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THE PURPOSE OF “THE WATCHTOWER?”

Literal towers in Bible times were elevated vantage points from which
watchmen could observe happenings, warn of danger, or announce good
news. Our magazine figuratively occupies such a vantage point, for it is
founded on the very pinnacle of wisdom, God's Word. That elevates it
above racial, national and political propagandas and prejudices, frees it from
selfish bias. It is not bound by any traditional creed, but its message advanc-
es as the light on God’s purposes and works increases. — Habakkuk 2:1-3.

It sees things Scripturally. When it observes this generation afflicted
with greed, delinquency, hypocrisy, atheism, war, famine, pestilence, perplex-
ity and fear, and persecution of unpopular minorities, it does not parrot the
old fable about history repeating itself. Informed by Bible prophecy, it seesin
these things the sign of the world’s time of the end. But with bright hope it
also sees opening up for us just beyond these woes the portals of a new world.

Thus viewed, “The Watchtower” stands as a watchman atop a tower,
alert to what is going on, awake to note signs of danger, faithful to point out
the way of escape. It announces Jehovah's kingdom established by Christ’s
enthronement in heaven, feeds his kingdom joint-heirs with spiritual food,
cheers men of good will with glorious prospects of eternal life in a paradise

earth, comforts us with the resurrection promise for the dead.

It is not dogmatic, but has a confident ring in its voice, because it is based
on God's Word. It does not privately interpret prophecy, but calls attention
to physical facts, sets them alongside prophecy, and you see for yourself how
well the two match, how accurately Jehovah interprets his own prophecy.
In the interests of our salvation, it keeps sharp and faithful focus on Bible

truth, and views religious news generally.

‘Be watchful in these perilous times,* God admonishes. So keep on the

watch by regularly reading “The Watchtower”.
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Paraguay

HE inflammatory leaflets fluttered

down from the sky. A blizzard of
paper covered the area of priest Ascencio
Ayala’s church. The country folk in the vi-
cinity of the town of Ita curiously reached
for a leaflet. The leaflet-dropping airplane
flew off, having done its part in a recent
instance of religious persecution in Para-
guay.

Written by the parish priest, the leaflets
told readers: “Friday, March 1, 1957, at
5:30 p.m. in front of the church there will
be a great concentration of all Catholic
Christians from the city and districts. . . .
At 6:30 an overwhelming manifestation of
Catholics in repudiation of ‘Jehovah’s
(false) Witnesses.’ The Protestant heretics
have no right to have any assembly what-
ever in Ita.”

But long before these leaflets fluttered
down from the sky under priestly sponsor-
ing, Jehovah’s witnesses had made legal
arrangements for a Christian assembly in
Ita, a town about thirty-five miles from
Paraguay’'s capital, Asuncion. The local
congregation had desired the assembly for
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the benefit of the many persons
of good will in the town. So Je-
hovah’'s witnesses made request
for the use of the municipal
swimming pool area for the as-
sembly site. Ita city authorities
agreed to this, and police head-
quarters in Asuncion granted a
permit for the assembly. Every-
thing had been complied with
legally. Jehovah's witnesses had indeed a
right to assemble in Itd.

The witnesses began to arrive in Ita
from many localities for their assembly.
Word of the priest’'s spiteful action caused
the Christian group to set up their assem-
bly in the home of one of the witnesses,
which was being used as the local King-
dom Hall. The assembly began with a
meeting designed to increase their pro-
ficiency in preaching the good news of
God’'s kingdom.

Two blocks away a crowd of more than
a thousand persons had gathered in front
of the church. The priest came out to lead
the flock. The priest's discourse began as
a tirade; it turned into an inflammatory
speech to stir up the mob to commit vio-
lence against the assembled witnesses.

As the priest spoke the crowd grew more
agitated by the minute. At this moment
an off-duty second lieutenant of the Para-
guayan air force, Solano Gamarra, ap-
proached priest Ayala. Air force officer
Gamarra, realizing that the priest was di-
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recting things, tried to calm him down.
He also spoke to the priest's adjutants,
hoping thereby to prevent mob action. But
the air force officer’s counsel was not want-
ed. So furious was a fellow priest of Ayala
that he struck the lieutenant a blow and
gashed his lip. This priestly example in-
flamed the crowd. They surged forward,
grabbed the air force officer and beat him,
inflicting gaping wounds on his scalp. Tear-
ing off his shirt from his back, they hoisted
it on a pole to bum it. Shirtless Gamarra
fled for his life.

The crowd was now an unreasoning, sav-
age mob. Some shouted “;Abajo Jehovd!”
(Down with Jehovah!) Others shouted
“jMuera Jehovd!” (May Jehovah die!) The
frenzied mob surged toward the Kingdom
Hall assembly. The mob had swelled to
nearly 2,000. They came like wild animals
against sixty peace-abiding Christian wit-
nesses of Jehovah. As the mob surged
toward the hall light police protection melt-
ed. Inside the hall the program contin-
ued. During the meeting the mob outside
seethed, erupting continually with out-
bursts of uncouth speech. The Kingdom
Hall was now surrounded by a sea of tur-
bulent humanity. To prevent the mobsters
from breaking in the Christian ministers
barricaded the doors from the inside and
continued their meeting. They were learn-
ing the importance of considering each day
a text from the Bible—a Book entirely un-
known to the shouting, lurching, wild-eyed
crowd outside.

The mob made repeated attempts to
break into the hall. They failed. The mob
began to disperse into smaller groups, re-
maining for most of the night in the vicin-
ity, as if waiting for some unwary victim
to emerge. Finally the guards again took
their station in front of the doorway. They
would permit no one to leave, but they
would allow the mob to seek entry! What
a way to protect the dozens of women and
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children inside! The Christian witnesses of
Jehovah remained inside overnight.

By next morning the news had reached
Asuncion. The police there reaffirmed the
right of the witnesses to meet at the orig-
inally contracted swimming pool site, but
they stated that protection was up to the
comisario, a local police official. When the
witnesses approached this official, he stat-
ed that he was not equipped to handle the
situation. Later, he informed the witnesses
that the assembly had been suspended by
the Asuncion police headquarters and that
there was word that the mob planned to
return again that evening. The assembly
was then transferred to the Asuncion head-
quarters of Jehovah's witnesses. The con-
ventioners secured a chartered bus and left
the town singing happily, even as they
passed the Catholic church on their way
out.

This example of religious persecution
happened in a country that has a well-
framed constitution. It is an outstanding
document for those who wish to comply
with it and preserve tranquillity in the
country. It is to the credit of Paraguay
that in March, 1957, circulars were sent to
all the Civil Delegates in each of the coun-
try’s sixteen departamentos (somewhat
similar to states). The circulars carried
the mandate that the Civil Delegates keep
the peace and preserve the rights of the
non-Catholic minorities within their zones.

Priest Ayala had accused the Christian
ministers of Jehovah as being “false” wit-
nesses. But was his action in agitating a
crowd proof that he was a true witness?
Do true witnesses of Jehovah stir up maobs,
or do they preach the Bible? Were any of
that priest-inspired mob truly witnesses of
Jehovah when they shouted “Down with
Jehovah!”? Who showed themselves as be-
ing witnesses for Jehovah by peacefully
congregating to consider God’s Word? This
the reader may easily judge.



HAT is ordination through baptism?

Who practice it? Is it something
novel, something new? How were early
Christians ordained? What does it mean
to be ordained? Is baptism which results
in ordination a valid ceremony? These are
vital questions for every Christian. Oddly
enough, few professed Christians are able
to give clear, explicit answers. There is no
reason for vagueness when secular history
and the Bible have much to say about or-
dination and baptism.

An understanding of the words “ordain”
and “ordination” is both interesting and en-
lightening. Toordain means “to
by appointment,” 1 “to appoint or estab-
lish.” 2 Ordination, says The Encyclopedia
Americana, is “the ceremony by which
priests, deacons, subdeacons, candidates
for the minor orders and ministers of any
denomination are admitted to their specific
office in the church.” 3

Does ordination require a special cere-
mony? Giving us a fuller insight into or-
dination, McClintock and Strong's Cyclo-
paedia says it is “the ceremony by which
an individual is set apart to an order or
office of the Christian ministry. ... In a
broader, and in fact its only important
sense, . . . the appointment or designation
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Some persons view ordination resulting
from baptism as strange and new. Be-
ing accustomed to elaborate ceremonies,
many of them overlook Scriptural and
historical facts about ordination and
baptism. These facts follow.

of a person to a ministerial office,

whether with or without attend-

ant ceremonies. The term ordi-

nation is derived directly from

the Latin ordinatio, signifying,

with reference to things or af-

fairs, a setting in order, an estab-

lishment, an edict, and with ref-

erence to men, an appointment

to office. ... A scriptural inves-

tigation of this subject can hardly fail to

impress any ingenuous mind with the great

significance of the fact that neither the

Lord Jesus Christ nor any of his disciples

gave specific commands or declarations in
reference to ordination.” 4

Two things readily become apparent

about ordination: (1) An ordained minis-

ter, in the broad sense, is an appointed

minister, and (2) his ordination is not con-

fined to any particular kind of ceremony.

EARLY CHRISTIANS ALL ORDAINED MINISTERS

Scholars who have studied the early his-
eotgbbisiChristianity are impressed by this
singular fact: All early Christians were
considered ordained ministers if they had
undergone the rite of water baptism. All
baptized believers, historians show, were
authorized to preach God’'s Word; and bap-
tism was the sole initiatory rite.

Those who had not been baptized among
the early Christians were treated as learn-
ers; hence they were in a position different
from the baptized believers. The work Ec-
clesiastical History tells us: “There reigned
among the members of the Christian
church, however distinguished they were
by worldly rank and titles, not only an
amiable harmony, but also a perfect equal-
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ity. . . . Whoever acknowledged Christ as
the Saviour of mankind, and made a sol-
emn profession of this confidence in him,
was immediately baptized and received in-
to the church. But in process of time, it
was thought prudent and necessary to di-
vide Christians into two orders, distin-
guished by the names of believers and
catechumens. The former were those who
had been solemnly admitted into the church
by baptism, and, in consequence thereof,
were instructed in all the mysteries of
religion.” 5

So we see, then, that among the early
Christians believers were received into the
organization after a period of training and
education in God’'s Word. During this pe-
riod the catechumens were students or per-
sons of good will, and after their baptism
each was regarded as an ordained minister
of God’s Word.

WHO DOES THE ORDAINING?

We speak of ordination through bap-
tism, but who does the ordaining? Many
religious groups today, such as the Society
of Friends, Disciples of Christ, Plymouth
Brethren and Jehovah’s witnesses, do not
recognize any human right of ordination.
They recognize the ordination as coming
only from Almighty God Jehovah.

Christ Jesus himself was not ordained
by the clergy and religious system of his
day. No man ordained the Lord Jesus.
True, John the Baptist baptized Jesus, but
that does not mean that John ordained Je-
sus. Christ dedicated himself to God, say-
ing: “Look! I am come (in the roll of the
book it is written about me) to do your
will, O God.” 6 So why did Jesus insist that
John baptize him? Because Jesus wanted
to symbolize in a public confession that he
had dedicated himself to God. The Bible
tells us of Jesus’ baptism that “immediate-
ly on coming up out of the water he saw
the heavens being parted, and, like a dove,
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the spirit coming down upon him; and a
voice came out of the heavens: ‘You are
my Son, the beloved; | have approved
you.” ” 7By pouring out his spirit upon his
Son, Jehovah God himself, and not John
the Baptist, ordained Christ Jesus.

After his ordination immediately follow-
ing his baptism in the River Jordan Jesus
publicly stated the authority of his ordi-
nation by reading from Isaiah 61:1, 2: “He
opened the scroll and found the place where
it was written, ‘Jehovah’s spirit is upon
me, because he anointed me to declare
good news to the poor, he sent me forth
to preach a release to the captives and a
recovery of sight to the blind, to send
the crushed ones away with a release, to
preach Jehovah's acceptable year.’” 8

Jehovah God alone, then, authorizes or-
dination. He does the appointing, the or-
daining. Showing further that no man or
earthly organization can ordain God's min-
isters are the words of the apostle: “Paul,
an apostle, neither from men nor through
a man, but through Jesus Christ and God
the Father, who raised him up from the
dead. For neither did | accept it from man,
nor was | taught it, except through reve-
lation by Jesus Christ.” 9 Jehovah ordains
his ministers through his Son, Christ Jesus.

RECOGNIZED AND CERTIFIED BY MAN

Though ordination itself proceeds only
from God, yet this ordination may be rec-
ognized and certified by man. Man-made
organizations acting as governing bodies
may declare one to be duly ordained.

In declaring one to be duly ordained
man-made organizations usually require
some form of ceremony. Itvaries with each
religious organization. In many large or-
thodox denominations the ceremony is
elaborate; in other groups it is often very
simple. The ceremony Jesus underwent
just before he was ordained was a very
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simple one, and it marked his stepping into
the ministry.

Today the New World society of Jeho-
vah's witnesses uses the same simple cere-
mony that Jesus underwent to symbolize
by public witness the dedication of a be-
liever which leads to God's ordination of
him as a minister. The fact that a cere-
mony is simple does not render it invalid
or cause it to be of slight importance. We
must remember that ordination is in “its
only important sense,. . . the appointment
or designation of a person to a ministerial
office, whether with or without attendant
ceremonies.” 4

In Christ Jesus’ case there was a simple
ceremony preceding his ordination. Since
Christ Jesus left us, as Peter declared, “a
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model for you to follow his steps closely,” 10

Jehovah's witnesses follow the example of
Jesus and that of the early Christians in
the matter of baptism in association with
ordination. Actually, the submission to the
ceremony of public immersion in water
brands each one of Jehovah’s Christian
witnesses. It marks him as a person who
has dedicated his entire life to the service
of Jehovah God as a minister. So water
baptism is the ceremony one of Jehovah's
witnesses undergoes to symbolize publicly
his dedication to Jehovah to become his
ordained minister.

Just as Jesus was not ordained by John,
so one of Jehovah's witnesses is not or-
dained by the hands laid upon him by the
one who baptizes him in water. However,
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mits his baptismal date as the approximate
time of his ordination. This is done to sat-
isfy the law of the land when an ordination
date is required.

Because of its Scripturalness, water bap-
tism in token of one’s dedication to God for
ordination as his minister is recognized by
the New World society of Jehovah's wit-
nesses and their legal servant, the Watch
Tower Society. For purposes of record,
within the meaning of the law of earthly
nations, baptism is a valid ceremony of or-
dination for Jehovah's witnesses.

Since ordination in reality comes from
God through Christ, no certificate of or-
dination is needed. Jesus had none; the
apostles had none. The best proof that one
can have of his ordination is fruits of King-
dom preaching. As the apostle put it: “Do
we, perhaps, like some men, need letters of
recommendation to you or from you? You
yourselves are our letter.” 1

Ordination through water baptism is in-
deed a valid and time-honored practice of
true Christianity.
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Witnesses in Russian Labor Camp
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That same evening thé two youngest wit-
nesses in our barracks, 17 and 19 years old,
had many visitors. Repeatedly, strange faces
showed ufr]r there woud be handshaking, pat-
ting on the shoulder and a few words ‘Softly
spaken. No doubt these were newly baptized
ones being congratulated. Both of them radi-
ated so much joy that others, puzzled, asked:
"Are you so_happy because you are going to
get married?"

12 “The witnesses were always ready for
every good work, but you could”not get them
to g0 in with you to do anything crooked. Al-
though we had a very hard time of it, their
firm conviction and trust could not be shaken,
We envied them; we just_couldn't understand
it, Yet to have these witnesses of Jehovah
with us, their very presence and the thought
—there are still some real men left—well; it
was a real consolation to all of us.

12 1t seems paradoxical that while the wit-
Nesses of Jehovah outside of Russia were won-
dering if any witnessing was being done inside
that Country, one who had been”transported
into Russia should find the witnesses so active
as to think that Russia was the only place
where the witnesses are found! Truly, while
Christians ma){ be bound, the Word of Jeho-
vah God cannot be bound.



S ixty miles south of the Dead Sea lie
the ruins of what a poet once called the
“rose-red city, half as old as time.” It is
Petra, called by many an explorer the
strangest city built by man. In ancient
times this city was virtually impregnable.
And no wonder! It lay nestled in an amphi-
theater of mountains; a long, narrow ra-
vine was the city's entrance. The inhabit-
ants lived in caves dug out of precipitous
rocks and cliffs. They felt secure in their
rock-cut homes and boasted of their safe-
ty. Even its name, Petra, a Greek word
meaning Rock, testified to its security. But
despite its vaunted impregnability and de-
spite its blazing glory as a center of cara-
van trade, the city died; and as a race its
people became extinct. Why is it that a
city that was so great and secure as Petra
today is a desolate wilderness?

The Bible tells us why. The history of its
earliest inhabitants, in fact, is found writ-
ten in the Bible. Mount Seir is one of the
names the Bible gives to the land sur-
rounding Petra. Originally this rocky re-
gion was occupied by the cave-dwelling
Horites. But the descendants of Esau, the
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son of lIsaac, dispossessed the Horites.
“So Esau took up dwelling in the moun-
tainous region of Seir. Esau is Edom.”
(Gen. 36:8, NW) Thus this rugged re-
gion came to be called Edom and its in-
habitants Edomites.

A RACE OF EAGLES

The Edomites were a race of eagles.
They lived in a maze of mountains, cliffs,
wild gorges and rocky shelves threaded
with fertile valleys. An eagle builds its
nest in places well-nigh inaccessible to
man: “Is it at your command that the
eagle mounts up and makes his nest on
high? On the rock he dwells and makes
his home in the fastness of the rocky
crag.” (Job 39:27, 28, R8) Like eagles
the Edomites lived in the fastness of

the rocky crags. In their cliff dwellings
what foe could reach them? Who could
bring them down? Who could even see
them?

Yes, who could even see them? Petra
was so nestled in the rocks that it lay in-
visible from the summit of nearby Mount
Hor. An enemy could only know of the
city’s existence. An army could enter
it only if the city were betrayed. Since ac-
cess to Petra was through a long, narrow
gorge, an invader, though gaining access
to it, would still be on the outside of the
city. And in the winding, narrow defile the
invader might find himself besieged. The
Edomites felt as secure as an eagle in its
nest.

By what name was this eaglelike city
called before it became known by the Greek
word Petra? It is not known with absolute
certainty, but Petra is generally identified
with the Edomite city called Sela in the
Bible. (2 Ki. 14:7) Sela is the Hebrew
word meaning Rock.

Since the ancient trade route between
Palestine and Arabia ran through a dark,
narrow gorge near Petra, the Edomites
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made their living by robbing. They became
very rich and filled their rock-cut homes
with treasures. How their cave warehouses
abounded with riches, loot stolen from the
caravans and tribute exacted at the point
of the sword! The sons of Esau lived up
to the prophecy pronounced by Jacob upon
Esau: “By your sword you will live.”
—Gen. 27:40, NW.

Another strange thing about the Edom-
ites was the way they liked to turn their
swords on their kinsmen, the Israelites.
The Israelites were descendants of Jacob,
also the son of Isaac. Since Jacob and Esau
were brothers, twin brothers at that, the
kinship ties between the Israelites and the
Edomites should have been especially
friendly. Just the opposite was true.

For this enmity the Edomites were re-
sponsible. They never missed a chance to
vex their kinsmen. When the Israelites
were on their way to the Promised Land,
Moses asked the king of Edom for per-
mission to pass through Edomite territory.
Despite Israelite promises not to touch
Edom’s vineyards or water, the sons of
Esau refused permission and even threat-
ened to come out with swords.

JEHOVAH FORETELLS EDOM'S END

No matter who the enemy of Israel
might be, the Edomites always hastened
to form an alliance with that foe. When
Israel suffered a defeat, great was the joy
in Edom. In 607 B.C. the king of Babylon
destroyed Jerusalem. What jubilation in
Edom! In Petra and in Bozrah the Edom-
ites, their happiness unbounded, celebrated.

Jehovah remembered. Shortly after Je-
rusalem’s destruction Jehovah, through
his prophet Obadiah, said to the Edomites:
“For the violence done to your brother
Jacob, shame shall cover you and you shall
be cut off forever. On the day when you
stood by, while aliens carried off his goods,
and foreigners entered his gates, and cast
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lots upon Jerusalem, you, too, were as one
of them. You should not have gloated over
your brother, on the day of his adversity.”
—Obad. 10-12, AT.

But in the rock cities, such as Petra, the
Edomites were not alarmed. Were they
not dwelling in eagles’ nests? No matter,
Jehovah declared by his prophet: “The
pride of your heart has deceived you, you
who dwell in the clefts of the cliff, and
set your dwelling on high, and say to
yourself, ‘Who can bring me down to the
earth?” Though you build your nest high
like the eagle, and set your nest even
among the stars, from there 1 will bring
you down.”—Obad. 3,4, AT.

Who would bring Edom down? Appro-
priately, the very ones whom the Edomites
had urged on to raze Jerusalem to its
foundations—the Chaldeans. Jehovah fore-
told this also. By the mouth of Jeremiah
the prophet Jehovah said of several hea-
then kingdoms, including Edom: “l have
given all these lands into the hand of Neb-
uchadnezzar, king of Babylon.”—Jer. 27:
6, AT.

About five years after Jerusalem’s de-
struction, Nebuchadnezzar's armies moved
against Edom. Nothing now could save the
Edomites! Not even the rocky heights of
Petra! Jehovah had foretold Edom'’s deso-
lation. True to the prophecy Nebuchadnez-
zar tumbled the cliff dwellers from their
eagles’ nests, and as the Bible says: “How
Esau is ransacked, and his treasures plun-
dered! They have driven you to the very
border; all those who were in league with
you have betrayed you. The men who were
at peace with you have overpowered you.”
Impregnable Petra betrayed!—Obad. 6, 7,
AT.

Nebuchadnezzar, however, did not utter-
ly annihilate the Edomites. They still had
hope. They hoped to build up their empire
once again. Would they succeed? About a
century and a half after Edom’s desolation
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Jehovah through the prophet Malachi
said: “Whereas Edom saith, We are beaten
down, but we will return and build the
waste places; thus saith Jehovah of hosts,
They shall build, but I will throw down.”
—Mai. 1:4, AS.

The Edomites made strenuous efforts to
rebuild the ruins. True to Jehovah’s word
their efforts failed. In a short time a war-
like tribe of Arabs called Nabataeans
moved against Edom. By 312 B.C. rebuilt
Petra had fallen. The Nabataeans drove
the Edomites from their homeland into the
Negeb south of Judea. Mighty Petra now
became the capital city of the conquerors.

What happened to the Edomites? About
130 B.C. the Jewish king John Hyrcanus
swept away the last vestige of Edomite
independence. The Jewish king forced the
surviving Edomites to submit to circum-
cision or die. Those who submitted were
incorporated with the Jewish people. Thus
Edom ceased to be, in fulfillment of Jeho-
vah's words: “Shame shall cover you and
you shall be cut off forever.”—Obad. 10,
AT.

And Petra? About A.D. 105 Rome con-
guered the Nabataean capital. For a while
it became an outpost of the far-flung Ro-
man empire, but soon the old caravan
route near Petra was abandoned. With its
economic lifeblood cut off parasitic Petra
perished. So literally were the prophet
Joel's words “Edom shall be a desolate
wilderness” fulfilled that the very exist-
ence of Petra was forgotten. For more than
a thousand years Petra was as if it had
never existed.—Joel 3:19.

THE LOST CITY DISCOVERED

In the year 1812 a Swiss explorer, Jo-
hann Burckhardt, ventured into the area
south of the Dead Sea. He had heard re-
ports of remarkable ruins there. Know-
ing Arabic and Arab culture, the explorer

SEeWATCHTOWER.

491

had dressed himself in Bedouin garb. He
made it known that he had vowed to sacri-
fice a goat near the site he wanted to visit.
One day this European in Arab garb en-
tered a valley near the edge of the desert.
A small stream crossed this valley and
vanished into a wall of rock. Drawing clos-
er, the traveler saw a fissure cleaving it
from base to summit. The narrow opening
in the mountain was hardly twelve feet
wide. It sloped downward. The Arabs
called it Siqg or Cleft. Into this mysteri-
ous, winding ravine the traveler made his
way along with the stream that had once
been confined in an artificial channel. He
wondered what lay at its end.

At no place could the Swiss explorer see
far ahead. Looking upward, he could see
only once in a while streaks of blue sky.
The sides of the cleft were stupendous,
towering straight up and making a man a
mere ant by comparison. Ferns grew from
crevices in the wall. For about a mile
Burckhardt followed the intriguing way.
Suddenly he stopped. The cleft opened up
into a wider fissure running at right angles.
It was as if he had reached some enchanted
entrance to a fairyland. Directly before
him, hewn in the face of the cliff, stood
a temple. This temple to an unknown god,
Burckhardt found, was called by the Arabs
El Khazna, the treasury. The whole struc-
ture glowed in the morning light with the
pink hue of an ocean shell.

From this place of enchantment the
traveler continued to follow the gorge that
elbowed sharply to the northwest; it nar-
rowed again. He went on for about another
mile in this wild gorge that varied in width
from twelve to forty feet. Then the fissure
expanded into an undulating plain, en-
closed on all sides by precipitous sandstone
cliffs.

At the left of the gorge, where it opened
into the valley, Burckhardt found a Ro-
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man amphitheater cut in the rock. It had
thirty-five tiers and seats for about 4,000
persons. Sitting down at the theater, the
traveler could see that the valley was
about a mile in length and less than half
a mile broad. The sandstone cliffs sur-
rounding the valley, he saw, were honey-
combed with dwellings or tombs, cuttings
that represented a fantastic amount of la-
bor. He had discovered lost Petra!

The stream that followed the cleft by
which Burckhardt entered bisected the
plain from east to west and disappeared
into a ravine. The Swiss explorer could
see that Petra had stood upon the plain on
both sides of the stream and that, at least
in later times, people had lived both on the
plain and in the rock-cut dwellings.

What enthralled Burckhardt were the
vivid hues of the rocks surrounding Petra.
Red, purple, yellow, blue, black and white
were all in the same mass in successive
layers or blended so as to form every shade
and hue imaginable. The red shades merged
into deep rose and even the hue of the lilac
or violet. The white, often as pure as snow,
occasionally was dashed with blue or red.
The blue was that of a clear sky. The yel-
low rocks of Petra were as bright as saf-
fron. Petra was a city of amazing colors.

CITY OF TEMPLES AND ALTARS

What made Petra impressive, too, were
its many temples. There were religious
temples by the hundreds. The best pre-
served ones seemed to have been cut out
by the Nabataeans in Roman times. Though
impressive from the outside, Burckhardt
saw that inside the temples were pitiful
hovels, hardly more than caves.

On the outside around the city Burck-
hardt noted many high places, sacred
places of heathen worship so often con-
demned by Jehovah’s prophets. On these
high places the sons of Esau once wor-
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shiped their Edomite gods. To make ac-
cess to the sacred sites easy for the wor-
shiper stairs were cut into the side of the
mountain.

It was left to a later explorer to dis-
cover Petra’s Great High Place of sacrifice.
Discovered in 1900 by G. L. Robinson,
Petra’'s Great High Place faces the rising
sun. A steep flight of rock-cut stairs leads
to it. Here also are two twenty-foot-high
twin pillars. They were made by the pagan
worshipers’ cutting away the whole top of
the mountain. At this Great High Place
Robinson found a sacrificial table and a
rectangular altar, waiting as if pagan
priests were soon about to climb the steep
stairs, bringing a sacrifice.

What pagan rites were once carried on
here! The Bible reader can well imagine
what went on, for he remembers how
King Amaziah once “brought the gods of
the sons of Seir and set them up for him-
self as gods and before them he began to
bow down and to them he began to make
sacrificial smoke.” But the gods of Edom
brought ruin to Amaziah. Jehovah'’s proph-
et told him: “I certainly know that God
has resolved to bring you to ruin, because
you have done this.”—2 Chron. 25:14, 16,
NW.

Edom’s false gods could not save Ama-
ziah or even great Petra itself when Jeho-
vah, the living and true God, resolved to
bring them to ruin. Today Petra is deso-
late; no one lives there. Few are the visi-
tors who pass through to see the ruins. In
miniature fulfillment of Jehovah’'s proph-
ecy on Edom, typical Edom exists no more;
and its mighty metropolis, Petra, is a
haunt for wild animals. Its ruins remain
as a monument to the fact that God’s
words never fail: “I will make thee a per-
petual desolation, and thy cities shall not
be inhabited; and ye shall know that I am
Jehovah.”—Ezek. 35:9,



""Happy are the peaceable,
since they will be called 'sons
of God'."—Matt. 5:9, NW.

rEHOVAH will bless his

people with peace,” declared the psalm-
ist. “The meek shall inherit the land, and causes of war: territorial expansion, na-
shall delight themselves in the abundance tionalism, the desire of the nations for nat-
of peace.” (Pss. 29:11; 37:11, AS) Speak- ural resources, political intrigue—even re-
ing to his disciples in the sermon on the ligion. As science progresses, so does the
mount, Jesus referred to these promises and terror of war. Never has a generation so
the desire of sincere men for peaceful con- feared the threat of war as the present

ditions. He told of a group of faithful men ONe. Students of history tell us that there
and women who would promote peace on always have been wars and there always

the earth during troublous times by saying: will be wars. In fact, no Ies_s an ?”th"”“_’
. ) than The Encyclopedia Britannica says:
Blessed are the peacemakers: for they

. Y “Conflict, with death for its ultimate sanc-
shall be called the children of God.” (Matt.  jon js a universal law of life.” While this

59, Dy)These peacemakers put theif,,y pe true of the present world system,
faith, not in the armistices and uneasy it is not so of God's new world, which has
truces of men, but in the everlasting peace  Jehovah's word as its law of life. Even in
that God has promised to establish in our this system the majority of men do not
time through his kingdom of righteousness. desire war, for they know the benefits of
They realize that no nation or combine of peace. Imagine the conditions that would
nations today can assure permanent peace. exist on earth if the nations were no longer
Instead, just as in the days of Jeremiah, to pour their wealth into armaments and

men keep crying out, “Peace, peace!” when if peaceful conditions were to prevail world-
there is no peace.—Jer. 6:14. wide! No longer would the blood of the

2 For centuries sincere men have workediations run red in battle, leaving ruined
for peace, but their best endeavors have lands, charred homes and scattered fam-

ended in failure. There have been many ilies. But is such a time possible? Or is
man forever doomed to ride a roller coast-

1+ How are we assured of peace? er between war and peace, climbing the
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heights of peace, only to plunge down again
into bloody conflict?

3For our answer we must look to God's
Word of truth, the Bible. There we see
that the very conditions existing in the
earth today were long ago foretold in
prophecy. Neither men nor nations have
the solution to the problem. As the Bible
tells us: “There is a way which seemeth
right unto a man; but the end thereof are
the ways of death.” (Prov. 14:12, The
fact that God long ago foreknew the trou-
bles that are now plaguing the nations is
clearly shown in the sixth chapter of Reve-
lation, where the prophecy speaks of a
fiery-colored horse that would ride rough-
shod over the nations, and the statement
is made that to its rider “there was granted
to take peace away from the earth.” (6:4,
NW) Then follows famine, plague and
death, in the pattern that has become fa-
miliar to us in this generation. Nowhere in
the Scriptures are we told that men would
gradually rise to perfection through their
own efforts. Instead, Jesus foresaw that
conditions would get worse as we ap-
proached the climax of this present system
of things. He referred to total war, with
nation rising against nation and kingdom
against kingdom. (Matt. 24:7) Although
scoffers of our time mock at the possibility
that the world wars we have seen could
have any special significance, the fact re-
mains that such total war was never pos-
sible before our time. Only now have de-
velopments in the fields of communication,
transportation and warfare made world
war possible, as Jesus foretold.

4However, Jesus showed that, instead of
being discouraged because of the uncer-
tainty of world affairs, true Christians
should lift up their heads and rejoice, be-
cause these conditions mark a time of
change. The hope held out by Christ as the

3. How did the Bible foretell present world conditions?
4. In what way will peace finally come?
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Prince of Peace is not the illusory dream
of peace the nations see, but the assured
Word of Jehovah God: “Of the increase of
his government and of peace there shall
be no end,... The zeal of Jehovah of hosts
will perform this.” “He . . . will break in
pieces the oppressor. In his days shall the
righteous flourish, and abundance of peace,
till the moon be no more.” (Isa. 9:7; Ps.
72:4, 7, AS) Past history proves that this
will never be accomplished while the world
remains divided in the present political
and religious factions. However, God as-
sures us that the change will be made, not
by human maneuvering, but by divine in-
tervention. Isaiah 32:1,17, states: “A king
shall reign in righteousness, and princes
shall rule in judgment. And the work of
righteousness shall be peace; and the effect
of righteousness quietness and assurance
for ever.” In connection with these proph-
ecies there is no indication that they will
be fulfilled as a result of man’s efforts. In
fact, the greatest attempt by the nations
to promote world peace through the United
Nations has failed to unify the peoples of
the earth, and the armaments race con-
tinues as the nations stockpile deadly
bombs, following the “way which seemeth
right unto a man.”—Prov. 14:12.

5 Lasting peace can come only by God's

power. The mighty Creator of the universe
has all his creation operating in perfect
harmony and order, according to his will.
He has set a time limit for the chaotic
conditions that prevail on earth and has
assured us of peace through his kingdom
of righteousness. At James 4:1 we
read: “From what source are there wars
and from what source are there fights
among you?” Certainly they are not from
Jehovah, the God of Peace; nor are they
brought about by Christ Jesus, the great
Prince of Peace. A basic cause of war is

5. Why cannot world conditions be attributed to Je-
hovah ?
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greed, and James also speaks of selfish
sensual desires and wrong purposes. God
has no love for such things; so for men
of faith to cultivate friendship with this
world system means enmity with God.
God's way to bring peace to mankind is
not by trying to patch up or make over
the present system of things.

6Jesus showed the enduring basis for
unity among men of faith in citing the two
great commandments. This is the real rem-
edy for the world’s ills, that we love God
with all our heart, mind, soul and strength
and our neighbor as ourselves. If men were
to adopt this remedy today it would mean
the immediate cessation of hostilities and
the lasting end of war. This remedy is even
now being applied by God for men of faith.
—Mic. 4:1-3.

7We cannot say, then, that war is from
God, that he is the fomenter and instigator
of wars among the nations. Looking back
into history we might ask, If God supports
those claiming to fight for him, why, from
the “Christian” viewpoint, were the Cru-
sades such a failure? Or what can we say
of the Thirty Years’ War? This was de-
scribed as a “theological conflict . . . the
most horrible single military episode in
Western history.” Did the outcome of that
war prove that God was with the Protes-
tants and that the Catholics were wrong?
Sincere Catholics would not accept such a
contention. When two nations not profess-
ing Christianity engage in war, on whose
side is God then? In view of such ques-
tions it is surprising that some clerics teach
that war serves God’s purposes.

8In a sermon at St. Patrick’s Cathedral
in New York, Monsignor Green stated that
the ‘war in Korea was a part of God’s plan
for populating the kingdom of heaven.’
Christians cannot hope to gain the king-
6. How can God's remedy for the world’s troubles be
applied ?

7, 8. (a) Does God take sides in wars between nations?
(b) What position do the clergy take on war?
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dom of heaven by violating God’'s ever-
lasting covenant regarding the sanctity of
life. So the burning question is not, Whose
side is God on? but, Are we on God’s side?
Consider the words of other prominent
clergymen and see if you think they take
the side of God’s Word in this matter. One
minister said: “To take life in hate is a
dreadful deed”; but “the Christian soldier
in friendship wounds the enemy. In friend-
ship he kills the enemy. In friendship he
receives the wound of the enemy. He keeps
his friendly heart while the enemy is killing
him. . . . After he has wounded the enemy
he hurries to his side ... with an invincible
hope that sometime ... he and his enemy
shall find common ground ... in some
great enterprise of God.” On another oc-
casion the editor of the Christian Register
stated: “As Christians, of course, we say
Christ approves [of the war]. But would
he fight and kill? . . . There is not an op-
portunity to deal death to the enemy that
he would shirk from or delay in seizing!
He would take bayonet and grenade and
bomb and rifle and do the work of deadli-
ness.” (
68) It is no wonder that many people have
been turned away from religion by such
sadistic teachings. As Jeremiah 6:15 asks:
“Were they ashamed when they had com-
mitted abomination? nay, they were not
at all ashamed, neither could they blush.”
“From the prophet even unto the priest
every one dealeth falsely.”—Vs. 13.

9 The statements of these professed

Christians do not reflect Jesus’ mind when
he told his disciples that they should love
God with all their heart, mind, soul and
strength and their neighbor as themselves.
Even apart from the Scriptural viewpoint
on war, its fruitage is repellant to all
honest-hearted men. It has been said that
“the legitimate object of war is a more

9, 10. (a) Describe the fruits of war.
peace prayers go unanswered?

(b) Why do

PreachersPresent Arms, pages 67,
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perfect peace”; but what are the results?
Starvation, impoverishment, misery, dis-
ease, death and the ruining of the beauties
of the earth. These things do not contrib-
ute to a more perfect peace, but only to
continued enmities and hatreds among the
people.

DOHistory shows that the clergy have
not served in the happy role of peacemak-
er, as true sons of God, but have actual-
ly shared in promoting war. No wonder
Isaiah 1:15 declares: “And when ye spread
forth your hands, | will hide mine eyes
from you: yea, when ye make many pray-
ers, | will not hear: your hands are full
of blood.” This present world system, with
its war and coercion, cannot bring perma-
nent peace to mankind.

WHY PEACE EFFORTS FAIL

UWhy have the sincere efforts of devot-
ed men failed to bring peace? The answer
can be clearly discerned by putting the
Bible spotlight on this subject. Swinging
the light back to the start of man’s trou-
bled history we see a spirit creature ap-
pointed as the guardian of man in the beau-
tiful garden of Eden. This cherub was to
direct man in matters pertaining to life
and pure worship. But instead of walking
in the paths that Jehovah had prepared the
cherub turned rebel, coveting the worship
of the first couple that was going to Je-
hovah, and determining to establish him-
self as universal ruler in place of the Crea-
tor. His first action was to entice Adam
and Eve from the course of right worship.
Thus were sown the first seeds of disunity
and enmity, which have flourished until
now between the organizations of Satan
and Jehovah. Since that time Satan has
built up a powerful worldly organization,
which was described by Daniel as being
like a great image with a head of gold,
11. (a) What is the source of world disunity? (b) How

is Satan’s organization described, and what position
does the Christian take toward it?
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breast and arms of silver, belly and thighs
of brass, legs of iron and feet partly of
iron and partly of clay. The covering cher-
ub, or Satan, is himself the demonic god
that controls this old-world organization.
(Dan. 2:31-33, 44, 45) It is God's kingdom,
like a stone cut out of a mountain, that
strikes against Satan’s organization, final-
ly destroying it. But as long as this image
dominates the earth and as long as the peo-
ple bow before it, as they did in the days
of old, there will be no peace from God.
Though total support and worship is de-
manded by Satan’s organization today,
true Christians follow the example of the
faithful Hebrew men of old, who refused
to compromise their worship, even though
threatened with death. They remember
how Christ, during his ministry, refused
to do obeisance to Satan. So today sincere
students of the Scriptures, instead of put-
ting their confidence in old-world efforts to
bring peace, realize that only by God will
lasting peace come, in his appointed way.

©»
sure on mankind in many ways. “The whole
world is in the power of the evil one.”
(1 John 5:19, RS) This helps us to under-
stand that God is not the one bringing wars
with famine, sickness and death to the peo-
ples of the earth, but that Satan is con-
tinuing his vicious attempt to rule or ruin
the earthly creation of Jehovah, and has
determined to break the faith of those
who endeavor to maintain pure worship.
His influence is seen not only to be upon
the nations but also to extend to the in-
dividual. Job, a faithful servant of Jeho-
vah, felt this satanic pressure keenly when
under test. He saw his cattle, his servants,
his beloved children, his lovely home, all
destroyed as Satan moved against him.
Even his wife urged him to curse God and
die, but Job wisely recognized that these
evils were of God's permission, so he main-

12. In what ways is Satan’s activity felt by the people?

In the meantime Satan exercises pres-
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tained his faith. Job was a fighter, and,
even though on the brink of death, he re-
fused to give up. True Christians today
put up a similar fight for the faith.
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KU Once before in human history, when
wickedness came to a climax at the time
of the Flood, the earthly organization of
Satan was swept out of the way, leaving a

13 Why is it that Satan has been percleansed earth. Again this demonic power

mitted to exercise such tremendous con-
trol over the nations and even over the
lives of the people? It is not that God is
powerless to restrain him, but that he has
permitted Satan this opportunity as a final
proof to the universe of the futility of Sa-
tan’s boast that he could turn all men
against their Creator. In Exodus 9:16 we
read of the statement made to Pharaoh as
Satan’s visible representative: “For this
cause have | allowed thee to remain, in
order to show thee my power; and in or-
der that they may proclaim my name
throughout all the earth.” (Le) During all
the centuries of satanic control over the
earth God's purposes have been moving in-
exorably toward their climax. In the dawn
of man’s history prophetic words were
spoken showing Satan that at God's ap-
pointed time he would be crushed under-
foot. In the prophecy later given to Daniel
Satan’s imagelike organization is depicted
as being toppled and crushed. But in the
meantime his demonic power continues to
be exercised in the world. No men or na-
tions can resist such superhuman power;
so taking up arms to try to right the
wrongs of the day is not the real answer
to the problem. Who can fight against Sa-
tan or his invisible demon hosts? It is im-
possible to fight in a physical way against
an unseen spirit adversary. That is why
Paul stated, at 2 Corinthians 10:4, “the
weapons of our warfare are not carnal.”
The weapons of spiritual warfare are pow-
erful for cutting away the mystery that
shrouds the troubles on the earth and for
revealing Satan as the great cause of the
world’s woes.

13. (a) Why has demonic influence been permitted by

God, and what do the Scriptures say about the out-
come? (b) In what way can we resist attacks by Satan?

asserted itself, and the nations have been
held in its grasp until this time. Now we
are approaching the grand climax of Scrip-
ture prophecy and Satan is making an all-
out attempt to take control. Revelation
chapter twelve informs us of the woes that
are now on the earth as a result. The
world has never seen such turmoil as we
see today, as Satan makes a final effort
to bring ruin to God'’s earthly creation. He
has even called on false religion to sanctify
the “holy” wars he foments. Satan’s mark
has been left on every facet of this old-
world system. This mark is one of division,
for Satan’'s loveless course has divided the
world. It has been divided religiously, com-
mercially, nationally, politically, racially
and socially. This is not true of those who
come out from the control of the satanic
world system and take a stand in keeping
with Bible truth as a part of the New
World society.

BThe contrast in the organization of
God's people is outstanding. In over 160
lands throughout the world the New World
society of Jehovah’s witnesses can be found
working unitedly in the service of their
Creator. They are not divided by the bar-
riers that the old world puts between the
people. They have unity of faith as truly
happy children of God. The apostle Paul
emphasized this oneness at 1 Corinthians
1:10 (NW): “I exhort you, . . . that you
should all speak in agreement, and that
there should not be divisions among you,
but that you may be fitly united in the
same mind and in the same line of thought.”
“Putting up with one another in love, ear-
nestly endeavoring to observe the oneness
14. What effect has Satan’'s activity had upon the

world until now?
15. Contrast the condition of God's New World society.
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of the spirit in the uniting bond of peace.
One body there is, and one spirit, even as
you were called in the one hope to which
you were called; one Lord, one faith, one
baptism; one God and Father of all per-
sons.” (Eph. 4:2-6, NW) This unity of
thought and action comes from a knowl-
edge of God’'s Word and faith in it. It is
only by true worship that men of all na-
tions are now united as a happy, peaceable
people, making known the only remedy for
world distress, God's kingdom.
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cient to deliver his servants against over-
whelming odds.

YWhy, then, was it that Jesus himself
died, apparently forsaken by God? It was
not that God deserted him, for shortly be-
fore his death Jesus declared that his Fa-
ther could immediately send legions of an-
gels to act for his protection; but he knew
that Jehovah'’s will was that he should die.
Jesus had proved himself a fighter against
demon power, devoting his life on earth to
the preaching work. Even though he gave

16 Today Satan concentrates his attaclbis life at death, this was not a defeat for

against this united international group.
But we can take courage from the fact
that although those serving Jehovah seem
to be a minority, still with God's protec-
tion they are invincible. This was illustrat-
ed in the battle between David and Goliath.
(1 Sam. 17:40-51) David foreshadowed
both Christ battling against Satan and his
gigantic organization and the fight of the
remnant of God’'s servants on earth as
they battle to maintain true worship
against demonic influence. Although Da-
vid appeared little and insignificant and
was despised by the adversary, he came
in God’s power, crying out: “l come to
thee in the name of the Lora of hosts, the
God of the armies of Israel, whom thou
hast defied.” By Jehovah’s power he was
victorious. Another case of Jehovah’s back-
ing was seen when Elisha was surrounded
by the warriors of the Syrian army. He
and his young companion rose in the morn-
ing to find the enemy hosts hemming them
in. But Elisha reassured the young man,
saying: “Fear not: for they that be with
us are more than they that be with them.

. and the Lora opened the eyes of the
young man; and he saw: and, behold, the
mountain was full of horses and chariots
of fire round about Elisha.” (2 Ki. 6:16,
17) Once again Jehovah'’s power was suffi-

16. What assurances do we have of victory in Jehovah'’s
service ?

Jehovah but a step forward in God’s final
purpose. Jesus did not try to marshal all
men of faith into a tremendous army to
straighten out world affairs. He refused to
bow to Satan so that he might assume au-
thority, and he did not follow the milita-
ristic ways of the world even though his
life was at stake. Instead he declared: ‘My
kingdom is not of this world; otherwise
my servants would fight to protect me
from the Jews.” (John 18:36) His servants
fought later, but in a different way.
BSatan has now redoubled his efforts
against God'’s servants. He directs his war-
like attack against this core of resistance,
striking out by every means at his com-
mand against those who maintain faith
and serve as Christian soldiers under the
lead of their Commander, Christ Jesus.
Revelation 12:17 states that he has gone
to make war against the remnant of the
followers of Christ. How can we identify
these, since many religious denominations
claim to be of this number? The scripture
goes on to identify clearly who they are
by saying that these are the ones who ob-
serve the commandments of God and keep
the testimony about Christ. While the false
religious organizations of the world today
claim to be observing the commandments
of God, they completely brush aside the
everlasting covenant about the sanctity of

17. Was Jesus’ death a defeat for God? Why?
18 How are the followers of Christ positively identified ?
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life. Fighters for true worship, however,
recognize that this law from God, original-
ly given to Noah, still applies down to this
day. Neither are the religious leaders of
Christendom today truly keeping the testi-
mony about Christ. This is no longer sim-
ply the message of Jesus’ earthly ministry
or of his resurrection, but this is the mes-
sage that he himself commanded must be

~ ATAN knows he has but a
short time, and he is determined
to stop the preaching work. Just
as Christ was reviled and per-
secuted and finally put to death,
so men of faith today can expect
persecution, knowing that they
are no more favored in this re-
gard than their Master. (John
15:20) But Jehovah's witnesses
are undaunted despite bans and
imprisonment, confiscation of
Bible literature and legal obsta-
cles that have been raised against
the preaching work in many
countries, recognizing these to be tangible
evidences of the war being fought against
the remnant of the followers of Christ. In
fact, they are happy despite all this, just as
Jesus foresaw: “Happy are those who have
been persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
since the kingdom of the heavens belongs to
them. Happy are you when people reproach
you and persecute you and lyingly say
every kind of wicked thing against you for
my sake. Rejoice and leap for joy, since
your reward is great in the heavens; for
in that way they persecuted the prophets
prior to you.” (Matt. 5:10-12, NW) So the
preaching work continues with God's bless-

1. Why are Jehovah's people happy under oppression?

Sfte WATCHTOWER.

499

preached in this time of the end, the mes-
sage of good news concerning the estab-
lishment of his kingdom in righteousness.
(Matt. 24:14) This good news pertains to
the enthronement of Christ and his taking
power now while his enemies continue to
rule. (Ps. 110:2) Jehovah'’s witnesses have
every reason to rejoice as they announce
this peaceful message in all the world.

fth

peaceanke

ing upon it despite all that opposers can
do to bring it to a stop.

Zor many persons the biggest fight to
remain faithful in Jehovah'’s service comes
right at home. (Mic. 7:6) Jesus illustrated
this, saying ‘two men would be working to-
gether in a field; one would be taken and
the other abandoned. Two women would
be working at the mill; one would be taken
and the other abandoned.” (Matt. 24:40,41)
Even those working closely together, those
of the same family, may be divided because
of the truth. One is taken along to life be-

2. If the truth divides a family, what course should
the Christian follow?
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cause of maintaining integrity and keep-
ing faithfulness despite the opposition that
others very close to him may bring against
him.

3For others the biggest obstacle to hav-
ing a share in the Kingdom ministry arises
because of materialism. They are lured on
by the prospect of higher pay and a better
job until they have very little time left to
themselves or to devote to Jehovah's serv-
ice. They forget to apply the counsel of
Jesus to put the Kingdom interests first in
their lives with the assurance that the
other things, the things that they need for
living, will be added to them. At Luke 14:
16 it is recorded that Jesus gave a parable
of a man who invited his friends to attend
a big feast. They all had excuses. One had
just purchased some land, another had
some cattle and another had just got mar-
ried. Just as in the days of Noah, they were
eating, drinking, marrying and being giv-
en in marriage and were not concerned
enough with God and his service to look
after the really important things. In Jesus’
parable these friends missed out on a rich
feast. Today we may miss out on a rich
spiritual feast, with wonderful privileges
of serving God and association with those
of like precious faith, if we put other things
first in our lives. It is necessary always to
keep our vision of the new world clear, not
letting it get clouded over with golden
dreams, which may prove to be only fool’s
gold. (Luke 21:34-36) The happiest people
in the world today are those who gain en-
during riches by putting spiritual treas-
ures first.

40thers miss the happiness of true chil-
dren of God because of pride. They feel
that they could never do the work of tell-
ing their faith to others. But Jehovah
never requires something of us that we
3. Why is it so dangerous to get involved in the cares
of this world?

4. What is necessary to gain God’'s approval and bear
Kingdom fruit?
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cannot do. Everyone can talk; we do it
every day. Paul reminds us that it is with
the mouth that confession is made to
salvation. It is by our freely speaking the
truth and explaining the Scriptures to men
of good will that we direct them along the
pathway to life. If we have true love for
God and for our brothers we shall want
to do this peaceable work.

5To continue happy in our service to
God regardless of opposition requires faith.
Faith is built up by hearing and meditat-
ing on God’'s Word. Everyone can use more
faith. That was true even of Peter. At Je-
sus’ invitation he tried to walk on water,
and, for a moment, his faith permitted
him, but then he lost confidence and sank.
Never do we want to step back and bog
down in old-world disbelief, joining with
the scoffers who say: “Where is this prom-
ised presence of his?” Hold tight to faith
and knowledge of God's Word. Even if the
faith is as little as a grain of mustard it
will prove sufficient for our needs. Faith
must be exercised, however, to be kept
alive. We give it this animation by sharing
in the Kingdom service. We demonstrate it
by confidence and trust and love for our
brothers. Though Matthew 24:12 reminds
us that the love of the greater number will
cool off, still the good news of the Kingdom
shall be preached. Will your faith prove
to be great enough and strong enough so
that you will have ashare, remaining faith-
ful in the service right down until Jehovah
says, It is enough?

6Just attending a religious service and
saying, ‘l have faith, is not sufficient. It
must be the true faith. Jesus declared that
‘not all those who say, Master, Master, will
enter the Kingdom.” (Matt. 7:21) We must
have accurate knowledge and then live ac-
cording to it. Then, as we serve in the
Christian ministry, we can be of help to
5. Why is faith a requirement for ambassadors of

peace, and how is it kept strong? .
6. What goal do Jehovah's people have in their ministry ?
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liberate those held in religious bondage,
setting them free from religious error. Sa-
tan has put up a great bulwark of deceit
to hold his captives. All we have to coun-
teract it is the water of truth, but this is
sufficient if it is properly directed by a
skilled workman and is given force and
impetus by God's spirit. Just as a little
stream of water can cut into and erode
rocky soil, carving out a Grand Canyon,
so the Scripture truths open the way to
life for men of good will. This is the happy
part of Christians today who share as
ambassadors of peace by announcing the
Kingdom message.

7Paul explained the nature of our Chris-
tian ministry, likening it to warfare.
“Though we walk in the flesh, we do not
wage warfare according to what we are
in the flesh. For the weapons of our war-
fare are not fleshly, but powerful by God
for overturning strongly entrenched things.
For we are overturning reasonings and
every lofty thing raised up against the
knowledge of God, and we are bringing
every thought into captivity to make it
obedient to the Christ.” (2 Cor. 10:3-5,
NW) If Christians are to be a happy,
peaceable people, as Jesus indicated, why
does Paul liken this activity to warfare?
Obviously he does not here speak of the
wars of the nations, but shows that God
backs Christian ministers in their spirit-
ual warfare to combat tradition, philoso-
phy and doctrines of demons that are raised
up against the Word of God. The opposi-
tion from Satan as “god of this world,”
with all the temporal forces he commands,
makes this a fight to the finish, but a bless-
ed one for those maintaining faith.

8Jehovah’s witnesses must maintain the
position advocated by Christ, that of being
in the world but not a part of it. They
recognize the need for strict neutrality as
7. Describe the difference between carnal and spiritual

warfare.
8. Why is it necessary to follow a course of neutrality?
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far as the world’s political affairs are con-
cerned in order to serve properly the men
of all nations as Christian ministers of Je-
hovah. As true peacemakers their faith is
not divided by nationalism, race or politics,
but they work unitedly in all parts of the
world under the supreme direction of Je-
hovah and his King Son, Christ Jesus.
Heeding the Scriptural admonition, they
cannot follow the lead of false religion in
friendship with the world. Jehovah’s peo-
ple world-wide have built up a truly New
World society of people of all races and
former faiths, who now unitedly put con-
fidence in Jehovah’s unchangeable promise
to establish a world government of peace
under Christ. They recognize that only by
maintaining their faithfulness and sharing
in the fight to preach this message of truth
to the people will they be able to enjoy the
wonderful blessing of life in the righteous
new world just ahead.

UPHOLDING THE TRUTH

9 Jehovah’s witnesses have upheld Bible

truths on many fronts. Authorities that
were once held to disprove the Bible have
now been forced to support it. When men
thought the earth to be flat, the Scriptures
spoke of the “circle of the earth.” (lsa.
40:22) Long before physicians understood
the human circulatory system, the Bible
aptly described it. Thousands of years
before the discovery of Mendel's law of
heredity, Jehovah’'s Word alluded to its
practical application in the case of the
herdsman Jacob. (Gen. 30:37 to 31:12)
Even today, while men still cling to the
evolution theory, the facts support the un-
changeable truth in the creation account
that Jehovah created each plant and ani-
mal species according to its kind. The in-
spired Scriptural record recognized dan-
gers owing to contagious and animal-borne

9. How have Jehovah’s witnesses resisted attacks by
false science against God’s Word?
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diseases, such as trichinosis, tularemia and
others, long before modem science had
any concept of bacteria. Even mathema-
ticians are forced to concede the impossi-
bility that Moses just guessed at the ac-
curate Scriptural order of creation, which
science now confirms as true. Thus in
many fields modern science has been seen
to back up the Bible. Instead of deriding
parts as mythical or uninspired, Jehovah's
witnesses fight to vindicate it before the
eyes of men of good will, using the latest
of modern scientific evidence.

100n the religious battlefield Jehovah's
witnesses recognize Jehovah as a God of
love, justice, power and wisdom. As a God
of love he demonstrates from the Bible
that the doctrines of purgatory and hell-
fire, which picture the Creator as a fiend
instead of as a loving father, are incom-
patible with the Scripture accounts. A
scripture familiar to many states simply:
“The wages sin pays is death, but the gift
God gives is everlasting life by Christ Je-
sus our Lord.” (Rom. 6:23, NW) A care-
ful investigation of the Scriptures reveals
that God never threatened the human fam-
ily with an agonizing eternal punishment,
but, rather, that eternal sleep in death
would be the end of the willfully wicked.
—Jer. 51:39.

N Surely it is not in keeping with the
Scriptural concept of God as a God of wis-
dom to believe that he will be forced to
destroy the earth in flames because of
man’s rebellion. Further, the Scriptures
show that Jehovah's purposes are un-
changeable. His original intent that men
live on a beautiful earth in peace and hap-
piness, as depicted in the garden of Eden,
will be carried to a grand climax in the
new world of righteousness. Ecclesiastes
1:4 shows clearly that the earth will abide
forever. So while the present world system

10, 11. Name the attributes of the Creator, and explain
how the truth is in harmony with these.
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will pass out of the way, just as the pre-
vious one did at the time of the Flood, still
men of faith will live through to enjoy the
complete fulfillment of Jehovah’s purposes
toward the earth as long ago foreseen by
the great God of wisdom.

P Jehovah's justice is manifest in the
provision he has made for life for men of
all kinds as a free gift through faith. This
is not received because of prayers that
some can afford to pay for while others
cannot. The same Mediator and Interces-
sor, Christ Jesus, who is also our Redeem-
er, can be called upon by all who desire
to worship Jehovah with spirit and truth.
While many persons by their point of view
deny the power of God, Jehovah's witness-
es recognize the illimitable power of the
Creator of the universe. Instead of saying
regarding the Kingdom that if it ever does
come it will not be for thousands of years,
Jehovah's witnesses recognize that God
has set a time for the final termination of
this present system and that by his power
it will come. They put confidence in the
words of Jesus as Jehovah's Spokesman
that “this generation shall not pass, till
all these things be fulfilled.” (Matt. 24:34)
Thus by words, doctrine and fruitage Je-
hovah’s witnesses show themselves to be
fighters for the truth and true children of
God.

BOnN the other hand, false religion has
not been preaching the true Word of God,
nor producing the fruits befitting the serv-
ants of God. As one national magazine
asked, “Is the religious boom a spiritual
bust?” Even though church attendances
are swelling, the rush for religion has not
slowed the increase of crime and immoral-
ity. This demonstrates that the faith of
many people is superficial and that the re-
ligious systems of the world today have not

12. How do we acknowledge Jehovah's justice and
ower?

13. What foundation has false religion built for world
peace?
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reached the hearts and minds of the peo-
ple. Even worse, they have given the peo-
ple tradition instead of the truth, which
would motivate them to live in keeping
with God’s will. A generation of religious
illiterates has grown up. Many times
churchgoers will bring out a prayer book
or catechism instead of a Bible, thinking
they are the same. No wonder the church-
es have failed to turn the tide in the fight
for a better and peaceful world. They have
not built on the sound foundation of God'’s
Word.

KU The apostle Paul spoke of the false re-
ligious guides, at 2 Corinthians 11:13-15,
warning that, though they claim to be min-
isters of righteousness, their end would be
in keeping with their works. The prophecy
at Zechariah 13:4-6 shows that God has
no use for those who mislead the people
through false worship. At the time of the
end, when the people realize the extent
of the religious deception, they will turn
against their false teachers, only to have
these clerics rip off their vestments and
claim they have been farmers from the
days of their youth. These scriptures should
alert to watchfulness any who placidly be-
lieve that just any religion is all right as
long as you have faith in God and that
sooner or later the religions will bring
world peace for all men. Jehovah never
tolerated false worship in the past, nor
does he at this time, even though it may
be preached in the name of Christ. The
divided religious groups of our time are
pictured by the crumbling clay in the feet
of the image of Satan’s organization,
which will be pulverized to clear the way
for the rock foundation of Jehovah's peace-
ful new heavens and new earth of right-
eousness.

BNo wonder Jesus and the apostles ex-

14. What warnings do we find in Scripture against
religious deceivers?

15. (a) How can the truth be effectively brought to
persons of good will? (b) How have messengers of
Jehovah been received in the past and in the present?
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posed false worship, as shown at Matthew
23. They were anxious to open the eyes of
the honest-hearted people of their day to
the way that leads to life. Jehovah's wit-
nesses likewise desire to help people seek-
ing the truth to a clear understanding of
the Scriptures, not to offend them. The
apostle Paul explained that tact and love
must be used to accomplish this: “And so
to the Jews | became as a Jew, that I
might gain Jews; ... To the weak | be-
came weak, that |1 might gain the weak.
I have become all things to people of all
kinds, that | might by all means save some.
But | do all things for the sake of the
good news, that | may become a sharer of
it with others.” (1 Cor. 9:20-23, Even
though Paul was tactful in his ministry
he was persecuted because he would not
compromise his beliefs for enemies of
truth. He wrote: “In labors more plenti-
fully, in prisons more plentifully, in stripes
to an excess, in near-deaths often. By Jews
I five times received forty strokes less one,
three times | was beaten with rods, once
I was stoned, three times | experienced
shipwreck, a night and a day | have spent
in the deep; in travels often, in dangers
from rivers, in dangers from highwaymen,
in dangers from my own race.” (2 Cor. 11:
23-26,
was mild-tempered, not trusting in carnal
weapons, not returning evil for evil. Rath-
er, he rejoiced to serve as a preacher of
the good news.

VICTORY TO THE PEACEABLE

DThere is a tremendous contrast be-
tween the warfare of the nations and this
right fight of faith. In this battle it is pos-
sible to emerge victorious and with the
crown of life. God does not hold this hope
before us as though it were impossible, but
as something toward which we should
work with hope. We shall attain it if we

16. What is the wise course of life to follow?

NW)Despite such treatment Paul
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have the right mental attitude, a coura-
geous heart and sincere determination to
serve Jehovah in a way that will be pleas-
ing in his sight. It means putting the King-
dom interests first in our life, serving God
in righteousness and with perseverance. We
cannot be pleasing if we try to serve two
masters, building up treasure in the old
world and at the same time keeping one
eye on the new. (2 Tim. 2:4) Such ones
cry out, “Lord, Lord!” but do not produce
the fruits of the Kingdom.

STKWATCHTOWER
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with the peaceable New World society as
they beat their swords into plowshares by
doing the constructive and spiritually up-
building work of preaching. This work will
last right through the end of the present
system under Satan, where conflict is a
“universal law of life,” and those who bene-
fit from it will enjoy life in the peaceful
new world of Jehovah's establishment.
—lsa. 2:2-4.

BThe ministerial work of the New
World society is also described as a great

17  Although condemned by the clergy andharvest. Jesus foresaw that the people of

hindered in the preaching work by many
nations, Jehovah's witnesses continue to
share in the peaceful ministry that Jeho-
vah has commanded through the Scrip-
tures. They recognize the tremendous work
yet to be done in shepherding and gather-
ing together those people of good will who
are Scripturally described as the “other
sheep.” These sheeplike ones have been
scattered and knocked about by false wor-
ship, but now they are being gathered in-
to the one flock under the direction of
Christ as the Good Shepherd. They are
being led to pure waters of refreshing
truth, to green pastures of rich spiritual
food. They learn to recognize the danger
of contaminated water, realizing that the
same spiritual fountain does not give forth
both bitter and sweet water. The Good
Shepherd directs his flock to the stream of
water of life, bubbling forth from the
throne of Jehovah. Rejoicing is seen among
faithful undershepherds on earth over the
return even of one lost or strayed sheep to
these life-giving waters. They eagerly in-
vite others to join them in the nourishing
spiritual food, saying: “Come ye, and let us
go up to the mountain of the Lorq, ... and
he will teach us of his ways, and we will
walk in his paths.” People of all nations
are now accepting this invitation to join

17. (a) Why is the ministry described as a shepherding
work? (b) How is Isaiah 2:2-4 now being fulfilled?

good will would be ripe for ingathering at
this time. More full-time harvesters are
needed to accomplish this tremendous in-
gathering work before Armageddon. This
harvest period is a time of great joy, a hap-
py time. It is a time when we see the
results of our labors and of Jehovah’s bless-
ing upon the work. Shepherding and har-
vesting are both peaceful pursuits and they
well illustrate the activity of true peace-
makers today. It is a constructive work
leading to everlasting life.

POnly a short time yet remains inwhich
this preaching work can be accomplished.
We are living in an interim period of Je-
hovah’s undeserved kindness between the
war in heaven and the final culmination
of the tribulation at the battle of Arma-
geddon. Then, with a warring action by
God, all nations will be swept clean of the
last vestiges of Satan’s world organization,
to make way for the new heavens and new
earth, which will bring blessings to all
the God-fearing survivors. These will then
beautify the earth, building homes for
their families and loved ones, long enjoy-
ing the work of their hands. If it is your
hope to live in such a peaceful and happy
time under the direction of Jehovah as the
eternal Sovereign and Christ Jesus as the
18. In what way is the harvesting of the nations being
accomplished ?

19. How will Jehovah himself establish lasting peace?
Describe the conditions in the new world.
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Prince of Peace, then you must apply now
the remedy that God has prescribed for
this warring, battle-tom world: to love God
with all the heart, mind, soul and strength
and your neighbor as yourself. If you do
that, then you too will enjoy life in the
new world, where the righteous will flour-
ish with an abundance of peace as long as
the moon endures. At that time Christ shall
have dominion from sea to sea and from
the River to the ends of the earth. Those
who will be living then will be the meek
ones, those who now show themselves to
be real peacemakers by announcing the
good news of Jehovah'’s kingdom.
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Taiwan, Okinawa,
Japan

[l T620fm Friday, Jan-

|V|1 Air
Trans;fort ane from Manila,
ane at the alelaj
port, Taiwan. Two graduates of Gilead, the Tai-
wan branch servant and his wife, who them-
selves had just recently arrived on the island b
Iane from Okinawa, "were at the foot of the
AT plane’s steps to give Fred W. Franz a
surprise greeting. A delegation of Philippine
bankerswas arriving with him and so the airport
officials allowed a number of re%orters to meet
the plane at the landing strip. The branch serv-
ant and his wife took advantage of this to get
out there with them to meet one entrusted with
higher interests, the spiritual valuables of God’s
kingdom. They were of instant aid in helping
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be the way that seems right to men, trust-
ing in the nations and armed might as the
only answer, following the uncertain or
misleading guide that false religion has
held before the people? Or do you have
confidence in the Word of Jehovah, that
“of the increase of his government and of
peace there shall be no end”? (lsa. 9:7,
AS) If that is your hope, then you too will
be counted among those of whom Jesus
spoke when he said: “Happy are the peace-
able, since they will be called the ‘sons
of God'.”

20. What Is the hope of the “sons of God” ?
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At once 3 srte the a sem was se ecteI t brother exp aine oclet s Vi e

an the mﬂ]repa}rator wor we or ard resr dent, lglr ran wou Be visiti %
reason 0 shang was unt \y and that ans e n]a

chosen Cenhra a]%eatron was }tat about a con gntron T e overnment offici asked

e

Six_bundre of the witnesses of Jehovah e wan°” Thg%urotngrlvre ranzrclarrtare]rzttlesrwsn_

\é\gﬂthe aﬁ' i 1'?}% re?tfs tQE‘COV,tUg‘RﬁQn%”{ ing all the free countPres of tlr\tﬂe East, Ongthe
; i

ed
Ere

hat come there could be convenient Communrst countrres refuse him entry. Since
oused and fed. the R ePu lic of China is amgng the free na-
No adequate udrtorru was to h] e had in trons know_Mr, Franz will not have any

that area, as weﬂ no elec rrcré |s meant trouble in getting into Taiwan.” The official ex-

muc VEO %Onlrlenre%\cgst\(r)vas oorreet a\r/terc])vg? lained t?ﬁlt alt ortrgh %hej thempﬁrary trestrrc
- tion on the activity of Jehovah’s Witnesses

%1}/3” { ytteent Usigsm i H]W'” ngness 0 could not be lifted rt/ow he was sure we could
weerengultvg A nefr?sse(s)rte g6he assem i %r%s have our assembly. Word concerning that would
o oV £ and transportea | -~ reach the witnesses at Chin Shang. Providen-

persons
tially, about one week before the assembl
ete 'ngﬁg @ S”Pﬁ%eedmgom ete\éwtja ak“%gﬂ wasyscheduled to_ start, permission to hold %

orﬁ % ar& f%r in advancet) rothers  was granted. Nofield actrvrty would be allowed
through their local congre atron% to acilitate in_connection with the assembly, but still the
matters. A an some stage Tesembling a watch-  witnesses of Jehovah could meet in Christian
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ﬁSSOCIatIOHb and alrta of. the food from Je- %atlon t]o Jehovah God throu hJesus Cpns I
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t was a real ho)t to hear. t 9 om trut the movie cto at more

ernP spoken jn the wrrtten A tondue 10 an an hour that e 1im w |na shown

the far Orgu %ncele ich seemed to . cl that n| ht bgl |m

n

puer ving, In ormat ion ﬂt SSIGT AL ﬂn

e (P gwen about Jehovah's New Wor socret film. All thro |s t fe Cro

re urre ents for enteri th and remar- va swrtness 5 an personso

g In it e remembered, ‘yes, it WOU Patlfnt n_their seats. Wonde won ers, a

e regeate memw marB/ an F £rsons w [e 0 and to see tpe
these Ami be levers fof the ene?rtd/fot er owmq of this new_film the ﬁe amon t]e

ife-seeking persons. mountains and under the open s ¥ él'[ |
The evenin pro beaan with a sessron 100, the S ocret VIGe- resrdentha rived in Tal-

of Kin omsg %dag[% I%

cal ro er wan at its capra Taipel up nort
as nd musica mstru 8 It was at evenl cafeterra trﬂte Saturda rtd

natrn e €a Iﬂ
h {hat dC orﬁpanle
? alted

ent at an 0 soun

emeo . gIving an m}troID d accom- ﬁanuarz tattenew ranch serv nta
gangmgﬁ Rm 9 ers ere rom  his wifé and Brother Fﬁanz w(ellefbrou?h a
esmen e no w |tjten welcoming grou P the roa o e rai
son 0K. Te our- ehssem rovide road station” an th oug he nlcezgeconﬂted
| 0 ort nity ort 0learn a nym- entrance onto the _assem ¥> ﬂ r}] g
ero m. songs The rother Ieadrg were Hu rtered at C ﬁ ?] H] rl(

|rbga smg e song through In the  ref res wit a] er oL resh fIs chi
ge Then esec n srn 0, the 'eA\n %n rrce with ¢ opstlo sforeatrn utensr!]s

V |ence w uld take up t son s|n the day ssessronsh resume d

T e nee ed.no, musrc accqQ anrm son con ductor. sang Hnto the mlo(rop
|st o]t errsrngmg ma eavhsr rrea |ze Introduction o No. 1o the songh

alr t et]rut {s top rsoqa ayes P W shtune), and t en the entlre au nce
ara mse ves tﬁe 0 worI t&s ([;hlt up thé song. It was captivatin cgl-
trou . ave come |nto t dena] }oelrresteA to. Thenthe Y]rcep e| dent’s

nSOCIg?}/ VY]G evenrn sprog{am was Inifia tark gan Beside
e

| Inese
maxed by am sslon rY %| ead, f]ster transfated nis w r INto nhln]ese ﬁ
hosoeonteus nssot Bible to the same microphone. The brothe ﬁ er [l
ehovah’s witnesses to artaﬁg%t“grr] ”athc OPn (trtlr?nunre%rr}ie(r)g Chinese
Frida ornrndn g]n arpv 18, the talk on ded- § nto- 4

mto
atio T was resente Of the vast majority 0 E
(Q,an a ﬁsrtot e numbe o nnet{ ine stood  Night  was COn] A fOﬁT ranz Spoke

irmatively answered the questjons put draped in his overcoat but st|II out there
t ge[)n to esdta lis ‘Herr readmes and fitness  In the open with mountains in the far distance
aptized In public testimony of the|r dedi- was an attentive crowd of 2,094. They listened
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f Watch™ Tower omety and w u]rpose _The au ence { en

atz fo it vYéxs now ap roprlatb or g tt|n k, Peace in

Je hswo[ work done eore |me—W was to oon |n the eargafter-
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reS ntation 0 reSO Uthn 08es On an’ge S 0[)t enigst effective mea (ﬁcommu_

the worif 0 mou’tlt as-

tIB"nS o? rothgsro utFonnlnThg]ISnSC|e?§/§ %}lgtnt nicat H i Iled

sembl ar were thrjlled to hear auto -
servan as conventign servant secorids the mo-
t|on The vice- preJ ent now ufs Eh? questl%r} taet'c{\clg ﬁ?o ?rom he B'Le that ew WP ﬁd

In our time.
an unseen audience, and Tfait ut angin coué’s t?treatened a dow ouro ral
ﬂe enveqo mu lciar Hess COMes t Xug W t e%uience sat a tent|vey on t fnc es
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LA TR o i i fia e b
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0sIn
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minutgs, pla |n ngdom songs, tq the ap- ave, |t Wa r¥ LA at these
B¥aus ?tp e - conyentioners, the rotiqers et behind there at§t han Jrere
ranch servant, Paul Jo nston opened the d ays a solid arto t% \ﬁWor somet are
talks with a f|ne _speech on “God’s Kingdom one with us In Jehovah’s worshi serwce

Purposes.” The vice-president’s talk followed ight’s lodging was taken at a Ja anese-
th|spand encouraged them to abide in Jehovah’s sttweg hotel Iorl]g I-ﬁJa\iven and on Monda@ noon
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we seven flew to. Ta| el. Here there w s time But before our lane, gets t oint 0 osite
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0 are LEIVIn SuC ﬁ gess in t
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ers, numberin enty nine two oo en struct e]srtsDarbutsu e Great B
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near are 1
etrt]reeJ %reta\nrgntﬁ%“gegvtve entered the eneﬁal me rlsS ?ral r¥ Itr? e{tl ot dttg 0letea fer thancﬁ
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ICe .or Kondo IS Igéle ez‘ I€rce-

TOKYO AND KYOTO, JAPAN IT]
Shortl beforg Rm Brother Franz and dis- o!}]n% warrior-ima es I tatlons
Hct servant Adri %mpsor] were a am on emons. How er % gr oo |n
the win ours later th e IS surrounded n%l tiful

hout §
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owg ount Fujl or un yama canle to view t)/an evén ate out of the h
t IStance against a hazy evening sky. (To be continued)
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%(f of us visitors.



The Local Church as a Social Club
RITING in the Januar 197 issue of necessartI}/amean thﬁt the profession gas sup-

Theology Toda arr s0Cl anc C ell as 1n"words. And, again
te rgfyes t/ hllOSOqt fat %\&om X f etﬁe souﬁ quJV once tpte entrance re gtre-
ns e e0 t |ver 0 aro- ~ ments for admission are rt]tasse the reguire-
ind s as an F |t r|a om ent |E Lt. ments, for rematnlng within t urc are
r(tiaharmm lel hetween t esoc clu not difficult to .meet: H IS not a
and the local’c urc R talrotgg[C Srrcls It difficult to e a mem er

gf rites Pro essgr Ashbsy “What ar rBe of a
0 t,) needs an mteret that clu “Theels in t elocal church, (fs in a social
Meet: Eirst obvigusty, s, the ee fo soma b.as arlgd V|ewp0|nts aid a minimy
Ws |% The cu S aso J)osses% o Intellectual deman he\tte points share
exc usiye ess and thus eﬂ anc memners usua those ace t leint ec mmunity-
desire Tor status. Sometimes t e entrance re- at ar t least t e 1deas most L%re uent
qhuwements are class or £conomjc; S0 etlmes ex re 5 thtn the chur€7 are not 8%9 é’
eOy are caste or tbam someftmest are dtstur e socjal or. religious or Jtl%
P fessiona or?ob nvartf%ythe ent anc inimum 0 teﬂectua ?nnds ?
Irements of a ‘sqcial club” are exterr]’rl rﬂ fgct thaﬁ oubting, the asﬁ ﬂ fe rp]
an not hﬂ terms of what a person essentta %?sn\tl&] intel ectua %estlons IS not fashion-
b t 06s ngtpto sgsa/eisrtuet pa etaa emrgtn%e 4 zélonve ethlpo ﬁ?frc LrjtrumbeTrQeoI e%u'?t S(l)mtg SXV
8oetshnetc%nhr|¥edls] ectalma teﬁl estatus it . ]tuatlﬁ Ythat sm]gelg(?oudbtttrr]tg rfepre%/elr(tts atthpac of
o faith it is sinful and thérefore like other sins
'é (aa”an a%? ereLgtoug af?%tatlon %“1( % to be suppressed or at least not practiced

n't take much fait e a Knight of ™ gnenly “As"a recent visitor to one universit
LS OF & Mason-— >0 J

i ut it: Tf you go to college for four years
ke Thgsgngtagcgogta”'fe eg‘ﬁe Ofrtlhmeaﬁwfgﬂ_ 1> hnd never 4sk gearchlng rgellglous quesytlons
terna and thev provi e status. he re- L or are never plagued by religious doubts you

uirement 3’ 8 ternal 'In t ah one must % haven't been t0 collége. You've been” to
Brofess a%attﬁ Fore men; but this does not t, church.”

Namtlrnnh

C ertln% in A Protestant Manifesto, Winfred E. Garrison says: “Just how
tangled this complex of power and piety can become is well illustrated by the
career of that same Pius V whose attempt to depose Queen Elizabeth was an im-
portant element in the revolutionary movement which brought on the ‘martyr-
dom’ of some of its underground agents. He had been an officer of the Inquisition
for fifteen years and so zealous that he became Grand Inquisitor before he was
made pope.” In the supreme office he continued his war on dissent and deviation
with every possible, weapon, He strengthened the machinery and stiffened the
rules of the Inquisition, established the Congregation of the Index for systemattc
censorship, hounded hundreds of printers out of Italy, encouraged Philip 11 to
exterminate Protestantism in the Netherlands and applauded the bloody tactics
of the Duke of Alva ordered the extermination of the Huguenots (but died three
months hefore the St Bartholomew’s Day massacre), denounced the emperor’s
compromise with the Lutherans, tried to organize a coalition of the Catholic Ger-
man states for a war of reltgton against the Protestants, and was a Part y to the
pIot to drive Elizabeth from the throne of England. Now he Is a ‘saint’, canonized
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U ANNOUNCEMENTS ~

WATCH TOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY OF
PENNSYLVANIA ANNUAL MEETING OF MEMBERS

This Year October flrle alls on Tuesday an(;
so it will be at ten o'clock In the forenaon o

After reading this issue of

Where a plane showered a town with
leaflets in order to stir up mob violence
against a religious minority? P. 483, Hi.

Whether Christian ordination requires a
special ceremony? P. 485, flI3.

Why a certificate of ordination is unnec-
essary? P. 487, fI5.

What some Jehovah's witnesses cherished
above all else in a Russian concentration
camp? P. 488, fl5.

(X What people lived like eagles? P. 489, fI3.

How the lost city of Petra was found? P.
491, 1f4,
|X Why the peacemakers Jesus mentioned
do not put their faith in armistices? P. 493,
fl.

What the real remedy for the world's ills
is? P. 495, 1f6.
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“The Watchtower”

Octoher 1 1957, that the Waich b
0(5 rracf Societ aof Pgnn a\c/amTowerl Bh[)

|ts fnnua meet] gotﬁce I tej:SSoLeltSXOWIﬁrlch
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“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS

Sep tember 15 Happy Are the Peaceable.

Septem%er % - ] The Fight of Faith of the Peace-

, do you remember

What it is that now unites men from all
nations as a society of peaceable people? P.
497, flI5.

How God’'s servants can be identified to-
day? P. 498, 1fl8.

What is required to continue happy in
God's service? P. 500, flI5.

Why the Bible likens the Christian min-
istry to warfare? P. 501, fl7.

Why the Portuguese called the island of
Taiwan “Formosa"? P. 505, fl3.

What city is called the
pan"? P. 509, fl2.

Why the local church is like a social
club? P. 510, 1B

Why water baptism does not cleanse one
from sins? P. 511, 1f5.

“Venice of Ja-



