiY ected anrf ed Cahrrstt e Mes

8Those who havef llen away in certain y are a ’Yna 0 ue of Satan.

are materialisfl 0 a er the

sttt mgrgfaragovgr unjsgrrrtua K

!] act, a mem ers(? f ) grre(gm lon hristians i et e SyJna con rega
ve 10 gre% eal of overc g on QDOtCOP tose Oft na 0§C
)fms prove themselves CQH]%UGror atan” Jn thelr’ materialism, t er

o]ut ; ené%utpaere '§ ao{]ewaarréj 0 on%{)m %ﬂeltgadg I%stalmslgenald Ooftomoﬁe tmes

ﬁ;/er %atanswo ?3 with romc|selJ nd th eectron o?nne estah Hed

g] }gatgl P%LUGYS | Wllt]?] gr nt th?glélse gg%gi:r%re\(}rs O$n\]ev\\IIVSOafFO\%V (i\X?ImPtO ﬁ

are not the trug,. spiritu

onp eVrF 31 coéé éeP tner e%Pmﬁ“ Itate tprose Fa}rﬁﬁess naturazl'l f S anq
tha %v | wrt 0d_or not arnrna L}’6130 are 1 (;Xﬂagﬂgueo ata.
o ”W?tr) i hyiere gl The SOTELR L gre HSRIETAL:
0SS at fact we need not be

istu ed. gard Aesu 9[ Yrvavesr these 0 m/ hova gag tn ear and uBn % his
things to you that ymeans of me you that hsn LA R
@rh\/\{ YhShoﬁerjrth%tO%oy h%?%o rreearsl attnned to hear ] |sp tians ogda ate the Sg N
gregatron memrb%rs and hyer ur& oo 51 etrglsesrﬁ?e %regatro S0 W0 Ry at ot rega ilroneoveS bt &Yeoi
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hw name, To transmit these words from THE LAMPSTAND IN PERGAMUM
ist.a arnstmaterrahsma st?{ or con- Anﬁrent Perqamum Wasa city sacred
9 gtro overseercann tgrmse beama f0 ﬁat en, fa rfer[qsrous cIt H anrsm

erialist S(h settin example con- To e chie ame ?

trary to rrst ors Iter, rt a] a tem ewrt altr Ift
]1 ﬁ le to take annlge ver thrpgwrtet 1gh.. This ancr t capl ta of t (e -
him into t rav? a materialist 15 arraid vrn eof ecame a noted cen-
0 die or r| ciple. H cannot} e “ Worsr of oman emperor an
IS goods for falf ?rot er an cu In the F%)mlan

1Q Chrrst of Its exr tem e Was

n of
?r:r”’gr% (?Wln ﬂr oot ep? PQ 1S t0 Per()r aesar

Irm an ﬁast %oage Iovas nrve ? gamum acrgvm ustus,” The |tywas
ereignty: he was no aterr1 %ﬁ fhjfrahe(f or rts?rde%ﬁeyto Rome, Iheca
?er mpt mse?and Iay asrge an aesars Arf%sal {0 Join mtﬁ]
Hrs eaven mﬁ]olp ¥re ould not b ea¥erse Feagdanowoonrgsrnjgat%aesart gretm teor%g]{r

ﬁ[ Inhl(‘hns Hes%ree |n S é eagn aeerra vera sovere B/ ? h
ot eafraid of t esu?f rin st(hat 1S 38 suc ractrcec%(; evilw shr here

[]QWEI’S areheoun {0 SU? IS, WOr ﬂ]a%n tn}lé/éli]e g Wlet I&ﬁ% edgl ernj;en:herna

tant e DevrI Has eeS ecra[I[y nOWth%aven and the wors 80 Ja\n OWer 0

? mak ea Fé gont e faithful remnant — men, it was noltp ﬂh reason that

e o] i 0 f Wago U acr;re i heg‘?‘vtv'ﬁgré”rnte%f” of S s’

rmnant an therr mpgn%% gort BToday with, natronahsm ber soram

The words us to.the, Smyna con ant leh images and sym
ga ona (;h rlorethmel}/ XJ ahsm m%regte ss%red aRIr? rrm
Hearar that urrof%ata o !) aeot nited }

t e things we haye to suffer re t en en] n‘ed Pl %rergxtg Patronso this
rrs nmen “tripulat] nten or wor with I g atan, t
vro e himse De now come down toe rt sresrdentsf
came to gnarnb Go sa |n% Rreat anger, the remnant 0
erar]q can die dp gr ﬁ] hejn Jehovah 0 pgere tion an thercomﬁan

the. ﬁecon eér 51 ons afe n&m dwel rng ere
BOW 'in heaven r} m&art mj? atan% rone IS; hrist praise. us %oo
ut the, crown of Jite to fis faithiul fol ow roug the an?%l the congre atron or
er]se a|é<ee g‘vrnt eI ﬁ?norta?rtenaers Qr ourf tdhrn fﬁs IS name andK denying
our faith m him as Savior and King, even

fovrrersw 0 ¢ong erthrsd omel 0”th) though thousands of our Chrrstrangbroth
Pre seeergrﬁg dﬁeatlr?nPF?eeu §y0ﬂ }j\ y Brs ave been martyre like Antrpas
o congregation QUerseer Sl bea wod %T%rﬁe fist ¢l ﬁ,”edybw“gﬁsﬁs,gee W%'épe
conqueroras a right example. eﬂ/ i yz’ ot
vrrash n egation ergamunn Sald to oe

%r&a} ersacr(r)(rj]naeCthonr‘r\)NrF fis?J(% (r) 8t mv§ wr |esr qug WIS weIr ere
Pj tc{(;rtb?ofr’mhrsdc(()anqﬁre"r]crnﬁg’ﬁ IIowers aoes te gr e [98 a congregatrdn q ﬂ% at
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Satan If dwglhng ? 1 he can do so, then eyone %urlt6y of such} thin ? needs
ke the congregation In Pergamum tor 6 ent without delay, ?or
trs respect. s |s oming to execyte divine
14-|ow ver, we must never forget th rej ment In outh”he has the Power

ﬁre those who are %%er to do Us S rrtua esecond deat or any w 8 et th
arm ence etern Woa ese seves be overcome by this World. We mus
Rer lous persons i HB be care tu Hot {0 cause he eﬁecutrona
eac rs he sect 0 rcoau% erraI swor Frrstsmouth {0, frg agginst
|st|c alaa trredt turn. nis office of us éwoudmean our certain death ™" sec-
mtoa usiness for akrn%mat rl- Ictured by Ge enna AS sfars
arm ven af t e cos of cursi % % un er h(m rse IS 0T conqr eﬁ;atro]ns

va ation, | rae ova sh uld ’7 agreement Wit

urn 1S Hrten (itcursernéoa i< %) sAng ovenant, t g
ﬂ ﬁlsrae F o verseer who is_now at . the tem le Tor

g/mq)o zeg%(y Krné) fak He[]trrelr/tof mg hUd?”hegTre eé)(heedm\%rghtbat Corrst eto
ael mto 1dol w demon \rvorslhlo seI conri 31 érst tt e 1o co
Cean (t) IOErlr% Eb W T O res %u%(st se r/r/r(trspeakrn E i hrhsr he% a
? ti'7 t% aaﬂ t“Seo”t rs oB no(r ward, rn orr% tthrlgy ﬁ(h Fsteav
ov ht se N tthe whoe gg(qr tions uo i

t| no Israe h seW re(]ded {0 het F]] ﬁe/ﬁ b, |cturea % Incorr p ible

machrnatrons of e gain-greedy prop and g Whie T mesori
aaam a new name yifen of it, W |c on

D A

f
ﬂﬁr e i R
THE LAMPSTAND IN THYATIRA
e ”g]goirags rE%%tee% chtl;“é:taant gor Ingzs y T7Conditions like those that existed with

overseer of ooy S ad 1& fie e diden Th?f‘t"a congreggtion, must

receive attention by t seer,
aropbrn the march to the o% whose concern these come to be 8hrrs
es

ould not try to obstruct or pe Who sees as with eyes like a rertt; ame
any obstrution 0 ourn(] %c sucFess[u Iy and who walks as with uncorrupti e

to our estr ation beyona t R ? durrng feet like fine coR per, saw that te

e must examine ImSﬁl con- Thyatira congregation had an increase of

st 513’ that e Goes ot comm grelalize s ol ks 10 its credit. But we must not think

E %]srstelco I%S'“O b s Jesponioe and tyf- that just s0 a person makes a fing, showy

anﬁ tratrng o o worshi % el record n the physical work of God’s of-

anization and time spent in It he can be
the creeping In of religious sects. gareless about his morals. The fact that

ag the Balaam whose tchr some, in th
i Haw{;ega%; e A A i MOR O
Pt Ay e e S MR e Tt o s
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annat do.so needed to. be pointed out  wjll keep free from congregational respon
% % atrrac ngregation; p|t needs 1o fb'“w 8 é conditi ns,g side It. pThe
oe ornte out o eave srn must of be eta ong
ehel the day hter of the pa an 10 corruBt at astw t goo we ave et
in otzf don %gr enin |t|eaI Chrstavrses fast what Oyou have
a e o

euse oi( ron O[ne Thatwrllrequrrec nquering

dp o sdamaetote Ing- ewor
om o srae ﬁee] woman ofa  DHe who on earth con uera this world
rouR en with charac errstrhcs lke b resrstrnﬂ ts.lusts, its ungo I|y aims, Its
uee ezeesha got Into the vla rt ehods and Its ractrcgs wil iven
ongregatron But t conrlrregatron %ave{r ﬁut ort ovef enatron i
Its “star” overseer d not acted tr% over- n their arthly career faihful LP/
POVH roo this woman in Iuenf vv CONquerors In |m|tat|0n 0 J

alse c fase W? |8 and rell- will be resurr te [ﬁ’ ower
ousan J) src immorality. Chrjst eaven andw 0In him when esmas es
econ Og lon time to actre ar In e teene ynatro 510 recesfrn; omrnP
matter thu ave he “woman erb ezit od t
class time to re ut ?rncef yatr- 9 t] eaconﬁrlugstovert
ra con regatt eareeSf fo erat1 fhe vv |g another Wﬁv It Wi victor
Peratr ns” o thrsH fcrrstrar(] or God’s. new world. Now the Christia

In amonq rist |mseI warnﬁ congre aH IS given the symbolic stars,
0 teaﬁtron ewaf S%OIV\? f0 t ﬁ the Tal over eer?] But thien In the res-
toward this unrern ant ? hat? urrectiq ti even the congrega:

It with great tribUlation, lven “the morntn% tar,”

tI C re aglons t att?] n?r qrtaﬁeto vvrr]ehwI C rrst the BridBgroom.
ﬂtat the 51 VErseer to erlatesgno such —Rev. 218 %9 221 ’

unre entant Class. 2 Therefore let w Women see their proper
gvers er of g con reﬁatron dares position in the co re atr n. g)n ro er oc
t yiel J e Jeze ﬁl téac mp ang |n- asrons et them ea

7 Those w spirtual asigno SH mrssrnn asﬁﬁ' no not tr %e%

e

0CQ

vﬁrca fornication thﬂ ercnnot urf egosrtrono man, Wh
esca er XESO VE[- asa tar” overseer qr asamrnrsterra
seerbut are In for
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In a statement quoted in Treasury of the Christian World Harold T. Barrow
speaks of the many people who regard the Bible as old-fashioned. “They imagine
it is finished, out-of-date, superseded,” he writes. “The remarkable thing is that
the Dictators of the world, whether in Germany, Italy or Japan, have not shared
this view. Indeed they have dreaded all Bible teaching because they came to realize
that the message and influence and precepts of the Word of God were in direct
opposition to their program! Even the atheist and agnostic have to admit the
ethical value of the Bible while they may deny the God it proclaims. A company
of infidels, including Voltaire, were discussing their theories around the table one
day when Voltaire said suddenly, ‘Hush, gentlemen—till the servants are gone.
If they believed as we do, none of our lives would be safe!”” And in the camp of
Bible-discarding dictators, whose life has ever been safe?

nilEHS PLEASE nOTICE

The Department of Justice has once again announced that January is Alien
Address Report month. We would like to remind our many readers who are not
citizens that the law requires them to report their addresses during the month of
January. The Immigration and Naturalization Service has provided a very simple

method for all aliens to comply with the law. All an alien has to do is go to any

post office or immigration office where he will obtain an address report card. The

form number is 1-53. You fill this card out, sign your name and the date and leave

it with the clerk. That's really all there is to it and by so doing you will have
complied with the law. Our readers who are citizens can help their government by
reminding their friends and relatives who are aliens to report their addresses.
Remember, January is the time, your local immigration or post office the place.



< In Matthew 19:23, 24 Jesus said to his dis-
ciples: “Truly | say to you that it will be a
difficult thing for a rich man to get into the
kingdom of the heavens. Again | say to you,
It is easier for a camel to get through a
needle’s eye than for a rich man to get into
the kingdom of God.” Is this proved to be a
poor translation in the light of the short ar-
ticle that appeared in The American Mercury
magazine, entitled “The Way of the Transla-
or,” which article reads as follows:

“It is easier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter
into the kingdom of God. This scriptural saying
has been repeated millions of times, but it is a
mistranslation from the original Greek. The
idea of a camel going through the eye of a
needle was striking. The Greek original of the
Gospel, however, merely spoke of the difficulty
a rope would have in passing through the eye
of a needle. The Greek equivalent of ‘rope’ is
ka'milos but another Greek word, ka'melos,
means camel. The man who translated the Gos-
pel into Latin confounded the two words—and
from the Latin translation his mistake has
passed into all the other languages of the
world.”

This article is doubtless based upon the
translation made by George M. Lamsa, en-
titled “The New Testament According to the
Eastern Text Translated from Original Ara-
maic Sources,” published in 1940. In Matthew
19:24 his translation reads: “Again | say to
you, It is easier for a rope to go through the
eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter
into the kingdom of God.” There is a footnote
on the word “rope,” which reads: “The Ara-
maic word gamla means rope and camel.” In
the choice between rope and camel Lamsa
chooses the meaning “rope.” However, there
are other translations into English from the
Syriac language, which is closely related to
Aramaic. How do these render Matthew 19:24?
The translation by Charles Cutler Torrey, en-
titled “The Four Gospels,” of 1933, reads:
“Again | say, It is easier for a camel to go

62

through the eye of a needle than for a rich
man to enter the kingdom of God.”

The translation by Dr. James Murdock, en-
titled “The New Testament—A Literal Trans-
lation from the Syriac Peshitto Version,” of
1893, reads: “And again, | say to you: It is
easier for a camel to enter the aperture of a
needle, than for a rich man to enter the king-
dom of God.”

Thus we have two modern translations that
prefer the meaning “camel” to the meaning
“rope.” The article in The American Mercury
would have us understand that there was a
confusion between the Greek words ka'milos
and ka'melos. So we turn to a Greek-English
Lexicon by Liddell and Scott, the new edition
by H. S. Jones and Roderick McKenzie of the
year 1948. We consult it under the Greek word
ka'milos. It defines ka'milos as rope, but it
makes this comment, that the word ka'milos
was “perhaps coined as an emendation of the
phrase, Tt is easier for a camel to go through
the eye of a needle than for a rich man to
enter into the kingdom of God.'—Matthew
19:24”

The oldest Greek manuscripts that we have
of the Gospel of Matthew are the Sinaitic man-
uscript, the Vatican manuscript No. 1209 and
the Alexandrine manuscript. These three man-
uscripts all have the Greek word ka'melos,
meaning “camel,” not ka'milos, meaning
“rope.” The apostle Matthew is understood to
have written his account of the life of Jesus
first in the Hebrew or the Aramaic, and then
to have made his own translation of his ac-
count into the Greek. He knew, therefore, ex-
actly what Jesus said and meant, and hence
he knew the proper Greek word to use in this
verse. He used the word ka'melos, as shown
by the oldest of the Greek manuscripts that
we have extant today.

There is good reason, therefore, for believing
that the rendering in the New World Transla-
tion is the correct one. It is not easy for a
camel with its long legs, its humped back and
its long neck to go through the eye of a literal
needle. People would scoff at the idea of a
camel’s trying to do so. Impossible! they would
say. So by the use of this extravagant illus-
tration Jesus was teaching us a lesson against
materialism, warning us of its dangers. He was
saying that just as it was not possible for a
literal camel to go through the eye of a literal
needle, it was even less possible for a rich man
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to enter into the kingdom of God, retaining
his riches.

= Why, after receiving from God the express
command to multiply and fill the earth, did
Adam and Eve refrain from carrying out this
procreation mandate while they were perfect
in the garden of Eden?

Asking this question concerning Adam and
Eve is like trying to meddle in the private af-
fairs of a Christian married couple today, and
asking why they have had no children as yet.
Jehovah God set no definite time for Adam and
Eve to begin having perfect children to fill the
earth. They being perfect, their intercourse to-
gether sexually would be for the purpose of
reproducing the human kind. Evidently there
was no intercourse between them for the be-
getting of children while they were in the gar-
den of Eden. Evidently there was no begetting
of a child before they were expelled from the
garden of Eden; otherwise their first son, bom
after their expulsion and named Cain, would
have been born perfect of his mother Eve, just
as Jesus was born perfect from his imperfect
mother Mary. Why? Because Cain would have
had the perfect Adam as his father.

Jehovah God did not drive Adam and Eve
out of the garden of Eden just because they
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did not promptly begin to have children, ac-
cording to the procreation mandate. The sin
for which they were expelled from Eden was
their partaking of the forbidden fruit of “the
tree of the knowledge of good and bad.” (Gen.
2:17) Their first act of intercourse that the
Bible records was after their expulsion from
Eden as sinners. Why they did not have in-
tercourse and produce children during their
stay in the garden of Eden is their own per-
sonal affair.

This proved to be very providential. It made
it possible for all the offspring of Adam and
Eve outside the garden of Eden to be redeemed
by the one human sacrifice of the Lord Jesus
Christ. It left no child or children born perfect
inside the garden of Eden who did not need
to be redeemed by Christ's sacrifice, and the
majority of mankind bom imperfect outside
the paradise of Eden who needed redemption
by Jesus Christ. All Adam's descendants being
begotten in sin outside the garden of Eden, all
were bom imperfect through inheritance from
the one man. All were made subject to death
through the one man Adam, and thus all those
who were disposed to salvation could be recov-
ered to everlasting life through the sacrifice of
the one man, Jesus Christ—Rom. 5:12; 1 Cor.
15:20-22.

SECOHDHAND PRAYER

¢ A man who once lived in Tibet's forbidden city of Lhasa wrote of his experiences
in the July, 1955, issue of The National Geographic Magazine. He mentioned the
Tibetans' use of prayer flags and wheels. At the homes of the well-to-do, prayer
wheels are huge. One Tibetan home, said the former Lhasa resident, had a mas-
sive eight-foot prayer drum; it was cranked day and night by men hired for the
job of praying for the wealthy householder. A short item in a Philadelphia news-
paper caused thinking persons to ponder that some professed Christians are not
much different from the Tibetan who hires others to “say” his prayers. Said The

Sunday Bulletin (June 26, 1955):

C. “A church in Scarsdale, N.Y.,

has been experimenting with an

innovation

which gives a strangely mechanical touch to the most intimate of religious expe-
riences. It is offering a morning and evening ‘prayer of the day' by telephone.
Anyone dialing SC 3-4567 hears a recorded one-minute prayer, much as he might
receive the weather report by dialing another number. The response has been

astounding.

Now the word has spread to other cities, and the New York

Telephone Company is dismayed to find that the flood of calls has swamped its

lines, and compels the installation of new equipment. ...

It seems hardly likely

that so many hundreds have been dialing SC 3-4567 just to hear a recorded voice.”
Like the pagan Tibetans many in Christendom practice secondhand prayer, sub-
stituting a mechanical device or a book for the human heart.
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February 23: Overseers in Apocalyptic Times,
ffl-25. Page 41.

March 2: Overseers in Apocalyptic Times,
1326-35, and Overseers in the Right Hand of
Christ, fll-11. Page 48.

March 9: Overseers in the Right Hand of
Christ, 12-39. Page 54.
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