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lO D A Y ’ S c le rg y ­
men are fond of 
such statements 

asT“Now the way I see 
it is,”  “As I understand 
it,” or “Well, that’s your 
understanding.” H ow  
different this is from Jesus’ position! Never 
did he say: “Now as I see it, so-and-so is 
right,”  implying that someone else might 
see it a different way. With Jesus and the 
apostles doctrines were either right or 
wrong, true or false, there was no halfway 
ground, no gray, indefinite, in-between 
shade between truth and error.

Why is there this difference between the 
view of today’s religious leaders and that of 
Jesus and his apostles? Well, Jesus and his 
apostles knew the truth. They were con­
vinced of the genuineness of what they 
taught. They never considered the Bible as 
a fiddle on which just any old tune could 
be played, but they recognized that the 
Hebrew Scriptures, the part of the Bible 
that had thus far been written, was the 
genuine Word of God, to be followed ex­
plicitly. Yet many of today’s clergymen 
take just the opposite view, seeming to be 
more concerned with other matters and far 
less convinced of the importance of their 
doctrine and the genuineness and clarity 
of the Bible as a sure guide.

Though Jesus was the Son of God he did 
not assume that he had the right to by­
pass the inspired writings. Rather, he set

~WAy Sxanune,
T H E  BIBL E?

the outstanding exam­
ple by basing his au­
thority squarely upon 
those Scriptures. That 
Scriptural way is log­
ical, for since the Bible 
was inspired by Jeho­

vah God and since Jesus was his repre­
sentative, certainly Jesus would be in har­
mony with that inspired writing.

Jesus did not repel the tempter, Satan, 
with “Well, that’s your understanding.” 
But he did repel him by three times refer­
ring to what had been written. Further, to 
prove that John’s work was preliminary to 
his he referred to what was written; to ex­
plain his casting the money changers out of 
the temple he referred to what was writ­
ten, and to explain his coming betrayal, 
death and even the confusion his followers 
would suffer at that time he again referred 
to what was written.—Matt. 4:4, 7, 10; 
11:10; 21:13; 26:24, 31.

He condemned the self-righteous Phari­
sees by quoting words written by Isaiah. 
In the synagogue at Nazareth he read his 
commission to preach written in the same 
book of Isaiah. In answer to the question: 
“By doing what shall I inherit everlasting 
life?” he referred to what was written in 
the law of Moses. He explained from the 
inspired Writings that he would be rejected 
and killed. He said: “ All the things written 
in the law of Moses and in the Prophets 
and Psalms about me must be fulfilled.”
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And he even pointed out how the written 
prophecies had foretold his resurrection 
on the third day.—Mark 7:6; Luke 4:17- 
21; 10:25, 26; 18:31-33; 24:44, 46, NW.

What an outstanding knowledge of the 
Hebrew Scriptures! And what an outstand­
ing example he set for us by basing his ac­
tivity not upon human ideas, but upon 
God’s written Word!

Jesus’ disciples, too, were well acquaint­
ed with the Scriptures and recognized their 
importance as a reliable guide. They saw 
that Jesus fulfilled prophecies long ago 
written, and they called attention to this 
in their writings. Paul many times re­
ferred to the Hebrew Scriptures, showing 
that he too was familiar with them, re­
lied upon them and recognized their im­
portance. He wrote: “ I believe all the 
things set forth in the Law and written in 
the Prophets.” Yes, these early Christians 
proved conclusively that they did not lean 
to their own understanding, but that they 
did believe, accept, know and conform to 
the things already written in God’s Word, 
the Holy Bible.—Acts 24:14; Luke 3:4; 
John 2:17; 12:14,15; Acts 13:29, 33, NW.

Why is a right knowledge of the Bible’s 
contents so vital? Because you cannot re­
ceive salvation and righteousness through 
your own power or in any other way 
than through the provision that Jehovah 
has made. And the Bible shows what that 
provision is and what you should do about 
it.

Paul said Jesus “became responsible for 
everlasting salvation to all those obeying 
him.”  But note those words: “To all those 
obeying him.” To obey you must know his 
instructions. Where could you learn them 
except from the Holy Scriptures? The 
apostle told of no other place when he 
wrote to young Timothy: “From infancy

you have known the holy writings which 
are able to make you wise for salvation 
through the faith in connection with Christ 
Jesus.”—Heb. 5:9; 2 Tim. 3:15, NW.

Such sound faith is not blind, but is in­
formed. It is based on facts, logic, under­
standing and trust. It is based on a knowl­
edge of God and his purposes, of the reason 
for the ransom and of the result of it. And 
that knowledge leads you to exercise a 
sound faith in both Jehovah God and his 
Son Christ Jesus. The Bible, the book that 
builds this faith, is powerful. It can change 
your life, remold your goals, transform 
your personality.

But, if the Bible has such power, why 
are so many of today’s religions so spirit­
ually weak? Because their leaders are too 
fond of telling you the way they see it, of 
the philosophy they have developed. They 
are more concerned with their theories of 
the service the clergy should render than 
God’s own instructions about what they 
should teach. And it is also because, all too 
often, even when they do refer to the 
Scriptures they make ridiculous applica­
tions of them to support their own pre­
conceived notions rather than sticking to 
what the Bible really teaches.

There are those, however, who, like 
Jesus, the apostles and the rest of the first- 
century Christians, will conform their lives 
and their beliefs to what was written. Their 
faith is strong, their course is wise, and 
their knowledge, when acted upon proper­
ly, leads to salvation. Such faith and knowl­
edge are within your grasp. They come 
from examining this book and obeying its 
instructions. Thus, there is every reason 
for you to gain an accurate knowledge of 
the Bible and its contents. Will you act 
upon these sound reasons and do so?



hey are without excuse
w HO are without excuse? 

Let S crip tu re answ er: 
“What can be known 

about God is plain to them, 
because God has shown it to 
them. Ever since the crea­
tion of the world his invis­
ible [essence], namely, his 
eternal power and deity, 
has been clearly perceived 

in the things that 
have been made. 
So they are with­
out excuse.” (Rom. 
1:19, 20, RS) Yes, 

they are without ex­
cuse,” those who deny 
the existence of the 
true and living God, 
Jehovah. Atheists are 
on the increase ac­
cord in g  to G allup 
polls. False religion 
has repelled many 
people from coming 
to know God. But the 
truth is now avail­
able to all honest- 
hearted persons. So 
there is no excuse for 
not knowing the Cre­
ator and Supreme 
Sovereign of the uni­
verse, Jehovah God.

Why are they with­
out excuse? Because 
creation testifies to 
God’s existence: “His 
invisible qualities are 
clearly seen from the

Truth is available and there is no 
excuse for not knowing about the Creator.

world’s creation onward, because they 
are understood by the things made, even 
his eternal power and Godship.” Jehovah’s 
prophet admonishes: “Lift up your eyes on 
high, and see who hath created these.” 
Does not what we see in the sky testify 
to Jehovah’s power? Why, even a person 
with low intelligence who sees an automo­
bile for the first time does not believe that 
all its parts just happened to put them­
selves together. There had to be in­
telligent supervision to pro­
duce such a complex crea­
tion; yet how much more 
complex is the least of 
God’s creation that our; 
eyes behold in the sky! %
—Rom. 1:20, NW; Isa .fl 
40:26, AS.

So the heavens speak of God’s 
glory: “The heavens [both the 
literal heavens and the “new 
heavens” ] are telling the glory 
of God, and the sky shows forth 
the work of his hands. Day unto day pours 
forth speech, and night unto night declares 
knowledge. There is no speech, nor are 
there words; their voice is not heard; yet 
their voice goes forth through all the 
earth, and their words to the ends of the 
world.”—Ps. 19:1-4, A

Jehovah’s power and other perfections 
may be known from the beauty, excellence, 
variety and immensity of his creation. 
And, indeed, the scale of perfections evident 
in the universe implies the existence of an 
absolute standard, a perfect Being. So as 
Christ’s apostle said: “They are without 
excuse.”— Rom. 1:20.
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ORDER AND HARMONY IN NATURE

The order in the universe speaks of 
God’s glory. Everything in nature is so 
definitely planned and has such a purpose­
ful design that it shows intelligent plan­
ning. Why, it has taken the best minds of 
great scientists to discover only a few of 
the laws of nature. Are laws made by acci­
dent? What intelligent planning exists in 
regard to our earth! The sun’s distance 
from the earth is just right. The moon’s 
distance from the earth is just right. The 
earth is tilted on its axis just right. The 
mixture of gases is just right. The relation­
ship between plants and animals is just 
right. What infinite wisdom is behind that 
cycle in nature! Animals take in oxygen, 
exhale it again combined in carbon di­
oxide while plants take in carbon dioxide 
and exhale oxygen. An accident? Unthink­
able!

How obvious that the earth was pre­
pared for man! Said one medical author­
ity: “There are probably a thousand con­
ditions which would have to be fulfilled 
before man could inhabit the earth. Not 
only must there be light, many kinds of 
food, water, proper atmosphere, appro­
priate temperature, the nitrogen cycle, etc., 
but there are hundreds of chemical reac­
tions in the body which contribute to man’s 
life processes. The chance that all condi­
tions for life would have been fulfilled by 
pure chance is one in billions. It is very 
evident that the earth was prepared for 
man. This fact alone proves the existence 
of a conscious God.”— The Physician Ex­
amines the B i b l e ,p. 318.

A  man who delved profoundly into the 
secrets of nature was Thomas A. Edison. 
He invented the phonograph and the elec­
tric light bulb and patented more than a 
thousand other inventions. Asked one day 
whether he believed in God, Edison re­
plied: “After years of watching the proc­
esses of nature, I cannot doubt the exist-

B r o o k l y n , N . Y .

ence of a Supreme Intelligence. The exist­
ence of such a God can, to my mind, almost 
be proved from chemistry.”—Reader’s 
Digest, April, 1954.

THE EXISTENCE OF LIFE AND INTELLIGENCE
The existence of living creatures whose 

nonexistence is possible implies the exist­
ence of a necessary Creator. Man cannot 
create life from the elements. Yet are we 
to think that the elements created man? 
We can take a lesson from the beasts, the 
birds and the fish. Said Job: “Ask now 
the beasts, and they shall teach thee; and 
the birds of the heavens, and they shall tell 
thee: or speak to the earth, and it shall 
teach thee; and the fishes of the sea shall 
declare unto thee. Who knoweth not in all 
these, that the hand of Jehovah hath 
wrought this?”—Job 12:7-10,

Yes, even the eye of an eagle can teach 
us a lesson, can direct us to the Author 
of life. So impressed with created things 
was Sir Isaac Newton, the English mathe­
matician, physicist and astronomer who 
conceived the idea of universal gravitation, 
that he said: “Whence is it that nature 
does nothing in vain; and whence arises all 
that order and beauty which we see in the 
world? . . . How came the bodies of ani­
mals to be contrived with so much art and 
for what ends were their several parts? 
Was the eye contrived without skill in op­
tics, or the ear without knowledge of 
sounds? . . . And these things being right­
ly despatched, does it not appear from 
phenomena that there is a being incorpo­
real, living, intelligent?”—Optics, by Sir 
Isaac Newton, Bk. IH, Query 25.

The more that scientists study the uni­
verse, the more they must recognize a Su­
preme Intelligence behind it. Albert Ein­
stein, the noted physicist, is said to have 
peered deeper into the secrets of the uni­
verse than any other mem. The secrets he 
has fathomed made him no atheist, as he
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admits: “ It is enough for me to contem­
plate the mystery of conscious life perpetu­
ating itself through all eternity; to reflect 
upon the marvelous structure of the uni­
verse, which we can dimly perceive, and 
to try humbly to comprehend even an 
infinitesimal part of the intelligence mani­
fest in nature.”

Another reason why those who refuse to 
recognize Jehovah as Creator are without 
excuse: intelligence exists. If man arose 
without intelligent guidance, why should 
he have intelligence? Can unintelligence 
create intelligence? Why, even men with 
the keenest intelligence cannot create in­
telligence that is superior to their own. 
Oh, they have made robot brains. In the 
mathematical field they are superb. Yet 
they are not more intelligent than man. 
A distinguished mathematician and logi­
cian of Princeton University, Alonzo 
Church, has carefully analyzed electronic 
calculators and mechanical brains. He 
said: “No machine can ever solve all prob­
lems solvable by a live mathematician.” 
Yet atheists believe that intelligent man, 
though he cannot create life or even any­
thing more intelligent them himself, was 
created by a force with no intelligence. 
Does it make sense?

To say that there is no Supreme Intelli­
gence is to say that the universe has 
evolved something higher than itself, it 
has created intelligence. And to think that 
anything can create something it does not 
itself possess is the most vacuous kind of 
empty-headed reasoning.

INSTINCTIVE AWARENESS OF GOD
Man is endowed with an instinctive 

awareness of God, an awareness that 
should prompt all men to glorify Jehovah. 
Indeed, the mind is compelled by the law 
of its own being to conceive of some abso­
lute and infinite Best. It is compelled to 
believe that every effect has a cause. So

231
there must be an uncaused First Cause 
that possesses within himself the reason 
for his existence.

Nature abhors a vacuum; so does man 
the idea of a Godless universe. The urge 
to worship is a powerful instinct. An arti­
cle in Woman’s Home Companion for 
April, 1954, contained a subtitle that said: 
“We all feel an urge for God as powerful as 
our instinct for sex and hunger, says a 
daring new school of psychiatric thought.” 
The instinctive demand by all for a Su­
preme Being argues that One exists.

Another aspect of the instinctive urge 
to worship is that it is universal. It exists 
among men of all races, all nationalities. 
Even atheists worship something, though 
it may be their own philosophical atheism. 
The urge to worship is so widespread that 
if there were no God it would be impossi­
bly difficult to imagine why people should 
spontaneously reach the conclusion that 
there is one.

THE BIBLE AND FULFILLED PROPHECY
Still another reason why atheists are 

without excuse: They have the Bible, God’s 
revealed Word. Its prophecies and fulfill­
ments alone prove that this is a Book 
whose authorship could not be of men. Be­
fore the mighty empire of Babylon fell, the 
Bible foretold it. (Jer. 51:37) The Bible 
foretold the successive rise of Medo-Persia, 
Greece, Rome and the Anglo-American 
empire. (Dan. 8:3-25; Rev. 17:10-14) One 
Bible scholar counted 332 distinct prophe­
cies that were fulfilled in Christ. A mathe­
matician figured out that the chance of one 
man’s fulfilling all those things was one in 
eighty-four followed by ninety-seven zeros! 
These and other prophetic accuracies prove 
beyond any question that a superhuman 
Intelligence was behind the Bible. That 
Intelligence is the Author, Jehovah God.

The arguments of atheists show that 
they have not really studied the Bible.
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Rather, they have listened to the clergy 
of Christendom who have taught lies con­
cerning Jehovah God, such as the one that 
he is the proprietor of a roasting com­
partment for human creatures called “pur­
gatory.”  This hell of literal fire and other 
false doctrines such as trinity and im­
mortality of the soul have turned some 
people away from God even before they 
investigate his Word. The Bible does not 
teach such unreasonable doctrines. They 
are taught by false religion, not by true 
Christianity. The atheist has erred in that 
he has wrongly assumed that the false re­
ligions of Christendom are of God. Rather, 
they are of the Devil.—2 Cor. 4:4.

So it does no good for the atheist to point 
to the ghastly persecutions, inquisitions 
and wars for which the so-called Christian 
religion has been responsible. The Bible 
declares such religions false: “They pub­
licly declare they know God, but they dis­
own him by their works.”-Titus 1:16, 

Many atheists claim that the world al­
ways existed, that it never started. But sci­
ence has proved such reasoning wrong. 
The discovery of radioactivity has proved 
that there could be no past eternity of mat­
ter. And the confirmation by Palomar’s 
200-inch Hale telescope of the expanding 
universe also proves the atheists wrong. 
Life magazine in its issue of December 20, 
1954, featured a major article on the ex­
panding universe. It presented the latest 
scientific opinion: “All the clues of science 
point to a time of creation when the cosmic 
fires were ignited and the vast pageant of 
the present universe brought into being. 
And this time was five billion years ago.” 

In these “ last days” of Satan’s world 
there is a very special reason why atheists 
are without excuse: the Christ-foretold 
preaching of the good news of God’s king­
dom by Jehovah’s witnesses and the dem­
onstration by Jehovah’s witnesses that 
true Christianity does exist. (Matt. 24:14)

B r o o k l y n , N. Y.
Christendom has not lived by Bible stand­
ards; this should be plain to the atheists. 
That Jehovah’s witnesses do should be 
equally plain. Further, the news of Jeho­
vah’s new world and how it will end pain, 
sorrow, suffering and death shatters basic 
atheistic teaching.—Rev. 21:1-4.

Atheists boast of being men of reason 
and vision. So did the ancient philosophers. 
Today’s atheists think in much the same 
foolish manner in which even the wisest 
of ancient philosophers discoursed about 
God, not excepting Socrates or Plato. Who 
can read their works without being struck 
with the empty-headedness of their reason­
ings, as well as with the stupidity of their 
nonsense when speaking about God? The 
Bible well says: “They did not glorify him 
as God nor did they thank him, but they 
became empty-headed in their reasonings 
and their unintelligent heart became dark­
ened.” So like the ancient philosophers of 
yesterday are the atheistic philosophers 
of today: “They are in darkness mentally, 
and alienated from the life that belongs to 
God, because of the ignorance that is in 
them, because of the insensibility of their 
hearts.” Who says there is no Clod? “The 
fool said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’ ” 
—Rom. 1:21; Eph. 4:18, NW; Ps. 14:1,

Since there is compelling and over­
whelming evidence that Jehovah is the 
true and living God, Creator and Supreme 
Sovereign of the universe, the plea of ig­
norance cannot be admitted in its full lati­
tude except for idiots. The atheists cannot 
plead ignorance. The agnostics cannot 
plead ignorance. The evildoers cannot plead 
ignorance. The idolaters cannot plead ig­
norance. For if they are willing to exercise 
their faculties and employ their minds in 
diligent search, men have within their 
reach the means of coming to know Jeho­
vah God. So God’s decree is: “They are 
without excuse.”

SlkWATCHTOWER



November, 1955, being a German 
citizen, I was able to return to my 

native land after four and a half years in 
exile in Siberia. However, many of Jeho­
vah’s witnesses from Memel territory, 
Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Bessarabia and 
the Ukraine, as well as other parts of Rus­
sia, who do not possess a German citizen­
ship, still find themselves in that cold land. 
I was asked by many of them to make a 
report to Jehovah’s witnesses in other 
parts of the world.

While Russian 
forces occu­
pied d iffe ren t 
parts o f G er­
many I was 
living in East 
P r u s s i a ,
Memel. For 
being one of 
Jehovah’s wit­
nesses I had al- 
ready spent 
o v e r  s i x  
years in dif­
ferent pris­
ons and in­
stitu tion s 
under the Hitler regime. When Hitler or­
dered the evacuation of Memel [now Klai­
peda] almost all of the inhabitants of this 
territory fled into Germany. I did not take 
part in this flight. I could not become 
reconciled to the idea of seeking refuge 
under the Hitler regime that had brought 
such indescribable sorrow to Jehovah’s 
witnesses. I had also thought that the Com­
munists would show a little leniency to 
Jehovah’s witnesses who had suffered so 
much under Hitler’s regime. How wrong I 
was! I am more convinced than ever that 
this world is directed and led by its in­
visible ruler Satan.

As for the persecution of Jehovah’s wit­
nesses the communistic form of govern­
ment has revealed itself to be a true imi­

tator of Hitler and his nationalist party. 
With the oncoming of the Russians the 
clergy and preachers fled and deserted 
their sheep behind them. At this time 
many of Jehovah’s witnesses, seeing these 
people in distress, had the opportunity of 
preaching to them concerning God’s king­
dom. Often Jehovah’s witnesses were asked 
to preach to them. The result was that a 
number of new congregations came into 
existence in this part of the land. Many 

persons dedicated themselves 
to Jehovah and were bap­

tized in water. The 
few copies of The 

Watchtower that 
w e h ad  w ere  
studied at the 
regu la rly  held 

m eetings. There 
they were not only 

studied, but re­
printed and dis­

tributed among 
the populace. 
All of this was 
not hidden 
from the eyes 

of the Russian se­
curity police. Many times we were taken 
into custody and released after long hear­
ings dealing with the teachings and the 
organization of Jehovah’s witnesses. We 
knew that the secret police sent spies into 
the congregation in order to find out what 
we were discussing. We had nothing to 
hide. We were preaching God’s Word and 
looking to God’s kingdom as the only hope 
of the world. As late as 1949 I was able to 
speak to nearly 300 persons in attendance 
at one meeting. Isaiah 25:6-8* was my

* Isaiah 25:6-8 (AS) reads: “And in this mountain will 
Jehovah of hosts make unto all peoples a feast of fat 
things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full 
of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined. And he will 
destroy in this mountain the face of the covering that 
covereth all peoples, and the veil that is spread over all 
nations. He hath swallowed up death for ever; and the 
Lord Jehovah will wipe away tears from off all faces; 
and the reproach of his people will he take away from 
off all the earth: for Jehovah hath spoken it.”
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scripture text. I pointed out from these 
texts how Jehovah would richly bless those 
who served him and that death would be 
swallowed up in victory and that Jehovah 
would wipe away tears from off the faces 
and the reproach of his people would be 
taken away from off the earth, for Jeho­
vah had spoken it.

The next day I was arrested while walk­
ing down the street. I spent two days in 
police custody and was then set free again 
after many long hours of questioning. Sev­
eral days later I had to reappear before 
the security police. There I was told to 
write up an accurate report of Jehovah’s 
witnesses’ organization. A report was 
made about the already established king­
dom of Jehovah God, together with many 
other timely truths. It was also pointed out 
that Jehovah’s witnesses had been horribly 
persecuted under the Hitler regime and 
that on October 7, 1934, telegrams from 
congregations of Jehovah’s witnesses in 
many lands were sent to the Reich Chan­
cellery in Berlin, all of which read the 
same, “ Your ill-treatment of Jehovah’s 
witnesses shocks all good people of earth 
and dishonors God’s name. Refrain from 
further persecuting Jehovah’s witnesses; 
otherwise God will destroy you and your 
national party.”

There is no question in my mind that 
this report was sent to the headquarters of 
the security police in Moscow. The first 
severe blow came against Jehovah’s wit­
nesses in this part of Russia in September, 
1950. One night all able-bodied brothers 
and several sisters were picked up by the 
security police and taken to the security 
ministry prisons in Vilna. Here they were 
held in custody for half a year, when sen­
tences finally came through from Moscow 
for almost all of them to be imprisoned in 
the penitentiary for ten years. After six 
months of nerve-racking questioning and
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persecution the nerves of many were 
shocked. Many had suffered severely be­
cause of the harassment they underwent 
during investigation. Some of these were 
then taken from the penitentiary and 
placed in work camps. Many had to work 
underground in coal mines. Some were sent 
as far north as the infamous camp known 
as Vorkuta. There are still some of our 
brothers working in this place.

It is very cold there. There is no vegeta­
tion of any kind in this location, and the 
winters are long, the summers short. Many 
of the brothers became disabled invalids 
because of the superhuman requirements 
of the cruel communistic regime. Some of 
these were then sent to their families in 
Siberia.

At the end of March, 1951, the second 
wave of persecution came. The ones who 
had not heretofore been arrested, such as 
the old men, women, children and infants 
and others not gathered up, were taken 
into Russian custody. None were spared, 
but all were taken in trucks to freight 
trains headed for Siberia. Only a very few 
personal belongings could be taken with 
them, a little flour, a few clothes, and some 
were able to take their beds. Everything 
else fell into the hands of the police author­
ities. At this time all the baggage was care­
fully searched by the Communists, to see 
if there were any Bibles or Watch Tower 
literature in their midst.

From Vilna we saw two large freight 
trains, each of them being made up of 
about fifty cattle cars. It was in these that 
Jehovah’s witnesses, out of sill the territo­
ries, were taken away to a land to die, or to 
try to live. The cars were overcrowded. 
There was no place to sit. Food was strange 
and very inferior. Jehovah’s witnesses gave 
thanks and praise to their heavenly Fa­
ther during all of these difficult times. 
Encouragement from one to the other 
was given. By the discussion of Jeho-
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vah’s Word all were given comfort and 
courage to press on regardless of what 
happened. The words that they had 
brought to people to comfort them at the 
end of this world were now a great com­
fort to these Jehovah’s witnesses packed in 
cattle cars. Loud was their singing of 
Kingdom songs, but later even this was 
forbidden by the Soviet soldiers.

After thirteen days all the witnesses of 
Jehovah reached their destination, travel­
ing day and night in cattle cars. Then we 
were informed: “ As enemies of the State 
you are exiled for life to Siberia. Give up 
any hope you may have of ever being able 
to return to your homeland.”

Jehovah’s witnesses were now scattered 
as work slaves to different collective farms 
between Tomsk and Irkutsk and some even 
beyond that location. It was only Jehovah’s 
protection and help that gave us strength 
to face this situation. Ahead of us was a 
life haunted by hunger. Supplies that some 
of us brought along were soon used up. The 
collective farms were not exactly in good 
condition. The leaders of these Soviet agi­
tation centers did not think to provide the 
undernourished sufferers with bread be­
fore the new harvest came in. Institutions 
for welfare work are not to be found in 
the “ Soviet paradise.”

However, with Jehovah’s witnesses 
brotherly love takes over. In this way even 
the poorest were helped with the scanty 
food we had. During the first two years a 
number of the banished ones died because 
of the heavy afflictions laid upon them. 
Very heavy work was placed especially up­
on the women. During the wintertime, 
with snow on the ground, they were sent 
into the forest to cut wood, because there 
was no time to do this work during the 
brief summer. The winters in Siberia last 
for seven months without letup. Spring 
and autumn are unknown. Added to that
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are cold spells, when the temperature sinks 
to 50 degrees below zero (Fahrenheit). 
Much fuel is necessary in this country, and 
this is one of the main problems for the 
exiles in Siberia. There are many large 
forests in Siberia, but to get the wood from 
the forest to your home is very difficult 
work. To gather firewood a person really 
needs a horse and sleigh, but these poor 
displaced persons must ask, yes, actually 
beg the one in charge for any assistance of 
this kind. To the elderly ones this life is al­
most unbearable. Their strength does not 
permit them to do farm work, and when a 
person is sixty or seventy years old carry­
ing home a load of firewood on his back 
is not an easy task.

It hurts me to speak about the housing 
situation in Siberia. During most of my 
period in exile I lived in one room, together 
with four families, including children. Be­
sides that we had a small kitchen with a 
makeshift stove made of tin, on which 
we had to cook our food. Whenever the 
snow thawed our house was flooded. 
Through all of these conditions Jehovah’s 
witnesses in exile helped one another 
whenever they could. Some of them started 
to build their own little huts outside their 
working hours on the farms. Even though 
they were able to put up their own homes 
and to make them a little more livable 
there was still much to be desired.

While I was in one of these slave camps 
in Siberia the first two years the day’s 
wages for a worker, male or female, on a 
collective farm were one-half to one kilo 
of grain, that is, one and one-tenth to two 
and one-fifth pounds. Since the death of 
Stalin the living standards have improved 
somewhat. The grain allotment has im­
proved and a small amount of money has 
been given to the slave laborers so that 
now they do not have to go hungry or 
freeze as much as they had to heretofore. 
Amidst all of these conditions Jehovah’s
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witnesses still keep on studying the Word 
of God as they have the opportunity, and 
they depend greatly on their memories, 
talking to one another and comforting one 
another as they have the opportunity. Our 
plea still is: “ If only we had Bibles and 
new Watchtowers!”

All of Jehovah’s witnesses in these slave 
camps throughout Russia continually pray 
to Jehovah God and have full faith that 
some day they will be freed from these 
conditions. In these prison camps and out­
side, through all Russia, the Russian peo­
ple are accepting the truth in 
even greater numbers. One 
sister reports: “ I have ap- 
proximately thirty girl 
students to look after ^
who eagerly absorb 
every word I speak 
about the K ing­
dom .” T h e r e  are  
many people in Russia 
who today want to know 
about God’s kingdom and are 
eager to hear the truth. It is al­
ways a joy to read a letter from 
other Kingdom publishers in Russia 
and to hear of their experiences in prison 
camps. By their being sentenced to prison 
they have been drawn much closer togeth­
er and to Jehovah. Day by day each one is 
receiving a better understanding of Jeho­
vah’s theocratic organization, and all are 
more determined to present to the great 
Judge the proof of their faithfulness in 
preaching. By Jehovah’s undeserved kind­

ness they are determined to maintain their 
integrity and prove worthy of everlasting 
life.

I know that these displaced ones on col­
lective farms are not hiding their light un­
der a bushel basket. Rather, they are let­
ting their light shine.

In November, 1954, the Moscow Russian 
newspaper Pravda reported a well-known 
Communist party leader as saying: “Com­
munism has become so entrenched through­
out the world today that the fight against 
the different religions can be discontinued.

In the past after our ascension to 
power this fight was necessary. 

Now, however, since the youth 
p a rticu la rly  have been 

properly trained, every­
one surely must come 

to the conclusion that 
Communism alone can 

bring true peace and pros­
perity to mankind.” But Je­

hovah’s witnesses are firmly 
convinced that true peace and 

prosperity for all mankind will be 
realized only through God’s kingdom 

now at hand under their great Prince 
of Peace, Christ Jesus.

I will soon be seventy-seven years old. 
I was reached by the Society through their 
ministers a few months before the out­
break of the first world war in 1914. I 
have had the privilege of being one of 
God’s ministers all of these years, and now 
that I have returned from Russia my only 
wish is to spend the rest of my earthly 
life in the service of Jehovah.

Happy are those who have been persecuted for righteousness’ sake, since the 
kingdom of the heavens belongs to them. Happy are you when people 

reproach you and persecute you and lyingly say every kind of 
wicked thing against you for my sake. Rejoice and leap 

for joy, since your reward is great in the heavens; 
for in that way they persecuted the 

prophets prior to you.— Matt.
5:10-12, NW.
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INCARNATION is the 

teaching in Christen­
dom that “God is Man 

and Man is God in the 
Person of Jesus Christ.”
This belief is called “the 
central doctrine of Chris­
tianity.” Catholic and 
most Protestant church­
es thus teach that Jesus 
was a God-Man. But, like 
other doctrines taught by 
the clergy, this one, too, 
defies logic and reason. Indeed, theologians 
admit that no human philosophy can fully 
explain it. It is contradictory and it is 
confusing. But since the Bible says that 
“God is not the author of confusion,” our 
interest is quickened by the questions: 
How did the incarnation teaching origi­
nate? Does the highest authority of all, 
God’s Word, really teach that Jesus was 
Almighty God masquerading as a man? 
—1 Cor. 14:33.

The doctrine that Jesus was a God-Man 
did not crop up until long after Jesus’ 
death. Then the teaching developed gradu­
ally. It was crystallized A.D. 325 at the 
Council of Nicaea. At this council a pagan 
emperor, Constantine, directed affairs. 
Merrill’s Essays in Early Christian His­
tory says: “It is not likely that Constan­
tine cared very much about what doctrine 
should come off victorious in the discus­
sions and votes. He did not aspire, like 
Henry VIII of England, to be a theologian. 
But he wanted harmony in the Church for 
political reasons. . . .  He doubtless hoped 
in advance that decisions might be reached 
acceptable to both sides.”

One of America’s noted theologians, 
Henry P. Van Dusen, further enlightens

us as to what hap­
pened at Nicaea, in 
h is  b o o k  W o r l d  
Christianity (page 
72): “The East was 
seething with more 
violent dispute over 
the correct theolog­
ical interpretation 
of Christ’s person. 
Hence Constantine 
summoned all the 
b i s h o p s  o f  the  
Church to assemble 
at Nicaea in 325. 
The 318 bishops 
who responded rep­

resented only about a sixth of the bishops 
of the Empire. As in all ecumenical coun­
cils, they came predominately from the 
East. Constantine’s principal ecclesiastical 
advisor, Bishop Hosius of Spain, presided, 
with the emperor at his right hand. The 
weight of imperial influence swayed the 
decisions. The early form of the Nicene 
Creed was the outcome.”  Thus pagan Con­
stantine, concerned more with politics 
than with religion, “ swayed the decisions” 
and determined what Christendom in gen­
eral believes to this very day. So Christen­
dom’s acceptance of the theory of Jesus’ 
being a God-Man rests on a pagan emperor.

Not until the Council of Chalcedon in 
451 was the incarnation doctrine defined. 
What is eye-opening about that council, as 
well as the one at Nicaea, is that they 
solved matters by absorption. Some said 
Jesus was man. Some said Jesus was God. 
The council, made up of deflected Chris­
tians, decided Jesus was God-Man. So each 
of the embattled contestants could accept 
the formula with reasonable satisfaction 
by the simple device of underscoring that 
phrase which embraced his own interest. 
Dr. Van Dusen says in his World Chris-
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tianity: “The upshot of three centuries of 
heated controversy in two successive phas­
es was the Catholic Church’s resolute re­
fusal to choose—its return of a firm if 
somewhat befuddled ‘both . . . and’ to the 
disputants’ insistent ‘either . . .  or.’ Nicaea, 
Constantinople, Chalcedon are the succes­
sive landmarks on the tortuous route. . . . 
At Chalcedon a century and a half later 
than Nicaea the same method of solution 
was even more baldly employed—not 
‘either. . .  or’ but ‘both . . .  and,’ a solution 
by inclusion rather than by rejection at 
whatever cost to logical coherence and 
rationality.”

Has your understanding of Christ Jesus 
been influenced by the Council of Chalce­
don? Most professed Christians do not even 
know that the council was responsible for 
defining the doctrine; and yet “ the formula 
of Chalcedon,” writes Dr. Van Dusen on 
page 75, “met its dilemma by affirming, 
side by side, the contradictory contentions 
of the two disputant parties, without seri­
ous attempt at reconciliation.” Some way 
out of a dilemma! And so Chalcedon’s defi­
nition of Christ’s nature (“ two natures, 
without confusion, without division, with­
out separation,. . .  not divided or separated 
into two persons but one” ) has been called 
with reason, as Dr. Van Dusen says, “to 
the logical mind, distilled nonsense.”

“THE BEGINNING OF THE CREATION BY GOD”
Regardless of what any council or man 

says about Jesus’ nature, the only reliable 
authority is God’s Word itself, of which 
Jesus said: “Your word is truth.” (John 
17:17, NW) This Word of God reveals that 
Jesus is the Son of God, not Jehovah God 
himself. Concerning his relationship to his 
Father, Jesus explained: “The Father is 
greater than I am.” (John 14:28,
Jesus condemned hypocrisy; yet what glar­
ing hypocrisy he himself would be guilty of 
if he had been Almighty God garbed in

flesh! Jesus was not God himself, because 
even in his prehuman existence he was a 
created spirit called “ the Word.” The Word 
was a mighty spirit creature and as such 
may properly be called “a god” but not 
“ the God.” Hence an accurate translation 
of John 1:1 (NW) reads: “Originally the 
Word was, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was a god.”

This scripture does not say that the 
Word always existed. Only Jehovah God 
is “ from everlasting to everlasting.” (Ps. 
90:2) There was a time when the Word 
was created. Jesus gave true facts concern­
ing himself at Revelation 3:14 (2VW), 
where he said: “These are the things the 
Amen says, the faithful and true witness, 
the beginning of the creation by God.”

So Jesus, in his prehuman existence, was 
the very beginning of Jehovah’s creation. 
Thereafter Jehovah used the Word in pro­
ducing all other creations: “He is the 
image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 
all creation, because by means of him all 
other things were created.” (Col. 1:15,16, 
NW) When God’s “ firstborn” came to 
earth, the life force of the Word was trans­
ferred from heaven to the egg cell in the 
womb of Mary. This meant that the Word 
had to lay aside his heavenly glory, his 
spirit life. This he did: “ Christ Jesus, who, 
although he was existing in God’s form, 
gave no consideration to a seizure, namely, 
that he should be equal to God. No, but he 
emptied himself and took a slave’s form 
and came to be in the likeness of men.” 
—Phil. 2:5-7, NW.

"A LITTLE LOWER THAN ANGELS”
Since Jesus as the Word “emptied him­

self” of his heavenly glory, he was no 
mighty spirit in a baby’s fleshly clothing 
just pretending to be ignorant like a new­
born infant. Jesus was truly made flesh. 
His apostle John writes: “ So the Word be­
came flesh and resided among us.” (John
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1:14, NW) When the Word “became flesh”
he was no longer a spirit creature. Indeed, 
he had to be a man in the real sense to 
fulfill this scripture: “We behold Jesus, 
who has been made a little lower than 
angels, crowned with glory and honor.” If 
Jesus had been a God-Man, he could not 
have been really “ lower than angels.” Nor 
is it reasonable to think that the great 
Sovereign of the universe, of whom it is 
written that “at no time has anyone beheld 
God,” would take up human form and be 
“lower than angels.”—Heb. 2:9; 1 John 
4:12, NW.

There were times when angels appeared 
as men, as when two angels appeared to 
Lot. (Gen. 19:1) Such would be a case of 
true incarnation. It is noteworthy that the 
angels visiting Lot materialized as full- 
grown men, not as babies. If Jesus had 
been a mere incarnation, then it would not 
have been necessary for God to transfer 
his life to an embryo in the virgin’s womb 
and to have Jesus bom as a helpless infant, 
subject to human parents; he could still 
have remained a spirit person and mate­
rialized a fully developed fleshly body just 
as the sons of God did in Noah’s day and 
as the angel Gabriel did before Mary.

INCARNATION NULLIFIES THE RANSOM

One of the cardinal teachings of the Bi­
ble is the ransom. Sin and death came upon 
mankind when a perfect mem, Adam, trans­
gressed Jehovah’s law. For obedient man­
kind to be released from the condemnation 
of sin and death, a ransom must be paid. 
It must be the exact equivalent of the per­
fect man Adam, for God’s law requires 
exactness: “You must give soul for soul, 
eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, 
foot for foot.” So for Jesus to provide the 
ransom he must be a perfect man, no 
more, no less. Further, if Jesus had been 
a spirit garbed in flesh he could not really
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have died at man’s hands; and if he did not 
really die, again we see that the ransom 
could not have been provided. But the Bible 
is clear that Jesus did provide the ransom 
and that he was a man, not God clothed 
in flesh: “ For there is one God, and one 
mediator between God and men, a man 
Christ Jesus, who gave himself a corre­
sponding ransom for all.”—Ex. 21:23, 24; 
1 Tim. 2:5, 6, NW.

But now what of 1 Timothy 3:16, which 
says in the King James Version that “God 
was manifest in the flesh” ? This is not an 
accurate text. In fact, nearly all the ancient 
manuscripts and all the versions, including 
the Latin Vulgate, have in their text “He 
who” instead of “ God.” Most modem trans­
lations choose “He.” Thus the New World 
Translation renders it properly: “He was 
made manifest in flesh,” meaning the 
Word, who became the mem Christ Jesus.

So what have we learned? This has be­
come overwhelmingly clear: (1) The Coun­
cil of Chalcedon, instead of rejecting the 
bad, mixed the error that Jesus was God 
with the truth that he was man, thus wind­
ing up with “distilled nonsense” ; (2) Jesus 
in his prehuman existence was not God but 
God’s Son, “ the beginning of the creation 
by God” ; (3) Jesus had to be a real man, 
not a God-Man, to be “ lower than angels” ;
(4) if Jesus had been a spirit masquerad­
ing in human flesh, there would have been 
no need for him to be bom a baby, and
(5) to provide the ransom sacrifice Jesus 
had to die a perfect man, nothing more, 
nothing less.

The inevitable conclusion is that God’s 
Word does not teach that Jesus was a God- 
Man. It teaches that on earth he was a 
perfect man, a perfect human organism. 
Those who teach that he was a God-Man 
teach false religion. They violate the rule 
set down by the apostle of Christ: “Do not 
go beyond the things that are written.” 
—1 Cor. 4:6, NW.
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W H E R E  c an  
you attend a 

graduation as happy 
and heart-warm ing 
as those held at the 
W atch tow er Bible 
School of Gilead? No 
other place on this 
earth offers such a 
unique and reward­
ing experience. Here 
the students, rela­
tives and friends bubble over with the joy 
of Jehovah. And this seemed to be especial­
ly true of the graduation of the twenty- 
sixth class. The 106 students who had come 
from eight different lands had been as­
signed to do missionary work in twenty- 
two different countries. About half the 
class was made up of district and circuit 
servants and their wives.

On graduation day, Sunday, February 12, 
1956, the skies were gray and a heavy 
blanket of snow covered the campus. Long 
before the program began at nine o’clock 
every seat was taken and 2,796 persons 
had crowded the main auditorium, the 
classrooms, the dining room, the basement 
and library to hear, if not also to see, the 
program. After a song and a prayer and a 
few opening remarks by N. H. Knorr, 
president of the Watch Tower Society as 
well as of the Watchtower Bible School, he 
called on the Kingdom Farm servant and 
the four instructors to say a few farewell 
words to the class. Many encouraging tele­
grams were read. Then President Knorr 
spoke on “Christians Must Be Happy.”

He appealed to the audience to exercise 
faith and trust in the great God Jehovah 
and to believe and to take Him at his 
Word. Christendom, he said, has the same 
Bible Jehovah’s witnesses have, but her 
representatives lock themselves up in mon­

asteries or walk about 
with long faces and 
wear mournful garb. 
T h e i r  parishioners 
are worried and trou­
bled. They are sigh­
ing and crying. Jeho­
vah’s witnesses, on 
the other hand, say 
Christians must be 
happy. Why? Because 
we are serving the 

happy God Jehovah. We cannot imagine 
him as being happy and at the same time 
picture his angels in his heavenly courts 
sad and mournful, can we? Of course not. 
The Bible tells us that his angels are hap­
py. Why, then, should not his people on 
earth be happy? They too shout for joy!

Christendom lacks faith, and lack of 
faith means lack of happiness. Jehovah’s 
witnesses are established in their faith. 
And it is because of their faith in Jehovah 
that they can be happy. The doubting ones, 
liars, fornicators, all who violate God’s 
laws, are not really happy. There is abso­
lutely no reason to doubt Jehovah. He 
does not lie. He changes not. We have 
every reason to trust him and his Word. 
Once we do, then we shall be truly happy.

In conclusion the speaker urged his 
audience to keep conscious of their spirit­
ual needs—to keep their minds stayed on 
Jehovah, who gives happiness. Each stu­
dent then received an envelope contain­
ing a gift from the Society. Those graduat­
ing with merit received a diploma. A reso­
lution, expressing the gratitude of the 
class to Jehovah, to the school’s president 
and to all who made Gilead possible, was 
read and seconded and adopted by the stu­
dent graduates. In the afternoon, begin­
ning at two o’clock, students from the 
platform gave warm expressions of their 
appreciation and personal experiences. This 
was a lovely climax to the joyous occasion.

Gilead's 26th Graduation Occasion
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ACTIVITY 
AND UFC

“Contend fo\ 
in the

INACTIVITY 
AND DEATH

im. 6:12, NW.

YOU want to see a packed stadi- 
1 /  um, jammed with excited people? 

Then just turn your mind back to ancient 
Corinth, and to its huge athletic stadium. 
Every two years that city—largest, richest 
and most festive of all Greece—was the 
scene of the nationally famous Isthmian 
athletic contest. For many days the con­
test held the spotlight for all Greece. The 
games were not mere sports. They had a 
religious background. Moreover, the people 
regarded athletes as symbols of military 
preparedness. Every soldier must be a 
highly trained athlete. Sports commanded 
national attention even more than today. 
During the games no more seats could be 
had; all standing room was crowded. Now 
the athletes march onto the field, about 
twice the size of the playing field at Yan­
kee Stadium in New York city! The crowd 
is charged with excitement as it appraises 
the contestants. As the intensely contested 
events begin, every neck in the vast throng 
is stretched in order not to miss a single 
detail. Shouts of encouragement ring out 
for laboring champions. Mighty groans of 
despair betray losing favorites. Deafening

applause greets the victor who finally prevails! 
Afterward the great throng floods the streets of 
Corinth, talking of nothing but these events for days. 
The winner is more highly honored than any other 
person on the entire isthmus. Idolized as a national

hero, he possesses the 
crown of ivy leaves or, 
in later times, of pine 
leaves. Gifts are poured 
upon him and the city 
gives him a large pen­
sion for life. Cicero said 
that a Greek city cele­

brated its athletic winner more them Rome 
feted its greatest general on his return 
from conquering a nation.

2 Knowing all about the games at Cor­
inth, Paul compared the activity of the 
early Christians, Jehovah’s people, to ath­
letic contests. By referring to runners, 
wrestlers and boxers in athletic contests 
he sharply illustrated the rewards of ac­
tivity and the danger of inactivity. The 
Christians to whom he wrote knew the 
games well. Some at one time or another 
had undoubtedly been among the shouting 
crowds at the stadium. They could not 
avoid knowing about the games, for they 
were the topic of conversation everywhere 
they went. The requirements of the con­
testants produced powerful examples 
which apply to Christians today. The mod­
ern Olympic games, named for the ancient 
Olympic contests of Greece, forcefully re­
mind us of the applicability today of Paul’s 
words about the ancient games.— 1 Cor. 
9:24-27; Phil. 3:13,14.

3 Paul saw each Christian as a contestant 
in a giant stadium, as a ‘spectacle before 
men and angels.’ Satan the Devil had chal­
lenged Almighty God that men on earth 
could not maintain integrity to Jehovah. 
Paul remembered that Jehovah had en-

1. How did the ancient Greeks regard and react to their 
athletic events and heroes?

2. Why was Paul’s reference to the Greek games so apt?
3. In what ways did a victorious athlete’s life cut out 
a fitting pattern for us, and in respect to what issue?
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tered faithful Abel and many after him 
onto his side of the contest. He showed that 
Jehovah was the founder of the Christian 
team captained by Christ Jesus. (1 Cor. 
4:9; Heb. 11:4; 12:1,2, WW) The Corin­
thian Christians knew well how aspiring 
athletes dedicated their whole lives to 
gaining the prize. Before they came to the 
stadium they regularly performed feats as 
difficult as those in the contest. They did 
not get their beauty of body, grace of per­
formance, power and endurance from just 
a few weeks’ preparation. For the athlete 
to be sufficiently prepared required years 
of hard work by his actually doing the 
things performed in the games. He was 
required to lead a very strict life, with 
proper habits. The carefree life of dissipa­
tion indulged in by many Corinthians must 
be avoided. In many ways, as all Corin­
thian Christians could understand, the life 
of the victorious athlete cut out an appro­
priate pattern for the Christian to follow.

4 The importance of keeping team rules 
and training rigorously had to be perma­
nently impressed on the mind of the suc­
cessful contestant. Each took a vow to ad­
here strictly to all rules and training re­
quirements. His restricted life was devoted 
wholly to practice sessions and training. 
A criminal or spotted life disqualified one. 
The failure to obey rules kept one out of 
the contest. So too we must comply with 
all rules. An athlete might be first to 
reach the goal, yet if he had not complied 
with all the rules he would forfeit the 
prize. Even though we ran to the end we 
might lose the prize by not keeping the 
rules. Paul emphasized this when he said: 
“For fear that somehow I was running or 
had run in vain.”—Gal. 2:2,

8 Sworn judges enforced rules of the 
ancient contest. They lived with the con-
4-6. How was the importance of keeping the rules shown 
back there, and how does this apply to Christians?

B r o o k l y n , N. Y.
testants day and night, from beginning of 
training, to ensure against cheating. They 
enforced rigorous training. The require­
ments of training prompted Paul to use it 
to illustrate points in his letters. Could 
one participate in the event before he had 
faithfully trained? No! Such training for 
us Paul emphasized, saying: “On the other 
hand, be training yourself with godly de­
votion as your aim. For bodily training is 
beneficial for a little, but godly devotion 
is beneficial for all things, as it holds prom­
ise of the life now and that which is to 
come.”—1 Tim. 4:7, 8, NW.

6 The theocratic organization, like a 
team, keeps the rules of Jehovah. It comes 
off with the crown of triumph. But will 
every participant be winner? Entrants 
number thousands. Not all of them win. 
Some lose because they do not obey the 
rules. In the field of contest what do we 
see? Many disobey the rules by not train­
ing or not running. Can they win without 
following the rules? Paul answered: 
“Moreover, if anyone contends even in the 
games, he is not crowned unless he has 
contended according to the rules.” (2 Tim. 
2:5, NW) Disobedience by inactivity 
makes them quit the contest.—Matt. 10: 
22, NW.

1 But you must know the rules before 
you can obey them. How can you qualify 
unless you know what the rules are? They 
are easy for all to know, because they are 
in your Bible. Jehovah’s organization 
makes it easy for you to know the rules by 
publishing theocratic aids. The rules may 
be learned at congregation meetings, at 
service centers and in personal study.

RULES

8 First, one must enter his name on the 
list of contestants. The sponsor of the
7. Before we can obey the rules we must first have 
what?
8. How does one get his name on Jehovah’s list of con­
testants?
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event, Jehovah God, must know him to be 
a contender. You must recognize our team 
leader, Jesus Christ. (John 6:44, You 
must follow in Jesus’ steps. What did Jesus 
first do? He dedicated himself to do his 
Father’s will. He said: “I am come to do 
your will.”  (Heb. 10:7-9, Ps. 40:8) 
So you must be dedicated, then be bap­
tized. Are you? If not, you are not in the 
contest. So first get your name on the list 
of Jehovah’s contestants!—Isa. 55:6,

9 The essential rules are: Get knowledge 
and wisdom and also obey them. Wisdom 
cannot be obtained without knowledge. 
Knowledge and wisdom are a defense. 
(Eccl. 7:12) This means study. You may 
not gain a perfect knowledge of all the 
finer details of many revealed truths. But 
you can and must understand, however, 
the main features of the truth to enter the 
contest. You must be able to preach the 
fundamentals of the truth at any time 
called upon and to act as a teacher of oth­
ers. (1 Pet. 3:15; 2 Tim. 2:2, Knowl­
edge and wisdom will prevent your follow­
ing your own way. “Trust in [Jehovah] 
with eill your heart, and rely not on your 
own understanding; in all your ways ac­
knowledge him, and he will make straight 
your paths.”  (Prov. 3:5, 6, AT) Many fall 
out of the running path. They try to solve 
problems according to the wisdom of this 
world and lose out in the race. (1 Cor. 
3:19) King Saul thought he was right 
when he did his own will. (Prov. 14:12; 
16:25) Samuel reproved him for not rely­
ing on God: “To obey is better than a sac­
rifice.”  (1 Sam. 15:22, NW) So be obedi­
ent. Do Jehovah’s work in Jehovah’s way. 
It is the way Jehovah has marked out 
through his organization. That alone 
counts!
9. What are the essential rules, and what causes some 
to fall out?
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10 Another rule governs eating. Ancient 

contestants had to follow a strict diet. The 
theocratic contestant must eat only at Je­
hovah’s table. (1 Cor. 10:21, NW; Mai. 
1:12, AS) Meeting attendance must be reg­
ular. To be prepared one must eat Jeho­
vah’s “ food at the proper time.” (Matt. 
24:45, NW; 2 Tim. 3:16, 17) He must fix 
his attention on what is said in God’s 
Word. Participation in the study meetings 
is necessary to digest the food thoroughly. 
Without it one will not become strong for 
the contest, and he needs solid, not liquid, 
food. Paul said to immature Christians: 
“Although you ought to be teachers in 
view of the time, . . . you have become 
such as need milk, not solid food. . . . But 
solid food belongs to mature people, to 
those who through use have their percep­
tive powers trained to distinguish both 
right and wrong.”—Heb. 5:12-14, NW.

11 You need to eat the meat on the theo­
cratic training table. Eat elsewhere or 
nowhere, and you have no power. The 
time may come when you will not have 
The Watchtower available. The Bible may 
be your only available weapon. Unless you 
have fed abundantly on The Watchtower 
you may not be able to wield the “ sword 
of the spirit,” therefore not able to win the 
contest. You may not be able to wield it 
because you failed to store up spiritual 
strength in your mind by studying The 
Watchtower. Do not wait until the final 
contest to get a tight grip on the “sword 
of the spirit.” Paul said that if you get a 
tight grip you will “not run in vain or 
work hard in vain.” (Phil. 2:16, NW) You 
should fill your mind with God’s Word. 
You can then draw on Jehovah’s strength 
to keep alive in the final contest. “ For the 
word of God is alive.”—Heb. 4:12, NW.
10, 11. (a) How do ancient diet rules apply to us? 
(b) Why should we abundantly feed on spiritual pro­
visions now?
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11 Jehovah has made no exception to this 

rule: Stick to training. No contestant— 
runner, wrestler or boxer—can avoid train­
ing and expect to win. Not only will he 
have sore muscles from lack of training 
but he will lose. Jehovah’s team of right­
eous contenders started with Abel. The 
contest with the wicked spirit forces in 
heavenly places does not end until Arma­
geddon. The theocratic team is like a mod­
em Olympic team. It does not wind up at 
the end of the first contest. Many other 
contests follow year after year. Also, a 
football team trains and then has a con­
test, trains and then another contest, un­
til the end of the season. Would it not be 
a tragedy for the team if, when the con­
test begem, the players had no endurance 
and gave out at the start of the game from 
lack of training? So we must train until 
the end of the season at Armageddon. This 
we keep up by regularity in meeting at­
tendance, by being out in the service sev­
eral times each week or every day and by 
personal study.

13 Now let us get the picture clear. The 
theocratic organization does not meet just 
one event. But rather it is a continuous 
series of events. Mark you, it is only imme­
diately before Armageddon that world 
pressure will be upon the whole, world­
wide organization, everywhere at one time. 
Before then, however, pressure comes on 
the organization in one country, yet in an­
other there is none. In each country there 
is a division of the theocratic team. When 
some divisions are, so to speak, running or 
hurling the discus, other divisions are in 
the boxing or wrestling contest. While 
some are under pressure, others are get­
ting ready to meet it later. But all divisions 
of the team are always in a state of readi­
ness for the contest. We are no sooner
12, 13. (a) Until when shall we need to train. for and 
run in the race? (b) What tactics do Satan’s agents 
use, and how does the theocratic organization counter­
act these?

B r o o k l y n , N .  Y .

through one contest than we are getting 
ready for another. For Jehovah’s organi­
zation in this world there is always a con­
test somewhere, and there is training go­
ing on in the organization in some part of 
the world.

14 Many triumphs there are in different 
parts of the world; for example, look at 
our brothers in concentration camps in 
Germany. They came through World 
War II victoriously. In the United States, 
Canada and elsewhere there have been 
jail sentences by the thousands, mob ac­
tion, bans and proscriptions and, by Jeho­
vah’s undeserved kindness, his witnesses 
have come through victoriously. But tri­
umph in one contest in one country does 
not mean that we have won out finally and 
the team is ready to disband.

DANGER
15 Many, successful in the contest dur­

ing persecution years, have since violated 
the rule of continuous training. They are 
now out of the race and off the team. Many 
suffered loss of jobs and separation from 
families because they were willing to en­
dure all things to win Jehovah’s approval. 
In that contest some who went to prison or 
concentration camps thought the race was 
over when they were released. They left 
the field of contest and quit training. They 
ran, not the marathon race, but only the 
dash or sprint, and then dropped out. 
There is nothing more heart-rending than 
to see a runner fall out of a race because 
of lack of training. We have been warned 
through God’s Word that trouble every­
where in the earth is near. Remember, we 
were told the attack will come from Gog 
and from “the north.” Training is essential 
to endure beyond the crucial point of the 
race or contest.
14. What victories have been won, yet what does this 
not mean?
15, 16. What course by some highlights what Scriptural
warning ?
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“  Formerly all of us looked for the re­

turn of the faithful witnesses of old as 
princes. Jehovah later revealed that those 
who are princes—servants of his organi­
zation—are now here among us. Some then 
lost their enthusiasm about seeing the 
resurrected “princes.” Does not this show 
what Jesus said would happen, that the 
love of many “will cool off” ? (Matt. 24:12, 
AW) Many contestants who went to prison 
during the hard time of persecution sol­
emnly vowed to Jehovah that, when re­
leased, they would fight and run in the con­
test with all they had. But when they got 
free and were able to carry it out they for­
got their solemn promise to give all to 
Jehovah God.

17 When a section or division of the theo­
cratic organization has a great contest of 
persecution in a country there are propor­
tionately more active participants on the 
team there than in time of training. The 
impetus of that division of the team in­
creases. They bubble over with zeal. They 
throw everything they have, including life 
itself, into the contest. They see activity 
is what counts and so they are very active. 
The latest news of theocratic battle is 
anxiously awaited. There is no time for 
indifference, for negligence or for personal 
misunderstanding. The contest is on with 
them. Jobs and property hold none back. 
Every weight that makes the contest more 
difficult is shed. All are willing to do any­
thing to win, even to live in tents and en­
dure hard times. They brace up their 
minds for activity. (1 Pet. 1:13, AW) 
There are more volunteers for full-time 
service; Bethel service has a long waiting 
list. Then there are many entrants; they 
want to get into the contest and help win.

18 The danger to many is, not the contest 
of persecution, but the peacetime training.
17. What effect upon Christians does persecution often 
have?
18. What opportunities do peacetime conditions bring, 
but what course do many pursue?
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What does this contrast mean? Do we ask 
Jehovah to bring more persecution? Cer­
tainly not. This contrast is made to em­
phasize that always we must prepare for 
other contests ahead. At this time in some 
countries we have opportunity to get ready 
for a real contest. But many take it easy. 
They soft-pedal on training. With marvel­
ous opportunities in the full-time service 
we see the team short of pioneers, a slow­
down in congregation publishers and the 
Bethel service begging for volunteers! 
Few respond. Can we not see that this pe­
riod of apparent peace in different coun­
tries is no time for such conduct? Why, it 
is suicide, is it not?

19 Know for sure, your peacetime train­
ing should be extremely severe. It must be 
as hard as the final contest itself. The 
harder the preparation the easier will be 
the victory. Look back at the training for 
the ancient games at Corinth. Runners 
put weights on their feet in training. Box­
ers wore heavy uniforms and practiced on 
sandbags. For the contest runners took the 
weights off and stripped themselves. Ob­
serving this Paul said we should “put off 
every weight and the sin that easily en­
tangles us, and let us run with endurance 
the race that is set before us.” (Heb. 12:1, 
NW) Train for future contests with trials, 
dangers and obstacles. You win or lose, 
depending on how you train for the con­
test. So peacetime training before persecu­
tion starts for you means greater activity 
for you, regularity in service, attendance 
at all meetings, thorough personal study. 
It is fatal to take it as a time to slacken 
your hands.—Zeph. 3:16.

20 Consider a recent modern race. A  well- 
known British runner ran the mile race 
in less than four minutes. A world record! 
Do you think he could have done it had he 
not trained regularly, not sparing himself
19, 20. What should be the nature of peacetime train­
ing, why, and how was this illustrated?
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but giving everything in practice for the 
contest? Of course not. Do you realize that 
many in that race did not make it? They 
lacked the endurance. One man collapsed 
on the track. If we win in the final contest 
we must thoroughly train now.

21 Some shun training today by active 
and regular witnessing from door to door 
and regular group study because the world 
does not look with favor on such training. 
They dream of proving their integrity 
when the future test comes in prison or 
concentration camp. They will be beaten, 
defeated, because they did not train for the 
strenuous contest. Training now by study­
ing and preaching regularly and building 
up one’s ability in the ministry is a major 
part of the contest itself. Jehovah’s wit­
ness work today is being done primarily 
outside prison. The time may come for the 
doing of the witness work everywhere un­
derground or in prison. But this may be 
an immediate prelude to the end at Arma­
geddon. (Isa. 43:10, 12, Rev. 2:10, 
2VW) Why wait until the dictator, the con­
centration camp or the prison bars of the 
Devil surround you? Can you wait until 
the witness work by his people is over to 
do it? No, a thousand times no! Get into 
the contest now before Jehovah’s “ strange 
act” at Armageddon!—Isa. 28:21, AS.

"2 A fixed rule of training is that the 
word of Jehovah must be preached. All the 
prophets of old did not put off preaching 
until tomorrow. Jeremiah said that the 
word of God was like a fire burning within 
his bones and he could not keep it in; he 
had to get it out—to preach! (Jer. 20:9) 
Jesus, who started this race for us, was 
anointed by Jehovah to preach. (Luke 
4:18) We must follow in his footsteps and 
preach. Our main job, like his, should be 
the ministry. (1 Pet. 2:21) Paul said: “I
21. Where and how can we train for severer future 
contests ?
22. What is another fixed rule of training as shown by 
what words of Jeremiah, Jesus and others?

am ruined if I do not preach.” (1 Cor. 9:16, 
AT) Fail to preach now and the wicked 
ones’ loss of life will be charged up against 
you. Preach now and you will not be re­
sponsible for their death. (Ezek. 33:8, 9) 
Once we enter, we cannot be absent at 
training time. And training time is now, 
brothers, not tomorrow. Inactivity means 
we are as good as dead. Quit training and 
quit the race and we are dead in God’s 
sight. Do not be dead in the sin of inactiv­
ity. Be active now and live tomorrow, 
brothers!

WHERE TO KEEP THE EYE FIXED
23 Another rule was, keep the eye on the 

prize—the crown of ivy leaves. Today 
some Christians lose sight of the prize held 
out to them. It is not wrong to keep your 
eye on the crown of life. The reason is that 
it is God-given. Jehovah causes desire for 
the reward to spring into our hearts. Make 
it your own. The reward is worth running 
for. It is of no use to say: ‘I am so glad to 
be in the truth and I shall serve Jehovah 
whether I get a reward or not.’ Be careful; 
do not spurn God’s goodness. He put the 
promise before your eyes for a reason. It 
is so that you will reach out and run to the 
end to get it. Make sure that you at all 
times see the reward. As an example of 
this, suppose an earthly father wants his 
son to pass his school examinations. He 
promises him a bicycle if he succeeds. That 
boy will extend himself. Every hour he can 
get will be used to gain knowledge to pass 
the examinations. He sees the prize while 
he studies. He dreams about it. He suc­
ceeds because he wants the bicycle. Jeho­
vah has held out to us, his children, a far 
greater prize, everlasting life. It is proper 
for us to keep the prize before us as an in­
centive to run, because our race is very 
difficult. While we seek the prize, it is the
23, 24. (a) Upon what must we keep our eyes fixed, and 
why? (b) What is our goal, and why will some not
reach it?
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giver of the prize that we love and we want 
to please him.

24 Why do so many fail? Because they 
do not pay attention to this goal of life 
eternal. Paul wrote: “Brothers, I do not 
yet consider myself as having laid hold on 
it; but there is one thing about it: . . . 
stretching forward to the things ahead, I 
am pursuing down toward the goal for the 
prize of the calling above and which God 
extends in Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 3:13, 14, 
AW) The “calling above” applies to those 
of the anointed class. But the call to the 
“other sheep” is also ‘from above.’ Life 
eternal on earth is to the “other sheep” 
just as much to be desired as life in heaven, 
“ the crown of life,” is desired by the 
anointed ones called of Jehovah. (Rev. 
2:10, AW ) What is the difference? One is 
a finer prize, but both bring eternal life, 
and it is life that we want. Some allow 
vision of Jehovah’s purpose, his kingdom 
and his theocratic work to grow dim. They 
will not study privately and do not attend 
study meetings. They have no vision. Such 
will not successfully reach the goal. Where 
there is no vision the people perish. (Prov. 
29:18) In the race have you lost sight of 
the prize? Keep the prize before your eyes 
and you will stay on the track and not get 
sidetracked by the Devil and lose life.

25 Another rule of running is that the 
runner must not look back, nor look behind 
him as he runs. Some come into the race 
and run well for a while. But later they be­
gin to feel that they have left something 
behind. They turn their heads and look be­
hind to consider whether to go back to 
their earlier course of living. Pleasures, 
business, old-world friends, or other things, 
haunt their memories and cause them to 
fall out of the race of integrity keeping. 
For this sort of deflection Jehovah put 
Lot’s wife out of the race. Do you look back
25. Why may we not look back?

247
at the things that are behind? If you do, 
you will stumble and fall out of the race. 
Do not let things behind hinder you from 
getting ahead.—Phil. 3:13.

26 Those who entered into the ancient 
wrestling contest or boxing bout had to 
keep their eyes on their adversary all the 
time. In the modem theocratic contest 
failure to do so entraps many today. In 
some divisions of Jehovah’s team many 
look for an adversary to come in the form 
of dictators, security police or mobs. They 
fail to see in their own contest that the 
real adversary is invisible to human eyes. 
Have you become inactive? If so, you have 
failed to see that we are not fighting a 
blood-and-flesh enemy. Through the eyes 
of Paul we see our enemy. He said that 
“we have a fight, not against blood and 
flesh, but against . . . the wicked spirit 
forces in the heavenly places.”—Eph. 6:12, 
NW.

27 Do you look for a blood-and-flesh ad­
versary instead of an invisible foe? Then 
you show you have lost your spiritual eye­
sight. You have been ambushed by the in­
visible enemy. Brothers who are alert real­
ize now that these days are more danger­
ous than when the Nazis controlled Ger­
many and mobsters ruled in the United 
States, when persecution was rampant al­
most everywhere. Now as never before the 
Devil and the demons oppose Jehovah’s 
work in democratic lands as well as in dic­
tator nations. Like Paul, Peter also warns: 
“Keep your senses, be watchful. Your ad­
versary, the Devil, walks about like a roar­
ing lion, seeking to devour someone.” 
(1 Pet. 5:8, AW ) A roaring lion throws 
the prey that he is stalking off guard by 
roaring with his head close to the ground, 
so the prey cannot determine the location 
of the roaring lion! Are you not deceived 
and do you keenly see the invisible beast-
26, 27. Who is our real enemy, and why is the present 
time especially dangerous?
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ly adversary stalking you at your heels? yes, more energy than you would if you 
If you see him you will put all the energy saw merely the secret police at your heels 
you have into running for the final contest; or the mob at your doorstep!—Rev. 12:12.

Gaining the Prize of Life 
by Active Training Now

THOSE who are 
h a lfh earted  are 

hated by Jehovah and by 
Christ Jesus. (Ps. 119:113,
AS; Hos. 7:8) Oh, they want 
the prize of life all right. They 
like to be with the witnesses of 
Jehovah, but they are lukewarm 
about it. They want to feel the 
excitement. They like the cele­
brating. Yet they do not do any­
thing to give cause for celebrating. Be­
cause they are neither hot nor cold, Christ 
Jesus will vomit them out of his mouth. 
(Rev. 3:14-16) They will lose the race.

2 Those running in the ancient games at 
Corinth knew it meant they had to put 
every ounce of strength into the contest. 
One Greek runner anciently ran the 
twenty-four stadium lengths, enduring 
right to the end and coming in first. As the 
crown was being placed on his head he 
dropped dead. He had attained the goal. He 
had triumphed! But how about us? Do we 
put the race first in order to endure to the 
end? Jesus admonished us to seek first the 
Kingdom and Jehovah’s righteousness. 
(Matt. 6:33) Only by doing this can we 
win. Do not let anything—family, business, 
pleasure, desires, or anything else—inter­
vene in the contest. It will put in jeopardy 
your triumph.
1. How do Jehovah and Jesus Christ view the half­
hearted, and why?
2-4. What must we do and have, and what does it 
take to win?

3 Unswervingly de­
termine to stick in the 

contest until final victory. 
What good does it do a run­

ner to have a strong body if he 
is weak-willed? He will run un­
wisely or, like a poor boxer in 
training, he will beat the air in­
stead of the punching bag. (1 Cor. 
9:26) He is sure to lose because 
he will have no endurance. He 

needs mental determination to have en­
durance. Your heart must be in the race 
and it must be strong, permanently fixed, 
trusting in Jehovah. (Ps. 112:7, AS) 
Wholehearted you must be for completing 
the contest. Yes, determine to overcome all 
obstacles! If you do, it is more than half 
the race. As a runner, you must know the 
pace required by the race. Is it a short race 
or a long one? Does it call for pacing or 
racing the limit? A champion boxer or 
wrestler must have a good mind. He can­
not be a brute bull with no sense. So with 
us, it is not a matter of just strong legs and 
a weak mind. We cannot merely walk from 
door to door, but we have strong minds 
and in our sermons we hit the target with 
the Bible. Run wisely! Use knowledge of 
the Bible and intelligence to win the race 
or to get victory. Build yourself up and 
equip yourself with a knowledge of God’s 
Word. “You have heard of the endurance 
of Job and have seen the outcome Jehovah 
gave.”—Jas. 5:11, NW.
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4 Jesus said that “he that has endured to 
the end is the one that will be saved.” 
(Matt. 10:22, NW) Will you keep endur­
ing? If you do not, you will lose. Adopt 
Paul’s words: “ For I am convinced that 
neither death nor life nor angels nor gov­
ernments nor things here nor things to 
come nor powers nor height nor depth nor 
any other creation will be able to separate 
us from God’s love that is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.”—Rom. 8:38, 39, NW.

“ Haphazard training means lost races. 
Do not publish spasmodically. You will run 
with uncertainty if you do. Paul did not. 
Be regular in training to be qualified. You 
cannot run in fits and starts. It is not just a 
burst of energy here and easing off there 
that wins. Do you think you can redeem 
your lagging behind by a spurt of activity 
for a while and then slip away and let no 
one see you for weeks? You cannot. “The 
race is not to the swift, nor the battle to 
the strong.” (Eccl. 9:11) The Assyrian 
Sennacherib had the superior army and 
the strength, but it was the surrounded 
King Hezekiah, who had faith in Jehovah, 
that won. Remember the old fable about 
the hare and the tortoise? True, the hare 
darted almost out of sight but the tortoise 
won the race. But wait! You know Jeho­
vah’s sure Word is better than any man­
made fable. Why did Hezekiah win? Was 
he swift? Was he strong? He won because 
he submitted himself to Jehovah, in prayer. 
Hezekiah then accepted Jehovah’s answer. 
Through his prophet Isaiah, Jehovah said 
to Hezekiah: “I will defend this city to save 
it, for my own sake and for the sake of my 
servant David.” (Isa. 37:35, That night
Jehovah’s angel slew the enemy—a hun­
dred and eighty-five thousand Assyrians. 
(2 Kings 19) In our fight, too, it is not just 
one punch and the enemy is out. We must 
keep on striking many telling blows. So it
5. (a) Why will not haphazard and spasmodic training 
make us winners? (b) What caused Hezekiah to win?
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cannot be just one set of scriptures or one 
sermon to use in the witness work. For 
them to be varied we must have many and 
versatile ones, and then keep on using 
them aright in offense and in defense of 
the good news.

“ The rule is that to participate in the 
boxing match or test of combat the fighter 
must be fearless. Thus we must be fearless 
in witnessing, confident of our spiritual 
strength and of handling the word of truth 
aright. Fighting in a contest is mentioned 
by Paul in addition to frequent references 
to running. (1 Cor. 9:26; 1 Tim. 6:12; 
2 Tim. 4:7) Remember, preach and be op­
posed! When opposed, what will you do? 
Will you be afraid and quit? If so you will 
be disqualified and put out of the contest. 
Jehovah says: “The cowards and those 
without faith and . . .  all the liars, their 
portion will be in the lake that bums with 
fire and sulphur . . . the second death.” 
(Rev. 21:8, NW) Have fear of man and it 
will lead to a snare, the loss of the prize 
of life. (Prov. 29:25) “The fear of Jehovah 
is the beginning of wisdom.”—Ps. 111:10, 
AS.

7 Ancient contests were won by a team 
or lost by a team, not by one participant. 
It took javelin throwers, discus hurlers, 
wrestlers, jumpers, boxers and runners to 
make up a team. The theocratic organiza­
tion is a great team. Each of us is a small 
unit in it. One member cannot do without 
the others. “For the body, indeed, is not 
one member, but is many.” (1 Cor. 12:14- 
26, NW) Let us think only of the team’s ac­
complishments. When the race is won or 
victory comes, the team, not the individual, 
obtained it. Let honor come and credit go 
to the leader of the team, Christ Jesus. It 
takes the consideration of each for all, and 
of all for each. Then we have real team-
6. Whom may we not fear? why? and whom must we 
fear?
7. Contests’ being won or lost teamwise teaches us what 
lessons?
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work. There are many parts to a vast ma­
chine. For it to operate without friction 
it must have lubrication. Jehovah’s spirit 
and resultant unity are to our organiza­
tion what oil is to the machine.

8 Another rule of contest bans bad asso­
ciation. Old-world friends cling to some. 
Some foolishly cling to old-world friends. 
Paul admonished: “Do not be misled. Bad 
associations spoil useful habits.” (1 Cor. 
15:33, NW) Even some in the organization 
have old-world habits. All are leaven. 
Leaven works its way into your whole life. 
If you do not separate from bad associa­
tions you will lose the race. (1 Cor. 5:9, 
10; 6:9, 10) This is breaking training and 
leads to softening our spiritual muscles. 
It is not whether an associate is a ‘good 
fellow.’ A ‘good fellow’ may be good com­
pany. But is he theocratic company? If not, 
then shun him. Run only with those run­
ning the race. Remember the old proverb: 
“Birds of a feather flock together.” You 
may also recall the old story of the farm­
er’s swan that always swam among the 
cranes. The cranes were destroying the 
farmer’s crops. So he determined to shoot 
them. He killed the cranes and with them 
also his beautiful swan, his prize bird. Do 
not be caught at Armageddon like this 
beautiful but unfortunate swan.

9 Paul wrote that “ every man taking 
part in a contest exercises self-control in 
all things. . . . [Accordingly] I browbeat 
my body and lead it as a slave, that, after 
I have preached to others, I myself should 
not become disapproved somehow.” (1 Cor. 
9:24-27, NW) The ancient contestants con­
trolled their conduct, their lives, eating 
habits, associations, drinking and pleas­
ures. They avoided any and all things that 
detracted from or neutralized their train­
ing. So too must we theocratic contestants
8. Why are bad associations so very dangerous?
9. To avoid being disapproved what must we exercise?
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individually control ourselves in order to 
be triumphant.

10 Let us end our consideration of the 
rules and their effect with the greatest of 
all the rules, love. Paul said that if we do 
not have love we are (1) as ‘sounding brass 
or clashing cymbal’ ; (2) as nothing, and 
(3) as “not profited at all.” (1 Cor. 13:1-3, 
NW) Jesus laid down the rule when he 
said: “ ‘You must love Jehovah your God 
with your whole heart and with your whole 
soul and with your whole mind and with 
your whole strength.’ . . . ‘You must love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no 
other commandment greater than these.” 
—Mark 12:30, 31, NW.

11 Realize that there is no time to waste. 
(Eph. 5:16; Rev. 10:6, NW) Learn well 
the rules and how to apply them. Practice 
these things. Keep the rules and you will 
achieve victory and avoid disaster. The 
final rule, then, as stated by Jesus, is that 
we keep all the rules of the race or contest. 
“ If you love me, you will observe my com­
mandments.” (John 14:15, NW) All the 
rules must be complied with. Not one can 
be violated with impunity.

OUTSTANDING CONTENDERS WHO WON
12 We cannot here leave this subject of 

participants in the theocratic contests 
without considering some of Jehovah’s 
outstanding contenders for the faith, fear­
less fighters and runners who endured.

13 The greatest contestant of all on Jeho­
vah’s team is our Leader, Jesus Christ. 
Since he is our pattern, let us first con­
sider him. (1 Pet. 2:21) The first outstand­
ing obstacle placed before him in his race 
was the opportunity to obtain all the king­
doms of this world. Steadfastly Jesus kept 
in the race by answering the Devil: “Go 
away, Satan! For it is written, ‘It is Jeho-
10, 11. What is the greatest rule? the final rule? and 
how are these related to each other?
12-14. How did Jesus demonstrate himself an outstand­
ing winning contender, gaining what reward?
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vah your God you must worship, and it is 
to him alone you must render sacred serv­
ice.’ ” (Matt. 4:10, N Another hurdle 
Satan placed in Jesus’ race was Peter and 
his human, godless thinking. Peter took 
Jesus aside and raised strong objection 
about threatened injury to Jesus. Peter 
said: “Be kind to yourself, Master.” Was 
Jesus slowed up by this? He answered: 
“Get behind me, Satan! You are a stum- 
blingblock to me.” (Matt. 16:22, 23, NW) 
Before Pilate also Jesus contended for the 
faith by telling him: “ For this purpose I 
have been bom and for this purpose I have 
come into the world, that I should bear 
witness to the truth.”— John 18:37, NW.

14 Shortly afterward Jesus was entirely 
on his own, without companions. He was 
alone in the race to the end and was de­
serted by his associates, but he was faith­
ful right to the last. He put everything 
he had into the race, life itself. He was 
stripped of his clothes, nailed to the stake, 
wearing on his head a crown of thorns. It 
appeared to all that Jehovah had complete­
ly abandoned him. In the eyes of Satan and 
his earthly agents Jesus died as a criminal. 
Speedily Jehovah reversed the scene, right 
before the eyes of Satan. Within three days 
Jehovah rewarded Jesus with a resurrec­
tion to life eternal, and a few weeks later 
Jesus ascended to the right hand of his 
God and Father.—Ps. 110:1, AS; John 
20:17, NW.

15 Jesus Christ’s first follower known to 
have run his course faithfully after Jesus 
finished his was Stephen. He completed his 
contest in the clutches of his enemies. He 
preached even as they were stoning him 
to death. He ran and won the victory 
crown. Death did not cheat him of his re­
ward. Another winner was Paul, who over­
came many obstacles put in his path of the 
race. Consider his report at Second Corin-
15. What example did Stephen give of a victorious con­
tender? Paul?
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thians eleven, verses 23 to 27 (NW).  He 
said he was “ in prisons more plentifully, 
in stripes to an excess, in near-deaths 
often. By Jews I five times received forty 
strokes less one, three times I was beaten 
with rods, once I was stoned, three times I 
experienced shipwreck, a night and a day 
I have spent in the deep; in travels often, 
in dangers from rivers, in dangers from 
highwaymen, in dangers from my own 
race, in dangers from the nations, in dan­
gers in the city, in dangers in the wilder­
ness, in dangers at sea, in dangers among 
false brothers, in labor and toil, in sleep­
less nights often, in hunger and thirst, 
in abstinence from food many times, in 
cold and nakedness.” Later Paul added: 
“I have run the course to the finish, I have 
observed the faith.”—2 Tim. 4:7, NW.

16 Earlier examples of outstanding faith 
in Jehovah are Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego. These three faithful Hebrews 
were commanded to bow down and worship 
the golden image erected in the plain of 
Dura. Would they refuse to do so at the 
cost of being cast into the fiery furnace? 
Having entered the race, they stayed in it, 
calmly reminding the king: “O Nebuchad­
nezzar, we have no need to answer you in 
this matter. If it be so, our God whom we 
serve is able to deliver us from the burn­
ing fiery furnace; and he will deliver us 
out of your hand, O king. But if not, be it 
known to you, O king, that we will not 
serve your gods or worship the golden 
image which you have set up.” Their bold 
defiance infuriated the king. He command­
ed that the furnace be heated seven times 
as hot as usual and the three men be cast 
into it. They flinched not, they refused to 
bow down and remained in the contest. 
They were thrown into the intensified 
roaring fire. As a reward from Jehovah, 
they came out of the flames unsinged and
16, 17. How did the three Hebrews and Samson show 
themselves to be on the winning “team” ? with what 
outcome for each?
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were triumphant through their faith and 
endurance.—Dan. 3:1-27, RS.

17 Let us not forget Samson. In the cus­
tody of his enemies till his hair had grown 
long again Samson was grinding in the 
prison house. He thought of the indignities 
committed against 
h is God Jehovah 
and against himself 
as he was lashed by 
the jeers and taunts 
and cut by the whip 
of his Philistine ene­
mies, who had bored 
out his eyes. His 
feelings worked up 
to their  highest 
pitch and he was about to burst with 
determination to vindicate Jehovah’s 
name. He knew his life was imperiled in 
his final contest. To vindicate Jehovah’s 
name Samson put his whole heart and 
strength into the final fight in the temple 
of the Philistine celebrators of Dagon. He 
knew the contest would take his life. Yet 
he declared: “  ‘Lord Jehovah, remember 
me, please, and strengthen me, please, just 
this once, O God, and let me avenge myself 
upon the Philistines with vengeance for 
one of my two eyes.’ With that Samson 
braced himself against the two middle 
pillars upon which the house was firmly 
established, and got a grasp on them, one 
with his right and the other with his left 
hand. And Samson proceeded to say: ‘Let 
my soul die with the Philistines.’ Then 
he bent himself with 
power and the house 
fell upon the axis lords 
and upon all the peo­
ple that were in it, so 
that the dead that he 
put to death in his own 
death came to be more 
than those he had put
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to death during his lifetime.”—Judg. 16: 
28-30, NW.

18 Another mighty contestant was David. 
Even in youth he personified fearlessness. 
He could not be frightened out of the con­
test. He was bold in Jehovah. Goliath had 
defied Almighty God and his people. Young 
David was overflowing with righteous in­
dignation at this affront to his God, Jeho­
vah. He angrily demanded: “ ‘Who is this 
uncircumcised Philistine, that he should 
defy the armies of the living God?’ . . . 
But David said to Saul, ‘Your servant used 
to keep sheep for his father; and when 
there came a lion, or a bear, and took a 
lamb from the flock, I went after him and 
smote him and delivered it out of his 
mouth; and if he arose against me, I 
caught him by his beard, and smote him 
and killed him. Your servant has killed 
both lions and bears; and this uncircum­
cised Philistine shall be one of them, see­
ing he has defied the armies of the living 
God.’ ” Fearless, David came forward to 
the contest. Although but a youth, he 
courageously met the bully, the giant Go­
liath. To that Philistine David declared: 
‘ ‘You come to me with a sword and with a 
spear and with a javelin; but I come to 
you in the name of [Jehovah] of hosts, 
the God of the armies of Israel, whom you 
have defied.” Note the contrast: a giant 
covered with armor, an expert man of war, 
opposed by a mere lad in his shepherd’s 
togs, equipped only with a slingshot and 
stones! But did David desert the field of 
contest? Was he fearful of losing life? Did 
he leave the battle? Unquaveringly he 

shouted: “This day [Jehovah] will de­
liver you into my hand, and I will strike 

you down, and cut off your 
head; . .  . that all the earth 
may know that there is a
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18. In what particular contest did 
David prove to be a mighty con­
tender?
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God in Israel.” (1 Sam. 17:26, 34-36, 45, 
46, RS) At that David, sling in hand, un­
erringly aimed the stone at the giant’s 
forehead! It hit the mark! Jehovah gave 
David the triumph. The giant fell dead. 
Because of his fearlessness and love of 
Jehovah, David is named as one of those 
who met Jehovah’s approval. (Heb. 11:32- 
34) He is sure of his prize of triumph.

19 Some of these triumphant contenders 
for the faith Paul listed among Jehovah’s 
ancient witnesses to encourage us today 
to run continually in the triumphant man­
ner that they did. For us Paul wrote: “So, 
then, because we have so great a cloud of 
witnesses surrounding us, let us also put 
off every weight and the sin that easily en­
tangles us, and let us rim with endur­
ance the race that is set before us, as we 
look intently at the leader and perfecter 
of our faith, Jesus.”—Heb. 12:1, 2,

20 Now the question is: Will you be one 
of the active Christians running trium-
19. Why did Paul list some of these triumphant con­
tenders at Hebrews 11?
20-22. What course leads to death, and what course to 
winning the prize of life in God’s new world?

•  At Revelation 14:1, 3 (NW)  we read: “And 
I saw, and look! the Lamb standing upon the 
mount Zion, and with him a hundred and forty- 
four thousand having his name and the name 
of his Father written on their foreheads. And 
they are singing as if a new song before the 
throne and before the four living creatures and 
the persons of advanced age; and no one was 
able to master that song but the hundred and 
forty-four thousand, who have been purchased 
from the earth.” W ho are the persons of ad­
vanced age here mentioned?— C. F., United 
States.
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phantly toward the prize of life ? Or will you 
be one of the inactive covenant-breakers 
or sluggards, drifting to your doom of ever­
lasting death? (Rom. 1:28-32) Do not be 
an inactive sluggard, too lazy even to feed 
yourself, and die. (Prov. 19:24; 14:14, RS) 
Remember, if you are not actively for Je­
sus you are against him and must face the 
fate of his enemies. (Matt. 12:30) Have 
you wandered off the racecourse into the 
mire of inactivity? Take hold of yourself 
and swing back quickly! The most thrilling 
and final of all contests, Armageddon, is 
just ahead. By our activity let us all tri­
umphantly “put up a hard fight for the 
faith.”—Jude 3, NW.

21 Under Jehovah’s searching gaze, may 
all of us at seeing the triumphant kingdom 
established in the heavens determine to 
escape inactivity and death. Let us, in­
stead, by activity, win the prize of tri­
umph, LIFE in the new world under Jeho­
vah’s kingdom.

22 Jehovah our God bless you as you 
“contend for victory in the right contest 
of the faith.”—1 Tim. 6:12, NW.

W e are still at agreement with what the book 
Light, Volumes I and II (published in 1930), had 
to say on the matter. Since these “elders” or 
“persons of advanced age” are part of a sym­
bolic vision and are symbolic in their meaning, 
we can determine whom they picture only by 
noting features that mark them and by com­
paring these with scriptures that identify the 
ones who are to bear these features.

The first mention of them, at Revelation 4:4, 
10, states that they are twenty-four in number, 
that they are in heaven and sit on thrones 
around God's throne, that they are dressed in 
white outer garments, and wear golden crowns 
on their heads, and that they worship God, 
falling down from their thrones before him and 
ascribing the source of rulership to him by 
casting their crowns before him.

These features argue that they picture the
144,000 followers of Jesus Christ the Lamb of 
God, although symbolically these persons of
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advanced age are only twenty-four in number. 
This number is twice twelve, and, as illustrated 
in the twelve tribes of Israel, the number 
twelve stands for a completeness of nationhood 
and of organization theocratically. Twice that 
number, twenty-four, would stand for that same 
thing in twofold measure or in a higher de­
gree. Revelation 21:14 speaks of the “twelve 
apostles of the Lamb,” but there are twenty- 
four persons of advanced age and so there is 
no reason to confuse the two. In other words, 
although the twelve apostles were promised to 
sit with Christ in heaven on twelve thrones to 
judge the twelve tribes of Israel (Matt. 19:28), 
the twenty-four persons of advanced age stand 
for more than the Lamb’s twelve apostles. They 
include the twelve apostles and stand for the 
complete nation of spiritual Israel, under the 
King Jesus Christ, the complete theocratic gov­
ernment under the King of kings, Jesus Christ.

In the ancient typical nation of Israel there 
was a priesthood composed of the male de­
scendants of its first high priest Aaron. These 
priests did not all serve together at the tem­
ple continuously, all the time, but only at the 
great national festivals appointed by God. 
Otherwise they served in divisions, each divi­
sion a week at a time each half year. Now note 
that King David established twenty-four divi­
sions of these priests to serve in their turn at 
the temple. John the Baptist’s father Abijah 
belonged to the eighth division; the sons of 
Maaziah made up the twenty-fourth division. 
(1 Chron. 24:1-19, N W ; Luke 1:5-24, 57-67, NW) 
The twenty-four divisions of the priests under 
Israel’s high priest argues that the twenty-four 
persons of advanced age picture the 144,000, for 
these not only reign with Christ but will also 
be “priests of God and of the Christ.” They 
form a “royal priesthood.”— Rev. 20:6 and 1 Pet. 
2:9, N W .

Like the twenty-four elderly persons they will 
sit on thrones in heaven before God, not merely 
the twelve apostles but all the 144,000 members 
of Christ’s body. “And I saw thrones, and there 
were those who sat on them, and power of 
judging was given them. . . . And they came 
to life and ruled as kings with the Christ for 
a thousand years.” Jesus Christ promised all 
the 144,000 followers who would overcome that 
they would sit with him in his throne as he sat 
with his heavenly Father in his throne. (Rev. 
20:4 ; 3:21 and Luke 22:28-30, NW) As kings on 
thrones they would properly wear crowns on
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their heads as Jesus Christ does and just as the 
twenty-four elderly persons are pictured as 
doing. (Rev. 6 :2 ; 14:14, 15; Ps. 21:1-3) The
144.000 while on earth are warned to hold fast 
what they have, that no one may take their 
crown. They are promised the crown of life, of 
glory and of righteousness for proving faithful 
to the end. (Rev. 3 :11; 2 :10; 2 Tim. 4 :8 ; 1 Pet. 
5:4) W e know of no others who are promised 
crowns in heaven; so the twenty-four elderly 
persons must as a symbol restrict itself to the
144.000 overcomers.

Since it is granted to the bride class of the 
Lamb of God to be “arrayed in bright, clean, 
fine linen, for the fine linen stands for the 
righteous acts of the holy ones,” the twenty- 
four elderly persons well picture that fact by 
themselves being “dressed in white outer gar­
ments,” to depict a righteous, holy group. (Rev. 
19:7, 8, NW) In being elderly or persons of 
advanced age thdy are not older than the 
Lamb of God, for he is the oldest of God’s crea­
tions and was used to create all other creatures, 
including the symbolic twenty-four persons of 
advanced age. But by becoming mature Chris­
tians and brothers of God’s oldest creation 
they take on an outstanding eldership or ad­
vancement of age or special degree of maturity 
just like experienced judges and like senators 
in a lawmaking body.

According to Revelation 5:6-10 (NW),  when 
the Lamb of God took the scroll out of the hand 
of God to open it and to cause remarkable 
revelations “the four living creatures and the 
twenty-four persons of advanced age fell down 
before the Lamb,” and these elderly persons 
had each a harp and “golden bowls that were 
full of incense, and the incense means the 
prayers of the holy ones. And they sing a new 
song, saying: ‘You are worthy to take the 
scroll and open its seals, because you were 
slaughtered and with your blood you bought 
persons for God out of every tribe and tongue 
and people and nation, and you made them to 
be a kingdom and priests to our God, and they 
will rule as kings over the earth.’ ”

In the Greek text the masculine gender of the 
participle used shows that the having of the 
harps and golden bowls applies to the persons 
of advanced age and not to the four living crea­
tures (neuter). Revelation 14:1-3 shows that it 
is the 144,000 who, like the twenty-four elderly 
persons, sing a new song and accompany them­
selves on the harp. In Israel the twenty-four 
courses of priests offered up incense at the tern-
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pie at the time of prayer; which fact identifies 
the twenty-four persons of advanced age with 
the 144,000 kings and priests, for their bowls 
are full of incense,.which incense is the prayers 
of the 144,000 holy ones.

And who is it that, like the twenty-four elder­
ly persons, sing the new song about the Lamb's 
death and his purchasing followers out of the 
earth to make them kings and priests more 
than the 144,000 themselves do? No one on 
earth can master that new song before the
144,000 royal priests do. They heartily agree 
with all faithful ones in heaven and earth in 
ascribing worthy things to the Lamb of God 
and they fall down and worship God in appre­
ciation.— Rev. 5:13, 14.

After Jehovah God takes his rightful power 
to himself and the kingdom of the world be­
comes the kingdom of the Lord Jehovah and 
of his Christ the members of the 144,000 Chris­
tians do just the same as the twenty-four per­
sons of advanced age are pictured as doing, 
fall down from their enthroned position and 
worship God and thank him for taking over 
his universal sovereignty and beginning to rule 
as king toward the earth and then declare his 
day of wrath against the wrathful nations and 
his day of judgment concerning the living and 
the dead.

Hence the prophetic picture of Revelation 
11:15-18 concerning the twenty-four elderly 
persons is fulfilled in the members of Christ's 
body, his holy congregation, including the rem­
nant of it yet on earth. They are promoting 
this proclamation of the message of God’s 
kingdom by Christ and of his day of vengeance 
and of his time of judgment. The fact is that 
they, like Jesus Christ, have been anointed with 
Jehovah's spirit to proclaim this very message. 
— Isa. 60:1-3, AS.

It is one of these persons of advanced age or 
presbyters that comforted the apostle John 
with the assurance that the Lamb of God had 
conquered so as to open the scroll in God's 
hand and its seven seals. (Rev. 5:5, NW)  It is 
also one of these twenty-four elderly persons 
or presbyters that informed John that the 
“great crowd" with palm branches ascribing 
their salvation to God and his Lamb were a 
growing class of the present “time of the end," 
namely, the “other sheep" of the lamblike 
Shepherd Jesus Christ.— Rev. 7:13, NW.

This informant elderly person or presbyter 
pictured in his action how the remnant on 
earth of the 144,000 were privileged in the

255
year 1935 to disclose through the columns of 
The Watchtower that the long-misunderstood 
“great crowd" of Revelation 7:9, 10 are the 
“other sheep" with an earthly destiny, whom 
Jehovah's Right Shepherd must now begin to 
gather, bringing them to a oneness with the 
remnant of the spiritual “little flock." This dis­
closure in 1935 made the remnant rejoice very 
much and, like the twenty-four presbyters in 
Revelation 7:11, 12, the remnant fell down 
gratefully and worshiped God, agreeing with 
a hearty Amen to what the “great crowd” were 
ascribing to God and Christ.— Rev. 7:13-17, NW.

Finally, at the fall of Great Babylon, the 
twenty-four presbyters fall down with the four 
living creatures and worship the enthroned 
Jehovah God and take up the call to praise 
Jehovah and say: “Amen! Praise Jah, you 
people!" So they take up the great Hallelujah 
chorus that is sung by all holy creation repre­
sented by the four living creatures. (Rev. 19:4, 
NW) And the remnant of the 144,000, who were 
themselves once captive to Great Babylon, will 
also take up the Hallelujah chorus and will 
lead in it on earth when Jehovah executes his 
final judgments on that wicked organization 
of Satan the Devil.

So viewed from all the circumstances and 
actions of the twenty-four persons of advanced 
age in The Revelation, they must represent the
144.000 faithful members of Christ's body. A  
place was reserved for them in heaven from  
the Edenic time when Jehovah God spoke of 
the seed of his woman, which seed is to bruise 
the Serpent in his head. (Gen. 3:15) Jesus 
Christ told his disciples that he was to ascend 
to heaven to prepare that place up there for 
them. (John 14:1-3) So all these thousands of 
years there has been a reservation for them 
up there, although scripture and fact show 
none of the 144,000 began to take a position 
in that reserved place above until 1918.

Everything had to be done with that reser­
vation for the 144,000 in mind. Whatever the
144.000 have done down here on this earth has 
been done in the face of that heavenly reserva­
tion, hence before the twenty-four persons of 
advanced age, as it were. Just as the two­
horned beast (the British-American dual pow­
er) performed before the great sea beast with 
seven heads (Satan's visible organization under 
seven successive world powers, including the 
two-horned beast), so the 144,000 on earth have 
performed before their symbolic representation, 
the twenty-four persons of advanced age. (Rev.
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13:1-14; 19:20, N W ) But even while on earth, places in union with Christ Jesus." There is 
the 144,000 faithful members of Christ’s body where the remnant thereof finds itself today, 
have been “seated . . . together in the heavenly — Eph. 2:4-7, N W .

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS 
May 27: Activity and Life versus Inactivity and 

Death, H 1-24. Page 241.
June 3: Activity and Life versus Inactivity and 

Death, H 25-27, and Gaining the Prize of 
Life by Active Training Now. Page 247.

vV CHECK YOUR MEMORY
After reading this issue of “The Watchtower”, do you remember—

Î  Why right knowledge of the Bible is so 
important? P. 2 2 8 , H3.
^  Why there is no excuse for being in doubt 
about the existence of God? P. 229, H2.
^  How, in 1951, a great number of Jeho­
vah’s witnesses were forcibly transported 
across Russia to Siberian exile? P. 234, H5.
^  Whether persecution has broken the faith 
of Jehovah’s witnesses in Russia? P. 236, Hi.
^  How the idea that Jesus was a God-Man 
mixes truth and falsehood? P. 238, Hi.

* *  Why real Christians are truly happy? 
P. 240, H3.
^  How the Christian’s race is like that of the 
athletes who compete in games? P. 241, H3.
^  How long the Christian must continue 
training? P. 244, Hl2.
* *  How to endure in God’ s service? P. 248,
H3.

What the greatest rule for Christian vic­
tory is? P. 250, HlO.

Who the twenty-four persons of advanced 
age mentioned in Revelation are? P. 253, H8.


