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THE PURPOSE OF “THE WATCHTOWER”

Literal towers in Bible times were elevated vantage points from which
watchmen could observe happenings, warn of danger, or announce good
news. Our magazine figuratively occupies such a vantage point, for it is
founded on the very pinnacle of wisdom, God’'s Word. That elevates it
above racial, national and political propagandas and prejudices, frees it from
selfish bias. It is not bound by any traditional creed, but its message advanc-
es as the light on God’s purposes and works increases.— Habakkuk 2:1-3.

It sees things Scripturally. When it observes this generation afflicted
with greed, delinquency, hypocrisy, atheism, war, famine, oestilence, perplex-
ity and fear, and persecution of unpopular minorities, it aoes not parrot the
old fable about history repeating itself Informed by Bible prophecy, it sees in
these things the sign of the world’s time of the end. But with bright hope it
also sees opening up for us just beyond these woes the portals of a new world.

Thus viewed, “The Watchtower** stands as a watchman atop a tower,
alert to what is going on, awake to note signs of danger, faithful to point out
the way of escape, ft announces Jehovah’s kingdom established by Christ's
enthronement in heaven, feeds his kingdom joint-heirs with spiritual food,
cheers men of good will with glorious prospects of eternal life in a paradise
earth, comforts us with the resurrection promise for the dead.

It is not dogmatic, but has a confident ring in its voice, because it is based
on God’'s Word. It does not privately interpret prophecy, but calls attention
to physical facts, sets them alongside prophecy, and you see for yourself how
well the two match, how accurately Jehovah interprets his own prophecy.
In the interests of our salvation, it keeps sharp and faithful focus on Bible
truth, and views religious news generally.

‘Be watchful in these perilous times,* God admonishes. So keep on the
watch by regularly reading “The Watchtower”.
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HE devotees of Hinduism, particular-

ly among the lower castes, treat their
images as if they were living creatures
“with all of the needs, weaknesses and pas-
sions common to humans. The worshipers
give food to the images, bathe them, put
dresses, jewelry and wreaths of flowers
on them, tuck them in bed at night. In at
least one temple the goddess is even
brought into the god’s bedroom at dusk to
spend the night with him. In another tem-
ple the image catches a cold when he is
bathed and then has to convalesce for sev-
eral weeks.” In a very similar manner the
unlearned Roman Catholic people of Mexi-
co, Central America and South America
daily dress and bathe, place food and drink
offerings before images of the “virgin” and
the “saints.” Before these images they
bow, pray, burn incense and confess sins.
The Roman Catholic Church, of course,
denies the charge of worshiping images,
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or idolatry. Schaff-
Herzog's Encyclo-
pedia of Religious
Knowledge states:
“The Roman Cath-
olic Church has a
peculiar talent for
denying in principle
what she admits in
practice. She does
not forbid people to
read the Bible, but
e Prevents them from doing it. She does
not deny that it is the merit of Christ
which makes man’s works meritorious, but
she inculcates that it is his own works
which save a man. She does not teach
image-worship, but she allows it.” The
Catholic Church, in neither openly admit-
ting nor officially condemning this open
idolatry, leaves an opening for all possible
degrees of idolatry in her own ranks. She
carefully refrains from doctrinal defini-
tions on the subject as would fully convict
her of idolatry. She studiously draws a
distinction between the adoration and the
worship of “saints,” but the distinction is
so fine that neither the Catholic masses nor
their clergy understand or observe it.
Catholic theologians divide worship into
three grades: “Latvia being the name of
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the highest sort; that which is some-
thing less is styled while
the lowest order of all is called dulia.”
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They instruct that latria worship belongs
to God, but dulia worship can be given to
images. But these theologians give no
Scriptural support for such distinction.
Such degrees of worship rest strictly with-
in the imaginations of men and have no
authority whatsoever from the Word of
God.

To prove this point, at Matthew 6:24
(NW) Jesus declares: “No one can be a
slave to two masters.” Here, in the orig-
inal Greek the word translated “slave” is
the very same from which the Catholic
Church draws her “dulia,” her inferior
worship. But Christ plainly states that no
one can be a slave to two masters; that this
“dulia” worship is the exclusive right of
God. And at 1 Thessalonians 1:9 :
“How you turned to God from your idols
to be slaves to a living and true God.” Here
again in the original Greek the word
“slaves” is but the translation of that word
in which the Roman Catholic Church finds
her inferior worship “dulia.” But Paul un-
mistakably shows that this worship, serv-
ice as slaves, was not to idols, but “to a
living and true God.” Through his prophet
Isaiah, Jehovah says: “lI am Jehovah, that
is my name; and my glory will I not give
to another, neither my praise unto graven
images.” These scriptures prove beyond
all controversy that those who give the
worship of “dulia” to pictures and images,
and not to Jehovah God, are guilty of
idolatry.—lIsa. 42:8, AS.

“RELATIVE” WORSHIP TO IMAGES

But Catholics will say: “We do not wor-
ship the image, but the one whom the
image represents.” They claim that such
worship is relative, different from the wor-
ship directed to God. Let it be noted, how-
ever, that God commanded the Israelites
not only not to serve or worship any
images but also not to make any for the
purpose of worship nor to bow down to
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them: “You must not make worthless gods
for yourselves, and you must not set up a
carved image or a sacred pillar for your-
selves, and you must not put a stone as a
showpiece in your land in order to bow
down toward it, for 1 am Jehovah your
God.” God’s form is not known to men, so
there is no need to try to represent it.
And it befouls the dignity of the great
Creator to liken him to earthly creation.
—Lev. 26:1, NW.

Note how emphatically Moses pressed
this point home to the Israelites: “And
you must take good care of your souls,
because you did not see any form on the
day of Jehovah's speaking to you in Horeb
out of the middle of the fire, that you may
not act ruinously and do not make for
yourselves a carved image, the form of any
symbol, the representation of male or fe-
male, the representation of any beast that
is in the earth, the representation of any
winged bird that flies in the heavens, the
representation of anything creeping on the
ground, the representation of any fish that
is in the waters under the earth; and that
you may not raise your eyes to the heavens
and indeed see the sun and the moon and
the stars, all the army of the heavens, and
certainly get seduced and bow down to
them and serve them, which Jehovah your
God has apportioned to all the peoples un-
der the whole heavens. . . . Watch out for
yourselves that you may not forget the
covenant of Jehovah your God that he con-
cluded with you and that you do not make
for yourselves a carved image, the form
of anything about which Jehovah your God
has commanded you. For Jehovah your
God is a consuming fire, a God exacting
exclusive devotion.”—Deut. 4:15-24, NW.

As for the claim made that only “rela-
tive” worship is given to the image, it is
not true. Du Bois, one of the early Roman
Catholic missionaries in India, declared:
“The common people indubitably worship
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the image itself.” Thomas Aquinas, one of
the very first authorities in the church of
Rome, taught that an image may receive
the same worship as what is represented
by it; Christ's image may receive the same
worship as Christ himself. According to
Robert Bellarmine, another high dignitary
of the church, the “images of Christ and
the saints are to be adored not only in a
figurative manner, but quite positively, so
that the prayers are directly addressed to
them, and not merely as the representa-
tives of the original.” Bonaventura affirms
that “since all veneration shown to the
image of Christ is shown to Christ himself,
then the image of Christ is also entitled
to be prayed to.”

So, more than relative worship is ac-
corded images. This is proved by the way
devotees treat them. The newspaper L'Eu-
ropeo of April 5, 1947, showed pictures of
devout Roman Catholics in Naples crawl-
ing prostrate on their stomachs before the
images of Madonnas and licking the ground
with their tongues on their way to the
statues. In May, 1952, the image of the
“Virgin of Charity” was paraded through
Havana and thousands of persons thought
themselves blessed if they even caught a
glimpse of the fifteen-inch image. In the
several villages of Navarre prayers for
rain were offered to St. Peter, and by way
of enforcing them the villagers carried
the image of the “saint” in proces-
sion to the river, where they would
three times demand the image to
reconsider their prayers; then,
if a downpour did not occur,
they would toss the “saint”
into the water for refusing
to heed their demands.

A special dispatch to the
Providence Sunday Journal,

December 24, 1950, told of
angry villagers of Mascali
abandoning the statue of
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their patron saint, St. Leonard, to burn in
the onrushing lava, because it had failed to
stop the flow of the volcano. The Catholic
Herald, London, December 19, 1950, pub-
lished a picture showing the inhabitants of
Milo carrying a statue of “Our Lady” right
to the edge of the advancing avalanche of
lava during a recent eruption of Mt. Etna.
Similarly, in 1944 Italian peasants placed
their images in the path of the flowing lava
from Mount Vesuvius in a vain attempt to
stop it. These are only a few of many in-
stances showing that worshipers regard
these images as more than representations
and that considerably more than relative
honor is accorded to them.

LAW AS SAFEGUARD

To safeguard the Israelites from such
idolatry, Almighty God gave them the
Decalogue, or Ten Commandments. And
the first two of the Ten Commandments
warn against foreign gods and idolatry:
“You must never have any other gods
against my face. You must not make for
yourself a carved image or a form like
anything that is in the heavens above or
that is on the earth underneath or that is
in the waters under the earth. You must
not bow down to them nor be induced to
serve them, because 1 Jehovah your God
am a God exacting exclusive
devotion.”—Ex. 20:2-5, NW.

Catholic theologians are so
well convinced that the sec-
ond commandment condemns
image worship that they re-
sort to dishonesty when they
list the Ten Commandments
in many of their catechisms.
“l1 defy any man,” says Dr.
Berg, “to show me the sec-
ond commandment in any one
of the manuals of the Romish
Church, before the Reforma-
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tion.” If you have the revised edition of the
Baltimore Catechism, look for the second
commandment. You will note that it says:
“The second commandment of God is:
Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord
thy God in vain.” This is not true. That is
the third commandment. The second they
do not show, because it states the prohibi-
tion against image worship. It is dishonest
to leave out the second and split the tenth
under the pretense of teaching the com-
plete law of God. The very underhanded
method in which this is done is in itself
evidence of the unscripturalness of this
practice.

Dr. Dens, a Roman Catholic scholar, in
his Theology, endeavors to justify the use
of images by stating that the second com-
mandment did not forbid the making of
images, because “likenesses and images of
cherubim were made by Moses at the com-
mand of God; also, by the command of
God Moses erected a brazen serpent.” Why,
then, do Catholic authorities fear revealing
the truth regarding the second command-
ment? Dr. Dens himself fails to tell all, as
he should have told in all honesty, that
these cherubim that Moses made at God’s
command were never seen by the people,
save by the high priest once a year; that no
man ever bowed, burned incense or wor-
shiped before them. Dr. Dens does not add
that when the people fell to worshiping the
brazen serpent the faithful king Hezekiah
broke the image in pieces, that he ordered
the absolute destruction of all the other
images in the land of Israel. And for this
he received favorable mention by God.
—Num. 4:5; 2 Ki. 18:4.

When the Israelites worshiped the gold-
en calf at Sinai, they did so only as “a
help to devotion,” “relatively,” so to speak.
For Aaron said: “There is a festival to
Jehovah tomorrow.” Nevertheless, God
was angry with them and punished them
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severely for their idolatry. Time and again
Israel fell away to idol worship, these
pagan “helps to devotion,” and just as
often God punished them for it. For setting
up calf worship in Israel, Jeroboam re-
ceived the infamous title of one “who made
Israel to sin.” Yet, the Israelites sacrificed
nominally to Jehovah just as they did in
Jerusalem, but they bowed before the
calves and kissed them. The bowing to and
kissing of molten images as “relative” wor-
ship was abominable in the sight of God.
—Ex. 32:5, NW.

Today, images and statues are kissed
to an extent that Jeroboam'’s calves never
enjoyed. The great toe of the brass statue
of Peter in the church of Rome is virtually
worn away by this process. The worshiper
first bows before the statue until his fore-
head touches the toe, then kisses it, then
bows again. Are such worshipers lifting
their hearts to God? Lactantius’ answer
was: “You worship them; for, if you be-
lieve them to be in heaven, why do you not
raise your eyes up to heaven? Why do you
look at the wood and stone, and not up,
where you believe the originals to be?”
The distinguishing mark of faithfulness in
Elijah’s day was that men did not bow
the knee to Baal or kiss his image. The
distinguishing mark of faithful men from
Adam’s day to ours is that they did not
worship any other God than Jehovah, nor
did they bow to graven images.—1 Ki.
19:18.

With the coming of Jesus Christ and the
new system of things, the prohibition
against image worship has not changed.
Paul admonished Christians to “flee from
idolatry.” John appealed: “Little children,
guard yourselves from idols.” The Encyclo-
paedia Britannica, Vol. XII, page 750 (1907
edition), declares: “The early Christians
were absolutely unanimous in utterly con-
demning all heathen image-worship and
the various customs, many of them ob-
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viously immoral, with which it was asso-
ciated; it is needless to multiply citations
from the fathers in proof of so undisputed
a fact.” “In point of fact it was a common
accusation brought against Christians by
their enemies that they had 'no altars, no
temples, no known images’; and that 'they
set up no image or form of any god, and
this charge was never denied.”—1 Cor.
10:14; 8:4-6; 1 John 5:21, NW.

Why should anyone kneel before an
image of Christ Jesus or any saint, when
he can bow the knee directly to God? God
is looking for those who would, to worship
him “with spirit and truth.” When John
fell down before an angel, he was told not
to do that—“Worship God.” When the de-
vout Cornelius did obeisance to Peter,
Peter lifted him up, saying: “Rise; | my-
self am also a man.” The true worshiper
bows worshipfully to God alone. To him he
directs his prayers through Jesus Christ.

I  [ANY who dabble in hypnotism consider
it a harmless toy. And there are a number
I Jamong those who take hypnotism seri-
ously, teaching or using it in their profession,
that insist that hypnotism cannot be used for
criminal purposes. However, in one of the
latest works on the subject the author,
A. Salter, states: “I find myself in agreement
with Rowland, Wells, and Brennan that ap-
propriate procedures, which need not neces-
sarily be subtle, can make hypnotized persons
perform antisocial acts, even to the extent
of criminally harming themselves or others.”
—What Is Hypnosis ?
C. Pertinent in this connection is the item
that appeared in the New York Daily News,
June 5, 1955, headed “Grand Jury to Probe
Hypnotic Rape Rap.” It told how “Jesse
Overton, Jr., 25, a scholarly-looking TV repair-
man was held for grand jury action today,
charged with having used occult powers to
hypnotize and rape the pregnant 17-year-old
wife of a friend. Bail was set at $300. The
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Image making and image worship are anti-
God. “Cursed is the man who makes a
carved image or a molten statue, a thing
detestable to Jehovah.” “What profiteth
the graven image, that the maker thereof
hath graven it; the molten image, even the
teacher of lies, that he that fashioneth its
form trusteth therein, to make dumb idols?
Woe unto him that saith to the wood,
Awake; to the dumb stone, Arise! Shall
this teach? Behold, it is overlaid with gold
and silver, and there is no breath at all in
the midst of it. But Jehovah is in his holy
temple: let all the earth keep silence be-
fore him.” That fact alone, the fact that
God is in his holy temple, should cause
men to awake to their responsibility before
him, put away their graven images and
worship him, the only true and living God.
He will not tolerate his praise to go to
images.—Rev. 19:10; Acts 10:24-26; Deut.
27:15, NW; Hab. 2:18-20, AS.

alleged victim, mother of a 4-month-old baby,
told police she remembered nothing of the
purported rape until the day after it happened.
She recalled the incident, she said, only after
her husband, who had learned how from
Overton, hypnotized her and broke her ‘mental
block.* ” Overton admitted to the police having
had relations but claimed that it was not the
first intimacy. The girl denied this.

< Truly hypnotism does represent a menace
when it can be used by a man to ravish a
woman and she never know about it, and it
is a twofold snare in that it places an inno-
cent person in a position to be thus harmed
and it places the temptation in the path of
the one possessing such power. Fitting here
are the words of the disciple James: “This
is not the wisdom that comes down from
above, but is the earthly, animal, demonic.
But the wisdom from above is first of all
chaste, then peaceable, reasonable, ready to
obey, full of mercy and good fruits, not mak-
ing partial distinctions, not hypocritical.”
—Jas. 3:15, 17, NW.



Holding fast the Public Declaration of Our Hope

O WE keenly appreciate our hope

of everlasting life in God's right-
eous new world? If so, then we shall make
that hope known to others. We shall do so
not only for the benefit of men of good
will looking for God but also for the benefit
of our brothers in the Christian congre-
gation.

Referring to this matter of making ex-
pression of our hope to our fellow Chris-
tians Paul wrote: “Let us hold fast the
public declaration of our hope without
wavering, for he is faithful that promised.
And let us consider one another to incite
to love and right works, not forsaking the
gathering of ourselves together, as some
have the custom, but encouraging one an-
other, and all the more so as you behold
the day drawing near.” Certainly in view
of the day in which we are living this coun-
sel was never more fitting.—Heb. 10:23-25,

NW*

To the extent that we appreciate the
needs of our brothers as well as our own,
to that extent we shall be eager to make
public declaration of our hope. Note how
Paul makes this point in his letter to the
Christians at Rome: “For | am longing to
see you, that I may impart some spiritual
gift to you in order for you to be made
firm; or, rather, that there may be an in-
terchange of encouragement among you,
by each one through the other’s faith, both
yours and mine.”—Rom. 1:11, 12, NW.

Love for Jehovah and our brothers will
help us to hold fast to the public declara-
tion of our hope by overcoming the timid-
ity that makes us tongue-tied. Are you a
mature minister? Do you have an accurate
knowledge and a good understanding of
Jehovah's purposes? Then think of the
help you can give to others by making pub-

* For details, see The Watchtower, January 1, 1955.
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lie declaration. Are you inexperienced and
a rather new member of the New World
society? Then think of the joy others re-
ceive as they note your progress, particu-
larly such as may have had a part in your
theocratic training.

By such efforts you cause your advance-
ment to “be manifest to all persons.” Not
that we want to show off or show ourselves
to be better than others; not at all, for
there is no room for the spirit of competi-
tion among Jehovah’s servants. But rather
that thereby we show we have made ad-
vancement, that we are better than we pre-
viously were.—1 Tim. 4:15, NW.

What if we do happen to express an
erroneous thought? By having that fact
brought to our attention we shall be set
straight and so be benefited. We may feel
a little embarrassment at the time, but is
it not better for us to get straightened out
at the cost of a little wounded pride, per-
haps, than to go on preaching error to
others in the field? Besides, it is likely that
others had the same mistaken idea, and so
by our being corrected they also were
helped.

And finally, as Jehovah's dedicated
watchmen, we are sent by him to warn
men of good will to flee to God’s kingdom
and to warn the wicked of their impend-
ing doom. To carry out that commission
properly we must be at unity in under-
standing, work and worship, even as Isaiah
foretold: “Thy watchmen! they lift up the
voice, together do they sing; for they shall
see eye to eye, when Jehovah returneth to
Zion.” And the only way we can achieve
that unity is by heeding the commands
given at Hebrews 10:23-25, and particular-
ly the one of making “public declaration of
our hope.”—Isa. 52:8,



H tw U titto
my Purpose
In Life

As told by'Robert W. Kirk

/T1ACK in the fall of 1938, while work-
*JUJ ing in a factory, to a friend | said:
“Don’t you ever go to church?” He, being
in the truth, gave me a short witness, in-
viting me to his home. There I first learned
the truth. My mother also accepted the
truth, and about three years later we gave
up our lovely apartment and sold the furni-
ture so | could become a pioneer. After we
bought a house trailer I joined the pioneer
ranks. How happy | was to be a pioneer! To
my friends | used to proudly announce:
“I'm a pioneer now!” Soon | resolved that
I would put forth every endeavor to remain
a pioneer, because, even though | had given
up a good job and steady income, it was
worth it! Now | really had begun to pur-
sue my purpose in living. My joy at being
able to serve Jehovah full time was won-
derful!

In 1944, at a convention in Pittsburgh, |
heard it announced that anyone having
certain qualifications and wishing to go to
Gilead School should see Brother Knorr.
Then 1 filled in the preliminary applica-
tion. Imagine my surprise when | received
a complete application form and later an
invitation for the next class! The invita-
tion said that | may not return home; so
I sold my car and other things that I
thought would be unsuitable to take to a
foreign country. Admittedly this was not
easy, parting with many things that | had

prized; and also realizing that shortly |
would have to leave behind, too, family
and friends. But Matthew 19:29 came to
my mind. It helped me make the right de-
cision: “And every one that hath forsaken
houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father,
or mother, or wife, or children, or lands,
for my name’s sake, shall receive an hun-
dredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life.”
Much can be said about Gilead life: The
wonderful fellowship, not only among fel-
low students, but also with the instructors
and other brothers on Kingdom Farm;
above all, the privilege of taking in daily
and being instructed in the “strong meat”
of God’'s Word for several months! They
changed me quite a bit, knocked off some
rough edges, and polished me up, thus
making me fit for missionary service.
After graduating in July, 1945, | was
sent to southern lllinois as a “servant to
the brethren,” to serve both white and
colored congregations. This branch of the
work also was very joyful and stimulating.
However, it was not all easygoing. It
was difficult witnessing there, as a result
of persecution and mob action that had
begun some years before. Once while |
alone was doing street work in a small
town an elderly man said to me: “I'm com-
ing back in ten minutes and if you are still
here, you'll wish you weren't.” | stood my
ground. He came back as promised, accom-
panied by a big man who looked as if he
was cut out to be a boxer. They grabbed
me and marched me around to the police
station. In a short time a mob formed and
it seemed everyone was crying for blood.
The police saw there was trouble ahead;
so they took me inside the station and out
the back door. As | drove away the mob
followed me and escorted me right out of
town. | went to the next town and went
from house to house for an hour, placing
twelve bound books. Never before had |
done so well in so short a time. Again, near
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Lawrenceville, Illincis, a clergyman and
the chief of police formed a mob of chil-
dren to stone a group of us who were work-
ing from house to house. After such expe-
riences you feel much stronger inside,
much more sure that this is the truth.

At East St. Louis, Illinois, in 1946, while
serving the colored congregation, | re-
ceived a letter from Brooklyn asking if |
would accept an assignment in Burma.
Burma? Several questions ran through
my mind: Where exactly is Burma? What
are the people like? Are there any publish-
ers there? And other questions. Of course,
I knew | would accept the assignment no
matter what the answers were to these
guestions. |1 was sent to Brooklyn Bethel
for two months’ further training; then ten
days at home. | boarded the train in Cleve-
land in December (1946) and, after a few
days, continued westward from San Fran-
cisco. As | saw America’s shore grow dim-
mer and dimmer, mixed emotions were
mine. Naturally there was a feeling of sad-
ness, but at the same time | was happy that
at last I was on my way to the Far East
where missionaries were so badly needed,
there being not yet one Gileadite in that
part of the world.

On the ship there were not many listen-
ing ears, as it happened to be loaded with
false shepherds—about 800 of them—Dbe-
longing to many different religious organi-
zations, all headed for various parts of the
Orient. So | had plenty of time to think.
Recalling some things | had heard about
Burma, | tried then, on the vast Pacific,
to get used to the idea of living in a hut,
sitting on a mat and having to use sign
language till I could pick up Burmese. But
I was in for a surprise. | was soon to real-
ize that in Burma the modern goes side
by side with the primitive; also, that in
Burma there are not only Burmese but a
variety of people of all colors and lan-
guages with different standards of living,
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culture, religion and habits, especially in
the larger towns. | was met by publishers
dressed in Western clothes, speaking Eng-
lish fluently. 1 was driven in a jeep over
paved streets, not to a hut as | had ex-
pected, but to a large wooden house that
was to be my future home. The brothers
(then only eighteen of them in the whole
country) gave me a warm welcome and |
was happy to be with them.

However, although things were much
more advanced than | had expected, they
still were very far behind what | had left
in the United States of America. Burma
had been hard hit by the second world war.
There was only a small supply of electric-
ity, government concerns having priority.
Few homes had electric light. At night
most streets were dark. Thieves abound-
ed; it was unsafe to be out after dark-
ness began. Transportation was limited to
a few old army trucks converted into buses.
A rickety old bus was used by us for the
ride out to Kingdom Hall. The oil lamps of
the bus we then took out and pumped up
to get ready for the meeting. Today, 1955,
things are, of course, much better than in
those early years after the Japanese pulled
out of Burma.

As the country’s only pioneer, every
morning | went out alone in service, except
on week ends when the congregation pub-
lishers joined me. Sometimes | momen-
tarily thought how pleasant it would be to
go home again, but instantly the amount
of work to be done and the joys of service
chased away such thoughts as | newly
faced forward to continue pursuing my
purpose in life. Three cartons of literature
I had brought from the United States, as
the brothers in Burma had not yet received
the latest publications. In three weeks my
literature was gone. The people were very
friendly, inviting me in at almost every
home, many offering tea and other re-
freshment. At quite a few homes | could
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use English, but was amazed at the variety
of people one met when going from door
to door. Apart from the Burmese and oth-
er indigenous peoples of Burma, like the
Karens, there were so many foreigners—
Chinese, Tamilians, Telegus, Bengalis, and
many, many other Indian races. A few
sentences in Burmese | learned for use at
homes of the non-English speaking. Most
of those | visited were Buddhists, Hindus,
etc., who did not even believe in the Bible;
so in many homes proving the Bible true
had to be my first step.

It was some time before | really began
to settle down. Many strange sights and
customs | had to get used to—including
such normal (for Burma) human practices
as people bathing at a water tap at the
roadside; others openly changing their
sarongs, right out in broad daylight, or
squatting on their haunches at the bus
station while waiting for the bus to come;
the big water buffalo and oxen pulling
huge logs. Also, at first | wondered what
those red marks were along all the streets
and sidewalks. They looked like blood, and
I just could not figure it out. Later |
learned that this was caused by a red fluid
the people spit out as they chew beetle
and nut. Even now, after eight years, |
am continually amused as | see persons
carrying things on their heads, such as a
bunch of bananas or an umbrella.

But as | steadfastly pursued my purpose
in life, the satisfaction derived from help-
ing new ones in service and watching a con-
gregation grow more than makes up for
any newnesses or inconveniences that a
‘new boy’ has to put up with even in Burma.
The love one feels for the “other sheep”
and the knowledge that they need your
help to grow to maturity definitely help
you toward settling down sooner than any-
thing else. In 1948, for example, a letter
came to us from a group of people in a
village 125 miles away. For eight years
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they had been trying to contact Jehovah's
people. One of them, having obtained a
bound book, became convinced he had
found the truth. He witnessed to others
in the village. Several left the Catholic
church, formed a little congregation on
their own and were meeting regularly for
Bible study. To that distant village a
brother and | went and there found twelve
publishers waiting to be baptized and or-
ganized theocratically. They were sur-
prised and glad to learn of the vastness
of Jehovah's organization and of such
places as Bethel and Gilead. Meeting them
and helping them out in field service was
a wonderful experience.

A Tamil man, with whom | began a
study a few years ago, also was formerly
a Catholic. He had left that church, even
before he contacted Jehovah's people,
merely by reading through a copy of the
Greek Scriptures in his own language.
Hungry for the truth, he eagerly absorbed
everything that was explained to him at
the studies. Although he has a large fam-
ily to take care of, he is now one of our
most zealous publishers, putting in forty
to sixty hours a month and conducting
about seven Bible studies. What a joy it
has been to see him progress in the truth!

The New World Society Assembly at
Yankee Stadium | was privileged to at-
tend in 1953, and then to visit my home.
Even though that convention was such a
wonderful one, and it was so good again
to see the folks at home, | can assure you
that my thoughts were here in Burma with
this small group of publishers that I have
learned to love so much. After a few days
in America | was ready, in fact, longing,
to get back to my assignment. | feel there
is so much work here to do and so few
workers to do it.

While all missionaries here are loaded
down with responsibilities, we do take time
occasionally to sit down and review some
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of our past experiences. It gives one a
wonderful sense of proportion to compare
his life before becoming a missionary and
after becoming one. There are only four
of us here, but all agree that we would not
want to return home permanently. Speak-
ing for myself, | can say that leaving what
I called home and going into a foreign as-
signment about which |1 knew very little
has given me much greater strength in Je-
hovah. The work has been more satisfying.
I have been able to give much more than
I would have been able to give in my home
territory. Now when | see a Burmese pub-
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lisher stand at a door giving a three- to
eight-minute sermon with the Bible in his
hand—a person who only a short time ago
was attending a church—it makes me ap-
preciate the undeserved kindness of Jeho-
vah and the privilege I have of sharing in
His work here in Burma. | consider it a
favor from Jehovah to be here! I am happy
to be here, happy to be now on active duty
here as branch servant. Yes, while pursu-
ing my purpose in life the hardships are
greater, there are many more obstacles,
but, when these are overcome, they defi-
nitely add to spiritual strength, for Jeho-
vah’s use and honor.

CHRISTIAN NEUTRALS IN AMERICA
DURING WORLD WAR N

HILE the interesting things already
W related were happening to Jeho-
vah'’s witnesses in other parts of the earth
during World War 11, what happened to
the witnesses in the United States during
this period? They too conducted themselves
as neutrals amidst a sea of mankind that
had become hysterical during days of war.
This meant that the American witnesses
withstood one of the hottest periods of
persecution of Christians in the annals of
modem history. From 1933, when figures
of arrests began to be kept by the Watch
Tower Society, up to 1951 where the after-
math of persecution due to military service
requirements still continued, there is rec-
ord of 18,886 individual arrests.3 This is

aStatistics supplied by the Watch Tower Society’'s
legal department, Brooklyn, N.Y.

an almost unbelievable figure for a country
claiming to be democratic and a champion
of freedom.

Additionally at least 1,500 mobbings oc-
curred, involving the witnesses from one
end of the United States to the other. As
previously pointed out, on June 3,1940, the
Supreme Court of the United States ruled
against the Society in the Gobitis flag-
salute case. This touched off a terrific pub-
lic reaction against the witnesses. It took
great Christian fortitude and faith on the
part of all of Jehovah's people, male and
female, children and grown-ups, to endure
this period of trial and at the same time to
continue their public preaching from house
to house and on the streets. Sheer faith in
Jehovah defeated persecution in the long
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run, even as it had done in Germany and
other countries.

Three years later (1943), when the flag-
salute case was brought before the United
States Supreme Court for the second time,
the following official description of the pub-
lic's reaction to the court's 1940 decision
was set out in the Society’s brief given to
each of the nine high justices.

“Immediately following delivery of the Go-
bitis [adverse] opinion on June 3, 1940, a
nation-wide campaign of newspaper publicity
and idle gossip was launched by enemies of
Jehovah's witnesses, falsely accusing them of
being 'against the flag and government,' solely
because they refuse to salute any flag, includ-
ing the American flag, for conscience’ sake.
That opinion was like a lighted match applied
to a field of dried grass. Prejudice created by
unfavorable newspaper publicity flamed into
open violence. Widespread mob attacks result-
ed immediately against Jehovah's witnesses.
For more than two years, in thousands of com-
munities throughout this land, certain religious
elements or ‘would-be' patriotic elements have
led men controlled neither by law nor reason
to assault thousands of Jehovah's witnesses,
men, women and children; destroyed their prop-
erty; drove them from their homes; burned
their houses, places of worship, furniture, books
and money; tied groups of them together and
forced castor oil in large quantity down their
throats; herded them like beasts along hot,
dusty roads and railroad rights-of-way in many
places; dragged them along the main streets of
the city by a rope around their necks and
strung up; and committed numerous other
deeds of violence and wickedness against them
without a cause, and continue so to do to this
day without interference from the law. Public
officials, influenced by well-
known religionists, broke
into homes of private cit-
izens, Jehovah's witnesses,
kidnaped and carried
them from one state to an-
other, and broke up their
private Bible-study assem-
blies. Thousands of chil-
dren have been expelled
from school and great
numbers prosecuted as de-
linquents, many convicted
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and ordered to be taken from parents. Hun-
dreds of parents have been threatened with pros-
ecution for the alleged crime of contributing to
delinquency and truancy of their children and
many convicted—all because they have taught
them the Bible and the children have humbly
obeyed God's commands.”»

On June 16, 1940, the United States so-
licitor general, Francis Biddle, in a radio
broadcast over a coast-to-coast network
made the following statement in an effort
to quiet the spirit of mob violence then

rampant.

" ... Jehovah's witnesses have been repeat-
edly set upon and beaten. They had committed
no crime; but the mob adjudged they had, and
meted out mob punishment. The Attorney Gen-
eral has ordered an immediate investigation of
these outrages. The people must be alert and
watchful, and above all cool and sane. Since
mob violence will make the government's task
infinitely more difficult, it will not be tolerated.
We shall not defeat the Nazi evil by emulating
its methods."c

Note the following nontheocratic report

of this period of wartime persecution.
“Not since the persecution of the Mormons
years ago has any religious minority been so
bitterly and generally attacked as the members
of Jehovah’s Witnesses—particularly in the
spring and summer of 1940. While this was the
peak of the attacks upon them, hostility and
discrimination have been rife for several years.
Documents filed with the Department of Justice
by attorneys for Jehovah’'s Witnesses and the
American Civil Liberties Union showed over
three hundred thirty-five instances of mob vio-
lence in forty-four states during 1940, involving
one thousand four hundred eighty-eight men,
women, and children. The cause of this extraor-
dinary outbreak was the ‘patriotic’ fear aroused
by the success of the Nazi
armies in Europe and the
panic which seized the
country at the imagined in-
vasion of the United States.
From California to Maine
this emotion expressed it-
self in searching out
'Fifth Columnists' and
'Trojan Horses'—phrases
bApéJeIIees Brief, West Vir-
lnla tate Board of Educatlon

a7
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which sprang into almost immediate popularity
to characterize those thought to be opposed to
national defense. Jehovah’'s Witnesses were the
object of immediate and widespread attack,
chiefly because of their position, on flag salut-
ing, well advertised by their widespread distribu-
tion of the May 29, 1940, issue of the magazine
Consolation giving details of the hearing before
the U.S. Supreme Court of the Gobitis flag
salute case. Following the decision of June 3,
1940, in which school boards were upheld in
their right to expel children of this sect who
refused to salute the flag, this propaganda was
taken by some as seditious.””

For relief, for refuge, the doors of the
United States Supreme Court were clam-
ored at. Finally the unusual happened. The
Supreme Court reversed itself on June 14,
1943, in the case of West Virginia State
Board of Education v. Barnette, holding
that Jehovah's witnesses need not salute
the flag. From the court's historic opinion
we quote:

“To sustain the compulsory flag salute we
are required to say that a Bill of Rights which
guards the individual’s right to speak his own
mind, left it open to public authorities to com-
pel him to utter what is not in his mind. . . .
If there is any fixed star in our constitutional
constellation, it is that no official, high or petty,
can prescribe what shall be orthodox in politics,
nationalism, religion, or other matters of opin-
ion or force citizens to confess by word or act
their faith therein. . . . We think the action of
the local authorities in compelling the flag
salute and pledge transcends constitutional
limitations on their power and invades the
sphere of intellect and spirit which it is the
purpose of the First Amendment to our Con-
stitution to reserve from all official control. The
decision of this Court in Minersville School Dis-
trict v. Gobitis . [is] overruled.”e

What rejoicing this victory brought to
Jehovah'’s people! Now their children could
return to public schools for their educa-
tion and no longer would it be necessary to
operate the temporary Kingdom Schools.

d The Persecution of Jehovah's W|tnessesj by Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union, January, 1941, p."3

« West Vlrglnla State Board of Education v. Barnette,
319 U.S.
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For the first time in eight long years could
the children of the witnesses take their
rightful places in the schoolrooms of the
nation. This without their being required
to make what to them is an idolatrous
salute.

Sedition was another false charge. In
Mississippi, in June, 1942, R. E. Taylor and
two others of Jehovah's witnesses were
arrested and falsely indicted for encourag-
ing disloyalty to the government of the
United States and that of the state of Mis-
sissippi, and for orally disseminating teach-
ings and distributing literature calculated
to encourage disloyalty to the government
of the United States. These were convicted
for sedition and each sentenced to impris-
onment for the duration of the war but not
to exceed ten years. This raised the serious
stigma of sedition. One year later this
came to the Supreme Court of the United
States, where the Court held on June 14,
1943, in another “Flag Day” decision,
9 to 0, in favor of the witnesses’ not be-
ing seditious. In its opinion the Court said:

“The statute as construed in these cases
makes it a criminal offense to communicate to
others views and opinions respecting govern-
mental policies, and prophecies concerning the
future of our own and other nations. As applied
to the appellants it punishes them although
what they communicated is not claimed or
shown to have been done with an evil or sinis-
ter purpose, to have advocated or incited sub-
versive action against the nation or state, or
to have threatened any clear and present dan-
ger to our institutions or our government.
What these appellants communicated were
their beliefs and opinions concerning domestic
measures and trends in national and world
affairs. Under our decisions criminal sanctions
cannot be imposed for such communications.”*

Here was another victory, a unanimous
decision, that the witnesses could not, by
any stretch of the imagination, be branded
and legally punished by their religious op-
posers as being subversive. This favorable
decision was a large contribution toward

f Taylor v. Mississippi, 319 U.S. 583, 589, 590.
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raising the bulwark of defense as to free-
dom of worship and freedom of speech, and
that in the midst of global war.

After many battles in the lower courts,
where license-tax laws designed for ped-
dlers were made to apply to ministers of
religion (that is, Jehovah’'s witnesses in
the distribution of their literature), the
United States Supreme Court on June 8§,
1942, had ruled against the Society in
Jones v.
opinion was aimed for dealing a body blow
against the house-to-house work of the
witnesses. It was, in fact, an outright sup-
pression of freedom of worship, speech and
press—in total disregard of guarantees in
the federal Constitution. Undisturbed, the
witnesses kept on with their preaching
work, refusing to apply for licenses. There
was thus forced an issue from a slightly
different angle, to be brought again before
the United States Supreme Court. This
came in the case of Murdock v. Pennsyl-
vania, where the high court remarkably
reversed itself in favor of the witnesses on
May 3, 1943. Note the following classical
legal principles announced that day in the
court’s opinion.

“The hand distribution of religious tracts is
an age-old form of missionary evangelism—as
old as the history of printing presses. ... It is
more than preaching; it is more than distribu-

tion of religious literature. It is a combination
of both. Its purpose is as evangelical as the re-

gJones v. Opelika, 316 U.S. 584.
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vival meeting. This form of religious activity
occupies the same high estate under the First
Amendment as do worship in the churches and
preaching from the pulpits. It has the same
claim to protection as the more orthodox and
conventional exercises of religion. It also has
the same claim as the others to the guarantees
of freedom of speech and freedom of the press.
. . . But the mere fact that the religious litera-
ture is ‘sold* by itinerant preachers rather than
‘donated’ does not transform evangelism into
a commercial enterprise. If it did, then the pass-
NThog the collection plate in church would
make the church service a commercial project.

. A state may not impose a charge for the
enjoyment of a right granted by the federal
constitution. . . . The power to impose a license
tax on the exercise of these freedoms is indeed
as potent as the power of censorship which
this Court has repeatedly struck down. . . .
The judgment in Jones v. Opelika has this day
been vacated. Freed from that controlling
precedent, we can restore to their high, consti-
tutional position the liberties of itinerant evan-
gelists who disseminate their religious beliefs
and the tenets of their faith through distribu-
tion of literature.” 1l

Grand, gemlike words these! Another
signal victory to raise higher the grow-
ing bulwark against the invasion of free-
dom of worship. Before the witnesses there
now lay a clear legal field for their house-
to-house ministry. Their apostolic way of
preaching had been written into the law
of the land.1

(To be continued)

hMurdock v. Pennsylvania (1943), 319 U.S. 105.
i Douglas v. Jeannette (May 3, 1943), 319 U.S. 157, 181

Preaching by means of Truck Signs

H In Italy two Christian ministers who are also natural brothers are engaged in
a trucking business that requires them to make long trips from one end of the
Italian peninsula to the other. Alert to their opportunities to preach they painted
on one side of their truck in large gold-colored letters the text at Matthew 24:14
regarding this good news of the Kingdom being preached in all the inhabited
earth, and on the other side of the truck the words: “If you want to avoid being
deceived and want to know the truth of Jehovah God'’s purposes, turn to Jehovah'’s
witnesses.” On a recent trip from southern to northern Italy they were stopped by
four different highway police patrols who had become curious because of these
signs. They had opportunity to preach. They enjoy many such experiences.
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L ual life in materialized flesh over an
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God-appointed realm certainly were not
keeping their original position but were
making their dwelling place with sinful
women outside the paradise of Eden. By
taking this selfish, lustful, untheocratic
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angels that the disciple Jude refers in the
following argument in his letter: “Jeho-
vah, although he saved a people out of the
land of Egypt, afterwards destroyed those
not showing faith. And the angels that did
not keep their original position but forsook
their own proper dwelling-place he has re-
served with eternal bonds under dense
darkness for the judgment of the great
day. So, too, Sod'om and Gomor'rah and
the cities about them, after they in the
same manner as the foregoing ones had
committed fornication excessively and
gone out sifter flesh for unnatural use, are
placed before us as a warning example by
undergoing the judicial punishment of
everlasting fire.”—Jude 5-7, 2W .

2
God” was up in heaven in the spirit realm,
2. In what respects is the conduct of those deflecting

Sﬁirit “sons of God” comparable with the way of life
chosen on earth by the first woman and her man?

The original position of those “sons of
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where they were before the foundations
of the earth were laid to provide a home,
not for heavenly angels, but for mankind
and lower animals. Their proper dwelling
place was in the loftier invisible realm of
the heavens in companionship with the
other spirit angels of God and with direct
access to God's face rather than down here
on earth in fleshly companionship with
sinful women as wives and as mothers of
unnatural children. Adam followed Eve
into sin and rebellion against God; these
“sons of God” followed the “daughters of
men” into sin and demonic rebellion against
God. They are the angels whom Jude meant,
for Jude compared Sodom and Gomorrah
to them, in that these cities committed for-
nication excessively and went out after flesh
for unnatural use, trying even to commit
sodomy with the two angels that had mate-
rialized as men in order to visit Lot at his
home in Sodom. (Gen. 19:1-11) The Israel-
ites, too, committed fornication idolatrous-
ly with the flesh of heathen women outside
their holy nation. (Num. 25:1-9; 31:15,16)
The sin of the “sons of God” was similar.
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this world, classed the anti-Christian goats
in with these fallen angels, saying: “Be on
your way from me, you who have been
cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared
for the Devil and his angels.” (Matt. 25:41,
NW) However, the sentence of everlasting
destruction was not executed upon those
disobedient angels even at the time of
the flood. Their unnatural offspring, the
Nephilim, were indeed destroyed at the
flood, for they were merely human and
were not admitted into the ark that Noah
built for saving his family and specimens
of the lower animals. The wives of the
“sons of God,” the mothers of the Nephi-
lim, were drowned in the flood for they,
too, were human and the “sons of God”
could not take them with them when they
dematerialized to escape the flood and re-
turn to the spirit realm.

4  What punishment, then, was inflicted

upon those disobedient “sons of God” in
this meantime before their coming de-
struction? Jude says that God “has re-
served [them] with eternal bonds under
dense darkness for the judgment of

3 For their sinful disobedience thesé’reat day.” The apostle Peter also de-

“sons of God” who forsook God’s heavenly
service have been sentenced to death with
Satan the Devil, as his “seed” or offspring.
Jude’s letter shows this, for he locates his
reference to these fallen angels in between
his mention of those Israelites who were
once saved from Egypt but who were after-
ward destroyed for not showing faith in
Jehovah and the cities of Sodom and Go-
morrah that underwent the judicial punish-
ment of everlasting fire for their filthy im-
morality. (Gen. 19:12-29) Jesus Christ, in
his prophecy on the “time of the end” of
3,4. (a) What immediate and future punishment for
the disobedient angelic “sons of God” is reported in
the Bible? (b) Under what symbolic Bible term is_that
immediate punishment for the unholy angels distin-
guishable from the Bible terms that ldentlgy the per-

manent and temporary places of punishment of unholy
humans?

scribes their immediate punishment, say-
ing: “God did not hold back from punish-
ing the angels that sinned, but, by throw-
ing them into Tar'tarus, delivered them
to pits of dense darkness to be reserved for
judgment; and he did not hold back from
punishing an ancient world, but kept Noah,
a preacher of righteousness, safe with
seven others when he brought a deluge up-
on a world of ungodly people, and by re-
ducing the cities Sod'om and Go mor'rah
to ashes he condemned them, setting a pat-
tern for ungodly persons of things to come,
and he delivered righteous Lot, who was
greatly distressed by the indulgence of the
law-defying people in loose conduct.”
(2 Pet. 2:4-7,
Flood and to the judgment of the great
day of Jehovah when he establishes his

NW)Particularly from ti
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kingdom by Jesus Christ, the “angels that
sinned” have been penalized with having
to dwell in Tartarus, unable to return to
their lofty “original position.” Tartarus
(generally mistranslated “hell”) is not the
same as Gehenna and Ha'des (likewise mis-
translated “hell”). Whereas Gehenna pic-
tures God's arrangement for destroying
wicked human souls forever and Ha'des is
the common grave of mankind from which
there will be a resurrection of the dead,
Tartarus is where the “angels that sinned”
are confined.

5The Biblical Tartarus is not the Tar-
tarus of the heathen mythologies, namely,
the lowest of the lower regions, as far be-
low Ha'des as the earth is below heaven.
There the lesser gods, Cronus and the oth-
er spirit Titans, were imprisoned by the
victorious god Zeus or Jupiter. It was a
place of darkness and it enveloped all the
lower regions the same as the heavens en-
veloped all that was higher than the earth.
Comparable with the mythological mean-
ing, Tartarus pictures a condition of deep-
est abasement and dense darkness, not for
human souls, but for wicked spirits, rebels
against God. In harmony with this, the
Syriac version of 2 Peter 2:4 uses the ex-
pression “the lowest places” instead of
Tartarus. These rebel spirits, including Sa-
tan the Devil, have been abased as if cast
down to a literal Tartarus, by being cast
out of God’s service and sentenced to de-
struction, to being crushed at the head like
so many serpents by the Seed of God's
woman, the glorified Jesus Christ.

6That did not mean they were at once
excluded from heaven, kept away from
contact with the faithful, holy angels. The
book about Job, who lived over seven hun-
dred years after the Flood, pictures how
Satan had access into heaven, to enter the
meeting of the “sons of God” and to chal-
5, 6. (Ia) How are Tartarus of the Bible and the mytho-

logical Tartarus comparable? (b) How is abasing (or
abyssing) of unholy spirit creatures Biblically defined?
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lenge Jehovah to let him put Job’s integrity
to the test. (Job 1:6 to 2:10) And Reve-
lation 12:1-7 reveals that when Jehovah's
kingdom by Jesus Christ was born in the
heavens in 1914 (A.D.), Satan and his
angels had been tolerated up in heaven till
then. Moreover, Satan and his demons con-
stitute the symbolic heavens of this world,
the heavens that have dominated earthly
human society and that are to be destroyed
as by fire at the battle of Armageddon.
(2 Pet. 3:10-12) Hence, in the Bible, Tar-
tarus means an abased condition, deprived
of privileges of service within God’'s uni-
versal organization rather than a position
or place.

7In this abased state or condition Satan
and the other angels that sinned are held
under dense darkness or are in pits of
dense darkness, held there by eternal
bonds. The dense darkness is a spiritual
one, rather than a literal one, with no
light of truth and revelation and favor
from God. “Light is sown for the right-
eous,” not for demonized spirits. (Ps.
97:11) That is why the messages of the
spirits through mediums give no explana-
tion of the Bible and throw no light on
Bible prophecies. So, being in pits of dense
darkness does not mean that their opera-
tions in connection with humankind are
restricted to seances in the dark with spirit
mediums. They can perform through hu-
man agents also in the daylight.

8Their being “reserved with eternal
bonds” evidently means also that they are
no more permitted to materialize in the
flesh as before the Flood. This power of
materialization was exercised by God’'s
faithful angels, including Jesus Christ, for
thousands of years after the Flood, down
7. What enlarged understandini;S of the present position

and activity of the rebel angels should we now recog-
nize and make known (or sow)?

8. How may we now accurately understand manifesta-
tions and communications that spiritualism falsely de-
fines as an activity of human souls that have died?
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into the day of Christ's faithful apostles,
according to God’s will and to serve his
holy purposes. But the sinner angels were
not allowed to use this power longer, for
they would misuse it. The materializations
that are reported by spiritualists as taking
place at mediumistic seances are not ma-
terializations such as the “sons of God”
performed before the Flood. Their materi-
alizations were instantaneous and out in
the open daylight without a medium and in
independent bodies. The spiritualist mate-
rializations today are merely the taking of
the protoplasm or material of the medi-
um’s body and extruding it from such body
as “ectoplasm” and then shaping it into
human appearances. At the end of the
apparition the ectoplasm, rather than be-
ing dissolved, uncreated and dematerial-
ized, returns to the medium’s body and the
medium becomes normal and conscious
again. Since the disobedient spirits can no
longer materialize, they are obliged to
operate through mediums. They also try
to obsess human victims or take possession
of them, fully controlling them. Such were
the demon-possessed whom Jesus and his
apostles encountered in their day, and
many a demon Jesus and his apostles ex-
pelled to free their victims. (Matt. 4:24;
10:1, 8; 12:28,
16:16-18) This they did by the spirit of
God to uphold the truth and universal
sovereignty of Jehovah God, and not by
the power of the Devil the way the spirit
mediums and religious exorcists do in or-
der to bolster up the doctrines, beliefs and
practices of false religious cults and sys-
tems. Operating through mediums at se-
ances or table tippings or spirit knockings
or other spiritualistic manifestations, these
demons pretend to be “departed souls” of
the human dead and thus keep up the lie
that the dead are not dead but more alive
and know more than ever before.
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PREACHING TO SPIRITS IN PRISON

*The apostle Peter further identifies the
“sons of God” that married the “daughters
of men” prior to the Flood as being spirit
creatures who acted disobediently, thus
making themselves demons. Note how Peter
makes this identification: “Christ died
once for all time concerning sins, a right-
eous person for unrighteous ones, that he
might lead you to God, he being put to
death in the flesh, but being made alive in
the spirit. In this state also he went his
way and preached to the spirits in prison,
which had once been disobedient when the
patience of God was waiting in Noah'’s
days, while the ark was being constructed,
in which a few people, that is, eight souls,
were carried safely through the water.
That which corresponds to this is also now
saving you, namely, baptism, (not the put-
ting away of the filth of the flesh [by fol-
lowing the law of Moses to the Jews], but
the request made to God for a good con-
science,) through the resurrection [in the
spirit] of Jesus Christ. He is at God's right
hand, for he went his way to heaven, and
angels and authorities and powers were
made subject to him.”—1 Pet. 3:18-22, NW.

D The “spirits in prison” are the spirit

“sons of God” who took the “daughters of

NW:;Luke 9:1;meér’7asAstives and fathered the Nephilim

and who after the Flood, on their demate-
rializing back into the spirit realm, were
cast down into Tartarus and reserved in
this abased condition “with eternal bonds
under dense darkness for the judgment of
the great day.” Concerning this judgment
the apostle Paul said to the Christian con-
gregation: “If the world is to be judged
by you, are you unfit to try very trivial
matters? Do you not know that we shall
judge angels?” (1 Cor. 6:2, 3, NW) These
9-12. (a) Whom does Jesus’' apostle Peter identify as
“spirits in prison”? (b) When and how did Jesus
Bitfernce._botween that. preacing. by Jesus and. aur

foretold present-day earth-wide announcing of Jehovah's
kingdom?
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“spirits in prison” are not in the so-called
“hell” or She'd or Ha'des. When Jesus
Christ was in She'ol or Ha'des he could not
preach to anybody, for She'ol or Ha'des
is mankind’'s common grave and Jesus was
dead there for parts of three days. (Acts
2:27, 31, 32; Ps. 16:10) “Whatsoever thy
hand is able to do, do it earnestly: for
neither work, nor reason, nor wisdom, nor
knowledge, shall be in hell, whither thou
art hastening” (

you are going.”—Eccl. 9:10, RS;

1 Not when Jesus was dead in She'ol;'preached”

Ha'des or the common grave after he had
been “put to death in the flesh,” but some
time after he had been “made alive in the
spirit” by being resurrected from the dead,
Jesus Christ preached to the “spirits in
prison.” It was “in this state,” as a spirit
now divine, immortal, incorruptible, that
Jesus could preach to those spirits. Just
when did he do this? During the forty days
after his resurrection while he remained at
the earth with his disciples? Hardly dur-
ing the forty days after his resurrection,
for then “by many positive proofs he
showed himself alive after he had suffered,
being seen by them throughout forty days
and telling the things about the kingdom of
God.” Thus he gave proof of his resurrec-
tion to his disciples, who were to be his
witnesses, and not to his enemies such as
the demons or “spirits in prison” were.
(Acts 1:3-11; 2:32; 3:15; 10:40-42, NW)
Well, then, did he preach to the spirits dur-
ing the ten days between his ascending to
heaven from the Mount of Olives and the
day of Pentecost? No, for during those ten
days Jesus was ascending to his heavenly
Father, how many billions of light-years
distant from the earth we do not know,
that he might appear as a High Priest with
the value of his human sacrifice in the
presence of the Most Holy One, Jehovah
God. (Heb. 9:24-26; 10:12, 13) He would
hardly detour to preach to condemned
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“spirits in prison,” for whom there is no
sin-removing sacrifice, while he was on
such an errand of first importance.

D Consequently it must have been since
arriving in Jehovah God's presence and
sitting down at His right hand with angels,
authorities and powers “made subject to
him” that Jesus Christ in the spirit
“preached to the spirits in prison,” the
spirits in Tartarus. What he preached to

B “in Sheothémmw¥dshnot the Gospel, the Evangel or

the Good News of the Kingdom. The word
is different from the word
“evangelized,” even in the original Greek
in which the apostle Peter wrote. To
“evangelize” means to bring a good mes-
sage. To “preach” (
merely to proclaim, announce or herald
whatever is to be made public. The procla-
mation, announcement or heralding may
be of something bad, as when Jonah was
sent to “cry against” Nineveh, and he
cried: “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown,” thus preaching a message of
adverse judgment. (Jonah 1:2; 3:2, 4, 5, 7,
the LXX using the Greek word ke-rys'so
here) Also as when Joel 3:9 (RS) com-
mands: “Proclaim [ke-rys'so, LXX] this
among the nations: Prepare war, stir up
the mighty men, let all the men of war
draw near, let them come up.” Also at
Hosea 5:8 (RS): “Sound the alarm [ke-
rys'so, LXX] at Beth-aven.”

BSince these “spirits in prison” were
reserved with eternal bonds for the judg-
ment of the great day of Jehovah, Jesus
Christ resurrected in the spirit realm could
preach to them only a message of judg-
ment. Even before he emptied himself of
his spiritual power and glory and was made
flesh by human birth as the man Jesus
Christ, he as a spirit son of God had done
this. (Phil. 2:5-8) On what occasions?

13, 14. How, prior to his resurrection from the dead,
and in what Biblically reported instances, did Jesus,

as Jehovah's archangel, preach in the spirit realm, and
to whom?

ey 2y meal
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X Firston the occasion when the prophet B

Moses died on top of Mount Nebo. Then,
when the Son of God “had a difference
with the Devil and was disputing about
Moses’ body, he did not dare to bring a
judgment against him in abusive terms,
but said: ‘May Jehovah rebuke you.”” The
spirit Son of God, as the archangel Micha-
el, kept control of Moses’ body and buried
it for Jehovah God at a place in a valley in
Moab that no man has discovered and no
spirit medium is able to reveal. (Jude 9,
NW; Deut. 34:1-6) The other occasion is
disclosed to us by the prophecy of Zecha-
riah 3:1, 2 (AS), concerning the high
priest Joshua after he and other Jews re-
turned from Babylon to the desolated city
of Jerusalem and began to rebuild the tem-
ple of Jehovah God there. We read: “And
he showed me Joshua the high priest
standing before the angel of Jehovah, and
Satan standing at his right hand to be his
adversary. And Jehovah [ Version:
And the angel of
Jehovah] said unto
Satan, Jehovah re-
buke thee, O Satan;
yea, Jehovah that
hath chosen Jerusa-
lem rebuke thee.”
(See also AT; Mo.)
Jehovah'’s rebuking
of Satan means the
divine execution
of judgment against
him on Jehovah’s
great judgment day
when he brings the end of this wicked
world or system of things under Satan and
ushers in the righteous world under Jesus
Christ the King of kings. In view of that,
in the centuries before Jesus was put to
death in the flesh and made alive in the
spirit by the resurrection from the dead it
was not the time for Jehovah by his angelic
Son to “rebuke” Satan.

NOAH S WIFE
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apostle, at 1 Peter 3:18-22, when speaking
of Jesus Christ's suffering unjustly even
to the death and his being raised to life in
the spirit realm, suddenly speaks of spirits
that were disobedient thousands of years
before in Noah'’s day? Well, Peter surpris-
ingly tells that the resurrected Christ
preached to those imprisoned spirits be-
cause there is a likeness between what hap-
pened in Noah’s day and the things Peter
now discusses. According to Jesus’ own
words at Matthew 24:37-39, Noah was a
prophetic figure of Jesus Christ. So Noah’s
wife was a typical picture of the “bride,
the Lamb’s wife,” that is, the true church
or congregation of Jesus’ spirit-begotten
followers. The three sons of Noah and their
three wives pictured the “great crowd” of
believers in Christ, to whom he will be-
come the Everlasting Father during his
thousand-year reign over the coming new
world. They will not be glorified with
Christ in heaven
and reign with him
on his throne the
way the faithful
congregation of his
spiritual followers
will. They will in-
herit the earth-
ly paradise that
Christ's kingdom
will restore to this
globe after the bat-
tle of Armageddon.
Since A.D. 1914 we
have been in the “time of the end” of this
wicked world, and already a “great crowd”
of these earthly believers have been gath-
ered out from the nations and brought into
the New World society together with the

PHETIC FIGURES

REPRESENTED

S 3 SONS 4 THEIR WIVES

15-17. (a) Why and how are Noah'’s preflood preaching
and Jesus' preaching to the imprisoned spirits com-
parable? (b) Why were certain Erominent contempo-
raries of Noah among those who knew of or heard his
preflood sermons?
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last members on earth of the “bride, the
Lamb’s wife.”—Rev. 21:9.

16Just as Noah built the ark for his fam-
ily to survive the flood, so Jesus Christ as
the Greater Noah builds the new system of
things. Inside it the members of his “bride”
class and the “great crowd” of his future
sons and daughters may survive the great
execution of Jehovah's judgment at the
coming battle of Armageddon. Inside this
ark of the new system of things they must
be baptized into the Greater Noah as their
Savior, Leader and Example in order to
avoid being baptized with the world in the
fiery flood of destruction at Armageddon.
—1 Pet. 3:21, NW.

I'The apostle Peter reminds us that
Noah was a “preacher of righteousness”
at the time of the end of the ancient world.
(2 Pet. 2:5) Since only the seven others
of his family were to be saved in the ark,
what he preached to the people of that
ancient world must have been about Jeho-
vah’s coming judgment upon them at the
flood. Those to whom he preached must
have included the Nephilim and their fath-
ers, the materialized, married “sons of
God.” Thus Noah preached to the spirits
that were imprisoned in Tartarus after the
flood, but he could do it in the flesh because
they were in the flesh, materialized.

BLikewise the Greater Noah, the resur-
rected Jesus, preached to those same spir-
its in prison since the flood. Shortly before
he was put to death in the flesh he said to
his followers: “Now there is a judging of
this world; now the ruler of this world
[Satan] will be cast out.” (John 12:31,

NW) But after being “made alive in the
spirit,” Jesus up in heaven on the day of
Pentecost poured out the holy spirit upon
the first members of his “bride” class and
began building the ark of the new system

18, 19. (a) Where, in the Bible's parts written by John,
do we find some principal Eomts of Jesus’ preaching
to the imprisoned spirits? § ) How and when was the
gredlcted rebuke of the chief spirit rebel and his unseen-
y-men allies executed, and with what foretold result?
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of things. In harmony with the prophetic
type furnished by ancient Noah it was also
proper that the Greater Noah in heaven
should preach to the spirits in prison.
About the year 96 (A.D.) God gave to the
glorified Jesus Christ the marvelous Reve-
lation to give to the aged apostle John, and
this Revelation has much to say about Sa-
tan the Devil and the demons, his angels.
Certainly this delivering of this Revelation
to John was a preaching to the spirits in
prison, for from chapter twelve on it has
much to say about their activities in our
day and their defeat, their abyssing and
their final everlasting destruction.

O In 1914, the opening year of World

War 1, Jehovah God began delivering a
stinging rebuke to Satan and his demons
who still had entry to heaven and freedom
of movement there. In the autumn of that
year the “appointed times of the nations”
ran out and the time came for Jehovah God
to establish his kingdom in the hands of
his Son Jesus Christ. (Luke 21:24, NW)
As symbolically pictured in the twelfth
chapter of Revelation, God brought his
kingdom to birth, to rule in the midst of
these worldly nations and finally to dash
them to pieces at the coming battle of Ar-
mageddon. Immediately after the King-
dom’s birth Jehovah’s Chief Angel or Arch-
angel, his enthroned King known in heaven
as Michael, “battled with the dragon, and
the dragon and its angels battled.” Satan
the Dragon and his demon angels were de-
feated and hurled down from the heavens
to the vicinity of our earth to be restrained
here until the approaching battle of Arma-
geddon. (Rev. 12:7-9, NW) This was in-
deed an abasement, in a bodily sense, in
addition to their being already in their
Tartarus condition of abasement. This was
an imprisonment of them in a bodily way
in addition to their being “in prison,” in
Tartarus, since the Flood, they being for-
ever debarred from heaven and permitted
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now no higher than the earth where Sa-
tan’s rebellion started. Little wonder, then,
that the Dragon the original Serpent
writhed at this rebuke and now spits out
venom at Jehovah God’s organization.

STEWATCHTOW ER.

599

2 The facts in fulfillment of the proph-
ecy of Malachi 3:1 prove that Jehovah and
his “Angel of the covenant” came to the
spiritual temple in the spring of 1918. So
now the “angel of Jehovah” is at the tem-

D  As to Satan’s being cast out of heaverple since then, engaged in judgment work,

we read, at Revelation 12:10: “Now have
come to pass the salvation and the power
and the kingdom of our God and the au-
thority of his Christ, because the accuser
of our brothers has been hurled down, who
accuses them day and night before our
God!”
plete and final fulfillment of the above-
quoted prophecy of Zechariah 3:1, 2 (page
597,1(14). In Zechariah's prophecy the “an-
gel of Jehovah” is the same as the “Angel of
the covenant” concerning whom Malachi
31
come with the Lord Jehovah to the temple
for judgment work, namely, the glorified
Jesus Christ. Notonlyis he Jehovah's Chief
Angel or Archangel but he is Jehovah's
High Priest. On earth he is represented by
his brother priests, the underpriests who
follow in his footsteps and who are to be
a “royal priesthood” with him. (1 Pet.
2:9) It is these that the Dragon, Satan the
Devil, accuses. When he accuses them he
in effect accuses their Head, the High
Priest Jesus Christ, for what is done to
them is the same as if done to him. (Matt.
10:40; 25:40, 45) Just as Zechariah's
prophecy shows that Satan tried to be an
adversary to Joshua the Jewish high priest
after the Jews returned from Babylon to
rebuild the temple at Jerusalem, so Satan
has fought and accused the remnant of
priestly followers of Jesus Christ the High
Priest after they got free from modern-
day Babylon in 1919 (A.D.).

20-22. (a) How now do we unmistakably identify the
complete and final fulfillment of the God-given predic-
tion at Zechariah 3:1, 2? (b) Why and how is preach-
ing by Jesus to the imprisoned spirits still progressing,
and when will that preaching end?

and his judgments extend to Satan the
Devil also. When, therefore, Satan acts as
an adversary to Jehovah's High Priest Je-
sus Christ by resisting the remnant of his
priestly followers on earth, Jesus Christ
the “angel of Jehovah” at the temple says

(NW)Hence there is now a céfnSatan: “Jehovah rebuke thee, O Satan!

Yea, Jehovah that hath chosen Jerusalem
rebuke thee!” (Zech. 3:2, Da) After Jesus
Christ, Jehovah’'s Chief Angel or Arch-
angel, hurled Satan out of heaven down to
earth he did not at once proceed to fight

(Da;Dy) prophesied that he wouldhe battle of Armageddon and put Satan

completely out of action. He has allowed
Satan a “short period of time” before again
joining battle with him at Armageddon.
Thus the days of tribulation upon Satan’s
organization have been cut that much
shorter, and this has worked for the bene-
fit of Jehovah’s chosen “royal priesthood.”
For this reason, since coming to the tem-
ple, Jesus Christ the “angel of Jehovah”
could not do more than say to Satan: “Je-
hovah rebuke thee.” In this way the glori-
fied Jesus Christ now ‘preaches to Satan
and the other spirits in prison’ in the spirit
realm. Asking for Jehovah to rebuke them
is a preaching of judgment against them.
At the coming battle of Armageddon Jeho-
vah will rebuke Satan and his spirit de-
mons by executing judgment upon them.
2Thus the ‘preaching to the spirits in
prison’ by the resurrected Jesus Christ
continues till the battle of Armageddon.
Satan and these other imprisoned spirits
are still in the Biblical Tartarus and its
dense darkness regarding God’s favor and
his purposes. Their abased condition at
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this earth Ezekiel's prophecy foretells un-
der the name of the “land of Magog,” its
ruler Gog being a prophetic symbol of Sa-
tan the Devil.—Ezek. 38:1 to 39:11.
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RESURRECTION, NOT COMMUNICATION
WITH SPIRITS

2AThose destroyed at Armageddon will
have no “survival after death.” Those hu-

B Shortly, when Jehovah deals out hignans, however, who keep free from spirit-

rebuke to Satan at Armageddon, Jehovah
by his Chief Angel will bind Satan and his
demons and hurl them into the abyss and
seal it up over them for a thousand years
while Jesus Christ reigns with his glorified
royal priesthood. (Rev. 16:14-16; 20:1-6)
The Biblical Tartarus will then go out of
existence. The wicked heavens of this
world will cease and the new heavens of
Christ and his glorious “bride” will rule
the righteous new world. (2 Pet. 3:13)
Nineteen centuries ago when Jesus was in
the abyss, he was not in Tartarus but was
in the death state for parts of three days,
till he was brought out by a resurrection
from the dead. (Rom. 10:6-8, NW; Deut.
30:12-14) Likewise, in the abyss Satan and
his demon spirits will be in a deathlike
state, completely out of action, unable to
have contact with men, unable to pretend
to be the immortal spirits of dead human
creatures. Spiritualism or spiritism with
its mediums will thus be destroyed at Ar-
mageddon, and those who practice it will
be destroyed with it, in the “second death,”
which symbolizes total destruction, anni-
hilation. Says Revelation 21:8 (NW) re-
garding God’'s coming new world: “As for
the cowards and those without faith and
those who are disgusting in their filth and
murderers and fornicators and those prac-
ticing spiritism and idolaters and all the
liars, their portion will be in the lake that
burns with fire and sulphur. This means
the second death.”

23. (a) What further abasing (or abyssing) is due for
the already twice-abased angelic rebels? (b) After that,
how will those spirit rebels finally share the foretold
reward reserved by Jehovah for cowards, liars and
every one practicing spiritism?

ism and all false religion and who worship
Jehovah as God and follow in Christ’s foot-
steps will survive the battle of Armaged-
don and enter, without dying, into God’s
righteous new world. (2 Pet. 3:10-15)
Then those survivors will not try to com-
municate with those destroyed at Arma-
geddon. They will know that the dead are
dead and there is no survival after death.
There will be no mediums left alive to act
as agents for the lying spirits, for these
spirits will be powerless, in a deathlike
state in the abyss and unable to deceive the
peoples for the thousand years of Christ's
reign. Instead of seeking to do the impos-
sible, to communicate with the dead, the
Armageddon survivors will rather await
the resurrection and joyfully get ready for
the dead to return. They will lovingly pre-
pare to receive back from the common
grave, Ha'des or She'ol, all those that are
in God’s memory. (John 5:28, 29; Rev.
20:12, 13) They will receive them back
from the common grave, not by a mate-
rialization through spirit mediums whose
bodies supply the ectoplasm for the shap-
ing of the bodies, but by the resurrection
power of Jehovah God who will give to
each individual an independent human
body as it pleases Him. (1 Cor. 15:36-38)
This will be a true, solid, enduring consola-
tion to the living.

5The dead will return, not to tell how
in a spirit world and on etheric planes of
existence they felt freer without their hu-
man bodies and knew more than before
24, 25. (a) What act of the ever-living God, Jehovah,
do genuine believers of the Bible now await for en-
abling them to see and talk with many men, women
and children who once lived on earth and died?
(b) How are the many wonderful prospects, for mil-

lions who lived on earth and have died, wrapped up
with the death and resurrection of Jesus?
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they died, but to tell how true the Bible is,
that the dead are dead in the grave, that
the human soul is mortal, that the dead
know, do and feel nothing, but their last
thought before they died connects up with
their first mental impression on awaken-
ing from the sleep of death. (Ps. 6:5;
115:17; Eccl. 9:5, 10; Isa. 38:10, 18, 19)
They will have the same personalities that
they had when they died and so will be rec-
ognizable by acquaintances. None of the
dead, babies, children, young people, old
people, will have grown any older or
learned anything more while in the death
state. Restored to life on earth, they will
have the opportunity to learn about Jeho-
vah God and his kingdom by Christ and
the provision that He has made for them
to gain everlasting life in a paradise earth,
all the obedient ones among men to be
lifted up to perfection as human souls in
God’s image and likeness. All this will be
because his Son Jesus died for mankind
and was raised from the dead, being “made
alive in the spirit,” that he might ascend
back to heaven and appear in God’'s pres-
ence to offer the value of his human sacri-
fice for mankind.

STKWATCHTOWER,
NW)The question then is, Will they
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26,
prove worthy to live forever, not in the
spirit realm in heaven, but as perfect hu-
man souls in the flesh on the paradise
earth? Each one will determine that ques-
tion for himself at the end of the thousand
years of Christ's reign. How?

Z’By the loosing then of Satan and his
demons. For the thousand years of Christ’s
reign these have been restrained in the
abyss, out of touch with mankind and thus
unable to mislead them or interfere with
Christ’'s uplift work toward them. “Now
as soon as the thousand years have been
ended, Satan will be let loose out of his
prison, and he will go out to mislead those
nations in the four quarters of the earth.”
(Rev. 20:7, 8,
not be in position to mislead any of man-
kind on the lie of “survival after death”
that enables the living to communicate
with the dead. But he will mislead many
perfect humans by some form of selfish-
ness that will induce them to join forces
with Satan against the Universal Sover-
eign, Jehovah God, just as he did in the
case of the perfect Adam in the original
paradise of Eden. (Jas. 1:12-15) Those

Ha'des, has given up the last of its occu-
pants, then there will be no more dead,
that is, no more persons who were dead
due to inheriting sin and its penalty death
from our first parents Adam and Eve. This
enemy, Death, and its companion, man-
kind’'s common grave, will thus be wiped
out, this doing away with any suggestion
of communicating with the dead, for there
will be no such dead. “For he [Christ]
must rule as king until God has put all
enemies under his feet. As the last enemy,
death is to be destroyed.” (1 Cor. 15:25,
26, 27. (a) At_the end of Christ's millennial reign_how
will earth’s inhabitants demonstrate their worthiness
to continue living on earth? (b) Who of earth's then

living billions will then be hurled into the “lake of
fire,” and what is that “lake” ?

Satan against the theocratic new world
will fail in this final test of mankind’s in-
tegrity toward Jehovah God. Their names
will not be written in his “book of life.”
They will therefore be executed as willful
rebels and be hurled, not back into She'ol
or Ha'des to die for sin inherited from
Adam, but into the “second death,” sym-
bolized by the “lake of fire,” to die for
their own willful sin.

BIn this symbolic “lake of fire” they will
be joined by Satan and his demon angels,
for these also will be punished with the
“second death,” which is everlasting de-
28, 29. (a) According to what scriptures, and for whom,
was the “lake of fire’’ specially prepared by Jehovah?

(b) What results to human creatures who do not fail
under Jehovah's test of them at the millennium’s end?

NW)He and his demons w
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struction, a complete and never-ending
blotting out of all existence. There will be
no survival after this “second death” any
more than there was after the former
Adamic death. There will be no resurrec-
tion from the fiery lake, Gehenna, as there
was from the common grave, She'ol or
Ha'des. Thus Satan the original Serpent
together with all his “seed,” human and
spirit, will be irremediably bruised at the
head in a thorough way, as foretold in the
paradise of Eden.—Gen. 3:15.

DThe loyal, obedient ones of perfected
mankind will survive on earth. They will
be rewarded for successfully passing this
heart-penetrating test, not with the gift of
immortality, but with being justified or
declared righteous for everlasting life in
the new world, with having their names
written in Jehovah’s “book of life,” to en-
joy happiness unendingly amid His perfect
provisions for them in their earthly para-
dise. “And death will be no more, neither
will mourning nor outcry nor pain be any
more. The former things have passed
away.”—Rev. 20:9 to 21:4, NW.

DEFENSE AGAINST FATAL DECEPTION

PThe position of the Holy Scriptures
against the false teaching of “survival
after death” has been clearly established.
However, very few persons know what the
Scriptures have to say against soul sur-
vival after death. This accounts for it that
more and more people grieved by losing
friends and loved ones or distressed by
world fears and perplexity are falling vic-
tim to spiritism, which is demonism. The
prophecies of Scripture foretold that, in
spite of the plaguelike declaration of God's
judgments against this wicked world, self-
ish men would “not repent of the works
of their hands, so that they should not
worship the demons and the idols of gold

30, 31. Why is accurate Bible knowledge about the
human soul and spiritism vitally necessary now?
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and silver and copper and stone and wood,
which can neither see nor hear nor walk;
and they did not repent of their murders
nor of their spiritistic practices nor of
their fornication nor of their thefts.” (Rev.
9:20, 21,
human knowledge, man would “fall away
from the faith, paying attention to mis-
leading inspired utterances and teachings
of demons,” thus to become the prey of
the demons to their eternal injury. In fact,
all the people of all nations, under the
leadership of their rulers, whether in the
White House or in the royal palace or in
the Communist Kremlin, would be led to
their destruction at the battle of Arma-
geddon. The Revelation, by which the
glorified Jesus Christ has ‘preached to the
spirits in prison,” foresaw that out from
the Dragon ruler of the demons and out
through his visible beastly organization
there would go “expressions inspired by
demons . . . and they go forth to the kings
of the entire inhabited earth, to gather
them together to the war of the great day
of God the Almighty. . . . And they gath-
ered them together to the place that is
called in Hebrew Har-Ma ged'on.” (Rev.
16:14-16 and 1 Tim. 4:1, NW) None of
such demon-led ones will survive Arma-
geddon.

3L All peoples, so-called Christian as well

as heathen, stand in the greatest peril of
assault by demons to their own destruc-
tion. You dare not trust in Christendom.
She has proved to be no protection against
spiritism, but in her realm spiritism spreads
the same as in heathendom. Why? Because
Christendom, Roman Catholic, Greek Cath-
olic as well as Protestant, teaches the un-
christian doctrine of the “immortality of
the human soul,” the doctrine that is the
basis for spiritism and that lays its be-
lievers wide open to the appeals and de-
ceptions of spiritism. Roman Catholicism
may say it is the most powerful bulwark

NW)In spite of the progress in
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against spiritism, yet its teaching exposes
Catholics to the evil power of the demons.
For example:

3fieWATCHTOWER

603

room for prudent doubt. As a rule, God permits
a soul only occasionally to communicate mo-
mentarily a warning, or a request for prayers,
but nothing fantastical. Likewise, the messages

2 In answer to the question (318), 'Ire spontaneous, and not due to the curious

there any truth in the claims of Spirit-
ualism?” over the Roman Catholic broad-
casting station 2SM, Sydney, Australia,
Doctor Rumble, Missionary of the Sacred
Heart, said:

“There is truth in the claim that the soul is
distinct from, and can survive the body. All
men instinctively know this, and as they lose
faith in Protestantism, this fundamental truth
of reason remains. Many of them therefore
turn to Spiritualism. Thus this new phase gains
ground among non-Catholics. As a religious
system Spiritualism is the outcome of human
effort, and is in vogue among certain men for
a time. . .

In answer to the question (319), “Why
precisely does your Church condemn Spir-
itualism?” he answers:

“The Catholic Church certainly believes in
the existence of the spiritual world, of God, of
good and evil created spirits, and in the con-
tinued existence of the souls of men. But the
phenomena of Spiritualism are due at best to
natural causes; at times to imposture; very
often to evil spirits. Certainly any effects due
to the influence of spirits are not due to the
intervention of good spirits. The medium acts
under uncanny and feverish excitement; the
effects are evil only too often; and messages
received, as well as the methods adopted, are
openly blasphemous and immoral, and quite
unworthy of God.”

In answer to the question (320), “Has the
Catholic Church ever been in communica-
tion with spirit beings from the next
world?" he says:

“In the history of the Catholic Church there
are many accounts of messages received from
the souls of the departed. The truth of these
accounts is subject to the ordinary laws of his-
torical criticism, and some accounts have cer-
tainly been proved doubtful. Others leave no

32. How does the Roman Catholic Church answer ques-
tions about (@) spiritualism’s claims, (b) spiritistic
phenomena, and (c) messages ‘from humans who have
died’?

efforts of people seeking the truth from the
dead. The Church tests the messages received,
or claimed as received, in order to discern
whether good or evil spirits are responsible
for the communication. (1) The message must
in no way conflict with Catholic teaching or
moral principles. Gal. 1.,9. . . ."—Pages 73, 74
of the book Radio Replies, by Rumble and
Carty, with the Imprimatur of Archbishop J. G.
Murray, of St. Paul, Minnesota, February 11,
1938, and with a Preface by Monsignor Fulton
J. Sheen, D.D. (9th printing of 1939)

8Is such official Catholic teaching as the
above an impenetrable defense against the
invasion of spiritism? No! It is an invita-
tion to spiritism, and the conditions in
Roman Catholic lands, such as Peru, Costa
Rica, Cuba and Haiti, show Roman Ca-
tholicism to be no bulwark against this
spreading peril. In such lands the Catholic
people, even up to 90 per cent, mix spirit-
ism or voodooism right in with Roman
Catholicism, practicing both at the same
time with no objection or penalty by the
priests. It comes as no surprise that one
Johannes Greber, a former Catholic clergy-
man, has become a spiritualist and has
published the book entitled “Communica-
tion with the Spirit World, Its Laws and
Its Purpose.” (1932, Macoy Publishing
Company, New York) In its Foreword he
makes the typical misstatement. “The
most significant spiritualistic book is the
Bible; for its principal contents hinge upon
the messages of the beyond to those exist-
ing in the present.”

ASaid Jean Brierre, a Haitian under-
secretary of state, concerning visitors to
his land of Haiti: “Most of them cannot
realize that Voodoo, or Vodun as we also
call it, isn't black magic at all but a benign
33-36. (a) Can one sensibly rely on Roman Catholicism
as_a shield agiamst the perils” of spiritism's advance?

(b) What published testimony confirms the soundness
of your answer?
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religion practiced by more than ninety per
cent of our people—a religion which in
their view does not prevent their being
also good Catholics. A Haitian who goes to
a Voodoo houmfort, or temple, on a Satur-
day evening participates in the rites all
night, then goes to a Catholic church and
attends Mass early the following morning.

If you'll look into it, you'll find that
many of the Voodoo gods and goddesses,
or loas, as we call them, have their counter-
part in Catholic saints.” ( ( Man'’s
Magazine), of October, 1949) That in-
cludes the “Virgin Mary,” and everywhere
the cross is used, especially to try to ward
off evil spirits.

&Said M. G. Consuegra in articles in the
September 1 and 15, 1934, issues of the
magazine Rosenda, of Matanzas, Cuba: “In
Cuba there exists an enormous percentage
of spiritists. In few countries has spiritism
conquered as many proselytes as in Cuba,
naturally in accordance with the density of
its population. And as a proof of this we
affirm the undeniable fact that to speak of
spiritism is not now something that pro-
vokes ridicule or censureship by others
and that every one, including the Catholic
priests (their natural enemy), respects it
more with the passing of each day, and
that it is safe to say that within a few
years spiritism will be a predominating
belief in the ‘Pearl of the Antilles.””

BMany more examples could be given to
show the widespreadness of spiritualism
or demonism mingled with the predomi-
nant religion in Roman Catholic lands,
but space does not allow here.

¥ No, Christendom, as led and domi-
nated by the Roman Catholic reli-
gious system, has failed as a pro-
tection against demonism in this
crucial “time of the end,” when Sa-

37. In these “critical times” why should sen-
sible, God-fearing persons avoid looking to any

part of Christendom for help against demon
aggression?
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tan and his demons have been hurled down
from heaven to the earth and are filled with
wrath and are leading Christendom and
heathendom with them to total destruction
at the battle of Armageddon. For good
reason, then, the cry has rung out from
heaven: “Woe for the earth and for the sea,
because the Devil has come down to you,
having great anger, knowing he has a short
period of time.”—Rev. 12:12, NW.

BWhere, then, is our protection against
the schemes of the demons to cause God to
execute all mankind at Armageddon for
lack of integrity toward Him and his king-
dom? Our protection is in the antispiritual-
ist Book, the Holy Scriptures, the Holy
Bible. In it alone we find God's teaching
and testimony and of it Jesus said to God:
“Your word is truth.” (John 17:17, NW)
To us it comes in this critical day with
the words of the prophet Isaiah, who is a
prophetic figure of Jesus Christ: “Bind
up the testimony, seal the teaching among
my disciples. And when they say to you,
‘Consult the mediums and the wizards who
chirp and mutter,’ should not a people con-
sult their God? Should they consult the
dead on behalf of the living? To the teach-
ing and to the testimony! Surely for this
word which they speak there is no dawn.
They will ... be thrust into thick dark-
ness.” (Isa. 8:16,19-22, RS) Consulting the

3840. (a) What written testi-
mony alone is our safeguard
against the_practice of spiritism?
b) How, in fliyuratlve descrip-
tlon does Paul counsel us for
trlumphmg against the enraged
hordes of unseen wicked ones?
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living God by consulting his teaching and
testimony in His written Word—this is our
source of light and our unfailing protection
against the death-dealing operations of the
malicious demons.

PNow that utter destruction at Arma-
geddon is impending over both Christen-
dom and heathendom and the unseen de-
mons are slyly leading worldly rulers and
their peoples to this destruction there, we
are indeed living in a wicked day. Every-
where the “works of the flesh” abound and
these works include the “practice of spirit-
ism,” concerning which the apostle Paul
warns “that those who practice such things
will not inherit God’s kingdom.” (Gal.
5:19-21,
of spiritism be allowed to exist in the “new
earth” under God's kingdom by Christ.
(Rev. 21:8; 22:14, 15, If we put the
greatest value upon life in the new world,
then we need to fight constantly against
the unseen enemies of our gaining it. The
apostle Paul exposes those real enemies
and at the same time he encourages us to
use the only effective means to beat back
these foes and come off victorious as win-
ners of everlasting life in God's righteous
new world. He says:

D“Put on the complete suit of armor
from God that you may be able to stand
firm against the machinations of the Devil,
because we have a fight, not against blood
and flesh, but against the governments,
against the authorities, against the world-
rulers of this darkness, against the wicked
spirit forces in the heavenly places. On
this account take up the complete suit of
armor from God, that you may be able to
resist in the wicked day and, after you
have done all things thoroughly, to stand
firm. Stand firm, therefore, with your loins
girded about with truth, and having on the
breastplate of righteousness, and with
your feet shod with the equipment of the
good news of peace. Above all things, take
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up the large shield of faith, with which you
will be able to quench all the wicked one’s
burning missiles. Also accept the helmet
of salvation, and the sword of the spirit,
that is, God’s word, while with every form
of prayer and supplication you carry on
prayer on every occasion in spirit.”—Eph.
6:11-18, NW.

411t is high time to follow this advice.
So gird your mental loins about with the
truth of God's Word. Then you will not
weaken in the fight against all the untruth-
ful propaganda of the wicked spirit forces
in the unseen places of attack. Let your
mind feed upon the truth of the resurrec-
tion of the dead. Then you will hold firm

NW)Neither will the pracsivgrsteady against the untruth of the im-

mortality of the human soul and “survival
after death.” Also by having on the breast-
plate of righteousness, your heart will be
protected against the sentimental appeals
of spiritualism and against its rejection of
the ransom sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which
is the only means for us sinners to have
our sins counterbalanced and to gain ever-
lasting righteousness that will make us
worthy of eternal life in the world of new
heavens and a new earth in which right-
eousness is to dwell.

LWith your feet shod with the equip-
ment of the good news of peace, you will
avoid responsibility for any of the turmoil
of this world find you will not be gathered
by the unseen demons to the side of the
rulers of this entire inhabited earth at
Armageddon for a suicidal war against
God Almighty and his reigning King Jesus
Christ. You will promote peace and recon-
ciliation with God.

BTaking up the large shield of faith, you
will be able to stop and extinguish all the

41. In practically applying Paul's sound counsel, how

do we effectively “stand firm against” the foes’ attacks
(@) upon mind and heart?

42. —(b) to trip or entrap us?

43. —(c) to burn up, as in a suddenly kindled blaze,

oKu_r gxclusive obedience to Jehovah and his reigning
ing?
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flaming faith-destroying missiles shot out
by the enemy and guard yourself against
the faithless course of this world. By your
faith-inspired obedience to God and his
King Jesus Christ you will overcome this
world and keep on pleasing God, who re-
wards those who hold fast their faith with
life.

2 Accepting the helmet of salvation, you
will keep your hope of God'’s kingdom from
being cracked or mashed in, you will rea-
son with God concerning his way of salva-
tion through Jesus Christ and the theo-
cratic government of the new world. You
will sensibly work out your own salvation
according to God's provisions and his re-
quirements, making a “public declaration
of our hope” by joining in with Jehovah's
witnesses in preaching “this good news of
the kingdom” in all the earth for a witness.

% Accepting the sword of the spirit, that
is, God’'s Word, you will be able to parry
the worldly sword of the word of demons,
utterances inspired by the demons, reli-
gious traditions and materialistic philoso-
phies of men. You will be able to meet the
enemy swordsman in close combat and
thrust him through, rendering him power-
less in argument and influence and deliver-
ing yourself from him by quoting and rely-
ing upon God’s written Word, as Jesus did
when tempted by the Devil in the wilder-
ness.

H0ffering every form of prayer and sup-
plication in the thick of this theocratic
fight against the wicked spirits in the in-
visible realm, you will be keeping God in
mind and be depending upon your unfail-
ing Protector and Helper and not upon any
arm of flesh. At every suggestion to you
44. —(d) to wreck our power to reason as sensible,
united and hopeful doers of the will of God?

45. —(e) to intimidate or fatally pierce us with false
philosophy or seductive appeals?
46. —(f) to sever or block the line of communication

between ourselves (collectively and individuallyz and
Jehovah, the Fountain of our” everlasting strength?
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of spiritism and against the occult spells
that spiritists try to cast upon you, you
will appeal to God to give you the victory
over the wicked spirits, their deception
and their opposition, and that God’s holy
angels may serve as ministering spirits in
your behalf. You will be thinking not mere-
ly of yourself but also of your fellow Chris-
tians who are engaged in the same fight
against superhuman powers of wickedness.
You will be obeying Jesus'’ instruction and
praying for God’'s name Jehovah to be hal-
lowed or sanctified and for His kingdom to
come and put the wicked spirit forces
completely out of operation and make
manifest the universal sovereignty of Je-
hovah, bring peace to mankind, restore
paradise to the earth, resurrect the dead
from the memorial tombs and bless all
faithful, obedient families of the earth
with eternal life in human perfection.
God's answers to our Scriptural prayers
are just as necessary to our overcoming
the wicked spirit forces as are the various
pieces of the complete suit of armor from
God.

4  Thus praying and thus fighting
God-given armor we shall not be found at
Armageddon with the demon-controlled
opposers of Jehovah God and his kingdom
by Christ. We shall be found on the side of
the living God, and he will do the fighting
there for us and vindicate his own sov-
ereignty and preserve us into his glorious
new world. The wicked heavens composed
of Satan and hiswicked spirit forces will be
destroyed and the wicked earth composed
of the human society that these spirit
forces have invisibly controlled and misled
will be wiped out, and the new world with
Jesus Christ and his glorified congregation
as the new heavens will be ushered in.

47, 48. What will result to Jehovah, to his enthroned
King and to us through our faithfully continuing on

Jehovah's side by our diligent use of knowledge gained
in this study?
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8 With the help of this informationchampions are antichrists. Abide now by

which is based upon God’s Word the Scrip-
tures, you have been able to follow the
apostle John’s instruction: “Beloved ones,
do not believe every inspired expression,
but test the inspired expressions to see
whether they originate with God, because
many false prophets have gone forth into
the world.” (1 John 4:1, NW; AT) The
testing of the inspired expressions of spirit-
ualism has shown that they do not origi-
nate with God but with his enemies, the
demons and their ruler Satan the Devil.
Hence spiritualism is antichristian and its

= What if a publisher refuses to stop associat-
ing with a disfellowshiped person? | do not
mean a member of the same family and who
must dwell in the same house, but one who in-
sists that he can continue associating with the
ousted one, perhaps saying the disfellowshiping
action was wrong.—A. P., Cuba.

The apostle Paul says “to quit mixing in com-
pany with anyone called a brother that is a
fornicator or a greedy person or an idolater or
a reviler or a drunkard or an extortioner, not
even eating with such a man.” (1 Cor. 5:11,
NW) If a publisher refuses to do this and
ignores the prohibition on associating with the
disfellowshiped one, that publisher is rebelling
against the congregation of Jehovah, and “re-

*Defui<tuecy ‘DenpH8ed

the results of this test. For your life and
to God’s glory resist spiritualism and thus
resist Satan and his wicked spirit forces.
No longer follow the inspired expressions
of demons. Follow the written Word of
God, which is the expression inspired by
his holy spirit. Then, whether by survival
of the battle of Armageddon or by a resur-
rection after it, you will be rewarded with
life in God’s new world rather than be de-
ceived into destruction by the false hope
of “survival after death.”

bellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubborn-
ness is as idolatry and teraphim., By siding
with the guilty one and breaking with the con-
gregation over this issue, the publisher is caus-
ing a division. Paul says: “Keep your eye on
those who create divisions and causes for stum-
bling contrary to the teaching which you have
learned, and avoid them.”—1 Sam. 15:23, AS;
Rom. 16:17, NW.

He should be strongly admonished, being im-
pressed with the fact that by associating with
the disfellowshiped one he is a companion of
wickedness and that by his course of action he
is dividing himself from the congregation to be
with the wrongdoer. If after sufficient warning
the publisher persists in associating with the
disfellowshiped person instead of aligning him-
self with Jehovah's organization he also should
be disfellowshiped. By openly sympathizing
with a disfellowshiped person the sympathizer
makes it harder for the ousted one to appreci-
ate his wrong and hinders this one’s deep re-
pentance and ultimate reinstatement in the con-
gregation. The rebellious course works hard-
ship to both persons involved.

Judge Luther W. Youngdahl, former governor of Minnesota, recently gave three
far-reaching reasons why parents have delinquent children: “They don't discipline
their children wholesomely, they are apathetic and indifferent to their youngsters,
they don’t provide a Christian example for them.”



ANNOUNCEMENTS

HOLDING FAST THE PUBLIC DECLARATION
OF OUR HOPE
—Heb. 10:23, NW.

Jehovah's witnesses, having a definite hope,
publicly declare what it is and their reason for
holding on to that hope. This public declaration
is in harmony with the direction of the Word of
God, which says, “With the heart one exercises
faith for righteousness, but with the mouth one
makes public declaration for salvation." (Rom.
10:10, NW) The distribution of literature is
one form of making this public declaration,
while obtaining magazine subscriptions is an-
other. The latter activity will be followed dur-
ing the month of October as Jehovah's witness-
es and their associates present opportunity to
the people at their doors to subscribe for
Awake! magazine. With this informative and
Scriptural journal new subscribers will receive
a premium of three booklets on vital Bible sub-
jects. The subscription rate for one year, 24
issues, is $1. All may share in this activity.

“AWAKE!” BRINGS CONSOLATION AND HOPE

Thirty-six years ago a spiritual awakening
began among true Christians that ushered in a
“golden age" of blessings and spiritual insight
into world conditions. Simultaneously the

world's skies darkened and fear for the future
settled over the masses. To bring consolation to
millions, a magazine was born that has had un-
rivaled success in its field. Attaining a circula-
tion of 1,450,000 copies in this short span, its
popularity is mounting with each issue. It is
Awake! Are you a regular reader? If not, con-
sider its value. Awake! reveals the real reasons
for widespread delinquency. Untrammeled by
tradition, it treats facts with positive clarity
and truthfulness. And, unique in news publica-
tions, Awake! constantly points to the sure
hope for mankind—the establishment of a
righteous new world. Fear is replaced with
assurance, uncertainty with knowledge, dis-
couragement with confidence in the future. The
cost? Only $1 for a year’'s subscription of 24
issues. Send now and receive free with your
first copy three outstanding printed sermons.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS

November 6: What Do the Scriptures Say
About “Survival After Death”? fll-23. Page
592.

November 13: What Do the Scriptures Say
About “Survival After Death"? 24-48. Page
600.

vv CHECK YOUR MEMORY vv

Where religious images are fed, bathed,
dressed and tucked in bed? P. 579, 1fl.

How religious scholars hide the facts in
an attempt to justify image worship? P. 582,

Hi.

What more than makes up for hardships
suffered in missionary territories? P. 587, H.

In what one democratic country 18,886
arrests of Christian ministers were made in
just nineteen years? P. 588, ffi.

After a previous error, what high prin-
ciples of religious liberty the United States
Supreme Court announced in 1943? P. 591,
12

k  How angels became demons? P. 592, fil.
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~  What the real explanation of spiritualist
materializations is? P. 594, fl8.

When, despite the opinion to'the con-
trary, Jesus “preached to the spirits in
prison’ ? P. 596, -If12.

Whether Jesus is the only one who
preached to the spirits now in prison?
P. 598, If17.

~  What direct communication with many
who have been dead will soon be possible?
P. 600, 1f24.

Why today’s religions provide no real
protection against spiritism? P. 602, fI31.

Where the greatest protection against
spiritism is found? P. 604, ff38.



