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T H E  PURPOSE OF “T H E  W A T C H T O W E R ”
Literal towers in Bible times were elevated vantage points from which 

watchmen could observe happenings, warn of danger, or announce good 
news. Our magazine figuratively occupies such a vantage point, for it is 
founded on the very pinnacle of wisdom, God’s W ord . That elevates it 
above racial, national and political propagandas and prejudices, frees it from  
selfish bias. It is not bound by any traditional creed, but its message advanc­
es as the light on God’s purposes and works increases. —  Habakkuk 2 :1 -3 .

It sees things Scripturally. W hen it observes this generation afflicted 
with greed, delinquency, hypocrisy, atheism, war, famine, pestilence, perplex­
ity and fear, and persecution of unpopular minorities, it does not parrot the 
old fable about history repeating itself. Informed by Bible prophecy, it sees in 
these things the sign of the world’s time of the end. But with bright hope it 
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the w ay o f escape, ft announces Jehovah’s kingdom established by Christ’s 
enthronement in heaven, feeds his kingdom joint-heirs with spiritual food, 
cheers men of good will with glorious prospects o f eternal life in a paradise 
earth, comforts us with the resurrection promise for the dead.

It is not dogmatic, but has a confident ring in its voice, because it is based 
on God’s W ord . It does not privately interpret prophecy, but calls attention 
to physical facts, sets them alongside prophecy, and you see for yourself how  
well the two match, how accurately Jehovah interprets his own prophecy. 
In the interests o f our salvation, it keeps sharp and faithful focus on Bible 
truth, and views religious news generally.

‘Be watchful in these perilous times,* God admonishes. So keep on the 
watch by regularly reading “The W atchtower” .
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ANY hon­
est-hearted

clergymen are becoming 
discouraged. A surpris­
ing number are even 
quitting their jobs. But 
why? Do not clergymen 
enjoy great prestige? Do 
not most of the clergy enjoy financial se­
curity? Are not the clergy enjoying the 
greatest religious boom in history?

True, but not sill is well. This is seen 
in the results of a survey made not long 
ago among the Protestant clergy. To “ find 
out how ministers function as pastors of 
churches in the United States,” the survey 
sponsors, the Russell Sage Foundation and 
the Union Theological Seminary, sent de­
tailed questionnaires to 1,600 ministers. 
The sponsors received replies from 1,150 
ministers in forty-seven states. The min­
isters represented twenty-two Protestant 
denominations. This is what the survey 
found: (1) Churches are becoming more 
like social centers than places of worship. 
(2) Today’s preacher is not so much 
preacher as he is organizer, counselor, 
promoter, financier, psychologist, admin­
istrator, socialite and entertainer. The role 
of being a preacher, said a spokesman for 
the survey, is one of “declining impor­
tance.”—New York Times, April 4, 1955.

What does this mean? That the clergy 
are doing almost everything except preach­
ing the pure truths of the Bible. Has this 

getting away from Bible preach­
ing been beneficial for the cler­

gy? Financial­
ly, yes. But  
some ministers 
are honest with 
t h e m s e lv e s .  

Thus one minister who sent in his survey 
questionnaire commented: “ In addition to 
the matters covered in the questionnaire, 
I would like to mention the fact that I 
feel that there are a good many minis­
ters who feel rather lost. I’m among 
them. We simply cannot see where we are 
going in the church. Our churches are 
successful. We gain more members, we 
have more at church, we have bigger 
budgets, we have more activities, we have 
better Sunday school materials, and so on. 
But we can’t see that we are making much 
of a difference in our communities or in 
the lives of the individual members of our 
communities. This disturbs me.”—New 
York Times, April 5, 1955.

If “a good many” Protestant clergymen 
feel lost because they are not making 
much difference in the lives of their parish­
ioners, what of honest-hearted Catholic 
priests? As we look about North and South 
America and Europe, do we see Catholic 
priests making much difference in the lives

C/LERGY 
DISCOURAGED?
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of their parishioners? Are a good number 
of them also discouraged?

In 1948 a priest who spent fifteen years 
in the Franciscan order quit the Catholic 
Church. According to an Associated Press 
report of January 22, 1954, such as that 
which appeared in the Bergen (New Jer­
sey) Evening Record of that date, ex-priest 
Emmett McLoughlin said: “The number of 
priests quitting the priesthood is kept as 
secret as possible.” Why? The news report 
continued: “McLoughlin, who left the 
priesthood in 1948 and now is superintend­
ent of Memorial Hospital, Phoenix, Ari­
zona, said 30 percent of all Roman priests 
leave Rome and that as many as 75 per­
cent might quit if it were not for fear of 
hell, fear of family, fear of the public, and 
fear of destitution, deprivation, and in­
security.”

If Catholics were surprised at a state­
ment asserting that 75 percent of all 
priests might quit Rome if it were not for 
their fears, and if Protestants were sur­
prised that “a good many ministers” felt 
lost, they were still hardly as surprised as 
many Jewish persons last year when a 
rabbi with twenty-six years’ service re­
signed from the pulpit of Greater Miami’s 
oldest synagogue. In the Miami Herald of 
February 26,1955, Rabbi Max Shapiro told 
his story. He explained his reasons for 
quitting his job by asking questions:

“Why then, after two thirds of my ac­
tive life, and after 26 years of apparent 
‘successful’ ministry, did I resign? There 
are three questions an honest minister 
asks of himself and of his congregation: 
‘Do I reach the individuals whom I seek 
to reach?’ ‘Do I guide the people who need 
guidance?’ ‘Do I touch the lives I seek to 
touch?’ The minister finds it very difficult 
to give an affirmative answer.”

Explaining how the preaching role has 
been relegated to the background, Rabbi 
Shapiro went on to say: “Does the minis-
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ter have nothing more offered to him than 
an opportunity to keep busy running from 
place to place, assume various offices, lend 
his name to all organizations and move­
ments?” Of the ministry Rabbi Shapiro 
asked: “Does it offer him nothing more 
than a rushing to banquets, visiting the 
‘elite,’ flattering the rich, and ‘playing’ to 
audiences who come to be entertained, not 
uplifted—and thus acquiring for himself a 
‘big’ name and the favorable attentions 
generally reserved for ‘lights’ in the thea­
ter, politics or sports?

“There are many times in the life of a 
minister when he wonders whether he 
should go on. Many of my colleagues stat­
ed: ‘I wish I had your courage to quit.’ ”

Were it not for fear, then, there would 
be a mass quitting among the clergy. 
Honest-hearted clergymen are discour­
aged. Why? Because they are doing vir­
tually nothing to change the lives of their 
parishioners, to make them live according 
to Bible principles. And why are they such 
failures? It must be that the religion they 
represent is not the true religion of the 
Bible! In the book Protestant—Catholic— 
Jew, published last year, author Will Her- 
berg finds today’s religions, whether Prot­
estant, Catholic or Jewish, not faithful to 
what he calls the Biblical true faith.

But we do not need Mr. Herberg’s book 
to discern this fact. It is the quality of peo­
ple that a religion produces that is the key 
test to whether a religion is true or false. 
Look about Christendom. Then read the 
Bible. God’s Word says: “They publicly 
declare they know God, but they disown 
him by their works.”—Titus 1:16, NW.

True religion changes peoples’ lives. It 
produces right works, right conduct, right 
action. It inspires and encourages people. 
It holds forth God’s new world of right­
eousness as mankind’s only hope. It is the 
purpose of the Watchtower magazine to 
aid you in the practice of this true religion.
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QUEENSHIP
Wlo/uj

SCRIPTURAL

STEP by step the Roman Cath­
olic Church has elevated 

Mary to where she now stands 
in a position of equality with 
God in that church and per­
forms the functions of both 
Jesus Christ and the holy 
spirit. Thequeenshipof Mary 
is not determined by any ref­
erence to the Bible or to 
Christ. It is founded solely up- ^
on the traditions and authority ■
of the Roman Catholic Church.

When one inquires for the factu­
al basis in Scripture or in history for the 
doctrines of the immaculate conception 
and the bodily assumption of Mary, which 
doctrines have opened the way for the ac­
clamation of Mary in our day, the common 
reply given is a part of a famed theological 
epigram: “ Potuit, decuit, ergo fecit—God 
could do it; it was fitting that 
He should do it; therefore He 
actually did it,” that is, did the 
things the above dogmas af­
firm, namely, keep Mary free 
from Adamic sin, spare her 
body from the corrupting pow­
er of death, raise her fleshly 
body, blood and all, into the 
courts of heaven itself, without 
having it undergo any change.

A far greater authority than the medieval 
Franciscan tradition, the apostle Paul, boldly 
declares that none of the above doctrines have any 
basis in fact. Paul says: “Through one man sin entered 
into the world and death through sin, and thus death 
spread to all men because they had all sinned.” Paul 
did not exclude Mary, a fleshly descendant of Adam, 
from this rule. Paul does, however, exclude Jesus 
Christ, because Jesus was not the son of Joseph, a 
descendant of the man Adam. Jesus was a Son of God, 
born not from a fleshly will or from man’s will, but 
from God.—Rom. 5:12; Heb. 7:26; Luke 1:34, 35,

As for the assumption dogma, Paul argues that no 
one, not Mary nor even Jesus himself, can take his

Why is Mary nowhere 
referred to in the Bible as 
a queen? Upon what is 
her queenship said to be 
based? Answers to these 
questions will aid you to 
render exclusive devotion 
to the One 
to whom it

physical, human body with him to 
heaven. “ Flesh and blood cannot 

i n h e r i t  G o d ’s k i n g d o m . ” 
—1 Cor. 15:44, 50,

Despite the unscriptural- 
ness of these dogmas, the 
Roman Catholic pope Pius 
XII energetically builds up­
on these sandy traditional 

foundations. In the autumn 
of 1954 he elevated Mary to 

new glory and new heights by 
symbolically crowning her the 

reigning queen of heaven and of all 
creation. He also proclaimed that every 
May 31 should be set aside as a special 
feast day to the queenship of Mary. Mary 
is being hailed by such titles as “Queen of 
all hearts,” “Queen of Peace,” “ Queen of 
the Universe,” “Queen of Heaven and 
Earth,” “Mistress of all creation,” plus such 

popular designations as 
“Mother of the United Na­
tions,” “Mother of Ameri­
ca,” “Mother of the Atomic 
Age,” “Our Lady of Televi­
sion,” “Queen of Education” 
and “Queen of the Home.”
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MARY MADE EQUAL TO GOD AND CHRIST

Roman Catholic theologians represent 
Mary as coredeemer and comediatrix with 
Christ. She is seen performing many func­
tions that, in the Christian Greek Scrip­
tures, are exclusively associated with Jesus 
Christ and the holy spirit. Nations are 
being urged to call upon Mary in their 
hour of danger, difficulties and doubts. 
The attention and devotion given to Mary 
in the Roman Catholic world now equal, 
even exceed, that given to Jesus Christ.

The activities of Jesus Christ are being 
removed farther away from direct contact 
with human life by Catholic authorities. 
Christ is being regarded as living aloof 
from mankind. He is no longer seen as 
the only One who intercedes before God 
in behalf of fallen humankind. Mary now 
is pictured as the copartner and cointer­
cessor, transmitting prayers from earth to 
God. In fact, in all that has to do with 
salvation, with the achievement of human 
welfare and the establishment of peace on 
earth, Mary figures as prominently as does 
Jesus Christ.

Note how an official Catholic publica­
tion, Our Sunday Visibestows honor 
upon Mary and equates her work with 
that of Jesus Christ, the holy spirit and 
God himself: “The name Mary is said to 
mean ‘Star of the Sea.’ Mary is set in the 
heavens as a bright star in the blackness 
of night, as a beacon in the storm that 
threatens to engulf civilization. Mary is a 
teacher given us by God to correct His 
erring children, to set our feet in the path 
of justice.” “Mary manifests herself in a 
special manner as the bright Morning Star 
and the Seat of Wisdom.” Place “an un­
wavering confidence in Mary.” “ In danger, 
in difficulties, in doubts, think of Mary. 
Call upon Mary.” “Never let her name be 
absent from your lips or absent from your 
heart. If you would obtain the help of her 
prayers, do not neglect to follow the ex-
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ample of her conduct. If you follow her, 
you will not stray; if you pray to her, you 
need not despair. If you think of her, you 
will not err; sustained by her, you will 
never fail; protected by her, you need not 
fear; guided by her, you will walk un­
wearied. If she smiles upon you, you will 
succeed.” The pope expressed firm con­
fidence that through Mary “mankind will 
little by little progress along this way of 
salvation and she will guide the rulers of 
nations and the hearts of their peoples 
toward concord and charity.”— Our Sun­
day Visitor, October 17, 1954.

If Mary performs the above functions, 
what is there left for God and Christ to 
do? If Mary intercedes, directs and teaches 
mankind, what is the assigned work of the 
holy spirit? If Mary occupies the foremost 
position in our hearts, what place does 
God occupy? Does not the elevation of 
Mary obscure the headship and activities 
of Christ over his church? Does not it 
minimize his earnest and undying concern 
for the members of his church body and 
for all who call upon him in spirit and in 
truth? Is not all this glorifying of Mary 
unscriptural?

THE BIBLE DETHRONES MARY
The Roman Catholic Church hails Mary 

as “a bright star in the blackness of night, 
as a beacon in the storm that threatens to 
engulf civilization,” whereas the Bible 
says that Jesus is “ the root and the off­
spring of David, and the bright morning 
star.” Instead of Mary’s being the beacon 
light, Jesus is hailed as “the light of men” 
—“the light of the world.” The prophet 
Isaiah foretold that Christ would be raised 
“a signal over the peoples.” While Mary 
is nowhere referred to in the Scriptures as 
“ teacher,” Jesus is frequently called by 
that title. Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, 
said to Jesus: “Rabbi, we know that you 
as a teacher have come from God.” Jesus,
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in fact, counseled: “Do not you be called 
‘Rabbi’, for one is your teacher, whereas 
all you are brothers. Moreover, do not call 
anyone your father on earth, for One is 
your Father, the heavenly One. Neither 
be called ‘leaders’, for your Leader is one, 
the Christ.”—Rev. 22:16; John 1:4; 8:12, 
NW; Isa. 62:10, AT; John 3:2; Matt. 23: 

8-10, NW.
The inspired Scriptures declare that 

Jehovah the Almighty God and his Son 
Christ Jesus, the holy spirit and Word of 
truth are to be helpers, teachers, educators, 
directors and counselors in God’s organi­
zation. But nowhere is Mary mentioned as 
such. Isaiah stated: “And all thy children 
shall be taught of Jehovah; and great shall 
be the peace of thy children.” Regarding 
God’s Word the psalmist wrote: “Thy 
word is a lamp unto my feet, and light 
unto my path.” Of the holy spirit Jesus 
said: “ I will request the Father and he 
will give you another helper to be with you 
forever, the spirit of the truth, which the 
world cannot receive.” “But the helper, 
the holy spirit which the Father will send 
in my name, that one will teach you all 
things and bring back to your minds all 
the things I told you.”—Isa. 54:13; Ps. 
119:105, AS;John 14:16, 17, 26,

Catholic theologians call Mary “the Seat 
of Wisdom” ; the Bible says: “Jehovah 
giveth wisdom; out of his mouth cometh 
knowledge and understanding.” Catholics 
are directed to call upon Mary in their 
hour of danger, difficulty and doubts; 
God’s Word tells us that “God is our refuge 
and strength, a very present help in trou­
ble” ; that “Jehovah is nigh unto all them 
that call upon him, to all that call upon 
him in truth. He will fulfil the desire of 
them that fear him; he also will hear their 
cry, and will save them.” Catholics look 
to Mary “to subdue violence beneath her 
foot,” but God’s Word assures us: “The 
God who gives peace will crush Satan un-
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der your feet shortly.”— Prov. 2:6, 7; Ps. 
46:1-3; 145:18, 19, ASRom. 16:20,

NO MENTION OF MARY BY APOSTLES
The elevated position that Mary holds 

in the Catholic world is certainly not in 
accord with the Scriptures. When examin­
ing what the Bible record has to say about 
Mary, we are amazed at the scarcity of 
comment. Only one mention is made of her 
outside the Gospels. Neither the apostle 
Paul, nor the apostle Peter, nor Judas, the 
servant of Jesus, nor James, the brother 
of Jesus, make so much as one single men­
tion of her in all their inspired writings. 
Mary is conspicuous by her absence of 
mention. Paul makes frequent references 
to faithful women, but never mentions 
Mary. Why such silence? There can be 
only one answer. The exalted offices of 
queen of the universe, queen of heaven 
and all creation, are purely man-made and 
have no basis in fact. Mary’s pre-eminence 
was “among women” only, because the 
Messiah was to be born of her: “Blessed 
are you among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb!”—Luke 1:28, 42, NW.

But the apostles were not alone in their 
silence. Jesus himself very carefully re­
frained from giving any special attention 
to his earthly relatives, never once grant­
ing to them any pre-eminence, but always 
emphasizing his personal relationship with 
his Father. “Whoever does the will of my 
Father who is in heaven, the same is my 
brother, and sister, and mother.” The 
earliest account of Jesus as a child begins 
with his saying to his parents: “Did you 
not know that I must be in the house of 
my Father?” And his last words were: 
“Father, into your hands I entrust my 
spirit.” There are at least 150 Scriptural 
references in which Jesus is mentioned in 
close association with his Father, but there 
is absolutely not one reference where Jesus 
expresses any affiliation with his mother.

SEeWATCHTOWER,
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There is not one single instance where he 
addresses her as “mother.” He invariably 
refers to her as “woman.” “What have I 
to do with you, woman?” “Woman, see! 
your son!”—Matt. 12:46-50; Luke 8:21; 
2:49; 23:46; John 2:4; 19:26,

Nowhere in the Bible is Mary seen as a 
mediatrix or intercessor, or as a co-worker 
with Jesus in the role of human salvation. 
Jesus stands alone in these offices, saying: 
“Apart from me you can do nothing at all. 
If anyone does not remain in union with 
me, he is cast out as a branch and is dried 
up, and men gather those branches up and 
pitch them into the fire and they are 
burned. If you remain in union with me 
and my sayings remain in you, ask what­
ever you wish and it will take place for 
you.” “No matter what you ask the Father 
in my name he might give it to you.” In­
stead of God’s servants’ performing “ all 
their actions ‘through Mary, with Mary, in 
Mary, and for Mary,’ ” as taught by the 
Roman Catholic Church, the inspired Paul 
extols God’s mercy and wisdom, and says: 
“Because from him and by him and for 
him are all things. To him be the glory 
forever. Amen.”—John 15:5-7, 16; Rom. 
11:33-36, NW.

PAGAN BACKGROUND EXPOSED
Mary’s exaltation is part of a deliberate­

ly planned and carefully executed scheme 
on the part of the Roman Catholic Church 
to revive the ancient form of worship of 
the queen of heaven, as was practiced in 
the pagan nations of ancient Babylon, 
Egypt and Rome; and also in the unfaith­
ful ancient nation of Israel. Herodotus, 
from personal knowledge, testifies that in 
ancient Egypt the “queen of heaven” was 
“the greatest and most worshipped of all 
the divinities.” The historian Alexander 
Hislop writes that according to the Chal­
dean doctrine, Semiramis, the mother and 
later the wife of Nimrod, when exalted to
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divinity under the name of the queen of 
heaven, came to be worshiped as “ the Holy 
Spirit incarnate.” Nonnus, speaking of the 
Babylonian queen of heaven, calls her “ the 
hope of the whole world.” She is also re­
ferred to as “mistress of all creation.” 
Hislop further says that it was this same 
goddess who was worshiped at Ephesus, 
whom Demetrius, the silversmith, charac­
terized as the goddess whom “the whole 
province of Asia and the inhabited earth 
worships.” All of these titles, which were 
once applied to pagan goddesses, are now 
attributed to Mary.—Acts 19:27, NW.

The ancient nation of Israel fell victim 
to this form of idolatry. Instead of to 
Mary, the Hebrew women offered cakes 
in the streets of Jerusalem to the Baby­
lonian goddess, Astarte. They burned in­
cense to the queen of heaven and poured 
out drink offerings to her. The people open­
ly defied God and his Word to carry out 
their wicked practices. For their willful 
wickedness God reduced them to slaves 
and completely devastated the land. Will 
God react differently today? He says of 
himself: “ I, Jehovah, change not.”—Jer. 
44:15-19; Mai. 3:6, AS.

Aside from Babylonian paganism and 
Catholic tradition, there is absolutely no 
authority whatsoever for the present wor­
ship of Mary or any other woman as the 
queen of heaven. It would be well, there­
fore, to heed the apostle Paul’s advice: 
“Look out: perhaps there may be some 
man that will carry you off as his prey 
through the philosophy and empty decep­
tion according to the tradition of men, ac­
cording to the elementary things of the 
world and not according to Christ.” “Even 
if we or an angel out of heaven,” says the 
apostle, “were to declare to you as good 
news something beyond what we declared to 
you as good news, let him be accursed.” Be­
cause as the apostle Peter sums up regard­
ing Christ Jesus: “There is no salvation in
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anyone else, for there is not another name 
under heaven that has been given among 
men by which we must get saved.” Let

these inspired words of God, not the tradi­
tions of men, guide you in your worship. 
—Col. 2:8; Gal. 1:8; Acts 4:12, NW.

Product o f the true worship 
or the false?

THE Great Pyramid of Giza is one of 
“ the seven wonders of the ancient 
world.” It is the largest of nine pyramids 

found in Giza, in the valley of the Nile. 
The Great Pyramid is 486 feet high, or 
about the height of a modern 40-story 
building, and each of its four sides is 764 
feet long; its base covers thirteen acres. 
The ratio of its height to the perimeter of 
its base is the same as that of the radius 
of a circle to its circumference, a most 
remarkable feature according to some 
mathematicians and astronomers. Its four 
sides line up perfectly with the four di­
rections of the compass.

The date that Herodotus gives for its 
building would make the Great Pyramid 
about three thousand years old today, but 
others insist that he is mistaken and that 
it was built about four thousand years ago. 
According to Herodotus and Manetho 
(Egyptian historian of the third century

before Christ), the 
Great Pyramid was 
built by Cheops, one 
of the Shepherd kings 
who invaded Egypt 
and easily subdued it, 
closed all the temples 
and then compelled 
one and all to labor 
for them. “A hundred 
thousand men la­
boured constantly and 
were relieved every 
three months by a 
fresh lot. It took ten 
years’ oppression of 

the people to make the causeway for the 
conveyance of the stones, a work not much 
inferior, in my judgment, to the pyramid 
itself.” This causeway was three fifths of a 
mile long, sixty feet wide and reached a 
height of forty-eight feet, was “built of 
polished stone, and [was] covered with 
carvings of animals. . . . The Pyramid it­
self took twenty years to build.” The two 
lesser pyramids of Giza, Herodotus tells 
us, were built by Cheops’ brother and son.

There has been much speculation as to 
the reason why these pyramids of Giza 
were built, and in particular why the Great 
Pyramid was built. Some have disposed of 
the problem by claiming that it was built 
solely as a tomb for Cheops, but is it rea­
sonable that a ruler would direct all the 
resources of a land such as Egypt toward 
the building of a tomb, and that for thirty 
years? Others have concluded that it was 
built to house royal treasure, but the cost 
involved in building such a structure far 
exceeded all the value of whatever treasure
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a king might want to place in it! Others 
have ventured the opinion that it was built 
to serve as a temple, but that likewise does 
not seem to be the right explanation, as its 
smooth and slanting sides made access to 
its entrances very difficult.

Because none of these theories fully and 
satisfactorily explain the purpose of build­
ing the Great Pyramid, others have de­
veloped the hypothesis that it was built un­
der divine inspiration; that perhaps Mel- 
chizedek was its builder and that God pro­
vided it as a witness in stone to corroborate 
the Bible. Such men as John Taylor of 
London, Professor Smyth and Dr. Edgar 
of Scotland advocated the theory* that 
the measurements of the Great Pyramid 
and particularly the measurements of its 
internal passageways and chambers, were 
full of Scriptural meaning.

What are the facts? Is the Great Pyra­
mid truly a witness to Jehovah? Was it 
built by his true worshipers to corroborate 
the Bible, or was it built by the devotees 
of pagan religions?

NOT OF DIVINE ORIGIN
First of all let us note that since God’s 

Word is a ‘lamp to our feet and a light to 
our path,’ and was furnished so that we 
might “ be fully competent, completely 
equipped for every good work,” there is 
no unfulfilled need that the Great Pyra­
mid with its measurements would serve. 
—Ps. 119:105; 2 Tim. 3:15-17, NW.

Jehovah God used some forty writers 
over a period of sixteen centuries to pro­
vide us with his Word. Is it reasonable to 
conclude that even before Moses began to 
write the Pentateuch God caused a mas­
sive structure to be built that was to cor­
roborate his Word? Rather, is it not an 
insult to God to hold that he felt it neces­
sary to corroborate his inspired Word by 
some mute edifice? And that its meaning

* Bible Students also held to this thought prior to 1928.
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should be hidden from man for several 
thousand years and revealed only at a 
time when the structure had been robbed 
of all its external beauty?

Further, is it reasonable to hold that 
God would direct the construction of a 
building covering thirteen acres of ground, 
consisting of 90 million cubic feet of quar­
ried stone, with stones as much as thirty 
feet long and estimated to weigh as much 
as 880 tons each, when all such work had 
to be done by slave labor? The very fact 
that the memory of the invading Shepherd 
kings who constructed these pyramids was 
so detested by the Egyptians for genera­
tions afterward would certainly put the 
building of the pyramids in the class of 
Pharaoh’s building program rather than 
that of King Solomon.

Besides, if the Great Pyramid were 
built at God’s command should we not ex­
pect to find some reference to its construc­
tion in God’s Word, the Bible? The Bible 
tells us of the building of Solomon’s tem­
ple and that built under the direction of 
Governor Zerubbabel; also of the building 
of a water aqueduct by King Hezekiah, yes 
and also of the building of the tower of 
Babel, but not a word about any of the 
pyramids. Relevant to this argument also 
is the fact that none of the structures de­
scribed in God’s Word employ the design 
of a pyramid.

The fact also cannot be gainsaid that 
none of the measurements given in the 
Great Pyramid throw light on the all- 
important issue of universal sovereignty 
or why God has permitted evil. Remark­
able as some of its measurements seem to 
appear, it also cannot be denied that these 
have led to false hopes resulting in disap­
pointments and none of them serve any 
purpose in magnifying the name of Jeho­
vah and preaching “ this good news of the 
kingdom,” nor are those who put so much 
store by the Great Pyramid sharing in such
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preaching work. If there are facts about the 
Great Pyramid that cannot be explained 
solely on the basis of human wisdom, 
then in view of all the foregoing we have 
no alternative but to conclude that it must 
have been accomplished by means of de­
mon power rather than by the active force 
of Jehovah God.

THE ALTAR TO JEHOVAH
One Scripture text that has been used in 

times past to support the position that the 
Great Pyramid is of divine origin reads: 
“In that day shall there be an altar to Jeho­
vah in the midst of the land of Egypt, and 
a pillar at the border thereof to Jehovah. 
And it shall be for a sign and for a wit­
ness unto Jehovah of hosts in the land of 
Egypt; for they shall cry unto Jehovah be­
cause of oppressors, and he will send them 
a saviour, and a defender, and he will de­
liver them.” By an ingenious set of lines an 
attempt was made to show how the Great 
Pyramid was both in the midst of the land 
of Egypt and at the same time at its bor­
der. But no literal structure could literally 
be both in the midst and at the border of 
a literal land.—Isa. 19:19, 20,

However, the Bible does use the term 
Egypt in a figurative sense, as at Revela­
tion 11:7, 8 ( NW) where the condition of 
God’s servants in 1918 and 1919 is de­
scribed as follows: “ And when they have 
finished their witnessing, the wild beast 
that ascends out of the abyss will make war 
with them and conquer them and kill them. 
And their corpses will be on the broad way 
of the great city which is in a spiritual 
sense called Sodom and Egypt, where their 
Lord was also impaled.”

The term “ altar” as used in the above 
scripture means a place of sacrifice, and 
today God’s people are offering sacrifices 
to Jehovah in the midst of antitypical 
Egypt, Satan’s world. They are also serv­
ing as a pillar, as a monument or witness
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to Jehovah. While it would be impossible 
for a literal structure to be both in the 
midst and at the border of a literal land, 
this can be true in a figurative sense. The 
witnesses of Jehovah are today found in 
the midst of or throughout modern Egypt, 
that is, Satan’s world; and yet in another 
sense it can be said that they are also at 
its border in that they are standing at its 
edge, ready to pass over into the new 
world after the battle of Armageddon. 
That they are to serve as witnesses is 
stated time and again in the Scriptures: 
“Ye are my witnesses, saith Jehovah, . . . 
and I am God.” And as for their being a 
sign, note the words of the Greater Isaiah, 
Christ Jesus, in which he refers to his fol­
lowers as children given him: “Behold, I 
and the children whom Jehovah hath given 
me are for signs and for wonders.”—Isa. 
43:10-12; 8:18, AS;Heb. 2:13.

Regardless of how interesting, fascinat­
ing or intriguing the mathematical, chron­
ological and astronomical implications of 
the Great Pyramid of Egypt might be, they 
fade into insignificance when compared 
with the great work Jehovah is having 
done today by his altar in the midst of 
Egypt and his pillar at the border. What 
the people need today is not just an im­
plied corroboration of Bible chronology 
but the truth regarding the great issue 
to be settled, Who rules supreme, Jeho­
vah God or Satan the Devil? They need to 
see the clear line of demarcation that exists 
between God’s organization and that of the 
Devil, and they must be shown the urgency 
of seeking Jehovah, righteousness and 
meekness before it is too late.—Zeph. 2:1-3.

Since all the evidence points to the fact 
that the Great Pyramid was not construct­
ed at God’s direction, for Christians to 
take it seriously would be tantamount to 
going down to Egypt for help. (Isa. 31:1) 
Not by means of a pagan slave-labor-built 
pile of stone but by means of his Word, his
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organization and his active force, his holy 
spirit, Jehovah God is training his dedi­
cated servants for the ministry.

THE LIKELY MOTIVE
There remains but one question. Since 

it is clear that the Great Pyramid was not 
built at the direction of Jehovah, and since 
it appears that it was not built solely to 
serve as a tomb nor as a storehouse for 
treasure nor as a temple for pagan wor­
ship, can any satisfactory explanation be 
given of Cheops’ motive for having it built?

Yes, there is one theory that has much 
to recommend it and that is based on the 
prominence that the Great Pyramid gives 
to the sciences of mathematics and astron­
omy. It is known that in ancient times 
astronomy and astrology were considered 
as one. And from Scriptural and secular 
history it is apparent that the Chaldeans 
excelled in both. And it further appears 
that Cheops and those with him, who con­
quered Egypt with apparently so little 
effort, came from Chaldea. Therefore, in 
view of “ the mysterious influence which 
astrologers ascribe to special numbers,
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figures, positions, and so forth, the care 
with which the Great Pyramid was so 
proportioned as to indicate particular as­
tronomical and mathematical relations is 
at once explained.”

And further, when we consider that “ the 
Chaldeans from the earliest times pursued 
the study of alchemy in connection with 
astrology,” by which they hoped to dis­
cover the ‘philosopher’s stone,’ and by 
which in turn they believed they would be 
able to transmute base metals to gold and 
silver and at the same time discover the 
secret of life, then we can find a justifica­
tion for the building of the Great Pyramid, 
as a monument erected to astrology with 
the hope of discovering the fundamental 
secrets of life and all matter.— The Great 
Pyramid, R. A. Proctor.

Thus, this most logical explanation of all 
as to the reasons underlying the construc­
tion of the Great Pyramid of Giza would 
indicate that it certainly was not built by 
those engaging in the true worship of Jeho­
vah God but by those devoted to astrology, 
a manifestation of Devil religion, and was 
built in furtherance of such religion.

SlkWATCHTOWER

TVot Jooyoung to 'Listen and Learn
That children at an early age can listen and learn is apparent from the following 

heart-warming experience told by a missionary in Korea: “About two months ago 
three little boys (ages about 5, 7 and 9) began attending our meetings. They came 
every time and soon all three had their own Bible and Watchtower. As each scrip­
ture was cited they would bury their little noses in their Bible and follow along. At 
first none of the brothers seemed to know anything about them. I tried several 
times to talk to them but just couldn’t get a response. Finally we learned the cir­
cumstances. The boys’ parents had been killed during the war and since that time 
they have been shifting mostly for themselves. They live together in a tiny place 
and the eldest is the ‘mother.’ They are handsome youngsters but don’t look like 
children at all. This is common here where so many have been robbed of their 
babyhood by the war. Last Thursday evening the seven-year-old one gave his first 
talk at the theocratic ministry school. He looked spick and span, as neat as a pin, 
and the other two appeared very proud of him. He read like a bullet, as is typical 
here, and to hear the words of life come from that dear little heart brought a tear 
or two. After the meeting I spoke to the three of them and told them how pleased 
Jehovah was to welcome them to his ‘family,’ and for the first time I saw them 
smile.”
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| ANGUAGE is a gift of 

the great Creator, 
the Giver of “every 

good gift and every perfect 
present.” Even the great 
American lexicographer,
Noah Webster, declared:
“Language as well as the 
faculty of speech was the immediate gift 
of God.” Use it well.—Jas. 1:17, NW.

Jehovah expresses his will through the 
spoken word. With him it is inherent, 
alive, exerting awesome power, fulfilling 
his purposes. His word never returns to 
him void. “God thundereth marvellously 
with his voice; great things doeth he, 
which we cannot comprehend.” “So shall 
my word be that goeth forth out of my 
mouth,” says Jehovah. “It shall not return 
unto me void, but it shall accomplish that 
which I please, and it shall prosper in the 
thing whereto I sent it.”—Job 37:5; Isaiah 
55:11.

Speech when properly used reflects the 
beauty and glory of its Maker, Jehovah. 
“Like apples of gold in a setting of carved 
silver is a word that is aptly spoken.” “An 
apt utterance is a joy to a man; and a word 
in season—how good it is!” In creating 
creatures of different stations in life, God 
granted them the gift of speech. The Logos 
became God’s spokesman, capable of per­
fectly conveying the thoughts and pur­
poses of Jehovah to all creation. Angels 
became messengers, with vocal powers to 
sing and to communicate with man and

God. On earth the inspired 
Record shows that the 

first man Adam was 
made with a fine set 
of vocal organs and 
a tongue of far great­
er agility and flexibil­
ity than that of the 
other creatures on 

earth created before 
him. Though it be true 

that the cries of the lower 
animals are language in so 

far as they give expression 
to their state of mind, and 

that they have a vocal means 
of communication, yet such 

ability could not compare with 
man’s far-surpassing ability to articulate 
speech, to divide sounds up into syllables 
and words and by arrangement or combi­
nation of these to have a vocabulary and 
speak distinctly and connectedly.—Prov. 
25:11; 15:23, AT.

Rather than his learning to speak by imi­
tating the animals, beginning with grunts 
and growls, as is taught by evolution, the 
facts as set down in the book of Genesis 
are that Adam made almost immediate use 
of his powers of speech by bestowing names 
upon the various animal creations. This 
took the quality of reasoning, the exercise 
of reflection, thinking and judging, the 
inner action of the mind and the outward 
expression in words. The naming of animal 
creation took a sizable vocabulary. This 
was in essence an intelligence test.

Also, when Adam took Eve to himself as 
wife, he spoke out intelligently, saying: 
“This is at last bone of my bones and flesh 
of my flesh. This one will be called Woman, 
because from man this one was taken.” 
While language has changed, man to this 
very day says in substance the same thing 
when he selects a wife for himself. Eve, 
too, was endowed with the same power of 
expression as Adam, namely, to speak, us-
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ing words and phrases; a language to ex­
press their mutual ideas and fellowship. 
They knew that language is for the pur­
pose of exchanging thoughts, a means of 
communication of a message or a com­
mandment, to converse with each other. 
Eve was well equipped for this purpose. 
This made her an ideal helper, a comple­
ment of the man. She was also equipped 
to pass this wonderful gift to her offspring. 
—Gen. 2:23, NW.

SPEECH A SOCIAL ACTIVITY

Language is not instinctive with human­
kind, as communication is with the lower 
animals. The art of speech must be taught 
him. With humans, then, speech is pro­
gressive. Instinct differs from intelligence 
in that intelligence resides essentially in 
the variability of the means it uses, where­
as instinct is invariably an inherent force 
of law. A. W. Holmes said: “A goose flies 
by a chart which the Royal Geographical 
Society could not mend.” Colton declared: 
“Though reason is progressive, instinct is 
stationary. Five thousand years have add­
ed no improvement to the hive of a bee, or 
the house of a beaver,” and, we might add, 
to the language of the wild. But with hu­
mankind language has changed.

With humankind speech is a social ac­
tivity. Man cannot live without the co­
operation of his fellow men. The chief pur­
pose of speech among men is to secure this 
co-operation and thus achieve some form 
of self-realization, to accomplish his de­
sires and to be a reflecting glory to the 
Creator. Eve showed that she fully under­
stood this basic truth, when she said to the 
serpent: “Of the fruit of the trees of the 
garden we may eat. But as for eating of 
the fruit of the tree that is in the middle 
of the garden, God has said, ‘You must 
not eat from it, no, you must not touch it 
for fear you may die.’ ” This command was 
first given to her husband Adam, and
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using speech Adam communicated the law 
perfectly to his wife, which she by her 
own expression showed she understood. 
The communicative process is completed 
only when the speaker gets a response by 
word, look, gesture or even silence (for 
silence is sometimes eloquent), which will 
enable him to judge the attitude of the 
listener and hence the degree of his own 
success or failure. “Even a fool, when he 
holdeth his peace, is counted wise: and he 
that shutteth his lips is esteemed a man of 
understanding.” Eve by her expression 
demonstrated that she fully understood the 
reason for speech.—Gen. 3:2, 3; 2:16, 17, 
NW; Prov. 17:28.

ONE VOCABULARY

For over 1700 years after man’s creation 
it could still be said: “Now all the earth 
continued to be of one language and of one 
set of words [or, “one vocabulary,” mar­
gin].”  Confusion of languages came as a 
result of an act of God. It was Jehovah’s 
reply to a God-defying people, who endeav­
ored to establish a union of mankind, a 
world government with headquarters at 
Babel. The Scriptural account of this reads: 
“And Jehovah proceeded to go down to see 
the city and the tower that the sons of 
men had built. After that Jehovah said: 
‘Look! They are one people and there is 
one language for them all, and this is what 
they start to do. Why, now there is nothing 
that they may scheme to do that will be 
unattainable for them. Come now! Let us 
go down and there confuse their language 
that they may not listen to one another’s 
language.’ Accordingly Jehovah scattered 
them from there over all the surface of the 
earth, and they gradually left off building 
the city. That is why its name was called 
Babel, because there Jehovah had confused 
the language of all the earth and Jehovah 
had scattered them from there over all the 
surface of the earth.”—Gen. 11:1,5-9, NW.
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After the breakup at Babel men began 
to drift to all parts of the earth. Because 
men were not bound together by close com­
munication ties, differences of speech, even 
among those of the same language group, 
would quickly crop out, dialects would 
spring up, and eventually new languages 
would be born, similar to and yet distinct 
from the parent language. Restless factors 
kept the world’s tongues in a fairly con­
stant state of change. Distance or physical 
barriers, wars and conquests, perhaps cli­
mate, an effort to eliminate more difficult 
sounds or sound combinations, and a desire 
to imitate prominent or popular persons— 
all these have played their part, until today 
the babel of tongues has reached an incred­
ible figure of 2,796 tongues; some spoken 
by millions, others by only a few hundred.

While the reputable English language 
contains some 700,000 words, the language 
of the Aranta tribe in the interior of Aus­
tralia is limited to 400 to 500 words. This 
tiny vocabulary is not due to lack of in­
telligence on the part of its speakers. Ap­
parently extreme isolation has enabled 
them to get along with this vocabulary.

PURE LANGUAGE

Language is unquestionably a barrier 
but not necessarily a divisive force. Unity 
can be attained despite the language bar­
rier through the practice of the “pure lan­
guage.” The pure language is the perfect 
understanding of Jehovah’s purposes as 
recorded in his Word the Bible, and as that 
purpose was revealed by Jesus Christ. Pure 
language is truth free from all religious 
adulteration. It was given to Adam and 
Eve, but was perverted shortly thereafter 
when the serpent, the Devil, spoke for a 
selfish purpose to lead man to creature 
worship. Since that day only a few have 
learned the pure language.

The prophet Joel foretold the time when 
the holy spirit of God would be poured out
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on all flesh, enabling people of good will to 
learn and to speak the language that does 
lead to life. That time came A.D. 33. Men 
and women learned that the pure language 
was the speech of the pure worship of Al­
mighty God, Jehovah. The spirit of God 
empowered them on this occasion to speak 
in different languages and those gathered 
at Jerusalem were able to understand the 
good news of the Kingdom. The apostle 
Peter, using his powers of speech to speak 
forth the pure language, climaxed his dis­
course with these words: “And then any­
one that calls upon the name of Jehovah 
will be saved.”—Acts 2:1-21, NW.

Now, in these days of the complete and 
final fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy, there 
exists among those who live in hope of a 
new world a language that is truly inter­
national, surmounting all barriers and be­
ing spoken by persons of many, many 
tongues. It is pure and not difficult to ac­
quire if the student is sincere. It was fore­
told at Zephaniah 3:9 (AS) : “For then will 
I turn to the peoples a pure language, that 
they may all call upon the name of Jeho­
vah, to serve him with one consent.”

This pure language is being spoken to­
day by Jehovah’s people in all nations, 
uniting them in bonds of love and Christian 
brotherhood, despite their native tongues. 
It unites them in giving testimony to Jeho­
vah’s name and kingdom. Thus, even 
though Jehovah’s witnesses are scattered 
over the face of the earth in more than 159 
lands, yet through the power of God’s spirit 
and the pure language they are united as 
one New World society. Worldly barriers 
are no obstacle to them.

Learn the pure language, for not only 
will it help you to communicate and make 
friends with peoples of all nations, but it 
will bring life to you and your listeners; 
and, most important of all, you will be 
using speech for its intended purpose, that 
of giving glory to Jehovah’s name.
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“I give you good coun­
sel, turn not from my 
teaching. . . attend to 
what I say, bend your

j f j :  ear to my words; never 
lose sight of them, but 
fix them in your mind; Jp to those who find them, 

they are life” 
—Prov. 4:2, 20-22, Mo.

ODAY’S youth is tomor­
row’s manhood. Therefore the 
quality and maturity of the man­
hood of tomorrow are dependent 
upon education and training that 
are given youth today. One of youth’s 
training centers should be the home, with 
Christian parents as the teachers. Mature 
teachers in the Christian home will use as 
the leading textbook God’s Word the Bi­
ble, and such background will furnish the 
proper background for youth today in 
preparation for a proper place in the New 
World society.

2 Teaching and training in the world 
generally are as varied as the teachers and 
their traditions and philosophies. As a 
result, what a variety of mental food is 
presented for consumption, particularly 
for the younger generation! “We are what 
we eat,”  some authorities theorize. Our 
minds become what we feed them. Since 
the mind directs or influences the person, 
immediately we sense how important is a 
proper mental diet. The mind is fed by the 
educational systems, in the home and in 
the Christian congregation directly by 
hearing the spoken word. There is also the 
indirect way, vitally important, and that 
is by example, because even the ten-year-
1. What determines the good qualities of youth in the 
New World society?
2. What factors are involved in teaching and rearing 
children?

sifter parents, teachers and other 
influences to which he may be 
subjected or exposed. To follow 
the proper pattern is illustrated 
by the Master Teacher’s saying: 

“ I set the pattern for you, that, just as I 
did to you, you should do also.”  However, 
in contrast with this many pattern them­
selves according to events of the past or 
the conduct of more than just an individ­
ual, perhaps after a group; or possibly aft­
er an educational system with any of a 
variety of special philosophies, or after the 
national or local political pattern, or even 
the policies of commercial organizations 
their associates are affiliated with or are 
influenced by. So that improper patterns 
might be shunned, it is written: “Now 
these things went on befalling them as ex­
amples and they were written for a warn­
ing to us upon whom the accomplished 
ends of the systems of things have ar­
rived.”—John 13:15; 1 Cor. 10:11; 1 Tim. 
6:20,21, NW.

3 Man was endowed with the ability to 
procreate his own kind. It was purposed 
that in the process of development within 
a certain number of years the offspring 
would develop physically, this requiring 
about twenty years. This majority is 
reached if normal good food is supplied.
3. What governs physical growth? Why is spiritual food 
more important?
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Of course, a stronger body is developed if 
exercised or trained by hard work. But 
such success in itself develops only up to a 
certain point and is spoken of only in an 
incidental way by the apostle Paul when 
he stated: “Bodily training is beneficial 
for a little.” Since such has little bearing,

food, and its value and effect should be 
considered for youth in the New World 
society. This is especially so in view of 
Paul’s stronger words to young Timothy: 
“Godly devotion is beneficial for all things, 
as it holds promise of the life now and that 
which is to come.”— 1 Tim. 4:8, NW.

EARLY TRAINING

* The first training that a child receives 
during its first ten years, in most cases, 
is from its parents or its immediate guard­
ians. The child is given a number of do’s 
and don’t’s at first, and is gradually made 
familiar with elementary terms that affect 
it. Often this training is treated lightly, 
parents sometimes thinking that a child is 
too young. Whether parents admit it or 
not, the very young mind can take in much 
information, and it is during this period 
that many lasting traits are established. 
Frequently the child is shrewd enough 
even to train parents to wait upon it and 
to have its own way. This is not the Chris­
tian way, however, as parents are told: 
“Train up a child in the way he should 
go.” The child is imperfect and sinful (not
4. Why is it important to start training children at a 
very tender age? And why can they not be permitted 
to make their own decisions?
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innocent and sinless as some of the clergy 
would lead many to believe) and needs its 
steps directed to a righteous course. The 
child’s own choice often would lead it in an 
erroneous and selfish way. Jeremiah of old 
aptly confessed: “ I know, O [Jehovah], 
that the way of man is not in himself, that 
it is not in man who walks to direct his 
steps.” How true that is especially of man 

as a child!—Prov. 22:6; Jer. 10:23, R8.
5 As an illustration of child rule in the 

home, this occurred in a Christian home. 
The child pleaded and raised a fuss 
about a certain type of food it wanted 
and did this in a demanding way. The 
mother yielded and prepared the food. 
When the food was set before the 

child he decided he did not want it 
after all. The mother coaxed, but when 
the child feigned illness the mother took 
the food away. Under his breath the 
child was heard to say: “Well, I really 
got out of that one!” In this instance there 
was no discipline and the child was de­
veloping the trait of selfishness and was 
becoming self-centered. Parents may not 
always realize it, but children test them 
too. An instance to show this occurred 
when a four-year-old boy, when his food 
was set before him, threw it on the floor 
when the mother stepped out of the room. 
A mild scolding resulted, whereupon the 
mother placed more food before him. This 
was treated similarly in the absence of the 
mother. It was explained to him that some 
day he would be grown and would have 
children of his own, and, when asked what 
he would do if his child threw his food on 
the floor, he unhesitatingly responded: “I 
would whip him.” He knew what was right 
and that proper corrective measures 
should have been administered. From an 
educational viewpoint he must have been 
somewhat disappointed in his parents.
5. (a) Why is real discipline so imperative? (b) By 
example show what happens when parents are lax in 
the enforcement of their commands.
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Children in similar circumstances could 
not look to their parents as a proper ex­
ample of rearing children. Training is not 
just a matter of presenting information 
for the mind, but it is also a matter of 
living up to it. “Mere words will never 
train a slave; he understands, but he will 
not obey.” “He who pampers his servant 
from childhood will in the end gain noth­
ing but ingratitude.” It is not that children 
do not know better; often they know what 
is right and proper, but they will not al­
ways perform this unless disciplined. To 
support further the thought that the obey­
ing of a command is not left to a child’s 
discretion, it is of interest to notice what 
Jehovah stated concerning Abraham: “ For 
I have become acquainted with him in or­
der that he may command his sons and 
his household after him so that they shall 
keep Jehovah’s way to do righteousness.” 
There was never any thought that the 
child would decide the matter, but the 
parent made decisions for the child.—Prov. 
29:18,19, Mo; 29:21, Gen. 18:19, NW.

* Noting that it was so vitally important 
3800 years ago that the parents instruct 
children, we can see how much more so it 
is true in the twentieth century when pa­
rental oversight is lax and delinquency 
rampant. Truly, then, Christian parents 
should spend time teaching and molding 
the young minds with proper knowledge 
and then administering proper discipline, 
if necessary, that will help them to carry 
out what they have learned. Learning to 
do what they have been told, and properly 
doing it and continuing to do it—this will 
be easier as the building, so to speak, takes 
shape. Not only that, it will strengthen the 
mind of the child to discern between right 
and wrong and so fortify the mind against 
false doctrine and contamination of erro­
neous secular training in the schools and
6. Why is much time required on the part of parents 
to train children properly?
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other contacts. It is also well to have in­
grained in the child’s mind the counsel 
given by Paul when he stated: “Do not be 
misled. Bad associations spoil useful hab­
its.”—!  Cor. 15:33, NW.

7 Some parents feel that with all the de­
linquency and corruption in the public 
school system, it might be better not to 
send their children to the public schools. 
However, when a child continually re­
ceives right parental and theocratic train­
ing during the formative years by regular 
meeting attendance and sharing in the 
ministry school and door-to-door witness­
ing, he will be able to ‘withstand the fiery 
missiles of the Devil’ in school or any­
where else. While in school he can shun 
the extracurricular activities that are so 
detrimental to him. This is particularly 
true when we observe that contemporaries 
in school often resort to unfair tactics in 
games and use foul and scurrilous lan­
guage in their associations with others. 
Close contact with such ones would be a 
temptation to follow a like course and 
adopt similar practices. We are admon­
ished by Paul: “Let a rotten saying not 
proceed out of your mouth, but whatever 
saying is good for building up as the need 
may be, that it may impart what is favor­
able to the hearers. Let all malicious bit­
terness and anger and wrath and scream­
ing and abusive speech be taken away 
from you along with all injuriousness.” 
—Eph. 4:29, 31, NW.

8 The youthful mind can be strong and 
can demonstrate this by resisting the false 
attractions of the world whether in school 
or out of school. We have observed how 
many youthful ministers have undergone 
persecution without ever a thought of 
wavering. Many are of the same mental 
attitude as was Timothy, of whom Paul
7. How may parents be helpful to the children when 
they go to school?
8, 9. Why is strong faith essential to the young minis­
ter while in school? What will enhance it?
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wrote: “ I recollect the faith which is in 
you without any hypocrisy, and which 
dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and 
your mother Eunice, but which I am con­
fident is also in you.” Timothy’s later 
course of preaching and steadfastness in 
the ministry certainly confirms Paul’s 
opinion in this regard. We can also notice 
that the genuine strength of faith was con­
ditioned by the good foundation of Tim­
othy’s early instruction. Similar Christian 
education now is the responsibility of the 
parents and then the same strong mani­
festation of faith may be expected from 
the children. When the foundation there­
for is well laid, the mental attitude of the 
child will, of his own choice, be aimed at 
and directed on what has been foremost 
in the mind of the parents. If this has been 
the full-time ministry, he will likewise di­
rect and select his educational courses 
while in school so that the quality of his 
ministry will be enhanced.—2 Tim. 1:5, 
NW.

9 Selection of trades that lend them­
selves to part-time work in order to main­
tain oneself as Paul did in the full-time 
ministry will be kept in mind. With such 
a well-planned beginning a child need not 
be like the unstable and skeptical youth of 
the world with his unhappy and unsteady 
future, wondering where he can put his 
trust. He will be of the same frame of mind 
as was the psalmist: “Happy are they who 
live uprightly, living by the Eternal’s 
law!” For those who live by Jehovah’s law, 
showing respect for it, there will be no fear 
and uncertainty. The youthful minister 
can have joy and peace, as shown in the 
sixth verse of the same psalm: “ No shame 
befalls me when I heed thy commands.” 
And, “I will obey thee: never do thou for­
sake me.” Herein lies a petition on the 
part of the one that receives instruction 
that he may obey even more. In further 
admonition the psalmist continues: “How
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can a young man keep life clean?” Truly 
such a question is in the mind of those 
upright ones who desire to keep them­
selves separate from the corruption and 
delinquency of this world. The answer is 
given: “By keeping to thy word. I store 
thy word within my heart, to keep myself 
from sinning against thee.” If the teaching 
principles outlined in schools were in con­
formity and harmony with this, children 
would be of the same frame of mind to­
ward what is right and toward school 
rules. Today, however, many children, and 
youths generally, have little respect for 
school authorities because there is no en­
forcement of rules and there is lack of 
high principles.—Acts 18:3, 4, Ps.
119:1, 6, 8, 9, 11, Mo.

PRESENT-DAY DELINQUENCY

10 But what happens to a teen-age boy 
or girl when adherence to God’s laws is not 
stressed as a part of early training? Look 
about and see! There are saddened par­
ents, perplexed educators and civil author­
ities whose rod of discipline is held back 
by false ideas, allowing for increasing de­
linquency and juvenile crime of every sort. 
Because God’s Word is not the sole author­
ity and guide for training, responsible 
authorities are divided on the manner of 
what discipline to use, with many psychol­
ogists going so far as to state that to dis­
cipline a child is to show hatred for it. 
The results of these divided opinions our 
newspaper headlines summarize every day, 
recording the deeds of modern undisci­
plined children. But God’s Word plainly 
says: “The rod of correction gives wisdom; 
but a child who is left to himself brings 
disgrace on his mother.” “ Chastise your 
son, while there is still hope of him, and 
do not let him run to ruin.”—Prov. 29:15, 
AT; 19:18, Mo.
10. What happens in schools when there is no disci­
pline? Why?
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11A haphazard and slipshod manner of 

educating children results in their having 
an improperly trained mind, a mind that 
tends toward idleness. Parents are respon­
sible for this when they fail to guide their 
children aright and keep them busy. Solo­
mon wrote: “When hands are slack, the 
roof will leak,” showing that slothfulness 
in thinking and in action leads to a condi­
tion of ruin, contrary to God’s admoni­
tion that we consider the busy ant as a 
proper pattern. Busy children do not get 
into mischief. Every school child’s note­
book may well have copied in full on its 
first page the Bible verses about the busy 
ant.—Eccl. 10:18; Prov. 6:6-8, Mo.

12 Let us now look further at undisci­
plined youth. Often, today, fourteen-year- 
old boys are held in high esteem by other 
teen-age hoodlums when the roughest, 
toughest one of them all is able to reign 
over them in their gang, imitating grown­
up mobsters, as the boys (and sometimes 
girls among them) mimic the older hood­
lums as they step out in the night to rob, 
rape, murder and terrorize. They resort to 
and become slaves of dope to the extent of 
being unable to see even a glimmer of hope 
for a better life. What a picture of gloom! 
Instead of being trained for righteousness, 
such youngsters become trained for sin. All 
this can be traced back to the comic-book 
fad in kindergarten days, to the radio, 
TV and movie crime-thrillers that con­
sume nearly every school-free waking mo­
ment of such delinquents. After thus learn­
ing about the many kinds of crime they 
brazenly step out into a sin-laden world to 
practice what has been ‘preached’ to them.

13 Truly it can be seen that “foolishness 
is bound up in the heart of a child,” thus 
indicating to us that folly is a natural tend­
ency of youth and, when not removed by 
the parents or responsible ones, such folly
11. What will result when idleness is permitted?
12, 13. (a) What has contributed to delinquency in the
schools today? (b) How does folly manifest itself?
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increases and the results are that “ even a 
child is known by what he does.”—Prov. 
22:15, AS;20:11, Mo.

PROPER CHRISTIAN TRAINING

14 Contrast this with a Christian-trained 
young man or woman who has a pure out­
look and a solid hope instilled by the sure 
Word of God. The result of such is right­
eousness, peace, health and, above all, the 
sensible desire to serve the righteous God, 
Jehovah. It is pleasing to Jehovah that 
young men and women volunteer their 
lives in service to him, free from crime and 
sin and all the unrighteous deeds practiced 
by the youth of the world, having in mind 
living only clean and upright lives to his 
praise. In Jesus’ day when some foolishly 
tried to prevent such righteousness-loving 
children from coming to him he rebuked 
those who would prevent them, saying: 
“Let the young children come to me, do 
not try to stop them, for the kingdom of 
God belongs to such kind of persons. Truly 
I say to you, Whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God like a young child will by 
no means enter into it.” He “ took the 
children into his arms and began blessing 
them, laying his hands upon them.” This 
provided for them an opportunity for 
genuine happiness. They were free to come 
to Jesus and he unhesitatingly invited 
them to do so. He said concerning them: 
“Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings 
you have furnished praise.”—Mark 10:14- 
16; Matt. 21:16, NW.

15 His invitation to them to sing Jeho­
vah’s praises meant too that it was proper 
for them to make a dedication to do Jeho­
vah’s will. Faithful children today want to 
serve Jehovah lovingly and loyally and to 
follow in the same way that their devoted
14. (a) What will be the attitude and conduct of the 
Christian-trained youth? (b) Is Jehovah cognizant of 
young children? How does he use them?
15. Under what conditions and at what age are dedica­
tion and baptism proper for a child?
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parents are going. Some may ask, then, 
Would it be proper for me in my early 
teens to make such a dedication vow and 
symbolize this by water immersion? Since 
many children are baptized each year at 
circuit assemblies and other conventions of 
Jehovah’s people, can it be said that this 
is the proper course for these young min­
isters to take? Of course, if they do not 
know in their own mind what they are 
doing, then they are not ready to take 
this vital and important step. The definite 
age as to when baptism or dedication is 
appropriate cannot be designated. If a 
child has sufficient knowledge of Almighty 
God, Jehovah, and his righteous purposes 
and adheres faithfully to the upright prin­
ciples set down in his Word, if the child 
has reached the age of accountability and 
desires to make a dedication to Jehovah, 
it is in order for him to do so and it is 
then proper to take the step of baptism by 
water. Taking this essential and direct step 
toward life, the young minister will not be
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found in the position of the unrighteous. 
Dedication is an essential step and neces­
sary to gain the approval of Jehovah God. 
Take note of the wise counsel of Solomon 
in this respect: “Remember also thy Crea­
tor in the days of thy youth, before the 
evil days come. . . . Fear God, and keep 
his commandments; for this is the whole 
duty of man. For God will bring every 
work into judgment, with every hidden 
thing, whether it be good, or whether it 
be evil.”—Eccl. 12:1, 13, 14,

18 So, then, as parents, let us take heed 
to God’s Word. As children, take heed will­
ingly, gladly to obey! Even before you are 
twenty-one, try always to show good sense 
and strength and keep your guard up. You 
boys of seventeen and eighteen, remember 
that you are now entering manhood; you 
must make right decisions. You are becom­
ing tomorrow’s men and each of you can 
be ready as a man today.
16. What responsibility falls on the shoulders of youth?
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“ B a n is h  w a y w a r d  
words; . . .  keepaclear 
path before you, . . . 
spurn not the Eternal9s 
sch o o lin g , n ev er  b e  
weary o f  his disci­
pline.” — Prov. 4 :2 4 ,  

2 6  ; 3 :1 1 ,  M o.

S^Oa n Y parents argue 
that they have tried 
everything to apply the 
admonition of Jehovah 
in training their children to understand 
their proper place in the New World so­
ciety, but to no avail. Have you? Have you
1. What questions arise relative to cultivating good 
habits for children?

tried habit, for in­
stance? How about 
the good habit of 
discussing the daily 
B i b l e  t e x t  e a c h  

morning? Can you picture what a firm 
groove that would imbed in the child’s mind 
and how it would help to keep before the 
child the purposes of God? Then, too, how 
about having a regular Bible study right in
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the home for the benefit of the entire fam­
ily? Does your family study The Watch- 
tower together some evening before the 
meeting? This also can become a good hab­
it for children and parents alike, resulting 
in much joy to all. How about the regular 
habit of meeting attendance? Being pres­
ent at every Watchtower study can be­
come such a strong habit that it will not 
be jeopardized by light excuses for staying 
away from this important meeting. Other 
congregation meetings also are important 
and should be included in the weekly 
budget of time and become good habits. 
Humans are habit-forming; so why not 
cultivate good habits very early in life?

2 Just having our children with us at the 
meetings, however, is not adequate. Here 
they will be expected to pay attention and 
not play, draw pictures or have side attrac­
tions. They should be taught that there is 
a time for things other than play. It may 
require the rod of correction to impress 
the necessity for being quiet and paying 
attention, but, when properly applied, such 
measures need not be repeated often. 
Sometimes a young boy of five or six will 
begin to get restless in the meeting and 
start fussing, disturbing many. His father, 
sitting beside him, will try to quiet him. 
He continues fussing and the father starts 
to get up to take the boy out. The boy 
does not want to go—he has been outside 
with his daddy before and has lost every 
round. So now junior becomes quiet for the 
rest of the meeting. Thus we see that when 
discipline is firmly and kindly applied so 
as to be remembered, it will be beneficial. 
Kind application may not always be soft 
application. Such discipline is not an in­
dication of hatred on the part of parents,
2. (a) What is required of children while attending 
meetings? (b) What example do we have illustrating 
proper discipline at meetings on the part of parents, 
and what is the reaction on the part of the child when 
given chastisement?
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because an obedient child is generally very 
fond of a father and mother who mete out 
discipline in the proper way. Most of us 
have observed how children respect par­
ents who enforce their words—with penal­
ties, if necessary—and do not let their 
words die as mere idle threats. Most per­
sons have respect for one who makes his 
word good, and that includes children. 
Children, be admonished therefore: “Be 
obedient to your parents in union with the 
Lord, for this is righteous: ‘Honor your 
father and mother’ ; which is the first com­
mand with a promise.” And, too, you par­
ents who love your children, reprove the 
children for their good even as ‘those 
whom Jehovah loves he disciplines, as in 
fact he scourges everyone whom he re­
ceives as a son.’ Discipline is not pleasant 
at the time, but corrects for righteousness. 
—Eph. 6:1, 2; Heb. 12:6, 11, NW.

3 Good habits include good manners. 
Christians should have the best of man­
ners. Parents who display good manners 
in their daily contact with their children 
and fellow man will have children who dis­
play the same good manners. We are ad­
monished: “Maintain your conduct right 
among the nations, that, in the thing in 
which they are speaking against you as 
evildoers, they may as a result of your right 
works of which they are eyewitnesses 
glorify God in the day for his inspection. 
For the Lord’s sake subject yourselves to 
every human creation.” This good conduct 
is, in essence, good manners. It is a polite­
ness that stems from a love of God and 
neighbor.—1 Pet. 2:12, 13, NW.

* Parents and children alike can benefit 
by following the perfect example set by 
the perfect gentleman, Christ Jesus. He 
practiced the rule of good manners: ‘Do
3. How may good manners be included in the cultiva­
tion of good habits?
4, 5. (a) How is Christ Jesus the proper example of 
good manners? (b) How should good manners be exer­
cised?
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to others as you would have them do to 
you.’ However, his good manners did not 
come from some rule book written by men, 
but sprang from a sincere heart and by his 
cultivating good habits and putting into 
practice from youth the righteous prin­
ciples of Almighty God, especially His law 
of love.—Matt. 7:12; Luke 6:31,

5 Well-mannered parents set the proper 
example by being courteous to all, under 
all conditions. They are respectful to their 
inferiors (children, the mentally ill, less 
fortunate ones, etc.), as well as to their 
equals (their brothers) and those regarded 
as superiors (servants in special capacity, 
rulers, kings and governors). Some think 
good manners are a coat that you put on 
when you go out to visit people. But a 
truly well-mannered person is one who be­
haves properly all the time. The place to 
teach and to learn the best of manners is 
in the Christian home.

6 Often young people are quick to be­
little or mock parents or other grown-up 
men and women, shunning their sound 
counsel. This is true when they take as 
their standards the dealings of this world. 
In following such a course often gossip is 
resorted to, to undermine and belittle the 
older and more mature servants of Jeho­
vah. Do you use the malicious instrument 
of gossip? If you refrain from this practice 
early in life, it is not likely that you will 
adopt it later in life. Failing to show 
proper respect, therefore, is nothing more 
than a brazen display of rebellion, and it 
must be avoided by every youthful minis­
ter as well as those older and mature in 
Jehovah’s service. The Scriptural admoni­
tion given by the apostle Paul is appro­
priate for youth and, of course, not to be 
overlooked by parents: “Only behave in a 
manner worthy of the good news about the
6, 7. (a) What pitfalls confront youth that may be 
detrimental if youth is not curbed? (b) What Scrip­
tural counsel is given as to right conduct?
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Christ, . . . fighting side by side for the 
faith of the good news.” “ In harmony with 
that you well know how, as a father does 
his children, we kept exhorting each one 
of you, and consoling and bearing witness 
to you, to the end that you should go on 
walking worthily of God who is calling you 
to his kingdom and glory.”—Phil. 1:27; 
1 Thess. 2:11,12, NW.

7 By following such a course Christian 
children will avoid the pitfalls common to 
undisciplined youth. One who fails to take 
sound counsel is likened to one who is void 
of understanding and easily overreached 
and enticed. The Preacher, Solomon, illus­
trated how succumbing to temptation leads 
to a disastrous end: “I looked . . . and I 
beheld among the simple ones,. . .  a young 
man void of understanding.”  He continues, 
“And he is enticed to follow her, like an 
ox moving to the slaughter, like a dog 
cajoled to the muzzle, like a bird fluttering 
straight into the net—never dreaming its 
life is in danger, till its heart is pierced by 
an arrow.” “Now, my son, listen to me, 
attend to what I say: never let yourself 
swerve to her ways, never wander on her 
paths; her house is the road to the grave, 
it leads down to the chambers of death.” 
Rather than this, allow your path to be 
lighted by God’s Word and thus avoid the 
snares of the Devil. In earnest prayer peti­
tion Jehovah: “Oh rescue me, save me,
. . . for thou art my hope, O Lord, I have 
trusted thee from youth, . . . Thou hast 
been teaching it from my youth. . . . My 
lips shall ring with joy and praise, even the 
life which thou hast saved.”— Prov. 7:6, 7, 
AS; Prov. 7:21-25, 27, Mo; Ps. 71:2, 5, 17, 
23, Mo.

WARNING OF IDOLATROUS PRACTICES
8 All Jehovah’s servants today must be 

alert to the wiles of the Devil. All should
8. What happens when idolatrous schemes are not 
recognized and shunned?
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be aware and have the ability to recognize 
the subtle schemes of idolatry and con­
cealed snares that may deliver one into the 
clutches of the adversary. Lack of heed to 
God’s Word victimized the children of 
Israel. Bad associations corrupt good mor­
als, of youth and adults alike. That is why 
the Israelites were exhorted by Jehovah, 
who said concerning violent reproachers: 
“They should not dwell in your land, that 
they may not cause you to sin against 
me. In case you should serve their gods, 
it would become a snare to you.”—Ex. 
23:33; Deut. 7:16, NW

'Christian children of the King would 
consider it unimaginable to follow the 
course of false religion. But what about 
the many other shrouded contrivances of 
false worship that call for us to be equally 
vigilant? Satan is the god of this system of 
things and is therefore the god of false 
worship of any kind, and there are many 
varieties. ‘You are servants of the one you 
obey.’—Matt. 6:24; Luke 16:13; Rom. 
6:16, NW.

10 For instance, we often see grown-up 
men and women glorifying science and 
medicine. We observe them turning to 
every form of creature worship. Children 
too idolize, just as their parents do. Even 
eighteen-year-old boys and girls glory and 
revel in senseless entertainment many 
hours and when left to themselves become 
worshipers of self-satisfying pleasures, just 
as the pleasure-mad parents, whose exam­
ple they witness. This is as the apostle Paul 
foretold: They will be “ lovers of pleasures 
rather than lovers of God.” Some merely 
glorify movie stars and kings of jazz. 
Others, taught to revel in deeper sins, 
glorify crime and sex and become intoxi­
cated with these idol practices of this cor­
rupt world. Deadly bait are all such injuri­
ous practices when permitted to seep into
9, 10. Why should children be alerted to snares of 
idolatry ?
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the heart and mind of youth, weakening 
the strong and ensnaring the weak, break­
ing down the walls of protection provided 
by the sure Word of God. Death is the 
penalty for worshiping false gods of any 
kind. This would include the serving of 
creatures in a worshipful way; loving 
pleasure to the extreme and setting one’s 
affections on those things that would turn 
us from the true worship of Almighty God. 
So, then, can even those who are still un­
der twenty-one ignore the sound advice, 
“Little children, guard yourselves from 
idols” ?—2 Tim. 3:1-4; 1 John 5:21, NW.

LOVE AND DESIRE FOR WEALTH ENSNARE
11 Money, too, has become an idol of this 

age. Those of this present system of things 
have become money-mad, and are at a 
point where they will stoop to any un­
scrupulous means to attain it. This insati­
able desire has become responsible for 
much of the thievery and many of the 
other crimes of the twentieth century. Re­
sorting to these crimes is in violation of 
Jehovah’s right principles as given in his 
Word, and is not compatible with Chris­
tian living. Any person guilty of such 
crimes would have no place in the New 
World society. In fact, if one persisted in 
continuing to share in these wrongdoings 
it could lead to disfellowshiping from the 
Christian congregation, regardless of age.

12 Inasmuch as the gaining of wealth is 
the main objective of many grownups of 
this system of things, children undoubted­
ly will show the same passion for accumu­
lating money or its equivalent. Hence, 
again, we see the importance of the proper 
molding of the minds of the youths in the 
New World society. While it is true that
11. What are some forms of idolatry that are extremely 
subtle in overreaching youth? What penalty would 
result ?
12. (a) How and why has the “love of money” become 
such a snare to people? (b) How should Christians 
evaluate the proper position of money and its use in 
their lives? In their children’s lives?
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money is a defense and a convenient com­
modity to possess, yet the Christian par­
ents should instill in the minds of children 
true values as emphasized in the Scrip­
tures, namely: ‘Knowledge does more good 
than money, it safeguards a man’s life.’ 
Since children will be of the same under­
standing in this respect as the parents, 
theocratic parents will have the proper 
perspective in accumulating wealth, being 
sure that it is always in subjection to the 
important thing in one’s life, the ministry. 
Money should be a means to an end, rather 
than an objective in life. We can readily ob­
serve from this that parents can do severe 
injury to children if they are too liberal 
with allowances, giving them too much to 
spend. Children need to be restrained in 
this regard for their own good. It may be 
advantageous for the schoolboy to have a 
part-time job, earning his own money and 
thereby learning its actual evaluation and 
how to handle it judiciously.

13 How much more important are the 
riches that one lays up for himself in 
heaven! The Scriptures emphasize in Prov­
erbs: “ She is a tree of life to them that 
lay hold upon her: and happy is every 
one that retaineth her.” In contrast, Paul 
wrote to Timothy: “The love of money is 
a root of all sorts of injurious things, and 
by reaching out for this love some have 
been led astray from the faith and have 
stabbed themselves all over with many 
pains.” It is not the possession of money 
that is necessarily evil, but the relative 
concern and esteem one places upon its 
possession as an achievement.—Prov. 3:18, 
AS; 1 Tim. 6:10, NW.

ADVANCED EDUCATION
14 Since the love of money and the ad-

13. How valuable are true riches? What sober thought 
should all have of monetary wealth?
14. Why should extreme care and thoughtfulness be 
exercised relative to an individual’s deciding whether 
to seek education beyond high school or not?

vent of materialism have a strong influ­
ence on young and old alike, they play an 
influential part in the decisions made by 
youth as to their future course of life. 
Many Christian children see their contem­
porary graduating classmates planning to 
enter college, usually with the intent of 
becoming successful by obtaining either a 
good position in life or some degree of 
prominence, which are both measures of 
success today. But can this be viewed as 

a course of wisdom di­
rected from a theocratic 
viewpoint?  Frequently 
the question arises in the 
mind of youth: “Would 
it be proper for me to en­
ter co l lege?  Will the 
broadening of my educa­
tion enhance my capabil­
ities later as a theocratic 

minister?” Whether a person 
should or should not seek such 
higher education is dependent 

on the individual and what he desires to 
gain from life, present and future. Up to 
this point he has been successfully guided 
by theocratic parents in harmony with god­
ly principles—he is a successful young min­
ister. Now, again, as many times before, 
he comes to a point in life where he must 
make a decision, and here too the parents 
can come to the fore as counselors. Being 
a sincere young Christian minister, he 
wants to make a right decision. He must 
decide whether his ambitions are toward 
the popular trend of materialism or not— 
whether he desires to get ahead in the 
world, to attain a high position and honor 
and esteem of men which a college educa­
tion subsequently leads to. In making his 
decision he must bear in mind the ques­
tion: How will this affect my position in 
the New World society and my relation­
ship toward Jehovah God? College is too
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often a tool of the old world and is shaped 
so as to be used later in accomplishing its 
ideologies and to enhance success accord­
ing to old-world standards. It follows, too, 
then, that such a course could turn one’s 
mind away from theocratic education and 
principles. It would therefore be necessary 
for one to consider whether he is strong 
enough to practically divorce himself from 
theocratic association for at least four 
years while filling the mind with old-world 
thoughts and principles.

15 It is not the acquiring of true scien­
tific knowledge or that on many other sub­
jects, which is in full accord with the Word 
of God, that is detrimental, but rather the 
vehicle in which it is conveyed is often 
saturated with the ideas of men conflicting 
with God’s thoughts, such as the evolution 
theory as to the origin of man and other 
theories and hypotheses that are not com­
patible with the Bible. Taking in knowl­
edge of pure mathematical science, phys­
ics, chemistry, engineering, history, etc., 
is very commendable and necessary for ad­
vancing and improving standards for peo­
ple to enjoy in this the twentieth century, 
and this may well continue into the new 
world when done in harmony with God’s 
right standards. However, as transmitted 
to the students through modern unprinci­
pled political ideologies, and therefore ques­
tionable, through the unscrupulous com­
mercial methods, and through the allied 
doctrines of modern Christendom, it may 
have an adverse effect on the student’s 
mind.

16 One of the greatest risks would be 
the temptation to share in the many and 
varied campus activities, including wild 
parties and the like that could easily lead 
to weakening the moral standards required 
of Christians. The same would also be true
15. Is the acquiring of scientific knowledge or other 
courses detrimental? What is liable to bend thinking 
in the wrong direction?
16. What should students particularly avoid?
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of so many other extracurricular attrac­
tions that would jeopardize the integrity 
of God-fearing youth. No one is to submit 
himself to unnecessary circumstances that 
would lead one into the snares of the ever 
wily foe, Satan.

17 When one realizes that the doctrine of 
evolution and other philosophies of men 
contrary to the Word of God are a part of 
higher education, he must consider wheth­
er he possesses adequate resistance to 
withstand the influence of erroneous 
teachings. Would it not be true that such 
information would be replacing the good 
and healthful information of God’s Word 
that one had gained earlier in life under 
the direction of theocratic parents? It is 
highly improbable that one would be 
strong enough to separate himself from 
theocratic association and service to Al­
mighty God for such a period of time and 
still expect to remain in the truth. Finally, 
and extremely important, what would one 
select for a profession that would tend to 
enhance one’s ministry?

18 In pursuing a course of higher educa­
tion, one would acquire wisdom. But after 
what fashion? Bear in mind that the in­
stitutions of this system of things promul­
gate their ideas and may easily lead one 
into submission and cause one to measure 
success according to their standards, since 
“the sons of this system of things are 
wiser in a practical way . . . than the sons 
of the light are.” Today they pride them­
selves on being very ‘practical-minded.’ 
And the lesson for us? “Also I say to you, 
Make friends for yourselves by means of 
the unrighteous riches, so that, when such 
fail, they may receive you into the everlast­
ing dwelling-places.”—Luke 16:8, 9, NW.
17. (a) Why is the contamination of school courses 
with philosophies of men dangerous? (b) What further 
questions confront the person contemplating the pur­
suit of higher education?
18. What type of wisdom is likely to be gained, and 
what may be its effect?
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19 We are admonished to ‘remain sepa­
rate from the world,’ and yet we would 
be filling our minds with the principles of 
this world. We are counseled not to miss 
meetings, yet this would unquestionably 
result. We are strongly urged to ‘study to 
show ourselves approved unto God’ ; in the 
old world we would be studying to gain 
‘wisdom’ and approval of men. ‘Be doers 
of the Word and not hearers only,’ we are 
taught; but by following the course of 
higher education we would have little time 
to be hearers or doers of the Word of God.

20 God’s approval is upon no part of the 
old world, and that includes its institu­
tions of learning that promulgate its 
philosophies. Such ‘wisdom’ adds nothing 
to the stature of an individual as a minis­
ter of Jehovah, because that is not its in­
tended purpose, nor is it designed with this 
objective.

21 Constructive education and training 
are spoken of by Paul in his words ad­
dressed to the Ephesians, including assign­
ments for this purpose: “ And he gave 
some as apostles, some as prophets, some 
as missionaries, some as shepherds and 
teachers, with a view to the training of 
the holy ones for ministerial work, for the 
building up of the body of the Christ, un­
til we all attain to the oneness in the faith 
and in the accurate knowledge of the Son 
of God, to a full-grown man, to the meas­
ure of growth that belongs to the fullness 
of the Christ.” Why this? “In order that 
we should no longer be babes, tossed about 
as by waves and carried hither and thither 
by every wind of teaching by means of the 
trickery of men, by means of craftiness 
in contriving error. But speaking the 
truth, let us by love grow up in all things 
. . . that you no longer go on walking just
19, 20. (a) For the young Christian minister who seeks 
higher education, what risks are involved? (b) Why 
would we not expect it to have God’s approval?
21. What constitutes constructive Christian education, 
and of what value is it?
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as the nations also walk in the unprofitable­
ness of their minds.” “Go on walking as 
children of light,. . .  and quit sharing with 
them in the unfruitful works which belong 
to the darkness.” Is present higher educa­
tion under old-world standards compatible 
with these words of the apostle? The two 
are no more miscible than oil and water. 
—Eph. 4:11-17; 5:8, 11,

22 When a person dedicates his life to 
Jehovah, his lifetime vocation is that of 
being a minister and everything else not 
only gives way to it but is molded to ac­
complish the requirements laid upon a 
minister by Jehovah. He will not permit 
his attentions to be divided by any other 
pursuits or desires. This being the case, 
how much more profitably could the young 
man or woman spend the corresponding 
or equivalent four years or more in the 
full-time preaching; perhaps even going 
to Gilead and then participating in the 
missionary service or other special assign­
ments, or even sharing in Bethel service. 
Then full heed would be given to the ex­
pert advice: “Pay constant attention to 
yourself and to your teaching. Stay by 
these things, for by doing this you will 
save both yourself and those who listen 
to you.”—1 Tim. 4:16,

23 Today many young people are of the 
frame of mind that they are to judge as 
to what is right and what is wrong. Often 
we hear the expression, “I am doing what 
is right” ; “ I am doing good, I am not hurt­
ing anyone.” Appropriately, then, the 
question might be proposed, According to 
what standards? Seemingly it is a course 
that is right in their own eyes, just as it 
was in the days of Israel when there was 
no king. This accounts for much of the 
confusion of today, and here again we find
22. (a) What is the vocation of a dedicated young man 
or woman? (b) What must be the relative position of 
other interests in life? What may be his most cherished 
goal?
23. What common error of judgment is frequently made 
by youth today?
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youth has adopted the same pattern. 
Even in the immature state of youth, they 
are making up their minds as to what is 
right or not, and the results are obvious.

MORAL STANDARDS AND 
CONTEMPLATION OF MARRIAGE

24 When it comes to making decisions 
perhaps the most trying years of youth 
are the teens, when girls enter womanhood 
and boys begin taking on the characteris­
tics of manhood. This opens up an entirely 
new view of life to them. So far the par­
ents should have had the complete con­
fidence of the children, and this should 
continue. Young men and women should 
be able to continue to bring to father and 
mother their questions about 
life and the meaning of the 
changes they are experienc­
ing. They expect correct 
answers. Youth is entitled 
to learn more than just 
the casual explanations 
of life by listening to 
stories about the birds 
and bees and flowers!
Now they are entitled 
to continue receiving 
instructions in the fun­
damentals of life too.
Parents are the God- 
appointed ones to give this vital informa­
tion. Youth expects it and is entitled to it 
from you, fathers and mothers. This in­
cludes proper conduct toward the opposite 
sex. Likewise, it includes respect for the 
moral code established, not by man, but by 
Jehovah God. When children reach these 
years of life and subsequently think of mar­
riage, the parents should again properly fill 
the role of instructor so the son or the 
daughter will understand what is required
24. (a) What other subjects of instruction come within 
the scope of parental duty? Why? (b) What is so im­
portant regarding eligibility for a marriage partner?

B r o o k l y n , N . Y .

in the proper selection of a mate. Jehovah’s 
rules on this matter are clear, beginning 
with what constitutes eligibility for mar­
riage. Parents should be just as concerned 
as was Abraham when he selected a mar­
riage partner for his son Isaac. On this mat­
ter Isaac had respect for his God-fearing fa­
ther. Although he lived among Canaanites 
and their young women, none of these 
could be considered for Isaac, because they 
were not in covenant relationship with 
Jehovah. Paul passes the same wholesome 
information on to Christians, saying: 
‘Marry only in the Lord.’ How can separa­
tion from the world be maintained when 
one selects a mate from the world and then 
lives so intimately as husband and wife? 
—Gen. 24:3, 4, 37; 1 Cor. 7:39,

25 Since the Bible stresses the 
importance of singleness, that 

is even a better course. Paul 
explains: “The single man 
is anxious for the things of 
the Lord, how he may gain 
the Lord’s approval. But 
the married man is anx­
ious for the things of the 
world, how he may gain 
the approval of his wife, 
and he is divided.” One 
who chooses this better 
course of  singleness 

must bear in mind that along with it 
chastity is required. If it is impossible for 
a young man or a woman to live a conti­
nent life, Paul advises: “But if they do 
not have self-control [gift of singleness], 
let them marry, for it is better to marry 
than to be inflamed with passion.” (1 Cor. 
7:32-34, 9, NW) Such young people in 
their teens or older are prospective Chris­
tian children of the King, Christ Jesus, 
and their behavior toward the opposite sex
25. (a) Why is singleness so highly regarded in the 
Scriptures? Under what conditions? (b) What practices 
must be avoided?
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must be clean and above reproach. Just 
because those in the world revel in drink­
ing sprees, heavy necking and petting, this 
is no reason for any of Jehovah’s serv­
ants, young or old, to let their guard down 
and fall into a similar course of degrada­
tion. The end of such conduct should be 
kept in mind. Excessive drinking and over­
eating leads to dulled senses and a lack of 
resistance to temptation. Petting arouses 
the sex impulses. Such desires improperly 
carried too far lead to gross immorality. 
God-fearing persons cannot carry on as the 
godless world does. Certainly parents have 
a solemn obligation to bring up their chil­
dren with a clear understanding of these 
fundamentals of life as well as to warn 
them of the pitfalls.

26 By the time of majority youth should 
have a clear understanding of marriage 
and what it means. The fact that one third 
of the marriages today end up in divorce 
on every kind of grounds should not mean 
that marriage should be taken lightly, as 
observed in this modem age. Divorcing 
mates on grounds other than adultery and 
marrying another still constitutes a viola­
tion of God’s covenant on marriage and 
could not have God’s approval. “No forni­
cator or unclean person . . . has any in­
heritance in the kingdom of the Christ 
and of God.” It is important that young 
men and women be acquainted with these 
facts of life in order to share in marriage 
in conformity with God’s will. They will 
realize that married Christians stay mar­
ried and have proper respect for the Scrip­
tural arrangement: “Let marriage be hon­
orable among all, and the marriage bed be 
without defilement, for God will judge for­
nicators and adulterers.”—Eph. 5:5; 1 Cor. 
6:9, 13; Heb. 13:4, NW
26. How should a young Christian view marriage?
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CONCLUSION

27 Parents have wonderful opportunities 
today to rear children that meet God’s 
standards and have his approval. No herit­
age can be greater than this. Nothing 
could possibly bring greater happiness to a 
successful parent than to witness children 
growing to manhood and womanhood shar­
ing in the service of Almighty God.

28 Youths properly instructed, trained 
and disciplined truly have a place in the 
New World society at this time. They are 
indeed a glory to parents, to the congrega­
tion and, above all, to Jehovah and His 
obedient and faithful King-Son, Christ 
Jesus. Young ministers will shun all prac­
tices and instructions tending to attract 
their attention to old-world materialism, 
earthly successes and desires, which are 
nothing more than ensnaring pitfalls of the 
adversary. Instead, the most cherished 
ambition of young people either single or 
married could be that of Bethel service in 
Brooklyn or at one of the Watch Tower 
branches, the full-time service as a Gilead 
graduate in missionary or other assign­
ments or in the full-time pioneer ministry 
ranks. Being a Christian minister of Jeho­
vah is the grandest position that today’s 
youth can occupy or be trained for. It is 
the course that leads to endless life, can 
be a channel through which others will 
receive such life and, best of all, wins the 
blessings of the living God, Jehovah. You 
young ministers of today, then, do become 
tomorrow’s mature, loyal, faithful serv­
ants and representatives of Jehovah’s New 
World society, to his praise!
27. What opportunities are set before parents that 
bring joy to their hearts?
28. What will be the cherished ambition or goal of the 
young minister, and what may be his position in the 
New World society?
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False Shepherds Wail

T HE clergy of Christendom have arrogated 
to themselves the role of shepherds of 
their flocks. Neglecting to feed the sheep, 

they wail when they note Jehovah’s true shep­
herds feeding the sheeplike ones, for it means 
a spoiling of their pastures. An illustration of 
this is the following experience that took place 
in a town in New York state the latter part 
of 1955.
"g The wife had been studying with Jehovah’s 
witnesses intermittently for some time, but 
the husband only for a few weeks, when they 
wrote their Lutheran pastor that they wanted 
to become Jehovah’s witnesses. Thereupon he 
made a call and for two hours vainly tried to 
make them change their minds. At his in­
stance a meeting was arranged with the wit­
nesses and the subject of the trinity was dis­
cussed.
‘g  At its conclusion the husband said to his
pastor: “Mr. B-------, the first round goes to the
witnesses. I never really knew what the trin­
ity was, and now that I do, I know it doesn’t 
make sense.” The pastor replied: “Of course 
it doesn’t make sense. But when the Bible 
doesn’t make sense, neither should we.”
‘g  It was agreed to have another discussion 
the following week on the subject of hell. 
However, he later phoned saying he would not 
be able to keep the appointment but would be 
glad to come the next week and bring a friend 
along. In the meantime the witnesses, by 
means of a Lutheran Cyclopedia, posted them­
selves on just what the Lutheran theologians 
did teach on various religious subjects. The 
following week the pastor came with not just 
one friend, but two, both of whom were also 
clergymen, one of whom seemed to have more 
authority than the others.
<g During the discussion of hell the question 
came up as to whether or not hell’s fire was 
literal. The one with more authority stressed 
that it was literal, hell was a hot place. When 
he was shown that the Lutheran Cyclopedia 
held that the fire was not literal he became 
very angry and endeavored to deny that he 
had said it was really hot in hell.
<g Next the subject of the end of the world 
came up. The clergymen held that it would be 
literally destroyed and cited as proof 2 Peter 
3:10. As the witnesses had found that Luther­
an dogmaticians disagreed with one another

on the subject, some, such as Gerhardt, Quen- 
stedt and Calov, holding that the earth would 
be literally destroyed, whereas others, such 
as Luther himself and Brenz, held that only 
the form of this earth would pass away, the 
clergymen were asked with which group they 
agreed. “With Luther, of course!” was the 
reply.
^  When it was pointed out that Luther did 
not believe the literal earth would be de­
stroyed and that Lutheran theologians were 
divided on the subject, they insisted that their 
Cyclopedia said no such things, and upon be­
ing shown in black and white they endeavored 
to misconstrue the plain statements. Clearly 
they had not been aware of this disagreement 
among their own theologians. One of them, 
losing his temper, leaned across the table and 
shouted that it was ridiculous for ignorant 
laymen to tell them what they believed, etc. 
^  The husband countered by saying that the 
beliefs of Jehovah’s witnesses made more 
sense. At this point one of the clergymen 
sneered: “You, with your stupid, lousy little 
minds, must jam all the scriptures together so 
they make sense. That is the most stupid and 
lousy doctrine I ever heard.”

In the course of the evening’s discussion the 
clergymen said that God was frustrated be­
cause all are not going to be saved even 
though he would like them to be. When the 
time came for them to leave the one seem­
ingly with more authority got up and said: 
“I just have this to say, this has been the most 
disgusting, most disappointing night of my 
life, and if I had known it would be like this 
I would never have come.” After some further 
remarks on the subject of hell the other 
two clergymen also left.

The couple rejoiced over the victory the 
truth had gained. Since then they are having 
an ever-increasing share in preaching the 
good news of the Kingdom and are feeding 
regularly at Jehovah’s table spread for them 
at the local Kingdom Hall.

“Hark, the cry of the shepherds, and the 
wail of the lords of the flock! For the Lord is 
despoiling their pasture.” Truly those prophet­
ic words of Jeremiah, written some twenty- 
five centuries ago, are finding fulfillment in 
our day.— Jer. 25:36, RS.

T
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•  In the Revised Standard Version of the Holy 
Bible, published in America in 1952, the divine 
name Jehovah does not appear at all, not even 
in the translation of the Hebrew Scriptures. 
According to the Preface of this 1952 Version 
the word “Lord” has been used instead of God's 
name. Would it therefore be right for us to 
read the name “Jehovah” wherever the word 
“Lord” occurs in connection with God that thus 
God's name might be put in its proper place?

No, it would not be right to do so. W hy not? 
For this reason: In the Revised Standard Ver­
sion, the same as in the Authorized or King 
James Version, the divine name Jehovah has 
been substituted for by the title “L ord” printed 
in all capital letters or by the other title “ God” 
printed in all capital letters. Where the titles 
“Lord” or “God” do not occur in all capital 
letters, then it does not translate the divine 
name Jehovah. For example, in chapter one 
of Genesis the title God occurs many times, but 
it does not translate the divine name in the 
Hebrew and hence “God” has only an initial 
capital letter and the other letters are small or 
in lower case. In the Hebrew text the divine 
name Jehovah begins to occur first in chapter 
two of Genesis, and there the Revised Standard 
Version renders it by the title “L ord” in all 
capital letters. However, in Genesis 15:2 we 
find the expression “Lord God” with the title 
“ God” in all capital letters but not so the title 
“Lord.” This is because the title “ G od” trans­
lates the divine name Jehovah but the title 
“Lord” does not do so here.

In Genesis 15:2 the word “Lord” applies to 
Jehovah all right but it translates the Hebrew 
word pronounced “Ad'Orna'i” or “Ad-omY” This 
Hebrew word means “Master” or “Lord” and 
is applied only to Jehovah God. So it describes 
Jehovah God as being Master or Lord. Hence 
in the Hebrew text the Hebrew expression for 
“Lord God” is “Ad-o-ni' Ye-ho-urih'”  The Ameri­
can Standard Version and the New World 
Translation translate this expression into Eng­
lish as “Lord Jehovah.” In the Hebrew Scrip­
tures this expression “Ad*o*m' Ye'ho*wih'” or 
“Lord Jehovah” occurs over three hundred 
times, beginning with Genesis 15:2. In the one

prophetic book of Ezekiel alone this expression 
“Lord Jehovah” occurs 214 times, beginning 
with Ezekiel 2 :4 . In all of these hundreds of 
cases the Revised Standard Version and the 
Authorized or King James Version use the word 
“ God” in all capitals instead of Jehovah, be­
cause it would be foolish to translate this He­
brew expression “the Lord L ord.”

So, aside from the name Jehovah there is a 
special title, Ad-o-na'i or Ad-o-nV, which ap­
plies to God alone, and which describes him 
as Lord or Master. In places in the accepted 
Hebrew text the title Ad-omV occurs by itself, 
as at Psalms 68:32 and 136:3, and hence the 
word “Lord” properly appears in the English.

There is another Hebrew expression that ap­
plies exclusively to Jehovah, namely, ha-A-don'. 
This expression is properly translated “the 
Lord” in English. It occurs a limited number 
of times, namely, at Exodus 23:17; 34:23; Isa­
iah 1:24; 3 :1 ; 10:16, 33; 19:4; Micah 4:13 and 
Malachi 3:1. It would be improper, therefore, 
for anyone when reading these verses to sub­
stitute the divine name Jehovah for the title 
“the Lord.”

Also in Hebrew the expression for “Lord 
Jehovah” is not the same as the expression for 
“Jehovah God.” This fact is hidden in many 
translations of the Bible because the transla­
tors try to hide the divine name by using in­
stead the word “L ord” in some places and the 
word “ God” in other places. The New World 
Translation does away with all this confusion 
of thought by rendering the divine name Jeho­
vah where it appears in the Hebrew and by 
rendering the title Lord or The Lord where it 
appears in the Hebrew text.

When the Watch Tower publications quote the 
Bible from any translation that hides the divine 
name by substituting “the L ord” or “ God” for it, 
our publications will sometimes insert the 
name “Jehovah” in brackets after “the L ord” 
or “ G od” in order to identify who is meant. 
Likewise when anyone reads aloud to others 
from a Bible version that does not use the 
divine name, it would be honest and proper to 
read the Bible verse or verses just the way 
the translators of that version rendered the 
text, and after reading the words “the L ord” or 
“ God” the reader could make the comment that 
this expression means Jehovah or is Jehovah 
in the original Hebrew text. In that way a 
writer or a reader cannot be accused of mis­
quoting or misrepresenting any translation 
that conceals the divine name by substitute 
words.
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“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS 
June 24: Youth in the New World Society, and 

Careful Living Helps Avoid Life's Pitfalls, 
111-5. Page 304.

July 1: Careful Living Helps Avoid Life's Pit- 
falls, II6-28. Page 311.

vV CHECK YOUR MEMORY vV
After reading this issue of “The Watchtower", do you remember

Where today's clergymen really have fall­
en short? P. 292, H6.

How the apostle Paul disproved the popu­
lar religious view regarding Mary? P. 293, H3.
^  How men have tried to put Mary in a 
position that really belongs only to Jesus? 
P. 294, H5.
^  Whether the apostles worshiped Mary? 
P. 295, A3.
^  When and how the Great Pyramid of Giza 
was built? P. 297, U2.
^  What, most likely, was the real purpose 
of the pyramids? P. 300, 112.
I*  Whether man’ s first speech was in grunts 
and growls like that of the animals? P. 301, 114.
^  Why worldly barriers do not divide Jeho­
vah’ s witnesses? P. 303, U6.

Why the training of children should start 
at a very tender age? P. 305, U4.
^  What will enable a child to overcome the 
delinquency and corruption encountered at
school? P. 306, H7.
^  What good home habits can be of lifelong 
value to your child? P. 309, Hi.
^  What your children are expected to do 
during congregational meetings? P. 310, H2.
^  What dangers youths face in today's high­
er education? P. 314, Hi7.

What fundamentals regarding petting, 
morals and the like you should teach your 
child? P. 316, H25.

How some Bible translations hide God's 
true name? P. 3l9, H6.
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