e nTioiiTUnng
JEHOVAH'S
FBRUARY 15, 1957 KINGDOM

Semimonthly

HOW JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
VIEW THEIR MINISTRY

RIGHTEOUS WORLD RE-CREATED
©WTBATS

YOU ARE MY WITNESSES,” SAYS JEHOVAH.-Isa.43:12



THE PURPOSE OF

“THE WATCHTOWER?”

Literal towers in Bible times were elevated vantage points from which
watchmen could observe happenings, warn of danger, or announce good

news.

Our magazine figuratively occupies such a vantage point, for it is
founded on the very pinnacle of wisdom, God's Word.

That elevates it

above racial, national and political propagandas and prejudices, frees it from

selfish bias.

It is not bound by any traditional creed, but its message advanc-

es as the light on God’s purposes and works increases.— Habakkuk 2:1-3.

It sees things Scripturally. When

it observes this generation afflicted

with greed, delinquency, hypocrisy, atheism, war, famine, pestilence, perplex-
ity and fear, and persecution of unpopular minorities, it aces not parrot the

old fable about history repeating itself.

Informed by Bible prophecy, it seesin

these things the sign of the world’s time of the end. But with bright hope it
also sees opening up for us just beyond these woes the portals of a new world.

Thus viewed,

“The Watchtower”

stands as a watchman atop a tower,

alert to what is going on, awake to note signs of danger, faithful to point out
the way of escape, ft announces Jehovah's kingdom established by Christ’s
enthronement in heaven, feeds his kingdom joint-heirs with spiritual food,
cheers men of good will with glorious prospects of eternal life in a paradise
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Jesus over a hand-washing custom,
but so inaccurate that they rejected
him as the Messiah! It was through

SHOULD A contact with the apostles and disci-

RELIGION ple_s, not through the established re-
ligious leaders, that the people

COME TO learned the truth. The same is true
today.—Matt. 15:1-3.

|JCtUJ| Religious leaders today, like those
in Jesus’ time, are concerned with

DOOR?

OUSE-to-house discussion of

ULl gion seems strange to many people

today, but it would not seem strange to
Jesus or to his apostles. How do we know
that it would not seem strange to them?
Because both Jesus and the apostles used
this method, teaching in every way pos-
sible.

The Scripture says of the apostles:
“Every day in the temple and from house
to house they continued without letup
teaching and declaring the good news
about the Christ, Jesus.” Paul said: “I
did not hold back from telling you any of
the things that were profitable nor from
teaching you publicly and from house to
house.”—Acts 5:42; 20:20, NW.

Why did first-century Christians go di-
rectly to the homes of the people? They
went there to preach the truth. How else
would the people hear? Certainly not from
their religious leaders who were so con-
cerned with tradition that they attacked

9

their traditions, with social prob-

lems, with political issues and with
a'qeqiit_ant rituals, but their people still do
not know the truth. The Bible, which they
are supposed to teach, is the most popular,
though often the least-read book. In many
lands almost every home has a Bible, but
relatively few people have a real knowledge
of what it teaches or how it applies today.

The urgency mounts. Even people who
go to church are not really getting the
truth, and many other people have been
turned away by religion’s present empha-
sis on philosophy, sociology and psychology
instead of on sound doctrine. How are
these persons to be reached? The way
Jesus and the apostles reached such per-
sons—by going to their homes, to their
places of business and out into the busy
thoroughfares.

Over a half-million persons do this to-
day. More take this activity up all the time.
Their purpose is to aid you. They want to
come face to face with everyone who will
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listen to sound doctrine. They point to
the difference between what is taught in
today’s churches and what the Bible really
says. In doing this they are obeying God.
They are following Jesus’ command that
“this good news of the kingdom will be
preached in all the inhabited earth for the
purpose of a witness to all the nations,
and then the accomplished end will come.”
—Matt. 24:14, NW.

This is a proper work. It is at the very

HE Bible is the only Book authored

by God. It contains God’s thoughts.
We need to get these thoughts to gain
everlasting life. Since there is more to get-
ting God’s thoughts than running the eyes
across lines of print, we m ust
understand what we read. Not
only that but we must under-
stand God's thoughts the way
he wants us to understand
them. So we ought to read
the Bible, then, to understand
it God's way. Do you?

One way to tell whether
you are reading God's Word
to understand it is to an-
swer two questions. What

"Above all

SHeWATCHTOWER.

wisdom; whatever
else you get, get un-

derstanding,” com-
mands God’s Word, the

Bible. How can you
apply this counsel

your Bible reading?

N. Y.

Brooklyn,

foundation of Christianity. It is something
all Christians should be doing. And what
should you do when someone comes to your
door with Bible truth? Will you listen?
Will you let him show you how the Bible
really does apply to our day and why it
is so important that he will take his own
time to bring this message to you? Since
this work is commanded by God, it most
certainly would be a wise thing for all
persons to do so.

translation of the Bible do you generally
use for Bible study? Why do you use it
—because you know it is among the most
helpful in making God’s Word understand-
able, or just because you have long been
accustomed to using it?
Readers of the most widely
used English translation of
the Bible, the James
Version, often find that they
stick to this translation be-
cause they are familiar with
it and unfamiliar with modern
translations. They prefer the
beautiful Shakespearean lan-
guage, perhaps, and do not
want to see it changed.

things get

to
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Though unknowingly, they may read the
Bible more for its literary effect than
for understanding. Or they may feel that
a Bible must be authorized by a religious
organization or a religious monarch to be
authoritative. But in The Watchtower of
February 1,1957, we learned in the article
“Do You Know the
that there is no sound basis for any Chris-
tian to believe that the King James Ver-
sion or any other translation is the exclu-
sive version of the Bible’s Author. Since
the Bible was written originally in Hebrew,
Aramaic and Greek, translation into to-
day’s languages is necessary. Thus we have
seen in the past few years many modern
translations of the Bible.

But what of the King James translation,
the Bible most English-speaking people
use? This version was published in 1611.
That was over three hundred years ago.
For the people of that time that version’s
language was modem and up to date. But
language changes. As a result readers of
the Authorized Version today often fail
to understand what they read; all too
frequently they misunderstand God's
thoughts. Do you know how serious this is?

LANGUAGE CHANGES BECLOUD
UNDERSTANDING

Since King James’ day hundreds of Eng-
lish words have changed in meaning or
have taken on new meanings. These words,
when read in the Authorized
usually becloud the modem reader’s under-
standing, though the reader of three hun-
dred years ago readily understood them
the right way. How befogging are language
changes to understanding? A few examples
will prove enlightening.

Today the word “conversation” means
an exchange of thoughts by talking. So
modem readers may think they under-
stand the apostle Paul’s counsel to Chris-
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tian wives as the King James Version ren-
ders it: “Ye wives, be in subjection to your
own husbands; that, if any obey not the
word, they also may without the word be
won by the conversation of the wives;
while they behold your chaste conversa-
tion coupled with fear.” Now what does

KinJatmissmean? Does it mean that conversation,

as we understand it, is the principal means
by which a Christian wife can win over
an unbelieving husband? And must a
Christian wife fear her husband?

Now where can we go for enlighten-
ment? We think we know what the word
“conversation” and the word “fear” mean
so we may accept a wrong understanding.
How so? Because the word “conversation”
meant something different three hundred
years ago. But now if we go to a modern
translation of the Bible, such as the New
World Translation, we get the right un-
derstanding: “You wives, be in subjec-
tion to your own husbands, in order that,
if any are not obedient to the word, they
may be won without a word through the
conduct of their wives, because of having
been eyewitnesses of your chaste conduct
together with deep respect.”—1 Pet. 3:1,2.

What a difference! It is principally a
wife’s right conduct that may win over
an unbelieving husband, and it is not fear
but deep respect that a Christian wife
should show toward her husband. A mod-
em translation has dispelled the fog cre-
ated by language change, and the sun of
understanding has beamed on our mind.

Read now the Scripture in the King
James Version at 1 Corinthians 10:24, 25:
“Let no man seek his own, but every man
another’s wealth. Whatsoever is sold in
the shambles, that eat.” The modem read-
er might well ask: What does it mean to
seek another man’s wealth? And what is
the shambles; what kind of food is bought
at a shambles? The clear language of a
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modem Bible translation penetrates the
foggy barrier to understanding by render-
ing it: “Let each one keep seeking, not his
own advantage, but that of the other per-
son. Everything that is sold in a meat mar-
ket keep eating.”
We are not to seek another’s gold or silver
but rather to do that which will bring
him advantage. And the “shambles” is
merely a meat market.

What do you think of the word “ad-
dicted” ? Does it not suggest slavishly fol-
lowing a habit, usually a bad one? But
three hundred years ago the word did not
have this bad connotation. So when we
read the KingJames Version at
thians 16:15, “They have addicted them-
selves to the ministry of the saints,” it
causes us to wonder. Is this good or bad?
The New World Translation makes itclear:
“They set themselves to minister to the
holy ones”; a commendable thing.

Some words often used in the King
James Version have been buried by a
landslide of new meanings so that their
original meaning is lost sight of. Take,
for example, the word “grace.” It fre-
quently appears in the Authorized Ver-
sion. What do you think it means? It
means many things today. It may mean
beauty of form or manner, pleasing or
agreeable quality, good will, mercy, al-
lowance of time, virtue or excellence and
even other things. So when the apostle
said, “By the grace of God | am what |
am,” what did he mean? The New World
Translation avoids beclouding the reader’s
mind by rendering this scripture: “By
God’'s undeserved kindness I am what |
am.” “Undeserved kindness” is the Bible
meaning here. The word “grace,” which
can mean so many things, obscures the
correct thought—1 Cor. 15:10, NW.

Some other words used by the King

James translators are not even used today.
When we encounter these our rate of un-
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derstanding may slow down to a snail's
pace. Worse than that, it is like running
a race blindfolded; you will stumble and
fall. So mentally a reader of the King
James Version may stumble and fall when

(NWHdw eteanmi@rd obsolete words. Says God's

prophet at Jeremiah 4:22: “They are sot-
tish children.” What kind of children are
these? A modem translation clears the
wreckage of an obsolete word out of our
pathway of understanding: “They are stu-
pid children.”
understanding in the King James Version
is the word “overcharge.” What does the
phrase “that I may not overcharge you

1 @Brimean? The obstacle to understanding
is removed by the New World Translation,
it reading: “not to be too harsh in what
| say.”—2 Cor. 2:5, NW.

DISTORTING GOD’S WORD

Language change can distort God’s
Word if we use a Bible that is not up to
date. These distortions either give a read-
er an entirely wrong idea or may cause
him, in despair, to give up trying to under-
stand at all. Take, for example, Jesus’
words at Matthew 11:12 according to the
King James Version: “From the days of
John the Baptist until now the kingdom
of heaven suffereth violence, and the vio-
lent take it by force.” Will God allow one
to attain his kingdom by violent means?
How unthinkable! But what is the right
understanding? A modem translation re-
moves the distortion: “From the days of
John the Baptist until now the kingdom
of the heavens is the goal toward which
men press, and those pressing forward are
seizing it.”—NW.

The change in meaning over the years
of the word “prevent” leads to serious
confusion in the minds of those who rely
solely on the King James Version. Thus
at 1 Thessalonians 4:15 this version reads:
“We which are alive and remain unto the

(R8)A roadblock
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coming of the Lord shall not prevent them
which are asleep.” How can the living in
any way prevent the dead from being
resurrected? No, the meaning is distorted
by the modem reader’'s understanding of
the word “prevent.” So the World
Translation illuminates our understand-
ing: “We the living who survive to the
presence of the Lord shall in no way pre-
cede those who have fallen asleep in death.”
Now what happens to understanding when
a reader of the King James Version has
no modem translation and does not know
that the word “prevent” used to mean
“precede”? He is confronted with an ab-
surd situation, and God's Word appears
distorted.

What do you think of a person who is
“poor in spirit”? Perhaps you think he
lacks energy, vitality, determination or
will power. Now Jesus said, according to
the King James Version, “Blessed are the
poor in spirit.” These are very important
words spoken by the Master; we need to
understand them correctly. Does the read-
er of the Authorized Version understand
correctly? It is most unlikely, for the true
thought expressed by Jesus is, as a modern
translation correctly renders it: “Happy
are those who are conscious of their spirit-
ual need.” (Matt. 5:3, NW) That is a
vastly different thought from that which
readers of the King James Version usually
get. One who is conscious of his spiritual
need craves an understanding of God's
Word; he does something about it. He
takes definite steps to take in God's Word
and to understand it. Such a person is
definitely not weak-willed!

OPPOSITE FROM THE TRUTH
Sometimes words change so much that
they take on a meaning entirely opposite
from that which they once had. When this
happens to words in the King James trans-
lation the reader gets just the opposite

f&eWATCHTOWER.
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from the truth; he gets wrong understand-
ing. How would you understand, for in-
stance, the word “let”? Today it means
“allow.” So you can imagine how today’s
reader will understand this scripture in
the Authorized Version: “The mystery of
iniquity doth already work: only he who
now letteth will let, until he be taken out
of the way. And then shall that Wicked
be revealed.” Does this mean that the
apostles of Christ, when still alive, allowed
lawless, apostate Christians to come into
and remain in the Christian congregation?

No, just the opposite is meant, as the
New World Translation shows: “The mys-
tery of this lawlessness is already at work;
but only till he who is right now acting
as a restraint gets to be out of the way.
Then, indeed, the lawless one will be re-
vealed.”—2 Thess. 2:7, 8, NW.

This, then, is the crux of the matter:
In the days of King James the word “let”
meant hinder, just the opposite of what
it means today. The apostles did not allow
apostate Christians to flourish within the
congregation. On the contrary the apos-
tles acted as a restraint to spiritual law-
lessness as long as they were living. After
their death the lawless, false Christians
would begin to flourish.

When a change in the meaning of a word
dresses up falsehood in the garb of truth,
the matter is indeed serious. Yet this is
what happens. For example, a Christian’s
understanding of the doctrine of the res-
urrection may be just the opposite of the
truth if he uses only a Bible translation
made some three hundred years ago. Thus
the user of the King James Version reads
Jesus’ words about the resurrection this
way: “The hour is coming, in the which
all that are in the graves shall hear his
voice, and shall come forth; they that
have done good, unto the resurrection of
life; and they that have done evil, unto
the resurrection of damnation.” The word
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tion. This may result in people’s believing _ _
that there will be a resurrection of people 2'®9'n9 proving by references Acts 17:3

ho did evil things just for the purpose " at once Mark 1:30
who . gs ) . purp barbarous foreign-speaking Acts 28:2
of condemning them. But that is false doc- people
trine. Also false doctrine is the belief that centurion army officer Acts 10:22
all evil persons will come back in this charger plate Matt. 1411
resurrection. How do we know? charity love 1 Cor. 1313

N A cheek teeth fangs (RS) Joel 1:6

A modem Bible translation sets the mat- confectionaries ointment mixers 1 Sam. 8:13
ter straight, giving us the right under- divers places in one place after Matt. 247
standing of Jesus’ words: “The hour is another
coming in which all those in the memorial :’”"Tke” T_“ff'c(';gt)'y fed i Coi'z 1121

. . - easin 1es S. N
tombs will hear his voice and come out, momfgy put to death Rom. 813
those who did QOOd thlﬂgS to aresurrection outlandish women foreign wives Neh. 13:26
of life, those who practiced vile things to  publican tax collector Matt. 10:3
a resurrection of judgment.” (John 5:28, sons of Belial scoundrels 1 Sam. 2:12
29, NW) So it is not a resurrection of sod pottage was ttJOI|Ing up some Gen. 25:29
. stew
condemnation at all. Rather, these persons _ .. et Mark 10:14
\_Nlll be JUdged by thEIF future_ deeds QUr— take no thought do not become anxious Matt. 10:19
ing the 1,000-year reign of Christ the King. turtle turtledove (RS) S. of So. 2:12
And those who come back are not all the unicorn wild bull Num. 23:22
persons who ever lived that did vile things “ned at overlooked Acts 17:30
) « A do you to wit let you know 2 Cor. 81

but only those who are in the “memorial | tteth not does not Know Gen. 39:8

tombs,” in God’'s memory.

Another example of changing words’
giving us an opposite meaning today is
found at Luke 21:9. This pertains to Jesus’
vital prophecy concerning the sign of the
last days of this evil world. According to
the
things must first come to pass; but the
end is not by and by.” But “by and by”
today suggests some uncertain future time.
Yet Jesus really said, as the New World
Translation puts it: “These things must
occur first, but the accomplished end does
not occur immediately.”

Space does not allow further discussion
of how language in the King James Ver-
sion beclouds understanding, but here is
a list of a few more examples, together
with the word or phrase used by a modem
translation to enable us to get the thought
God wants us to get.

* New World Translation unless otherwise marked

Understanding God's Word is the thing
of supreme importance. Long usage, fa-
miliarity with certain passages, senti-
mentality and musical language—these
ought not, in the judgment of any think-

KingJames Version Jesus said: “Thesgng Christian, overshadow clearness of

meaning. Truth or error, clarity or ob-
scurity, understanding or misunderstand-
ing—these are the considerations. Which
will it be for you? God commands: “Get
understanding.”—Prov. 4:7.

So if you have been using only the King
James Version of the Bible, take steps to
obtain a translation that will bring God'’s
thoughts to you in the most understandable
form. Investigate the New World Trans-
lation. Allow Jehovah’s witnesses to show
it to you, which they will be glad to do.
Above all, make progress toward a goal
all Christians must reach: Read the Bible
to understand it!



RUE Christianity has never been

popular with the majority. To the
clergy of the first century Jesus was an
unwanted intruder in the religious field.
His uncompromising declaration of the
truth exposed as disapproved by God their
hypocritical self-righteousness and tradi-
tions of men. (Matt. 15:1-9; 23:1-39) Jesus
taught the worship of the only true God
and without hesitation said that His Word
is the truth. (John 17:3, 17) That meant
that the gods of the nations and even con-
trary teachings wrongly preached by the
clergy in the name of God were false and
misleading. Since Jesus was right, they
were wrong! That hard truth hurt.

Even the political realm was not pleased
at the appearance of one they were told
was destined to be “king of the Jews,” and
when Herod learned of his birth from the
“wise men” he launched a demon-inspired
campaign to have him killed. It failed. But
years later Governor Pilate yielded to the
demands of the religious Pharisees and had
Christ put to death as if he were a sedi-
tious lawbreaker.—John 19:12-16.

Real Christians have followed the ex-
emplary course of the Son of God, and just
as Jesus gave his exclusive devotion to
Jehovah and without hesitation advocated
such worship as the only right religion, so
his followers have firmly followed in his
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steps. The apostle John echoed
that same surety when he
said: “We know we originate
with God, but the whole world
is lying in the power of the
wicked one.” (1 John 5:19,
NW)But just as
did not like that attitude on
file part of Christ, they did
not smile with approval on the
course of John. He was exiled
to the island of Patmos by

Emperor Domitian.
Especially were the leaders
of the Jewish religious hierarchy and their
adherents enraged against the Christians.
They had already entered into an abomina-
ble alliance with pagan Rome to put Christ
to death. Thereafter as the number of fol-
lowers of Christ became even more promi-
nent from Pentecost on and more left be-
hind the religion of Judaism to embrace
the teachings of Christ, their hatred con-

tinued unabated.

Stephen was murdered. “Saul, still
breathing threat and murder against the
disciples of the Lord, went to the high
priest and asked him for letters to the
synagogues in Damascus, in order that he
might bring bound to Jerusalem all those
he found who belonged to the Way, both
men and women.” (Acts 9:1, 2, He
gives us the reason why he persecuted the
Christians, saying: “l kept on persecuting
the congregation of God and devastating
it, and | was making greater progress in
Judaism than many of my own age in my
race, as | was far more zealous for the
traditions of my fathers.” (Gal. 1:13, 14,
NW) Then when Saul himself became a
Christian, the one-time persecutor became
the one persecuted.

So not only the pagans of Rome, but also
the very religious Jews, joined hands in
common hatred of the Christians. The
thought is even set forth by some histo-

the world
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rians that Poppaea, wife of infamous Nero,
was at least a convert to Judaism and so
was responsible in some measure for
egging him on in his demonized persecu-
tion of the Christians.

As expressed in one book: “To the pa-
gans Christianity was but a religious ex-
travagance—contemptible, indeed, but oth-
erwise insignificant. To the Jews, on the
other hand, it was an object of hatred,
. . . Christianity was hateful to the Jews
on every ground. It nullified their law. It
liberated all Gentiles from the heavy yoke
of that law, without thereby putting them
on a lower level. ... It was, as it were,
a fatal revolt and schism from within,
more dangerous than any assault from
without. And, worse than all, it was by
the Gentiles confounded with Judaism
which was its bitterest antagonist.” 1

Another history adds: “The true cause
of this hostility was undoubtedly the envy
of the Jewish priests and doctors, and
their fear of losing their personal advan-
tages if Christianity prevailed. No less
cruelty was shown to the innocent disci-
ples of Christ by those Jews who lived out
of Palestine, in the Roman provinces. It
appears from the Acts of the Apostles and
from other credible records that they
spared no pains to instigate the magis-
trates and the populace to destroy the
Christians. To cloak this base procedure
under an honourable garb, they gave out
that the Christians had treasonable de-
signs against the Roman government; that
they acknowledged as their king one Jesus
a malefactor, whom Pilate had most justly
punished with death.”2

PERSECUTED BY ROMANS

Are we now to conclude that the perse-
cution of Christians in the early centuries
of the Christian era was solely opposition
by the Jews? To do so would be to consider
only part of the picture that the facts pre-
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sent. A “principal cause of the Roman hos-
tility to Christianity was, that the Chris-
tian worship had nothing of what was com-
mon to other religions. For the Christians
had no sacrifices, no temples, no statues,
no oracles, no order of priests; and the in-
considerate multitude deemed those who
were without these, to be destitute of all
religion; and by the Roman laws, those
who seemed to deny the Deity or the na-
tional gods were regarded as the pests of
human society.”3

To the Romans, whose religion included
offering of incense to the emperor, worship
was closely associated with government.
For that reason, refusal on the part of the
Christians to participate in these pagan
ceremonies was interpreted as unpatriotic.
The unchanging determination on the part
of the Christians to maintain their wor-
ship exclusively for God drew the fire of
the Roman world. The claim by the Chris-
tians that their course was right branded
the Roman world as wrong before God as
much as it did Judaism, and they did
not like it.

Consequently it became a special objec-
tive of the judges, not to put them to death,
but to force them to renounce the Chris-
tian faith. “If they consented to cast a few
grains of incense upon the altar, they were
dismissed from the tribunal in safety and
with applause.”41f they refused to recant,
even though no fault could be found ex-
cept as regards their faith, they were often
punished with death. “Whatever,” says
Pliny, “may be the principle of their con-
duct, their inflexible obstinacy, appeared
deserving of punishment.”®

The Roman world pursued pleasure with
unusual eagerness. Not only were they lav-
ish in their religious ceremonies, but they
constructed vast arenas for recreation,
featuring prominently gory gladiatorial
combat. Christians found such wanton vio-
lation of God’'s law regarding the sanctity
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of blood repugnant and so refused to at-
tend. “Because they hated the wickedness
of the world, with its ruthless games and
hideous idolatries, they were accused of
hatred of the whole human race.”6 And
this brought increased persecution, not
only from the official world, but from the
populace as well.

Modern-day witnesses of Jehovah have
found themselves in a similar position.
Although they do good to their neighbors
and spread a message of love, persecution
and hatred are heaped upon them in all
parts of the world. While they are neutral
as to the affairs of the world, the world
interprets it as hatred of mankind. When
they quote the Word of God as authorita-
tive and setting the only valid standard for
acceptable worship, they are considered
narrow. Since they will not set aside Chris-
tian standards for worldly pleasure, they
are labeled kill-joys. And when they will
not prostitute Christian principle in the
name of expediency when the world de-
mands it, they are considered obstinate
even as early Christians were.

The course of faithfulness on the part of
these witnesses stands as a condemnation
of the professing Christians who fail to live
up to the high standards of God's Word,
and they do not like it any more than did
the ancient Jews or Romans. By every
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means, subtle inducement and, when it
fails, violent coercion, they seek to force
a compromise. But can a Christian com-
promise?

To those unstable in their faith Jesus
says: “l know your deeds, that you are
neither cold nor hot. | wish you were cold
or else hot. So, because you are lukewarm
and neither hot nor cold, I am going to
vomit you out of my mouth.” (Rev. 3:15,

16, NW)In his sermon on the mount Jesus

warned against the broad road of compro-
mise for those who want life in the new
world when he said: “Go in through the
narrow gate; because broad and spacious
is the road leading off into destruction, and
many are the ones going in through it;
whereas narrow is the gate and cramped
the road leading off into life, and few are
the ones finding it.”—Matt. 7:13, 14,

So if you know the way that God’s Word
shows to be right, be wise, do not compro-
mise. “Keep your senses, be watchful. Your
adversary, the Devil, walks about like a
roaring lion, seeking to devour someone.
But take your stand against him, solid in
the faith.”—1 Pet. 5:8, 9, NW.
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C. When an article in The Watchtower not long ago stated that persons were put to
death for doubting the trinity more than one reader inquired about this. Of course,
medieval history tells of countless thousands of Jews being put to death for refusing
to accept the trinity. And especially noted is the case of Servetus, whom Calvin had
slowly roasted to death at the stake for his denial of the trinity.

C. But it is not necessary to go back so far, for there was an Act passed April 21,
1649, in the state of Maryland, or rather the colony of Maryland, which among other
things stated: “By this Law, (1) Blasphemy against God, denying our Saviour Jesus
Christ to be the Son of God, or denying the Holy Trinity, or the Godhead of any of
the three persons, etc., was to be punished with death, and confiscation of lands and
goods to the Lord Proprietary.” Yes, there was a time on the American continent,
not just in medieval Europe, when to deny the trinity meant death.
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UJF CATHOLICS Were Like This!” Thus
1 Roman Catholic Elly Rodriguez G. began
her column “Human Profiles™ in the Nuestro
Diario, a large daily of Guatemala City. She
described Watch Tower missionaries who
place the Spanish edition of The Watchtower,
La Atalaya, on the streets of her city:
H “More than once those who live in the capi-
tal have had the opportunity to observe the
propagandists of the magazine La Atalaya.
Some have not only observed. Admirers of the
beauty of some of the American girls who
offer this publication go over to buy the maga-
zine from them, knowing beforehand that
they are not going to read it. These sellers are
quaint. They are quaint because to us, chil-
dren of these indolent lands, the public ex-
pression of our faith seems extraordinary. On
the other hand these girls take their places
on Sixth and offer the publication with real
stoicism.
C, “It can easily be noted that they have faith.
An immense, serene and firm faith that makes
them defy public opinion, that is convinced
that the word they preach is the true one;
absolutely sure that the magazine that assem-
bles the thoughts of the values of their re-
ligion is good in addition to being the expres-
sion of a creed. They feel that way about it
and have been organized for the fight, con-
quest and sacrifice. Sacrifice of the intimate
personality and of self-interest in favor of
the group to which they belong.
C.“The task they carry out is not limited to
this. They go from house to house preaching,
offering with real tenacity all the publications
they publish. It is the attitude, the per-
sonality, the fidelity of these adept ones that
has made me think about the timorous and
false conscience of Catholics. . . .
C,“We lack moral integrity. The courage to
face the enemy is totally lacking in us. We
are not capable of defending our religion.
We are not capable because of ignorance—
oh, the ignorance of Catholics!l—and not
capable because of human respect or rather
because of a fainthearted spirit. Let us go
even further: in certain circles more or less
antireligious we even deny to our shame the
faith that we inherited and, if we do not deny
it, we are conquered by any upstart that
might have learned a few arguments against
religion.
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C.“In a personal way we give the very mini-
mum expression to our creed: Sunday mass,
participation in the most elegant procession
of Holy Week, a few special devotions, mini-
mum alms without Christian spirit and—we
have gained Paradise! Nothing more. This is
enough to convince us that we are destined
to eternal blessing. Spiritual aspirations. An
intimate desire to excel; interest in instruct-
ing ourselves, in learning what the faith is
that we confess, desire to sacrifice, giving of
ourselves, are meaningless, lacking signifi-
cance in the comfortable and false life that
we are accustomed to living. . . .

C. “Never will the Catholic press prosper
among us. For two reasons: One, because
those who can are, because of greediness, not
capable of giving it help. The other reason
is that the ones who compose it have confused,
in the misrepresentation of values that reigns
in the world, what the Catholic press really
is with the little parochial or vestry leaflets.
It is believed that to defend the faith of Jesus
Christ is to publish the Santoral [collection
of lives of the saints], birthdays of the rever-
ends, the circular, the prohibitive censorship
of shows that awakens desires to see exactly
what is prohibited. Shoddiness, bigotry, over-
sentimentality, narrow-mindedness, moral lim-
itations, intellectual poverty and irremedial
boredom is what is found in the publications
among us that carry the Catholic seal. There-
fore they do not prosper. That is why they do
not even interest Catholics, much less are they
able to approach those who are outside of the
Church.

C. “If only Catholics were like this!—Like the
Protestants, like those who sell La Atalaya,
like the fighters of other religions, like all

& those who have not made of faith the personal
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and selfish worship that we practice.

C.“If we would abandon this useless burden
of worldly interests, of absurd selfishness, of
moral negativity; if we would remedy the spir-
itual ignorance that overwhelms us; if we
would learn to be, at the end of twenty cen-
turies, observant Catholics, followers of the
doctrine of Jesus Christ, the fate of Catholi-
cism, whose failure alarms and fills the pres-
ent world with anguish, would be different.”
C.And all the foregoing written by a columnist
who says: “l am a Catholic, and because of
that I know what and where the Truth is.”



SPECTATOR sat viewing the mo-
tion picture “The Happiness of the
ew World Society”

produced by Gb@ formed the first “world”

Renewing the face of
the earth is accomplished
by a regeneration or re-
creation of an orderly
arrangement of intelli-
gent creatures, all work-
ing together in unity for
the accomplishment of
God’s purpose toward the
earth. Such an orderly
arrangement or organi-
zation once existed. Its
presiding officer was an
invisible, spirit son of
God. Its visible part was
composed of the first two

humans, named Adam and Eve. This asso-
ciation of invisible and visible children of

( :

atch Tower Bible and Tract Societ§rekk). It had a specific assignment from
Pennsylvania. The happy people andthReUniversal Sovereign to attend to in-

colorful scenes of nature appearing on the
screen stirred within him a longing to see
the whole earth radiant with such beauty
and with peaceful men enjoying it to the
full. How could it ever come about?

As if sensing the unspoken question, the
film narrator continued his cheerful re-
marks. “The perfect conditions that man
lost at the time of the original rebellion
will be renewed. The paradise conditions
of the garden of Eden will be restored. All
wickedness will have been destroyed. All
the results of Satan’s rebellion will be
gone.”

The Bible gives full support to the
statements of the narrator. Paradise will
be restored, not by the destruction of the
earth, but by the renewal of the face of
the earth. Not by puny man'’s power will
this be done but by the unlimited power
of earth’s original Creator, Jehovah God.
Of him it is written: “Thou sendest forth
thy spirit, they are created: and thou
renewest the face of the earth.”—Ps.
104:30.
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terests on the earth. The members were
not to interfere in interests pertaining to
other parts of the vast creation of Jeho-
vah. The earth was their field of activity
and they were to remain in subjection to
their Sovereign Lord, Jehovah.

God’s purpose concerning the earth was
stated in very simple language to the first
humans. He said: “Be fruitful and become
many and fill the earth and subdue it, and
have in subjection the fish of the sea and
the flying creatures of the heavens and
every living creature that is creeping upon
the earth.” Humans were to bring forth
their own kind by marriage and childbear-
ing until there would be enough of them
to take care of all interests on the earth
comfortably. Under the supervision of the
invisible “heavens” the visible human so-
ciety or “earth” was to accomplish God's
purpose.—Gen. 1: 28, NW.

One important quality was required of
each member of that first world, the quali-
ty of obedience. Disobedience would not
be tolerated. It would result in death.
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Only obedient creatures were to be used
in the accomplishment of God’'s purpose
for the earth. A token of obedience was
required immediately of the first human
pair. They were strictly warned to avoid
eating of “the tree of the knowledge of
good and bad.”—Gen. 2: 17, NW.

The invisible presiding officer of that
first world was the first to disqualify him-
self. Ambitiously he sought to interfere
with interests not assigned to him, even
daring to hope that he could take over
the position of Almighty God. The evi-
dence of his rebellion soon came to light.
In quick succession this rebel induced
Adam and Eve to side with him by telling
her the first lie, that there is no death
for disobedience to God, and subtly stirring
up selfishness in their hearts. They ate
the forbidden fruit, failed to render the
proper token of obedience and thereby
disqualified themselves from any further
position of trust. Thus the entire first
world became corrupt.—Gen. 3: 4-6.

Jehovah God acted quickly. He pro-
nounced the doom of those rebels and dis-
fellowshiped them from his universal
family. They could start and operate a
wicked world of their own, but with the
sure knowledge that it too was doomed
from its very beginning. The “seed” pr off-
spring of God’s “woman” or faithful uni-
versal organization in the heavens would
in due time destroy all wickedness and
restore the righteous world that God orig-
inally purposed for the good of the earth
and the vindication of his Word and name.
—Gen. 3: 15.

INVISIBLE PART OF RIGHTEOUS W