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T H E  PURPOSE OF “T H E  W A T C H T O W E R ”
Literal towers in Bible times were elevated vantage points from which 

watchmen could observe happenings, warn o f danger, or announce good 
news. Our magazine figuratively occupies such a vantage point, for it is 
founded on the very pinnacle of wisdom, God’s W o rd . That elevates it 
above racial, national and political propagandas and prejudices, frees it from  
selfish bias. It is not bound by any traditional creed, but its message advanc­
es as the light on God’s purposes and works increases. —  Habakkuk 2 :1 -3 .

It sees things Scripturally. W hen it observes this generation afflicted 
with greed, delinquency, hypocrisy, atheism, war, famine, pestilence, perplex­
ity and fear, and persecution of unpopular minorities, it does not parrot the 
old fable about history repeating itself. Informed by Bible prophecy, it sees in 
these things the sign o f the world’s time of the end. But with bright hope it 
also sees opening up for us just beyond these woes the portals o f a new world.

Thus viewed, “The W atchtower” stands as a watchman atop a tower, 
alert to what is going on, awake to note signs of danger, faithful to point out 
the w ay o f escape. It announces Jehovah’s kingdom established by Christ’s 
enthronement in heaven, feeds his kingdom joint-heirs with spiritual food, 
cheers men o f good will with glorious prospects o f eternal life in a paradise 
earth, comforts us with the resurrection promise for the dead.

It is not dogmatic, but has a confident ring in its voice, because it is based 
on God’s W ord . It does not privately interpret prophecy, but calls attention 
to physical facts, sets them alongside prophecy, and you see for yourself how  
well the two match, how accurately Jehovah interprets his own prophecy. 
In the interests o f our salvation, it keeps sharp and faithful focus on Bible 
truth, and views religious news generally.

‘Be watchful in these perilous times,* God admonishes. So keep on the 
watch by regularly reading “The W atchtower” .
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JEHOVAH commands us to meditate;
and to meditate we need solitude. We 

are to meditate on Jehovah’s Word, not 
just for mental exercise or personal en­
richment of thought or to philosophize, 
but to be better able then to go preach 
it to others. Serious meditation, not day­
dreaming, is hard work. The mind is like 
a balky mule; it takes a few licks and 
kicks to get it moving. And it takes soli­
tude so that outside interferences will be 
cut to as near nothing as possible.

Writing in the December 1,1954, Chris­
tian Century, Simeon Stylites said: “ In so 
many ways we, as a people, have declared 
war on solitude and meditation. We are 
lost without a ‘set’ or a ‘bunch.’ The worst 
possible calamity is to be alone. If you 
enjoy anything alone, you are ‘antisocial’ 
and ought to be rushed to the psycho­
analyst’s couch, or better still to the men­
tal hospital.”

And in the January 11, 1956, issue of 
this journal this writer said: “At last it 
is here—portable TV! Let’s all stand up 
and sing the doxology. For this is the 
climax of a long line of inventions and 
appliances designed to prevent a person 
from ever being reduced to the necessity 
of meeting himself. It will save us—along 
with that other instrument of deliverance 
from the horrors of solitude, the portable

radio— from what many up-to-date mod­
erns regard as the worst fate possible: to 
be left alone without any gadget to pro­
tect them from the necessity of rubbing 
two thoughts together.”

Neither this world nor its god Satan 
wants people to think for themselves. Sa­
tan’s propaganda floods out through world­
ly channels to mold all minds into a con­
formity with his system of things. On 
page 66 of The Age of Conformity Alan 
Valentine says: “ Americans spend so much 
time in sodden absorption in radio, tele­
vision and press that little is left for other 
communication or recreation. Inner re­
sources for self-entertainment are atrophy­
ing from lack of use, and personal thought 
is being made unnecessary by the accept­
ance of predigested opinion from favorite 
commentators.” And on page 113 he adds: 
“The average American has not warmly 
accepted the highest flights of the creative 
mind. He prefers intellectual showmen or 
barkers who do not tax his brain or imagi­
nation too heavily.”

Many like thinking only if others do it. 
They will absorb themselves in television
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quiz and panel shows to listen to others 
think, but shun such mental exercise them­
selves. They would like to have knowledge, 
to know all the answers, but not enough to 
work for it; just as they would like to have 
a strong physique, but not enough to do 
the exercise necessary to get it.

Youth, following in the adult footsteps, 
has the same aversion to solitude and med­
itation. Psychologist Robert Lindner says 
that one main source of youth’s troubles 
today lies in “ the abandonment of that 
solitude which was at once the trademark 
of adolescence and the source of its deep­
est despairs as of its dubious ecstasies. 
And frequently this solitude was creative. 
From it sometimes came the dreams, the 
hopes and the soaring aims that charged 
life henceforward with meaning and con­
tributed to giving us our poets, artists, 
scientists . . . But youth today has aban­
doned solitude in favor of pack-running, 
of predatory assembly, of great collectiv­
ities that bury, if they do not destroy, in­
dividuality. Into these mindless associa­
tions the young flock like cattle. The fee 
they pay for initiation is abandonment of 
self and immersion in the herd . . . This 
innovation can yield no social gain. For it 
is in solitude that the works of hand, heart 
and mind are always conceived. In the 
crowd, herd or gang, it is a mass mind 
that operates—a mind without subtlety, 
without compassion, uncivilized.”

The necessity of solitude and the diffi­
culty of getting it are discussed by Anne 
Morrow Lindbergh in Gift from the Sea: 
“We seem so frightened today of being 
alone that we never let it happen. Even if 
family, friends, and movies should fail, 
there is still the radio or television to fill 
up the void. Women, who used to complain 
of loneliness, need never be alone any 
more. We can do our housework with soap- 
opera heroes at our side. Even daydream­
ing was more creative than this; it de-
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manded something of oneself and it fed 
the inner life. Now, instead of planting 
our solitude with our own dream blossoms, 
we choke the space with continuous music, 
chatter, and companionship to which we 
do not even listen. It is simply there to 
fill the vacuum. When the noise stops there 
is no inner music to take its place. We 
must re-learn to be alone. . . .

“The world today does not understand, 
in either man or woman, the need to be 
alone. How inexplicable it seems. Any­
thing else will be accepted as a better ex­
cuse. If one sets aside time for a business 
appointment, a trip to the hairdresser, a 
social engagement, or a shopping expedi­
tion, that time is accepted as inviolable. 
But if one says: I cannot come because that 
is my hour to be alone, one is considered 
rude, egotistical or strange. What a com­
mentary on our civilization, when being 
alone is considered suspect; when one has 
to apologize for it, make excuses, hide the 
fact that one practices it—like a secret 
vice! Actually these are among the most 
important times in one’s life—when one is 
alone. Certain springs are tapped only 
when we are alone. The artist knows he 
must be alone to create; the writer, to 
work out his thoughts; the musician, to 
compose; the saint, to pray.”

It is the refreshing spiritual springs that 
are tapped by true Christians when they 
meditate in solitude on Jehovah’s Word, 
and when they come together in meetings 
each one has more to contribute to the 
discussion, and when they go preaching in 
the homes of the people they have thoughts 
substantial enough to withstand opposing 
error, overturn it, bring wayward thinking 
into harmony with Jehovah’s Word. Jesus 
sought both solitude and people, one as a 
time to take in and the other as a time to 
give out. And he is “a model for you to fol­
low his steps closely.”—1 Pet. 2:21; 2 Cor. 
10:3-5; Luke 4:42; 5:16, NW.
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OR EG ON

Christians are being urged to 
participate in politics. What 
should the true Christian do? 
Should he try to change the 
world? Or should he change 
himself to harmonize with 
Christianity?

IOLITICS is more and more in the 
I news. And more and more people are 

turning to politics, either by becoming 
members of political parties or by voting 
for party candidates. Amid the growing 
popularity of politics is heard the voice of 
religion. This voice too talks politics. But 
sermonizing on political matters is not all; 
religion urges professed Christians to be 
active politically, as did Pope Pius XII, 
who, according to the New York Times of 
July 23, 1956, “urged Roman Catholics to­
day to take an active part in politics.” But 
even without clerical exhortation, the 
masses of professed Christians are so im­
mersed in politics that many are more ac­
tive politically than religiously. All this 
prompts some questions.

But seldom do people stop to ponder 
these questions: Is it by plunging into 
politics that a person demonstrates he is 
a follower of Christ? Is this quest to better 
the world through politics the example set 
by Jesus and the early Christians?

We can read in history books about the 
position taken by the early Christians re­

garding politics. Thus the book 
Christianity and the Roman Gov­

ern m en t  by E. G. Hardy speaks of 
Christians and “ their aver­

ts© all civic duties and offices.” 
ler book, On the Road to Civil- 

,A World History, by Heckel 
tSigman, tells us: “Christians 
sed to share certain duties of 

citizens. . . . They would 
$|d-political office.” 

fere those early Christians 
in not trying to better the 

•by taking part in politics? 
iuld they be? They had 
Jesus, the Founder of 

jtianity, and his apostles to 
them.

ie Textbook of Christianity, 
*t§jfts us why those early Chris­

tians shunned politics. It shows that a fun­
damental principle of Christianity is sepa­
rateness from the world. And the early 
Christians changed their lives to live up to 
this requirement for right worship. Said 
the Bible writer James: “The form of wor­
ship that is clean and undefiled from the 
standpoint of our God and Father is this: 
to care for orphans and widows in their 
tribulation, and to keep oneself without 
spot from the world.” “ Adulteresses, do 
you not know that the friendship with the 
world is enmity with God? Whoever, there­
fore, wants to be a friend of the world is 
constituting himself an enemy of God.” 
To delve into politics would mean to show 
friendship for the world, and to show 
friendship for the world would mean to 
make oneself an enemy of God. That is 
why the early Christians shunned politics. 
—Jas. 1:27; 4:4, NW.

GOD’S KINGDOM NO PART OF THIS WORLD
But why should true Christians shun 

politics when they could do much, seem­
ingly, to better the world? The answer is,

645



646
as the Bible shows, that true Christians 
do not advocate or preach democracy, 
socialism, communism or any other form 
of human government as a remedy for the 
world’s woes. What Christians preach is 
a heavenly government, the kingdom of 
God. And that kingdom is not part of this 
world. Said Jesus: “My kingdom is no part 
of this world. If my kingdom were part of 
this world, my attendants would have 
fought that I should not be delivered up 
to the Jews. But, as it is, my kingdom is 
not from this source.”—John 18:36,

God’s kingdom is no mere social reform. 
It is the government that will rule the 
universe. To make way for the universal 
rule of God’s kingdom, the Bible shows, 
the political governments of this world 
must be destroyed. Not from men will 
come this destruction, but from God. De­
clared the prophet Daniel: “ In the days of 
those kings shall the God of heaven set up 
a kingdom which shall never be destroyed, 
nor shall the sovereignty thereof be left to 
another people; but it shall break in pieces 
and consume all these kingdoms, and it 
shall stand for ever.”—Dan. 2:44,

So the early Christians were careful not 
to meddle with politics. They knew that 
God’s kingdom is destined to destroy all 
political governments and that those in­
volved in politics would be enemies of God 
and hence also in line for destruction. 
Vigorously the early Christians preached 
the Kingdom hope of the world. They 
showed the utter futility of trusting in hu­
man rulers. The apostle Paul wrote: “Now 
we speak wisdom among those who are 
adults, but not the wisdom of this system 
of things nor that of the rulers of this sys­
tem of things who are to come to nothing.” 
We are still living in what the Bible calls 
this “present wicked system of things.” 
But soon now at the impending war of 
Armageddon the rulers of this world will 
come to nothing. Those persons friendly
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with the world are in line for the same 
fate.—1 Cor. 2:6; Gal. 1:4, NW.

Jesus wanted his followers to live and 
not suffer destruction with this evil world. 
So he urged them, not to participate in 
politics, but to stay separate from the 
world. He set the example himself and al­
ways lived up to his words: “ I am no part 
of the world.”—John 17:16,

On one occasion the populace of Galilee 
wanted Jesus to plunge into politics. The 
people saw that Jesus was righteous and 
wise and they realized that he would make 
the ideal political ruler. They may have 
felt that Jesus was merely throwing away 
his opportunities by preaching a future 
kingdom when he could have a kingdom 
right there and then. How did Jesus re­
spond to the crowd’s popular draft? “There­
fore Jesus, realizing they were about to 
come and seize him to make him king, 
withdrew again into the mountain all 
alone.” No politics for Jesus!—John 6:15, 
NW.

CHANGE YOURSELF TO FIT CHRISTIANITY

The attitude of that crowd gives us an 
idea as to what the masses today try to 
do to Christianity. That group was not 
really interested in living Christianity. Oh, 
they were greatly interested in the by­
products of Christianity, but hardly at all 
in Christianity itself. They reasoned, If 
he will give us loaves and fishes, better 
houses, shorter hours, bigger wages and 
the means to lighten our work and add to 
our leisure, then let us follow him and 
make him our ruler. For their own selfish 
purposes they wanted Jesus to be made 
king; they wanted Jesus to change Chris­
tianity. But Jesus did not change re­
quirement of Christianity—separateness 
from the world—to suit men. If they want­
ed to be Christ’s followers they would have 
to change themselves to fit Christianity.

SfieWATCHTOWER
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The attitude of the masses today is little 
different. As a result, to the masses Chris­
tianity is a watered-down faith, a faith 
that has been adulterated, toned down and 
altered to suit the moods of those who did 
not like the Christian requirements as they 
stood. Though the Bible is clear on the 
Christian requirement of separateness 
from the world, most people who call them­
selves Christian quickly change that re­
quirement to suit themselves. But the true 
Christian does not alter the requirement; 
he alters himself to suit the requirement. 
The Bible command is: “Quit being fash­
ioned after this system of things, but be 
transformed by making your mind over, 
that you may prove to yourselves the good 
and acceptable and complete will of God.” 
—Rom. 12:2, NW.

For a Christian to participate in the 
world’s politics is to fashion himself after 
this system of things. Rather, the Chris­
tian changes himself, if he is to be a true 
Christian, according to the “acceptable and 
complete will of God.” So after learning 
what God’s requirements are, a change in 
the person, not the requirements, must be 
made. “Put away the old personality which 
conforms to your former course of conduct 
and which is being corrupted according to 
his deceptive desires.”  The change in the 
person results in a new personality, fash­
ioned not after this world but after God’s 
will: “Put on the new personality which 
was created according to God’s will in true 
righteousness and loving-kindness.”—Eph. 
4:22-24, N W .

One who puts on the “new personality” 
cam no longer be a part of this world. He 
must follow closely in the footsteps of 
Christ Jesus, who said of his followers: 
“They are no part of the world just as I 
am no part of the world.”  “If you were 
part of the world, the world would be fond 
of what is its own. Now because you are 
no part of the world, but I have chosen you
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out of the world, on this account the world 
hates you.”—John 17:16; 15:19,

“No part of the world”—that is the 
stand taken by true Christians. This does 
not mean withdrawing oneself from asso­
ciation with all people of the world and 
living a hermit’s life in the seclusion of a 
monastery. No, Jesus did not become a 
monk to keep himself unspotted from the 
world. He did a preaching work, visiting 
the people in their homes; and yet he kept 
himself from friendship with the world. 
Jesus wanted no part of this world be­
cause he knew that the political powers of 
this world are by and are under the “ ruler 
of this world,” “ the god of this system of 
things,” Satan the Devil. “ The whole world 
is lying in the power of the wicked one.” 
—John 12:31; 2Cor.4:4; 1 John5:19, NW.

How clear now why friendship with the 
world means enmity with God! This world 
is ruled by God’s archenemy, the Devil. 
Friends of this world, then, must be ene­
mies of God. How can Christians involve 
themselves in worldly politics and expect 
God’s approval? They cannot! “Do not be 
loving either the world or the things in the 
world. If anyone loves the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him.”— 1 John 2:15, 
NW.

Christ Jesus truly had the love of his 
Father, Jehovah. At all times he kept him­
self without spot from the world. Even 
when offered rulership of this world Jesus 
rejected it, retaining his love for his Fa­
ther and his Christian separateness from 
the world. The Bible tells us: “The Devil 
took him along to an unusually high moun­
tain, and showed him all the kingdoms of 
the world and their glory, and he said to 
him: ‘All these things I will give you if you 
fall down and do an act of worship to me.’ 
Then Jesus said to him: ‘Go away, Satan! 
For it is written, ‘It is Jehovah your God 
you must worship.’ ”— Matt. 4:8-10, NW.
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THIS WORLD AND ITS POLITICS DOOMED

The Devil controlled all the kingdoms of 
the world in Jesus’ day; he still does. But 
soon now the “ruler of this world” will be 
put out of the way and this present wicked 
system of things forever come to its end. 
True Christians, then, demonstrate that 
they are followers of Christ, not by trying 
to patch up this world or reform it through 
politics, but by declaring the good news of 
the kingdom that will destroy this world. 
No matter how many votes are cast for 
the rulers of this system of things it is 
doomed. No amount of political campaign­
ing, no number of professed Christians in 
politics and no amount of prayers for this 
world by the clergy or politicians will save 
it from certain destruction. “The world is 
passing away and so is its desire, but he 
that does the will of God remains forever.” 
—1 John 2:17, NW.

When this world comes to its fiery end 
at the war of Armageddon, all the rulers of 
the earth and their supporters, no matter 
of what political ideology or religious be­
lief, will be against Jehovah’s King of kings 
and Lord of lords, Christ Jesus. The Reve­
lation account says: “ I saw the wild beast 
and the kings of the earth and their armies 
gathered together to wage the war with 
the one seated on the horse and with his 
army.” The political powers will go down 
in defeat before Christ Jesus and his heav­
enly armies and will be hurled into the 
“ fiery lake that bums with sulphur,” the 
Gehenna of everlasting destruction.—Rev. 
19:19-21, NW.
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After this wicked system of things has 
been destroyed and Satan the Devil put 
out of the way a new world of righteous­
ness begins under the Kingdom. The King­
dom will give mankind a perfect govern­
ment and, not only that, but the opportu­
nity for everlasting life. The survivors of 
Jehovah’s “war of the great day of God 
the Almighty” will enjoy a righteous new 
world that will be “one world.” For there 
will be but one government, and that gov­
ernment will be heavenly. Politics will be 
gone, and gone for good. The politics that 
have divided men of all religions and 
caused men of the very same religion to 
kill one another for political systems will 
be gone for all time.—Rev. 16:14, NW.

You can enjoy the everlasting blessings 
of the righteous government or kingdom 
that will embrace all this earthly globe in 
its rule. To do so means changing oneself 
to harmonize with the requirements of 
Christianity, paramount of which is the 
command to be no part of this world.

Today the Christian witnesses of Jeho­
vah, like the witnesses of Jehovah in the 
early days of Christianity, keep unspotted 
from the world. They conscientiously re­
frain from taking part in the politics of 
this world, yes, even from voting. They 
know that political participation not only 
would be futile but would bring God’s dis­
approval. Maintaining the true Christian 
view of politics will help you keep un­
spotted from this wicked system of things 
and gain everlasting life under the perfect 
government of the post-Armageddon new 
world.
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Where is the wise man? Where the scribe? Where the debater of this system  of 
things? Did not God make the wisdom of the world foolish? For since, in the 

wisdom of God, the world through its wisdom did not get to know God,
God saw good through the foolishness of what is preached to save those 

believing. . . . Because a foolish thing of God is wiser than men, 
and a weak thing of God is stronger than men. . . and God 

chose the ignoble things of the world and the things looked 
down upon, the things that are not, that he might bring 

to nothing the things that are.— 1 Cor. 1:20-28, N W .



O N E Y  has  n o t  al­
ways been conven­

iently carried in a change 
purse ready for use. The 
time was, and still is in 
some places, when payment 
of a debt was made in cat­
tle. A little large for one’s 
wallet, but nonetheless ac­
ceptable for commercial  
purposes. In ancient Baby­
lonia rates of exchange were 
worked out for such items 
as oxen, sheep, dates, oil, 
barley and silver. Even to­
day some contracts may 
stipulate payment in sugar, 
dried fish, cattle or com, or if not stipu­
lated, they may be accepted.

It is of interest to note that this early 
form of exchange is reflected in the term 
“pecuniary,” signifying, “pertaining to or 
consisting of money.” It comes from the 
Latin pecus, which means cattle, and 
which was apparently the first money of 
the Romans. The Bible relates that barter, 
or exchanging cattle and goods as pay­
ment, was resorted to by all Egypt and 
Canaan during the severe famine of the 
eighteenth century B.C.—Gen. 47:14-17.

MONEY WAS WEIGHED

Money is mentioned in that Bible ac­
count, but this does not mean money as 
we know it today. This is shown by the 
related account in Genesis 43:20,21, where 
reference is made to the “money in full

weight.” It consisted of pieces 
of silver that were weighed to 
determine value. Jeremiah 32: 
10 (AS) speaks of a similar 
payment: “And I subscribed 
the deed, and sealed it, and 
called witnesses, and weighed 
him the money in the bal­
ances.”  This money bore no 
stamp of authority.

With this system of ex­
change it was necessary to have 
along balances, weights and some 
silver in order to pay a debt. For 
the most part these weights con­
sisted of stones, and later lead 
pieces, hung from one’s girdle in 
a pouch. However, at Lachish 
and e l s e w h e r e  a number of 
weights have been unearthed 
that are shaped as crouching 
lions, bulls, geese and ducks. It 
may be that a similar reference 
is involved when the Hebrew 
text at Genesis 33:19 says that 

Jacob purchased a field for one hundred 
kesitahs, which possibly means lambs. That 
may have designated the weight used or it 
may have been a coin with the likeness of 
a sheep stamped on it; but this is quite 
early to say definitely that it was a coin 
in use.

Consistent with the practice of using 
stones of specific weights is the Hebrew 
word eben, or stone, which also means 
weight. Considerable accuracy was possi­
ble through these weights. But in Baby­
lon, and elsewhere, this use of unmarked 
money gave rise to considerable fraud. A 
merchant might use two sets of weights, 
one for buying and another for selling. 
That such practice did exist is shown by 
Jehovah’s specific condemnation of it for 
his people: “You must not come to have in 
your bag two sorts of weights, a great one 
and a small one.” “Diverse weights, and
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diverse measures, both of them alike are 
an abomination to Jehovah.” (Deut. 25:13, 
NW; Prov. 20:10, AS Layard’s studies 
reveal that Babylon had a royal and a com­
mon set of weights, used to give the king 
the advantage in all business transactions 
to which he was a party; also there were 
heavy and light weights in use, the latter 
being just half as heavy as the former.

We are not to assume from this discus­
sion that their currency was totally void of 
any specific size or shape, only weights 
having a definite shape. Indications are 
to the contrary. Although the pieces were 
not officially stamped with a designation 
of value, many of the smaller units in com­
mon use were no doubt of a recognized 
value, since they were used so often. The 
account in Genesis 24:22 seems to
indicate this: “Consequently it came about 
that, when the camels had finished drink­
ing, then the man took a gold nose ring of a 
half shekel in weight and two bracelets for 
her hands, ten shekels of gold was their 
weight.”  These rings were of a specific 
and known weight. Aside from ornamenta­
tion, they may also have served as money. 
This was later true of Egyptian money as 
well. In Assyria, however, it is reported 
that silver and gold bars or wedges were 
used for money. This is reflected in the 
Bible account that tells of Achan’s taking 
these as loot from Jericho.—Josh. 7:21.

During this early period of time and 
even in David’s day gold was not the ordi­
nary medium of exchange. It was simply 
used as an article of merchandise, a pre­
cious metal in most cases, but not the 
standard of value. You may recall that 
Abraham paid for the field he purchased 
from Ephron the Hittite with silver, “four 
hundred silver shekels current with the 
merchants.” (Gen. 23:16, W )  This prac­
tice was true among others besides the 
Hebrews, for the Midianites, Philistines 
and Syrians, among others, also employed
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silver as their commercial standard of 
value.

Since money had been weighed out for 
so long, it is not surprising to learn that 
monetary designations are also designa­
tions of weights. Principally, there are five 
divisions: the gerah, bekah, shekel, maneh 
and talent. The Bible itself gives us much 
information on their value in relation to 
one another, but it is rather difficult to say 
definitely what their specific values are 
in terms of present-day science of weights 
and measures.

COMPARATIVE VALUES

Exodus 38:25, 26 (NW)  gives us the key 
to the relationship of the talent and the 
shekel: “And the silver of the ones regis­
tered of the assembly was a hundred tal­
ents and one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-five shekels by the shekel of the 
sanctuary. The half shekel for an individ­
ual was the half of a shekel by the shekel 
of the sanctuary, for every mein who was 
serving according to those who were regis­
tered from twenty years of age and up­
ward, amounting to six hundred and three 
thousand five hundred and fifty.” A  half 
shekel from each of 603,550 persons would 
yield 301,775 shekels of silver. The ac­
count tells us that this is equal to one hun­
dred talents and 1,775 shekels. That means 
that each talent contained three thousand 
shekels.

Talent is our word for the Hebrew kiJc- 
kar’, which means circle, round or oval. 
Maneh is from a root meaning to count 
or reckon. The Greek mina means a por­
tion, that is, a subdivision of the talent; 
sixty manehs equaled a talent. Shekel 
comes from an expression in Hebrew 
meaning to weigh, and it did actually sig­
nify the common unit of weight. Weight 
was usually expressed in terms of shekels. 
Bekah, the half shekel, is from the Hebrew 
for a cleft or fraction; it signifies a divi­
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sion or a half. And the gerah, or bean or 
kernel, was similar to the grain now used 
in weighing. This gerah was one-twentieth 
of a shekel; as Leviticus 27:25 
says: “The shekel should amount to twen­
ty gerahs.’’

Some feel that the Hebrew talent may 
have been equal to 115 pounds troy. If such 
was the case, then figuring gold at $32 an 
ounce and silver at 88 cents an ounce, we 
should be presented with a picture like 
this: In silver the gerah would be worth 
about 2 cents, the bekah 20 cents, the 
shekel 40 cents, the maneh $20.24 and the 
talent $1,214.40. In gold the value of the 
gerah would be about 74 cents, the bekah 
$7.36, the shekel $14.72, the maneh $736 
and the talent $44,160. Although other 
authorities do not give exactly the same 
figures, still this gives us something to 
start with, and from here the relative 
weight and value of the other denomina­
tions may be figured. On our scale one 
talent equals sixty manehs; a maneh is 
fifty shekels; each shekel is two bekahs 
and the bekah is ten gerahs.

Some question may arise as to the rela­
tion between the shekel and the maneh in 
view of Ezekiel 45:12, which says, “And 
the shekel shall be twenty gerahs: twenty 
shekels, five and twenty shekels, fifteen 
shekels, shall be your maneh.” This would 
appear to say that the maneh has sixty 
shekels instead of the fifty mentioned 
above. However, many scholars prefer the 
Greek reading of the text as given in the 
Codex Alexandrinus: “Five shekels are 
five, and ten shekels are ten, and fifty 
shekels shall be your maneh.” In other 
words, the weights were to be honest and 
according to the accepted standard, nei­
ther more nor less.

BIBLICAL REFERENCES

Applied to Bible accounts what light 
does this throw on our understanding of
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the texts? Well, did you ever wonder how 
much money Joseph’s brothers accepted 
when they sold him into Egyptian slav­
ery? In terms of the value of equivalent 
silver in our day the “twenty pieces of 
silver” would be only about $8. (Gen. 
37:28) Later on the Mosaic law stipulated 
the price of a slave as thirty pieces of sil­
ver, which would come to around $12. 
(Ex. 21:32) Remember, it was for thirty 
pieces of silver that Judas was willing to 
betray Jesus.—Matt. 27:3.

We have often read the account of Ha- 
man and his hatred for the people of God, 
but it is difficult to conceive of a man as 
filled with bitterness toward anyone as he 
was toward the Jews. The account at 
Esther 3:9 {NW)  tells us about it, saying: 
“ If to the king it does seem good, let there 
be a writing that they be destroyed, and 
ten thousand silver talents I shall pay into 
the hands of those doing the work by 
bringing [it] into the king’s treasury.” 
Can you imagine a man with such hatred 
that he was willing to pay $12,144,000 to 
have the object of his hatred removed?

Every Bible reader is acquainted with 
David, and most of us have some idea of 
the picture David and Goliath must have 
presented as they faced each other on the 
battlefield. Goliath was insulted as he saw 
the lad David coming out with a simple 
sling in his hand. There in front of young 
David stood a giant, “his height being six 
cubits and a span,” or nine feet nine 
inches. “And there was a helmet of cop­
per on his head, and he was clad with a 
coat of mail, of overlapping scales, and 
the weight of the coat of mail was five 
thousand shekels of copper. And there 
were greaves of copper above his feet and 
a javelin of copper between his shoulders. 
And the wooden shaft of his spear was 
like the beam of loom workers, and the 
blade of his spear was six hundred shekels 
of iron.” (1 Sam. 17:4-7, NW)  His coat

fEeWATCHTOWER.



652
of mail alone weighed over 157 pounds and 
just the head of his spear came to almost 
19 pounds. But this metal-clad monstrosity 
did not cause David to turn back in dis­
may. Fully confident that Jehovah was 
with him David went through with his 
assignment and came off victorious.

It is often observed in these Bible ac­
counts, especially in the Law of Moses, 
that weights, or payment of money, were 
to be figured according to the shekel of 
the sanctuary. What was that shekel of 
the sanctuary, as it is so often called? 
McClintock and Strong’s Cyclopaedia views 
the matter this way: “The Weight of the 
Sanctuary, or Weight of the Temple (Exo­
dus 30:13, 24), was probably the standard 
weight, preserved in some apartment of 
the Temple, and not a different weight 
from the common shekel; for though 
Moses appoints that all things valued by 
their price in silver should be rated by 
the weight of the sanctuary, he makes no 
difference between this shekel of twenty 
oboli, or twenty gerahs, and the common 
shekel.” (Volume 10, pages 900, 901) In 
other words, the expression may indicate 
nothing other than that the weight should 
be accurate, following the standard 
weights kept by the priests in the temple.

Since the practice was to weigh silver to 
determine its value, counting money was 
rare, and then it was probably done only to 
get an estimate of value. (2 Ki. 12:10) 
When coins came into use, of course, it was 
different. But in Israel this was not until 
after their exile in Babylon.

COINS

The Lydians in Asia Minor were prob­
ably the first to issue coins, doing so to­
ward the end of the eighth century B.C. 
History shows that staters, made of an 
alloy of gold and silver called electron, 
were struck at Lydia about that time. It 
was along in the sixth century B.C. that

B r o o k l y n , N .  Y .

the practice reached Persia, where a thick 
gold coin, the daric, featuring the king 
kneeling and holding a javelin, was issued. 
The Jews became acquainted with these 
coins through Persia, no doubt taking 
some back to Jerusalem with them. (Ezra 
1:4) The post-captivity books of Ezra, 
Chronicles and Nehemiah make reference 
to them. (Ezra 2:69; 1 Chron. 29:7; Neh. 
7:70-72) Later Grecian and Roman cur­
rency circulated in Palestine, and at times 
even the Jews coined money.

By Jesus’ day a strange complexity of 
coins was in use around Jerusalem. When 
Jews traveled to the temple from foreign 
lands they brought their own money with 
them. The Greeks had brought in their 
talent (smaller than the Hebrew talent) 
and mina, and the drachma and stater or 
tetradrachma coins; now the Romans used 
the denarius, quadrans and assarion. But 
this money was not accepted for contribu­
tions in the temple. Whether the poll tax 
or a freewill offering, it had to be pre­
sented in the native coin.

Thus arose the need for money-changers. 
They set up stalls for business in the city 
and at the time of the passover they actu­
ally moved into the temple area, setting 
up their tables in the Court of Gentiles. 
They made about three cents profit on just 
a single half shekel change. Their dishon­
esty and selfishness were entirely out of 
harmony with the true worship that should 
have been practiced there. Twice during 
his earthly ministry Jesus overturned 
their tables, spilling their money and de­
nouncing their commercializing of the wor­
ship there.—John 2:14-16; Matt. 21:12,13.

On one occasion as Jesus, using an illus­
tration, spoke to his disciples he said: “The 
kingdom of the heavens is like a man, a 
householder, who went out early in the 
morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 
When he had agreed with the workers for
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a denarius a day, he sent them forth into 
his vineyard.” (Matt. 20:1, 2, This 
statement of one denarius, or about 17 
cents, as an acceptable day’s wage at that 
time sheds much light on Revelation 6:6, 
which says: “And I heard a voice as if in 
the midst of the four living creatures say: 
‘A quart of wheat for a day’s wage [de­
narius, rendered penny in the King James 
Version and shilling in the American 
Standard Version], and three quarts of 
barley for a day’s wage; and do not harm 
the olive oil and the wine.’ ” (NW)  That

<-As told by A. C Attwood

T HIS story goes back more than twen­
ty years. It was in 1935 that I began 

to know the truth. My father, a retired 
businessman, was nominally a Roman 
Catholic but in practice a complete agnos­
tic. A sick man, he took no part in the 
drama to follow. He died in 1939. Mother 
was an Anglican, a pillar of the local 
church. My sister was educated in Roman 
Catholic convents, while my brother and 
I were brought up in the Church of Eng­
land. I was the youngest.

My parents liked the idea of mine, to be 
an architect. But father insisted that I 
work in an office for a year to get business 
experience before beginning the necessary 
training. After that I went to the Bristol 
School of Architecture. While I was in the

denarius represented a day’s wage—a great 
deal of money for a single quart of wheat. 
The text speaks of real famine, just as 
Jesus foretold at Matthew 24:7.

Application of your knowledge of Bib­
lical weights and money does not take 
much time, but it may add considerably 
to your appreciation of the accounts you 
read. Next time you see in your Bible a 
reference to some one of the units of 
weight or money stop and think what it 
means in the standard that you use each 
day.

office the turning point in my life came.
Returning one day after the midday 

break, I met a lady at the top of the ele­
vator. She was waiting outside the office 
door. She opened her bag and showed me 
a selection of books and booklets on Bible 
topics. I always had been a Bible lover and 
took a booklet. It was called “World Re­
covery.” When I started to read it I became 
completely absorbed. It was quite different 
from anything I had ever read before. 
Reaching home, I began looking up words 
like “Armageddon” in dictionaries and 
encyclopedias. I must have read that book­
let half a dozen times. My curiosity was so 
aroused that I wrote to London for the 
catalog advertised on the back. Then I 
ordered every booklet published by the 
Society up to that time, including all the 
old ones like Crimes and Calamities, etc. 
I devoured them all, one after another. 
Then all the bound books, from The Harp 
of God to Jehovah. I started on Creation, 
then the Light books, and finally all the 
rest. I was only seventeen. I was a regular 
churchgoer along with mother. Even be­
fore I got that booklet I was beginning to 
entertain grave misgivings about the 
church. Now I could see nothing good in it 
and realized that I just had to get out. As 
I read the publications I soon saw the ob-
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ligation to preach. So I started on mother, 
passing over the books and urging her to 
read. I also ordered a hundred booklets 
from London and spread them all over the 
village. During all this time no one had 
called nor had I seen any of Jehovah’s 
witnesses anywhere. As I lived eight miles 
out of town in the heart of the country, 
this was not surprising.

At this point things began to happen. 
Angered by the exposure of the clergy, 
mother began opposing. I started protest­
ing about going to church but was forced 
to go against my will. So I began a sit- 
down strike, refusing to participate in the 
church service. I folded booklets inside my 
hymnbook and sat there reading them de­
spite mother’s angry glares and indignant 
prods. In the meantime I became a sub­
scriber for the Watchtower and Golden 
Age magazines. Several of the latter got 
into mother’s hands and the cartoons just 
maddened her. After weeks of violent rows 
and upsets at home I finally won the 
church-attendance struggle and was al­
lowed to stay home.

Being all alone in the truth, I yearned to 
have association. So I wrote to London and 
asked if there was anyone in Bristol I 
could get in touch with. They sent me 
Brother Harding’s address. He was the 
local “ service director.” I wrote for the 
times of the meetings and also explained 
what was happening at home. As soon as 
I got his reply I ran away to the meeting 
the very next Sunday, cycling the eight 
miles into Bristol. The meeting consisted 
of a recorded lecture on the “ terrible 
image” of Daniel’s prophecy, with a dis­
cussion afterward. I took a full part in the 
discussion (for the questions seemed very 
easy), at which everybody in the hall 
turned round and stared at me. When they 
learned who I was I got much encourage­
ment and laid the foundation for pursuing
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my purpose in life and for friendships that 
have lasted to this day.

On my reaching home the storm burst 
in all its fury. It lasted for weeks and 
weeks, but I never once missed a meeting 
after that first Sunday. October, 1936, 
there was an assembly in Bristol. I ran 
away from home to attend and was bap­
tized. Things then eased up a bit and early 
in 1937 I was able to attend the big Memo­
rial convention in Liverpool. But that was 
only the lull before an even worse storm. 
Violent threats, hysterical ravings, floods 
of emotional tears, and all that kind of 
thing, became a daily occurrence until it 
became clear that to live in that house and 
stay in the truth was impossible.

Resolved to leave home, I resigned from 
the School of Architecture and began to 
look for a job. I got one as a draftsman. 
I packed up and left home, having made 
arrangements to live with one of the 
brothers in Bristol.

Then began the happiest moments of my 
life. In August I got time off to attend the 
international assembly in Paris, an event 
I shall never forget as long as I live. It 
was there that I decided that full-time 
service was the only course for me. In 
November, 1937, I enrolled as a pioneer. 
The Society assigned me to a rural terri­
tory in Norfolk (England), where I joined 
another pioneer. We worked together hap­
pily for four months, cycling many miles 
visiting farms and country villages. Then 
I got an assignment to go to Lincoln and 
serve as pioneer-congregation servant. 
There were about sixty or seventy publish­
ers there. The congregation was in a bad 
way, torn with dissension and very sick 
spiritually. I got a wonderful blessing at 
Lincoln and am happy to say that condi­
tions improved in a short time, thanks to 
Jehovah’s undeserved kindness.

Although I was only nineteen years of 
age, one privilege after another was heaped
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upon me and my life was one perpetual 
joy. How happy I was that I had entered 
the full-time service! Being young and 
somewhat impetuous, I got plenty of 
knocks, but soon learned, and these ex­
periences have been valuable since. Sep­
tember, 1938, came Brother Rutherford’s 
visit to London and the great lecture “Face 
the Facts.” I was sent to Birmingham as 
convention servant. After that the zone 
work began and I was among the first zone 
servants appointed. I was sent to York­
shire and spent a happy year visiting the 
congregations. The following year I was 
convention servant at Leeds for the “Gov­
ernment and Peace” convention. Then I 
was transferred to the neighboring zone 
in Lancashire, where I did another year 
of this work. But just before my transfer 
World War II burst upon the inhabited 
earth. With the coming of war young men 
like myself were faced with military con­
scription and other forms of war service. 
I was now twenty-one. Like everybody else 
I had to register and in due time I was 
called before a conscientious objector’s 
tribunal to have my case heard. The judge 
seemed to be a fair-minded man and his 
questions were easy. I answered clearly 
and to the point and he gave me uncondi­
tional exemption. What a happy moment! 
I could now carry on my full-time service 
uninterrupted.

October, 1940, just after the bombing of 
London had begun, I was called in from 
the field to become a member of the Bethel 
family. I was in Bethel for almost five 
years. It was not easy carrying on during 
the air raids, particularly during the first 
winter. At one time we had raids for ninety 
consecutive nights without a break. While 
carrying on the work during the day, we 
would often have to be up part of the 
night and several times had to join in fire­
fighting, including fires on the Society’s 
property. Also at that time many changes
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were taking place in the organization and 
there was quite a bit of testing for every­
body. Those years in Bethel were filled 
with many privileges as well as hard expe­
riences. I served as congregation servant 
of five different London units, was sent 
out to care for various assemblies and en­
joyed many other privileges.

With the coming of 1945 the dark years 
of war drew to a close and with it a change 
for me. I was sent out from the Bethel as a 
servant to the brethren, or circuit servant, 
as we now call them. For over a year I was 
back visiting congregations. And how I 
enjoyed it! Not that I did not appreciate 
Bethel life. I did. But after the long years 
of war and the many nerve-racking expe­
riences it was a relief to get out into the 
field for a change. I just put everything I 
had into that service and I still think that 
that year was about the happiest I have 
ever spent pursuing my purpose in life. 
In the winter of 1945-46 I met Brother 
Knorr at Sheffield and there filled out my 
preliminary application for Gilead. In May, 
1946, with seven others I set sail for 
America. We were the first eight to go 
from England.

After arrival in the States, my first two 
months were at the Brooklyn Bethel and 
factory. Then came the Cleveland conven­
tion. After that a little while at Kingdom 
Farm, followed by the opening of the 
eighth class of Gilead in September, 1946. 
After graduation, a week’s rest in Canada 
with friends and then pioneering in New 
York city, while waiting for a ship for 
Nigeria, which was to be my assignment. 
After a month’s pioneering I was called 
into the factory for training, which lasted 
for two months. Then we set sail, three of 
us for Nigeria and two for the Gold Coast, 
all on the same ship.

We arrived in Nigeria June 21,1947, and 
here a new chapter in my life opened. I 
have now been here almost eight years and
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I certainly think this is one of the finest 
assignments anyone could possibly have. 
Just think: when we got here there were 
about 3,500 publishers in the country. And 
how many today? Almost 20,000! Would 
you not like to have an experience like 
that? It has not been easy by any means. 
There have been many hard problems, 
many difficult experiences. I have learned 
a great deal since I have been here. It has 
been a real thrill to see the way the Afri­
can brothers have progressed. To see them 
abandon polygamy, clean up their lives by 
abandoning untheocratic customs and be­
come fully dedicated mature ministers has 
brought me indescribable joy. During my 
years in Nigeria I have traveled the length 
and breadth of the land, served dozens of 
assemblies and enjoyed many wonderful 
experiences. During all these years I have 
been in the Bethel home in Lagos and so 
have been in a good position to witness 
the increase.

After a few years in Nigeria another 
problem presented itself. The work began 
to open up in the surrounding French ter­
ritories and some of these were placed 
under the Nigerian branch. To care for the 
work required someone with a knowledge 
of the French language. Various attempts 
were made to find someone but without 
success. So I came to the conclusion that 
the only solution was to learn the language 
myself so that the work could be cared 
for. It was a hard problem. I had last 
studied French at school over seventeen 
years ago and had forgotten it all. Also 
Bethel life does not give one much oppor­
tunity for studying a language and the 
tropical climate makes one very tired in 
the evenings. However, realizing that the 
work demanded it, I set to work in earnest, 
providing myself with the necessary text­
books. Inside a year I began dealing with 
all the French correspondence that was 
coming into the office. Now I can read and
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write the language without difficulty. At 
present we have almost fifty French con­
gregations and nearly 2,500 publishers to 
care for outside Nigeria. For the past two 
years I have been in touch with a French 
Gilead graduate and every time I write a 
letter in French I send him a copy and he 
marks on it any improvements or correc­
tions necessary. So I am also getting ex­
pert tuition by post.

There is much more that I could say 
about my experiences in Nigeria, but space 
does not allow. It makes me happy to think 
that at the age of thirty-seven I have spent 
twenty years in the truth, almost eighteen 
of which have been in the full-time service. 
And that full-time service has been contin­
uous, without any break whatever. It is true 
that I have been away from England for 
almost ten years, but that does not worry 
me. Since I have been here mother has died 
and I am sorry to say she remained an 
embittered hater of the truth to the end. 
I have not seen my brother for nineteen 
years and have seen my sister only once in 
the same period. I do not even know their 
whereabouts. But Jesus told us that those 
who followed him would be separated from 
fleshly parents and relatives, but would 
gain many more in the New World so­
ciety. Although I have no home of my 
own I know that if I ever do get back for 
a visit there are dozens of doors that will 
open to me without my even asking.

And now I want to urge upon all young 
people who have been blessed with the 
truth to launch out into the service. Grasp 
every privilege that is placed before you. 
That is what I did. And just think of the 
blessings I have had! Would you not like 
to enjoy the same things? Get into the 
full-time work. Stick to it. Go to Gilead if 
you have the chance. Then go off to your 
foreign assignment and stick to it. Jehovah 
will never let you down. I know that from 
experience in pursuing my purpose in life.
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“  F i n a l l y , brothers, whatever 
things are true, whatever 
things are o f  serious con­
cern, whatever things are 
righteous, whatever things 
are chaste, whatever things 
are lovable, whatever things 
are well spok en  o f , whatever 
virtue there is and whatever 
praiseworthy thing there is, 
continue considering these 
things.” — Phil, 4 : 8 ,  N W .

whatever praiseworthy thing there is, con­
tinue considering these things.” (Phil. 4:8, 
NW) The fact is that today virtue is truly 
appreciated by but a minority. How about 
you? Do you wish to turn away from those 
who are without virtue? Significant is the 
prophetic passage, so well known: “But 
know this, that in the last days critical 
times hard to deal with will be here. For 
men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of 
money, self-assuming, haughty, blasphem­
ers, disobedient to parents, without grati­
tude, with no loving-kindness, having no 
natural affection, not open to any agree­
ment, slanderers, without self-control, 
fierce, without love of goodness, betrayers, 
headstrong, puffed up with self-esteem, 
lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of 
God, having a form of godly devotion but 
proving false to its power; and from these 
turn away.”  (2 Tim. 3:1-5, 1VW) The fore­
going describes men lacking virtue, 
from whom Christians must turn. It shows 
contrast and controversy between that 
which is virtuous and that which is not.

3 If there were no such things as the ele­
ments that constitute virtue, this scripture

N EVERY side men are con­
fronted with evidences of Jeho­
vah God that they cannot es­
cape. Even though he is denied, 
questioned and belittled, his su­

premacy and righteousness stand un­
shaken, and constitute complete assur­
ance for those who worship him. (Ps. 
14:1; 53:1-4) Is this true even today, when 
the times are so critical and when men in 
general do not love God? Yes, this is espe­
cially true now, because the extremes of 
unrighteousness on every hand not only 
constitute a great sign of deliverance of 
lovers of Jehovah’s righteousness, but, 
additionally, make the righteousness of 
Jehovah stand out by wonderful contrast. 
—Luke 21:28-33; Psalm 36.

2 Men find it hard to deal with these crit­
ical times, but not because they keep their 
thoughts on things that are virtuous. 
Rather, it is because they do not obey the 
injunction, “Whatever virtue there is and
1. In what do lovers of righteousness now And assurance ? ----------
2. Who appreciate v.irtue, and what must these do? 3. What proves that the qualities of virtue do exist?
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would have no force. Virtue does exist, 
however. The very fact that there are vital 
issues and controversies between right­
eousness and unrighteousness is proof that 
such good qualities of virtue do exist. This 
issue or controversy involving virtue is 
also shown at Titus 1:16 (NW),  which 
states: “They publicly declare they know 
God, but they disown him by their works, 
because they are detestable and disobedi­
ent and not approved for good work of any 
kind.” Consistently, God’s Word reveals 
wrongdoing in contrast with Jehovah God 
and his righteousness, so in spite of claims 
to godliness, the words of the old world 
prove that it is not in harmony with Jeho­
vah God.

4 Materialistic Bible-haters cannot deny 
that the principles of virtue are in exist­
ence. By their claim of materialism and 
efforts to rule out Jehovah’s Creatorship 
and Godship they attempt to rule out vir­
tue as well. In order to deny God they must 
deny high moral values; or, in order to 
deny high moral values they must deny 
the existence of Jehovah. Such denial is 
an impossibility. Virtue and high moral 
values do not originate with inanimate 
things nor do they originate with the lower 
animate creation, which are not in the 
image and likeness of God. Man it is who 
was created in Jehovah’s image and like­
ness. (Gen. 1:26, 27) Were man not so 
created but were he like the lower ani­
mate or inanimate creation, he would not 
find himself in a controversy involving 
virtue. The very fact that he does so find 
himself proves the existence of a virtuous 
God; otherwise virtues and the controversy 
involving them would never be.

5 If man is the same as fish, flying crea­
tures, domestic animals, creeping animals, 
why does he have a vocabulary expressing
4. How do virtue and issues involving it prove the exist­
ence of the righteous God, Jehovah?
5. Show a distinction between man and lower creation, 
and point out the result this makes possible for you.
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thoughts of virtue, morality, integrity, 
faith, hope, loyalty, honesty and other 
qualities of worship? Lower animals do 
not profess or practice such qualities. 
These qualities are exclusive upon earth 
with men, and their existence is proof that 
Jehovah God exists and is righteous and 
that materialistic-minded men are wrong. 
From those who are going contrary to 
God, defaming Jehovah’s name, denying 
virtue, from such individuals and organi­
zations turn away, if you would have God’s 
approval and if you would have life!

6 Jehovah is a God of love, justice, wis­
dom and power. He is the God of integrity, 
is dependable, loyal, honest, moral. In fact, 
the words we use to express men’s noble 
thoughts and their understanding and ap­
preciation of these good and high quali­
ties are inadequate to describe fully the 
righteousness of Jehovah. Not only do 
these high qualities exist, but the fact that 
they are possible of attainment by men is 
a wonderful assurance to those who love 
righteousness. The Almighty has always 
been seeing to it that his worship is pre­
served in the earth. The preservation of 
Jehovah’s worship has meant the preser­
vation of human life upon the earth. It has 
also meant the preservation upon earth of 
virtue, so that in our day it is possible for 
us to ‘consider these things.’

7 As God and King of those who serve 
and worship him, Jehovah is the great 
Theocrat, the God-Ruler, and it was under 
this righteous Theocrat that man was 
created to live. The great arrangement of 
Jehovah God at the head as the Theocrat 
and of righteous creatures serving under 
and worshiping him constitutes a theo­
cratic organization. One of the character­
istics of this theocratic organization has 
ever been the cutting off of those creatures
6. What kind of God is Jehovah, and what has he 
preserved ?
7. Describe the theocratic organization and one of its 
characteristics.
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and organizations that refuse to be virtu­
ous, that refuse to uphold the principles 
of righteousness marking the theocratic 
organization.

8 An instance of the operation of this 
principle is found in the casting of man out 
of Eden. (Gen. 3:23, 24) Some time there­
after another great cutting off was accom­
plished by cleansing the earth with water, 
in which an ungodly world was destroyed. 
Through this cleansing a great preserva­
tion was accomplished, preservation of hu­
man and animal life upon the earth and of 
Jehovah’s worship, that it was not extin­
guished, and the preservation of virtue. 
There can be no doubt about the qualities 
of integrity and worship being involved 
at the time of the Flood.—Gen. 6:5-22.

9 Man was helpless, in a position of com­
plete dependency upon Jehovah for the 
blessings of his temporary life and cer­
tainly for any possible hope of everlasting 
life. Jehovah had indicated his purpose to 
effect deliverance in vindication of his 
name, but as far as individual men were 
concerned, each must take action definite­
ly in evidence of his possession of qualities 
of virtue. If they did not do this they would 
not be exerting themselves on Jehovah’s 
side of the issue or standing for his su­
premacy and in justification of his right­
eousness. A course of unrighteousness is 
a denial of righteousness and therefore a 
denial of the righteous God. Such a course 
persisted in establishes the individual’s dis­
interest in righteousness, therefore his 
lack of interest in the promised New World 
in which righteousness is to dwell. (2 Pet. 
3:11-13, NW)  The great cutting off and 
cleansing by the Flood having passed into 
history, survivors and their descendants 
had before them the wonderful opportu­
nity of upholding those things that Jeho­
vah God approved. This course of action
8. Give instances of cutting off and of preservation.
9. Individually, what must men do involving virtue, 
and why?
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constituted worship of Jehovah, the exer­
cise of virtue involving the basic attribute 
of love and including keeping of integrity, 
faith in Jehovah’s word, sure hope in his 
promises, loyalty to him and his cause, 
honesty before him and before man, moral­
ity in things personal and public.

THE TYPICAL PRESERVATION

10 Progressing with his purpose and us­
ing persons who willingly identified them­
selves with him and his worship, Jehovah 
organized the typical theocratic nation of 
Israel. In actually, but also pictorially, de­
livering them from bondage to the world 
power of devil-worshiping Egypt, he ac­
complished the cutting off or the disfellow- 
shiping of an entire pagan world, separat­
ing his people, Israel, therefrom. The typ­
ical theocratic nation Israel must stand 
clean for the worship of the only true God, 
thus preserving within its national bound­
ary the high qualities of clean worship, 
the virtues of righteousness.

11 The law of God was given to Israel 
through Moses as Mediator and was based 
upon principles of righteousness, which do 
not change. Jehovah was Israel’s God, Law­
giver, King and Judge. (Isa. 33:22) In 
order that poor judgment or selfish action 
on the part of individuals in Israel should 
not result in violation of righteous prin­
ciples, personal as well as national prob­
lems were brought to Moses for decision. 
His was a mind directed by God’s spirit 
and operating in harmony with the prin­
ciples of his law. This kindly assistance 
proved to be a task too great for one man, 
and so Moses proceeded, with Jehovah’s 
approval, to make a division of religious 
judicial authority, appointing other men to 
responsibility in the theocratic organiza­
tion to assist in the application of the law 
of God and conformity therewith in mat-
10. To Israel were given what privileges?
11. Explain the purpose and development of judgment 
within typical Israel.
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ters large and small. The positions occu­
pied by Moses and the men whom he ap­
pointed were not merely empty and honor­
ary, but were important and practical and 
for the specific purpose of righteous judg­
ment. Concerning these theocratic appoint­
ments we read: “And Moses proceeded to 
choose capable men out of all Israel and 
to give them positions as heads over the 
people, as chiefs of thousands, chiefs of 
hundreds, chiefs of fifties and chiefs of 
tens. And they judged the people on every 
proper occasion. A hard case they would 
bring to Moses, but every small case they 
themselves would handle as judges.”—Ex. 
18:25, 26, NW.

12 The rule of procedure controlling the 
Israelite organization was the law of Jeho­
vah. The responsible ones in the organiza­
tion taught the law to the people and the 
people had the responsibility of informing 
themselves concerning the law of God. 
They knew what the principles of worship 
were and they knew the detailed applica­
tion of those principles, in regard to the 
matters with which the law dealt, matters 
national, family and personal. Provisions 
were made to atone for sins and weak­
nesses of the fallen Israelite flesh. The 
various features of the law were designed 
to keep the nation in harmony with God, 
worshiping him, always acknowledging 
him, and, furthermore, to keep alive and 
vital the quality of love of God and neigh­
bor and the elements of virtue in all mat­
ters. Jehovah was not going to allow his 
worship and its good qualities to be elimi­
nated from the earth, but, rather, to be 
preserved in typical Israel.

13 Sometimes it was necessary for dras­
tic measures to be taken for the preserva­
tion of these good qualities. There was no 
watering down of theocratic standards to
12. In respect to God’s law, what responsibility was 
borne by those of Israel?
13, 14. What drastic measures were provided, and for 
what purpose?
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please those who had a greater love for 
unrighteousness than they had for right­
eousness. Offenders, insisting on going be­
yond the atonement provisions, were 
killed, and the congregation of the Israel­
ites had a direct responsibility in their 
death. Religion or worship was not sep­
arated from governmental and economic 
matters of the nation, because acknowledg­
ment of Jehovah must be present in all 
features of their life. So the law provided, 
“ In case a prophet or a dreamer of a dream 
should arise in your midst. . . saying, ‘Let 
us walk sifter other gods, whom you have 
not known, and let us serve them,’ you 
must not listen to the words of that proph­
et or to the dreamer of that dream, be­
cause Jehovah your God is testing you to 
know whether you are loving Jehovah 
your God with sill your heart and all your 
soul. . . .  And that prophet or that dreamer 
of the dream should be put to death, . . . 
and you must clear out what is evil from 
your midst.”—Deut. 13:1-5, NW.

14 The death penalty was not confined to 
the false prophet or dreamer because “ in 
case your brother, the son of your mother, 
or your son or your daughter or your cher­
ished wife or your companion who is like 
your own soul, should try to allure you in 
secrecy, saying, ‘Let us go and serve other 
gods,’ . . . you must not accede to his wish 
or listen to him, nor should your eye feel 
sorry for him, nor must you feel compas­
sion, nor cover him protectively, but you 
should kill him without fail. Your hand 
first of all should come upon him to put 
him to death, and the hand of all the people 
afterward. And you must stone him with 
stones and he must die, because he has 
sought to turn you away from Jehovah 
your God, who has brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of slaves. 
Then all Israel will hear and become afraid 
and they will not do anything like this 
evil thing again in your midst.” (Deut.
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13:6-11, NW)  What if an entire commu­
nity went bad and turned against the wor­
ship of the righteous God Jehovah? Then 
that entire community was to be annihi­
lated.—Deut. 13:12-18.

15 The foregoing was to ensure the pres­
ervation of Jehovah’s worship without pol­
lution and the keeping of his righteous 
commandments, thereby also preserving 
the qualities of virtue in general. Virtue 
has reference to moral practice or action 
conformative to the standard of right, ex­
cellence and integrity of course, upright­
ness of conduct, rectitude, morality. It is 
not a mere abstaining from harm but it is 
an active quality or power, whether of 
physical or moral nature, of strength, 
courage and valor. It has reference to ex­
cellence of any kind, merit, worth, value, 
chastity, purity. Since the righteous God, 
Jehovah, is the author of all these virtuous 
elements, his worship is involved in them 
all, and a departure from his worship is a 
departure from all virtue. Therefore the 
extermination of devil worshipers from 
Israel by the death of those false religious 
practitioners served to preserve true wor­
ship and virtue.

16 The seventeenth chapter of Deuter­
onomy outlines procedures wherein Israel­
ites must have courage to bear truthful 
witness against any detestable to Jehovah 
and also courage to put forth their hands 
first of all to kill the offenders, in which 
action they were to be followed by all the 
people, in order to “clear out what is bad 
from your midst.” (Deut. 17:7,
Those who disagreed with the righteous 
judgments of the priests were themselves 
to be killed. “ In case a matter for judicial 
decision should be too extraordinary for 
you, . . . then you must rise and go up to 
the place that Jehovah your God will
15. Define virtue and show how religion is involved in 
its practice.
16. The law relative to presumptuousness places what 
emphasis on pure worship?
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choose, and you must go to the priests, the 
Levites, and to the judge who will be act­
ing in those days and you must make in­
quiry and they must hand down to you the 
word of the judicial decision. Then you 
must do in accordance with the word that 
they will hand down to you. . . .  In accord­
ance with the law that they will point out 
to you, and according to the judicial de­
cision that they will say to you, you should 
do. You must not turn aside from the word 
that they will hand down to you, to the 
right or to the left. And the man who will 
behave with presumptuousness in not lis­
tening to the priest who is standing to 
minister there to Jehovah your God or 
to the judge, that man must die, and you 
must clear out what is bad from Israel. 
And all the people will hear and become 
afraid and they will not act presumptu­
ously any more.”—Deut. 17:8-13, NW.

17 This was not bloodthirstiness. It was 
action on Jehovah God’s part to preserve 
the line of the Seed of promise, which 
eventually came in the person of Christ 
Jesus. Through this provision of ransom 
and priestly office filled by this faithful 
servant of Jehovah there is set before men 
the possibility of everlasting life in the 
New World of righteousness. We thank 
God that he took positive action to pre­
serve intact and uncontaminated the line 
of descent of the Seed of promise and pre­
served likewise upon the earth his worship 
in holy devotion to righteousness.

18 Among the personal sins or transgres­
sions which were condemned by God in his 
law to Israel, and which had to be avoided 
by those who would worship Jehovah in 
purity and in truth, were robbery, adultery 
and drunkenness, to name just three. These 
literal violations of virtue not only were 
wrong in themselves but were adopted
17. Through these strict features of the law to typical 
Israel, what good result was furthered?
IS. Were literal or symbolic transgressions forbidden, 
or both?
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Scripturally as symbols of spiritual sins, 
that is, sins not in respect to material 
things affecting the individual’s relation­
ship to Jehovah God, but in respect to un­
seen things affecting the individual’s re­
lationship to Jehovah. The literal practices 
themselves, however, even after they came 
to stand for spiritual transgressions, were 
not permitted in Israel. This is emphasized 
in respect to the antitypical theocratic 
Christian organization that came on the 
scene at the termination of the Mosaic law 
covenant under which Israel was organ­
ized.

THE CHRISTIAN ANTITYPE

19 Moving forward with his purposes 
looking to the complete vindication of his 
name, Jehovah came to the time when he 
would provide both the termination and the 
prophetic fulfillment of the law to Israel 
in his beloved Son Christ Jesus. Jesus be­
gan the development of some things new, 
different from the typical theocratic na­
tion of Israel, namely, the real theocratic 
Christian organization. While the law 
covenant with Israel did terminate with 
Christ Jesus and has not been in effect 
since his impalement and ascension to 
heaven, nevertheless, the righteous prin­
ciples of the law continue in full force, and, 
in fact, with even greater force and effect 
upon those of the Christian organization. 
With the ransom sacrifice of Jesus Christ 
as a basis, Jehovah developed the Christian 
congregation under the new covenant.

20 “God . . . has indeed adequately quali-
19. What great change did Jehovah provide through 
Christ Jesus?
20. As to Christian virtue, what may be said with 
definiteness?

B r o o k l y n , N. Y.
fied us to be ministers of a new covenant, 
not of a written code, but of spirit; for the 
written code condemns to death, but the 
spirit makes alive.” (2 Cor. 3:2-6, NW)  
It is noted that Paul is not saying that 
there is a letter of the law and a spirit of 
the law and that there is a contrast be­
tween the two and therefore we may vio­
late the letter of God’s law but keep its 
spirit. That is not the situation. Rather, 
what Paul is pointing out here is that there 
is a difference between the written code of 
the law given to the Israelites through 
Moses and the spirit of God. The spirit of 
God upon Christians develops in them fruits 
of righteousness and enables them to re­
main separate from the ungodly condemned 
world. The written code condemned the 
Israelites to death, but the spirit of God, 
through the operation of the new covenant 
based in the ransom of Christ Jesus, leads 
men to everlasting life. There is the con­
trast. Can we for a moment presume that, 
while the individuals of the nation of Is­
rael under the law covenant were prohib­
ited from practicing the depraving things 
that mankind in general then carried on, 
Christians are any the less obligated to 
refrain from these practices? No, of course 
not. On the contrary, the positive Chris­
tian commands to righteousness are more 
penetrating than the negative commands 
of the Mosaic law; and the spirit of God 
upon those who serve him in Christian 
worship now in the activity of the New 
World society enables them to keep in­
tegrity with the sure hope of gaining per­
fection to righteousness in the glorious 
future.
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they leave the church.”— New York Times, July 16, 1956.



new World Society

the theocrat ic  Christian 
congregation we have an or­

ganization permanently devoted to carry­
ing out Jehovah’s purposes, and the one 
organization that preserves in the earth 
the virtues of God. Jesus referred to the 
Christians as a preservative of human life, 
of Jehovah’s worship and of virtue, when 
he stated, “You are the salt of the earth.” 
(Matt. 5:13, NW) This “salt,” now seen in 
the New World society, has responsibilities 
that it cannot avoid, to the end that Jeho­
vah’s righteousness will be upheld, which 
privilege and obligation fall upon all who 
engage in Christian worship.

2 Christ Jesus launched the Christian 
congregation. Following his impalement, 
resurrection and exaltation to heaven he 
sent to his associates the spirit and power 
of his heavenly Father that they might 
push on with the expansion of true wor­
ship as the early Christian congregation. 
The Christian good news was to be 
preached, men had to grow spiritually 
strong to stand against the corruption of 
the ruling Roman Empire, congregations
1. What kind of organization is the Christian congre­
gation ?
2. In the early Christian congregation what needs were 
to be filled?

needed to be organ­
ized and the individ­
uals in the congregations 
taught and trained in the 
Christian ministry. Christians, novices and 
experienced alike, must be kept within the 
bounds of Christian propriety and operat­
ing on theocratic principles; otherwise, 
corruption would interfere with the tri­
umph of the Christian congregation in its 
God-appointed tasks.

3 There was, therefore, in the Christian 
congregation, a delegation of duties, which 
delegation of duties or assignment to spe­
cial privileges and responsibilities came to 
dedicated men who gave evidence of 
spiritual maturity and of faithfulness to 
their duties and assignments. Such ap­
pointments were made by the governing 
body of the early Christian congregation 
as centered in Jerusalem, comprising the 
apostles and other mature Christian men, 
and their representatives in their behalf. 
Such appointees shared the ministry com­
mon to all Christians. They had organiza­
tional duties to care for in the congrega­
tions in which they were located and with 
which they served. Care and oversight of 
the respective congregations required the
3. Show the provision made to meet the needs and re­
quirements of the Christian congregation.
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overseer Christians to see that the congre­
gation itself and the individuals therein 
walked in the paths of virtue.

4 In the third chapter of First Timothy 
are set out qualifications that must be met 
by one who would be appointed as an over­
seer in the Christian congregation. He 
should not be a reprehensible person, a 
bigamist, an immoderate man without self- 
control, unstable of mind and disorderly, 
a hater of his fellow man, a drunkard, 
quarrelsome, or a money lover, not a per­
son fostering juvenile delinquency or a 
novice, or a crook in business matters. 
Concerning overseers the statement is: 
“Also let these be tested as to fitness first, 
then let them serve as ministers, as they 
are free from accusation.” (1 Tim. 3:10, 
NW) “And the things you heard from me 
with the support of many witnesses, these 
things commit to faithful men who in turn 
will be adequately qualified to teach oth­
ers.”—2 Tim. 2:2, NW.

5 This was the uniform arrangement 
throughout the Christian congregations 
and the method for appointing responsible 
men to care for each of the congregational 
flocks, even as far away as in Antioch, as 
we read: “Now in Antioch there were 
prophets and teachers in the local congre­
gation.” (Acts 13:1, NW) Addressing the 
Philippians Paul says: “Holy ones in union 
with Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, 
along with overseers and ministerial serv­
ants.” (Phil. 1:1, NW) To these ministe­
rial servants and overseers and assistants 
in the theocratic Christian organization 
the members of the clergy class of Chris­
tendom bear no resemblance. The theocrat­
ic servants neither claim nor attempt to 
lead their flocks in politics, social reform, 
psychiatry, gambling or pagan religious 
doctrines and practices. Instead, such serv-
4. Who could be properly appointed to special ministry?
5, 6. How general was this procedure of appointment, 
and to what extent were the appointees like the clergy 
of Christendom?
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ants are recognized because they have 
studied and taught the Word of God and 
the laws of Christ; they have preached 
Jehovah’s kingdom, Christ’s ransom, the 
resurrection, the New World and, in it all, 
they have insisted that the individuals 
composing the Christian congregation 
were to be virtuous or be expelled.

6 On these lines, then, the early church 
was organized and operated, and neither it 
nor the word of God that it preached is 
responsible for the conditions that came 
following the death of the apostles. Then 
the Christian organization went into cap­
tivity to the pagan world and a hybrid 
emerged, the fusion religion of paganism 
and false Christianity. Christianity and 
“Christendom” are not the same, they are 
on opposite sides of the issue involving 
clean worship and virtue.

7 Having the spirit of his God, aware of
the opposition of Satan and the conditions 
surrounding the Christian organization, 
with eyes to the future and speaking under 
inspiration, the apostle Paul from Miletus 
sent to Ephesus for the mature men of the 
congregation, and said to them: “And now, 
look! I know that all of you among whom 
I went preaching the kingdom will see my 
face no more. Hence I call you to witness 
this very day that I am clean from the 
blood of all men, for I have not held back 
from telling you all the counsel of God. 
Pay attention to yourselves and to all the 
flock, among which the holy spirit has 
appointed you overseers, to shepherd the 
congregation of God, which he purchased 
with the blood of his own [Son]. I know 
that after my going away oppressive 
wolves will enter in among you and will not 
treat the flock with tenderness, and from 
among you yourselves men will rise and 
speak twisted things to draw away the dis­
ciples after themselves___ You must assist
7. (a) Discuss the circumstances and content of Paul’s 
prophecy of Acts, chapter 20. (b) Was it fulfilled to the 
extinction of truth and virtue?
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those who are weak and must bear in mind 
the words of the Lord Jesus, when he him­
self said, ‘There is more happiness in giv­
ing than there is in receiving.’ ” (Acts 
20:18-35, NW) True to Paul’s forecast the 
flock of God was beset by wolves from 
within and without and history records 
how comparatively feebly glowed the light 
of truth throughout the ages that followed. 
Yet, in spite of this captivity of the Chris­
tian congregation, the principles of Chris­
tianity did remain alive and God’s Word, 
by his power, was preserved throughout 
the centuries and comes to us pure and 
dependable today.

TO THIS YOU MAY TURN
8 Today there is some­

thing else with us, however, 
in addition to this Word of 
God, which is likewise made 
possible by Jehovah’s spirit.
That is the New World so­
ciety, extending through­
out the earth, composed of 
men and women of all na­
tions, each of whom has 
come to Jehovah God in 
dedication, giving evidence 
of having Jehovah’s ap­
proval and spirit as each shares in the 
work of expansion of pure worship. How is 
it possible that, in a world that has reached 
a new low in depravity, there can be a 
society devoted to the new world in which 
righteousness is to dwell? (2 Pet. 3:13, 
NW) Is there actually a society or group 
of Christians upon the earth that insists 
upon virtue’s being practiced by its mem­
bers and associates to which you may 
turn? Yes!

9 As the apostle Paul pointed out in his 
closing speech to the mature men of the 
Ephesus congregation, he preached the
8. Today what provision is actually with us?
9, 10. What development led up to re-establishment of 
theocratic rule?
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message of the Kingdom. Those who 
had faith in the promises of Jehovah 
had faith in and looked for the estab­
lishment of the kingdom of heaven in 
Jehovah’s due time. As the time ap­
proached for the birth of this righteous 
government Jehovah had a work done in 
the earth, moving Christians through the 
understanding of his word of truth to make 
progress in Christian doctrine, organiza­
tion and practice. With a beginning, small 
though not to be despised, in the latter 
years of the nineteenth century the pre­
paratory work of announcing the kingdom 

of God over earth began. 
Christians f o r m e d  them­
selves into a nonsectarian 
society, and into congrega­
tions for systematic Bible 
study and ministry. Having 
seen the evils of clergy rule, 
they first organized them­
selves along democratic  
lines, with each congrega­
tion t h r o u g h  democratic 
vote conducting its own af­
fairs. Later some progress 
toward theocratic rule was 
made. Came the year 1931, 
at which time the official 

Society that they had formed for the sys­
tematic carrying on of their work took a 
forward step, looking toward the restora­
tion of theocratic rule among Christians 
upon earth.

10 The following year, 1932, the congre­
gations of Jehovah’s witnesses throughout 
the world brought themselves under theo­
cratic procedure, with the manifest bless­
ing of Jehovah, until today we find the 
earth-wide New World society operating 
as did the early Christian congregation, 
noncommercially, nonpolitically, voluntar­
ily on the part of each individual in it. 
There now is, therefore, the proper theo­
cratic control over the Christian congrega­
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tion, which control had not existed since 
the captivity of which Paul warned.

11 Who controls the organization, who 
directs it? Who is at the head? A man? A 
group of men? A clergy class? A pope? A 
hierarchy? A council? No, none of these. 
How is that possible? In any organization 
is it not necessary that there be a directing 
head or policy-making part that controls 
or guides the organization? Yes. Is the liv­
ing God, Jehovah, the Director of the theo­
cratic Christian organization? Yes!

12 Because of the vital fact that the law 
that governs the operation of the theocrat­
ic New World society is the Word of Jeho­
vah God, and because of the fact that the 
heaven-enthroned Christ Jesus is Jeho­
vah’s Executive Officer carrying on his 
work in the earth, and because of the fur­
ther fact that the spirit of God by Christ 
Jesus is operating through his Word and 
upon the hearts and minds of his dedicated 
servants, the New World society is theo­
cratic, meaning “God-ruled.”

13 Does Christ Jesus come to earth and 
make appointments of the individual min­
isterial servants, overseers and assistants 
and other such ministers throughout the 
congregations in the earth? No. Then how 
are such appointments made? They are 
made by the visible governing body asso­
ciated with the legal agency or Society, 
which in 1884 witnesses of Jehovah incor­
porated for that purpose, now named 
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of 
Pennsylvania. They are theocratic because 
they act in accordance with the great 
Theocrat’s written Word and with the 
model organization of the early Christian 
church or congregation as launched by 
Christ Jesus. “Farfetched,” do some say? 
But let those who contend that Jehovah’s
11. Who directs the Christian New World society?
12. What vital facts prove the foregoing answer?
13. (a) How are appointments of ministerial servants 
made? (b) Prove such appointments are theocratic, 
(c) Over whom is theocratic control?
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witnesses are not a theocratic organization 
point out wherein they are not. In word 
and in deed, in doctrine, organization and 
practice, the New World society endeavors 
sincerely to conform to the Word of Jeho­
vah God and to insist on its principles, and 
therefore it is a Scriptural, Christian, theo­
cratic or God-directed organization. It is 
through his Word that Jehovah expresses 
his mind to his people. There is no other 
organization in Christendom that con­
forms to the Bible pattern or model. Only 
the New World society of Jehovah’s wit­
nesses insists that those within its ranks 
do conform to the Scriptural pattern in 
matters both personal and congregational. 
This theocratic control and direction is not 
over all men; it is not even over all who may 
come in contact with it, or may be asso­
ciated with the congregations of Jehovah’s 
witnesses, or attend their meetings. An 
individual must willingly submit or bring 
himself under the beneficent control by his 
personal dedication to Jehovah God; and 
so the theocratic control and direction is 
only over dedicated ones.

14 The present delegation of duties to the 
servants in the congregation and the other 
special representatives of the theocratic 
organization is for specific purposes. These 
must feed the flock of God, shepherding 
faithfully and with love. They must help 
Jehovah’s people everywhere to study the 
Bible, grow in maturity, be trained in the 
field ministry, preaching the good news of 
the Kingdom to others, and they must pre­
serve virtue in the congregation through­
out the New World society organization. 
This is necessary that corruptness, inde­
cency of any kind, not be allowed to creep 
in and contaminate.

15 As we have previously observed, in the 
nation of typical Israel corruption of pure 
worship brought death to the wrongdoer.
14. For what purposes are theocratic appointments?
15. In what way is the theocratic principle of cutting 
off found in the New World society?
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In the Christian congregation the members 
of the congregation do not take the life of 
an offender. There is, however, a Christian 
cutting off or disfellowshiping. This is not 
a taking of human life, but it is an expul­
sion from fellowship with the congregation 
of dedicated servants of Jehovah God, a 
disfellowshiping from the New World so­
ciety. This is necessary, following the ex­
hausting of the other provisions of Chris­
tian rule for handling such matters, and 
it is accomplished by the mature judgment 
and considered action of the appointed 
servants in the Christian congregation. 
This is their responsibility. If faithful, they 
must discharge this responsibility, without 
passion, for the interests of all concerned 
and for the honor of Jehovah and the 
cleanliness of his organization.

ATTITUDE TOWARD DISFELLOWSHIPMENT
16 The offenses that make disfellowship­

ing necessary include those which brought 
punishment at the time of the early Chris­
tian congregation. Such offenses include 
persistence in lying, stealing, dishonest 
practices in business, sexual offenses, 
teaching of false doctrine, repudiation of 
Jehovah’s provision by Christ Jesus, re­
bellion against the theocratic organization, 
causing dissension, slander, backbiting and 
other wrongs. These we know are not vir­
tuous and we cannot imagine such things’ 
being practiced by Jehovah God or by his 
Son Christ Jesus.

17 The Christian law in these matters 
does not ignore man’s weakness nor does 
it overlook the ransom provision of Christ 
Jesus and Jehovah’s forgiveness and 
mercy. The disfellowshiping procedure 
takes all of these into consideration and is 
really a last resort after all other provi­
sions have failed to maintain or to restore 
cleanliness and virtue. Disfellowshiping is
16. Enumerate offenses that require cleansing.
17. In what ways is disfellowshiping an act of love?

667
therefore really an act of love, love on the 
part of Jehovah God and Christ Jesus, on 
the part of the theocratic organization it­
self and on the part of the servants in the 
congregation who properly take the action 
directly. This is so because it is done not 
in malice or unkindness but in obedience 
to the righteous laws of Jehovah. It is an 
act of faithfulness; failure to keep the or­
ganization clean would be unfaithfulness. 
It has a threefold purpose, (1) that of 
keeping clean the Christian congregation 
of the New World society; (2) helping the 
offender, if possible, through this drastic 
means, should it be that he can be im­
pressed with his error and duly repent of 
it before Jehovah God; (3) it is in the in­
terests of those who observe the action 
taken, both as to assuring them of the 
correctness of the theocratic organization 
and as a warning to them of the serious­
ness of deviation from proper conduct.

18 There are these various offenses, some 
of which we have named, that serve to 
weaken the individual and the congrega­
tions if persisted in. Most of them we can 
recognize as being offenses against an­
other person, depriving the other of cer­
tain rights and therefore showing a lack of 
love. But some seem to have difficulty in 
understanding why the sexual offenses 
should be so objectionable to the Christian 
organization and why they are so strongly 
condemned by God himself in his Word, 
the Bible. It is the great Creator and Fa­
ther who has made his provision for the 
transmission of human life, and this is a 
very wonderful and sacred thing. We have 
all received of its benefits, because we are 
living. If we accept its benefits we, of 
course, accept God’s method, and the ac­
ceptance of the benefit and the method by 
us makes it encumbent on us to accept 
God’s regulation of the entire process.
18. Compare sexual offenses with other transgressions
of Christian law.
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Some might argue that sexual offenses do 
no harm, not even to the willing partici­
pants themselves; so wherein is it so 
wrong? Lying, yes! Stealing, yes! Such 
things deprive another of what is his due. 
But an offense such as adultery or forni­
cation, is it not different? Since it is so 
commonly practiced in the old world, how 
can it be so bad for the members of the 
New World society to practice?

19 Perhaps the apostle Paul encountered 
such or similar reasoning. In any event in 
the sixth chapter of First Corinthians he 
shows that religion is involved, stating in 
part: “Flee from fornication. Every other 
sin which a man may commit is outside his 
body, but he that practices fornication is 
sinning against his own body. What! Do 
you not know that the body of you people 
is the temple of the holy spirit within you 
which you have from God? Also, you do 
not belong to yourselves, for you were 
bought with a price. By all means, glorify 
God in the body of you people.”— 1 Cor. 
6:9-20, NW.

"H ere Paul is addressing members of 
the body of Christ. But does this mean that 
this commandment to abstain from sexual 
impurities is not binding upon the Lord’s 
other sheep, who constitute the great ma­
jority of those in the New World society? 
That could not be the conclusion, but, 
rather, this injunction to moral cleanliness 
is equally binding upon all servants dedi­
cated to God. Why? Because his spirit is 
upon his dedicated people as a group or 
body and as individuals. These other sins 
that are condemned, such as lying, steal­
ing, teaching wrong doctrines, and rebel­
lion, are sins outside the body of the in­
dividual member of the Lord’s “other 
sheep” but the sins of adultery and forni­
cation are sins against the individual’s own 
body, which should be used to glorify God.
19. How does Paul show religion to be involved?
20. Why must the Lord’s “other sheep” abstain from 
sexual impurities?
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21 We cannot glorify God in this or in 

other matters if we refuse to be subject to 
the regulations that he laid down. Do the 
members of Jehovah’s other sheep have his 
spirit on them? They do. Therefore they 
dare not sin against their own bodies. The 
times in which we are living, which are 
critical and hard to deal with, demand ex­
acting preservation of virtue and they de­
mand this not only of the members of the 
remnant of the “body of Christ” but also 
of the members of the Lord’s “other 
sheep,” of all who compose or hope to com­
pose the New World society. Back in his 
time Paul made reference to what he called 
the prevalence of fornication. It is no less 
prevalent now.

22 What about the privilege and respon­
sibility of the entire congregation in this 
matter of preservation of virtue? We re­
call that in the case of typical Israel it was 
the congregation, the people, who executed 
the death sentence upon offenders who 
were worthy of it under the law of Jeho­
vah God. In the Christian congregation all 
must sincerely wish to preserve Jehovah’s 
virtues among men. They must respect the 
decision of the servants in such a matter 
as disfellowshiping. This is supported by 
Titus 1:5-16: “Make appointments . . . 
that he may be able both to exhort by the 
teaching that is healthful and to reprove 
those who contradict. . . . unruly men, . . . 
shut the mouths of these, . . . keep on re- 
pi'oving them with severity, . . . They pub­
licly declare they know God, but they dis­
own him by their works, because they are 
detestable.” We see from this that un­
ruliness is not to be permitted. Unruliness 
would be a second violation, and a second 
violation would not do good nor help the 
first violation of God’s law constituting 
the basis for the disfellowshiping action.
21. To glorify God, what must we do?
22. What about the privilege and responsibility of the 
entire congregation in this matter of preservation of 
virtue ?
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One’s questioning the decision respecting 
the disfellowshiping action would be in­
consistent with one’s profession of faith 
in God and his word and one’s profession 
of the desire to see the word of God operate 
among his people. It would be inconsistent 
with our joining in the New World society 
in its wonderful work of expansion of clean 
worship. It would show a lack of trust, 
whereas a co-operation by all in the con­
gregation and a conformance to the dis­
fellowshiping that was done in behalf of 
all is showing trust by those who are in 
fellowship. Therefore it is necessary that 
all in the congregation accept the policy 
of the congregation. To the Thessalonians, 
Paul wrote: “Now we request you, broth­
ers, to have regard for those who are work­
ing hard among you and presiding over 
you in the Lord and admonishing you, and 
to give them more than extraordinary con­
sideration in love because of their work.” 
— 1 Thess. 5:12-27, NW.

23 Anger on the part of the disfellow- 
shiped person is not associated with his 
repentance. A person is not both repentant 
and angry; therefore there must not be 
any misplaced pity and misplaced sym­
pathy. Must the heart be made sad then? 
Yes, disfellowshiping should make the 
heart sad. On the part of the erring in­
dividual, for any violation of God’s laws,
23. To what extent must an erring individual be sad­
dened because of his sin?
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small or serious, there must be real re­
pentance, which means sadness of heart. 
In the case of a disfellowshiped person, in 
order for the disfellowshiping to work for 
his good and possibly to reinstatement, the 
heart must be cut, the mind must be hurt, 
there must be a real sincere longing for 
virtue on his part, which lohging will lead 
to repentance.

24 For genuine worship and preserva­
tion of God’s virtue, the entire congrega­
tion is under test. Following the obedient 
course brings Jehovah’s blessing. Thereby 
all in the congregation show consistently 
their dependence on Jehovah through 
Christ Jesus for everything; for the truth 
itself, for his spirit enabling us to main­
tain our integrity and to perform our min­
istry, and for even the common blessings 
of life. Where counsel and guidance and 
even severe discipline are applied and re­
ceived, ‘whatever virtue there is, whatever 
praiseworthy thing there is,’ such is from 
Jehovah God through Christ Jesus. The 
theocratic New World society, decade after 
decade, consistently continues to merit 
our wholehearted support and co-operation 
as Christians worshiping Jehovah God in 
the preservation of virtue, in his virtuous 
triumphant kingdom. Turn to the New 
World society!
24. In what action can we show our dependence upon 
Jehovah and our love of his virtue?
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R Jesuitical Prayer
C  The Roman Catholic Jesuit magazine America, in its issue of March 31, 1956, 
said in an article entitled “Our Brother, the Jew” the following: “On Good Friday 
the Church bids us pray * . . . that our Lord and God may take away the veil 
from their hearts, so that they, too, may know Jesus Christ Our Lord/ ” However, 
the Jesuits published in their magazine only part of the Good Friday prayer—  
a phrase from the middle of it. In its more complete version this famous prayer 
runs as follows: “Let us also pray for the perfidious Jews; may the Lord our God 
remove the veil from their hearts so that they, too, may acknowledge Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Almighty Eternal God, Thou who dost not exclude from Thy compassion 
even the perfidious Jews, listen to our prayers which we offer on behalf of this de­
luded people, so that they see and recognize the light of Thy truth which is Christ 
and may be rescued from their darkness by the same Jesus Christ our Lord.”



Supporting the Service at Jehovah's House Fully

SOME 2,300 years ago God said to an 
Israelite remnant restored to their na­

tive land: “Bring the whole tithe into the 
treasure-house, that there may be food in 
my house, and prove me now herewith, 
saith Jehovah of hosts, if I open not to you 
the windows of the heavens, and pour you 
out a blessing, till there be no place for it.” 
—Mai. 3:10, Da.

Since all the things written aforetime 
were written for our instruction, how do 
the foregoing words apply to Jehovah’s 
servants today? What is pictured by the 
tithe? In what ways can we bring tithes 
into Jehovah’s house? Have Jehovah’s 
people in this day made a test of Jehovah, 
not by their doing evil or foolishly, but by 
bringing in the whole tithe, and has Jeho­
vah proved true to his promise?*

The tithe or tenth could not picture our 
all, since it was made regularly year by 
year, whereas we bring our all once, when 
we dedicate ourselves to Jehovah. Rather, 
bringing the tithe pictures our regularly 
supporting the service at Jehovah’s house 
in token of or as a symbol or a proof of 
the fact that we have dedicated our all. 
This we can do in various ways.

For one thing, we can give material sup­
port by contributing toward the upkeep of 
the local Kingdom Hall, toward the send­
ing of missionaries to foreign lands, toward 
assembly expenses and toward helping pio­
neers to stay in the full-time service.

And we can also bring spiritual tithes 
to Jehovah’s house. How? By attending all 
the congregational meetings arranged for 
Jehovah’s worship and our benefit, and not 
only by attending these but by preparing 
ourselves in advance. Then we shall be able 
to make a spiritual contribution toward 
Jehovah’s worship to the extent that we

♦ For details see The Watchtower, December 15, 1955.

are allowed to do so. Additionally we can 
welcome the stranger that shows up at the 
public lecture as well as assist others to 
attend if we are in position to do so by 
providing transportation.

But doubtless the most effective way in 
which we can fully support the service at 
Jehovah’s house is by personally sharing 
in preaching the good news of the King­
dom in the homes, on the streets and from 
the public platform, and also by making 
good use of every opportunity for inciden­
tal preaching to those with whom we have 
business dealings, to those alongside whom 
we happen to work or who chance to be 
our traveling companions. This obligation 
to preach falls upon all. Even shut-ins can 
have a share by writing letters and making 
use of the telephone. So let none think 
that they can slight supporting the service 
at Jehovah’s house in this way simply 
because they support it in other ways.

Particularly since 1919 have Jehovah’s 
people been making a test of Jehovah by 
thus bringing their whole tithe to his 
house of worship. With what result? They 
have received many evidences of his favor, 
blessing and protection. They have tri­
umphed over their enemies. They are 
bringing forth the fruitage of the spirit. 
They have a clean organization. They have 
Jehovah’s name upon them. Their spiritual 
condition is that of Beulah, a land that is 
married, and upward of 600,000 of them 
are preaching this good news of the King­
dom every month.

Even the world notices the prosperity 
and happiness of the servants of Jehovah 
and especially do men of good will call 
them happy. Are you sharing in the spirit­
ual prosperity and happiness? You will be 
if you are supporting the service of Jeho­
vah’s house fully.
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•  Page 170 of You May Survive Armageddon 
into God's New World speaks of tribulation 
as a windstorm and says we are now in the 
calm center or “eye of the hurricane.” Page 181 
speaks of the time of tribulation, its being cut 
short, and its resumption, and this tribulation 
seems to be used to involve Armageddon. Does 
this mean Armageddon has started, that we are 
in a lull in the battle at this time? And on 
page 199 Armageddon is used to mean God’s 
visible organization rather than a battle. How 
is this so?— D. B., United States.

The word “Armageddon” is from the Hebrew 
expression Har Megiddo, which means “Moun­
tain of Megiddo.” This was a strategic spot in 
the land God gave to his chosen people and in 
its vicinity armies gathered for battles. Har 
Megiddo means “mount of assembly of troops.” 
Being in the land of Jehovah’s people, it would 
be a place of assembly of his servants or troops, 
and so the symbolic Armageddon or mountain 
of Megiddo is the assembled, gathered witnesses 
of Jehovah now on earth that are soldiers for 
God and Christ in the present theocratic war­
fare of Kingdom truth against entrenched re­
ligious lies. With this meaning in mind page 
199 says: “The kings or rulers of the entire in­
habited earth march against God’s visible or­
ganization, the symbolic Armageddon or moun­
tain of Megiddo for a decisive fight.”

Long ago Jehovah foretold through his 
prophet Ezekiel that Gog of Magog, meaning 
Satan since he and his demons were thrown 
out of heaven down to earth’s vicinity, would 
be lured into attacking Jehovah’s visible or­
ganization because of its spiritual prosperity. 
Revelation 16:14 (2VW) tells of the demon-in­

spired propagandas that “go forth to the kings 
of the entire inhabited earth, to gather them 
together to the war of the great day of God 
the Almighty.” And verse 16 adds: “And they 
gathered them together to the place that is 
called in Hebrew Har-Magedon.” The kings 
and rulers of earth are all gathered against 
the symbolic Armageddon, the place of Jeho­
vah’s visible troops, God’s visible organization. 
There will be fought “the war of the great day 
of God the Almighty,” and, as is often the case 
with battles, it is known by the name of the 
place where it is fought, in this case, the battle 
of Armageddon.

The battle of Armageddon has not started yet. 
When the book speaks of our now being in the 
calm center or “eye of the hurricane” it is re­
ferring to hurricane tribulation that Jehovah 
had Christ start against Satan and his demons 
in heaven A.D. 1914 and which will end with 
their total defeat. The tribulation started A.D. 
1914 and effected the pitching of Satan and his 
demons from heaven to the vicinity of earth, 
but it then abated, was cut short, to allow for 
the preaching of the good news of Christ’s es­
tablished kingdom and the separation of the 
peoples of the nations into “sheep” and “goat” 
classes. W e are now in this calm period. Arma­
geddon, the hurricane’s climax, ends it.

Soon now the tribulation will take up again 
where it left off and finish the execution of 
judgment against Satan and his organization, 
visible and invisible. Then we shall be out of 
the “eye of the hurricane” and into the final 
part of the great tribulation likened to a wind­
storm or hurricane. It is only this final part 
of the tribulation, and not the first part, that is 
called Armageddon. It is the final part where 
Gog of Magog is lured forth to attack and to 
gather the visible nations against God’s visible 
organization, to have come upon him Jehovah’s 
destructive war of Armageddon. Satan was yet 
up in heaven when the first part of the tribula­
tion came A.D. 1914, and that first part did not 
fulfill the Armageddon prophecy.

Before the decree bring forth, before the day pass as the chaff, before the fierce 
anger of Jehovah come upon you, before the day of Jehovah's anger come 

upon you. Seek ye Jehovah, all ye meek of the earth, that have kept his 
ordinances; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye will be 

hid in the day of Jehovah's anger.— Zeph. 2:2, 3, AS.
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“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
December 2: Christian Worship and Preserva­

tion of Virtue. Page 657.
December 9: Turn to the New World Society. 

Page 663.

v V  CHECK YOUR MEMORY v V
After reading this issue of “The Watchtower”, do you remember—

^  Why man’ s inner sources of entertain­
ment are disappearing? P. 643, 114.

What position early Christians took to­
ward politics? P. 645, 113.

^  What attitude true Christians must take 
toward politics today? P. 645, 115.

^  What equipment one had to have to de­
termine the value of money in Bible days? 
P. 649, H4.

^  How much, in today’ s money, Joseph’s 
brothers received for selling him into Egypt? 
and how much Judas received for betraying 
Christ? P. 651, 113.

^  What marvelous result placing just one 
booklet produced? P. 653, 114.

Why men find it so hard to deal with 
earth’s present conditions? P. 65 7, 112.
^  How the existence of virtue proves God’s 
existence? P. 658, Tf4.
&  What virtue really is? P. 661, 1115.
^  What qualifications Christian overseers 
must meet? P. 664, 114.

How the New World society is truly God- 
ruled? P. 666, Hi3.
^  What the ancient tithe pictures? P. 670,113.

Whether Armageddon has started? P. 671 , 
114.
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