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THE PURPOSE OF “THE WATCHTOWER?”

Literal towers in Bible times were elevated vantage points from which
watchmen could observe happenings, warn of danger, or announce good
news. Our magazine figuratively occupies such a vantage point, for it is
founded on the very pinnacle of wisdom, God's Word. That elevates it
above racial, national and political propagandas and prejudices, frees it from
selfish bias. It is not bound by any traditional creed, but its message advanc-
es as the light on God’s purposes and works increases.— Habakkuk 2:1-3.

It sees things Scripturally. When it observes this generation afflicted
with greed, delinquency, hypocrisy, atheism, war, famine, pestilence, perplex-
ity and fear, and persecution of unpopular minorities, it does not parrot the
old fable about history repeating itself. Informed by Bible prophecy, it seesin
these things the sign of the world’s time of the end. But with bright hope it
also sees opening up for us just beyond these woes the portals of a new world.

Thus viewed, “The Watchtower” stands as a watchman atop a tower,
alert to what is going on, awake to note signs of danger, faithful to point out
the way of escape. It announces Jehovah's kingdom established by Christ's
enthronement in heaven, feeds his kingdom joint-heirs with spiritual food,
cheers men of good will with glorious prospects of eternal life in a paradise
earth, comforts us with the resurrection promise for the dead.

It is not dogmatic, but has a confident ring in its voice, because it is based
on God's Word. It does not privately interpret prophecy, but calls attention
to physical facts, sets them alongside prophecy, and you see for yourself how
well the two match, how accurately Jehovah interprets his own prophecy.
In the interests of our salvation, it keeps sharp and faithful focus on Bible
truth, and views religious news generally.

‘Be watchful in these perilous times,” God admonishes. So keep on the
watch by regularly reading “The Watchtower”.
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E ARE living in a world of outward
W appearances. Outward appearanc-
es are often deceptive. This can hardly be
illustrated more strikingly than by the case
of the Pharisees. After the return from
Babylonian captivity, Pharisaism became
the faith of the orthodox Jews; in Jesus’
day the profession of Pharisaism became
very popular, even a fad. To be a Phari-
see meant respectability. Outwardly the
Pharisees appeared wholly righteous, in-
deed, the most religious of men. Always
numbered in their ranks were men of sin-
cerity and of the highest standing. Yet
what do we find? That the Pharisees took
a prominent part in plotting the death of
Jesus. How can we ex-
plain that? By under-
standing that the Phari-

Outward show is no substitute for™
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garments.” (Matt. 23:5, NW) These

scripture-containing cases or phylacteries
were leather cases containing strips of vel-
lum on which were written the words of
Exodus 13:1-10, 11-16; Deuteronomy 6:4-
9; 11:13-21. These phylacteries, worn on
the forehead or on the arm, became an im-
portant appendage of the Pharisee’s ap-
pearance, so much so that some wore them
ostentatiously broad. This was either that
they might have the more written on them,
or that, the characters being larger, they
might be the more visible; thus they could
acquire greater esteem among the people.

For this reason Jesus said to them:
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo-
crites! because you re-
semble whitewashed
graves, which outward-

sees were religious fad-
dists; they had religion
in form but not in truth.

In the twenty-third
chapter of Matthew we
read how Jesus scath-
ingly denounced these
religious faddists: “All

inner worth. Especially is this true
in religion, for God looks upon the
heart. Why, then, do some people
practice religion but prove false to
its power? Is the present boom in
religion a sign of true faith or just
a hollow fad? READ THIS ARTICLE
AND THE ONE FOLLOWING.

ly indeed appear beauti-
ful but inside are full of
dead men’s bones and of
every kind of unclean-
ness. In that way you
also, outwardly indeed,
appear righteous to
men, but inside you are

the works they do they do to be viewed
by men; for they broaden the scripture-
containing cases that they wear as safe-
guards, and enlarge the fringes of their

full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.”—Matt.
23:27, 28, NW.

Just as a “wolf in sheep’s clothing” is
more dreadful to the unsuspecting flock,
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so those outwardly righteous religionists
were a great source of peril to others. Je-
sus emphasized this by using another force-
ful illustration: “Woe to you, because you
are as those memorial tombs which are not
in evidence, so that men walk upon them
and do not know it!” (Luke 11:44, NW)
Since the law of Moses considered unclean
those who had touched anything belonging
to the dead, the Jews took care to have
their tombs whitewashed each year, that,
being easily discovered, they might be
avoided. But the Pharisees—their unclean-
ness was not apparent, they were hidden
graves, unsuspected tombs! The people
stumbled on the Pharisees, not knowing
they had touched death and were “defiled.”

Outward show but no inner worth: that
was the religion of the Pharisees. They
were the kind of religious faddists well de-
scribed by Christ’s apostle as “men cor-
rupted in mind and despoiled of the truth,
thinking that godly devotion is a means of
gain.” But not only the Pharisees were
faddists. The entire Jewish nation was
deeply religious; their form of godly devo-
tion was highly impressive but inwardly

does the American president open his
cabinet meetings with silent prayer, not
only is there a meditation room for prayer

N. Y.

Brooklyn,

their religion was hollow. Most of them
stumbled on Jesus, rejecting him as the
Messiah; not only that, but in the days of
the prophets they showed that their godly
devotion rested on a substratum of selfish-
ness. So Jesus told the religious faddists:
“You hypocrites, lIsaiah aptly prophesied
about you, when he said: ‘This people hon-
ors me with their lips, yet their hearts are
far removed from me.”—1 Tim. 6:5;
Matt. 15:7, 8, NW.

The case of the religious faddists in Je-
sus’ day is most significant now. Why? Be-
cause Christ's apostle foretold as a con-
crete sign of the last days of this present
wicked system of things that there would
be a boom in religion—Pharisaical religion.
Do we see it? Do we see multitudes of peo-
ple who have religion in their confessions,
their catechisms, their prayers, their songs,
their books, their oaths and their mottoes
but are yet destitute of the power of godly
devotion? In short, do we see people who
have religion in form but not in truth? For
the views of prominent clergymen on these
guestions see the following article.

in the Capitol in Washington, not only do
religious books appear week after week on
best-seller lists, not only have the words
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“In God we trust” been in-
scribed on United States
postage stamps, but what is
more significant is that
church construction has
reached an all-time high as
the pews of established
churches overflow. More-
over, statistics in the Year-
book of American Churches
for 1956 show that 97,482,-
711 Americans are now
church members—about 60
per cent of the population.
This compares with a fig-
ure of only 16 per cent a
century ago. “Apparently
people are interested in re-
ligion,” stated yearbook edi-
tor Dr. Benson Y. Landis,
“to an unprecedented degree in modern
times.” What does all this mean?

The consensus of opinion among promi-
nent clergymen who have recently spoken
on the subject is that the religious boom
means little because it is more hollow than
sound, more of a fad than of faith.

Thus it was that cleric C. Newman Hogle
of New York’s First Methodist Church in
Jamaica, Queens, agreed with Billy Gra-
ham that the current religious boom is in
a number of ways “hollow.” (New York

USE OF RELIGION
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zine for September 20,1955,
Dr. Blake raised the provoc-
ative question: “Is the re-
ligious boom a spiritual
bust?” His answers, too,
suggested that religion has
become a fad.

But why should religion
become a fad? Because peo-
ple are finding that religion
can often get them what
they want. This is the opin-
ion of leading clergymen.
Declared cleric Henry Knox
Sherrill, presiding bishop of
the Protestant Episcopal
Church in America: “Much
of the revival of religious
interest seems to place the
emphasis on using God for
our own purposes of success, of health, of
freedom from burdens and strain.” (Look,
September 20, 1955) Agreeing with this is
cleric James A. Pike, dean of New York
city’'s Cathedral of St. John the Divine.
Said Dean Pike: “In the realm of personal
religion, there is a tendency to seek to
use God as one of a number of resources
to enable us to get what we want and enjoy
life as we would. True religion puts God
first and us second; its true prayer is: ‘Thy
will be done with our help; not my will be

T im e s September 12,1955) And preach8fne with Thy help.’”—New York Times,

writer Bernard lddings Bell, canon of the
Episcopal Church, said: “Religion has be-
come a fad. There’'s an awful lot of people
joining the church, but what it means |
don’t know. I'm not sure it means any-
thing___ It's too easy to be in the church.”
(Time, January 17, 1955) Also expressing
the view that the religious boom may be
just a “fad” or a “shadow” is Dr. Eugene G.
Blake, a leading Protestant spokesman and
president of the National Council of
Churches of Christ in the United States.
Writing in a feature article in Look maga-

September 6, 1955.

A similar appraisal of the religious boom
was expressed by Dr. Blake in his Look
magazine article. It has become fashion-
able now, says cleric Blake, to “make an
instrument out of God” by using religion
for selfish ends. Explains Dr. Blake: “Con-
cern is expressed today that many people
with a new religious interest are attempt-
ing to turn that interest into magic; to use
God for their own purposes rather than to
serve God and find his purposes. To try to
use God for any purpose, however noble,
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is always wrong. . . . The concern of the
churches is that there appears to be a
growing interest in what a religion can do
for a man, without an accompanying moral
concern about what a religious man ought
to be and do.”

In what ways are the masses using re-
ligion for their own selfish gain? Rabbi
William F. Rosenblum of New York’'s Tem-
ple Israel suggested that much of the re-
vival is “just a flight from fear.” Dr.
Landis, editor of the American churches
yearbook, suggested that “the awesome
destructive power of atomic energy may
have something to do with it.” And Dr.
Blake aptly raised the question whether
the religious boom is the “parallel of fox-
hole religion in the age of atomic fission.”

Closely related to those who use reli-
gion to escape from fear are the peace-of-
mind seekers, those who go to church to
be soothed and lulled by music, prayer and
psychology. Of these Dr. Blake writes:
“Perhaps the most popular religious move-
ment in American churches today is the
effort to purvey ‘peace of mind’ to anxious
men. Here again, we need to remember
that a Christian ought to be poised in spir-
it, an integrated person above the fear and
anxiety neuroses that affect so many mod-
em men. . . . The Christian Gospel must
not be distorted to give a sense of peace to
men where there is no peace and ought not
to be.”

Another reason why religion is becom-
ing a fad is its use in the quest for suc-
cess, the kind of success qualified by the
word “financial.” Of this Dr. Blake writes:
“Mammon is dressed up in modem clothes
and the word of Jesus is changed from:
‘Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His
righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you,’ to the slightly different
but idolatrous, ‘Believe in “the Man up-
stairs” and he will make you prosperous
and successful.” ”

Brooklyn, N.Y.

Also throwing light on the fad for reli-
gion is the increase in the number of people
who crowd the offices and haunts of the
Father Divines, the Oral Roberts and the
Prophet Joneses and the hundreds of other
purveyors of faith who suggest that they
have direct commissions from God to pro-
vide everyone with health. Of the teeming
adherents of faith healers, Dr. Blake
writes: “Modem man, worried about the
security of his job, is also neurotically con-
cerned about his health. . . . People would
not go to healers unless they believed
themselves sick and knew nowhere else
to go.”

The dread of communism also illumi-
nates the religious fad, for people have
come to view religion as the instrument to
combat communism. “Here again,” says
Dr. Blake, “to try to use God or religion
even for this vital purpose is to make an
instrument out of God.” Similarly, Dean
Pike comments: “We are told that we
should return to religion to strengthen us
against communism. Of course we are
against communism and if as a people we
were truly devoted to God—with Him first
in our lives—we would be secure and noth-
ing would disturb our peace. But to seek
to use God, who is everlasting, as a means
to attain something that is earthbound—
something that is part of the passing show,
namely, our particular national interest—
is to turn things completely around.”
—New York Times, September 6,1955.

Then there is the feeling prevalent
among religious faddists that church at-
tendance is a useful family practice and
not unhelpful to one’s reputation. Of this
gleaming cloak of respectability furnished
by religion, philosopher John Dewey wrote:
“It seems to me that the chief danger to
religion lies in the fact that it has become
S0 respectable. It has become largely a
sanction of what socially exists—a kind
of gloss upon institutions and conventions.”
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(TheChristian Century, July 13, 1955) It
is this mantle of respectability that many
religious faddists find expedient to wear.

But the use of religion as a cloak of re-
spectability does not conceal the world’s
moral rottenness. The greatest morals de-
cline in history brands the present reli-
gious revival as “hollow.” Though church
membership in the United States has
grown faster than the population the grim
fact remains that crime has grown faster
than church membership. Thus Dr. Blake
writes: “Today in our country, it is a cause
of worry that morality seems to be on a de-
cline at the moment when there appears to
be a religious boom.” Then he declares:
“Religion without morality is no religion
at all.”

So vising religion as a blind for moral
badness is another of the instruments used
by faddists. Of course, there is nothing
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wrong with such things as the desire for
health, the desire for success and the de-
sire for peace. But when they are “made
into objects of man’s ultimate concern,”
declares Dr. Blake, “then they become
idols and their devotees fanatics. Then re-
ligion is just a fad, the ‘thing to do.” Then
our faith is but a shadow, a spiritual bust.”

What the modern world is experiencing,
then, is a boom all right, but it is a boom
in false religion. This in itself is most sig-
nificant. For a boom of false religion, an
precedented number of religious faddists—
all this constitutes further evidence of the
“last days” sign: “Know this, that in the
last days critical times hard to deal with
will be here. For men will be lovers of
themselves, . . . having a form of godly
devotion but proving false to its power.”
—2 Tim. 3:1-5, NW.

“50RIETHIRG RRDIChiLV UIR0OI1G™

C. Back in 1879 a noted pastor wrote about the lack of mental alertness on the
part of a large number of parishioners. Why this mental stagnation? Pastor
T. Dewitt Talmage gave his answer in the Christian Herald of January 23, 1879;
the answer is enlightening today; “When | was a layman, worshiping in the
pews, | noticed that religion was very often associated with dullness. ... 1
noticed what every layman notices and remarks, that there is something rad-
ically wrong in the Church of God at this day. In our boyhood days we tried
every kind of art to keep awake in church. We ate caraway-seed, and cloves,
and cinnamon, and held up one foot until it began to ache, and pinched ourselves
until we were black and blue. Or we got stimulus from an older brother who
stuck us with a pin. . . . What is the use of hiding the fact that there is much
sleeping done in the churches? Many of our churches are great Sunday dormi-
tories. Men who are troubled at home with insomnia and cannot sleep on the
pillow at night, find in churches sometimes the needed anodyne. If we do not
keep our audiences awake, it is the fault of us, the clergy, and not the fault
of the people.”

Insight into the Spiritual Famine

Under the heading “Wanted— Good Jokes” a publication called Bowman's Facts
and Fun for Farmers recently contained the following request: “lI want all the
new, clean, mild or hilarious jokes | can get. | cannot get too many of them.”
The request was signed “Rev. R. B. Fisher, Medina, Ohio.”



Hi SIA, the largest of the continents, is
C./» a gigantic land mass. What success
do Jehovah’s witnesses have in preaching
to its 1,272 million inhabitants?4 The an-
swer is that they find it slow and difficult to
make progress, but progress there is. Asia
is the home of heathendom. It is the center
of Eastern culture. It is the nursing ground
for the great non-Christian religions of Mo-
hammedanism, Hinduism, Buddhism and
Confucianism. This gives rise to a compli-
cated, conglomerated state of mind that is
difficult to describe. Asiatics are steeped in
tradition and ancient folklore. No matter
how illogical or unreasonable a matter may
seem to the Western mind, to the Eastern
mind it is accepted as fact without proof.
Their complicated languages reflect a state
of early confusion stemming from the days
of the confusion of tongues at Babel. The
Asiatic mind finds it difficult to accept new
ways, to simplify and to make advanta-
geous changes. They fear conversion and
dislike others’ offering them help. Many
continually live in a realm of unreality and
refuse to face modern facts of life. The
abounding of idolatry, ancestor worship
and immorality (practically no moral re-
straints exist, through having no concep-
tion of sin) has brought the mentality of
the Asiatic very low; so low, in fact, that
many lead an existence not far from that
of animals. To such a degree of debasement
has the Devil driven these masses. Never-

al1955 World Almanac; statistics do not include the
U.S.S.R.
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theless, Jehovah has some of honest and
contrite heart in these lands who are being
hunted out by His witnesses.

In 1942 the vast continent of Asia was
practically untouched as far as Jehovah's
witnesses were concerned. In that year 406
ministers were reported active in six
lands, mostly in or near India. In Japan the
work was banned during the war years.
From March to May, 1947, the Society’s
president, together with his secretary,
made an extensive tour throughout the Far,
Middle and Near East visiting witnesses in
Asiatic lands.b Arrangements were made
to open missionary centers in all these
various countries visited. At first in 1947
only seventeen missionaries were sent, but
by 1955 there were 186 missionaries scat-
tered in 18 lands of Asia, including Ja-
pan. Language has been a great barrier
and the missionaries have worked hard
to communicate with the peoples in their
own tongue. From 406 in 1942 the number
of active ministers in Asia rose to 4,541
in 1955. After much difficulty solid foun-
dations have been laid in such countries
as Lebanon, Palestine, Pakistan, Burma,
Thailand, India, Korea, parts of China and
finally in Japan.0

Actually Asia should be called the
“dark” continent as far as true Chris-
tianity is concerned. Note the following
small beginnings.3

bW 1947, pp. 236—240é 251-256.

I ff 1951, pp. 588, 6S1-637; 1948 Yearbook, p. 165;
1950 Yearbook, pp. 189, 190.
d 1954 Yearbook, p. 273; 1956 Yearbook, pp. 32-37.
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Year (l)\#ugt%%rs Nhhjinr:itﬁgrgf Pre’;‘ghr?rk])ge II’—|%]:Jrs
1942 6 406 93,223
1947 8 475 140,661
1952 19 2,274 504,301
1955 18 4,541 915,269

Today there is only one of Jehovah's wit-
nesses for every 280,000. What need there
exists for the preaching of the good news
in this continent! But now that a solid
start has been made, the power of God's
Word will reach out until many more in
this vast human sea of spiritual darkness
transform their thinking to that of pure
Christianity.

ISLANDS OP THE PACIFIC

Completing our world survey of the
global expansion of Jehovah's witnesses,
we finally come to the beautiful islands of
the Pacific including the Philippines, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand and the many others.
In this vast expanse of the Pacific
live more than 110 million islanders
made up of Polynesians, Asiatics and
Europeans. In some respects their lot
is better than that of those masses
on the mainland of Asia. Asiatic cul-
ture, thinking and religion hold con-
siderable influence over these insular
inhabitants. European political dom-
ination having been exercised over
these islands for generations, demo-
cratic ways, too,
are manifest. So
here the Eastern
mind meets the
Western mind,
this resulting in
a mixture of
thinking. Con-
siderable educa-
tion secularly is avail-
able for a large seg-
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ment of the population. The Bible has been
circulated here in several languages for
more them a century. All this has made for
easier Christian development and expan-
sion. The people do not live at such a rapid
pace of life. They are friendly and quite
readily receive Jehovah's witnesses as wel-
comed visitors.

In Australia the witnesses had estab-
lished a branch office of the Watch Tower
Society away back in 1903, and they had
in course of time expanded from there to
New Zealand and other islands. Though
the Pacific war was still at its height in
1942, nevertheless three lands reported
4,275 active ministers. N. H. Knorr and
M. G. Henschel made a flying trip early in
February, 1947, to all the major centers
in the Pacific, holding conventions, seek-
ing out places for missionary homes and
making plans for wide-scale expansion®
In this same year thirteen Gilead mission-
aries reached some of these islands to

commence their
educational work.
By 1955 the num-
ber of missionar-
ies had increased
to 85. The num-
ber of native is-
land ministers of
the witnesses for
1955 had in-
creased to the
amazing number
of 38,325.
“Let them give glory unto Jeho-
vah, and declare his praise in the
islands.” (Isa. 42:12, This
is truly having a literal fulfill-
ment in our times since 1945,
as can be seen from the follow-
ing figures.1
eW 1947, pp. 140-144, 171-176.

f 1954 Yearbook, p. 273; 1956 Year-
book, pp. 32-37.
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vear  ofLands Ministers  Preaching Hours
1942 3 4,275 701,037
1947 6 7,385 1,390,228
1952 12 26,690 3,590,037
1955 19 38,325 5,421,019

Powerful preaching is under way in the
Pacific to enable thousands more of Jeho-
vah's “other sheep” to find their way to
the theocratic New World society in
“Beulah” land. In 1955 there was one min-
ister of Jehovah's witnesses for every 2,800
islanders. Light of the new world is
reaching out to these faraway places.
Not one place is overlooked by Jehovah's
Right Shepherd. May the hours of pro-
claiming Jehovah's glorious name continue
to increase as more ministerial proclaimers
take up the gladsome preaching of the
good news.

This global expansion study may be
summarized in the following total picture
of the preaching work accomplished by
Jehovah's witnesses world-wide, including
1955.s

EARTH-WIDE REPORT

Year Egrﬁgls Miﬁ?st?elrs Prea;:rﬁitﬁé Hours
1942 54 115,240 28,464,352
1947 86 207,552 43,842,305
1952 127 456,265 68,703,699
1955 158 642,929 85,832,250

This represents a tremendous effort in
carrying out Jesus’ commission: “This
good news of the kingdom will be preached
in Jill the inhabited earth for the purpose
of a witness to all the nations, and then
the accomplished end will come.” (Matt.
24:14, NW) So for earth’s present popula-
tion of 2,400 million there is one of Jeho-
vah's ministers serving for each 3,732 in-
habitants. Still Jesus’ words are applica-
ble: “Yes, the harvest is great, but the

g 1954 Yearbook, p. 273; 1956 Yearbook, pp. 36, 37.

Brooklyn, N.Y.

workers are few.” (Matt. 9:37, NW) The
scope for continued global expansion is
very great. May Jehovah's way of mercy
be held open for a while longer to enable a
larger proportion of earth’s present gener-
ation to come to the light of true Christian
thinking.

All this global Christian activity has re-
quired organization and planning. Millions
of Bibles have had to be distributed. Other
millions of Bible publications and text-
books have had to be written, printed and
translated into a hundred different lan-
guages. This work is not done by paid
workers but is activity that is volunteered
by dedicated and devoted ministers of Je-
hovah. Great amounts of money are con-
tributed and millions of preaching hours
are unselfishly spent in carrying out such
a global educational program of preaching.
The world headquarters of the Watch
Tower Society are located in Brooklyn,
New York, and from there through 78
branch offices the administration is ef-
fected. L Printing plants manned by Bethel
workers (full-time volunteers) are oper-
ated in Brooklyn; Wiesbaden, Germany;
Berne, Switzerland; Jakobsberg, Sweden;
Elandsfontein, South Africa; Sydney, Aus-
tralia; Toronto, Canada; and London, Eng-
land. Minor printing operations are under-
taken at practically each branch office. The
world-wide staff of Bethel office and fac-
tory full-time workers serving at the
Brooklyn headquarters and the 78 branch-
es numbers 1,101.*

In addition to the 1,814 Gilead-trained
foreign missionaries there is a large staff
of pioneer and special pioneer (local) mis-
sionaries of 15,197. These are full-time
ministers who make a great constructive
contribution to the preaching campaign.
The methods of preaching are uniform
throughout the world. The Watchtower

h1956 Yearbook, p. 66.
11956 Yearbook, p. 66.
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magazine now regularly appearing in forty-
one languages, 2,300,000 copies of each
issue, maintains a uniform, spiritual feed-
ing service. In this manner a remarkable
world-wide unity of thinking, devotion and
activity has been attained and is being
maintained.

Already Jehovah's witnesses speak the
one pure language, the language of Bible
truth. Jehovah’s sacred revelations for man
are brought together and preserved in the
greatest book, the Bible. Jehovah is no re-
specter of nationality and he has given this
treasure of His Word to all lovers of right-
eousness. The Bible has universal appeal
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and is powerful in overthrowing all false
thinking. Jehovah’'s witnesses are ever
busy studying these Scriptures to work up
arguments and proofs that can be used to
help people in their local territories to
become free from traditional wrong think-
ing. Missionaries spend hours and years in
studying to communicate in native foreign
languages. Jehovah's witnesses put forth
this great effort as a contribution of love
to aid their world neighbors. Additionally,
all this loving activity adds up to produc-
ing a shout of global praise to the Univer-
sal Sovereign, Jehovah.—Heb. 4:12, NW.

(To be continued)

Field Experience

From the Watch Tower Society's
Nigerian Branch

C. Sunday morning we all gathered to
advertise the public meeting. Every house
in the village would be called on with a
personal invitation. The people soon real-
ized that something important was on!

C. | went straight to the village head and
told him my mission. He was very pleased
and assured me of his co-operation. The
time arrived, we fixed our microphones
and made everything ready. The people,
having never seen sound equipment be-
fore, had already gathered in a crowd of
over 700.

C. The local religionists were not pleased
that Jehovah's witnesses should assemble
the largest crowd the village had ever
seen. Nor were they pleased about the
subject, “Christian Conduct in an Ungod-
ly World,” for they feared there was
something in store for them in view of the
bad seeds they had sown in the village.
They could get no co-operation from the
village head, who told them, 'You often
ring your bell to call people to come and
hear you. Why should | stop Jehovah’s
witnesses? | never try to stop you.’

€L The lecture begun, these religionists
started their nuisance tactics, but the au-
dience was solidly for us. The religionists
formed themselves into a group and be-
gan dancing and shouting, but the sound
equipment was too powerful and drowned
them out. Frustrated, they rushed over
to the church and began clanging the bell.
No success. Then they rushed to their
homes and gathered up all their native
drums and paraphernalia and started
making a tremendous din. That was
enough! Angrily, members of the audi-
ence demanded silence. No result. Infuri-
ated, they rushed at the religionists,
ripped their drums away from them and
dragged them to an empty house nearby
and locked them in, setting a guard.

C. The lecture over, the 854 people pres-
ent showed their warm appreciation but
warned us to remove our sound equipment
before the rowdies were let out, otherwise
they would try to destroy it. Then the door
was opened. Instead of pouring out fight-
ing mad, as everyone expected, there was
silence. Like Satan in the abyss, they were
lying around the floor fast asleep.

When | consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars,
which thou hast ordained; what is man, that thou art mindful of him?
and the son of man, that thou visitest him?—Ps. 8:3, 4, AS.



‘The TABLE OF DEMONS’

vV |

“The TABLE OF JEHOVAH?”

“Yow cannot be drinking the cup of Jeho-
vah and the cup of demons; you cannot be

HE altar of God is called a “table,”
because the sacrifice offered upon
it is compared to food. (Ezek. 41:22)
Hence it is the priests that serve at this
sacrificial table: “The priests the Levites,
the sons of Zadok, that kept the charge of
my sanctuary when the children of Israel
went astray from me, they shall come near
to me to minister unto me; and they shall
stand before me to offer unto me the fat
and the blood, saith the Lord Jehovah:
they shall enter into my sanctuary, and
they shall come near to my table, to min-
ister unto me.” (Ezek. 44:15,16, In a
complaint against priests that failed of
their duty he said: “Ye offer polluted bread
upon mine altar. And ye say, Wherein
have we polluted thee? In that ye say, The
table of Jehovah is contemptible. And
when ye offer the blind for sacrifice, it is
no evill and when ye offer the lame and
sick, it is no evil! . . . my name shall be
great among the Gentiles, saith Jehovah
of hosts. But ye profane it, in that ye say,
The table of Jehovah is polluted, and the
fruit thereof, even its food, is contempt-
ible.”—Mai. 1:7, 8,11, 12,
2Priests presenting God’'s food on his
altar must be clean in habits: “They should
prove themselves holy to their God and
they should not profane the name of their

1. Why is Jehovah's “table” called by that name, and
what complaint did he have against those serving at it?
2. Why should the priests prove themselves holy, and
how must the sacrificial food be in order to be accepted?

44

partaking of
table of demons.”—1 Cor.

‘thetable of
10:21,

God, because they are those presenting
Jehovah's offerings made by fire, the bread
of their God, and they must prove them-
selves holy.” “And the priest must make
it smoke on the altar as food, an offering
made by fire to Jehovah.” To be accepted
on Jehovah'’s altar table the sacrificial food
must be sound, without defect.—Lev. 21:
6, 21; 3:11; 22:21, 25,

3The table of demons is the altar on
which sacrifice is offered to them. The de-
mons are unseen wicked spirit intelligenc-
es, and the ancient Israelites were repeat-
edly tempted to sacrifice to them. “They
went sacrificing to demons, not to God,
gods whom they had not known, new ones
who recently came in.” “Yea, they sacri-
ficed their sons and their daughters unto
demons, and shed innocent blood, even the
blood of their sons and of their daughters,
whom they sacrificed unto the idols of
Canaan; and the land was polluted with
blood.”—Deut. 32:17, Ps. 106:37, 38,
AS.

41n the first century of the Christian era
the followers of Christ in pagan lands were
put to a test as regards animals sacrificed
to pagan idols. A part of the sacrificial ani-

3. What is the “table of demons,” and who were im-
properly led to sacrifice to them?

4. To what test were first-century Christians put, and
how did the governing body decide on the question?

and the



January 15, 1956

mal was offered upon the idol altar, a por-
tion was assigned to the idol priests, and
the rest of the flesh was consumed by the
worshipers, in a feast either in the temple
or in a private house. However, because of
financial need or for selfish gain, some
gave the flesh to the butchers to sell in the
meat market or shambles. As this flesh
had been offered up to idols and to the
demons represented by them, the ancient
Israelites looked on it as something de-
testable and defiling to eat of such flesh.
What should the Gentiles who became
Christians do in this matter? The govern-
ing body of the first-century Christians
met to discuss the question and then de-
cided that the “necessary things” were:
“To keep yourselves free from things sac-
rificed to idols and from blood and from
things Killed without draining their blood
and from fornication.”—Acts 15:22-29,
NW.
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anyone should see you with your knowl-
edge reclining at a meal in an idol temple,
will not the conscience of that one who is
weak be emboldened to the point of eating
foods offered to idols? Really, by your
knowledge, the man that is weak is being
ruined, your brother for whose sake Christ
died. But when you people thus sin against
your brothers and wound their conscience
that is weak, you are sinning against
Christ.”—1 Cor. 8:1, 4, 10-12,

6 But there was more than the matter

of conscience. There was the danger of
liability of committing the sin of idolatry
by eating things offered to idols. In bring-
ing argument to bear against committing
idolatry in this manner the apostle Paul
uses the fact that those sanctified Chris-
tians to whom he wrote celebrated the
“Lord’s evening meal,” or, “the Lord’s
supper,” as it is called, the yearly memo-
rial of the Lord Jesus’ death.—1 Cor. 11:

5 In the ancient pagan city of Corinth20, NW.

Greece, there was a synagogue of Jews,
and as a result of Paul’'s preaching a num-
ber of them, including the
presiding officer of the syn-
agogue and his household,
became Christians. Many
other Corinthians also be-
came Christians. In Corinth
there was a shambles, or
meat market, where flesh
of animals that had been ceremonially
offered up first to idols was sold. In his
first letter to the Corinthian Christians,
beginning with its eighth chapter, the
apostle Paul discusses the question “con-
cerning the eating of foods offered to
idols.” He advises against eating such in
order that Christians without the proper
knowledge and understanding might not be
shocked at the sight or be tripped into doing
something against their conscience. “For if

5. Against eating what foods did Paul advise the Chris-

tians, and why for the sake of one’s brother?

7 The course of Paul's argument throws

light on the meaning of the Lord’s evening

meal, and we arrive at truth by following
it. He says: “Now these things became our
examples, for us not to be persons desiring
injurious things, even as they desired
them. Neither become idolaters, as some
of them did; just as it is written: ‘The peo-
6. What more was there to it besides conscience, and
why should the sanctified Christians avoid the danger?
7. Hence what does the apostle Paul say at 1 Corin-

thians 10: 6-22 in his argument in which he refers to the
Lord’s evening meal?
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pie sat down to eat and drink, and they
rose up to revel boisterously [before the
golden calf].” Neither let us practice forni-
cation, as some of them committed forni-
cation [together with the worship of Baal
of Peor], only to fall, twenty-three thou-
sand of them in one day____ Therefore, my
beloved ones, flee from idolatry. | speak as
to men with discernment; judge for your-
selves what | say. The cup of blessing
which we bless, is it not a sharing in the
blood of the Christ? The loaf which we
break, is it not a sharing in the body of
the Christ? Because there is one loaf, we,
although many, are one body, for we are
all partaking of that one loaf. Look at that
which is Israel in a fleshly way: Are not
those who eat the sacrifices sharers with
the altar? What, then, am | to say? That
what is sacrificed to an idol is anything, or
that an idol is anything? No; but | say that
the things which the nations sacrifice they
sacrifice to demons, and not to God, and |
do not want you to become sharers with
the demons. You cannot be drinking the
cup of Jehovah and the cup of demons; you.
cannot be partaking of ‘the table of Jeho-
vah’ and the table of demons. Or ‘are we in-
citing Jehovah to jealousy’'? We are not
stronger than he is, are we?”—1 Cor. 10:
6-22, NW.

8 Hence it would be advisable for
Christian not to go to an idol temple to eat
a meal, the meat of which has been offered
to the temple idol. Why? To avoid giving
weak-minded observers the thought that
one is worshiping the idol and to avoid the
danger of yielding compromisingly to idol
worship. As for the flesh that is sold in
the makellon, or meat market, Paul goes
on to say: “Everything that is sold in a
meat market keep eating, making no in-
qguiry on account of your conscience, for
‘the earth belongs to Jehovah, and so does
8. So why would it be well to avoid going to an idol

temple to eat or well not to eat if a Christian brother
shows the flesh was first offered to idols?
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its fullness’. If anyone of the unbelievers
invites you [to his home or to a feast] and
you wish to go, proceed to eat everything
that is set before you, making no inquiry
on account of your conscience. But if any-
one [notyour unbelieving host, but a Chris-
tian brother of weak conscience] should
say to you: ‘This is something offered to
a god,’ do not eat on account of the one that
disclosed it and on account of conscience.
‘Conscience,’ | say, not yours, but that of
the other person. For why should it be
that my freedom is judged by another per-
son’s conscience? If I am partaking [of
flesh] with thanks [to God], why am |
to be spoken of abusively over that for
which | give thanks? Therefore, whether
you are eating or drinking or doing any-
thing else, do all things for God’s glory.”
—1 Cor. 10:25-31, NW.

SHARING WITH DEMONS

9 When anyone eats flesh that was of-

fered to idols and does so with the thought
of honoring the idol by his eating, what is
he doing? He is partaking of the table of
demons; he is making himself a sharer
with the demons; he is having communion
or participation with them. How so? Ex-
amine again the above-quoted verses
(1 Cor. 10:18-21, NW) and you will see
dhat the apostle Paul uses fleshly Israel as
an illustration and asks: “Are not those
who eat the sacrifices sharers with the
altar?” The eaters of the sacrifices were
not merely the priests but also the Israelites
who furnished the sacrifices. Concerning
"the priests Paul asks in the preceding chap-
ter: “Do you not know that the men per-
forming sacred duties eat the things of the
temple, and those constantly attending at
the altar [Jehovah's table] have a portion
for themselves with the altar?” (1 Cor.
9:13, NW) However, when the Israelites
9. By eating flesh in honor of demons what is one doing,

and what illustration of this does Paul draw from the
sacrificing by the Israelites?
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presented peace-offering sacrifices or com-
munion sacrifices, then the lIsraelites also
ate some of the sacrifice. (Lev. 7:11-37)
The blood of the communion sacrifice was
sprinkled upon Jehovah's altar, and the
fat was burned upon the altar, as Jeho-
vah's direct part of the sacrifice. The fat
of it was his “bread” or “food.” (Lev. 3:11;
7:14, 22-26; 9:18-20; 17:5-7; 21:6; 22:25)
The breast and right leg of the communion
sacrifice became the priest's
who officiated at the sacrifice.
(Lev. 7:28-36; 9:21; 10:14,15)
The remainder of the flesh was
eaten by the Israelites who pre-
sented the communion sacrifice.
—Lev. 7:15-:

D Thus
the Israel-
ites who
ate from
the com-
munionsac-
rifice were
sharing
with or having communion with the altaron
which it was sacrificed. That altar belonged
to Jehovah God; it was Jehovah’s table
upon which his food was offered to him by
his priests. Hence by eating of the same
communion sacrifice of which the fat was
offered as food to Jehovah God, the Israel-
ites were having communion or a meal in
common with him. They were already his
people by his choosing them and by the
covenant that he had made with them
through the mediator Moses. But now by
partaking of the communion sacrifice along
with his priest and his altar they were
having special communion with Jehovah
God. They were partaking of the typical
“table of Jehovah.” Thus the fitness of the
name “communion sacrifice,” although the
Greek Septuagint Version of the Hebrew
10. By eating from the communion sacrifice what were

the Israelites having, and so what can we say about the
name of the sacrifice?
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Scriptures calls it a peace sacrifice and a
sacrifice of salvation.—1 Sam. 10:8; 11:15;
13:9; 1 Ki. 3:15; 8:63, 64; 9:25; Lev. 3:1;
22:21, LXX.

N To enjoy this special communion with

God at his table the Israelites were forbid-
den to sacrifice to the demons: “They must
bring [their animals] to Jehovah to the
entrance of the tent of meeting to the
priest and they must sacrifice these as com-
munion sacrifices to Jehovah. And the
priest must sprinkle the blood upon Jeho-
vah's altar at the entrance of the tent of
meeting and he must make the fat smoke
as a smell of appeasement to Jehovah. So
they should no longer sacrifice their sacri-
fices to the goat-shaped
demons.”—Lev. 17:5-7,
NW.

» For a like re

worshiper of the living
and true God should
avoid idol sacrifices, ar-
gues Paul. Not that the
idol in itself is anything
more than the gold, sil-
ver, stone, wood or other
material of which it is
made. Nor that the thing
sacrificed to the idol
takes on any new quality or value that
changes it from being still a creation of
Jehovah God. But that lifeless, material
idol represents a demon. “All the gods of
the peoples are idols; but Jehovah made
the heavens.” (Ps. 96:5, “All the gods
of the nations are demons [devils]. But
as for the Lord, He made the heavens.”
(Septuagint, Thomson; Bagster) So when
a worshiper at a sacrificial feast ate part of
the animal sacrificed to the idol, he was
partaking of the “table of demons,” for
11. To enjoy this communion with God what does
Leviticus 17: 5-7 show the Israelites were obliged to do?
12. Is it because the idol and the animal sacrificed to
it amount to anything, or just why is it that Paul ad-

vises against eating from such sacrifice, in 1 Corin-
thians, chapter 10?
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the idol altar belonged to the demons.
When he drank of the wine cup at such a
sacrificial feast he was drinking from the
“cup of demons.” He was becoming a
‘sharer with the demons,’ having commun-
ion with them. That is why Paul said to
the Christians at Corinth: “The things
which the nations sacrifice they sacrifice
to demons, and not to God, and | do not
want you to become sharers with the de-
mons. You cannot be drinking the cup of
Jehovah and the cup of demons; you can-
not be partaking of ‘the table of Jehovah’
and the table of demons.” Jehovah is jeal-
ous; he demands exclusive devotion.

BBBut to what does Paul here refer by
this “cup of Jehovah” and this “table of
Jehovah”? It is connected with the cup
and the loaf that Paul is using in his argu-
ment as to why Christians should avoid
any confusion about “foods offered to
idols.” Says he: “The cup of blessing which
we bless, is it not a sharing in the blood
of the Christ? The loaf which we break,
is it not a sharing in the body of the
Christ?” (1 Cor. 10:16, Here Paul
refers to the cup and the loaf that the
Lord Jesus Christ used when he set up
the “Lord’s evening meal,” or “Lord’s
supper,” commonly called “communion”
throughout Christendom. Hence, before we
bring Paul’'s argument forward to its appli-
cation to us today, let us turn back nine-
teen centuries to what Jesus did in the
year 33 (A.D.).

“THE LORD’S EVENING MEAL”
MUFour of Jesus’ disciples, Matthew,
Mark, Luke and Paul, give us detailed de-
scriptions of what took place then. Mat-
thew was personally there as one of the
twelve apostles. Paul received his informa-

13. With what does the apostle Paul there show the
“cup of Jehovah” and the “table of Jehovah” to be
connected ?

14. Where did Jesus arrange to celebrate his last pass-
over, and with whom, and why with them?
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tion about it “from the Lord” by direct
revelation. (1 Cor. 11:20, 23) All the ac-
counts differ somewhat in language and in
some details, but all unitedly establish the
main features. As a faithful Jew according
to the flesh, Jesus gave instructions for
celebrating the passover at Jerusalem, the
holy city where Jehovah had placed his
name. (Deut. 16:1-7) With whom did Jesus
celebrate this his last passover that night?
Not as in previous years with his family,
that is, with Mary his earthly mother and
with her sons, Jesus’ half brothers. Of
course, she and her sons were at Jerusalem
for the passover, for the next afternoon
Mary was at the torture stake on which
Jesus was hanged and he talked to her
from it. Her other sons had doubtless
brought her up to Jerusalem for the pass-
over. However, as passover celebration
groups at Jerusalem were small, generally
about ten, Jesus arranged to celebrate this
final passover with his twelve apostles. At
the table he said to them: “I have greatly
desired to eat this passover with you be-
fore | suffer; for | tell you, I will not eat
it again until it becomes fulfilled in the
kingdom of God.” (Luke 22:15, 16,

So Jesus had something special in mind for
this passover night. What? The setting up
of a new supper or evening meal for them.

5 Here is how it proceeded and what

Jesus said, according to Matthew, who was
there: "“As they continued eating, Jesus
took a loaf and, after saying a blessing, he
broke it and, giving it to the disciples, he
said: ‘Take, eat. This means my body.’
Also he took a cup and, having given
thanks, he gave it to them, saying: ‘Drink
out of it, all of you; for this means my
“blood of the covenant” which is to be
poured out in behalf of many for forgive-
ness of sins. But | tell you, I will by no
means drink henceforth any of this product

15. What is Matthew's description of the Lord’s eve-
ning meal?
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of the vine until that day when | drink it
new with you in the kingdom of my
Father.’ Finally, after singing praises, they
went out to the mount of Olives.”—Matt.
26:26-30, NW.

BThe whole loaf that Jesus took was of
unleavened bread or an unfermented cake.
No leaven was legally allowed in Jewish
houses at passover nor for seven days
afterward. (Ex. 12:8, 15, 17-21; 13:6-10)
Jesus did not slice the loaf with a knife.
The loaf of unleavened bread was flat and
brittle. So he broke it as was the usual
way when eating bread at all meals in
those days. (Matt. 15:36; 14:19; Mark
8:6, 19; Luke 24:30; Acts 27:35) First,
however, he pronounced a blessing; he
blessed God. This is why Luke and Paul,
in their accounts, say he offered thanks:
“Also he took a loaf, gave thanks, broke it,
and gave it to them, saying: ‘This means
my body which is to be given in your be-
half. Keep doing this in remembrance of
me.”” (Luke 22:19,
So no special meaning need be attached to
his breaking the loaf; he did this in order
to distribute it to them, as when he fed
the five thousand and then the four thou-
sand.

T7But Jesus did put a special meaning
upon the loaf that he broke and gave them:
“This means my body which is to be given
in your behalf.” By these words he did not
perform a miracle, transmuting or tran-
substantiating the loaf, changing it from
unleavened dough into human flesh. He
still had all his own flesh; he had to have
all his flesh, unblemished, with nothing
taken away from it, in order to offer him-
self as a perfect sacrifice. His body had
to be like the passover lamb of which they
had just eaten and which lamb pictured
him, “the Lamb of God that takes away the
sin of the world!” In what way? In this
16, 17. (a) What did Jesus do with the loaf of bread?

(b) Why did Jesus not transmute or transubstantiate
the loaf into his own flesh?
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way: “The sheep should prove to be sound,
a male, a year old, for you.” Yes, “like that
of an unblemished and spotless lamb, even
Christ’'s.” So he did not transmute the
loaf, but merely used it to symbolize his
body.—John 1:29 and Ex. 12:5 and 1 Pet.
1:19, NW.

BHis body? Yes; his own body, his
whole body, head and all, that he was to
give for them. Jesus meant his own body,
the body with which he next associates his
own blood when speaking of the cup. For
thirty-three and a half years that body
had held the blood that was to be poured
out on the torture stake at Calvary. The
life of that fleshly body was its blood.
When he came to John to have that body
baptized Jesus quoted Psalm 40:6-8 and
applied it to himself: “Hence when he
comes into the world he says: “ ‘You did
not desire sacrifice and offering [of
beasts], but you prepared a body for me.
You did not approve of whole burnt-

NAML ©tfierinnigg3aad) sin offering.” Then | said,

“Look! I am come (in the roll of the book
it is written about me) to do your will, O
God.”’ Heb. 10:5-7, NW.

1Since that body was to be given for his
disciples, he did not take it back at his
resurrection from the dead, but Almighty
God his heavenly Father prepared another
body for him, not on earth but in heaven,
a spiritual body, “a building from God,...
everlasting in the heavens.” (2 Cor. 5:1,
NW) In his natural, earthly body Jesus
bore reproaches from the lips of opposers.
“Christ suffered in the flesh,” and in spite
of it all he kept his integrity toward God
untarnished. The apostle Peter also says:
“Even Christ suffered for you, leaving you
a model for you to follow his steps closely.
He committed no sin, ... He himself by
imputation bore our sins in his own body
upon the stake.” (1 Pet. 4:1; 2:21, 22, 24,
18. Which body did Jesus mean by “my body” ?

19. What did Jesus bear in that body, and through it
what did he open up for his disciples?
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NW) He gave up his human existence, his
existence in the flesh, for his disciples.
Thus he opened up the way for them to
go to heaven, a “way of entry into the holy
place by the blood of Jesus, which [way]
he inaugurated for us as a new and living
way through the curtain, that is, his flesh.”
—Heb. 10:19, 20, NW.

A Jesus was not merely flesh, some blood-
less incarnation or materialization. He
came to ransom human children of blood
and flesh, and so it is written: “Since the
‘voung children’ are sharers of blood and
flesh, he also similarly partook of the same
things, that through his death he might
destroy the one having the means to cause
death, that is, the Devil.” (Heb. 2:14, NW)
Hence in setting up this evening meal that
his disciples were to celebrate in remem-
brance of him Jesus called attention to the
part that his blood was to perform. He
took the cup, full of what he said was the
“product of the vine.” Then, “having given
thanks, he gave it to them, saying: ‘Drink
out of it, all of you; for this means my
“blood of the covenant” which is to be
poured out in behalf of many for forgive-
ness of sins.”” (Matt. 26:27, 28, NW; Mark
14:23, 24) “This cup means the new cove-
nant by virtue of my blood, which is to be
poured out in your behalf.” (Luke 22:20,
NW) Thus Jesus remarked on the special
use that his blood was to serve, namely,
the putting into force of a new covenant
with the forgiveness of the sins of many
disciples. So he gave blood and flesh for
them.

2LNote, please, that by his words Jesus
was not likening his blood to that of the
passover lamb. It is true that the passover
lamb typified Jesus, “the Lamb of God.”
It is also true that the blood of the pass-
20. What part was Jesus’ blood to perform, and how
did Jesus point to this at the evening meal?
21. Why was Jesus here not likening his blood to that

of the passover lamb, but whose words was Jesus here
quoting ?
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over lamb in ancient Egypt was splashed
on the doorposts and lintels of the Israel-
ites’ houses for Jehovah'’s destroying angel
to see and so pass over their houses with-
out slaying their first-born children and
animals inside. Just like that, the disciples
of the Lamb of God must have their “hearts
sprinkled from a wicked conscience” and
openly confess his blood. (Ex. 12:7, 21-23;
Heb. 10:19, 20, 22; 9:14, So, too,
they are ransomed “with precious blood,
like that of an unblemished and spotless
lamb, even Christ’'s.” (1 Pet. 1:19, NW)
However, it was not the blood of the
passover lamb that put into force the law
covenant which the prophet Moses medi-
ated. It was not the blood of the passover
lamb that was sprinkled upon the law book
of the covenant and upon the people, Moses
then saying: “Here is the blood of the
covenant that Jehovah has concluded with
you as respects all these words.” (Ex.
24:7, 8, NW) No, it was the blood of differ-
ent animals; and because Jesus was point-
ing forward to the making of a new cove-
nant between Jehovah God and his dis-
ciples, he quoted Moses’ words, “blood of
the covenant,” and applied these words to
his own blood.

2  What animals were slain at the inau-

guration of the “former covenant” at
Mount Sinai? Concerning them the apostle
Paul writes: “A covenant is valid over
dead victims, since it is not in force at any
time while the human covenanter is living.
Consequently neither was the former cove-
nant inaugurated without blood. For when
every commandment according to the Law
had been spoken by Moses to all the people,
he took the blood of the young bulls and
of the goats with water and scarlet wool
and hyssop and sprinkled the book itself
and all the people, saying: ‘This is the
blood of the covenant which God has laid
22. According to the apostle Paul, what animals were

slain at the Inauguration of the “former covenant” at
Mount Sinai?
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as a charge upon you.”” (Heb. 9:17-20,
NW) Goats as well as young bulls were
slain to provide blood.

ZNow notice the kind of sacrifices that
they offered for inaugurating the old law
covenant in the third month after the
passover: “After that [Moses] sent young
men of the sons of Israel and they offered
up burnt offerings and sacrificed bulls as
sacrifices, as communion offerings to Jeho-
vah. Then Moses took half the blood and
put it in bowls, and half the blood he
sprinkled upon the altar [Jehovah's table].
Finally he took the book of the covenant
and read it in the ears of the people. Then
they said: ‘All that Jehovah has spoken
we are willing to do and be obedient.” So
Moses took the blood and sprinkled it upon
the people and said: ‘Here is the blood of
the covenant that Jehovah has concluded
with you as respects all these words.””
—EX. 24:5-8, NW.

2Notice that there were not only burnt
offerings but also communion offerings.
These latter were usually of small cattle
such as sheep or goats, and Paul shows
that these communion offerings included
goats. This means that not only Jehovah
got the fat of such communion sacrifices
but also the priests got the right leg and
shoulder of them, and, if the priests did
not get all the rest of such communion
sacrifices on this occasion, then Israel’s
representatives, the “seventy of the older
men of Israel,” ate the rest of the com-
munion sacrifices. Thus all of Israel by
means of its priests and its representative
men had communion with Jehovah God at
his altar when the old law covenant was
inaugurated. The blood of all those bulls
and goats slaughtered there at Mount Sinai
pictured the blood of Jesus Christ, the
mediator of Jehovah's new covenant, for
23, 24. (a) According to Moses, what kind of sacrifices
were offered for inaugurating the old law covenant?

(b) What was done with the flesh and what with the
blood, and whose blood was pictured by such?
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the blood of those animals was mixed
together in bowls and was then sprinkled
upon the law book and people. It is writ-
ten of Jesus: “He entered, no, not with the
blood of goats and of young bulls, but with
his own blood, once for all time into the
holy place and obtained an everlasting re-
lease for us.” (Heb. 9:12, NW) Jesus died
sacrificially to provide his blood.

5Jehovah promised to do away with the
old law covenant and provide a new cove-
nant by a prophet greater than Moses. This
he stated in Jeremiah 31:31-34. As re-
spects his part in the new covenant Jeho-
vah said: “I will forgive their iniquity,
and their sin will I remember no more.”
Now for iniquity to be forgiven and sin to
be legally removed something was neces-
sary as a basis for this new covenant.
What? Shed blood. Hebrews 9:22, which
follows the account of the inaugurating of
the former covenant, says: “Yes, nearly all
things are cleansed with blood according to
the law, and unless blood is poured out no
forgiveness takes place.”—NW.

BSo it was necessary for the blood of
Jesus as a perfect human sacrifice to be
poured out in order to release us from the
condemnation of sins and transgression,
from which condemnation we could not be
released by the animal sacrifices under the
former law covenant. (Heb. 9:15, NW)
Since the new covenant promised God'’s
forgiveness of sins and since the wine in
the cup pictured Jesus’ clean, perfect life-
blood necessary to that new covenant,
Jesus rightly said: “This means my ‘blood
of the covenant’ which is to be poured out
in behalf of many for forgiveness of sins.”
(Matt. 26:27, 28, NW) Those Christians
who are taken into the new covenant and
who thus become spiritual Israelites are

25. What did Jehovah at Jeremiah 31: 31-34 promise to
provide, and why was blood necessary as a basis for it?
26. So what did Jesus rightly say at the Lord's evening
meal, and who, then, properly drink of the cup?
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properly the Christians entitled to drink of
the cup of the Lord’s evening meal.

DRINKING HIS BLOOD

Z' By drinking the cup the Christian spir-
itual Israelites picture themselves as being
in the new covenant and as receiving the
benefit of it, God’s forgiveness of sins
through Jesus’ blood. By drinking that cup
they picture themselves as drinking his
blood. By drinking that cup they picture
themselves as being benefited, not con-
demned. By drinking Jesus’ blood in that
pictorial way they are drinking, not con-
demnation to themselves, but, instead, life
benefits, for there is life in that blood. By
figuratively drinking his blood through
faith they are not condemned to death, no
more than by eating his body, his flesh,
figuratively through faith, can they be con-
demned as eating forbidden food to their
death. Instead, they benefit themselves to
life everlasting.

BJesus presented the matter from that
standpoint when he said to the Jews, many
of whom were shocked: “Most truly | say
to you, He that believes has everlasting
life. I am the bread of life. Your forefathers
ate the manna in the wilderness and yet
died. This is the bread that comes down
from heaven, so that anyone may eat of it
and not die. | am the living bread that
came down from heaven; if anyone eats
of this bread he will live forever; and, for
a fact, the bread that | shall give is my
flesh in behalf of the life of the world.
.. . Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of
man and drink his blood, you have no life
in you. He that feeds on my flesh and
drinks my blood has everlasting life, and |
shall resurrect him at the last day; for
my flesh is true food, and my blood is true
drink [not death-dealing, notillegal drink].
27. By drinking from that cup in what covenant do they
picture themselves as being and as how affected?

28. How did Jesus present the matter from that stand-
point, in John, chapter 6?
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He that feeds on my flesh and drinks my
blood remains in union with me, and I in
union with him. Just as the living Father
sent me forth and | live because of the
Father, he also that feeds on me, even that
one will live because of me. This is the
bread that came down from heaven. It is
not as when your forefathers ate and yet
died. He that feeds on this bread will live
forever.” Simon Peter said that these were
“sayings of everlasting life.”—John 6:47-
58, 68, NW.

DJesus gave flesh as well as blood in be-
half of the life of his followers. He sym-
bolized both of these essentials to gaining
everlasting life by the loaf and the cup of
wine at the evening mead that he set up.
He stated that the cup of wine represented
the literal blood necessary to validating the
new covenaint. In a parallel mamner, the
loaf that he broke and distributed must
equally have a literal humam value; it must
meain his body of flesh which he gives for
the life of those who gain the new world.

PDrinking his blood does not meain un-
dertaking the responsibility for his death,
but means gratefully accepting it by faith
and imbibing the benefits of his lifeblood
poured out in sacrifice. Those who de-
manded Jesus’ death by hanging on the
torture stake were the ones that were
shocked at the thought of drinking his
blood and that refused to drink it by faiith.
It was those men who undertook the re-
sponsibility for his death aifter governor
Pontius Pilate had said: “l am innocent
of the blood of this mam.” They said: “His
blood come upon us and upon our chil-
dren.” (Matt. 27:24, 25, Later the
Jewish Supreme Court objected to the
apostles: “You are determined to bring
the blood of this mam [Jesus] upon us,”
29. What two essentials did Jesus give for the life of
his followers, and to correspond with the cup’s meaning
what must the loaf mean?

30. What does drinking his blood mean, but what did
those Jews shocked at the thought of such do?



January 15, 1956

and yet they refused to drink Jesus’ blood
figuratively and thus show they were inno-
cent.—Acts 5:27, 28,

3lFor thus faithlessly refusing to drink
his blood those Jews were not brought into
the new covenant and did not drink the
only life-giving “true drink” to salvation.
Many were priests. Hence the apostle says
concerning those priests who refused Jesus’
sacrifice and who kept on serving at the
material altar in Herod's temple in Jerusa-
lem: “We have an altar from which those
who do sacred service at the tent have no
authority to eat. For the bodies of those
[atonement day] animals whose blood is
taken into the holy place by the [Jewish]
high priest for sin are burned up outside
the camp [of Israel]. Hence Jesus also,
that he might sanctify the people with his
own blood, suffered outside the gate [of
Jerusalem]. Let us, then, go forth to him
outside the camp, bearing the reproach he
bore.” (Heb. 13:10-13, Those who go
forth to him outside this old system of
things drink his blood figuratively by faith.
They are entitled to drink it emblematical-
ly from the cup at the “Lord’'s evening
meal.” Each one of them fully esteems the
“blood of the covenant by which he was
sanctified.” (Heb. 10:29, They worth-
ily eat of the emblematic loaf because they
can say: “By the said ‘will' [of God] we
have been sanctified through the offering
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all
time.”—Heb. 10:10, NW.

SHARERS WITH JEHOVAH RATHER
THAN WITH DEMONS

2Does what is said in the foregoing
paragraphs harmonize with the apostle
Paul's words in 1 Corinthians 10:16-21?

31. What does Paul say concerning those Jewish priests
who refused to drink, and so who is entitled to drink
Jesus’ blood emblematically at the Lord’s evening meal?
32, 33. (a) By eating of the communion sacrifice with
whom were the lIsraelites having communion, and why
so? (b) How did idol worshipers share with the demons
and drink their cup?
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It should do so; and does it? There Paul
is talking about sacrifices, those to demons
and those to Jehovah God. These sacrifices
were in the nature of communion sacri-
fices, and the altars upon which they were
offered were likened to ‘tables,’” because
sacrificial food was offered upon them.
That upon which sacrifices were offered to
Jehovah God He himself called “the table
of Jehovah.” (Mai. 1:7, 12, When a
communion sacrifice was offered to Jeho-
vah, a drink offering of wine was also com-
manded to accompany it, to be poured upon
the altar. (Num. 15:8-16; Ex. 29:40; 30:9)
When the worshipers ate their allowed por-
tion of the communion sacrifice they were
“partaking of ‘the table of Jehovah'” and
they were “partaking with thanks.” By
eating the sacrifices, the fat of which had
been burned on the altar, the blood being
sprinkled upon it, they were “sharers with
the altar.” That altar belonged to Jehovah
God; it was his table upon which his food
was offered. So by sharing in a sacrifice
with Jehovah they were in reality sharing
with Jehovah; they were having commun-
ion with him, enjoying food together.

BLikewise when idol worshipers sacri-
ficed to the demons and ate their portion
of the sacrifice, they were “partaking of
. . . the table of demons.” They were thus
“sharers with the demons” ; they were hav-
ing communion, company, association,
with the demons, enjoying food with them.
When they drank from a cup of wine at
the feast in honor of the demons, they
were “drinking . . . the cup of demons.”
This shows what occurs when one partakes
of the Lord’s evening meal.

ABy making the above comparison, the
apostle Paul indicates that the Lord’s eve-
ning meal is to be viewed as a sacrificial
meal. What, then, are the “loaf which we
break” and the “cup of blessing which we
34. By this comparison, how is the Lord’s evening meal

to be viewed, and so what are the loaf and the wine
cup to be discerned as meaning?
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bless” to be understood as meaning? The
loaf of unleavened bread is to be discerned
as the “body of the Christ,” which he gave
to God for the life of the world, his sinless
flesh, which is “true food.” The cup of wine
over which Jesus gave thanks is to be dis-
cerned as the “blood of the Christ,” with
which he validated the new covenant, and
which is “true drink.” This complete sacri-
fice of the Christ is here viewed as being
like the communion sacrifice at the inaugu-
rating of the covenant, the fat of which
was made to smoke on Jehovah’s altar
and the blood of which was divided, half
of it being sprinkled upon God's altar and
the other half of it being sprinkled first
upon God'’s law book and then upon the
people taken into the covenant. The great
altarlike arrangement upon which Christ's
sacrifice is offered up the apostle Paul calls
“the table of Jehovah,” and of this “table”
the Christians in the new covenant par-
take. The cup of Christ’s blood, which is
sprinkled upon Jehovah's great altar ar-
rangement and upon the symbolic book of
his new covenant, is the “cup of Jehovah,”
and it is symbolized by the wine cup of the
Lord’'s evening meal.
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each year at the Lord’'s evening meeil?
“The cup of blessing which we bless, is it
not a sharing [Greek, ] in the
blood of the Christ? The loaf which we
break, is it not a sharing [ ] in
the body of the Christ?” Yes, but sharing
in these things with whom? Of course, it
is a sharing with all the “congregation of
God,” with all who “have been sanctified
in union with Christ Jesus, called to be
holy ones.” (1 Cor. 1:2, NW) That is to
say, with all the spiritual Israelites who
are in the new covenant.

¥$ But is that all? Is that as far as the

apostle Paul's argument goes here? No!
Because we are also sharing with Jehovah
God, and primarily with him. Just as par-
taking worshipfully of sacrifices offered to
idols means to “become sharers with the
demons,” so our partaking of the one great
sacrifice to Jehovah, Christ’s sacrifice once
for all, means to become sharers with Je-
hovah, to have communion with him. We
accept as a sacrifice for us Christ’s sacri-
fice that was offered to Jehovah. Of course,
Jehovah does not share in the literal loaf
of unleavened bread and in the literal cup
of wine at the Lord’s evening meal, but he

3$ The Christians in the new covenanshares in the real flesh and blood of which

who drink of the wine cup and eat of the
loaf of unleavened bread show by this ac-
tion that they are partaking of the human
sacrifice of Christ, both of its blood and
of its flesh. They are thus picturing how
they are “drinking the cup of Jehovah”
and “partaking of ‘the table of Jehovah,””
being “sharers with the altar.” They are
picturing how they are partaking of the
benefit of forgiveness of sins and of salva-
tion through Christ’s blood-and-flesh sacri-
fice. So now the big question is, With whom
are they sharing or having communion,
companionship, association, when doing
this by faith each day and symbolically
35. By partaking of the loaf and cup, of what larger

things do Christians picture themselves as partaking,
and with whom on earth do they have a visible sharing?

the loaf and cup are mere emblems. By
jointly partaking of this one and only ac-
ceptable sacrifice to God, the benefits of
which he makes available to us, we and He
are parties to one new covenant. Yes, and
we are having a sharing together, a com-
munion, a partnership with him, just as we
do in the matter of divine enlightenment.
On this it is written: “That which we have
seen and heard we are reporting also to
you, that you, too, may be having partner-
ship [ koino h with us. Furthermore,
this partnership [
the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.
If we make the statement, ‘We are having
36. But with whom primarily are they sharing, and of

what things? And how is this true of divine enlight-
enment also?

koino hof ours is
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partnership [
yet we go on walking in the darkness, we
are lying and are not practicing the truth.
However, if we are walking in the light as
he himself is in the light, we do have part-
nership
the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from
all sin.”—1 John 1:3, 6, 7,

¥ The choice, then, is between Jehovah
God and the demons. No course of com-
promise, no being lukewarm, no limping
upon two different opinions, like crutches,
can be acceptable. There must be a full,
undivided worship of the one true God Je-
hovah or of the false demon gods. If those
Christians in the new covenant come to-
gether to “eat the Lord’s evening meal,”
doing so in remembrance of him, and they
then partake of the emblems, the loaf and
the cup of wine, then they are declaring
that they are partaking of “the table of
Jehovah” and that they are “sharers with
the altar” of Jehovah. For this reason they
have to be all for him. They cannot divide
their worship and service. They cannot
also participate in the sacrifices that the
nations of this world (including Christen-
dom) are offering to the many idols of
various kinds in this modem age.

BAt one and the same time, you cele-
37. So the eaters of the Lord's evening meal must be
all for whom, and why so?

38. How could partaking of the emblems of the Lord’s

evening meal be acting a lie, and to what would it be
inciting Jehovah, to what consequences?
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cannot be drinking the cup of Jehovah and
the cup of demons; you cannot be partak-
ing of ‘the table of Jehovah’ and the table
of demons.” So the apostle Paul says. “Do

[Jcoino-ni‘aJwith one anothemamdbecome unevenly yoked with unbe-

lievers. For . . . what fellowship [

ni‘a] does light have with darkness? . . .
And what agreement does God’s temple
have with idols? For we are the temple of
the living God.” (2 Cor. 6:14-16, NW) By
trying to divide up your love, your devo-
tion, your worship and your service be-
tween Jehovah God and the demons, you
are acting out a lie if then you attend the
Lord’s evening meal and partake of the
emblems. By that you pretend to have
fellowship with the God of light or to share
with him, but you are not actually doing
so at all. You are fooling yourself. You
are acting hypocritically. You are “walk-
ing in the darkness, . . . are lying and are
not practicing the truth.” You are “incit-
ing Jehovah to jealousy,” for “he is a God
exacting exclusive devotion.” He will not
accept a divided love. (Ex. 34:14, NW)
Such inciting of Him leads to serious conse-
quences. Why? Because, as Paul asks, “we
are not stronger than he is, are we?”
(1 Cor. 10:22, NW) No, we are not. So
we have no measure of strength able to
withstand and overpower the destruction
that he brings upon us for inciting him to
jealousy.—Ps. 78:58-64.

"One!Bodv” of Parta]leers

HOSE Christian spiritual Israelites
who are in the new covenant should
be undivided in their worship and service
1. How should eaters of the Lord's evening meal be in

their worship and service of Jehovah, and to what “one
body” does Paul refer in arguing for this?

of Jehovah both individually and as a con-
gregation. That is why, after speaking of
the cup and loaf of the Lord’'s evening
meal, the apostle says to such ones: “Be-
cause there is one loaf, we, although many,
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are one body, for we are all partaking
[eating] of that one loaf.” (1 Cor. 10:17,
NW) To which body does Paul here refer
by the words “one body” ? Not to the per-
sonal, fleshly body of Jesus which is sym-
bolized by the loaf of unleavened bread.
No, but to the entire congregation of spir-
itual Israelites of which Jesus Christ is the
spiritual Head. This congregation under
him is later spoken of in this same letter
of Paul as Christ's body: “Now you are
Christ’'s body, and members individually.
And God has set the respective ones in the
congregation.”—1 Cor. 12:27, 28,

21In the first three chapters of this let-
ter Paul shows that the congregation,
Christ’'s body, should be undivided in its
thinking and acting. It must therefore be
undivided in its stand toward the Lord’'s
evening meal and toward all that it obli-
gates a member of the congregation to be
and to do. If all members partake of the
Lord’'s evening meal, then they should
stick together and be one body. When set-
ting up the Lord’s evening meal Jesus used
just the one loaf, and he did so to indicate
that those partaking of the loaf or Jesus’
body of flesh were just “one body” under
him their Head. Those spiritual Israelites
in the new covenant who partake of the
one unleavened loaf are having a meal to-
gether in common. By this they picture
that they are “one body,” partaking of
the same benefits and privileges, eating at
the same spiritual table. No matter how
many they are, still they are “one body,”
for they are “all partaking [eating] of
that one loaf.” Jehovah God is not sharing
with them in this “one body,” for he is not
a member of it. Jesus Christ is the Head of
that “one body,” but is under Jehovah.
“The head of the Christ is God.” (1 Cor.
11:3, NW) As Head, Jehovah accepted
Jesus’ sacrifice.

2. Jesus used just one loaf at the evening meal to indi-

cate what fact, and why is it that Jehovah does not
share in the “one body” that Paul mentions?
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3In itself the one unleavened loaf does
not symbolize this “one body” under Jesus.
That loaf symbolizes the human body that
Jesus sacrificed. The act of eating that
loaf in common participation is what in-
dicates that all the eaters are “one body,”
“Christ's body.” By partaking of the flesh
and blood of Jesus Christ they have all re-
ceived justification from God or have been
declared righteous. This justification of
them in the flesh has not been an end in
itself. That is, the matter did not stop
there, but this justification or declaring
them righteous was given them for a spe-
cial purpose. What? To serve as a stepping-
stone toward their being sacrificed with
Christ and then being begotten by Jehovah
God to become his spiritual children, a
“holy nation, a people for special posses-
sion,” in a new covenant with him. (Rom.
5:1, 2, 9; 8:15-17; Jas. 1:18; 1 Pet. 2:9)
Then as his spiritual children with a hope
of heavenly life Jehovah God anointed
them with his spirit, to make them mem-
bers of Christ’'s body. By this he brought
them into the covenant for the heavenly
kingdom, the covenant that Jesus men-
tioned right after the Lord’s evening meal,
saying to his faithful apostles: “You are
the ones that have stuck with me in my
trials; and | make a covenant with you,
just as my Father has made a covenant
with me, for a kingdom, that you may eat
and drink at my table in my kingdom, and
sit on thrones to judge the twelve tribes
of Israel.”—Luke 22:28-30, NW.

*Thus we can appreciate how necessary
their being justified or declared righteous
now through faith is. They sire “sanctified
through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all time.” Each one of them
3. (a) So what act indicates that they are all “one
body” ? (b) By partaking of Christ's flesh and blood
what have they received from God and to what further
privileges has this served as a steppingstone?

4. By what two things have they been sanctified, and so

their participation in the Lord's evening meal marks
them as what?
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values the “blood of the covenant by which
he was sanctified.” (Heb. 10:10, 29,
These are the facts that they symbolize by
partaking of the loaf and wine cup. Their
joint participation in the Lord’s evening
meal marks them as exclusive, as one sanc-
tified body under Jesus Christ the Head.
Their sanctification they must maintain.
—1 Thess. 4:3, 7.

'Hence as one united, sanctified body
they recognize that they not only enjoy
certain privileges in common but also have
certain responsibilities. And in this respect
they must remember Jesus in the flesh. He
did not come down from heaven to earth
just to enjoy the flesh, to enjoy life in the
flesh, like the disobedient “sons of God”
of Noah'sday. (Gen.6:l, 4; 1 Pet. 3:19, 20)
He was born of a woman and made flesh
in order to make special use of that flesh
in Jehovah'’s service. He suffered in that
body, bearing upon it the torture stake of
reproach, thus leaving a model to us who
are in the flesh. In that body he did Jeho-
vah's earthly work, even having it baptized
in water and afterward preaching the good
news of God’'s kingdom. He offered it in
sacrifice, and so his body was not cast into
Gehenna but was buried in a new, unused
memorial tomb. (Luke 23:53; Isa. 53:9)
Those whom he benefits must follow his
steps.

*Those who partake of the Lord’s eve-
ning meal must, like the Lord Jesus, serve
Jehovah God. Their mortal bodies must be
quickened or made alive through his spirit
that resides in them. (Rom. 8:10,

They must obey the entreaty: “Present
your bodies a sacrifice living, holy, accept-
able to God, a sacred service with your
power of reason.” (Rom. 12:1, NW) They
must lay down their lives sacrificially in
5. As respects their responsibilities, why must they re-
member Jesus in the flesh?

6, 7. What, therefore, must be true of their mortal

bodies, and how must they all as one body keep worthy
to eat the Lord’s evening meal?
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Jehovah's service, thus using up their
earthly lives but also living like Christ.
Says Paul: “Always we endure everywhere
in our body the death-dealing treatment
given to Jesus, that the life of Jesus may
also be made manifest in our body. . . .
that the life of Jesus may also be made
manifest in our mortal flesh.” (2 Cor.
4:10, 11, NW) The mortal bodies of those
eating the Lord's evening meal must be
kept clean from immorality. To them Paul
says: “The body is not for fornication,
but for the Lord, and the Lord is for the
body. Do you not know that your bodies
are members of Christ? Shall I, then, take
the members of the Christ away and make
them members of a harlot? Never may
that happen! . . . you do not belong to
yourselves, for you were bought with a
price. By all means, glorify God in the body
of you people.”—1 Cor. 6:13, 15, 19, 20,
NW.

70ur bodies are slaves of Jesus, brand-
marked. (Gail. 6:17, NW) Our bodies are
not for demonism, for Satan the Devil is
the head of that religion. But Jesus Christ
is the Head of his body, the congregation.
This body is called, not to division, not to
racial hatred, not to nationalism, but to
peace and unity. (Col. 3:15; Eph. 2:14-18)
It must keep clean from the leaven of
malice and wickedness and keep united as
“one body,” worthy to eat of the “one loaf”
symbolically at the Lord’s evening meal
and by faith each day.

8When drinking the wine cup the body
members must remember Christ's blood,
for by it they have received the forgive-
ness of sins, leading to their justification,
and they have been taken into the new
covenant. Hence special responsibilities
have come upon them, and by drinking of
the wine in the cup, which cup pictures the
“cup of Jehovah,” they want it understood
8. In drinking the wine cup why must they remember

Christ’'s blood and also the special responsibilities that
have come upon them?
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that they recognize these responsibilities.
That is, they must “be ministers of a new
covenant” and serve the ends of that cove-
nant. (2 Cor. 3:6,
a “royal priesthood,” being spiritual priests
of God and underpriests of Jesus Christ
the High Priest. This means they offer to
God the “spiritual sacrifices” of praise and
of good works. It involves death, too, their
dying a sacrificial death like Jesus’, shar-
ing in his sufferings and submitting to a
death like his to vindicate Jehovah's uni-
versal sovereignty. It means, as a priest,
having nothing to do with the “table of
demons” and the “cup of demons,” but giv-
ing Jehovah exclusive devotion and putting
his worship foremost in life and keeping
the knowledge of him on their lips and
serving as a message bearer for Jehovah,
to turn many away from unrighteousness
to His worship. (1 Pet. 2:5, 9; Phil. 3:9-11;
Mai. 2:6,7) It is written that they will con-
quer Satan the Devil “because of the blood
of the Lamb and because of the word of
their witnessing.”—Rev. 12:11,

WHEN AND HOW TO CELEBRATE

9The Lord’s evening meal celebration is
not like baptism. Baptism in water is per-
formed once, at the beginning of one’s
Christian course, to symbolize publicly
that a person has dedicated himself to God
through Christ. But as regards the cele-
bration of the Lord’s evening meal Jesus
said at the time he set it up: “Keep doing
this in remembrance of me.”—Luke 22:19,
NW.

It must be regularly celebrated in or-
der to keep him in mind as to what he
means to the celebrants. Paul emphasizes
the requirement to celebrate regularly.
When telling the Corinthian congregation
9. As to celebration, how is the evening meal not like
baptism?

10. Why must it be celebrated regularly, and in con-

firmation how did Paul describe the Lord’'s evening
meal?

NW)Theahte beguhseevening meal. . ..
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of God that they were not celebrating it in
the right way, Paul said: “When you come
together to one place, it is not possible to
In this |
do not commend you. For | received from
the Lord that which 1 also handed on to
you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in
which he was going to be handed over took
a loaf and, after giving thanks, he broke
it and said: ‘This means my body which is
in your behalf. Keep doing this in remem-
brance of me.” He did likewise respecting
the cup also, after he had the evening meal,
saying: ‘This cup means the new covenant
by virtue of my blood. Keep doing this, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of
me." For as often as you eat this loaf and
drink this cup, you keep proclaiming the
death of the Lord, until he arrives.”
—1 Cor. 11:20-26, MW.

N Especially during the Lord Jesus’ ab-
sence from them in the flesh it was neces-
sary for them to celebrate in remembrance
of his personal death until he came again
to receive them to himself in heaven. And
since he does not begin gathering his “oth-
er sheep” till after he comes again, we can
appreciate why the Lord’s evening meal
was meant for Jesus’ “little flock,” which is
the congregation, “his body,” of 144,000
members.—John 10:16; Matt. 25:31, 32.

PHow often must it be celebrated? Je-
sus indicated how often by starting the
Lord’'s evening meal on passover night,
Nisan 14 in the Bible calendar, and then
telling his disciples to keep doing it. That
is, on that same passover date, which came
only once a year. It is most fitting to cele-
brate it yearly at that time, because on
that date Jesus gave his literal body as a
sacrifice on the torture stake and poured
out his lifeblood of the new covenant for
11. Until what event was it necessary for them thus to
remember him, and how does this show for whom this
celebration was meant?

12, How often must it be eaten yearly, and how often
has it been eaten down to now?
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the forgiveness of sins. That was the day
of the “death of the Lord,” and that was
the date to observe his death by the Lord’s
evening meal and thus to proclaim his
personal death. But although eaten only
once each year on the night of Nisan 14,
it has been eaten “often” during the nine-
teen centuries of the life of the Christian
congregation down to now. And this year it
will therefore be eaten by the remnant of
the members of “Christ’s body” on Mon-
day night, between sundown and mid-
night, March 26, 1956. Thus beginning on
Nisan 14, A.D. 33, the Lord’s evening meal
has been eaten 1,923 times till now, and
preparation is being made to eat it this
year.
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come absent from the body and to make
our home with the Lord. Therefore we are
also making it our aim that, whether hav-
ing our home with him or being absent
from him, we may be acceptable to him.”
—2 Cor. 5:1-3,6-9, NW.

5 So the remnant, while still absent from
him due to their flesh, seek to be “accept-
able to him” by obeying his command to
eat the Lord’'s evening meal in remem-
brance of him from whom they are absent.
If in this sense they are still absent from
him, then from this standpoint he has not
come for them and turned mere remem-
brance into actual sight of him and pres-
ence with him in heaven. So the remnant
of “his body” must keep on eating the

13 But why was eating it not discontord’s evening meal on earth until they are

tinued after October, 1914, when the Lord
Jesus came into his kingdom at Jehovah's
right hand in the heavens? Why was it not
discontinued, at least, after Jehovah God
came to his spiritual temple accompanied
by Jesus Christ as his “messenger of the
covenant” in the spring of 1918?— Matt.
25:31; Mai. 3:1.

“ Well, at the time of either of those
events Jesus Christ did not take his fol-
lowers from their fleshly condition into his
personal presence. He left them in the flesh
and hence they were still “absent from the
Lord.” Regarding this Paul says to them:
“We know that if our earthly house, this
tent, should be dissolved, we are to have a
building from God, a house not made with
hands, everlasting in the heavens. For in
this dwelling-house we do indeed groan,
earnestly desiring to put on the one for us
from heaven, so that, having really put it
on, we shall not be found naked. ... while
we have our home in the body, we are
absent from the Lord, for we are walking
by faith, not by sight. But we are of good
courage and are well pleased rather to be-

13, 14. How have the remnant of his followers been
absent from him even since 1914 and also 1918?

glorified, even after surviving Armageddon.
BWhen coming to celebrate the Lord’s
evening meal this Nisan 14 or March 26,
1956, after sundown, they should come
with the right mental attitude and the
proper heart appreciation to observe it in
a way worthy of the occasion, with full
evaluation of the meaning of the Lord’s
evening meal. Paul advised the careless,
thoughtless, self-centered Corinthians that
way, saying: “Consequently, whoever eats
the loaf and drinks the cup of the Lord
unworthily will be guilty respecting the
body and the blood of the Lord. First let
a mein approve himself after scrutiny, and
thus let him eat of the loaf and drink of
the cup. For he that eats and drinks eats
and drinks judgment against himself if he
does not discern the body. That is why
many among you are weak and sickly and
quite a few are sleeping in [spiritual]
death. But if we would discern what we
ourselves are, we would not be judged.
However, when we are judged, we are
15. Therefore, to be “acceptable to him,” what will they
continue to celebrate, and till when?
16. With what inward condition should one come to

celebrate the Lord’s evening meal, and what did Paul
say to the Corinthians on this?
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disciplined by Jehovah, that we may not
become condemned with the world. Conse-
quently, my brothers, when you come to-
gether to eat it, wait for one another. If
anyone is hungry, let him [first] eat at
home, that you may not come together
[to one place] for judgment [with the
world].”—1 Cor. 11:27-34, NW.

T/ True, Jesus did set up the Lord’s eve-
ning meal after they had eaten the pass-
over and at the same table. But that was
due to the circumstances and the relation-
ship of the two things. However, we may
not eat an ordinary meal together at the
congregational meeting place to fill our-
selves with food and drink and then add
to it the Lord’s evening meal as a sort of
climax of the eating and drinking. The
Lord’s evening meal must be kept separate
from ordinary evening meals. For, by his
evening meal, we use the loaf and cup to
symbolize our partaking of spiritual bene-
fits that, in the case of the remnant, mean
everlasting heavenly life for them. They
must treat the occasion and the emblems,
the loaf and the cup, worthily. To partake
of these unworthily is worse than not par-
taking at all, for, by partaking in an un-
worthy, disrespectful way, one brings
God’'s condemnation upon oneself, to die
with the world.

BWhy so? Because, having once known
the Lord, he now fails to “discern the
body” that the Lord offered in sacrifice. It
is as if he said: “The table of Jehovah is
contemptible,” and so the sacrifice upon
it is not unblemished, perfect: “The table
of Jehovah is polluted.” (Mai. 1:7,12, AS)
It is approaching the “guilty” action of the
unfaithful who “impale the Son of God
afresh for themselves and expose him to
17. Why must the Lord’s evening meal be kept separate
from ordinary meals, even though Jesus set up the eve-
ning meal right after the passover at the same table?
18. Why does one eat and drink judgment against him-
self if he “does not discern the body,” and so what

should one do who receives Jehovah's disciplinary judg-
ment?

N. Y.
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public shame” and who have “trampled
upon the Son of God and . . . esteemed as
of ordinary value the blood of the covenant
by which he was sanctified.” So he is guilt-
ily heading for a punishment much more
severe than that of one who broke the old
law covenant. He is heading for a death
from which there is no sacrifice for will-
ful sin to deliver him. He will expose him-
self to Jehovah's “fiery jealousy that is
going to consume those in opposition.”
(Heb. 6:4-8; 10:26-31, NW) So let him
benefit by the corrective, disciplinary judg-
ment that Jehovah gives him. Let him dis-
cern what he himself is, and reform. If he
has been at fault, yet he should obey the
command and eat the Lord’s evening meal,
but do so discerning the Lord’s sacrificed
body and asking forgiveness for his sin.
Then let this celebration strengthen him to
follow Christ's steps more closely during
the coming year.

B Only the remnant of spiritual Israel-

ites who are in the new covenant as mem-
bers of Christ’'s body may now partake of
the Lord’s evening meal. Yet the “great
crowd” of worshipers of Jehovah out of
all nations, peoples, tribes and tongues may
attend as observers. They have come up to
the exalted “mountain of Jehovah, to the
house of the God of Jacob,” and now when
coming to the Lord’'s evening meal they
should discern that they are coming into
the emblematic presence of the “table of
Jehovah” and of the “cup of Jehovah.”
(Rev. 7:9; lIsa. 2:2,3, AS) By this they
should let it be known that they shun the
“table of demons” and are giving their ex-
clusive devotion to Jehovah, and that they
confess that their only way of approach to
Jehovah is through the sacrifice of his
great High Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ.

19. When coming to the Lord’s evening meal, what
should the “great crowd” from all nations discern, and
how will they receive the greatest blessing from the
celebration ?
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Doing so, they will find themselves in har-
mony with the remnant of partakers and
they will be united with them as “one
flock” under Jehovah’'s one Right Shep-
herd. (John 10:14-16, NW) With these
they will enjoy the greatest blessing from

NEW YORK CITY, N.Y., JULY 20-24, 1955

It was a testimony to the desirableness of
their patronage that for the third time in five
years Jehovah's witnesses were invited to hold
their 1955 international assembly in New York
city’s great stadium run by the Yankee base-
ball team. With a play on baseball language,
the New York Times published a partial view
of the great crowd there on the opening day
under the caption “Jehovah’s Witnesses Bring
a Different Kind of Teamwork to Yankee Sta-
dium.” Printed under that was the legend:
“With second base transformed into a flower-
banked pulpit, Jehovah’s Witnesses open their
Triumphant Kingdom’ Assembly.”

Yes, it was theocratic teamwork of the New
World society that made all the preparations
for the assembly, then got the stadium ready
and equipped for the five-day meet, and finally
carried on the assembly to its successful con-
clusion. This turned out to be the greatest of
the series of five summer assemblies on the
North American continent, and the attendance
surpassed the preliminary estimate. Though
international, this was not a single world as-
sembly; so no Trailer City was needed this
time as in 1950 and 1953, but Yankee Stadium
itself proved ample for the total attendance.

Opened officially with a ringing address of wel-
come by the Canadian branch servant, P. Chap-
man, this fifth assembly of the series moved
along with an enthusiasm and a verve that
showed the assembly series was by no means
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the celebrating of the Lord’s evening meal
and they will be calling the “table of Jeho-
vah” honorable and Christ's sacrifice on
it unpolluted and altar-honoring, all to the
praise and glory of the only living and
true God, Jehovah.

growing stale anywhere. Many were the mis-
sionaries and delegates present from foreign
lands to relate experiences, and the list of
speakers was most varied. The assembly’s be-
ing in New York city allowed for many of the
Society’s headquarters men to serve on the
program besides N. H. Knorr, the president.
This opening day attendance ran up to 29,972,
giving promise of a good crowd for Sunday’s
climax.

Hundreds of French-speaking brothers were
here, especially from Quebec Province, Canada,
and also many Spanish-speaking. So meetings
were arranged and held in French and Spanish
at opposite ends of the grandstand, lower decks,
Thursday, Friday and Sunday, of two hours’
duration each. The first all-French meeting was
attended by 375, and the simultaneous Spanish
meeting by 245.

The Watch Tower Society’'s radio station,
WBBR, had a department at the center of the
mezzanine deck of the grandstand and made
recordings of select speeches. These it began
reproducing on its broadcasts from Thursday
morning forward.

It was about two o’clock this Thursday after-
noon that the convention chairman opened a
cablegram from the Society’s branch office in
London, England, reading: “Adverse decision.
All three against us.” Thus this day the three-
judge court of appeals, the Second Division of
the Court of Session in Edinburgh, Scotland,
affirmed the January decision of the trial judge,
Lord Strachan, against Jehovah’s witnesses,
namely, that the young witness, a pioneer and
at the same time servant of the Dumbarton
congregation, was not a “regular minister”
within the meaning of the 1948 National Service
Act and so was not exempt from call-up for
military service. This left an appeal to the
British House of Lords at London as the only
next human step to take. This adverse decision
against Jehovah’'s witnesses in Britain provided
an excellent background against which to speak
for the Society’s legal counsel and attorney,
H. C. Covington, when he addressed the assem-
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bly this same evening at 7:30 on the subject
“Activity and Life versus Inactivity and Death.”
In introducing him the temporary chairman
advised the assembly of the adverse decision
of that day and remarked that, if the appeal
to the House of Lords should fail, then the only
course left would be to appeal to the highest
court of the universe, that of the living God,
Jehovah, and there we, His witnesses, would
win without fail. Though this was the hottest
July in New York's record and the temperature
rose to 96 degrees F., the record for 1955 till
then, the assembly attendance also rose, to
32,045 for this powerful speech.

Friday morning the conventioners rejoiced
to see 1,374 present themselves acceptably for
water baptism, a number far in excess of that
anticipated. Tonight, after releasing the new
booklet against spiritism to his audience of
34,258, the president directed some words spe-
cially to these newly baptized ones, that this
booklet would be of particular help to them
as they had now taken sides with Jehovah
against Satan the Devil and all his demons.
Today the convention made news even in New
York’s Chinatown, and the Chinese Journal
came out with a sizable article about the as-
sembly.

This evening the Society’s chartered conven-
tion ship Arosa Star anchored at Southampton,
England, with its 794 passengers, including two
instructors of the Watchtower Bible School of
Gilead and also the farm servant of Kingdom
Farm on which the school is located. So these
three could not attend the Yankee Stadium
assembly. Later in the day the other chartered
liner, Arosa Kulm, put in to the same port with
its 795 passengers.

The Yankee Stadium assembly was following
the general pattern of the entire series of sum-
mer conventions, but Saturday morning some-
thing distinctive was added— the graduation ex-
ercises of the 25th class of the Watchtower
Bible School of Gilead.

At 10:15 a.m. the exercises began, with the
president, Brother Knorr, presiding. On the
grass to the right of the platform sat the 102
members of the graduating class, in bright
sunshine from a cloudless, azure sky. At the
school most of the students had studied Span-
ish, but others from Canada, French, and six
had studied Japanese under a fellow student,
a former Japanese Buddhist. First to be intro-
duced to speak to them was the Spanish in-
structor. He said: “You do not have to fear

Brooklyn, N.Y.

depression and loss of gains as do persons who
graduate from schools of the old world.” None-
theless, he warned them that “you have to put
up a fight to stick to your work from here on
out.” He urged them to aim at the immediate
goal of their special training: to be active and
fruitful in God’s service. The mathematics in-
structor next gave farewell remarks. “Today
you graduate, but you don’'t have to look for
a job. . .. What you have is more than a mere
job. It is a profession, your life’s career, and
you put your heart into it.” He urged them to
advance in knowledge and in teaching ability,
to excel as servants of God, always recognizing
and co-operating with the Society.

For the Kingdom Farm family with whom
the graduates had worked after school hours
the assistant to the farm servant now spoke.
He held before them as graduates the picture
of ultimate triumph. For their work’s sake
they should pay constant attention to them-
selves and their teaching, never losing out on
love, zeal, devotion, joy, not letting themselves
be disturbed in foreign assignments by health,
homesickness, loneliness or worldly attractions.
May their class picture hanging on Gilead’s
wall make him glad, yes, make Jehovah glad,
by their always being triumphant.

The next speaker, the vice-president, remind-
ed the graduates to be always a sweet odor to
God and to life seekers by everywhere making
the fragrant knowledge of God perceptible.
They should learn to love the assignment to
which they are sent, not fleeing from it like
Jonah, but remembering that there, too, God
leads them in his triumphal procession. Their
faithful work will never be in vain.

Other words of greeting and well-wishing
followed, but they were from absent ones whose
messages were read by the president’s secre-
tary. From former graduates and others in
widely scattered lands they came. From the
Arosa Star came the radioed message that
was held for reading on graduation day: “In
mid-Atlantic our thoughts with graduation
class. May Jehovah use you trained ministers
to bless multitudes.” This was signed: Schroe-
der, Friend [Gilead instructors] and Markus
[farm servant].

Then the president himself spoke. He based
his loving counsel on 1 Peter 1:12-14. Prophetic
witnesses of old had interested themselves in
Jehovah's purposes. Even the angels of heaven
desired to look into these things and to know
their fulfillment. These same important things
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should call forth the same keen interest on the
part of these graduates. They should always
keep this interest at high pitch, thus be always
moved to study into these matters, and be en-
thusiastic and zealous for working in harmony
with these things and making them known to
others, to Jehovah's praise. “Let us never be
stingy with what we have to offer our heavenly
Father. The responsibility rests upon you to
bring about the vindication of Jehovah's name."

Came now the time for the president to hand
out diplomas. In the alphabetic order of their
names the graduates filed onto the platform
from the right and around before the micro-
phone where each received the precious gradua-
tion envelope, the president announcing the
graduate's future assignment as he handed out
the envelope. Encouraging and appreciative
applause rose from the great audience of more
than 23,000 as each assignment was heard. The
graduates had come from sixteen different
lands; they were now assigned to serve Jeho-
vah in twenty-four lands, north, south, east
and west. For the first time two were assigned
to missionary service in Taiwan or Formosa,
where the eighteen-year-old ban against Jeho-
vah's witnesses had been lifted only this past
May.

It was now the turn of the twenty-fifth class
of Gilead to respond. They did so, with a reso-
lution read by a brother in the graduating
class. The resolution expressed heartfelt thanks
for all that had made their training at Gilead
possible and it voiced their resolves for the
future. They would make Jehovah more known,
walk faithfully in Christ's steps, hold fast to
God’s Word, fearlessly keep separate from this
old world till it ceases to exist forever, work
with Jehovah's visible organization, fulfill all
responsibilities and privileges bestowed upon
them, and humbly serve their brothers and all
good-will persons yet to be gathered “in one
loving and united New World society destined,
by Jehovah's undeserved Kkindness, to live
through Armageddon and endlessly in God's
new world." A fellow student seconded the mo-
tion to adopt this resolution. The entire gradu-
ating body applauded in its united adoption. A
song was joined in by all the assembly, then a
prayer by the president brought the blessed
graduation exercises to a close at 12:20 p.m.

The temperature of 100 degrees F. was defied
this afternoon by 35,753 who heard the presi-
dent talk on “Jehovah Is in His Holy Temple"
and then release the new book on surviving
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Armageddon. Comments were heard, such as,
“Oh!" “To think we are living in this day!”
“That's wonderful!” and “You can see that
Jehovah is in his holy temple just from this
talk." Increasing appreciation of the assembly
showed itself in a still larger crowd of 36,280
tonight.

The rain Sunday morning ceased before the
morning sessions at the stadium began. At the
French meeting at noon there was an enthu-
siastic crowd of 443, and at the public lecture
in Spanish there was a crowd of 500 to hail
the release of the new booklet in Spanish on
the same subject. From Ciudad Trujillo, Domin-
ican Republic, under a Roman Catholic dictator
that has banned Jehovah's witnesses, the broth-
ers telephoned in their greetings to the assem-
bly, saying: “All here wish you Jehovah's bless-
ing there."

The skies continued cloudy, but the public
turned out to hear “World Conquest Soon— by
God's Kingdom" at 3 p.m. The listeners num-
bered 55,009, or more than five thousand above
the number expected. At the close of the presi-
dent's talk there was sustained applause, and
on being informed of his flight tonight to Brit-
ain the great crowd clapped out a “God speed"
to him. A few minutes before the closing ses-
sion, the “closing remarks" by the president, it
began to rain, becoming quite heavy for a
while. The remarks that rewarded the 45,144
that remained were greatly enjoyed. They took
to heart the reminder that children are not to
be considered too cute to be corrected; that it
is inconsistent with Isaiah 2:2-4 for parents to
provide children with war toys; and that chil-
dren should love parents and not think they
are entitled to charge their parents money for
services their parents want them, or ask them,
to render. Young witnesses follow bad exam-
ples when they copy the notoriously worldly
movie stars as to their dress, their conduct, etc.
We are a separated people, smelling differently
by exhaling godliness and the knowledge of
God. God has not been stingy with us; at this
series of summer assemblies we have received
five new releases, five new theocratic publica-
tions by the Watch Tower Society. We are ex-
periencing an expansion period and building
new factories and branch buildings therefor.
Till now, at the five assemblies, a total of
3,976 were baptized, and there was a total audi-
ence of 171,701 for the public lecture. But now
the European assemblies were before us, with
a great participation expected. Word from Ger-
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many advised that already requests for room-
ing accommodations for 61,000 at the Nurem-
berg assembly had been received from fifty-
three lands. Thoughtfully appreciation was ex-
pressed toward all who had joined in making
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the third Yankee Stadium assembly such a
success; song and prayer followed, and the as-
sembly was all over at 6:19 p.m. The rain, too,

had stopped.
(To be continued)

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
February 26: “The Table of Demons” versus
“The Table of Jehovah,” 111-19, Page 44.
March 4: “The Table of Demons” versus “The

Table of Jehovah,” H20-38. Page 50.
March 11: “One Body” of Partakers. Page 55.

w CHECK YOUR MEMORY wv

After reading this issue of “The Watchtower”, do you remember—

How the Phariseeslexample shows that re-
ligious appearances may be deceptive? P. 35, Hi.

How Jesus scathingly denounced the re-
ligious faddists of his day? P. 36, Til.

Why religion is becoming so popular, and
what is wrong with its boom now? P. 37, H4

A What special problems Christian expan-
sion faces in Asia? P. 40, Hi.

I How many work at Watch Tower offices
and printing plants world-wide? P. 42, 114

A Why real priests of God must have clean
habits? P. 44, H2

A How eating of flesh sacrificed to Jehovah
was an act of communion? P. 47, flio.

A Whether Jesus miraculously changed the
communion loaf into his flesh? P. 49, ffi7.

Whether drinking Jesus' blood condemns
to death his body members? P. 52, 1f27.

A Why Jesus used just one loaf in institut-
ing the Lord’s evening meal? P. 56, fl2.

A When the Lord’s evening meal should be
eaten? P. 58, Hi2.

F What counsel the Watch Tower’'s presi-
dent gave graduating missionaries? P. 62, 118



