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THE PURPOSE OF “THE WATCHTOWER?”

Literal towers in Bible times were elevated vantage points from which
watchmen could observe happenings, warn of danger, or announce good
news. Our magazine figuratively occupies such a vantage point, for it is
founded on the very pinnacle of wisdom, God’s Word. That elevates it
above racial, national and political propagandas and prejudices, frees it from
selfish bias. It is not bound by any traditional creed, but its message advanc-
es as the light on God’s purposes and works increases. — Habakkuk 2:1-3.

It sees things Scripturally. When it observes this generation afflicted
with greed, delinquency, hypocrisy, atheism, war, famine, pestilence, perplex-
ity and fear, and persecution of unpopular minorities, it does not parrot the
old fable about history repeating itself. Informed by Bible prophecy, it seesin
these things the sign of the world’s time of the end. But with bright hope it
also sees opening up for us just beyond these woes the portals of a new world.

Thus viewed, “The Watchtower” stands as a watchman atop a tower,
alert to what is going on, awake to note signs of danger, faithful to point out
the way of escape. 1t announces Jehovah’s kingdom established by Christ’s
enthronement in heaven, feeds his kingdom joint-heirs with spiritual food,
cheers men of good will with glorious prospects of eternal life in a paradise
earth, comforts us with the resurrection promise for the dead.

It is not dogmatic, but has a confident ring in its voice, because it is based
on God’'s Word. It does not privately interpret prophecy, but calls attention
to physical facts, sets them alongside prophecy, and you see for yourself how
well the two match, how accurately Jehovah interprets his own prophecy.
In the interests of our salvation, it keeps sharp and faithful focus on Bible
truth, and views religious news generally.

‘Be watchful in these perilous times,* God admonishes. So keep on the
watch by regularly reading “The Watchtower”.
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ESUS said to his disciples: “If anyone

wants to come after me, let him dis-
own himself and pick up his torture stake
and follow me continually. For whoever
wants to save his life will lose it; but who-
ever loses his life for my sake will find it.
For what benefit will it be to a man if he
gains the whole world but forfeits his life?
or what will a man give in exchange for
his life?”—Matt. 16:24-26, margin.

How many persons disown themselves
by dedicating their lives to God? To Chris-
tians the apostle Paul wrote: “You do not
belong to yourselves, for you were bought
with a price.” And again: “You were
bought with a price; stop becoming slaves
of men.” How many who claim to be Chris-
tian disown themselves to be a slave of
God? Do very many give up their pleasures
and desires and turn themselves over to
God for the doing of his will, as Christ
Jesus did? Do many follow in the footsteps
of Jesus, disowning themselves continually
to follow Jesus continually? Very few

67

YATTTZO ZITT .ciria

JEHOVAH’S
KINGDOM

February 1, 1957 Number 3

really do that. There may be a rush to join
churches in Christendom, but there is no
rush to disown themselves.—1 Cor. 6:19,
20; 7:23, NW.

To be a slave of God can be dangerous.
It will bring on persecution. It may mean
your death, just as it did for Jesus. But to
lose this short life because of faithfulness
to Jehovah will enable you to find ever-
lasting life. However, those who try hard
to save this life, never endangering it in
Jehovah's service, will lose it because of
their unfaithfulness. It is the ones who
jeopardize their lives and everything else,
who withhold nothing, that will gain eter-
nal life in the new world of righteousness.

Do you want riches, wealth, position,
comforts? Maybe you gain everything, all
that this world has to offer in the way of
material benefits and fleshly pleasures. Yet
what will it benefit you if in gaining these
things you lose your life, because you neg-
lected Jehovah's service? How can you con-
tinue to enjoy what you have acquired, if
your life slips from you? Your fine home
will not fit in your coffin, your shiny car
will not follow you to your grave, you can-
not watch television there.

“What will a man give in exchange for
his life?” Everything, you say. But how
many give everything? How many give
anything? How many have any time for



68 SfieWATCHTOWER

God, to study his Word, to practice its
principles when it inconveniences them?
How many give up their will to do God'’s
will? How many disown themselves, really?
Very very few, comparatively speaking.
Right now instead of giving everything for
their life they give nothing.

It is not a question of what will you give
to keep your life when it is slipping from
you, but what will you give to keep it while
you still seem to have it held fast. When
your life seems safe the inclination is to
give very little for it, to take it for granted,
not to look forward to the time when it
will end. Some dedicated Christians will
not give any mental energy for study, or
any physical energy to go from house to
house preaching, or any time to analyzing
their course to see where they fall short.

Or some may study a little, go to meet-
ings spasmodically, and witness some to
Jehovah’s name during the month. Why
do more? they think. Why give more for
their life? Is not that enough? Is not that
as much as many others are doing? Why
work full time at a branch office, or do mis-
sionary work in a foreign land, or preach
full time in home territory? Why do so
much when the majority do much less, and
yet will gain life in the new world?

In that way some try to justify doing
only a little when their circumstances
would allow them to do much more. They
say they would give everything for their
life, but they do not want to give any more
than is absolutely necessary. They reason
that they will give enough, but that is all.
They will get by with the others, will give
what the majority gives, and that will be
sufficient. Let a few do the bulk of the
witnessing work, carry the greater part of
the load, while they inwardly reason:
“What will I give for my life? Just enough
to keep it. Just as little as will suffice to
see me through and into Jehovah's prom-
ised new world.” That is what they think
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now, while they are still living in health
with prospects of some years to live.

But when the time of our death comes
what would we give? What do we think
then? Do we think we could have done
more, wish we had given more, to be
sure that God will count it enough and
remember us in the resurrection? Do we
wish we had not calculated quite so close?
Do we regret that we doled out our service
so sparingly, just enough to get by, and now
wonder whether it is enough to get us by?
Now that we are on our deathbed, what
would we give for our life? Everything,
now that it is slipping from us. But now we
have nothing to give. When we had life and
felt secure in its possession we sowed spar-
ingly, calculatingly, giving only what we
considered enough to get by, withholding
all that we felt could be safely withheld,
and now we feel anguished concern over
the possibility that we shaved it a little too
thin, now that our life's breath slips from
us and we wonder whether it will ever be
returned to us. Is that the way we shall
feel on our deathbed?

It should not be that way, and it will
not if we disown ourselves and live up to
our dedication to do Jehovah’s will. If you
are given a car, but then the giver keeps
using it for himself, it is not much of a
gift, is it? If you give your life to God, but
use it for your own purposes instead of for
his, it is not much of a dedication, is it?
And if you buy the car you certainly ex-
pect to have it delivered over to you for
your use, yet many who are bought with
the blood of Jesus to be slaves of God still
hold off from serving God because they
want to do their own will. Those who stead-
fastly refuse to disown themselves do not
belong to God in actuality.

What will you give for your life? Money
is not enough. You must be willing to lose
your life for Christ Jesus’ sake. Then you
will find it everlastingly.



DO YOU KNOW

AMHEN a mod-

em translation of

the Bible appeared

in print not long

ago, a young

churchman thought

to crush it by in-

forming his people:

“If the Authorized

Version was good

enough for St. Paul,

it is good enough

for me.” Aside from

the fact that the English language, of
course, was not even in existence in the
apostle Paul's day, the incident serves to
prompt this truth: More people in the Eng-
lish-speaking world use and accept the
King James or Authorized Version than
any other single Bible translation. In fact,
so highly esteemed is this translation that
many persons venerate it as the only true
Bible. This raises some questions.

Do these countless persons who use the
King James Version know why, despite ob-
jections from churchmen, modern transla-
tions keep rolling off the presses? Do they
know why the King James Version itself
was once opposed by the people? Do they
know why, despite vigorous protest and
opposition, the King James Version en-
tered into the very blood and marrow of
English thought and speech? Do they
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know what illuminat-
ing document is prob-
ably missing from
their own copies? In
short, do they really
know the King James
Version?

To know the King
James Version or, for
that matter, any Bi-
ble translation, we
need to know why the
Bible was written. Je-
hovah God, its Author,
caused it to be written
to reveal himself to
mankind and to ex-
press his purpose. Yes,
God became the Au-
thor of this Book so
that we could have the
thoughts of God, sowe
could know the pur-
pose of man, so we
could know the des-
tiny of both wicked

and righteous men and so we can come to
know man'’s Creator, Jehovah.

The purpose of Bible translation, then, is
to take these thoughts of God, originally
written in Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek,
and put them into the common languages
of today. Bible translation makes God’'s
Book a living Book. So true Christians
read the Bible, not to be entertained by
clever turns of expression, unusual words,
excellency of style, striking rhetorical de-
vices or felicities of rhythm, but to learn
the will of God. It was for this reason that
the King James Version came into exist-
ence. That was in 1611.

BACKGROUND TO THE AUTHORIZED VERSION

Even earlier, as we learned in the previ-
ous issue of The Watchtovoer, many Eng-
lish translations of the Bible had come into
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being. There were the works of Wycliffe,
Tyndale and Coverdale. There was the
Matthew’s Bible of 1537, the Great Bible
of 1539, the Geneva Bible of 1560 and the
Bishops’ Bible of 1568.

First among the so-called “authorized
versions”—those translations authorized
by religious monarchs or religious groups
for use in their religious congregations—
was the Great Bible. Second of the author-
ized versions was the Bishops’ Bible. This
translation, however, was not very progres-
sive in its improvements; it even ignored
many improvements made in earlier trans-
lations. Also its phraseology was not as
simple and direct as others; thus the Geneva
Bible remained the people’s favorite.

Thirty-five years after the second au-
thorized Bible appeared, King James |
came to the throne of Great Britain. Since
the Spanish Armada had been defeated in
1588, a period of comparative peace and
quiet prevailed. This heightened intellec-
tual effort. King James himself enjoyed
Bible study and translation. He even wrote
a “Paraphrase upon the Revelation of St.
John.” Though interested in the Scriptures
the king did not originate the idea for a
third authorized version. From what source
sprang the idea?

One day in 1604 the Hampton Court
Conference was convened. King James
presided. The king listened to the com-
plaints of the Puritans. The complaints,
touching on many subjects, finally came to
the matter of the Bible. John Reynolds,
Puritan president of Corpus Christi Col-
lege, Oxford, moved that there might be
a new translation of the Bible. Why?
“Those which were allowed in the raignes
of Henrie the eight and Edward the sixt,”
he said, “were corrupt and not aunswer-
able to the truth of the Originall.”

No immediate action was taken by the
king. But the idea appealed to him, and
presently he gave order for this transla-
tion to be made.
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But before the version came to birth
much work had to be done. The King,
vigorously supporting the project, ap-
proved a list of some fifty scholars to serve
as translators. How would the version be
made? It was not to be a translation from
the Original but rather a revision of the
versions then in use. This is evident from
the instructions given by King James to
the translators. They were: “The Bishops’
Bible to be followed, and altered as little
as the Original will permit. And these
translations to be used when they agree
better with the text than the Bishops’ Bi-
ble—namely, Tyndale’s, Matthew’s, Cover-
dale’s, Whitchurch's, Geneva.”

Slowly a new translation emerged. Fi-
nally in 1611 the first edition of the Au-
thorised Version issued from a London
press. In honor of the king it was called
the King James Bible. The translators had
worked for years, using basically the in-
herited Tyndale-Coverdale text and adding
their own improvements. These centered
particularly around the choice of words
and enhancement of the rhythmic quality
of the text. The result was a version supe-
rior to its predecessors in accuracy of
translation and refinement of literary
style. Did the people now rejoice that they
could get God's thoughts more accurately?

OPPOSITION TO THE AUTHORIZED VERSION

Long before the new version came off the
press opposition to it had mounted. Why?
People had grown familiar with the ver-
sions they had; they preferred to keep what
was familiar. These many persons had lost
sight of the fact that true Christians
read the Scriptures, not for their literary
effect, but “for teaching, for reproving, for
setting things straight, for disciplining in
righteousness, that the man of God may
be fully competent, completely equipped
for every good work.” So, being used to
the Geneva Bible and not keeping in mind
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the purpose of the Scriptures, the people
frowned on the new James Version.
The fact that it made improvements over
earlier translations meant little to them.”
—2 Tim. 3:16, 17, AW.

From almost every quarter the King
James Bible met opposition. Criticism was
often severe. Broughton, a Hebrew scholar
of the day, wrote to King James that he
“should rather be torn asunder by wild
horses than allow such a version to be im-
posed on the church.”

The translators, not unaware that peo-
ple preferred to keep what had grown fa-
miliar, knew that their work had unleashed
a storm. They tried to calm the people
down. They wrote a “Preface of the Trans-
lators” to explain why the King James
Version was made. This preface is called by
the Encyclopedia Americana “a most
illuminating preface describing the aims
of the translators which unhappily is omit-
ted from the usual printings of the Bible.”
Thus most Authorized Versions today,
though they contain a lengthy dedication
to King James, omit the preface. Its pres-
ence would clear up many misunderstand-
ings about the purpose of the revision. The
reader would learn that strong opposition
was expected:

“Many mens mouths haue bene open a
good while (and yet are not stopped) with
speeches about the Translation so long in
hand . . . : and aske what may be the
reason, what the necessitie of the employ-
ment.”

The reader would learn that the King
James Version was a revision of earlier
works made with a modest hope of im-
provement and no thought of finality:
“Truly (good Christian Reader) wee neuer
thought from the beginning, that we
should neede to make a new Translation,
nor yet to make of a bad one a good one,
. .. but to make a good one better, or out
of many good ones, one principall good
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one, not justly to be excepted against; that
hath bene our indeauour, that our marke.”

In time the clamor died down, and the
King James Version prevailed over the
Geneva Bible. For more than two and a
half centuries no other so-called author-
ized translation of the Bible into English
was made. Little wonder that many people
began to feel that the King James Bible
was the only true Bible. Like many people
who once objected to any change in the
Geneva Bible, many persons today object
to any change in the King James Bible.
They oppose modern translations perhaps
as vigorously as the King James Version
itself was once opposed. They say they do
not want the beautiful King James Bible
changed. Is this viewpoint based on a sound
foundation?

KING JAMES BIBLE ALREADY CHANGED

To the surprise of many people the King
James Bible has already been changed;
today no one reads the King James Version
in its original form. Explaining why this is
so the book The Bible in Its Ancient and
English Versions says: “Almost every edi-
tion, from the very beginning, introduced
corrections and unauthorized changes and
additions, often adding new errors in the
process. The edition of 1613 shows over
three hundred differences from 1611. . . .
It was in the eighteenth century, however,
that the main changes were made.... The
marginal references were checked and
verified, over 30,000 new marginal refer-
ences were added, the chapter summaries
and running headnotes were thoroughly
revised, the punctuation was altered and
made uniform in accordance with modem
practice, textual errors were removed, the
use of capitals was considerably modified
and reduced, and a thorough revision made
in the form of certain kinds of words.”

So many changes have been made, many
of them in the readings of passages, that
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the Committee on Versions (1851-56) of
the American Bible Society found 24,000
variations in six different editions of the
King James Version!

What, then, of the objections raised by
persons who say they do not want the
King James Bible changed? Since the King
James Version has already been changed,
they lie on a crumbled foundation. If these
persons do not want it changed, then why
do they use, instead of a copy of an edi-
tion of 1611, an edition that has been
changed? They use a present-day edition
of the King James Bible because it is far
easier to read. They appreciate, perhaps
unknowingly, the improvements the later
editions have made. They do not like the
odd spelling and punctuation of the 1611
edition; they do not want to read “fet”
for “fetched,” “sith” for “since” or “moe”
for “more,” as the edition of 1611 had it.
Thus improvement, when needed, is appre-
ciated, even by those who say they object
to any changing of the King James trans-
lation.

It is this very improvement that mod-
em translations are providing by keeping
pace with changing language, this for the
purpose of making God’'s Word clear, un-
derstandable, alive.

KINGLY AUTHORITY
—A NECESSITY OR BENEFIT?

One of the major reasons the Authorized
Version is so widely accepted is its kingly
authority. There seems little doubt that,
had not a king authorized this version, it
would not today be venerated as though
it had come direct from God. Does this
kingly authority give a translation spe-
cial benefits? Is it even necessary?

No, God himself authorizes his dedi-
cated servants to translate his Word into
understandable language. The fact that
King James authorized a Bible translation
does not make it the exclusive version that
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the Author of the original Bible approves
his servants to use in any one language.
In fact, kingly authorization, instead of
great benefits, has brought serious dis-
advantages.

King James set forth certain rules of
procedure. These the translators followed.
One of those rules was that “the old Eccle-
siastical words [were] to be kept.” Thus
the translators were bound to follow the
Bishop's Bible in using certain ecclesias-
tical words, whether or not these words
represented an accurate translation of the
original Bible. For example, the ecclesias-
tical word “bishop” appears in the King
James Version, although the original word,
correctly translated, merely means “over-
seer.”

In many respects the beliefs of King
James adversely affected the Bible trans-
lation called after his name. The transla-
tors, feeling somewhat bound to favor the
king, were obliged to color the translation
with the king's notions of predestination
and kingly rights, as well as with others
of the king’s ideas.

This is apparent from the fact that some
of the translators complained that they
could not follow their own judgment, being
restrained by “reasons of state.” The re-
sult: the King James Version is not a true
reflection of the minds of the translators
of the version. Above all, it comes far short
of being a faithful reflection of the mind
of Jehovah God, as it appears in the origi-
nal Bible.

Getting the thoughts of God is the vital
thing. To think otherwise is a deadly de-
ception. Said Jesus: “This means everlast-
ing life, their taking in knowledge of you,
the only true God, and of the one whom
you sent forth, Jesus Christ.”—John 17:3,
NW.

How modern translations aid us to take
in this life-giving knowledge will be the
subject of a future Watchtower article.



HY do Jehovah'’s witnesses say that

Christ “returned” in the year 1914
and then began to rule as King? Because
they have faith that it is so. Why do they
teach that the universal war called Arma-
geddon will take place within this present
generation and will utterly wipe out this
world’'s present systems of religion, com-
mercialism and politics, and that millions
of people will survive that global catas-
trophe and live on forever on earth under
ideal conditions? It is because they have
faith that it will be so.

Would you like to be among those Arma-
geddon survivors and never die off the
earth? You may, if you have faith. But
what, precisely, is faith? Faith, as it ap-
plies to religious beliefs, is defined for us
by God in his Word, the Holy Bible. We
read at Hebrews 11:1 (NW): “Faith is the
assured expectation of things hoped for,
the evident demonstration of realities
though not beheld.” It means that faith is
an intellectual understanding and appre-
ciation of God’'s Word and a confident re-
liance upon that Word. The true Christian
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is the sum of beliefs con-
cerning Jehovah God and his
kingdom as delivered to us by
his chosen Seed, Jesus Christ,

and his disciples.
The inspired writer of the
Scripture text quoted above also
said in the same context: “With-
out faith it is impossible to win his good
pleasure, for he that approaches God must
believe that he is.” This statement ‘belief
that God exists,” is the basis of faith. To
any normal mind the material universe is
sufficient proof of the existence of God,
for inanimate matter did not always exist;
it must have had a beginning. How did
matter come into existence except by some
great Source of energy, which our human
minds could never understand unless there
were some revelation from that Source?
That Source of all things we recognize as

God.

But mere belief in the existence of God,
the Creator of matter and life, does not
give us an intellectual understanding of
God’s purposes or will. We need something
else besides the works of nature upon
which to base faith. We need a revelation
by God as to what he purposes to do. He
has provided just such a revelation. It is
the book we call the Holy Bible. Knowledge
of God’s purposes as revealed in the Bible
is the basis for faith and leads to life.

We say that the true Christian faith is
the sum of beliefs concerning Jehovah God
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and his kingdom as delivered to us by his
chosen Seed, Jesus Christ, and his disci-
ples. But do not the peoples of Christendom
also believe the same Bible? Then why is
it that they do not believe the same things
that Jehovah’s witnesses believe? Do not
think that this is merely a matter of opin-
ion, of private interpretation. Do not think
that one can believe whatever he likes so
long as he leads a good life, or that doc-
trinal differences do not really matter.
That is a fatal error. It is just that distinc-
tion that makes all the difference between
one’'s surviving Armageddon and one’s
perishing along with the old world.

This old world with its many systems of
religion, commercialism and politics is
doomed to certain destruction within the
present living generation. Millions will per-
ish with it because they have no faith.
Only faith will enable one to conquer this
old world and live on forever in the new
world of righteousness. The inspired apos-
tle of Jesus Christ wrote: “And this is the
conquest that has conquered the world, our
faith.”—1 John 5:4, NW.

Jesus Christ himself had to conquer this
old wicked world, or it would have con-
quered him! Satan the Devil tried hard
to conquer Jesus Christ when Jesus was in
the flesh, for Satan was then the prince or
ruler of this world. Jesus plainly said of
Satan: “The ruler of the world is coming.
And yet he has no hold on me.” Satan tried
very hard to conquer Jesus as soon as he
began his public ministry. How? By offer-
ing him political rulership of the nations.
Surely that was a glitteringly subtle move
on Satan’s part.—John 14:30; Matt. 4.8,
9, NW.

By what means did Jesus resist that
temptation? By faith! What? Jesus Christ,
the Son of God, whom Christendom thinks
was actually God himself incarnate in hu-
man form, needed faith? Yes, and faith in
that same revelation of God's purposes
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that Christendom professes to rely upon
for its beliefs today. Jesus Christ quoted
the ancient Hebrew Scriptures in reply to
Satan's challenging temptation. He had
faith in what those Scriptures revealed.
Jesus, in his own revelation to his apostle
John years later, which originated from
God his Father, said: “To the one that con-
quers 1 will grant to sit down with me in
my throne, even as | conquered and sat
down with my Father in his throne.”
—Rev. 3:21, NW.

That clearly shows that Jesus had to con-
quer something: he had a fight, and it was
a fight of faith. What was it that Jesus
had to conquer? He himself answers this
question at John 16:33 (NW): “I have
conquered the world.” But what is meant
by the world? It was this present system of
things organized and controlled by Satan
the Devil in opposition to Jehovah God,
consisting of a combination of powerful
religions, greedy commercialism, and the
mighty political elements. All these were
operating in some measure when Jesus was
on earth in the flesh and he had to con-
quer their subtle snares or they would
have conquered him. “In the days of his
flesh Christ offered up supplications and
also petitions to the one who was able to
save him out of death, with strong outcries
and tears, and he was favorably heard for
his godly fear.”—Heb. 5:7, NW.

We are living in the “last days” of this
wicked system of things and now it is
more wicked than ever. It requires real
faith to conquer it and overcome its subtle
snares. No one will survive its destruction
in Armageddon except those who have
faith. Christendom will utterly perish be-
cause it has no faith. We are living in the
time foretold by Jesus in his revelation to
John when Satan’s wild beastly system is
driving all mankind into the final all-out
war against Jehovah and against his
Christ, and it takes real faith to stand up



February 1, 1957

against this mighty foe and be uncompro-
misingly on the side of Jehovah God and
his conquering Lamb.—Rev. 17:12-14.

Satan knows his time is now very short
before his overthrow into the abyss of in-
activity, and his policy is to drive all the
nations into destruction rather than have
any survive and live as happy subjects on
earth of his all-conquering Executioner,
Jesus Christ. This will be the ‘bruising of
the serpent’s head’ by God’'s chosen Seed,
as foretold at Genesis 3:15. Where will you
stand in this conflict?

Jehovah's witnesses have been given a
vision of realities before they take place.
They have an “assured expectation of . . .
realities though not beheld.” (Heb. 11:1,
NW) They see this old-world system being
plunged into war against Jehovah God,
resulting in Jehovah's fiery judgments be-
ing executed against every part of the sys-
tem. To Jehovah’s witnesses these things
are as transparent as clear glass. Jehovah's
witnesses will be on the victorious side
with Christ Jesus. They see themselves
portrayed in the prophecy at Revelation
15:2, 3
be a glassy sea mingled with fire, and those
who came off victorious from the wild
beast and from its image and from the
number of its name standing by the glassy
sea, having harps of God. And they are
singing.” The wild beast and its image is
Satan’'s modern brute-force system of rul-
ership, and the number of its name (666,
or 600 + 60 + 6) symbolizes the threefold
basis of that system, namely, false reli-
gion, commercialism and politics.—Rev.
13:16-18, NW.

Men and women of ancient time had the
same kind of faith and it enabled them to
conquer Satan’s world system of their day.
Men and women “who through faith de-
feated kingdoms in conflict, effected right-
eousness, obtained promises, stopped the
mouths of lions, stayed the force of fire,

SfreWATCHTOWER. 75

escaped the edge of the sword, from a weak
state were made powerful, became valiant
in war, routed the armies of foreigners.
. . . and the world was not worthy of
them.”—Heb. 11:33-38,

Christendom likes to sing hymns about
“Dare to be a Daniel, dare to face the foe,”
but by their course of action they show
that they do not have the faith of Daniel.
They see only some visible enemies and
even with them they compromise. They
try to appear before men as broad-minded,
with a faith broad enough to take in every-
thing.

Some accuse Jehovah’s witnesses of hav-
ing a “one-track mind.” Well, what of
that? So long as they are on the right
track, what matters? That is just what
makes the difference between survival and
destruction. Jehovah’s witnesses may have
what is called a one-track mind, but they
are not in a rut.

Christendom, on the other hand, has no
track at all, but rather is as one wandering
about in a trackless desert blinded by the
dust storms of religious controversies. Did

( N W ) *And I saw what sesndedus say: “Go in through the narrow

gate; because broad and spacious is the
road leading off into destruction,

whereas narrow is the gate and cramped
the road leading off into life, and few are
the ones finding it” 7—Matt. 7:13, 14,2VW.

Speaking of the things ‘hoped for though
not beheld, the apostle Paul wrote: “For
yet ‘a very little while’, and ‘he who is com-
ing will arrive and will not delay’. ‘But my
righteous one will live by reason of faith,
and, ‘if he shrinks back, my soul has no
pleasure in him.” Now we are not the kind
that shrink back to destruction, but the
kind that have faith to the preserving alive
of the soul.”—Heb. 10:37-39,

What the apostle Paul looked forward to
in his day has now come to pass. Christen-
dom cannot see it because she is blinded
by her ancient traditions fused with pagan
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philosophies, and she has no faith. Christ
is here! We are living in the time of his
presence, or
judgment of the nations. Jehovah God has
taken his “great power and begun ruling
as king” by the One delegated to “shep-
herd all the nations with an iron rod.”
The nations have become exceedingly
wrathful, and Jehovah’s own wrath has
come upon the nations. It is the due time
to bring to ruin those ruining the earth.
—Rev. 11:15-18; 12:5, NW.

Satan, through his religious element,
will try to break our faith by various argu-
ments and labels of heresy. Through his
commercial element he will try to weaken
our faith by the subtle snare of material-
ism, and through the political wing of his
organization he will try to break through
our armor of faith by all sorts of wicked
charges against us, even charging us with
sedition as he did Jesus, and by arousing
the masses against us by the false charge
of being agents of this or that political
power in order to “consolidate its power”
over the people.

We need to remind ourselves of the apos-
tle’s words at 2 Corinthians 13:5 (NW):
“Keep testing whether you are in the faith,
keep proving what you yourselves are.”
We need to be very watchful lest the ad-
versary, the Devil, who is walking about

"The 'Tilipinoi
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like a roaring lion “seeking to devour
someone,” finds a weak spot in our armor

pand it is a timeodffaith and gets one of his “burning mis-

siles” through to our hurt or even destruc-
tion. We can conquer this enemy by ‘keep-
ing our senses,’ being “solid in the faith,”
having “the large shield of faith, with
which you will be able to quench all the
wicked one’s burning missiles.”—1 Pet.
5:8, 9; Eph. 6:16, NW.

This ‘latter period of time’ is one of par-
ticular danger. Scoffers, ridiculing the
Word of God, ridiculing those who diligent-
ly proclaim it, have been foretold to be
especially numerous. Only by faith based
upon an intellectual understanding of God'’s
Word can anyone survive, and faith must
be backed up by right works. “As for you,
beloved ones, call to mind the sayings that
have been previously spoken by the apos-
tles of our Lord Jesus Christ, how they
used to say to you: ‘In the last time there
will be ridiculers, proceeding according to
their own desires for ungodly things.’
These are the ones that make separations,
animalistic men, not having spirituality.
But you, beloved ones, by building up your-
selves on your most holy faith, and pray-
ing with holy spirit, keep yourselves in
God’s love, while you are waiting for the
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ with ever-
lasting life in view.”—Jude 17-21, NW.

4javeA/ot ~Totgotten

q For three centuries the people of the Philippine Islands suffered almost con-
tinuously under the church-state rule of a Catholic Spain. They were delivered from
it by the United States in 1898 and were granted full freedom July 4, 1946. That
the Filipinos might not forget their struggle against corrupt and intolerant church-
state rule the legislature on May 23 passed a bill (No. 1425) and the president,
Ramon Magsaysay, signed it on June 16, 1956, making compulsory reading in all
colleges and universities two of the novels written by the Philippine liberty lover
Rizal. The tenor of the protest of these books can be seen by their titles, “Social
Cancer” and “Reign of Greed., While the Catholic Hierarchy in the Philippines
strenuously opposed the passing of this bill, claiming that the books were heretical
and impious, she dared not claim that they were not factual. The advocates of
the bill argued that a study of these books would inculcate a love of freedom and
a love of country. Incidentally, the original author of the bill is a Catholic, as also
are some eighty percent of all Filipinos.



As told by Alma E. Parson

ARLY childhood for me was saddened

by the death of my mother and still
later by the death of my grandparents who
reared me. To find a hope of future life in
happiness | tried to seek comfort in God's
Word. As | read the inspired Record of
the life, teachings, miracles, death and
resurrection of Christ Jesus, how often did
I long to have lived in those wonderful
days! Never did I dream it would be my
lot actively to pursue my purpose in life
and to live in even grander days!

It was late January of 1918. As a student
in high school I was much interested in
learning and getting an education. Already
I had decided | wanted to become a mis-
sionary, live in a foreign land and speak
another tongue. In that month 1 had my
first contact with Jehovah’s witnesses,
then known as Bible Students. | was board-
ing away from home with a lady who had
a daughter who was a Bible Student. Cir-
cumstances forced her to come home to
live with her mother, with her children.
She faithfully witnessed to me. | was much
impressed and realized she was the first
person | had ever known who lived her re-
ligion. I knew she had ‘the truth.” How-
ever, | considered my education of first im-
portance and so continued my studies.

Early spring of 1922 found me in my
second year of college. For some months
I had been attending the Bible Students

7

meetings. Now because of my association
with Jehovah's people and the study of his
Word, | realized I must make my decision.
I wanted to finish my education, yet |
found myself losing all interest in my stud-
ies. Only the hope of the Kingdom and
gaining life filled my mind. My life destiny
was hanging in the balance and it was I
alone who would determine it. How would
I choose? Would not a college career better
equip me as a Christian? Perhaps so in
this old world, but would it equip me for
life in Jehovah’'s new world of righteous-
ness? | considered the matter well. Above
all, 1 wanted life and | wanted to be
equipped to help others to gain it also. So
my decision was made. | dedicated my life
to serve Jehovah.

That following summer back on the
farm | devoted every spare minute to study
of the Bible and the literature. The conven-
tion at Cedar Point had been announced.
The friends were enthusiastic about going
and | wanted to go also. My father opposed
my attending but | insisted upon going.
At that convention | symbolized, by water
baptism, my dedication to do Jehovah's
will. The joy | felt at that, my first con-
vention, cannot be described in words. |
felt like Peter, James and John on the
mount of transfiguration; | did not want
to leave.

That fall I did not return to college, as
I had little interest in the philosophies of
this world. | prepared to enter the pioneer
service the following spring. My decision
greatly angered my father, who began to
oppose me bitterly. Another decision | had
to make. It became a choice between the
truth and my family. I must give up one or
the other. | chose the truth and had to
leave home. | entered the full-time service
in April, 1923, and the joys of telling the
hungry hearts of God’s gracious purposes
overbalanced the sorrow | felt for the break
I had made with my family. At times pride
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would loom up in my heart and | momen-
tarily felt I should have finished college.
But | continued on, being encouraged by
Jehovah's spirit, his Word and his organi-
zation, our faithful brothers.

As the organization grew, especially
from 1925 on, so did my appreciation and
joy. The work then was not as rich nor
as easy as it is today because it was all
house-to-house work. Back-calls and stud-
ies were not part of the work at that time.
We planted, others watered, but Jehovah
gave the increase.

In 1931 my health broke and | had to
leave the service. After two and a half
years | returned to the pioneer work again
with an even greater appreciation than be-
fore. The work took on a more organized
form, back-calls were stressed and the seed
sown was cultivated. Thus one had a more
personal part in aiding the “lambs” into
the fold.

The stress of persecution of our brothers
world-wide during the war years only gave
me additional evidence that this was truly
Jehovah's organization and his people. The
opening of the special work afforded the
opportunity for pioneers to go into other
territory, and such service was again my
privilege. How thankful | was that Jeho-
vah had upheld me, guided me and blessed
me so that 1 had not turned back nor
slacked my hand!

In the summer of 1944 | received an in-
vitation to go to Gilead. Of course | had
longed to have the privilege of attending
Gilead, but would | be willing to leave my
own country, perhaps never to return?
Again Jehovah's spirit, his Word and his
organization helped me to decide.

My training and stay at Gilead were
something out of this old world. One of
the instructors said one day that never
since the days of the apostles had Jeho-
vah's servants received such thorough
training. My heart filled with appreciation
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as | realized Jehovah was having his king-
dom proclaimed world-wide as a witness to
gather men of all nations into his theo-
cratic organization to form the nucleus of
the New World society that would survive
Armageddon to live on forever under the
Kingdom rule.

In due time | received a foreign assign-
ment, together with my faithful compan-
ions, to go to the Dominican Republic. We
arrived there March 1, 1946, and were
given a warm welcome by the few mis-
sionaries who had gone there some months
before and by a goodly group of people of
good will who had joined them in the work.
Our assignment was in the second city,
Santiago, in the interior. What a thrill it
was to work in territory never before wit-
nessed to in the history of the Theocracy!
What a joy it was to be speaking a new
language even in a limited way! | placed
a book in the first house | visited. People
were eager to hear the good news we
brought them. It was easy to start studies.
Jehovah had truly equipped us to serve his
theocratic interests in the foreign field.
The field, however, was no longer ‘foreign,’
for we were reclaiming or repossessing it
in the name of the Theocracy. | felt very
much at home.

That first month | had another serious
breakdown in health. Again with proper
diet and loving care on the part of my com-
panions | recovered, after some months, to
have a part in the work.

The success of the work and the incom-
ing of the “other sheep” brought on great
persecution. Sentiment instigated by the
priests and the clergy grew hot against us.
Then came the ban, a total one. Our King-
dom Halls were closed and the work pro-
hibited. Many were the trials, sufferings,
loss of employment and imprisonment of
the dear ones there, but all this only served
to bring the “sheep” to maturity. Jeho-
vah'’s guiding hand and protection were so
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clearly manifest so many, many times. The
work continued underground. The mission-
aries were instructed to get secular work
to remain beside the faithful “sheep.”
After a time the Society removed several
of the missionaries to other fields and |
was one of those selected to go. To leave
was one of the hardest things | ever did.
But realizing that Jehovah always knows
best I followed his instructions and left in
April of 1953 to return back to the States
after an absence of seven years.

It was truly good again to visit my
homeland and to see an increase of more
than 80,000 proclaimers of Jehovah’s king-
dom from the time | left till my return.
The faithful ones back home had not
slacked the hand. The Theocracy was
growing! Jehovah was indeed giving the
increase!

After an absence of more than twenty-
five years | again ventured to visit my
family. I did not know whether | should be
able to stay more than two or three days,
because of my father’s opposition to the
truth; but I resolved to go to see them,
and if | could not stay longer, to spend the
time with relatives and friends. To my sur-
prise | received a royal welcome. They
took me to see many friends and neighbors
to whom | had opportunity to witness, but
not as much as | should have liked. My
brother and stepmother even seemed proud
of me. | spent about six weeks with them.

Then 1 went to that great spiritual ban-
quet at Yankee Stadium. How different
from my first convention in 1922 and the
then great crowd of 20,000 on the last day!
Back there we realized that an enormous
work was ahead because a great crowd of
the “other sheep,” millions of them, would
have to be gathered. They were present at

STKWATCHTOWER- 79

Yankee Stadium, overflowing all bounds.
But again back to the field, for many thou-
sands must yet be found!

So now here in my second foreign as-
signment in Guatemala 1 find many
strayed “sheep” desiring to enter the fold.
It is a sweet privilege to instruct them in
the way that leads to endless life in the
new world of righteousness under the
Shepherd-King, Christ Jesus.

In this old world of darkness, who is
there to guide us? We travel principally
on our own and alone. In the New World
society Jehovah has made provision for
our guidance through his Word, his spirit
and his organization. Thus continuing
faithfully with his people in his strength
and through the merit of Christ Jesus, we
shall come out victorious.

As | look back over the years and think
what might have happened had | turned
back at one time or another, or had I
slacked the hand, I am thankful that | con-
tinued on in welldoing, pursuing my pur-
pose in life. Only ‘he that endures to the
finish is the one who will be saved.’

In the ages to come, long after Armaged-
don is past, | shall be glad to have had
some part in the lifesaving work of gath-
ering the “other sheep” into the theocratic
kingdom fold in the “time of the end” of
this old world. Then I shall be glad, even
more than now, that | chose theocratic
education instead of that of this old world.
I shall be glad | chose the truth instead
of my family, for I feel I am and shall be
better equipped to help them to get life if
there are “sheep” among them. And for
all other privileges of service in the ages
to come, may | always give Jehovah all
the thanks and praise!
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Thousands of years

ago he wrote his law

on two tables of stone

when he made the law cov-

enant with the nation of Is-

rael at Mount Sinai. He will

now write his commandments

only on hearts that are receptive

and responsive to him, that open to
him in lowliness and humility, that are
pliable and willing to change under the im-
pact of his words. So it is not a question
of whether God can write on your heart or
not. The question is, May he? Will you
permit it willingly? He is not interested in
having his truth reach even the ears of
hypocritical and swinish men, much less
their hearts. So, does your heart qualify
as a suitable writing surface for Jehovah's
principles and precepts?—Matt. 7:6.

2 Even while the law covenant with
basic commandments engraved in stone
was still in effect, Jehovah told of his pur-
pose to transfer his law to human hearts
by means of a new covenant: “Behold, the
days come, saith Jehovah, that I will make
a new covenant with the house of Israel,
and with the house of Judah. But this is
the covenant that | will make with the
house of Israel after those days, saith Je-
hovah: | will put my law in their inward
parts, and in their heart will | write it; and

1. On what kind of hearts will Jehovah write? .
2. Where is Jehovah’'s purpose to write on hearts dis-
closed, and whose hearts must be receptive?

‘Saith Jehovah: 1 will put my law in their inward

parts, and in their heart will | write it; and | will
be their God, and they shall be my people.”
—Jer. 31:33, 4S.

I will be their God,

and they shall be

my people.” Shortly

after the death and

resurrection of

Christ Jesus, at

Pentecost, the old

law covenant was

replaced by the new

covenant that

brought with it an

inward, heartfelt

love of righteousness and increased knowl-

edge of Jehovah. (Jer. 31:31, 33, AS;

Gal. 3:24, 25; Col. 2:14; Heb. 8:6-13)

Only those anointed with Jehovah's spirit

to be of the heavenly class are taken

into this new covenant, but all those

who gain everlasting life on earth share

the blessings from it, and even their hearts

must be receptive to Jehovah's command-

_ments, just as before the new covenant

Itexisted faithful men could write: “Thy

law is within my heart,” and “I have laid

up thy word in my heart.”—Ps. 40:8; 119:
11, RS.

WHY ON THE HEART?

3 When Jehovah takes a man’s measure

it is based on no superficial evidence; he
probes deep, to the very heart of the mat-
ter: “Mere man sees what appears to the
eyes, but, as for Jehovah, he sees what the
heart is.” He is not deceived by outward
appearances: “Know the God of your

3. Where does Jehovah Jook when he takes a man's
measure ?
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father and serve him with a complete heart
and with a delightful soul, for all hearts
Jehovah is searching and every inclination
of the thoughts he is discerning.” Jeho-
vah’'s judgment is not swayed by a beau-
tiful face or graceful body or striking ap-
parel, but is determined by the inner per-
son hidden beneath the surface: “Do not
let your adornment be that of the external
braiding of the hair and of the putting on
of gold ornaments or the wearing of outer
garments, but let it be the secret person
of the heart in the incorruptible apparel of
the quiet and mild spirit, which is of great
value in the eyes of God.”—1 Sam. 16:7;
1 Chron. 28:9; 1 Pet. 3:3, 4,

4What is symbolized by the heart? The
Hebrew word translated “heart” is often
used figuratively to denote the seat of
affection and motives, of conscience and
moral conduct. Ships were spoken of as be-
ing in the heart of the sea and Jonah was
thrown into the heart of the sea, meaning
into the midst of it, and in this sense the
word refers to the midst of us or what we
actually are within ourselves, the inner
person. That is the real person: “As he
thinketh in his heart, so is he.”—Prov.
23:7, 34; 30:19; Jon. 2:3.

50utward appearances may be deceiving
because of words spoken for effect or acts
performed for show, as in the case of some
hypocritical religionists. To the Pharisees
Jesus applied Jehovah’'s words through
Isaiah: “This people honors me with their
lips, yet their hearts are far removed from
me.” Also, Jesus said of them: “All the
works they do they do to be viewed by
men.” (Matt. 15:8; 23:5, But the
true heart condition cannot be forever con-
cealed by carefully calculated words and
acts, because it is out of the abundance of
the heart that you eventually speak and
act: “Either you people make the tree fine
4. What is symbolized by the heart?

5. How may some practice deception,
eventually be manifested, and why?

but what will
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and its fruit fine or make the tree rotten
and its fruit rotten; for by its fruit the
tree is known. Offspring of vipers, how can
you speak good things, when you are
wicked? for out of the abundance of the
heart the mouth speaks. The good man out
of his good treasure sends out good things,
whereas the wicked man out of his wicked
treasure sends out wicked things.” If the
heart is wicked it will impel or motivate
its possessor to do wickedly: “Out of the
heart come wicked reasonings, murders,
adulteries, fornications, thieveries, false
testimonies, blasphemies.”—Matt. 12:33-
35; 15:19, NW.

6Sometimes the innermost thoughts and
feelings are not exposed until brought into
the open by a trialsome ordeal. Jehovah
tested Israel to lay bare its heart: “Jeho-
vah your God made you travel these forty
years in the wilderness, in order to humble
you, to put you to the test so as to know
what was in your heart, as to whether you
would keep his commandments or not.”
Centuries later he said to his people: “I
have tried you in the furnace of affliction.”
Approved Christians are similarly tested:
“You have been grieved by various trials,
in order that the tested quality of your
faith, of much greater value than gold that
perishes despite its being proved by fire,
may be found a cause for praise and glory
and honor at the revelation of Jesus
Christ.” (Deut. 8:2,
1 Pet. 1:6, 7, NW) The target of these
tests is the heart, to see whether the mo-
tives for serving Jehovah are pure, to
measure the depth of devotion and love,
to reveal whether the individual’s integrity
has a breaking point: “The refining pot is
for silver, and the furnace for gold; but
Jehovah trieth the hearts.”—Prov. 17:3,
AS.

7The vital role of the heart is emphat-
6. How does Jehovah lay bare the heart condition?

7. What truth about the literal heart is disclosed at
Proverbs 4:23?

lIsa. 48:10, |
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ically stated at Proverbs 4:23 ( ): “Keep
your heart with all vigilance; for from it
flow the springs of life.” The life is in the
blood, and from the pulsating heart the
blood bubbles like clear springs to flow to
all parts of the body, carrying oxygen and
nourishment to the cells and removing the
wastes from them. So the literal heart
must be kept as healthy as possible in or-
der for it to keep the springs of life flow-
ing. Not only our physical condition but
also our mental and emotional state must
be watched with vigilance, for it has its
effect on the heart's operation. Though
medical science did not know clearly about
the circulation of the blood until Dr. Har-
vey’s demonstration of it, followed years
later by his book published A.D. 1628, the
writer of this Bible proverb knew about it
a thousand years before Christ and gave
warning to keep the heart with vigilance
so that it would keep the blood with the
life in it circulating.

Brooklyn, N. Y.

Jehovah's law, that from our heart we
shall act in a way that will mean life for us.

LAW ON HEART EXCELS LAW ON STONE

9Jehovah'’s law written on stone tablets
was good, so good that it became the foun-
dation of the laws of modem nations. The
book Biblical Law by Clark says on
page 22: “Though the law of Moses was
proclaimed to a particular people, much
of it has become a universal law to man-
kind.” In Section 411 the same book quotes
the following from the court decision
Moore v. Strickland (1899): “The moral-
ity of our laws is the morality of the Mo-
saic interpretation of the Ten Command-
ments, modified only as to the degree or
kind of punishment inflicted.” But just as
ancient Israel did not obey the law on
stone tablets, so nations today do not com-
ply with all the laws on their statute books.
Unless persons know the law, remember
it, agree with it, and have a strong inner

8 But this Bible writer was using the litdesire to obey it, they will be violating

eral heart only as an illustration to empha-
size the need to keep vigilantly the figura-
tive heart pumping out to us the right
things. If we fill our mind with Jehovah'’s
law and keep his precepts in our memory,
then if we fix our desires and affections
on him and his promised blessings so that
our words and acts spring from pure mo-
tives within us, then our figurative heart
has spiritual health and will work toward
our living forever. It will pump to us spirit-
ual nourishment and move us to speak and
act in harmony with Jehovah's will, which
will be as springs of life to make us abide
forever in Jehovah's new world. Never
in hypocrisy, but from the heart we shall
think and talk and work and live in the
way Jehovah approves. So we must be
vigilant to keep our heart receptive to

8. Why must the figurative heart be guarded, as in-

structed at Proverbs 4:23?

it when they can do so without being
caught. In other words, if they do not have
the law in their heart they will break it
when they wish to and think they can
avoid its penalties.

DThere are some precepts of Jehovah's
law that are considered unenforceable,
such as: “You must love your fellow as
yourself.” (Lev. 19:18, NW) This and
other features of God's ancient law were
restated in Christianity; were enlarged on,
in fact, so that Christianity contains many
principles of conduct that men call unen-
forceable by written statute and unpunish-
able by penalties prescribed by law. Thus
Cooley’s Constitutional Limitations says
on pages 975, 976: “It is frequently said
that Christianity is a part of the law of the
land. In a certain sense and for certain

9. How have modern nations demonstrated their recog-
nition of the goodness of Jehovah’s law on stone?
10. What divine Prece ts are considered unenforceable,
as shown by Cooley’s Constitutional Limitationst



February 1, 1957

purposes this is true. . . . Some of those
precepts, though we may admit their con-
tinual and universal obligation, we must
nevertheless recognize as being incapable
of enforcement by human laws. That
standard of morality which requires one
to love his neighbor as himself we must
admit is too elevated to be accepted by
human tribunals as the proper test by
which to judge the conduct of the citizen;
and one could hardly be held responsible
to the criminal laws if in goodness of heart
and spontaneous charity he fell something
short of the Good Samaritan. The precepts
of Christianity, moreover, affect the heart,
and address themselves to the conscience:
while the laws of the State can regard the
outward conduct only.”

“ Here is acknowledgment that many
vital principles and high moral standards
must be written, not on statute books, but
on the hearts of men if they are to be fol-
lowed. Otherwise, they are unenforceable.
You may tell a man to love his neighbor,
but how can you make him? You may
force him to act in a certain way toward
his neighbor, but you cannot make him
love his neighbor. That feeling must come
from his own heart, and then from a lov-
ing heart he will act considerately and un-
selfishly toward his neighbor. And if the
law of neighbor love is in his heart, written
laws requiring and forbidding specific ac-
tions will be superfluous. Obedience to the
so-called unenforceable must come from
the heart, and that is the true test of
morality. The New York Times Magazine,
July 3, 1955, published an article entitled
“The Test: Obedience to the Unenforce-
able,” and in it said: “When confronted
with an evil we Americans are prone to
say, ‘There ought to be a law.” But much
of the evil of the world is beyond the reach
of the law. Law cannot prevent gossip. It

11. What shows the superiority of having the law on
your heart rather than just written on statute books?
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cannot restrain a man from avarice or
gluttony, or from betraying a friend. . . .
Warm human relationships do not result
from . laws which prescribe decency
and good manners in detail. They can come
only by creating obedience to the unen-
forceable.”

DPWwWith the mind we may know what is
right and have good intentions of doing it,
but if the affections in our heart want to
do otherwise it is likely that we will. We
may force ourselves to do right and in time
the heart will come into agreement, but if
it does not come around, in the tug of war
between heart and mind that follows the
heart will eventually win and the mind will
be enslaved to think up justifications for
taking the course the heart dictated. We
like to think we are following logic, even as
emotion drags us around by the scruff of
the neck. Reason marshals the facts, but
emotion usually makes the choice. If our
hearts are properly stirred by the facts
then reason and emotion pull together in
the right direction. So for enduring obedi-
ence to principles unenforceable by written
statutes we must both know what is right
and want to do what is right. Even then
we may fail at times, fallen flesh some-
times making us do what we do not want
to do, but such intermittent failures will be
the exceptions rather than the practice,
and will become less frequent as good be-
comes more and more habitual. But the
only way to progress in this right direction
is to get God’s law inscribed deeper and
deeper on our hearts.

BChrist summarized Jehovah’'s law as
follows: “You must love Jehovah your God
with your whole heart and with your whole
soul and with your whole mind and with
your whole strength,” and, “You must love
your neighbor as yourself.” (Mark 12:30,

12. Why t
the law necessary, and what is needed for progress in
the right direction?

13, 14.” (a) How does Jehovah's law on our heart safe-

is more than an intellectual agreement with

uard us from hypocrisy, sin and backsliding? (b) Wh
95 a good heart %pore v¥tal than a fine braing? (&) y
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31, NW) If we get the love for Jehovah
and the love for neighbor in our heart, the
seat of motive and affection, then out of
that heart we shall say and do what pleases
Jehovah. But if we do not have love in our
heart, right words and works will be un-
acceptable, will be hypocritical and double-
hearted. (Ps. 12:2; Rom. 13:8-10; 1 Cor.
13:1-3; 2 Cor. 9:7) But if Jehovah's law
of love is written in our heart it is a part
of us, a part of our personality, an integral
part of our seat of motive and hence it
will be the source of our motives and the
thing that will always move us to act

properly.

Brooklyn, N. Y.

(Ps. 37:31; 119:11,
with Jehovah's law is a safeguard against
sinning and backsliding. This world stress-
es mental brilliance, but Jehovah looks on
the heart. What good is the world’s wisdom
when out of a wicked heart it is moved to
misuse it and make it foolish in Jehovah's
sight? Is it not better to have an average
mind directed into right uses by a good
heart than to have a brilliant one misdi-
rected into harmful channels by an evil
heart? Do not world leaders even now ad-
mit that it is the world’'s morals rather
than its brains that cry for improvement?
But this wicked system refuses the change

¥ “The law of his God is in his heart; higf heart it needs for survival of Jehovah's

steps do not slip.” Steps directed from a
heart inscribed with Jehovah’s law are
carefully, surely and firmly placed on solid
footing and there will be no slipping or
backsliding, no falling from the path of in-
tegrity. This world reeks with sin because
it has God'’s word only in a book, not in its
heart: “l have laid up thy word in my
heart, that 1 might not sin against thee.”

war of Armageddon, though many individ-
uals are abandoning it in order to get the
heart change required for preservation,
namely, the erasing of wrong precepts
from the figurative heart and getting Jeho-
vah's law written there in their place. How
is this done? Please read the next article
for the answer.

Some Blame Cod, Some Blame Beuil

AN Some persons blame God for their misfortunes. Doing so gives them justification

R)So a

for pursuing a lawless course. In this they are like the eight-year-old boy mentioned in
the Milwaukee Journal, March 23, 1955. This eight-year-old, arrested for an attempted
burglary, had previously claimed to have started a fire in a Catholic church “because
God had not answered his prayers. He said he had been praying that his father would
stop drinking and stay home nights. The fire caused $200 damage.” The police, how-
ever, said the boy, who is small for his age, has been “a one man crime wave” for
almost a year. He had previously been arrested for breaking into a bakery and steal-
ing $11 in cash and $15 worth of bakery goods and for attempting burglary at another
store. “Last year he was referred to the youth aid bureau for maliciously breaking nu-
merous windows in trucks and in a factory, for attempted burglary of a factory and
for tampering with boats in the Menomonee River, the police said.” Incidentally, the
foregoing indicates that parental neglect and false religious teachings contribute to
juvenile delinquency. On the other hand, some blame the Devil. Thus when a ten-year-
old boy was asked why he started two fires near his home he replied: “The Devil was
in me.” Blaming the Devil for one’s lawlessness began with Eve in Eden, and many per-
sons, selfish or poorly informed on the Bible, do the same today. Yes, if we are frus-
trated or rebelling at our lot we will show it by lawless acts and then seek to justify or
excuse ourselves by blaming God or the Devil!



Getting
Gods Law

" your
BarP

seeds of certain
mlesert plants seem
to have an intelligence
of their own. They will
not sprout until a rainfall of at least half
an inch, and preferably more. The seeds and
the soil around them are just as wet after a
tenth of an inch of rain as they are after
two inches, yet the seeds refuse to sprout
after the lighter rainfall. But how can a
dormant seed measure rainfall? It is just
as soaked in a thimbleful of water as it
is when thrown into a lake. Why does it
not sprout when thoroughly soaked by the
lighter rainfall? How cam it measure the
amount? How does it know to wait for
more? Also, these seeds seem to know the
direction from which the water comes.
When enough rain has fallen and soaked
down into the soil they will sprout, but
if the water soaks up from below they re-
fuse to germinate. How can they tell the
direction? And why should it make a dif-
ference? The answers to these questions
illustrate part of the process of getting
God’'s law on your heart. If we sincerely
want Jehovah'’s law on our heart it can be
written there. How?

2 To write, a clean surface is needed, and.7:9, 14, 1; Prov. 28:14,

an eraser may be needed to remove pre-
vious writing. To add new writing over the
old would cause conflict and confuse.
Hearts alienated from Jehovah are scrib-
bled over with wrong writing. Of man be-

1. What questions are raised by what facts regarding
certain desert seeds?

2. What cleansing and erasing must be done before
Jehovah’s law can be written on the heart?

“Oh taste
and see
that
Jehovah
Is good’’
'34:8, AS.

fore the Flood Jehovah said: “Every incli-
nation of the thoughts of his heart was
only bad all the time.” After the Flood the
heart of fallen man still needed cleansing:
“The heart is deceitful above all things,
and desperately corrupt.” But the account
goes on to show that Jehovah will heal the
heart of those that want it. Many have
made their hearts hard, calloused to sin,
untouchable by pity, impenetrable by
goodness, insensitive to appeals. The writ-
ing on such hearts is like that on Judah'’s:
“The sin of Judah is written with a pen of
iron; with a point of diamond it is en-
graved on the tablet of their heart.” Inas-
much as “he who hardens his heart will
fall into calamity,” “why should you make
your heart unresponsive just the way
Egypt and Pharaoh made their heart un-
responsive?” Rather, why not pray: “Cre-
ate in me a clean heart, O God, and put a
new and right spirit within me”? Such a
heart presents a clean surface for the writ-
ing of Jehovah's law.—Gen. 6:5, Jer.
1 Sam. 6:6,
NW; Ps. 51:10, RS.

3 To his strayed and scattered people

Jehovah said when foretelling their recov-
ery to true worship: “I will sprinkle clean
water upon you, and you shall be clean
from all your uncleannesses, and from all

ﬁ. What scriptures show how to get God’s law on your
eart
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your idols I will cleanse you. A new heart
I will give you, and a new spirit I will put
within you; and I will take out of your flesh
the heart of stone and give you a heart of
flesh.” The cleansing waters of truth effect
a change in our heart if faithfully applied.
It is by frequent discussion of truth that
parents are to get it into the heart of their
children: “These words that I am com-
manding you today must prove to be on
your heart, and you must inculcate them in
your son and speak of them when you sit
in your house and when you walk on the
road and when you lie down and when you
get up.” By preaching the apostle Paul
caused Jehovah's law to be written, not on
stone tablets, but on human hearts: “You
are shown to be a letter of Christ written
by us as ministers, inscribed not with ink
but with spirit of the living God, not on
stone tablets, but on fleshly tablets, on
hearts.” Of one blessed by Jehovah it is
written: “On his law he meditates day
and night.” By studying and remembering
Jehovah's teachings and commandments
and high principles you can “write them on

N. v.

Brooklyn,

the old so as to obliterate the old ways;
it has not reached the inner man, the figur-
ative heart where the seat of desire and
motive is. But you want the old writing
erased and replaced by Jehovah's law, all
the way into your innermost thoughts and
feelings. So what must you do? Discipline
yourself, force yourself to do what you
know to be right. Persist in this course,
and if you are sincere you will win over
your own heart to the side of righteous-
ness. The Scriptures support this procedure.

51t is true that morality cannot be legis-
lated, as U.S.
May 13, 1955, said editorially: “Tolerance
and unselfishness—like morality and gen-
erosity—cannot be successfully legislated.”
But enacting the legislation may set in
motion a process that will finally create
morality. The mere existence of the law
turns attention to the subject and may in-
duce a climate of opinion more favorable
toward it. Then if the law is enforced and
people obey it to avoid penalties, they
may come to see that good results follow
and their attitude changes. Then they obey

the tablet of your heart.” They become a because of the good results, and not be-

part of us.—Ezek. 36:25, 26, Deut.
6:6, 7; 2 Cor. 3:3,

3, RS.

HOW DISCIPLINE HELPS

cause of fear of penalties.

M. 1:2; PBd0i8:vas shown by the New York

Times Magazine, May 22, 1955, in an arti-
cle entitled “Can Morality Be Legislated?”
It discussed the United States Supreme

4  Filling the mind with Jehovah's truthCourt decision outlawing segregation, and

does a cleansing work, crowds out the
former wrong thoughts, makes the mind
over. But maybe the old ways are so deeply
engraved on the heart that the hearing
and reading of God’'s law does not erase
them. Study and meditation have shown
you what you should do and you would
like to comply, but the heartfelt desire to
do so is missing. The new writing is still
near the surface. It is not yet as deep as

4. In addition to_filling the mind with Jehovah's law,
\r/]vhatt?further action may be necessary to get it on the
eart?

showed that in certain instances, such as
employment, public housing and armed
forces, persons unfavorable to mixing
races were integrated anyway and as a
result lost their prejudices: “White house-
wives who had been assigned to public
housing projects which were racially inte-
grated tended to develop favorable atti-
tudes toward Negroes, while the vast ma-
jority of those who occupied segregated

5. What helpful process does the enactment of legisla-
tion set in motion? o

6. What instance shows that discipline and enforcement
of a law can change the heart attitude?

News& Worlc
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housing tended to remain the same in their
racial views. A study of integration in the
army reached a similar conclusion.” By
coming in closer relationship prejudiced
persons found that their preconceived ideas
were often false and that feared evils never
materialized. The investigation and analy-
sis led to the conclusion that “the majesty
of the law, when supported by the collec-
tive conscience of a people and the healing
power of the social situation, in the long
run will not only enforce morality but
create it.”

7  The Ladies’ Home Journal, September

1955, had an article by Dorothy Thompson
that showed the necessity of educating the
emotions rather than the intellect to over-
come juvenile delinquency. She said: “His
actions and attitudes as a child largely de-
termine his actions and attitudes as an
adult. But these are not inspired by his
brain, but by his feelings. He becomes
what he is encouraged and trained to love,
admire, worship, cherish, and sacrifice
for.” Further along she said: “In all this
manners play an

important role, for

good manners are

nothing more or

less than the ex-

pression of consid-

eration for others.

. Internal feel-

ings are reflected

in external behav-

ior, but external

behavior also contributes to the cultivation
of internal feelings. It is hard to feel ag-
gressive while acting considerately. Good
manners may be only skin deep to start
with, but they seldom remain so.” She also
observed that with rare exceptions good-
ness and badness “are not conditioned by

7. How did a magazine article show that training, dis-

cipline, enforced manners and external behavior “influ-
ence internal feelings and change the heart?
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the brain but by the emotions,” and that
“criminals become so not from hardening
of the arteries but from hardening of the
heart.” She stresses that emotion governs
our conduct more often than the mind,
and that the way we are trained, the way
we act, even if forced at first, influences
internal feelings and changes the heart.
8God’s Word the Bible long ago indi-
cated that training and discipline to make
us act as we should would affect the heart,
the seat of motive and the source of ac-
tions. Proverbs 22:6, 15 (RS) states:
“Train up a child in the way he should go,
and when he is old he will not depart from
it. Folly is bound up in the heart of a child,
but the rod of discipline drives it far from
him.” Discipline changes the youthful
heart, erases the folly written there, and
puts in its place guid-
ing principles from
which he will not de-
part in later life. When
he is grown the paren-
tal rod of discipline no
longer exists to make
him go the right way,
but he nevertheless
does so by choice be-
cause of the childhood training that
reached his heart. The same principle ap-
plies to adults who are Jehovah's children,
whom he disciplines for their training and
improvement: “No discipline seems for
the present to be joyous, but grievous; yet
afterward to those who have been trained
by it it yields peaceable fruit, namely,
righteousness.” The discipline may sadden
at first, but “by the sadness of the counte-
nance the heart is made better.”—Heb.
12:11, NW; Eccl. 7:3, Da.
9So when we know what is the right
8. What scriptures show the power of discipline to
change the heart?

9. So what should we do when we know what is right
and what will happen to our heart if we fail to do it?
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thing to do we should do it, even if our
heart desires something else. We should
discipline ourselves, make ourselves do it,
and in time our hearts will be won over to
righteousness and gain peace and serenity.
Otherwise, our hearts will become set in
a wrong course. If there is no discipline,
no forcing into right conduct, the heart
sets in an evil way and cannot be softened
for reshaping or for taking upon itself the
impression of writing, the receiving of Je-
hovah's law: “Because sentence against an
evil deed is not executed speedily, the heart
of the sons of men is fully set to do evil.”
This clearly implies that if disciplinary ac-
tion was executed the heart meditating evil
would relinquish this view, would turn
away from it in a change for the better.
So if we do not let our hearts get away
with it they will not become set in it
—Eccl. 8:11, RS.

“TASTE AND SEE”

SfteWATCHTOWER.

Brooklyn, N. Y.

They are like persons who say they do not
like a certain food before they ever taste
it, and who steadfastly refuse to try it.

I1Many who say they believe the Bible
and who read it somewhat fail to follow its
teachings. They talk God but serve Satan.
Jesus said: “Not everyone saying to me,
‘Master, Master,” will enter into the king-
dom of the heavens, but the one doing the
will of my Father who is in the heavens
will.” (Matt. 7:21,
taste of doing Jehovah's will. They might
learn to like it, might find it is a strength-
ening food for them. Jesus said: “My food
is for me to do the will of him that sent
me and to finish his work.” But so many
see the meal of work set out for the Chris-
tian and immediately say to themselves:
“l would not like that food. | would not
want to go preach to the people and be
snubbed or scorned or rudely used.” But
why do they not taste the work and see
what a delightful food it can be? Jesus

0 Psalm 34:8 (AS) invites: “Oh tastound it so, as foretold: “I delight to do

and see that Jehovah is good.” Do you have
a Bible? Do you read it? Do you feed your
mind on the spiritual food it contains? Do
you taste Jehovah’'s Word to see how good
it is? Do not confuse this with listening to
an orthodox sermon or following religious
tradition or believing some set creed. Such
things often conflict with the Bible, as
Jesus said to religious leaders: “You have
made the word of God invalid because of
your tradition.” (Matt. 15:6, Read
the Bible for yourself, without precon-
ceived ideas or prejudices, and see how
good it is. Many openly admit that they
do not believe the Bible, not because they
have read it, but because they believe evo-
lution, or have been soured on the Bible by
what some say it contains, or by the way
some act who are supposed to be Chris-
tians. They have not tasted for themselves.

10. What invitation should be heeded relative to Bible
reading ?

thy will, O my God.”—John 4:34, NW,;
Ps. 40:8.

DThey should discipline themselves,
make themselves study Jehovah’'s Word,
learn its truths, and preach them to others.
After tasting it, they may delight in the
peace and contentment, the serenity and
clear conscience, that come from this food.
At first the person may not want to, only
knowing in his mind that he should do it
but not desiring to in his heart. But sup-
pose he determines to taste and see if it is
good. Without his heart being in it, he
lives his daily life like a Christian and
preaches God’s Word to others. He con-
tinues to do it for a time, and then begins
to see the good results, experiences the
good that follows from this course, and
11. After reading and studying the Bible, what addi-
tional food should be tasted ¥0_ Ige_arn of its, deliciousness ?
12. When a sincere fperson disciplines himself to taste

both the studying of God's Word and the doing of his
w_lll,’) what occurs that results in a changed heart for
im?

NW)They ¢
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gradually he appreciates it in his heart,
comes into heart sympathy with it, and a
desire to do it sprouts and grows in his
heart. Not only in his intellect but in his
heart also God's law is being written. By
his learning it, weighing it, trying it, prac-
ticing it, enjoying its good results, thrilling
to the joy he sees in others as a result of
his preaching, his heart comes to appre-
ciate it and desire it and he is impelled by
his feelings and emotions to do it. So the
heart is written on, changed, and what
once had to be forced is now done by emo-
tional choice and desire, with no further
battling with the heart necessary because
it has been conquered, has been purged of
its former desires and now motivates its
possessor into the course prescribed by
Jehovah’s law. And all because it was dis-
ciplined to taste what it thought it could
never like.

SEeWATCHTOWER
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or decide the witnesses are too radical.
They decide against the faithful course
before their eyes are opened to the happi-
ness it brings, before they have tasted its
joys. If they would continue studying they
would come to appreciate all the blessings
Jehovah has provided—the earth, its
plants and animals and scenic wonders,
Jesus as Ransom, the new world of right-
eousness, opportunity to live in it for-
ever—and his love thus manifested toward
them would cause them to love him in re-
turn. Then obedience to him would be ajoy:
“As for us, we love, because he first loved
us.” Thus their seat of affection would
change and God’'s law get on their heart.
—1 John 5:3; 4:19, NW.

THE SEEDS OF TRUTH ON
THE SOIL OF THE HEART

X By means of an

BB  The heart is the seat of affection, andtressed the importance of the heart con-

those who love Jehovah from the heart
will taste and eat and relish the menu of
work provided by him, not finding it bur-
densome: “This is what the love of God
means, that we observe his command-
ments; and yet his commandments are
not burdensome.” They seem so to many,
however. Oftentimes persons study with
Jehovah's witnesses, learn the work God
commands to be done, and see what a big
change it would make in their way of liv-
ing if they accepted these duties. It would
mean not only stopping the works of the
flesh, but starting the works of preaching,
and they do not want to stop the former
or start the latter. They do not desire the
change of heart that would move them to
do it. But they do not want to admit this,
so they busy the mind to conjure up ex-
cuses that cover over the real reasons in
the heart. They say they are too busy, or
pick imaginary flaws with some doctrine,
13. How do some react when they learn a little about

Jehovah and his will, and why is this premature or
hasty?

dition. A sower spread the seed and some
fell on hard ground alongside the road and
birds ate it; some fell on rocky ground with
little soil and after it sprouted the hot sun
scorched it; some fell among thorns that
choked it out, but other seed landed on
good soil and matured and yielded fruit.
Great crowds heard this illustration, but
only a small group got the sense of it by
hearing Jesus’ explanation. The seed is the
truth, “the word of the kingdom,” the soil
is the heart. The seed on the packed road-
side that birds ate is like the truth on hard
hearts it cannot penetrate and hence it is
snatched away by Satan through his
agents. Truth on a shallow heart may be
enthusiastically embraced at first, but
when persecution comes it withers because
of not being deeply rooted. It is like the
seed on shallow, rocky soil that sprouted
fast but withered the same way when the
sun got hot. The seed choked by thorns is
like the truth sown on a heart full of

14. How did Jesus illustrate different heart conditions?

illustration Jesus
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worldly anxieties, materialism, ambition
and love of pleasures. The truth from God
is soon choked out. But the fruitful seed
on the good soil is like the truth on a right
heart. It becomes written on such a heart,
and the writing overflows onto other
hearts also.—Matt. 13:3-9, 18-23.

5But never forget that soil can be
changed. Packed soil can be plowed, rocks
can be picked out, and thornbushes can be
uprooted. If the possessor desires it, it is
not impossible to soften a hard heart. Jeho-
vah spoke of replacing a heart of stone
with one of flesh. And certainly material-
ism, profitless worrying and excessive
pleasure-seeking can be weeded from the
soil of the heart to make room for King-
dom truth. Hearts that now have God’s
law on them were previously defaced by
wrong writing. They changed and now live,
“no more for the desires of men, but for
God’s will.” They decided they had wasted
enough time in loose living and changed,
to the puzzlement of former worldly
friends: “Because you do not continue run-
ning with them in this course to the same
low sink of debauchery, they are puzzled
and go on speaking abusively of you.”
Their hearts were cleansed of worldly
philosophies, washed by repeated applica-
tions of waters of truth, and in time God's
law became rooted there like seed in good
soil, to produce spiritual fruitage instead of
the former fleshly works.—1 Pet. 4:1-4;
Gal. 5:19-23, NW.

BTurning now from Jesus' parable of
the four kinds of soil on which wheat seed
or some other edible grain was sown, we
call to mind the apostle’s words: “What,
then, is Apollos? Yes, what is Paul? Min-
isters through whom you became believers,
even as the Lord granted each one. | plant-
ed, Apollos watered, but God kept making
it grow; so that neither is he that plants
anything nor is he that waters, but God

15. What shows that hearts can undergo change?
16. What does 1 Corinthians 3:5-9 show?

Brooklyn, N. Y.

who makes it grow. ... You people are
God's field under cultivation.” (1 Cor.
3:5-9,
ing the seeds of edible plants in a culti-
vated field is emphasized, in order for God
to bless the seeds with growth. This shows
the importance of watering interested per-
sons with the water of additional truth
after the original seed of truth has been
planted in them.

Iy The importance of watering is seen

even in the discerning desert seeds men-
tioned in the opening paragraph to serve
as an illustration. Remember that they
would not sprout until a generous rain had
fallen, and that the water had to come
down from above instead of soak up from
below. Why so0? Some seeds refuse to
germinate when there are certain salts in
the soil. These salts are soluble in water;
so when it rains heavily the salts are dis-
solved and carried deeper into the soil by
the water. Thus removed from the vicinity
of the seeds, the salts no longer prevent
germination. However, if the rainfall is
light, even though it thoroughly soaks the
topsoil, it will not remove the salts and the
seeds will not sprout. And water soaking
up from below has no leaching action so
it does not carry away from the seed the
salts. Sometimes the trouble is not with
the soil but with the seeds. Some desert
seeds have in their covering water-soluble
substances that hinder germination, and
while a light rain may soak the seeds it
takes a heavy rain to wash away all of
these hindrances in their covering. Some
seeds delay germination for a few days
after a rain and then sprout if the soil is
still moist. Others have sprouting-prevent-
ers in them that can be removed only by
the action of bacteria, which requires pro-
longed moisture. And some seeds refuse to

17. (a) Why do some desert seeds refuse to sprout
because of the soil, unless rain is heavy and the mois-
ture comes from above? (bz Why do “some refuse to
?ermmate, except under certain conditions, because of
heir covering?

NW)Here the importance of water-
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sprout until they have been wet by a series
of rains.

BIt is rare indeed to find a person that
fully accepts the truth seed the first time
it is sown and watered. Almost always
there are beliefs or prejudices in the heart
that prevent the immediate sprouting of
the seed of truth. Perhaps belief in trinity
keeps a person from believing Jehovah is
supreme, without equal. Repeated applica-
tions of truth water are needed to wash
out this obstacle. Or maybe belief in soul
immortality obscures his understanding
and appreciation of the resurrection, or
perhaps the view that the earth will be de-
stroyed by fire prevents him from accept-
ing the truth that the literal earth is to
abide forever, or possibly he cannot appre-
ciate that the earth is to be inhabited for-
ever because of thinking everyone will go
either to heaven or to hell. Maybe mis-
placed faith in a false religious leader
blinds him to Bible truth. Only after much
water of truth has been applied by means
of doorstep sermons, back-calls and home
Bible studies will these obstacles to Chris-
tian growth be removed from the soil of
the heart. A little water, a few scriptures,
a handful of favorite texts like some reli-
gions use repeatedly, are not enough.
Many, many scriptures must stream from
God's Word to remove all objections and
to ensure continued growth to Christian
maturity.

BWhat about those seeds that had hin-
dering substances in their covering? Some
truths are that way. Some are likened to
meat hard to digest and are not assimilated
until many simpler truths have been digest-
ed. In fact, some truths are deliberately cov-
ered over to prevent quick understanding.
The one about needing the right heart con-
dition is a case in point. This was concealed

18. How does this illustrate the sprouting of seeds of
truth in the soil of the heart? i

19. How are some truths like the seeds whose coverlng
hindered sprouting, and what purpose is thereby served?
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behind an illustration about a sower and
seed falling on different types of soil, and
Jesus said it was deliberately hidden to pre-
vent comprehension by those who were un-
deserving. It would not lodge and grow to
fruitful maturity in their hearts; hence it
did not even start to sprout there. So the
desert seed by its covering refuses to
sprout under unfavorable conditions that
would mean its early death, before fruit-
fulness. But when sufficient water falls
it germinates, and, similarly, when Jesus’
listeners showed sufficient interest and
stuck with him to hear his further words
that removed the covering from the illus-
tration, the truth it held grew in their
hearts. The additional waters of truth
made the seed of truth sprout and grow,
and the interest and thirst shown by the
individuals that persisted would indicate
they were the kind who would stick until
bearing Christian fruitage.

D In the case of the desert seeds the wa-

ter had to come from the top down, not
from the bottom up. Jehovah has a channel
for the spiritual waters to flow in, and that
channel is from the top down also. Jeho-
vah, the topmost one, inspired men to
write the Bible, he interprets it, Christ
spoke for him when on earth, and his pres-
ent earthly witnesses declare his message.
In these last days Jehovah has a visible
organization, “the faithful and discreet
slave whom his master appointed over his
domestics to give them their food at the
proper time,” through which he channels
waters of truth to the people. From Jeho-
vah comes the “river of water of life, clear
as crystal, flowing out from the throne of
God and of the Lamb,” and the invitation
widely proclaimed is: “Let anyone thirst-
ing come; let anyone that wishes take life’s
water free.” (Matt. 24:45; Rev. 22:1, 17,
NW) The water offered by the orthodox

20. What is_illustrated by the water cominlg from above
and the moisture that soaked up from below?
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religions of Christendom does not theo-
cratically come down from above, but bab-
bles up from the bottom, from mere men,
and consists of the traditions and philoso-
phies and private interpretations of men.
Such a water supply does not produce
Christian fruitage, as a glance at Christen-
dom'’s corruptness proves.—Matt. 7:15-20.

2. Which water will you drink, that fror@:tudying

the top or that from the bottom? Whom
will you let write on your heart, Jehovah
or Satan? Satan is out to win or steal or
capture your heart and so cram it with his
demonic propagandas that no space will re-
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Brooklyn,

main for the writing of Jehovah’s law on
it. If you let Satan write on your heart it
will be your epitaph, but if you ask Jeho-
vah to write his law there it will point the
way to everlasting life. Hence reason urges
that we let Jehovah be the one to write on
our heart. We must let him do it by our
opening our minds to his Word, by our
it and meditating on it, by our
disciplining ourselves to put his laws into
practice, by tasting the good that results
from this obedience, and thus eventually
loving to do it. And then faithfully serve
as one of Jehovah’'s witnesses, helping to

21.
Jeh

What is Satan trying to do, but what should we ask

ovah to do for us,” and how should we let him do it? get God’s law on the hearts of others.

Lightning— fertilizer Extraordinary

<% Science has now learned that the immediate beneficial service performed by
lightning is that of fertilizing the soil. Describing the process, Science Digest for
July, 1956, says: “Lightning is the world's greatest producer of nitrogen com-
pounds, the soil ingredient without which most plant life on earth could not exist.
As each bolt sears through the air, the terrific heat it generates unites nitrogen and
oxygen chemically to form nitrogen oxide, which ultimately combines with addi-
tional oxygen and with water to be transformed into nitric acid and nitrates. In
very dilute forms, these compounds fall to earth with rain. It has been estimated
that over all the earth's surface, lightning annually produces up to 100 million
tons of nitrogen compounds. That amount is many, many times the quantity turned
out by all the fertilizer plants in the world. It's even considered possible that with-
out lightning, virtually all plant life on earth might actually wither and die.” As
with many other things that science is now learning, the discovery that lightning
electrically fertilizes the soil confirms the Bible as the book of true science and
proves that its Author is Jehovah, the all-wise Creator. For it was Jehovah himself
who posed the question to Job: “Who has cleft a channel for the torrents of rain,
and a way for the thunderbolt, to satisfy the waste and desolate land, and to make
the ground put forth grass?”—Job 38:25, 27, RS.

Where Does Your Time Co?

C. A survey taken the week ending September 1 showed where a great deal of it
may be going. The Americans interviewed spent an average of 18 hours 24 min-
utes watching TV. This was in addition to 4 hours 6 minutes spent in movie
theaters. Add that to other forms of amusement and you will see the need to

hesitate the next time you start to say, “I'm too busy” for God.



Gaining God's Reward by Active Training

EDICATED Christian witnesses
have well been likened to athletes
running a race. As Paul wrote Timothy:
“Contend for victory in the right contest
of the faith.” In one respect, however,
times of bitter persecution might be lik-
ened to the contest, whereas periods of
peace and upbuilding may be compared
to peacetime training.—1 Tim. 6:12, NW*
The period of peacetime training has its
own dangers, which some overlook. Be-
cause they see little violent opposition they
are lulled to sleep or slow up in their train-
ing. They lose sight of the fact that their
greatest enemy is invisible, Satan the
Devil. They are making a serious mistake.
Only by active, vigorous and severe peace-
time training will we grow strong enough
to endure in the contest of persecution and
come off victorious.

We must discipline ourselves when con-
ditions themselves tempt us to take things
easy. We must deny ourselves, exert our-
selves, always keeping on seeking first
God's kingdom. Especially must full-time
servants keep on doing this if they would
continue to enjoy their peculiar treasure of
service. And only by doing likewise can
part-time ministers make full use of their
opportunities.

Of course, to be on the “team” we must
first of all dedicate ourselves and be bap-
tized. Then we must familiarize ourselves
with the rules, the chief one of which is
love. That means we must diligently, and
daily, study God's Word together with the
helps he has provided, as well as take ad-
vantage of congregational classroom train-
ing. Athletes in active training also watch
their diet and so must we. That means not
only taking in the right kind of spiritual
food, but avoiding anything that we know

*See The Watchtower, April 15, 1956, for details.
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to be harmful. We dare not let idle curios-
ity expose us needlessly to Satan’s poison.

Active training that gains God’'s reward
also means exercising self-control. Like
Paul, we must browbeat our bodies and
lead them about like slaves, not following
their inclinations but letting them serve
our goal in life. Closely associated with
self-control is guarding our associations,
knowing that “bad associations spoil use-
ful habits.”—1 Cor. 15:33, NW.

Especially does active training mean
preaching the good news of God's kingdom
at every opportunity: from house to house,
in the homes on return visits, on the
streets, from the public lecture platform
and incidentally, whenever we can find a
hearing ear. To each one of us Paul’s words
apply: “Really, woe is me if | did not de-
clare the good news!” As with Ezekiel, so
with us, our very lives depend upon our
warning the wicked concerning Armaged-
don.—1 Cor. 9:16, NW.

To get results, however, we must train
regularly, not spasmodically, not by fits
and starts. That means setting aside time
for regular study, for regular meeting at-
tendance and for regular preaching of the
good news. So buy out the opportune time.

And finally, active training requires
watching our spiritual sight, not looking
back as did Lot's wife, but keeping our
eyes appreciatively fixed on the Kingdom
as did Jesus and his apostles.

So, in keeping with our theme for Feb-
ruary, let all dedicated Christian witnesses
of Jehovah remember and heed the apos-
tle’s counsel: “Be training yourself with
godly devotion as your aim. For bodily
training is beneficial for a little, but godly
devotion is beneficial for all things, as it
holds promise of the life now and that
which is to come.”—1 Tim. 4:7, 8, NW.



(3 91W ona” in XQAsia

My dear Judge,*

. . We've learned a lot about new people
and new customs but mostly we have come to
realize why we went to the Watchtower Bible
School of Gilead. At the time we thought we
knew, but it takes really living a thing to
appreciate its preciousness. Now we know
what the word “missionary” means. | had
wanted it so long and it surely hasn’'t disap-
pointed me.

Korea is a fascinating place to live in. The
business people dress in Western clothes and
are very much interested in modern things.
They are an alert and very clever people; they
love to talk and ask questions. To us they
are always polite. It surprises them that we
come to them speaking their own language.
When we preach they listen carefully and sin-
cerely. Even if they do not want literature
they hear us out. Therefore, in Seoul there is
hardly a person who doesn’t recognize Jeho-
vah's witnesses.

The clergy in exasperation warn their
flocks not to listen to us, but you know the
result of that. The question most frequently
asked is, “How are your beliefs different from
the other religions?” To answer that we sim-
ply take a subject such as the trinity and
knock the foundation out from under it. And
once you have shown them one lie you can
hardly slow them up enough to study things
carefully. All of a sudden they want to know
everything at once; they want to study two
or three nights a week, or even every day.

They come to the meetings, and once they
begin associating with the congregation, it is
no time before they dedicate themselves.
Although they do come in quickly with little
more than basic knowledge they are solid, be-
cause the truth becomes their whole life. They
love to preach as well as talk the truth among
themselves. You cannot help loving them.

After a year and a half it has been thrill-
ing to watch our congregation, one of eight in
Seoul, grow and split and now be ready to
split again. Besides, we've had a share in help-
ing some of our studies mature and be bap-
tized. Now we are grandmothers. Some of the
ones we've studied with have watched their
own good-will interest be immersed. That
really gives you a lump in your throat.

* Because he taught the law course at school.

3 NAtrucioA.

The good-will potential here is unbeliev-
able. We have more than we can ever do. |
had a nice experience just three weeks ago.
Calling at one home I met a young student of
about fourteen. He wanted the book “Let God
Be True”, but was unable to contribute for it
and so | said 1 would come again and gave
him an invitation to the public lecture at the
circuit assembly starting that week. After |
left the house | wrote down the place and
promptly forgot about it. Then at the assem-
bly what should | see but this eager little
face peeking up at me. At first | didn't even
recognize him (all students dress alike in regu-
lar uniforms), but then it dawned on me. He
said | must hurry back to his house because
his parents had to see me.

The next night he was back again to see
the new movie “The Happiness of the New
World Society.” He practically had tears in
his eyes as he saw the New World scenes.
Later | learned his mother and father were
there also. The next Tuesday another mission-
ary and | went to visit them. They welcomed
us into their homes with open arms and
hearts. They had been Methodists for years
but felt that two hours of praying, singing
and listening to their moksa’s (minister’s)
preaching could not be all that God required
of true religion. The father said he wanted a
personal knowledge of the Bible. After our
study last week they said they felt as if God
sent us. Their hearts are satisfied now except
that they see the need for more knowledge.

On paper it is a little hard to transmit the
glow in their eyes and the joy on their faces,
but | felt it was the most wonderful experi-
ence l've ever had. Here you have many un-
usual experiences, because you meet many
high-ranking people, etc., who take their stand.
But of them all, this little close family has
been the dearest.

There is no life on earth like this. Our
missionary family is close and loads of fun.
Our house is wonderful for Korea. Although
temporary disappointments come, they pass.
Korea feels like home.

I hope you and your wife are well and
happy. But how could anyone be otherwise—
what could be better than serving Jehovah?

My love to you both,

[signed] Elaine Schiedt



e Is it proper to refer to the New World so-
ciety as the modern-day city of refuge?—A. P.,
United States.

If you review The Watchtower, December 1,
1955, you will find that it does not use the ex-
pression New World society as synonymous
with city of refuge. It states that the city of
refuge is to be identified as Jehovah’s provision
for protecting us from death for violating the
divine covenant concerning the sacredness of
blood by our coming under and remaining un-
der the benefits of the active service of Jeho-
vah's High Priest, Christ Jesus. It is to be
found with Jehovah’s theocratic organization
inside the New World society and it is identified
the atonement covering of
Christ’s sacrifice. Please see the above-men-
tioned Watchtower, page 719 paragraph 10,
page 722 paragraph 18 and page 724 para-
graph 3.

specifically as

 On page 64 You May Survive Armageddon
into God's New World says: “Jehovah will hide
and save them, not only through the first part
of the universal conflict, Christendom’s de-
struction, but clear through it into his new
world.” What marks the start of Armageddon?
—W. T., United States.

Such pictures of Armageddon as the destruc-
tion of unfaithful Jerusalem in 607 B.C. and
also A.D. 70 indicate that unfaithful Christen-
dom, which was pictured by unfaithful Jeru-
salem, along with all other devil religion, will
be the first element of Satan’s system to go
down at the battle of Armageddon. Other parts
of Satan’s system will be maneuvered by Jeho-
vah to bring about the downfall of this un-
faithful religious element, just as Babylon was
used to topple unfaithful Jerusalem in 607 B.C.
and the Roman Empire was maneuvered to
fell apostate Jerusalem A.D. 70.

We also have the picture of Gog’'s attack on
the New World society and how this calls forth
Jehovah’s decisive counterattack against Gog
or Satan the Devil, which is also involved in
the beginning of the battle of Armageddon.
Harmonizing these, it appears that along with
Gog'’s attack on the true religion will go attacks
by elements of his worldly system on religion
in general, including false brands, and at such
time Jehovah’s anger at the assault on his
true people will precipitate the battle of Ar-
mageddon. Jehovah’s organization of true re-
ligion will not, of course, fall to its destruction
under these attacks but unfaithful religions of
Christendom and heathendom will, and so the
fall of unfaithful Christendom and other false
religions can properly be spoken of as the
opening feature of Armageddon, or as the first
victims of that war.

For further information on this please see
The Watchtower, issues of September 15, 1953
(page 564), October 1, 1953 (page 604) and
July 15, 1954 (page 444).

Jk MPointed. cormrert on QUIt oives

C. At his death in 1896 Alfred B. Nobel, Swedish scientist and inventor of dynamite,

left a $9,000,000 fund, the interest on which was to be distributed yearly to the

men who had contributed the most to the benefit of mankind during the previous

year. These Nobel awards are made in the fields of physics, chemistry, medicine

and physiology, literature and peace. Last November 7 the Nobel Peace Prize Com-

mittee announced that no one had been found worthy of the peace prize in either

1955 or 1956. The 1955 prize of $36,720 had been available for belated award in

1956; now will never be granted. The 1956 award of $38,634 can be given during

the coming year, but at the time the announcement was made no accomplishment

in the field of peace was considered worthy of it.



“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS

March 10: May God Write on Your Heart? and
Getting God’s Law on Your Heart, 1113
Page 80.

March 17: Getting God’'s Law on Your Heart,
114-21. Page 86.

vv CHECK YOUR MEMORY

After reading this issue of "The Watchtower”, do you remember

What command of Jesus you might be
ignoring today? P. 67, 1f2
\S What prompted the translation of the
King James Version Bible? P. 70, If3.

What illuminating document is missing
from most King James Bibles? P. 71, 1f2

What changes have been made in the
“King James Version”? P. 71, fl6.

Why a simple belief that God exists is
not enough? P. 73, 1fd

How Satan will try to break your faith?
P. 76, 1fl.

What joy can overbalance the sorrow of
having to break with your family over the
truth? P. 77, 15

9%

How a missionary feels on entering truly
virgin territory? P. 78, fl6.

(X Where Jehovah looks to take your meas-
ure? P. 80, 1f3

How the precepts of Christianity go
much deeper than the laws of the state?
P. 82, 1fl0.

How to get God's law on your heart?
P. 85, 1f3.

How seeds of truth must be thoroughly
watered to sprout in the heart? P. 91, 1fl8.
(X How to endure the contest of faith vic-
toriously? P. 93, 1f2

What will mark Armageddon’'s start?
P. 95, 1f5.



