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SUPERNATURAL RELIGION A SUPERSTITION?

W HY is the world in such confusion?
Why are forces of destruction  

seemingly at work? According to one of 
America’s foremost clergymen, Dr. John 
Haynes Holmes, “ At the moment, all is 
confusion; the forces about us seem to be 
forces of destruction. But this is because 
superstition, the old religion of the super­
natural, is in the way and must be removed, 
as the mouldering walls of some old build­
ing must be removed and carted off, before 
the new structure, already conceived and 
chartered, can rise in the soaring structure 
of steel and stone.”—New Outlook, May 
1953.

What, actually, is Dr. Holmes here say­
ing? Is it not that all supernatural religion, 
including therefore also the revealed super­
natural religion of the Bible, is supersti­
tion; that natural religion is to take its 
place, and that it will be as superior to the 
supernatural religion as a modern struc­
ture of steel and stone is superior to old 
moldering walls?

But what could be more conducive to 
confusion than “natural” religion, than re­
ligion without supernatural aid, where men 
develop their own rules of conduct and be­
liefs on the basis of their own research and 
experiences? Based as it is on different en­
vironment, differing experiences, associa­
tions, sources of information, mental capac­
ities, not to say anything about degrees

of selfishness, what could natural religion 
result in but confusion?

Can a religion not supernatural explain 
the mystery of life, how it got its start and 
what keeps it going? how this wonderful 
natural world with all its variety in earth, 
sea and sky came into existence? why man 
seems to struggle so futilely against sin 
and imperfection? Can natural religion tell 
us if there is life after death? if there are 
invisible personalities, perhaps superior to 
man, and whether or not man could protect 
himself against them?

The supernatural religion of the Bible 
can answer these questions and therefore 
it is not a superstition but recommends it­
self to all sober-thinking men and women.

Natural religion in modern times is but 
the worship of science. Has science brought 
East and West together in peace, or merely 
made their differences more costly? Has it 
solved the problems of crime and corrup­
tion, or has it merely made these more 
widespread and dangerous? But the true 
supernatural religion does have the key: 
“You must love Jehovah your God with 
your whole heart and with your whole soul 
and with your whole mind and with your 
whole strength,” and, “ You must love your 
neighbor as yourself.”—Mark 12:30, 31, 
NW.

The world is in confusion, not because 
the supernatural religion is in the way, but 
because men have discarded the true super­
natural religion.
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FOR Jehovah’s witnesses to be sounding 
a warning of the end of the present 

wicked system of things in a fiery Arma­
geddon seems farfetched and wholly incon­
ceivable to this complacent generation. 
Mockingly they say to Jehovah’s witnesses, 
‘We know all about it. Our grandfathers 
and our great-grandfathers preached the 
same thing. But, as you see, the world is 
very much the same. Things will always be 
this way.’ But those who have lived in 
both generations, the present and the past, 
know that things are not the same, that 
changes have taken place, and that there 
is no basis for such fruitless reasoning.

True, many false alarms in the past have 
been sounded. But does that prove the pres­
ent alarm sounded by Jehovah’s witnesses 
to be false too? The Devil would like to 
have you believe nothing else. It would be 
folly for a fire department not to respond 
to an alarm just because the previous forty 
or fifty warnings were false alarms. This 
one might not be. Every alarm must be in­
vestigated to ensure security. Likewise, it 
would be folly for people of good will at the 
present time to ignore the intensified warn­
ing of Jehovah’s witnesses, simply because 
some Bible believers of the past have 
sounded false alarms.

Jesus definitely did teach that he would 
return again. On one occasion his disciples 
asked him: “Tell us, When will these 
things be, and what will be the sign of your 
presence and of the consummation of the 
system of things?” Jesus did not tell them 
that he would be visibly present with them. 
Rather, his presence with them would be

noted solely by circumstantial evidence. 
That is why his disciples asked him for the 
“sign” of his presence. There would be no 
need for a sign were they to see him per­
sonally in the flesh. Jesus related a number 
of events that would occur on earth at the 
time of his enthronement in heaven. These 
events would spell out for mankind the 
presence of Christ and at the same time 
warn of the nearness of the battle of Ar­
mageddon. Jesus said that his invisible in­
stallation would be marked on earth by 
nation rising against nation in world war; 
that there would be pestilences, food short­
ages and earthquakes in many places; that 
his followers would be hated by all nations; 
that they would be persecuted and some 
even killed; that the faithful would be en­
gaged in the preaching of the good news of 
his established kingdom as a witness to all 
the inhabited earth before the coming of 
Armageddon; that during these happenings 
there would be “ anguish of nations, not 
knowing the way out because of the roar­
ing of the sea and its agitation, while men 
become faint out of fear and expectation 
of the things coming upon the inhabited 
earth” ; that there would be a vain effort to 
establish peace through a makeshift polit­
ical government, and that when all of 
these things were seen happening in one 
generation, that generation should flee for 
its life because Armageddon would be near 
at hand.—Matthew 24, 25; Mark 13; Luke 
21.

Paul’s letter to Timothy vividly de­
scribes the delinquent conditions at the 
time of Christ’s second presence. (2 Tim. 
3:1-13) Peter prophesies that scoffers
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would arise walking after their own lusts, 
sneering at the warning, and demanding: 
“Where is this promised presence of his? 
Why, from the day our forefathers fell 
asleep in death, all things are continuing 
exactly as from creation’s beginning.” 
(2 Pet. 3:3, 4, iVW) James foretold that the 
ultrarich would horde wealth for the last 
days. John under inspiration spoke of un­
precedented woe climaxing this period with 
the battle of Armageddon. A ll of these 
events, not just one or two, but all of 
these things happening in the same gen­
eration would be the sign marking Christ’s 
second presence. No false alarm this. That 
generation would see his presence and ex­
perience the fiery judgments of Armaged­
don.—Matt. 24:32-34; James 5; Revelation 
chapters 12 and 16.

f a l s e  a l a r m s  o f  t h e  p a s t

Some may sincerely inquire, Why were 
early Bible scholars misled into thinking 
Christ was to return in their day, especial­
ly so since the Bible is very specific as to 
the time and manner of his presence? The 
answer to the question is that those schol­
ars erroneously concluded that Christ’s 
second presence was to be visible, “or a 
silent, gradual penetration of all social 
forces by his spirit, to be either perpet­
ual or continued until the consummation.” 
And too, those scholars did not take under 
consideration that all the events prophe­
sied by Jesus had to be fulfilled within the 
generation of his coming.

For example: The troublesome times of 
A.D. 66-70 were seized upon by some and 
interpreted as signs of the approaching 
end. After the destruction of Jerusalem 
Christ was sure to make his appearance. 
But the civil strife between the Jews and 
the Romans did not constitute the sign of 
Jesus’ presence, nor did the famines and 
pestilences that followed. There were no 
world wars then, no unusual number of
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earthquakes, nor was the good news of 
God’s kingdom preached in all the inhabit­
ed earth. In fact, it had much to cover yet 
of the European continent.

The early expectations of Christ’s re­
turn during the second, third and fourth 
centuries turned out to be false alarms. 
The so-called Epistle of , accord­
ing to the Didache (a Christian manual of 
the second century), represents “ the last 
day as at hand, when the present world 
along with the evil one shall be destroyed 
by the returning Lord. Almost 6,000 years 
are thought to have elapsed since creation.
. . .  The seventh day of 1,000 years is about 
to begin with the Second Advent.” Irenaeus 
supports Barnabas, “placing the end of the 
world and the return of Christ 6,000 years 
after creation.” Lactantius agrees with 
them and believes that “at most the pres­
ent world cannot endure beyond another 
200 years, and the end is to be expected 
daily.” Tertullian predicted the decline of 
the Roman empire, the rise of the anti­
christ, and felt himself living in the ‘last 
time.’ Hippolytus fixed the day for the re­
turn of Christ 500 years after Christ’s 
birth. And there were a host of others, 
Commodian, Methodius of Olympus in 
Lycia, Victorinus of Pettau, and the Egyp­
tian bishop Nepos, all of whom made wild 
predictions of Christ’s return.

Their prognostications were totally un­
founded in the light of the Scriptures; 
therefore, all without exception proved 
false. The physical facts were not present 
in their entirety to fulfill Jesus’ prophecies 
concerning his second presence, nor were 
their chronological tables accurate. Some 
of their dates were off as much as a thou­
sand years. Hippolytus’ 500-year date was 
not based on the Scriptures, but was a 
guess that proved wrong.

As was to be expected after these false 
alarms, and no doubt as the Devil planned 
it, the teaching of Christ’s return became
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very unpopular. People viewed with cyni­
cism and skepticism anyone who dared 
even to mention the doctrine. The book of 
Revelation was rejected and called the 
work of the heretic Cerinthus. New theo­
ries were introduced and popularized. Ori- 
gen argued against a literalistic appearing 
of Christ. He taught that Christ’s return 
takes place through the power of the gos­
pel; that the world would not be destroyed 
but that it would be transformed by the 
preaching of Christianity.

Another theory that remained popular 
for a time was that set forth by Donatist 
Ticonius, who explains in his commentary 
on Revelation that Christ would not come 
until the Donatist Church established itself 
in the world, and was sufficiently strong to 
resist paganism and the false religion of 
Catholicism. Both of these theories are 
false for Scriptural reasons, namely: The 
purpose of Christianity is not to convert 
this present evil world, nor will gospel­
preaching transform it. This evil world has 
been condemned by God to destruction, and 
no man or man-made organization will 
save it. (Dan. 2:44) God has purposed a 
new-world government for mankind where­
in righteousness is to dwell. (2 Pet. 3:13) 
The gospel is preached for “a witness to all 
the nations,” that people of good will may 
flee to the Kingdom before the day of Ar­
mageddon. (Matt. 24:14, Ticonius’
theory is also false, because the return of 
Christ is not dependent upon the achieve­
ments of men, nor upon the establishment 
of a church group or body, but rests solely 
upon the spirit and power of Almighty God 
Jehovah.—Ps. 110:1, 2.

Augustine of the Catholic Church dis­
missed the whole idea that Christ was yet 
to come by saying the Kingdom was es­
tablished at Christ’s first coming; that 
Christ at his first coming bound Satan the 
Devil and began ruling then and there. 
Augustine maintained that Christ’s coming
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occurs continually in his church, “ that is, 
in His members, in which he comes little 
by little and piece by piece, since the whole 
Church is His body.” Augustine further be­
lieved that the millennial reign of Christ 
would close about A.D. 1000, and that at 
that time the final coming of Christ to 
judge might be expected.

As A.D. 1000 approached, many reli­
gious folk began to think that the judg­
ment and fiery end of the world would 
occur that year. Excitement became wide­
spread throughout western Europe because 
it was feared that God’s “day of wrath” 
was at hand. When the world did not burn 
up that year, the religionists felt it was 
proof that the thousand years of Revela­
tion 20:2 were not literal but an indefinite 
period of time, and that the Catholic 
Church, being the so-called “Mother” 
church, was already reigning in it. That 
view obtains among the Roman Catholic 
Hierarchy to this day.

NO ALARM AS BAD AS FALSE ALARM

Despite Roman Catholic claims, the 
Scriptures do not support their view either. 
The apostles John and Paul plainly show 
that Christ did not reign from the first cen­
tury onward. John wrote the Revelation 
toward the close of the first century and 
spoke of the reign of Christ as yet future, 
as one of the “things that must shortly 
take place.” (Rev. 1:1, NW) John outlived 
Paul. About A.D. 61, while at Rome, Paul 
wrote his letter to the Hebrews and said: 
“But with reference to which one of the 
angels has he ever said: ‘Sit at my right 
hand, until I make your enemies a stool 
for your feet’?” (Heb. 1:13, NW) Paul 
was quoting the words of David at Psalm 
110:1, 2 (AS), wherein David had spoken 
of Christ as his Lord and said: “Jehovah 
saith unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right 
hand, until I make thine enemies thy foot­
stool. Jehovah will send forth the rod of

S&eWATCHTOWER.



November 1, 1953 SfEe WATCHTO WER.
thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the 
midst of thine enemies.” Jesus is here de­
picted as sitting at his Father’s right hand 
upon his ascension into heaven and not 
reigning. Paul agrees with this prophecy, 
and he went on to say of Christ Jesus: “But 
this man offered one sacrifice for sins per­
petually and sat down at the right hand 
of God, from then on awaiting until his 
enemies should be made a stool for his 
feet.”—Heb. 10:12, 13,

Paul vigorously denied that the Chris­
tians were reigning in his day. He said to 
the Corinthians who did assume to run 
ahead and reign as kings either politically 
or in a spiritual manner: “ You men al­
ready have your fill, do you? You are rich 
already, are you? You have begun ruling 
as kings without us, have you? And I wish 
indeed that you had begun ruling as kings, 
that we also might rule with you as kings.” 
(1 Cor. 4:8, NW) The Roman Catholic 
viewpoint is that Satan was abyssed in the 
first century. Paul disagrees in his letter to 
the Romans, saying: “The God who gives 
peace will crush Satan under your feet 
shortly.” (Rom. 16:20, NW) The apostle 
Peter agrees with Paul that Satan was not 
abyssed in the first century, but was very 
much on the loose: “Keep your senses, 
be watchful. Your adversary, the Devil, 
walks about like a roaring lion, seeking to 
devour someone.” (1 Pet. 5:8, NW) John 
projects the abyssing of Satan into the dis­
tant future, thus remaining in harmony 
with the other apostles.—Revelation, chap­
ters one and two.

OTHER PROGNOSTICATIONS

Following Augustine’s time the aggres­
sions of the Saracens, the Crusades, the 
rise of the monastic orders during the thir­
teenth century, also the topsy-turvy world 
of the fourteenth century, all were mis­
interpreted as “signs” foretelling the im­
minent return of Christ. Joachin of Floris
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determined that the 1,260 days mentioned 
in Revelation 12:6 could turn out to be the 
year A.D. 1260 when Christ would return. 
Militz of Kromeriz, a forerunner of John 
Huss, looked for the coming of Christ be­
tween the years 1365 and 1367. Wycliffe 
pointed to the power of the papacy and em­
phasized that the time of the return was 
at hand. John Napier predicted the coming 
end of evil and the return of Christ be­
tween the years 1688 and 1700. William 
Whiston first selected 1715, then 1734, and 
later 1866 as the date for the inauguration 
of the millennium.

In the early part of the nineteenth cen­
tury Christoph Hoffman hurried from Ger­
many to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple in 
preparation for Christ’s early return. Wil­
liam Miller predicted that Christ would 
make his appearance during the year 1843, 
but later postponed the day to October 22, 
1844. When these speculations did not ma­
terialize, religious sects became a laughing­
stock, great divisions took place among 
them, the doctrine was scoffed at, the peo­
ple who taught it were jeered, and as a 
whole the idea was pooh-poohed in reli­
gious and nonreligious circles alike. All, 
without exception, were false alarms.

With the coming of the twentieth cen­
tury a new flurry of alarms was sounded. 
“Prepare to Die! Be Ready at All Hours! 
The End of the World Is at Hand!” read 
posters during an Adventist convention in 
Paris, August 20, 1927. The Adventists be­
lieved that the return of Christ would mean 
the consuming of the earth with fire. The 
righteous would be saved by being taken to 
heaven. Even before that, when World 
War I was reaching a climax a manifesto 
was issued by a number of England’s most 
noted ministers. This manifesto said, 
among other things, “ that the present cri­
sis points towards the close of the times of 
the Gentiles. Second. That the revelation 
of the Lord may be expected at any mo-
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ment, when he will be manifested as evi­
dently as to His disciples on the evening 
of His resurrection. Third. That the com­
pleted church will be translated to be ‘for 
ever with the Lord’.” This manifesto was 
signed by leading Baptist, Congregational- 
ist, Presbyterian, Episcopalian and Metho­
dist ministers.

They inaccurately calculated the times 
of the Gentiles, because these had had 
their end in the fall of 1914. True to Jesus’ 
prophecy, world war did break out. Fam­
ines, pestilences and earthquakes followed. 
Christians were persecuted and murdered. 
The news of the established kingdom of 
God began to be preached. Anxiety and 
fear have gripped the world. Lawlessness 
and delinquency are on the increase. Na­
tions have banded together, first in the 
League of Nations and now in the United 
Nations. And this political makeshift gov­
ernment is being hailed, even as the League 
of Nations was hailed as the only hope for 
peace and as the “political expression of 
the kingdom of God.” All of these events 
are precisely what Jesus foretold would 
mark his presence.

Why, then, did he not appear? He did 
appear, not as a man in the flesh, but by 
a manifestation of his presence through 
these events that occurred in the fulfill­
ment of his prophecies. He never did prom­
ise that he would make his second appear­
ance in the flesh, visible to the human eye. 
In fact, he told his disciples that “ a little 
longer and the world will behold me no 
more.” (John 14:19, NW) If he were to 
make his second appearance in the flesh, 
would there be any reason for him to go 
into great length describing the conditions 
on earth at the time of his appearance? Of 
course not. Why give them a composite 
sign, if they were to see him with their 
naked eye? Knowing that his return would 
be observed only through circumstantial
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evidence, the disciples requested a sign. 
The sign Jesus gave was a long list of 
events that would occur on the earth at 
the time when he would come into his king­
dom power in the heavens and would be­
gin his reign.

These events began to occur on earth in 
the year 1914, and continue to assert them­
selves to the present day. Not just one or 
two of these momentous happenings have 
come upon this generation, but all of them. 
NO FALSE ALARM THIS.'

How have religious clergymen responded 
to the alarm? They have turned a deaf ear 
to it. Not being able to see Christ in the 
flesh they have become perplexed. Radio 
Times for December, 1950, stated that 
“many preachers have an uneasy feeling 
that they ought to speak about the Second 
Coming of Christ: but they are so per­
plexed about it that they tend to avoid the 
issue.” “Rev.” Dr. George Hedley of Mills 
College reflected the view held by many 
clergymen today. Said he: “When will the 
Christ come again? When the spirit of God 
enters human hearts. How shall we recog­
nize his coming? By realizing the divine 
life within ourselves. Is the Christ coming 
again? He is, if we will let him come. He 
will come to us this morning if we but 
choose.”

Much to the contrary, the coming of 
Christ is not dependent upon any individ­
ual. He is here, now, ruling as King from 
heaven in the midst of his enemies! (Ps. 
110:1, 2) World events prove it. The alarm 
being sounded by Jehovah’s witnesses is 
genuine, true. Do not let the negative, irre­
sponsive and indifferent attitude of the 
world lull you to sleep. Respond to the 
alarm. Flee now to the mountains of Jeho­
vah’s system of things. Do not delay. You 
will find protection there from the fire of 
Armageddon. Armageddon survivors will 
testify to the fact that this was no  false 
alarm !
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TO PROMOTE better church attend­
ance, Christendom’s religions today 

are using everything from lollipops to cow­
boy movie stars. Becoming more popular 
day by day are “ revival” meetings and 
“back-to-church” movements. Why must 
the clergy now resort to crafty promotion­
al schemes, even eye-catching antics? The 
answer is made strikingly apparent in 
Crockford’s Clerical Directory, the Who’s 

Who of the Church of England. Each new 
edition by custom carries an anonymous 
preface. When a new edition came out in 
June, 1952, the preface admitted: “The 
Church is unable to attract people to listen 
to the gospel. . . .  [Its preaching] is like 
a safety match, effective only on specially 
prepared surfaces.” (Time, June 16, 1952) 
Such a candid statement had high clergy­
men smarting under their clerical collars. 
But the truth was out. Churches, includ­
ing big denominations, are finding it diffi­
cult to attract worshipers by their preach­
ing alone.

This inability to attract people by the 
message preached prompts the thought 
that there must be something wrong with 
the religious fodder dished out from the 
pulpit to Christendom’s pew-sitters. If they 
are being served sound spiritual food, why 
should there be any lack of attraction, an 
apathetic flock? Could it be that there is 
a spiritual famine in the land called Chris­
tendom? But from the name Christendom 
assumes, one may imagine that it has an 
abundance of spiritual food. Yet when the 
clergy open their religious larders, the only 
abundance that presents itself is that of 
book reviews, tricks of magic, jazz bands,

A .
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bingo games, lotteries, masquerade parties, 
coffee-and-doughnut socials, gas-filled bal­
loons, and the buffoonery of circus clowns. 
So one may rightly ask, Has the spiritual 
famine foretold by God’s prophet blighted 
Christendom?— “Behold, the days come, 
saith the Lord Jehovah, that I will send a 
famine in the land, not a famine of bread, 
nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the 
words of Jehovah.”—Amos 8:11, AS.

Why should Christendom’s churches 
have to employ all manner of crafty 
schemes to lure worshipers to church if 
their larders were full of spiritual food? 
What more potent reason is there for 
apathy and empty pews than a spiritual 
famine? Several churches in the United 
States put out a call to their straying flock 
by advertising in newspapers: “ Sitters 
w a n t e d — Men, women and children want­
ed to sit in slightly used pews on Sunday 
morning.” To fill its empty pews the Cen­
tral Presbyterian Church of Haverstraw, 
New York, started a back-to-church cru­
sade. Besides free coffee at the railroad 
station, the church offered a turkey dinner, 
a free movie, a masquerade ball and an art 
show. The newspapers, telling of the 
church’s promotional drive, did not men­
tion whether any spiritual food was avail­
able.

Free food serves as excellent bait, but 
perhaps few promotional lures have been as 
successful in alluring young people as that
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employed by a Memphis, Tennessee, Meth­
odist church. The pastor opened up a 
Sunday-night “Daters’ Balcony” where 
couples could sit together in comparative 
privacy. It had the added allurement of dim 
lights. One sailor, happy about the new 
arrangement, said he felt “more at home” 
in the dimly lighted daters’ balcony than 
in regular pews. One can imagine how dim 
the spiritual light must be in the whole 
church when it has to employ such meth­
ods to attract young people!

ECCLESIASTICAL SIDE SHOWS

Protestant churches have recently pulled 
from their bag of tricks so many lures that 
they are beginning to outdo the Catholic 
Church’s bingo sessions in pure allurement 
value. Reporting on one lure campaign, the 
Chicago Daily News, February 6, 1953, 
said: “The churches—representing virtual­
ly every Protestant denomination—were 
entered in the fifth annual International 
Sunday School Attendance Contest.” It de­
scribed the booming success of the Trinity 
Methodist Church of Los Angeles, which 
had some 2,000 children storming its doors 
when movie cowboy Roy Rogers “enrolled” 
in its Sunday School and put his horse 
Trigger through the paces. Other churches 
found the best lure to be an avalanche of 
picnic plates. The Midwest Bible Church 
of Chicago, while using free pancakes and 
coffee, found excellent allurement came 
from releasing nearly 2,000 gas-filled bal­
loons and by having a blimp hover 200 feet 
above the church with streamer promo­
tions and searchlights to play on the blimp 
at night.

Determined to win a contest, a Baptist 
church in Pennsylvania lured children by 
offering every child bringing in a new 
member a ticket for free ice cream at local 
drugstores. Also offered were free horse­
back rides for regular attenders, and if the 
children needed further inducement there
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was always the magic show put on by the 
pastor.

With Christendom’s clergy having diffi­
culty in attracting adult pew-sitters, it was 
rather ironical when a church in Pacific 
Beach, California, asked parents: “ Are 
you having trouble getting your children 
interested in going to Sunday School regu­
larly?” If they did, there was an ecclesias­
tical side show to enkindle interest. Called 
Operation 333, it was a puppet show. How­
ever, a traveling Baptist minister uses the 
side-show technique in order to appeal to 
young and old alike. In his revival meet­
ings he uses four wooden dummies and his 
art of ventriloquism. Now he finds it easier 
to attract and hold an audience.

CLERGY ANTICS
Odd and ridiculous antics are often em­

ployed to lure worshipers. For instance, the 
superintendent of the First Baptist Church 
of Lakewood, California, climbed a euca­
lyptus tree in front of his church and an­
nounced that he would not come down until 
Sunday School attendance hit 1,000. To get 
the increase he had to stay up the tree for 
a good 20 hours! Tree-climbing religious 
promoters only spotlight the barrenness of 
Christendom’s larder. And as Jesus said: 
“All the works they do they do to be 
viewed by men.”—Matt. 23:5, NW.

A clever method to promote attendance 
was used by the Salem and Evangelical Re­
formed Church of Buffalo. Members of the 
church wandered about looking for autos 
parked overtime; then they tagged each 
with a summons to come to church. But the 
Brethren in Christ Church of Palmyra, 
Pennsylvania, used a more enticing method 
by putting on a “ treasure hunt.” Fifty 
English walnuts containing a slip of paper 
were hidden in the city. Those who found 
a nut had to go to church to redeem it for a 
prize. However, a religious organization in 
El Centro, California, no doubt attracted
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more attention. A costumed red devil was 
sent out to parade through the streets. 
There were a few objections against using 
a devil to promote religion—only because 
it was Christmas time and a Santa Claus 
was thought more appropriate. But why 
should backsliding Christendom object to 
religion-promoting devils at all? Pope 
Pius XI in a press interview declared: “The 
head of the Catholic Church would con­
sider it his duty to deal with the Devil him­
self . . .  if reasonable grounds existed to 
support the hope that such dealings would 
protect or advance the interests of religion 
among mankind.”—Brooklyn Eagle, Feb­
ruary 21, 1943.

A close look at sermon subjects often re­
veals, not only a lure, but a remoteness 
from Scriptural truths. A pastor at Dur­
ham, Connecticut, found it easier to attract 
a flock by speaking on “Flying Saucers.” 
Other pastors have taken to wooing their 
flocks with musical entertainment. The 
Deer Lodge United Church near Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, solved its church attendance 
problem by having entertainers entertain 
the church. The jazz band, together with 
well-known entertainers, was so successful 
that church officials said the scheme paid 
off handsomely in keeping a high level of 
interest among young people.

But no jazz band can conceal the spirit­
ual famine that stalks Christendom. Many 
churches try to hide their bare cupboard 
by turning a church into a virtual motion 
picture theater. Recently, churches have 
begun to use the facilities of drive-in 
theaters. The picnic-bound motorist now 
passes signs saying: “Before your Sunday 
ride, drive in and worship God.”  In the 
evening “drive-in churches” are even more 
alluring. One in Phoenix, Arizona, opened 
with a movie and then closed with a half- 
hour sermon illustrated with color slides.

Few realize the cunning method the 
Catholic Church is using in France to woo
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a straying flock back to church. To attempt 
to overcome the indifference of the work­
ing classes to Catholicism, ninety Roman 
Catholic priests have left their churches 
and have gone to work in factories. Re­
ported the New York Times, March 12, 
1953: “They [the factory-working priests] 
are engaged in experimental missionary 
work of the subtlest kind.” The Times ex­
plained that most of the apathetic flock 
was still Catholic but in name only, adding, 
“Many working-class families still observe 
certain church forms for the baptism, first 
communion and marriage of their children. 
But, as the head of a large working-class 
parish remarked, these observances are al­
most empty of meaning for some workers, 
who cling to them because ‘it is done’ and 
also because they serve as good reasons for 
festive eating and drinking, activities that 
are in high favor on all social levels.” The 
eating and drinking festivities— could that 
not be the reason why many, though lack­
ing spiritual food, still retain membership 
in Christendom’s churches?

Crafty though the worker-priest scheme 
may be, it is not expected to yield very 
concrete results before several generations 
have passed. The Times elucidated: “With 
a small number of worker-priests, the idea 
has gone a bit askew. Some of them have 
become so immersed in their surroundings 
and in the strong currents of discontent 
flowing about them that they have, know­
ingly or unknowingly, become adherents to 
and servants of all or part of the Commu­
nist party line.” Apparently, Christendom’s 
religious fodder is so lacking in spiritual 
nourishment that it cannot strengthen 
even the clergy themselves!

HONEST CONCERN
Occasionally, an individual church awak­

ens to the fact that its problem of empty 
pews cannot be solved by crafty promotion-
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al schemes—temporary boosters at best— 
but that there must be a turning to and a 
reliance upon the pure Word of God. An 
example of a church sincerely concerned 
about its spiritually famished condition is 
illustrated by a letter from a Baptist 
church in England, addressed to the Watch- 
tower Bible and Tract Society. It reads:

“I have been reading a book entitled ‘The 
Truth Shall Make You Free’ published by 
the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society.

“As Secretary of the above Church I re­
gret to inform you we are in a very bad 
way. Our church will hold 200 people, 
whereas we have to be content with a con­
gregation numbering about 10 persons.

“I was just wondering if you could sup­
ply me with some tracts or other printed 
matter with the view of stirring some in­
terest among the people of Witton Park.

“Any suggestions you can offer whereby 
it might bring the people to share and join 
us in Sunday evening worship will receive 
my very best attention.

“In the bonds of Christian Fellowship,”
[Signed]

So the famine for “hearing the words of 
Jehovah” is real. Lollipops, religious side 
shows and gas balloons can never satisfy 
the hunger for spiritual truth. People have 
tired of the hocus-pocus pulled from the 
clergy’s moth-eaten bag of trickery. How 
can one receive inspiration listening to the 
clergy’s preaching of pagan purgatories 
and heathen hells? And on being lured to 
church, how often the people find the shep­
herds more interested in fleecing the flock 
than feeding the flock! “Should not the 
shepherds feed the flocks?” (Ezek. 34:2) 
The husks of book reviews and the chaff 
of political palaver, together with the 
clergy’s clownish antics, betray the fact 
that the shepherds are guilty of conducting

Brooklyn , N. Y.

side shows and social clubs, at the expense 
of the people.

Now a spiritual famine clings to Chris­
tendom. Does not death claim famished 
ones? It is not to be any different with 
those famished spiritually! This rule holds 
true today: “My people are destroyed for 
lack of knowledge.” (Hos. 4:6) Because the 
land called Christendom has commercial­
ized God’s Word, Jehovah will pour out his 
wrath upon it: “I begin to bring evil on the 
city which is called by my name, . .  . And 
the slain of the Lord [Jehovah] shall be at 
that day from one end of the earth even 
unto the other end of the earth.” (Jer. 
25:29,33) Christendom’s name does not 
exempt her but only identifies her as the 
target of God’s anger. Yet there is no need 
to go along with destruction-bound Chris­
tendom nor to endure its famine. There is 
in the midst of famine-stricken Christen­
dom an organization of Christians bringing 
to famished people the truth from God’s 
Word. It is the organization of Jehovah’s 
witnesses, the only group bringing the peo­
ple the good news of Jehovah’s new world 
so near at hand. Needing no “revivals,” 
Jehovah’s witnesses energetically bring the 
people the news Jesus commanded: “This 
good news of the kingdom will be preached 
in all the inhabited earth for the purpose 
of a witness to all the nations, and then the 
accomplished end will come.”—Matt. 24:14, 
NW.

The message they bring needs no crafty 
promotion, no help from devils, no entice­
ments. For Jehovah’s witnesses “are not 
those who commercialize or make gain 
[adulterators] of the word of God as many 
men are.” (2 Cor. 2:17, footnote, The 
knowledge of Jehovah, his Son, and his 
kingdom is available to you. Imbibe these 
truths; it means life and it is free. “Let 
anyone thirsting come; let anyone that 
wishes take life’s water free.”—Rev. 22:17, 
NW.
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ISLAM is the name of the religion found­
ed by Muhammad in the beginning of 

the seventh century after Christ, making 
it the youngest of the world’s so-called 
“great” religions. The term Islam means 
“resignation” or “entire submission.” The 
sacred book of Islam is the Quran. It con­
sists of 114 suras or chapters that have 
verse divisions similar to the Bible, except 
that these verse divisions are not at all 
uniform, while some versions do not have 
any verse division.

In examining the Quran, which is about 
the size of the Christian Greek Scriptures, 
one is struck with the absence of miracles 
or proof that Muhammad was indeed a 
prophet sent of God. When Moses, the first 
Bible writer and first prophet to be sent to 
the descendants of Jacob, went to Israel he 
was well fortified with miracles to prove 
his divine mission. See Exodus, chapter 4. 
Likewise, when Christ Jesus came, he per­
formed so many miracles that all those 
who had not let themselves be blinded with 
selfishness had to admit that he was sent 
of God.—John 7:31; 10:37, 38; 14:11.

Muhammad, however, came with no 
supernatural proofs of his divine commis­
sion. Time and again his critics complained 
of this and repeatedly he told them that his 
work was not that of producing signs but 
merely to preach, and that his lack of signs 
was for the purpose of testing their faith. 
But what is faith without proof? Anyone 
could claim to be sent of God. Moses and 
Christ proved it by the performance of 
many miracles, but where were Muham­
mad’s miracles? He confessed in the Quran 
to having none.—See Suras 2:118; 10:38; 
11:13; 6:109, All

Y et m any 
Moslems claim 
he did perform 
m iracles. Re­
peatedly the 
claim is made 
by them that he split the 
moon, for which they cite 
as proof Sura 54:1. How­
ever, first of all note that this text does not 
state that Muhammad split the moon. And 
Muslim commentators on this verse, which 
speaks of the moon’s having been cleft asun­
der, state that it may have appeared as such 
to Muhammad and his believers in the val­
ley of Mecca; that it is to be taken allegori­
cally or that it may still be fulfilled in the 
future. (See All.) The Bible’s account of 
creation as well as of the Flood is amply 
attested in the record found in rocks, by 
the science of geology, but where is there 
any proof that the moon was ever split?

Others insist that Muhammad did per­
form many miracles and that these were 
recorded in the Alhadith or Hadis, the rec­
ord of Muhammadan tradition, which was 
systematized in the third century of the 
Muhammadan era. Among the miracles 
that Muhammad was said to have per­
formed, as handed down by tradition, are: 
“The trees and rocks and mountains used 
to greet him near Mecca. Once when the 
people were very thirsty Mohammed filled 
all their jugs by having water gush forth 
from between his fingers. A tree was called 
to testify to Mohammed’s divine commis­
sion. The tree came, tearing the ground 
until it stood in his presence. Three times it 
testified to Mohammed’s being the prophet 
of God.” According to Sir William Muir,
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some half million of such traditions have 
been handed down.

However, here we find the same diffi­
culty in tradition contradicting the written 
record as we find in Judaism and in pro­
fessed Christianity. The Quran simply does 
not allow for any miracles. Plainly it 
quotes God as saying, “We refrain from 
sending Signs, only because men of for­
mer years treated them as false.” (Sura 
17:59, Ali) That explicitly does not allow 
for any signs. If Muhammad had per­
formed signs, why rebuke his hearers for 
asking for them; why should they com­
plain because of their being none? Yet that 
is what the Quran does. The written word 
is ever more reliable than the tradition 
handed down orally, and we are further 
compelled to that conclusion by the very 
fantastic nature of these purported mira­
cles.

ABROGATION AND CANCELLATION
The Quran has been termed the Bible’s 

closest rival, it being the holy book for 
some 300 million Muslims who believe that 
it is uncreated and was sent down from 
the highest heavens and revealed to Mu­
hammad by the angel Gabriel in sections or 
suras. In view of the fact that the charge 
is often made that the Bible contradicts 
itself, Bible lovers will not be hasty in con­
cluding that the Quran is self-contradic­
tory.

But in the Quran itself we find admission 
of such contradictions in that it claims for 
itself the right of “ cancellation” or “abro­
gation.” Muhammad’s critics had com­
plained that he sometimes contradicted 
himself, and so he taught that whenever a 
subsequent revelation contradicted a pre­
vious one, the second canceled or abrogated 
the first. Thus we read, “None of our reve­
lations do We abrogate or cause to be for­
gotten but We substitute something better 
or the like. Knowest thou not that God
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hath power for all things?”—Sura 2:106; 
16:101, All

Since both the former or the canceled 
verse and the one that came later and does 
the canceling or abrogating remain in the 
Quran it can easily be seen how there 
would be contradictions in the Quran. 
Especially is this possible in view of the 
fact that it is not at all certain when each 
sura was “revealed,” and therefore it can­
not always be determined which is the 
abrogating and which the abrogated text.

Some modern Muslims object to all this 
and claim that what Muhammad referred 
to as being canceled or abrogated was not 
anything that appeared in the Quran but 
only such things as may have been written 
in the Tourat or the Hebrew Scriptures or 
in the Injil or the Gospel. However, to 
make such a claim is to deny the testimony 
of history, which shows why Muhammad 
was accused of being a forger, as well as to 
ignore the context in the Quran. Such a 
claim is made only by some modem Mus­
lims, for the testimony of the most noted 
Muslim scribes and imams of times past is 
to the effect that both the texts canceled 
and those doing the canceling are in the 
Quran. Says the noted Razi, on Sura 16:99, 
100: “The Commentators without excep­
tion hold that cancelation has its place in 
the present law.” And regarding Sura 4:14, 
which deals with the penalty to be inflicted 
upon unfaithful wives, Razi says: “The 
school of Aba Hanifa holds that the text 
[in the Quran] commanding imprisonment 
was canceled by the one commanding 
stripes.” Commenting on Sura 2:102, Razi 
states that a passage may be canceled and 
yet remain in the Quran. Other authorita­
tive Muslim commentators that have ex­
pressed like views are Beidhawi, Jelaleim 
and Abdulla.

The Bible presents no such difficulties. 
When properly understood, it is found to 
be harmonious from cover to cover. This is
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what we should expect in view of its claim 
to be the Word of Jehovah God. Generally 
those who claim that the Bible contradicts 
itself do so only because they fail to distin­
guish between literal and symbolical lan­
guage, or because they fail to take into 
consideration the context, or because they 
are lacking in objectivity.

ISLAM’S “JIHADS”

One of the more striking contradictions 
found in the Quran concerns itself with 
freedom of worship. On the one hand there 
are a number of expressions favoring re­
ligious liberty, such as, “Let there be no 
compulsion in religion.” And on the other 
hand, time and again expressions appear 
that indicate the direct opposite: “When 
the sacred months are passed, kill those 
that join other gods to God wherever ye 
find them; and seize them, besiege them, 
lie in wait for them with every kind of 
ambush: but if they shall convert, and ob­
serve prayer, and pay the obligatory alms, 
then let them go their way for God is 
gracious.” And again: “ Fight for the cause 
of God against those who fight against 
you: Kill them wherever you find them. 
. . . Fight therefore until there be no more 
civil discord, and until the only worship 
be that of God,” or “until the temptation 
stops.”—Sura 2:186-190, 212, 213; 8:12; 
9:5,124, Rodwell.

Modem Muslims claim that the Quran 
teaches freedom of religion and advocates 
only defensive warfare, but can such ex­
pressions as “kill those that join other gods 
to God wherever you find them,” “but if 
they convert . . .  let them go their way,” 
and “kill them . . . until the temptation 
stops” be construed as either defensive 
warfare or permitting freedom of religion? 
The very Arabic word jihad disproves such 
a contention, for it means, “A religious war 
against infidels or Mohammedan heretics.” 
(Webster) Many, many Muslims were
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slain by other Muslims because of religious 
differences. Certainly that does not spell 
out freedom of religion.

In the light of the record made by history, 
nothing could be more fantastic than to 
claim that Islam believes only in defensive 
warfare. The facts show that after Muham­
mad gained power in Medina he organized 
marauding bands to attack the caravans 
of rival cities and that the first three were 
wholly unsuccessful. After he became a 
power in Medina, to which city he had fled 
as a religious refugee from Mecca, he au­
thorized the execution of his critics; most 
notorious example being his execution of 
the Jewish tribe of Koraiza, some 700 men 
being beheaded in the market place from 
morning until night. True, these Jews had 
disaffected, but the religious motive is seen 
in that they were offered full pardon if 
they would give up their Judaism for Islam. 
Not one of them accepted this offer, al­
though their failing to do so meant not 
only death for themselves but the selling 
of their wives and little ones into slavery.

Muhammad organized an expedition 
against Mecca, which promptly surren­
dered. After Muhammad’s death Islam was 
spread by the sword’s going into Europe, 
it being stopped by the armies under 
Charles Martel, son of Pepin and grand­
father of Charlemagne, in France in 732. 
The last signal defeat suffered by Islam’s 
armies took place before the gates of Vien­
na in 1863. Vienna is a long way from 
Mecca! The destruction of many Arme­
nians by the Turks in the twentieth cen­
tury gives further proof that Islam did not 
limit its warfare to defensive wars. Truly 
it is fantastic in view of such a record to 
hold that Islam believes only in defensive 
war.

Endeavoring to justify Islam’s jihads 
Muslim writers point to the wars waged 
by the Israelites at Jehovah’s command. 
However, in no sense of the word can Isra-
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el’s wars be termed jihads. That they were 
engaged in at Jehovah’s command is to be 
seen by the fact that time and again the 
victory was due to God’s miraculous inter­
vention. (Josh. 10:11; Judg. 5:20; 1 Sam. 
17:47; 2 Chron. 20:15) Besides, their wars 
were not fought for the purpose of expand­
ing the kingdom of Israel to a world power. 
Centuries before, Jehovah had promised 
this land to the descendants of Abraham, 
and, as the Sovereign ruler of the universe 
as well as the earth, he had the right to 
give the land to whomsoever he would. 
(Gen. 12:7) So we read that David extend­
ed the limits of Israel to its God-ordained 
limits and neither David nor Solomon 
launched any wars to exceed those limits.

Further, Jehovah God made it plain to 
the Israelites that they were serving as 
his executioners, and that they were to 
wipe out these nations because of their 
wickedness, that this was not being done 
because they were so righteous, and that if 
they would themselves become wicked 
then Jehovah’s vengeance would be di­
rected against them. While they were 
Jehovah’s executioners, Jehovah applied 
his same laws to them, even as modem 
lands expect a policeman to obey the law. 
Jehovah wiped out a wicked world in the 
day of Noah with a flood; he wiped out 
wicked cities such as Sodom and Gomorrah 
by fire coming down from heaven; he 
destroyed Egypt’s first-born by means of a
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plague, and he could use the nation of Is­
rael to destroy his enemies by means of 
human warfare if he so chose. God toler­
ates the wicked until his due time to de­
stroy them.—Deut. 9:4-6; Rom. 9:22.

Further, Jehovah’s actions against the 
enemies of his people back there were 
prophetic of his coming judgments. That 
is why his ‘battle of the great day’ is 
termed Armageddon. (Judg. 5:19; Ps. 83:1- 
18; Rev. 16:14,16) When Christ Jesus 
came he definitely made an end of all use 
of carnal weapons by God’s servants, say­
ing plainly: “All those who take the sword 
will perish by the sword.” (Matt. 26:52, 
NW) His followers engage in a spiritual 
war, using the sword of the spirit, God’s 
Word, and not carnal weapons. (2 Cor. 
10:3, 4; Eph. 6:12-17, They patiently 
wait upon Jehovah, for him to execute 
vengeance.—Zeph. 3:8; Rom. 12:19.

While what has been said in the fore­
going may offend some, let it be noted that 
we cannot expect to arrive at the truth 
when we let our feelings rather than our 
reason govern our beliefs. God’s Word says, 
“Come now, and let us reason together.” 
(Isa. 1:18) That means to make compari­
sons, calmly and objectively weighing the 
facts and the arguments presented, and 
then being willing to pay the cost, for the 
truth will cost something. That is why 
we are counseled: “Buy the truth, and sell 
it not.”—Prov. 23:23.
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Sucklings Surpass the Preacher

U From “Strength for the Day,” a column in the Dallas (Texas) Times Herald,
March 21, 1953, comes this statement: “On a pleasant Sunday morning this past 

summer I attended a church service at a famous camp-meeting ground. This spot 
had been the scene of many inspiring religious convocations. On the morning I 

attended, there were about 200 people seated in an auditorium which could com­
fortably accommodate 1,500. Only two persons in the congregation appeared to be 

between the ages of 15 and 30. The minister preached a sermon on an academic 
theme and never came within a mile of the problems of all of us sinners who were 

seated in the pews. . . . Twelve children on the platform sang an anthem and did it 
so well that the heart of everyone was raised to heavenly heights. ‘Out of the 

mouths of babes and sucklings’—but not out of the mouth of the preacher.”
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“ For the word of God is alive and exerts 
and is sharper than any two-edged 
pierces even to the dividing of the soul 
and of the joints and their marrow, 
discern the thoughts and intentions of 

—Heb. ^  12,

JEHOVAH’S Word: what is it? “The 
Bible,” you correctly say. What is the 
Bible? It is a collection of books constitut­

ing the inspired recorded revelation of God. 
It is the great religious document. The 
mere possession of the Bible, written by 
hand and printed by machine, has given to 
its possessors degrees of satisfaction, for 
varying reasons. Does the total signifi­
cance of the Word of God lie in its being 
just a book to be quoted to some extent by 
conflicting religions for its pithy sayings 
and well-turned phrases? No, thanks to its 
Author, there is more to it than that.

2 Since men have been upon earth their 
minds have been constantly assaulted for 
capture. Now as in no previous era men’s 
hearts and minds are flooded with propa­
ganda, the purpose of which is to determine 
their course of action. What causes people 
to do what they do? Ideas. Ideas are in 
their minds, leading them on in one course 
or another. People are not automatons, nor 
do they operate solely by instinct. Men 
have minds and hearts in which are seated 
reason and motive. Therein ideas are plant- 
able, and the objective of the old-world 
propaganda is to sweep through the minds 
of all persons, regimenting or lining them 
all up in opposition to the kingdom of Jeho­
vah God by Christ Jesus.—Prov. 23:7.

3 The demonic source of unclean teach­
ings is the Dragon Devil. Through his

to 
heart”
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upon the 
the falsely

beastly organization 
selfish minds and 
prophesying rulers and leaders of the peo 
pie, and through them upon the minds of 
the people of the world in general. Prophet­
ically, the Revelation states: “I saw three 
unclean inspired expressions that looked 
like frogs come out of the mouth of the 
dragon and out of the mouth of the wild 
beast and out of the mouth of the false 
prophet. They are, in fact, expressions in­
spired by demons and perform signs, and 
they go forth to the kings of the entire in­
habited earth, to gather them together to 
the war of the great day of God the Al­
mighty.” (Rev. 16:13,14, NW) The appeal 
of such expression or word of the Dragon 
in its many forms is to selfishness, to the 
self-interest of men, inducing them to fol­
low such seeming self-interest ahead of 
and in disregard of principles of righteous­
ness.—John 3:20, NW.

4 Obviously, in all of this conflict for the 
minds of men, words are the chief tools 
for conveying ideas. Words are symbols of 
mental images and impressions, used to 
convey such ideas from intelligent person 
to intelligent person. Words have signifi­
cance because of the association therewith 
of the ideas they represent. Without this 
association of ideas, accepted and under­
stood by all concerned, a word is just an 
unintelligible sound or a meaningless writ­
ten symbol. This is illustrated clearly in
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1. What is the Bible?
2. What moves men to act?
3. Concerning the word of the Devil what may be said?

4. Describe and illustrate the relationship of words to 
ideas.
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the fact that a word has significance to a 
person who understands the particular 
language of which it is a part, but has no 
meaning to another person entirely un­
familiar with that language. In our own 
language, whatever that may be, we, no 
doubt, frequently inquire as to the mean­
ing of a word that is new to us. The ex­
planation may be given to us in many 
other words with which we do associate 
the accepted meaning, and thus we come to 
an understanding of the meaning of the 
new word. The point is, words convey 
ideas. Ideas are what move men to act.

'W ords have their force in what they 
represent; ideas have their power in the 
result they accomplish in the minds and 
actions of men. To the extent that the 
many millions of books that men have 
written present truthful information that 
builds up the mind they are beneficial. 
To the extent to which man’s writings in­
fluence the thinking and acts of man they 
are powerful. To the extent to which any 
written or spoken or otherwise symbolized 
idea conveys to the mind wickedness and 
ungodliness, leading to a course in trans­
gression of God’s righteous principles, such 
is devilish and works against the best inter­
est of mankind and to the defamation of 
Jehovah’s name.—John 8:42-47, NW.

6 Obviously, it is not primarily in rela­
tion to mere facts as such that an issue 
exists, but, rather, it is in regard to teach­
ings that affect man’s relationship to God 
that the vital controversy for the minds of 
men is found. In quantity the Word of God, 
the Bible, is in great contrast with the 
published word of man. Reportedly, in the 
Library of Congress alone there are seven 
million volumes, reminding us that “of 
making many books there is no end; and 
much study is a weariness of the flesh.”
5. Wherein is the force of words and of ideas?
6. In what regard does the controversy for the minds 
of men exist?

B rooklyn , N. Y.

(Eccl. 12:12) In the “ little” Bible there is 
an abundance of facts set out that are 
common knowledge, such as many refer­
ences to the beauties of the natural crea­
tion.

7 Not only do these accepted facts ap­
pear in the Scriptures, but therein princi­
ples of conduct are found. Generally speak­
ing, people will agree that those principles 
are good, and are content that many such 
principles have been incorporated into the 
laws of the nations. In point, the Bible con­
demns lying, stealing and murder. Recog­
nizing good principle, the laws of the land 
also forbid these things and provide pun­
ishment for transgression under certain 
circumstances. However, the righteous 
principles of God’s Word are more diffi­
cult for men than is the acceptance of Bible 
facts of common knowledge. Many people 
say with their lips and in their publica­
tions that Bible principles of conduct are 
good, and yet the actual, consistent and 
persistent practice of those very principles 
by such people is indeed a rarity. Unap­
plied, they are not living principles.

8 Common fact and good principles do 
not exhaust the Word of God. Prophecy 
also is there. Although it is one of the Bi­
ble’s most amazing and powerful features, 
the interpretation and fulfillment of which 
are in the hands of Jehovah God, to the 
world in general Bible prophecy is abso­
lutely dead; both the so-called Christian 
and the non-Christian world are dead, un­
responsive to it. Generally speaking, Bible 
prophecy is not understood, not believed; 
it is given no credit, is ignored.

9 God’s Word includes more than even 
these foregoing features. This is the most 
important element of the Bible: its reve­
lation of the true God. It contains his many
7. How do men in general view Bible principles of 
conduct?
8. In addition to facts of common acceptance and prin­
ciples of conduct, what powerful third feature is con­
tained in the Bible?
9. The most important element of the Bible is what?
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titles, and identifies him by his name Je­
hovah. Bible facts, principles and prophe­
cies all find their real value in pointing to 
the living God.—Jer. 10:10,

10 Because the Bible is the Word of the 
living God it is living and has power; stand­
ing in the world as a bulwark against the 
flood of hurtful propaganda, it alone offer­
ing a safeguard for the minds and hearts 
of men. It is a revelation of the mind of the 
Creator, Jehovah God, and is his instru­
ment to convey to the minds of men ideas 
of his infinite mind. It is composed of words 
that are Jehovah God’s words, available 
to us in whatever language is ours, trans­
lated for us from the original languages of 
the first Bible records. Those words stand 
for ideas that are God’s thoughts. Just as 
certainly as the great Word Giver is the 
living God, so certain it is that his inspired 
word of truth is the living Word.

11 Common is the saying to the effect 
that the pen is mightier than the sword. 
That is a recognition of the fact that ideas 
conveyed to the minds of men are more 
powerful than merely physical force. (Heb. 
11:34, IW ) Not only is God’s Word more 
powerful than physical force and violence, 
but it is mightier than the penned or spo­
ken words of all the propaganda agencies 
of this ungodly old world. It is alive. The 
old world is dying, and its words are death­
dealing. Common also is the motto “Ac­
tions speak louder than words.” Such mot­
to recognizes the fact that it is possible to 
say one thing and do another. What a per­
son eventually does reveals that which is 
in his heart, even though his speech may 
deceive.—Matt. 23:3, NW.

12 “I am thy servant; give me under­
standing, that I may know thy testimonies. 
It is time for Jehovah to work; for they
10. The infinite mind of Jehovah God is revealed to man 
in what way?
11. Of the Word of God and the word and violence of 
men, which is more powerful?
12. Illustrate how beautiful expressions may be used 
but not be conformed to.
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have made void thy law. Therefore I love 
thy commandments above gold, yea, above 
fine gold. Therefore I esteem all thy pre­
cepts concerning all things to be right; and 
I hate every false way. Thy testimonies 
are wonderful; therefore doth my soul keep 
them.” (Ps. 119:125-129, The beauti­
ful and wonderful expressions contained in 
this passage can be repeated without either 
the speaker’s or the hearer’s actually be­
lieving them. A person can say to God, ‘I 
am thy servant,’ and yet refrain from serv­
ing Jehovah. He can ask for understand­
ing, but can avoid the study of God’s Word, 
from which alone understanding can come. 
Profession can be made that a person loves 
God’s commandments above gold and yet 
the one so professing can disregard God’s 
commandments, reading them in the Bible 
and not following them, but instead turn­
ing his time and efforts to the acquiring of 
gold. If God’s precepts concerning all 
things are actually esteemed to be right 
and held valuable and proper for keeping, 
then the servant of Jehovah, upon coming 
to an understanding concerning Jehovah’s 
counsel upon any matter, will follow that 
counsel and will actually and literally avoid 
falsities because he hates them, delighting 
rather in his very being to keep the won­
derful testimonies of God.

13 God’s words are powerful, living and 
effective: first, because they are from the 
Creator of the universe, Jehovah God 
Almighty, and are backed up by his power 
and almightiness and they are right; sec­
ond, if received into good and honest hearts 
and minds they guide the servant of God 
in a proper course of action, which will re­
sult in lasting life to him and to the exulta­
tion of the God whose commandments are 
obeyed and thereby justified. The fact can­
not be overemphasized that words symbol­
ize ideas. God’s ideas must get into your
13. State the essentials that empower the Word of 
Jehovah.
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mind, and in order for them to be power­
ful they must have an effect upon your 
thinking and your course of life. Therein 
is their power; but simply having a book 
called the Bible in the possession of indi­
viduals or of nations without applying the 
things that God has caused to be set out in 
that book is of no benefit to the possessors. 
The result of following God’s Word is the 
worship of Jehovah and hence life for his 
worshipers. Simple faith in the Scriptures, 
based on an understanding and apprecia­
tion of them and on love for God and up­
rightness, is the great requirement filled 
by the Word of God.

14 This is a contrast in two general 
courses of action and thought, set out in 
the very first Psalm in words as follows: 
“Blessed [happy] is the man that walketh 
not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand- 
eth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in 
the seat of scoffers.” This means that re­
gardless of the extent to which wicked 
advice, sinful practices and scorn of God 
and his Word come to the attention of the 
man blessed by Jehovah, he will put these 
things aside. “But his delight is in the law 
of Jehovah; and on his law doth he medi­
tate day and night.” In language symbolic, 
but which certainly conveys the proper 
thought, the end of such one is shown to 
be this: “And he shall be like a tree planted 
by the streams of water, that bringeth 
forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also 
doth not wither; and whatsoever he doeth 
shall prosper.” Wicked counselors, includ­
ing the religionists that persistently advise 
you to disregard the study of God’s Word 
with Jehovah’s witnesses, are not fruitful 
trees that prosper. No, “ the wicked are 
not so, but are like the chaff which the 
wind driveth away. Therefore the wicked 
shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners 
in the congregation of the righteous. For
14. In yo u r ow n w ords state the contrasts set out in 
P salm  1:1-6.
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Jehovah knoweth the way of the right­
eous; but the way of the wicked shall per­
ish.”—Ps. 1:1-6, AS.

POWER

15 How powerful is the Word of God in
our lives? As far as the individual is con­
cerned, that depends measurably on wheth­
er or not he gets the sense of it. This is 
shown many times by Jesus, who, on one 
occasion, referred to “ the one hearing the 
word and getting the sense of it, who really 
does bear fruit and produces, this one a 
hundredfold, that one sixty, the other 
thirty.” (Matt. 13:23, NW) What does it 
mean to get the sense of the Word of God? 
Jesus in a corresponding account makes it 
plain: “These are the ones that, after 
hearing the word with a right and good 
heart, retain it and bear fruit with endur­
ance.” (Luke 8:15, NW To get the sense 
of God’s Word means to hear it with real 
perception and appreciation, to appreciate 
its signification, the purport, drift, the 
meaning that is rational, intelligible and 
in accord with all the rest of God’s Word 
and with Jehovah’s righteousness. It takes 
a right and good heart to do that, and such 
heart will retain the word. The power of 
God’s living Word is manifested as being 
in the heart of such a person by the fact 
that he bears fruit and has endurance 
through his service to Jehovah’s praise. 
“On this account take up the complete suit 
of armor from God, that you may be able to 
resist in the wicked day and, after you have 
done all things thoroughly, to stand firm.” 
—Eph. 6:13, NW.

16 The sixth chapter of Ephesians, in 
which God’s provision is symbolically re­
ferred to as a suit of armor, shows that 
God’s Word has power both for protection 
and for offense in Christian warfare. (Eph.
15. (a ) H ow  pow erful is the W o rd  o f God in our lives?  
(b) Give the m eanin g o f “ g ettin g  the sense o f i t .”
16. Show  w hat trem endous pow er for protection and for  
offense is exerted by the livin g W o rd .
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6:17, NW) The apostle Paul stated the
same truth in this way: “The night is well 
along; the day has drawn near. Let us 
therefore put off the works belonging to 
darkness and let us put on the weapons of 
the light.” (Rom. 13:12, Undoubtedly 
it was from the Hebrew prophets of God 
that the writers of the Christian Greek 
Scriptures drew for this representation of 
God’s Word as vital fighting equipment, 
because in Isaiah they read: “And he put 
on righteousness as a 
breastplate, and a helmet 
o f salvation upon his 
head; and he put on gar­
ments of vengeance for 
clothing, and was clad 
with zeal as a mantle.”
(Isa. 59:17, AS ) T h e  
prophet also stated: “And 
he hath made my mouth like a sharp 
sword; in the shadow of his hand hath he 
hid me: and he hath made me a polished 
shaft; in his quiver hath he kept me close.” 
(Isa. 49:2, AS) The mental and, therefore, 
vital protection of the truth is further 
shown in its renovating process as applied 
to the Christian’s mental disposition: “And 
quit being fashioned after this system of 
things, but be transformed by making your 
mind over, that you may prove to your­
selves the good and acceptable and com­
plete will of God.”  (Rom. 12:2, NW) This 
is a tremendous power exerted by Jeho­
vah’s Word in the lives of his people.

17 To those among whom he had gone 
preaching the kingdom of God, Paul ex­
plained that he was leaving and that they 
would not see him again. He warned them 
against symbolic wolves who would come 
among the Christian flock and teach words 
contrary to the truth that the apostle Paul 
had brought to them and that had blessed 
them so richly. Paul said: “ I know that
17. A s  to the b uild ing up o f Christians, w h at has the  
power ?
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after my going away oppressive wolves 
will enter in among you and will not treat 
the flock with tenderness, and from among 
you yourselves men will rise and speak 
twisted things to draw away the disciples 
after themselves. Therefore keep awake, 
and bear in mind that for three years, night 
and day, I did not quit admonishing each 
one with tears. And now I commit you to 
God and to the word of his undeserved 
kindness, which word can build you up 

and give you the inherit­
ance among all the sancti­
fied ones.” (Acts 20:29-32, 
NW) Paul here shows the 
power of God’s Word to 
build up the Christian 
congregation . There is 
nothing else that can do so 
and bring them the in­

heritance that is gained through maturity 
and faithfulness.

18 Furthermore, the Word of God re­
peated and expressed by his servants has 
power to identify them as worshipers of 
Jehovah. Opposite identification is also 
contained in the words of those who speak 
contrary to the Scriptures. The great 
Teacher used a very obvious illustration to 
make this point, stating: “ For there is not 
a fine tree producing rotten fruit; again 
there is not a rotten tree producing fine 
fruit. For each tree is known by its own 
fruit. For example, people do not gather 
figs from thorns, nor do they cut grapes 
off a thorn-bush. A good mein brings forth 
good out of the good treasure of his heart, 
but a wicked man brings forth what is 
wicked out of his wicked treasure; for out 
of the heart’s abundance his mouth 
speaks.”—Luke 6:43-45, NW.

19 This living Word of God exerting pow­
er is said to be sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing even to the dividing of the
18. In our lives, w hat has pow er o f  identification?
19. E xplain  w hat is an other exclusive pow er o f G od 's  
W o rd .
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soul and spirit and being able to discern 
what is in the heart of man. (Heb. 4:12, 
NW) No other word in existence can do 
that. None but the living Word of God has 
the power thus to discern and judge. Jesus 
spoke the word of his heavenly Father and 
said: “He that disregards me and does not 
receive my sayings has one to judge him. 
The word which I have spoken is what will 
judge him in the last day.” (John 12:48, 
NW) The apostle Paul looked forward to 
the great “last day” of judgment in which 
we are now living, and, while giving im­
mediate counsel to the congregation at 
Corinth, he also spoke prophetically, say­
ing: “Hence do not judge anything before 
the due time, until the Lord comes, who 
will both bring the secret things of dark­
ness to light and make the counsels of the 
hearts manifest, and then each one will 
have his praise come to him from God.” 
—1 Cor. 4:5, NW.

20 In connection with this power of judg­
ment of God’s Word, we recall that it 
“pierces even to the dividing of the soul 
and spirit.” (Heb. 4:12, NW) The soul and 
the spirit are not synonymous. The living 
creature is the soul, but his spirit is his 
motivating force. It moves him. A man 
may have a good spirit or a bad spirit. 
Sometimes we say: “I can’t be there in 
person, but I’ll be there in spirit,” and that 
is a proper expression, justified by the 
Scriptures. For instance, Paul stated to the 
Colossians: “For though I am absent in the 
flesh, all the same I am with you in the 
spirit, rejoicing and beholding your good 
order and the firmness of your faith toward 
Christ.” (Col. 2:5, NW) So searching and 
piercing is the Word of God in the lives of
20. Com m ent on the “ dividing o f the soul and sp ir it.”
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his people that it distinguishes and even 
enables each one to distinguish between 
that which he actually does, which can be 
seen by other persons as well, and the spirit 
in which he does it, that is, his motive, his 
moving force. Self-examination in the light 
of God’s Word enables us to determine 
whether we are doing what we do because 
of love for God.

21 So powerful is Jehovah’s Word that it 
enables us to serve God persistently, con­
sistently and faithfully, enduring year 
after year, progressing in the truth, main­
taining joy and happiness, and this regard­
less of what any other creature does or 
seems to do, whether he is in the organiza­
tion of God’s people or outside the New 
World society. We must serve Jehovah God 
because of our personal relationship to 
him, and must live our own lives properly 
in harmony with God’s Word and let other 
people live their lives, bearing before God 
their own responsibility for their course of 
action. (Gal. 6:5, NW) We can fool other 
men. Men can fool us. If we refuse to per­
mit God’s Word to penetrate us and search 
us out, discerning between our soul and 
spirit, we may accomplish self-deception, 
but we do not change God’s Word and its 
judgment, nor Jehovah himself nor Christ 
Jesus, his appointed Judge. Because it de­
clares Jehovah’s judgments, which are 
sure, God’s Word has the power to bum 
and to break, as he states: “Is not my 
word like fire? saith Jehovah; and like a 
hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?” 
(Jer. 23:29, AS) We must never draw back 
from his glorious service.
21. W h y  and how  m ust w e serve Jehovah, and w hat en­
ables us to  do so ?
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Oh how love I thy law! It is my meditation all the day. Thy commandments make 
me wiser than mine enemies; for they are ever with me. . . .  I have re- 

framed my feet from every evil way, that I might observe thy word.
—Ps. 119:97-101, AS.



Power for Life and Service

‘With the mouth one makes public declaration for 
—Ram. 10:10, NW.

"HE word of God is alive.” 
(Heb. 4:12, NW) Those 

who conform to it follow a way 
that destines them for life if 

it is continued in in faithfulness to the 
termination of their earthly Christian 
careers. Jesus stated this basic formula 
for longevity: “This means everlasting life, 
their taking in knowledge of you, the only 
true God, and of the one whom you sent 
forth, Jesus Christ.” (John 17:3, NW) 
Jesus spoke very forceful truths concern­
ing the receiving of life through him, iden­
tifying himself as the bread from heaven, 
saying: “He that feeds on this bread will 
live forever.” (John 6:58, NW) Not re­
ceiving these words into good and honest 
hearts, not getting the sense of them, 
“many of his disciples, when they heard 
this, said: ‘This speech is shocking; who 
can listen to it?’ ” Jesus did not back down, 
but stated something even more impres­
sive, saying, “Does this stumble you? 
What, therefore, if you behold the Son of 
man ascending to where he was before? 
It is the spirit that is life-giving; the flesh 
is of no use at all. The sayings that I have 
spoken to you are spirit and are life. But 
there are some of you that do not believe.” 
(John 6:60-64, NW) Many of the disciples 
turned from him then, leaving him, and 
Jesus asked his twelve close associates if 
they wanted to go also. Simon Peter made 
the proper reply, showing that he had re­
ceived Jesus’ words into a good and honest 
heart and that he had really gotten their

sense: “Master, Whom shall we 
go away to? You have sayings 
of everlasting life.”—John 6:68,
NW.

2 As certainly as the word of God en­
abled Christians to be brought forth as 
God’s sons, just so certain is it that adher­
ence thereto enables them to receive life 
as a gift through Christ Jesus from God, 
in whom they have abiding faith and whom 
they serve. “Because he willed it, he 
brought us forth by the word of truth, for 
us to be a certain firstfruits of his crea­
tures.” (Jas. 1:18, NW) “We are not the 
kind that shrink back to destruction, but 
the kind that have faith to the preserving 
alive of the soul.” (Heb. 10:39, NW) Did 
not Jehovah’s word preserve alive his serv­
ants through the Flood and Israel from 
Egypt, establishing prophetic shadows? 
—1 Pet. 3:20, 21; 1 Cor. 10:11, NW.

3 The present lives of all men are uncer­
tain, and the present lives of Christians are 
subject to uncertainties too. As servants of 
God our daily existence is joyful, filled with 
happiness and with appreciation to Jeho­
vah for his undeserved kindness. We must 
observe that the lasting life for all Chris­
tians is in the future and the lasting life 
for the majority is upon this earth after 
Armageddon. In the meantime we have 
hopes of being carried through Armaged­
don, and if that is not our lot, neverthe­
less, through our faithfulness and Jeho­
vah’s loving power, we have hopes of partic-

1. A p p ly  to the B ible Jesus’ fo rm u la  fo r longevity.

2. Cite operations o f G o d ’s w ord  tow ard  the b rin gin g  
o f life  to its adherents.
3. W h a t living hope o f life  is in  the liv in g  W o r d ?
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ipating in the resurrection from the dead. 
These hopes are certain. They are bom in 
our hearts and minds through the living 
Word of God and are real to us because 
we believe and rely upon Jehovah.

4 His book is a book of life in that it sets 
out the course that leads to life. It is a book 
of spiritual health. We are not in doubt 
concerning this. We are fully aware of the 
one in whom we believe and trust—the 
one whose words we have accepted and 
who has our unqualified confidence. We 
say: “For I know the one whom I have 
believed, and I am confident he is able to 
guard what I have laid up in trust with 
him until that day. Keep holding the pat­
tern of healthful words which you heard 
from me with the faith and love that are 
in connection with Christ Jesus. This beau­
tiful trust guard through the holy spirit 
which is dwelling in us.” (2 Tim. 1:12-14, 
NW) Healthful words? Paul was positive 
in his assurance to young Timothy that 
such was the case, even saying in his first 
epistle to his companion in service, “If any 
man teaches other doctrine and does not 
assent to healthful words, those of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, nor to the teaching that 
accords with godly devotion, he is puffed 
up with pride, not understanding anything, 
but being mentally diseased over question­
ings and debates about words.”—1 Tim. 
6:3,4, NW.

SERVICE
5 There is something else 

that God’s Word brings to 
us that is not merely fu­
ture. It too is an essential 
part of our lives, and can­
not be dispensed with. It 
constitutes a proof of our
4. H o w  is the book of life  declared  
to be a book o f h ealth ?
5. N a m e one o f the m ost rem ark­
able m anifestations o f the pow er 
o f G o d 's  W o rd , and state if  it is 
present or future.
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acceptance of God’s Word. Recall what 
Jesus said about those who receive the 
word in good hearts, get the sense of 
it and bring forth fruit in abundance. 
The bringing forth of fruit is an evi­
dence of the living Word’s acting on our 
hearts and minds and exerting its power in 
our lives. It is something that can be seen 
by both God and man. It is our service. In 
fact, the faithful service of Jehovah’s wit­
nesses is one of the most remarkable mani­
festations of the power of God’s Word, as 
well as an evidence of his protecting active 
force operating in their behalf and through 
them. Obviously, it is more than just a 
matter of intentions when God’s service is 
involved. In addition to intending to serve 
God, Christians do it.

6 A large share of our part in our Chris­
tian warfare is the preaching of the truth 
to others as ministers of the good news of 
God’s kingdom. “For the weapons of our 
warfare are not fleshly, but powerful by 
God for overturning strongly entrenched 
things. For we are overturning reasonings 
and every lofty thing raised up against the 
knowledge of God, and we are bringing 
every thought into captivity to make it 
obedient to the Christ.” (2 Cor. 10:4, 5, 
NW) We previously observed Jesus’ words, 
“A good man brings forth good out of the 
good treasure of his heart, . . . for out of 
the heart’s abundance his mouth speaks.” 
(Luke 6:45, NW) Jesus continued, saying: 
“Why, then, do you call me ‘Master! Mas­

ter!’ but do not do the 
things I say?”—Luke 6:46, 
NW.

7 It is not enough that 
we hear the words of Je­
hovah God and Christ 
Jesus and hear only. It is 
not sufficient that we mere-
6. In w hat capacity does our m in­
istry  serve in Christian w a rfa re?
7. W h a t is here show n to be in­
sufficient, and w h y ?
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ly come to a personal understanding of doc­
trinal truths. We may learn facts regard­
ing the so-called trinity and that Jehovah 
alone is God. We may understand the truth 
that there is no hell-fire torment, and re­
joice in the Scriptural teaching that the 
soul is mortal and that the hope of the dead 
is through the resurrection. We may know 
that the established, proved facts of all sci­
ence corroborate the fundamental truth of 
the creatorship of Jehovah and also corrob­
orate the Bible account of creation and 
man’s history upon the earth. We may be 
thrilled at the findings of archaeology con­
firming the words of God’s prophets. But 
that is not enough. If we stop there we use 
the truth to serve ourselves alone.

8 If we obey the commandments of God 
and Christ Jesus, follow the example of 
Christ Jesus, the apostles and the early 
Christian congregation, we will tell others 
concerning the things from God’s Word 
that have so enriched our lives. We will 
make the activities of the New World so­
ciety our activities all we possibly can. We 
will bear fruit; we will speak out of the 
abundance of a heart filled to overflow­
ing with the truths of God’s Word and the 
love that his Word instills in us for the 
great Speaker and Author of the Bible. If 
we do this, with the approval of God as his 
Word discerns between our soul and spirit, 
we are Jehovah’s witnesses. If we do not 
serve God, worshiping him in spirit and in 
truth, we are not Jehovah’s witnesses.

9 Why do we serve God? Because we love 
him, and the power of Jehovah’s Word is 
manifested through us thereby. It is folly 
for anyone to deceive himself with the idea 
that ‘the Kingdom is now thirty-nine years 
old, I have served God long enough, the 
complete end may be another thirty-nine 
years away, and so I should settle back
8. We are Jehovah’s witnesses if we do what?
9. State a folly to be avoided, showing the Scriptural 
viewpoint.
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now, take things easy, and prepare com­
forts and luxuries for myself.’ Jesus, as 
long ago as when he was here on the earth, 
long before the Kingdom was bom, said, 
“Everyone that comes to me and hears my 
words and does them, I will show you 
whom he is like: He is like a man building 
a house, who dug and went down deep and 
laid a foundation upon the rock-mass. Con­
sequently, when a flood arose, the river 
dashed against that house, but was not 
strong enough to shake it, because of its 
being well built.” (Luke 6:47, 48, As 
long ago as the apostle Paul’s day service 
was the worthy pursuit for Christians; and 
the more so now: “Do this, too, because 
you know the season, that it is already the 
hour for you to awake from sleep, for now 
our salvation is nearer than at the time 
when we became believers. The night is 
well along; the day has drawn near. Let us 
therefore put off the works belonging to 
darkness and let us put on the weapons of 
the light. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and do not be planning ahead for the de­
sires of the flesh.”-Rom. 13:11,12,14, NW.

10 All the desires of our selfish natures 
and the appeal of all the propaganda of the 
old world are for us to refrain from putting 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, or, having him 
on, to put him off, and, instead, to lay plans 
ahead for fulfillment of personal wishes, 
disregarding the interest and needs of 
God’s people, his organization and his 
work. We owe a debt of love to our broth­
ers. We owe to them to chart a course 
of personal action that will be helpful 
spiritually to our associates of the New 
World society. We owe to our fellow man, 
and to our God primarily, our service of 
ministry of praise to Jehovah in behalf of 
all lovers of righteousness. Repeatedly in 
the Scriptures we find such expressions as 
the ‘word of the Lord came’ to God’s serv-
10. The discharge of what obligation shows the service 
power of the truth?
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ants and they responded, preached and 
prophesied and otherwise ministered in 
obedience to the word they heard. Con­
cerning the opening of the mouth in Chris­
tian liberty in ministering the apostle 
wrote to the Ephesians: “ Finally, go on 
acquiring power in the Lord and in the 
mightiness of his strength. Put on the com­
plete suit of armor from God that you may 
be able to stand firm against the machina­
tions of the Devil; because we have a fight, 
. . .  keep awake with all constancy and with 
supplication in behalf of all the holy ones, 
also for me, that ability to speak may be 
given me with the opening of my mouth, 
with all freeness of speech to make known 
the sacred secret of the good news, for 
which I am acting as an ambassador in 
chains, that I may speak in connection 
with it with boldness as I ought to speak.” 
(Eph. 6:10-20, NW) How else can such 
service power come except from the truth 
of God’s Word?

11 No, the Word of God cannot be sepa­
rated from our ministry. Ancient Israel 
stood as a people for Jehovah’s name, and 
their service of praise to him was a witness 
to his Godship. However, something far 
more grand is the lot of Jehovah’s worship­
ers in this day of his kingdom. In fact, that 
has been true since the beginning of the 
Christian congregation; but in the day of 
the birth of the Kingdom the statement to 
the Romans has added weight, wherein we 
read: “For Moses writes that the man that 
has done the righteousness of the Law will 
live by it. But the righteousness resulting 
from faith speaks in this manner: ‘Do not 
say in your heart, “Who will ascend into 
heaven?” that is, to bring Christ down; or, 
“Who will descend into the abyss?” that 
is, to bring Christ up from the dead.’ But 
what does [Christian faith now say? It 
says:] ‘The word is near you, in your
11. Prove that in the light of God’s Word our ministry 
cannot be ignored.
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mouth and in your heart’ ; that is, the 
‘word’ of faith which we are preaching. 
For if you publicly declare that ‘word in 
your mouth’, that Jesus is Lord, and exer­
cise faith in your heart that God raised 
him up from the dead, you will be saved. 
For with the heart one exercises faith for 
righteousness, but with the mouth one 
makes public declaration for salvation.” 
—Rom. 10:5-10, NW.

TO THE WORD OF GOD WE TURN
12 Turning to the worship of Jehovah 

means turning to his Word; turning to his 
Word means worshiping him. Jehovah’s 
witnesses admonish one another to turn to 
God’s Word always. They counsel the peo­
ple in general to turn to the Bible, inform 
themselves concerning its true contents 
and conform to its righteous teachings. 
The apostle Peter did the same thing, urg­
ing his associates to pay attention to the 
Bible, including its prophecies, stating: 
“Consequently, we have the prophetic 
word made more firm, and you are doing 
well in paying attention to it as to a lamp 
shining in a dark place, until day dawns 
and a daystar rises, in your hearts. For 
you know this first, that no prophecy of 
Scripture springs from any private release. 
For prophecy was at no time brought by 
man’s will, but men spoke from God as 
they were borne along by holy spirit.” 
(2 Pet. 1:19-21, NW)Jehovah God himself 
backs up that principle of accepting the 
Word, stating prophetically through Deu­
teronomy 18:19: “And it shall come to 
pass, that whosoever will not hearken un­
to my words which he shall speak in my 
name, I will require it of him.” (AS) The 
words of God spoken through this Greater 
Moses, Christ Jesus, are available to us, 
and we should accept them, as stated: 
“Also accept the helmet of salvation, and
12. Who counsel to turn to God’s Word?
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the sword of the spirit, that is, God’s word.” 
—Eph. 6:17, NW.

PRACTICAL AND PRACTICABLE

13 If God’s Word is practicable it may be 
practiced or performed. It is capable of 
being put into practice. It is feasible and 
can be used. Its requirements for Jehovah’s 
service upon earth are capable of being 
accomplished. It is not impracticable. If 
this living Word of God is practical it can 
actually be turned to account and is not 
merely theoretical, nor merely an imprac­
tical idea that sounds nice. It is utilitarian. 
If it is practical it is valuable in practice 
and is available, and those who utilize it 
are actually working with it, being given 
to action and not merely indulging in 
speculation. Such result must of necessity 
follow, in consideration of the facts already 
observed concerning God’s living Word and 
its power in the lives of Jehovah’s people. 
The shoddy contention of self-centered 
men that God’s Word is neither practical 
nor practicable falls flat in the light of the 
internal and external evidence pertaining 
to the Bible. When men say, “It won’t 
work,” in referring to the Word of God, 
they identify themselves as men who have 
never tried it and never put it to practice, 
and they are not following its command­
ments and precepts. When men say, “ It is 
only visionary with its principles of up­
rightness and its hope for a righteous new 
world,” they are identifying themselves as 
men without vision, and persons remaining 
without vision of those things pertaining 
to the Creator and his purposes respecting 
man are going to die. “Where there is no 
vision, the people perish: but he that keep- 
eth the law, happy is he.” (Prov. 29:18) 
This is true because those without vision 
through God’s law “cast off restraint”
13. (a) How does the Bible fit the requirements for be­
ing practical and practicable? (b) When men deny the 
workableness of the Bible what are they demonstrating?
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(AS) , the restraining guidance of the coun­
sel of God’s Word.

14 Is it not practical to stay awake in a
time of crisis and keep our senses? Is it 
not practical to have our hearts and heads 
protected by faith and love and hope of 
lasting life? Of course it is. “ So, then, let 
us not sleep on as the rest do, but let us 
stay awake and keep our senses. For those 
who sleep are accustomed to sleep at night, 
and those who get drunk are usually drunk 
at night. But as for us who belong to the 
day, let us keep our senses and have on the 
breastplate of faith and love and as a hel­
met the hope of salvation; because God 
assigned us, not to wrath, but to the ac­
quiring of salvation through our Lord Je­
sus Christ.” (1 Thess. 5:6-9, The
passing of time since the recording of 
God’s Word until the day of decision in 
which we are privileged to live underscores 
the foregoing injunction from the fifth 
chapter of First Thessalonians and sup­
ports, in fullness of current application, 
the words of the same Bible writer in Ro­
mans 13:12 (NW) , also previously referred 
to. “The night is well along; the day has 
drawn near. Let us therefore put off the 
works belonging to darkness and let us 
put on the weapons of the light. As in the 
daytime let us walk in good behavior.” 
—Rom. 13:12,13, NW.

15 Alive, exerting power, and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, with practica­
bility to uncover men’s hearts, God’s Word 
states: “And there is not a creation that 
is not manifest to his sight, but all things 
are naked and openly exposed to the eyes 
of him with whom we have an accounting.” 
(Heb. 4:13, NW) Is it not the part of good 
judgment to endeavor to have the approval 
of the great God before whom the account­
ing is to be made? How else can we possi-
14. What is the practical course to take?
15. (a) As to judgment, what shows good judgment on 
our part? (b) How reliable is man?
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bly win his approval except through the 
taking of the course outlined in his right­
eous Word? There is no other way under 
the sun. Would it be wise to rely on grass 
that grows in the meadow, to worship flow­
ers that bloom in the fields? “All flesh is 
grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as 
the flower of the field. The grass withereth, 
the flower fadeth, because the breath of 
Jehovah bloweth upon it; surely the people 
is grass. The grass withereth, the flower 
fadeth; but the word of our God shall stand 
forever.” (Isa. 40:6-8, AS) There is noth­
ing practical in following men who are 
going contrary to God’s Word and who are 
as important and reliable as weeds.

16 The apostle Peter emphasized this 
point and in doing so quoted from the 40th 
chapter of Isaiah, saying: “Now that you 
have purified your souls by your obedience 
to the truth with unhypocritical brotherly 
love as the result, love one another intense­
ly from the heart. For you have been given 
a new birth, not by corruptible, but by in­
corruptible reproductive seed, through the 
word of the living and enduring God. For 
‘all flesh is as vegetation, and all its glory 
is as a flower of the vegetation; the vegeta­
tion becomes withered, and the flower falls 
off, but the word spoken by Jehovah en­
dures forever’. Well, this is the ‘word spo­
ken’, this which has been declared to you 
as good news.” (1 Pet. 1:22-25, When 
the counsel of God’s Word is disregarded 
by men, the men who go contrary to it get 
into trouble; so avoid difficulties brought
16. Upon what does Peter insist?
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about by untheocratic conduct. As Peter 
insists, Jehovah’s Word endures, and it is 
blameless in regard to the difficult condi­
tions that have come about because of dis­
obedience to that Word.

1T The old world, rotten to its heart, is 
doomed to destruction and will go down 
even while harping that the Bible won’t 
work and its contents are outdated and 
useless. The New World society, however, 
is founded solidly on the unchanged and 
unchanging word of a God who is consis­
tent, almighty and completely righteous. 
Its members recognize the most important 
thing, a true appreciation of their God and 
their relationship to him. They glory in this 
relationship as prospective members of 
God’s great family. The Word of God is to 
us inexhaustible, its study always reward­
ing, adherence to it always beneficial. We 
thank God for everything in our lives that 
serves to keep our attention on his Word 
and increase our love for it and our appre­
ciation of it. In it are found the organiza­
tion instructions on which the New World 
society operates. Correct, truthful doc­
trine, righteous laws, highest and noblest 
principles, authority to preach, all are con­
tained in the living Word, pointing to and 
applying in this great day of judgment and 
of division. Above all, his living Word iden­
tifies and exalts the true God, Jehovah, the 
Source of light. Truly as his spokesman 
Christ Jesus said: “The sayings that I have 
spoken to you are spirit and are life.” 
—John 6:63, NW.
17. Show the solidness of the New World society.
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The law of Jehovah is perfect, restoring the soul: the testimony of Jehovah is sure, 
making wise the simple. The precepts of Jehovah are right, rejoicing the heart: 

the commandment of Jehovah is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of 
Jehovah is clean, enduring for ever: the ordinances of Jehovah are true, 

and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, 
yea, than much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and the 

droppings of the honeycomb. Moreover by them is thy 
servant warned: in keeping them there is great reward.

—Ps. 19:7-11, AS.



Loyalty to Theocratic Organization

LIFE is a gift of God. All sane persons 
desire life. However, to gain it ever­

lastingly we must want it so much as to be 
willing to meet God’s requirements for it. 
Among those requirements is loyalty to his 
theocratic organization.*

The word “theocratic” means that which 
is according to God’s rule or law. “Loyalty” 
means faithfulness in love and duty, faith­
fulness to one’s obligations. Loyalty to 
theocratic organization, therefore, means 
to be in heart harmony with God’s arrange­
ments.

In the days of Israel’s kings, loyalty to 
theocratic organization meant going up to 
Jerusalem for worship and sacrifice. (Deut. 
12:5,11) King Jeroboam lost Jehovah’s 
favor because, fearful for his ten-tribe 
kingdom if his people went to Jerusalem to 
worship, he set up a rival worship at Dan 
and Bethel.— 1 Ki. 12:26-30.

Jehovah does not change. (Mai. 3:6, 
Today he also has a theocratic organiza­
tion, known as “ the Society,” upon which 
he has placed his spirit and which has his 
blessing, as so strikingly shown at the re­
cent New World Society Assembly of Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses.

Some, with a high opinion of themselves, 
have complained against that theocratic 
organization, saying, ‘Jehovah is also deal­
ing with us.’ But the fruits they bear prove 
them wrong, even as Aaron and Miriam 
were proved wrong when they presumptu­
ously exalted themselves against Jehovah’s 
chosen servant Moses.—Num. 12:1-15.

Our loyalty to the theocratic organiza­
tion is tested by temptation or adversity. 
Temptation to disloyalty may come when 
we see that another, who seemingly has 
less natural ability than ourselves, is placed

* For details see The Watchtower, September 15, 1952.

in a more prominent position. But loyalty 
will remind us that all the truth we have 
received came to us in the first place 
through the “ faithful and discreet slave” 
organization, and that, even as God has 
given us the truth, he can take it away 
from us. (Matt. 24:45-47; 1 Cor. 4:6,7) 
We will therefore from the heart co-operate 
and help such a one.

Then again our loyalty may be tested 
because of unjust treatment, within the or­
ganization or from our families. At such 
times we must bear in mind that Jesus 
promised such things would come and that 
if God permits it we can, with his help, en­
dure it and thus make manifest our loyalty. 
—Matt. 10:36; 18:7; Rom. 8:28; 1 Cor. 
10:13.

Or, because Armageddon has not come 
as soon as we once expected we may grow 
impatient and doubt that God is using the 
theocratic organization to feed his people 
with spiritual truths. To fail under such a 
test of loyalty would be disastrous, even as 
it was for the Israelites encamped at the 
foot of Mount Sinai when they grew im­
patient waiting for Moses to return. (Exo­
dus, chapter 32) To meet all such tests of 
loyalty requires love, for Jehovah and our 
neighbor.—Mark 12:29-31, NW.

The four Hebrew youths taken to Baby­
lon set a good example. Being loyal in a 
seemingly minor matter, that of food, they 
were able to stand when severer test came. 
(Daniel, chapters 1, 3 and 6) So we today, 
if we are loyal to the theocratic organiza­
tion in that which is less or least, then, 
when faced with emergencies or severe 
tests, we shall be able to keep loyal to the 
theocratic organization and thus keep a 
good conscience, gain Jehovah’s approval 
and win everlasting life.
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• How can we harmonize Ezekiel 18:20, which 
says the son shall not bear the iniquity of the 
father, with Exodus 20:5, which says God will 
visit the iniquity of the fathers upon the chil­
dren to the third and fourth generations?—M. L., 
Germany.

Ezekiel 18:20 shows that each individual, 
after reaching an age of responsibility, is 
judged on the basis of his own attitude and con­
duct. Early training and family environment 
can be a big help or hindrance to the offspring, 
and as a general rule children continue in the 
behavior patterns established during their form­
ative years. (Prov. 22:6) Yet it is not always 
or invariably so, and upon reaching an age of 
responsibility the offspring acts on his own 
choices, regardless of how little or how much 
such decisions may be influenced by early train­
ing and environment. He adopts a certain 
course in life, and he is judged according to 
his own deeds. “God is not one to be mocked. 
For whatever a man is sowing, this he will 
also reap.” “He will render to each one accord­
ing to his works.” Jesus showed that families 
would be divided over him, some choosing to 
follow him in Jehovah’s service and others of 
the family opposing: “I came to cause division, 
with a man against his father, and a daughter 
against her mother.” The Christian son of an 
opposing father would not bear the iniquity 
of his father, but would be favorably judged on 
the basis of his own Christian works.—Gal. 
6:7; Rom. 2:6; Matt. 10:35, NW.

Ezekiel 18:20 involves the extreme penalty 
of death: “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” 
If the wicked turned to righteousness, “he 
shall surely live, he shall not die.” If the right­
eous turned to wickedness, “in his trespass that 
he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he hath 
sinned, in them shall he die.” Hence Jehovah’s 
climactic cry: “Why will ye die, O house of 
Israel? . . . turn yourselves, and live ye.” 
(Ezek. 18:21, 24, 31, 32) Thus Ezekiel 18:20 
corresponds with Deuteronomy 24:16 regarding 
who suffers the death penalty: “The fathers 
shall not be put to death for the children,.

neither shall the children be put to death for 
the fathers: every man shall be put to death 
for his own sin.”

The case of Exodus 20:5 is different. Through 
Moses Jehovah said to Israel; “If you will 
strictly obey my voice and will indeed keep my 
covenant, then you will certainly become my 
special property out of all other peoples, be­
cause the whole earth belongs to me. And you 
yourselves will become to me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation.” The older men, rep­
resenting the nation, gave to Moses the nation’s 
answer to God: “All that Jehovah has spoken 
we are willing to do.” The covenant was being 
made with the nation, not individuals. The open­
ing words of this covenant were to the effect 
that Jehovah was their God, that they were to 
have no others in defiance of him, and that they 
were never to make images for worship. Then, 
in connection with this prohibition of idolatry, 
God gave his reason for this command: “Be­
cause I Jehovah your God am a God exacting 
exclusive devotion, bringing punishment for the 
iniquity of fathers upon sons down to the great- 
grandsons and great-great-grandsons in the 
case of those who hate me, but exercising 
loving-kindness toward thousands of those who 
love me and keep my commandments.”—Ex. 
19:3-8; 20:1-6, NW.

This states the principle of how God recom­
penses faithfulness and unfaithfulness, and 
this principle can be applied against individuals 
as well as a nation for idolatry or other sin. 
The national history of Israel that later un­
folded was in keeping with Jehovah’s warning. 
When the nation turned to idolatry it suffered 
the evil consequences for generations after­
ward. There were always some who maintained 
integrity, and at times those who loved God 
and kept his commands numbered into the 
thousands, despite the nation’s idolatrous 
course. (1 Ki. 19:14, 18) Faithful ones were 
not punished for the nation’s sins, but, although 
they suffered the effects of it, they benefited 
from God’s loving-kindness. Though individuals 
could and did shun the nation-wide idolatries, 
it was difficult for them to swim against the 
national tide of religious delinquency.

When the national leaders fell away to idol­
atry the people in general fell with them and 
the national environment became spiritually un- 
healthful. In this bad environment the new 
generation grew up and the strong tendency 
was for them to drift along in the idolatrous 
religions of their fathers. Sometimes it was
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generations later before accumulating woes 
from their idolatry precipitated a national 
crisis, which usually resulted in a partial if 
not complete recovery from impure worship.

At any rate, the nation suffered for genera­
tions after its fall, if there was no repentance 
on the part of those later generations with re­
spect to the covenant of Jehovah God. The book 
of Judges is filled with accounts of national re­
lapse and the disastrous consequences. (Judg. 
2:11-19) The same situation is found during 
the period that kings reigned. For instance, 
Jehovah determined to punish the nation for 
its idolatry during the reign of Manasseh, and 
even a subsequent good reign by Josiah did not 
turn God from that purpose. (2 Ki. 22:13-20; 
23:25-27) Despite a temporary recovery dur­
ing Josiah’s reign, the nation went from bad to 
worse until it was taken captive to Babylon and 
remained there seventy years. There was a case 
where the nation was punished for the mis­
deeds of parents for a period of three or four 
or even more generations. In Jesus' day the 
nation’s leaders influenced the people to cry 
for Jesus’ death, and when Pilate declared he 
was innocent of shedding the blood of Jesus 
the people answered: “His blood come upon us 
and upon our children.” (Matt. 27:25, NW) The 
Jewish nation rejected Messiah and turned to 
the idolatrous Roman empire, and primarily it 
was the children of these Jewish adults that 
made up the nation when it did suffer for these 
parental sins, when the Romans came A.D. 70.

Visiting iniquity upon descendants does not 
necessarily mean the death penalty, for if 
death was meant, how would the offending 
fathers have great-great-grandchildren? In­
stances of where Jehovah applied the principle 
against individuals are Eli, who for his neglect 
was to have the high priesthood cut off from 
his family, this occurring with Abiathar, the 
great-great-grandson of Eli. (1 Sam. 2:27-36; 
3:11-14; 14:3; 22:20; 1 Ki. 2:26, 27); and Gehazi, 
who was smitten with leprosy for running after 
rewards from the cured Syrian general Naa- 
man contrary to Elisha’s wishes and to whom 
Elisha then said: “The leprosy therefore of 
Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy 
seed for ever.” (2 Ki. 5:1-27) This did not sen­
tence their children or descendants to the ex­
treme penalty of death but did consign them 
to feel disadvantageous effects of their fore­
fathers’ iniquity. Individuals among these de­
scendants might turn to Jehovah and receive 
some measure of relief and favor.
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• What does Hebrews 4:12 mean, particularly 
the distinction between soul and spirit?—E. S., 
Ohio.

Hebrews 4:12 (NW) reads: “For the word of 
God is alive and exerts power and is sharper 
than any two-edged sword and pierces even to 
the dividing of the soul and spirit, and of the 
joints and their marrow, and is able to discern 
the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” God’s 
Word is alive to alter our ways of thinking and 
living, and to have its truths in our heads and 
hearts is to have a powerful influence at work 
within us. It is no dead Word that has lost its 
interest or truthfulness, its practicalness or 
right interpretation of present events, and its 
protective power against the degradation of 
these immoral times. It has vitality and carries 
conviction and can show what is in us with a 
penetration and discernment far sharper than 
that of any worldly psychologist. It is no dead 
letter, its principles will stand, its judgments 
will be executed.

God’s Word does not stop at just a surface 
view of human actions but it penetrates beneath 
the surface to discern motives and attitudes, 
to divide between fleshly desires and mental 
dispositions. That these two forces exist within 
an individual Paul shows: “With my mind I 
myself am a slave to God’s law, but with my 
flesh to sin’s law.” (Rom. 7:25, NW) With his 
mind Paul served God’s law, but with his flesh 
he served the law of sin. So the life one lives 
as a human soul of flesh and blood may be 
different from what is one’s mental attitude 
or spirit. Hebrews 4:12 is differentiating be­
tween the life of an individual, or his soul, and 
his mental and heart attitude and inclination of 
mind. In the text “soul” means the life of the 
fleshly organism and “spirit” means the men­
tal disposition or heart attitude of the individ­
ual. Christians should always examine their 
conduct in the light of their inward motives and 
be sure that any falling short is due to weak 
flesh and not deliberately done out of wrong 
heart condition. God’s Word will help us be dis­
cerning in examining ourselves and penetrate to 
the attitudes and heart intentions behind our 
conduct, to be sure that they are pure even when 
our lives may fall short of perfection. Jehovah 
takes all these things into consideration and 
sees us inside and out, for “all things are naked 
and openly exposed to the eyes of him with 
whom we have an accounting.”—Heb. 4:13, NW.
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“ WATCHTOWER” STUDIES
Week of December 6: The Living Word. 
Week of December 13: Power for Life and 

Service.

v V  CH ECK  YOUR M EM O R Y  vV
After reading this issue of “The Watchtower”, do you remember—

What reason Dr. John Haynes Holmes 
gave for the world’ s confusion? P. 643, Hi.

What questions a “ natural”  religion fails 
to answer? P. 643, H4.
^  How the Catholic Church tries to cover 
up Augustine’ s erroneous belief concerning 
Christ’ s reign? P. 646, 113.
^  Why the preaching of Christ’ s presence 
now is no false alarm? P. 648, Hi.
^  How Christ appeared in 1914? P. 648, H2.
^  What betrays Christendom’ s churches to 
be famine-stricken? P. 649, H2.
^  To what must there be a turning if spirit­
ual famine is to be avoided? P. 651, HS.
^  What one outstanding factor discounts 
Muhammad as a prophet of God? P. 653, H2.

^  How the Quran admits it contradicts it­
self? P. 654, H3.
^  What is the ultimate purpose of old- 
world propaganda? P. 657, H2.
^  What is the most important feature of the 
Bible? P. 658, H9.
I*  Why God’ s words are living, powerful, 
effective? P. 659, Hi3.
^  What determines whether we are Jeho­
vah’ s witnesses? P. 665, H8.
^  When men get into trouble? P. 668, Hi6.
^  Why loyalty in little things is important? 
P. 669, H9.
I*  What Jehovah’ s Word means when it 
says it “ pierces even to the dividing of the 
soul and spirit” ? P. 671, H5.
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